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Great Debate Is On

JUST 1984, we in the Deendayal Research Institute, decided to
Oct. 28, a one-day in-depth seminar on national consensus for
reconstruction. Letters went out to about forty leaders of
: . This letter said :
1 iments from :
With best Comp I f country has come quite some way since 1947. But it has a long
o before it becomes the strong, united and happy India of our

are no doubt material hurdles in the way. But vastly more
¢ are the mental, moral and emotional factors. In this sphere,
questions in the mind of thinking Indians, are :

 How do we forge unity without imposing uniformity ?

" How do we reconcile group expectations with preception of
‘national interest ?

fow do we chanmelise people's energies in national reconstruction ?
“also invited the participants to send notes for consideration.

response was very good. Among those who conveyed their
were Sarva Shri Achyut Patwardhan, Badruddin Tyabji,
ira, Rustamiji, B.G. Verghese, Ashis Nandy, Aroon Shourie,
, Igbal Masud, Claude Alvares. Shri M. Hidayatullah regret-
ility to come all the way from Bombay so soon after he had
the Vice-Presidency in Delhi, but wrote to say: “I’am in
iith what you are doing.”

Reliable Haulers & Shipper

Private Limited
24, R. N. Mukherjee Road,
CALCUTTA - 700 001.

 Bilkees Latif, wife of the Governor of Bombay, wrote that but
Ior engagements, she would have loved to join in the discussions.

ere received from Sarva Shri M.V. Kamath, Sita Ram Goel,
f, Dr. Sujit Dhar, H.V. Seshadri, A.R. Shervani. Shri Romesh
itor ‘Seminar’, suggested the incorporation of the following
statement that may be adopted at the seminar :

Phones : 235396, 222168

0 many of us, described in babu English as VIPs or VVIPs,
much involved in repeating our pet theories, but have never
n the trouble to assess them against experience and new
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2 The consensus frame has to be a decentralised political structurg
There is no other way.

s which cannot relate themselves to the kind of India we want
erae into exercises in disembodied words.” :

rote to him : “You have hit the ‘nail’ on the head when you
must first be clear about the kind of India we want. Lets
men of goodwill gathering here on Oct. 28 will be able to agree
sion of India”. And Shri Haksar responded : “If, as you say, 1
he nail on the head’, how then do we set about designing the
one were to proceed by way of an analogy with a piece of
we |1.|usl ask ourselves : What shall be the building blocks of
qr, if we change the analogy and think in terms of the weay-
;::;icv.?: must ask oursd:/:s : What shall be the warp and the

3. The society we are part of, will, around the year 2000 AD,
anything around 1000 millions—and this influences the *“textug
ing”.

The priorities concern housing and transport, education g
training for jobs, health and enyironment, productivity and {ig
nature of progress or growth, and our external neighbourhoog
its relationship to the world. All this for 1000 millions.
Fir

£

5, The alternative has to be based on this conciousness.
us shareit. Second, let us realise that our model cannot
imitative of others, Third, the society we build must have i

dignity to stand on its own. Fourth, it must integratc itsel

multi-culturally, in mutual self-respect, and in moral and cthicg
bases which are largely common. This is the meaning of Indiaf
democracy, Indiam secularism and the Indian sense of econor i :
e o O :x:::::z:;] :‘lznwwecav;si:; :wxy our diversities—linguistic,

g - 2 subsume these diversities within

frame or bring them within the frame of Vedanta or Quaran
1f we are to organise ourselves within a_ framework rooted in

0 shallinterpret a Sutra ot an Ayath or sermon on. the mount

ing of a Jataka story ? What shall we do to the primordial

K of our ancient society which is Jafi 2 What is the relevance

rama Dharma to the vision of Tndia? Even if we were ¢

ige in our country, how come that it is still not a communl!y".:

§ casy to ask these questions, but it is extremely difficult to find
Weare not a Tabula rliia.” We have a long and continuous
is valid in this past and also relevant to the designing or

justice which we call socialistic.

national consensus buttressa decentralised federal structure

involyement and governance. We have to find ways of providi
and nouri ticularly at this hour of n

All clse 8

better

“These five points should surface, if carefully elaborated.
opium. And the sooner you chase away the opium-peddiars the
or yow'll be back to the starting point.”

Shri P.N. Haksar wrote to say that he would have made it a point &
attend, had it not been for a prior important engagement abroad on
dates.  He added :

“In the meantime I thought T should share with you my difficuli
And one of my major difficulty is that I just cannot think about ‘men
moral-and emotional factors’ as isolates. I have even greater difficulty §
d means of channelising ‘people’s energics’ Y resurrecting Gandhi's concept of trusteeship which Gandhi ji

e cirectl  life time could not enforce ? What really are the reasons for

on unless 8u-Sikh divide, Hindu-Muslim divide, Hindu-Christian divide, the

Ween the Nagas, the Mizos, the Khasis etc. and the rest of us?

ming that we could design a vision, what instrument needs tobe

converting that design into an edifice ? What political instru-
necessary without sacrificing, in any way, democracy 2

h

ime {0 be in the state in which we are and the most palpable
rable thing is the persistence of mass poverty and mass illi-

thinking about ways an
national jon, The very word
Similarly, how can we channelise encrgies for reconstructi
create an architectural design or a vision of India ? It seems to mc
without a vision of India, we can hardly exhort anyone to respor
moral exhortations or bring about appropriate mental attitudes or
rate emotional fervour.

nd

Sponse to our next note, Shri Haksar said : “Reading through
declaration as well as the points raised by Dr. Sujit Dhar and
Sudarshan, T felt that there is great need for a debate and dis-

“ admit that my knowledge and experience is very limited. But
what little T know and have learnt, Ihave come to the conclusion &
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cussion with an open mind. How, for instance, valid is the classifi autonomy of our institutions—whether it is the Courts, the
of peoples of India between those who profess a faith of indigenoyg 5, the Press or the federal constitution—must be safeguarded
origin and those who profess faith of foreign origin? The whole of gthened.

Europe and America follow a faith of totally foreign origin. So do the
Buddhists outside India, be they in Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tndo-Ching
states, China or Japan. A large number of adivasis of India have embras
ced foreign faith, namely Christianity. Do we then divide the people of
India in terms of their religion ? Do we explain conflicts or divisivenes
within our country based on Jati? Where do we fit in the conflicts iy
Punjab? There are so many questions which we need to debate ang
discuss in the light of reason and facts. ~All this makes me feel very sad
that 1 will not be there to participate in the discussion as I am leaving
New Delhi on the 27th of October and shall not be back until 22nd of
November.

jay an air of violence hangs over the land. A man’s life, limb
may be taken with impunity. Particularly reprehensible is the
ine in the respect for women. Any Government worth the
secure the citizen’s life, liberty and honour,

s o our traditional freedom of thought and belief, our Society

been, and will always be, pluralist. There can be diversity

jon—unity without uniformity. Differences are inevitable in a

d and vibrant society. But we don’t have to exaggerate them—

ate them. Problems are there to be solved. We must never

we are one people, children of the same motherland—and act

We must integrate intel-culturally, in mutual self-respect,

ical bases which are largely common. In this context

‘urge the introduction in schools, of moral education that will be
ninational and character-building.

““Whatever view of history one might take and whatever philosophicall
stand one might adopt, each would have to relate itself to our problems
Some of the problems are relatively quantifiable, i.e. extent of poverty
extent of illiteracy, wide prevalence of malnutrition among our children
Very unequal distribution of assets in the rural and urban areas of ouf
country etc. etc.”

r need we stop at sch

ol. The family is the cradle of every nation,
on Parents must take a more active and positive interest in
Although Shri Haksar could not attend, his three comments became althy Sanskars in their children.

a valuable contribution to the discussion

s D o Wit readlE STHE Count every clime and time, the men of idealism are the salt of the carth.
has come a long way since 1947. But it hasa much longer way to 508 d’::‘;’; lﬁi ;::‘r' “'}dz:]scuu ym\gﬁl vmcnhxnd \v«?llnen ;hould come
before it becomes the united, strong and happy land of onr dreams off e !up~ ly such a total and concerted
yester-years. Meanwhile the country is actually regressing on many vita 4 'y out of the present rut and take it forward.
fronts, More and more millions are falling below the Poverty Line cvery§
year. The autonomy of institutions has been eroded. A general atmos
phere of asatya and himsa fills the air. In the minds of thoughtful peopk
a question-mark has appeared over the future of India. This must not be

| Seminar was held on Oct. 28 and its Report appears in the
pages. However, on Oct. 31, a great tragedy hit the country.
was assassinated. And  that d:luyed the preparation and
n Qllhe Seminar Report
“A brief fifteen years hence, at the turn of the century, India will b8
a full thousand million strong. We must so organise our affairs betimesy
that this teeming population becomes a healthy happy mass of humanity
The economy must be so reorganised as to maximise production and Fadesh in August last very much shocked the country. The whole
spread the fruits of labour far and wide. There must be Food for All led to be a body-below to our federal system, which ensures
Work for All, Health for All, Education for All And above all ther@ 10 the states. This section throws much light on the position of
must be Justice for All. The Directive Principles of State Policy cof hor as contemplated by the framers of the constitution—and the
cerning the uplift of the poor, as enunciated in the Constitution, mus} heir powers by the Governors during the last 34 years. It will
be implemented without any further loss of time. the greatest interest.

LE THE FIRST PART of llus issue of ‘MANTHAN’ deals with
7“ minar, Part IT deals with State-Centre relatios Events in

“Today most of our rivers have been polluted, our air fouled, o
forests felled. The integrity of our Environment must be restored.
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This volume bears scrutiny two years later. I strongly recommend it
to the participants of the seminar and considering that the contribuiorg
have made several detailed recommendations, I don’t feel it is necessary
for me to repeat them here and now.

The young are looking for the leadership unselfish, the vision

fied, the task beyond their strength. Once this is unfolded (as in

the Ganga with the Kaveri) the people will look beyond their
pectations. See what the Ekatmata Yajnya achieved.

Having said that, let me make some additional and brief obser. 3 i
: Free the Universities from the stranglehold of the govern-

mit each college to hold its own examinations, give its own
Let Universities stick to research and post-graduate work without

irdened with holding examinations,

vations :

ONE : As long as Mrs Indira Gandhi remains at the helm of affuirs
I honestly don’t see any positive action being taken towards the goals vet
have in mind. 1 would imagine that the first order of priority is to defea . . v
Congress (I) at the forthcoming elections. That should be, and is. the B which the entire community
immediate objective, over-riding everything else. o £ s afforestation of hills, repair of ancient

TWO : To forge national unity, we must first undo one fact that B i
been the cause of national disunity, namely, the linguistic state purposely stated my views in a simplistic manner, rather than
hem in high-falutin’ language.

These states should be scrapped at the earliest possible moment: B e b i
They have done more harm than good and pitched one segment of the B g *'*’{P"'cd so_that people can get
e e o Justice. . What can we expect of people who spend a major

ir lite seeking elementary justice ?

THREE : Furthermore, the very concept of a megastate must
done away with. The unit should be the district which should be encouras
ged to order its own priority consistent with the interests of the nation
a whole. Twould be happy to enlarge on my concept of a unitary form df

government.

(Kalyanpur House, Third Road, Khar, ‘Bombay-400052)

How Hinduism Survived
b in Hindustan

FOUR : We must get the government off our backs and give the tas

of national reconstruction back to the people.
] W :

jsm” or “socialistic pattern of socicty oo JLACHHERE ny
ua

s a struggle between a quite
possession was a recently

FIVE : The concept of “‘soci

alien to our national genius, must_be given the go-by. More people d alain, whose inner worth ven thlr eaders were not yet abls

been pushed down the Poverty Line since Avadi. Let Private Enterprisé Snatinet e ran old civilization whose superiority they might
= . S Teraatdy ver the national economi§ tively felt, but tried to compensate for their lack of und

adequately tamed by proper safeguards, take over the nati Of it by showing an exaggerated contempt.. er-

ple for a change ?

Why not try out the Trusteeship Prin
O WAYS were open to the Hindus; conversion to Islam, or

0 their own shell and living as if i idis

1 g as it were ina ghetto, avoiding
hn%v sort with the hated oppressors. The majority chose mleg
¥ What the Brahmins as protectors of their culture achieved

SIX : Sell all the Public Sector companies to private bodies i
well-ordered manner, Swap. the enormous amount of black money 19 et o
floating in the economy

calls for ima ; rving Hindu culture
G s for i s undoubtedly o the

SEVEN : Bring the Ganga down to Kanyakumari and put

enormous energies of the people (o constructive u
nd the harnessing of our national talent of ‘which there i
' contribution to The India of Our Dreams)

nation
abundance. (see Karanji
Call for volunteer service from the young. They will respd

illielm yon Pochhamer, German Consul in India, 1924-1947,
in his book ‘India’s Road to Nationhood.)

EIGHT
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unified national consciousness of the people can be roused only
ling to the inherent spirit of nationalism dormant in every heart.
L and foremost aspect of this spirit is to look upon Bharat not
S a territorial entity but as our adored Motherland where our
life has been unfolding itself over the past scores of centurics.

Thinking
Workers and
Working
Thinkers—
That's What

We Need

Writes

experience of our recent freedom struggle, when invocations like
Mata Ki Jai” and ‘Vande Mataram’, inspired thousands to sacrifice
s in the cause of the nation, and broke down all barriers of caste,
, language and province, and gave rise to a great national

should be proof-positive, of the efficacy of this appeal of the
ed concept and vision of our Motherland.

&

e integrated vision of a single national entity can be evoked by
ng to the noble and sublime cultural values embodied in the lives
ages of our great national heroes, seers and saints. This moral,
‘and spiritual cthos is common to all groups and denominations in
iry although their external outfits are of a wide variety.

MM Seshactl ey he call to live up o this priceless heritage of Bharat (which has also
RSS in charge, South India 5 .
hgle fuctor in bringing about  the unity of mind and purpose for
ople.

ITH REFERENCE to your three questions which are extrend ;

relevant to the. present day situation, hereare three aspects v i
may somewhat help in arriving at certain commonly agreed lines of aciiod

We could fire the imagination and emotions of our people with
5 and ideals, the necessary national motivation of our people
achieved.

1. What can be the motivation for our people to involve. thenseli

voluntarily in the gigantic process of national reconstruction ? 5 WHO is to take the lead in rousing this sense of national pur-

e among all sections of our people ? Obviously, those who are
lves committed to these ideals and are prepared to serve, suffer and
€ for their fulfilment. They alone can carry conviction to others.
s and not mere precept—well, that is what is required.

2. Who is to take the lead in this process ?

3. How should they proceed ? What are the practical ways ther ik
10 adopt ?

such living examples will have to be provided by men of charac-
ought and action, in every field of national activity. Mere intellec-
Without corresponding action, is sterile, Unfortunately, our
s have woefully failed in this crucial aspect of matching their
th their intellectuality. That is why they have alienated them-
. Om the mass of people and have little impact on them. The
ul } experience of how, many intellectuals betrayed their much-
3 ideals of democracy, freedom of speech, freedom of association,
10F press etc., during the Emergency, should serve as an eye-opener

[HE ONE CHIEE REASON for the present-day all-round depres®
I lies in a lack of right motivation at all levels. Right kind of
yation alone can make the people rise above their personal untiw‘c
Joyalties and interests, and hold their loyalty to the overall national
supreme.

1tis obvious that the distinguishing feature of our Bharatiya ¢
of recognising and reinforcing unity amidst diversity alone can bri -
the harmonisation of group expectations with those of national in
and ofstrengthening the roots of unity without steam-rolling !
into a dead uniformity.

he varl
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The responsibility, therefore, devolves on action-oriented intellectuals,
to give the lead.

to the task 7

OV SHOULD such motivated persons apply themsely

a) Education is the most vital field where the upcoming generation,
has to be imbued with the correct perspective of national prioris
ties and motivation to put in their best in the task of national
reconstruction. Education should, therefore, be totally freed

terference. Experts in the field should have

from political in
this regard,

unfettered freedom to formulate the guidelines
Care should be taken to see that no religious pressure groups or
political “isms” distort the right type of national pattern of
. A body of educationists and social thinkers, endoved

educatios
with the right perspective, men who would pursue the project

with vigour and determination, should be constituted towards!

this end.

) Journalists, who are one of the more potent agencies influencing
the public mind, should be urged to highlight the positive and§
reassuring aspects of public life so as to dispel the preset
difidence and infuse confidence in the success of efforts fof
setting things right. The undeserved publicity often given 0
avowedly anti-national persons and movements, only helps boost

their image.

Forums  of enlightened newspaper readers, radio listeners and
TV viewers at least in all state capitals, could act as watch-dog
to raise their voice against any misuse of mass media, whicl§
leads to the degeneration of moral and cultural standards.

) Teachers constitute another powerful factor in shaping
character and calibre of the coming generation. Special cfforts
should be made to involve them more and more in the task &

1984
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The police is another crucial force, which has
B i 4 B
3 ;r::gn::i,‘; leading (0 increasingbreskdown of :\:«u:{‘.:loyrém
ts and crimes. One of the chief reasons, as is well kngyn 1.
political interference. We should come up with suttsple .
tional and legal provisions to free them from mephrr o,
s as been done in the western dem e
aison  committees comprising of representativ i
:::l.;:_:ins;.:)en(s. for_ improving their mutual zid:r;:::.?
w n in eliminating anti-social 5
exploiting any untoward situation, could also be
The people can be encrgised orily when they
mesing o i poscve reule, Corraton s e
et where, I some slid reslls could be show, the publc il
fiarally be slectifid. Pubicegal commitices (as in U5.0)
hrough which public—spirted lawyerscan legally tacklecassof
s ect large sections of society, can be one
leavour. e

i NE
itu-
: hes,
ocracies. The usefulness of

elements  from
considered.

We have to start identi
\ s entifying such
integrity is sought to be challen, e

L 3 , under separati
‘gSU s orn‘;;‘ngudge or religion or race (‘Dravidasthan’ ’thl"\mm
ns of £ et
e Soil’ theory etc.). All such dogmas, whether - lm'ﬂn ‘
i suc nas, political,
impair the integrated loyalty to
a whole, will ha i
g : 3 have to be effe
T d. We have to expose all such forces inside d C‘W'c,y
e country, which aim at the de-stabilisati e
our national fabric. i
Towards this end,
directly into the

and disruption of

all :lnds of funds flowing from foreign source

::r" s of S(!f‘lﬁ\', religious and political bodlc;

e cha,,ne;::ii ro(,u»emmenl should enact suilablé
Teign money th

e : 'y through goverr

gency only, and also keep constant watch avc% mge el

of that money by the concerned agencies vent

. The various teachers’ organisations 18
could be hed for their views af

I do hope that

I every one of us who h i

[ ave positively res,
icipaliorl:-lsaldc you haye launched will, in addition to hi‘:m;drml -

" . also apply himself to any special field of his chofeg. =
ome vp with some positive results g

harnessing youth power.

their co-operation.

¢) All such voluntary social and cultural organisations which 2%

genuinely interested and are actively engaged in the pursui®

t may also be advi:
; sabl
of the objectives we have in mind, should be contacted and the le to follow u;

i annual feature for sharing of expe

p the present initiative by making
A riences and planning for future,
(Keshay Krupa, Shankarpuram, Bangator e-560004)

co-operation sought.




Dr. Sujit Dhar

Shri K. §. Sudarshan

Firm Commitment to
Three Principles

Say
Dr. Sujit Dhar

and
K. S. Sudarshan

A g . mEe
1. How to forge unity without imposing uniformity ?

A) This will be easy to bring about if lher‘c is an intrinsic rcs‘n:‘:’l

for h of thought and a = ;h; _pc]( ‘;M
Unity in diversity being the fundamental principle odlv ‘s‘ =
those religions which had their roots here, did .nol T-n v‘t “‘, i
{o get assimilated into a general pattern of social li c,h»_\l m“ e
could preserve their own special characteristies, ! ]l ci;‘w g
same time they respected others’ point o_r view and in ¢‘\e1 e
tion that followed, influenced and %ol influenced byfcac: .
The Syrian Christians and the Parsis could also conform

| these years has been rather an uncas

| we can proceed to th

- Unity envisages a firm commitment to a few

<
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general pattern. But those of our countrymen who haye accepted
faiths originating in other lands during the course of history
are yet to evolve a proper theological rationale which will make
them accept diversity asa fact of life because they lay greater
stress on uniformity. The co-existence that has been there all
Y one, often experiencing
in the process, creating a crisis of confi-
dence; which is there for all to see. Hence the question which
has to be deeply thought over is how to bring about the
the common men of
ill make ‘them accept diversities of thought
of convenience but out of conviction, Then
he questiqn of unity.

stresses and strains and,

principles. In the
national context they should be :—

). Primary loyally to the motherland :—This also does not pose

any problem to those who are following faiths born in this
land or those who

concept of brotherhood fostered by those fa
national. During times of erises they
dilemma of choosing between loyalty
loyalty to the faith. How can this dilemma_ be resolved so
that a faithful is not inhibited in discharging his duties
towards his motherland even though  the opposing nation
may predominantly belong to the same faith. What can be
the theological formulations ?

are faced with the
to the country and

Respect for common ancestry :— Change of faith should not
Warrant a repudiation of our own forefathers, Respect for
common ancestry forms one of the greatest bonds of unity.
But the process in which the alien faiths were brought into
this land expected from the new adherents to cut themselves
Off from their pastand adopt mores and manners of the
conquerors. This resulted in a vast majority of people
adopting the new faiths rejecting their common ancestry,
thus snapping the very bond which bound them with their
countrymen. TIn Iran and Indonesia and Japan, howe
the picture is quite different where even after adopting a
new faith they have not snapped their ties With their earlier
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i) Microplans to be chalked out at the

2ram panchayat level to
be_subsequently integrated in the plans of the next higher

units, and thus reaching the national leve), Necessary exper-
tise (0 be provided at all levels to engble people to participate
thoaningfully in the planning process, which wil inspire
them to actively co-operate in its execution also.

i / w k pride in the

this country who 00

stors. Those few in try wh e

st heritage have found a niche in the hhca 3

b o oy ariboas il be em ek

gmp: L S

y the co

consideration

The ong

SRS St

Acceptance of the unifying principle afm: ]a:ame 1

ic reality be given any .

i cosmic reality may ) 5

uhlma;i‘l\g upon the level of enlightenment Er an‘) “‘e.:

: whid

dec‘:?ons of the people. This has been lh; hed;‘c?" “(;n " h]‘Ch‘

v has been buil N

ious edifice of our country ! .

S v e e o o Gl s i
: ;

oy L The only unifying factor in this plethora oh 0 ;

‘mrs}.:pddesses is the general agreement lhald\(:,:,::?

ey s the same ultimate omnipresent and omniss

e Acceptance of this principles

ii) - Processing facilities to convert the raw materials into finished
products to be provided at the village Jevel itself, which wil]

reverse the unhealthy migration of men anq money from the
village to the city

i) Small-scale technology to be so evolved as to augment the
capacity. of individual workers without creating unemploy-
ment by replacing labour. Family to pe made the basic unit
for planning ;
Sy ‘;si?ley"::"e:;aselylisatiun ‘which, now-a-days
T\b“atisreu:)n;«, with pofitics than genuine inner urge
as m

W), Areas of operation of small, medium and large sectors (o
be well defined to prevent unhealthy competition;

+ V) Persons having higher qualifications (o pe debarred from

dobs requiring lower quaifications. This w1 tend to reduce
the present rush. for higher education, which is there more
for_ensuring jobopportunities than, Ut of a gemuine urge
for knowledge;

nt ese principles Wi g ¢ necessa
i Il bring about th
these principles Wil
Commitment to

i iformity
national unity without imposing uniformity.

e s

A xpectations with per b

I1. How to reconcile group ”f’, i he western model of political institutions, no quite in tune
of national interest ! 1 e realities of Indian life, has put a prempun on di

Sfcaste, crecd, sect, religion, language g

Exbloited by politicians by dishing out hyr.

sions
Wwhich are easily

r hemsel y i areas 0
Ives mainly in the a
Group expectations manifest themss truths and even

ryvations a ici r. Both, if nol
f political powes

jons and b) sharing o

a) job reservation:

ituations going counter to. wider nationd falsehoods to inflame passions for (heir immediate narrow,

ly tackled, may create situations going political ends, setting in motion rends that gy ultimately detri-

LSl | mental to wider national interest, The cacge system, once evolyed

o Janning, relying heavily on capital-intensive westerd . part of socio-cconomic planning,  though it fac been
4) Faulty planning, relying

ing li ce t0 the Tndian situation. 1
et Bl e o sekers ur o
oy of jobs availble, The resuling heayy corp
i majorty of them frustrated This frsa
e based on ol
e e compet
el Political leaders are always ther

reduced to total irrelevance in (he contemporary context, it has
been kept alive by the politicians because of its. vote-catching
Ppotency.
frangely cnough the journalists also have contributed to the conti.
of caste consciousness by basing their electoral calculations ‘mostly
factor. Hence alternative Systems, more attuned o our
ments, will have to be debated seriously so as to reduce stress on
Of caste, creed, religion etc. For example, the Lists System and
4l Representation System may go 4 long way in curbing emphasis
and similar other factors,

;3 ality, the casualties. er planning
Md|q“|] |I\cyﬂlua|ion. Hence the urgency Ofpmli 1 I{’n reduci
e thie work for_all,_ This wil be instrumen e
e W . reducing

SR e and mmbymnmg .3
Al s

tensions.

could be made here :
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The very concept of India being a multinational State and its consii-
tution, a federal one, is a distortion of reality. Since ages, this country,
bounded by the Himalaya and the seas, has been one nation in the minds
of the people, bound by strong cultural ties. Hence a unitary constitution,
with proper devolution of political and economic powers at various levels,
is a must. The old 52 Janapadas with proper modifications could provide
a model worth trying.

A concerted effort should be made to make the people realise that
diversity is the greatest stimulant to progress and we are fortunate to have
{he maximum amount of diversity of tastes, languages, religions, traditions,
customs and manners. All those points that unify us, and the philosophy
sustaining it, should be stressed by making them an integral part of our
educational curricula which could have two components—first, an all-India
component stressing the basic. unity and. its underlying principles and,
second, the regional component stressing the local specialities, with special
emphasis on how they enrich the nation as a whole.

National
Unity
Possible

. only on a
Hindu Base

The medium of Education, Administration and Justice should be in: s
people’s own languages, with a common all-India_technical, administraiive ays
and legal vocabulary and one of our national languages to act as the link

language. Study of foreign languages should be optional.

Sita Ram Goel

i
|

How do we for: . o
i : g or SN :
III. How do we channelise people's energies in Jorge unity without imposing uniformity ?
i ion ? -

national reconstruction / ' To my mind, this question raises another and a more fund

lion : unity among whom ? fundamen-

Educate the people to nof depend on the Government for solus

a)
tion of all their problems. It is their own job. Government caf One proposition is that our couniry consists of a congl
- i ! onglomerati
imatal munities and cultures which have (o  be integrated ngo. 5 pik
d some concepts borrowed o
: 1 Tom the modern We Y
b)  Involve the people in the plan-making process. il erperience, i
o Voluntary agencies should be geared o act as motivators A ot
] nother proposition is that there exists in this country a national

and a national culture, with which the communities.

inspiring people o participate in nation-building activities and
Sed by foreign invasions, should come to terms,

also mobilising the bureaucracy to provide the necessary matcrid
and technical inputs for the projects.

and cultures

ﬁn'[rl.he ;Tiry\dlen"gv fathers of the Indian Republic prefered the first
i isaged India as a_conglomeration of communities
nd hoped that this chaos could be converted into

the help of the Constitution they had framed.

Tnnumerable organisations, which have already accomplised astonis
ing results in different parts of the country in this direction, could %
brought together to evolve a co-ordinated approach. B

/ TRy cutta-700029)

(8/1B, Chakraberia Road South, Calcutta~7000 > Tostart with, the dominant concepts in the

Mocracy, ii) federalism and.
Stage, as a fourth incenti

. Constitution were
. iii) secularism.  Socialism was added,
ve (o national integration,

This scl i
his scheme of forging national unity has been tried during the
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22 Less said about the pattern of industrialisation, the
t has concentrated wealth into fewer and fewer hands and conti-

ltiply unemployment. The countryside has been reduced to a
Ipool of destitution, while the cities have tended to become
gslums sans most of the basic civic amenities.

ar fro;
last 35 years. The dominant trends that have emerged are ?:1 rom
; 1 ra i ce sinte~
reassuring. The national scen seems to be fraught with forces of disinte
gration.

7. Democracy has degenerated into a free-for-all, with nod‘:\:\js
alrea,
barred. Power-hungry politicans have fragmented furlhexi’ a:‘l‘(s 5 mi
: i consoli ote-
i ¢ by carving outand consolidating V! k
fragmented society by carvi dary differences,
i ca and several other secondary
basis of religion, caste, language, and 5 ¥
Elections have become  farce in which money and muscle po\vﬂe‘z“:\ fo
ini i entatives
than an awakened public opinion, play the major role. ?es[::csis -3
ve up in the process are :
the people that have been thrown up | : w
nﬂ‘:mP They have reduced all politics to empty slogan Shm-m‘:xg:;bmm
phancy, rowdyism and horse-trading. National concerns are
business

The ecological
on brought about in the process defies all description. This sort

ism has also encouraged the so-called minorities to clamour for
of reservations and economic concessions.

The experiment in national integration on the basis of the
ion framed in the aftermath of independence is thus fast moving
B fotal failure. Public cynicism towards all varieties of political
hip has increased by leaps and baunds. There is little respect left

precesses of law in an-order which provides justice only to those
iy for it. S

8. Federalism has either not functioned at all or ha; gc‘cr::‘ju\:
cover for separatist and secessionist muvemems.‘ The Cc:l\'enda 3 \‘me
reduce the states to mere satrapies and never hesitated wr ohuc e
governments formed by patriotic and democratic parties of ; e ol; g
On the other hand, the same Centre has felt helpless in the -“w““,"a:‘ g
movements and State governments which openly declare their ai 5
anti-democratic and disruptionist aims.

ats of learning have become centres of hooliganism.
MOSL momentous portent of an impending disintegration is the
ing use of armed forces for maintaining internal peace,

The other proposition is, thercfore, well worth trying. Tt promi-

pregnant with immensc possibilities for welding this country into
2nt nation.

Ascording to this proposition the vast and variegated society
e which have come to be described as Hindu society and Hindu
Tecent times, constitute the national society and national culture,
and this culture have lived and flourished in this country for
nd made great contributions to human culture at large,

indu-baiting
9. Secularism has been distorted and turned into Hindu e ]
pure and simple. A so-called Hindu communalism has beco‘m Ll
: aling a marchd
: s of separatism have been stealin
screen bchind which ¢ll sorts of : -
ies 12 0 masque
Communities wedded to theocratic ideologies hmemz"agci e mci‘ i
as guardians of secularism. Urgent social reforms have be
reserving ous and cultura s
the name of preserving religious 4 b
perfected a politics of contrived grievances and found it hdlgtl‘\ri‘; it
Communal iots Have become more and more frequent and brutel. 47
amounts of foreign money are being used by m.n?“{mam g
missionaries in order to propagate closed creeds and al

On the other hand, foreign invasions of India in historical times
;ﬁlligd in this country : i) a Muslim community and culture, ii) a
ity and culture iii) a W is

and culture.
self-alienated communities and cultures which are finding it
10 get reconciled to the national society

and culture and coming in
national unity,

mainstream.
more people from the 1 - .
ception: Muslim community and culture
10, S¢ lism in this country has been, from its very \m.zp:« 1:.2 y
Socialis s : o
system of state capitalism. Parasitic and corrupt pol:. 3
! : ra -ategic sectors
ac anglehold over all strategic orll
crats have acquired a strangl ratgicsetors of the e
and the social welfare schemes. The poorest seulonf ol“l’l(;iljlo ?m .
een plundered through ever-mounting indrect txes in order £9 FACT
ublic sector which has not only faied to produce the promised PIFCCy ;
?\'hioh has also been frittering away big a]IC.e.\‘ of sL:r\.ék:nplhe i r
it a different. stages. The inflationary spiral has broken the back
s whieh do not_derive their incomes from business
i

have already partitioned the
They are hostile to the national
Culture and reject all national norms in the name of
€0de of socio-political conduct.
€ their heroes,

Mmeans of sustained violence.

a divinely
Foreign invaders and imperialist
: and national freedom-fighters are villains in their
refuse to recognise as their ow

continue to demand special privileg
ind cultural identity. And they 2
lassive amounts of Arab money

any Indian languages or
es in the name of their
ke to street riots at the slightest
have made them more aggressive
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ever they have become significant. The mischief in this case is centred
foreign missions which import massive amounts of foreign money to

fore missions and train an ever increasing army of native missiona.
0r subverting the national society and culture. The missionarics work
& name of Jesus Christ but are in most cases, instruments of foreign
¥ estublishments of West European nations and the United States of
ea. The social services in which the missions are engaged arc only a
for advancing anti-national causes,

2
is evident from the increasing number and sculc

in recent years,
communal riots.
16. Those who think that Muslim community and C““‘e"ﬁv““:” “‘
in peace and harmoney with other communities and culn‘;reds b
dreamland. No country in the world has ever succec e s
Muslim problem. Wherever the Mu\]un\sN:w ";,al::“;:.syﬂms o g
3 i ive in peace. erey
e Sl z:flol:'wan‘;:::fMuslilm o exist as citizens with 4 . i ik
majority, they do n¢ 21, Christianity shares its fundamental premises with Islam and will
ue to act as a poison in *the national body politic unless those
S are radically revised. The first need, however, is to close down
FiEn missions and stop the flow  of foreign money for training native
aties and multiplying missionary establishment. The Liberation
), which is the latest missionary masquerade, should be exposed
0d of national subyersion.

s i atest hurdlg
17. Muslim community and culture will remain the greatest |

re s f Islagg
ath of national unity so long as the fundamental premises of Isia

ot as laid down in

are not radically revised. According to th;:scr;;rlcmnzsumugm D
i i slami g a

Hadis and the various schools of e e

ha but also the only true religion; ii) followers of othg

T 1l means, including force af

igi ted to Islam by al !
igions should be conver g
;cl t=d- Muslims in India are closer to their co-rehgmnl;h‘ 9
i i : iv) Muslims cannot separdl
a ir non-Muslim neighbours; iv) !

countries than to their non- g i g
am and]

> The Westernised community which forms the ruling class, and
ern culture which has become  the dominant culture, are closer fo
ional society and culture in so far as the former share their
fism, universalism and secularism with the latter. But they go astray
ome disruptive when they want to copy blindly Western patterns of

€eonomy, culture and polity without taking into account national

religion from politics and should function as a s ok o
of religion; and v) India was once conquered by the sword of I
s her destiny to become an Islamic theocracy in due course.

i

i
Muslim community and culture can get integrated in an Ir

18. (st of the ways, ment, resources, talents and traditions. They obtain their image of
Iy if Muslims concede that i) Tslam is only one of i 5 ¥ - Imag
nation only i ays of worship; ii) conversions to Isla8 ational society and culture second-hand, mostly from Christian and
q W ;s 5 : 5 :
worship, and respects all other way Muslimé Oreign accounts, which have been either hostile or ignorant. Asa

viction cause disruption and disharmony:

i a closef
¢ the national version of Indian history and feel cl :)L;‘
jigi

except by cor

India should sha I il

ther non-Muslim neighbours i India than o thei distant ;; ol

; i i i s ma

ims mix religion with politics an

iv) Muslims should never on iyl e el
i f cultural identity; and v) accept

concessions in the name o aceer e 48 k. i » v |

of India_is to become a strong, secular and modern state rather Bt o e Mot oty

of India is to be Jims must dissolve their vote-bank, shun (0 o T e st bouie 10 sty

e r i ot g o] ampin: g L The Communists have to be isolated and immobilised. S0 lon

money for making conversic | platform for seeking specicl concessid s i (b i s So o

: : i ! i ota all efforts at national

B s oo trgaions y 5

Otherwise they shall contin

€y have little sympathy with the aspirations of the national society
e and easily join hands with Muslims and Christians in maligning

The most disruptive section of this Westerniséd community are

politic

’s foreign policl &8 The Westerniscd community in general has to turn its face away
R e mm;l:m'mi ed o8 g0 countrics and employ its humanism, rationalism and univer-

: s e ‘ . :
favour of the Islamic bloc. Foreign policy mue;/lshﬁul >h€oju Mg‘mm E e
i S a 3

f . At the same time, uslims T
s Muslims the same freedo

more closely and at

id. They will find that the national society and culture have all the

Of democracy, federalism, secularism and socialism and that they

ild 4 strong, secular and modern Tndian nation on these foundations.
separd! i as s i i

20. Christian community and culture have also bred sep: onal society has always been ready for all social, economic and

national point
Muslim countries abroad to allow to non Bt
worship which Muslims enjoy in India and elsewh
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cultural reforms. It has never been in love with fossilized forms, as j
evident from the reform movements it has thrown up throughout jig
history.

Let us all be
Good Hindus
and work .
for Akhand
Bharat

25. The key to bringing about national unity is a reconciliatiop
between the national society and culture on the one hand, and the
Westernised community and culture on the other. 1f the national society
and culture are to be modernised, the Westernised community and culture
should become nationalised in the first instance. The latter should siop:
maligning Indian nationalism as Hindu communalism.

1. How do we reconcile group expectations with perception
of national interest ?

1. Once national unity is forged on the basis outlined in 1—25, thes
group interests which are not in harmony with national interests can be
rejected without remorse. In fact, many groups which have come into
existence in the free-for-all atmosphere prevailing at present, will cease to
exist. Group politics becomes profitable only in the absence of national
politics.

Writes

Ahmed Rashid Shervani
2. The first priority of a united nation will be the welfare o its

weaker sections without distinction of caste, creed, sex, language or region.

But welfare schemes will not be allowed  to perpetuate groupism. Nor will
the nation entertain contrived grievances of any group.

(ORE 1 think of it, the more convinced I become, that more than
of all our problems, and almost all our more difficult problems,
‘of the unnatural partition of our beloved Motherland. Unless and
artition is undone, these problems cannot be solved. How, for
8 would we defend our Motherland when the resources and the
‘of one-fourth of it are pitted against the three-fourths ? How will
lish what we fondly call “secularism’ here, when the basis of the
nd existence of Pakistan and Bangladesh is communal fanati-
w will we evolve and develop the one-nation theory here, when

III. How do we channelise people’s energies in national
reconstruction ?

There is no_ spirit as strong as the national spirit, once it is alloved
{0 surface out of the welter of personal and group ambitions which are
vitiating the polity at present. We shall have a political elite which has & eory a
national vision and engages itself in nation-building as a vocation. The acred soil of our own Motherland on cither side of us?
prevailing cynicism among our people towards all politicians is bound t0
disappear. When power-hungry politics s eliminated in favour of a pur:
posive and principled politics, a_cultural elite will come forward and
transform the quality of national life, The Gresham’s Law—the bad driving
out the gocd—which has been continuously operating in all fields, can b@
defeated only when the best comes to the top and sets an example if
dedication to the nation as well as in self-sacrifice. ‘That is the lesson W&
have learnt from the strugeles for freedom against various foreign invaders:

le most surprising, the most painfully shocking, fact is that hardly
fously even thinks of reunifying our Motherland, much less act
n those who would have us believe that they are real sons of
Mata (while we all are saufelas, step-Sons, perhaps) dare not open
iths to say “Akhand Bharat”, dare not even say that it is their
en their desire, dash it) to have a united India, even by peaceful
\No political party, worth the name, has the courage to even say
& When even the sclf-styled monopolists of Bharatiyata and
@la do not have the guts, who would ?

(2/18, Ansari Road, New Delhi-110002)
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s am a Hindu who believes in but one God and not in a plethora of
id goddesses. I am a Hindu who believes that all men are born
awaat) and not that some are born high, and some low. T am a
tho believes that all men are brothers (ukhuwwat) and not that the
of some would pollute others. And if anyone says that all these
ds overgladden the hearts of Hindg de;".fig-”"; ls]]am‘lvzlluch ‘;:a'r;;r[clxgxf r:hgmrf,:mldh ﬂr::‘hx:lzlce
Hindu imprint. Be(or§ these w_?rv ’> d emphasise that I mean the impri 3 ? n 'I:I u, v.«;uh sa:h at (Id Iletc]x]veas were cr;ln he
communalists T would like tofcl;\[q dud“panmess' R tbc;:nids::sp \‘:::: ::cac‘h:«‘liz)b ::r that Islam was not born in
; d not of Hin g e ! v y o
of Hindu greatness an edness. and large-heartedness. ang
ity; of Hindu broadmindednes : e Hill
ot H‘;“:" s(l;m:\d\lrgow mindedness, small-heartedness; the pmgl:;nwy in
f Hindu na i imprint.  Let
imprint and ot the regresive, retrograde Hindu imp
imprint
elucidate. R i hen |
“Hindu® and the ‘Hindu imprint’ 2
hat do I mean by ‘Hindu’ an 2 estioned
e Hindu includes Gautama the Buddha who quest
S, hma, the metaphysical suprem
n, who questioned and controes

I firmly believe and unequivocally declare that We myg

Anyway, inent—by peaceful means

strive for the reunification of the sub-conti
possible, by force, if necessary.

India, that is Bharat, is Hindu. Everything Indian must bear (i
ndia, 5

a hundred thousand persons
belicve to be the messengers of God) in all countries and climes,
iods and

esand by many of them in our own Motherland,
is not just an Arabian faith, it is truly universal. Tt s also Indi

ian.
‘my Hinduism, true Hinduism, real Hindu

ism, does not prevent a
Is to be good ideas from anywhere in
ld T feel that even if T am the follower of a foreign faith I am & true
'A Hindu does not cease to be a Hindu if he accepts what he

good idea from anywhere. In fact, T believe he is a better Hindu
8t Hindu who has restricted and confined himself to only local
o shuts himself in to keep away fro

else in the rest of the would

India is e
even denied, the very existence of Brabin
of the then dominant Brahmanical eligion, who uc e
ted the basic ideas on which, what even now s

m all ideas emanating from
main Hindu faith rested. I would call this attitude of such
the loveliest aspect

Tt does nol

For me the greatest thing in Hindmsn‘v,h S
Hindulsm is that it is not a dogma, not even 3 1 s o
(0 make you a sercotype. T ets you be whatever you want (0 v i
‘d:y»ec ot exclude; it ncludes, it encompasses . encircls nd suTTLG
iy i jiself, it embraces you, s ¥
i ses you into itsel e
everything. Tt immers: o e
i i hat 1 love, accept,
It is this Hinduism t 5 .
;e’t dm{‘m\\hich calls some people mlechhas, chandaalas, dana
induism W s -
not that Hinduism which calls sor:e‘ofhn:v‘l:‘i'd i
y e
induism which says  that one- of o o
ik lfumouchﬂblc”' not that Hinduism which nhor\l;l ‘sd 1?;'\‘ S
: i / ; tha induis! A
?f;'f' fllow human beings with contempt, h:urcfd.“(l; “rc.animnwn) :
of the rea
is, jus distortion, a_perversion 0 uise i
was, and s 08 2 ected centuries ago,_and I am glad and proud

Any objections ? If none,
at that India is Hindu and everything Indian must bear the
rint.

olution of the communal problem in our subcontinent has. to
the most valid Hindu idea of Sarva Dharma Sama Bhava.
ilosophy, Hindu learning, Hindu wisdom, Hindu culture,” Hindu
are the common heritage for all of us. T love and cherish these.
cally and culturally, I am a Hindu. I am the inheritor of all that
@nd glorious in the Hindu past. So is every Indian, every child of
ata. But the trouble starts when some zealots try to impose those

fother Indians, other Hindus, which these bigots wrongly believe
ibe-all and end-all of Hinduism, ideas which most thinking Hindus
na 8 accept. The hall-mark of real Hinduism is the intellcctual and
ool fieedom of a Hindu, of each and every Hindu, to ‘think and
himself what he wants to believe, what he wants to think and

e who strive to curb this freedom of the Hindus are themselyes
mething most un-Hindu,

ancestors gave ups
did so.

i follow 1
i rcan that I am against those who still fol j

f HTIQE :':ﬁ;.::l "Tho question does not. arise,  They aiemy ol
el of my flesh, blood of my blood, bone of my bone. Llove ther
e o e ey ate he childrea-of my. Motber and T am a8
o ﬂte\m We have to serve our Motherland, to make Bhat
iy -, bc‘ strong and mighty. And [ am, indeed
. Zm)‘l! ﬁ\zjlpfllil retain S;n\e of the real Hmdn‘nm, the h:; :\
o o dim which 1 cquate with Tdianness, &

1 am an integral part.

4 P believe that those in India_who follow what are-called foreign
“‘w must not. cut themselves off from Hindu culture, philosophy,
s, ete. They should love and cherish these. If they do not, then.
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ch persons,
it t deny that there are some sucl 4
i they are un-Indian. I do no h ; #
.];decdve; ¥ also believe that those who seek to impose some bm"d} n:\ w
xho;(::allv‘ﬂinduism' on every Indian, are also enemies 0’1; ﬂuI: Mok: herland’g
¥ 2 sow
S rengthen each other by sowing
i types constantly streng
B fi and violence: Only by
issension and reaping harvests of frenzy a
seeds of dissension and reapin e ae g
i i th these unhealthy trends (W
curbing and defeating both thes e o
and sustain each other) can we :
tary to each other, an (o i
idly f ards the goal, the destina ng
rch rapidly forward towar d i o
r:itcd pfuspcrous. strong and mighty India, the Akhand Bharat of our
dreams !

The Great Dehate

E SEMINAR began in the Deendayal Rescarch Institute, New Delhi,
41030 AM on Oct. 28, 1984. The following were present : Sarva

druddin Tyabji, Dharma Vira, K.F. Rustamji, Prof. Rajendra
Ashis Nandy, Iqbal Masud, Rajgopal, Arun Shourie, K. Sudarshan,
Shervani and Nusrat Shervani, Dr. Sujit Dhar,
e Alvares.

(12-A, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001)

Sitaram Goel,

Also present, from the Institute side were Sarva Shri Hansr

aj Gupta,
| Deshmukh, Devendra Swaroop, Dr. Shreedharan

and K.R.

«“Partition Must Go”

said Sri Aurobindo
on August 15, 1947

ome other friends who had earlier intimated their decision to

Could not do so due to sudden change in their programme. They

¢ Sarva Shri Achyut Patwardhan, B.G. Verghese, Cho Ramaswamy,

fjahan Razack, Ramesh Thapar, A.J. Kidwai, Hakim Haji Abdul
and Dr. Gopal Singh.

INDIA is free but she has not achieved unity, only a fissured and
broken freedom. At one time it almost seemedas if she might relar ’L
into the chaos of separate States which preceded the British mnq/.vk 4
; ibility sas=
Fortunately there has now developed a strong possibility that «fln,s u( ;

i voi The wisely drastic policy of the Con-
trous relapse will be avoided. oo
,:mem A[;sembly ‘makes it possible that the problem of the depres ed.
s

Nanaji welcomed the participants.

NANAJI : Tt gives me the greatest pleasure to welcome you here
lasses will be solved without schism or fissure. But the old commt nal n rning, ‘Thirty-seven years after Independence, our problems are
e Hindu and Muslim seems to have hardened into the figre il
i i : :
division into nt political division of the country. | fIndia. Al of us here are non-political persons. Perhaps we
’ 2 : 3
iy y d that the Congress and the nation will not accepill B i iy, s the mtns ot b
; . : »
i ttled, or as anything more than a tempo= B e of aiton. O L e
ver settled, or as "o .
e MF/W; it lasts, India may. be seriously weakened, '@ 1 would now request Malkaniji to introduce the participants.
e st
rary expedient. For if i i : g
crippled : civil strife may remain _always possible, possible ever S
e be hoped b o - However, many of us have known one another by name but
it i hoped b)
it try must go—it is to be
The partition of the coun ; 3 3
lackening of tension, by a progressive understanding of ;I:e ne e
7 ) i nd conce’
stant necessity of common an
ace and concord, by the cons: X / N
z;amm even of an instrument af union for that purpose.. Inth b
: 2 ay
unity may come about under whatever form—the exact ?,mrz "
a pragmatic but not a fundamental importance. But by whate
the division must and will go- For without it the destin:

nf

KANI : Nobody here needs an introduction.

iti Dharma Vira, ICS, retired as Cabinet Secretary and later
he Governor of West Bengal. He is a patron of all good causes.

ri Badruddin Tyabji, 1CS, retired, is the scion of a great family.

d as Secretary, External Affairs Ministry, served as ambassador
b Indonesia, Japan, and later became Vice-Chancellor, Aligarh
B University. He is a man of light and learning.

. of India migt

ot be.
be seriously impaired and even frustrated. But that must 1
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Shri Rustamii retired as Commandant, Border Security Force, late
sat on the National Police Commission. He is the organ voice of law
order and justice in a situation of mounting disorder and injustice

Prof. Rajendra Singh, formerly of Allahabad University, s General
Secretary RSS. He personifies Mathew Arnold’s definition of culture as

sisyweetness and light””.

Shri Ashis Nandy works with the Centre for the Study of Developing
Societies. He is one of our more perceptive writers.

So, t0o, is our friend Tgbal Masud, whose real name is F.G. Jilani
Shri Jilani is retired Tncome Tax Commissioner of Bombay. You wil
wonder why and how he has come to be known as Tqbal Masud. During
{he Emergency he very much felt like expressing himself on the subjcc
As a Government Officer he could not write in his own name. He, there
fore, adopted this new name ; and now it has stuck to him nicely.

Shri Rajgopal is a distinguished retired Officer who was secretary
the Shah Commission.

Shri Arun Shourie needs no introduction either by name or by face
He is not only a distinguished writer but a crusader in all good causes

Shri Sudarshan is Baudhic Pramukh of RSS. He hails from
Karnataka but his HQ is Calcutta and he has made a special study of the
North-East.
a family which distinguished itsclf
is an unusual industrialist, in that
So does his wife

Shri Shervani comes from
in the Freedom Movement. He
he takes active interest in the education of Muslims.

Nusrat Behn.
Dr. Sujit Dhar is a leading doctor and RSS Secretary of Calcuia.
He is a keen student of Indo-Pak-Bangladesh relations.
Shri Sitaram Goel is a well-known writer whose pen s as powerfu!
s it is Tucid.

Claude Alvares is a brilliant writer who is more interested in the gut
issues of agriculture and enyironment than in the ephemeral issues ©
Politics.

The DRI welcomes you all to this Great Debate. I would noW
request Shri Tyabji to set the ball rolling.

f

IN T B
. ‘:':B;tw-hl“mkly, I have attended so many seminars,
Puiten 50 much on this subjet tha 1 was ot greadly e
B ot i kindly invited me to attend this one. I did,
et 0 fim that it vas most importan t et together repre.
or cthinic groups );‘fa;:cm;g:;ung orthodox” Indian political,

10 convince cach other by mc;r:z::;(: b {ahley aid
i own views :

be prepared to
Tam glad to see that this is being attempted.

ot send o writen note as invited 10.do,lrgey for the reason
. Lam glad now I did not do so; y -

o 50 as much of what I
3 would
‘: l?;:n expressed in better terms in the notes sent in by mh;
Ants, el . 1
% There arc of course also elements inther presentaions
- ongly disagree; but that too can perhaps be better dealt
Ply to specific written statem
p g ents tha a ior i
- than by a prior formulation of

Il now take up the vari tes circulated in answer to the
e ous notes
:
e wer to

How do we
do we forge unity without imposing uniformity ?

How do we reconcile
tational interest ?

group lexpectations with perception of
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No reasonable Muslim would disagree
vith Sita Ram’s five criteria

MANTHAN .

ies in national reconsirics
i je’s energies in nai
e channelise peopl
3. How do we

e first note I received was Mr. M.V. Kamath's, who I had got t
. s
Kknow fairly well when we were both operating in Germany, nearly 26
fh Sl\ when we %
N

years ago.

n (of all faiths) that will make them accept diversity

of thought and
n in the followers of all religions.”

i ing he has said, except
inciple Wi ally everything he has s
e pmc‘\“ﬁ}ar)\ldhi as the prime impediment
: i a termis
s to be indulging in &
e might not have

I agree in

perhaps in his singling out Mrs..rlv:rl;r

ional regeneration. 3 5

e xaggeration 4 M. Winston Chursill might oF
ologic:

In B) ii) Respect for common ancestry,
the charge made here, but one of the princi|
little effort has been made by the majority community also, to under-

the new faiths, that were broughtuinto this land and to appreciate
Things were very different in Akbar's Tndj
@ mutual appreciation of the values of different religions by the follow-
of all of the others, there cannot be a real understanding between

The recent Hindu-Sikh divide and misapprehensions of each other
0g them largely arise from this, It is the majority  community’s
phasis on the unity, or rather uniformity, of the two faiths that basi-
i aggravates their mis-understand. ing of each other.

I agree with the gravamen
ipal reasons for this is that

said.

1 also do not agree with
though there again it is perhaps r::m\r
used than its substance. The gen! ;
worked out in practical workable terms.

art 9 of his note regarding ‘education’;
- question of the language he hs
ust of his argument requires to

om Mr. P.N. Haksar. He ha

The second note received was that fr i

wisely remarked that “n¢ an be wortl
t “no discussicn ¢ i :
zc‘d bly men and women who have deep understanding of the implicatior
W
dern science and technology and possess historical ins| ights.
of modern

Regarding the rest of the note, T would go along with much that has

id, except when in paragraph 1) they say that the “concept of
@ being a multi-national State and its constitution a federal one, isa
ottion of reality”, and go on to wax Iyrical on “the age-old unity of
". One wonders then whether their imagination and wishful thinking
0t outrun their sense of reality.

.
aim only a modicum of the latter, and practically

agre
Sh t to say that 1 agr

i excej
of the former, I shall not say anything more, excep!
with him. :

Then, there is a suggested draft state
with which T would be prepared to go.

ment by Mr. Romesh Tha

one comes to the note of Mr. Sita Ram Goel. He does
5. Lread his first 11 paragraphs with some admiration,
unsparingly castigated the way in which our country has been
the last 37 years; but then instead of suggesting ways and means by
fhese defects could be made good, he proceeds altogether to_dis-

the constitution, and particularly the concept of “unity in diver-
(and not uniformity).

Dhar and Mr. K.S. Su(}m\l\:
ding of history and of curr

Ther follows a joint note by Dr. Sujit

In paragraph A) of their note, their rea
d thought seem to g completely counter to my own understd
h )h eem to go completely ny W
They say ““those of our countrymen who have accepts» ol
y nds during the course of history are yet to ¢ i
ands during :

events an
ing of it. 1

iginating in other . i
Oﬁfler theological rationale which will make et
?l tpof life because they lay greater stress on u! .

i aus : ‘
. is to Christians and Muslim: e
the bulk of Christians and .
f religions and culture I il
s the latter that harps cont

cading him it would almost seem as
inorities, and particularly the Muslim
iy, and were responsible for all the fa;
iment. It is an extraordinary conci,
s fecl humiliated at the choice tha
minority figure-heads for fi;
ublic opinion demand should be a1
heads have had nothing whatsoeve,
country, except to kowtow to

i in the last 37 years it was
5, Who had been ruling this
ilings and shortcomings of the
usion (o have drawn when many
t the majority party makes of in
ng the few posts that convention
otted to the minorities. These
T (0 do with the real governance
the political chiefs of the majority

1 presume that the reference
Jar 7 If so, as far as T am :lwﬁre‘,v fi
India lay much more stress on divers {[ :
than the majority community. admns.“d
on uniformity, not the other way round.

action they cont®
o

Anyway, T shall be very hap] t any
happy to suppor !
yway. y

late to bring about
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nity that have 1 roughout the period after
d it throughout the peri L
y that have ruled and ruine
communit;

he application of those clauses to them shor
Independence.

uld be made optional,
time as they were socially and psychologically prepared to accept
i The Latitude given in this regard in the application o the Gl
fiage Act s a gocd example of how such issues can be handled in &
religious and social society as ours

““those who think that (thc)

so far as to say “those who .
Sy an live in peace and harmony with other
S Then for good

Muslim community and culture e 2
mmunities and cultures are living in a
col

to add that this has not happened in any other . e bl
he goes on o a .

measure i
country, nor can it happen her

fied complaint that Muslims in parti-
behind others in social welfare work, interest in Family Planning
3 Piier such activities, what should be borne in mind, and drastially
Goel's reading er?;::yf:::‘ ,::,Zw::zg g €, s first of all that the bulk of the Muslim community in India
what hs happened inothe counries i very diflrent from mine, B o on, has been bereftiof leadership, a solid middle class, and of
) i 18 he makes almost a comple P con fan active top affuent and leisured class. ~ All social activity carried
B if abserved, he says, might result i fthe State is almost entirely concentrated in the hands of the ‘majo-
e O ealfare being integrated in an Indian nation. jommunity {rom the Chaprasi upwards. They have no understanding,
munity and cul B¥en [css sympathy, for the Muslim masses whom they. are expected
flVage: (rom their ignorarce and apathy.  The social services of the
fshould be stafied by persons capable of dealing with the kind of
Whom they are expected 1o reform. - This is ot the case now.
eral it is the root couse of our deteriorating administrative eff.

1 can only say that Mr.

these five criteria with which

et
Curiously enough, I find nothing i ol e

ny reasonable Muslim would disagree ;
a
St ort them. - @ 5
- ¥ m is then turned against the Chnsuans.“e}ic ;
e e early cducation to & Jesuit Schaol and Co e,
i digs
in repudiating and expressing my inc
out Missionary efforts in India.

Mr. o
myself beholden for my early e
i sel
it difficult to restrain my
e written ab

he very popular cry of the “separation of religion from politics
Eas become one of the main Pplanks of ‘Secularism’, is in a way
ling its most destructive element, As religion is, for the bulk of the
people, the sole source from Which they imbibe their principles of
their moral values, and their norms of social conduct, a divorce of
b from politics, in practical terms for them, means
morality and social conscience from politics.

i he has
nation on what : 1
disease in the mentality of people who - 1

2 le except prevent them from being s

view regarding them.

There seems some

nothing for their own stricken peop!

aged by others with a more humane
vag

; -
aragraph 2

j at he has said in_paragra)
ey and culture”, of which he
and not§

a divorce of
Personally, I have n

at ““the national society and
except 10 stress umd the ST
Id be def
speaks. shou

incl , :
fined as an all-incl : &
r community,
+ve one. confined only to that of one particula
an exclusive one.
ever large it may be e i oo B e
o Vit far too bland 218 Al structure and institutions of the State
i e - any good except €nce for pigs and pork-cating; the Hindu's
should havehn° de much more purposeful, if it is to do e i o ‘.
ma
requires to be m
serye as a bromide

S We see politics in India increasingly divested of these values
ts. It is highly important to emphasise that a_separation of
from politics is not meant to do that; only

)

to discourage the
in the social and
For example, the Muslim
for beef-cating; the Parsi
and contra predilections, prejudices
» Such as vegetarianism and non-vegetarianism, prohibition and
dhibition. All these in a “sceular” State need to be tempered with
= and applied only by the consent of all concerned, not only of
It community, or the most clamant

il
broad national issues, such as the n‘:c:‘ &nm g
1L Regarding 008 fhere is a national consensus e
a common Civil C,°d°"bnn..i..g practical legislation to give ¢ eit g
should be no hesnauof‘[:‘a p,:m_ If there are any elements mm .gmu
B or oter strongly hld seniments, pari
on grounds o

igious values that are common to all religions must,
2 . ol
m i ir religious percep
¢ society consider as violating their relig
or segments of s

to govern all our actions and, ipso fucto,
ome, the better.

however,
our politics. The more
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AROON SHOURIE : The nt circulated by Mr.
draft statement circ
Malkani is much too mild. It should have some operational content.
al

e is a funereal atmosphere in

1.
TYABJ1: Iagree. Itshould be redrafted by Mr. Goel

SHOURIE: I W e vari ofes  circulate C of the traditional rights
s notes ated. W
Il not discuss the variou
W

and practices which were in vogue
ore of the matter.
have to go to the o

intellectual climate has suffered because o

yth. Now the e :
In the Fiftics, the State was viewed as agent of growth socialism were unattainable,
n the Fil 3

i eople. And the masses
e e Prauon Compion s ten gl Suc
e m:h; cople. We have to have a lean but efficient : \:lf
S ae~1r<venark1:¢ and corruption in cement only because it vas
T}? = wli: X\I:Lsm:c become an instrument of performance.
short. L

f disappointments,
The worst blow was struck by the
all the old values seem to be crumbling. Today we feel as though
turning from the funeral ofia friend.
he USA and USSR for destroyin,

which there w:

, and all that we can do s
2 the hope that was held out (o
as equality and brotherhood

te disappointment with politics and the b:

religious tradi-
In the name of sccularism we are told to play down. relig effort
n the nal

n on Hindu scriptures but not o slim seriptures.
tion, You can comment on Hindu scriptus not on Mu :
Hindus are told not to comment on Sikhism. Why not? s not Sikhism

d ritage e traditions in tl ly carly
he Hi in the famil
f the Hindu heritage 2 We imbibe

asis of it—that is, the
a has led people to think of options, and those o
ly connected with what held

o plain force.

ptions
people together in the past, that is

o in lif he revivalist movemert in Christianit
p p]"l;e Why can’t we correct each other later in life € {0 pan-Islamism
in life.

ly was taken up by Islam and
What we need is not a syrupy secularism but rationality led to be tot:

- and now the worst tragedy is that Hindu society
ally protccted from any type of fanaticism,

seems
s one in which there is INg towards it.  We have seen what damage oceured 1o the Sikhs
K.F. RUSTAM JI ; The pbmﬁcal j;::u’:nan for all politics and a similar movement. This trend in Hindu society is, | hope,
=it B the co
al of disgust shown by
a great deal of

Ble, and will not be acceptable o the masses,
politicians

e is a great de: nger regarding defect corruption and
defections, corrup!
f ai
here is a great deal of

S e
all that is eating into the vitals of the nati

loday we are suffering from a loss of faith, and
ountry can have serious consequences.
ncontrollable violence,
oy
: ing shown by the oppositi
. sunity that is being sl ill, that
selfishness and disuni worse still,

3 -l;,her eling that they may not hold together, ‘ar!d‘ when they comé)
EVES Sl be dotng exactly what the ruling party is doing Y
ity wil ohe

in power.

that in a poverty-
Ttcan in the first place

Diggest dangers arise from the fact that we have ot been able
t the rule of law and have not been

rural poverty. These are two imperati
Ediate attention if we do not want the year 2000 A.D. to
year of horror:

feld gives the

i jtical field gives
The sum total of what s being done in the political fi

he st c e ‘
: ; o criminal law system does not function:
impression that we are a
Petent; our courts are somnolent:
fon we will be lucky
there h i v
disappointments. : :

our Police is corrupt
our jails are hell-spots. In
if we have a revolution. Actually, all we

A m n i de 3
ac olitical si .
 the same time as this has been taking place in the p

crous
ca of numeroW
b a change in the intellectual climate because 0
as been

e were b o ienca ; g o
W ought up i and on Gandhi—and a fec! :
00dw o’\ ards your nei Ty quately expressed by

Il toward: neighbour, very inadequately exp
goody

word ‘secularism’.

Approach paper on Seventh P|
ent. The opposition has already
i power, the main effort will be

an_has given a focus on rural
accepted this. Whichever party
ural development. The major
e e o OUF resources must be committed to well-organized rural projects,
People believed in evolution an 3
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Ou failure in the past was du to the fact that no suitable maching
existed Panchayati Raj inaugurated by Pandit Nehru, was never hven i
aroper chance.  Village agencies were excluded from all planning ang
D entation. Tie study oPL.C. Tein o, rural deyslopment. s vorg
serious attention.

On the. other hand we Have the Gonda project—33,000 tubevlls
e innovations in the field of irrigation, the Relp to artsans, fsi
poultry, cattle brecding, seeds, fruit, raining, socfal uplif-

The most important observation one can make IS that rural Indi§
seems to be at the take-off stage. If we realise that today, and put in alf
efforts at rural development, the return will be very considerable. A wop
about the work of Nanaji Deshmukh. In a totally dedicated manner
has pursued a cause which can give & ‘meaning to rural development
important point that arises from this is (hat there is a place for non-polif
cal persons.  They have the support of the countryside and, if the ol
{hat they are doing is encouraged and developed on the right lines, it &
bring a great deal of relief to the misery of the rural poor.

ited (L to R) Sarva Shri

The ‘“hawa’, or the wind of change, sweeping over the land is
dlowind. Itis a wind which is carrying fundamentalism, communalis
social conflict, the criminalisation of politics.-

igopal, Arun Shourie, R
e sk ustamyi, Ashis Nandi

Las as i
ast week I was in Pakistan. The animosity betw
veen

and Punjabis there is more intense than anything in India. The
0 b
2 ;
losive situa e have is in Punjab.

We have seen the slow decline of law and order, a decline that g
encouragement to any type of group that wants to secure dominance, a8
Punjab, with the help of religion.

anno 2 It can cre; N 3
1, even at the worst, break the nation. Flaeral e

We have seen the increase in communal rioting: tus deal with the “communal’
» unal”—specificall,
This has cor | pecifically the Hindu-M
as complex origins. I i hu-Muslim—
of blame origins. In'the pre-partition period a Ia
iy ur:‘mld certainly attach to Muslims in inhir;ﬁon o Tige
partition period they are at the receiving end. e

‘The infection of the police and the ‘adminisirative agencics off

virus of communalism

fe have yet
R s Bt esaphenonon
s ;xc]\ that “Islam” has come to Tndia from “out '.'db,y,
f Hinduism h'igmu]and 4 missionary religion. But the ASI :
as al c( “ o Tyan
E 50 come from “outside”, i

fn brief, we have seen the failure of the criminal justice systemy
(hat can have serious consequences. Wemust fake steps to protech

country internally

at Isl: is a i :
duiﬂf)'iﬂﬁ‘frﬁ missionary. religion (qu:liliilsmz;ts
An e th;’ ‘L)‘ Hb‘ln\.\ a non-assimilable element in
- Mm“) u ask this question, the normal Hindu
e m invasions, the acts of cruelty by indivi
3 WI‘M‘ i ro,rgo“w\‘trs;:, :::‘grelm watershed of Indian hislcryl-
B i et e M
ar ims had to

1QBAL MASUD : 1 regard the second and third question®
relating to group expectations and channclising people’s energicy 10 by
T ore velevant than the first one viz,, “forging of national unity”’>
since the trend of discussion has centered on “national unity”, 1 shall

centrate on it.

The papers sent in 50 far, with respect, have laid too much stre




live cheek by jowl and each was affected by the other. Thisis & commop
place of Indian history.  And yet when we discuss these things in seringry
we forget. prosaie, clementary facts and search for “culural paticrys
“ is” and “historical i ives”. We talk of “tr rnasion
ies” and ", as i s of to-day. We for
e i e e BB s e
o i thing which was good in the tvienties is vicious 10-day o “unit” the Hindus,
The answer would be : look at the rise of revivalism in the Middlc Fasg
But you forget that what you call revivalism in the Middle East
political response to specific situations. Khomeini wasa response Lo (hg
crue and tyramnical Shah. T 1979 Mecca uprsing v 8 expors
corruption i, and submission to, American imperialism by the Saug
Arabian monarchy. The assassination of Sadat was a response to
submission to both America and Israel. National and regional selfrcspe
asserted itelf at a popular level. Thistook the form of & relgious o
ment. This is not uncommon in_history. One can refer to Z b
peasant uprisings which taok the form of religious movements. o4
Latin Anercan Catholc priets are fighting agsins ther dieators. - Sof
establish a connection between Islamic revivalism and the so-called ol
racy of Indian Muslims, is misleading,

» as practised by Indian Muslims,
nterwoven with Hinduism.

question the wisdom of raising this question  after

g done to highlight an
But from the point of view of national
counter-productive at the moment, These questions are
negotiation and little constructive Purpose is served in taking it to

ration of the crowd. Surely Hindus can be better united by cons-
work rather than by rhetosical gestures,

in it is asked, why don’t the Muslims joina Common Civil
‘Polygamy and lack of ibirth control will give the Muslims a
on edge over Hindus.
the question of Common Civil Code has been there for a long time.
ms in the mass are against this demand in the aggressive manner in
it is put forth from outside the community.
unity, it will destroy it.
Muslim countries.

Instead of bringing
There is no use pointing to the reform
Those countries are not democracies like ours
ically made by executive or elitist fiat, The

In a democracy we have to work through

Persuasion will work only when it comes through the com-
ity’s leaders.

ection ? at is U
What is the tangible evidence for such a connection ? What is
tangible evidence for flow of foreign funds ?

It is said Tslam is not an “open” religion like Hinduism. Any Hind
can write a book critical of the Vedas or Krishna; but can a Muslim

i (The question of leadership is important
corresponding things about their religious texts and personalitics

slims for failure of Chagla and Dalwai,
G At SR With the Muslims.
1 think the question is being raised in a simplistic form B

There is no use blaming
Chagla never identified
Dalwai was always appealing to the bar of
ress the alleged wrongs in the Muslim society.
e problem of reform of some
LS Very much there and the
©IS are in a difficult position.
Muslims out of their present m
i credibility among Muslims,
10 a non-Muslim. T would a;
Omplex historical phenomenon.

a lot of re-interpretation of conventional Islam (which, in FMM 5
criticism of established positions) is going on inside Islam. I mc aspects of what is called “Muslim
is going on outside India, the reason is two-fold : work of re-interpretation is going on.

On the one hand, they have to
013 On the other, they have to
No doubt all this looks like special
ppeal for patience and understanding

Intellectual leadership of Tndian Muslims in all arcas, mcludwg]» g
gious thought, has declined since Partition. This is an understandable
transitional phenomenon.

Communal riots since mid-sixties have put Muslims in & I):Mw‘:::
basic physical insecurity, As long as that lasts, one cai‘nﬁl e
to become culturally “open. Make them physically and
sccure and their genius will flower.

8 far as overtaking the Hindu population is concerned,
an absurd proposition unyi
see the working on which

, this looks
orthy of serious consideration. I would
such prognosis is based.

ace nosques.
A large number of temples have been replaced by mosq

need of the hour is a contintuous dialogue between various com.
injustice, it is said, should be reversed.

ities at a serious and fairly objective level. This should be both
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conceptual and practical. We should talk as well as fabricate devices 1o
meet actual riof situations. Nothing is gained by close study of another
community’s texts or behaviour to find chinks in them. The problem is
to live with each other. A profound truth is contained in the proverb :
“Ignorance is bliss”, The kingdom of all religions is not of this world.
In this world in which we live, let us be less rigid, more accepting, more
tolerant—even if that means hypoerisy

I was in Government service for 35 years. I've seen the deteriora-
tion in the services. There is no integrity. The problem of urban povery
has nothing to do with the communal problem From Churchgatc to
Mulund in Bombay, it is slums and slums all the way

Something unfortunate happened in Srinagar last year. The radig
and TV kept repeating the “unholy happenings in Srinagar” for (hreg
days. Was it fair 2 Actions like these only endanger the unity of
India.

As Income Tax Commissioner of Bombay, T found that a majority
of the black list of fiscal offenders consists of Muslims. There arg
few senior Muslim officers anywhere. In TAS, Muslims are just 2
cent, as against their population strength of 12,5 per cent. We
very safe in this room but we do not feel quite safe in the country.

Arun Shourie (lef
1) in conversation
ion with Igbal Masud

 State which 5.
- m‘nms?r)‘/sl !hval‘lhe State should serye culture,
ol ir;dmbls Uying (o alter Indian culture to syb
- obvious even in trivial things. wh, G
. . aKistani counterparts, Tndian: sport, S
: b S5 3 Sports writy
o Th.E.ul Pakistanis feel the same wa; T
. 1S is the fate of every Third Wo 1d S
: rid country.
© man because ve were ot gonn
ur State at least should be mascu:
lv,ekanzmdn thought we were not
L, ! culture should be g
the so-called non-martial people of E:s‘:cr;dd e
ndia who

the so-called -
7 martial people of
north-y .
Rtial races vas an imported one, L 0% 4nd that the

In the situation of Muslim poverty, Muslim smugglers have becomg
Muslim heroes, The moment Haji Mastan was arrested, Bhindi Baz8
spontancously closed down. T can assure you that if I were arrested, 16§

Today the

one shop would close.

There are superstitions in all religions. But this is a sensitive mat(els
Let us be content with ‘the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood Of

man’.

The popular version of Tslam, as practised by Indian Musli
interwoven with Hinduism. There are links at the popular level,
{he classical level, There is a tacit understanding for co-existence S8

ot

peace.

ASHIS NANDY : There is no disagreement over diagnos o

about the means of initiating a new way of looking at things. Anc e
the role of the State is crucial.  The central challenge today is to rcd®

ture com

es before the St :
s first or Musli ate, there is no harm in
g zﬁ;l:’: first—and not Indians first. Today, gh
slam have ot 24 Values of the Indian Stat i has
4 Bin our reliy g (0 learn from the state. e that Hindu-
3 ions and remod, AR ‘e must derive o
el ] el the State accordingiy i

saying that we

the role of the State.

Ours is the only continuous civilization over a period of
thousand years, At the centre of that civilization is the pre-modern { .
At one time the missi
missionaries used to compare the vai
- M Jues of the Rible
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with the realities of Hinduism and Tslam, not with the va.l\l.\csuol'r:lﬂy;:‘li:i\,r;
the values of the State with the of
or Islam. Today we compare ( L
culture, because the realities of the State are ugly. p In snzh a :;:1 e‘\y\“
the talk of national security, socialism, secularism and sci plays
straight into the hands of the State.

47
2 country needs more diversity
less uniformity, Says Claude

flegitimation for a series of external initiatives that must lead to
ibilizing of Indic civilization as we know it. It is because of the
of the state, that such activity seems appropriate or benign. Let
istrate how the Indian state is leading us to kill ourselves. We
2ed the help of the Soviets or the Americans at all for thi I am
pecific because otherwise discussions of the sort we are having now
bly get bogged down in repétitious pronouncements or analyses.

To give two instances, the State in India has becoun:vzf“;c:u:i\i
threat to the people. On the excuse that Pakistan was o
Janes, we have already purchased six times the e Tl

ti:ys ive been promised, ot because Ol'okur s;c:]r];;yﬂyn:::; e
T pmhasdes e ;x:: 1;::.‘9‘8;12;1;5'0,‘ Research and Development
LT nd only about Rs. 1.5 crores on R & D in

e the issue of seeds.
ai
space and nuclear energy I RaD i
u(‘i gpl' . Our greatest scientific achievement after 37 years of rmr; ;
e I? 'Iha! we have sent an Indian in a foreign craft fmm a‘ ) glo
ain,
de““h"s ad, speaking a foreign language, under a foreign ca;p i g
. ‘“f :n 4go on giving similar examples to show how deV‘c lop: ‘hc,
i assault on
hpaole ;sm and socialism, too, have become new means qf dssa\; E-
g d the peripheral, how our state has become a pn\/;n: < r;:‘ h;’ m,
i £ attack on all faiths and on the resource ‘base of those
a means of id on th
not a part of the modern market in India.

Seeds are basic to civilization. The germ-
ed in seeds is equivalent to the soma of Indic /ife. In rice, for
our farmers have helped develop, over the centuries, more than
Varieties. Today, because of the State, thousands of these indi-
Waricties have disappeared. The number is down to 30,000, And
en or twelve,
viral disea-
No_effort has seriously been made to improve our own
even though we have had a terrific range in rice variability, from
8athi’* variety which can be harvested in sixty days, to other sceds
B produce 9500 kgs per hectare, more than three times the output
o-called HY Vs of seeds imported from Manila.

ed high-yielding varicties, but all of them susceptible to
d pests.

i o .
At such a time, we must learn to derive our political values from
T ation, not from our State. at wa i's message.
our civilization, not fr tate.  Th s also Gandhi

CLAUDE ALVARES : T must at +y beginning declare myscll
the very beginning declare my
: tat i vl
out of sympathy with the preoccupations and anxieties that most of iny
I s, except for Ashis Nandy, have manifested, with regard to the
colleagues, s
present situation i ry. Mr. Rustamji
ituation in the country. i
worried a::oul‘lhc Jaw and order situation. Others have expressed them=
v : y. W Vi d to scé
1 ‘a‘houl the need for unity. But where they see vices, I ten
selves

it has eman
All talk of unity has benefitted a small class, if or il

Fhe same situation obtains with cattle. While Brazil has built up

stock from the Ongole herd of Andhra, and while New Zealand
ahiwal animals from north India, we attempt to import contami-
semen of Holstein and Jersey animals mostly
icand environmental experience.

unsuited to our
rtues, he creativity of our scientist
m_tha s, a class that has sold the country dow: rain f

from that class, a class that has sold the country do n the drair
o

nstead of unity,
own interests, political or economic.

therefore, (for there is real danger in any unity
O further madness) we should talk of diversity and only diversity,
: fAnge. In 1961, Goa was “liberated ! from the Portuguese, Today
: {onal security system 3
" i vhether we require a national securil € 3 G » P ,
Before ne gl: x‘nm‘::;:om whether the class that i 5o preoecupied €an only say, “Oh God, save us from our liberators I Every
ce, we should try e v a clas
de'r;"‘x eeds to be defended in the first place—for it is essenual])d . -
N bout moral conscience, and as far as its values are concerned,
withou

to the bone.

mile
S beaches is being covered by five star hotel chains, and in some

Goans may not play the radio. In the name of foreign exchange,
ese have been permitied to indulge in the worst form of strip
and, in the process, to cut our forests,
enior officers are non-Goans.
s wer of the Stat® O 2
archist, T am only worried about the po oW it will be Goa.

In the administration most
Today Assam and Punjab are angry.

e i ein we can only perhaP
i ituation wherein we
it seems we are helping create a si "
o O e State’s terms. The State has been hijacked by e
e o e s i e e

t us have no more of “liberal’”” solutions, or,

&

for that matter,
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Marxist ones. We need indigenous solutions.
cannot understand this, and can only offer more updated versi
(already failed) proposals. We have to widen the ambit of the public

discourse, get larger numbers of people into the debate. That may lead

The present leadership ‘ 49
ns of older

somewhere.

AHMED RASHID SHERVANI: The draft statement circulated

by Mr. Malkani is beautiful—but it is too. mild.
Alvares’ protest against the all-powerful
India is smaller than USA, USSR
1d and you will see that Indi

While agreeing with Mr.
state, T am for a strong unitary state.
and China. Look at the map of the worl
quite small.

against the kickbacks in defence pur-

1 am all for defence—and all
and Bangladesh

chases. Tam for Akhand Bharat and 1 regard Pakistan
as monuments to a horror.

India has a large Hindu majority. Nobody therefore should object

{0 its being called a Hindu country.
We are all Hindus culturally, though not religiously. Even Buddh,
who denied Brahma, was a Hindu. The world knows Indians as
*Eindus”, Muslims loyally served Pratap, Shivaji and Guru Govind
Singh. Our Muslim soldiers have fought Pakistan. But today, unfortu-
nately, we have only 1% Muslims in the Army. We don’t haye to parmper
Musiims; but we must not deny them their pride. IT Punjab and Bengal
can have their identity, if even Sanatanists and Arya Samajists have theit
dentity, why should we frown on Muslim identity ? The liberalism of the
Findu is his greatest asset. f wish Muslims, Christians and Jews v

ot so close-minded.

ted (L to R) A R. Shervani, Nusrat Shervani and Dr. Sujit Dh
) vani, Nusrat Sherv: iji
: ar,
it you are not to talk disparagingly of anyon aboo
s gingly of anyone’ (object
od) ou two must hold your ears gise at once,
- " your ears and apologit
7 kar maafi mango). Anyone who cannot respect the religion
igios

S can never have tr
; ave true respect 1 2
pologise accordingly R Mo relleion s M ey

e
S was my firs
s my first lesson in secularism wi

four years old. hich learnt when T was

an is worshipped. The Lord had
1t is this form in which many
There are many temples of e
In fact the

In my native area, Vaarah-Bhag
once assumed the shape of a pig; they say.
people of my area worship the Lord.
pig-god” in sacred Soron, four miles south of our house.
name “Soron” itself is derived from Sooaror, pigs.

We want to fi
nd faults with
e ith scriptures—-a I
em.  But that will not take us uny\vhel:: R
T hay
© been asking the Majlis Mushawarat 1,
A Mustim with Muslim perso.

As Maulana a
e up cen 19 ot cthr v Tnin o g Shvae o

Once, near the window of my grand-father’s room some persons perso-
were just having a casual chat. Some Hindu farmers complained of he A
drought and the severe damage it had done to the crops. A Muslim
remarked : “Your god, the pig, should give you rain. Go, pray to Him-
Another Muslim laughed. The Hindu farmers were left dumbfounde
My grand-father heard the conversation from inside his room. He ¢
out and shouted at the Muslims: “Don’t you know it is written i he

an or my Muslim personality

DHAR : There is agreement on  diagnosis bu bout the
: There

is agreement on diagi tnot a i

ut th

S this common ers he right remedy that has brought
cor
cern for dy that h ough
B h

St say 1 was very happy to hear Mr. Sherva speak for
a; 'y happy to hear Mr. Shervani
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Akhand Bharat. 1 am glad to see that T am not a lone dreamer of tha
dream. ernment can, and should.
i s
The State should not be all-powerful. It should be one of severs t a Uniform Civil Law
institutions serving the citizen. We've to be clear as to which other inst

tutions have to do what. The State should encourage the non-controver

IYABJI : The question is, w :
sial and the purposeful. : question is, why can’t the Government of India

:ro::\d c.cv:ulj:; giving conscientious objectors the choice to. opt
g Mus!ir: Z\Mr‘ their respective old laws ? T myself
e Ia\\.a:d !hﬂnvl chose to be married again under
s bwm ed to give my daughter an cqual share
B oth .IS]imIC and practical--more than if T

it in accordance with the traditional regulations.

K.R. MALKANI : The Hindu-Muslim problem is very old and

My friend Devendra Swarup thinks it has been there for

quite complex.
here a thousand years hence. Can we

a thousand years and it will still be ¢
do something about it ?
Gandhiji used to say that Shaiva-Vaishnayite quarrels in_ their day .
\were as bad as Hindu-Muslim quarrels now. ould be clearly understood that Koran does not encoura; :
W i . s Yo
as permitted chiefly to take care of a large numbergefp:ay
o

And there are strict injuncti
ict injunctions whi
b which, if observed, practically

SITARAM : This is not correct. Gandhiji was not properly inf
med on the subject.

el

MALKANI :  Okay. But can we do something to reduce the di
sions of the problem 7 Hindus have a fecling that Muslim population  is
growing faster, Every census report OVer the last hundred years,
proves that. The Hindu auributes this partly to polygamy among Muslims.
But the Muslim defends polygamy as a religious right. If Pakistan can
‘ntroduce monogamy, why can’t India 2 Why does India have to be more

Tslamic than Pakistan 4

rye:sas::vmod.ernismg Tslamic law is not un-Tslamic. “Apply m:
m‘ﬂkﬂ,’lwd the Prophet. Being the latest major rchginny
ly modern in many respects. For example, Muslim

S a contract and not a sacrament; beliefs have to be justified by
1ot just blind faith

What do you think of family planning among Muslims ?

IQBAL MASUD : Pakistan was able to amend the Muslim ?
during Ayob’s Military Rule. It would ot have been possible under @
civilian government so easily.

Musli =

. p:[sl;:! ‘s:ﬂ. bor at least staff well-versed with Islamic
is job in Muslim areas. The i
e . They will be able to
me idiom as that of the persons whom they are to teack
ccently there was a proposal to reverse the amendment, but MrS: 3 :
omen W i

! ould love to plan their families, if it was properly ex

Zia came out against any such move.
them,

Even under the present Muslim Law in India it s possible to inserl
tauses in the marriage contract to ensure equality between husband and
wife and restrict polyzamy.

ASHIS : T don't agree with Malkani that this is at all the Hindi

EVENDRA SWAROOP o
) i Why is it th : :
e Mislims uave ipobtch

Because after Partition, much of the upper and middle

i for Paki :
perception. Efor Pakistan, leaving mostly the backward and down-trodden

IQBAL MASUD: Tam inclined to agree with Mr. Mal
this, indeed, is the Hindu perception. But I say it is not correct beca
even at the present rate of growth it will be centuries before noticeall
imbalance takes place.

kani (hl

OF. RAJE! i
o Veg”ﬁ;tsm_g‘ﬂ : I came more to listen than to speak
3 e comm AT :
e on man is still good at heart.
RUSTAMJI : T think the “lower™ classes multiply faster. Trib8

: e important thing i
oo The relevant factor here is class, not religion. thing is culture, not creed. And Hinduism is a

nd not a creed. Caste was a kind nibus trade union—anc
; te King i
of om rade union—and
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Tn early times, selfless men used to guide the 53

not a religious institution.
ss veterans to influence the.

ship of State. What we need today is selfles
youth, who are very disturbed.

Even the king of Saudi Arabia said Muslim Law can be up-dated

But most Muslims in Tndia don’t agree
Sheikh Abdullah once fold me Hindus and Muslims in Kashmir
ived in peace. But 1 pointed out that Shias and Sunnis fousht cach
othor, When Bhutto was hanged in Pakistan, there was violence in
Kashmir, Again when there was trouble in the Mecea mosque, there v

violence in Kashmir.
Sheikh Saheb attributed this to Radio Pakistan.

here was a Saddom Nagar and a Khomeini N
kept fighting. There is a certain lack of tolerance

as

T pointed out that .

in Srinagar, and the two
among Muslims. Hindus unhesitatingly bracket Ishwar and Allah, K

and Rahim, but the Muslims don’t. We should emphasise reason- nd
encourage tolerance.

K. SUDARSHAN :
Muslims will agree with him 2

1 entirely agree with Sherwaniji. But how many;
/{0 R) Rajendra Singh, Sud:
) Rajendra Singh, Sudarshan, Sita Ram Goel, Devendra S,
, Devendra Swaroop.

shanji agreed with y rec
‘me but said not
o o many Muslims agi
£ Well, I plead for ‘Akhand Bharat and fifty Urd i :
i e lu papers, owned

Riaz Ahmed is the Principal of a college in Tmphal. Presiding ovet
an RSS function, he spoke of Akhand Bharat. But he later told me (hat
S hen he talked to Muslims like that, they regarded him a ‘afir. Prorhel
Mohammed says in the ‘Hadis’ that at first even 10% deviation would be
Tanous, but in later times, even 10% compliance would be enough. R mi e
Said that Muslims must discard the bone and keep the marrow. ThE Hindi is Hindu, Urde and Muslims even on the fanguage issue,
thinking needs to be broadeast among Mustims.  Unfortunately there <12 bty Urd i Mustim. - Factis, in my Urda class the :
{00 few social reformers among Muslims. D s, (s

MASUD : As M.R.A. Baig used to say,
ationalist or internationalist or even humanist

€ep telling Muslims that eve; hey think that they, and they
th f th i
Il g0 to heaver y do they ha y it to aa(
heaven, why do they have to say it to hZ. tat
But things like these take time to sink in. The Great Debate
ebaty

the Muslims are it}

1QBAL
a dilemma.
it is trans-national

Islam is not n:

ernt IDARSHAN :
analﬂgy,hmox:“::;«?m Indians should use the Indian idiom and
e m“molc. They should view Holi and Divali
i o oo some kind of religious festivals of Hindus.
o ‘mm‘.ﬁH’xlqu rel with different e styles, After all
e urgl\ indus in Himalaya. There is polygamy amon
uralso. Once the hearts are united, Ihe‘:’i

ASHIS :  We talk of the nation-state. But there are pre-mo
itional tests which are different

concepts of the state, desired from tra

Muslims have one God; but we also have Ferishtas
Also since Hindus have their seripture3
(People of he
After the

SHERVANI :
angels—like your many gods.
even in orthodox Tslamic thought, Hindus are Ahle-Kitab
Book). The Prophet recognised 1,40,000 carlier prophets.
defeat of Uhud, the Prophet invoked God to guide him because M3

was ‘Kafir’ but it was also his ‘Qaum’.

said to me : “I 2
ne : “Iam Hindu. Do you recognise me as a
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2% There were tears of joy in the eyes of both
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Swayamsevak of RSS 3
ofus 1946 Election was the only one
IQBAL MASUD We should study Indian Islam, that is, Islam ag uslim League Ever Won -
practised in India—and not classical Tslam, or Islam s it is practised, on ;.
<ay, in Arabia. Indian Muslims observe may Indian rituals. s
J . Mr. Devendra Swaroop’s f

Muslims in Tndia are scared because the State has failed to protect uslim League got 64% vote and nationsiin smﬁglfm S
them. During the recent violence in Bombay and Bhiwandi, the Chicf And don’t forget, there was no adult franchi el e ot
Minister said he did not know what was happening. e 0f 300 adult Muslims, there were only ifougevgte S

s,

only election the M
Muslim League e
g ague ever won, whether
= m:r:uhg in India or Pakistan, was that of 1946 :, s
Ption’ of Indig politics. Evenin Aligarh M:n\l\xl:

5 the Muslim League di
o gue did not win the Students Union President-

Chagla. never spoke as a **Muslim”. Hamid’s influence on Muslimg
isnil. On the other hand there are “Sarkari Muslims”, what the Sikhg
will call “Tankhaiya”. Some time back there was a big trouble in Hyderad
bad over the putting up of & small idol in Char Minar. 1 said Char Minag
: itis asecular structure. If somebody sef
 Hindus and the Stateig

isnot a mosque or a tomb; i
up a temple in a corner, it is a matter between the
and not an issue for Muslims.

e all know what kind

e Ml]x-lslim Mr. Jinnah was. He said Urdu
Pl B addressed a meeting in Allahabad,

b League had grown, he said : “Muslim
i e thought ‘lamba’ meant “long” or “big™
g nething hes gone “lamba’, ans it is dead.
8 Jinnah Saheb’s understanding of i e T

All this becomes a big dilemma for Muslims.

For the Jamat-i-Islami strictly, both India and Pakistan should b
Dar-al-Harb. Tslam is cosmetic in both countries. The biggest business
in Pakistan is heroin. Indian Muslims felt for Pakistan in 1965, but n0

in 1971

i ave rejected S
indus might have rejected Savarkar: b an tell you he
was my

I know how the Hindu mind works because many Hindus thi

e st [ think th
Jilani’, my real name, is a Sindhi Hindu. e Congress erred badly i
ly in rejecting Jinnah and bo
2 osting

Brother: andhiji seemed to think Maulana Moham; ed A
. Gandhiji seemed ul
amm

SHERVANI : Same with me. Because of the "ani’ in my nam important than Mr. Jinna
innah,

many think I am a Sindhi Hindu.

DEVENDRA SWAROOP : Maulana Azad was a great Muslim 48
On the other hand Mr. Jinnah was Muslim only

a great nationalist.
hed pork. The Muslims followed Jinnd

name. He said no namaz and relis|
not Azad. Why ?
On the other hand the Hindus did not follow Veer Savarka

at writer and great orator.
a for

The troy

uble is th e b
by the Muslims. at g0od (“Sharif) Muslims are often

Jinnah was discontented. He recaptured Muslim

:

through British hands. They st \ged riots. Now it is the Hind
fus

3 on the offens b 3
Why did nding fese are the facts.  We must build bridges of

was a revolutionary nationalist, a gre
preferred Mahatma Gandhi, who was ot a fiery orator ot
\riter, and whose Hinduism was of a liberal, almost compromising
Why this difference in Hindu and Muslim preferences ?
Muslims vote for the League in 1946 ?

The danger s that there may be more violence no

EYABJI: Muslims were interested in power and not in reli e Garg
oday’s discussion shows th,

inna mised them more power.
M. Jinnah promised them more p at we all have a lot to
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MALKANI; More Hindus followed Gandhi than Savarkar for
variety of reasons. For one thing, leadership is something much mg
than oratory. And in any case, Gandhiwas a more basic thinker
more effective writer, than Savarkar. As for their Hinduism, Sava]
was a political Hindu, while Gandhi was a social Hindu. The Hindy
cool and moderate by nature ; he is not revolutionary by temper. Ther
fore, Gandhiji suited the Hindu character more than Savarkar.

As for voting in 1946, in Sindh, for every four Muslims whe
for the League, three Muslims voted against it.

ASHIS : 1In retrospect, Azad emerges much greater than Jiny
I think intolerance is higher in those on the margin of religion. Jinag]
was a Khoja, Hitler more Austrian than German. Aurangzeb had lot of
Hindu blood in him. Bhutto’s mother was Hindu.

YABJI: Secularism should not be anti-religion. Morality aif
ethics are essential in politics. Otherwise politics will become 2 cyni
game. For the bulk of the Indian people, morality and ethics are derive
from religion. If religion is divorced from politics, then cthics an
morality also go out of it. That is fatal to society.

Nusrat Shervani in conversation with Rustamii

ANAJI: Our deliberations are now coming to an end. This is
st meeting of its kind. I hope there will be many more. We there-
d not adopt any statement today. The more important thing is to
*deeper in the matter and arrive at a basic consensus that will show
DEVENDRA SWAROOP : ‘I am afraid the Parliamentary sy N Way to the country.

of Government does not suit India. Elections are fought on cast dil
community lines. As a result, instead of integration, there is di
tion. It is this system which, instead of evolving unity within our diV
sity, has sowed the seeds of disunity in our apparent diversity. 1 have
shrewd suspicion that the Britishers introduced this system to divide 48
The poineers of the freedom movement, from Arabindo Ghosh
Mahatma Gandhi, were all unanimous in their view that the Westmins
model was not suited to India.

SITARAM : Hindus can't be fundamentalist. Jains
Sri Krishna is in hell because he blessed a war; but nobody will
with them for that reason.

In behalf of Deendayal Research Institute let me thank you all for
luminating discussion. Thank you all once again.

1 erF is, in Hinduism, room enough for Jesus, as
ere is for Mohammed, Zoroaster and Moses. The
jority of the Muslims of India are converts to that

MALKANI: The Britishers did introduce separate elector (e gith from Hinduism through force of circumstances.
divide us. But I don't think they introduced the parliamentary sy }‘ ey are still Hindu in many essential ways, and in a
to divide us. They introduced it because that is the system th €€, prosperous, progressive India, they would find it

We have our troubles with this system, not because we are runnir i

2 T o he most natur: ? .

the Westminster model, but because we are running it on the 7 g al thing in the world to revert to their
incient faith and ways of life.”

model

—Mahatma Gandhi

Perhaps many of the faults of the system can be corrected by
Functional

portional
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he public sctor must be made. productive—and profitable. This

¢ done by ending public sector monopoly in any field; it could also
associating to iva sect i ;

i Arguments i f Asgrarpﬂgr:;:t;i::;:l;lFxccx;u;:s with the running of

e ing of the public sector goes, i

Lo Answers e to be confined to small and extreme cases et

28 Seminar, and

he Bkatmata Yajnya was a great and successful effort at mobilisin
But can it really be compared to the Ganga-Kaveri pm'ectE

to some experts, lifting the Ganga waters over the Vindhya l-unm :

ccan, would require astronomical power loads, Whese don

HE NOTES sent by some of the invitees to the Oct.
Seminar, make very instructive reading. One

the discussions at the
But there can be ng

may or may not agree with all the points made.
doubt that these are honest opinions, strongly held.
RISUDARSHAN and Dr. Sujit Dhar in their joint note h
forward. Boin: hat th probln aise because of otan. relgions which

WE WILL BEGIN with Shri Madhay Kamath. He thought that the . birth outside of India. The obvious reference is to Christia-
first problem was to defeat the Congress-I led by Mrs. Gandhi. Now S b
Mrs. Gandhi s unfortunately gone. And as we write these lines, ihe
country i going to the polls. Whether Congress- wins or loses, thes
busic problems will remain, Individuals may aggravate problems; but
{he problems themselves are rooted in the confusion of thought and devas
Juation of values, that have plagued our country since Independence

Shri Kamath wants linguistic states scrapped. What shall we
i their place ? “River States ?—as recommended by late Shri P. Kod
Rao? A unitary siate, with S0 Janapadas—as recommended by Shi
Sudarshan and Dr. Sujit Dhar ?

We here will deal with some of the points—to carry the debate

= t\;o thinkers do have a point. But a few Questions arise :
ﬂ‘lave prIobIems between Sikhism and mainstream Hinduism.

are India-bon? Why do w :
g ndi ? e not have problems with
I Syrian Christians, though their religions were born abroad ?

,"sn;:e (:::il:aﬁq Khan of Varanasi (Institute of Gandhian
at Islam came to India before Muslim inv; .

me aders; tha
some 10,000 Muslims in Prithviraj's Delhi; that they fou ;."
of Prithviraj—againt Mohammed Ghori. i

ould seem that trouble arises with a religion when it is identif
These are possible solutions. But the Indian polity is not a cl lers—or when it has politics mixed up with it S

How exactly do you get 3
have the linguistic states
boli

“;l:a_nuic Iran, Hindus there had serious trouble with Zoroas-

ot lindus had 10 problem vith Zoroastrian Parsi, when they

ia as honest refugees. Likewise, Tndia had no problem with

el introduction of Christianity in Kerala 1800 years ago; b

. till have—lot of problems with Christian -

: problems with Christianity introduced by
ind English invaders of India, i

Slate on which we can write what we like.
people’s approval to these proposals 2 Secondly,
done any particular serious damage that will be remedied by their o
tion? A careful artist does not quarrel with his brush.

A federal system is natural in a vast and varied country like In
Our real problem is that our federal syster
is being worked as if it were a unitary system, presided over by ¢
monarchy. The solution to_this problem lies in working it in the dem3
cratic and federal spirit—and not standing the system on its head.

governed on democratic lines.
g ?Il Islam, there are no traces of the few pre-Ghazni
ia. Al Tndian Muslim, therefore, are identified with inya-

Shri Kamath suggests winding up of public sector companies.
a Party Government” can think of doing that; and we
have even a Swatantra Party around. Opponents of the proposal will

st and “anti-people”. And the staff employed on (!
No, this is not practical politics.

ol olution to this problem lies in Musli ans consci
o themselves from invading Muslms, 1.1“1::; ' Efé'ii"’l"ﬁb} -
. Ve begun to look upon Raja Dahir as hero—and Vi .,.‘1
ntswllzm.‘ As Punjab and Frontier Muslims grow in_politi %
Yy may also come to look upon Anangpal and Prithviraj as

a “Swatantr

it as ““anti-soc
projects would be up in arms,




MANTHA) 1984

60
heroes—and Ghazni and Ghori as villains.
point in national consciousness in India.

61

=E=r!, \;e don’t have to count Hindu corpses and Muslim corpses,
3 la lx; lian corpses. Property loss, also, is not Hindu loss e'mdv
g 10ss, | ut Indian loss. The whole thing is a crime against the

and it must be treated as such. i

That will be the real furning

SHRI SITA RAM GOEL in his Note says that “those who thinjg
y and culture can live in peace and harmony i

that Muslim communit.
are living in a dreamland.”

other communities and cultures,
: CIQ:JAI; MASUD has made many points. He says that
are not safe in India; that Tndian Muslims are lagging behind
e:r"rnlddlc class left for Pakistan after Partition; that Tslam is
nally reinferpretd in Muslim countrc; hat Koran should not
f - ind fault with Islam; that there is an Indian Tslam; that
phasis on unity—for example uniform civil law—tends ¢
o Ly orm civil law—tends to
g u;;n bmm is 10 proof of foreign funds for Muslims
ould be no agitation for the restos
: id be no ration of mandirs-
E. ques; that Hinduism is not missiona i
Shri Sita Ram says Muslims should “stop pressuring India's forcigi§ : pen of Hindism o cane Fom oot
amic bloc”. Very right. But are we surc i Liia
that determines New Delhi's West Asia polig
Why do we refusg
led there, very much

Shii Sita Ram is right to the extent that a creedal Islam and
Sandtan Hinduism do not make very comfortable company. But, i the
peaple’s level, Islam s not all that creedal—and cocxistence is @ fact, and

not a dream.

¢ a serious Muslim problem cither in Russia or in}

We don’t have
“Muslim

China,  Also the Balkan countries have been able to reduce their
problem” to manageable proportions. S0 can we.

policy in favour of the Tst
it is Indian Muslim opinion
s there & Muslim factor in our anti-Taiwan policy ?
to recognise South Africa, even though the Indians sett
want Tndia o normalise its relations with South Africa ?

mmun: i 3 ioti
L mal peace is the norm; communal rioting s the exception, Tt
8r0ss exaggeration (o say that Muslims are not safe in Tndia.

the Hindus be held responsil
; ponsible for the backwards §
ust because the better off Muslims eft for Pakistan 7 .

It would seem that the aberrations of New Delhi’s foreign policy &

am can be rationally inter, i
i retes a
general anti-west and pro-communist stance, than (o 21§ ly Interpreted in Arabia and Egypt, why can't

o iy ey g
in India ?  What is the Aligarh Muslim University doing 7

more due to a
ticular solicitude for Muslim Indians. § Deoband doing ?

par
India has not followed Muslim Egypt in recognising Israel. But Iptures certai
Russia recognise Isracl—and New Delhi will follow suit. ... as it did e ho’:‘:vly should 7ot be read with a view to finding faults
1 , however, a community behay -
ampuchea ! L y behaves irrationally, scholars ha
Kampu Budy the roots of their irrational behaviour, g

SHRI RUSTAMJI is shocked that now there is a Hindu Fund
alism also. He thinks that before Partition Hindus used to suffer
by rioting, and now the Muslims are at the receiving end.

are all happy to hear that there i:

appy ! is an Indian Tslam. Perhap:
kgu‘?b;”- M:sud would like to enlighten the country more nnr l:‘;
( riend, late S. Jeelany of Calcutta, was of opinion that

hen there are certain @ 1o such thing as “Indian Islam®,
scribed to, on peil
in Hindu Dharmé$

A fundamentalism s possible only Wi
religious beliefs and practices which must be sub
We don't have that kind of situation
All that we have is a certain Hindu consciou
e trifled with. 1

idue empha i
A dm.phasls on anything can be counter-productive. But, not. to
lesirable course of action, can also be unproducti :

draw the line ? ive. Where

penalties.
Hindu society.
Hindu rights—a notice that Hindus shall not b
Hindu Society’s defence mechanism at work-

An official survey of communal violence in Independent India ¢

that nine out of every ten riots were started by Muslims—even though “ . i s
eventually suffered more by it. While Muslims suffer more loss of "'I'g Muslim invasions, thousands of temples were razed to the
Hindus suffer more loss of property. ;‘:‘r:xbl{‘ comcrlefi into mosques.  The more important of  these

asthan Mandir in Ayodhya, Krishna Janmasthan Mandir in

Rt;sm;ic Bank will tell you how much Arab money is coming to

v : :

- Who is financing the sudden and simultanous installa-
address systems in mosques throughout the country 7
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i Vi is asking for complete restoratioy
hi Vishwanath. Nobody is as 1 :
Mnl;:ura:':a'c(:: But return of the more important ones will be a healih
e ; ter.
;:rs:urc Tt will symbolically close an unhappy chap

What the Constituent
Assembly thought of the
office of Governor

ars back when China and Japan were sgning their Pege
[ 1ot forla formal spolom, for the Japanese invasion g
SR e point—and made due amends. Ity j
(Chl" sp|ri3:§::.1 Indian Moslm leadership should view this suggestion
is

2 ot spread
ism i issit y in the sense that it does 7
induism is not missionary in ; { 2t
.Hmc.h;:sﬁm and sword. But otherwise it is very xr{ls;.o.n;‘r\‘ T‘h
S h of Hinduism spread over all Asia; Hin Eﬁ Im: SI.
B“ddh‘s‘l b'l‘:;mi:land Bali and elsewhere. And |hmugh:ut'm:s \L:,D
SRan tside the pale of Hinduism, continued to enter the -
i amon; ble : :
L e e e hrsforeaices s (0 what e the proper incton o
lam, during B i
il it lost people to Is| L oSl
mb“"b“:iﬂ:‘hc process as progressive “Sanskritisation””.
describe

khom time 1o time, there gre serious complaints of the governor
g as an agent of the ruling party ar rhe centre, 10 throw
elected government.

out a

induism’ being as foreign to India
neenan T
b Négﬁriti;h historians, out to legitimise British |nvzsmn.)
e d Indian Christanity—become as intcgil
S Ilaa‘blcb a part of Hinduism as “the Arym? content off
;:?\d‘u“km"lig:r‘\sd‘(hc problem will have been solved for good !
induis

ER ARTICLE 163 of the Constitution, *
Ministers with the Chief Minister at the head to aid and advise
‘€rnor in the exercise of his functions’ except for those which he

reise in his discretion, So it may be said that under the Constitu-
Governor,

there shall bea Council
(K.RM)

Y opted for appointment of the Goyer-

. and gave up all the other proposals on the subject,
For forms of government let fools contest ; e 2 ]

’er is best administered, is best ;
x‘:a::oe;elss; faith, let grac§le§s ?ealols ﬂ[ﬁt,
His can’t be wrong whose life {s m_lhc right ;
In faith and hope, the worl?l will c.hsagree,
But all mankind’s concern is charity.

Choice of the Governor on the basis of universal suffrage;
Election of Governor by a majority of the fower House or of
both houses;

Selection of a panel by the Lower Hous

¢ in the State, from which
choice may be made by the President

—Alexander Pope of the Union.

‘An Essay on Man’

language of the Constitution,

however, does not make the
ltvery clear, whether the Governor wi

Il ahvays be bound to take
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the advice of the Ministry.
Governor will not exercise his in

les o factions. Such a person is likely to act as a friend and
fthe cabinet and help in the smooth working of the entire
. The fact to be remembered is that the Governor is
mstitutional head, “a sagacious counsellor and adviser to the
"one who can throw oil over troubled waters”. If that is the
‘be occupied by the Governor, the Governor chosen by  the
t of India, presumably with the consent of the provincial

The Constitution nowhere states that the
dividual judgement. For instance it seemg
the Governor will not always be bound to accept the advice forc dissolution
of the Assembly, given by his Ministry. The framers of the Constitutiog
realised this but abandoned the idea of maku“\g specific p‘;owslol’\l‘m“ xh\s
effect, Obviously they had very strong faith in the goo:: Sc:\;xcr;;:]vf hil
viour of the Indian people. For instance Prof. K. T. Shah e Th‘ an’
amendment to clause (I) of article (130) of draft constsuuuox;(ni ,“Aj‘mle
154) to the effect that the executive power of the State be vested i

{he Governor and it shall be exercised by him in accordance with thef e reply he debate as to wk ; 1

on and the law. While moving this amendment, Prof. Sha power i the Prime Minister or in the President, Shri Ayyar said
Constiu o e Constitution should make it “imperative for the Governog objection. Under the Gonsjitution, he was empowered (o
wanted tha e o eoordance with. the constitution and the lav., that [ Ambassadors, Commander-in-Chie of all the forces, Judges of
o s B advice of his Ministers.” He stated that the Governor had So the powers of aprointment of Governor
to s 0";  amber of powers, not necessarily those for which Ministers§ Iy entrusted to him. At the same time he also thought  that
o e atare, but other povers as wel to be exrcised of consulting the provincial cabinet might casily grow up,
e . I as herefore but right and_proper o onvention had grown up in the appointment of Governors in
B cutive head of a State should use his powers in accordance with ihe

law and the Constitution.

replying to the debate as to whether it was wise at all to invest

i had grown up and the Governor of a state was appointed on
e of the provincial Cabinet.

Shri Mohammed Tahir went still farther. He suggested a‘u dmm:-
ment, according to which the Executive power of the State be vested |n‘! :
Governor and. it might, on behalf o the people of the State, be exercise
by him in accordance with the Constitution and the law.

.G. Kher realised that the Governor could do a “great deal of
5 a good Governor, and he can do a great deal of mischief, if
Governor, inspite of very little power given to him under the
" He noted that the powers that we propose to give him and

that we assign to him, are very few, such as summoning and
the Assembly, to give assent to the Bills passed by the State
‘foact as representative of the State, to nominate the Premier

Even referring to the Governor's powers in grave cnwfv.u‘cx

i and povirs relating to promulgating of ordinances, Shri FLY. Kanal
Who had supported the system of appointment of va::‘f"' ;‘jhi‘c““ B
States by the President, "‘;‘Z““‘i“‘;‘ ‘3}:‘:11‘:::;’;{:;‘; powgi ] neral clection, on the resignation of the Ministry, to. represent
Governor would be ‘"g‘;c‘ o could work wonders or play havoc cvel ‘on ceremonial oceasions and such powers as we give to act in
o ek e end 20 he drew attenion to the fuct that ey, He is the symbol of the State and we have found in actual
wiain cuenrydoie o, and ol B B0 R i atif he s an active Governor, a good man, he can, by means of
Goveror had {0 Lo sovernor divested himslf of responsivil ouch with opponents of the party which is in power, reconcile
Therefore, Fea e duation that might arie i the State on accoutl  good number of measures and generally by tours and other
possible in any s I the powers in his hands. Support eth? administration run smoothly. Similarly he can do a
et o [OF mischief. Therefore “having deliberately chosen a British
il growp, of the Govel onsible Government and decided to give  the Governor the

' India consulting the provinicial cabinets in the selection of i e decided to do”, Shri Kher felt that the “only insurance of
ment of Ins e et i Ift o the President and his cabinet h ment in the provinces is to allow the President to nominate
If the cho o o enjoys the confidence, which certainly means, the confidence
i Ret, as also the Cabinet of the province, to be Governor of the

s

as soon as
of emergency and the President took al
ing him, Shri Alladi Krishnaswami Ay
working of the Constitution, the convention W

Governor.

i b cei i tances,
President may, in conceivable circumstances, e o
choose a person of undoubted ability and positio

tions of the province, 3 i
 same time, had not been mixed up in provir

public life, who, at the
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Sihei Hriday Nath Kunarconeeved of a time when the Cenig
Government might not inspire as much confidence as some of the proyiy
i nments. He said if “you entrust the central executive with poweg
e g(\-v‘e' control over the province in all important matters, there is thg
i ?Xc;ﬂz‘inmr of the country falling under a dlctatorfhip There &
e s in which federal system of Government. prevails and there g
the State Government. In Canada a provincial Government went <o |

tically to change the prevailing system of currency. Th -
Ko feal with the situation because in its opinion this was the mated
e 0 e umder its control. It did not utilze the position of Governor of
R B sserting its power for ths purpose.  Similarly whel
Ay O B tween the. provinces and the centee in this counry, if
e e that if they.arc of a serious character, they will elate
Y e coming within the purview of the centre, and & m:sza::d‘
centre under the constitution has adquate means offd}c‘nmg‘ion i
situation. But letus divest ourselves completely of ¢ i
Governor is o be used in any way in order to carry out the Wil
central Exceutive.”

they are expected to act. In such asituation the constitutional
ion that the Governor is not to be a member of either House of
gislature, or even if he was member at the time when the choice may
him, he is expected to resign before he is appointed, s frustrated. For,
esent situation in which Governors are behaving as centre’s agents,
not have been different, had they been allowed to function as
s of political parties as well. The whole idea of his being above
politics is gone now.

he question naturally arises what should be done to remedy  the
tion. How to bring about a change in the institution of Governor so
nspire people’s confidence in it. Pandit Nehru, while replying to
te in the constitutent Assembly, had envisaged that “I think it
be infinitely better if he (Governor) was not so intimately concerned
local politics. of the province, with the factions in the province..
ould it not be better to have a more detached figure, obviously a
that is acceptable o the province, otherwise he could not function
He must be acceptable to the province, he must be acceptable to
vernment of the province, and yet he must not be known to be part
party machine of that province. He may be sometimes, possibly, a
from that province itself. We do not rule it out. But on the whole it
ably would be desirable to have people from outside—eminent people,
etimes people who have not taken too great a part in politics.”” How
sure that Governors act in accordance with the spirit of the constitu-
and the law, as envisaged by the framers of the constitution ?

The recent happenings in Sikkim, Jammuv:md K?shmir‘andh/\vv‘vfh 3
Pradesh, however, bring to light cer!_zl:irl\ "T]:i;"“;"posl;Eﬁ?mWh;(:;n“:E :“\gi
S i system. Talyar! ; a
e i i Andhra. Prdesh wer clearly conducing then el
as agents of the Central Government in the drama of toppling the r?:]*ccu‘l
State Governments. What the constitution makers were thinkis
improbable, has been happening i.n Indian politics and ];hc GAI;\:‘ ;
have shown themselves as men of straw. As» Shrimati .urin u;‘Mi ;
rightly put_it, the institution of Governor was introduced in Td &
tion because “‘we thought that an element of harmony .woud .
and that that institution would bring‘ about some sort of u‘nr m‘ ‘A:\ g
and harmony between the conflicting groups of people, i ’levdl’x:r :
Governor is conscious of his duties and he, fur}c!lox:\s well. Tt xshon()_ o
purpose that this is proposed, the governing idea is to plac.c the uio i
above party politics, above factions and not to subject him to the
affairs.”

oM this leads us to consider if it would be desirable to provide constitu-

afeguards in the matter of appointment of Governors and lay down
Hlines for exercising discretionary powers vested in them.

]
When Morarji Defamed Churchill—

Morarji Desai is one of the better type of politicians. But even his attitude
tions has been less than healthy. He did try to pass the anti-Defection
Lok Sabha in 1978, But when P.C. Ghosh formed an anti-Communist
nment, Congress and Morarji backed, it, even though Ghosh’s PDF included
SR e s . expelled Congressmen. Morarji's position was that “‘there is no maryada in
The Governors’ appointments now show that the Centr o 5. People come and go. Churchill erossed the floor three or four times.” It
appoints Governor out of the disgrunted lot of party politicians who 2 $a defamation of Churchill. Churchill did not change parties for profit; he did
A inisterial office, and who cannot be easily thrown 2¥ Out of conviction. And, in the process, he suffered much—and went into the
lost election or minist G ts of the Central Govell erness for long years Indian-style defections are unknown—and unthinkable
into the dustbin. Naturally they behave as agen S Bk
ment and_try to influence local politics in the light of the ex!gcﬂc“k a3
requirements of the Central Government. They no longer represen
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atters by themselves. Ttis only when these two  remedies fail
d resort to this article.”

even in the first few years of the operation of the new
fion, this Aticle was so much misused that Dr. Ambedkar was

‘The Rape Of the consﬁtUtion”N to say on Sept. 16, | ““The people have got a very legitimate
—That's What Article 356 Is, Hfor suspicion that the Government is 1

manipulating the Articles in
- tution for the purpose of maintaining their own party in office
san
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

5 of India..... This is rape of the Constitution."
8 then, the working of the constitution has taken a nose-dive,
ernments have been displaced for a variety of wrong reasons—.

§ Svenience of the ruling party, or the ruling faction—at the
The obliging Governors have gone ahead to :

VEN MORE serious than the vague article on the functions of th

Governor, is Article 356, which empowers him to declare ﬁ::x\” !

"t i in ac ce with thel

Government of the State cannot be carried on m‘aucorda::c . N
provisions of the constitution™. He then goes on to impose hi; n

on the state.

Fdismiss the Ministry despite a majority in the Assembly ;
dissolve the Assemtly immediately after election, without giving

the largest party a chance to explore the possibilty of forming 5
The British Governors had been rarely arbitrary in this respect. And .

5o Dr. Ambedkar, Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Qlen;;\zc(u i
ot think it necessary to dell on the subject at any lcngllll ,;. . ; "
just said : “It would take me very long
tuent Assembly. He just sai . me iy
detailed examination of the whole thing and rel‘zlrmg to en?ChGZ:c:umvm
is i inciple which is established in it and say, if a
this is the principle which is esta i vl
i tin accordance with it, th

any legislature of a provinee does not act in accordar %
L il of he madiiicry. ié evpresios aloee o8 Kheé\\;\dn‘ cg
a s
I find has been used in the Government of India Act, 1935, Every o
must be quite familiar, therefore, with its de facto and de jure mea

I do not think any further explanation is necessary.

deny the Opposition « chance to form the Government afrer the
Yote of no-confidence had been passed against the Ministry ;

jdirect the Chief Minister to resign so that the internal dissen
sions of the party in power may be resolved ;

| dissolve the Assembly on the recommendation of the Chief
~ Minister who anticipated defeat on the floor of the House ;

dismiss (he Ministry without giving it a chance 10 prove its
majority on the floor of the House ;
However, there were members who saw danger in this ?rhclch ?:
Naziruddin Ahmed said : ““This Article says practically nolhl:llgi-‘(cs‘ 4
almost everything. It enables the Centre to }merl‘cre on the sl gve“ 3
text and may enable the Centre to refuse to mlerl'el:c on ||:A= dgrzﬂs.m o
sion. ~So carefully guarded is its vagueness, so elusive is its des c; g
that we cannot but admire the Drafting Committee for its vaguenes

evasions.”

dismiss the Ministry on the ground that the major coalition
Pariner had resigned, leaving the Chief Minister belonging to
- the smaller party no right to stay in office :

L dissolve the Assembly on the pretext that a stable government
is not possible :

dissolve the Assembly on the ground that the party in power had
lost the confidence of the electorate -
But Dr. Ambedkar reassured the members : ““The President, who
d i actudl
endowed with these powers, will take proper precautions b:l‘ore;\ ol
suspending the administration of the provinces. I hope the first h| ing §
will do would be to issue a mere warning o the province that s
that things were not happening in the way in which they were mle!]\ e
happen in the constitution. I that Waring fals, the sccond thirt
oy
him to do will be o order an election, allowing the people of the pr

dismiss the Ministry on

the ground  that the Ministry had o
narrow majority

and

suspend the Assembly immediate

ly after election on the pretext
that the

mants for the office of Chief Minister had not proved
their majority support in Raj Bhavan,

—
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All these unreasonable reasons for
led many people to demand deletion o
Tomil Nadu Committee on the subject, consisting of Shri P.V. Rajamanna
former Chief Justice of Madras, P. Chandra Reddy, former Chief Justice
of Andhra and Dr. A L. Mudaliar, leading educationist.

oppling State Governments have
¢ Article 356, These include the

(i;overnors have mishehayed
n the Varigus States
from time to time

s not been conceded so far it is only because it does

If the demand h
g this Article all along.

not suit the party that has been misusin;

But the situation 1S really worrisome. 1t could reduce India to
Ppakistan. As EM.S. Namboodiripad has pointed out the end of demo-
eracy did not come in Pakistan suddenly, but by a general process in three
stages. “In the first stage a Sta as dismissed by the Centre;

in the second stage, the Central Government Was dismissed by the
r General was dismis-

Governor-General and in the third stage the Governor
sed by the Army Commander.” :
“KAMAL" Kanul]go»s
Fan trums
in Bihar

How Defections Led the Constitution of
‘ ce
To Pakistan ! S been inposeq

e historic and imperial reasons for the Parti-
eason was, defections, organised by

India c;
ame into operai,
peration, G,
. Gov

as many 4
Y 8 SIXty-two imes go ¢ ernor's

ny cases (he C. far.
e Congress
e de-

_ abilised
appointed Goye Hon
ekaccount o s . C0eTIOrS played the ¢
the more importy Sixty-plus cases would f]] ‘ongress game,
flice of Goy Nt cases would give 3 a volume, But g
€INor in this respect, 4 200d idea of the misyse
3 isuse

Although there wer -
tion of India, the immediate T -Congress G
£ v
Congress in 1937. ernments
When 1935 Reform Act was passe
elections were held, the Congress did not expect &
Sad. therefore, entered into_an informal agreem;

d and provincial Assembly
0 sweep them. It
ent with Muslim

in UP after ihe 1€ 1967 elections in pij
S in Biha

Lleugfm fo form a Congress-League coalition 4 4R

elections. P 26, Cp roduced the f;
, CPI 24, ollowin, 3

For months after that, Congress did not form the ministries. 9, Independents || BKD 27, psp 15, S\vvum.g.l:m;“s’ Congress

s 11, —total 313 atantra 3, CPI (M) 4

 until assurances were orthcoming from the British.  Meanwlile,

5 Muslim League MLA died and the Leagtie, 5 @ Sfriendly gesture | R o

fo Congress, allowed Congressman Raft Almed Kidwai to contest ot Of Bihar at the i

the election. But when the time came to form the ministry, Congress mer Speaker of the ., time was Shri

the Slcoack on its plighted word. It persuaded Hafiz Mohammad i leader of the o S0P He function
form (he g(r\,‘cr:vnvcl|("5> Assembly Party,

Ananthasayanam
ed very fairly, He

et e Leaghe MLA, fo leave that party, Join. the Coré3 I

ross and become @ minister. 0N the Govermen o The Jatter cxp‘.c“cih” Mahesh Prasad
1 r asked Shri M, > nabilit

Shri Mahamaya pr, Y to do

asad Sinha, elected

ked. Their leader, Chaudhury Khalig B conosi
sition p
vernment. And the

saman, stormed all UP with the roar :  “If e cannos ruletogethers
e cannot live together.”  When, in 1940, the League adopted1he.
astition resolution, the one crore UP Muslims, many of them educd=3 o
ted, influential and articulate, plumped for it. At the root of it WS Ongress would p
Congress-arranged defection of Hafiz ‘Mohammed Ibrahim ! dal, MP (s5p).

elected to the s

T

arties, to. form the go

UP Muslims were shoc

Ot Iet the SVD Governme, unct
VD Goy
i nment
neluded in the State Cyp; re %
ate Assembly within six months e

One
When he
resigned
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7A2 (¢ They offered to make!
ss used him to break the SVD. They of Sl :c&:t : -
T Minister with Congress support, if he got some MLA : e
e 3 f ted and formed Shoshit Dal. 1( fhakrlaw
ith hi As defect
with him. Now 22 ML. t
W it resigned) i
hen the government was defeated by 163 votes to 150, it resigne able
hen nexplicab)

Governor. Kanungg 3
lace to Kanungo as Gov -

i phipilie e o B ince he was nota
Mca.“wmk ‘Ayyl f/laandal to form the new government sChic[MlmS(cl -
declined to invite T
T he got the Governor to nominate

Mandal was then appointed:

state legislator. n
just sixty hours. During these hm:;, e
Mandal as member of the upper House!
cM !

the 1967 clections, 12 Congress legislators, led by Rao Birendra
ined hands with the opposition and brought down the Congress
ry of Bhagwat Dayal. Although MLAs were defecting to and fro,
for Chakravarty did not say or do anything. Even when on Oct, 30,
fiere were 38 MLAs with the government and 41 against it, the

did not do anything. He said on that day :
on t0 do anything, unless it is shown that
formed a Coalition.”” He further said :
iStry to resign immediately because Ra

the largest single party and the Opy
OWn that it has a substantial major
a substantial majority,

he spirit of the Constitution had been sac rificed to the letter.
b it of nstitution ha
Mandal led to a revolt in the Congres

““Tam not under any
he leadership of Bhola Paswa

others have joined toge-
“It is not incumbent on the
0 Birendra Singh is still the
position has not demonstra-
ity.”” Asked what he would
Chakravarti told ENS that at least a

5 e

However, the msmlla\lfm of l
and formation of Lok Tantrik Dal undc;’ Feos
Shastri. The Mandal Ministry lasted only

/D, the

the majority support of s\Hl .“v:
nt. He

form the Governmel te 18

Ithough he had placed no i

. Paswan met the condition

Although Bhola Paswan»nnw. had
new Governor would not invite him (ja
insisted on a joint agreed programme i

dition on the Congress-Shoshit Dal co e A mumh‘
3 roment, but went out o =
et C“’W'I zain invited the Congress to form 4 gwmm .
TthdGo»‘crns;:m a‘;m asked to form the govt., b:tl;l;et f: SR
L il CH ance—on the groun .
g G W
N 2 al in favour -
c‘ear"ha( Gcwmms}:;z::"[g):l\.‘ds}i’;e:;:‘rl\ed the sit‘ua\ion on dci":z:mw
y ﬁl“:s:d‘:lr\:hfzct that defections had been organised by Congress.
overlos

y Government (which, though, was the
Single party) continued in office for nearly two years.

fdyet, suddenly, on Nov. 17, he dismissed Rao Birendra Singh,
igh he had a majority at the time .

Governor's argument was that Birendra had taken too many
23 out of the ruling combination’s strength of 41,

any questions arise :

g too many ministers,
the first place ? And
B before dismissing him

¢ repeated chances to the Cong/eS

i y thought that Birendra was
o form the government W& hakravart
rm the governn h

why did he administer the oath of office to
did he warn Birendra about the size of the
on that ground?

ater, this Goyernor gav
Two years later, ¢ ‘
Harihar Singh and Daroga Prasad Rai,
defectoy Support. |
1 accept Chief Minister KrPl
But when Paswan, now o/
d dissolved

In 1970 this same (mvcnm;l did not
i s he House.
akur's advice to dissolve U : e
-;;jk‘]" ¢ his majority, the Governor did heed his adv
, lost a 5

Assembly.

S true Haryana had on over-size ministrs

¥. But 50 had many other
fom time to time.

11954, Travancore-Cochin had 11 ministers, wi
esth of only 19. Punjab in 1967 had 19 ministers out of 23

1y members. West Bengal in 1967 had 17 ruling party members
L of them were ministers. Biar, of course, was the limit. in this

hen the ruling party
: but Congress 8
: ties were equal

5 g ngo, all par

For Governor Kanu

more equal !
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in peace. (Mrs. Gandhi was congress president at the time)
gress General Secretary S. N. Agarwal said the “totalitarian® CPI was

ing the Constitution,” without saying how. Law Minister B, N.
took the State Government to task for commuting a death sentence
imprisonment. When the State Government introduced a bill fo
the abuses in private schools, all hell broke loose. Thousands went
in the name of freedom of education and rights of minorities. Taking

e of this situation, the Centre dismissed the ministry and dissolved
ssembly, although the government’s majority was in fact till the end.

74
respect ¢ Congress-backed
were ministers.

Punjab in 1971 had 57 ru;i;iu
ministers, Nagaland in 1975 had

Shoshit Dal had 38 MLAs—and ALL of them

MLAs, and 29 of them vere
l}i’::)y)any MLAs—and 19 ministers,

Haryana had a 23 member

nent question s o

Sy pemWhy did Governor Chakrava

istry si 1967.
inistry since June
G problem in November 2

up to tl . ]

or did Chakravarti st ce the Congress was re-installed

i arti stop there. Ont ) sulig

e ryana, he forgot all about corruption. He went on ;s\
. 1 fces of profit as “not of fi
in office in Haj : : : o ‘g‘
: e ould buy MLAs with such offices, when it could not make the

Congress could bu:

ministers.

In the name of

many well ing nati ists also lent
support to the agitation against the Communist government; Lut it

in unfortunate assault on the eonstitution—and on States’ rights.
Atticle 356, threatening to devour the Constitution_ itself—even
- eimar Constitution had been,devoured by its Article 48,

inted Governor by Con=

i kravarty, appoin’

former judge, Chal

s 4 Congress agent.

aress, now became a full-fledze

This quite shocked Pavate, th e
who refused to issue any such immor

rmor’ (Vikas 1974), Pavate Writes : -
- {he Governor of Haryana, ha g
removing the disqualification o
hairmen or directors of
in my mind that suclt
which, as the head of

1960 elections gave 62 seats to Congress, 20 to PSP, 21 to ML,
> 3 to CPI Independents, 1 to RSP and 2 to Independents—

A PSP Government was installed with outside support of
and ML. When this and subsequent governments fell in 1964, the
prmor invited SSP (15). ML (11) dissident Congressmen (15) and

ioni Punjab, E
st-Governor of Punj .
e e e, T his ‘My days s

@ Congress (19) to try form government. But he did not even once

“My next door neighbour, the ©
i ly a few days earlier, rer

imilar Ordinances only a f .
“m"im of the Assembly incurred by b;cgm;?i o
e ons. 1, however, had not the slightes o
co“(’)ordainancé would result in political corrup!

z R
::e State, T should try my best to stoP

Wever, worse was to come in 1965 The new elections in that
turned 40 CPI (M), 36 Congress, 24 Kerala Congress, SSP 13,
dents 10, ML 6, CPI 3, Swatantra |—total 133,

rxists had won 40 seats, even though  all their leaders, with the
B of EMS, were in Jail. Twenty-nine of the new CPI (M) MLAs
letenus. EMS told the Governor he was in a position to form the
Fraud on nt with the support of 13 SSP, 3 CPI and 4 Independents—all
Constitution d to a non-Congress government. But the Governor, A.P. Jain,
in Kerala © cll him, And since 1o other party (or parties) was in a position
the government, the assembly was dissolved without even being
ed.

KERALA :

anfl
. its rs than
i i Governors
y jence with it
has had worse expe!
1k erala probabl

LC. Chatterji, Hindu Mahasabha M.P., was shocked. “This is a
other State.

You did not allow  the normal machinery of
mment to function. How can you say that the Government of
€ of Kerala cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions
nstitution, when you do not allow the government to be formed
low can you say that the government cannot be carried on
€ to Parliamentary democratic methods when you do not allow

P
s, 43 Congressmen, 9
” total 126—to the S8
had been backed

it ment, 1¢
A Communist govern 3

.d 60 Communists

The 1957 elections returne e

men, 8 Muslim Leaguers and
; i t o
bly. With the support of Inc
é;sxc mmZ Jatter had absolute ma,umy&
EM.S. Namboodiripad, duly. took ofic
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Governor also refused to dissolve the House; he kept it in
suspension. His argument was that this recommendation had
d him Jfifteen minutes after he had already accepted this ministry’s

n at8.30 PM ! He took this line even though 96 of the 140
d expressed themselves in favour of dissolution. The only reason

Iying the Assembly in January 1971 was that Congress did ot
a State elections along with Lok Sabha elections, but wanted
g only affer those elections. The party saw more advantage in
t ions detached from Central elections, although that meant
for voters and extra expenditure for the Exchequer. And the
was bent on obliging the Congress.

you do not allow the leader of the largest

i t2
the Legislature to mee . he
party to enter into negotiation and to form 2 coalition

i ing a coalition, as thy
i t succeeded in forming a coa o
e be called to try. It might even have

: : S
Jargest single party, it had a right (€ e

i P, etc.
¥ outside support of CPI, SS! o :
secur::rﬂ::inomy governments. Pattom Thanu Pillai’s 1960 Government
camn minority government of 20. So was Mrs. Gandhi’s government in
‘&‘9 71. Tndeed, minority governments are by no mea;s unkx;o\\yn yln the

e ; t. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, for instance,
Parliamentary system of Governmen i e

i inority Governments in England, showing that they

once gave the list of minority e g
i 41, 1846 to 1852, from 18

were in office from 1839 to 1841, e

1866 to 1868, from 1886 to 1892 from 1910 to 1915, in 19:;. in 1925 and

from 1929 to 1931—that is, for 26 years out of one hundred.

March 1971 elections did'not give Congress a majority. Utkal
5, Jharkhand and Swatantra catte together, constituted a majority
‘House of 137, elected Biswanath Das leader,

L o 3 But Governor
The Governor's refusal to call EMS went counter to the spirit of the k ten days to swear in Das |

: ;  with the constitution
Constifution. Governor AP. Jain had monkeye 72, Biju Patnaik, Mahtaband Singh Déo came together and

Pragati Party, with a majority of 72 in a House of 140,
atti recognised this fact in his report to the President, And yet
d the advice of Nandini Satpathy, the outgoing CM, who had
e majority, and recommended dissolution—on the ground that a

ent led by Biju would not be stable ! Even the fact that that very

€l 2, 1973—the Pragati Party had defeated Congress for
selection, was lost on the Governor.

ORISSA :

a Rajya

RISSA had not returned any party ina mnjo.nly irf 1952, 11995;1
9) 1971 or 1974, The only exception during this period was -
this position made it possible for the Governor to play many pa
pranks.

ind 73 other MLAs moved the Orissa High Court (OJNO 334
decided on Oct. 22, 1973), which found fault with the
But Governor Jatti did not resign ! He was soon rewarded by
5 with appointment as Vice-President of India !

In 1957, Dr. Mahatab, leader of the largest single party. Con:."i:_
 form And he was given three mon
(as asked to form the Government. o : :
\»:l:ich period to_collect a_ majority. But when mehh;l)ahaza‘l;d:\‘f “ . M
i e0, 0 )
two years later, the same governor gave |1_.1~{.‘ Sing Mp o
opposition, only three days to prove his majority- anery
; endd
In 1671, Chief Minister R:N. Singh Deo resigned and uconu::‘: 1 =
dissolution of the House, The Governor was in such a hurry, th

ccepted his resignation immediately—af $.30 PM, Jan. 9, 1971
e : i G f
8 | e ; .

forgot even to ask the outgoing : s
a‘:‘ringcmcms were made. As a result, for the next two days, there

government in law in the State !

NJAB Dr. Gopichand Bhargava had a stable majority in the
ibly—and in the Assembly Party. But Prime Minister Nehru did
im because he had been pro-Sardar Patel. He wanted Sachar.
Of no-confidence was got moved by Kairon in the Assembly
¥hen that was defeated, Nehru asked Bhargava to resign, which
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the latter did. Since Sachar still could not have a majority, the Govemnog

the Unil
nited Front. But Governor Sampurnanand refused to call

biiged by dissolving the Assembly !
el der, Maharwal Lakshman Singh, to office.

ministry was dismissed, and the assembly

Jinst it il i the second stage, he called all the MLAS for a personal. physical
ysical

But when he found the SVD sid a majority, he refused to
3 side had a maj
the Independents—on the ground that 1heyu ha’dyyno policy or
; li

n 1966, the Ramkishan

suspended, just because there was an inner parly revolt ag

Minister.

In 1967 an Akali-BIP etc. coalition ruled the Punjab. Congresg
cfections and reduced the ministry to minority. _ Chief Minister
Gurnam Singh recommended_dissolution, but the Governor did not heed w hwheu Sukhadia resigned as caretaker CM, the G \
his advice—and instead installed Congress puppet Lachman Singh Gill as e arwal. Instead, he recommended dxssoh;(i fovm10r o
M. Sixteen of the nineteen defectors were sworn in as ‘ministers | even once letting it meet. on of the House,

1n 1971, when Badal's Akali ministr,
Governor agreed to dissolve the House. But Mrs. Gandhi was very
installing a Congress-Akali rebel regime.  Wrote!

“She was_perhaps annoyed with me for having
but by the time I saw her, she had cooled
interview was to cool her still

organised d

e President, in his wisdq iss
y - - lom, did not dissolve the House, but only
IS Was a broa
N H:xdsehm‘ {0 MLAs, that if they persisted in opposin
f o foe bewml!d l;e'dvssolved; but if they came round, (hf
revived ! In this situati :
a few defections and showing a mnjorj:‘yon ey

unhappy with him for not
Pavate in_his memoirs
upset her party’s apple-cart,
down a great deal and  the effect of my
farther.”

Meanwhile lesser Congressmen

a savant-scholar like S; rnanand forgot 1, ernor,
ampurnanand f¢
orgot  that, as Gov
d cy mpartial, remembered his old Congress associations
b ion
very much out of the way to instal a Congress m istry in
i

attacked the relatively independen
+ Governor right and left. For example, S. D. Sharma, then
s, and now Governor of Andhra, said &
h Sant Akali Dal and the out-going Chicf
ernor was guilty of gross consth
another General Secretary of the

K.C. Pant, the Minister of Sta(

educationis
General Secretary of the Congre
“The Governor was in league Wit
Minister Prakash Singh Badal. The Gov
{utional impropriety.” Krishan Kant,

zed the Governor.

: Gopala Reddy’s

Congress, also_ eritici
for Home Affairs, said that the Governor of Punjab should not ha
“exposed himself* to criticism in taking a decision to dissolve the AS Shame]ess
f Minister. Partisanshjp

embly on the advice of the out-going Chief
i £l g ility hi
st did the rig # When instability hit that state after 1967, Gove B. G
p il : , Governor a
; ne;eoa“leg\l/y Drmoumd Congress leader C.B. Gupta—and he r:m
o :;adcrs, including Charan Singh, He disoived i
 though a majority of legislators were against disso-

pavate, who had done the wrong thing in 1967, at la

thing in 1971.

RAJASTHAN : When Bven :

Sampurnanané Reddy kept asking SVD members sbout thei pary differences
erred badly . ’;eﬁmf:;"rfs_"vm Wi Chons-endforind s i i
‘ candidates for RQJ;;IS:):';‘; ;‘:;’I :};D candidates had defeated
The positicf > did not impress Reddy.

hough C.B. is ajors
» sg ncﬁd_cuplx)a lost his majority in November 1960, with half
b i lhmg(} eputy Chief Minister Kamlapati Tripa’lhi ‘walk-
, the Governor retained Gupta as CM for three lon
g

TN 1967, Rajasthan did not give majority to any party.
was : Congress 88, Swatantra. 49, BIS 22, SSP 8, CPL 1,

15—total 183, Immediately, 92 opposition MLAs came toge
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months, His argument was that “a minority government is not an illegg]

‘ confi 81
government till it is proved to be lacking majority support.” nfidence of the House,

Charan- Singh ha

,rn the Assembly on October 6, and had a‘i‘:) bl
ot it earlier, should the Governor s ar TS

ssembly was deliberately preyente S
 before it was schedul

s willing.
Itis clear hat
its view barely

While he gave three months to Congressman Gupta, he would n
give Charan Singh even four days to prove his majority in 1970. It s alsg)
strange that the Governor, instead of taking the legal opinion of ‘g
Advocate General in the first instance, referred the matter to the Attorney]
General in Delhi simultaneously. And without waiting for the report off
{he Advocate General, he asked Chief Minister Charan Singh to resign g
soon as he received the report of the Attorney General. It meant that thel
Governor had already made up his mind 7ot to consider the report of thel
Advocate General seriously, else he should have waited for that report be
asking fore the Chief Minister to resign. Moreover, consultation with the}
Attorney General, in the first instance, made his action suspicious, byl
linking it with New Delhi.

d_ from expr
led to meet R

e Jana Sangh c i

o Ol;fmsred the: Governor's “lesiurely 5 :
stounding alacrity” ot the. g . SPPTOACH” to

e < of removing Charan

Unfair to
. CPI (M)

19 i
wae ?lcé‘uons gave 127 seats to Congress in W,
| CPL(M) 43, CPI 16, Bangla Congross 34

ak Sangh S, Gorkha
i 20rkha Leaguez, 'S
d RSP one > SUC 4, worg,
havi L each, Tndepend £rs
N8 expressed its inability to form l:nc(:»(:cr‘me 2
nment, eleven

I parties united under
the leadersh j
1967, P.C. Ghosh, with ’ O[Ajnilhrﬂ"khmee' !
: efected. On N
41:) a session by Nov. 23 (o prov:: 'h'L
- On this issue the Governor dismissed

The dismissal of Charan Singh was also objectionable in the sense
that even the normal procedure was not observed. Normally, the Gover
nor’s report first goes to the President and then he asks his Secretariat to§
refer it to the Home Ministry for advice. But in this case, the Governor
report was sent (o the President’s Secretariat which, instead of sending if
fo the President, sent it to the Home Ministry. Then the Cabinet took
decision and made its own recommendations, which were sent to the
President in Kiev in U.S.S.R., through a senior official of the Externa
Affairs Ministry. The President signed the Proclamation there. It meanl
that right from referring the matter to the Attorney General, to the signi
of the Proclamation in Kiev, everything was done in great haste and I
bad faith.

st Bengal. The

S, Swatantra an

This shows that in this case the Governor should not have asked i 2 eel February 1968, 0
Chief Minister to resign when the Assembly was to meet just after foll 3 i A Biher, Governor
days and that the dismissal of the Chief Minister was wrong. K. Subb Ve months in a
Rao, former Chief Justice of India, commenting on the dismissal of Chal
ngh, said : “The imposition of the President’s Rule in UP was indefenst

e 1969 clections returned

cp
¥ard Bloc 21, RSP 12, 1 (M) 80, Bangla Congress 33, cpy

from the viewpoint of legal, practical and parliamentary democrdl§ artics in smaller numbergwcg Congress 34, 0l Congress 16.—ang
conventions.” Commenting on the imposition of President’s Rul €e in cooperation  with 'cn(";f again a coalition was formed p
h CPI (M) etc. B, y

eful misuse of power.” 1970, when the two main partners fell oy xul it could not go beyond
ut,

C. Rajagopalachari said that “it is disgra

Said Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit : “The basic issue is : did Charan SioB
enjoy the confidence of the majority, or did he not ? Should this 58
have been decided on the floor of the Assembly or in the private study
the Governor...? The Constitution does not recognise cither partics
coalitions—it only demands that whoever is the Chief Minister, sho!

Ol Basu claimed to be calle,
that many members of othe
‘overnor would not givedi
the names

d. as leader of the largest party, He

e partes were willing to suppor i,

P e e s o s e L
R andic ese MLAS. But Jyoti

‘ge the same—for fear of leakage to the uppﬂsi‘:t :Ox” o
o







