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The Havoc that the British played
with the Poor of India

6 Manthgy,

WITH By : Dharam Pal
JAST TIME I had made an attempt to delineate India’s response to
loss of freedom and its total enslavement to Europe. Before we try
inalyse and comprehend the causes of such response, it seems essential
at Ltry to spell out, to the extent of my knowledge and understanding,
yme of the aspects of Indian life around 1750, orin many areas till
)0 or the 18205, as it comes through the written record.

BEST

The concept of the ‘Nadu’ in parts of, southern India, and of the
Chap’ in areas of Rajasthan, Haryana, Western Uttar Pradesh, and in
its of Madhya Pradesh, scems to represent the basic units of Indian
ical and social organisation. That bther parts of India had similar
s of territoriality and organisational structure, which might be known
‘other names, can reasonably be assumed. The concept, and even the
lisational and territorial structure of the Nadu, inspite of the later
continuing imposition of the still prevalent district, taluk, pargana,
development block, etc., still seem to survive at the more crucial and
The size of the Nadu of course
as it perhaps always did. According to epigraphical evidence the
ajority of Nadus consisted of only 10-20 villages, while some did have
D villages or more to each Nadu. To some of those closely linked with
present-day social and cultural life of rural and small town Tamil-
the Nadu in the areas of their activity seems to consist of around 43
lies, or habitats. In northern India the Khap consists of varying
iber of localities, sometimes of 84, and many others of far more or
less. The Khaps as well as the Nadus, asin earlier times, have
Khap and supra-Nadu linkages even today.
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According to a prominent peasant leader of Northern India, it is the
ips of the north which served as the major base and support to those
fought British power during 1857 and 1858. Further, according to
it were the Khaps who put up resistance to Timur in the late 14th
ntury. [t also seems to be believed in peasant circles in northern India
at the creation of Khaps throughout India was given legitimacy and
fmal shape in some historical gathering at Haridwar (perhaps at the
of some particular Kumbh) in the 7th century A.D. While much of
is current about the Nadu, Khap, etc. may be said to be based on
iy, or on varying oral traditions, substantial epigraphical evidence
Tecent rescarch exists on the Nadu in the times of the Cholas and in
centuries. Similarly, the indigenous Rajasthani archival material, kept
© Rajasthan Archives at Bikaner, has substantial material which deals
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8 { Manthay
with Khaps, and their histories, functioning ' etc., during the periog
1650-1800, and perhaps till much later. Material on such institutions must
also exist in other parts of India.

Units and concepts like the Nadu and the Khap seem still central 1
the maintenance of whatever has been left of common resources and in i
tutions for decision making on crucial issues, whether merely pertaining
to the Nadu or Khap territoriality or to its relations with the wider worlq
around it, and to the adequate celebration of festivities. The nattars and
the chaudharis, forming part of the leadership of these formations, as we
are becoming increasingly aware, still hold considerable power in the
Nadus and the Khaps which they represent. As I said above, ordinarily
the role of these ancient formations is apparently limited today to arrang-
ing festivities, supra-village decision-making, and the upkeep of local insti-
tutions, etc. But the recent sweep of the legislature polls by the Lok Dal
in the state of Haryana is generally stated to owe much to the role of the
Khaps during the past few years in that state. It is also quite possible,
the subject is worth a major exploration, that the 1967 defeat of the well-
entrenched congress party by the then DMK was, to an extent, made
possible by Nadu organisations, and their traditional leaders, the Nattars,
because of the unrest and ferment caused in them by 20 years of mechani-
ionit itivity to local and by continued

cal and
official high-handedness.
WHILE it requires much fresh research into indigenous historical
material to acquire some awareness of the historical role of the Nadus,
Khaps, etc., and of their constituents, the villages and small town, an idea
of how the base-level of Tndian society might have been organised and
functioned at the rural level comes out fairly clearly even from some of
the Jate 18th century British created material. Perhaps the data
A.D. 1770) pertaining to the villages of the District of Chingleput
demonstrates it best, though ina slightly different way, the data from
pre-1800 Bengal scems to tell a similar story.

This data was collected through a survey of about 2000 villages of
the Chingleput district during the 1760s and 1770s. The survey recorded
the total land belonging to each village, the utilisation of this land for’
various purposes, the net cultivated land in each village (irrigated and
unirrigated) and the details of manyams (the land which had been assigned
to various village institutions and functions). Such assignments were
of the tax which any land might have been ordinarily liable to pay to &
duly constituted political authority, whether such authority was at the
level of the village, orat any other regional or national level. The
assignment customarily did not interfere with the right of the personx
or persons who cultivated, or otherwise used such land. The only
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gation which took place was that the cultivator of the land, after such
jgnment had been made, began to pay the amount of the tax to the

fing was clearly not merely an economic arrangement,

ining the role and importance of the various recipients in the village

nal polity and much more it illustrates the historical organisa-

structure and budgeting of the' localities of the supra-local
jements.

The Nadus and the Khaps were
the real units of Indian Society

The allocations in eight villages range from about 26% to 36% of
total agricultural produce of each village. Incidentally, according
fohn Malcolm, a major British military Commander and later
ernor of the Bombay Presidency (1827-30), the allocations for such
oses in villages of Malwa werein the range of 25% of the total
eultural produce. Besides, about one-sixth of the cultivated (or
able) land was classed as manyams. 288 whole villages out of
0 villages were additionally, till 1799, treated as Shrotrium  villages
he Chingleput District. Shrotrium villages were historically such
$ the land tax of which had been wholly assigned to various
uals (like palegars etc.) or institutions (like the great temples,
iams, Chatrams, etc). During British rule, however, the holder of
hrotrium, i.c. those who were still allowed such villages, was made
8y an annual quit-rent which ranged from the merely nominal to as
s one half, or more, of the British enhanced land-tax of the. parti-
villages.

many of the districts of Bengal (A. D 1770), in the Ceded
s of Cuddapah, Bellary, Anantpur, etc. (where British power
tuthority was consolidated by Thomas Munro during 1800-1807),
f many other arcas the amount of cultivable land traditionally and
ically classed as manyams was as high as half the total land of the
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area, and perhaps in various parts of India whole districts were denom.
nated as manyams largely for the support of the cultural and religioyy
institutions, but some also for the support of the local and  region|
militias. According to a later (circa-1830) British note the number of:
institutions and individuals who had manyams  assigned o them in the
districts of the Bengal Presidency ran into tens of thousands in cacy
district and in one district the number of claimants of manyams wag
around 70,000 in’the 1770s.

_ Though this and similar data requires a much deeper analysis it
imply that every person in this society enjoyed a certain dignity and
his social and economic needs were well provided for. Food and
T Seem o have been natural rights, given India’s cultural norms, and
easicr by India’s fertility, etc. According to a historian of mediaeval
@ the only data which was available about the expenditure details of
i referred to the free feeding of the people who required such a pro-
on. It is possible that perhaps this was the major expenditure even of
alien imperial state and the state had adopted this practice from the
lent norms of Indian society.

The deductions for individual institutions and functions varied g
great deal. Some of the allocations, those in the range of 0.05 o to:
020%, are indeed petty. The water-woman, the cow-keeper, the
Koothady, the Panjangam, even some of the local temples, are in most
places receiving such petty amounts. By and large, wherever there was
irrigation, around 1%—4Y% of the total agricultural produce was alloca~
ted for its maintenance.

The allocations were not merely for internal village institutions—.
and complex as these allocations were—but also for the support of
pra-local religious, cultural, political, accounting, and militia purpo-
. Thus while the village or the locality minaged and organized its own
nal affairs, and thus in a way could even be symbolised as an auto-
mous republic or corporation, it was by no means isolated, or unlinked

Many of the rural office-bearers
were Pariah by caste

1 may mention here that according to a 1818 British survey, the di
trict of South Arcot had over 7,000 great, medium, and small temples and
several hundred muttums and chattrams. Most other districts, in the
Madras Presidency where such a survey was ordered, reported 3,000 o
4,000 temples, mathams etc., and ata rough estimate, in 1800, Madras.
Presidency might have had about 1,00,000 temples, muttums and chatt:
rams of varying importance and size. The number of such institutions for
the whole of India might have been in the range of 5,00,000 in AD 18005
Possibly around 5% of them might have been places of Islamic worshij
and learning, and perhaps around one thousand ~ those of christian woi
ship most of which would have been in Kerala or near the coastal areas off
southern Tamilnadu.

other localities. In fact it seems to have contributed to the support of
upra-local systems, and it can reasonably be assumed that the supra-lo-
stems, looked after the requirements of systems which in their own In-
Way, provided support and integration to much larger areas. In a sense,
lity which such data suggests is the kind of polity that Mahatma
\dhi tried to spell out in his idea of the oceanic circles, where the
moSt circle retained the utmost internal autonomy and only such
‘moral and other supplement was extended by them to the outer cir-
vhich was essential for performing those residual tasks, which would
learly be performed at any Jocal level.

The Karnam or Conaccupillay (which really implied the office of regiss
trar of the Village, a sort of sccretariat, rather than a single individusl)
generally had an allocation of 3% while the Teliyari (i.e. the village poli
which may have included several persons) generally had an allocation O
around 1.5% to 3%. Incidentally, it may be useful to know the offices O
the Teliyari, the corn-measurer, the settler of boundary disputes, and a €
other village offices, were generally filled by persons from the Pariah
allied castes. Asmany  will know, in Maharashtra, it WaS
i i ice. Itisalso worth noting i :
]":“c::: :’;“’t hc:fr:sl;t[:m?f::;‘ee Vp"o'ﬁii ‘;?'Sﬁi = allte;a, (the head of the mili b 35 mentioned carlcr, has an cdge. over Agamic religion, while the
and perhaps one who also acted as a modern Inspector General of Poli€ l:lc‘w'm and eﬂﬂca@n though, not exactly negligible, is not also
e e e i e e Fxable. It could be that in an earlier period scholarship and educa-
ted to compensate the aggrieved party from the incomes allocated: ﬂiz much larger allocanqn, and also that allocations for popular
e othons MIC Tegion in part contributed to the support of scholarship and

| An approximate idea can also be had from this 1770 Chingleput
of the proportion of these allocations which went for various groups
ctions. There were considerable variations amongst the several sets

s (for want of another name these may be likened to large
- The largest allocations in each, however, were for administration,
18 police, direct support to agriculture, and irrigation. Popular re.
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imum which the Manu Samhita ordained in India was one-sixth but
it it seems to have advocated far more was one-twelfth of the gross
cultural produce. Incidentally, it may be mentioned that for various
ns the Manu Samhita was given great importance by the British from
it 1780 onwards. Around 1815, when London had begun to dis-
the translation and printing of various Indian texts, the published
jon of the Manu Sambhita, with the commentary of Kulluka Bhatta,
the only book which was encouraged to be printed again.

education, General services, including a variety of professionals, copg
out fairly well. There is much larger variation, however, in the supra. logg
allocations. While this variation is relatively less pronounced in e
sphere of political administration, ~the variation as regards supeg.
local. religion-culture-scholarship _allocation is marked indeed. Al gy
eight villages were contributing about 0.4% each to a scholar in distapg
Coombacoonam who perhaps was the head of some celebrated scholarly
academy.

Thus, it may be assumed, that, while a fairly large proportion of the
production went towards the maintenance of the supra-local infrastructure.
and its small and great. institutions, the proportion which went to the apex
state (whether at regional or at a more central level) was fairly small.
According to early British authorities there had been no land tax jy
Malabar till A.D. 1740, none in Canara till the 15th century, and an
insignificant amount in Ramnad, etc. even in the 17905, and no more
than 5% to 10% even as late as the early 19th century in Travancore,
That any land tax (for the purposes of the apex state) which had been
levied in India had historically been very low is also apparent from the

It is however true that in 18th century Western Europe the land
collected by the landlords ranged from about 50% to 80% of the
ricultural produce. And it seems that the assumption that in India the

tion was similar to that in 18th century West Europe is one of the
ests which the Indian historian and intellectual has received from his
ernmast ers. i

There was much less inequality
in India than in England

The village (or the locality) having contributed for the maintenance
‘the cultural and religious institutions, for the support of the account-
| political and militia systems (the Cannoongoe, the Deshmukh, the
r, etc), probably also made a contribution of around 5% of the
allocations (which would have meant an immense amount as it
st have been received from tens of thousands of localities, for the direct
sort of the apex authority, or to Mahatma Gandhi’s outer-most circle.
it such arrangements led to a militarily weaker system (at regional or
r levels) may possibly be true, but it is quite possible that the
its of such military or institutional weakness lay elsewhere and
rimarily in the ised fiscal and social of Indian

of the rate of revenue which the British had imposed, and at times, accors
ding to him, the cultivator only paid what he wished, to the holder of the

This problem of cultivators, leaving land paying revenue to Bri
authority and moving on to manyam land continued even in the 18205
the Madras Presidency, and Thomas Munro as Governor then threatened s
that such holders of manyams who allowed this to happen would ha¥e
their manyams confiscated.

RE scem to have been various systems of land-rights in diffe-
Tegions of India and even in the same region. But most of
systems seem to have assumed the supremacy of the village
Imunity over the land, its disposal, orthe way it was worked.
€re were villages where the village community (perhaps the com-
ity of only those who cultivated land and those who held
ims and not necessarily of all the families in the village) seems to
‘been organised as a Samudayam and while its members had specific

the land of the village, the land which any of them cultivated
‘Changed from time to time. Such a change in the district of Than-
i, where around 30% of the villages were classed as Samudayam

It may, in the context of the above data, be worth knowing that 1l
exchequer receipts of the Mughal rulers (AD 1556-1707) at no tim
exceeded 20% of what was termed as the total revenue of the empire (
haps a wholly notional estimate) and in the reign of Jahangir, thes
receipts were no more than 5% of this supposed total revenue. It mé
also be worth noting that the land tax in China historically is said 0
have been about one-sixteenth of the agricultural produce. If this
the position in China it may be assumed that a similar arrangement ha
also obtained in other areas of East and South East Asia as well
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alel dgrains, differed in quality and value between the families in the first
. ory on_the one hand and those in the second and third categories

the other. But the quantity of food-grains estimated to have been

in 1805, was stated to be based on the assumption that a certain
ation oceurs in the fertility of all land from time to time, whi
inequality amongst the members of the community and hence occassiongp
redistribution was considered necessary. Again in Thanjavur in 1805 the psumed in all three was the same, i.e. half a seer of grain per person
number of meerasdars (i.e. those having permanent rights in land) Wa. ¢ The schedule included 23 other items including pulses, ghee.
Put at 62,043, of which over 42,000 belonged to. the sudras and castey tamarind, coconuts both fresh and dry. drugs and medicines, cloth,
below them. The number of cultivators of the group termed “pariah’ i dwood and vegetables and also betel-leaves (pans). As illustratlve of
the Baramahal (present Salem Distict) was estimated at 32,474 out ofg ‘pattern of this consumption the number of pans consumed per year in
total population of around 6,00,000 just before 1800. The number of o amily of six is given as 9,600 pans for the first category, 4800 for those
meerasdars actually listed by the Chingleput Collector in the District he second category, and 3.600 pans for those in the third category. The
1799 was put at 8,300 but the Collector was of the view that the actugl ¥ imption of ghee and oil was in the proportion of 3:1:1 approximately
number of meerasdars there was about ten times more i.c. around 80,000, :3 Prices were so low that the total per capita per annum
In 1817 the number of meerasdars in 1080 villages of Tirunelveli dis. imption was estimated at Rs. 17-3-4 for those belonging to the first
trict was estimated to be 37,494. It is unnecessary to add that throughs ry, Rs. 9-2-4 for those belonging the second category and Rs. 7-7-0
out India the rights of the actual cultivator were permanent and heredi- jose in the third category. p

tary and these began to be scrapped by the British from 1790 onwardsy

firstly to enable them to realise a greatly enhanced land revenue and E j o )
secondly because British ideas of ownership did not_admit of any el - Udaipur’s monthly allowance of

cutivator rights in Britain itself. Rs. 1000 was raised to Rs. 30,000 !

With regard to ‘agricultural production and the wages in agriculture,
according to the journal ‘Edinburgh Review’ (1803-1804) the wages of the
Indian agricultural labourer in the Allahabad-Varanasi region around
1800 were in real terms, substantially higher than the wages of his British
counterpart, and the journal at that time wondered that if these wages
were so high at this late period of great economic decline, how much
higher such wages must have been when they were first established. AC:
cording to a recent computation by an economist of the University of
Madras, the wages of the agricultural labourer in Chingleput during th
period [780-1795, at 1975 prices, would have been about Rs. 7.50 per da
in 1780-1795, while in 1975 itself such wages were Rs. 2.50 per day onljit
The productivity of wheat in the Allahabad-Varanasi region was more thai
double of that in England on similar land. Further, it may be mention

that Britain, like the rest of Europe, produced only one crop a year, whilé
in India many lands produced more than one crop.

An indication of the extent of differential between the really high
Lthe really low is provided by some 1799 data from the Karnataka
After much enquiry about the incomes of the officers of state in
00’s domain, the British came to the conclusion that the highest paid
of Tipoo, the governor of the fort of Chitradurg, had a total
of Rs. 100/- per month during Tipoo’s reign. The wage of an.
ary labourer in this area at this period was about Rs. 4 per month,
ew differentials which were brought into being around this period
British arcindicated by the salary of the British district Collector,
B Rs. 1,500 per month, and a member of the British Governor's
uncil receiving Rs. 6,000-Rs. 8000, while the wages of the labourer
constantly reduced from 1760 to 1850.

 What the Indian labourer, craftsman, etc. received as wages around
0 in real terms was, in all probability, no more than one-third or at
MOst one-half, of what he would have received till around 1760.

An idea of the Indian economy and the consumption pattern i8
provided by some 1806 data from the district of Bellary. It is concernéd
With an estimation of the total consumption of the people of the distri
and further indicates the detailed consumption pattern of the
categories of families in  which the population was divided by the Britis
authorities. The three categories were first the more prosperous (of
population 2,59,568), second  the families of medium means (total pop¥
lation 3,72,887) and third the lowly (total population 2,18,684). Accord
ing to this estimate the consumption of the first article in the sched

‘The new disparities, however, were not altogether limited to British
fles. Where state policy so dictated, similar decisions were taken
gard to the emoluments of Indians at high levels. An example is
led by the raising of the personal allowance of the Maharana of
ipur. Till Udaipur came under British protection in 1818 the
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ther, again in the district of Malabar, _the number of Muslim
Maharana was supposed to have had an allowance of Rs. 1,000 per 1oy fending school was surprisingly large : 1122 girls as compared to
Within a few months of British protection, while various other cxpengeg fuslim boys. Incidentally, the number of Muslim girls attending
of the kingdom were cither_abolished or reduced, the. allowance of (g lin Malabar 62 years later in 1884-85 was just 705; and the popu-
Maharana was raised to Rs. 1,000 per day | bf Malabar had about doubled during this period. Besides Malabar
Jportion of girls attending school was also high in the Jyopoor arca
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The British took similar steps in other areas of India. Soon aer
the death of Tippoo, the allowances of his sons were increased six.fojq|
of what Tippoo permitted them, as a matter of policy. On the other hapg
Purnacah, the Dewan of the newly established Mysore rajya, was instructs |
ed by Governor-General Wellesley, through the British Resident, that (e
expenses on temples and Brahmins had to be drastically scaled down ang
Purnacah and the new Maharaja were warned that any lapse or disober
dience in this matter would not be tolerated. For, according to Wellesleyy
as according to many other contemporary British officers and observers.
the personal expenses of the Hindu rajas hardly amounted to anything,
but these rajas suffered from two ‘vices’. They gave all the surplus (o the:
temples and Brahmins. Naturally, such ‘vices’ had to be effectively couns
tered and any persistence in them suitably punished

it a 1790 report on the University of Navadweep which, _inciden-
rsity, gave the number of
t Navadweep to be 1,100 and the number of academics as 150.
ort also stated that the number of students a century earlier was.
jith a corresponding increased number of academics.

M ADAM, at the beginning of hjs survey of indigenous cduca-
i the five Bengal-Bihar districts made a computation from post-
ritings of the institutions of higher learning in various districts of
{and Bihar. Here is the subject-wise break-up of institutions

Pre-British educational system
BEFORE arriving at a conscious policy regarding education in India the :
British carried out certain surveys of the surviving indigenous educationdl was something to be proud of
A more detailed survey of it was carried out in 1822-25 in ihe
Madras Presidency (i.c. the present Tamilnadu, the major part of the pres
sent Andhra Pradesh, and some districts of the present Karnataka, Kerala
and Orissa). The survey indicated that 11,575 shools and 1,094 colleges
were still in existence in the presidency and that the number of students in
them was 1,57,195 and 5,431, respectively. Much more important and, in§
view of our current assumption, unexpected information which this survey
provided is with regard to the broader caste composition of the studei
in the schools. According to it those belonging to the Sudras and cast
below them formed 70%-80% of the total students in the Tamil speakil
areas, 62% in the Oriya areas, 54% in the Malayalam speak
35%-40% in the Telugu speaking areas.

eritic learning and  the number of students taking ‘up particular
in the five districts of Bengal and Bihar, surveyed by William
Bring 1835-38: out of the 2,524 students reported 10 be studying
B institutions, the largest number of 1,424 were studying Grammar,
ic.1336 Law.

1835-38 survey in Bengal also gave a more detailed caste-wise
f school students. This data may be even more instructive,
iiproviding a somewhat different picture than is provided by data
to the Madras Presidency.

ilar details arc available from Adam about the caste of school
in these surveyed districts. It will be noticed that the largest
f teachers are of Kayastha caste; Brahmins come next, and

especially of girls, were receiving education at home. According to da 3
L ; - 8also come from many other castes, including Chandal

from the city of Madras, 26,446 boys were receiving their education
home while the number of those attending schools in Madras. city W
5,523. The number of those engaged in college level studies at home
similarly remarkable in Malabar : 1,594 as compared toa mere 75 i0
<ollege run by the family of the then impoverished Samudrin (Zamori8
Raja.

he same way as the Madras Presidency survey, William Adam
& details about the medium of instruction in the surveyed districts.
8 the major language, followed by Persian, Hindi and Sanskrit.
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Oriya is the medium in the Midnapore area, and Arabic and Engligy ;
just a few schools.

19

also had 123 practitioners of Indian Medicine, 89 of them being

Adam divided the period spent in_elementary schools into oy 1 and 34 Muslim. It also had a medical school at Vaidya Belghariya,
stages. These, according to him, were, first, seldom exceeding ten dg tionally there were 205 practitioners of folk-medicine, both men as
the young scholar was taught “to form the letters of the alphabet op gy women, whom Adam termed as uneducated practitioners, who
ground with a small stick or slip of bamboo™, or on a sand-board. inistered medicines of both vegetable and mineral origin, an
second stage, extending from two and a half to four years, was * men mid-wives. Adam also noted the presence of numerous. class
guished by the use of the palm leafas the material on which Writing! ical pretenders’ going under the name of conjurors or charmers,
is performed”, and the scholar was ‘“taught to write and read”, gy nake-conjurors. Their number was not less than 720, some villages
commit ** to memory the Cowrie Table, the Numeration Table as far go as many as ten of these to one village. According to Adam, the
100, the Katha Table (a land-measure Table), and the Ser Table”, e econjurors took nothing for the performance of their rites, or for
The third stage extended “from two to three years which are e; es they performed. But they pussessed great influence over the
in_writing on the plantain-leaf”. Addition, subtraction and ofher le. Ifa quarrel took place in the village the intervention of the
arithmetical rules were additionally taught during this period. . quelled it sooner than by any one else. Theart was not
fourth and the last stage, of up to two years, writing was done on Pape tary. One of the conjurors was a boat-man, another a chowkidar
and the scholar was expected to be able to read the Ramayana, Man a third a weaver. It appeared inexplicable to Adam that they had
Mangal, etc., at home, as well as be qualified in accounts, and the wrifing ual jealousy, each readily allowing the virtue of other incantations
of letters, petitions, etc. s own. There were also about a dozen gunis (gifted persons) in
who were believed to possess the power of preventing  the fall of
which could destroy or injure the crops of the villages. It may
mably be assumed that what obtained in Nattore some 150 years ago
in varying degrees obtained in practically every Khap, Nadu or
territorial formation in most parts of India

SIMILAR information is available, in the British records, on 17th-18¢
century Indian science and technology. Much more is, of course, know
today about them partly due to extensive work in this field in the 19205
and 19305, and because of more recent research by many scholars,
obviously know a great deal about the manufacture of iron and steel i
India since ancient times, and of its world-wide fame and superiority,
has been established recently, iron was being manufactured in India,
a place like Atiranjikheda in Uttar Pradesh, at Jeast as early as the 121l

We manufactured steel and ice
and inoculated for small-pox

Surprise may also be felt at the details of Indian agricultural practi-
agricultural implements which the Indian peasant used, and the
ligher productivity which he achieved. Incidentally, a set of the

around A.D. 1800, and cach of them seemed to have had a potent
capacity of producing about 20 tons of very superior steel annua
if the furnace worked about 35-40 weeks in the year. These furna
were very light and able to be moved by bullock-cart.

According to William Adam, there were, around 1835, still 21 spe@
lists in the Indian method of inoculation against the small-pox i
thana of Nattore in the district of Rajshahi (presently in Banglade

ing for knowledge, information,
> etc., in any particular fields. The examples of such Euro-
treh, attention, study and borrowing are inaumerable. The collec-
lian botanical texts by the Portuguese and the Dutch goes back
carly 16th century. The Hortus-alabaricus, in 12 volumes, with
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# Mahratta Surgeon, a Kumar, near Poona.  This operation is ot

during 1678-93, and it is said to contain certificates from four Kera fgommon in India, and has been practised from time immemorial. Two
Joonkan Pandits about the authenticity of the information' in | he medical gentlemen, Mr. Thomas Cruse and Mr, James Findlay of
iszp:';{uul?fsmeT::flxdc;ffi:aﬁl,ndwz?c,::;w{\y{'[m.f?ai‘f D mbay, have seen it performed as follows: A ihin plate of wax is ftted
agriculture, as was the Indian practice of inoculation against the smy| the stump of the nose, 50 as to make a nose of good appearance; it is
pox and its rationale, or as the method and. rationale of the i fatened, and laid on the forchead. A line isdrawn round the wax,
manufacture of ice in the Allahabad-Varanasi region had been af €h is then of no further use; and the operator then diss
decades earlier. - Similar or perhaps even  greater attention was devoted g s it covered, leaving undivided a small slip between- the eyes. - This
an understanding of Indian building materials and techniques, to varjog preserves the cireulation. till an union !|M_'e\ken nk\cg between the
chemicals used in Indian industry and other processes and theirs ourees and old parts. The claateix of the stump!of the nose is next pared
in Indian steel and its technology, in - the prevailing | Indian  surag {#nd, immediately behind this raw prt, an incision is made through
and even in the method of teaching in schools in India, especially i Which passes round both alac, and goes along the upper
those in the south. A note of the method -of teaching. was. first mad The skin is now brought down from forehead; and, being twisted
in Karnataka itsclf by Peter Della Valie in the carly 17th centy aifiround, its edge is inserted into this incision; so that a nose is formed
An account of his travels was widely published in several E 5 0 s alae and septum below, ﬁxeq in
languages by about A.D. 1650, icision, A little Terra Japponica is softened with water, ‘and,  being
9 on slips of cloth, five oz six of these are placed over cach ther, t

illustrations of 750 species of Indian plants, was published in

laang

The existence of petroleum wells and the use to which the oil
put, was first observed in Burma around 1797. The number of wells,ia
the area visited, was said to be 520, and their annual oil. production aboul
one lakh tons valued at over ten lakhs of the then Indian rupees. The ol
was used for lighting lamps, for the painting of timber and the botiom
of ships and boats, and also used medicinally as a lotion in
cutaneous eruptions, as an embrocation in bruises. and in rheumatie
afflictions

Plastic surgery for man who had
his nose cut off by Tippoo

e the joining.  No other dressing than this cement is used for four
it is then removed, and_clothes, dipped in ghee, are applied, The
Bnecting slip of skin is divided about the twenty-fifth day, when a fittle
fé dissecting is necessary to improve  the appearance of the. new nose.

e or six days after the operation, the patient is made to lie on. his
find, on the tenth day, bits or soft cloth are put into_the nostrils, to
Riicm suficiently open.  This operation is always successiul,  the
Jal nose is seoure, and looks nearly as well as the natural one;
e sear on the forchead very observable, after a length of

A CURIOUS example of the transfer of technology from Pune to Lond
in the 1790’ is provided by the Indian practice of plastic surgery. It
perhaps best that I describe it in the words of a founder of modet
British plastic Surgery, J.C. Carpue; FRS. This is what he wrote in 1816}

“It was in this manner that the nasal operation had become forgoB
ten or despised, in at least the west of Europe, when, at the closc of t E
last century, it was once more heard of in England, from a quarter when
mankind will yet, perhaps, derive many lights, as well in science, as
learning and in arts. A periodical publication for the year 1794, contai
the following communication from a eorrespondent in India, which
accompanied by a portrait of the person  mentioned, explanatory of
operation; Cowasjee, a Mahratta, of the caste of husbandman,
bullock-driver with the English army, in the war of 1792, and was mades
prisoner by Tippoo, who cut off:his nose, and one of -his hands. In
state, he joined the Bombay army near Seringapatnam, and is now
sioner of the Honourable FEast India Company. For above el
months, he was wholly without a nose; when he had a new one put o

On the basis of the above and other information, J.C. Carpue star-
AL Cxperiments. But before starting them he made more enqui-
About these enquiries he wrote

" On undertaking the first of the two cases to be hereafier narrated,
§duced to make such personal inguiries as were. withiy my reach

e 1o .7 concerning the Indian method. 1 did myself the hongys
Z it Charles Mallet, who had resided many years in- India, and
ingly confirmed to me the report, that this had been a common
on in India, from time immemorial; adding, that it had always.
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J.C. Carpue then goes into a discussion of the origin of plastic
urgery, its knowledge in ancient times in Asia as also in ancient Greece,
e difference between the later Italian method and adds :

22 Manthay

been performed by the caste of potters or brick-makers, and- that thougp
not invariably, it was usually successful.

 We have now seen that the nasal operation, and all the physiologi
i facts upon which it depends, were known in Europe at least as early
e Christian era; that the fact of adhesion was known to Hippocrates,
d that where our history fails us, is simply the point beyond which we
f€ 10 records. . We have now, also, before us, the greater part, if not
formation which was possessed by Taliacotius; and,
gside satisfying ourselves that this eminent person was not (what he gever
fendcd to be) the inventor of the art, we may venture to judge in what
he advanced it. i

“Mr. James Stuart Hall, a gentleman who was many years in India,
assured me, that he had scen the operation performed, and that |ldwus of
tedious length. From Dr Barry, of the Infila Service, IJearni ]F ‘vhn
he had also seen the operation; that it accupied an hour and a ? 3 A;.‘d
was performed with an old razor, the :dgc s:[f “‘lrlg:vhyw::mi%\[::c;‘“;:;a u);

i ion, was every moment re-set. g
::;;:g :;:::zz“:ul no attempt to form nostrils, by adding a septum,

was made.

“I am obligingly informed by Major Heitland, of the India Service,
that in India, several years ago, in the time of Hyder Ali, Mr. Lucas, an
English surgeon, was, in several instances, successful in the operation,
which he copied from the Hindoo practitioners.

| That the art has subsisted from the most ancient period in India,
other southern parts of Asia, and was at no time carried thither from
8, is probable from further evidence than the simplicity of  the
method, as compared with the Italian; the ordinary recourse
Js had o it in India; its practice by a particular caste, and its junc-
With religious observance : it is probable, likewise from the frequent
ions for it, from the favourableness of the climate, from the tempe-
of the people, and from the plainness of the road by which Nature

Summing up this information J.C. Carpue observed :

“It will be observed, that the whole of the foregoing. accvuuma‘ m: j
agreed upon these points, that the performance uflh? operation is cnn‘tzne‘
lf a particular caste of Hindoos, and that this caste is .su!d.m be the X o:‘

ma (Kumhars) or potters or brick-makers. The com‘l;nalimn :\ippea;,“o‘
if i - lanation is not difficult, and ma

it sight, to be singular; but an expl and not.

(T unfcceptable. Most of the Hindoo castes, though fixed w“hml{’m::,;

B e Occupa"o?vha:l: . [d:i<;):‘;1 o} {0 the invention. The adhesion of divided parts, however little un-

: in vari i ich the in 1 f - r
e o o, il late;(y_, i Fré;;me % Engla;nd, e 0 ﬁrslrspecmcll:s
i G . kg o Bl o o o oo, i ek g i, o (08
castes; and there are degr: s i o e o ¢ ; :

i a e professio 3 :
istrology and the task of making almancs’, i s :
‘Hbe]ongg ':'o degraded Brahmins; and the occupation of teaching :(\;:ie y

i i the trade of potters, weavers, brasie

xercises and physic, as well as .
;shermen, and workers in shells, belong also to th? fiescmd:nls (,r,“f:y
the out-castes) of Brahmins.” Thus astrology, medicine, and potte
among the several pursuits allowed to one and the same caste.

How Indian science got
internalised in the West

Ko now well know, such an operation is described in detail
BUSTUta. Though perhaps less dramatically put, the narratives
I the Indian method of “inoculation, on the manufasture. of ice,
fdian agricultural implements, regarding the  technicals dotai.
S omies of the manufacture of Indian steel, on Indian
Pond dves more or less follow a sivailar  strain, - 1hs
Cpeom to have been responses to urgent and contemporary
jor Buropean need, and it may be assumed that Indfy e e
such enquiries were conducted. The
were analysed, discussed, published for
uggest that what was relevant in them

i ot
“That astrology and medicine should be thrown into  the l;{::; :
excites no surprise, .[t is hence that our ancient a]m.alna::ts“scod:y‘ s
tructions concerning the health of the body: anq,la i
Moore, though he calls himself ‘physician’, is p\amly e oo
adjuncts of pottery, weaving, etc., in z‘hc _same ml:ss e 4
appear (0 evince, that the Indian intitutions are less ¢ s
particular genius for disposition of individuals,

s and scholars seems to s

commonly supposed.
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to contemporary British or European requirement was incorporated in the
corresponding practice of the borrower, in time internalised and thereafter,
perhaps within a period of fifty years, the origin of the incorporated,
least in practice, quite forgotten.

The above does not necessarily imply that post-1800 British ang
European technologies owe a great deal to the information and knowledge
which it received from India. From about hhe 13th century there wag
much flow of ideas. knowledge, and technologies to Europe, particularly
from Asia. Al this took time to be absorbed and internalised and by
stages Europe seems to have been able to  integrate or graft what it fejy
important, on to its own technological frame, and its stock of knowledge,
By about 1820 or 1830, Europe had far surpassed in matters which inte-
rested it, all those who had contributed to.its scientific and _technological
growth and had therefore no need to remember details of the sources
from which the borrowings had been made.

However, the erosion and decline of Indian industry and technology’
in the late 18th and the first half of the 19th century had, as is well re-
cognised today, little to do with factors relating to Indian technological
practices and their economic efficiency. In these respects many of them
could have withstood foreign competition as Indian cotton textiles did for
many decades till about 1850. The decline and destruction was politi-
cally and fiscally induced by deliberate British policy. The way this)
decline happened in the Indian textile industry is well mapped out
amongst others by Dr. Jitendra Gopal Borpujari in his recent study

THE REALITY indicated by the above data does not seem to have
depended merely on some dead custom or mechanical routine.. A moral
sense about things seems to have been deeply entrenched and whenever it
seems to have been violated there was much recourse to opposition, to pros
test, to dharna, to peasant movements, to even what in modern usage may
be called civil disobedience. The prolonged protest against the imposition
by British authority of a tax on houses in 1810-11 was centred in the city
of Varanasi. According to official reports the whole city had completely
stopped work for days together creating a situation that not even the dead
could be cremated and had therefore to be cast in the Ganga without, the
performance of customary rites. According to the Varanasi collectors
over 20,000 persons had been continually sitting in dharna, while another
estimate placed the number of people at more than 2,00,000. The datd
on the frequency of peasant movements in Canara, Malabar and parts
of Maharashtra is indeed vast.

One of the carly documented protests against the salt-tax took place
at Surat in the 1840s. A more curious case.of protest relates to two men Of
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ore and Nagapatnam area in Tamilnadu just before 1800. They felt
onged regarding their claim to some land and in protest climbed the
re of a temple and threatened to kill themselves by jumping from it
s their grievance was redressed. As a result the men were promised
¢ the wrong would be righted and they agreed to climb down. The
j established British collectors, however, did not take kindly to such

While protest in the form of dharna etc., was resorted to when the
ce felt that they had been wronged by some particular action of the
cal authority, and when such a protest occured, it was taken, by the
nt authority, to be a legitimate expression of the political process
id as an occasion for reviewing the disputed action, yet recourse to such
stest was perhaps not often necessary. [t seems that the polity allowed

From Himalaya to Rameshwaram
there were Chatrams & Dharamshalas

of British occupation. In south India, the offering of presents,
lly in the way of a piece of cloth, a shawl etc., by the British govern-
atal authority to the heads of villages or even ordinary peasants, who
ned to visit such authority, was all too frequent till about 1800.
ere the British had yet to learn this gesture, and the gesture was still
ant to the British as their consolidation was not yet complete,
illagers themselves suggested the offering of such presents, and even

red to defray the expenses of these gifts themselves, as happened
ramahals in 1792. According to another report from Ramnad in 1796,
those who had to present themselves before the British —courts
n bonds of good conduct, expected to be offered, and did receive,
it the Curcherry.

one given carlier on the life-style of the young noblemen of - Delhi, the
ion which ordinarily comes through from the British records is of a
ain simplicity and frugality in India at the top levels. Evenin the
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The Deeper Causes Behind
Gandhi-Bose Conflict :

A C on Nirad Chaudhuri’s
‘Thy Hand, Great Anarch !’

D CHAUDHURL's is one of the better minds produced by the
lish impact on India. More than thirty-five years ago, his “Autobio-
hy of an Unknown Indian™ made the waves. The second part of his
jography—“Thy Hand, Great Anarch !" (Chatto & Windus,
lon) for the period 1921-1952—is now out. It too has led to much
controversy. And I am sure Nirad Babu enjoys every bit of it.

Muslim-ruled Hyderabad, in 1780, a perceptive British officer for
difficult to distinguish the great nobles from their servants. According

with such indiscriminate mixing of the two.

As I mentioned carlier, according to one of the more powerful carly
British Governors-General, and what he said is echoed by many otherg ¥
before 1800 and even till 10-20 years later, the Hindu rulers in fact spent
very little on themselves. But according to him they suffered from tyg
great vices. These were that they gave away most of what they had, to thes
brahmins and the temples.

We are all different from one another. But Nirad Bab is very differ-
fom everybody else. He believes in ‘empires ; he believed in the
empire and he would welcome a Hindu empire. He is so enamoured
hurchill —who wanted Gandhiji, that “naked fakir”, trampled “under
int feet”’— that, he says, he hangs his portrait in his house. His biggest
s that Indians and Englishmen did not work together to produce a
something better than either India or Britain, on Indian soil. But
his very independence of thought gives you new insights into the
n political scene. And these are well worth all the 978 pages—and

It is possible that the terms Brahmin and temple ‘were used in this
period in a much wider sense and included all who were given to scholars
ship of one kind or another, and to institutions which catered not only o
religious needs but which also served purposes of scholarship, culture,
entertainment and comfort. For instance, in the detailed description ofi
the practice of inoculation against small-pox in ndia, it is said that the
Brahmins performed such inoculation. Obviously, anyone who excrcised
some intellectual, medical or. other professional skill seems to have been
taken to be a Brahmin, even by fairly knowledgeable Europeans, in thi
period.

* Nirad Babu is no great admirer of Gandhi—or, for that matter, of
er Indian leader. He found Nehru and Bose, jgnorant of history;
50 found that both, Sarat Bose and Subhas Bose did not know the
gal land laws; and he had no doubt that both Gandhi and Tagore
actors. But even he was moved by the sheer authenticity of Bapu.
indi March brought tears to his eyes. And he had a close view of
and his entourage when they stayed with Sarat Bose in Calcutta
- (Nirad Babu was Private Secretary to Sarat Bose.) “I was
‘Prepared to see a man of insignificant frame and plain looks. (But)
Estruck me was the expression on his face, which diverted all atten-
Way from his features or figure. It was one of extraordinary inno-
and benignity, with two soft beams streaming out of his eyes.”

It also appears to have been the practice in places as far apart a8
Kedarnath in the Himalaya on the one hand and Thanjavur region
of Tamilnadu extending to Rameswaram on the other, to provide chatrams}
(Dharamshalas) for the stay and comfort of the pilgrims. Public funds,

the shape of assignments of sources of revenue, including revenue from
sea-ports and similar other sources, were given over to such institutions (0
cover the expenses of these chatrams, ctc. In the case of the chatrams 8t
Kedarnath, it was further stipulated, that if an unspent balance
accumulated over a number of years, such a balance was to be wholly spes
on the Kumbh, which happened every twelve years, and a fresh start WaS
made again, beginning with an empty treasury. This may remind m
friends here of a similar practice, which scems to have prevailed in Indid

the time of Harshavardhans. he author, however, does not think too well of the men and wo-

dfound Gandhi. “During the stay at Sarat Babu’s house three of his
Officers were in attendance. They were his indispensable personal
ants. 1 had heard about them of course. Now I saw them for the
€, and what I saw gave me a more or less adequate notion of
the Gandhian milieu was like. These men made up more than fully
4at Gandhi lacked in the way of arrogance in looks and behaviour.
ever before seen such impassive hardness of countenance, nor such
Auteur on the faces of men. They did not speak spontaneously to

(To be concluded),

&
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; Congress of “conspiring” with the British to accept the Federal Plan;
he Tripuri Congress, Bose supporters shouted down Nehru. He could
run the Congress without the support of Gandhi; and Gandhians
ot prepared to cooperate with him on his terms.

anyone who did not belong to the order of worldly power and position, ¢
they were compelled to listen to ordinary persons, they did not look them
in the face, but kept their eyes cither turned away or lowered, ang
then answered in grave and slow speech. T never saw them smile or evep,

look relaxed.””
At one stage, Subhas realised this and decided to continuc Congress

ent with Gandhiji’s blessings. He even asked his brother
t to go and sce Bapu in Delhi in this connection. ‘“But Sarat Bose

What prevented him was astrology, which, as every-

has become today the obbligato of the political
in India. Sarat Babu did not feel sure about the
tions and attitude of Gandhi and therefore could not judge
chance of success hehad. So, Bie consulted the priest, guru and
r of his family, who was also a professor at Calcutta University. As
esult to that, he telegraphed to Subhas Bose on 16 March: “Ashoknath
tri) strongly advises meeting Gandhiji after fifth April Mecting earlier
Meantime do not get perturbed or take precipitate action but
rate with doctors for complete recovery.” That is how the chances
tlement by means of frank discussion with Gandhiji were thrown

As for Gandhiji’s women followers, “‘they were all feline, althoughy
some were catty and others pussyish”. One of them summoned a Birla cap!
every morning for the 100 yards from Sarat Babu’s house to the gate of
an adjoining park.

Nirad Babu was not at all impressed by the Congress Working Coms
mittee. “They were twelve in number, whether in imitation of the Apostles;
or not—I am unable to say. But they were the leading members of the.
Congress Party. Congressmen had got into the habit of describing thems
selves in very grandiloquent political terminology. For instance, even;
Mahatma Gandhi, in writing to a President of the Congress, would call
the Working Committe his ‘Cabinet’. The public and the Press called it
the ‘Congress High Command’, adopting a military and not civil termino=
logy. This revealed the subconscious militarism of the Hindu mind, as
also its admiration for the Germans and their military genius. The name
Congress High Command was only a_translation of the German Oberste
Heeresleitung, although that might not have been consciously done.”

The haughty men and women
“The first impression of the Congress leaders that T received from around Mahatma Gandhi
my visual experience was one of physical ~unattractiveness. With the ex
ception of one or two, none of them could be described as handsome oF
even physically imposing. In this the leaders of the Gandhian era Were
the opposite of those of the pre-Gandhian period. ]

Subhas’ health was also a factor in his political isolation.
Bose had behind him a long record of illness. Even
h;s 2 rly twenties he had been delicate. More than once he
I, and was at last released by the British administration
¢ nndexmndmg that he would leave India and remain in Europe
ment. It was only in 1937 that he came back. The reason be-
illnesses was as much psychological as physiological. ~Although
id contracted tuberculosis, he did not look delicate or hectic.

“Yet this unattractiveness was the least unattractive quality OfF
the outward appearance of the Congress leaders. They repelled, instead
of merely failing to attract. What struck a beholder most forcibly in them
was an overweaning expression of arrogance, which coated their faces a
seemed to lie like make-up on cheeks and forehead

*His inherent constitutional fragility always broke to the surface when
a member of the Congress Working Committee and, after independen® | to remain inactive, or wasin any way thwarted and frustrated.
became the first President of the Repubic of India, had impeccable man compulsory restraint on his freedom of action, he showed con-
and unaffected courtesy towards all. He would raise two folded hands tive symptoms.”
his forehead even before the other party who had caught his eyes B ]
time for it. But Rajendra Babu had been in Calcutta with the gilded yO! Nirad adds : ““He could not have helped the fecling that he was up
of that city, and, besides had innate affability.” a wall. I believe that kept him in fits of rage like a caged beast
¥, and made him emotionally tense and unstable beneath a cold
' However, an intimate friend of his, who was  also at college with

““Of all the Congress members, only Babu Rajendra Prasad, who ¥

In the Gandhi-Bose conflict, the learned author finds Bose mON L
the wrong. He believed all kind of stories; he accused the “Rightists”
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““So intelligent a man as G.D. Birla could not have been unawaré
ithe bearing government in Bengal had on the inferests of the commu-
y, the Marwaris, in the province. These were. very large. So long as
itish rule lasted, the Marwaris could do nothing to prevent the British
ng and industrial ‘interests being supreme and theirs being in second
But their, too, wasa close second, and some  British companies
Marwaris as partners. But the more ambitious Marwaris wanted
| supplant the British, not co-operate with them. Therefore they gene-
supported the Gandhian movement. Gandhi was given to under-
gud by G.D. Birla that as regards money, they could always depend
| the ‘house of Birla. But he would also want to see that the British
drawal from India did not harm Marwari interests in India and, in
tticular, in Bengal.  As regards India, he could depend on Gandhi and
Congress to support all Marwari interests. But the Bengali intelli-
ptsia, which resented the overshadowing Marwari presence in Calcutta,
ght try to get rid of it. Birla also knew that the middle class Bengalis
 inefficient in business and would not by themselves be able ‘to
Matwari vested interests. But the Bengali Hindus could become
ous if they combined with the Muslims. Whether they did any

Why G.D. Birla did NOT want
a Congress-Muslim coalition

me, seemed to attribute that to sexual repression. One day he said to me;.
‘The madcap js becoming more and more mad every day. Is there
no frenzied, beautiful hussy in Caleutta who could shut herself yy
with him in a room and rape him, so that he would feel in honour boung
to marry her ? Then the madcap would become normal.”

However there were bigger political reasons behind the Gandhi-Bog
fift. The British had been singularly unfair to Bengal by giving heavy

ion to the British ity and scheduled castes at the cosy
of “caste” Hindus. Even so Congress had a chance to share power in the
provinces in 1937. Butit did not avail of it. “Just before the Muslin
ministry was setup in Bengal, there had come to the Congress and
Hindus of Bengal an opportunity for exercising political power by sharing
it with the Muslims. This possibility arose out of the existence of twg,
Muslim political parties and not one in the province. The more assertive
Muslim party was the Muslim League, but it was, an all-India Party, and
besides, in Bengal it was the party of upper-class Maslims. Therefore, those
Muslim leaders who stood for the poor Muslim masses had formed another.
party and gone to the electorate as members of this party. Its leader was
Fazl-ul-Hag, and the party was called the Krishak-Praja, or the party of
peasants and tenants. Its Jeader declared that he would form what he
described as Dal-Bhat or ‘Rice-and-Lentil-Soup’ ministry, that is to say,
a ministry which would devote itself to the welfare of the masses and
provide both the basic food and essential necessities of life for them. It
had gained a majority of the seats reserved for the Muslims, but that was
not sufficient for forming a ministry by itself. On account of the clectoral
system, a_ministry in Bengal could be formed only by a coalition. Many
members of the party were nationalistic, and therefore inclined towards,
the Congress. So, at first, Fazl-ul-Huq showed a readiness to combine 8
with the Bengal Congress and create a broad-based ministry of all Bengalis:
This overture was not accepted owing to the decision of the all-India Con= ® adopted by the Marwaries.” Thatis how the Sarat Plan for a
gress not to_accept office even in the provinces where it had obtained lition with Hug fell through
absolute majorities. It was also unwilling to let the Congress Parties il 1
such provinces, where they had no majority, co-operate with any othet
party. It would not make an _exception for the Congress Party in Bengals
even though an opportunity to emjoy power in so important &
province was not likely to come again. Thus it happened that F“.Z"ul-
Hug turned to the other Muslim party and formed a Coalition Ministrys
as it was called, with it.”

A year later, Sarat Bose almost succeeded in toppling the Hug
ministry, to give the Congress and Hindus a break. But Gandhiji wu\:\l
not support the move. The Maulana was against disturbing a Muslit
ministry in a Muslim majority province. And, according to_the learné®
author, G.D. Birla, spokesman of Marwari business interests, also did 10
want a Congress-Muslim coalition ministry in Bengal.

10 themselves or not, the Hindus and Muslims between  them could
the Marwaris. So Birla’s prime concern would be to prevent a
nbination of Hindus and Muslims of Bengal. I have no doubt that in
fing to support the Muslim Ministry in Bengal, he had in mind the
ention of Hindu-Muslim co-operation. It was the British game which

ethaps somebody from the Birla side could throw some light on
atter.

Nirad Babu wholly disapproved of this dubious Congress attitude
sengal. He looks upon Gandhi as the “Black Eminence”, whose
tation of unctuous benevolence towards Subhas Bose makes his role
far alimost sinister.”

" “No two men could be more unlike in social affiliation, upbringing,
dCter, temperament, opinions, and behaviour. As Gandhi’s are well

Ishall not particularize them, but only describe what Subhas
 traits were, In the first place, he was a Bengali gentleman and had
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that gentleman’s class-consciousness, and with that a low opinion of fhe
frading class to which Gandhi belonged; over and above, he had the
Bengali gentleman’s contempt for the proletarian which Gandhi haq
become by choice. New, Bose not only had the Westernized Indians
impatience with an attitude of mind which was anti-intellectual, and naive
even inits cthics; he also had the modern highly educated Bengali’s
intellectual arrogance, which in every case became hypertrophied by an
Oxford or Cambridge education. Thirdly, Bose was not only a nationalisg
of the Bengali stamp, but a Bengali revolutionary as well. This revoly.
tionary type was nurtured on Italian, Russian and Irish doctrines ang
methods of revolution, and was prone to think in terms of militaristic
as well as terroristic violence. Lastly, there was a definite Hindu stregk
in Bose’s dislike for Gandhi, although he was in no sensea bigoted or
even orthodox Hindu. But he had grown upin the first two decades of
the twentieth century in Bengal, where owing to the influence of Bankim

There were thus deeper reasons for Bengal and Gandhi never getting
g well together. -At.the Bengal provincial conference held at Sirajgani,
olution was adopted on 1 June 1924, which, as a matter of form,
ssociated the Congress from all violence and reasserted the principle
non-violence as enjoined by Mahatma Gandhi, but which also put on

nalist leader who had become an adherent of the Gandhian doctrine
-violence in 1920.

There was at once a loud outcry among the British community that
‘Congress was supporter of political assassination. Mahatma Gandhi
indalized, and himself spoke for  new resolution before the All
Congress Committee, when it met on 29 June 1924. It regretted
death of Mr. Day, offered condolences to his family, and unequivocally
mned political murders. But C.R. Das moved an amendment, by

religion and nationalism, so that the nationalist feeling had a pronounced
Hindu complexion and Hinduism a pronounced political character. Thus
the neo-Hinduism of that era, beinga part of Bengali nationalism,
influenced Bose.

“It not only made even highly educated Bengalis subject to told
Hindu superstitions, but also gave them a sectarian prejudice derived from
a traditional dichotomy in Bengali religious and social life. In their sec
tarian afiliation, Bengali Hindus were divided between two cults, namely,
that of Vishnu in the form of Krishna, which professed non-violence; and
that of the Mother Goddess Durga, which extolled power and was mili=
taristic. The adherents of Krishna were called Vaishnavas and the worship=
pers of the Mother Goddess, Saktas, which by itself means votaries of
power. The worshippers of the Mother Goddess therefore always looked:
down upon the adherents of the non-violent sect as cowards.} B
As this sectarian division very largely corresponded to the class: No less significant were certain words used by C. R. Das. He said
division between the gentry and the tradesmen, the Vaishnavites got 8
double amount of contempt from the gentry, who were mostly Sakta—the all vote unanimously for his amendment. In plain words, he
tradesmen being Vaishnavas. Mitted Bengal to political violence in its lowest form, political murder.

The Gandhi-Bose dispute was rooted
in Shakta-Vaishnay differences |

the expression of sympathy for Gopinath Saha as embodied in (hci
resolution, was to form part of the Congress resolution. In thef
Das's amendment was lost. But the voting was significant. Seventy|
of the All India Congress Committee voted for him and seventy-|
against. Unconditional non-violence won only by eight votes. i

““As Gandhi was both a tradesman by caste and class, and a Vaish®
nava in_addition, he would naturally be identified as regards his persona
lity, with a Bengali Vaishnava tradesman. Subhas Bose could not perhap$
have taken this view of Gandhi consciously, but the prejudice was so 0!
and deepseated that it was bound to be present subconsciously. I hate
heard typical Bengali nationalists call Gandhi napumsaka, a word whicls
has no exact English equivalent, but means, literally, a man who is bor8
without virility, and figuratively, a feeble and ineffectual person, a dud If
fact. Even more outrageously abusive language was used by the Bengal
about him.”

where political murder had begun. Dr. Paranjyape
arcastically that Mahatma Gandhi was indeed one of the many saints
, but he was trying to ram his saintliness down the throats of his
lintly countrymen:

Mahatma Gandhi took his victory by only eight votes as a defeat
Viote about his fecling. He said that those who spoke in favour
85's amendment had room for political murder in their philosophy
argued that the philosophy which accepted violence was the
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common_philosophy of all civilized nations. He declared that it yqq ‘ -l d- B . d 2
false philosophy and had failed everywhere. He talked even of [cayiy ul lng Tl ges Wlt

the Congress.

“From this date began the alienation of Bengal from the Gandpy
nationalism, which finally inflicted irreparable harm on Bengal, and fromt
which the Bengali people are still suffering. The anti-Bengali  feclip
Mahatma Gandhi increased with the years, and made him indifferent eyqy
to the real injustice inflicted on Bengal from 1932 onwards. Yet the iropy
of the situation was that the Bengalis could neither accept Gandhi g
resist him.  They fell between two stools.”

And_ that partly explains how and why (West) Bengal drifted ayay

from the Congress—and went leftist. D.

——Snippets from Nirad Babu

N an English ion of the Gita to

the East India Company in London, Warren Hastings |
wrote : “These will survive when the British domination
in India shall have long ceased to exist and when the
sources it once yielded of wealth and power are lost to
remembrance.” (P. 56)

HE GREAT LINGARAJ TEMPLE of Bhubaneshwar was.

surrounded by high walls and nobody but a Hindu
could pass through its gates. | was shown a high scaffold-
ing with a platform just outside the northern wall. |
which, | was told, had been built to enable Lord Curzon |
to see the courtyard of the temple. Of course, Hinduism |
could say ‘No’ even to the British Viceroy of In: ia, -1

THE HIGHEST STRUCTURE in this frontage of Banaras |

architecture was Aurangzeb’s mosque with its two.
slender and very tall minars. The Great Mogul had bullt
iton a temple of Shiva, so that the Faithful migh
trample on the heathen god's head. We Hindus, however,
Veni-Madhava’. ( P. ] :

ling Ambassador of Pakistan in India.

N IALKANI : Mananiya Nanaji, Kuldipji, Sethiji, Kakakhel

40-50 years the clashes that occurred, the riots that took place and

think over it, discuss it—and this would be our topic of the day.

never called the mosque, & mosque, but ““the Standard of 8 Who divided the two to this extent, as good !
180 )

Ve, situations change. There are quarrels of politicians, clashes of

A Memorable Symposium in DRI
on Independence Day, 1988

IDEENDAYAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE observed Independence Day

by organising a symposium on “Building Bridges with the People of
. The participants were Shri Kuidip Nayar, well-known columnist,
Setli, leading economist, Maulana Wahiduddin Khan, Director, The
Cenire, New Delli and Shri Shafaqat Kakakiiel, Charge d* Afiaires

hri Nana Deshmukh, Chairman, DRI, presided.

iri- Malkani, Vice-Chairman, DRI, introduced the distinguished

fere is an English rendering of the proceedings conducted in Hindi-
ani.

—Ed.

i
Sahib, brothers and sisters, a hearty welcome to you all on this

Bi0us Independence Day. This day, every year, wo mect and. discuss
Independence and Partition—how it happened, why it happened;

people of India and Pakistan can be brought together. During the

Tness that ensued—can we end it ? Can we bridge the gulf? We

hat happened in India and Pakistan is not something minor. After
the turn of events was such that it led inevitably to partition. The
fact is that the Hindu looks upon the Muslim as enemy. and the

looks upon the Hindu as enemy. And they both look upon the

e is nothing final about anythin; ven about partition or
We could still retain cordial relations, maintain brotherly
That is what we should consider and discuss. Just as winds blow,

nfs. Why can’t we live in peace and amity, have an honest
There are people who say, you talk of building bridges with

i people, but there is no government of the people there; they have
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a military government. But eyen military governments change. If there ig
a military government today, it may not be there tomorrow or the daya;
after. In Tran, some years ago, the Shah ruled; but, where s the Shah
today 2 Our object should be that the people-of Pakistan should fec! thgg
the people of India are friends, brothers. We may live separately. but therg
is no reason to quarrel or fight. It is essential that public opinion is edys
cated and it asserts itsclf. If there is informed public opinion, governs
ments shall have to bow to it before long. Today’s papers carried the neys
{hat Shri Morarji Desai has been honoured with “Nishan-e-Pakistan’ 8
One may view it in a variety of ways. But if Pakistan says that they hold
Morarji in respect, that is good. It builds bridges. Now if Morarji Bhaj
says something, it will carry some weight in Pakistan.

I need not say more. It isa joy that all of you have come herel
Kuldip ji, leading columnist, needs no_introduction. Dr. Sethi is wellg
Known thinker, writer, former member of Planning Commission. Maula
Wahiduddin Khan, President of the Islamic Centre isa disting
«cholar and writer. And M. Kakekhel is Charge d'Affaires and Actin
Ambassador of Pakistan. We are grateful to all of them for accepting ouf

invitation

| would now request Kuldip to initiate the discussion. Being a fre2
quent visitor to Pakistan, I'm sure he knows more about the Pakisuni
Mhind than most of us. With these words, I would request Kuldipji 0
express his views on the subject.

SHRI KULDIP NAYAR : Brothers and sisters, I was born in Sialkols
Pakistan Punjab. 1 got my school and college education there. 1 haye’
been a frequent visitor to Pakistan since its inception. I do not claim
Lnow it thoroughly, but I have been writing voluminously about it.
articles are widely published and read there. T know the thinking of peoplé
to some extent, so whatever I say is from first-hand experience.

Many of us wonder why Pakistan was formed. If e try to undo
or speak anything against it, it shall be of no avail. My personal imps
cion s that if we had accepted Cripps Proposals in 1941, there would ha¥
been no partition; we would have remained united. Today when there afé
riots, whether in Moradabad or Gujarat or anywhere elsc, it is not i
only Muslims are killed, Hindus also are killed. But when these riofS
reported in Pakistan, people there are shaken.

Once I asked Mr. Bhutto that often the question is raised that Iné
does not really accept Pakistan. He replied that such people are few. Hel
nobody, whether he is Hindu, Sikh or Muslim, is unequal or insect

" s larger than even that in Pakista

ion,

Shri Kuldip Nayar initiating the dis

 because of his religion. We have provided for this in the Constitution,

even though we have not been wholly successful in implementing it.
Educated people in Pakistan know that the number of Muslims in India
n.. Butevery citizen, Hindu, Muslim
or Sikh, has the same one vote. Here aMuslim can hold the highest post

* or position. We should search our hearts whether we can fully realise

this equality in letter and in spirit. Do we really believe in a system

that is secular in the full sense of the word ? I remember an incident

of 15 or 20 years ago. There were many people in Pakistan who said
that if their life and property were secure, they themselves would like to
break down the walls. I think it is truc about Pakistan that itisa
theocratie state. It i also true that Pakistan has never seen a Democracy
in action as we see it here. But it would be wrong to say that we are,
for that reason, superior people. In our country there are opportuni-
ties. The leadership we had - Mahatma ~Gandhi, Nehruji, Maulana
Azad, Patel—they were all products of the revolution, who believed in
Democracy, We have an open society.
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A few days back there was a family from Pakistan, an educateq
family, There wasa girl, about I8 or 19 years old. I asked her to tel]
me frankly what was the dominant impression of her first visit (o
India. She said, “Uncle, I never knew that you Indians are so poor.
Thave seen so much poverty here. We thought that there has been sq
much progress” It isa fact, whether welike it or not. I have never
been to the countryside of Pakistan; no journalist goes to a village. But
the pressure of population there is much less, and the land is abundant,
1 also think that Islam_believes more in equality. I do not mean to say
that there are no rich and poor in Pakistan. Iam speaking ina general
way. Itis also true that they have no caste system. Byand large,
financially, they are better off than us.

But our asset, a big asset, is the open society. A Pakistani, when he
returns from here, admits that he had open conversations here; he was
not watched by anybody. This is our greatest asset. But, unfortunately,
when we compare ourselves with Pakistan, we forget that this is a plus
point in_ contrast to the relative prosperity of Pakistan. Whenever any-
body comes from Pakistan, we treat him in the same manner as an Indian
is treated there. We give him visa for a city or two, that's all. We expect
them to report to the Police every day. If you find a friend in Pakistan,
the Police ask what you were doing there. If somebody gets a letter
from the other side, hell is let loose. This happens on both sides In
this respect we should remember that we are a democratic country; we
do not like. these restrictions. Why do we impose them on visiting
Pakistanis ? We have many drawbacks—I know we have not been able
to create a really secular state here, we have not been able to create a
really democratic state. But in our country, we have at least one thing—
we have free cxpression. We are free to speak. We can change the
government—and we have done it. We have this asset of a free society.
So, when a Pakistani comes here, we should allow him to go wherever
he wants in India. A white man, whosoever he is, maybe a C.I.A. man
ora K.GB. agent, he hasavisa for the whole of India. We should
unilaterally do the same thing for Pakistanis—and hope that Pakistan
follows suit.

Tam very happy to bring to your notice that when the Janata govern-
ment was formed, Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee was Foreign Minister. He
is a great friend of mine and he agreed to this proposal of mine. He
gave a statement at Jaipur to that effect, but hinted that we might be
strict on our borders. I remember how others of the Janata Party reacted.
I remember. 1 went to see Shri Morarji Bhai and emphasized this point.
Morarji Bhai began talking about increased activity of spies from across
the border and a rush of intelligence agents. I told Morarji Bhai that
spies never come openly across the border, through regular channels.

hey have many: other; routes open tof them. They never enter via the
eck-posts.  But then the Janata Government went out.

I admit there are many short-comings in our system.. But, we do
ave a free society.  And, with our free society and all our open avenues,
e have been trying to create a secular democratic society. This is a
at thinig. 1do not claim that we have fully succeeded. But we have
and the people of Pakistan like it. That'is why when you go to
istan they tell you that the golden period of Indo-Pakistan relationship
jas during the Janata rule.  The Janata government had not given away
ything. Only they treated them as equals, as friends: That is all. When
independent state exists, whether /it is ‘small or big. it should be
ated with equality.

There is a third thing that we have as an asset, which I saw and
hich has been appreciated by the people of Pakistan and we should
ngthen it. There was a judge in the government under. Mr. Bhutto.
resigned when there was the question of oath to Zia.

Pakistan has more money,
India has more Freedom

He met me here some time back.  Whenever I go to Pakistan, I see
The husband and wife had come from Amritsar and they saw me
before they returned to Lahore. He told me that they had come to
dia for the first time after partition. He had been a resident of
lhiana and had escaped with great difficulty, like many other people.
told me they had just visited Mathura; they saw the wall dividing
ple and mosque. In the temple, they were offered Prasad. When the
IS came to know that they were from Pakistan, they were felicitated
treated as special guests. He admitted that in a similar situation
akistan, the temple would have been razed to the ground. “‘But here
Was so much tolerance and accommodation, that we Pakistanis
cqual it,” he said. Well, it is a matter of pride that we belong
Such a society. That there is so much tolerance and - accommodation
nduism, that is our best point. If we maintain that we have so
Y mosques and that we should convert them to temples, then we will
' our Maryada. They don’t have this thing in Pakistan. It is our
point that we treat everyone as equal, whether oneis Hindu,
1 OF Muslim. Everyone has his own religion, one may worship accord-
([0 one’s faith. This is the third characteristic T have described—
SPirit of tolerance, of ‘accommodation of another’s faith, ~This is the
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beauty of Hindu religion. You may believe in Khuda or be an Arya Samg.
st or a Sanatani;: but we are all -one; -under. the ‘same. canopy. 1f e
change this, our image of accommodation-would be tarnished, we will b
false to ourselves.

hat I am trying to say is that when there are cultural contacts, they
the people together. There even now people speak Punjabi. All the
 people, or Airport people, as soon as they know that we are from
,their behaviour undergoes a big change. When some poor Muslim
re from here, speaks Urdu, these people do not care much for him.
why I say cultural contacts are a must. That is why I say we in
ould take some steps even unilaterally. Pakistan rulers would, of-
try to keep us apart because, through cultural contacts, people
ated, and the Government there does not want it.

The fourth. thing which should have taken place, but has not, js
cultural contacts., It has been_suggested. why the two. Punjabs. should
ot be united.. , This has been said_seriously—not in jest. L replied thag
if the tyo Punjabs could be united, the whole of India and Pakistan cag
be_unifed. I mentioned this at the Pindj Club in 1972. When I wen
to sce Bhutto, he complained that I was talking about reunion, at least
of the two Punjabs. I replied that what I was speaking was right, whether
it would be practical or not, that was another matter.

I want to mention one other thing. We live under a great

nsion that all women in Pakistan observe strict Purdah.
ly we do not see a woman on the road there. But once there was
unjabi marriage at Hilton Hotel. « Just like here, they celebrated

There is another incident of two yearsago. A member of (he (fashion that many of them did not have even a dupatta on their
Railway Boatd, had organised a gathering in- Lahore:consisting - of sofne [asked my friend what had happened to Ummat (religious
elders, but mostly of young people in their early twenties. ‘When I had unity of Muslims). He laughed and said that “Kafirs” had gone and
aprivate chat with them, they asked me two questions : one, why the B8 Cmained.
two Punjabs have not united; and the other, why Pakistan was formed,
Ireplied the second *question first and told them that it was no use
discussing it, but it means that there is a cultural contact. There is one
more problem in Punjab. - All our_folk-lore—Heer-Ranjha, Sohai-
Mahiwal. ete.—revolve round the Chenab river in West Punjab. All these. &
stories are still sung in Punjabi villages. Our children still sing them.
So this cultural contact is important. When I told Gen. Zia that therg
was a troupe accompanying me, which wanted to give some _programmes,
he agreed, but he warned that the role of “Heer’ shouid be played by a
boy and not by a woman. When I asked how that would be possible, he
said that it was prohibited in Islam to bring women on the stage.
reminded him that Turkish women had only recently had a dance:
programme in knickers. He said that, that was an entirely different matiefs
Sindhis, he said, had many cultural contacts.

We can, and must, have

more cultural contacts

There is lot of ‘Purdah’ in some sections. But when there was a
the subject in the assembly, in every city women organised de-
ions. They faced lathi-charges, whippings and jail. This aspect
n's liberation movement in also there.

atever the propaganda, governments, on this side and that, they
their own dominance. It is a political cold-war. In olden days
d to fight. Now, too, it is a struggle for power. There is lot
rmation. If we in our country think that Pakistan is our enemy,

When I am in Pakistan, the Punjabis there regard me as a fellows that India is their enemy.  Well, that is going to lead us no-
Punjabi, nearer to them than the Sindhi or Baluch Muslims. OUES The unfortunate thing is that we don’t have access to the other
language is common, our eating habits are same, our jokes—many of thef lterature—books and newspapers. So we don’t quite know what is
at the cost of Sikhs—are exchanged with gusto. Bg on the other side—and why.

We can do one thing—ask ourselves whether we are a truly
iety. Do I have faith in a democratic society ? Do I think that

bigger or smaller—or do I regard all countries as  equally
? I think that if we remember this, we will come very close

A journalist from U.P. had gone to West Punjab. He suggestd
that Urdu-wallahs should be repatriated to India, from where they camé
because they refused to learn any other language; nobody tried to I
and understand Punjabi.
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We all suffered by Partition. I think Muslims suffered morc
were bk\dly divided into three —lnd.a, P:Aklsmn and Bangladesh

big voice. In 1947, when 1 started from Sialkot, I saw the irole m,.u
that side and this. Non-Muslims were victims on that side and Muslims gy
this side. Nobody can quantify who suffered more. Bat people retain thejg
identity. One day they wil demolish these walls so that we can come toges
ther. A Common Market may not be envisaged immediately 0

because, comparatively, India is a developed country, Pakistan is feg
developed But just as there is a Common European Market, so there wjf
some day be a Common Sub-continental Market. Some people have alregs
dy made a guess. If there is such a market, they say, in one vear, peoplet
would earn Rs. 4,000 crores more. Well, this is a thing for the future. Bu
I want to emphasize one thought. Pakistani people also have complaint
against us. They have everything but they don’t have democracy. I haye
no doubt that Pakistan would some day be a Democracy. And when i
is democratic, it will also be secular; it cannot be otherwise. Well, man

many thanks to you for giving me this opportunity to meet you

K.R. MALKANI : We have just had a most enlightening talk. Our grates
ful thanks to Kuldip.

1 will now call upon Maulana Saheb to address us on this important
subject. He is a man of light and learning, of utter sincerity and grea
originality. 1 have no doubt that we will all profit by his views.

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan addressing the distinguished gathering.

MAULANA WAHIDUDDIN KHAN : Kuldip has already said whatever
I thought needed to be said on the subject. [ would, thercfore, make onlf
a few points

ing of initiating a propaganda war against the U.S.A. But on second
5, they adopted ‘Reverse Course’. They stopped criticising U.S.A.
ther countrics that had bombarded them. They went in the opposite

I was in Pakistan in 1971. My host had a big house in Lahofe
We were sitting on the terrace at night. The full moon was shining bngh
Here the family members said something which was jvery  touchin;
said : “The same moon must be shining in India too.” The tone fica in the economic field. Mahatma Gandhi
mood were very meaningful—the same moon, the same sun, 1e Pt this ‘Reverse Course’. Unfortunately we did not follow where he
clouds and yet, what a difference ! What a hell we have been throughs 10 lead s, and the whole thing failed.
What a painful separation !

also wanted us to

Lam runninga mission. Many people are engaged in the fask.
iow you have to struggle a lot, if you choose the path of construc-
Work. Ihave aged more than my years. Butl thank God that
been quite successful in my mission.

Ioften say that had we followed the path envisaged by Mahatmé
Gandhi, thereis no doubt India would have become a great powers
would have become a super-power. The Japanese solved their probl
by adopting the strategy of ‘Reverse Course’. You know the Japanese B
been great fighters during and before the Second World War.
were defeated, they atfirst hoped to starta guerilla war.

‘The people of India and Pakistan are one thing but their Govern-
are quite another thing. 1 have imbibed the teachings of Islam. For
years | have been studying the Koran and Islamic literature. In




14 pig lying there. What he did was that as soonas there was some lig

suprogress and develop. Struggles lead to progress, competitions lead {0

44 st, 1988 45
that literature the thing that is relevant here is ‘/ras’, which megy Biiat this principle must be_observed by the peoples of ngmtan and In dia.
‘Principle of Avoidance’. The suggestion that we want to give to afrontations are inevitable but clashes can be avoided.

people of Tndia and Pakistan, the affection we have to show, the (g
that we want to convey, is the ‘Principle of Avoidance’. The reasop &
that it is quite impossible that in life there will be no problem, ns
disputes, no confrontation, no quarrels no complainings. These are inejy
able. Even Adam, the first man, had to face it. Two brothers fougt
All this has been happening and it will continue to happen.
in the Koran that people may compete and struggle. The faitl
to follow what God has ordained. i i

[ want to add one thing for governmental level, What has recently
pened between America and Russia is something without a parallel.
semember there was a Revolution in 1917 in Russia and America.
walry has been going on for seventy years. Countless billions of
s and roubles have been spent on condemning each other through
ss, pitting military forces against each other, taking this step and
The entire history of America and Soviet Russia has been one of
maing cach other. But today, in J988, they have realised the
of itall. Russian officials have  used a very fine expression to
ibe the present attitude and efforts of the two sides—“solution-
ated”. The war efforts of the two hal weakened the economies of
So now they have made an agreement that they would, of their
inci i E of their nuclear arms. The first instalment
el Y e i e d ; “:‘;‘:;r:;:;oiazm:licady taken place, before the .observers of the
mischief-mongers everywhere, amongst Muslims and amongst Hindus, .
Somebody had placed the head of a pig in a mosque. One of my com: ety
panions, when he went there for the morning Namaz, found the head of

Ttis i
hful hayg

Muslims, is now_spreading among the Hindus too. We preach action oy
the ‘Principle of Avoidance’, which can end all disputes and conflicts,

I have my colleagues spread all over India. Let me tell you i

We must ‘Reverse Course’ and
adopt the ‘Principle of Avoidance’

of dawn, he picked it up, wrapped itin a cloth, ranaway with it and
dropped it in a pit. He then washed the place clean. After that, thous
ands of Muslims gathered there on hearing the report. They were besides’
themselves with rage at the man. They said he had been cowardly. My
friend replied calmly that they could kill him if they liked, for doing what
he had done. This is the ‘Principle of Avoidance’. If one person maki
a mistake, you have to avoid retaliation. You are not to react in angefs
If you react, there will be a riot, locally and elsewhere. This is not
something peculiar to Pakistan or India. I tell my people that they
should not take these as Hindu-Muslim riots. This is a problem of life:
Clashes do not occur because of Hindu-Muslim differences but because!
of lack of avoidance. These incidents will occur even in Mecca and’
Medina, Karachi and Lahore. God has ordained, and the holy Koran has
encouraged, the spirit of struggle and competition so that we may

As far as the people of India and Pakistan are concerned, I appeal
oth to adopt the “Principle of Avoidance’. Iam going to Pakistan
rtly. 1 will make this appeal to them. Iam nota man of double-
indards. 1do not indulge in double-talk. Ihave been to several
intries—Arab countries, United States. Wherever I have gone, 1 have
the same thing that 1 am speaking here and T will say it in Pakistan
, viz. that the only solution lies in “The Principle of Avoidance’.

On the Government level, Masha Allah (God willing), I have only
ibmit that even the super-powers cannot afford rivalry and confmfﬂa-
Ultimately they also had to make efforts that are ‘solution-
How can India and Pakistan affordit? A miracle has
lised between Russia and America. The New York Times has
ed it the “Grand Compromise”. When these super-powers cannot
rd the policy of arms race and clashes, where do westand ? That is
LT have to say.

progress. God wants that we may run after one another. But God h
prescribed a scheme to avoid clashes, and that is the ‘Principle Of
Avoidance’. If anything amiss happens at the hand of someone, ‘avoid!
reacting to it.

I can cite many more  examples of how my friends are working Of
this mission all over India. Wherever something happens they apply thi
“Principle of Avoidance’ rule, and clashes are avoided. If this had
been done, Champaran would have been on fire. I wish to emphasi

. MALKANI : Thank you Maulana Saheb, thank you very much, for
our talk from the core of your heart. We are all grateful to you.
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Now I would request Dr. Sethi to throw some light on this vita]
issue of Indo-Pak relations.

DR. J.D. Sethi : Friends, so much has been said that there is very little
scope for adding anything. But I would like to make a few points which
have remained untouched.

One is the view the world takes of this big land mass of India and
Pakistan and their enmity. For 40 years, we have determined not to settle
our differences by ourselves but to depend upon others to solve our
problems. There is a new report on behalf of economic cxperts who
formulate world economic strategy and advise the World Bank and the
I.M.F. and decide about their aid. They state that South Asia—Hindus
tan, Pakistan, Bangladesh and other smaller countries, where poverty and
famines abound—should be called the Fourth World. They should be
called the Fourth World becatise they have no prospect of development
The way they arc going on, they might differ a bit, but their incomes
range between 250-350 dollars. The people who decide about the fate of
the world have come to the conclusion among themselves that these
people of South Asia, for 50 or 100 years, they have no hope. They will
give you money, they will give you acroplanes, ships. They may invite
you, may organise cultural festivals for you. But the entire picture is that
just as there was previously the First World, the Second World, the Third
World, we now also have the Fourth World. The First World was of the
Western capitalist countries, the Second World is the Communist coun
tries and_ the Third World is the rest undeveloped countries. But some of
them had a great leap forward and went to the top. South Korea, Taiwan
ete.—three or four countries, made spectacular progress and from the
Third World moved to the First World.

But, they have decided that you have no hope, that you have o
starve, that the peoples of half the world will remain poor. They say,
your rulers, your ruling leaders, do not have the character and the com-
mitment to do something for you. Even if we give you money, you will
not be able to make any development’. We are just like Jhuggi-Jhonpri
Colony of the world and our leaders are like the ring-leaders of aJ.J
Colony. Our leaders, whether here or in Pakistan, are leaders of that
type.

Well, I am not saying these things by myself. This is the report
recently published by the World Bank, which is prepared by leading eco-
nomists. It is emphasized that these countries cannot be developed. We
can provide them with weapons, we can give them some money, we will
send them food, if they starve. But there is no more chance for them.

Dr. J.D. Sethi addressing the gathering.

The second thing is that there s not a single country in this area
hich does not look to some outside big country, to provide it a security
umbrella. Whether Pakistan looks to China and USA, or we look to
Russia, it is the United States which ultimately determines everything. Our
Security is linked to Russia just as Pakistan’s security is linked with China
land the United States. It does not look as if even in the coming 10-15
iears, we will sit up and ponder—what these countries, to which we have
Banchored our security, what interest they have got in this exercise ? You

he gun purchased was appropriate or wrong type and whether any kick-
“backs were paid or not paid. Nobody asked the question why such a gun
was not developed in all these forty years in our own country. We were
manufacturing 122 mm. guns in 1947, and now we have this imported
n. For all these 40 years, we have not been able to build a gun of this
type and we have been importing throughout. Why 2 Because they will
not allow you to build it. That is why the arms-race is on 5o fast. The
colossal Pakistan Defence budget is leading us, God knowns where. We
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are increasing our own budget—and we are happy ! Our security is plan.
ned against Pakistan, against China. But piling up of arms does nog
‘guarantee security. If your military power also has an economic power t
back it, then that is all-right. But neither of us can fight a war for more
than two weeks. I there is intervention, it would be confusion wore
confounded

The third disappointment is that the arms race which is becoming
faster and faster, might one day end up in an explosion: Russia and USA
both sat together and thought that there was the danger of an accidental
war also, hence it was proper to sit down and think. Accidents can be
avoided if you are determined not to fight. A war can start through g
genuine mistake. At least they have sat down and talked about it. But we
are not talking to each other at all. There is a gulf, a fissure, between us,
Without cultural contact there is no way to bridge this gulf. The rulers
will not allow it, because they have a lot to lose by it. Maulana Sahib has
given a detailed description of their so-called ‘achievements’. I will also
give you a story. Kuldip once took me to Pakistan. We attended a semi-
nar, in which we were 15 Indian participants and there were 25 from that
country, one or two from Sri Lanka and the seminar was on ‘South Asia’.
But it also attracted an audience of 200-300 people, many of whom were
big shots of Pakistan, both on the ruling side as well as opposition. So
much so that one observer, who had been just released from jail, shouted
‘Zia Murdabad® before he took his seat. I had never attended a seminar
like that in all my life. All Pakistani intellectuals, politicians, opposition-
leaders, government members, people from the foreign office, our ambas-
sador and his staff —all of them were there. I had to present a paper on
“Economic Co-operation between India and Pakistan™. I said to myself
that they could read the Paper at leisure; it was better to utilise the oppor-
tunity for some real talk. What Maulana Sahib has ably presented, I put
forward in a similar analysis. As Kuldip has mentioned at the outset,
there are people who have not recognised Pakistan, its de facto formation.
T asserted that 99.9 per cent people have nor accepted partition and that I
was one of them. For a whole minute, there was pin-drop silence. Then
I broke the silence and told them that I was not talking in terms of: the
territory. I was talking of the ethos of the sub-continent. I was talking
about its force, about the indomitable affinity of blood. I was taiking
about culture, about history. “If you think that through a division of the
geographical territory, you have snapped this cultural cohesion, I submit
that it is unbreakable. Even if you raise a China Wall, I would not accept
this division. The reason is that the ideal for which Mahatma Gandhi laid
down his life does not have such cracks or fissures. That man sacrificed
himself for you. He offered his life not only for the weifare of the Hindus
but also for the interest of the Muslims, for the unity of Hindus and
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jslims.  What is our duty ? I am addressing you—leave aside India,
m talking to you, asking you.”  For some time I was apprehensive
people will speak out emotionally, in great anger. But nothing of the

I said that we had a leader like Nehru and many other leaders of
tion and vision. On your sids was Janab Mohammed  Ali Jinnah,
the Muslim League, who was very much a modern man. Gandhiji
nted the world conscience for this country. If you want friend-
5 between Hindustan and Pakistan, it will have to be on the principles
propounded by the Mahatma and today by Maulana Sahib, viz.
du-Muslim unity and ahimsa.
,

‘When Partition was being demanded, Mahatma Gandhi had warned
tit would be on his dead body. But these people made him acquiesce
Gandhiji had warned that confrontation between Hindus and
lims would get worse after partition; it will be magnified into such
ortions that the danger he had been fighting against throughout his
‘would come about; only those Indians and Pakistanis would be in

Political partition cannot destroy
the cultural unity of the People

who have no commitment to their country, their culture, their
lization, and who would always be looking outside.

Here they study English. Mr. Kakakhel will tell you, there also
y study English. The other day I was reading an article in Narendra’s
tap’, reproduced from a foreign journal. They do not have our
of language problem. Here people in the South do not agree,
bils don’t; only a few do. But, there everyone had agreed to Urdu
National Language. But today they have demonstrations in
n against Urdu. The entire picture is that English is riding us
“Old Man of the Sea’, choking us and overpowering our land.
we have our children of Modern School, they also have children
eir Modern School; just as we have our Public Schools, they have
£ Public Schools. The Colleges there are similar to those here. The
of Bharat and Pakistan have the same mind, the same blood, the
e culture and they also have the same ailments—with the same conse-
ces. Urdu in Pakistan has the same tragic tale It went from
> and now it has its clashes with Punjabi, Baluchi, Pashto and Sindhi.

T asked freedom-fighters there to tell me s
Pakistani co-existence. I told them Gandl

principles of Indian
had envisaged these
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principles and it can be done in no other way, do what you will. Ty,
is why Ido not accept the partition of India, If you want me to giy
up these principles, well, I am not prepared. If this stand is acceptap
then and only then, further dialogue can be meaningful and there yj
be no quarrels, no confrontation. There are, of Course, tWo or  (hygg!
points of dispute”

e world trade is between the capitalist countries or between them
e communist countries. Only the remaining 10 percent trade
n the rest of the 120 countrics. We in India and Pakistan do not
proper dialogue. We do not study this thing at the university level.
legislatures don’t discuss it either. They only repeat propaganda
; i The strategy we have planned is entirely miscon-
 and wrong-headed.

Fora couple of minutes, I thought that I would have a

Kuldipji was there. T told him that I had spoken something qui It was once decided that the Planning Commissions of the two

s would meet and evolve a joint economic strategy. If we do not
ven now, later there would be a catastrophe, when the entire world
to put you in Category IV, You will be fed, if you starve.
s never starve, but they should feel the responsibility. Iam not
ow we should begin. The principles I know; but it is for the
ents to act. Or there should be mass action and initiatives by
The danger-bell is sounding ominously. Pakistan, Hindustan
gladesh between them may be destroyed irrevocably. They build

Pak diplomat’s bitter-sweet
experiences in India

that_evening, Gen. Akram, who was the bitterest critic of India, inviteg|
me for dinner. He confessed that he was dead opposed to India; “fhe!
world knows it”. But he wanted to know how the two could be brought
together, the practical steps. He said he was willing to publicly plead |
for reunion i he was convinced of its practicality. In the cve
young men and women also wanted me to tell them what to do. Bugd
peech-making is one thing, policy is another. The lati
depends upon the government of the day, the various institutions. We
can only preach like missionarics. But only government can act. Tha
in-charge did too little too late. And so no substantial progr
be made.

1 only want to tell you that the world thinks that for at least 1015} 5
years, there is no future for Hindustan, Pakistan and Bangladesh. If you i@ walls like these, runarms races and go on looking up to other
want arms, you may have them. If you want to fight, you m: fities for their sccurity. New ways must be found on the lines laid
If you are fools to imagine that China can save you or that USSR wil by the Mahatma and today recapitulated by Maulana Sahib. There-
save you or that U.S.A. would come to your rescue, you are at liberty lies hope for us all.
to live in that ifool's paradise. The greatest thing is that neitheE
Pakistan nor India understands this; but economists do. If trade is made
free, India i
in Pakistan; but they are manufacturing better cloth and some othef
articles. But just as many people in India do not ‘understand thingss
50 also in Pakistan many people do not understand anything.

i Many, many thanks, Dr. Sethi, for your masterly presentation.
llnow request Hon. Kakakhel Saheb to place his views before us.

FAQAT KAKAKHEL : Respected brothers and sisters, first of all
o congratulate you on the Independence Day of India. I also
you for inviting me to meet you all and have a talk with you and
a matter which is of supreme importance viz. how to build bridges
and fellow-feeling between the peoples of Pakistan and Hindustan.
- morning when I went to listen to the Independence Day speech of
PM and took my seat amongst dignitaries, Isaw a strange thing.
PM wore the same style of clothing as I. Butl was wonder-
he would say something adverse about Pakistan. Would he blame
i for the various problems of India, so that I will have to go- after

eech to my office, instead of going home. I had asked my office
o be in their seats, for we may have to report the speech to our
fiment immediately. I am happy that I went home instead of
{0 g0 to office. Ialso hope my presence here has not inhibited
eedom o f your discussion.

etc., which collaborate here, collaborate there. But colluhoratf

in Pakistan—and Pakistanis cannot start it in India !
enterprise anywhere in the world, but no bilateral collaboration bet!
India and Pakistan ! We cannot financially aid each other !

All Europe competes, but they have the bulk of the trade betW
themselves. Europe itself is having brisk international ~trade
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As far as misunderstandings of the common man are concerneq,
1 will tell you about my family experience. I have come here after having
served different countries of the world, including some Muslim countries,
When I was ordered posted here, Icalled my wife and children

now going to was a difficult one, an enemy country. If in the class-room, EARCH gTiTare
the market or the streets, they happened to hear something unfricndly, e

they should patiently tolerate it, or, as the Maulana said, observe thg
‘Principle of Avoidance’.

When we arrived here, immediately a chain of social activity started;
and we forgot all our forebodings and precautions. One day the children
came and told me that two months earlier T had given them a warning¥
that we were going to a difficult country, but how was it that they we
not finding any difficulty whatsoever 2 We had lived in three Muslimy
countries, but my children were not invited to friends’ homes as frequentl
as here. This is the only country visited by me during the last twenty
years of my diplomatic service where, for four months, I did not need to
go in for identity cards. The sense of sccurity and the feeling of Kinship
that we find here, is unique. But with all this kinship, we are kind of
strangers to each other.

There are some points which Kuldipji finds necessary to work ofly
and which he has mentioned in_his books also. Inmy opinion it is Of
primary importance that due to different reasons in Hindustan, in the texts
books, in newspapers and magazines, it is said time and again that the
two-nation theory is unacceptable and that we do not accept it. Shri Sethi
Sahib asserted the same thing. But, look at it from the point of view 0
the general public, the fear that haunts them. Pakistan has been scparas
ed; itis there on the world map. It must have separated because O Was formed will take it several years to move towards secularism,
some acute differences. What does Pakistan think about Hindustan—0 €ause the history of India, which you represent, is thousands of years
Hindustan think about Pakistan ? Being bigger, that is India’s E d whereas we represent only history after 1921. Hence you shall have
responsibility. If we accept it, matters will be set right; if we shirk it, give us some more time

Shri Kakakhel, Charge d*Affaires Pakistan addressing DRI.

9ple of Hindustan but also of the relationship between Hindustan and
Istan. I have only to mention that the conditions under which Pakis-

won’t do.

As far as ‘openness’ is concerned, Hindustan has us ‘Open
Biely’, and frec expression and free opinion have greater scope
e e b ® than in Pakistan. Tagree with this, Unfortunately, we do not
tion, because of which ‘walls’ have become redundant. At governt [ i, Nowyouses the map, how big India i, and how
level our Radio and TV networks may not _arrange it, but the scalé 5 Pakistan, You must be 600 or 800 million. But this uniquely
which Pakistani games are seen here, on that scale people do not sce el society, a democran‘c society, a secular society, you do not have a
i Palistai political party, which stands openly and firmly for  friendship with

n. Inyour entire Lok Sabha, amongst all the 400 or 500 mem-
'threAls not a single person who would stand up and say that you
mplaining about Punjab, but look to the other side. Four or five

As far as culture is concerned, howsoever high a wall one may builds

Kuldip has mentioned a very fine thing, and that is seculafi8
Therein lies the solution. Therein lies not only the welfare of the gen¢
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istan of helping terrorists, or doing this and that. But, why don’t you
Ewith us and discuss matters ? Why are you sending us messages

ugh Jordan or Turkey or America, when the flight time between India
Pakistan is only 32 minutes 2 And now we even have direct phone !
over, we have a common language and, if you think you can speak
good English, we can talk in English. You should always speak
ly. There have been four or five proposals. We said there s the
d No-War Pact proposal of India. What was wrong with it > But it was
objected that we should first give in writing that we shall not give
jy bases to any third country. You want us to commit that Pakistan
eitakes not to provide bases to any foreign power. What is more
jortant — this, or the safeguard and the commitment, of not  repeating
utbreak of another war after the previous three wars, in  which lacs
€0ple lost their lives or were ruined ? You get stuck to one thing. If

in danger, erica, we will take help even from

people like Kuldip, Sethior Khushwant may be there, but in the Loj
Sabha there is no one who may say so.

1 will give you an example. There was a debate here onPunjab o
August 2. when participating MPs urged snapping of ties with Pakistan
and even waging war against Pakistan. Our “undemocratic” government,
the democracy of which you do not recognise, has members like Mirza
who said, “what do you talk? Hindustan has no plans to destroy
Pakistan in_collaboration with Russia. We should have better relations
with India, with the people of India, and find solutions for ou
problems ” But in your Lok Sabha there s not one MP to talk like this,
There is not a single party in Hindustan, no platform, to speak like this,
We have the National Party. We have (GM) Syed group. We have
several other persons who say loudly that we. are not interested in having
a confrontation, or one thousand year war, against India. You should
give this matter a thought, that you have an open society, yet when there
is some matter relating to Pakistan, everybody becomes mute.

what to say of Ameri
an (Devil). You will also do the same thing. When a nation is in
ble and its very existence is in danger, it will take whatever course
N foit. But, why don't you look to the full significance of that
As far as cultural relations are concerned, during the last few years,
cultural cooperation has increased. You might have seen yourself, several
Pakistani artistes arrived here—the matchloss Farida Khan was here, and
many others, But our people are reluctant about cultural exchanges,
just to maintain and assert our separate identity. I assure you, after Ihesj 3
40 years, there is no fear. People have come to know through tourists and
visitors that there should be no apprehensions about India,

We are blaming each other
Jor internal political reasons

2 Both the provisions are covered by it. There is an agreement

Atomic installations, that these should not be attacked, In this
ction the observation is made that “Simla Agreement is best”,
ople say that the “United Nations Charter is best”. As the saying
it is like pulling at the donkey’s tail.

L now come to the point which has been dealt with by all the pre

There are two alternative courses for Hindustan znd
directed towards improvement—through sports, cultural
activities and journalists. Every year some two_or three hundredbptopls
come from Pakistan for SAARC meetings and same number
from India. Probably the general public does not know this.

o We have a cordial relationship all-right, but inspite of this we also
Skirmishes, which are usual between neighbours. 1t was you who

Bangladesh. But don’t you have differences even with that
? The water problem that was there previouly, still persists, Other
 also crop up. The solution therefore is, bilateral negotiations,
o your sending us a telegram through America o, for that matter,
ugoslavia. We should have direct falks. Even if you have tq

inst the government, but they believe governmental reports and ¥ g LS better (o abuse us in Urdu or Punjabi. That is why 1 appeal
pa e govemmeny, has been in session. Five letters in Gurmuk (2.Y0U Who arc so well-informed and such well-known writers dea-
sions. Your Parliament asth the grave charge that we were planning {8 h Indo-Pak relations. We ask you to try and have a dialogue
e i we have bilateral talks, we will know whether it s a call of
b i Tt Gt oo bt iyt i Whether we arc speaking lies. But if you just produce half a
SucR L sitiony Ch;fge ok charge for internal politics, is a matteh SUErs in Punjabi as proof of the grave charge of assassination of
et hl'smgon‘d‘spﬁ:m is that in our culture, honour (izzat) 0“ S ofa neighouring country, well, that is a very serious matter. You
zii::":\‘:f‘s on“:‘fn honour. Whichever country you visit, you acol 8¢ this kind of thing for your internal problems. For cxample,

The other course is that both countries blame their internal rro
; i

blems, and (hei ailures, on the other counry. The biggest charge againe
usis that we want to break up this country and strengthen di
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DIP NAYAR : I have enumerated the many causes of suspicion and
the steps that we can take. I emphasized that there was lack of infor-
on, lack of contact. These are all basic things.

one of your problems is Panjab, It was there before 1947, it is stil therg
afier 1947, It is not of recent origin. There were riots in 1984. Did wg
inspirc them ? What happened in Jodhpur 2 Did we instigate it 2 Whag

hand can we have in this ? P. MATHUR : Mr. Kakakhel seems to think that Pakistan is suspicious

it India has not mentally accepted partition. Well, this. suspicion can be
rstood. But I would like to know the basic causes of suspicions under-
g the tensions on the Indian side.

There are two dimensions of the problem, internal and external,
Why are you committing the mistake that we committed in Bangladesh 2

1 am not speaking here in the capacity of a government representas
tive. On governmental level, it could be said that we are trying to make
the relations cordial and it is hoped in the coming years, matters wil|
improve. But inan informal capacity, and in the spirit of this mecting,
I would emphasise what the Maulana has also said, namely, o take:
things in that spirit. Once again I thank you and want to be cxcused
if I have said anything unpalatable. If you want to ask anything, | am
at your disposal.

DIP NAYAR : I think now in India nobody talks of Akhand Bharat.
are no cheers if somebody mentions it. But I had given the example:

if there were no Pakistan or if at some time in the future there is
nion. This is the basic suspicion and the basic fear that still persists.
 move, some steps, are required to banish it. “No War Pact” is a
‘move, as was the Simla Pact.

K.RM. : Thank you Mr. Kakakhel. You came here and spoke to us,s
with in open mind. We are so happy. Our hearty thanks and congratulas
tions to you.

Now any questions ?

Charter is good; Simla Pact is goed;
‘No War Pact’ will also be good.

SHRI CHOPRA : You are all highly educated people. I am only a retired
Electrical Engincer. Now when any management expert wants to solve
problem, he goes to the root of the problem and wants to thrash it ouLS
Whatever you are doing, why don’t you all try to expose the 700800
politicians in both countries who are creating these problems ? Why canl
you crush them ?

GOPAL MITTAL : I would say in Punjabi : “Dadiya De Ganiya
" Tt means that the same thing when it is spoken in_ friendliness, it
s like songs of marriage celebrations; but when it 15 said in anger, it

il ross abuse.
K.R.M. : We will not destroy them or crush them; we will try to enlight & us

them. KHEL : I would like to mention one thing. During the last 40

€ have tried to wage war several times, but no problem was
If you think that Pakistan should be divided into two, and then
bles will be over, then that won’t do. Hence we should agree
thing, namely that “War should be ruled out asa means of
g problems”.

J.P. MATHUR : [ want to tell the Pakistan representative and Scthi &
that whenever we find somebody from Pakistan, it is a joy to speak UGS
to them. We are moved. I do not know why that is so. But, you did I
throw light on one thing : Why there is tension even now ? what iS
root cause of this tension and suspicion.

KULDIP NAYAR: Your question is something like readinfg
Ramayana the whole night and then asking who was Rama and whos
What we have said already answers your question

‘e have fought three wars, and if again there is war, inevitably we
defeated and you will be victor. But of what avail will that victory
u 2 If you just consider this that you cannot keep even a single
of Pakistan for 3 months, 6 months or one year, against the will

ple; for internal reasons and for external reasons also, you will

fi hate}
: You mean to say we should forgive and forget for internal
et Bive it up. Siachin is not a sore because nobody lives there. Even

has happened ?




53 Manthay

59
i 25-30 people had lived there, it could have been afestering sore. Hengg
we also should forget about war and'find out a solution, Wherever it g
possible. As Sethi Sahib has pointed out, 3% of your resources and 550
of our resources are spent on preparing for war against each other, whic +
is quite meaningless.

My submission is that the official institutions here, when they try
rite history, they try to observe the principle that we should avoid
that create tension between Hindus and Muslims. We stress ways
dimeans of improving relations between communities here and between
s people of India and Pakistan. 1am' not against the ‘progressive’ or

riters. But they do not give importance to these matters. They
importance to economic matters. In our country the trend of history
fo promote friendly relations. If by some process we can get access

oks, particularly history books in Pakistan, this can help exchanges.

Another thing. T have been looking into your textbooks. Attempig
are being made to rewrite Indian history. Instead of this, let us shelye:
these books. The more corpses you dig out, the more foul smell they wifl
give. Things that are antagonistic, are best forgotten. We should leagy

{0 respect each other, to understand each other's problems. B e CHUGH. [ ant fo sk you s questicn M

el. You want more time to become sccular one day. This is
If that happens, what more can we desire 2 But there are many old
countries, and they have become Islamic; none of them is secular.
Bangladesh, which once took our help, has turned Islamic, .instead
loping into a sccular state, This has created many problems for
‘O result is that now Chakma refugees also have started coming.
tich a situation, what is the basis for your hope of secularism ? You
hat you date back to only 1921. But your and our bases are common,

QUESTION : I would like tosay in Punjabi : Jera taskara karde hain
unde kande tut jaye; apni maan mar jaye.

RABHAKAR : Two small questions. Mr. Kuldip Nayar said tha
the division of India is a_historic fact and we should not try to resurreet:
that issue. Does it apply to all nations, to Germany and Korea ? And:
secondly, Melkaniji said that until 1921, Hindus and Muslims lived I
as brothers and there was not much quarrelling. Could we ot bring back
the same brotherliness, and have Akhand Bharat,a United India, on
again ?

Searching Questions
KULDIP NAYAR : I am answering my part of the question. So far b and Candid Answers

. ; e on the
s s i ety ions are common and ancient. Our civilization and culture are
want that kind of unification. You may be wanting it, some of yoU f you do not accept that base, how can cve hoped for secularis m
but the movement should be from the_other side. And that, I tcl yl alise 2

can happen only if you make this country a really secular and democrf KHEL : I only said what Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali
country. hhad said on 13th of August in our Constituent Assembly. It i
rogressive™ speech of mine. This man was once called the “Amba-
F Hindu-Muslim Unity”. As far as secularism is concerned, it is
® ideology in respect of politics. But if you try to dominate the
hrough its instrumentality, it will meet the same fate as capitalism
Imunism. Every country has a system according to its nceds. I my-
leve that it is a noble system, because religion should not become
8is of relationship between man and man. But please do not make
fiSm itself into another religion. It should not be exported as a new

fundamentalism’, because it is not an exportable commodity.

B. R. GROVER : [ will put my question very briefly. Mr. K:\kak
you have delivered a very good speech. You made a reference to cullui
exchanges. Ihave also been connected with it. During the Iastl
three years some agreements were arrived at between top Jeaders ;
ing books, scholars, seminars. But for some reason, it has not n:m
lised. I have tried my level best for these exchanges butI flon;{
where impediment comes from, so that nothing comes out of it. HO¥
solve this problem ?

The other point is about rewriting of history. In the first p
is difficult to get any books from Pakistan. We might get some boG%
the Tslamic Institute. But we do not have that access of exchang
we used to have previously.

TION : You said that there

is a sense of insecurity in Pakistan
 of India.

What will happen if “No war Pact” is agreed upon?

KHEL : Pakistan is a small country. Ina bilateral agreement,
© mention of any third country. If we provide a base to a third
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i ioned in a bilateral treaty 2 We haye

hy should it be mentioned ina bilateral We

;?g:;?;d o afion whith N insia r - this “Bases clause”, sayg:
“Neither country will loose its territory for any action that may be hosiil
to the other” The sense of insecurity felt by a small country, whiy
knows what war is, and which has lost a big chunk of its territory,
must become an obsession with it. While negotiating with such a country
you should not be so hard

pfluence crores of people. This is as it should be because religion teaches

morality and if life is bereft of religion, the under-pinning of morality
ill be gone. Hence if anybody expects that Pakistan will, or can, do away
ith its religion, or if anybody stands up in India and tells people not to
ollow religion, well nobody is going to oblige him. Such people with
cif pet solutions may came and go, but religions will go on for ever.

I, therefore, want to emphasise another thing. Let us bring people
lifferent religions together and think out ways and means so that each
may contribute towards the common good. Let each one think how
contribute best. Religions build up values, religions foster morality,
ligions teach us humanity and all religlons may be brought together and

think how they can contribute most to the common weal, for peace
plenty, for the well-being of all mankind, We are not talking about
political field. We have gathered here 1o talk about the cordial rela-
ns between people to have a dialogue between people. The whole world
ows that governments say, think and plan. But we want to have a con-

of people. Government may not fall in line at once, but if people
together, think together, come to conclusions together, governments

J.P. MATHUR : This gives the impression that you are having foreign:
bases against us.

S. KAKAKHEL : This is a long story. I was only submitting that when
country is faced with danger to its existence, or it is in danger of war
like the three wars it has fought before, surely it will not B“?W any opuo.n
to be left out. If, inspite of that, it offers to make @ commitment :}:m it
will not go to war, then you should not m_dulg.e in comparisons. i hat S
why I ask whether there is some advantage in signing such a treaty or in
catching the donkey’s tail.

QUESTION : If India and Pakistan come together, would there be any’
need for such bases ?

Religion can’t be wished away;
it must become the basis of unity

Il have to follow the people’s mandate sooner or later. It may be casy
Ay that Pakistan has a fear because it is much smaller than Hindustan.
Pakistani people do not have contacts with only a chosen few. They
come and see people like me. They mix with people here, in this
Ty and also outside, and they have heart-to-heart talks and free and
ik dis hat fear is there only at government level. The.
the ordinary citizen, does not suffer from this fear complex.
met Pakistanis in UK and in the United States. I have lived with
Muslim families and have had cordial and frank talks with them.
 1as made me feel that the common man who has no political ambi-
has no such fear. That is why we in the DRI are thinking, and
wniji is planning, to bring people of all religions here together, parti-
people well-versed in their religion, so that we may realise the
ibility of religions for creating an atmosphere of amity and cooper-
It is the responsibility of religions to build up a glorious future for
ntey. Every religion has a role to play. If religions are not active,
©Or what we call spirituality, and humanity, cannot be inculcated.
to work in this direction and keep it non-political. This does not
It we are against secularism. Actually, every religion itself can
* secular. Everything is possible. Religion is a great potent force.

r brief one. We in India think

RM. : The answer to that cannot be a_brief India_think
:{m there is danger from Pakistan whereas Pakistan fecls that it has dan

g from us. This s a very big subject. which will need a long_discussion

We, therefore, better stop here. I will now request our Chairman, Shei

Nanaji, to say a few words.

NANA DESHMUKH : Today is In deicndir;:esx;)arih—a‘:s:‘?::‘oezh; Dol
tition. But today here, in this Deendayal Resea ,

e s o togeter. Thers camnot be o mtter of g1y
Joy han this. T vant o say ne ting. Tndi has ben prtioned and (¢
reason for this pariion was rlgion. Nobody can deny this act Tha
why Deendayal Research Institute is th:_nkmg that wvi;‘ e oo
partiion has been rligion—wihen relgon e bamed or it is co9
Suythat It us be aloof fom rligion, avoid it and understand or prg
itonly insideyour Mandir o Masid or Church. But this counsl s

if not impossi ractice. if religio
cu]:éf;::ém:::::i e b s o .:d;:v;gt
it belongs o many individuals, whole. societies, masse of men. il
tha relgion does o teach us o figh cach other. We in (he Decnil
Researh Insiutear of the im opinon that efigion can_be el
is not posibe 0 rootout relgion. When sligons arc going fo P
\whatsoever movements the secularists may carry on, they
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All our efforts are ‘oriented 'in that  direction. We call. people to- >
gether and have/a heart-to-heat discussion. We are so-happy  that all of
You'joined us: We invite you to come time and again for the quest to fing
those ways and strengthen the roots of harmonisation and concord. 1 am
particulary happy that a distinguished representative of Pakistan joined
us, not as an official representative but as an enlightened citizen. It is o
matter of great joy. We have all been frank in our expression. We are
confident that we will have your co-operation in future also.

With

Compliments

MAHESH CHANDRA SHARMA : I'rise to thank you. ‘Thanks’ is only =
onie word. T would like to add another word. We have been arranging this
brogramifie on I5th August for the last three years. We should not accept
alic in the name of truth. And, it is'a truth that Pakistan exists, according’
to the political theory of the West. But, the geo-cultural unity, which
includes both Hindustan and Pakistan, is a bigger truth. Tam a Marwari
and - 1'do not énter into deals which are based on incorrect premises. For
me and, I believe, for all of us, unity is the truth and separation. the
illiision. Thank you all very much. And that makes my total of a couple
of words. Thank you all once again. ‘And please join us over a cup of tea
before you leave.
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