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INTRODUCTOR OTES

NOTES ON TRANSLITERAMON -

Vowel-Sounds

@ has the sound of ¢ in “ woman.'
a has the sound of a in ¢ father.’
¢ has the vowelsound in ‘grey.’
1 has the sound of 7 in “pin.’
i has the sound of 7 in ¢ police.”
o has the sound of ¢ in “bone.’
u has the sound of « in “bull.’
@t has the sound of # in ‘flute.
al has the vowel-sound in “mine.”
au has the vowelsound in “house.”

It should be stated that no attempt has been made to distinguish
hetween the long and short sounds of ¢ and ¢ in the Dravidian
languages, which possess the vowel-sounds in ‘bet’ and ‘hot’ in
addition to those given above. Nor has it becnhought necessary
to mark vowels as long in cases where mistakes yn pronunciation
were not likely to be made.

Consonants

Most Indian languages have different forms for a nuimber of con-
sonants, such as 4, ¢, #, &c., marked in scientific works by the use
of dots or italics. As the European ear distinguishes thesc with
difficulty in ordinary pronunciation, it has been considered undesir-
able to embarrass the reader with them ; and only two ndtes are
required. In the first place, the Arabic %, a strong guttural, has
been represented by % instead of ¢, which is often used.  Sccondly,
it should be remarked that aspirated consonants are common ; and,
in particular, g% and # (except in Burma) never have the sound of
?h in “this’ or ‘thin,’ but should be pronounced as in ¢ waqdhouse’
and ‘boathook.’
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DBurmese Words

Burmese and some of the languages on the frontier of China have
the following special sounds :---

aw has the vowel-sound in ‘law.’

6 and ii are pronounced as in German.

gy is pronounced almost like 7 in ¢ jewel.’

ky is pronounced almost like ¢4 in ‘church.’

th is pronounced in some cases as in “this,” in some cases as in
‘thin.’

w after a consonant has the force of ww. ‘Thus, ywe and pwe
are disyllables, pronounced as if written ywzoa and puave.

It should also be noted that, whereas in Indian words the accent
or stress is distributed almost cqually on cach syllable, in Burmese
there is a tendency to throw special stress on the last syllable.

General

The names of some places—e. g. Calcutta, Bombay, Lucknow,
Cawnporc -~have obtained a popular fixity of spelling, while special
forms have been officially prescribed for others.  Names of persons
are often spelt and pronounced differently in different parts of India ;
but the variations have been made as few as possible by assimilating
forms almost alike, especially where a particular spelling has been
generally adopted in English books.

NoOTES ON MONEY, PRICES, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

As the currency of India is bused upon the rupee, all statements
with regard to moncy throughout the Gasetteer have necessarily been
expressed in rupees, nor has it been found possible to add gencrally
a conversion into sterling. Down to about 1873 the gold value of
the rupee (containing 165 grains of pure silver) was approximately
equal to 2s., or onc-tenth of a £ ; and for that period it is casy to
convert rupeés into sterling by striking off the final cipher (Rs. 1,000
= £100). But after 1873, owing to the depreciation of silver as
compared with gold throughout the world, there came a serious and
progressive fall in the exchange, until at one time the gold value of
the rupee dropped as low as 5. In order to provide a remedy for
the heavy loss caused to the Government of Indin in respect of its
golJ payments to be made in England, and also to relieve foreign
trade and finance from the inconvenience due to constant and
unforeseen fluctuations in exchange, it was resolved in 1893 to close
the mintg®to the free coinage of silver, and thus force up the value of
the rupee by restricting the circulation. 'The intention was to raise
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the exchange value of the rupee to 15. 44., and then introduce a gold
standard (though not necessarily a gold currency) at the rate of Rs. 1 5
= £1. This policy has been completely successful.  From 1899 on-
wards the value of the rupee hus been maintained, with insignificant
fluctuations, at the proposed rate of 1s. 4d. ; and c'nnscqueht]y since
that date three rupees have been equivalent to two rupees before 1873.
For the intermediate period, between 1873 and 189y, it is manifestly
impossible to adopt any fixed sterling value for a constantly changing
rupee. But since 1899, if it is desired to convert rupees into sterling,
not only must the final cipher be struck off (as before 1873), but
also one-third must be subtracted from the result.  ‘Thus Rs. 1,000
= £100—3 = (about) £67.

Another matter in connexion with the expression of money state-
ments in terms of rupees requires to be explained.  ‘The method of
numerical notation in India differs from that which prevails through-
out Europe. Large numbers are not punctuated in hundreds of thou-
sands and millions, but in lakhs and crores. A lakh is one hundred
thousand (written out as 1,00,000), and a crore is one hundred lakhs
or ten millions (written out as 1,00,00,000). Consequently, accord-
ing to the exchange value of the rupec, a lakh of rupees (Rs. 1,00,000)
may be read as the equivalent of £10,000 hefore 1873, and as the
equivalent of (about) £6,667 after 1899 ; while a crore of rupees
(Rs. 1,00,00,000) may similarly be read as the equivalent of
£1,000,000 before 1873, and as the equivalent of (about) £666,667
after 1899.

Finally, it should be mentioned that the rupec is divided into
16 annas, a fraction commonly used for many purposes by both
natives and BEuropeans. The anna was formerly reckoned as 114 ;
it may now be considered as exactly corresponding to 1d. The
anna is again suhdivided into 12 pies.

The various systems of weights used in India combine uniformity
of scale with imnicnse variations in the weight of units. The scale
used generally throughout Northern India, and less commonly in
Madras and Bombay, may be thus expressed : one maund = 40 secrs ;
onc seer = 16 chittaks or 8o tolas. The actual weight of a seer
varies greatly from District to District, and ¢ven from village to
village ; but in the standard system the tola is 180 grains Troy
(the exact weight of the rupee), and the seer thus weighs 2.057 1b,,
and the maund 82.28 Ib. This standard is used in official repoits
and throughout the Gazetteer.

For calculating retail prices, the universal custom in India is to
express them in terms of seers to the rupee. Thus, whes, prices
change, what varies is not the amount of money to be paid for the
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same quantity, but the quantity to be obtained for the same amount
of money. In other words, prices in India are quantity prices, not
money prices. When the figure of uantity goes up, this of course
means that the price has gone down, which is at first sight perplexing
to an English reader. It may, however, be mentioned that quantity
prices are not altogether unknown in England, especially at small
shops, where pennyworths of many groceries can be bought. Eggs,
likewise, are commonly sold at a varying number for the shilling,
If it be desired to convert quantity prices from Indian into English
denominations without having recourse to money prices (which would
often be misleading), the following scale may be adopted— based
upon the assumptions that a seer is exactly 2 tb., and that the value
of the rupee remains constant at 1s5. 44.: 1 seer per rupee = (about)
3 1b. for 2s.; 2 seers per rupee = (about) 6 1b. for 2s.; and so on.

The name of the unit for square measurement in India generally
is the digha, which varies greatly in different parts of the country.
But areas have always been expressed throughout the Gazelteer either
in square miles or in acres.

MAPS
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Berhampore Subdivision.— Head-quarters subdivision of Murshid-
ibad District, Bengal, lying between 23° 48 and 24° 22’ N. and 88° 11’
and 88° 44’ E., with an area of 752 squarc miles. A great portion of
the subdivision is low-lying and liable to floods. The population in
1go1 was 471,962, compared with 454,919 in 1891, the density being
628 persons per square mile. It contains one town, BERHAMPORE (popu-
lation, 24,397), its head-quarters ,. and 1,060 villages.

Berhampore Towa (Bakrdmpur).— Head-quarters of Murshidiabad
District, Bengal, situated in 24° 8" N. and 88° 16" E., on the left bank
of the Bhagirathi, 5 miles below the town of Murshidabad. Population
(1901), 24,397, of whom 19,779 are Hindus, 4,335 Muhammadans, and
255 Christians.  Berhampore was selected as a site for a cantonment in
1757, shortly after the battle of Plassey, the factory house at Cossimbazar
having been destroyed by Siraj-ud-daula.  The Court of Directors sanc-
tioned the project to station troops here after the revolt of Mir Kisim
in 1763, and the barracks were completed in 1767 ata cost of 30-23 lakhs.
The cantonment will always be remembered as the scene of the first
overt act of mutiny in 1857, when the garrison had dwindled down
to one battalion of native infantry and another of irregular cavalry and
two guns. The sepoys of the 1gth regiment, who had been intensely
excited by the story of the greased cartridges, rose, on the night of Feb-
ruary 25, in open mutiny, but were prevented from doing any actual harm
by the firm and at the same time conciliatory behaviour of their com-
manding officer. After the Mutiny European troops were again stationed
here, but they were finally withdrawn in 1870. ‘The barracks are still
a prominent feature of the town, though they have now been appro-
priated to other uses.

Berhampore was constituted a municipality in 1876, The munigipal
income during the decade ending 19o1-2 averaged Rs. 46,000, and
the expenditure Rs. 44,000. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 62,000, of
which Rs, 16,000 was derived from a tax on persons (or property tax),
Rs. 15,000 from a water rate, and Rs. 12,000 from a conserfancy rate.

VOL. Vi, B
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The expenditure was Rs. 71,000, In 1894 the late Maharini Sarnamayi,
C.1., undertook to furnish the town with a supply of filtered water.
The works, which werc opened in 189y, are designed to give a daily
supply of 200,000 gallons. The water is pumped up from the Bhagirathi
into three settling tanks, each with a capacity of 229,000 gallons, whence
it passes through filters into the clear-water reservoirs. There are in all
12} miles of pipes through which the water is distributed to the town.”

The Magistrates’ courts and municipal offices are located in the
barracks. The Sessions Judge’s court is about a mile to the south-east.
The old military hospital has been converted into a District jail, with
accommodation for 340 prisoners; the chief industries are oil-press-
ing, surki-pounding, carpentry, dari-weaving, and cane and bamboo
work. Other public buildings are the circuit house and 44 bungalow,
college, hospital, and lunatic asylum. There are several churches in the
town, and the cemetery contains some interesting memorial stones. The
Berhampore College, founded by Government in 1853, is a first-grade
college with law classes and a hostel for boarders. A collegiate school
is attached to it. It possesses fine buildings and a library, and is
managed by a board of trustees. The Berhampore Sanskrit #/ is
managed by the cstate of the late Rini Arna Kali Devi of Cossimbazar
at an annual cost of Rs. 3,000. The hospital has thirty-six beds. The
lunatic asylum has been recently enlarged at a cost of 3 lakhs, so as to
provide accommodation for 267 male and 152 female patients. Lunatics
are received here from the Presidency, Burdwin, and Bhagalpur
Divisions ; in 1903~4 the maximum number of inmates was 263.

Berhampur Subdivision.—Subdivision of Ganjam District, Madras,
consisting of the #i/uk of BERHAMPUR and the zamindari taksils of
IcHCHAPURAM and SOMPETA.

Berhampur Taluk.—Easternmost of the three Government Za/uks
in Ganjam District, Madras, lying betwcen 18° 567 and 19° 32" N, and
84° 25" and 85° 5’ E., with an area of 685 square miles. ‘The population
in 1901 was 344,368, compared with 323,474 in 1891. The demand for
land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 was Rs. §,90,000. Its ‘wet’ lands,
irrigated by the RusHikuLya Project and some streams and tanks, are
more extensive than in the other Zi/uks. It contains 549 villages, and
the three towns of BkRHAMPUR (population, 25,729), the head-quarters,
IcHCHAPURAM (9,975), and GANJAM (4,397). Along the coast the
scenery is uninteresting, but the low hills to the east of Berhampur
render the inland part more picturesque.

Berhampur Town (Barampuram).—The largest place in Ganjam
District, Madras, and the head-quarters of the subdivision and Z3/uk
of the same name, situated in 19° 18’ N. and 84° 48’ E., on the trunk
road from Madras to Calcutta, and on the East Coast Rallway, 656 miles
from Madras and 374 miles from Calcutta. Population (rgo1), 25,729,
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"of whom 23,857 are Hindus, 1,224 Musalmins, and 641 Christians.
Until quite recently it was a cantonment, but the troops have been
removed. It is the head-quarters of the District Judge, the Executive
Engineer, and the District Medical and Sanitary officer.

Berhampur was constituted a municipality in 1867. The municipal
receipts and expenditure during the decade ending 1903 averaged
Rs. 32,000, and in 19o3~-4 amounted to Rs. 30,000, The receipts con-
sist chiefly of taxes from houses and land and tolls. The council has
built a fine market laid out on the standard plan. 'The castern half
of the town, which is known as Bhapur, is clean and healthy ; but the
western half, called Pata-Berhampur, the original village from which the
present town has grown, is overcrowded. The water-supply of Berham-
pur from the canals of the RUsHIKULYA Project was estimated to cost
Rs. 4,02,300 for a complete scheme and Rs. 2,97,700 for a partial
scheme ; but the undertaking has been abandoned owing to want of
funds. A cheaper scheme is now under consideration.

The town has an aided second-grade college, endowed with a lakh
of rupees by the Ridja of Kallikota, to which is attached a Victoria
Memorial hostel for boarders. In 19o3-4 it had an average daily
attendance of 342 students, of whom 28 were reading in the F. A, classes.
It is managed by a committee, over which the president of the District
board presides. “The District jail, constructed in 1863, contains accom-
modation for 260 prisoners, who are employed in weaving, coir manu-
facture, carpentry, and oil-pressing ; in an average year about 4,600 yards
of cloth of various kinds, 1,700 lb. of gingelly oil, and 100 coir mats are¢
manufactured. ‘The Jubilee Hospital at Berhampur, erected from
public subscriptions in commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of Her
Majesty the late Queen-Empress, was opened in 1893, ‘The chief
industry in the town is the weaving of fine silk and Zasar silk cloths of
different colours, Sugar is also manufactured in considerable quantities.

Beri.-—A petty sanad State in Central India, under the Bundelkhand
Agency, with an area of about 32 square miles, Population (1gor),
4,279. The holders are Bundeld Ponwirs, claiming descent from the
great Agnikula clan of Paramaras. The ancestor of the Beri jagirdars
‘was Diwin Mahma Rai of Karaiha in Gwalior State, whose son, Diwin
Achhar3j Singh, migrated to Sandi (Jalaun District) at the end of the
cighteenth century, ‘The latter married a daughter of Raja Jagat Raj
‘of Jaitpur, and received a jagi» worth 12 lakhs, including the villages of
;Umri, Dadri, and Chili. When Ali Bahadur established his suzerainty
over Bundelkhand in the beginning of the nineteenth century, Jugal
Prasid, a grandson of Achharij, who was in possession of the cstate,
received a samad from All Bahadur, confirming him in posséssion
of Umii, Dadri, and Chili. On the establishment of British spremacy,
Jugal Prasid was, in 1809, confirmed in possession of the village of
: B2
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Umrl only. In 1811, however, his claim to the other two villages was
admitted ; but as it was inexpedient that he should hold these villages,
other land of equal value was made over to him, including the village
of Beri. The present holder is Lokendra Singh, who succeeded his
father Raghuraj Singh in 1904. He is a minor, and is being educated
at the Daly College at Indore, the ;jgi» being under superintendenge.
The jagirdir has the hereditary title of Rao. The State contains 7
villages, in which 7 square miles, or 22 per cent., are cultivated, and the
revenue is Rs. 21,000, Beri, the chicf town, is situated in 25° 557 N,
and 79° 54" E.,, on the north bank of the Betwa river, 18 miles west
of Hamlrpur, and zo miles south-cast of Kalpi. Population (1go1), 2,387.

Beri.—I'own in the District and fa4si/ of Rohtak, Punjab, situated in
28° 42’ N. and 76° 35" E., 15 miles south of Rohtak town on the direct
road from Delhi to Bhiwiani. Population (1901), 9,723. Tt formed
part of the estatc of George Thomas, who took it by storm from a
garrison of Jats and Rajputs. Tt is now the great trade centre of the
neighbourhood, and the residence of many wealthy merchants and
bankers.  Two large fairs are held annually, in February and October.
‘The municipality was created in 1867. The income and expenditure
during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 9,800 and Rs. 10,200
respectively. The income in 1903-4 was Rs. 6,200, chiefly raised from
octroi ; and the expenditure was Rs. 7,300, It maintains a vernacular
middle school.

Betawad.—Town in the Sindkheda /a/vka of West Khindesh Dis-
trict, Bombay, situated in 21° 13" N. and 74° 58 E, on the ‘Tapti
Valley Railway. Population (1gor), 4,0r4. The town was constituted
a municipality in 1864. The municipal income during the decade
ending 1901 averaged Rs. 2,900. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 2 ,300.
The town, which was formerly the head-quarters of a #d@/uka, contains
a boys’ school attended by 169 pupils.

Betmangala.—Old town in the Bowringpet taluk of Kolar Dis-
trict, Mysore, situated in 13° o’ N. and 78° 20’ E,, on the south bank
of the Palar, 6 miles east of the Kolar Gold Fields. Population (1gor1),
1,186, The name is a contraction of Vijayiditya-mangala, derived
from the Bana king, who was probably its founder. Two old inscribed
stones, with dates go4 and 944, are worshipped under the name of
Gangamma. The large tank gave way and was repaired about gso
under the Pallava Nolamba kings. It burst again and was restored
after a long time in 1155 under the Hoysala kings. The embankment
failed in 1903 ; but the tank has now been taken up for the water-
supply of the Kolir Gold Fields, to furnish the mines with a million
gallons a day, capable of increase by half a million if necessary. The
town lost &ts importance on the opening of the railway in 1864, which
diverted the former large passenger traffic ; and it declined still further
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on the removal of the /@/uk head-quarters to the newly formed town
of Bowringpet.

Bettadpur Hill.—Isolated conical hill, 4,389 feet high, in the
Hunstr #d/uk of Mysore District, Mysore, situated in 12° 27" N. and
76° 7’ E.  On the summit is a temple of Annadahi Mallikirjuna, the
family god of the Changalva kings. At the foot of the hill is Bettadpur
vnllage a settlement of the Sanketi Brihmans.

Bettiah Subdivision.—Northern subdivision of Lhamparan Dis-
trict, Bengal, lying between 26° 36” and 27° 317 N. and 83° 50’ and
84° 46’ E., with an area of 2,013 square miles. The southern portion
of the subdivision is a level alluvial plain, but towards the north-west
the surface becomes more undulating. Here a range of low hills
extends for about 20 miles ; and between this and the Someswar range,
which stretches along the whole of the northern frontier, lies the Dan
valley. ‘The population in 1901 was 749,864, compared with 759,865
in 1891. The slight decrease was due to unhealthiness and a series of
lean years culminating in the famine of 1897. The density is only 373
persons per square mile, as compared with 507 for the whole District.
The head-quarters are at BETTIAR (population, 24,696), and there are
1,319 villages. Roman Catholic missions are at work at Bettiah and Chu-
hari. The latter owes its origin to some Italian missionaries who founded
a mission at Lhasa in 1707. Compelled to leave Tibet in 1713, they
settled in Nepal under the Newir kings; but when the Gurkhas came
into power, they had to fly and take refuge at Chuhari, where some land
was granted to them. Many of the present flock are descendants of
the original fugitives from Nepal. Interesting archacological remains
arc found at LAurivyA NaANDANGARH and Pipariyi. The greater part
of the subdivision is included in the Betrian Raj, much of which
is held by European indigo-planters on permanent leases. Rimnagar,
a village 13 miles north-west of Bettiah, is the residence of the
Réja of Ramnagar, whose title was conferred by Aurangzeb in 1676
and confirmed by the British Government in 1860. He owns extensive
forests, which are leased to a European capitalist. ‘The TRIBENI
Canar, which is under construction, will do much to protect this sub-
division from famine, to which it has always been acutely liable.

Bettiah Raj.—A great estate in the subdivision of the same name
in Champiran District, Bengal, with an area_of 1,824 square miles.
The property was originally acquired in the middle of the seventeenth
century by a successful military adventurer, Raja Ugra Sen Singh, a
Bibhan or Bhuinhir. In 1765 Raja Jugal Kishor Singh, whe was
then in possession, fell into arrears of revenue and rebelled against the
British Government. He was defeated, and the estatc was taken under
direct management ; but all attempts to collect the rcvenu(.fallcd and
in 1771 he was invited to return, and received the settlemeént of the
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Majhiwa and Simraon parganas, the remainder of the District being
given to his cousin and forming the Shiuhar Raj. In 1791 the decen-
nial settlement of the Majhawa and Simraon parganas was made with
Bir Kishor, Jugal Kishor’s son, and they now constitute the Bettiah
Raj. The title of Maharaja Bahadur was conferred on the next heir,
Anand Kishor, in 1830. The estate has been under the management
of the Court of Wards since 1897. I'he land revenue and cesses due
from the estate amount to § lakhs, and the collections of rents and cesses
to nearly 18 lakhs. A great portion.of the estate is held on permanent
leases by European indigo-planters.

Bettiah Town.—Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same
name in Champiran District, Bengal, situated in 26° 48’ N. and
84° 30" E., on an old bed of the Harha river. Population (1901),
24,696, of whom 15,795 were Hindus, 7,599 Musalmans, and 1,302
Christians. Bettiah was constituted a municipality in 1869. The
income and expenditure during the decade ending 19or—2 averaged
Rs. 16,000. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 23,000, mainly derived
from a tax on persons (or ‘property tax); and the expenditure was
Rs. 16,000. A Roman Catholic mission was established about 1740 by
Father Joscph Mary, an Italian missionary of the Capuchin order, who
was passing near Bettiah on his way to Nepal, when he was summoned
by Raja Dhruva Shah to attend his daughter, who was dangerously ill.
He succeeded in curing her, and the grateful Raja invited him to stay
at Bettiah and gave him a house and go acres of land. Bettiah is the
head-quarters of the BerrTian RAj, and the Mahardja’s palace is the
most noteworthy building. The town contains the usual public offices ;
a subsidiary jail has accommodation for 26 prisoners.

Bettur.—Village in the Divangere #d/uk of Chitaldroog District,
Mysore, situated in 14° 30’ N. and 76° 7/ E, 2 miles north of
Davangere town. Population (19o1), 1,210. It appears to bave been
the old capital of a principality, the original form of the name being
Beltiir. At the end of the thirteenth century it was taken by the Seuna
general, and made the seat of government during the ascendancy of the
Seunas over the north of the Hoysala dominions.

Betal District.—-District in the Nerbudda Division of the Central
Provinces, lying between 21° 22’ and 22° 23” N. and 77° 11’ and
78° 347 E., with an area of 3,826 square miles. It is bounded on the
north and west by Hoshangabad ; on the east by Chhindwara ; and on
the south by the Amraoti District of Berar. Betil occupies nearly

. the entire width of the range between the valley of the

Physical  Nyrhada on the north and the Berdr plains on the
aspects. . . .

south ; and with the exception of 15 or 20 villages

which lie l‘elow the ghats (passes) on the southern border, the whole

District % situated on the plateau. The mean elevation is about
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2,000 feet ; but a number of peaks and ranges rise above 3,000 fect,
and in the south-west corner the Khamla plateau reaches a height of
3,789 feet. The District may be described generally as a central
platcau surrounded by a belt of hilly and forest-covered country, wide
on the north and west, but narrower on the east and south. The
ngrthern portion, down to the valleys of the Bel and Machna rivers,
and the town of Badniir, is principally occupied by the main chain of
the Satpuras and its outlying spurs. About half of this tract consists
of forest-clad ranges, between which lies an undulating country, inter-
sected by innumerable watercourses and covered principally with a thin
sandy soil of little value for cultivation. In the north-east the Tawa
river flows along the border of the District, and is joined cast of
Shihpur by the Machna, which rises close to Badnur. The Morand
rises near Chicholi, and flows to the north-west to join the Ganjal river
in Hoshangabad. South of the sandy tract lies the rich valley of Betil,
watered by the Michna and Sampna rivers, almost entirely under
cultivation and well wooded, while farther to the cast the smaller
valleys of the Ambhora and ‘Tapti present a similar appearance. To
the south-cast lies an extensive rolling area of basaltic formation,
having the sacred town of Multai and the springs of the river ‘T'apti at
its highest point, and consisting of alternate ridges of barc stony hills
and narrow fertile valleys. Along the southern, eastern, and western
borders is a strip of hilly country, generally narrow, but increas-
ing towards the west to a breadth of about 15 miles from south to
north. ‘The southern hills form the gkd#s of the Satpuras leading down
to the Berar plains. In the west of the District the northern and
southern ranges meet in the wild tract of hill and forest forming the
parganas of Sauligarh in Betdl and Kalibbit in Nimar. The Taptj,
rising at Multai, flows due west through the southern part of the
District in a decp and rocky bed, flanked on either side by hills of
considerable height, which are in places so steep that they may more
properly be described as clifis. The Wardhi and Bel rivers also rise
on the Multai platcau.

The northern portion of the District is occupicd by metamorphic and
Gondwana rocks, the latter consisting chicfly of sandstones and shales,
while the west and south are covered by the Deccan trap. In the hills
south of Betil occur sedimentary inter-trappean deposits abounding in
fossils,

The extensive forests contain much teak, associated with which are
all the common trees of this part of the Central Provinces. Zinsd
(Ougeinia dalbergioides) is a common and valuable timber tree. Makud
(Bassia latifolia) abounds both in the forests and in the open country.
Among grasses may be mentioned #iisa or fikiri (Andropagon Schoen-
anthus), from which a valuable oil is obtained.
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The forests contain tigers, leopards, sambar, spotted deer, ‘ravine deer’
(gazclle), and barking-decr. Antelope wander over the open country.
There are bison in the Sauligarh and Asir ranges, but their numbers
are decreasing. Water-birds are rare, owing to the absence of tanks.

The climate is cool and healthy. During the cold season the
thermometer frequently falls to several degrees below freezing-poing ;
the hot wind is hardly felt before the end of April, and it ceases after
sunsct. The nights in the hot season are invariably cool and pleasant.
Malarial fever is prevalent during the autumn months, especially in the
forest tracts.

The annual rainfall averages 46 inches. At Multai it is a few inches
less than at Badniir, the position of the latter town in a small basin
surrounded by low hills probably giving it a somewhat increased rainfall,
while the ahsence of forest on the Multai plateau exercises a contrary
influence. The statistics of past years show that the rainfall is on the
whole more likely to be excessive than deficient.

About 4 miles from Badniir, and dominating the fertile valleys of the
Michna and Simpna, stands the fort of Kherld, the head-quarters of
one of the Gond dynasties which formerly held pos-
session of the Province. A religious work called the
Vivek Stndhu, written by one Mukund Rao Swiami, who lived about
A.D. 1300, contains some incidental references to the Kherla rulers.
The tomb of Mukund Rao is still to be seen within the precincts of the
fort ; but the ruins of the stronghold itself appear to be of Muhammadan
origin, and probably date from a later period. According to tradition,
the Gonds were preceded by Rajput rulers, the last of whom was killed
at Kherld after a twelve years’ siege by the army of the king of Delhi.
The Muhammadan general was also killed in the last assault, and his
tomb at Umri immediately below the fort is still an object of pilgrimage.
Firishta relates that at the end of the fourteenth century the rulers of
Kherla were Gonds, possessed of considerable wealth and power, and
so strong in arms as to venture to try conclusions with the Muhammadan
rulers of Berar and Malwa. In 1433 Hoshang Shih, king of Malwa,
conquered Kherld, which remained part of Malwa till this was incor-
porated in the dominions of the emperor of Delhi towards the end of
the snxtcenth century. After Kherla fell under the sway of the Mughals,
it was governed by the Gond Réjas of Deogarh in Chhindwara District,
who had been converted to Islam and were subject to Delhi. In the
middle of the eighteenth century it passed, with the rest of the kingdom
of Dtogarh, to the Bhonslas of Nagpur. In 1818 the District formed
part of the territory provisionally ceded to the British, and in 1826 it
was formally included in the British dominions by treaty. From the
conclusionof the Maritha Wars to the present day there has been little
to disturb the peace of Betdl. During the Mutiny the tranquillity of

History.
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the District was scarcely broken, though on his flight through Central
India Tantid Topi passed through Multai and plundered the treasury.
A military force was quartered at Betil until 1862,

Bhainsdehi has an old temple with fine stone carving, part of which
is in good rcpair. At Muktagiri, near the southern boundary of the
District on the Ellichpur road, a collection of modern Jain temples form
a picturesque group at the head of a ravine and waterfall. A Jain fair
is held here annually.

‘The population at the last three enumerations was: (1881) 304,905,
(1891) 323,196, and (1901) 285,363. During the first decade the in-
crease was 6 per cent., or only half that of the Province
as a whole, and was mainly confined to the Multai
taksil.  In the last decade the decrease was 12 per cent., principally
caused by famine, but also partly by emigration to Berar. The loss was
most marked in the forest tracts of the District, the open country not
suffering scriously.  The District has two towns, BADNUR, the head-
quarters, and BrtTr; and 1,194 inhabited villages. ‘T'he chicf statistics
of population in 1go1 arc shown below :—

Population,
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Betiil 2,770 [ 3 | 777| 170,994 | 62| — 122 3,489
Multai . 1,056 | ... | 417 114,369 | 108 | — 110 2,033
District total | 3.826 ] 2 1,194 283,363 i 75| =117 5,524

About 69 per cent. of the population are Hindus, 29 per cent.
Animists, and 13 per cent. Muhammadans. The population includes
a large proportion of Gonds and Korkils, and also immigrants from
Malwa through Hoshangibad on the north and from Berar on the
south. The diversity of the different constituents is clearly shown by
the statistics of language, for 33 per cent. of the population speak the
Malwi dialect of Rajasthani, 23 per cent. Marathi, 29 per cent. Gondi,
and 8 per cent. Korkii. The northern elements of the population
probably entered the District with Hoshang Shah, king of Malwa, in
the fifteenth century, while the Marathis came with the rise of the
Bhonslas in the eighteenth. The latter are found principally in the
Multai #aksi/, which borders on Berar.

Brahmans (4,000) belong principally to Malwa and are called Malwi
B.rﬁhmans, but they now follow Maritha fashions. They are cultivators,
village priests, and patwaris or village accountants. The principal
cultivating castes are the Kunbis (31,000), Kurmis (14,990), and
Bhoyars (18,000). The two Jast castes are better cultivators than the
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Kunbis, and irrigation wells for sugar-canc are usu_ally cotzstructed b.y
Bhoyars. Kurmis hold the rich v'lllages round Betil. Ahirs or Gaoh's
number 15,000, Many of them live in the open country and are Clﬂfl—
vators ; but there is a sub-caste of Raniyd Gaolis (from ran, * jungle’),
who live in the forests of the north of the District and on the Khamla
plateau, and breed cattle. Gonds (83,000) form nearl?f 29 per cent; of
the population, and Korkis (24,000) 8% per cent. The latter suﬂ'e.red
very severely in the famines. The Korkis are nearly all nominal
Hindus and worship Mahadeo. Gonds, Korkis, and Mehfﬁs (2'8,000)
are generally farm-scrvants and labourers. Their hardest time is ﬁ:om
the middle of April till the middle of August, when they get very little
work, and their principal resource is the mahud flower. Many labourers
from the south of the District emigrate to Berdr to reap the jowar and
cotton crops, returning for the wheat harvest in the spring. From the
north of the District labourers similarly go to the Narbada valley to
cut the wheat.  About 70 per cent. of the population were returned as
dependent on agriculture in 1g9or.

Christians number 417, of whom 111 belong to the Anglican com-
munion and 288 are Lutherans, 384 of the total number being natives.
There are stations of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Sweden
at Badnar, Chicholi, Nimpani, and Bordehi; and the London Korka
Mission has recently cstablished a station at Bhainsdehi.

Black soil of first-rate quality is rarely found ; and the best soil that
oceurs in any quantity is a friable loam, black or brown in colour, and vary-
ing from 2 to 10 feet in depth. In the trap country
it often contains black stones and more rarely flints,
and in the northern villages is mixed with sand. An inferior class
consists of cither very shallow black soil, or red soil which has been
made more fertile by lying in a depression, while the poorest variety in
the trap country is a red gravel generally strewn with brown stones.
This last extends over as much as 39 per cent. of the total area. The
result of famine has been to throw a considerable quantity of land
out of cultivation, but all the best land is occupied.

About 32 square miles are held wholly or partially free of revenue,
and 135 square miles of Government forest are in process of settlement
on the 7yotwdri system.  The remaining area is held on the ordinary
malguzftri tenure.  The following table gives the principal statistics
of cultivation in 19034, with areas in square miles :-— :

Agriculture.

. e
. Luhsil. | Total, | Cultivated. | Irrigated. 4 Cultivable | Forests.
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The small millets kodon and Authi cover 199 square miles, wheat
233 square miles, jowdr 134 square miles, the oilseeds #7 and jagni
(Guizsotia oleifera) 139 square miles, and gram 61 squarc miles. As
in other Districts, wheat has in recent years been replaced by less
valuable crops. Gram is severely affected by the cold frosty mists
which are of frequent occurrence about the time when the plant is
in Hower, and hence it is much less grown as a mixture with wheat
than in the Narbadi valley. Kodor and Autki are the staple food of
the Gonds. The arca under sugar-cane decreased from g,000 acres
in 1864 and 7,000 in 1894 to 3,000 in 1903--4. Cotton was grown on
29 square miles in 1903-4. Most of the labouring classes have small
gardens, in which they sow beans, maize, tobacco, or chillies

Fields are scarcely ever embanked, probably owing to the fact that
so many of them are in a sloping position. The most frequent
improvements arc directed to prevent erosion by surface drainage
and the currents of streams. In a few cases this is effected by
embanking and straightening the course of the stream; but more
frequently the surface drainage of the slopes on each side is divided
by the construction of protective trenches hordering the ficlds, and
cmbanked on the inner cdge towards the field. ‘Terraces are some-
times made by placing lines of large stones across sloping fields at
intervals, with the result that in a few years, owing to the action of
drainage, cach line of stones becomes the edge of a terrace. During
the ten years ending 1904, about Rs. 26,000 was advanced under the
Land Improvement J.oans Act and 2-1 lakhs under the Agriculturists’
Loans Act.

Cattle are bred in the jungles in the north of the District and also
on the Khamla plateau in the south, as well as to a certain extent in the
open country. Those of the local breed are small, but hardy, and
have strong feet. They are generally red and white, or red and black
in colour. As a rule no care is exercised in breeding, and immature
bulls are left in the herds before castration. On the Khamla plateau,
however, the Gaolis sometimes select bulls for breeding, and obtain
calves of fair size, but these cattle are principally sold in Berar. Large
bullocks are imported from Bhopal and Hoshangabad, and some from
Dcogarh in Chhindwara. The Hos'hangabid cattle are principally uscd
in carts and to some extent for cultivation in soft soil, but their feet are
too tender for the stony soils. Buffaloes are bred in the District. The
bulls are used for drawing water and carting, but not for cultivation,
and are sold in the rice tracts of Seoni and Balighat. The cows ‘are
kept for the production of gAi and are much more valuable than the
bulls. Small ponies are bred to a slight extent, and are used for pack-
carriage and in some cases for riding by landowners.

Only about 4,000 acres of spring crop land are usually 1rr|g¢ucd, and



RETUL DISTRICT

[ ¥

then only because a well is available which was primarily m.ade for
sugar-canc or opium.  Wells can be constru'cted very cheaply in some
parts of the Multai platcau, where the subsoil water is near tl?e surface,
and the gravel or rock underlying the first few fect of 5.011 is so hard
that a durable shaft can be driven through it without being supported
by brick or stone work.  Even when water is available, wheat is usually
not irrigated, owing to the apprchension that it may suffer from rust or
frost. T'here are about 5,000 wells in the District,

The Government forests occupy an area of 1,189 square miles, of
which 1,181 are ‘reserved’ forest. In addition to this, 135 square
miles have been sct apart for disforestation and settlement on the
rvofwdrt system.  The forests are situated generally on the northern,
western, and southern borders.  Teak and bamboos are found on the
trap hills, but not on the sandstone formation.  Zinsa (Ougeinia dal-
bergtoides) is o common and valuable timber tree. Saf (Zerminalia
fomentosa) is found on flat ground where the soil is good, and satin-
wood is abundant on the sandy soils. The forests supply a quantity of
timber to Berar, in addition to the local consumption. The revenue
obtained in 19034 was Rs. 71,000, of which Rs. 17,000 was realized
from sules of timber, Rs. 16,000 from bamboos, and Rs. 20,000 from
grazing ducs and grass.

No mines are worked on a large scale in Betal. Seams of coal have
been found in different localitics, the largest being at Mardanpur on the
Machna river, which is three feet thick in parts, and at Rawandeo
on the Tawd river, where there are several outcrops and one or two
seams have a thickness of four feet. Smaller seams occur about two
miles east of Shihpur on the Machna, and in the Suki nullah. TLime-
stone quarries are worked in several places. The lime is burnt on the
spot in hand furnaces and sold for local consumption. There is
a stone quarry at Salbardi, from which stone suitable for mortars and
cups is obtained. Copper ores have been found in the vicinity of the
lﬁ'Ptl, and mica in the Ranipur forests and near Sonaghati,

I‘hf: local industries are of little importance. Several villages have
colonics of *Mahars or low-caste weavers, who produce coarse cotton

Trade and cl(zth; thg thread is now all imported from the
communications, Nngp}xr mills.  Brass-working is carried on at Amla,
vessels are Drincipliﬁmli‘x’nandt {f\;alkhedi s . m-all e b'u { brass
Gold and siver 3men;t)or'e rom Hosl}ar_xgabad and Chhindwira.
Sather, and the port 4 s d{e made at (,hlchol.r, Betil, Atner, and
sackiﬂ;; of :a)l-ti)gl(; )e(rér[')o'; l;etl-ll !Ias Some reputation. - Banjaras make

Wheat and oilsle 1 . ‘maﬂm“.a)'. .
gram, fiucs ([.al/:};rz::; :n/zl;:s)the dprmclpal grains exp‘m:ted, apd also
qQuantities, Jowidr has hi W€ wrad (Phascolus radiatus) in small

¢ar has hitherto been imported from Berar for local con-
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sumption.  Cotton is now cultivated for export. Gur or unrefined
sugar is exported principally to Berir, and to a small extent to the Nar-
bada valley, where, however, it cannot compete in price with that of
Northern India. The principal exports of forest produce are timber,
makud, myrabolams, chironji, the fruit of the ackar-tree (Buchanania
latifolia), and gulli, or the oil of makud sceds. Others of less impor-
tance are #ikari oil (Andropogon Schoenanthus), gum, and lac. ‘Teak
and #nsié are the only timbers exported to any considerable extent,
‘The imports consist principally of thread and cotton picce-goods,
kerosene oil, hardware, gold and silver, salt, grocerics and spices.
Betel-leaves are imported from-Berar and Rimtek, and turmeric from
Berir. ‘The wholesale trade is in the hands of Marwiri Banias, while
the retail purchase and collection of grain is largely made by ‘Telis and
Kalars, who carry it on bullocks ; timber and forest produce are taken
in small quantities to Berir and Hoshangibad by Gonds. There are
numerous weekly markets, but only retail transactions take place at
these. A religious fair is held annually at Melajpur near Chicholi,
at which a considerable amount of business is done in the sale of
houschold and other utensils.

Betal has hitherto been untouched by the railway, but a project for
a line from Itarsi through the District to connect with the Great Indian
Peninsula Railway in Berdr is under consideration. Most of the trade
has hitherto joined the railway at Itarsi on the north, the metalled road
from Badnir to Itarsi being the principal route. 'The roads from
Chicholi to Nimpini and from Ranipur to Shahpur are feeders to the
main road. On the south, the railway through Berdr runs within
45 miles of the open parts of the Multai plateau, but the Multai-Pattan
and Badniir-Ellichpur roads have only recently been made passable for
carts down the slopes of the Sitpurds. Two other routes leading from
Atner and Masod to Berdr are used by pack-animals. Most of the
traffic with the south passes through Chandir in Berar, which is an
important market town, to Amraoti. ‘Therc are altogether 8r miles of
metalled and 203 miles of unmetalled roads in the District, and the
annual expenditure on maintenance is Rs. 38,000. The Public Works
department keeps up 239 miles of road and the District council 44.
There are avenues of trecs on 32 miles.

Except in the last decade, it does not appear that Betal has suffered
greatly from famine. There were bad harvests in the years 1823-5
and again in 1828-30. In 1832-3 excessive, fol-
lowed by deficient, rain caused a failure of crops, and
heavy mortality occurred. In 1868 the premature cessation of the
rains produced a short crop and a certain amount of distress; but it
was not severe, and (as in later years) the flowers of the makua-tree
afforded & means of sustenance to the poorer classes. After this there

Famine, ,
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was no distress until 1896, when following t}.xrec successive poor
harvests only a third of a normal crop was obtained. Se\jerc famine
prevailed in 1897, the nllmb(.’l‘b: relieved m October reach'mg 26,090,
or 8 per cent. of the populan_on, and the total expem'ilture being
45 lakhs. The extent of the distress was not fully apprecnated. at first,
owing to the reluctance of the foru:st tribes to apply for relief. In
1898 g a little relief was again given in the !wt season.” In 18?9—1900
the crops failed altogether from want of rain, t.he out-turn bc.mg only
20 per cent. of normal.  Relief was extremely liberal and efﬁc:er}t, tl}e
numbers rising to 143,000 persons, or 45 per cent. of the population, in
August, 1goo; and the total expenditure was 34 lakhs. _

The Deputy-Commissioner is aided by one Extra Assistant Com-
missioner,  For administrative purposes the District is divided into two
taksils, cach of which has a taksildér and a nasb-
tahsildir. The Forest officer usually belongs to the
Provincial service, and public works are under the Executive Engineer
of the Hoshangabad division, whose head-quarters arc at Hoshangabad
town.

The civil judicial staff consists of a Subordinate Judge who also has
the powers of a District Judge, and a Munsif for the Betal fa/siZ. Of
the civil litigation, suits on mortgage-deeds with conditional sale and
for partition of immaovable property arc the most common classes of
important cases. ‘T'he crime of the District is petty, and presents no
special featurcs,

Under the Maritha revenue system villages were farmed out to the
highest bidder, and any rights or consideration which the village head-
men may have cnjoyed in the past were almost entirely effaced.
Custom enjoined that so long as the annual rent demanded was paid,
the tenure of the older cultivators should be hereditary and continuous,
During the more favourable period of Maratha rule the revenue of the
District was 1-66 lakhs. When the peace of Deogaon and the disrup:
tion of the Nagpur territories induced a policy of rack-renting, it was
raised to 2.47 lakhs ; and on the British occupation of the District the
carliest short-term settlements imposed a still further enhancement,
the 'demand rising at one time to 2.87 lakhs. This was never collected
and had to be continually reduced, owing to the impoverishment of the
District fron} overassessment, until in 1834 a twenty years’ settlement
was made with a dc:_nand which had fallen to I-40 lakhs. Under this
spered greatly. On its expir revision was
deliycd by the Mutiny, and was finally zompleted in 11824, the settle:
ment 'bemg made for thirty years, and the demand raised to 1.84 lakhs,
th headmen, who had Previously been in the
p.osmon of contractors_ or farmers, receiving a drawback on the collec.
tions of revenue, obtained proprietary and transferable rights in their

Administration,
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villages. The District continued to thrive during the period of the
scttlement, the extension of cultivation amounting to 38 per cent.,
while prices rose by 70 to 100 per cent. A new settlement was begun
in 1894 on completion of the cadastral survey, but, owing to the suspen-
sion of work during the famine of 1897, was not finished until 189g.
The result was an enhancement of the revenue to 277 lakhs, or by
45 per cent. on the demand immediately before revision. The new
revenue absorbs 54 per cent. of the ‘assets.” The average incidence
of revenue per acre is R.o-5-2 (maximum R.o-13-8, minimum
R.o-2-1), and the rental incidence R.o-7-1 (maximum Rs. 1-5-2,
minimum R. o-2~9). Owing to the deterioration caused by famine,
some temporary remissions of revenue have been made since.

"T'he collections of land and total revenue for a series of ten years
are shown below, in thousands of rupees :—

1880-1, 1890-1. 1600-1. 1003—4'
Tand revenue . . | 1,99 2,00 1,05 2,0,
Total revenue, .| 4,05 5,11 441 5,78

The management of local affairs, outside municipal arcas, is entrusted
to a District council and two local boards, each having jurisdiction
over one Zaksi/. The income of the District council in 1903—4 was
Rs. 42,000, while the expenditurc included Rs. 18,000 on education
and Rs. 11,000 on public works. BaDNUR and BETUL arc municipal
towns,

The police force consists of 321 officers and men, including
3 mounted constables, under a District Superintendent. There are
1,262 village watchmen for 1,196 inhabited villages. Badniir has
a District jail, with accommodation for 143 prisoners, including
9 female prisoners, The daily average number of prisoners in 1904
was 51,

In respect of education the District ranks fourteenth in the Province,
only 3.9 per cent. of the male population and but 118 females being
able to read and write in 1go1. The proportion of children under
instruction to those of school-going age is 6 per cent. Statistics of the
number of pupils are as follows: (1880-1) 1,513, (1890-1) 2,578,
(:900—1) 2,452, and (1903-4) 3,545, including 32 girls. The educational
institutions comprise an English middle school, three vernacular
middle schools, and 6o primary schools. The only girls’ school in the
District is at Betil, and does not flourish. The expenditure on educa-
tion in 19o3—4 was Rs. 24,000, of which Rs. 21,000 was derived from
Provincial and Local funds, and Rs. 2,000 from fees.

The District has 3 dispensaries, with accommodation for' 41 in
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patients. In 1go4 the nunjber of cases treated was 5(1,99?1,‘ }?f whom
398 were in-patients, and 388 operations were Performe - The expen-
diture was Rs. 5,400, the greater part of which was provided from
Provincial and Local funds. o . i

Vaccination is compulsory only in the municipal towns 9f Badniir
and Betal. 'The number of persons successfully vaccinated in 1903—4
was 59 per 1,000 of the District population—a very faw")umlile result. .

[B. P. Standen, Settlement Report (19o1). A District Gazetteer is
under preparation. | _ ]

Betiil Tahsil.—Western fasi/ of Betil District, Central Provinces,
lying between 21° 22” and 22° 22’ N, and 77° u.’ and %8° 3’ E., with
an area of 2,770 square miles. "The population in 1901 was 170,994,
compared with 194,719 in 1891, The fa/si/ has two towns, BADNGR
(population, 5,766), the District and fa/si/ head-quarters, and Brri
(4739); and 777 inhabited villages. The density is 62 persons per
square mile. Excluding 825 square miles of Government forest,
56 per cent. of the available area is occupicd for cultivation, The
cultivated area in 1903-4 was 786 square miles. The demand for land
revenue in the same year was Rs. 1,49,000, and for cesses Rs. 16,000,
The faksi/ covers nearly the whole breadth of the Satpura plateau, and
consists of a fairly open and fertile plain in the centre, with ranges of
hills encircling it on three sides,

Betil Town.—Town in the District and /a/si/ of the same name,
Central Provinces, situated in 21° 52" N. and 77° 56’ E., three miles
from Badnir, on the road to Multai and Nagpur. Population (1901),
4739-  Betal is declining in importance, being overshadowed by the
neighbouring and newer town of Badnir, the District head-quarters.
It was created a municipality in 1867, 'The municipal receipts during
the decade ending 19o1 averaged Rs. 4,500. In 1903~4 the income
was Rs. 3,300, principally derived from a house tax, Pottery, gold- and
silver-work, and the manufacture of lac bangles are the local handi-
crafts, and a weekly cattle market is held.  Betiil contains a vernacular
middle school and a girls’ school,

Betwa ( Fetravat, or ¢ containing canes ’).—A large river of Northern
India, It rises in Bhopal State at the village of Kumiri (22° 55" N. and
77° 43’ E.), and flows in a generally north-eastern direction. After
a course of about 50 miles in Bhopil, it enters Gwalior territory near
Bhilsa, 1t first touches the United Provinces in the south-west corner
of th.e Lalitpur faksi/ of Jhansi District, and flows north and north-east,
fortning the boundary between that District and the Gwalior State, It
then crosses the District obliquely, traverses part of the Orchha State,
and flows for some distance between Jilaun on the north and Jhansi
and H?lpirpl_u' on the south, falling into the Jumna, after a course of
about 190 miles in the United Provinces, close to the town of Hamirpur.

\s
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In the upper part of its course the Betwa flows over the Vindhya sand-
stone, crossed by veins of quartz which break it up into beautiful cas-
cades. At Deogarh it passes in a magnificent sweep below a steep
sandstone cliff on the eastern bank, surmounted by a ruined fort.
Below Jhansi its bed is granite for about 16 miles till it reaches the
allyvial plain. It is nowhere navigable, and its crossings are often
dangerous There are railway bridges at Barkhera on the Bhopal-
Hoshangabad section of the Great Indian Peninsula, at Sanchi on the
Bhopal-Jhansi section, at Mangaoli on the Bina-Guna line, and near
Orchha on the Manikpur-Jhansi line. Road bridges cross it at Bhilsa
and at Orchha. At Parichha, 15 miles from Jhinsi, the river has been
dammed to supply the Betwa Canal, a protective work which serves part
of Jhansi, Jalaun, and Hamirpur, and was found of great value in
1896-7. Proposals are under consideration for damming the river at
other places, so as to increase the amount of water available, and one
dam has recently been completed. The chief tributaries are the Bes in
Central India, the Jamni and DHaAsAN in Jhansi, and the Pawan in
Hamirpur. The Betwa is mentioned in the I’uranas, and also in the
Meghadite of Kalidisa. According to tradition, the Pandavas fought
with the king of Videsa (Bhilsa) on its banks.

Beypore River.—River of Southern India, flowing into the Arabian
Sea in 11° 10’ N. and 75° 50’ E., and the most important of the rivers
in the south of Malabar District, Madras. It is fed by numerous streams
which drain the Nilambir valley, the chief of which are the Ponpula,
or ‘gold river,” Cholayar, and Karimpula. ‘They unite above Nilam-
bur, and the river flows through the north of Ernad, forming the
boundary of that /a/xk. It is about go miles in length, and navigable
at all seasons as far as Mambat at the foot of the Vavil range; in the
rains small boats go up beyond Nilambir, and timber is floated down
in large quantities from the forests above. Near its mouth the river is
connected by narrow channels with Kalldyi, the chief timber dépot of
Malabar, and with Calicut by the ConoLLy CanaL. The bar at the
mouth has always 12 feet of water over it, and at high tides from
16 to 18 feet.

Beypore Village.—-Vlllage in the Calicut Z3/uk of Malabar District,
Madras, situated in 11° 11/ N. and 75° 49" E., near the mouth of the
river of the same name, on its right bank. Many attempts have béen
made to utilize the natural advantages of the position, but not with much
success. Saw-mills were opened in 1797, a canvas factory in 1805,
iron-works in 1848, and later a shipbuilding yard ; but all failed. Ior
some years it was the terminus of the Madras Railway on the west coast.
Population (19o1), 1,500. The value of trade in 1903-4 was : imports,
2 lakhs ; exports, g lakhs,

Beyt Shankhodhar.—An 1slet in the Gulf of Cutch, torming

YOL, Vi1,
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a petty subdivision attached to the Okha.manc?al tdluka, Amreli prant,
Baroda State. T'he name Shankhodhar is denv‘ed from the number c')f
shankhs or conchs found there, or from its fancwd.resemb.lancco to ,thls
shell. “This island contains only one town, Beyt, situated in 22° 35 N.
and 69° ¢’ L., the’ population of which in 1901 was 4,6.15. Its area is
only 4 square miles ; but it is a most sacred place to Hindus, cspec?lly
Vaishnavas, as according to their legends a demon called Sh.ank!lasur
here swallowed the Vedas, which could not be recovered until Vishnu
became incarnate as a fish, and pursued Shankhasur into the depths
of the sea, whence he brought back the sacred books. The principal
temples are the old and new sacred shrines of Shankh Narayan, and
those dedicated to Krishna’s four wives and his mother. The latter
shrines were of some antiquity, but were blown up by a British force in
the war with the Waghers in 1859, They were, however, rebuilt in the
same year by Khande Rao Gaikwdr. The town possesses a munici-
pality, which receives an annual grant from the State of Rs. goo;
a magistrate’s court, and a dispensary. The harbour is deep and
spacious, and small steamers can anchor close to the town in all seasons.

Bezwada Subdivision.— Subdivision of Kistna District, Madras,
consisting of the filuks of BezwApa, NANDIGAMA, NUzvip, and the
sanindidri fahsil of TIRUVUR.

Bezwada Taluk.—7u/rk of Kistna District, Madras, lying between
16° 18’ and 16° 44’ N. and 80° 21’ and 80° 52” E., on the left bank
of the Kistna river, with an area of 422 square miles. The population
in 1901 was 124,170, compared with 106,477 ina1891. Brzwipa
(population, 24,224) is the head-quarters, and there are 107 villages.
The demand on account of land revenue and cesses in 1903—4
amounted to Rs. 3,15,000. The #i/uk includes the Kondapalli
hills, but most of it is a flat expanse of black cotton soil. Good
main roads lead towards Hyderabad, Ellore, and Masulipatam, but
communication with the two latter places during nine months in the
year is principally by the main canals of the Kistna irrigation system.,
The country is liable to floods, owing to the freshes which come down
tl_1c river. 'he highest flood on record was that of 1903, when the
river embankment gave way and Bezwida town and part of the faluk
were submerged.

OBez’wida Town.—Town in Kistna District, Madras, situated in
16° 31" N. and 8¢° 37’ E., on the northern bank of the Kistna river,
and at the foot.of a low range of hills, 1t is the head-quarters of the
takuk and su!)dl\"isi(m of the same name, the central point on which all
th‘f communications of the District converge, and the site of the great
anicut (dam) across the Kistna river. From it are led off the water-
ways that traverse the delta and connect the District with Nellore,
Madras, and Godavari Railways running to Madras, Calcutta, the



BHABAR 19

Nizim’s Dominions, and the Ceded Districts meet at Bezwada. Through
the town passes the high road from Masulipitam to Hyderabad, while
from the opposite bank of the river runs the great northern road from
Madras via Guntiir. The East Coast line of the Madras Railway enters
the town over a girder-bridge three-quarters of a inile long ; and a
telegraph wire that crosses the river from Bezwida to Sitanagaram
is the longest single span of such wire in the world, being over 5,000
feet in a straight line from support to support.

Bezwada had a population in 1gor of 24,224 (Hindus, 20,377;
Musalmans, 3,194 ; and Christians, 603), a remarkable increase upon
the total for 1881, which was only 9,336. It was constituted a muni-
cipality in 1888. The municipal revenue and expenditure during the ten
years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 43,000, In 19034 the revenue and
expenditure was Rs. 48,000, the chief sources of income being taxes on
houses and lands and tolls. A scheme for supplying the town with water
has been considered and dropped.  Bezwada is the head-quarters
of several of the engineers of the Public Works department in charge of
the delta irrigation works, and contains a high school managed by the
Church Missionary Socicty. 1t possesses a considerable internal trade ;
and, from its position at the head of the canal system, it is a place of
transhipment through which goods pass to and from different parts
of Godavari District.

From an antiquarian point of view, Bezwida is of some interest.
Attempts have been made to identify it with the place at which the
Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang, who visited India in the seventh century
A.D., resided for some months in a Buddhist monastery. The founda-
tion for this belief rests on the view that the cuttings on the hills
overhanging the town on the west mark the site of the monasteries he
mentions.  The authorities, however, are not agreed on this point ;
Dr. Burgess, who examined the spot in 1881, holds that these cuttings
are nothing more than old quarries. It is a significant fact that Hiuen
Tsiang in his narrative makes no mention of the Kistna, which he could
hardly have failed to do had the place he describes been on the site of
the modern Bezwada. Not far from the town on the southeside of the
river are situated the famous cave shrines of UNpavarLie. In the
seventeenth century Akanna and Madanna, ministers of Abul Hasan,
the last of the Kutb Shahi dynasty of Golconda, fixed their head-
quarters at Bezwada, perhaps with a view to being as far as possible out
of the reach of the Mughal emperor. There is a popular legend to the
effect that from the Telegraph Hill above the town a subterrandan
passage led to Hyderibad, by which the ministers could perform the
journey to court and back in a single day.

Bhabar.—A portion of Naini Tl District, United Provinges, com-
prising the parganas of Chhakhiti Bhibar, Chaubhainsi ﬁhibar,

C2
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Kaladhang, Chilkiya, and Kota th‘zl.)ar, and lying between 28° 51/ 'and
29° 35’ N. and 78° 57" and 80°' E., with an area uf.x,279 squ'are miles.
Population fell from 100,178 n 1891 to 93,445 In 190I. There are
st1 villages and four towns, the largest being H:}LD'WANI' ‘(populatlon,
6,624), the cold-season head~uarters of the District. The dema.md
for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 13,000, and no cesses are leyxed.
"The density of population, 73 persons per square mile, is the lowest in
the District. Ihis tract consists of a long narrow strip immediately
below the hills, and a great part of it is covered with thick forest or
dense jungle. The hill torrents sink into the porous mass of gravel,
boulders, and carth which make up the Bhabar, and, except during the
rains, water can hardly be obtained.  Cultivation is thus entirely depen-
dent on canal-irrigation, by mcans of which magnificent crops of oil-
sceds are raised.  ‘The population is largely migratory, and moves up to
the hills in the hot scason, returning in November.  The greater part
of the cultivated land is held direetly from the state as landlord. In-
cluding rents, the gross income from the land is about 1.4 lakhs. In
1903-4 the arca under cultivation was 8¢9 square miles, almost all of
which was irrigated.

Bhabar.-- Petty State under the PALANPUR AGENCY, Bombay.

Bhabua Subdivision.—-Western subdivision of Shahabad District,
Bengal, lying between 24° 32" and 25° 25” N, and 83° 19”and 83° 54’ E.,
with an arca of 1,301 square miles. The subdivision consists of two
sharply delined portions. 'T'o the north there is a flat alluvial plain, and
to the south the Kaimur range, a tract of hills and jungle, sparsely
cultivated and thinly populated. The population in 1901 was 306,401,
compared with 344,902 in 1891, the density being 236 persons per
square mile. The Kaimur Hills afford little space for cultivation, and
the Bhabud #idna, with 181 persons per square mile, has the scantiest
population of any tract in South Bihdr. The whole of the subdivision
is very unhcalthy, and it also suffered severely in the famine of 1896—7.
It contains one town, BHABUA (population, 5,660), its head-quarters ;
and 1,427 villages. An old Hindu temple stands on Mundeswari hill,
and Chainpar also contains antiquities of some interest.

Bhabua Town.—Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same
name in Shahabad District, Bengal, situated in 25° 3’ N. and 83° 37" E.
Population (1901), 5,660. It is connected by road with Bhabua Road
station on the Mughal Sarai-Gaya section of the East Indian Railway.
Bhabud was constituted a municipality in 1869. The income during
tht, decade ending 1901-2 averaged Rs. 4,200, and the expenditure
Rs. 3,500. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 5,000, mainly from a tax on
persons {or property tax); and the expenditure was Rs. 4,000, The

town cortains the usual public buildings ; the sub-jail has accommoda-
tion for 14 prisoners.
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Bhadarva.—Pctty State in RewiA KANTHA, Bombay.

Bhadaur.—Town in the Anihadgarh aizamat and taksil, Patidla
State, Punjab, situated in 30° 28’ N. and 75° 23" E., 16 miles west of
Barnala. Population (1901), 7,710. Founded in 1718 by Sirdar Dunna
Singh, brother of R3ja Ala Singh of Patidla, it has sihce remained the
residence of the chiefs of Bhadaur. It is a flourishing town, with a
small manufacture of brass-ware,

Bhadaurd.—Mediatized petty chiefship in the Central India /\;,cn(:),
under the Resident at Gwalior, with a population (1go1) of 2,275. The
arca is about 5o square miles, and it comprises 16 villages. Though
the Bhadaura family has long held its present possessions, the chiefship
itsell was created only in 1820 by a grant of 5 villages from Daulat Rao
Sindhia, through the mediation of the Resident, the grantce Man Singh
undcrtaking to put a stop to the depredations of a marauding girdsia,
Sohan Singh. The chief is a Sesodia Rajput of the Udaipur house,
and bears the title of Radja. Jagat Singh Sesodia, son of Himmat
Singh of Umr, originally acquired Bhadaurd about 1720. The present
chief, Ranjit Singh, succeeded in 1901, and being a minor, the State is
managed by a Kd@mdar under the direct supervision of the Resident.

About 10 square miles, or 20 per cent., of the total area arc under
cultivation. The total revenue is Rs. 5,000, and the expenditure on the
administration Rs. 4,000. The chief place is Bhadaura, situated in
24° 48’ N. and 77° 24’ E., on the Agra-Bombay road, 11 miles north of
Guna. Population (1g9o1), 647. In former days some business used
to be done with merchants who passed up and down the road, but the
apening of the Guna-Baran and Sipri-Gwalior railways has reduced the
traffic to a very small amount.

Bhadgaon.—Town in the Pachora fa/wka of East Khindesh Dis-
trict, Bombay, situated in 20° 40’ N. and 75° 14’ E., on the left bank of
the Girnd river, 34 miles south-east of Dhilia. Population (1g9o1),
7:956. It has been a municipality since 1869. The municipal income
during the decade ending 1901 averaged Rs. 5,000. In 1903-4 the in-
come was Rs. 6,900. In the neighbourhood is the Jamda canal. There
is some local trade in cotton, and two ginning factories are worked.
‘The town suffered greatly from a flood in September, 1872, when about
750 houses were washed away. The town contains a Subordinate
Judge’s court, a dispensary, and four schools, of which one, for girls,
contains 25 pupils,

Bhadli.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay

Bhadohi.— Za#si/ of Mirzipur District, United Provinces. See
Korn.

Bhadra.—Head-quarters of a #a4si/ of the same name in the Reni
nizamat of the State of Bikaner, Rajputina, situated in 29° Gy N and
75° 17" E.. about 136 miles north-east of Bikaner city, and 35 miles
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almost duc west of 1lissir. Population (1901), 2,651, The town
possesses a fort, a post office, a vernacular SCI‘.OU] ut‘tended by 78 boys,
and a hospital with accommodation for 7 in-patients. The Bhadra
taksi/, which contains ro9 villages and 31,994 inhabitants, was formerly
the estate of one’of the principal Thakurs; but he was in constant
rebellion against the Darbar, and was finally dispossessed in 1818.
More than 44 per cent. of the population are Jats. The soil is on the
whole good, a considerable area is cultivated, and a few villages generally
receive a little water for irrigation from the Western Jumna Canal.

Bhadrachalam.- -Western subdivision and /a/«4 in the Agency tract
of Godavari District, Madras, lying between 17°27” and 17°57” N. and
80° 52" and 81° 49" E., with an area of 911 square miles. The #dluk is
cut off from the rest of the District by the Eastern Ghits, and extends
along the left bank of the Godavari river.  The population in 1901 was
48,658, compared with 42,336 in 189r. It contains 320 villages,
Bhadrichalam being the head-quarters.  ‘The demand on account of
land revenue and cesses in 1903-4 amounted to Rs. 23,000. Owing
to its situation above the Ghats, the climatic conditions of this z@luk
are somewhat different from those of the remainder of the District.
Variations in temperature are greater, and the rainfall is almost entirely
due to the south-west monsoon. The #i/«# is for the most part covered
with hills and forests, the Government * reserved’ forests alone extend-
ing over 460 square miles, for which a District Forest officer has recently
been stationed at Kunavaram.  The Sibari, a large river which joins
the Godavari at Kanavaram, intersects it.  Cholam (Sorghum vulgare)
is the staple crop, though rice and a little tobacco are grown along the
river banks.

Bhadrachalam was formerly part of an estate in Hyderabad territory.
It was ceded in 1860 and joined to the Central Provinces. In 1867
the minor feudatories in it were made practically independent of their
su'/.cr:.\in, the zamindir of Bhadrichalam, while the forests and 104
hill villages over which the latter had never excrcised authority were
declared state property, In 1874 the zaluk was transferred to the
Madras Presidency, and in 1879 the Scheduled Districts Act of 1874
was applied to it.

‘Bhadrakh S_ubdivision.—Southcrn subdivision of Balasore Dis-
tngt, lier‘\gal,' lying between 20° 44’ and 21° 15’ N. and 86° 16’ and
86° 58’ E,, with an area of 930 squarc miles. The subdivision is
a f‘ert‘xle deltaic tract, watered by numerous streams which flow from
t:;il(:‘\z? Nggé)\lr plateau into the Bay of Bengal. The population in

'47 ,653, comparcd_ with 447,782 in 1891, the density being
515 persons per Square mile. It contains one town, BHADRAKH
(population, 18,518), its head-quarters ; and 1,246 villages, A large
trade passes through CHANDBAL port in the south of the subdivision.
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Bhadrakh Town.—Head-quarters of the subdivision of the same
name in Balasore District, Bengal, situated in 21° 3’ N. and 86° 31’ E.,
on the banks of the Silandi at the 43rd mile of the trunk road below
Balasore town. Population (1901), 18,518. ‘The town derived its name
from the goddess Bhadrakali, whose temple stands near the river. It
consists of a group of hamlets covering about 3 square miles, and is
divided into two quarters, the Nayabazar on the right bank of the
Silandi and the Puranabazar on the left, the latter being the chief
centre of trade. The principal articles of commerce are rice, salt,
kerosene oil, cotton, cattle, and hides. The town contains the usual sub-
divisional offices ; the sub-jail has accommodation for 14 prisoncrs.

Bhadran.—Town in the Baroda prax#, Baroda State, situated in
22° 22’ N. and 72° 55" E.  Population (1901), 4,761. It is the head-
quarters of the Sisva pefa, a sub-makdl/ of the Petlad Zaluka, and
possesses a municipality, magistrate’s court, vernacular school, and
local offices. The inhabitants arc chiefly engaged in the cultivation of
tobacco, but there is also a fair trade in grain.

Bhadrapur.—Village in the Rampur Hat subdivision of Birbhim
District, Bengal, situated in 24° 16" N. and 87° 57" E., 4 miles south
of the Nawiada station on the East Indian Railway. Population
(1g9o1), 352. The village is interesting as containing the ruins of
the palace of Mahariji Nand Kumar (Nuncomar). There is a silk
factory here,

Bhadreswar.—'I'own in the Scrampore subdivision of Hooghly
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 50" N. and 88° 217 E., near the bank
of the Hooghly. Population (1gor1), 15,150. It is a thriving town and
has the largest rice-market in the District. The Victoria Jute Mills
give employment to 5,700 hands. Bhadreswar was constituted a
municipality in 1869. The income during the decade ending 1901~2
averaged Rs. 12,000, and the expenditure Rs. 11,000. In 19034 the
income was Rs, 16,000, of which Rs. 7,000 was derived from a tax on
houses and lands ; and the expenditure was Rs. 14,000.

Bhadreswar (or Bhadrawati).— Site of an ancient city, now a petty
village, in the south-east of Cutch, Bombay. Most of thg architcctural
remains have been removed for building stone; but the place is still
interesting for its Jain temple, for the pillars and part of the dome of
a Saiva shrine with an interesting wav or well, and for two mosques,
one of the latter almost buried by drifting sand from the shore. It was
a very ancient seat of Buddhist worship; but the earliest ruins now
existing belong to temples erected subsequent to A.D. 1125, whersone
Jagadeva Sih, a merchant who had made a fortune as a grain-dealer in
a time of famine, received a grant of Bhadreswar, and in repairing the
temple ‘removed all traces of antiquity’ The temple was a.celebrated
place of pilgrimage in the twelfth and thirtcenth centuries.® At the
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close of the seventeenth century it was plundered by the Muhamma-
dans, and many of the images of the Jain 'l‘irthatnkar§ were broken.
Since then it has been neglected, and having fallen into ruins, the
temple stones, and those of the old city fort, were used for the building
of the scaport towr. of Munra or Mundra.

|J. Burgess, Archaeological Survey of Western India, pp. 20.6—7
(1874-5).] o

Bhadva.--Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhadvana,—Petty Statc in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhagalpur Division.—A Division of Bengal, bounded on the north
by Nepil, and lying between 23° 48" and 27° 13° N. and between
85° 36" and 88” 53 . The Division formerly included the District of
-Mailda, transferred to Eastern Bengal and Assam in 1905 ; and Darjee-
ling, which used to be part of the Rajshahi Division, was at the same
time attached to this Division. The head-quarters of the Division are
at Bhagalpur town, except for a portion of the hot season when they
are at Darjeeling, It includes five Districts, with area, population, and
revenue as shown below i

T \ '{'1,"3.7"{;5.7
rea in e | and cesses,
District, l ‘sq‘u:ul'z* Pup;'("‘m""‘ : I(}l)‘l‘q,?nsll;:uu«
’ miles, ot | sands of
| | rupees.
' — ~
i Monghyr . ’ 3:922 | 2,068,804 11,05
Bhagalpur . . | 4226 | 2,088,053 0,31
l‘urpca_ . . . . -1 4994 | 1,874,704 14,01
il.lnrjgehng . . . . . o1,104 240,117 2,09
Santal Parganas . ., | 5470 | 1,809,737 ‘ 3,84
Total | 19,776 8,091,405 ' 41,30 !

' The population in 1832 was 6,709,852, in 1881 it was 7,510,269, and
n 1891 it had grown to 7,999,464, the density being 409 persons
per square mile. In xgor Hindus constituted 7448 per cent. of the
pol;)ulauon. Muhammadans 16.82 per cent,, and Animists 793 per cent.,
while other rgligions included Christians (16,989, of whom 1 3,363 were
natives) and Jains (723).

The Division is intersccted from west to east by the Ganges. The
country to the north is for the most part a flat alluvial formation rising
grad_ually towards the "foot of the Himalayas, but the greater part of
Darjeeling is situated in the Lower Himalayas. In the south the Santal
Parganas form part of the Chota Nagpur plateau, which also encroaches
upon the southern portions of Bhagalpur and Monghyr Districts, the
hills extending in the latter District as far as the Ganges. These ;)arts
are peopled by the Dravidian tribes of Chota Nigpur, while north of
the Gang® and cast of the Mahananda river, in l,’urnea District,
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there is a strong admixture of the Koch tribe, the last of the invaders
from the north-cast, and in Darjeeling more than half the population
are Nepilese.

The Division contains 14 towns and 18,670 villages; the largest
towns are BHAGALPUR (population, 75,760) and MoNGHYR (35,880).
Owing to plague in Monghyr at the time of the Census (March,
1901), the figure represents less than its normal population, and a
second enumeration held four months later disclosed 50,133 inhabitants.
Bhagalpur town has a large export trade in agricultural produce ; and
a considerable traffic also passes through Monghyr, SaniBcany, and
RAJMAHAL. JAMALPUR contains the largest railway works in India,
and KATIHAR is an important railway junction where the Kastern
Bengal and the Bengal and North-Western Railway systems meet. The
hill station of DARJEELING is the summer head-quarters of the Bengal
Government and a military cantonment ; the Census held at the end of
the cold season of 190t disclosed a population of 16,924 persons, but
at a special Census taken during the previous rains 23,852 persons were
enumerated. The temples of Baidyanith at DEocarE in the Santil
Parganas are a great centre of Hindu pilgrimage, and rock sculptures
are found in Bhagalpur District. The most important historical event
of recent times was the Santil rebellion in 1855, which led to the
formation of the Santal Parganas into a non-regulation District.

Bhagalpur District (Blaglipur, meaning the ‘city of good luck’
or ‘the city of refugees’).—Central District of the Division of the
same name, lying between 24° 33" and 26° 34’ N. and 86° 19’ and
87° 31’ E., with an area of 4,226 square miles. Tt is bounded on the
north by Nepal ; on the east, north of the Ganges, by the District of
Purnea; on the south and east, south of the Ganges, by the Santil
Parganas ; and on the west by the Districts of Darbhangi and
Monghyr.

The District is divided into two nearly equal parts by the Ganges.
The northern half forms a continuation of the great alluvial plain of
Tirhut, being intersected by many rivers which are
connected with each other by numerous dkars or
watercourses. The southern and eastern portions of
this tract are liable to inundation by the flooding of these rivers and by
the overflow of the Ganges on its northern bank. The north-eastérn
part of the District, which was formerly one of the most fertile regions
in the sub-farai rice tract, has been devastated by the changes in the
course of the river Kosi. On the south of the Ganges the land is 16w,
'but about 20 miles south of Bhagalpur town it rises gently till it merges
in the hilly country of the Chotd Nagpur plateau.

The river system consists of a reach of the Ganges, about 6g miles in
length, with numerous Himalayan affluents on its north bank arld a few

P.'hysical
aspects,
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hill streams on the south, which become in the rains large rivers, but
for the rest of the year are sandy watercourscs:;‘ of the latter t_he only
stream worthy of mention is the Chandan, ll_\e no'rt‘hern-nvers,‘(lf
which the most important are the Tiljiga, Bati, Dimr3, la.laba, Parwan,
Kosi, Dhusan, Chalauni, Loran Katna, Daus, and Ghugri, run mostly
from north to south with a slightly castward tendency. ‘The largerl of
them rise in Nepdl at the foot of the Him_ilayas and fall into the
Ghugri, which in its turn joins the Kosi 6 miles from the cpnﬂucncc
of that river with the Ganges at Colgong. The two most important
rivers, the Kosi and the Ganges, have changed their courses in the past
and are liable to change them again in future. The channel of the
Kosi has been steadily advancing westward ; and the large trading
village of Nathpur, which in 1850 lay some miles west of the river, has
been swept away and its site now lics many miles cast of it. There
are no lakes in Bhigalpur, but shallow marshes are numerous. Large
tracts of land are flooded every year in the rains, and, as they dry up,
are cultivated and are very fertile,

"The geological formations represented are the Archacan, the Gond-
wina, and the Gangetic alluvium.  Throughout the greater part of the
District the older rocks are almost entirely concealed by alluvium. In
the south the Archacan rocks rise above the level of the alluvial plain,
and consist partly of crystalline rocks of varied constitution, belonging
to the division designated Bengal gneiss, partly of a very ancient serics
of altered stratified rocks, not unlike the Dharwiar schists of Southern
India.  Along the southern banks of the Ganges various rocks are
exposed in detached spurs and outlying prolongations of the Rajmahal
hills.  Some small islands of an exceptionally granitoid gneiss occur in
the Ganges at Colgong. “I'he remaining exposures belong to the Gond-

ana series.  ‘The hills at Pirpainti consist of basic volcanic rocks of
the Rajmahal group, which belongs to the Upper Gondwina ; those at
Patharghata, north-cast of Colgong, of Damodar rocks belonging to
the lower coal-bearing series. 'The latter contain siliceous white clays
suitable for the manufacture of many articles of hard pottery, and have
been unsucctssfully explored for coal ., :

The north of the District is covered in places by deposits of sand
left by the Kosi, on which nothing grows except high jungle grass ; but
Fhe greater part consists of fertile land, South of the Ganges the soil
is rich and covered with crops, and mango and palm groves abound.
]h.e latter, however, practically cease in the rising ground 2o miles
south of Bhagalpur town, and mangoes grow only in scattered groups ;
the makua-tree (Bassia latifolia) here becomes common, the red cotton-
tree (Bombax malabaricum) attains o great size, and patches of dAdk

} ‘Thisy &ecount was contributed by Mr. .

Vredenburg, D { i
Geological Survey of India. redenburg, Deputy Superintendent,



HISTORY 27

jungle appear, interspersed with large trees, the most important being
the sa/ (Shorea robusta), the @bnits or Indian ebony, and Zerminalia.

The sloth or Indian bear (Melursus ursinus) occurs in the south
of the District; it is usually harmless unless attacked. Tigers arc
found occasionally in the high grass jungles of the Kosi in the
nor.th-east, and leopards in the hilly country to the extreme south
of the District, while several species of wild cat are met with, including
the palm civet or ‘toddy cat’ (Paradoxurus niger), so called from its
alleged habit of drinking the juice of the palmyra palm. Wild hog are
found in all parts of the District, but are most common north of the
Ganges, where they do considerable damage to the crops and are used
by the lower castes for food.

The climate is pleasant and healthy., In the south the summer
months are very hot, but in the extreme north the climate is cool
throughout the year. Mean temperature varies from 62° in January to
89° in May. The highest average maximum is 97° in April. The
annual rainfall averages st inches, of which 8-5 inches fall in June,
13-1 in July, 117 in August, and ¢-3 in September. Rainfall is fairly
evenly distributed over the whole area, but the average is rather higher
towards the north.

‘The earthquake of 1897 caused considerable damage in Bhagalpur
town, but only one life was lost. In September, 1899, the castern part
of South Bhagalpur, including the country about Colgong, suffered very
severely from a heavy flood.  Owing to a cyclonic cloud-burst, the river
Chandan rose in flood, broke its embankments, and flooded all the
country in the neighbourhood of Ghogi, while the railway bridge near
Ghoga was washed away ; altogether about 1,800 lives were lost and
25,000 houses destroyed. In 1906 serious distress was causcd by
floods in the extreme west of the Madhipurd and Supaul subdivisions,
the crops being entirely destroyed in parts of the former; and there
was also some distress in the head-quarters subdivision between the
Ganges and Tiljoga.

Historically there is little of intcrest in the annals of Bhagalpur until
the later Musalman times. The town of Bhagalpur is*occasionally
referred to in the Akbarnama, and in the din-i-
ARkbari it is mentioned as the chief town of makdl .
or pargana Bhigalpur, which was assessed at Rs.1,17,403. Akbar’s
troops are known to have marched through it when invading Bengal
in 1573 and 1575 ; and in the second war against the Afghans, Man
Singh made Bhagalpur the rendezvous of all the Bihar contmgents
which in 1591 were dispatched thence to Burdwan before the invasion
of Orissa. The town was subsequently made the seat of an imperial
Jaujdar or military governor.

When the East India Company assumed the Diwini of Bengal

History.
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(1765), - Bhagalpur District formed t?lc eastern pa.rt of the Muha.m-
madan serkar of Monghyr, and lay, with the exception of one pargana,
to the south of the Ganges. At that time the country to the south and
west was so unsettled, owing to the inroads of hill tribes, that the
exact boundaries of the District in those directions cannot be deter-
mined ; and it was not until 1774 that an officer was specially deputed
to ascertain its limits. 'Till 1769 the revenue and criminal jurisdiction
continued in native hands; but at the cnd of that year an English
Supervisor was appointed, who lived at Rijmahal and whose duties
were “to obtain a summary history of the provinces, the state, produce,
and capacity of the lands, the amount of the revenues, the cesses, and
all demands whatsoever which are made on the cultivators, the manner
of collecting them, and the gradual rise of every new import, the regula-
tion of commerce, and the administration of justice”  In 17%2, when
the Company took the management of the revenue into its own hands,
it was found that during the past scven years morc than 5 lakhs of land
revenue had been embezzled annually.  Measures were at once taken
to put the collections on a more satisfactory footing, and the zamindirs
were ordered to live on their estates and attend to the collection of
their rents, and were imprisoned if they fell into arrears. The Collector
next turned his attention to the administration of criminal justice,
The ravages of the marauding hill tribes in the south had become so
serious that, in December, 1777, and January, 1778, 44 villages were
plundered and bumned, and in May, 1778, the hillmen actually carried
off some of the Collector’s tents within a few miles of Bhagalpur town.
.]’mpcrly and life werc insecure, and it became a matter of supreme
Importance to pacify these hill tribes.  In conjunction with Captain
James Brown of Rajmahal, Augustus Clevland, at that time Collector
of tl}e .l)istrict, carried out a scheme which resulted in 1780 in the
pensioning of the hill chiefs, From this time matters improved ; and
though the ravages of the hillmen did not at once cease, the prompt
measures which followed upon each inroad at length produced the
def;n‘rcd effect, and the country became finally free from attack.

. I'here hav‘e been many changes of jurisdiction in the District, and
it has lost little by little the character of a South Gangetic tract
wlugh it had _when it first came into British possession. A stretch of
700 square miles on the north of the river was added to it in 1864, and
a furthc; Important transfer was made in 1874, when the Kharagpur
fargana was separated from Bhagalpur and added to Monghyr
District.

The most interesting archaeological remains are at MANDARGIRI;
:Lls:;learzkrféc; :g:tz)turez atI JAH:\N(‘:iRA and PATHARGHATA, a rock
SULTRN(SANJ “w ,B ;;': the remains of Buddh:_st. monasteries at

3ANJ, 2 andh, an embankment running for- 20 miles
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along the west bank of the Daus river in the north, is usually repre-
sented as being a fortification erected by a prince named Bir—a
supposition favoured by the fact that the Daus is at present an
insignificant stream which does not need embanking. At onc time,
however, the river was possibly much larger, and 1t may be that the
Bitbandh was raised to restrain its overflow. At Champanagar near
Bhagalpur town there are two remarkable places of worship belonging
to the Jain sect of Oswils, one of them erected by the great banker
of the eightcenth century, Jagat Seth; and also the mausolcum of
a Muhammadan saint, Makhdiim Shah, the inscription on which
states that it was erected in 1615 by Khwaja Ahmad Samarkandi,
Jaujddr of sarkar Monghyr. Other objects of interest near the town
are the KARANGARH plateau, which formerly contained the lines of the
Hill Rangers (a regiment embodied by Clevland about 1780), and
a monument erected to the memory of Clevland by the landholders
of the District.

"The population of the present area increased from 1,826,038 in 1872
to 1,967,635 in 1881, to 2,032,696 in 1891, and to 2,088,953 in 1901.
The District is gencrally healthy, but the Kishanganj
thana and parts of Madhipura bordering on the Kosi
are notoriously malarious.  Cholera usually occurs in localized cpi-
demics from April to June and August to October ; it was very scvere
and widespread in 19oo. Deaf-mutism is prevalent in the Colgong,
Bihpur, and Bhagalpur fA@nas which adjoin the Ganges, and in the
Supaul subdivision on the right bank of the Kosi. Details of the
population in each subdivision in 1g9or are given below :—

Population.

Number of g Eg E.E.g'-_: 58
£ |58 |besds 53iy
3 ivisi - o Sea ooC
Subdivision, _E 8 § —gﬁ g_gg gg 5 §-§ B
. S LA s el
Bhagalpur . 934 830 583,244 627 | + 6.0 30,675
Banka . . 1,18 994 433,499} 367 | + 2.4 13,117
Madhipura . 1,176 757 539,310| 4;6 | + 28 12,791
Supaul . . 934 482 510,900 547 [ — 6.1, 12,677
District total 4,226 3,003 2,088,053( 494 | + 2.8 69,:260

The two towns are BHAGALPUR, the head-quarters, and CoLGONG.
The population is not so dense as in the Districts to the west, a fact
which may be ascribed to a less fertile soil and less healthy climate,
combined in the Madhipurd subdivision, where there has beer? an
actual loss of population, with occasional floods from the Kosi which
leave behind them a barren sediment of sand. There is a considerable
gain by immigration from the Districts on the west and the United
Provinces, which is more than counterbalanced by large erhigration
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to Purnea and the Santal Parganas. 'The verna'c'ular spoken is
the Maithili dialect of Bihari; in the south a sub-dialect known as
Chhika Chhiki do/ is used. Hindus number 1,875,309, or 89.8
per cent. of the total population, and Muhammadans 209,311, or 10

.

er cent. )
! Among the Hindus the most numerous castes are the Ahirs and

Goalas (367,000), Dhanuks (ro_s,ooo), Musabars (94,?00), Chamars
(90,000), Koiris (89,000), Tantis (80,000), and DOS:ldl.lS (79,000),
while other functional castes are also well represented.  Being bounded
by the Nepil Zarai on the north and the Santil Parganas on the south,
the District contains a large aboriginal clement, and the. N.[.usah.ars,
Chamars, and Dosidhs consist almost ?ntircly of semi-Hinduized
aborigines.  Gangautas (56,000, chicfly in  the head-qu.ar_tc:rs sub-
division) and Gonrhis (49,000, chiefly in the Supaul subdivision) are
more common here than elsewhere ; and there arec 27,000 Santils,
mostly in the tkdnas bordering on the Santdl Parganas. Of the
Muhammadans g2,000 are Shaikhs, but Jolihas and Kunjras are also
numerous.  Agriculture supports 68-6 per cent. of the population,
industrics 10-7 per cent, commerce 1-2 per cent., and the professions
0-9 per cent.

T'wo missionarics of the Church Missionary Socicty, stationed at
Champanagar, a few miles from Bhagalpur town, work in Bhagalpur,
Purnea, and Monghyr Districts.  There is also an independent mission
at Jaypur in the south.of the District, and Bhagalpur is a station of the
Church of England Zanina Missionary Society. In the latter town
a fine church for the native congregation, a high school, an orphanage,
and a leper asylum are superintended by missionaries. In 1g9or the
number of native Christians was 514.

The soils on the two sides of the Ganges are very different.  On the
north the soil, like that of Lower Bengal, consists chiefly of good clays
intermixed with sand, which are ordinarily very friable.
On the south of the river five different kinds are
found. Along the south-castern boundary is a high belt of land some
6 to 10 miles wide, containing gravel, granite, jasper, and basalt ; this
is the least productive soil, but grows reZar and is well wooded.
Of less elevation, but still above flood-level, is 4dri land, which yields
rich cold-season crops, such as wheat, barley, oats, mustard, and sugar-
cane, and is classed as either sa/i or dosa/ according as it gives one or
two crops in the year. Land fit for growing rice is known as kheyari
lanll, which is also divided into the same two classes according to the
number of crops it produces ; some of this land, however, loses much
of its value from the presence of calcareous nodules or from efflores-
cence of goda. Chaur is very low marsh land, which cannot be culti-
vated till after the rainy season is passed. Didra is land lying on the

Agriculture.
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bank of the Ganges which is subject to yearly inundation ; it produccs
good cold-season crops and is very suitable for the cultivation of
indigo. When covered with a layer of sand, it is called balibandk;
and if the sand is not more than 18 inches deep, the long tap-root
of the indigo plant reaches to the good soil below and the plant
flourishes.

In 1903-4 the cultivated area was estimated at 3,320 square miles
and the cultivable waste at 312 square miles, details by subdivisions
not being available. About 35 per cent. of the cultivated area is twice
cropped.

Rice is the staple food-grain. The principal crop is the aghani or
winter rice, which is sown in May and reaped in December or January,
and covers 1,707 squarc miles; while the bkadof or early crop, which
is also sown in May but reaped in August, covers 495 squarc miles.
Other staple crops are maize (391 square miles) and marud (192), while
important food-grains arc wheat (353), barley, joredr, and gram. Oil-
sceds include linseed, rapeseed, mustard, castor-oil, and #7/; cotton and
jute arc the chief fibres, but a new fibre, rhea, is now being grown at
Bangaon and may possibly become important. Sugar-cane (roo square
miles) is more extensively grown than in any other District of Bengal ;
on the other hand indigo with 12,000 acres, though still an important
crop, has been affected by the fall in prices in recent years.

Improvements have been effected in the cultivation of sugar-cane,
and the Naini ‘T4l potato has also been introduced with success.
Loans under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act have been granted frecly
in times of distress ; Rs. 36,000 was advanced in 18923 on account
of the failure of the crops, Rs. 30,000 in 1897-8, another year of
scarcity, and Rs. 16,000 in 1899-1900 in consequence of disastrous
floods.

As elsewhere in Bihar, the cattle are of a better and stronger breed
than those of Bengal proper. There is no lack of pasturage; the
ghoghrds of Katiria in the south and the c4awnr lands of the Dharampur
pargana in the north provide abundance of grazing land, and scarcity
of fodder is seldom experienced even in periods of *drought or
famine. The only cattle fair of importance is held at Singheswar in
Madhipura.

There are no canals ; irrigation is carried on principally by means
of reservoirs and the system of Gkars and pasns which is common
throughout Bihar. A reservoir is made on the side of a hill near
a river as high up as is feasible ; and when the river comes down®in
flood, water is diverted into the reservoir and is subsequently carried
where required over a series of terraces. This scheme of irrigation
removes the need for canals, and produces excellent crops ypon most
unpromising land. It fails only when the opportunity of filllng the
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reservoirs is missed, and the last flood of the river. comes down without
advantage being taken of it.  The area of laqd irrigated by means of
tanks and wells is cstimated at 1,121 square miles.

lead ores (principally argentiferous gale!m)' occur at’ Qauripur or
Phaga, Dahijar, ‘Khanda, Gamharia, Kha]unzi,' afld._l\arlkhar. At
Phaga 103 oz z dwt. 12 grs. of silver and at Khajuria 46 oz 4 dwt.
3 grs. have been obtained per ton of lead from galena ; but two attempts
made to work galena in 1878-9 and in 1900 were soon abandoned.
Other minerals existing in the District are sulphide of lead, sulphuret
of antimony, malachite, talc, chlorite, and jasper. Tron ore is also
distributed over the whole of the hilly country, but is not much worked.
Close to Colgong there are scveral small hills consisting of piled
masses of a very compact grey granite, which appears at one time
to have been quarried for the construction of temples.

The principal manufactures are fasar sitkk and bafta cloths, indigo,
g#i, iron and brass utensils, cloth, and lac bracelets.  Gwr (molasses)
is made at Banka and exported to Lower Bengal;
coarse coloured glass used for bracclets is manu-
factured at Bhagalpur ; and carpets and blankets are
made in the Central jail. ‘The manufacture of Zasar is carried on by
means of hand-looms of a primitive kind. The silk is woven with
a mixture of cotton in various proportions, and the pieces of cloth
produced are called by different names according to the proportion of
cotton in warp or woof. The indigo industry is declining owing to
the competition of the artificial dye ; and in 1903-4 the out-turn was
only 75 tons. In Bhigalpur town there arc a few small factories of
aerated water.

‘The chief imports are coal and coke, salt, cotton piece-goods, gunny-
bags, gram and pulscs, silk (raw), and tobacco (raw) ; the chief exports
are rice and paddy, wheat, gram and pulses, linsced, mustard seed, and
indigo. "The imports are reccived by rail or steamer from Eastern
Bengal or come down by road from Nepal. In order to gauge the
extent of trade with Nepal, three registration posts have been established
on the three main routes from the north ; but a part of the trade comes
by intermediate routes and so escapes observation. The export trade,
!ike the import trade, is largely with Nepal and Eastern Bengal. The
important trade centres are: in the south, Sultanganj, Bhagalpur,
Colgong, Pirpainti, Belhar, Amarpur, Barahat, Jaypur, and Banka; and
in the north, Madhipura, Kishanganj, Bangaon, Pratapganj, Bihpur,
an Supaul. In the south most of the trade is carried by the East
Indian Railway loopline and by the Steam Navigation Company,
whose boats facilitate the carriage of grain from the Gangetic tracts.
New trade facilities have been afforded by the opening of the railway
connecting Sonpur with Katihar and the branch line from Bihpur to

Trade and
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Barari, which have diverted a large amount of the trade of North
Bhagalpur, but have hardly affected traffic in the south.

Three main railway lines run east and west almost parallel through
the District. ‘The loop-line of the East Indian Railway (broad gauge)
passes along the south bank of the Ganges, with a'branch line from
Sultanganj station to Sultanganj Ghat for goods only. On the north
bank runs the Hajipur-Katihar extension of the Bengal and North-
Western Railway (metre gauge). In connexion with it is a branch line
from Bihpur to Barari Ghat, from which a steam ferry plies across the
river to Bhagalpur ; it is proposed to construct a line from the south
bank of the river to Bhagalpur railway station. The Tirhut Statc
Railway (metre gauge), worked as part of the Bengal and North-Western
Railway system, passes through the north of the District, terminating
on the east at Khanwa Ghat on the Kosi, where it is connected by
a ferry with the line from Anchra Ghat to Katihar. A new linc
running from Mansi in Monghyr north to Bhaptiahi to connect the
Hajipur-Katihar Railway with the Tirhut State Railway is under con-
struction, and from this line a branch will run to Madhipurd. A
proposal has also been madc to construct a branch from Bhagalpur
via Bausi to Deogarh in the Santal Parganas.

Including 39} miles of village tracks, the District contains 1,763
miles of road, of which 634 are metalled. 'The principal metalled
road leads from Bhagalpur town to the Santal Parganas via Jagdispur
and Bausi. Other important roads run west to Monghyr, east to
Sihibganj, and north to Madhipurd and Supaul.

The principal waterway is the river Ganges, on which traffic is carried
on by the Steam Navigation Company. Most of the rivers in the north
of the District are navigable for part of the year. The Tiljuga is
navigable by boats of 70 tons as far as Tilakeswar, and the lower
reaches of the Dimra and Talaba are navigable by boats of g tons,
The Kosi is very dangerous for navigation, owing to the frequent
changes in its course and its strong current during the rains. In
addition to the ferries across the Kosi at Khanwa Ghat and across the
Ganges at Bhagalpur, there are important ferries at Colgong and
Sultanganj.

Bhégalpur has suffered from time to time from scarcity, and there
are records of famines in 1770, 1775, 1779, and 1783. From that
date there seems to have been no year of great
distress till 1866, the year of the Orissa famine, when
Bhagalpur suffered considerably, the price of rice in July, 1886,
rising to 8% seers for a rupee. In the famine of 1874 elaborate
measures were taken to relieve distress. The total expenditure exceeded
9 lakhs, but a part of this consisted of advances to cultivatqrs) which
were afterwards partially realized. In the famine of 1896-7 a portion
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of the District, 300 square miles in area, was affected and _required
a limited amount of relief. Test works were opened early in 1897,
but they failed to show any great demand for labour, the number
of persons in receipt of relief never exceeding 25,090. N

For administrative purposes the District is divided into four subdivi-
sions, with head-quarters at BHAGALPUR, BANKA, MADHIPURA, ‘and
SurautL. ‘The District Magistrate-Collector is assisted at head-quatters
by a staff consisting of five Deputy-Magistrate-
Collectors and two Sub-Deputy Collectors, and also
occasionally by a Joint or Assistant Magistrate. The outlying sub-
divisions are in charge of Deputy-Magistrate-Collectors, the subdivi-
sional officers of Supaul and Madhipura being usually assisted by
a Sub-Deputy-Collector.

The civil courts subordinate to the District and Sessions Judge, who
is also Judge of Monghyr, are those of three Sub-Judges at head-
quarters and of five Munsifs, of whom two are stationed at Bhagalpur
and one cach at Banka and Madhipura, while the fifth is an additional
Munsif for Madhipura and Begusarai in Monghyr. The criminal
courts include those of the Sessions Judge, an Assistant Sessions Judge,
the District Magistrate, and the above-mentioned magistrates. 'The com-
monest cases are those arising out of disputes about land ; in recent
years there has been an outbreak of dacoity in the north of the District.

As already stated, Bhagalpur formed under Muhammadan rule part
of the sarkdr of Monghyr, and the amount of land revenue for which
it was liable cannot be separately determined ; it is, however, known
that the zamindirs in the hilly parts of the Binka subdivision enjoyed
a semi-independence and seldom paid any revenue at all. In con-
sequence of the embezzlements which followed the Permanent Settle-
ment, the land revenue in 1799 amounted to only 3.10 lakhs; and
owing to the backward condition of the District at the time of the
settlement and to the imperfect assessments originally made, the inci-
dence of land revenue is extraordinarily low, amounting for the whole
District to R. o 46 per cultivated acre and to less than 11 per
cent. of the rental. In many places, especially in the Banka sub-
division, there has been a great development of estates in recent years,
and villages with a rental of more than Rs, 1,000 are paying a nominal
revenue of Rs. 8 a year. In the north the westward advance of the
river Kosi has washed away a number of estates, and the proprietors
have allowed them to be sold for arrears of revenue. In this way the
n@lber of khas mahals is increasing. In all, however, only 70 estates
with a current demand of Rs. 38,000 are held direct by Government,
the remainder of the District, with the exception of 10 temporarily
settled gstates paying Rs. 2,000, being permanently settled. During
the ladt century the subdivision of estates has been remarkable, the
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number of estates increasing thirty-fold and the number of proprictors
eighty-fold in that time. In the south the rent of low land suitable for
rice cultivation varies from 12 annas to Rs. 6 per acre and of dkith or
high land from Rs. 3 to Rs. g per acre, while high jungle lands fetch
only from 6 annas to Rs. 1-8-0. In the north, rice land varies from
12 annas to Rs. 4-1, and 44/ land from 12 annas to Rs. 3-8 per acre.
The average area of a ryot’s holding in the south is from 8 to 5 acres,
but in the north it is less. A ryot with a holding of 20 acres is con-
sidered to be well-to-do, and holdings of morc than 40 acres are almost
confined to the makdjan class, who lend money and grain at interest.
The following table shows the collections of land revenue and of
total revenue (principal heads only), in thousands of rupees :- -
|

19001, 1903-4. .

e — .
[ 18f0-1. | 1890-1.

601 | 597 | 596 |
15,07 17,46 17,28 |

Land revenue . . §717
Total revenue. 14,15

Outside the municipalities of BHAGALPUR and CoLGONG, local affairs
arc managed by the District board, to which subdivisional local boards
are subordinate. In rgo3—4 its income was Rs. 2,31,000, including
Rs. 1,38,000 from rates; and the expenditure was Rs. 2,30,000, the
chief item being Rs. 1,57,000 spent on public works.

The only important work constructed by the Public Works depart-
ment is the Chandan embankment. This extends for 3} miles along
the left bank of the Chandan river, and protects an area of about
4% squarc miles, including the village of Bianka and some low-lying
land in the vicinity. Other smaller embankments have been con-
structed by samindars.

The District contains 21 #kanas or police stations and 10 outposts.
The force subordinate to the District Superintendent in 1903 consisted
of 4 inspectors, 33 sub-inspectors, 38 hcad-constables, and 399 con-
stables ; there was also a rural police force of 194 daffaddrs and
3,782 chaukidars. A company of military police is stationed at
Bhagalpur town. The training-school for officers of the Btngal police
service is at Bhagalpur, and during the year 170 cadets and 9 proba-
tionary Assistant Superintendents were trained there. A Central jail at
Bhagalpur has accommodation for 1,964 prisopers, and subsidiary
jails at Banka, Madhipurs, and Supaul for 4.

Education is backward, only 3.3 per cent. of the population
(66 males and o-1 females) being able to read and write in 19or. An
advance has, however, been made in recent years; for though the
number of pupils under instruction fell from 21,286 in 1880-1 to
17,306 in 1892-3, it increased again to 25,387 in 19oo~1. Im 19034,
27,996 boys and 2,492 girls were at school, being respectively 18-1 and
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1-5 per cent. of those of school-going age. The number of cd.ucalioPaI
institutions, public and private, in that year was 1,319 including
one Arts college, 19 sccondary, 962 primary, and 337 specnal schools.
The expenditure on education was Rs. 1,60,000, of whlc_h Bs. 15,000
was met from DProvincial funds, Rs. 35,000 from District funds,
Rs. 2,000 from municipal funds, and Rs. 74,000 from fees. The chief
educational institution is the Tejnarayan Jubilee College in BHAGAL-
pUR town ; the only other notable school is the Sanskrit #/ at KARAN-
cari. A Santdl boys’ school and a Santdl girls’ school near the
castern border have a large attendance, while all the primary schools in
the south of the District arc attended by boys of aboriginal races.

In 1903 the District contained 13 dispensaries, of which 6 had
accommodation for 70 in-patients. At these the cases of 71,000 out-
patients and 934 in-patients were treated during the ycar, and 4,206
operations were  performed.  The cxpenditure was Rs. 24,000, of
which Rs. 1,800 was met from Government contributions, Rs. 8,000
from Tocal and Rs. 4,000 from municipal funds, and Rs. 8,000 from
subscriptions.

Vaccination is compulsory only in municipal areas. In 19o3-4 the
number of persons successfully vaccinated was 72,000, representing
358 per 1,000 of the population,

[M. Martin (Buchanan Hamilton), Zastern India, vol. ii (1838);
Sir W. W. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. xiv (1877).]

Bhagalpur Subdivision. —Head-quarters subdivision of Bhagalpur
District, Bengal, lying between 25° 47 and 25° 30’ N. and 86° 3¢’ and
87° 31’ E,, with an area of 934 square miles. 'The subdivision consists
of an alluvial tract of great natural fertility, bounded on the north by
the Ghugri and intersected by the Ganges. The population in 1901
was 585,244, compared with 552,279 in 1891, the density being
627 persons per square mile. It contains two towns, BHAGALPUR
(population, 75,760), the head-quarters, and CoLcoNG (5,738); and
830 villages. Bhagalpur, SuLtANGaNj, and Colgong are important
marts on the banks of the Ganges. There are archaeological remains
of interest “at these places, as well as at JaHANGIRA, KARANGARH,
and PATHARGHATA,

Bhagalpur Town.-—Head-quarters of the Division and District of
the same name in Bengal, situated in 25° 15’ N. and 87° o’ E., on the
right bank of the Ganges and on the East Indian Railway, distant
frqm Calcutta 265 miles by rail and 326 by river. Bhagalpur figures
more than once in Muhammadan chronicles of the sixteenth century.
Akbar’s troops marched through the town when invading Bengal in
1573 and 1575. In Akbar's second war against the Afghan king of
Bengal, Kis Hmdu general Man Singh made Bhagalpur the rendezvous
of all the Bihar contingents, which in 1 592 were sent thence over
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Chota Nagpur to Burdwan, where they met the Bengal levies, and the
united army invaded Orissa. ‘T'he town was subsequently made the
seat of an imperial faujdar or military governor. The town contains
two monuments to the memory of Augustus Clevland, Collector
of Bhagalpur towards the end of the eighteentf century, one of
bnck crected by the landholders of the District, the other of stone
sent out by the Directors of the East India Company from England.
Within the town and its neighbourhood (at Champanagar) are some
interesting Muhammadan shrines, and two remarkable places ot
worship, belonging to the Jain sect of Oswils, one of them erected by
the great banker of the eighteenth century, Jagat Seth. The Karan-
GARH plateau near the town formerly contained the lines of the Bhagal-
pur Hill Rangers organized by Clevland in 1780.

The population increased from 65,377 in 1872 to 68,238 in 1881, to
69,106 in 1891, and to 75,760 in 1901, of whom 70 per cent. were
Hindus and 29 per cent. Musalmans, while there were 333 Christians
and 118 Jains. The town is thriving, its growth being due mainly to
a great development in the export trade in agricultural produce, which
has led to the opening of a second railway station, It contains the
usual criminal, revenue, and civil courts, a police training school,
Central jail, Arts college, dispensary with 32 beds, and a Lady Dufferin
hospital. The jail has accommodation for 1,964 prisoners, who are
employed in the manufacture of blankets and carpets, canework, furni-
turc-making, carving, oil-pressing, graingrinding, and rope-making.
Cerebro-spinal fever has been practically endemic in the jail since
1897, outbursts occurring at varying intervals ; the disease appears to
be commonest among prisoners employed on dusty forms of labour, in
the garden and on road-making. The Jubilee College, built by Babu
Tejnardyan Singh, a zeminddr of the town, in 1887, was raised to the
first grade in 1890, when law classes were opened. The college has
a fine building and a strong staff of professors ; a hostel for boarders is
attached to it,

Bhigalpur was constituted a municipality in 1864. ‘The income
during the decade ending 19o1-2 averaged 1-36 lakhs, and the expen-
diture 1.15 lakhs. In 19o3—4 the income was 1-29 lakhs, including
Rs. 32,000 derived from a tax on houses and lands, Rs. 21,000 from
a water rate, Rs, 11,000 from tolls, Rs. 12,000 from a conservancy rate,
and Rs. 10,000 from a tax on vehicles. The incidence Of taxation was
Rs. 1-2—4 per head of the population. In the same year the expendi-
ture was 1-12 lakhs, the chief items being Rs. 3,000 spent on drainge,
Rs. 20,000 on conservancy, Rs.9,000 on medical relief, Rs. 17,000
on roads, and Rs. 1,900 on education. The town is a very healthy
one, with a natural system of drainage and a filtered “ager-supply,
which was extended in 1896-7 to the suburbs of Nathnagar and
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Champanagar, a loan of 3 lakhs being advanced by Government for the
lmg)l(l);’g‘irathi.—kivcr of Bengal, being an offshoot of the Ganges,
which it leaves in Murshidabad District in 24° 35" N. and 88° 5" E. ;
it is also fed by tributaries from the east_ern fringe of th(? Chota Nagpur
platean.  After flowing through Mursihlc?ﬁbﬁd,_ it constitutes the boun-
dary betwcen Burdwin and Nadii Districts, till, after a total course of
140 miles, it unites with the Jaranci in 23° 25" N. and 88° 24’ E., to
form the HoocHry. From the dawn of history till probably some time
in the sixteenth century, the Bhagirathi formed the main stream of the
Ganges ; and in the eyes of Hindus this, and not the PADMA, is still the
sacred stream. The Hindu traditional account of its origin is as
follows: King Sagar was an ancestor of Rama, and had ninety-ninc
times performed the Aswamedha jajna or ‘great horse sacrifice,” which
consisted in sending a horse round the world, with a defiance to any
one to arrest its progress, If the horse returned unopposed, it was
understood to be an acquiescence in the supremacy of the challenger,
and the'animal was then solemnly sacrificed to the gods. King Sagar
made preparations for the hundredth performance of this ceremony ;
but the god Indra, having himself performed the sacrifice a hundred
times, was jealous of being displaced by a rival, and therefore stole the
horse and concealed it in a subterrancan cell, where a holy sage was
absorbed in heavenly meditation.  The 60,000 sons of Sagar traced the
horse to its hiding-place, and, believing the sage to be the author of the
theft, assaulted him, The holy man, thus aroused from his meditation,
cursed his assailants, who were immediately reduced to ashes and
sentenced to hell. A grandson of Sagar, in search of his father and
uncles, at last found out the sage, and begged him to redeem the souls
of the dead. The holy man replied that this could only be effected if
the waters of the Gangi (the aqueous form of Vishnu #nd Lakshmi)
could be brought to the spot to touch the ashes. Now Ganga was
residing in heaven under the care of Brahmi, the Creator; and the
grandson of Sagar prayed, but unsuccessfully, that the goddess might
be sent to the earth.  He died without issue, but a son, Bhagirath, was
miraculously born of his widow, and through his prayers Brahmd
allowed Ganga to visit the earth. Bhagirath led the way till near the
sea, and then declared that he could not show the rest of the road,
whereupon Gaiigd, in order to make sure of reaching the bones of the
dead, divided herself into a hundred mouths, thus forming the delta of
the\Ganges. One of these mouths arrived at the cell, and by washing the
ashes completed the atonement for the sin of the sons of king Sagar.

In_ the past the great capitals of Gaur (Lakhnauti), PANDUA, RAJ-
MAHAL,.I"..[ABADWiP, and SATGAON were situated on the banks of the
Bhagirathi. Its earliest bed, known as the Saraswati, left the modern
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Hooghly at Sitgaon, and pursued a more westerly course to a point
near the place where the Damodar now joins the Hooghly. Large
vessels sailed up this river in the sixteenth century, and its silting up
led to the establishment of the port and town of Hooghly by the Portu-
guese in 1637. Local traditions have preserved no record of the
supplanting of the Bhagirathi by the present main channel of the
Ganges, and it was probably effected very gradually. Changes on
a great scale still take place in the bed of the Bhagirathi. Thus Nadia
was originally situated on the right bank, but the river, after rending
in twain the ancient city, now leaves the modern Nadia on its left bank.
‘Ihe Bhagirathi has also eaten away a portion of the battle-ficld of
Prassey. In the present day its course frequently changes, and sand-
banks and other obstructions are constantly being formed. The bed
has largely silted up, and in the hot weather it degenerates into a string
of pools connected by shoals which are seldom navigable during this
season, It forms a part of the NaDIA R1vERS system, and a series of
efforts have been made by Government to keep its channel clear for
navigation, but without very satisfactory results ; a new dredging scheme
has now been formulated. ‘The chief tributaries of the Bhagirathi are:
in Murshidabad, the united waters of the Binsloi and Pigla, and the
Chord Dekra ; and, in Burdwin, the Ajay and Khari, all on the right
hank. The principal towns on its banks are: in Murshidabad,
JANGIPUR, J1acaNj, MURrsHIDARAD, and BERHAMPORE ; in Burdwan,
Karwa; and in Nadii, Napanwir,

The name of Bhigirathi is also given to the main source of the
Ganges in the Himalayas.

Bhagwangola.— River mart in the Lilbagh subdivision of Murshid-
abid District, Bengal, situated in 24° 20’ N. and 88° 18’ E., on the
Ganges. Population (1901), 989. There are in reality two villages of
the name, 5 miles from each other, called New and Old Bhagwangol.
The latter was under Muhammadan rule the port of Murshidabad and
an important commercial town. In 1743 it was attacked four times by
the Marithis without success ; but subsequently, in 1750, it was taken,
plundered, and burned by them. Sirij-ud-daula rested here in his
flight to Réjmahﬁl The river no longer flows by Old Bhagwingola,
and the traffic is confined to the new town.

Bhainsrorgarh.— Vlllage and fort in the State of Udalpur, Rajput-
ana, picturesquely situated in 24° 58’ N. and 7 5 34" E., at the con-
fluence of the Bimani and Chambal rivers, about 120 miles east-by-
north-east of Udaipur city. The place is included in an estate ofthe
same name, held by one of the first-class nobles of Mewar, who is styled
Riwat and belongs to the Chondawat family of the Sesodia Raj-
puts, The estate consists of 127 villages, yielding an incomg of about
Rs. 80,000, and pays Rs. 6,000 as tribute to the Darbir. The fort,
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which is said to have been built by, and named after, a Mahijan called
Bhainsa Sah, possibly a servant of the Chauhin kix'lgs who ruled over
Sambhar and Ajmer, overlooks the sole passage which exists for many
miles across the Chambal.  The place was taken by Ali-ud-din about
1303, and its paldces and temples were destmyed.. At Barolli, ab9ut
3 miles north-east of Bhainsrorgarh, is a group f’f Hindu temples which
Fergusson considered the most perfect of their age that he 'had met
with in that part of the country and, ‘in their own peculiar style,
perhaps as beautiful as anything in India” The principal temple,
dedicated to Ghateshwar, stands in a walled enclosure which is full of
other interesting buildings and remains, the most important being the
Singar Chaori or “nuptial hall’ of Rija Hun ; the shrines of Ganesh and
Nirad ; two columus, one erect and the other prostrate, probably
intended as a #ran or trilithon ; the shrine of Asht Mita; and the
shrine of the Tri-murti or Hindu triad—Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva.
Outside the enclosure is a fountain or £#ud with a miniature temple in
the middle, and surrounded by small shrines, in one of which is a
figure of Vishnu, reposing on the Sesk Skapya or ‘bed of the serpent,’
which Fergusson thought the most beautiful piece of purely Hindu
sculpture he had seen. 'These buildings are said to helong to the
ninth, or possibly the tenth, century ; and in carving and artistic con-
ception there is nothing in Mewar to equal them, except perhaps the
Sis Bahu temple at Nagda near Upareur Crry.

L. Tod, Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan, vol. ii (1832);
J. ¥ergusson, Picturesque Ilustrations of Ancient Architecture (1848).]

Bhairab.—Old river of Bengal. The Bhairab has long been a
partly deserted channel, and only sections of it can now be traced ;
but its name Bhairab (* the terrible ) bears witness to the estimation in
which it was once held, and in its prime it must have been of great
hydrographic importance. ‘I'he Bhairab takes off from the Ganges,
almost opposite to where the Mabinandd flows into it; and it is
suggested that it originally formed a continuation of the Mahananda,
and that that river was cut into half by the Ganges as it worked its way
castwards. “The Bhairab at one time flowed across the present Districts
of Murshidabad, Nadia, Jessore, and Khulna into the Bay of Bengal,
but was intersected and cut into three pieces by the Jalangi and
Maiabhanga. In its' upper course it at first silted up, but was sub-
sequently forced open again by floods in 1874 at its intake from the
Ganges., and expanded into an important distributary which poured its
waters into the Jalangi 40 miles farther south, The result was that the
channel of th<_e Jala‘ngi above the point of junction began to close up,
and tht!.Bham'xb 15 now the channel by which the Jalangt proper
deﬂ\_!es Its main water-supply from the Ganges. Lower down the
Bhairal flowed for a short distance through the channels now occupied
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by the Matabhanga-Churni, Icavmg them at Matiari, whence it passed
on towards Jessore. The main current was subsequently diverted
down the Kabadak, which was apparently originally only an offshoot
from the Bhairab at Tahirpur. The Bhairab itself has silted up below
'Tihirpur to such an extent that its bed above JesSore town is now
little more than a line of marshes. From Basantia south of Jessore
town the Bhairab is still a navigable stream and a portion of its waters
join the Madhumati river, while the remainder pass by the Ripsa
river through a separate estuary to the sca.

Bhairab Bazar.—Village in the Kishorganj subdivision of Mymen-
singh District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 24° 2’ N. and
90° 59" E., where the old Brahmaputra enters the Meghni at the
boundary junction of the three Districts of Dacca, Tippera, and
Mymensingh. Population (19o1), 618. It is the most important com-
mercial mart of the District, possessing a large trade in jute and also in
salt imported under bond. A large cattle market is held here.

Bhairabi.—River in Darrang District, Eastern Bengal and Assam.
See BHARELL

Bhairagnia.—Village in Muzaffarpur District, Bengal. See Bair-
AGNIA.

Bhaironghati.—Temple and pass in the State of 'F'ehri, United
Provinces, situated in 31° 2’ N, and 78° 53" L., at the confluence of the
Bhagirathi with the Jadhgangd or Jahnavi. Both rivers flow in deep
gorges confined by perpendicular walls of granite, and the scenery is
wild in the extreme. Onc traveller has described the rocks as
resembling the massive towers, spires, and buttresses of some Gothic
cathedral reft asunder by an earthquake. A light iron-wire suspension
bridge, 250 feet long, crosses the Jahnavi at a height of 350 feet above
the torrent. The place is considered sacred to Bhairon (Siva), and is
(visited by many pilgrims.

Bhaisa Taluk.--A former fa/vk in the east of Nander District,
Hyderabid State, incorporated in MUDHOL in 1905.

Bhaisa Town,—Former head-quarters of the /@/u% of the same
name, and now a town in the Mudhol #2/#% of Nander District, Hyder-
ibad State, situated in 1¢° 7’ N. and 77° 58’ E., on the northern bank
of the Siddha river. Population (1go1), 7,126. It contains the offices
of the Second and Third Talukdars and of g police mspector,
Munsif’s court, a post office, a dispensary, two schools, and a gmnmg
factory. A weekly bazar is held, at which a large business is done in
cattle, grain, and cotton. In the town are situated an old Jima Mas}id
and the shrines of three Musalman saints.

Bhaisfikho.— Z%akurdt in the BHOPAWAR AGENCY, Central India ;
also known as Garhi.

Bhaisaunda.—One of the CHause Jicirs in (,entral * India,
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under the Political Agent in Baghelkhand, with an area of about
32 square miles, and a population (1901) of 4,168. .'J'he Jagir was
created by a readjustment of shares which took place in !81.7. The
present holder, Pandit Sti Chhatarsal Prasad Ja, succeeded in 1883,
He was educated at the Rajkumar College, Nowgong, and was entrusted
with the management of his 7@gir in 1903. The jagir contains 29 vil-
lages. Of the total area, 1o square miles, or 31 per cent., are cultivated.
The revenue is Rs. g,000. Bhaisaunda, the chief place in the jagir,
is situated in 25° 18’ N. and 80° 48’ E., 8 miles from Karwi station on
the Jhansi-Manikpur section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway.
Population (1901), 1,386.

Bhaisola.-— Z#akurat in the BHOPAWAR AGENCY, Central India ; also

.. known as Dhotria,

Bhaja.—Village in the Maval Zi/vka of Poona District, Bombay,
situated in 18° 44’ N. and 73° 29" E., about 7 miles south-west of
Khadkila, and about 2z miles south of Karli railway station. Popula-
tion (ryor), 366. It contains a group of eighteen early Buddhist caves
of about the second and first century B.c., in the west face of the steep
hill, some 400 feet above the village. Beginning from the north, the
first is apparently a natural cavern 3o feet long and slightly enlarged.
The next ten are plain cells. The twelfth cave forms a ckastya or
chapel, and is, according to Dr. Burgess, of the greatest importance for
the history of cave architecture. The cave is 59 feet long by about
29 feet wide, with a semicircular apse at the back, and an aisle 3 feet
5 inches wide separated from the nave by twenty-seven plain octa-
gonal shafts 11 feet 4 inches high. The pillars rake inwards about
5 inches on each side, so that the nave is 15 feet 6 inches wide at the
tops of the pillars and 16 feet 4 inches at their bases. The dagoda or
relic shrine is 11 feet in diameter at the floor, and the cylinder or drum
is 4 feet high. The dome is 6 feet high and the box upon it is two-
storeyed, the upper box being hewn out 1 foot 7 inches square inside
with a hole in the bottom 1 foot 8 inches deep and 7 inches in diameter.
The upper part of the box or capital is of a separate stone and hollowed,
showing cléarly that it held some relic. On four of the pillars are
carved in low relief seven ornaments of Buddhist symbols. On the
left of the seventh pillar is a symbol formed of four tridents round a
centre, which perhaps contained a fan with buds and leaves at the
corners. On the eighth pillar on the right side are two flowers and what
looks like a fan, and on the left side a posy of holy flowers. The roof
is arched, the arch rising from a narrow ledge over the triforium 7 feet
5 inches above tht? tops of the pillars and 26 feet 5 inches high from the
floor. The roof is ribbed inside with teak girders, the first four of
whxch,'an‘d parts of some of the others, have given way or been pulled
down, The front must have been entirely of wood, and four holes in
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the floor show the position of the chief uprights. 'There are also mor-
tices cut in the rock showing where one of the chief cross-beams must
have been placed, probably to sccure the lattice-work in the upper part
of the window. The front of the great arch is full of _pin-holes in three
rows, about 170 in all, showing beyond doubt that some wooden facing
covgred the whole of the front. The figures on the arch include that
of a female—high up on the left, much weather-worn, with a beaded
helt about the waist ; two half figures looking out of a window in the
projecting side to the right of the great arch, and on the same side
the heads of two others in two small compartments on a level with the
top of the arch.

For a full description of the remaining caves, which are also intercst-
ing, sce the Bombay Gazetteer, vol. xviii. 'T'here are several inscriptions,
but they contain no information of special interest.

Bhajji.— One of the Simla Hill States, Punjab, lying between 31° 77
and 31° 177 N. and 77°2”and 77° 23 E., with an area of 96 square miles.
Population (19o1), 13,309. ‘The State lies on the south bank of the
Sutlej, and culminates in the Shali peak, 9,623 fect above sea-level.
The Ranas of Bhajji are Rajputs who came from Kaingra and con-
quered the State many years ago. It was overrun by the Gurkhas
between 1803 and 1815, but on their expulsion in the latter year the
Rani was confirmed in his possessions by the British Government.
‘The present chief, Rand Durga Singh, succecded in 1875. The State
has a revenue of Rs. 23,000, out of which Rs. 1,440 is paid as tribute.
Its principal product is opium of exceptional purity. Sconi, the
capital, lies on the Sutlej, and is celebrated for its sulphur hot springs
and a suspension bridge across the river.

Bhakar.—Native State in the Central Provinces. See CHANG
BHAkAR.

Bhakkar.—Fortified island in the river Indus, Sukkur District,
Sind, Bombay. See BUKKUR.

Bhakkar Subdivision.—Subdivision of Midnwili District, Punjab,
consisting of the BHAKKAR and LE1aH TAHSILS,

Bhakkar Tahsil.—C_entral cis-Indus Za/si/ of Mianwili District,
Punjab, lying-between 31° 10" and 32° 22’ N. and 70° 47" and 72° K,
with an area of 3,134 square miles. Most of it lies in the desolate plain
of the TuaL, but the Kachhi or stnp of riverain lagd along the Indus is
of great fertlllty The population in 1901 was 125,803, compared with
119,219 in 1891. The fa/s#/ contains the town of BHAKKAR (popula-
tion, 5,312), the head-quarters, and 196 villages. The land reventie
and cesses amounted in 19o3-4 to 1.7 lakhs. Places of interest in
the tafsi/ are MANKERA and Muhammad Rajan, at the latter of
which is the shrine of Pir Muhammad Rijan, who died there on’
a pilgrimage,
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Bhakkar Town.—lHead-quarters of the fuksi/ of the same name
in Mianwali District, Punjab, situated in 31° 37" N. and 71° 4" E., on
the left bank of the Indus and on the North-Western Railway. Popula-
tion (1901), 5,312. It stands on the edge of the Thal or sandy plain
overlooking the low-lying alluvial lands along the river, a channel of
which is navigable as far as Bhakkar during the floods. To the west of
the town the land is low, well cultivated, and subject to inundation,
while to the east the country is high and dry, treeless, and sandy. A rich
extent of land irrigated from wells lies below the town, protected by
embankments from inundations of the Indus, and produces two or
three crops in the year. The neighbouring riverain is full of date
groves and fruit gardens; and in it stands a famous mango-tree, the
fruit of which uscd to be sent to Kabul in the old days of Afghin rule.
Bhakkar was founded probably towards the close of the fifteenth
century by a body of colonists from Dera Ismail Khin, led by a Baloch
adventurer, whose descendants held the surrounding country till ousted
by the grantces of Ahmad Shih Durrani. The municipality was
created in 1874. Its income and expenditure during the ten years
ending rgoz-3 averaged Rs. 7,700, The income in 19o3-4 was
Rs. 7,500, chiefly derived from octroi; and the expenditure was
Rs. 8,600. The town contains a dispensary and a municipal vernacular
middle school.

Bhalala.-- Petty Statc in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhalgam Baldhoi.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhalgamda.—Detty State in KATiiawar, Bombay.

Bhalki.—Hcad-quarters of the paigik tiluk of thc same name in
Bidar District, Hyderabad State, situated in 18° 3’ N. and 77° 12’ E.,
about ¢ miles cast of the confluence of the Karanja with the Manjra.
Population (19o1), 5,788.

Bhalsand (or Bharsand).—Town in the District and #a4siZ of Ballia,
United Provinces, situated in 25° 43" N. and 84° 16’ E., 6 miles east of
Ballia town. Population (190s), 5,777. 'The place is said to. be of
great antiquity, having been founded by a Raja of Haldr early in the
twelfth century,  There is a small manufacture of coarse cloth. The
school has 128 pupils,

Bhalusna.—Petty Statc in Mani KANTHa, Bombay.

Bhambore (Bambura).—Ruined city near the village of Gharo, in
fh“ Mirpur Sakro #a/uka of Karichi District, Sind, Bombay, situated
in 24° 40’ N. and 67° 41’ E.  Population (1901), 127. It was stormed
by the Muhammadans on their first invasion in A.D. 711. Tradition
preserves its old name as Debal, Dewal, or Dawal, * the temple ' ; but
it is believed that before the Musalman invasion it was known under
‘tht_: namg of the Mahara or Mansawar. The ruins, as also the numerous
coins found on the site, attest its former population and importance.
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Bhamo District (Burmese, Bamazw).—Frontier District in the north
of the Mandalay Division of Upper Burma, lying between 23° 37 and
24° 52’ N. and 96° 34" and 97° 46" E., with an area of 4,146 square
miles. It is bounded on the north by Myitkyind District ; on the east by
the China frontier ; on the south by the Shan State of Mongmit ; and on
the west by Kathd District. Down the centre of the
District from north to south runs the Bhamo plain, Physical

aspects.

about 100 miles long and 25 miles wide, shut in on

every side by mountains, once forest-clad, but now sadly marred by the
improvident faungya-cutter.  On the east the uplands extend in a suc-
cession of ranges, forming a sea of mountains, and extending far into
the great plateau of South-western China, with peaks near the frontier
rising to 8,000 feet. On the west the hills bounding the plain are
similarly arranged in parallel chains, running north and south and
occasionally reaching an altitude of 4,000 feet, until another plain is
reached, watered by the Kaukkwe stream running southwards into the
Irrawaddy, and the Sitkala running northwards into it, the two rivers
bounding the District on the west. The Irrawaddy, flowing down from
the north, enters the District in 4 narrow defile between the two eastern-
most of these ranges, and debouches on to the Bhamo plain about
28 miles farther down. Here it turns south-cast and bends round in
one great sweep past the town of Bhamo, to pierce the highlands again
about 30 miles lower down, running in another narrow defile to a little
way above Shwegu, where it once more spreads out into a wide island-
strewn channel, quitting the District after a farther course of 30 miles.
The two defiles referred to are usually known as the third and second
defiles. They are both beautiful, but are unlike in character. The
former (the northern one) is wild and rugged ; in the dry season the
river wanders through a wilderness of fantastic rocks which in the rains
break up the water into foaming impassable rapids. The latter is
almost as imposing, the hills on the northern side ending in a magni-
ficent wall, rising in one place to about 4oo feet sheer out of the water.
The river here presents an unruffled surface, sliding between the rocky
walls in scenery unsurpassed in its contrast of deep-blue. water and
luxuriant forest. Above and below these two clefts the river spreads
out near Bhamo to a width of 2 miles, contaim'ng numerous islands.
Into the Irrawaddy on its left bank flow various streams from the north,
south, and east, which spread out fanwise and drain the whole Bhamo
plain to the east and south of the river. The sources of some of these
are more than 100 miles apart, while a distance of only 20 miks
separates their points of junction with the Irrawaddy. Proceeding from
north to south the first of these rivers is the Mole, which rises in the
Chinese hills and, after running a tortuous track southwards gnd west-
wards for 100 miles across a now almost deserted plain, empties itself
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into the main stream at Hngetpyawdaw about 8 miles above Bhamo,
Next below it is the TAPING, an ungovernable waterway which quits the
hills at Myothit in the north-east of the District, anq ﬁows.more or less
parallel to the Mole into the Irrawaddy almost lmmed.late]y abov.e
Bhamo. Numecreus villages stand on its banks, but its course is
described by the people themselves as like that of a drunken man ; and
some years ago it destroyed nearly all of these hamlets. South of the
"Taping arc shorter streams, flowing more or less westwards—the Nansari
and the Thinlin, along whose banks are dotted small Shan-Burmese
villages. South of these again is the Moyu; and lastly, flowing in
a north-westerly direction to join the Irrawaddy just above the second
defile, is the Sinkan, which drains all the southern part of the plain.
Deserted paddy-fields on its banks show that they must have been culti-
vated before the inhabitants were driven out by the Kachins, and it may
yet, like the Taping, flow past prosperous villages ; but at present the
riches of the Sinkan valley lic in its forests. The plain between these
several streams is mostly uncultivable, for it is high-lying and cut up in
all dircctions by nullahs, and will long remain under thick tree-jungle
or forest. ‘The rivers entering the Irrawaddy on its right bank are less
numerous than those on its left. A considerable portion of the western
border is marked by the Kaukkwe, flowing southwards into the main
strcam a few miles west of Shwegu. The only other important water-
waty on this side is the Mosit, which empties itself into the Irrawaddy
a little to the cast of Shwegu.

A large portion of the District is covered by the alluvium of the
Irrawaddy and its tributaries. The mountains on the east are formed
of crystalline rocks, gneisses, schists, and crystalline limestones, with
intrusive dikes of basic igneous rocks. Patches of Tertiary sandstones
occur here and there, surrounded by the alluvium. The country has
not yet, however, been examined carefully from a geological point of
view, .

The botany has not been studied as a whole, but the vegetation is
rich and the flora varied. Bamboos and canes abound, and in the hills
orchids are common. Large stretches of the plain land near the rivers
are covered with thick elephant-grass. ' :

The elephant, tiger, and sambar are met with in the wilder parts of
the District, while hog deer and barking-deer abound everywhere. The
leopard is ubiquitous, and at the foot of the hills wild hog are common.
It 'is doubtful whether there are any real wild buffaloes, those met with
bamg probably the progeny of the domestic animal. Snipe are com-
paratively scarce, but duck can be shot in many places, and partridge
and jungle-fowl everywhere.

In tht_e‘ plains the cold-season months are cool, though near the rivers
thick rhists lie well into the morning, impeding traffic, and making the
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air raw and disagreeable. On the hills in January it is very cold, frost
occurring occasionally atas low an elevation as 500 feet above the plain.
The hot months are close ; the mountains shut off the plain from cool
breezes in the rains, and towards the end of the monsoon the atmosphere
becomes steamy and enervating. The District had a bad reputation for
sickness till lately ; but the conversion of a number of malarious back-
wateTs in the neighbourhood of Bhamo town into permanent lakes has
diminished the prevalence of fever among Europeans. Burmans from
the dry zone, however, are still apt to sicken and dic during the rainy
scason. The lowest temperature recorded at Bhamo town was 38° in
1891, and the highest 106° in 18go. The average maximum and mini-
mum are about 87° and 60° respectively.  The rainfall is fairly copious
and regular.  Since 1887 it has averaged about 72z inches per annum.
‘The name of the District (Banmazw or Manmaw, converted by the
Burmans into Bamaw) is Shan, and significs ‘the village of pots or
potters.”  The early history of Bhamo is legendary,
but it is clear that at onc time a powerful Shan State
was more or less conterminous with the present District. It had its
capital at Sampenago, the ruins of which are still to be scen at the
northern end of the town of Bhamo, and became a Burmese dependency
(with the Mongmit State) in the latter part of the sixtcenth century. In
1668, according to Mr. Ney Elias, the Sawbwa, Sao Ngawk Hpa, insti-
gated a Chinese attack upon Burma, but failing in his design, fled the
country and was replaced by Min Gon, a Burmese general. In 1742
the Sawbwa freed himself from the Burmese yoke. Shortly afterwards,
however, the Burmans, after repelling a Chinese invasion, which centred
round Bhamo, permanently assumed control and appointed governors ;
but their hold on Bhamo was loose, and up to the time of the British
occupation the wuz in charge was often to all intents and purposes an
independent ruler. A mission sent to inquire into the China-Burma
trade, which had almost ceased owing to the Panthay rebellion in
Yiinnan, led to the appointment of a British Resident at Bhamo in 1869,
Though British commerce benefited but little directly from this arrange-
ment, trade in general increased rapidly, and the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company in 1874 carried 30 lakhs’ worth of merchandise to and from
Bhamo. On the re-establishment of the authority of the Chinese
Government in 1875 a mission under Colonel Horace Browne was sent
into Yiinnan, by way of Bhamo, but failed to achiéve its object, one of
the party, Mr. Margary, who went ahead by himself, being murdered
at Manwaing beyond the frontier. »
The villages on the plains were at this time always being harried by
the wild Kachins and Chinese. The Burmese government was quite
unable to cope with the situation ; and in 1885 a quarrel between the
Bhamo wwun and one Set Kyin, an adventurer who had raised a vody of

History.
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Chinamen to put down a rising in Mogaung, led to an attack by the
latter on Bhamo, when he drove out the wuz and burnt almost the
entire town,

"The District was occupied by the British without opposition in
December, 1885, "but considerable difficulty was met with in controlling
the Kachins and the outlaws they screened.  The Hpunkan Kachins in
particular, a tribe settled about 30 miles south-cast of Bhamo, were ex-
traordinarily bold, levying tributc in the villages of the Sinkan valley and
attacking Sawadi on the Irrawaddy early in 1886. The Bhamo plain
was raided more than once during that year, and on one occasion the
hillmen effected an entry into Bhamo, killing three sepoys and burning
the barracks. The raids continued throughout 1887, but no attempts
were made to visit the Kachins in their hills. Early in 1889 a band of
Chinese marauders harried the Mole valley, but were dispersed with a
loss of fifty men. The Sinkan valley continued to swarm with dacoits,

.who were assisted by Kachins in the surrounding hills and in Méngmit,
and were led by one Hkam lLeng. A police attack on this outlaw at
Malin was repulsed, and later on a British officer (Lieut. Stoddart) was
killed by the gang, which invested Sikaw and for some time occupied
Siuw.  In the meanwhile the Hpunkan Kachins had again begun to
cause trouble, and an expedition under General Wolseley marched
through their tract, fined them, and proceeded to Namhkam. In
December, 1889, a column was again sent through their country, acting
in concert with columns from Mongmit and Hsenwi, but Hkam Leng
managed to escape. During 189o-1 an expedition was organized to
punish the Kachins settled on the hills east of Bhamo for their frequent
raids on caravans; and in 18912 a force was dispatched into the
Kaukkwe valley to obtain the submission of the Kachins of the western
hill tracts, while a column marched along the whole eastern frontier
from Namhkam to Sadon, in the present Myitkyind District. During
the rains of 1892 the Mole valley was disturbed by a pretender, known
as the Setkyawadi Min, who was, however, killed before long. A post
was established at Namhkam in 1893 ; and in 1893-4 the District was
quiet, except on the hills east of Bhamo, where the Kachins attacked
a column and killed three sepoys. The villages concerned were
punished, and there have been no setious disturbances since.
Myitkyina District was cut off from Bhamo in 1893,

In the angle formed by the Taping and Irrawaddy at the extreme
n.orth end of Bhamo town are the ruins of the ancient capital of the
kihgdom, Sampenago, which tradition places as contemporary with the
Buddha Gautama. The moat and massive wall can still be traced. It
s apparently coeval with the ancient city of Tagaung, farther south on
the Irrayaddy. The beautiful pagoda at Shwekyina, on the left bank
of the"Taping a little distance north of Sampenago, is attributed to
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Asoka, as also are the Myazedi pagoda at Hakan, opposite Bhamo
town, and the Shwezedi at Bhamo. Ruins of former citics stand near
Shwekyina and at the foot of the Kachin Hills east of Bhamo, while
near Myothit are the remains of an old English or Dutch factory pre-
sumably built in the eighteenth century. In the Irrawaddy, just above
Shwegu, is an island known as the Royal Island, remarkable for the
number of religious buildings that have been crowded on it. It is said
to have gained its reputation as a place of pilgrimage owing to a vision
seen by a Sawbwa of old, which he commemorated in the usual
Buddhist fashion ; and it is now packed with pagodas and zayats (rest-
houses). 'T'he main shrine, 60 feet in height, contains a curious
full-length recumbent Buddha.

The population of the District in 1891, according to a partial
Census, was 41,039. In 1gor it amounted to 79,515.

S : . . Population,
Its distribution in the latter year is shown in the P
following table :—
. P e
‘5‘1_”; Number of 5 E"“é | .:?_"_g-g )
. N % | 8E|gesg
Township. &= | & & = SYiE2TE
B | & & 2 58 8687
& o = o ga|Za%
= |FP 5 |8 | £
Bhamo . .. .lnyazf1 | 598 | 57,572 | 33 1 50689
Shwegu . . - v l2,q33] ... ) 185 | 21,943 9 | 4,332
District total | 4,146 | 1 | 783 | 79,515 | 19 | 10,021 |

BHAMo, the head-quarters, is the only town. The average density is
low, for the population is confined to the valleys. It must have been
cven lower in 189r, but the figures of that Census are too meagre to be
of any value for purposes of comparison. Buddhism is the prevailing
religion, but Animism is strongly represented. Shan, Burmese, and
Kachin are all spoken, and are the vernaculars of three-quarters of the
population.

About one-third of the population is composed of KacHins. The
actual figure given in the census returns is 25,800 ; but practically all
“the inhabitants of the ¢ estimated’ areas (regarding whom no race data
were collected in 1901, and who were computed tp be about 1,500 'in
number) are Kachins, and the total may be taken as 24,000, inhabiting
the hilly areas of the District. Burmans numbered 20,300, and Shans
20,900, It should be noted, however, that pure Burmans are to Be
found only in Bhamo town, and in the Shwegu subdivision along the
Irawaddy, and that pure Shans reside nowhere but in the villages
lying east and south of Bhamo along the Sinkan valley. Jn point
of fact, the majority of the non-Kachin population are composed of
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a mixture of the two races, and should properly be called Shan-
Burmans. Along the Taping valley and in other places are to be
found Chinese-Shan settlers from the Chinese provinces of Mengla and
Santa; they numbered 1,800 in 19or and are increasing annually.
‘There are nearly 3,000 pure Chinese, a fair proportion being Cantonesc
Chinamen who have come through Rangoon to settle and trad? in
Burma. The total number of immigrants from China numbered 4,100
in 1901, while natives of India numbered 4,200, including sepoys
and military policemen. Of the total Indian population, 2,300 were
Musalmins, 1,400 Hindus, and 770 Sikhs. Bhamo contains a few
Punthays (Chinese Muhammadans), who are engaged in thc trans-
frontier trade.

Altogether 54,216 persons, or 68 per cent. of the total population,
are dependent upon agriculture, including 28,56y who support them-
selves by taungya-cutting ; but these figures do not include the popu-
lation of the ¢ estimated’ areas.

Native Christians in 1gor numbered 683, of whom 300 were Baptists
and 112 Roman Catholics. The American Baptist Mission started
work before the annexation ; they have large schools for Kachin boys
and girls at Bhamo, where there is also a church and a school for
Burmans and Shans. The Roman Catholics have fifteen nominally
Christian villages containing ten churches, and have started a secondary
school at Nahlaing, a village on the Taping. They work among both
Shans and Kachins.

Cultivation is practically confined to the borders of the streams, and
to the hillslopes where faungya-cutting is practised. 'T'he Sinkan valley
possesses great agricultural possibilitics, but it is
now sparsely populated, owing to the depredations of
the Kachins. "The Mole valley has been similarly denuded of inbabi-
tants, and the river banks are clad with forest and jungle. Zaungya
(shifting) cultivation is confined to the Kachins, who, however, also
oceasionally work ingeniously irrigated rice areas at the foot of the hills,
and in_ some cases village paddy-fields. In the plains rice is grown in
nurseries ard transplanted, the ground being prepared by ploughing and
harrowing. - The fields irrigated by the Taping are frequently destroyed
by its sudden floods and shiftings of channel. Mayin rice is grown in
the backw?.ters near Bhamo, and along the T'aping. Vegetables are to
be found in nearly all Shan villages ; but the river banks and islands
are not ordinarily planted with tobacco, as is the case elsewhere
it Burma, only a little being grown on the right bank of the Irra-
waddy. Plantam§ are plentiful, and English vegetables and fruits,
notably strawberries, are successfully cultivated in Bhamo. Vegetables

?lsogt}xrive well in the cxperimental garden at Sinlumkabi started
1897,

Agriculture.
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The main agricultural statistics for r9o3—4 are shown below, in square
miles :---

Township. " Total area. | Cultivated. ‘ Irrigated. | Forests
I e e _ o - .
{ !
Bhamo . . R K F1 23
‘bhwegn . C - 2423 1z 0 E 4,000
i - R —
‘ Total © 4,146 ! 6 4,000

Out of the total area cultivated in 1903~4 (exclusive of the very
extensive Zaungye cultivation), 32 square miles were under rice,
including 2,000 acres of mayin. Gardens, which are practically all
plantains, covered 1,600 acres, almost all being in the Bhamo
township. Aasng (alluvial) crops are hardly grown at all, and tobacco
covers only 180 acres. A coffee plantation (60 acres) is situated close
to Bhamo.

Various species of non-indigenous fruit trees have been tried in the
District, but otherwise very little has been done in the way of intro-
ducing new varieties of produce. Agricultural loans to the extent of
Rs. 6,000 were udvanced in 1903-4.

Buffaloes, locally bred, are much more used by the people of Bhamo
than kine. ‘Therc are, in fact, less than 6oo bullocks in the whole
District, and most of these are used for draught purposes only. A
few goats arc kept by natives of India. Ponics are brought in by
the caravans from China and the Shan States, most of them for the
Rangoon market ; and sheep are imported to a small extent from China.

No large irrigation works have been constructed. Attempts have
been made to regulate the course of the Taping, but they have not met
with success. More than 3,600 acres in the Shwegu township are
irrigated by small canals, branching from the rivers and carried some-
times for a considerable distance. The fisheries of the District have
not yet been surveyed. They are let for the year to lessees, who
generally sublet their rights over small areas for a few rupees a year.
The fisheries are commonest in the Shwegu subdmsxon, the largest
being the Indaw, opposite to Shwegu. This is a chain of lakes
7 square miles in extent, fed by a single narrow inlet, through which
the fish crowd at the first rise of the river. Preparations for closging
the inlet begin in October or November.  ¥7ns, or screens of split
bamboos lashed on to a frame of jungle-wood, are stretched across the
channel, and large quantities of fish are caught in their attempt to legve
the ﬁshery when the river falls. The remnant left in the lakes are then
taken in nets and traps, or rendered more or less unconscious by the
fishermen, who poison the water with a root known as makaga and
Capture their victims on the surface. The fishery revenue ftmounted
In 1903-4 to Rs. 28,000.
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Forest lands are estimated to cover about 4,000 square miles, but
only 311 square miles of this total are ‘reserved’ at present, and there
are no protected forests.  Unfortunately two-thirds
at least of the area is adversely affected by the
Kachin system of cultivation, the wasteful fexngya. The loss due to
faungya-cutting in the Kachin tracts is incalculable from the forest
revenue point of view. The timber that comes from the forests in the
north of the District is floated down to a revenue station at Shwegu,
where it is examined and measured, while that extracted below Shwegu
is taken to a station farther south. The forests are of various kinds:
swamp, tropical, hill, dry, and mixed. A peculiar feature of the mixed
forests is the disappearance in this latitude of the pyingado (Xylia
dolabriformis) and the kokko (Albizzia Lebbek). Among many species
that are met with are the #adye (Zugenia sp.), the shaw (Sterculia sp.),
the thadi (Bursera serrafa), the faukgyan and thitsein (Terminalia sp.),
the pyinma (Lagerstroemia Flos Reginae), the thithado (Cedrela
Zvona), the kanyinbu (Dipterocarpus alatus), the kanyinni (1. laevis),
and several species of Ficus. In the indaing forests the fugvin (FPentacme
siamensts) and common in (Dipterocarpus tuberculatus) are frequent.
Ingyin timber leaves the District in large quantities. Teak is found in
all the principal forests and is exported freely. During the twelve years
ending 1902-3 about 110,000 logs were extracted, of which 38,000
came from the Mosit drainage, and more than zo,000 each from the
Sinkan and Kaukkwe drainage arcas. Many kinds of bamboos and
canes are exported in considerable quantities, and the revenue from
this source averages Rs. 15,000 annually. Other items of ntinor
forest produce arc skaw fibre and the #4n reed from which ‘Danubyu
mats are made. , The total forest receipts amounted in 1963-4- tg
Rs. 7,45,000. : i

At present no minerals are found in sufficient quantity to be of com-
mercial importance. Gold occurs in the form of fine grains and leaflets .
in recent deposits of the Irrawaddy, and in a much-decomposed gneiss
in the neighbourhood of Myothit; and rubies and spinels, probably
derived from the crystalline limestones, have been discovered in the
river gravels. ‘The Burma Gold-Dredging Company holds the right of
dredging for gold in the bed of the Irrawaddy, from the confluence
abdve Myitkyina to the mouth of the Taping river.

The District is not noted for any particular industrial product.
C(:tton-weaving is carried on as a subsidiary occupation. Silver-work

Trade and and irox:n-work are produced in fair quantities; the
communications, fOrmer is also imported from the Shan States, and
o is often of excellent design. Pottery, somewhat
archaic ig pattern, is made at Shwegu. The cotton-weaving carried
on by the Kachins is of special interest. The articles made are for

Forests.
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domestic use only, and are woven from imported yarn or from a home-
grown cotton of pure white colour and glossy texture.

Bhamo has been a commercial centre of some importance for years.
‘I'wo trade routes to China converge on it, one from Tengyiieh via Man-
waing and Myothit, and one from Namhkam ; and ‘it is the northern
terminus of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company, which has sent steamers
up to the town since 1869. Bhamo once had a rival in the now
practically unknown village of Kaungton, at the entrance of the second
defile of the Irrawaddy ; but the caravans had to take what routes were
open to them, and to modify them according to the vicissitudes of the
petty wars that continued till the British occupation. After that date
what trade would have gone to Kaungton and did actually go for some
years to Sawadi, 9 miles below Bhamo, became diverted to Bhamo by
the improvements in the Bhamo-Namhkam road. Consequently all the
China-Burma trade coming into the District now passes through Bhamo.
This trade, rudely disturbed by the Panthay rebellion, recovered but
slightly on the re-establishment of the Chinese Imperial power in 1874,
and owing to the /Z&ir oppressions of the Chinese authorities and the
raids of the Kachins the traders have till recently undertaken heavy
risks ; so that, although the British occupation has stopped the latter
and the establishment of customs stations in Chinese territory has been
an attempt to introduce some kind of system into the former, business
through Bhamo shows no signs of increasing largely in the immediate
future. It is hoped, however, that the rebate of seven-eighths of the
maritime customs duty on goods imported and re-exported to China
will improve the frontier trade prospects. For the convenience of this
re-export trade, a bonded warehouse has been built at Bhamo.

The principal overland imports from China into Bhamo, with their
values in 19034, are as follows : raw silk (33 lakhs), orpiment (2 lakhs),
ponies and mules (1} lakhs), other animals (1} lakhs), and hides
(r lakh). The value of specie imported amounted in 1903-4 to
14} lakhs, and the total value of imports of all kinds was 23} lakhs.
Of this aggregate only Rs. 13,000 worth came via Myothit, and the rest
passed over the Namhkam route. The main exports to China, with
their values in 19o3—4, are as follows : Indian twist and yarn (24} lakhs),
raw cotton (3 lakhs), European piece-goods (1} lakhs), specic (2} lakhs),
a total value of 34% lakhs, of which only Rs. 9,000 pertain to the
Myothit route. The balance of trade is to some extent made up by
smuggled opium. '

Considerable trade is carried on with the Northern Shan States ahd
with the Kachin tracts, as well as with China, the values of the principal
imports and exports in 19o3—4 being as follows: imports, ponies and
mules (Rs. 17,000), rice (Rs. 3r,000), gram and pulse (Rs, 35,000),
hides (Rs. 53,000), specie (4 lakhs), total 53 lakhs; exports, salt
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(Rs. 87,000), Indian twist and yarn (Rs. 1,21,000), European piece-
goods (Rs. 74,000), total 5 lakhs.

Bhamo itself is only a place of transhipment ; there are no merchants
of any standing, and their agents merely see that goods pass from
Mandalay and Rdngoon to China and vice versa. The imports from
China go down by the river steamers and large native boats, wl‘wich
bring up the goods for re-export.

The Irrawaddy is navigable by large steamers to the mouth of the
Taping, z miles above Bhamo, and by smaller steamers in the cold
scason up through the District to Myitkyini. Two weekly steamers
ply weekly to Mandalay and other stations, and a daily stcamer runs
70 miles to the railway terminus at Katha. The Taping is navigable
by country boats at all times, and in the rains by large launches up to
Myothit, where the river debouches from the gorge. The Mole also
is navigable by large boats up to near Nalong, five days’ journey from
Bhamo, but navigation is rendered difficult by snags and sharp bends
of the stream. The Kaukkwe can be used by country boats as far
as Myitkyind District in the rains, and the Sinkan up to Sikaw, 20 miles
from its mouth. The District is well provided with roads. Kast of
the river four main tracks radiatc from Bhamo town, the first via
Myothit, where the Taping river is crossed by a hamboo bridge in the
open season and by a ferry in the rains, to Nalong in the Upper Mole
valley, close to the junction of Bhamo and Myitkyina Districts with
Chinese territory.  The second, the main road to Tengyiich (Momein),
the principal Chinese frontier customs station, strikes eastwards
across the plain to the foot of the hills, and thence along the south bank
of the Taping river to the frontier near Kalihka (51 miles). The
first 17} miles are metalled; the remainder is a mule-track, graded
so that it can be opened for carts in due course. The third main road
is the Namhkam road, south-eastwards to thc Northern Shan States.
As far as Mansi (13 miles) it is opened for carts ; thence to Panghkam
(39 miles), close to the Northern Shan States border, it is a mule-track
over the hills. Tt is freely used by caravans from the Northern Shan
States and the neighbouring Chinese Shan States. The fourth road
runs via Sikaw to Si-u on the Mongmit border. It is a cart-road as far
south as Sikaw (37 miles) ; thence to Si-u (18 miles) along the valley
of the Sinkan stream jt is open for carts only in the dry season. Along
the whole frontier from Nalong to Panghkam a mule-track has been
constructed connecting the frontier posts, and crossing the Taping river
between Nampaung and Kalongkha by an iron suspension bridge with
masonry abutments, which was constructed during the open season
of 1904, These roads are maintained mainly from Provincial funds.
In additign, numerous inter-village tracks are kept up by the District
fund, including cart-roads in the Shwegu subdivision, both east and
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west of the Irrawaddy, and mule-tracks in the Kachin hills. During
the rainy season, the smaller streams in the hills, and floods in the
low country, frequently render all but the main banked roads impass-
able for traffic. The construction of a light railway from Bhamo to
‘Tengyiieh is at present under consideration. Its estimated cost is
about 176 lakhs, and it will practically follow the road now under
construction along the Taping valley.

For purposes of administration the District is divided into two sub-
divisions, BHAMO and SHWEGU, each conterminous with a single town-
ship. Under the two subdivisional officers arc
215 village headmen. 'The hill areas of the two sub-
divisions arc administered by civil officers in accordance with the
provisions of the Kachin Hill Tribes Regulation, 1895. The civil
officer in charge of the Bhamo subdivision hill tracts has his head-
quarters at Sinlumkabi, 26 miles east of Bhamo. The subdivisional
police officer, Shweguy, is civil officer for the Kachin hill tracts of that
subdivision, with head-quarters at Shwegu. Bhamo is the head-
quarters of the Bhamo Forest division and of the Bhamo military police
battalion. The Public Works department is represented by an
ixecutive Engineer in charge of the Bhamo division, which is conter-
minous with the District.

The two township officers are judges in their respective courts, and
the akunwun at Bhamo is additional judge of the Bhamo township
court. ‘The Deputy-Commissioner, besides being District Magistrate
and District Judge, has the powers of a Sessions court for the trial of
crimes committed in the Kachin hill tracts, and the Commissioncr
confirms death sentences in such cases. The civil officers administer
criminal justice according to the Kachin Hill Tribes Regulation, and
decide all civil cases within their jurisdictions.  There are two additional
magistrates in Bhamo, the akunwun and the treasury officer.  Crime is
extremely light ; violent crime is almost unknown, but excise and opium
cases are fairly numerous. The Shan-Burmans, who inhabit the greater
part of the District, are peculiarly law-abiding, and compare very
favourably in this respect with the pure Burmans. .

Under Burmese rule the main source of revenue was #athameda,
supplemented by a tax on state rice lands and on fisheries. Tolls were
levied on imports and various commodities, and on boats according to
their capacity. At present the revenue is raiséd differently in the
plains and in the Kachin hill tracts. In the latter, the civil officers
personally collect the revenue while on tour with an escort in the open
season. This revenue consists only of tribute, in the form of a house
tax at Rs. 2-8-o per house. In the plains the greater part of the
revenue is made up of fkathameda, the assessment varyir:g from a
maximum of Rs. 1o in the accessible parts of the District to Rs. 5 and
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Rs. 2-8-o in remoter areas. The District has never been se.ttled, and
only a fraction of the rice land has been surveyed, on which a uni-
form rate of Rs. 1-8-o per acre is levied. On unsurveyed lands a tax
on the out-turn is collected, its amount being regulated by the Deputy-
Commissioner according to the market price of rice. The following
table shows the revenue since 18go-1, in thousands of rupees :—

i 18go-I. ¢ 1900-1. 1903-4.

Land revenue . Rt M 20 27 '
. ‘Total revenue . Lot 1 1L,39 1,53

* Including revenue of Myitkyini.

Land revenue is a comparatively small item in Bhamo.  Zkathameda
is the main source of revenue. It brought in Rs. 96,000 in rgoo-1,
and a little over a lakh in 1903-4 (including the tribute from the
Kachin hill tracts).

BHAMO is the only municipality. The District fund is administered
by the Deputy-Commissioner. Its income in 1903—4 amounted to
Rs. 10,500, the chief object of expenditure being public works
(Rs. 6,300).

Bhamo has been a military station since 1885. The garrison occu-
pies Fort C, on the highest ground in the town. At present it consists
of three companies of a British regiment, a battalion of native infantry,
and a mountain battery. The frontier outposts are manned by the
military police.

Besides the District Superintendent of police, two Assistant Superin-
tendents are in charge of the subdivisions, The force consists of one
inspector (at head-quarters), 5 head constables, 8 sergeants, and 180
constables, including 49 village police. There are 2 police stations and
12 outposts. Bhamo is the head-quarters of the Bhamo battalion of
military police.  Of this force, 768 (including all ranks) are stationed at
Bhamo itself, in Fort A on the bank of the river. The remainder of
the military police garrison, numbering 475 of all ranks, occupy five
frontier outposts—Alawpum and Nampaung north of the Taping, and
Warabum, Lwejebum, and Panghkam south of that river—as well as
posts at Sinlumkabd and Shwegu. These outposts are in heliographic
communication with each other and, directly or indirectly, with Bhamo,
and are connected by a frontier road. There are five British officers,
one of whom has his head-quarters at Sinlumkaba.

The District jail at Bhamo has accommodation for 97 prisoners,
who find occupation in grinding wheat for the military police and in
doing cane and bamboo work,

In 1901 the proportion of literate persons was returned at 22 per
cent. in the case of males and 2§ per ceat. in the case of females, or
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12} per cent. for both sexes together. The figures do not, however,
include the population of the ‘estimated’ areas, the great majority of
whom are unable to read and write. Bhamo possesses a number of
schools belonging to missionary agencies. The American Baptist
Kachin Mission has opened a school in Bhamo fos boys and girls,
teaching up to the eighth standard, and has ten other schools in the
Disttict. The same Agency’s mission to Burmans and Shans has
a school with primary and middle departments, and the Roman
(‘atholics have started teaching in the Christian village of Mahlaing on
the Taping. A Government Anglo-Chinese school at Bhamo has more
than 30 scholars. In 19034 the District contained 5 advanced schools
(private), 70 primary, and 73 elementary (private, and mostly monastic)
schools, with a total attendance of 2,634 boys and 309 girls. The
expenditure on education was Rs. 12,400, of which Rs. 10,300 was met
from Provincial funds and Rs. 2,100 from fees.

‘The two civil hospitals have accommodation for 59 in-patients. In
1903 the number of cases treated was 16,506, including 950 in-patients,
and 241 operations were performed. The total income was made up
of Rs. 4,500 from Provincial funds, Rs. 3,600 from municipal funds,
and Rs. 6oo from subscriptions. About 4,817 patients attended the
military police hospitals at Sinlumkabi, Warabum, Panghkam, and
Lwejebum during the same year.

In 1903-4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was 2,306,
representing 29 per 1,000 of population. Vaccination is compulsory
only within the limits of the Bhamo municipality.

[J. Anderson, Report on Expedition lo Western Yunnan, via Bhamo
(1871); L. B. Sladen, Narrative of the Expedition to explore the Trade
Routes to China via Bhamo (1869).]

Bhamo Subdivision.—Eastern subdivision and township of Bhamo
District, Upper Burma, lying between 23° 46’ and 24° 52’ N. and
97° 1’and 97° 46’ E., with an area of 1,723 square miles. The popu-
lation in 1901 was 57,572, of whom about 21,000 were Kachins, nearly
8,000 Burmans, and about 20,000 Shans or Shan-Chinese. There are
598 villages, including very small groups of huts in the Kaghin tracts ;
and the head-quarters are at Buamo Town (population, 10,734), while
the civil officer in charge of the Kachin hill tracts has his head-quarters
at Sinlumkaba, a station in the hills 26 miles east of Bhamo and 6,000
feet above the sea. The township is nearly all ‘covered with forest,
cultivation being confined to the ground near the rivers, and to the
shifting Zaungyas on the hill slopes, which occupy two-thirds of the town-
ship, north and east. Approximately 23 square miles were cultivated
in 1903-4, and the land revenue and fkathameda amounted to
Rs. 86,000.

Bhamo Town.—Head-quarters of the District of the same name in
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Upper Burma, situated in 24° 15" N. and 97° 1 5’ E., on the left bank
of the Irrawaddy, 687 miles from the sea. The town e:_(tem‘is along the
edge of the river for nearly 4 miles, the ground behind it being so inter-
sected with deep nullahs that the urban area cannot spread inland, and
has now reached its limits. The Shan quarter lies to the south, stretch-
ing for 2} miles from beyond the steamer gkat in the south to the much
higher ground on which the other part of the town is built. The hduses
are all ranged on two long roads parallel to the river, and behind is the
maidan, a polo ground in the cold season and a fishery during the rains,
when it is covered 15 to 20 feet deep by the Irrawaddy. The greater
part of the Shan quarter is liable to inundation, the river rushing to flood
the maéddn over the narrow isthmus on which it is built. The higher
ground extends along the river bank for about a mile and a half. On its
southern edge, running east from the river, are built the hospital and
the District, postal, and tclegraph offices.  Along the river is the quaint
Chincse quarter, with its houses overhanging the swirling stream beneath.
Behind, separated by a deep nullah, is the bazar and another nullah,
along the castern edge of which is the civil station. North of the Chinese
quarter stretches the Burmese village, up to the military police barracks
(or Tort A), which, with the jail, mark the end of the high ground, the
bank farther north being low-lying and in places liable to floods. The
cantonment is built behind the maidin at its north-cast corner, and
is connected with the station by a high embankment.  The barracks arc
all within the walls of Fort C.  On the China Road, running eastwards
from the bazar, arc the police station and the ugly white Shwezedi
pagoda, where an annual festival is held at the close of the Buddhist
Lent.

‘The malarious backwaters that gave Bhamo such an unenviable
reputation for fever have of late been converted into lakes or drained
altogether.  The main streets are metalled, and the steamer gkdf at the
southern eud of the town is now connected with the bazar and civil
station by the Viceroy’s Road, skirting the western side of the maidin.
A metalled track takes off from the China Road and, bending round
towards the, military police lines, makes a circular road about 5 miles in
length.

Bhamo has long been the gate of the Chinese trade, and as early as
the fifteenth century we find it on an old map made by Fra Mauro from
?he wanderings of Nicold de’ Conti. From the first it has been an
important commercial centre, but its business has declined a great deal
during the past century. Prior to annexation it was the head-quarters
of a wun appointed by the Burmese government, and was then a
stockaded town. It was occupied without opposition by the British
in December, 1885. The population, including that of the cantonment,

. [ .
was 8,048 in 1891 and 10,734 in 1go1; the latter total included
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1,971 Musalmins and 1,087 Hindus, about 2,000 Shans, and 3,700
PBurmans and Shan-Burmans. The inhabitants are chiefly petty rice-
traders, workers in silver or precious stones, and small shopkeepers.

Bhamo was constituted a municipality in 1888. During the ten
years ending 1go1 the income and expenditure of thé municipal fund
averaged about Rs. 25,000, In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 34,000,
of which Rs. 12,600 was derived from dues on markets and slaughter-
houses, and Rs. 3,900 from house and land tax; and the cxpenditure
was Rs. 33,000, the chief items being conservancy (Rs. 11,500), hos-
pitals (Rs. 6,200), and lighting (Rs. 3,600). The cantonment fund had
a revenue of Rs. 6,200 in 1903-4, the chief source of income being
grazing fees (Rs. 2,500).  The municipality supports the civil hospital,
which has accommodation for §r in-paticnts, The work of the civil
hospital is supplemented by that of the dispensary belonging to the
American Baptist Mission.

Bhandak.—Village in the Warora fa/si/ of Chanda District, Central
Provinces, situated in 20° 3 N. and 7¢° * E., 12 miles from Warord
station on the Chanda road. Tt has been suggested that Bhandak was
the capital of the old Hindu kingdom of Vakataka or Berar, but the
names are not connected, and no inscriptions of the Vakataka rulers
have been found here. The numerous ruined temples and fragments
of sculpture and squared stones show that it must at one time have been
agreat city. The most famous temple at present is that of Badari Nag,
or the ‘snake temple,’ the object of worship being a #dg or cobra, which
is said to make its appearance on all public occasions. The temple
itself is modern and has been reconstructed from older materials, many
old sculptures being built into the walls, To the cast of the village
near the main road is a tank containing an island, which is connected
with the mainland by an old Hindu bridge constructed of massive
columns in two rows, with heavy beams laid along their tops to form
a roadway. The bridge is 136 feet long and 7 feet broad. About
a mile and a half to the south-west of Bhandak, in the hill of Bijisan,
is a very curiously planned Buddhist cave. A long gallery is driven
straight into the hill to a distance of 71 fect, and at the end of it is a
shrine containing a colossal Buddha scated on a bench. Two gallerics
lead off at right angles to the first, and each of these has also its shrine
and statue. From traces of inscriptions on the walls the date of the
original excavations may be inferred to have been as early as the second
or third century A.p. In Gaordra, a mile and a half to the south of
Bhindak, are the remains of several temples, and caves and niches
hollowed out in the rock for the reception of statues. The principal
temple is called Jobnisa’s palace, and the two chief caves are called his
big and little fowl-houses.

Bhandara District.—District in the Nagpur Division of the Central
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Provinces, lying between 20° 40" and 2 1°47 N-_ and 79° 27"and 80° 4o’ K,
in the castern portion of the Nagpur plain, with an area of 3,965 square
miles. It is separated from Chhattisgarh by the Satpurd range on the
north, and by a line of broken hill and forest country farther south,
Through a narrow gap of plain between the hills on the north and south
pass the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and the great eastern road. Bhandara
is bounded on the north by Balaghat and Seoni Districts ; on the west
by Nagpur; on the south by Chinda ; and on the east by the Feudatory
States of Chhuikhadin, Khairagarh, and Nandgaon. The surface is
generally open and level, being broken only in a few

Physical places by isolated ranges of hills. The lowest and
aspects. most northerly of these is the Ambagarh range, an
outlicr of the Satpurds, which enters from the west and, trending in
a north-casterly direction, cuts off the valley of the Bawanthari river from
the rest of the District.  Soon after entering Bhandara the ridge is
crowned by the fortress of Ambagarh. In the centre, running from the
cast of Bhandara town to the railway near Gondid, is the Gaikhurf range,
a cluster of low peaks surrounded by irregular forest country. The
points of Lendejhari (1,499 feet) and Jamri (1,712 feet) are the highest.
Just west of Bhandira the Ballahi range, consisting of a few sandstone
hills capped with granite and overhanging the eastern road, forms a
prominent feature in the landscape. Lastly, in the south-cast lie the
Nawegaon or Partabgarh hills, the highest part of the District. Among
them, under a seven-peaked mass, locally known as the ‘hill of the
seven sisters,’ is the Nawegaon lake, and on an outlying bluff of this
cluster stood the old fortress of Partibgarh (1,842 feet). The peak of
Nishani is 2,314 feet high. In the extreme south-west near Pauni there
is an isolated clump of hills, and in the north-east the Satpura range
tukes in the corer of the District formed by the Salekasa and Darekasa
saminddris. ‘The main river is the Wainganga, and practically all the
others are its tributaries. 'The Wainganga enters the District on the
north-east, and flows diagonally across until it passes within a mile
of Bhandara town on the south-west, its valley lying between the
Ambagarh .and Gaikhuri ranges.  After this it flows to the south,
forming for a short distance the boundary between Bhandira and Nag-
pur, and then turning again south-east cuts off the small and fertile
::;trip of Pauni from the rest of the District. Its width in Bhandara
is gc.:ncmlly 500 yards, but opposite Pauni it broadens to half a mile.
During the open season it consists only of a small and sluggish stream
everywh?re for_dal')le, and containing at intervals deep pools full of fine
fish.  The principal afluent of the Wainganga is the Bagh, which rises
in the Chichgarh zamindari, south-east of the Partibgarh range, and
ﬂ(.)ws almost due north for a course of 70 miles, forming for some
distance ‘the boundary between Bhandara and Balaghat. It joins the
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Waingangd near Beni, being crossed by the new Sitpura Railway
just before its ]unctlon Another tributary on the left bank is the
Chiilband, which rises in the Gaikhuri range and flows south, crossing
the great eastern road at Saongi, where it is spanned by a large bridge.
'The Pangoli rises near Tumsar, and joins the Bigh hear Kimtha on
the tzorder of the District. On the right bank the tributaries are the
Chandan, which flows past Wariseoni and Rampaili and meets the
Waingangi near Saonri, the Bawanthari flowing down from Sconi
and joining it at Mowar, and the Siir coming east from Nigpur to
a junction not far from Bhandira town. The valleys of the Wainganga
and Bagh have been called the ‘lake region’ of Nagpur, from the
number of large artificial tanks constructed for irrigation which form
a distinctive feature of the country. The most important arc those
of Nawegaon, with an area of § squarc miles, and Seoni, with a circum-
ference of more than 7 miles, while smaller tanks arc counted by
thousands. 'These large tanks have been constructed by members of
the Kobli caste, and, though built without technical engineering know-
ledge, form an enduring monument to the natural ability and industry
of these enterprising cultivators. The larger tanks are irregular lakes,
their banks formed by rugged hills, covered with low forest that fringes
the waters, while dikes connecting the projecting spurs from the hills
arc thrown athwart the hollows. The Sakoli a4si/, or southern portion
of the District, consists largely of hill and forest. Elsewhere the country
is for the most part open and closely cultivated, and the expanscs of rice
and wheat-ficlds thickly studded with fruit-bearing trees and broken by
low, flat-topped hills present a pleasant and prosperous appearance.

The main formation in the valley of the Waingangd consists of
basalt and other igneous rocks, while in the eastern and southern part
of the District it changes to metamorphic sandstone. Beds of laterite
are common in all parts. In the isolated ridges and hills round
Bhandara town a closegrained sandstone is found, which makes a
good building stone.

The forests generally cover and surround the hill ranges; but beyond
the Partibgarh range a broad belt of jungle extends from Owara and
Amgaon in the north, round the eastern and southern border of the
District, to the Chilband. Teak is found on the higher hills, and
hamboos abound. The other timber trees are sij,(Terminalia tomén-
tosa), lendia (Lagerstroemsa parviflora), and bijasal or beuli (Plerocarpus
Marsupium). Much of the samindari forest consists of salai (Boswellia
serrata), a tree of very little value. Makud (Bassia latifolia) is abundant
in the open country, and the usual fruit-bearing and sacred trees surround
the villages, The grasses called £usa/ and ghonar are principally used
for thatching, and musyal for fodder. Kans (Saccharum spory'aneum)
sometimes invades the wheat-fields.



62 BHANDARA DISTRICT

Bison occur in the Gaikhuri and Partabgarh ranges, and instances
have been known of wild buffalo entering the District from the south,
‘Tigers and leopards are found in most of the forests. Snipe and duck
are fairly plentiful, and large fish are obtained in the deeper reaches
of the Waingang and in the Nawegaon lake.

The climate is slightly cooler than that of Nagpur, and the highest
temperature in the hot scason is usually not more than 1r2° The
nights, if the sky is clear, are nearly always cool. In winter the nights
are cold, though it never actually freezes. Malarial fever is prevalent
from August to the end of the year, especially in the south and east.
Severc cpidemics of cholera usually follow years of scanty rainfall.

"I'he annual rainfall averages 55 inches ; the Tirora Za/si/, situated in
the open country to the north, gets a smaller rainfall than Bhandara
and suffers most in years of drought.

Nothing is known of the early history of the District, except for
a vague tradition that at one period it was held by Gaoli kings. In
the seventcenth century the open country in the
north was included in the territories of the Deogarh
Gond dynasty, and the fort at Ambagarh seems to have been built by
the Pathian governor who held the Dongartal estate in Seoni under the
Gond Raja, Bakht Buland. The castern and southern portions of the
District were at this time covered with continuous forest; but the fact
that some of the samzndars formerly held deeds granted by the Garha-
Mandla dynasty shows that these territories were nominally ynder their
jurisdiction, while the present saminddr of Chichgarh holds a patent
from the Chinda kings. In 1743 Bhandira, with the rest of the
Deogarh territorics, became part of the Maritha kingdom of Nagpur,
but was at first governed by Aamaishdars or subordinate revenue
officials who were controlled from Nagpur, and whose charges, ten in
number, were assigned as apanages of different officers of the court.
The present town of Bhandira was constituted the District head-
quarters in 1820, when a European officer was appointed as Super-
intendent under the temporary administration of Sir Richard Jenkins.
Soon after the Marithd accession, a Kunbi pdze/, who had rendered
some services to Chimnaji Bhonsla on his expedition to Cuttack,
received as a reward a grant of authority over the eastern part of the
District, with instructions to clear the forest and bring it under culti-
vation. - This grant led to the rise of the samindiri family of Kamtha,
which 'by 1818 had extended its jurisdiction over 1,000 square miles
of territory, comprising about fourteen of what are now the samindir!
es_tates of Bhandira and Balaghat, the ancestors of the presen't gamin-
dirs having. held their estates in subordination to the Kimtha house.
In 181§ Chimna Pitel, the zamindir, rose in support of Appa Sahib,
captured the Maritha governor of Lanji, and garrisoned a number

History,
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of the existing forts with his retainers. A small expedition was dis-
patched against him from Nagpur under Captain Gordon, which,
after a successful engagement with 4oo of the zamindar's levies at
the village of Nowargaon, stormed Kamtha and took Chimna Patel
prisoner. The Kamtha territories were made over to the Lodhi zamin-
dar of Warad, who had afforded assistance to the British and whose
duccndams still hold the zamindari. Some years afterwards the
samindari of Kirapur, now in Balaghat, was conferred on the deposed
Kamtha family. The subsequent history of Bhandara has been the
same as that of the Nigpur kingdom, and on the death of Raghuji 111,
the last Raja, in 1853, it became British territory. During the Mutiny
the peace of the District was undisturbed. In 1867 the Lanji tract
and several of the zamindaris were taken from Bhandira to form part
of the new Bilaghat District.

An old cromlech and stone pillars are to be secn at Tillotd Khairi,
and some remains of massive stone buildings at Padmidpur near
Amgaon. Old temples, most of them of the kind called Hemadpanti,
built without mortar, are found at Adyal, Chakaheti, Korambi, and
Pinglai, a suburb of Bhandara town. There are a number of forts, the
principal being Ambagarh, constructed by the Muhammadan governor
of Sconi; Chandpur and Bhandara, traditionally ascribed to the Gaolis ;
Sangarhi and Partabgarh, built by the Gonds; and Pauni, constructed
by the Mardthas. The fort of Ambagarh was used as a prison by the
Marathas, and it is said that criminals were sent there to be poisoned
by being compelled to drink the stagnant water of the inner well.
This fort and also that of Pauni were held against the British in Appa
Sahib’s rebellion of 1818, and were carried by storm.

‘The population of the District at the last three enumerations was
as follows: (1881) 683,779, (1891) 742,850, and (1901) 663,062.
Between 1881 and 1891 the increase was somewhat
smaller than the Provincial average, partly owing to
emigration to Nagpur and Berar. During the last decade, there was
some emigration to Wardha and Berar, and the District suffered from
partial failures of crops in 1895 and 1896, being very severtly affected
by famine in both 1897 and rgoo. The density of population is
167 persons per square mile. Under favourable circumstances the
District could probably support with ease a density of more than 200.
There are three towns—BuANDARA, PAUNI, and TuMsar—and 1,635
inhabited vxllages Villages in Bhandara are generally of a compara-
tively lal‘ge size, the proportion with 500 inhabitants or more bemg the
highest'in the Province. The principal statistics of population in 1901
are shown in the table on the next page.

The statistics of language show that 77} per cent. of the pqpulation
speak Marithi, and 13} per cent. Hindi and Urdi; of the remainder,

Population.
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56,000 persons, or 79 per cent. of the total number of Gonds,‘ speak
Gondi. According to religion, about 88 per cent. of the population are
Hindus, and 10 per cent. Animists, Muhammadans number nearly
13,000, of whom 3,000 live in towns. Until recently there were a
considerable number of Muhammadan cotton-cleaners, but with the
introduction of mill-spun thread this industry has declined.
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The principal castes of landholders are Maratha Brihmans (6,000),
who possess 340 out of 1,917 revenue villages, Ponwiars (63,000) with
nearly 300, Kunbis (79,000) with about 200, Lodhis (18,000) with 166,
and Kohlis (11,000) with 136 villages. ‘The Marithi Brahmans
obtained their villages under the Bhonsla dynasty, when they were em-
ployed as revenuc officials, and either assumed the management of vil-
lages or made them over to their relations, The three great cultivating
castes are Ponwirs, Kunbis, and Kohlis, the Ponwirs being traditionally
skilful in growing rice, Kunbis with spring crops, and Kohlis with
sugar-canc. ‘The skill of the Ponwars at irrigation is proverbial, and
it is said of them that they can cause water to flow up a hill. The
Kunbis are dull and heavy, with no thought beyond their wheat and
their bullocks. The Kohlis live chiefly in the Chandpur tract of
Bhandara and the Sakoli aksil. 'They are not so prosperous as they
formerly were, when Kohli pate/s built the great tanks already men-
tioned. The Lodhis (18,000) are not important numerically, but they
hold some fine estates, notably the zamindiri of Kamtha with an
income of*over a lakh of rupees. Gonds number 70,000, or about
1o} per cent. of the population, and Halbas 17,000. Several of the
s?{zindcin: belong to each of these castes, the Gonds being generally
seriously involved, gnd the Halbas somewhat less so, though they are
not often prosperous. The Gonds suffered severely in the famines.
The menial labouring and weaving caste of Mehras is represented by
118,000 persons, or nearly 18 per cent. of the population. About
72 per cent. of the whole population are shown as dependent on
agriculture.

Chrisgians number 319, including 286 natives, of whom the majority
pelong to the United Free Church of Scotland Mission, which has
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been established in Bhandira since 1882, and maintains a hospital,
an orphanage, and schools for boys and girls. A branch of the
American Pentecostal Baptist Mission has recently been opened at
Gondia,

About 53 per cent. of the soil of the District is thdt called morand,
or black and nearly black soil mixed with limestone pebbles or sand.
The best black soil or Zankdr occupies 4} per cent. .
and is alluvial, being found in the tracts bordering Agriculture,
on the Waingang3, especially round Pauni, where the Waingangi takes
a sudden turn, and the deposit of detritus has increased.  Farther east,
. yellow sandy soil, which gives a large return to irrigation, gencrally
predominates, covering 31 per cent. of the whole cultivated area. The
quantity of inferior land is therefore comparatively small.

Of the total area, 1,479 square miles, or 37 per cent., are comprised
in the 28 zamindari estates, to which it has been held that the custom
of primogeniture does not apply, while 95 square miles are held wholly
or partially free of revenuc by members of the Bhonsla family, and
3,000 acres have been sold outright under the Waste Land Rules.
The balance is held on the ordinary malgwzari tenure. The chief
statistics of cultivation in 1903-4 are as follows, arcas being in square
miles ;—

4 .

Tahsil, Total. | Cultivated. | Irrigated. L':l,z;'a:l_’l’“‘ Forests,
S, |

Phandara . .| 1,088 483 35 298 204 !
'l‘_iror§ . . .| 1,338 657 o 475 88 l
Sakoli . . .| 549 350 53 1 749 40 |
| ) 1

Total | 3,965 1,496 ’ 128 ! 1,522 532 |

A large quantity of waste land therefore still remains, and as very
little inferior soil has been brought under the plough, it would appear
that there must be considerable scope for extension of cultivation,
Rice occupies 628 square miles, Jowdr 158, wheat 135, gram 7o,
linseed 116, and pulses 254. In recent years wheat has to some
extent been supplanted by jowdr, and while the area under rice has
considerably fallen off, this has only to a small extent been counter-
balanced by an increase in %odon. About four-fifths of all the rice
grown is transplanted, and the balance is sown_broadcast. Whéat
is grown principally in the Pauni, Tumsar, and Rampaili tracts, and
small embankments are often constructed for wheat-fields, especially
when rice is grown as a rotdtion crop with wheat. Jowdr is frequently
Sown as a spring crop, as the rains are too heavy to allow it to
succeed as an autumn crop. Linseed, gram, and the pulse #ura
(Lathyrus salivus) are grown as second crops in rice-fields, Sugar-
Cane was formerly an important crop, but the area under it has
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decrcased in recent years, and is now only about 1,500 acres, or less
than a third of the former total.  Ginger, oranges, and plantains are
grown in the villages of Jam and Andhargaon, and sent to Nagpur,

The practice of growing second crops in rice-fields and of irrigating
rice has arisen ‘since 1864. In a favourable year second crops are
grown on as large an area as 341 squarc miles. A variety of sugar-cane
called Aathai, which gives only half the usual out-turn of sugar but is
casier to cultivate and less liable to damage from wild animals, has been
generally adopted in preference to the superior canes. During the
decade ending r9o4 more than 1} lakhs was advanced under the Land
Improvement Toans Act, principally for the construction of irrigation
tanks, and nearly 6 lakhs under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, of which
3 lakhs was given out during the scarcity of 1902-3. A considerable
proportion of this latter sum was expended in agricultural improvements.

No good cattle are bred in the District, except in the small forest
tract to the north of the Ambigarh range where there are professional
breeders of the Golar caste. The herds from here are taken to Baihar
for grazing during six months of the year. Elsewhere no care is
exercised in breeding, and the type produced is poor. Bullocks are
imported from the Kanker and Bastar States and from the Satpurd
Districts of Chhindwara and Sconi for rice cultivation, and from Berar
in the spring-crop area. Buffalocs are used for rice cultivation and also
for draught,  They are not largely bred locally, the young bulls being
imported from the northern Districts. ‘They are slightly more expensive
than bullocks, and arc usually kept in combination with them, and are
used for the heavy work of transplantation and harvesting. There are
very few sheep, but numbers of goats are bred by ordinary agricul-
turists both for food and for sacrifice,

‘The District of Bhandara has a larger irrigated area than any other
in the Province, as much as 370 square miles receiving an artificial
supply of water in a normal year. This represents nearly a quarter of
the net arca under crop, and nearly half of that under rice, which, with
the exception of a few thousand acres of sugar-cane and vegetables,
is the only crop to which irrigation is applied. In 1903-4 the irrigated
area was 128 square miles. The water for irrigation is accumulated in
v\lllage tanks of the ordinary kind, and either percolates through the
embankment or is drawn off to the fields by channels constructed of
earth, from outlets cut in the centre or side of the embankment. A
few of the large reservoirs, such as Nawegaon, Seoni, and Siregaon,
have rough masonry sluices. A system is also practised of constructing
small emb.ankments to hold up water temporarily during the monsoon
months ; n September and October these are cut, and the water taken
on to the rice-fields, while wheat is sown in the bed of the tank. Irriga-
tion is at present almost entirely dependent on a sufficient supply of
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rain to fill the tanks at some period during the monsoon ; and in 1899,
when there was a complete failure of the rainfall, only about 4 per cent.
of the normal cropped area could be supplied with water. The con-
figuration of the country, and the hill ranges traversing the District,
afford a number of favourable sites for large storage ‘rescrvoirs similar
to those already constructed by the people, and several projects of this
nature have been prepared by the Irrigation department. The con-
struction of the Khairbanda tank to protect 4,000 acres is nearly
completed.

Government forests cover 532 square miles, of which all but 8 are
‘reserved’ forests. The chief areas are on the Ambigarh, Gaikhur,
and Partabgarh ranges, and there is a small block to the west of Paun.
The higher levels of the Gaikhuri and Partabgarh hills contain a
certain amount of teak.  Elsewhere the ordinary mixed species are
found. Bamboos are abundant. Most of the revenue comes from
timber and bamboos, and the rest from the usual minor forest produce.
The total value of forest produce sold in 1903-4 was Rs. 45,000,
Besides the Government Reserves, the District contains 946 square
miles of tree forest, principally in the samindaris. Some teak forest is
found in Darekasa and Salekasi.

The manganese ores in the District are now being worked by a
European firm, the principal deposits being ncar Tumsar. About
150 labourers arc employed, and the output in 1904 was 8,558 tons.
Deposits of iron ore of a superior quality exist in several villages in
the Tirord Za/si/, and are worked to a small extent by native artificers.
Alittle gold is obtained by washing in the Sonjhari Dudhi river.

The weaving of silk-bordered cloths is a substantial industry in
Bhandara, and has not yet been seriously affected by the competition of
the mills, The principal centres are Bhandara town,

Pauni, Mohiri, and Andhirgaon, and the ‘total con;l‘;:ﬁ:;?ons.
number of persons employed is about 6,000. Fine

cotton cloths are woven with coloured silk borders, usually red, and the
weavers in Pauni use counts as fine as 8o's. The silk thread comes
from Assam through Nigpur ready dyed. Ordinary codntry cotton
cloth is also produced in considerable quantities by Mehras, who live
in large numbers in Tumsar and the surroundmb villages. Cotton
cloths are dyed with nnported materials in a number of villages, about
500 persons being employed in this industry at Beni. At Bhandara all
kinds of brass vessels are made. Stone jars are turned out at Kaneri
and cart-wheels at Tumsar. Soft grass matting for bedding is manufac-
tured from a grass called sukhwdsa, and bamboo baskets and matting
are made in a number of villages.

Rice is the staple export, being sent to Bombay for the foreign trade,
and also to Nagpur and Berar. Wheat, gram, the pulse #»ad, and oil-

F2
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seeds are also exported, these being generally taken by cart from Pauni
to Nagpur. Of the forest produce, teak and den/a (Pferclzmrpm Mar.
supium), timber and bamhoos, and ma/kud, myrabolams, hides, and wax
are gencraily exported ; and various articles of local manufacture, as
brass-ware, silk-bordered cloths, and stone jars, are sent to neighbour-
ing Districts. In the last few years therc have been considerable
exports of mangancse. Cotton piece-goods are imported from the
Nagpur and Bombay mills, and English cloth from both Bombay and
Caleutta. Yarn is obtained from the Nagpur and Hinganghat mills.
Kerosene il is brought from Bombay, and is now solely used for light-
ing. Sea-salt also comes (rom Bombay.  Mauritius sugar is principally
used.  Gur or unrefined sugar is both produced locally and imported
from Bombay and the United Provinces. A certain amount of jowdr
and the pulse azkar is brought into the District for consumption from
Berar and Nagpur.  The principal trading stations are Gondid and
T'umsar, and after them Tirord and Amgaon. Tumsar is the centre
for the part of the District north-west of the Wainganga, and for the
adjoining tracts of Sconi and Bilighat. South of the Waingangd the
trade of the Tirord Zaksi/ on both sides of the railway goes to Tirord,
Gondig, or Amgaon according to their relative proximity.

The Bengal-Nagpur Railway passes through the northern portion of
the District, "with a length of 78 miles and ten stations, including
Bhandara, within its borders. 'The Satpurd narrow-gauge cxtension
starts north from Gondia junction, and has a length of 11 miles and
one station in the District. The most important roads are the great
eastern road running through the south of the District, and the roads
from Tumsar to Rampaili and Katangi, from Gondia to Balaghat,
and from Tirord to Khairlanji. The length of metalled roads is 136
miles, and of unmetalled roads 259 miles, all of which, except 21 miles
of the latter class maintained by the District council, are in charge
of the Public Works department, the expenditure on upkeep being
Rs. 58,000. There are avenues of trees on 26 miles.

The years 1822, 1832, and 1869 arc remembercd as having been
marked by famine from failure of rainfall.  After 1869, the year of the
Bundelkhand famine, the District prospered until the
. cycle of bad seasons commencing in 1894, Two
years of poor crops were followed by a harvest of less than half the
normal in 1895-6, and of one-third of the normal in 1896-7. Severe
distress occurred in the latter year, the numbers on relief rising to
43,000 persons, or 6 per cent. of the population, in June, 1897, and the
total expenditure being 10 lakhs. Again in 189g-1900 both the rice
and wheat harvests were complete failures and famine ensued. About
140,00q persons, or nearly 19 per cent. of the population, were on
relief in July, 1900, and the tota) expenditure was 26 lakhs. In both
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these famines, besides improvements to communications, large numbers
of tanks were constructed and repaired. In 1902 there was again a
very poor rice crop and some local relief was given, tank works also
being undertaken by the Irrigation department.

The Deputy-Commissioner usually has a stafl of three Assistant or
Extra-Assistant Commissioners.  For administrative purposes the
District is divided into three faksils, each of which
has a faksildar and a maib-taksildar. The Forest
officer is generally a member of the Provincial service. The executive
Engineer of the Bhandara Public Works division, comprising Bhandara
and Balaghat Districts, is stationed at Bhandira town.

The civil judicial staff consists of a District and a Subordinate Judge,
and a Munsif at each za/si/. The Divisional and Sessions Judge of
the Nagpur Division has jurisdiction in Bhandira. There are benches
of honorary magistrates at Bhandara town, Rampaili, and Amgaon.
Suits brought for the use of water for irrigation are a noticeable feature
of the civil litigation. Heinous crimes are somewhat numerous,
murders committed with an axe being a comparatively common offence.
Cattle-thefts also are frequent.

Owing to large changes in the area of the District, the old figures
of the revenue demand cannot usefully be compared with the present
oncs, Under Marithd administration short-term settlements were the
rule. The farm of a certain area was given to an official called a
mdamlatddr, generally a court favourite, who made himself responsible
for the revenue. Each village had a pate/ or headman, who acted as
its representative and engaged for the revenue demand, which rose and
fell according to the circumstances of the year. The demand was
distributed over the fields of the village, cach of which had a number
represcnting its proportionate value. The pdfe/ had no proprietary
right, but his office was generally hereditary, descending not necessarily
to the cldest son, but to the most capable member of the family. The
tenants also had no legal status, but were seldom ejected so long as
they paid their rents, more especially as the land available was in
excess of the number of cultivators to till it. The result of ¢he system
was, however, that the mamlatdirs, who were usually Marathi Brah-
mans, managed to get a large number of villages into their own hands
and those of their relations ; and when proprietary rights were conferred
by the British Govemment, they thus became heredltary landowners.
After the acquisition of the District in 1853, short-term settlements
were continued for a few years, Preparations for.the first regular
Survey were commenced in 1858, and a thirty years’ settlement was
completed in 1867, thc demand then fixed being 4-57 lakhs on the
area now constituting Bhandara. Durmg the currency of this settle-
ment the District prospered, the price of agricultural produce rose

Administration.



70 BHANDARA DISTRICT

greatly on the construction of the railway, and cultivation expanded.
The District was resettled in the years 1894-9, and the revenue was
raised to 6-04 lakhs, being equivalent to an increase of 38 per cent.
in the Akdlsa and Gy per cent. in the zamindari estatcs. The average
revenue incidente per cultivated acre is R. o-10-11 (maximum
Rs. 1-3-1, minimum R. o-5-4), while the corresponding rental inci-
dence is R. 0-15-4 (maximum Rs, 1-3-9, minimum R. o-5-5).

The collections of land and total revenue in recent years are shown
below, in thousands of rupecs :—

‘ 1880-1. i 19901, 1900-1. i 1003-4.
]
|
i

4,08 2,77
8,41 557

Land revenue 4,02
Total revenue . . 7,59
— I e

5,00
8,87

The management of local affairs, outside municipal areas, is entrusted
to a District council and three local boards, each of the latter having
jurisdiction over one faksi/. The income of the District council in
1903-4 was Rs. 61,000, while the expendilure on education was
Rs. 24,000 and on public works Rs. 17,000. BHANDARA, T'UMSAR,
and PAuNI are municipalities.

The force under the District Superintendent of police consists of
352 officers and men, including 3 mounted constables, besides 2,116
village watchmen for 1,638 inhabited villages. There is a District jail
with accommodation for 126 prisoners, including 11 females. The
daily average number of prisoners in 19o4 was 7o.

In respect of education Bhandara is ncither particularly advanced
nor backward, 2-5 per cent. of the population (5.2 males and o
females) being able to read and write. Statistics of the number of
pupils under instruction arc as follows: (1880-1) 3,899, (18go-1)
7,630, (1900-1) 7,682, and (1903-4) 8,226, including 275 girls. The
schools comprise 2 English middle schools at Bhandara, with 5 verna-
cular middie schools and 129 primary schools, besides 2 private schools.
One of the Bhandara English schools is managed by the Free Church
Mission. Two high school classes have been opened at the expense
of a private resident in the other English school, but have not yet been
re¢ognized by the Allahabid University. ‘There are six girls’ schools—
threc in Bhandara, and one each at Pauni, Sanichari, and Tumsar. A
separatfa school for low-caste Dher boys is maintained at Pauni. The
expenditure on education in 1903-4 was Rs. 46,000, the income from
fees being Rs. 4,500.

The District has 8 dispensaries, with accommodation for 59 in-patients.
}n 1904, the number of cases treated was 93,106, of whom 323 were
In-patients, and 2,111 operations were performed. The expenditure
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was Rs. 12,000, of which the greater part was provided from Provincial
and Local funds.

Vaccination is compulsory only in the municipalities of Bhandara,
Tumsar, and Pauni. The proportion of successful vaccinations in
1903-4 Was 45 per 1,000 of the population, being abovue the Provincial
average.

[A” B. Napier, Settlement Report (1902). A District Gazetteer is
being prepared. |

Bhandara Tahsil.—Western faksi/ of the District of the same
name, Central Provinces, lying between 20° 40" and 21° 43’ N. and
79° 27" and 79° 55" E,, with an area of 1,088 square miles. The
population in 1901 was 204,153, compared with 229,287 in 1891. The
density is 187 persons per square mile. ‘The fa/si/ contains three
towns—BHANDARA (population, 14,023), the District and fa4si/ head-
quarters, PAUNT (9,366), and Tumsar (8,116)—and so7 inhabited
villages.  Excluding 204 square miles of Government forest, 63 per
cent. of the available area is occupied for cultivation. The demand
for land revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 2,09,000, and for cesses Rs. 20,000.
‘The faksil occupics a narrow strip of land along the west of the Dis-
trict, consisting mainly of open level country bordering the Wainganga,
a considerable arca being covered with fertile black soil. The cultivated
area in 1903-4 was 483 square miles, of which 35 were irrigated.

Bhandara Town.—Hcad-quarters of the District and faAsi/ of the
same name, Central Provinces, situated in 21° 10” N. and 79° 40’ L.,
on the Wainganga river, 7 miles from a station on the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway, Population (1901), 14,023, The town contains an old fort
said to have been built by the Gaolis, which is now used as a jail.
Bhandiara was constituted a municipality in 1867. The municipal
receipts during the decade ending rgor averaged Rs. 15,000, By
1903-4 the income had more than doubled and amounted to Rs. 35,000,
the chief sources being octroi and water rate. The water-supply is
obtained from the Waingangd. Three filtration wells have been con-
structed in the bed of the river, and water is raised from them to
a scrvice reservoir near the jail. The works were opened in 19oo,
the cost of the scheme being 1-84 lakhs and the annual maintenance
charges about Rs. 6,000. The principal industry of Bhandara is brass-
working, and its name is said to be derived from kdna, ‘a brass dish’
Cotton cloth is also woven, but the trade of the plact is not considerable.
The educational institutions comprise a private high school supported
by contributions from the residents, an English middle school, and
several other boys’ and girls’ schools. Three dispensaries are maintained,
Including mission and police hospitals. The United Free Church of
Scotland established a mission station here in 1882, and now supports
an orphanage, a dispensary, and several schools. '
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Bhandaria.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhander. —1lcad-quarters of a pargana in the Bhind district of
Gwalior State, Central India, situated in 25° 44" N. and 78° 45" E.
Population (19ot), 5,133 The town is picturesquely placed between
the Pahaj river and a lake formed by damming one of its tributaries.
The site is said to be an old one, the ancient city having been swal-
fowed up in an carthquake. ‘The remains of a few old temples stand
on a neighbouring hill.  In the fiftcenth century the town was included
in the State of Orchha, but in the cighteenth century it fell to Sindhia.
After the Mutiny in 1857 it remained a British possession until 1886,
when it was restored to Sindhia in part exchange for Jhansi. ~A con-
siderable trade in grain, spun and raw cotton, and country cloth is
carried on. A State post office, a dispensary, schools for boys and
girls, and an inspection bungalow are situated in the town.

Bhanpura.—Head-quarters of a naib-sibak in the Rampura-Bhan-
pura district of Indore State, Central India, situated in 24° 31 N. and
75° 45’ E., 1,344 fect above sca-level, below the arm of the Vindhyan
range which strikes cast from Chitor.  Population (1901), 4,639. The
foundation is ascribed to one Bhana, a Bhil. In the fifteenth century
it passed to the Chandrawats of Rampura. The town was long held
by Udaipur, passing from that State to Jaipur, and finally, in the
cightcenth century, to Malhar Rao Holkar I. Bhanpura was onc of
Jaswant Rao Holkar’s favourite places of residence.  During the period
of his insanity, he was removed to Garot, as it was supposed that his
madness was caused or augmented by the evil influence of a local
demon, but he was taken back and died at Bhanpura in October, 1811.
His cenotaph stands near the town, a substantial building of no archi-
tectural merit, surrounded by a castellated wall. In the town are a
palace containing a marble statue of Jaswant Rao, and an unfinished
fort commenced by the same chief, and also the offices of the #ai-
sibak, a school, a jail, a dispensary, and an inspection bungalow. In
former days iron smelting was carried on to a considerable extent at
Navili village, 10 miles north-cast of the town. Jaswant Rao took
advantage of this to establish a gun foundry at Bhanpura. Orapges
grown in Jaswant Rao’s garden are wellknown in Malwi. A munici-
pality was constituted in 1gog.

Bharamurio.-—Hill in the Jashpur State, Central Provinces, situated
in 22° 55" N. and 83" 32 E., and rising to a height of 3,390 feet above
sea-level.

Bharatpur State.—Statc in the cast of Rajputana, lying between
26° 43’ and 27° 50’ N. and 76° 53’ and 77° 46’ E., with an area of
ab.out 1,982 squarc miles. It is bounded on the north by the Gurgaon
l)lstri(.:t of the Punjab; on the west by Alwar; on the south-west
by Jaiput; on the south by Jaipur, Karauli, and Dholpur; and on
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the east by the Agra and Muttra Districts of the United Provinces.
In shape Bharatpur is an irrcgular quadrilateral, nar-
rowing from south to north, with spurs projecting
into Alwar, Dholpur, and Agra. The central za/sils
are level, while the northern are to some extent, and the southern
considerably, diversified by hills. ‘The general aspect is that of an
immense alluvial plain, fairly well wooded and cultivated, with detached
hills in the north, a hilly and broken district (called the Didng) in
the south, and low narrow ranges on parts of the western and north-
castern frontiers. The highest hill in the State is in the west near
Alipur, 1,357 feet above the sea. The principal rivers are the BAN-
GaNGA or Utangan, the Gambhir, Kakand, and Riparel ; they
usually cease to flow about two months after the rainy scason is over.
The Banganga enters the State on the west and flows for about 55 miles
duc cast to the Agra border. Its floods were formerly, owing to the
neglect of the old irrigation works by Maharaja Jaswant Singh, the
cause of widespread ruin and agricultural depression not only along
the course of the strcam in Bharatpur, but also farther cast in Agra ;
and the remonstrances of the United Provinces Government led to
the appointment in 1895 of an Lxccutive Engincer with the primary
object of controlling them. Since then there have been no further
complaints of damage in Agra, chiefly becausc the irrigation works
undertaken for the proper distribution of the floods have caused them
to be frecly utilized in Bharatpur, and have converted them from a
curse into a blessing. The Gambhir enters the Statc at the south-
western corner, and flows for about 35 miles, first cast and next north-
cast, to Kurka, where it joins the Binganga. The Kakand is, or rather
was, the- chief afftuent of the Gambhir; it is now most effectively
dammed by the great Bareta dand. The Raparel comes from the
‘Thana Ghizi hills in Alwar, where it is sometimes called the Laswin,
from the site of the famous battle-ficld of that name on its banks, and
on entering Bharatpur near Gopalgarh is immediately held up by the
Sikri dand.

Almost the whole of the northern portion of the State.is covered
with alluvium, from which rise a few isolated hills of schist and quartz-
ite belonging to the Aravalli and Delhi systems respectively. The
Quartzites are well exposed in the Bayana hills in the south, where
they have been divided into five groups: namely, Wer, Damdama,
Bayana, Badalgarh, and Nithahar. To the south-east, sandstones of
Upper Vindhyan age arc faulted down against the quartzites, and
ﬁ_)rm horizontal plateaux overlooking the alluvium of the Chambal
river,

Besides the usual small game, wild hog, nilgai (Boselaphus trago-
camelus), and occasionally wolves are found in the forest preserves

Physical
aspects.
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(ghannas), and tigers and lcopards in the Bayana and Wer hills. The
so-called wild cattle, which used to be notorious for their ravages on
the crops, have almost all been impounded, and a good many of them
have been tamed, trained, and sold. Wild duck are extraordinarily
plentiful in the eold season.

The climate is on the whole dry and fairly healthy, but there is a
good deal of malarial fever and rheumatism during the rainy months,
owing to the large arca of land under water. In the hot months a
strong west wind blows, often night and day, and the thermometer
stands very high. The mean temperature at the capital is about
81°; in 1904 the maximum was 115° in May and the minimum 44°
in December.

The annual rainfall for the whole State averages about 24 inches,
of which 21 inches ar¢ received in July, August, and September.
Speaking generally, the eastern fa/si/s have a greater rainfall than
the western. The annual fall at the capital averages between 26 and
27 inches. The year of heaviest rainfall was 1873, when nearly 45
inches were registered at the capital, while in 1896, at Bayina, only
about 8 inches fell. In July, 1873, the rainfall was excessive (nearly
19 inches in the month). The canals and rivers overflowed their
banks and inundated the country for miles round. Villages are said
to have been literally swept away by the floods, and the capital itself
was saved with great difficulty. In August and September, 1884, more
than 25 inches of rain fell; large tracts were submerged for weeks,
and the dands of tanks and public roads were breached all over the
territory.  Again, in August, 1885, the Banganga rose in high flood
and the Ajan dand burst in eighteen different places. About 400 squarc
miles of Bharatpur and adjacent British territory were flooded, and
much damage was done. Since 1895, when, as already stated, the
c.ontrol of the Bangangd floods was taken in hand, there has been
little or no further trouble, except in 1go2, when considerable anxiety
was caused by the Gambhir overflowing its northern bank.

'1.'he northern part of the State was held by the Tonwar (Tomara)
Rajputs, who ruled at Delhi, and the southern by the Jadon Rajputs,

History. who had their capital at Bayana. The latter were
. first ousted by Mahmid of Ghazni in the eleventh
ceftury, but soon regained possession. The entire territory passed
into the hands of Muhammad Ghori at the end of the twelfth century,
and for 500 years was held by whatever dynasty ruled in Delhi.
In the time of the Mughals the State generally formed part of the
Subak or province of Agra, but the northern fakst/s, with the rest of
the turbulent MEWAT country, were often placed under a special officer.

The present rulers of Bharatpur are Jits of the Sinsinwar clan, and
claim descent from Madan Pil, a Jadon Rajput and the third son of
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Tahan Pal, who, in the eleventh century, was ruling at Bayini, and
who subsequently possessed himself of almost all the State now called
Karauli. It is said that one of Madan Pal’s descendants, Bal Chand,
kept a Jat woman as his concubine, and by her had two sons (Bijai and
Sijai) who were not admitted into the Rijput brotherhood, but were
rcgar:icd as Jats. Having no go/ or clan of their own, they took the
name of Sinsinwar from their paternal village, Sinsini (8 miles south of
Dig), and from them are descended the chiefs of Bharatpur. These
carly Jats were the Ishmaelites of the jungles, and their sole occupation
was plunder. The first to attain notoriety was Brijh, a contemporary
of Aurangzeb ; he is considered the founder of the State, and was killed
in the beginning of the eighteenth century, defending his little capital
of Sinsini against the attack of an imperial army which had been sent
to punish him. About the same time another member of the family
cstablished himself in Thin (12 miles west of Sinsini), and became
master of 4o villages. Churdman, the scventh son of Brijh, became the
acknowledged leader of the Jits of Sinsini and Than, built forts there,
and possessed himself of Dig, Kimher, and other places of importance.
He also joined forces with another Jat of the Sogariya clan, named
Khem Karan, and so ravaged the country that the roads to Delhi and
Agra were completely closed.  Farrukh Siyar in 1714 endeavoured to
conciliate them by giving them titles and several districts in jdgir, and
they ceased from plundering for a time; but hereditary inclinations
were too strong and opportunities too tempting, and they soon resumed
their former avocations. In 1718 the Jaipur chief, Sawai Jai Singh,
was sent with a strong force to expel Churdman from the country, and
Thin and Sinsini werc invested. The Jats, after a gallant defence,
were ubout to capitulate, when the Saiyid brothers, who then controlled
the government, and were at the head of a faction opposed to the
Jaipur chief, made peacc direct with the Jat envoy in Delhi, and Jai
Singh retired in disgust. I'wo years later Churaman supported the
Saiyids against Muhammad Shah, but soon after he quarrelled with his
son, und in 1722 ‘took poison by swallowing a diamond.” The Cincin-
natus of the Jats, as Tod calls him, was succeeded by his son, Mohkam
Singh, who ruled for a very short time. His first step was to imprison
his cousin, Badan Singh, whom he feared as a rival, but the Jats insisted
on his release. Badan Singh invited Mahardji Sawai Jai Singh “of
Jaipur to attack Thiin, and the place was captured after a six months’
siege, Mohkam Singh escaping with his life. Badan Singh was there-
upon proclaimed Raji of Dig, on condition of paying tribute to Delhi,
and this year (1722) marks the recognition of Bharatpur as a separate
State,

Badan Singh lived till about 1755, but soon after his acce;zion left
thé administration to his capable and successful son, Saraj Mal, who
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raised the Jat power to its zenith. In 1733 he captured the old fort of
Bharatpur from Khem Karan, the rival Jat chief, whom he killed, and
laid the foundations of the present capital. In 1753 he sacked Delhi,
and in the following year successfully repelled the combined attack of
the imperial foroes aided by Holkar and Jaipur, and later on signally
defeated Holkar at Kimher. His crowning achievement was the
capture in 1761 of Agra (which the Jats held till 1774), together’with
the sovereignty of Agra and Muttra Districts, most of the territory now
called Alwar, and parts of Gurgaon and Rohtak. Saraj Mal met his
death in 1763 at the hands of a squadron of Mughal horse while
making a foolhardy attempt to hunt in the imperial domains, and was
succeeded by his cldest son, Jawahir Singh. The latter possessed the
valour without the capacity of his father, but, nevertheless, during his
short rule, extended the Jat possessions to their utmost limit.  He lived
chiefly in the Agra palace, where it was his whim to sit on the black
marble throne of Jahangir; and it was here that he was murdered in
June, 1768.

From the death of Jawidhir Singh the power of the Jats began to
decay and their dominions to contract. The process was hastened by
family dissensions, the increasing influence of the Mardthas, and the
risc of a powerful rival in the chicf of the new-born Rajput State of
Alwar, to whom the Alwar fort was surrendered by the Bharatpur forces
in 1775, and who by the end of the century succeeded in expelling the
Jats from all the northern parganas of Alwar.  Jawdhir Singh’s imme-
diate successor, Ratan Singh, ruled for only ninc months, and was
followed by his son, Kesri Singh, 2 minor. Nawal Singh was appointed
regent, but his brother, Runjit Singh, intrigued against him, and
a period of great confusion ensued. In 1771 the Marithas, taking
advantage of the discord, expelled the Jats from all their conquests east
of the Jumna; while Najaf Khan, who espoused the cause of Ranjit,
recovered Agra in 1774, and by defeating Nawal Singh at Barsina, and
capturing Dig in 1776, broke the power of the Jats, and reannexed all
tl}tzir territory except the Bharatpur pargana, which was left to Kesri
Singh.  The death of Nawal Singh at Dig was shortly followed by that
of Kesri Singh, and Ranjit Singh succecded in 1776. The fortunes of
?he Jats, now at their lowest ebb, were partially restored through the
intercession of the Rani Kishori, widow of the great Siraj Mal, who,
by h.er personal appeal to Najaf Khan, obtained the restoration of ten
districts. These were, however, resumed on Najaf Khan’s death in
}782 by his successor, Mirza Shafi, but the latter was murdered at Dig
in the following year, and Ranjit Singh recovered possession. - In 1784
Sindhia, acting nominally on behalf of Shah Alam 11, again confiscated
the Bharatpur territories ; but, once morce on the petition of the aged
Rini, they were restored (in 1785) with the addition of Dig. Thente-
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forward Ranjit Singh attached himself faithfully to the cause of Sindhia,
and was rewarded in 1795 with the grant of threc more districts,
These fourtecn parganas now form the State of Bharatpur, but they
have becn rearranged into ten Za/si/s.

The early years of the nincteenth century were» marked by the
struggles of the Marathas and British for the supremacy of India. In
September, 1803, the waki/s of Ranjit Singh met Lord Lake with
friendly overfurcs at Ballabgarh, with the result that an offensive and
defensive alliance was concluded on the 2g9th of that month. A con-
tingent of Bharatpur troops assisted in the capture of Agra, and took
part in the battle of Laswiri (in Alwar) ; and for these services Ranjit
Singh was rewarded by the grant of five additional districts. In 1804
war broke out between the British and Jaswant Rao Holkar, to whom
Ranjit Singh, in defiance of his engagements, and unfortunately for
himself and his State, allied himself. In November, 1804, the routed
troops of Holkar were pursued to the fort of Dig, and the British army
had advanced on to the glacis when a destructive fire of cannon and
musketry was opened on it by the garrison, which consisted entircly of
the troops of Bharatpur. The place was accordingly besieged, and
carricd by storm on December 23, 1804, when the Marithas and Jats
fell back on Bharatpur. Then followed the memorable siege of Bharat-
pur (January 3 to February 22, 1805). Lord Lake’s force consisted of
800 European and 1,600 native cavalry; 1,000 cffective European
infantry and 4,400 sepoys ; 65 pieces of field artillery, and a siege-train
of six 18-pounders and 8 mortars. The engineer department included
only threc officers and threc companies of pioneers. Thus 3,400
infantry had to carry on the duties of the trenches against a garrison
which, in point of numbers, was at least ten, if not twenty, times
superior to themselves. The whole force of Ranjit Singh (8,000 men)
and as many of the inhabitants of the surrounding country as were
considered fit to engage in the defence were thrown into the place,
while the broken battalions of Holkar’s infantry had entrenched them-
selves under its walls. The British army took up a position south-west
of the town, and the batteries were opened on January 7. Four assaults
were delivered, the first on January o, the second on January 21, the
third on February 20, and the fourth on February 21; and all failed,
the British losing 3,203 men in killed and wounded. The besieging
guns had, from incessant firing, become for the most part unservice-
able ; the whole of the artillery stores were expended ; supplies werc
exhausted ; the sick and wounded were numerous; and it became
nhecessary to raise the siege temporarily. By April Lord Lake was
prepared for a renewal of operations, when Ranjit Singh sued for peace,
and a treaty was concluded on April 17, 1805. Under it, the five
districts granted to him in 1803 were resumed, and he was made to pay



78 BHARATPUR STATE

an indemnity of zo lakhs (7 lakhs of which were subsequently remitted),
but was confirmed.in the possession of the rest of his territory.

Ranjit Singh diced in 1805, and his successors were his sons Randhir
Singh (1805-23) and Baldeo Singh (1823-5). The latter left a minor
son, Balwant Siagh, whose succession was recognized by the British
Government, but who was opposed and cast into prison by his cousin,
Dirjan Sil. The Resident at Delhi moved out a force for the support
of the rightful heir; but the operations were stopped by Government,
who did not consider that their recognition of the heir apparent during
the life of his father imposcd any obligation to maintain him in opposi-
tion to the wishes of the chiefs and people. While Darjan Sal professed
to leave the decision of his claims to the British Government, he made
preparations to maintain them by force, and was secretly supported by
the neighbouring Rajput and Maritha States. The excitement threat-
ened to end in a protracted war ; and accordingly, with a view to the
preservation of the public peace, it was ultimately decided to oppose
the usurper and place Balwant Singh in power. Lord Combermere,
the Commander-in-Chief, invested the capital in December, 1825, with
an army of 20,000 men, well provided with artillery. Recourse was
had to mining, and the place was stormed and taken, after a desperate
resistance, on January 18, 1826, Diirjan Sil was made prisoner, and
deported to Allahabad. The ordnance captured amounted to 133
serviceable and two broken and dismounted pieces, the prize money
(£481,100) was distributed among the victorious army, and the charges
of the war (254 lakhs) were made payable by the Bharatpur State.
Balwant Singh was installed as Mahardji under the regency of his
mother and the superintendence of a Political Agent ; but in September,
1826, the Rani, who had shown a disposition to intrigue, was removed,
and a council of regency was formed.

Balwant Singh was put in charge of the administration in 1835 and
died in 1853, leaving an infant son, Jaswant Singh. The Agency
(abolished in r835) was re-established and a council formed. In 1862
the chief reccived the usual sarad guaranteeing to him the right of
adoption, and in March, 1871, he obtained full powers. Maharaji
Jaswant Singh, who was created a G.C.S.I. in 1877, and whose per-
sonal salutc was raised in 18go from 17 to 19 guns, died in 18g3. The
principal events of ‘his time were the opening of the railway in 1873-4;
the famine of 1877; the agreement of 1879 for the suppression of the
manufacture of salt; the abolition in 1884 of all transit duties save
those on liquor, opium, and other intoxicating drugs ; and the raising in
1889-9o of an infantry and a cavalry regiment, the latter since replaced
by a transport corps, for the defence of the empire. Jaswant Singh was
§ucceeded by his eldest son, Rim Singh, who was installed in 1893, but,
in conséquence of his intemperate habits, was deprived of all powers in
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1895. The administration was conducted, first by a Diwin and con-
sultative council, and next by a council only, under the general control
of the Political Agent. In June, 1900, Rim Singh in a fit of passion
killed one of his private servants at Abu,and for this wanton murder he
was deposed.  His son, Kishan Singh, the present Maharaja, was born
in 1899.

The principal places of archaeological interest arc BAYANA, KAMAN,
and RUpeAs. There are also some fine specimens of Jat architecture
of the eighteenth century at Dic.

The number of towns and villages in the State is 1,302, and the
population at each of the three cnumerations was: (1881) 645,540,
(r891) 640,303, and (1go1) 626,665. ‘These figures
show a decline of nearly 3 per cent. since 1881, which
was due almost entirely to maladministration in the time of Jaswant
Singh. ‘There is some reason for suspecting that the figures for 1891
were intentionally exaggerated in order to conceal the decrease in
population. ‘The State is divided into the two districts or nizamals
of Bharatpur and Dig, each containing five Za/si/s : namely, Baying,
Bharatpur, Nadbai, Ripbis, and Wer in the former ; and Dig, Kiaman,
Kimher, Nagar, and Pahari in the latter.

The following table gives the chief statistics of population in 1901 :—

Population.

Number of Percentage of
€ n ol
) P . variationg_\ein Iﬁ;’;}:“' l"{
Nezamal, g % Population. Pgﬂ"‘lvzlclzn R read and
é E 1891 and 1901 write,
Bl'mratpur . 4| 692| 366,532 |Not nvai.]able. 11,497
Dig. 3| 6o3| 200,133 |Notavailable| 6,265
State total | v | 1,295 | 626,665 —-21 17,762

There are seven towns, the principal being Buaratrur Citv, Dig,
and KAMAN. At the Census of 19o1, Hindus numbered 510,508, or
more than 81 per cent,, and Musalmians 112,621, or nearly «8 per cent.
The languages mainly spoken are Braj Bhasha, one of the principal
dialects of Western Hindi, and Mewati, one of the four main groups of
Rajasthani. *

The most numerous caste is that of the Chamars. They number
101,000, Or about 16 per cent. of the total, and are workers in leather,
cultivators, and field-labourers. Next come the Jits (93,000, or nearly
15 per cent.). There are several clans, the chief being that known as
Sinsinwar, ‘The Jats possess fine physique, a sturdy independence of
character, and are for the most part agriculturists, The Brahmans num-
ber 65,000, or about 10 per cent. of the population. Some  perform
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priestly duties, others are in service (military, civil, or private), and
a good many earn their livelihood by cultivation. There are several
classes, but the Gaurs arc said to predominate. The Meos (51,500, or
about 8 per cent.) arc found in every Za/si/ except Bayana and Ripbas,
but are most numerous in Kaman, Nagar, and Pabari. A full account
of them will be found in the article on MewAT, They were formerly
notorious for their predatory habits, but have now settled down to agri-
culture, in which they receive great assistance from their women, and
run the Jits close for industry. The Gujars number 44,900, or about
7 percent. They are mostly agriculturists, but some are cattle-dealers
and breeders, and a few are in the service of the State. The Gujars
may be divided into two main classes, Khiri and Laur; the latter is
socially far superior to the former, and has the privilege of furnishing
nurses for the ruling family. The main occupation of the people is
agriculture, more than 58 per cent. living by the land, and another
2 per cent. being partially agriculturists. Over 13 per cent. are engaged
in such industrics as cotton-weaving and spinning, leather-work, pottery,
carpentry, &c.

Out of 62 native Christians in 1901, 32 were Roman Catholics (all
in the Dig district), 14 Methodists, and 14 belonged to the Church of
England. ‘The Church Missionary Society established a branch at the
capital in 1goz, while the American Methodist Mission at Agra has
sent native Christian workers to two or three places in the State
sirice 1gorI.

The soils are locally divided, with reference to irrigation, into ckaki,
watered from wells ; sairiba, watered from canals or dands, or benefited

Agriculture. by dr.ainagc from _hill—sides ; and bc.zrzir.ti, depf:ndent
on rainfall ; and with regard to quality, into cAiknot, a
stiffish clay or clayey loam—black in colour —the richest natural soil,
and rarely manured ; mattiydr, the ordinary loam, which has a mixture
of sand, and is lighter in colour and more easily worked than cAiknot—
it is the common soil of the level plains and is much improved by
manure ; and 44iiz, the inferior sandy soil found at the foot of hills, on
high uplands, and along the banks of streams, which is most common
in Wer and Bayana in the south, and is suited only for the lighter crops,
but its area is not considerable, being only about 6o square miles. The
soil of Bharatpur, taken as a whole, is probably superior to that of
almost any other State in Rajputana; the territory has further the
advantages of a good rainfall, and of having more than two-fifths of its
area protected by wells or benefited by the annual inundations.

The area of the State is 1,982 square miles, of which about 384
square miles, or nearly one-ifth, are uncultivable, consisting chiefly of
forests, hills, grass preserves, rivers, roads, and the sites of towns and
villages" The area available for cultivation is consequently 1,598 square
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miles; and the nct area cropped in 1903-4 was 1,278 square miles, or
more than 64 per cent. of the total area of the State, and 8o per cent.
of the area available for cultivation. T'urning to individual crops, bdjre
occupied 314 square miles, or 24 per cent. of the net area cropped ;
Jowdr, 247 square miles, or 19 per cent.; gram, ower 15 per cent. ;
barley over 8, wheat about 6, and cotton 5 per cent.

The local cattle are small and hardy, but of inferior breed ; the best
plough-oxen are usually imported from Alwar and the Punjab. To
encourage horsc and mule-breeding, stallions are maintained at several
places. Sheep and goats of the ordinary variety are kept in large num-
bers. Fairs are held yearly at Bharatpur city and Dig, usually in
September or October.

Of the net area cropped, 294 square miles (or 23 per cent.) are irri.
gated, chiefly from wells. ‘I'here are said to be more than 22,000 wells
in the State, of which nearly 14,000 are masonry and the rest unbricked.
A masonry well costs from Rs. 300 to Rs. 1,200, according to depth
and nature of subsoil, and irrigates about 6 acres, while an unbricked
well costs from Rs. 30 to Rs. 100, may last for from two to twenty
years, and irrigates about 3 acres. Icathern buckets drawn up with a
rope and pulley by bullocks moving down an inclined plane are used
for lifting the water, save in shallow wells, where a contrivance called
dhenklt, consisting of a wooden pole with an earthen pot at one end
and a weight at the other, is more popular. ‘There are 164 irrigation
works (bands and canals) maintained by the Public Works department,
of which the following are the most important. ‘The Bareta fand across
the Kakand river was commenced in 1866 but abandoned in 1869,
after Rs. 70,000 had been spent, and the dam carried half-way across.
Work was resumed in 1895 and the dam was completed in 18g7. 'This
is the only large storage reservoir in the State; the sheet of water is
about 4 square miles in area, with a capacity below escape-level of
1,500 million cubic feet. There are three distributary channels, and the
area annually irrigated is about 5,000 acres. The total expenditure
since 1895 has heen nearly 3 lakhs. Another old irrigation work is the
Ajan dand, which holds up thc greater part of the inundations of the
Bangangd and Gambhir rivers and distributes them. It was originally
constructed about 100 years ago by Mabaraja Ranjit Singh, but subse-
quently fell into disrepair. It has been steadily improved since 1895t
a cost of about 1.6 lakhs, and is now 12 miles long with 23 sluices,
and supplies water to 77 villages, the protected area in normal years
being about 31,000 acres. The Sikri dand across the Riiparel river is
also an old work, having been constructed by Maharaja Balwant Singh
about r840. It has recently been extended and improved at a cost of
about 1.7 lakhs, and is now 14 miles in length with a numbe; of dis-
tributary channels, The maximum area protected is about 28,000 acres.
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Numerous other irrigation works, large and small, have been con-
structed or restored since 1895 at a total cost of about 8.5 lakhs.

“There are no real forests, but about 38 square miles are occupied by
fucl and fodder reserves (locally called ghannas and rindks); and the
following trees age common : babil (Acacia arabica), faras (Tamarix
orientalis), kandi (Prosopis spicigera), karel (Capparis aphylla), nim
(Melia Azadirachta), &c. Grass and wood are supplied for State
animals ; and, after the first crop of grass has been cut, the village
cattle are allowed to graze on payment of a small fee.

"The State is poor in mincral products. Copper and iron are found
in the hills in the south, but the mines have not been worked for many
years. ‘The famous sandstone quarries at Bansi Paharpur furnished
materials for the most cclebrated monuments of the Mughal dynasty
at Agra, Delhi, and Fatehpur Sikri, as well as for the beautiful palaces
at Dig. ‘The stonc is of two varietics : namely, dark red, generally
speckled with yellowish white spots or patches ; and a yellowish white,
homogencous in colour and texture, and very fine-grained. The red
variety is inferior for architectural purposcs to the white, but is
remarkable for perfect parallel lamination ; and, as it readily splits into
suitable flags, it is much used for roofs and floors. ‘The annual out-turn
is about 14,000 tons, of which about two-thirds is sold to the public
on payment of royalty, and the balance is utilized for State works,
‘These quarrics give employment to some 450 labourers, who are mostly
Ujhas (or carpenters) residing in the neighbourhood, and whose
monthly earnings average Rs. 6 to Rs. 10 per head.

‘T'he manufactures consist of coarse cotton cloth woven in all parts of
the State, iron household utensils made at Dig, glass and lac bangles in

Trade and various places, and pipe-bowls and clay pipes (gaddas)
communications, 4t Nagar and the capital respectively. The most
interesting manufactures are the chauris (or fly-whisks)

and the fans made at Bharatpur city of ivory or sandal-wood.

The chief exports are cereals, vilseeds, cotton, g#i, sandstone, and
cattle to Agra, Muttra, and Hathras, and to some extent to adjacent
villages of Alwar, Dholpur, Jaipur, and Karauli. The main imports
include rice, sugar, and molasscs from Bareilly, Pilibhit, and Shahjahan-
pur; salt from Sambhar; Lnglish piece-goods from Delhi; metals
trom Hathras ; and country cloth from some of the villages of Agra.

The Rajputina-Mailwa Railway runs for about 33 miles through the
'ccntre of the State, from east to west, with four stations on this length.
T'he Ca\}'npore-Achhnerﬁ branch of the same railway passes through
an outlying portion of the State in Muttra District, with a station at
the village of Bhainsa.

The t?tal length of metalled roads is 165 miles, and of unmetalled
roads 323 miles. All are maintained by the State, at an annual cost of
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about Rs. 97,000, and all were constructed by the State, except the
Agra-Ahmadibad road (45 miles within Bharatpur limits), which was
constructed by the British Government between 1865 and 1867.

Imperial postal unity was accepted by the Darbar in 1896, and there
arc now twenty post offices in the State, four of shese being also
telegraph offices.

Bharatpur enjoys a good and fairly regular rainfall, which renders it
more secure against famine and scarcity than most parts of Rijputana.
In 1877 therc was very little rain between June and
September, and the A%arif crops in some parts failed
altogether, and in others were about one-fifth of the average. Numbers
are said to have died from starvation, and about 100,000 people
emigrated. There was great delay in starting poorhouses and relief
works, and the advances to agriculturists (about Rs. 80,000 in cash and
go tons of grain) were quite inadequate to the necessities of the case.
In 1895-6 and 1896~7 there was severe drought and scarcity, almost
amounting to famine, in the southern Za4si/s.  Both crops failed largely,
and many cattle died. Relief works were started in November, 1896,
which gave employment to 3,400 units daily till August, 1897, the
expenditure being about Rs. 1,40,000. Very little was done in the way
of suspensions of land revenue, and pressure led to wholesale desertions.
In 1899-1900 the State enjoyed comparative immunity, but there was
a certain amount of distress, as the rainfall (19 inches) was badly
distributed.  Relief works and poorhouses were started, advances were
given to agriculturists, and suspensions and remissions of land revenue
sanctioned. 'The cattle suffered from want of fodder, which, in spite of
the prohibition of its cxport, was exhausted by May, 1900, and nearly
203,000 head are said to have died. More than 2,000,000 units
were relieved on works, and over 83,000 gratuitously, and the direct
expenditure was 2:8 lakhs.

The Mahirdja being a minor, the administration is carricd on by
a council of four members under the supervision and general control
of the Political Agent, all important matters being
referred to the Governor-General’s Agent in Rajputina.
Each member of council is in immediate charge of a number of depart-
ments, and, subject to certain rules, disposes of all the work connected
therewith. Each of the two districts into which the State is divided is
for judicial purposes under a ndzim, and for revenue purposes under
a Deputy-Collector, while in each of the faksils is a fakst/ddr, assisted
by a naib-taksildar.

In the administration of justice, British procedure and laws are
followed generally, The lowest courts are those of the naib-taksiidars,
who are third-class magistrates and can try civil suits not gxceeding
Rs. 50in value, The taksi/dirs have second-class powers as magistrates,
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and decide civil suits for sums not exceeding Rs. 200. Appeals against
the decisions of these courts lie to the ndzim of the district, who has
the ordinary powers of a District Magistrate and can try civil suits
without limit. Over the nazéms is the Civil and Sessions Judge. On
the civil side, hisework is appellate only, while on the criminal side he
tries original Sessions cascs, and can sentence up to ten years’ imprison-
ment and fine to any extent. 'The highest court is the council, which,
besides hearing first appeals from the Civil and Sessions Judge, and
second appeals from the adzims, gives judgement in murder cases,
though a sentence of death requires the confirmation of the Governor-
General's Agent. Revenue suits are heard by the faksi/dirs and the
Deputy-Collectors, subject to the supervision of the council,

The normal revenue of the State is about 31 lakhs, and the ordinary
expenditure about 28 lakhs. The chief sources of revenue are : land
(including cesses), 21-7 lakhs ; customs, 3-3 lakhs; payment under the
Salt agreement of 1879, 1-5 lukhs ; and stamps, about Rs. 34,000, The
main items of cxpenditure are: public works, 6.5 lakhs; army,
5.7 lakhs ; cost of council, courts, and revenue staff, 3-3 lakhs; stables,
clephants, &c., 2.2 lakhs; allowances to ex-Maharaja, Sardars, &c.,
o1 lakhs; and police, charities, and pensions, about a lakh each.
Thesc figures do not include the income and expenditure (approximately
2-1 lakhs) of the Dcorhi faksi/, from which the expenses of the palace
are defrayed. The financial position of the State is very satisfactory ;
the assets in 1905, including a cash balance of 8-9 lakhs and a sum of
25 lakhs in Government sccuritics, amounted to about 38 lakhs, and
there were no liabilities. ‘

British currency is the sole legal tender in the State. Formerly two
mints were at work, namcly, at Dig and the capital, but the former is
said to have been closed in 1878 and the latter in 1883. The old local
rupee, called %/, used to be much the same in value as the British,
but now exchanges for about ten British annas.

The land tenures may be divided into &4d/sa, muafp, and Istimrari;
and the areas under these tenures are respectively 87-6, 11.8, and
0-6 per cents of the total arca of the State. In the Akdlsa villages the
superior and final right of ownership is vested in the State, but the
samindirs also hold a subordinate proprietary right as long as they
pay the demand. This right is heritable by their heirs, but cannot be
alienated without the consent of the Darbdr, and, even with that consent,
cannot be alienated to non-agriculturists. The mudfi tenure is of several
kinds. Land may be given rent-free in charity (pandrtk), or for religious
burposes to temples, Brahmans, purokits, &c. Other land is held in
indm, ot on the chauth tenure. Formerly these were identical. Estates
were granged rent-free by the earlier rulers to their brethren in arms, as
areward for past, or a guarantee for future, military services; and these
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services were defined in each case as so many guns, i.e. so many
matchlock-men. After Najaf Khan had seized Dig and Kimher in
1776, some of these inamis admitted the Mughal supremacy and were
made to pay chauth or one-fourth of the revenue; and when these
districts were restored to Bharatpur, this payment wasscontinued. This
is said to be the origin of the ckant/k tenure generally; but another
form of it is in force in a few villages, under which onefourth of the
assessment is remitted, and three-fourths are taken by the State, military
service being still rendered.  Lastly, the Thakurs, Sardars, and relatives
of the chief neither pay revenue nor perform service. There are only
four fstimrari villages, which are held on a fixed and permanent
quit-rent.

In the Akalsa area, prior to 1853, the State in theory took onc-third
of the produce, a relic of Akbar's land revenue system, which was levied
cither by actual division of the crop (éazai), or more frequently by
appraisement of the yield of the standing crop (kankii#), which was
converted into a cash demand at current rates. A further development
led to the contract system, by which the zamindar or the middleman
(thekaddr) contracted to pay a fixed sum for a year or term of years.
In practice, however, the State took all it could exact from the
people, and much of the residue was swallowed up by rapacious and
corrupt officials, The first summary settlement, for three years, was
made in 1855, and the demand, based on the average collections of the
previous ten years, was 14-2 lakhs, This was followed by a series of
summary settlements, till in 1goo the first regular settlement was com-
pleted for a term of twenty years. The initial demand then fixed was
206 lakhs, and the final demand, owing to progressive assessment, rose
to 2r-4 lakhs in 1905-6. This settlement followed the Punjab lines,
the net ‘assets * being calculated from a valuation of the produce. The
assessment of ‘wet’ land varies from Rs, 2 to Rs. 8-2-0 per acre, and
of ‘dry’ land from Rs. 1-4-0 to Rs. 2-8-0; and the incidence of land
revenue per head of the rural population is Rs. 4-6-o.

‘The State maintains an Imperial Service infantry regiment of 652 of
all ranks, excluding followers, and a transport corps.consisting of 350
carts, 6oo mules, and 368 men and followers. The infantry regiment
was raised in 1889, and the transport corps in 1899, the latter taking
the place of a cavalry regiment. The local irregular force numbers
about 2,200 men, of whom 513 are cavalry and 13z are gunners.
There are 82 guns, of which 40 are said to be serviceable. The
Imperial Service regiment and the transport corps cost usually about
3 lakhs, and the rest of the army 33 lakhs a year; but both are at
present under sanctioned strength.

The police force is under a Superintendent, and numbers 760 of all
ranks, of whom 25 are mounted. There are also more than 1,000
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chaukidirs, who keep watch and ward in their villages ; they receive no
pay, but hold land at favoured rates, or get certain perquisites from the
gamindars. 'Till quite recently two jails were maintained in the State:
namely, a Central jail ncar the capital and a District jail at Dig, which
together had accommodation for about 220 prisoners, and cost about
Rs. 25,000 a year ; but the jail at Dig has lately been abolished.

In the literacy of its population Bharatpur stands cleventh among
the twenty States and chiefships of Rajputina, with 2.8 per cent.
(5-2 males and o-1 females) able to read and write. Excluding elemen-
tary indigenous schools (maktabs and pdthsilas), there are now
99 educational institutions in the State, of which g6 are maintained by
the Darbar and the remaining 3 by the Church Missionary Society.
The number on the rolls of these schools in 1904-5 was about 4,400,
and the daily average attendance about 3,100. The more important
institutions are the high school, the Sanskrit school, and an Anglo-
vernacular school for the upper classes at the capital, and an Anglo-
vernacular school at Dig. Elsewhere the vernacular alone is taught.
There are 4 girls’ schools, attended on the average by 100 girls. The
State expenditure on education, including stipends and scholarships,
is about Rs. 48,000 yearly. Yees arc charged in some cases, and in
1904-5 yielded about Rs. 1,000.

Including the Imperial Service and jail hospitals, there arc 4 hospitals
and 1o dispensaries, with accommodation for 165 in-patients. In 1904
the number of cases treated was 145,165 (1,950 being in-patients), and
3,904 operations were performed. The total expenditure was about
Rs. 37,000.

A staff of 15 vaccinators under a native superintendent is employed,
which in 1904-5 successfully vaccinated 27,641 persons, or 44 per 1,000
of the population, against an average during the previous five years of
nearly 67 per 1,000,

[C. K. M. Walter, Gazetteer of Bhurtpore State (Agra, 1868);
Rijputina Gazetteer, vol. i (1879, under revision); M. F. O’Dwyer,
Settlement Reports (1898-1901) ; H. E. Drake-Brockman, Gazetteer of
Eastern R&jputiana States (Ajmer, 1905); Administration Reports of
Bharatpur (annually from 1895-6). For an account of the first siege
of _Bharatpur, see J. Grant Duff, History of the Makrattas (1826) ; J.N.
Creighton, Narratite of the Siege and Capture of Bhurtpore (1830) ;
and C. R. Low, Zife and Correspondence of Sir George Pollock (1873).)

Bharatpur City.—Capital of the State of the same name, in
Rijputdna, situated in 27° 13" N. and 77° 30’ E., on the Rajputina-
Malwa Railway, 34 miles west of Agra, 875 north-west of Calcutta, and
815 miles north-east of Bombay. It is the sixth largest city in Rajput-
ana, havjng a population in 1901 of 43,601, compared with 66,163 in
1881 and 67,555 in 1891. The large decrease of more than 35 per cent.
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is said to be due partly to exaggerated enumeration in 1891, and partly
to the fact that, in the year last mentioned, several suburbs were con-
sidered as part of the city, while in 1gor they were treated as separate
villages.  According to the latest Census, Hindus number 30,784, or
70 per cent. of the total ; Musalmans, 11,964, or ofer 27 per cent.;
and Jains, 722. The city and fort are said to have been founded about
1733, and to have been named after Bharat, a legendary character of
great fame in Hindu mythology. The fort of Bharatpur is celebrated
for having baffled the attacks of Lord Lake in 1805, and for its capture
by Lord Combermere on January 18, 1826. An account of both these
sieges will be found in the article on the BHARATPUR STATE. The
famous mud walls still stand, though a good deal out of repair. The
only important manufactures are the ckauris or fly-whisks made of ivory
or sandal-wood. The art is said to be confined to a few familics, who
keep the process a profound secret. The tail of the fly-whisks is com-
posed of long, straight fibres of either of the materials above mentioned,
which in good specimens are almost as finc as ordinary horse-hair.
These families also make fans of the same fibres beautifully interwoven,
A municipal board of thirteen members is responsible for the sanitation
and lighting of the city, the State providing the necessary funds, about
Rs. 24,000 a year. The Central jail is at Sewar, about 3 miles to the
south-west, and, though much improved during recent years, is not
altogether satisfactory as a prison, and is often overcrowded. The jail
manufactures, such as rugs, carpets, blankets, matting, &c., yield
a yearly profit of about Rs. 1,500. The educational institutions, eight
in number (omitting indigenous schools such as maktabs and pathsilas),
are attended by 890 boys and go girls. Of these, five are maintained
by the State and threc by the Church Missionary Society. The only
school of any note is the Darbar high school, which teaches up to the
entrance standard of the Allahabad University, and which, since 1894,
has passed twenty-two students for that examination. Including the
two Imperial Service regimental hospitals and that attached to the jail,
there are five hospitals and a dispensary at Bharatpur, with accommo-
dation for 148 in-patients. In the Victoria Hospital, one wing of which
is solely for females, the Bharatpur State possesses what has been pro-
nounced by experts to be the best equipped and most thoroughly
up-to-date institution, as regards medical and scientific details, in India
at the present time,

Bharatpur Village.—Head-quarters of the Ching Bhakar State,
Central Provinces, situated in 23° 44’ N. and 81° 49" E., 2 miles north-
west of Janakpur on the Bands river. Population (19o1), 635. On
three sides the village is surrounded by forestclad hills, but on
the north the country slopes down to the valley of the Banis. The
river itself, though distant only a mile, is concealed from view by an
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intervening stretch of jungle. The village contains the house of the
Bhaiya, as the chicf is called.

Bharauli.— Pargana in the sub-faksi! of SiMLA-cum-Biaraviy,
Simla District, Punjab.

Bharejda.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhareli.—A river of Assam, which rises in the Himilayas in the
territory occupied by the Akd and Dafld tribes, and enters Darrang
District through a gorge of great beauty. After debouching on the
plains it flows in an easterly direction round a range of low hills, and
then pursues a tortuous course with a generally southern direction to the
Brahmaputra, which it joins about 8 miles above Tezpur, after a total
course of 160 miles. ‘This, however, is a new channel ; the old course
ran from Bamgaon to a point about one mile east of Tezpur. The
principal tributaries are: on the right bank, the upper Sonai and
Mansiri; and on the left bank, the Diji, Namiri, upper Khari, Bar,
and Dikrai. During the rains the Bhareli often overflows its banks,
and the result is that for the greater part of its course through the
plains it flows by tree forest or uncultivated land. There are no places
of importance on its banks, and this fact, coupled with the swiftness of
the current, renders it of little use as a trade route. A ferry on the
trunk road crosses the river, which, during the rains, is about 250
yards in width at this point.

Bharhut.—Ancient site in NAconp Statk, Central India.

Bharthana.—Central fa/si/ of Etawah District, United Provinces,
conterminous with the pargana of the same name, lying between
26° 30" and 26° 59’ N. and 78° 59’ and 79° 21’ E., with an area of
416 squarc miles,  Population increased from 169,979 in 1891 to
191,141 in 1901.  There are 300 villages and two small towns : Lakhna
(population, 3,771) and Aheripur (3,144). The demand for land
revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. 3,07,000, and for cesses Rs. 51,000, The
density of population, 459 persons per square mile, is slightly below the
District average. ‘The fa4si/ is divided by the rivers Sengar, Jumna,
and Chambal into four tracts. North of the Sengar lies a fertile area
called packiiz, intersected by two smaller streams, and containing some
large areas of barren land and marshes. Irrigation is provided by the
Etawah branch of the Lower Ganges Canal. South of this river the
soll is red in colour,and sandy in nature, Owing to the depth of the
spring-level, irrigation was formerly difficult ; but the Bhognipur branch
of the Lower Ganges Canal now serves this area, which is called ghdr.
"The tract bordering on the Jumna, called 4ark%a, and the area south
of it, known as i, are intersected by ravines, but have a fair area of
alluvial soil, or 2ackkdr, on the banks of the river. In 1903—4 the area
under cyltivation was 213 square miles, of which 103 were irrigated.
Canals supply six-sevenths of the irrigated area, and wells most of the rest.
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Bhartpur.—State and capital thereof in Rajputina. See BHARAT-
PUR.

Bharuch.—District, 22/uka, and town in Bombay. See BroacH.

Bharudpura.—Z%akurat in the BHOPAWAR AGENcY, Central
India. N

Bharwain.—Hill sanitarium in the Una /a%si/ of Hoshidrpur
District, Punjab, situated in 31° 48’ N. and 76° 10’ E. Population
(March, 19o1), 17. It lics on the Jullundur-Dharmsila road, 28 miles
from Hoshidrpur town, ncar the borders of Hoshidrpur and Kangra
Districts, on the summit of the Sola Singhi range, at an elevation of
3,896 feet above the sea.

Bhasawar.—Town in the Wer #a/si/ of the State of Bharatpur,
Rajputina, situated in 27° 2’ N. and 77° 3’ E,, close to the Jaipur
border, and about 3o milcs west-by-south-west of Bharatpur city. Popu-
lation (1901), 6,690. The town is the head-quarters of a naib-taksildar,
and possesses a post office, a vernacular school attended by about
180 boys, and a dispensary. It is supposed to have been founded by,
and named after, Bhasiwar Khiin, an officer of Mahmad of Ghazni
(roor-30).

Bhatgaon.—Town in Nepil, about 8 miles from Katmandu, the
capital of the State (27° 42’ N., 85° 26’ E.). Estimated population,
30,000, chiefly Newirs. From the end of the fifteenth century
Bhatgaon was one of the petty Newir States in the Valley of Nepal,
and in the eighteenth century its quarrels with its neighbours at
Katmandu and Patan paved the way for its conquest by the Gurkhas
in 1768-9. Bhatgaon is now garrisoned by the Gurkha government.
A hospital was opened here in June, 1904.

Bhathan,—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhatinda Tahsil.—Zua/ksi/ in the Anahadgarh nizamat, Patidla
State, Punjab. See GOVINDGARH.

Bhatinda Town (also known as Govindgarh).—Head-quarters of
the Govindgarh faksi/, Anihadgarh zizamat, Patiila State, Punjab,
situated in 30° 13’ N. and 75° E. Population (1gor), 13,185. The
history of Bhatinda is obscure. In the pre-Muhammadan period it was
called Vikramagarh, and it appears in the early Muhammadan historians
as Batrinda, often incorrectly transposed into Tabarhind, The Hindu
chronicles of Kashmir describe it as Jaipal's capital, and say that
Mahmid of Ghazni captured it. Tradition ascribes its foundation to
one Bhati Rao, who also founded Bhatner in the Bikaner State ; and
it undoubtedly formed part of the territory held by the Bhati chief
Hemhel, from whom the Philkian houses of Patidla, Jind, and Nabha
claim descent. In the early Muhammadan period the country round
formed an important fief of the Delhi empire, and under Altamsh was
a crown province. For a long period, however, it fell into detay, pro-
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bably owing to the drying up of the Ghaggar and other streams which
watered its territory. About 1754 it was conquered by Mahariji Al
Singh of Patiala, and has since been held by that State.  Bhatinda is now
a thriving town, lying in the centre of the great grain-producing tract
called the Jangal, and has a large grain mart. It is also an important
railway junction, at which the Southern Punjab, ]ndhpur-B!kaner,
Rajputina-Malwi, and branches of the North-Western Railways meet.
It imports sugar, rice, and cotton-sced, exporting wheat, gram, and oil
sceds.  ‘The great fort, about 118 fect high, which dominates the town,
is conspicuous for many miles round, and has thirty-six bastions.
‘The town possesses a high school, a hospital, and numerous railway
and canal offices.

Bhatkal (or Susagadi; Sanskrit, Manipura).—Town in the Honavar
taluka of North Kanara District, Bombay, situated in 13° 59" N. and
74° 32" E., ncar the mouth of a small stream that falls into the Arabian
Sea, about 64 miles south-cast of Karwir., Population (1901), 6,964.
The town contains two small and two large mosques; and the
Musalman population has the special name Naviyat, said to mean
‘newly arrived,” owing to their being Sunni Persians, driven from the
Persian Gulf by the persecution of their Shiah brethren in the eighth
century. Many of these Naviyats are wealthy traders, and visit
different parts of the country for business purposes, leaving their
families at Bhatkal. From the fourteenth to the sixteenth century,
under the names of Batticala (Jordanus, 1321), Battecala (Barbosa,
1510), and Baticala (De Barros), Bhatkal was a flourishing centre
of trade, where ships from Ormuz and Goa came to load sugar and
rice. In 1305 the Portuguese established a factory here, but a few
years later the capturc of Goa (1511) deprived the place of its im-
portance. I'wo attempts werc made by the British to establish an
agency at Bhatkal—the first in 1638 by a country association, the
second in 1668 by the Company, but both failed. According to
Captain Hamilton (16go-1420), the remains of a large city and many
Jain and Brahman temples were still to be seen in the beginning of the
eighteenths century. The chief articles of trade are rice, betel-nuts,
coco-nuts, and cotton cloth, the imports being valued at 1-22 lakhs
a year and the exports at Rs. 62,000, Bhatkal was constituted a muni-
cipality in 18go, its income during the decade ending rgor averaging
Rs. 4,600. In 19034 the income was Rs. 6,500. Among the objects
of interest at Bhatkal are the following temples: Khetapai Nariyan
Devasthin, built of black stone with some fine sculptures ; Shantappa
Naik Tirumal Devasthan, built entirely of black basalt; Raghunéth
Devasthin, a small ornate temple in the Dravidian style; Jattapa
Naikan% Chandranitheshwar bas#7, a large Jain temple. About half
2 mile south-west of Bhatkal is an old stone bridge said to have been
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built by the Jain princess Channabhaira Devi (1450). On the summit
of the hill forming the northern houndary of the bay is a lighthouse
visible for 8 miles. ‘The town contains a dispensary and three schools,
of which one is a middle school and one is for girls,

Bhatkheri.— 7%akurat in the MALWA Agency, Centyal India.

Bhatkuli.—Village in the District and #a/n% of Amraoti, Berdr,
situated in 20° 54” N. and 77° 39" E., 10 miles from Amraoti town.
Population (1901), 2,767.  Raji Rukmin of Vidarbha is said to have
retired to this place after the abduction of his sister Rukmini by
Krishna.

Bhatnair (Biatner).—Town and fort in Bikaner State, Rajputina.
See HANUMANGARH.

Bhatpara.—Town in the Barrackpore subdivision of the District
of the Twenty-four Parganas, Bengal, situated in 22° g2’ N. and
88° 25" ., on the left bank of the Hooghly river. Population (1901),
21,540, Bhatpara has long been famous as a scat of Sanskrit learning,
and contains several fo/s where pupils are educated and fed free of charge.
It is also a busy industrial place, possessing jute-mills and a paper-
mill, situated chiefly in the villages of Jagatdal and Kankinara, Bhat-
pira was formerly included in the Naihdti municipality, but in 1899
a separate municipality was constituted. ‘The income during the five
years since its constitution averaged Rs. 25,000, and the expendi-
ture Rs, 17,000, In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 51,000, including
a loan from Government of Rs, 20,000 and Rs. 11,000 derived from
a tax on persons ; and the expenditure was Rs. 31,000.

Bhattiana.—A tract of country in the Punjab, lying between
29° 15" and 30° 15" N. and 74° o’ and 75° 45" K., and comprising
the valley of the Ghaggar from Fatehabad in Hissar District to Bhatnair
in the State of Bikaner, together with an undefined portion of the dry
country stretching north-west of the Ghaggar towards the old bank of
the Sutlej.  For its physical aspects see HissAr DistricT. Roughly
speaking, the tract is bounded on the east by Hariina, on the south
and west by the Bikaner descrt, while on the north its boundary
includes Bhatinda in Patidla, and may be taken as roughly corre-
sponding to the line of the Southern Punjab Railway. Bhattiina
derives its name from the Bhattis, a collection of Muhammadan tribes
claiming Rajput origin, who also gave their name to Bhatnair. ‘

Early in the fourteenth century the wild country held by the Bhattis
and Mains (Minas) was attached to Abohar, a dependency of Dipil-
Pur; and the daughter of Rina Mal, the Bhatti chief, was married to
Sipah Salar Rajab, and in 1309 became the mother of Firoz Shah III
The Bhatti chiefs seem to have maintained a position of semi-indepen-
dence for a considerable time. Rai Hansu Bhatti, son of Khul Chain,
Wwas employed under Mubarak Shih II against Pulid in 1430 and
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1431. Later, the Bhatti chief, Ahmad Khan, who.had risen to great
power and had 20,000 horse under him, defied prince Bayazid in the
reign of Bahlol Lodj, and, though at first victorious, was eventually
defeated and killed. Mirza Kimran was cmployed against the Bhattis
in 1527 ; and ghey seem to have been reduced to complete subjection
by the Mughals, for nothing is heard of them until the decay of the
Delhi empire.  For twenty-four years after 1750 Bhattina was harassed
by the Sikhs and Bhattis in turn, until in 1774 Amar Singh, the Raja of
Patiila, conquered it. But Patidla was unable to hold the tract, and
lost the whole of it (Rania in 1780-3, IYatehabad in 1784), the Bhatti
reconquest being facilitated by the great famine of 1783 which deso-
lated the country.  Sirsa fell to George Thomas in 1795-9 ; and on his
fall in 1801 the Marathas acquired Bhattidna, only to lose it in 1803 to
the British, who took no steps to establish a strong government., At
that time Bhattiina was divided between the chiefs Bahadur Khan and
Zabita Khan, of whom the former held the country in the neighbour-
hood of Fatehabad, while the latter owned Rania and Sirsa. In 1810
the raids of Bahadur Khin had become intolerable, and an expedition
sent against him anncxed Fatehabdd, while in 1818 the territories of
Zabita Khan were acquired. The country thus obtained formed the
subject of a long disputc with the Patiala chief, who had encroached
on it between 1818 and 1837, It was finally awarded to the British
Government, and made into a separate District of Bhattiana, which was
transferred to the Punjab under the name of Sirsa District after 1857.
See HIsSAR,

Bhattiprolu.—Village in the Tenali #@/xk of Guntir District,
Madras, situated in 16° 6’ N. and 80° 47’ E., to the north of Repalle.
Population (1go1), 3,568. Its interest lics in the Buddhist s#7ga which
it contains. This was much damaged in the last century by subordi-
nates of the Public Works department, who utilized its marbles for
making a sluice and other constructions, and little of it now remains.
The stiipa was 132 feet in diameter, and excavations made in 1892
revealed three caskets containing relics and jewels, which are now in
the Madms Muscum. On them are nine inscriptions in the Pali
language, and in characters resembling those of Asoka’s inscriptions,
stating that they were made to hold relics of Buddha. The stizga and
these caskets are described in vol. xv of the Reports of the Archaceological
Survey of India.

Bhaun.—Town in the Chakwal Zaksi/ of Jhelum District, Punjab,
situated in 32° 52" N. and 72° 40’ E., on the southern extremity of
the Dhanni plain. Population (1got), 5,340. The town possesses
a vernacular middle school, maintained by the District board.

Bhaunagar State (Bkavnagar).—State in the Kathiawar Political
Agency, Bombay, lying between 20° and 22° 18’ N. and 71° 15’ and
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72° 18’ E., with an area of 2,860 square miles. It is bounded on
the north by Ranpur, Ahmadabad District, and the Panchal; on the
cast by the Gulf of Cambay and the Dhandhuka ##/uka of Ahmadabad ;
on the south by the Arabian Sea; and on the west by Sorath and
Halar. “

The country has a very varied a:pect, being in some parts a mere
salt flat, in others a rich plain of black soil, while portions of the Sihor
range and the hills in the Kundla subdivision lend
a mountainous appearance to other parts. The prin-
cipal ranges of hills are those of Sihor, Khokra, Und,
the Babriadhar, and the outlying hills of the Gir on the western border,
the highest hill being Mitidla (over 1,000 feet). They are all volcanic,
and consist of trap and basalt, piercing, and in some places elevating,
a course of sandy limestone. In places laterite of good quality for
building and a conglomerate abounding in fossils are found. The
principal rivers are the Shetrunji, Bagad, and Malan, the waters of
which are used for irrigation. The State contains a fine artificial
lake about 5 miles in circumference near the capital, formed by an
embankment across the bed of the Gadechi river. The climate on
the sea-coast is good, but hot and dry inland. ‘The annual rainfall
averages 25 inches,

The Gohel Rajputs, to which tribe the chief of Bhaunagar belongs,
are said to have settled in the country about the year 1260 under
Sajakji, from whose three sons— Ranoji, Saranji, and
Shahji—are descended respectively the chiefs of
Bhaunaga-, Lathi, and Palitina. The Vala State also is an offshoot
from Bhaunagar. The town of Bhaunagar was founded in 1723 by Bhau-
singhji, grandfather of Wakhat Singh, who succeeded to the chiefship
in 1772, Bhausinghji, his son Rawal Akherdjji, and his grandson
Wakhat Singh, took pains to improve the trade of their country and to
destroy the pirates who infested the neighbouring seas. An intimate con-
nexion was thus formed between Bhaunagar ard the Bombay Government.
In 1759 the British acquired the right to a fourth share in the customs
of the port of Bhaunagar from the Sidi of Surat, to whom it'had been
granted by Bhausinghji as the price of protection from the Nawab
of Cambay. In 1771 Rawal Akherjji assisted the Bombay Govern-
ment in reducing Talaja and Mahuva, which were ocgupied by piratical
Kolis, After the conquest of Talaja, the fort was offered to Akherajji
by the Bombay Government ; but he refused to accept it, and it was in
consequence made over to the Nawab of Cambay. Wakhat Singh,
hOwever, after his accession, dispossessed the Nawab of the fort, which,
under an engagement arranged by the British Government in 1773,
he was allowed to retain on paying a sum of Rs.75,000. The boun-
daries of the Bhaunagar State were largely increased by various other
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History.
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acquisitions made by Wakhat Singh previous to the settlement of
Kathiawar,

When Gujarat and Kathiawar were divided between the Peshwa and
the Gaikwir, the western and larger portion of the Bhaunagar posses-
sions were incjuded in the Gaikwir’s share; while the eastern and
smaller portion, including Bhaunagar itself and the original estates of
the family in Sihor, fell to the Peshwi, and formed part of the districts
of Dhandhuka and Gogha, which the Peshwa ceded to the British
Government under the Treaty of Bassein. At the time of the settle-
ment of Kathiawar, therefore, part of the Bhaunagar possessions had
already become British territory, while part remained under the
Gaikwar. 'The revenue (jamd) demanded from the British portion
was Rs. 11,650, and that payable to the Gaikwir was fixed at
Rs, 74,500. But as it was expedient to consolidate in the hands of
the British Government the various claims over Bhaunagar, an agree-
ment was made with the Thakur’s consent for the transfer of the
Gaikwar’s tribute in Bhaunagar to the British Government, which was
accordingly included in the cessions made in 1807 by the Gatkwar for
the support of a contingent force. In 1840 the British abolished the
mint at Bhaunagar, where copper money had been previously coined.
s compensation for this, a sum of Rs. 2,800 a year was granted to the
Thiakur. A further sum of Rs. 4,000 was given to him, in considera-
tion of his resigning all claims to a sharc in the land or sea customs
of Gogha. The Thakur also subscribed the usual engagements,
exempting from duty vessels putting into his port under stress of
weather.

After the cession of Dhandhuka and Gogha, the chief of Bhaunagar
was tacitly permitted to cxercise the same powers as before in the
portion of his land which fell within those districts. But in conse-
quence of a serious abuse of power, the estates were in 1816 placed
under the jurisdiction of the English courts. The Thakur never
ceased to complain of this change ; and eventually, after full investiga-
tion, an agrcement was concluded, by which the Thakur’s revenue in
his British estates was fixed at Rs. 52,000 in perpetuity, In 1866
certain villages in this portion of the State were removed from the
jurisdiction of the revenue, civil, and criminal courts of the Bombay
Presidency, and transferred to the supervision of the Agent to the
Governor in Kathiawir. In 1873 the Bhaunagar State made an agree-
ment with the British Government for the construction of a telegraph
line between Bhaunagar and Dholera.

The Thakur Sahib of Bhaunagar is entitled to a salute of 11 guns,
?.!.ld was created a K,C.S.I. in 1904, He has received a sanad author-
izing adoption, and the succession follows the rule of primogeniture,

The'POPulation of Bhaunagar at the last four enumerations was:
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(1872) 428,500, (1881) 400,323, (1891) 467,282, and (1901) 412,664,
showing a decrease of 12 per cent. during the last
decade owing to the famine of 1899-19oo. The
density of population is 144 persons per square mile. In rgor Hindus
numbered 350,886 ; Musalmans, 40,323; and Jains, 20,761. The
State contains 11 towns and 655 villages. The capital'fs BHAUNAGAR
Town.*

More than one-half of the total arca consists of 7e¢gar or black cotton
soil, the remainder being light and sandy. Of the total cultivable
area of 1,092 squarc miles, 9833 were cultivated in
1903-4, of which 108 square miles were irrigated.
Watcr is obtained from wells and rivers. ‘Two experimental planta-
tions, containing 44,000 trees of various kinds, are maintained at
Mahuva and Sihor. The chief products are grain, cotton, and salt;
and the chief manufactures are oil, copper and brass vesscls, and cloth.
The State contains 11 cotton-presses, 9 ginning factories, and one
spinning and weaving mill. The quantity of cotton produced is very
considerable, and forms one of the chief sources of wealth of the
State.  The exports from its various ports in 1903-4 were returned
at a total value of r3o lakhs; imports at g1 lakhs. The only impor-
tant forests are the Sihor forests, chiefly of thorny acacias, with a few
tamarind and ##m trees. Horse-breeding is carried on with ten stal-
lions, and mule-breeding with one Italian donkey stallion. At the
veterinary hospital 1,211 animals were treated in 1903-4. Roads have
been constructed from Bhaunagar to Vartej and Gogha, and to Dhasa.
About 120 miles of the Bhavnagar-Gondal Railway runs through the
State, the net carnings since the line was opened being 11 lakhs in excess
of capital outlay. The chief has proposed to construct a metre-gauge
linc between Ranpur and Dholka via Dhandhuka.

Bhaunagar ranks as a first-class Tributary State in Kathiawar. The
chief exercises powers of life and death over all persons, the trial of
British subjects for capital offences requiring the pre-
vious permission of the Agent to the Governor ; and
he pays a tribute of 13 lakhs jointly to the British Government, the
Gaikwar, and the Nawab of Junagarh. The income of the State in
19034 was 31 lakhs, excluding the earnings of the Bhavnagar Railway,
which amounted to 8 lakhs. The expenditure was 35 lakhs, of which
more than 4 lakhs represents expenditure on railwayd. The State does
not levy transit dues. A revenue survey is being carried out in 161 vil-
lages. A State savings bank was established in 1goz, which has
a current deposit of more than 2z lakhs, and which lent and recovered
4 lakhs in 1903~4. There arc ten municipalities, the largest of which
1s Bhaunagar town, with a total income of Rs, 47,000 in 1903-4. The
State maintains a regiment of Imperial Service Lancers, 256 tstrong,
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51 cavalry, and 285 infantry, as well as a police force of 551, of whom
47are mounted. Including an Arts college attended by 74 students and
a high school, there were in 1903-4 148 educational establishments,
attended by 12,462 pupils, of whom 2,311 were girls. Besides these,
indigenous scl‘mols contain 2,166 pupils. The State has founded
57 scholarships of the aggregate monthly value of Rs. 457. The two
hospitals, one of which is for plague patients, and 17 dispensaties in
the State, were attended in 1903-4 by 125,898 patients, of whom
1,103 were in-patients. In the same year 7,000 persons were vac-
cinated.

Bhaunagar Town (Biavnagar)—Town and port in the Gulf of
Cambay, and capital of the State of the same name in Kathigwar,
Bombay, situated in 21° 45" N.and 72° 12’ E. Population (1gor),
56,442 : namely, 40,677 Hindus, 4,463 Musalmans, 10,681 Jains, 248
Christians, and 373 Parsis.  ‘The town was founded in 1723 by Bhau-
singhji, and rapidly rose to influence under a line of princes who
encouraged commerce and suppressed the piratical communities that
infested the Gulf of Cambay. It has a good and safe harbour for
shipping of light draught, and carries on an extensive trade as one
of the principal markets and harbours of export for cotton in Kathia-
wir. It possesses a spinning and weaving mill with 14,288 spindles
and 240 looms, and several steam presses. The harbour is difficult
of access, being approached by a winding creek.  ‘T'he total sea-borne
trade in 1903-4 was valued at 221 lakhs : namely, exports 130 lakhs
and imports gt lakhs. Besides manufactures of several kinds, such
as cloth, sugar-candy, hoxes bound in brass and iron, carriages, tur-
bans, &c., there are a Mangalore tile and brick factory, a saw-mill,
an ice factory, and iron foundry. The town is administered by a
municipality, with an income exceeding Rs. 44,000 in 1903-4. The
Gauri Shankar lake, or the Ganga Talao, constructed at a cost of
nearly 6 lakhs, is the chief source of water-supply for the town and
shipping. Besides numerous temples and mosques the town has two
churches, a Christian burial-ground, and a ‘tower of silence.’ Of the
several public buildings, the Victoria Jubilee water-works, the Percival
market and the Percival fountain, the Peile gardens and the Victoria
Park, the Court of Justice, and the high school are prominent. The
tawn contains two hospitals, one of which is for plague patients only.

Bhavani Rivet.—A picturesque perennial river of Southern India,
rising in the Attapadi valley in Malabar District, in 11° 14’ N. and
76° 32’ E,, and traversing from west to cast for 105 miles the faluks
of Satyamangalam and Bhavani in Coimbatore till it falls into the
Cauvery near Bhavani town. The confluence is considered very holy
and is frequented by pilgrims. Deriving its supplies principally from
the souh-west monsoon, the Bhavani receives its first freshes about
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the end of May, is at its highest flood from June to August, and thence-
forward, with occasional floods in the north-cast monsoon, gradually
subsides. It is fed by a number of small tributaries from the slopes
of the Nilgiris on the north and the more open cduntry to the south,
The most considerable of these is the Moyar, which drams the northern
side of the legm plateay, and joins the Bhavani near Kottamangalam.
The Bhavam is crossed by the ghd# road and the metre- -gauge rack
railway to the Nilgiris at Mettupilaiyam, and by road bridges at Satya-
mangalam and Bhavani. T'wice recently it has come down in consider-
able floods: in 1882 great damage was done along its banks, and in
190z the road bridge at Mettupalaiyam was carried away. Otters are
found in it, and it is famous for its mahseer and other fish. It affords
the best irrigation in Coimbatore District by the 'Tadampalli, Arakkan
kottai, and Kalingariyan channels, which together water 39,000 acres;
and it has given its name to a considerable irrigation project which has
been much discussed. This consists in forming a reservoir about
4 miles above Satyamangalam to contain 27,000 million cubic fect
of water. Opinion is divided as to how this water should be used ;
but the project in its present form does not contemplate any extension
of irrigation in Coimbatore District, but provides for the water being
utilized to supplement the Cauvery irrigation in Tanjore during
Scptember and October. The question has arisen whether a reservoir
could not be more advantageously constructed lower down on the Cau-
very itself, and this is still under investigation. The forests which
protect the head-waters of the Bhavini are largely owned by private
individuals ; and unless they arc carefully preserved, the effect on the
water-supply for irrigation from the river may in time be very serious.
Bhavani Tialuk. — North-eastern #3/uk of Coimbatore District,
Madras, lying between 11° 23’ and 11° 57 N.and 77° 25 and 77°
51" K., with an area of 715 square miles. If is bounded on the ecast
and south by the Cauvery and Bhavani rivers, which unite at its
south-east corner. In the north and west large portions are covered
by the Bargir hills, and consequently the #i/w% is poorly supplied
with roads. It lies off the railway, and has only one comsiderable
town, BHAVANI (population, 8 637), the head-quarters, and 62 villages.
The population rose from 119,869 in 1891 to 145,982 in 1901, shomng
an increase of nearly 22 per cent., which is greater,than in any other
Zluk in the District. The proportion of Christians is above the
District average, being between 2 and 3 per cent. of the total popu-
lation. Muhammadans are much fewer. The number of persons
able to read and write is small as compared with other fi/uks. The
demand for land revenue and cesses in 19o3-4 was Rs. 1,55,000.
More than half the #3/u% is covered with forest. Of the cultlvak)le area
about a tenth is usually irrigated and a fourth is unoccupied. " Cambu
VOL. vIiI, H



o8 BHAVANI TALUK

is much more widely grown than any other crop, and ckolam and ragi
are also raised in fair quantities. The rainfall averages 29 inches
annually at Bhavani town, but is less in the west of the sa/uk. A
hard and valuable iron is smelted in small quantities, and corundum
is worked irregularly at Salangaippalaiyam ; there is also a brisk trade
in cloths and forest produce at Bhavani ; but otherwise there are no
industries worth mentioning. The Bargir cattle, bred. in the hills of
the same name, are of medium size, and, though rather intractable,
are attractive in appearance, fast, and strong.

Bhavani Town.—Hcad-quarters of the Za/uk of the same name
in Coimbatore District, Madras, situated in 11° 27° N. and 77° 40’ E,
9 miles north of Erode, at the confluence of the Bhavini and Cauvery
rivers. Population (1901), 8,637. It was for a short time at the
beginning of last century the head-quarters of the northern portion
of the District, but is now important only as a place of pilgrimage,
its sanctity being due to its position at the junction of the two rivers.
Both of these arc crossed here by fine masonry bridges, as the main
road from Madras to Calicut once passed this way. That over the
Cauvery was originally built in 1847, but was washed away almost
at once, and was rcconstructed in 1851,  The temple of Sangama
Iswara (‘the god of the confluence’) is well sculptured and is much
revered. The old fort is said to have been built by a local chieftain
who held it under the kings of Madura. The town contains a large
number of Brihmans and other persons attached to the temple, and
is notorious for petty intrigues. Good cotton cloth and carpets are
made here ; the latter took a first prize at the Madras Exhibition in
1883. The place is said to have once been famous for its dyes.

Bhavnagar.—Native State and town in Kathiawir, Bombay. See
BHAUNAGAR.

Bhavsari (B/osari, also known as Bhojpur).—Village in the Haveli
taluka of Poona District, Bombay, situated in 18° 37" N.and 73° 53’ E,
at the first stage on the Nisik road, about 8 miles north of Poona city.
Population (1g901), 1,697. The place is remarkable for a number of
large rude stones forming enclosures to the east, south, and west of the
village, and numerous stone slabs bearing roughly carved figures of men
fighting, cattle raids, dead men, and heavenly damsels. As far as they
have been cxamined, none of these stones, whether found in mounds,
lines, or walls, has any writing. The discovery of pieces of bones in
one of the mounds supports the view that the circles and heaps of
stones and the solitary standing stones are funeral monuments. With-
out inscription or the discovery of further relics it is impossible to fix
the age of these monuments, even within wide limits. There seems no
reason to doubt that they are old, certainly older than the Musalmins,
and prébably older than the Silabaras or the Yadavas (850-1310). The



BHERA TAHSIL %9

absence of any signs of a mound, in many cases, and the absence of
relics in several of the mounds, suggest that some of these monuments
are cenotaphs raised to people whose bodies were buried or burnt
in some other place. The carved battle-stones show that, till Musal-
min times, Bhavsari continued a favourite place for fommemorating
the dead ; and the number of shrines to Satvai, Khandoba, Mhasoba,
Chedoba, Vir, and other spirits, scems to show that the village is still
considered to be haunted by the dead. An inscription on a rough
stone attached to a wide burial-mound in Sopdra near Bassein proved
that it was raised about 200 B.c. in honour of a person of the Khond
tribe. Khond is the same as Ghond and apparently as Kol. It sur-
vives as Kod, a surname among Kunbis in Thiana and elsewhere, and
Mariathds. So far as is known, the name does not occur in the Northern
Deccan. The mention of Khonds on the Sopira stone, and the rever-
ence for the dead which is so marked a characteristic of the Bengal
Kols and the Godavari Kolis, suggest that these rude monuments
belong to the Kol or Kolarian under layer or base of the Deccan
population.  Stone monuments like those at Bhavsari have not yet
been made the subject of special search, They arc found scattered
over most of the Deccan.

Bhawalpur.—Native Statc and town in the Punjab. See BaHai-
WALPUR STATE.

Bhawani.— Za/si/ and town in Hissar District, Punjab.  See
BHiwaNI.

Bhawanigarh (or Dhodin).- -North-western Za/si/ of the Karm-
garh nizamat, Patidla State, Punjab, lying between 29° 48’ and 30°
24’ N. and 75° 57’ and 76° 18" K., with an area of 499 square miles.
The population in rgor was 140,309, compared with 140,607 in 1891,
It contains one town, SAMANA (population, 10,209), and 213 villages.
The head-quarters arc at thc village of Bhawanigarh or Dhodan. The
land revenue and cesses amounted in 19034 to 3 lakhs.

Bhayavadar.—Town in the State of Gondal, Kathiawar, Bombay,
situated in 21° 51’ N, and 70° 17° K., about 15 miles north-west of
Dhordji, a station on the Bhavnagar-Gondal-Junagart>Porbandar
Rail\\ay Population (1901), 5,918. At the collapse of the Mughal
empire it fell into the hands of the Desais, who about 1753 sold it
to the Jadeja Haloji of Gondal.

Bheels.—Tribe in Western India. See BHiLs.

Bhelsa.—Zi/a and town in Gwalior State, Central India. See
BHiLsa,

Bhelsarh,—Town in the District of Ballia, United Provmces See
BHarsanp.

Bhera Tahsil.— Zuaksi! of Shahpur District, Pun]ab lying between
31° 55" and 32° 37 N. and 72° 43" and 73° 23’ E, with ar! area of

H2
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1,178 square miles. It is bounded on the north by the Jhelum river,
which divides it from Jhelum District, and on the south-east by the
Chenab. ‘The country between the riverain lowlands on either side
lies at a higher level, but the rich soil of the Jhelum valley is in
marked contrast. to the light sandy loam of the Chenab. The soil of
the intervening Bar tract is a good strong loam. The population in
1901 was 194,469, compared with 195,585 in 1891. The taksi! con-
tains the towns of BHErA (population, 18,680), the head-quarters, and
MiaNt (7,220); and 294 villages. The land revenue and cesses
amounted in 1903—4 to 4-7 lakhs,

Bhera Town.—Head-quarters of the Za4si#/ of the same name in
Shahpur District, Punjab, situated in 32° 28" N. and 72° 56" E., on
the left bank of the Jhelum, at the terminus of the Bhera branch of
the North-Western Railway. Population (19or), 18,680, The original
city, which lay on the right bank, was identified by Sir Alexander
Cunningham with the capital of Sophytes, contemporary of Alexander
the Great ; but recent authorities have shared the doubts he afterwards
entertained as to the correctness of this theory. Bhera was sacked by
Mahmiid of Ghazni, and two centuries later by the armies of Chingiz
Khan, The history of the old town closes in 1519, when it was held
to ransom by Babar. Its importance is shown by the fact that the
ransom was fixed at 2 lakhs, and tradition avers that shortly afterwards
it was destroyed by the hill tribes. The new town was founded in or
about 1540 round the fine mosque and tomb of 2 Muhammadan saint.
The mosque has lately been restored. Bhera was the centre of a makal
under Akbar, and was plundered and laid waste by Ahmad Shah’s
general, Nur-ud-din, in 1757. It was repopulated by the Sikh chief
tains of the Bhangi confederacy, and has greatly improved under British
rule. It is the largest and most prosperous commercial town in this
part of the Province, having a direct export trade to Kabul, the
Derajat, and Sukkur, and importing European goods from Karachi and
Amritsar.  Ornamental knives and daggers are made in the town, and
its jade-work and wood-carving are widely known. It has also a long-
cstablished.felt industry. ‘The municipality was created in 1867. The
income during the ten years ending 19o2-3 averaged Rs. 22,400, and
the expenditure Rs. 22,900. In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 28,500,
chiefly from octroi ; and the expenditure was Rs. 26,100, The town
possesses an Anglo-vernacular high school, managed by the Educational
department, and an unaided Anglo-Sanskrit high school, besides a
Government dispensary. A vernacular newspaper, the Dost-i-Hind, is
published in the town.

Bheraghit.—Site of the MAarBLE Rocks on the Narbada in Jubbul-
pore District, Central Provinces.

Bhikti—Southern fasi/ of the Anihadgarh nizamat, Patiila State,
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Punjab, lying between 29° 45" and 30° 14’ N. and 75° 15" and
75° 50" K., with an area of 622 square miles. The population in rgor
was 128,965, compared with 119,354 in 1891. T'he fa/si/ contains 172
villages, of which Bhikhi is the head-quarters. 'The land revenue and
cesses amounted in 19o3—4 to 27 lakhs.

Bhil Tribes, The.—The name Bhilla seems to occur for the first
time about A.D. 600. It is supposed to be derived from the Dravidian
word for a bow, which is the characteristic weapon of the tribe known
as Bhil. The Bhils seem to be the ¢Pygmies’ of Ctesias (400 ©.C.),
and the Powlindai and Phyllitae of Ptolemy (A.D. 150); but the name by
which they are at present known cannot be traced far back in Sanskrit
literature.  The Pulinda tribe is mentioned in the Aitareya Brihmana
and in the edicts of Asoka, but its identification with the Bhils rests on
much later authorities. The Bhils are often mentioned as foes or allies
in the history of Anhilvada, and they preceded the Musalmins, both at
Ahmadabad and Champaner. To this day it is necessary to the recog-
nition of certain Rijput chiefs that they should be marked on the brow
with a Bhil’s blood. In unsettled times the Bhils were bold and crafty
robbers, and the Marithds trcated them with great harshness. The
first step to their reclamation was the formation of the Bhil Agencies in
the Khandesh District of the Bombay Presidency in 1825.

‘The home of the Bhils is the hilly country between Abu and Asir-
garh, from which they have spread westward and southward into the
plains of Gujarat and the Northern Deccan, and lately, under pressure
of famine, even to Sind. The Bhils have been settled in this part of
India from time immemorial. They are found in considerable numbers
only in the Bombay Presidency, Rijputina, and Central India. At
the Census of 1gor the Bhils numbered 1,198,843, distributed as
follows :—

Bombay . I . . 569,842
Rajputdna e+« .. 339,786
Central India . . . . . . 206,934
Elsewhere e 82,281

Some of the Bhil clans have advanced a claim to be copsidered as
Rajputs, but it is only within the last eighty years that the settlement
and opening up of the country has tended strongly to merge them in
the general Hindu population. It is not easy to describe a tribe that
includes every stage of civilization, from the wild hinter of the hills to
the orderly and hard-working peasant of the lowlands. A further
difficulty arises from the fact that the name Bhil is often given to half-
wild tribes, such as Chodhras, Dhankas, Dhodias, Kathodis, Konknas,
and Varlis, who do not seem to be true Bhils. The typical Bhil is
small, dark, broad-nosed, and ugly, but well built and active. The
men wear a cloth round their long hair, another round their whist, and
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a third as a wrap, and carry a bow and arrows or an axe.  The women
dress like low-class Hindus, but plait their hair in three tails, and wear
]arge numbers of brass or tin rings on their arms and legs. They live
in huts of wattle-and-daub surrounded by a bamboo fence, each stand-
ing by itsclf on hxgh ground. Fach settlement has a hereditary head-
man (gamir), who is under the chief (nazk) of the district, to whom all
owe military service. When necessity arises, they are g'lthcred“ by a
peculiar shrill cry known as Zu/ki. Scattered over all these local
divisions are more than 4o 4i/s or exogamous clans, each of which has
a totem tree or animal. ‘The truc Bhils do not appear to have any
endogamous sub-tribes, though such seem to have arisen in Khandesh
owing to differences of dialect, the adoption of ‘Hindu customs in the
matter of food, or conversion to Islim. Whether the Bhils ever
possessed any language of their own is unknown. At present they all
speak a mixed dialect of Gujarati and Rajasthani, with some borrowing
from Marithi, and a slight admixture of Munda words.

The Bhils are hunters and woodmen ; but most now grow a little rice
or maize to eke out their diet of game, roots, and fruits, and keep goats
and fowls for feasts and sacrifices. In times of difficulty, they will eat
beef, but not the horse, rat, snake, or monkey. They are truthful and
honest, but thriftless, excitable, and given to drink. They pay no
respect to Brihmans or to the Hindu gods, except Devi, nor do they build
temples. They reverence and swear by the moon (Barbij), but chiefly
worship Vaghdeo the ‘tiger-god’ and ghosts, for which every settle-
ment hasits devasthan or god-yard with wooden benches for the ghosts
to perch on. Here they offer goats and cocks with much feasting and
drinking, and dedicate earthen horses and tigers in fulfilment of a vow.
They have mediums called Jadva, of their own tribe, whose business it
is to find the spirit or the witch that has caused any calamity. Witches
are detected by swinging the suspected woman from a tree or by throw-
ing her into a stream. Each group of villages has a 440/ or bard, who
supplies music at weddings and funerals, and keeps the genealogies of
the leading Bhils. Each village also has a »dwa/, whose chief duty is to
officiate at, a funeral feast (aita). They celebrate the Holi at the
spring equinox with feasting and drinking, at which every man of the
village must be present. At this festival fire-walking is practised in
fulfilment of vows, and a sort of mock fight takes place between men
and women. The Dasahra or autumn equinox and the Divali are kept
with dance, song, and feasting. In the month of Shravan a stone
representing the small-pox goddess is worshipped, and the first of the
young grass is cut, with feasting in the god-yard. The harvest (October—
November) is marked by a feast in honour of Babadeo, the *father-
god,’ who has a special seat at Deogarh Bariya in the Rewd Kantha
Agencytwhere the Jadvas resort for a month in every twelfth year.
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Qccasional sacrifices known as in or jafar are offered to stay an
epidemic.  Another method is to pass on a scapegoat and a toy cart,
into which the disease has been charmed, from village to village. The
women steal and kill a buffalo from the next village as a charm for rain.
The chief domestic rites take place at marriage and dgath. Marriage
is commonly between adults, and may be arranged cither by themselves
or by the parents. There is a sort of Gretna Green at Posina in Mahi
Kantha. Betrothal is sealed with draughts of liquor. A bride price is
usual, but may be paid off by personal service for a term of years,
during which husband and wife are allowed to live together. Sexual
licence before marriage is connived at, and the marriage tie is loose ;
not only is divorce or second marriage easy for the husband, but a wife
may live with any other man who is willing to keep her and to repay
to her husband his marriage expenses. Widow marriage is common,
especially with the husband’s younger brother. The dead are disposed
of either by burning or by burial, The former method is the com-
moner, but the latter scems the more primitive, and is always employed
in the case of young children or those who have died of small-pox.
Cooked food is placed on the bier and left half-way to the burning or
burial-ground. In case of burial the head is laid to the south and food
put in the mouth, The grave of a chief is opened after two months
and the face of the dead man painted with red lead, after which the
grave is again closed. A stone carved with a human figure on horse-
back is set up in the god-yard to the memory of any leading Bhil,
A death-dinner (£aéta) takes place as soon after the death as the family
can afford it, the guests sometimes numbering two or three thousand.
Throughout the feast the »dval sings songs, and offerings are made to
a small brazen horse which is held on a salver by the chief mourner,
and is the vehicle for the ghost of the dead man. The Bhils believe
firmly in omens, witchcraft, and the evil eye, to which last they trace
most cases of sickness.

In Central India there are more than 100 exogamous divisions of
the Bhils. They may in thecory marry freely outside the exogamous
section, but in practice the Manpur and Satpurd Bhils rarely inter-
marry. Tattooing is common, but the sept totem may not be repre-
sented. The hereditary headman is known as Zervi. When perform-
ing the death ceremony, he wears a janmes, made of coarse thread.
This is the only occasion on which the sacred thiread is worn, The
Bhils here seldom eat beef.

In Rijputina the Bhils differ little from the main body of the tribe
found within the limits of the Bombay Presidency. They are most
numerous in the south and south-west, but are found everywhere except
in the eastern States. In 1go1 twothirds of them were in the
two States of Mewar and Banswira. The practice of matking the
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brow of a new Rajput chief, alluded to above, was formerly followed
in Mewdr, Dungarpur, and Banswira, but fell into desuetude in the
fifteenth century. The reclamation of the Rajputina Bhils was con.
temporancous with the formation of the Khandesh Bhil Agencies, and
was followed sixtcen years later by the establishment of the Mewar Bhil
Corps, which was one of the few native regiments in Rajputana that
stood by their British officers during the Mutiny. Service ih the
Mewar Bhil Corps is now so popular that the supply of recruits largely
exceeds the demand. The Mewar Bhils consider themselves superior
to the Central Indian Bhils, and will neither eat nor intermarry with
them. With the Gujarat Bhils, on the other hand, intermarriage is
permitted. :

The Bhililas, or mixed Bhil and Rajput tribes, numbered 144,423 in
1go1, being found for the most part within the limits of Central India,
in the States of the Bhopawar Agency. The higher classes of Bhililas
differ in no essential points from Hindus of the lower orders, on
whom, however, they profess to look down. They have neither the
simplicity nor the truthfulness of the pure Bhil. They are the local
aristocracy of the Vindhyas, and the so-called Bhimid landowners in
Bhopawar are all of this class, the Riji of Onkar Mandhita in the
Central Provinces being regarded as their leading representative. In
Central India the Bhilalas consist of two main groups, the Badi and
Chhoti, which do not intermarry, but are divided into numerous exo-
gamous septs. They cat flesh, except beef, but their usual food is
millet bread and jungle produce, with rabdri or maize boiled in
buttermilk.  Like the Bhils, they are firm believers in omens and
witchcraft. Their most sacred oath is by Rewd mata, the tutelary
goddess of the Narbada river.

Bhilavdi (Bkilaudi)—Village in the Tasgaon f#/uka of Sitira
District, Bombay, situated in 16° 50’ N. and 74° 28’ E., on the left
bank of the Kistna, facing the village of Akalkhop, ¢ miles west of
Tasgaon.  Population (19o1), 7,651. There is a large export trade
in ghi, and the inhabitants are in comfortable circumstances. Near
by is a temple of Bhavancshwari, which is reputed to work miraculous

~cures.  The village contains a good primary school.

Bhilodia Chhatrasinghji.—Petty State in RewA KANTHA, Bombay.

Bhilodia Motisinghji.—Petty State in REwa KANTHA, Bombay.

Bhilolpur.—Town in the Samrla /s of Ludhina District, Punjab.
See BAHLOLPUR.

Bhilsa Zila.—A district of Gwalior State, Central India, lying
between 23° 21’ and 24° ¢’ N. and 77° 25" and 78° 21’ E., with an area
of 1,625 square miles. This tract was of some importance in early
d'flys, ‘and it contains considerable remains of archaeological and
historical. interest, especially at BHiLsa, GYARASPUR, UDAYAPUR,
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Upavactri, and Baro. In the time of Akbar it was one of the makdls
of the sarkar of Raisen in the Swbak of Malwi. The population in
1got was 120,189, giving a density of 74 persons per square mile. The
district contains one town, BHILsA (population, 7,481), the head-quarters ;
and 708 villages. Itis divided into two parganas, with head-quarters at
Bhilsa and Basoda. The land revenue is Rs. 3,32,000.  The district,
which® lies on the Malwa plateau, is well drained by the Betwid and its
numerous tributaries. It is for the most part covered with fertile black
soil, producing excellent wheat and tobacco ; but on the castern border
an arm of the Vindhyas runs from north to south, in which the sand-
stones are well exposed. The forest along this range is ‘reserved.” The
mediatized holding of Agra-Barkhera (see GwaLIOR RESIDENCY) is in
this district.

Bhilsa Town (XBkelsa).—Head-quarters of the district of the same
name in Gwalior State, Central India, situated in 23° 31” N. and 77°
49’ E,, on the Midland section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway,
535 miles from Bombay. Population (rgo1), 7,481. The town stands
on the east bank of the Betwa river, 1,546 feet above the level of the
sca. The existing buildings are entirely Muhammadan in character,
though numerous remains of an carlier period have been used in con-
structing the city wall, mosques, houses, and wells. The houses are
usually built of the local sandstone, and are substantial in appearance ;
but many are empty, and the whole town has an air of departed grandeur.
‘The wall is pierced by three gates: the Raisen Gate on the south, the
Besh Gate on the west, and the Gandhi Gate on the north-east. 'The
only buildings of importance are the Vijaya Mandir and a modemn
temple erected in 1833 by a former Siwdak. The Vijaya Mandir, though
still known by this name, is in fact a mosque, which was erected on the
site of the former temple by Aurangzeb in 1682. There is still, how-
cver, enough left of the fine platform and general plan of the temple to
show that it must originally have been a building of considerable merit.
On the Lohingi rock which overlooks the town stand several buildings,
a tomb to Lohangi Pir, and a small mosque with two inscriptions,
crected respectively by Mahmad Khiljil I of Malwa, dgted 1460,
and by Akbar, dated 1583.

"The remains in the neighbourhood are more than ordinarily interesting.
The earliest consist of a series of sixty Buddhist st#gas or monumental
tumuli, many of which contained relic caskets. These buildings date
from the third century B.c. to the first century A.D., the most important
being that at SANcHI, while others have been found at the adjacent
villages of Andheri, Bhojpur, Satdhara, and Sonari in Bhopil State, all
lying within a radius of 12 miles of Bhilsa. Fergusson remarks that—

‘ We are not justified in assuming from the greater extent of this group,
A now existing, that it possessed the same pre-eminence in Buddhist
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days. It may only be that, situated in a remote and thinly peopled
part of India, they have not been cxposed to the destructive energy
of opposing sects of the Hindu religion.’ :

It is possible, however, that the central position of Bhilsa added to its
importance. It lies where the old route from Srivasti to Paithana
crossed that from Magadha to Sovira; and, as other examples show,
such places were always favourite sites for the erection of stiipas. ‘

North-west of Bhilsa, in the fork formed by the Betwd and Besh
rivers, is the site of the old city of Beshnagar, identified with the
Vessanagara or Chaityagiri of the Pili records. The city appears to
have existed in the time of Asoka, if not earlier.  Coins of the Ujjain
type, of the Western Satraps, the Nagas of Narwar, and the Guptas have
been found here. ‘T'radition connects the place with Rija Rukmangada,
who, neglecting his own wife for the Apsara Visva, named the city
Visvanagar after her. A festival called the Rukmangada Ekadasi is
held here yearly in Kartik (October). Fragments of Buddhist railings
and other remains are still lying on the site, though many carved
stones appear to have becen taken to Bhilsa for building purposes.
One railing is inscribed in characters of the Asoka period.

By Hindus the town is always called Bhelsa. A fragmentary inscrip-
tion inserted in the city wall records the erection on the Vetravati
(Betwa) river of a temple to the Sun as Bhaillesha, from which title both
forms of the name are derived. In Brahmanical religious observances
the place is called Bhadravati, and is identified with the residence of
Yuvanashva, who supplied the famous horse sacrificed by Yudhishthira.
The Jain scriptures use the form Bhadalpur, and regard it as the birth-
place of Sital Nath, the tenth Tirthankar, whose birthday is still com-
memorated here by a yearly feast.

In historical times Bhilsa, or more probably the older city of Beshnagar
or Vessanagara, was a place of importance as early as the days of Asoka
(third century B.c.), when the numerous Buddhist monuments in the
neighbourhood were erected. If the identification with Vidisha be
correct, it subsequently became the capital of Eastern Malwa, and was
the head-gnarters of the Sunga prince Agnimitra.  Bhilsa first appears
in Muhammadan writings as Mahabalistin in Alberint’s description
of India, where it is said to be in Malwi, 1o parasangs distant from
Ujjain. In 1235 Bhilsa was attacked and sacked by Altamsh, and in
1290 Ald-ud-din captured the town. In 1532 it was plundered by
Bahadur Shih of Gujarat. Under Akbar it formed the head-quarters
of one of the makals of the sarkar of Raisen in the Swbak of Malwa.
The religious intolerance of Aurangzeb led to the destruction of the
fine Vijaya Mandir and many other temples in 1682. At the same time
the town was renamed Alamgirpur, but the new name never came into
general fuse.  In the eighteenth century it was granted by Sawai Jai
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Singh of Jaipur, then governor of Malwi, to the Nawab of Bhopil, but
passed soon after into the possessnon of the Peshwia. It came into
Sindhia’s hands in 17735, and has since formed part of Gwalior State,
A combined British post and telegraph officc, a State post office, a
school, a sarai, and a dispensary are situated in the towp.

[A. Cunningham, Archacological Survey Reports, vol. x, p. 34 ; Journal
of tht Bombay Asiatic Sociely, vol. xxxi, p. 111; and J. Fergusson,
Indian and Eastern /Irclu‘tc'ﬂurc.]

Bhilwara.— Head-quarters of a ziz or district of the same name in
the State of Udaipur, Rajputina, situated in 25° 21" N. and 74° 39" E,,
about 8o miles north-east of Udaipur city. Half a mile to the west
is the station of Bhilwara on the Rajputina-Malwa Railway. ‘The town
is the second largest in the State, having a population (rgo1) of 10,346,
of whom nearly 75 per cent. are Hindus and 16 per cent. Musalmans.
1t is noted for the excellence and durability of its tinned utensils, which
are largely exported. There was formerly a mint here, the coins being
called Bhilari ; they are still current in parts of Mewar and, till quite
recently, circulated largely in the Sirohi State. A ginning factory and
cotton-press, belonging to the Darbir, gives employment to about 6oo
hands daily during the working season. On an average 12,000 to
13,000 hales (of 400 lb. each) of cotton and wool are pressed yearly,
but in 19o4 the number was only 3,297. An Anglo-vernacular middle
school maintained by the Darbr is attended by g2 boys, while a primary
girls’ school, kept up by the United Free Church Mission, has about
20 pupils. There are also a combined post and telegraph office and
a hospital. In several places in the district garnets and carbuncles
are found.

Bhima (Sanskrit, ‘The Terrible,” one of the names of Parvati).—
A river of Southern India. It rises at the well-known shrine of Bhima-
shankar (19° 4” N. and 73° 32’ E.) in the Western Ghits, and flows
south-eastwards, with many windings, through or along the boundary
of the Bombay Districts of Poona, Sholapur, and Bijapur, for about
340 miles, till it enters the Nizim’s Dominions, where after a farther
course of 176 miles it eventually falls into the KisTna, about 16 miles
north of Raichir. The first 40 miiles of its course lie in a narrow and
rugged valley, but farther east the banks are low and alluvial, though
broken here and there by dikes of rock. In the dry season the stredm
is narrow and sluggish. At Rinjangaon the Bhima receives on the
right the combined waters of the Muli and Muthi from Poona, and
about 15 miles farther, on the left bank, the Ghod river from the
northern side of the Bhimashankar hills. Not far from Tembhurni it is
joined on the right bank by the Nira from the Bhor State, and, after
bassing the holy city of Pandharpur, receives on the right bank the Man
from the Mahadeo hills, and on the left the Sina, which ries near
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Ahmadnagar. There are important irrigation works on the Muth,
Nira, and Sina. Near Wadi junction (Hyderibad State) the Bhima
is joined on the left by the Kagna river.

Bhimashankar.—Fort in the village of Bhovargiri in the Khed
taluka of Poona District, Bombay, situated in 19° 4" N. and 73° 32’E,
at the source of the Bhima river, about 3o miles north-west of Khed,
possessing a famous temple of Mahideo, said to be one of the twelve
great Jingams of India. Bhimashankar is at the crest of the Western
Ghits, 3,448 fect above sea-level. Iere, in a dip in the hill-top, sur.
rounded by three or four wooded heights, is the holy source from
which the Bhima flows in a tiny stream into a cistern. Close to the
cistern are two temples of Mahideo, one old and out of repair and
the other modern, commenced by the famous Poona minister Nina
Farnavis (1764-1800) and finished by his widow. The old temple is
a plain, solid structure built of dark stone, with a vaulted roof much like
the Norman crypts often found under English cathedrals and abbeys.
In the hall or mandapa is a rough stone bull, while in the shrinc a
metal figure with five heads represents the god Bhimiashankar. Hung
on an iron bar supported between two strong stone pillars, to the east
of the old temple, is a large bell weighing three to four hundredweight.
Embossed on the face of the bell is a minute human figure, perhaps
the Virgin Mary, with a Maltese cross above and the figures 1729 below,
showing the year in which the bell was cast. The bell is worshipped
by the people, and the cross, the human figure, and the date are painted
with red pigment. According to tradition, the bell was brought from
Visind near Kalyan in Thana, probably from some Portuguese church
or convent, about 1739, when Bassein was taken by the Marathas. The
old temple was originally much larger than it now is, as its size was
greatly reduced to make room for the new temple of Nina Farnavis.
‘The latter is also built of dark stone, and the spire rises in the form of
a cone surmounted by a pinnacle. All round the outer wall of the
lower part of the temple runs a row of small figures and gods in niches.
The east front of the temple has much ornamental work. The rain
dripping from the cement over the door has formed fringes of stalactites
which harmonize with the fretwork, effectively combining nature and
art in the decoration of the temple front. A yearly fair, attended
by about 25,000 pilgrims from all parts of the Deccan and the Konkan,
is held on Mahasivratri in February-March and lasts for two or
three days.

Two legends explain the origin of the holiness of Bhimishankar.
According to one, while Mahadeo was resting after a successful but
fatiguing contest with a demon named Tripurasur, Bhimak, a mythic
king of Oudh of the Solar line, came to do penance before the god and
ask forgiveness for wounding, during a hunt, two sages in the form of
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adeer. Siva pardoned Bhimak and offered to grant him any boon he
desired. Bhimak asked that the sweat which was still fresh on Siva’s
brow might be changed into a river for the good of mankind. Accord-
ing to the other legend, the place first came into repute about the middle
of the fourteenth century after Christ. When cutting, timber in the
Bhimashankar valley one Bhati Rao found blood gushing out of one of
the trécs.  Bhati Rao brought his cow to the tree and dropped her milk
on the stump and the wound healed in one night. A /Zngam of Maha-
deo came out of the tree and Bhati Rao built a shrine on the spot.

Bhimavaram Taluk.—Inland #d/«% of Kistna District, Madras,
lying between 16° 25" and 16° 47 N. and 81° 19/ and 81° 43’ E., in the
delta of the Godavari. Area, 325 squarc miles; population (19o1),
144,615, compared with 121,094 in 1891. It contains 134 villages, of
which Bhimavaram is the head-quarters. 'The demand on account of
land revenue and cesses in 19o3-4 amounted to Rs. 7,69,000. At
Undi, in the centre of the fa/wk, coarse woollen blankets are woven.
Rice is almost the only crop.

Bhimbar.—Torrent in Gujrit District, Punjab. Rising in the
Outer Himalayan range, it drains a considerable valley within the
mountain region, passes round the Pabbi hills, runs due south for
25 miles, and fertilizes a low fringe of land upon its banks. Four miles
north-west of Gujrat town it loses itself in the surface of the country,
moistening and enriching the surrounding plain ; it collects again near
the village of Haridlwila, and runs north-west until it reaches the Jallia
nullah, a branch of the Chenab. The Bhimbar is an unmanageable
stream during the rains, but completely dry in the winter months,
leaving its bed a broad waste of sand. It is fordable at all points,
cxcept for some hours after heavy rains in the hills.

Bhimkund,—A large earthen basin formed by a waterfall of the
Khan river about 70 feet high in the Za/nka of Dohad, Panch Mabhals
District, Bombay, situated in 22° 45’ N. and 74° 19" E,, 5 miles
south of Dohad. Here, four days before the Holi festival (March),
come thousands of Bhils, some of them from considerable distances.
Those who have during the year lost friends, relations, or parents, bring
their ashes with them and throw them into the pool. Then they wash,
and, going to Brahmans, who are always present in great numbers, have
a red spot marked on the brow, and in return give some small preseht
in money or grain. Then drinking begins, and, if money lasts so long,
15 kept up for about a fortnight.

Bhimora.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhimsena.—River in Sylhet District, Assam, See SURMA.

Bhimthadi.— 7%/wka of Poona District, Bombay, including the petty
subdivision (getha) of Dhond, lying between 18° 2’ and 18° 40’ N. and
74° 9" and 74° 51/ E., with an area of 1,036 square miles. It dontains
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one town, BARAMATI (population, 9,407), the head- -quarters ; and 128
villages, including PANDARE (5,2 54) The population in 1g9or was
123,568, compared with 140,281 in 1891. The density, 119 persons
per square mile, is much below the District average. The demand for
land revenue in 1903-4 Was 25 lakhs and for cesses Rs. 17,500. The
only hill of note is that occupied by the ancient temple of Bhulesh“ar
‘The flat hilltops have usually a surface of shallow black soil Strewn
with stones. Many villages near the Bhima and Nira rivers possess
decp rich black soil. The Mutha canals water a considerable area of
the. f@/uka. The climate is dry and airy. The annual rainfall varies
from 19 inches at Dhond to 23 in Baramati.

Bhind Zila.—North-eastern district of the Gwalior State, Central
India, lying between 23° 337 and 26° 48’ N. and 78° 33"and 79° 8’ E,,
with an area of 1,554 square miles. It is bounded on the north and
north-east by the Chambal river, which separates it from the British
Districts of Agra and Etawah ; on the east by the Pahuj river, which
separates it from Jalaun and Jhansi Districts; on the south by the
Datia State and Jhansi District ; and on the west by the Gwalior Gird
district. 'The population in 1901 was 394,461, giving a density of
254 persons per square mile. The district contains two towns, BHIND
(population, 8,032), the head-quarters, and BHANDER (5,133) ; and 819
villages. It is divided into fout parganas, with head- -quarters at Bhind,
Mahgawin, Lahdr, and Bhander. The land revenue is Rs. 11,65,000.
The soil is fertile, and the district is well drained by the Chambal and
Sind rivers and the tributary strcams of the Kunwari and Pahdj.

Bhind Town.—Head-quarters of the district of the same name in
Gwalior State, Central India, situated in 26° 33’ N. and 78° 48’ E,,
at the terminus of the Gwalior-Bhind branch of the State Railway.
Population (1931), 8,032. Bhind is locally known as Bhind-Bhadawar,
baving been originally the chief seat of the Bhadauria Rajputs, a branch
of the Chauhan clan, who claim to have held it for twenty-two genera-
tions. In the eighteenth century it fell to Sindhia. The town contains
several buildings of interest and a lake, the Gauri 'T'al, surrounded by
fine ghats, on the bank of which stands the temple of Vyankateshwar
Mahideo. A dispensary, a jail, a school, an inspection bungalow, a
State post office, and the usual offices are also situated here. There
arc two ginning factories and a cotton-press in the town. The export
of cotton and the manufacture of brass-ware form the staple industries.
Local affairs are managed by a municipality constituted in 190z, the
income being about Rs. 8co.

Bhindar.—Chief town of an estate of the same name in the State
of Udaipur, R3jputina, situated in 24° 30’ N. and 74° 11’ E., about
32 miles east-bysouth-east of Udaipur city. The town, which is
walled and surrounded by a ditch, contains (1go1) 5,172 inhabitants,
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of whom over 67 per cent. are Hindus and about 19 per cent. Jains,
The estate includes the town and 1o1 villages, and is held by one of
the first-class nobles of Mewir, who is styled Maharij, and is the head
of the Shaktawat family of the Sesodia clan of Rajputs. ‘The income
of Bhindar is Rs. 48,000, and a tribute of about Rs, 3,200 is paid
to the Darbar.

Bhihgda.—Town in the District and #aks#/ of Bahraich, United
Provinces, situated in 27° 42 N. and 81° 56’ K., ncar the Rapti. Popu-
lation (1901), 5,972. It is said to have been founded in the sixteenth
century, but was an unimportant village until acquired by Bhawini
Singh Bisen, a brother of the Raja of Gonda, about 1720. An old
fort is the ancestral home of the falukdar, who owns a large estate
in the neighbourhood ; but the present falwkdir, the Rija of Bhingd,
lives in retirement at Benares. The town contains a dispensary and
a branch of the American Methodist Mission. It was administered as
a municipality from 1883 to 1904, when its constitution was changed
to that of a ‘notified area’ During the ten years ending rgor the
income and expenditurc averaged Rs. 3,000. In 1903-4 the income
was Rs. 6,500, including a grant of Rs. 2,500 from Provincial revenues ;
and the expenditure was Rs. 5,000. The principal trade is in grain,
which is sent by road to Babraich, An increasing amount of timber
is exported, chiefly down the Rapti, Therc are two schools with
200 pupils.

Bhingar.—Town in the District and Zi/uka of Ahmadnagar, Bombay,
situated in 19° 6’ N. and 74° 45" E., adjoining the cantonment of
Ahmadnagar.  Population (rgor), 5,722, including a hamlet of 697.
Bhingar has a considerable weaving industry, a large proportion of the
inhabitants being skilled weavers. 'The municipality, ounded in 1857,
had an average revenue during the decade ending tgor of Rs. 5,500.
In 1903-4 the income was Rs. 8,500, including a loan of Rs. 2,500
from Government.

Bhinmal.—Town in the Jaswantpura district of the State of
Jodhpur, Rijputina, situated in 25° N. and 76° 16° E., about
105 miles south-west of Jodhpur city. Population (19q1), 4,545.
The town contains a post office and a vernacular school, and the
principal manufactures are utensils of bell-metal. The place was the
old capital of the Gijars between the sixth and ninth centuries, but
very few traces now remain. A dozen old tanks and wells, the stone
image of a king seated on a sinkdsan (lion-supported throne), and a
number of temples, are of some antiquarian interest. Sanskrit inscrip-
tions have been found, referring mostly to the time of the Paramira
and Chauhan rulers. About 14 miles to the south-east is the Sinda
hill, presided over by the goddess Chamunda in a rock-cut cave-like
temple, having a large domed and marble-paved hall, built in 1%62, and
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containing several inscriptions, the oldest of which (of the same date
as the temple) is important as enumerating nineteen generations and
the principal events of the Sonigara (Chauhan) rule.

Bhir District (Bi7).—District in the Aurangabad Division, Hyder-
abad State, lyjng between 18° 28” and 19° 27" N. and 74° 54" and
76° 577 E., with a total arca of 4,460 square miles. It is bounded
on the west and north by the Bombay District of Ahmadnagar
and Aurangibid; on the north-east by Parbhani; on the east by
Nander and Bidar ; and on the south by Osmanabad. The area of the
khilsa and sarfi-khas (‘crown’) lands is 3,926 square miles, the rest
being jagir. The District is divided into two portions: the Balaghat
or highlands forming the south and east, and the Payanghat or
lowlands. ‘The #@/uks of Kaij, Amba, Bhir, and Patoda lie partly on
the Balaghat, while the remaining #i/uks are all situated on the low-
lands. A low spur of the Western Ghits traverses the district from
Ahmadnagar to Amba.

"The Jargest river is the Godavari, which forms the northern boundary,
separating Bhir from Aurangabad. Other streams
which cross the District are the Manjra, the Sind-
phana and its tributary the Bendsara, and the
Vijarta. The first two rise in the Patoda fa/uk, and are tributaries of
the Godavari.

The District is situated within the Deccan trap area. In the valleys
of the Godivari and some of its tributaries the trap is overlaid by
gravels and clay beds of upper pliocene or pleistocene age, containing
fossil bones of extinet mammalia.

Owing to the small extent of jungles large game is rare, though tigers
are occasionally met with in some of the wooded hills.  Antelope,
hyenas, wild hog, wolves, bears, and leopards are common.

The climate is generally healthy and temperate. Patoda, on the
Balaghat, is the highest part and is cool even in the hot season.
The climate of Bhir, Mazalgaon, and Gevrai, on the lowlands, is warm
and humid.

*The anpual rainfall averages 3o inches. The amount received in
1899 (15 inches) and 1900 (20 inches) was exceedingly deficient and
resulted in the great famine of 1goo.

‘According to tradition, Bhir was called Durgavati during the time of
the Pandavas and "Kuras, and its name was subsequently changed
to Balni; but Champavati, Vikramaditya’s sister,
after capturing it, called it Champavatinagar. Nothing
definite is known of its history, but it must have been included succes-
sively in the kingdoms of the Andhras, the Chilukyas, the Rashtra-
kitas, and the Yadavas of Deogiri, from whom it passed to the
Muhamfaadan kings of Delhi. About 1326 Muhammad bin Tughlak

Physical
aspects.

History.
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changed the name of Champavatinagar to Bhir. After the death of
Muhammad bin Tughlak, the town fell successively to the Bahmani,
sthe Nizim Shahi, and the Adil Shahi kingdoms. The Mughals
eventually captured Bhir in 1635, and annexed the country to Delhi,
but it was again separated on the foundation of the Hyderabad State
early in the eighteenth century.

The chief places of archaeological interest are the forts and buildings
at Bhir. At Dharar there is a fort built by the Ahmadnagar kings,
and a mosque built in the Hindu style of architecture by one of
Muhammad bin Tughlak’s generals. Amba contains a temple
dedicated to Jogai. The temple of Baijnith at Parli is a celebrated
place of Hindu pilgrimage.

The number of towns and villages, including jagirs, is 1,004. The
population at each Census was: (1881) 558,345, (1891) 642,722, and
(1901) 492,258, the decrease during the last decade
being due to the famine of 1goo. The towns are
Buir, AMBA, ParLy, and MazaLcaoN. More than go per cent. of
the population are Hindus, and 87 per cent. speak Marithi. The
following table shows the chief statistics of population in 19or :—

Population.
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Pitoda 341 71| 29,116 | 85 | — 287 | |
| Jagirs, &e. 534 (... | 143 73,357 | 137 | — 249 {
Total | 4,460 | 4 {1,000| 492,258 | 110 | — 234 il4,85z

In 1905 the Kaij #i/u% was amalgamated with Amba, the latter name

being retained,

The most numerous caste is the Marithd Kunbi, numberihg

196,000, or more than 39 per cent. of the total population.  Other
important agricultural castes are the Banjaris (36,400) and Kolis
(2,600). Next in point of numbers are the Mahars or village menials
(47,300), the Dhangars or shepherds (26,000), the Mings and Chamars
or leather-workers (25,400), the Brahmans (21,600), and the Malis or
gardeners (12,700). Of the trading castes, Vanis number 6,960 and
Marwaris 6,100. The population supported by agriculture is 365,200,
VoL, vi, 1



114 BHIR DISTRICT

or 54 per cent. of the total.  Christians numbered 91 in 1901, of whom
75 were natives, :

“The entire District is situated in the trap region, and its soils are
mostly the fertile regar or black cotton soil, especially in the Z&/uks of
Bhir, Gevrai, Mazalgaon, and Kaij; while in the
remaining taluks masab and kharad soils are inter-
spersed with regar. The 7abi or cold-season crops, such as cotton,
white jowdr, gram, gingelly, and wheat, are grown on regaz, while the
kharif or rainy scason crops, such as dajra and cotton, are sown on
the masab, and yellow jorwdr, bijra, pulses, and oilsecds on the Akarab
or chalka lands. Cotton and linsced are produced very largely in the
District.

The tenure of lands is mainly zyefwari. In 1901 the Ahilsa area
and ‘crown’ lands occupied 3,926 square miles, of which 2,430
were cultivated, 614 werc cultivable waste and fallows, and 882
were not available for cultivation. By 1903 the cultivated area had
risen to 3,044 squarc miles. ‘The staple food-crops are jowar and
dajra, grown on 23 and 14 per cent. of the net area cropped. Wheat
and rice arc next in importance, the area under these being 53 and
98 square miles.  Cotton, which is grown in all the /@luks, occupied
as much as 318 square miles, and oilseeds 118 square miles.

Since the last scttlement, in 1883, all the available land has been
taken up, and no extension of the holdings is possible, while the last
famine caused a great decrease in the cultivated area, owing to the
mortality among the agricultural classes. The ryo?s have shown no
inclination to introduce new varieties of sced or improved agricultural
implenents.

No particular breed of cattle is characteristic of the District ; but the
bullocks are strong animals, suitable for ploughing the heavy regar.
Sheep and goats are of the ordinary kind. Ponies of very fair breed
are obtainable for from Rs. 50 to Rs. 75; horses and ponies from Arab
sires are of a better class, and fetch from Rs. 100 to Rs. 400 per head.
At all the #a/uk head-quarters stallions are maintained for the purpose
of improving the local breed of horses, and the ryots have not been
slow to avail themselves of the advantages thus held out.

The irrigated area covers only 86 square miles, supplied by 8,537
wells in good repair.  Rivers are utilized to a very small extent, as
their beds are too lbw to allow of water being largely used for irrigation.
Three miles west of Bhir is a large well, called the Kkazdna baok, a
wonderful work of engineering, which was constructed about 158z by
the jagirdar of Bhir. It irrigates 529 acres by means of channels.

No minerals of any economic value are found in the District.

Granite, basalt, and nodular limestone occur everywhere and are used
for building.

Agriculture, ’
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Hand industries are of little importance. Chkdgals, or leathern
water-bottles, and sword-sticks of superior quality are made. Coarse
cloth and sar¥s, of both cotton and silk, are manufac-
tured; but, owing to the .cheapnt.:s.:s of imported coanrl‘::aeizgons.
articles, the manufacture is declining. Ordinary
black blankets are made by the Dhangars and sold for Rs. 2 or Rs. 3
each.® There are two ginning mills, one at Parli in the Amba sd/uk
and the other at Varoni in Mazalgaon. In 1901 the former employed
5o hands, but work in the latter was stopped owing to the famine
of 1900.

‘The principal exports are jowdr, wheat, other cereals and pulses,
cotton, linsced, sheep, bones, and jaggery. The chief imports are salt,
opium, sugar, silver and gold, copper, brass, iron, kerosene oil, silk,
cotton, and woollen cloth.

The most important centres of trade are BHIR, MAzALGAON, PARLI,
and Grvral, where a large business is done in cotton and food-grains,
Articles imported from Jilna and Barsi are distributed from these
centres to distant parts of the District, where they are sold at weekly
markets.

There are no railways in the District. The total length of roads is
280 miles. The principal roads are : Bhir to Barsi, 24 miles; Amba to
Parli, 15 miles ; and the Ahmadnagar-Jamkhed road, 27 miles. Only the
last is metalled. Besides these, there are fair-weather roads from Bhir
to Satara (28), to Ashti (26), to Mazalgaon (50), to Gevrai (27), and the
Amba road (47 miles), all of which were made during the famine of 19oo0.

In 1899 the rainfall was less than half the average (15 inches), and
the District was one of the most scriously affected in the famine area.
Both the 4%arif and »abi crops failed, and at one
time about one-seventh of the total population was on
relief. At this time cholera made its appearance, and the Census of
1gor showed a decrease in the population of 150,464 persons. The
cultivators lost 32 per cent of their cattle, and the total cost of the
famine to the State exceeded 12 lakhs.

The District is divided into three subdivisions: one comprising
the #@/uks of Amba and Mazalgaon, under a Second Talukdar; and
another comprising the Za/uks of Gevrai, Pitoda, and inistrati
Ashti, under a Third Tilukdar; while the siuk of Administrations
Bhir is under the direct control of the First Talukdar, who also
exercises general supervision over thc work of his subordinates.
Each #3/uk is under a faksildar.

‘The Nagim--Diwani or Civil Judge is also a joint magistrate, and
exercises powers as such in the absence of the First Talukdar from
head-quarters. There are three subordinate civil courts, each under a
Munsif, The First Talukdar is the chief magistrate, while the? Second

12

Famine,



116 BHIR DISTRICT

and Third Talukdars and the faksi/dars exercise second and third-class
magisterial powers. There is very little serious crime in the District,

It appears that in early times revenue was assessed by holdings,
This system continued to the time of Malik Ambar, who measured the
land and fixed, the state dues at one-third the produce, which was
subscquently commuted to cash payments. He dealt directly with the
ryots and gave them a proprietary right in the land they tilled. In
1866 Districts were formed and the revenue was revised. In 1883
Bhir District was formally scttled. The survey then carried out showed
an excess of 178,815 acres, or 11 per cent, over the arca returned
in the accounts, while the revenue was enhanced by 1.5 lakhs, or
13 per cent. ‘The average assessment on ‘dry’ land is Rs. 1-8 (maxi-
mum Rs. 1-14, minimum R. 1), and on ‘wet’ land Rs. 5 (maximum
Rs. 6, minimum Rs. 4).

'T'he land revenue and the total revenue for a series of years are shown
below, in thousands of rupees :—

j 1881, ’ 1891, l 1901, 1903. l
| Land revenue . . 11,31 12,84 13,38 13,42
Total revenue . o167 12,36 14,44 14,17

In 1888 the one anna cess was first levied to meet local requirements,
five-twelfths being set apart for municipal and local works. Zaluf
boards were formed at each /a/uk head-quarters, with the faksildars as
chairmen, except at Bhir, where a District board was established under
the presidency of the First T'alukdar, which supervises the working of
the #a/uk boards and also of the municipality of Bhir.

The First Talukddr is the head of the police, with the Superin-
tendent (Moktamim) as his executive deputy. Under him are 8 inspec-
tors, 69 subordinate officers, 510 constables, and 25 mounted police,
distributed in 20 police stations and 15 outposts. There is a jail
at Bhir town with accommodation for 200 prisoners, but convicts with
sentences excceding ‘six months are sent to the Central jail at
Aurangabid. A lock-up is maintained at each sa/si/ office.

In 1gor the proportion of persons able to read and write was
3 per cent. (59 males and o-05 females). The number of pupils under
instruction in 1881, 1891, 1901, and 1903 was 436, 2,000, 3,247, and
3,383 respectively. In 19o3 there were 3 middle and 54 primary
schools, with 44 girls under instruction. The first State school was
opened in 1866, and Local fund schools date from 1888. The total
expenditure on education in 1gor was Rs. 23,500, of which Rs. 10,600
was contributed by the Statc and the remainder by local boards.
The receipts from fees amounted to Rs. 2,211.

The District contains one hospital and two dispensaries, with accom-
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modation for 11 in-patients. The total number of cases treated in 1901
was 17,663, of whom 9o were in-patients, and 512 operations were
performed. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 11,000, of which
Rs. 1,272 was paid from Local funds and the remainder by the State.
The total number of persons successfully vaccinated in,xgor was 2,083,
or 4-3 per 1,000 of population.

Bhir Taluk.—Central #3/u% of Bhir District, Hyderabad State, with
an area of 870 square miles. The population in 1go1, including jagirs,
was 88,160, compared with 121,262 in 1891, the decrease being due to
the famines of 1897 and 189g9-1900. ‘The 4d/nk contains one town,
Buir (population, 17,671), the head-quarters of the District and /@/u# ;
and 172 villages, of which 17 arc jagi». 'I'be land revenue in 1901 was
2-4 lakhs. The /@luk is situated partly on the plateau and partly on
the plain, and is composed of black cotton soil.

Bhir Town.—Head-quarters of Bhir District, Hyderabad State,
situated in 18° 59" N. and 75° 46” E., on the Bendsira river. Popula-
tion (19o1), 17,671, of whom 12,307 were Hindus, 4,993 Musalmans,
and 68 Christians. Prior to the Muhammadan invasion it belonged to
the Chalukyas and subscquently to the Yadavas of Deogiri; but it was
taken by Muhammad bin Tughlak, and became the head-quarters of
one of his Deccan provinces. Muhammad bin Tughlak’s tooth is
buried in a tomb near the town. Early in Shiah Jahan's reign several
battles were fought near this place between the imperial troops and
those of Bijapur and Ahmadnagar. Bhir is noted for several kinds of
leathern work, especially water-bottles called ckkagals, and also for
sword-sticks.

Bhitargarh.— Ruins of an ancient city in the head-quarters subdivi-
sion of Jalpaiguri District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in
26° 23° N. and 88° 37" I..  The city is supposed to have been founded
by one Prithu Raji, whose date is unknown, but who probably pre-
ceded the Pal dynasty of the ninth century., It apparently comprised
four separate enclosures, the innermost being the palace. It was
4% miles in length by 2 or 2% in breadth. It is surrounded by several
moats, there being on one side no less than six ; and it contains a large
tank, known as the Prithwisul dighs, with the remains of ten masonry
&hats, Prithu Raja is said to have eventually drowned himself in this
tank, in order to avoid pollution from the touch of the Kichaks, who
had invaded his country from the north. The Talma river on the west
was utilized to fill one of the moats. These ruins are described by
Buchanan Hamilton in Martin'’s Eastern India, vol. iii, pp. 433-46.

Bhitri.—Village in the Saidpur faksi/ of Ghazipur District, United
Provinces, situated in 25° 34’ N. and 83° 17’ E., 3 miles north-east of
Saidpur-Bhitri station on the Bengal and North-Western Railway. T he
Place is important for the archaeological remains that have bech found.



118 BHITRI

A red sandstone pillar, consisting of a single block 28% feet in height,
stands near a large mound and bears an undated inscription of Skanda
Gupta of Magadha. A still more important inscription was found on
a seal at the same place, which gives the genealogy of nine generations
of Gupta kingg. A modern mosque has been largely built from
fragments of ancient sculptures found in the neighbourhood. A fine
bridge over the Gangl was built by one of the kings of Jaunpur in the
fifteenth century, Bhitri contains an aided primary school with 79 pupils.

(J. ¥. Fleet, Gupta Inscriptions, p. 52 ; Journal, Asiatic Society of
Bengal, 1889, pp. 84, 88.]

Bhittanni.—A tribc inhabiting the borders of Dera Ismail Khan
and Bannu Districts, North-West Frontier Province, dwelling partly in
independent territory and partly in British India. The Bhittanni
country lics between the Derajat and Mahstd territory. The area
occupicd by independent Bhittannis is about 15 miles wide and
25 miles long, extending from Spinghar and Jandola on the west to the
foot of the hills at the Bain pass on the east, and from the Gabarghar
on the north to Girni Sar on the south. Threefourths of the tribe,
which numbers between 5,000 and 6,000 fighting men, are at present
revenue-paying British subjects.

The independent Bhittannis are politically controlled by the Deputy-
Commissioner of Dera Ismail Khan. They are the hereditary enemies
of the Mahsids, although they have more than once forgone their
time-honoured feud, and ecither combined with, or aided and abetted,
their more rapacious neighbours in attacks and raids in British territory.
Now, however, they have practically become identified as a tribe
with British intcrests, and they furnish valuable material for a company
of the South Waziristan militia corps.

In appearance the Bhittannis are not so rough as the Mahsids,
though in physique they closely resemble them ; they have discarded the
dress of their neighbours of the Wazristan highlands for the more
civilized apparel of the Daman, and present a much cleancr appearance.
Their pronunciation resembles that of the Mahsiids, but they have
a curious tsick of misplacing aspirates, which are in general correctly
sounded by their neighbours.

Their country consists, beyond the administrative border, of rough
stohy hills scored by deep valleys, along which there is a little cultiva-
tion here and there, where the inhabitants have been able to lead the
rather intermittent water-supply of the nullahs on to the cultivable low-
land by irrigation channels. The Bhittanni hills are extremely rough
and almost devoid of verdure, their rugged and barren character being
probably due to the denuding action of rain and sun on the friable soil
of these outer ranges.

Bhiwtndi Taluka.—Central i/uka of 'T'hana District, Bombay,
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lying between 19° 12’ and 19° 32" N. and 72° 58’ and 73° 15" E., with
an area of 249 square miles. It contains one town, BHIWANDI (popula-
tion, 10,354), the head-quarters ; and 196 villages. The population in
1901 Was 77,440, compared with 87,490 in 1891. The density, 311
persons per square mile, exceeds the District average. The land revenue
and cesses amounted in 19034 to 2-1 lakhs. The centre of the Zi/uka
is welt peopled and richly tilled, but in the west the country is hilly.
Except in the south it is surrounded by the hills which form the water-
shed of the river Kamvadi, which runs through the fa/vka from north
to south. In the west, after the rains, the climate is malarious, but in
the other parts it is generally healthy. Water-supply is fairly abundant,
but far from wholesome. Rice is the chief product.

Bhiwandi Town.— Head-quarters of the fa/wka of the same name
in Thana District, Bombay, situated in 19° 18’ N. and 73° 3’ E,,
29 miles north-east of Bombay. Population (1901), 10,354. Together
with the neighbouring village of Nizampur, Bhiwandi forms a munici-
pality, constituted in 1865, with an income (1903 4) of Rs. 20,700.
It is supplied with water by means of an aqueduct constructed by the
inhabitants with the aid of a Government contribution. The population
and mercantile importance of this place are on the increase. The
chief industries are weaving and rice-cleaning, and the principal articles
of trade are rice, dried fish, cloth, grass, and wood. The largest stcam
rice-husking mill in the Presidency is situated here.  The town contains
a Sub-Judge’s court, a dispensary, and four vernacular schools for boys
with 444 pupils, and two for girls with 146.

Bhiwani Tahsil (Bhawani).— Tuksi/ of Hissar District, Punjab,
lying between 28° 36’ and 28° 59’ N. and 75° 29" and 76° 18 L., with
an arca of 750 square miles. The population in 1gor was 124,429,
compared with 127,794 in 1891. The head-quarters arc at the town
of Bmwan1 (population, 35,917); and it also contains 131 villages,
among which TosHaM is a place of historical importance. The land
revenue and cesses amounted in 1903—4 to 1-2 lakhs. The northern
part of the #aksi/ lies in Harigna. South of Bhiwini town, rolling sand-
hills and low rocky eminences are the main features of the landscape.

Bhiwani Town (Bhawdns).—Head-quarters of the tahsil of the
same name in Hissar District, Punjab, situated in 28° 48" N. and
76° 8 E., on the Rewiri-Bhatinda branch of the Rajputina-Malwa
Railway ; distant by rail from Calcutta 1,059 miles; from Bombay 89o,
and from Karachi 857. Population (1g90r), 35,917. The town is
practically a creation of British rule, having been an insignificant village
when it was selected in 1817 as the site of a free market. It rapidly
rose to importance; and though its trade suffered greatly from the
opening of the Rajputina-Malwa Railway, the construction of the
Rewari-Ferozepore line has restored its former position. Rhiwani is
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commercially the most important town in Hissir District. It is one
of fhie great centres of trade with Rajputana, the chief articles of com.
merce being wheat, flour, salt, sugar, cotton goods, and iron. It
possesses three cotton-ginning factories, and one cotton-press, which
give employment to 379 hands. The principal manufactures are brass
vessels, tin boxes, and small wooden tables. The municipality was
created in 1867. The municipal receipts during the ten years énding
1go2-3 averaged Rs. 54,900, and the expenditure Rs. 56,700, The
income and expenditure in 1903-4 were Rs. 49,700 and Rs. 47,700
respectively ; the chief source of income was octroi (Rs. 42,700), while
the main items of outlay werc conservancy (Rs. 7,000), education
(Rs. 7,700), medical (Rs. 6,900), public safety (Rs. 13,300), and
administration (Rs. 4,800). The town has an Anglo-vernacular middle
school and a dispensary.

Bhogdai.—A river of Assam, which rises in the Naga Hills, and
falls into the Brahmaputra after a north-westerly course through
Sibsagar District. In the upper part of its course it is styled the Disai;
and the name Bhogdai is said to have first come into use at the end
of the eighteenth century, in memory of a feast given to the labourers
employed on the deepening of the lower channel. Mariani, a con-
siderable tea centre, and Jorhat are situated on the left bank of the
river, but there is not enough water in the channel to allow of its being
used as a trade route. In the lower part of its course floods do some
damage, and small protective works have been constructed. The silt
is, however, said to have a fertilizing effect. ‘The river is spanned both
by railway and road bridges at Mariani and Jorhat, and is 81 miles
in length.

Bhognipur Tahsil (or Pukhriyan).—South-western fa/si/ of Cawn-
pore District, United Provinces, conterminous with the pargana of the
same name, lying between 26° 5" and 26° 25" N. and 79° 31’ and
80° 2’ E,, with an area of 368 square miles. Population increased
from 120,806 in 1891 to 141,346 in 1901. There are 308 villages and
one town, Musinagar (population, 1,575). The demand for land
revenue in 19034 was Rs. 2,68,000, and for cesses Rs. 43,000. The
density of population, 384 persons per square mile, is considerably
below the District average. On the south flows the Jumna, while the
Sengar forms part of the northern boundary and then turns abruptly
south to meet the'Jumna. Both rivers are fringed by deep ravines,
and the soils resemble those in BunpELkHAND. Water is found
only at an immense depth, and irrigation is supplied almost entirely
by the Bhognipur branch of the Lower Ganges Canal. In 1903-4
the area under cultivation was 225 square miles, of which 67 were
irrigated.

Bhoilga.—Petty State in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.
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Bhoj.— Village in the Chikodi #@/nka of Belgaum District, Bombay,
situated in 16° 32’ N. and 74° 30’ E., about 13 miles north-west of
Chikodi town. Population (19o1), 5,450. 'T'he village has a copper-
plate grant, dated 1208, of Kartavirya IV and Mallikarjun (1200-18),
brothers and joint-rulers belonging to the Ratta dynasty of Saundatti
and Belgaum (875-1250). In 1773 Bhoj was the scene of the defeat
by Ye%iji Sindhia, the Kolhapur minister, of Konher Rao Trimbak
Patvardhan of Kurandvad, who was raiding into the heart of the Kol-
bapur country. The village contains a boys’ school with 22 pupils.

Bhojakheri.— Zkakurdt in the MALWA Ackncy, Central India.

Bhojavadar.--Petty Statc in KATHIAWAR, Bombay.

Bhojpur.—Village in the Bhopal State, Central India, situated
in 23° 6’ N.and 70° 38 E., celebrated for the remains of a magni-
ficent temple and cyclopean dam. Population (1go1), 237. The great
Saivite temple is in plan a simple square, with an cxterior dimen-
sion of 66 feet, and is devoid of the re-entrant angles usual in such
buildings. Inside are four massive pillars, 40 fect high, supporting
an incomplete but magnificent dome, covered with rich carving. The
pillars, though very massive, have a tapering appearance, as they are
made in three sections, the lowest, an octagon with facets of 2} feet,
surmounted by a sccond octagon with facets of 2} feet, from which
springs a 24-faced section. ‘The doorway is richly carved above, but
plain below, while two sculptured figures of unusual merit stand on
cither hand. On the other three sides of the building are balconies,
cach supported by massive brackets and four richly carved pillars. The
temple was never completed, and the carthen ramp used to raise stones
to the level of the dome is still standing.  The Zingam inside is of great
size and unusual elegance, being 7% fect high and 17 feet 8 inches
in circumference. It stands on a massive platform 21} feet square,
made of three superimposed blocks of sandstone ; and, in spite of its
great size, the Zngam and its pedestal arc so well proportioned as to
produce a general effect of solidity and lightness truly remarkable.
The temple probably belongs to the twelfth or thirteenth century.
Had it been completed, it would have had few rivals.

Close to this temple stands a Jain shrine containing three figures
of Tirthankars, one being a colossal statue of Mahavira zo feet high,
and the other two of Parasnith. This temple is also rectangular in
plan and was possibly erected at the same time ; but, like the Hindu
temple, it was left unfinished, and bears a similar ramp for raising
stones,

West of Bhojpur once lay a vast lake, but nothing remains except
the ruins of the magnificent old dams by which its waters were held
up. The site was chosen with great skill, as a natural wall of hills
¢nclosed the whole area except for two gaps, in width 100 yaMds and
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500 yards respectively. These were closed by gigantic dams made
of earth faced on both sides with enormous blocks of sandstone, many
being 4 feet long by 3 feet broad and 2} feet thick, set without mortar,
The smaller dam is 44 feet high and 300 feet thick at the base, the
larger dam 24 feet high with a flat top 100 feet broad. 'These embank-
ments held up an expanse of water of about 250 square miles, its
southernmost point lying just south of KALIAKHERT town, which'stands
in what was formerly the bed of the lake, and its northernmost point
at Dumkhera village near Bhopil city. Tradition ascribes this great
work to Raja Bhoj of Dhir (1o10~-53), but it may possibly be of earlier
date. The Betwd river being insufficient to fill the area enclosed, the
great dam between the lakes at Bhopil city was built, by which the
stream of the Kalidsot was turned from its natural course so as to feed
this lake. Close to Bhojpur and east of the great dam is a waste weir,
cut out of the solid rock of one of the lower hills.

The lake was destroyed by Hoshang Shah of Malwa (1405-34), who
cut through the lesser dam, and thus, either intentionally or in a fit of
destructive passion, added an enormous arca of the highest fertility
to his possessions. ‘The Gonds have a tradition that it took an army
of them three months to cut through the dam, and that the lake took
three years to empty, while its bed was not habitable for thirty years
afterwards. The climate of Milwa is said to have been materially
altered by the removal of this vast sheet of water.

[ Journal, Royal Asiatic Society, Bombay, vol. viii (ii), p. 805;
vol. xvi (ii), p. 739 ; Indian Antiguary, vol. xvii, p. 348).

Bhokar.—Native State in the Central Provinces. See CHANG
BHAKAR.

Bhokardan.—North-eastern ##/u£ of Aurangabad District, Hyder-
abad State, with an area of 938 square miles. The population in 1go1,
including jdgirs, was 81,276, compared with 115,657 in 1891, the
decrease being due to the famines of 1897 and 189g-1goo. The
taluk contains 307 villages, of which 165 are jdgir; and Bhokardan
(population, 2,082) is the head-quarters. The land revenue in 1go1
was 1-7 lakhs.  The country is composed of black cotton soil.

Bhola.—Head-quarters of the Dakhin Shahbazpur subdivision,
Backergunge District, Eastern Bengal and Assam, situated in 22° 41" N.
arld 9o° 40’ E. Bhola consists of portions of three villages, the
aggregate population of which in 19ox was 6,263. It contains the usual
public offices ; the sub-jail has accommodation for 18 prisoners.

Bholath Tahsil.— Za/si/ of the Kapirthala State, Punjab, lying
between 31° 32" and 31° 34’ N. and 75° 26’ and 75° 56’ E., with an area
of 127 square miles. The population increased from 61,806 in 1891 to
62,270 in 1go1. It contains 126 villages. The land revenue and cesses
amountéd in 19034 to 1.9 lakhs. The #aksi/ is generally fertile, and
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lies for the most part in the Beds lowlands. The Bhunga #ika is
especially remarkable for its salubrity and fertility.

Bhomoraguri Hill.—Place of archaeological interest in Darrang
District, Eastern Bengal and Assam. Se¢ TEzZPUR.

Bhongaon Tahsil.—Fastern Zaksi/ of Mainpuri Digtrict, United
Provinces, comprising the garganas of Bhongaon, Bewar, Alipur Patti,
and Kishni Nabiganj, and lying between 26° 58”and 27° 26’ N. and
79° 1" and 79° 26’ E., with an area of 459 square miles. Population
increased from 195,368 in 1891 to 226,940 in 1901. There are 3go
villages and only one town, BHONGAON (population, s,582), the
faksi! head-quarters. The demand for land revenue in 1903-4 was
Rs. 2,86,000, and for cesses Rs. 46,000. These figures have been
raised in the new scttlement to Rs. 3,19,000 for revenue and Rs. 51,000
for cesses. The density of population, 494 persons per square mile, is
above the District average. On the north the ZaZsi/ is bounded by the
Kali Nadi, while the rivers Isan and Arind cross it from north-west to
south-east. It contains a large proportion of sandy soil or bkiz,
especially near the Kali Nadi, while the loam area south of the Isan
includes considerable areas of barren soil or #sar and large swamps.
During the cycle of wet years, beginning in 1883, the tract near the
Kali Nadi suffered from flooding, and Adws spread in the affected area.
Ample irrigation is provided by threc branches of the Lower Ganges
Canal, which supply more than half the irrigated area, and by wells,
which supply about one-third. In 19oo-1 the area under cultivation
was 260 square miles, of which 205 were irrigated. ‘Tanks and streams
irrigate about 20 square miles, a larger area than in any other fa/sil in

« the District.

Bhongaon Town.—Head-quarters of the ZaAsi/ of the same name
in Mainpuri District, United Provinces, situated in 27° 16" N. and
79° 11/ E., on a branch of the East Indian Railway, and on the grand
trunk road. Population (1901), 5,582. According to tradition, the
town was founded by a mythical Raja Bhim, who was cured of leprosy
by bathing in a pond here. It was the head-quarters of a pargana
under Akbar, and a high mound marks the residence of the amil or
governor. Bhongaon is administered under Act XX of 1586, with an
income of about Rs.1,300. It has very little trade. The taluili
school has about 70 pupils.

Bhongir Taluk.—North-western £a/u% of Nalgonda District, Hyder-
abad State, with an area of 1,054 square miles. Including jdgis, the
population in 1901 was 194,606, compared with 144,546 in 1891, The
#Gluk contains one town, BHONGIR (population, 5,806), the head-
Quarters ; and 235 villages, of which 143 are jagir. The Nizim's State
Railway passes through the f#/uk from westsouth-west to cast-north-
cast. The land revenue in 1901 was i-4 lakhs. Rice, castbr-seed,
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plantains, and betelleaves are extensively grown, and irrigated from
wells, tanks, and channels.

Bhongir Town.—Head-quarters of the #2/x% of the same name in
Nalgonda District, Hyderabad State, situated in 17° 31" N. and 78° 53’
E. Populatign (19o1), 5806. The town is situated at the foot of
a fortified rock, 2,000 feet above sea-level. In 1709 a freechooter,
Pip Rai, raised a large body of followers and committed deprédations
in the Deccan by plundering Warangal and Bhongir, but was eventually
captured and cxecuted. Bhongir is an important centre of trade and
is celebrated for its pottery. It contains the offices of the Second
Talukdar, engineer, and faksildir, and also a post office, a dispensary,
and a vernacular school.  The fort is built on an isolated rock, the
castern and southern sides of which are quite unscalable; from the
balihisar or citadel on the top a good view over the surrounding
country may be obtained for long distances.

Bhopal Agency.—A collection of Native States in charge of a Poli-
tical Agent under the Agent to the Governor-General in Central India,
lying between 22° 19" and 24° 21’ N. and 76° 13" and 78° 51’ E.  1Itis
hounded on the south and east by the Central Provinces; on the north
by the Rijputina Agency and Gwalior State ; and on the west by the
Kali Sind, which separates it from the Malwa Agency. The Bhopil
Agency has an area of 11,653 square miles, and a population (19or)
of 1,157,697, giving a density of 99 persons per square mile. Hindus
number 912,111, 0r 79 per cent. ; Musalmans, 124,425, or 10 per cent.;
Animists, 110, 018 or g per cent. (chicfly Gonds); and Jains, 10,171
The principal towns are Briopar, (population, 77,023), SEHORE, includ-
ing military station (16,864), NARSINGHGARH (8,778), SARANGPUR
(6,339), RAJGARH (5,399), KHILCHIPUR (5,121), and BERASIA (4,276).

This charge was created in 1818, when a Political officer was
accredited to the Bhopal Darbar with collateral charge over other
States in the vicinity. He ranked as an Agent to the Governor-General
till x842, when the charge was made into a Political Agency. It now
includes the treaty State of BHoriL, and the mediatized States of
RajcarH, NARSINGHGARH, Korwal, KHILCHIPUR, MAKSUDANGARH,
MuHAMMADGARH, BAsopa, and PATHAR], with sixteen petty holdings.
The SiroN} pargana of the Tonk State in Rijputina and portions
of Gwalior, Indore, Dhar, and Dewis also fall within its limits.

The Agr'\-Bombay high road and the Itarsi-Jhansi and Bhopal-
Ujjain sections of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway traverse the
charge. The Political Agent, who has his head-quarters at SEHORE,
exercises general supervision over the affairs of the States, and, in the
case of all but Bhopal, personally deals with criminal cases of a heinous
character. He is a Sessions Judge, and hears appeals from the Super-
intendeat of Sehore, and also exercises the powers of a District
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Magistrate and District and Sessions Judge over that portion of the
[tarsi-Jhansi section of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway which lies
in the Bhopal and Korwai States, and over the whole of the Bhopal-
Ujjain Railway.

The following table shows the States, estates, and portjons of States
comprised in the Agency :—

e

Areain| o, .
Name. Title. Caste or clan, square I "(‘:“;uh")"’“ re-{::::.le.
Rs.

Bhopdl { ”'ﬂiﬁ?}:"“b} Pathin Musalmin | 6,902| 665,461 | 25,00,000
Rajgarh . JFLH Raa L Umat Rijpat .| g40| 88.376| 4,50,000
Narsinghgarh . [ H, . Raja .| Umat Rajput . 741 92,093 | 5,00,0c0
Korwai .  .{Nawab . .| Pathan Musalmiin 111 13,034 37,000
Khilchipur .| Rao Bahidur .| Khichi Rijput . 273! 31,143 T1,14,000
Maksudangarh .[Rdja . .[Khichi Rajput 81 14,284) 37,000
Muhammadgarh [ Nawab . .| Pathan Musalman 29 2,944 7,000
Basoda .  .|Nawab . .|Pathin Musalman 40 4,897| 19,000
Pathari . .|Nawab . .| Pathan Musalman 22 2,704 9,000
Daria Kheri .| Thakur . .| Bargtijar Rajput . 6 442 7,500
Dhibla Dhir .| Thakur . .| Bargtijar Rajput . 12 1,788 10,000
Dhibla Ghosi .| Thiakur . .| Bargtjar Rajput . 6 668 9,500
Dugri . .|Mian . .|Pinddra Musalmin 3 144 1,500
Hirdapur . .|Rao . .|Korkii. . 6 448 7,002
Jabria Bhil . Mian . . { Pindira Musalmiin 5 903 5,000
Jhalera . .|Rao . .| Rathor Rajput .| * 1,300
Kamalpur. .| Thakur . .| Bargijar Rajput . 8 589 11,000
Khajuri . .|Miin .  .|DlindiaraMusalmin 1 520 2,400
Khiarsi . .|Raoc . . |Rathor Rajput .| * * 1,700
Pathdria . .[Thakur .  .|Chauhin Rajput . 7 441 2,000
Piplianagar ~ .|Mian .  .|PindaraMusalmin I 701 2,000
Rimgarh . .|Rao . .| Chauhan Rajput .| * * 8,600
Sidankhert  .|Thakur . .| Bargtjar Rajput . 2 630 2,000
Suthalia .| Thakur . .|Umat Rajput . 20 4,623 20,000
Tappa ,  .|Thakur . .|Sendhu Rajput . 15 882 3,400
Portions of

Dewids State,

SeniorBranch| ... 61 10,604| 63,000
Dewas State,

JuniorBranch| ... 61 10,454 58,300
Dhar . e 10 1,415 5,000
Gwalior. .| ... 1,386 118,542| 7,75,000
Indore . .1 .. 28 5:979p 23,000
Tonk  (Raj-

putana) .| ... ... 879| 68,539 1,30,000
Railways" and :

cantonments .| ... 13,349 w

L]
Total | 11,653 | 1,157,697 | 48,19,200

* No village.

Bhopal State (Bipal).—A State in Central India, under the
Bhopal Agency, and next to Hyderabad the most important Muham-
madan State in India, lying between 22° 29’ and 23° 54’ N. and 76° 28’
and 78° 51/ E,, with an area of 6,90z square miles. It standsyon the
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eastern confines of Malwa, its most eastern districts bordering on
Bundelkhand, and its southern districts being in the Gondwana tract,
Unlike the other large States of the Agency, its territory is comprised
in one compact block, bounded on the north by the States of Gwalior,
Bisoda, Korw.ai, Maksudangarh, and Narsinghgarh, the Sironj pargang
of Tonk State, and the Saugor District of the Central Provinces ; on
the south by the Narbada river, which separates it from the Hoshang-
abad District of the Central Provinees ; on the east by the Saugor and
Narsinghpur Districts of the Central Provinces; and on the west by
the Gwalior and Narsinghgarh States.  ‘I'he name is popularly derived
from Bhojpal, or ¢ Bhoj's dam,’ the great dam which now holds up the
Bhopil city lakes, and is said to have been built by a minister of Raji
Bhoj, the Paramira ruler of Dhar, the still greater work which formerly
held up the Tal lake being attributed to this monarch himself (see
Buojrur). The name is, however, invariably pronounced Bhiipal, and
Dr. Fleet considers it to be derived simply from Bhipila, a king, the
popular derivation being an instance of the striving after a meaning
so common in such cases.

The country varies markedly in different parts. Most of the State
lies on the MALWA plateau, and presents the familiar aspect of that
region, rolling downs of yellow grass, interspersed
with rich fields of black cotton soil. To the south-
east, however, it is traversed by a succession of
sandstone hills, forming an arm of the great Vindhya range, while
another branch of the same range strikes northwards, to the west of
Bhopal city. South of the State lies the main line of the Vindhyas,
with the fertile valley of the Narbada beyond.

Numerous streams flow from the Vindhyan barrier northwards, of
which the Betwi and Parbati are the largest, their tributaries, the
Kaliasot, Ajnar, Papras, and Paru, and many smaller affluents con-
tributing to the water supply. The Narbada and its tributaries water
the valley south of the great range. Two large lakes afford an ample
supply of water to the city and surrounding country (se¢e BHOPAL
Crry). In former days the enormous Bhojpur lake occupied what
is now the fertile Zaksi/ of Tal

The geology of the State possesses unusual interest, but unfortunately
has not as yet been fully worked out, only the southern portion having
been examined in detail. ‘The most important rocks belong to the
Vindhyan series, of which the Rewah, Bandair (Bhander), and Kaimur
sandstones, the Kaimur conglomerate, and the Sirba, Jhir, and Ginnur-
garh shales are represented. Up to the Ginnurgarh fort (22° 49" N.
and 77° 36" E.), the Vindhyas maintain the characteristics they possess
from the bend of the Son river westwards; but at this point they
changegsuddenly, being replaced by basalts of the Deccan trap, though

Physical
aspects.
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they still maintain their former physical conformation. A north-westerly
arm reaches up to Bhopil city, but is concealed by basalt, except in
the region lying immediatcly east and south-east of the city, where its
highest beds, of upper Bandair sandstone, arc well exposed along the
axis of the synclinal fold, the original cover of basalt haying herc been
removed by subaerial denudation.  East and west of the main outcrop
the demudation is less complete, and the table-land is often crowned
with a highly ferruginous laterite. The basalts met with are petrologi-
cally of great interest, varying considerably in constitution, coarse, finc-
grained, compact, and vesicular varicties being all met with,  The
vesicular basalts often contain geodes 2 to 3 feet in diameter, full of
crystals of zeolite, and intertrappean fresh-water beds, with fossil spores
of aquatic plants of the genus Chara.

Many of the stones are of great economic value. The Kaimur sand-
stone has been extensively quarried, and yields an admirable stone for
building and ornamental purposcs ; the upper Rewah formation, which
furnishes flagstones of great size, and the Bandairs arc also much
used.  The lower Bandairs are here of a very finc and even grain, quite
unlike the coarse gritty stone of this formation met with in Bundel-
khand and Baghelkhand, and are thus a most valuable source of
building material. A dark purple-red stone of fine grain found in the
upper Bandairs has been used in many buildings.

Another deposit, of which, however, adequate commercial advantage
has not as yet been taken, is the limestone rock at Ginnurgarh, which
is over 100 feet thick and admirably suited for burning for lime.

The flora of the sandstone region differs markedly from that on the
Deccan trap area. In the former the jungle is much closer, trecs are
more abundant and of a much greater variety. On the trap area the
trees consist mainly of acacias and dAdk (Butea frondosa), the change to
a sandstone soil being at once signalled by the presence of teak, fendn
(Diospyros tomentosa), sal (Shorea robusta), and salaf (Boswellia serrata).
Other species met with arc Zérminalia, Anogeissus, Stephegyne, and
Buckanania, often interspersed with stretches of Dendrocalamus strictus.
The undergrowth contains Zizpphus, Capparis, Grewia, ,Casearia,
LPhyllanthus, Antidesma, Carissa, and other species.

The jungle in the sandstone area affords ample cover to wild animals,
tigers, leopards, sambar (Cervus unicolor), and chital (Cervus axis)
being common.  Formerly bison (Bos gaurus) were found in the south
of the State, but they are now almost, if not entirely, extinct in this
region. All the ordinary wild-fowl are found, duck and snipe in large
numbers frequenting the big tank to the west of the city.

The climate in most of the State is the same as that of Malwi, but
in the hilly region to the south greater extremes of heat and cold are
encountered. The rainfall recorded at Bhopal city gives an avjrage of
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42 inches, a maximum of 65 being recorded in 1875 and a minimum
of 25 in 1897. The destruction of the great Bhojpur lake in the
fifteenth century appears to have modified the climate considerably,

The winds which blew over this expanse of water, exceeding 200 square
miles in cxtenf, must have had a marked effect on the climate of the’
surrounding country.

The founder of the Bhopal family was Dost Muhammad KBhan, an
Afghan from Tirah, belonging to the Mirzai Khel of the Barakzais.
He came to Delhi during the first years of Bahadur
Shih’s rcign (1708) in scarch of employment. In
1709 he obtained a lease of the BERASIA pargana and, rapidly extend-
ing his dominions, founded the towns of Islimnagar and Bhopal,
making the latter place his head-quarters, and building the Fatehgarh
fort. Later on Dost Muhammad assumed independence and adopted
the title of Nawdb. In 1720 he incurred the enmity of the Nizam, but
made terms, sending his illegitimate son Yar Muhammad Khan as
a hostage. Dost Muhammad was a man of strong character and was
considered, even in a tribe where valour is a common quality, to
possess remarkable courage. His memory is still fondly cherished by
the family of which he was the founder. He died about 1740, at the
age of sixty-six, and the chief nobles of the State placed Muhammad
Khin, a child of cight, on the masuad. The latter was, however,
ousted soon after by Yar Muhammad Khin, who returned from
Hyderabad, and whose succession was supported by the Nizim. The
Nizim at the same time conferred on him the Maki Maratié or insignia
of the Fish, onc of the highest honours of the Mughal empire. Owing,
however, to his illegitimacy, Yar Muhammad was never formally
installed as Nawdb. His rule was uneventful. He died in 1754, and
was succeeded by his son Faiz Muhammad Khan, then eleven years
of age. An unsuccessful attempt to push his claim by arms was made
by his uncle Muhammad Khan, who was defcated and retired to
Rahatgarh, which was granted him in jdgi» on the intercession of
Yir Muhammad’s widow.

Faiz Muhammad was a religious recluse, quite unfit to rule a large
State, though in personal appearance he was a giant, being only just .
under 7 feet in height. The State was administered by a Hindu, Baiji
Réim, who was an energetic and excellent administrator, and extended
the dominions Lom\derably Later on, however, he was obliged to
surrender half the Bhopal possessions to the Peshwa Baji Rao. "Fail
Muhammad died childless in 1777, and was succeeded by his brother
Hayat Muhammad Khian, who was also a rellglous recluse and a weak
and incapable ruler. He adopted as a meritorious act four boys as his
chelas, one a Gond, one the son of a Gosain, and two Brahmans, whom
he broyght up as Muhammadans. i

History.
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In 1778 the Gond Faulad Khan was minister, and was instrumental
in assisting Colonel Goddard on his famous march from Bengal to
Bombay to support the claims of Raghuba to the Peshwaship. While
many obstacles were put in the way of the force by the Marithis, the
'Bhopil officials treated the British with the greatest eonfidence and
hospitality, furnishing them with supplies and giving every possible
assistance, though they suffered severely in consequence from Maritha
depredations. Fauldid Khan’s rule was, however, oppressive ; and on
his death in 1779, Mamullah, the widow of Yar Muhammad Khan,
appointed Chhote Khin, one of the two Brahman protegés of Hayat
Muhammad, as minister. This lady was a woman of remarkable power,
who deserves to rank with her contemporary Ahalyi Bai of Indore.
She lived to the great age of eighty, and for fifty years entirely con-
trolled the councils of the State. After the death of Chhote Khan, in
1798, a succession of weak ministers rapidly brought the State into
imminent danger of total destruction at the hands of the Pindari hordes
and great Maratha chiefs. Providentially a saviour appeared in Wazir
Muhammad Khin, a cousin of the Nawib, who assumed the sole
direction of affairs, and by his bold and energetic policy rapidly
retrieved the fallen fortunes of the State. Hayit Muhammad would
have appointed him minister, but for the strenuous opposition of his
son Ghaus Muhammad Khin and his mother, who obtained this
position for Murid Muhammad Khan of Rahatgarh. Murid was an
unprincipled scoundrel, whose acts of tyranny soon disgusted the
Afghin nobles. Failing in his repeated attempts to destroy the power
of Wazir Muhammad Khan, he appealed to Sindhia. The Fatehgarh
fort in Bhopal was handed over to Amir Khan (se¢e Tonk), then in
Sindhia’s service, and Wazir was forced to leave the country. Disturb-
ances at Gwalior, however, caused Sindhia to recall his troops, and
Wazir, returning at the head of a considerable force, expelled the
Marathas from the fort. Murid was taken away as a hostage by the
Maritha general, and shortly after died. Wazir then assumed charge
of the State; and, though the revenues were reduced to only Rs. 50,000,
he managed to raise an army and recapture the lost distrists on the
Narbada. Ghaus Muhammad’s jealousy was roused by this increasing
power, and he intrigued with the Pindari leader Karim Khan, who was
in the pay of Bhopal, to destroy him. Wazir was again obliged fo
retire, but returned soon after and drove out the Pindaris. Ghaus
Muhammad then again turned to Sindhia, agreeing to give up the
Islimnagar fort and pay a large sum of money if Wazir were expelled.
This year (1807) Nawab Hayit Muhammad, who had long withdrawn
from all active participation in public life, died.

In 1807 the Nagpur forces under Sadik Ali seized several outlying
districts, and at Ghaus Muhammad’s special request advaiked to

VOL. v, K
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Bhopal itself. Wazir retired in disgust to the Ginnurgarh fort, and
Sadik Ali after staying six weeks returned to Nagpur, taking Ghaus
Muhammad’s son as a hostage. Wazir at once came back and took
possession of the Fatehgarh fort. Ghaus Mubammad now admitted
that he had been led astray by evil counsels ; and Wazir with his usual
vigour rapidly recovered the territory taken by Sadik Ali, and made
a strenuous effort to conclude a treaty with the British, sending “Inayat
Masth, elias Salvador Bourbon, one of the Bhopil Bourbon family,
descended from the royal house of Navarre (see ICHHAWAR), to
represent him.  The appeal was, however, rejected, and Wazir was left
to cope single-handed with his powerful enemies. In 1813 the com-
bined forces of Gwalior and Nigpur advanced against Bhopal, which
was defended for eight months with consummate courage and skill,
A fresh siege was averted only by quarrels between Sindhia’s generals
and the intervention of the British Government. In 1816 Wazir died
at the age of fifty-one, after ruling Bhopil for nine years. He was
a man of remarkable character and of unrivalled valour. His manners
were mild and pleasing, but his look and stature were alike command-
ing, and the sternness and determination of purpose in his disposition
inspired awe.

He was succeeded by his second son Nazar Muhammad Khan, who
had married Ghaus Muhammad’s daughter, Kudsia Begam. His first
action was to renew his father's appeal to the British Government. The
request was complied with; and an agreement was made in 1817, by
which Nazar Muhammad undertook to assist the British with a contin-
gent force and to co-operate to his utmost in suppressing the Pindari
bands. ‘No obligations,” says Malcolm, ‘werc ever more faithfully
fulfilled” In 1818 the terms of this agreement were embodied in
a formal treaty; and the five parganas of Devipura, Ashta, Sehore,
Duriba, and Ichhawar were made over, together with the fort of Islam-
nagar, recovered from Sindhia. Nazar Muhammad was killed soon
after by the accidental discharge of a pistol. Though out of deference
to Ghaus Muhammad he had never assumed the title of Nawib, he
was always so addressed by the British Government, and was in fact
the real ruler. He left one child, an infant daughter, Sikandar Begam.

It was arranged, with the consent of the nobles of the State and the
sanction of the British Government, that Nazar Muhammad’s nephew,
Munir Muhammad Khan, should succeed under the regency of Kudsia
Begam, and that Munir should marry Sikandar Begam, thus securing
the rule in Wazir's family. To this arrangement neither Ghaus
Muhammad nor any members of his immediate family raised any
objections. In 1827, however, Munir attempted to assert his authority,
but, being unsupported by Kudsia Begam, resigned in favour of his
youngey brother Jahangir Muhammad Khan, and received a jagir of
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Rs. 40,000 a year as compensation. Kudsia Begarn, anxious to retain
the power in her own hands, delayed the marriage of Jahangir with her
daughter until 1835. Dissensions soon arose, as both Jahangir and
Sikandar Begam wished to hold the reins of power. A plot was
devised by Jahangir in 1837 to seize Kudsia Begam, but was detected
and Jahangir had to fly from the State. The British Government
finally *mediated between them, and the management of affairs was
entrusted to the Nawab, Kudsia Begam retiring on a life pension
of 5 lakhs (Bhopal currency).

In 1844 Nawib Jahangir died, leaving a will by which he desired
that his illegitimate son, Dastgir Muhammad Khan, should succeed.
This will was set aside, and the claims of his daughter Shih Jahan
Begam were recognized, Faujdar Muhammad Khan, maternal uncle
of Sikandar Begam, being appointed regent. In 1847 he resigned
owing to the difficulties of his position, and Sikandar Begam became
regent.  She was an admirable administrator and effected many
salutary reforms, .including the abolition of the farming of revenues
and trade monopolies, the reorganization of the police and mints, and
the liquidation of debt. In 1855 her daughter Shih Jahan married
Bakhshi Biki Muhammad Khan. As he did not belong to the ruling
house his status was that of Nawab-Consort, Shah Jahin being
recognized as chief of the State, and Sikandar Begam continuing to
act as regent till Shah Jahiin was of age. 'T'o this arrangement Sikandar
Begam objected, on the ground that she was a chief in her own right
as much as her daughter, who should not have been recognized as
ruler during her life. A compromise was effected by Shih Jahan, who
voluntarily resigned all claim to rule during her mother’s lifetime.
Sikandar Begam was a woman of strong character, and during the
disturbances of 1857 rendered signal service to the British Government.
Even in the darkest hours of misfortune she never swerved for a
moment from her loyalty. This was recognized by the grant in 1860
of the district of BERASIA, originally a part of Bhopil State, which had
been confiscated from the Dhar Darbar, and the award of the G.C.S.1.
in 1861. In 1862 a samad was granted permitting succession, on
failure of natural heirs, in accordance with Muhammadan law. Sikandar
Begam died in 1868, and Shih Jahin was formally installed as the
ruling chief, her daughter and only child Sultan Jahan bemg recognizéd
as her heir. Bakhshi Biki Muhammad Khan had died in 1864 ; and
in 1871 the Begam married Maulvi Siddik Hasan, who received the
honorary title of Nawib. Shah Jahan, like her mother, was 2 woman
of great administrative ability. She came out of parda after the death
of her first husband, but retired again on her second marriage. In
1880 she agreed to defray the cost of the railway from Hoshangabad
to Bhopal, and in 1881 to abolish all transit duties on salt. §n 189z
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Jand for the Bhopil-Ujjain line was ceded, and a contribution made
towards its construction. After her second marriage dissensions arose
between Shah Jahan and her daughter, fomented by the Nawab, By
1884 a regular impasse had been reached, and the Government of India
was obliged tosintervene and deprive the Nawab of all his honours, titles,
and salute. He died of dropsy in 1890. The State was thenceforward
managed by the Begam herself, assisted by a minister. Shah’ Jahan
died in 1901, and was succceded by Sultin Jahan Begam, the present
ruler, who personally directs the administration of her State, assisted
by Nawib Muhammad Nasir-ullah Khan, her cldest son. Her two
other sons are Sihibzida Ubaid-ullah Khian, who commands the
Imperial Service Lancers, and Hamid-ullah Khan. The titles of the
ruling chicf are Her Highness and Nawib Begam, and she receives
a salute of 19 guns (21 within Bhopal territory). The present Begam
received the G.C.LE. in 19o4.

The principal objects of archaeological importance in Bhopil are
the great stipa at SANCHI erected in the third century B.c, with its
magnificent monolithic railing and finely carved gateways, and the fine
old temple and dam at BuojpUR. Numerous forts are scattered
throughout the State, those at Raisen, Ginnurgarh (see Ni1zAMAT--
JaniUs), Siwins, and Chaukigarh being of some interest. Besides
these places, remains of lesser importance are numerous. A colossal
figure, which appears to have been once surrounded by a temple, is
still standing at Mahilpur (23° 16" N. and 78° 6" E.). The carving
is fine, and the Kaimur sandstone from which it was cut must have
been brought from some distance. At Samasgarh (23° 8’ N. and
77° 23’ E.), 10 miles from Bhopal, is a small temple in a more or less
ruined state, which must have been almost a replica of the square
shrine at Bhojpur. Three images, one colossal, are still standing, and
the fragments of a very fine ceiling and richly carved lintel lie close by.
Narwar (23° 19’ N. and 78° o’ E.) is practically built from the remains
of temples, brought, it is said, from Sacher, 4 miles north-north-west,
which was destroyed about 200 years ago. Jamgarh (23° 6’ N. and
78° 20’ B.) contains a deserted twelfth-century temple in a fair state
of preservation.

Of modern buildings there are none of great note. The palaces are
megular piles, bujlt from time to time by different rulers without any
special attention to architectural beauty or fitness.

The Jama Masjid of Kudsia Begam is constructed in modem
Muhammadan style, and derives its beauty entirely from the fine
coloured stone of which it is built.

It was the desire of Shih Jahan Begam that Bhopal should possess
one mosque of surpassing grandeur. She, therefore, commenced the
great Wij-ul-Mas3jid, which is modelled generally on the plan of the
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great mosque at Delhi. If it is ever completed, it will be the dominat-
ing feature of the city, visible from all sides. The main hall with its
interarching roof, broad fagade, and great courtyard presents an impos-
ing appearance ; but the foundations unfortunately are said to be too
weak to admit of the erection of all three domes. ,

"The population at the last three enumerations was: (1881) 952,486,
(1891)* 954,901, and (19o1) 665,961, giving a density of 96 persons
per square mile.  During the last decade, the popula-
tion decreased by no less than 30 per cent. ‘This
diminution was undoubtedly caused by the famines of 1896-7 and
1899-1900, of which the effects are even now only too patent, in the
numerous ruined houses to be seen in every village. The State con-
tains five towns: BuopAL City (population, 77,023), the capital;
SEHORE (16,864, including the military station); AsHTA (5,534)
IcHHAWAR (4,352), and BERASIA (4,276). Except the city, Sehore,
and Ashta, the population has in each case fallen since 1891 to below
5,000, 'The villages, of which there are 3,073, belong mainly to the
class with a population of under 500 persons, the average village
containing 180.

The following table gives the chief statistics of population and
revenue by nizdmats (districts) 1 —
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Classified by religion, Hindus number 483,611, or 73 per cent.;
Animists, 91,441, or 14 per cent. (chiefly Gonds) ; Musalmans, 83,988,
ur 13 per cent.; and Jains, 6,397. In Bhopal city the Muhammadan
clement largely predominates. The languages prevalent in the State
are Western Hindi, Malwi, and Urdg, 43 per cent? of those speaking
the last language residing in the city.

The chief castes and tribes are: among Hindus, Chamars (leather-
workers and labourers), §3,783; Thakurs, Chhatris, and Rajputs,
43,711; Brahmans, 29,076; Lodhis (cultivators), 26,534; Balais
(village servants and labourers), 24,165; Khatis (cultivators), 19,839
Kachhis (cultivators, gardeners, and vegetable growers), 18,882 Abirs
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(cowherds) and Kurmis (cultivators), 14,000 each. Among Musalmans,
Pathans (21,863) and Shaikhs (26,876), and among the animistic tribes,
Gonds (31,809), Kirars (22,106), and Minas (15,065), are the most
numerous. The fall in the number of Gonds returned since 1881
indicates the growing rcluctance of the members of that tribe to
acknowledge their connexion with it.  As many as 43 per cent. of the
population are supported by agriculture, 14 per cent. by general fabour,
and 2 per cent. by personal service. Brahmans and Rajputs are the
principal landholders, and Lodhis, Khatis, Kachhis, and Kurmis are
the principal cultivators.

In 1901 there were 210 Christians in the State, of whom 189 resided
in Bhopal city. A branch of the Friends Mission of Sehore is located
at Bhopal.

The crops in Bhopal depend almost entirely on the rainfall, irrigation
being but little resorted to.  The most fertile soil in the State is found
in the Nizimat-i-Maghrib, or ¢ western district,” round
Ashta. The soil is classed locally on two systems,
either by its colour and consistency or by its position. The two
principal classes are known as £a/g mati or ‘black soil,’ of which there
are several varieties, and bkanwar. ‘The former is the well-known
black cotton soil, and is used chiefly for growing wheat, masur, and
gram. Bhamwar is a grey soil of light sandy nature, not so retentive
of moisture as the other, and chiefly produces jowdr and maize, or,
if irrigable, sugar-cane.  Lither soil is capable of bearing both autumn
(kharif) and spring (rabi) crops. Other lighter soils are chiefly devoted
to the cultivation of jowdr, maize, kuthi, rameli, til, and the less
important crops generally.

The chief statistics of cultivation in 19023 arc given below, in
square miles :—

Agriculture.
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The system of cultivation is the same as that followed elsewhere
in Central India. The chicf &karif crops are jowdr, maize, urd, tiar,
miing, kodon, and bajra, with supernumerary crops of rameli, cotton,
and #/. -In the radi, wheat, gram, and barley, with poppy, linseed, and
sugar-cane, are grown. The staple food-grains for the common pevple
are ma.i%}c in the rainy season, and jowdr and édjra at other times.
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The rich use wheat and rice, and the jungle tribes odor and kutki
(Panicum miliare). The usual spices and vegetables are grown in
gardens.

'The average area cultivated was 2,751 square miles between 1881
and 1890, and 2,009 during the next decade. In 19or the area
decreased to 1,737 square miles. The large contraction is in part due
to bad years, but mainly to the greatly reduced population, which has
resulted in the abandonment of fields lying far from villages. In 19o2-3
wheat occupied 671 square miles, or 39 per cent.; jowdr, 302 square
miles, or 18 per cent.; gram, 230 square miles, maize 32, poppy 25,
and cotton 66, Attempts have been made to introduce new varieties
of seed, but without success. Advances or loans are frecly given to
cultivators, and suspensions are made in bad years. In 1894, 7 lakhs
were suspended, and 8 lakhs in 1000.

Irrigation and manuring are usually practised only in fields close
to villages or towns, and then only in the case of crops of importance,
such as poppy and sugar-cane or vegetables. Water is supplied from
wells worked by water-lifts.

There are no special breeds of cattle in the State, though the grass
supply is ample and large herds are kept by the villagers.

The principal fairs are those at Sehore, held in the month of Baisikh
(April); the Kalu-bhan fair in the Udaipura faksi/ in Paus or Magh
(January or February); and the Jhagoria fair in the Bilkisganj taksi/
in Chaitra (March).

Generally speaking, wages throughout the State bave risen of late
years, the rates having increased with the diminution of the supply
of labour. Wages for agricultural operations are still paid in kind
in the country. For reaping jowdr or maize, 2 scers of the grain arc
given per diem ; in the case of wheat, one gawd or bundle is given out
of 2o gawas made up, a gawi weighing about 2} seers. When the
price of grain is low, more bundles are given. Labour required in the
cultivation of poppy is usually paid in cash, from 2z to 2} annas, and
of late years even 3 or 4 annas, being given per diem for the chirai or
incising operation. The crop is so valuable, and it is so essential that
the different processes should be done exactly at the proper moment,
that high rates have to be paid by the owners of poppy-fields. Wages
for skilled labour are considerably higher in the city than in the country,
blacksmiths receiving 4 annas a day in the former and 2 annas in
the latter,

The prices of grain have also risen considerably in the vicinity of
metalled roads or railways and in large places such as Bhopil city.
Thus, when wheat sells in the city at 15 seers to the rupee, the price
at Siwans, 64 miles from Bhopal and off the road, is 22 seers; gram
sells in Bhopal city at 18 and at Deori at 26 seers ; jowdr in' the city
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at 27 and at Bilkisganj at 35 seers; and maize in the city at 27 and
in Bareli at 32 seers.

The standard of luxury is rising among the better-educated classes,
and is to a certain extent permeating even the agricultural community.
Many now possess holiday garments who formerly never even desired
to have them. The mercantile classes have benefited most, and the
class which serves as clerks least. T'he latter are almost always heavily
indebted, being obliged to maintain an appearance beyond their
means, while living in a style considerably above that in which their
forefathers lived.

The forests, which cover 1,714 square miles, are divided into three
classes : ‘reserved,” protected, and village-protected. The ‘reserved’
forests are closed to the cutting of timber. In the
protected area the removal of certain trees is pro-

hibited : namely, teak, s@/ (Zerminalia tomentosa), tendic (Diospyros
tomentosa), shisham (Dalbergia Sissoo), bija (Pterocarpus Marsupium),
sandal (Santalum album), and koka (Terminalia Azjuna), on account
of their timber ; and mango (Mangifera indica), ackar (Buchanania
latifolia), mahud (Bassia latifolia), khirni (Mimusops hexandra), and
the date-palm ( Z%kocnix sylvestris), on account of their fruit. -

There are two forest officers, with an establishment for watch and
ward, consisting of a daroga or overseer with a patrol, and the rawéina
nigar or collector of dues. The inhabitants of villages on the forest
border arc allowed to have wood free, on the understanding that they
protect the forest and report acts committed against forest rules. In
other places villagers are allowed to cut wood free to a value of 5 per
cent, of their assessed revenue. Firing grass in the neighbourhood
of a forest is a criminal offence. 'The forest work is done by the
Gonds, Kols, Korkis, Dhanuks, and other jungle tribes, who receive
Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 a month for their services. A revenue of Rs. 7,800 per
annum is derived from the sale of forest produce ; the expenditure is
Rs. 10,600.

The chief mineral products are the magnificent sandstones met with
in many places, which have been extensively used in construction from

§ the building of the Sanchi sfiga (25 B.C.), up to the

present day. At Ginnurgarh lime is worked to

a small extent by the State public works department, but it is

“ordinarily obtained from the Aankar or nodular limestone of the
Narbada valley. Ironstone is also found in some parts, and the metal

is still worked. Jamar village (23° 18’ N. and 78° 12" E.) has long been

famous, and the iron made here is even now preferred to that from

Europe for some purposes. The stone used is a rich hematite, which is

smelted with charcoal. The industry has, however, declined since the

famine %f 1899~-1900. 'Till then Rs. 2,000 a year used to be advanced

Forests.

Minerals.
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by Bhopal traders to the workmen, and the State levied a duty of
Rs. 4 per furnace and one anna per maund of iron produced.

The jewellery of Bhopal and the cloth of Schore and Ashta have
always had a high reputation. The usual coarse country cloth, blankets,
and daris or cotton rugs are made in the city and
large towns. A combined cotton-ginning factory, con?::;img .
saw-mill, grass-press, and flour-mill is worked by the cations.
State at Bhopal, employing about 200 hands, paid at the rate of
Rs. 4 to Rs. 7 a month.

Trade, especially that of the city, has increased enormously since the
opening of the Indian Midland and Bhopal-Ujjain Railways. The
metalled feederroads constructed in the last twenty years have also
increased the export trade from the country. The chief articles
exported are grain, #/ seed, poppy seed, opium, and cotton to Bombay,
lac and gum to Mirzipur, and hides and horns to Cawnpore. The
chief imports are salt from Pachbhadra in Rajputana, sugar, European
hardware, English boots and shoes, and kerosene oil.  Some finc cloth
is imported from CuaNDERI in Gwalior. White metal utensils are
brought from Bombay, Moridabad, and Bhilwira in Rajputana.
Bhopil city, Sehore, Dip, Barkhera, and Diwanganj are the principal
markets. A bulk oil dépot has been established by a European firm
at Bhopal. The chief trade routes are the two railways and the
metalled road from Bhopal to Dewas and Indore via Ashta.

The principal means of communication are the Great Indian Penin-
sula Railway, of which the main line between Bombay and Agra passes
through Bhopal city, and the Bhopil-Ujjain Railway connecting Bhopal
with the Rajputana-Malwi Railway running to Indore and Ajmer. The
State contributed 5o lakhs towards the construction of the Itarsi-Bhopal
section of the Great Indian Peninsula, which is known as the Bhopal
State Railway. It is managed by the company, the State receiving
dividends on the capital supplied. A similar arrangement has been
made regarding the Bhopal-Ujjain line.

‘The chief metalled roads are the Bhopal-Sehore and Ashta road
(47 miles), passing on to Dewas and Indore, and the feeder-roads from
Bhopal to Siampur and Hingoni (26 miles), wherc there is an inspection
bungalow, to Narsinghgarh (17 miles), and the Bhopal-Hoshangabad
road (45 miles), now little used on account of the railway. Othter
feeder-roads lead from Salimatpur station to Raiser (11} miles), from
Bhopal to Islamnagar (5 miles), and on to Berasid (21 miles), besides
those immediately round the city. Altogether 173 miles of metalled
roads are maintained, exclusive of those round the city. The value of
improved communications was immediately apparent in the famine of
1899-1900, grain pouring in and removing all danger of actual
starvation. »
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A postal system was first introduced in 1862 ; but no charge was
made for the carriage of letters till 1869, when the system was modified
and that in British India was adopted, stamps and subsequently post-
cards being sold. TFour local issues of stamps have been made, but all
are now obsolete. In 1gor, 47,680 private letters, 951 newspapers,
513 packets, 165 parcels, and 7,268 value-payable parcels were carried,
The revenue amounted to Rs. 1,900 and the expenditure to Rs. 13,000,
The loss is accounted for by the free carriage of all service correspon-
dence, amounting to 6oo,000 letters and packages of all sorts. The
length of postal lines covered by the system in 1862 was 108 miles, and
by 1901 had risen to 619 miles. There are combined post and telegraph
offices at Bhopil and Sehore, and telegraph offices at all railway stations.

Crop failures in Bhopil have ordinarily been due to excessive rainfall
in the eastern and southern districts, a fact- which may possibly be
accounted for by the large extent of forest in those
regions.  In 1899-1g900, however, the great drought
which attacked all Malwa affected this region also, and caused a very
serious diminution of the population, from which the country has not yet
recovered. In every village many houses are to be seen roofless and in
a state of decay. In 19og great damage was wrought to spring crops,
especially poppy and gram, by hail and frost. This produced some
distress and much pecuniary loss to the State and the individual
cultivator, but did not cause famine, as the autumn crops were
excellent.

For administrative purposes the State is divided into four! districts
(nizdmats) : the N1zAMAT-1-SHIMAL, or ‘northern district’ ; N1ZAMAT-)-
JaNTB, or ‘southern’; NizAmar-I-MASHRIK, or
“eastern’ ; and the N1zAMaT-1-MAGHRIB, or ‘ western
district,” which are subdivided into za/si/s. There is also a special
district for the city, called the Si&kroki, or ¢ 6 miles radius.’

Bhopal being a first-class State, the chief has full powers in all
administrative matters, both judicial and general, including the power
to pass sentence of death. Two ministers assist in the administration :
the Muin-yl-Muham, who is in charge of revenue affairs; and the
Nasir-ul-Muham, who has charge of police and judicial matters. There
are also three councils: the Zj/as-i-Kamil, of four members, which
advises the chief and inquires into matters specially referred to it; the
Kamiti-i-Mal, of eight members, which frames rules for financial
matters ; and the Kamiti-i-Faujdari, which deals with legislative work.
The other important branches of administration are : the Deorki-i-KhAas,
or chief’s private offices ; the office of the State Mufti; the Kaai, who
announces fatwas or rulings according to the Korin ; the Majliss-
Ulama, consisting of four members, which decides in cases of difference

1 Sice this account was wrilten the #izdmals have been reduced to three,

Famine.

Administration.
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of opinion between the Kasi and the Mufti ; the Muntazim, or inspector-
general of police; the public works department; the forest depart-
ment; the Vakili-Ridsat, through whom pass all communications
between the chief and the Political Agent; the Daftari-Nazir, or
office of accountant-general ; the K/azana, or treasury ; the Bakhshigiri-
hisab, or paymaster’s office ; and the Bakkshigiri-Fawy, or office of the
commander-in-chief.

The first attempt to introduce & proper system into the judicial work
of the State was made by Sikandar Begam. In 1884 her system was
revised and regular courts were constituted on the British model. ‘The
lowest courts are those of the faksildars, who are magistrates of the
first or second class, appeals from them lying to the Nazims in charge
of nizamats, and from them to the court of the Sedr-us-Sadur and
Nastir-ul-Muham at Bhopal, and finally to the chief through the
council. The city forms a unit, in which the jurisdiction is separate
from that of the districts. The total cost of the judicial staff is
Rs. 70,000 per annum. Al matters of a religious nature and civil cases
requiring the issue of a fafwa, or opinion on a point of Muhammadan
law, are referred to the State K'dz7, from him to the Auf#, and in case
of a difference of opinion between the A4usi and Mufti are finally
disposed of by the Majlis-i- Ulama.

Up to the year 1818 the financial resources of the State were of
a highly unstable character, depending on the power of the ruler of the
day to repel the inroads of Maritha and Pindari raiders. At Hayat
Muhammad’s accession in 1777 the revenue was about 20 lakhs of
rupees ; and it was customary to devote vne quarter to the personal
expenses of the Nawab, who was held to have no interest or concern
with State revenues over and above this assignment, other revenues being
under the control of the minister for general administrative purposes,
In 1800 the revenues fell as low as Rs. 50,000. By 1818, as a result of
the energetic rule of Wazir Muhammad and his son Nazar, and the
alliance with the British Government, the income rose to g lakhs,
Sikandar Begam divided the country into three regular districts for land
revenue purposes, and in 187z Shah Jahan Begam effected a regular
settlement for a term of twenty years and redistributed the State into
four districts, The total normal revenue of the State is 25 lakhs, the
principal sources being land (201 lakhs), customs (3-1 lakhs), tribate
(1:6 lakbs), excise (Rs. 40,000), and stamps (Rs. 3%,000). The chief
items of expenditure are: general administration (4 lakhs), chief's
establishment (3 lakhs), police (1+6 lakhs), Bhopal Infantry (z lakhs),
Imperial Service Lancers (2 lakhs), State army (3-4 lakhs). The income
of alienated lands is 5-6 lakhs. Since 1897 the British rupee has been
the only legal tender.

Until 1832 the revenue was collected after an appraisemegt of the
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standing crops, and leases were granted for the year only. Since that
date, however, the rates have been settled for terms of years. During
the time of Sikandar Begam the farming of the revenue was abolished.
It is now collected through farmers (mustajirs), but the rates are fixed
by the State pevenue department. "The ordinary rates for irrigated
land of good quality are Rs. 17 to Rs. g per acre, and for irrigated land
of poorer classes Rs. 3 to Rs.2. Unirrigated land pays from Rs. 4 to
R. 1 per acre for %kal/a@ mati, Rs. 4 to 13 annas for dkanwar, and R.1
to 3 annas for the poorest soils. When poppy or sugar-cane is grown,
the rates vary from Rs. 17 to Rs. 11 per acre, and for cotton from Rs. 5
to R. 1. Some highly fertile Jand immediately round the city, called
nau bakdr, where special facilities exist for manuring and watering,
is let for Rs. 32 per acre and produces poppy and garden crops.

Revenue is collected by the State in cash, but cultivators occasion-
ally pay the farmers in kind. In 1837 the first settlement was madc,
for three ycars, the demand being 10 lakhs. Revisions were made
from time to time, and the revenuce fixed in 1855 for fifteen years
amounted to 2o lakhs. The last settlement was made in 1903, for
five years, with a demand of 20-8 lakbs, which gives an incidence of
Rs. 1-13-4 per acre of cultivated land, and 7 annas per acre on the
total area of the State. 'The farmers receive a commission of 10 per
cent. on the revenue collected, and are unable to alter the assessed
rates, but have power to eject a tenant who refuses to pay. The
revenue is collected in four instalments.

An important source of miscellaneous revenuc is opium. A duty of
Rs. 2 was levied on each maund of ¢Ai or crude opium till 1904, when
it was raised to Rs. 6. A further duty of Rs.12 (Rs. 16 since 1904) is
levied by the State on cach chest (140 1b.) of manufactured opium
taken to the Government scales. From 1881 to 1890 this duty
averaged about Rs. 19,000 per annum. During the next decade the
duty averaged Rs.16,000. In 1901 only 613} chests passed the
scales, while 5 maunds were sold retail, the duty being Rs. 7,000, All
opium grown for export is sent to the Government scales in the city.
The fall in the out-turn is due to a series of deficient rains, and the
decrease in the village population, which have made it impossible to
cultivate a crop requiring so much irrigation and attention.

«Excise is levied on country liquor and drugs. The country liquor,
made from the flowers of the makua-tree (Bassia latifolia), is all
distilled at the central warchouse in Bhopil city, whence it is issued
to the holders of contracts for its sale. The revenue from liquor
averages about Rs. 31,000, and from drugs Rs. 9,000, giving an
incidence of about one anna per head of population. In 1go1,
27,553 gallons were made, bringing in Rs. 43,400 duty; and in 1903,
22,044 gallons, bringing in Rs. 35,808. The use of European liquors
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is becoming common among the wealthy inhabitants of the city, but
is quite unknown to the villagers. A duty was formerly levied on
salt passing into the Statc; but this was abandoned in” 1881, the
British Government paying Rs. 10,000 yearly as compensation in
lieu of it. \

The public works department is divided into five sections. The
first is"under the State Enginecr (a European), and is concerned with
all roads (except those of the city), water-works, bridges, staging bun-
galows, and ‘major’ district works generally. The second section is
under the Muhtamim-i-tamirat, and is concerned with palaces, barracks,
and public offices. The third section, under another official, deals
with ‘minor’ works in the districts. The fourth is under the muni-
cipal enginecr, and deals with works in the city. The last section is
concerned only with the Deorki-i-kkas, or private residences of the
chief. The department has done much excellent work. Among the
principal constructions during the last ten years are the water-works
which supply the whole city and its suburbs (costing 18 lakhs),- the
large tent and furniture storchouse in Jahingiribad (2-3 lakhs), the
Lady Lansdowne Hospital for women (Rs. 28,000), the Imperial Service
cavalry lines (5 lakhs), the new Central jail (1-5 lakhs), and metalled
roads (18 lakhs).

A regiment of Imperial Service cavalry, consisting of three squad-
rons of goo of all ranks, is maintained. It is called the Victoria
Lancers, and is commanded by Colonel Sahibzida Ubaid-ullah Khan,
second son of the present ruler. The regiment is composed of five
troops of Muhammadans and one of Sikhs, and costs 2 lakhs a year,
The State troops are divided into two classes, regular and irregular.
The former act as a personal guard to the chief, and are equipped more
or less like native cavalry regiments. They number 1go of all ranks.
A regiment of regular infantry, 536 strong, provides palace guards.
The irregulars, who consist of 396 cavalry and 500 foot, are equipped
in native style, and act as orderlies, and assist the police and district
officials. Besides these, 122 artillerymen, with 24 guns and 50 horses,
are also maintained. The total strength of the State army is 1,744 men,
and its annual cost about 3-4 lakhs.

A regular police force was started in 1857, and now consists of 1,700
of all ranks, giving one policeman to every 4 square miles and to every
333 persons. Constables are paid Rs.5 to Rs,6 a month. They
carry muzzle-loading rifles in the country and truncheons in the city.
A mounted police force is drawn from the sntizamia (irregular) cavalry.
The registration of finger-prints of convicted criminals has been com-
menced. The rural police (chaukidars) perform the duties of watch and
ward in the villages. They also present a weekly report to the nearest
police station in their district, making special reports of Sl,\spicious
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deaths, murders, cases of plague, cholera, or small-pox ; and they assist
the regular police in detecting crime.

A Central jail has been built in Bhopal city, and there are four sub.
ordinate district jails in the #iz@mafs. The total number of prisoners in
1902-3 was 722. The annual expenditure is about Rs. 30,000.

A regular system of education was set on foot by Sikandar Begam in
1860. Shih Jahidn Begam, in order to increase the numbers atténding
school, forbade the employment in any State department of persons
who had not obtained an educational certificate. The number of
schools has risen from 93 in 1881 to 253 in 19o2-3, the number of
pupils in the latter year being 29,232, of whom 295 were girls. The
chief institution is the Sulaiminia high school at Bhopil city., A
special school is maintained in which the State medical officer trains
students in the practice of medicine, on European methods. It usually
contains about 3o students. A girls’ school was started in 1891 where
sewing and embroidery are taught, but an attempt to teach English met
with no support. No fees whatever are levied for education in the
State. The annual expenditure is about Rs. 47,000. In 1901, 4-5 per
cent. of the people (7.9 males and o-9 females) were able to read
and write.

A State Gazette called the Jarida-i-Blhopal is published, which is
purely official in character.

The medical department was organized by Sikandar Begam in 1854,
and a qualified medical officer was appointed. In 1goz-3 there were
two hospitals and six dispensaries, costing Rs. 16,000, with a daily
average attendance of 486 patients. The Lady Lansdowne Hospital,
which was opened in 1891, provides attendance for parda women, and
a midwifery school is attached to this institution. A leper asylum was
opened at Sehorc in 18g1. Medical treatment after the native system
was provided in 19o2-3 at 32 institutions, with a daily attendance of
1,380 patients, at a cost of Rs. 19,000,

Vaccination is growing in popularity, and the total number of
persons vaccinated in 19o2-3 was 25,048, giving a proportion of 38
per 1,000 ¢f population.

There have been three surveys of the State. Nawab Sikandar Begam
first undertook a survey for revenue purposes, land under cultivation
being measured by the Mughal chain. Shih Jahian Begam instituted
a plane-table survéy, and in 1872 the State was surveyed trigonometri-
cally by the Survey of India Department. A regular revenue survey is
now in progress.

Bhopal City (Bhipal).— Capital of the State of the same name in
Central India, situated in 23° 16’ N. and 77° 25" E., on a sandstone
ridge 1,652 feet above sealevel, and occupying together with its
suburbs'an area of 8 square miles, Bhopal is the junction of the
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Midland section of the Great Indian Peninsula and Bhopil-Ujjain
Railways, 521 miles from Bombay.

The city stands on the edge of a great lake, the Pukhta-Pul Talao
(*lake. of the bridge of stone’), with a larger one, the Bara Talao (‘ great
lake?), lying to the west. Few places can boast so picturesque a situa-
tion as Bhopal. From the borders of the great lakes to the summit of
the ridge 500 feet above it, the city rises tier on tier, an irregular mass
of houses, large and small, interspersed with gardens full of big and
shady trees, while in the centre the tall, dark-red minarets of the Jama
Masjid of Kudsia Begam, crowned with glittering golden spikes, tower
above the city. Near the dam which separates the two lakes is a great
pile of white palaces, from which a broad flight of steps leads, through
a lofty gateway, to the water’s edge, while upon the heights, to the west,
stands Dost Muhammad’s fort of Fatehgarh. I'wo lines of fortification
embrace the city, the inner ring enclosing the old town, the Skakri-khas
or ‘city proper,’ and the outer the more modern quarters and suburbs,
The two great lakes which lie at the foot of the town are a notable
feature. The larger is held up by the dam which now separates the two
lakes, built, it is said, by a minister of R3ja Bhoj of Dhar. The second
dam, which retains the lower lake, was built about 1794 by Chhote Khin,
when minister to Nawab Hayat Muhammad. The area of the great
lake is 2} square miles, and that of the lower lake } square mile. The
two are connected by an aqueduct, admitting of the control of the flow
and the regulation of the water-supply of the city, which is drawn from
the lakes. Water is pumped up from the upper lake by an engine, and
from the lower by a water-wheel worked from the overflow.

Tradition relates that the city stands on the site of an old town
founded by Raja Bhoj of Dhar (1010-53), who is credited with the
erection of the old fort, near the quarter of the town still known as
Bhojpura, and till lately used as a jail. A Rani of Rija Udayaditya
Paramara (1059-80), grandson of Bhoj, is said to have founded a temple
known as the Sabha-mandala, which was completed in 1184, and occu-
pied the site on which the Jama Masjid of Kudsia Begam now stands,
It appears, however, that no town of any size existed here, though
possibly one was in contemplation or even commenced. This is easily
accounted for by the declining power of the Paramara chiefs of Dhar at
the period. In 1728 Dost Muhammad built the Fatehgarh fort, and
connected it with the old fort of Riji Bhoj by a wall, which he carried
on till it enclosed a site large enough for the city ; the area so enclosed
is that still known as the Shakr-i-kAds, or * city proper.’

In Nawab Yar Muhammad’s time the capital was situated at Islim-
nagar (23° 22’ N, and 77° 25" E.); but Faiz Muhammad returned to
Bhopal, which has since been the chief town. In 1812-3, during the
attacks by the Nagpur and Gwalior forces, the whole town outfide the
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great wall was laid in ruins, and it was not till Nazar Muhammad’s rule
in the nineteenth century that it commenced to recover. Times were,
however, still unsettled, and the houses erected even then were poor
structures with thatched roofs. Up to the end of Kudsia Begam’s rule,
indeed, the pgpulation consisted mainly of Afghin adventurers seeking
military service, who had no intention of settling down. Nawab Jahangir,
however, tried to induce people to settle permanently and build good
houses. As a preliminary step he himself removed the troops, a some-
what disturbing element, out of the city limits to Jahangirabid on
the south side of the lake. Sikandar Begam on her accession, with
the characteristic energy which distinguished her rule in every branch,
at once set to work to improve the city by making proper roads and
lighting them with lamps. Shah Jahin Begam added many buildings,
of which the Taj Mahal and Bara Mabhal palaces, the great Taj-ul-Masajid
mosque as yet incomplete, the Lal Kothi, the new Central or Prince of
Wales’s Hospital, the I.ady I.ansdowne Hospital for women, and the
new jail are the most important. Many buildings are being added
by the present chief, who is founding the new suburb of Ahmadabad
some distance west of the city.

There are no buildings of antiquarian interest and few of architectural
merit in the city. Many of the streets, however, are by no means
devoid of beauty, the irregularity of the houses which form them,
the sudden turns, and the great gateways which pierce the walls of
bigger dwellings adding much to the picturesqueness. Of individual
buildings, the great unfinished mosque of Shah Jahan Begam is the only
one with any pretensions to architectural merit, though the Jama Masjid
of Kudsia Begam, built of a fine purplered sandstone, and the Moti
Masjid are not unpleasing.  The palaces, an irregular pile of buildings
added to by each successive ruler and constructed without any definite
plan, have little to recommend them. The influence of European
architecture is noticeable everywhere, and markedly so in the buildings
now under construction.

The Fatehgarh fort, built in the usual style, can never have been
a very forpidable stronghold as regards either its position or structure.
It now contains a State granary, an arsenal of old arms, and nine
old guns on the ramparts. A finely illuminated copy of the Koran,
5 feet 24 inches ]ong, is also kept here.

Since the opening of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway line in 1883,
and the Bhopal-Ujjain branch in 1893, the trade of the city has expanded
rapidly and with it the population, which has been: (1881) 55,402,
(1891) 70,338, and (1901) 77,023. Hindus number 33,052, or 43 per
cent. ; Musalmins, 41,888, or 54 per cent. ; and Jains, 1,327.

The principal articles exported are grain, cotton, poppy seeds, #/,
opium, o/, hides, and horns ; the imports are salt, sugar, hardware, and
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piece-goods. The chief industries are weaving and printing of cotton
cloth, the making of jewellery, and the preparation of gutkd, a mixture
of saffron, lime, and other ingredients eaten with betel-leaf, of which the
Bhopil variety is famous all over India. A combined colton-ginning
factory, saw-mill, grass-press, and flour-mill is worked by the State, and
a bulk oil dépot has been established here by a Luropean firm.
Thewity is managed by a municipality, which was constituted in 1go3.
'The members of the committee are nominated by the State and number
39, of whom 5 are officials appointed ex officio, including the State
engineer and medical ofticer ; of the rest, 11 are selected from among
officials, and 23 from non-officials, ‘T'he municipal income is Rs. 50,000
a year, allotted from State revenues. The conservancy, lighting, and
maintenance of roads, demolition of dangerous buildings, and control of
cemeteries are the most important functions of the committee. I'here
is a police force of 416 men under a special officer.  Bhopal contains
a school for the sons of State Sardars under a European principal, and
three other State schools with about Goo pupils, besides numerous
private institutions. Special schools for instruction in medicine and
midwifery are attached to the Prince of Wales’s and Lady Lansdowne
Hospitals ; there are also two girls’ schools, and an industrial school for
females.  Seven hospitals and dispensaries are maintained in the city,
besides three institutions for medical treatment after native methods.
Bhopawar Agency.—A Political Charge under the Lu’f{al India
Agency, lying between #1° 22" and 23° 14" N. and 74" 2° and 76° 31" E,,
with an area of about 7,684 squarc miles. 1t is bounded on the north
by Ratlam, the Indore Residency, Dewias, and Gwalior; on the south
by the Khandesh District of Bombay ; on the east by British Nimar
and the Bhopil State ; and on the west by the Rewa Kantha Agency.
The physical aspects of the Agency vary markedly in different parts.
The two great ranges of the Vindhyas and Satpuras traverse it from
east to west, enfolding between them the broad and fertile valley of
the Narbada. To the north, beyond the Vindhyus, the greater part
of the Dhar State and the Amjhera district lie on the open Malwa
plateau, Below is the Narbada valley, and farther south the moun-
tainous forest-clad region, in which the Ali-Rajpur, Barwani, and Jobat
States lie, known as Bhilwara or the ¢ Bhil country,” a wild and sparsely
inhabited tract. ‘The famous stronghold of MAnpu, the Buddhist
caves of BAgH, and the sacred hill of Bawangaja ntar BARWANI, arc
situated in this charge, while numerous ruined forts, mosques, and
palaces, now buried deep in jungle, testify to its prosperity and impor-
tance in Mughal days, when it formed a part of the Bijigarh sarkdr
of the Sitbak of Malwa.
The population in 1901 was 547,546, of whom Hindus numbered
257,408, or 47 per cent.; Animists, 250,042, or 46 per cent.; 5 Musal-
VOL. Vi, L
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mans, 29,895, or 5 per cent.; and Jains, 9,721. The density is 75
persons per square mile. The Agency contains three towns, Dhar
(population, 17,792), BARWANI (6,277), and Kuksnl (5,402); and
3,031 villages.

The charge was originally divided into two sections, known as the
Bhil and Deputy Bhil Agencies, with head-quarters at Bhopawar and
Manpur respectively. In 1857, after the Political officer’s relidence
at Bhopawar was destroyed by the mutineers, the head-quarters were
removed to Sardarpur, when the officer commanding the Bhil Corps
was entrusted with the political control of the Agency. The civil work
later on proved too heavy, and a separate Political officer was con-
sidered necessary. In 1882, therefore, the Bhil and Deputy Bhil
Agencies were amalgamated, and a regular Agency was constituted
with head-quarters at Sardarpur. Following the creation, in 189,
of the Indore Residency, all but three of the Indore State parganas,
formerly included in this charge, were transferred to the Resident
in 1904. In 1901 the Bagaud pargara of Dewis, made over to the
British Government for administrative purposes in 1828, was trans-
ferred to the Indore Agency. The charge now comprises the treaty
State of DHAR; the mediatized States of JHABUA, BARWANI, ALL-
RAjpur, and Josar; cighteen guarantced thakurdals and bhumiats,
the latter holding chiefly from the Dhar State; the three Indore
parganas of Chikalda, Lawani (see NIMAR ZiLa), and Petlawad (see
INDORE ZiLA); the Gwalior district of AMJHERA; and the British

~district of MANPUR, None of the guaranteed estates receives any
allowance from, or pays any tribute to, the British Government.

The Political Agent exercises the powers of a District Magistrate
and a Court of Sessions within the limits of his charge, except in
States where such powers are exercised by the chiefs, and also on
that portion of the Godhra-Ratlam branch of the Bombay, Baroda,
and Central India Railway which passes through the Jhabua State
east of the Mahi river.

The Agra-Bombay and Mhow-Nimach high roads and the Ratlam-
Godhra branch of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway
traverse the charge.

The Agency comprises the States, portions of States, and estates
shown on the opposite page.

Bhor State.—State in the Poona Political Agency, Bombay, lying
between 18° and 18° 45" N. and 73° 14’ and 73° 15’ E., with an area
of 925 square miles. From the Mahideo Hills in Satdra District
Bhor stretches north-west over the Western Ghats in the south-west
of Poona and east of Kolaba, with a breadth varying from 35 miles
in the south to 15 miles in the north. Above the Western Ghits,
the Mu.vhﬁ flows in the north and the Nira in the south, and below
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the hills the Amba flows south-west. "T'he State is occupied by basaltic
rocks of the Deccan formation. 'The climate of that part which is above
the Ghits resembles that of Poona, and the climate of the portion below
that of Kolaba. The rainfall varies from 26 inches at Vichitragarh
to 139 inches at Sudhdgarh. The annual fall at Bho! averages 37
inches,

Areain| Popula-
Name, Title. Caste, clan, &c. | square | tion,
miles. 1901.
I Rs,

1. Dhar (portion) .| IL H. Raja.| Ponwar Maratha | 1,763 | 140,700| 9,00,000
2. Jhabua +| 1L H.Raja. | Rathor Rajput .| 1.336 | 80,889 1,10,000

Total
revenue.

! 3. Barwani . .{Rand . .|Sesodin Rajput .| 1,178 | 76,136 | 4,00,0c0
i 4 AN-Rdjpur. .| Rana . .| Rathot Rajput .| 836 [ 50,185 1,00,000
5. Jobat . . .| Rana ., .| Rathor Rajput .| 140 | 09,443 21,0C0
6. Bakhtgarh . ..|Thakur .|Ponwir Rajput. 05 | 0,774 60,000
7. Bhdrudpura .|Bhiimia  .!Bhilala . . 22 1,259 6,000
8. Barkhera (ch/kote) | Bhiimia .| Bhilala . . 33 1,929 5,000
¢ 9. Barkhera (mofa) .| Bhitmia . |Bhilala . . 44 | 6,027 25,000
1o. Chiktidbar . .| Bhitmia .| Bhilila 2 283 825

1, Dhotria (or Bhai-
sola) . .| Thakur .| Rathor Rajput . 16 3,040 12,000

12. Garhi (or Bhai-
sikho) . .| Bhiimia .| Bhilala . . 6 564 3,000
13. Jamnia ., .| Bhimia .| Bhilala . . 40| 3,877 24,000
14. Kachhi-Baroda .{Thakwr  .|Rathor Rijput . 44 2,783| 30,000
5. Kali Baori , .| Bhimia .| Bhildla . . 12 1,646 ,000
16. Kathiwara ,  .|[Thakur .| Jadon Rajput . 69 | 3,423 4,000
17. Kathoria .;Bhimia  .|Bhilala . o e 2,000
18, Kothideh .| Bhiimia . |Bhilala . . 10 328 1,400
19. Mathwar . .| Rana . .| Ponwar Rijput . 65 1,022 4,00¢
' 20, Multhan . Thakur .} Rathor Rajput . gl 7.044| 60,000

I\ 21, Nimkhera (o;
| Tirla) . .| Bhimia .| Bhilala . . 1 ,641 18,000
9 4

22, Rajgarh . Bhitmia .| Bhilala . . 20 682 5,000
'13. Ratanmal . .{ Thakur .| Ponwir Rajput . 32 1,300 §,000
24 Manpur (British; | ... .. 6o 4,890 19,800
25. Gwalior (portion) | ... ... o | 1,275 | 96,426] 58000
20, Indore (portion) .| ... ... 443 | 39,343| 1,506,600
Railways and
militarystation| ... ... 3.410

Total | 7,684 | 547,546 | 20,36,635

NOTE.—The areas of Nos. 6-15, 17,18, 20, 21, and 22 have also been included in their parent
States of Dhar, Gwalior, and Indore.

Bhor is one of the feudatories of the Satira State, having been
bestowed upon Shankriji Nariyan, Pant Sachbiv, in 1697 by Rija
Ram, the son of Sivaji, for his services. The family of the chief are
Brahmans, and hold a sanad authorizing adoption. They follow the
tule of primogeniture, and the succession has been maintained by
several adoptions. The State was allied with the British Government
by a treaty of 1820, and became a feudatory like other Sitdra jdgirs
on the lapse of the Satara State in 1849. From that year to u887 it

L2
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was under the political control of the Collector of Satdra, but was
then transferred to Poona. The chief has the title of Pandit of Bhor
and Pant Sachiv, and ranks as a first-class Sardar of the Deccan,
A tribute of Rs. 10,000, being the commuted value of an elephant
subsidy once annually furnished by the chief, is paid to the British
Government. The present chief has enjoyed a personal salute of
9 guns since the Delhi Darbar of 1903, in recognition of his loyalty
and efficient administration.

‘The population was 137,268 in 1yo1, compared with 155,699 in
1891, inhabiting one town (BHok) and 483 villages. Shirwal, a
municipal village, contains a series of Buddhistic caves of the same
plain type as KarAp in Satira District. Hindus number 135,000
and Musalmians 1,700. 'The principal castes arc Brahmans (5,000),
Marathas (75,000), Kunbis (14,000), Dhangars (5,000), and Mahars
(14,000). Except a few cotton-weavers, the great majority of the
people are supported by agriculture,

The prevailing type of soil is red. About 404 square miles are
occupied for cultivation. The principal crops are rice and zdglhi, A
small arca of land is irrigated from wells and fair-season dams, The
arca of forests is 104 square miles. Iron-smelting, formerly of some
importance, has been abandoned, and the State is poor in industries.
‘The chiéf roads are the Mahad-Pandharpur (cart-road), Poona-Belgaum
(mail-road), and the Poona-Panvel road down the Bhor ghar. Bhor
contains seven post offices managed by the State, and is one of the
States in Bombay which have postal arrangements of their own,

The State suffered scverely from famine in 1896-7 and again in
1899-1900. Relief measures were necessary on both occasions. In
the latter famine the maximum number of workers was 2,000, and
nearly Rs. 63,000 was spent on famine relief.  The State has also
suffered from plague. '

Bhor is under the political supervision of the Collector of Poona,
and the administration is conducted in close accordance with British
laws. Criminal and civil justice are administered by the chief him-
self, with« the aid of subordinate courts. Except that the trial of all
persons for capital offences requires the Political Agent’s sanction,
the Pant Sachiv exercises full criminal and civil powers, and his
decision in such cases is not subject to appeal to the Political Agent.
‘The revenue is 3} lakhs, chiefly derived from land (24 lakhs), excise
(Rs. 20,000), and forests (Rs. 11,000). The State has recently (1896-9)
been surveyed and the rates of assessment vary from Rs.12 to one
anna per acre. 'This settlement enhanced the revenue by Rs. 24,500.
The State contains two municipalities, BHor and Shirwal, with an
aggregate income in 1903-4 of Rs. 5,240, The police force consists
of 2r5cmen. There are 43 schools with 1,545 pupils. The Bhor
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dispensary treated 19,256 patients in 19o3-4 at a cost of Rs. 2,000.
In the same year 3,716 persons were vaccinated.

Bhor Town.—Chief town of the State of Bhor, Bombay, situated
in 18° ¢’ N. and 73° 53’ E., 25 miles south of Poona. Population
(rgo1), 4,178 Itis admnustered as a municipality, wnh an income of
Rs. 4,190 in 1903—4.

Bhor Ghat.—Pass across the Western Ghits, in Poona District,
Bombay. Se¢e BORGHAT.

Bhosari.—Village in Poona District, Bombay. See BHAvsARI.

Bhowal.—Petty State in the Khasi Hills, Assam. The population
in 1901 was 865, and the gross revenue in 1903-4 was Rs. goo. The
principal products are rice, millet, bay-leaves, black pepper, and lime.

Bhowini,—River in Coimbatore District, Madras. See BHAvVANI.

Bhuban Hills.— A range of hills projecting from the Lushai system
into the south of Cachar District, Eastern Bengal and Assam. They
run north and south between 24° 15" and 24° 45" N. and 92° 52’ and
93° 5" E., on the eastern border of the District, forming the watershed
hetween the Bardk and Sonai rivers. Their height varies from 700 feet
to 3,000 feet, and their slopes are very precipitous. They are formed
of sandstones and shales of Tertiary origin, thrown into long folds. A
temple sacred to Bhuban Baba, a local name for Siva, stands on the
summit of a hill about 30 miles south-east of Silchar. Manipuris,
up-country men, and garden coolies resort to this place on the occasion
of the Sivaritri, the Sripanchami, and the Barunisnan festivals, when
they bathe in a tank in the neighbourhood of the temple, and make
offerings at the shrinc.

Bhuban Town.—Town in Dhenkanil, one of the Orissa Tributary
States, Bengal, situated in 20° 53’ N. and 85° 50" E,, on the north
bank of the Brihmani river, about 14 miles from Jeniipur station on
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Population (19o1), 6,788. Bhuban has
a local reputation for its manufacture of bell-metal ware.

Bhubaneswar.—Temple city of Siva in the Khurda subdivision of
Puri District, Bengal, situated in 20° 15’ N. and 85° 50" E., 3 miles
from the Bengal-Nigpur Railway. Population (1901), 3,053 Its
traditions date from remote antiquity, when it was distinguished
for nothing more than a single mango-tree (ekdmravana), whence the
name Ekamratirtha. .

Bhubaneswar was the great seat of Saivism in ®rissa, and all the
great temples here are consecrated to the /ingam, the emblem of the
‘great god’ Mahideo. It is said that it was originally intended as
a rival of Benares, and that no details were omitted to make it an exact
counterpart of its prototype. Tradition attributes the foundation of the
various temples at Bhubaneswar