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Gorbachov and Indian Communists

: Dr. Ashok G. Modak
Bombay University

Reading this scholarly article about Indian communists,
you are reminded of Indian Muslims. Indian Muslims
kept hugging the institution of Khilafat even after the
Turks had abolished the Khalifa. Indian Communists are
hanging on to Stalin even after Russia itself has
denounced him ! Indeed they Worship Stalin and Lenin
as idols !

—Ed.

IT is indeed quite interesting to study how Indian Communists have
reacted to the Gorbachovian reforms introduced for remedying the
‘erisis-like situation in Soviet Union. It is equally interesting to know the
assessment made by Indian comrades of the Gorbachovian diagnosis
of this situation. In fact, the spread of Gorbachovism has caused severe
‘shocks to the comrades in India. That is why a study of the responses
rom Indian Communists to the tunes of Gorbachov is of utmost rele-
ance at least on two grounds

First, Indian Communists are known for their conviction that the

the world. One should, therefore, enquire how communists in India have

Since then the
CPI and the CPM have adopted on occasions different positions. 1If the
PI has tried to implement Soviet guidelines, the CPM has followed the
hinese line of thinking. For more than two decades Moscow and
eijing suffered from estrangement from cach other. And quarrels
ibetween the two formations in the Indian Communist movement in all
these years were reflective of the estrangement between Moscow and
Beijing.

At present these two capitals seem to have developed very cordial
Telations with each other, as a result of Gorbachovian efforts, The study
ike “Gorbachov and Indian Communists” thus acquires one more
imension, as it enables us to know whether divisions among Indian
‘ommunists continue to look at Gorbachev from different angles or
their assessment of Gorbachovian policies mirrors their unity in the new
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SHORT REVIEW of the Gorbachovian diagnosis of the crisis

in USSR is quite appropriate in the beginning of this peper
Summarisation of the reforms introduced by Gorbachov is also cfal: i
in this conncction. The analysis of reactions on the part o e
comrades to these phenomena will be a logical sequel after e
Gorbachovian views regarding Soviet problems. Finally it will be
possible for us to arrive at certain conclusions.

As for the diagnosis attempted by Gorbachov of the probl;ms faced

by the Soviet Union, it appears that .t‘hel v;hol:ofc;.i.srs:m:\:; e
i ial a) al
R e s e T
ificsma;yc Slaoh e o theniaecused severatrvices ke a]cobolxs]\\‘
philistinism and permissivism among Soviets youths for dlhe sl;‘g;az::“::'
Soviet economy.  He moreovcfrdohs]uved . n::::sebe o e
features of the Stalinist model of development it
image. He accordingly listed such feature;
e S e e
r:il‘hocc;)sw purposeful negligence of the sector of consumer goods and e
ces, misleading performance indicators for measuring the g -
enterprise-chiefs, taut planning, free grant of resources to enterpriscs,

administered prices, etc.
In due course, Gorbachov Taunched the campaign ?r de-Stalinisation
i il and for
in fact held Stalin for a o :
Hrcc‘,:zenc He further sated that the Stalnist policies and practices
i . asses
llimately resulted in causing alienation o estrangement ?fr lfh; i
. i tial to attack the latter half of Bre
Gorbachoy later found it essen it half of Brechser:
S d the circle of Brezhnevian colleagues
rs. Still, however, he blame g
.y:: over the USSR for around two decades (and not Brezhncc\]/ alm\]e)w
i exclu: %
But soon he concentrated his crusade
the stagnant economy ; f e
Iy ag'\xEﬂ Brezhney.  Finally Gorbachov scems to have blessed the d
cription of entire Brezhnev-era as the period of stagnation.

when Soviet masses came

By November 1987, that is, by the time ot

forward to celebrate the completion of seventy years ‘.\I‘ ‘l:;:]lsls\omc iy
Gorbachov argued that the Soviet Union had acqui e

:(Zrt\émmmadcquﬂcics, because for around three decades Sl;\lnl\n s

nz;mrisuc practices, later for a decade or so Khmﬁlhcll'\uen;mfcm o i

his own ad hoc and hare-brained schemes and still la

decades, Brezhnev cultivated structural immobilism.

simplistic

a ber of
demolished a number 1t

ail G has indeed
Mikhail Gorbachov has i el

November 1989 i

resolving of all problems of exploitation; the right to work means putting
a stop to all anxieties concerned with unemployment; and keeping prices of
essential goods and services at low levels means facilitating the removal of
poverty. The present Soviet leader has also almost said good bye to seve-

ral radical innovations like the fusion of powers in place of separation of
powers, presentation of the CPSU as the real representative of common

people and, therefore, denial of opportunities of representation to the non-

party public organisations, description of the present period as the stage
of developed socialism, assumption that the USSR has already become

a homogencous society, etc. Gorbachov has, moreover, further diluted

utopian notions like the achieveinents|of communism within a short span,

the withering away of religion, family and other similar institutions, rise

of the egalitarian society in the Soviet land in the near future, ete. The

Chief of USSR indeed feels that by exposing and attacking various
ills, equations and notions, and also by implementing certain radical

reforms, he can transform the stagnant Soviet economy intoa dynamic

and efficient system.

From alcoholism and permissivism to
de-Stalinisation and de-Brezhnevisation

The reforms implemented by Gorbachov can be clas
into three groups. The first group comprises economic measures like
‘granting operational autonomy to enterprises, involving chiefs of
enterprises, in the processes of decision-making at the industry level
fand if possible at the above levels as well, offering work collectives
‘the freedom to elect managers, replacement of the free grant of
Tesources to enterprises by the introduction of wholesale trading in
resources, legalisation of the private sector in small-scale service activities,
decentralisation in the state sector and positive encouragement to the
Browth of the non-state sector. The second group consists of legal and
constitutional measures like asking people to consider governmental rules
and regulatiops as prescriptive rather than proscriptive, as prohibitive
rather than 3 of the of guilt by
that of innocence, and informing the massses to treat any disregard of a
‘court’s verdict as equivalent to contempt of court. The third group of
reforms deals with measures pertaining to the field of Soviet polity. There
(Biave indeed been implemented very significant suggestions such as separa-
L tion of party from state, and state from society, boost to the non-party
| mass organisations, granting people freedom of expression, creating multi-
candidate constituencies in elections, weakening of censorship, conversion
f Soviets at all levels into genuinely representative houses, etc.

ified broadly
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HILE STUDYING the reactions of Indian communists to the

Gorbachovian analysis of Soviet problems, one should bkcc[p =
mind that Indian comrades do_have. their own perceptions sbout the
appraisal of past happenings in USSR, that they hold E e
and notions regarding the course of developments undergone by

To anybody it is obvious that there is a remarkable gap between the
perceptions held by Indian Communists and those of Gor:alf:l;o\é rcgn'r:r
i i n the
et history. In its statement published o
ing the assessment of Sovie u e
i f the October Revolution, a
ccasion of the 70th anniversary of b oluti P
?:omminec of the CPM pointed out how “the society in USSR is frec
from crisis and unemployment and is securing the full bcneﬁlsof :!cchfw;
logical development for the common man,'i‘ Comrade S'logsga:hvc:a“" ;‘
senior leader of CPI, stated in one of his articles in March g\s ‘v\‘
other country had recorded such magnificent achievements as the Sovie
Union during the last seventy years.”™*
Gorbachov does not, however, appear to be Sal.isﬁed v;.‘”}‘ hlh,i
achievements of the socialist system in the USSR. Itis true t fm \: -
d of certain aspects like improvement in the lwrn‘g standards of pe ?[
pr}:l“in a short span, spread of education and provision o(f)l\calt: ca];c, Zc
T , ald note
at of USA, etc. One shou
oth being comparable to that g
e . th Gorbachov (s 1o measure schsvemets of
A list system with a different yardstick. He perhaps feels ;l\n(‘tl\“
soC?Ilst system should create conditions for the |‘ull .;md free dr‘;‘c o"‘m h,;.
S(;Ck: ery individual, that it must create the possibility for the x;vmdn 3
o Lfy%ocnl relations and that it must humanise the citizen's re| du::h .(
:Z?knnnd to administration of society. Gorbachov {1};15 lbI:I“]i;‘F;C; 7(;‘4\
it he USSR in the latter 2

list system that took root in 4 ; g
‘heds?(?:cluuszd incalculable: harm to the development of the “\‘dw‘::]ul:\
?‘ive‘n below are two significant extracts from the speech delivered by

Gorbachov on 2nd November 1987,

“To understand the situation of those years it 1?'!(\;;‘; 25‘“:»:;.‘[:‘;2
d that the administrative command system, which had beg! Biorl
T e in the process of industrialisation, and which had receivet il
i ”\::‘L o sollectivisation, had told on the whole socio-poliial 12
:‘r]siiucio\::r"yg Once established in the cconfollny.d ;ln <i:ft\zr)p‘:i\§x‘;;1 &
stricting the development of the atic pc
e . olding back.the progress of socalst democracy

gle against
«cioins- A that time methods dictated by the pcnodbcislrumgczhamm"y
i lasses were being
ile resistance of the exploiter i el
e hl'nsv“cld to the period of peaceful socialist construction, ‘;‘/l\;‘l"y i
\_‘“": f\l\rd fchanged cardinally. An atmoshere of intolerance, hos
tions had fcha
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suspicion was created in the country. Astime went on, this political
practice gained in scale, and was backed. up by the erroneous theory of

an aggravation of the class struggle in the course of socialist construc-
tion.”™*

Gorbachoy indeed feels immensely sorry over the absence of demo-
cratisation in the thirties, which resulted in the ~strengthening of the per-
sonality cult, the violations of legality and the wanton repressive measu-
res which caused horrible tortures to thousands of people.

Tragically enough, the gains which were achieved by the Soviet
Union in the field of economy -in the thirties began to vanish in the thin
air in the post-Second World War years. And the decades of 1970s and
1980s actually saw a stagnation in the Soviet economy. The present
leader of CPSU informed his audience at the 27th Party Congress that the
targets for economic development set in the CPSU Programme, and even
the lower targets of the 9th and 10th Five Year Plans, had remained

Remarkable gap between the perceptions
of Gorbachov and Indian Communists

unattained.® To the present Soviet leadership, the whole course of
Soviet development, not only in the socio-political fields but in the field
of economy as well, appears to be pathetic. One may accordingly observe
that the quid pro quo arrangement which was proposed probably by the
authorities of Soviet Union in 1930s to the masses at large between con-
crete damage to the socio-political aspects of society and the abstract
future gains pertaining to the economy ultimately proved to be bankrupt.

If the review made by Indian Communists of the course of Soviet
history in general seems to be at variance with that by Gorbachov, the
assessment of Stalin’s role in particular attempted by the former is
equally different from that offered by Gorbachov. It may appear that
Indian Communists share with Gorbachov the same view-point regarding
Stalin. And Indian comrades very much wish to underscore the apparent
impression. “People’s Democracy”, the CPM newspaper as well as “New
Age”, the CPI organ, commented on the Gorbachovian assessment of
Stalin in a similar vein. The former thus made the following observation :
“Here, therefore, is a balanced assessment which steers clear of the carlier
assessment which attributed all the  gains of socialist system to Stalin and
the subsequent (Khrushehev) assessment in which Stalin was projected
as the source of evil in Soviet society”.®
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The observation made by “New Age” in this matter ran as
follows : “Contrary to the guesswork of imperialist press, Gorbachov
took a very balanced position...”" It is true that in his speech on 2nd
November 1987, Gorbachov did ‘try to balance minuses with pluses of
Stalin, As evidence, one can quote a particular extract from his specch:
““To remain faithful to historical truth we must see both Stalin’s incon-
testable contribution to the struggle for socialism, to the defence of its
gains, and the gross political errors, and the abuses commitied by him
and by those around him, for which our people paid a heavy price and
which had grave consequences for the life of our society.”®

Indian Communists conveniently ignore the last sentence of this extract.
Actually, this sentence informs us that according to the thinking of the pre-
et leadership, the roots of most of the damaging features of Soviet
polity are observable in the Stalin-era. Thus the above mentioned speech in-
formed people that Stalin used civil war ‘methods in the period of peaceful
socialist construction, that he believed in the erroncous theory of an
rugele in the course of socialist_construction,
and so on. The same speech moreover stated that the Stalin-era- has left
behind a disastrous legacy which comprises of a faith in the universal
effectiveness of rigid centralisation, the abuse of power, the lack of demo-
cratisation, the violation of legality, etc.

sent Sovi

aggravation of the class st

We have already stated that from the viewpoint of Indian Com-
Gorbachov acknowledges Stalin’s contributions and distances
himself to that extent from Khrushchev. Actually Gorbachovian critic-
ism of the Stalin-era “‘goes far beyond the critique at the time of
Khrushchev.”® It has indeed created a space for a fundameutal analysis
of the Stalin period.® Thus the impression which Indian comrades wish
to give us that Gorbachov is mild compared to Khrushchev in his treat-

‘ment of Stalin is erroneous.

munists,

Gorbachov is not ready to give any benefit of doubt to Stalin. He
is equally blunt in this context. “It is sometimes said that Stalin did not
Xnow about instances of lawlessness. Documents at our disposal show that
this 1s not 0. The guilt of Stalin and his immediate_entourage before the
party and_ the people for the wholesale repressive measures and acts of
Tawlessness is enormous and unforgivable. This is  lesson for all genera”

o1

tions’
hov is bent

munists in India subsequently realised that Gorbacl
nt Soviet

talin and that the pres
ally eager to get rid of all relics of

Comn
upon a systematic denunciation of §
intelligentsia and ‘mass-media are equ
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Stalin~
ch(m;;:.m'l];};:}t'il !hcre‘forc, launched an attack on the Ppresent Soviet style
e entire Stalin-era. One
e . e Stal . can here refer to the atta
Ia)"ter w{lo{[ﬂnadlve .on [?lmltn Kazutin, a Soviet commentator, ;ﬁ:“:g‘
It ot 3n :xr;)cl; in appreciation of the decision to construct a monu.
nent onour of the victims of Stalin- i i i ¢
his views in a very outspoken manner : bRt Put o

“Stalin, the master-mij

" nd of the great

e great terrof has been fc i

bcrmee gf:;te_:st crimes. Nevertheless there are people who wr:)r:l‘:indhg“my

= e.xmceq“r:c]‘r):le is Igmwmg smaller but they exist and we nfusz“l:‘ef;
a emselves from this world of

o the f v myths. Has not the ti

i msﬂ];l;: (hrenj idol on mal?. A public and open trial ? It m?\y l})‘; ‘ll:‘e
of justice, this tribunal of historical truth and consci -

2 science,

Wwill at last make the heirs understand what kind of heritag e they are
! nderstang nd of 2

Indian comrades are raving mad
against Russian reformists

Comrade B.T. Ranadive,
glories, naturally reacted very
of the Stalinera. He declared that sm::)
Kazutin are “mad people™ and that *
to be attacked promptly and bluntly

who has been fond of narrating Stalinist
the current d iati
atESovi intellectuals like Dimitri
their incoherent utterances” deserve
His attack is worth quoting here:

“In
raboo o 1 Present World stmosphere, where Leninsm has become
without a conslanf rleds calling themselves communist, few realise that
ithouta constant and incessant battle for the Marsis Leninst path
der the leadership o the Bolshevkparty, th.revoluton would I
e y“;ev;anomsts who were never accepted by Lenin. ;;f
headed by Stalin, who f?r‘::li/nur%::rd [?h[h!: crdit o he Blshovik party
Bicerina: T e banner of Leninism,
,,ﬂime:‘;‘ygﬁ'f in_this was played by Staln, whose role i de;.he:::? 2
owling crowd of opportunists and revisionist seoundvels oo

I}'{nadee in fact got so much a i
Kautinsaril n an s o “Moscow Novs”, that e rsopanontes
oo :%;rz dtl-ns weekly as “Washington News”. The. veteran
eminar ansana e & Son8 defence for Stalin i his address at the
S emsinised by the Students' Federation of India at Caleutta

. He found Stalin's restrictions on democratic. practice
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as justifiable on the ground of preventing a civil war in_ the wake of the
Socialist reconstruction. He naturally expressed his anger over the
Soerent Soviet habit-of blaming Stalin for all the ills of the country, He
aformed his audience that the CPM had reservations regarding the “new
thinking” of Gorbachoy whereby more democracy was allowed in all
spheres of Soviet life. He actually adopted a_challenging posture: “It is
being said that Stalin had made mistakes. But who can say that Gorba-
choy is not making mistakes now 2

It seems that Indian Communists continue to have a bond of
affection for Lenin, and for Stalin as well. Members of CPM in fact go
to the extent of paying almost religious respects to the portraits of these
two leaders during their congresses and meetings. Gorbachov and his
colleagues have on the other hand decided to treat Stalin as a murderer
of the Leninist legacy. Once Gorbachey himself stated that the Stalin-
era witnessed a departure from Lenin’s policy towards the peasantry
and that at present the creative spirit of Leninism in  theory and practice
deserves to be revived—a green signal was given to academicians at large
to undertake new probes into Stalin’s policics and patterns.’ Thus
Anatoly Butenko pointed out that Stalin committed errors even while
Lenin was still alive—in particular, on the nationalities question—and
Boris Bolotin stated that Stalin’s refusal to aceept the market in condi-
tions of socialism and his opinion that the market and a planned economy
were incompatible to each other, caused disasters in the economy of
USSR.'®

It was the official decision taken in 1961 to remove the dead body
of Stalin from the mausoleum in Red Square which prompted Yevgeni
Yevtushenko, a leading dissident poet, to raise the question whether
Stalin's successors would succeed in removing Stalin’s relies from their
behaviour.’® And Gorbachoy seems to be merely complying with the
desire expressed in that question. That is why, Yevtushenko, stated in
the recent past that present leaders attended his poetry readings in the
late 1950s and early 1960s in clubs, factories and theatres, and that
their policy of Glasnost “is merely an echo of our poetry.”'” The echoing
of this sort led The Economist of London to compare Perestroika with
reformation in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries when radical reformers
attacked corruption in the church, reinterpreted doctrine and questioned
the infallibility of the Pope.® Tragically, Indian Communists have

placed Stalin in the rank of infallible Pope and thus carried forward
the legacy of those who opposed the forces of Renaissance and Refor-

mation of Europe !

shocking for Indian comrades is the

What appears to be highly
the policy of rehabilitation of demons

sanction given by Gorbachoy fo
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in c i
o r::l:‘r:\:max;ldmlyz?zﬁgi ho‘rr:aesr:o:r;r I‘eaders like Bukharin, Zinoviey,
! 0st i .
sy e posthumons s e L
samien. Hiee Ty has been rehabilitated partially, if non compl;e-
I S ”r\usnchev has been- given back a status due to
B i comrade who rushed to. revive Stalinism, is
0 s . The ilitati arly
of Bukharin and Khrushchey irritates Indian

5 particularly
whereas  the ; ommunists, beca
against smlml'ur:l;‘er ]r‘cmmds us of a courageous dissident z;hobFoCdu:c
E o iy !hz p‘::}‘zssbrl?gsdzo our notice the significance Jicl
i : of democratisati <
India ation. As C Tins
persm:ﬁ{:‘mule o worship Stalin o treat him 5 a notabe e
ali e
Pt ;Bukharm S Ko
sk gm:' These very personalilies, however, look respecta :}mpm_
cation in USSR, as they inspire the lattr (6 g miles spen
on the path of democratisation. MO EQ e ahggel

3 e
The Economist’: ““Glasnost and Perestroika
are like Renaissance and Reformation”

HERE A rence
ap Gorbacl)gfh('l\';m‘i"“? in the perceptions rgarding reforms s wel
as not only decentralised the sta h
Y e state sect
s::geddthle growth of non-state sector as well. He has, 2,:’ S
scored the signiicance of i efain : “Prof or pesi b il st
1a 1€ 21 isk- i | ; =
that the grouth ofsisicesoiey n the USSR (with S
poss;hll'lguml'amec'. BlSilabilty OF ot HeesesliocteS ol ot At
possibity of gtting resigenial qurtrs aginst cheap i
o sagnant it the cuse of s campaign i
exalaraniom. Ranadives and Rejshvar Raos oy
with Gorbachov for introdicing _such moves. They Gl
. x int | : ;
il Wil uibleely Giipeat i e Soviat i eomer
i priviaion coninues o rsve encouagment 5 el o
orms. To a large e W
geonomic ot extent, these foars are legiti
ng u,::\esuqre allowed to run after private gains, the B
f mass consumption goods and_serves. Iike parks seonde bt
a ure centres s likely t g g
A Y to suffer. Secondly, if
L mherask:;o;:hpmmd Sban ol R
. “heartedly i profit-maki ivtie 4
i : B profit-making activitie
devaing it or no tim to disintersted social activitcs Thinghyr e
sent economic reforms vill aiiate the dominston of i B ap
of communism i the  teansitional stage.of sosialon’
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Soviet leadership has nonetheless decided to legalise the private and coope-
rative sectors, because the goal of making Soviet economy dynamic
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Secondly if the part; in wi
y succeeds in winning and influencin
; th
in a free, frankv and fearless atmosphere, that will be a grfa! ca;:?:f/:f
ment-as that will reflect the authority of the party. If at present the CPS:J

within a short span leaves them no other option. Indian C
thus stand on a sound footing when they present this reasoning while
criticising Gorbachov reforms. They need not, however, indulge in mak-
ing predictions about the consequences of present reforms, as the spirit of
socialist consciousness has almost disappeared in the course of seven de-
cades or so in the USSR. Sumanta Banerjee has rightly stated that
<consumerist values of the capitalist West tend to influence the aspirations
of the average citizen of the USSR and China.” And this is inevitable;
because when the leadership tries to adopt techniques of bourgeois system
to build a socialist economy in a backward country in pursuance of a
crash programme, the people also opt for bourgeois values in their
lives.'® It is indeed obvious that the defence of socialist orthodoxy
against the onslaught of liberal reformers does not ensure the erowth of
socialist consciousness.

COMRADLS in India have, moreover, expressed their worry regard-
ing the decline in the influence of CPSU as a consequence of
the implementation of reforms such as separation of party flom staic
weakening of censorship, encouragement 1o noWwparty mass-organi-
ffering_of unlimited freedom of expression, etc. Again,
the CPSU will lose its control over society if the
present reforms are lmplcmcnled, There are, however, two riders to the
P essvation made above. First, the thinking that the CPSU presently
Holds sway is itself questionable. The jokes cut by people at the cost of
the party are illustrative of the lack of Party credibility among the people
Here is one joke from the 24th CPSU Congress in Moscow

sations,
apparently,

The inaugural session is going to begin its courseat 11.00a.m. on
a particular day.  Around 1030 a.m. a lady entersthe hall where the
 psion is going to be held. She can't find her seat; therefore the man in
charge of the scating arrangement offers his services to the lady. ““Madam,
please let ms know whether you are a farmer of 2 worker or &
Seuchoror a dlerk? . The lady seplies—"1 am. seithier & farmer, nor
a worker, nor a cletk, nor a teacher”. “Then who you are, Madam ’
Kindly inform me, because 1 am supposed to look afier the seating
arrangements in the hall. And everybody in the audience should occupy
s or her seat before dignitaries like Brezhney, Podgorny, Kosygin, Suslo¥
and others come to the dais. So pl
dingly help you.” The lady says
promptly makes the following reque:
P sit in a chair placed on the dais only " It is
and St s the CPSU leadership is looked at by the people.

lease tell me who you are ? I will accor”
“J am a prostitute.”” The hall managet
¢ “Then, madam, you should rush

hardly necessary {0

is itisan indication of its pow

:;t‘gczlh:‘m a:]mm;zy that is dependent on_intrinsic bl :’m:::
ety s d: at relies o position in hicrarchy, is_obvious. Thus
iori 51 aie Do e e e
importance  of authority. They probz TR e
doctrine of proletarian dictalzrs:ip.b d‘ﬂdm:x‘.i: zglc‘xx:iu:e‘oh:): “ivc» o
]:cldly and aptly defined by Mr.dean Kanapa, one of the L
the French Communist Party in the following words : Pl

“If one considers that in order to instal socialism in i
T h:;/?(recgl?rse o the dictatorship of the pmlmmt:1 ol
By iy also in the Soviet Union and elsewhere), then it is
T & hat one must ban the opposition parties, establish

p, deprive part of the population of the freedom of expression,

Gorby says ‘Profit or Perish’'—
and no ‘vulgar egalitarianism’

o S?T]onslmlmn, etc; and one must and tell the French workers:
i f the consequences of what the - communists propose o you,
ecause the dictatorship of the proletariat, no matter what  its. form. 1.
exactly (not entirely but exactly) this’ By e

 is

Incidentally Comrade Namboodiri
oodiripad, veteran CPM |
: - eader, op-
gg‘ied the concept of Eurocommunism on the ground that as per. s
cept, civil liberties and democratic rights are ot just bourgeois notions
ions

but must be an i a
ntegral part of a socialist or i
written in this context : it el

reney The doctine of the prol i

1ege :

negemony of the working clss in the democratic stugelesare he loge 1

ulmination of the doctrine of dlas srugsle_and the i o inp

fism's {erosious attack. That is why, the CPM adheres fo these o
of Marxism-Leninism and does not want to abandon them »&1

The criti Al 4
dcmacw"s:x;xi;clsm mndu' by lnFllan Communists, of the present drive of
n in the USSR, is thus in line with the stands taken by

them from time to ts
Gorba;;).‘z]v“m; l(.) time in the past. That they are dogmatic, whereas
and his colleagues are pragmatic, is obvious. It is no wonder.
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{therefore, that if the former continue to espouse Communist theory
and practice, as a Pavlovian reflex, the latter have shaken the orthodoxy
10 its roots.
'UCH A FAITH in dogma has led Indian comrades to attack new
trends introduced by Gorbachov in the field of foreign policy as well.
The resolution passed by the Central Committee of CPI(M) in May 1988
Jaunched a solid attack on these trends. Gorbachov highlighted these
trends in his report submitted on the occasion of the 70th anniversary
of the October Revolution. That is why, the CPM attack was centred on
this report only. The extracts given below from the CPM resolution are
indicative of the mood of Marxists in India :

(1) “Gorbachoy's presentation seeks to make a case for growing
modification of the contradictions of the period, for avoiding confronta-
tion between the people and imperialism and suggests ways in which the
interests of the people and the working class can be reconciled with the
interests of the imperialists and capitalist

() “Comrade Gorbachovs report is significant... It is based

on assumptions which are at variance with the many formulations and
estimates made by the CPSU in the analysis of the international situation
made in the report of the 27th Congress of the CPSU.”

(3) “Our Party has reiterated its understanding of the present
judged the developing international situation in the context

dictions of our period. It
odified, opening

epoch and
of intensification of the four major contra
was never suggested that any of these was getting
the prospect of settling problems without class struggl

(4) “Peaceful coexistence between states of different social systems
docs ot mean a call for cessation of class struggle in capitalist and
Third World countries. Our Party has fought against this opportunist
interpretation...... Peaceful cowexistence has now assumed vital impor-
{ance in the background of the danger of nuclear war.”
want to recognise that
eration with each other

With this argument other
of

(5) “It is argued that even the imperialists
we are all inter-dependent and must live in coop
because of the fear of mutual destruction.
contradictions, social contradictions of the period are taken out
sight.”

(6) “Once again there is an appeal to forget class contradictions
between the two worlds. It is not remembered that the imperialists
have avoided war against each other in order to preserve their strength
and unity, against the socialist camp. This is the class reason for maintain-

November 1989
21

in
ed to mstl
g, peaceful towards all-including Soviet Union

@ ative;
i cvenlu:]';: :;;;‘r‘t“ astay§ that inequitable trade remains a fact that
e in an explosion S,

vl a . Some westes

s is:l:;; ie:zough to think of avoiding this explosion. ltr?slcsaadi;rsl:"
erest of humanity and the inevi » 5

an h : © inevitable law of i
il nuat:lf:l:h ;xnlosmn of Third Warld countries should beL h:v:?;cﬁm
. c ided..
, here as well we are facinga historic choice dictateed by
that the Third World i ey
that the Z countries must_tolerate  th i o
::r[;('n/ﬂhx.[ countries and should ot think of crmlin,: aﬂx.f" el o
the logic of the integral world.” (Emphasis added) S

(®) “It is amazin
g to find that th
clubbed wi S e Non-Aligne ;
S gl_:: :“‘; an organisation ke the Ilamic Chitsrdits an: i
: g . It on

s Thc‘ s’\e’As’\l:tus fo the reactionary organisations and creai’es :épf
tions which neither represent eledt e et ortania-
e e people nor firmly support the struggle

The reflex actions of Indian Communists
remind you of Pavloy’s dog !

The CPM has indeed made very i i
- A i n y valid observatios i
1(1; orb;cr;g;ish;: uit:‘vmt foreign policy. It has thus ‘El:;ggrd(‘i;g ulxh :
rE |im=c?ss?zlly called for the modification of contradicti .
e imegmwcds, (i) that he has made a claim regarding the sm‘:’x‘j
o pamcmw;)rld, th:n act.ually capitalist countries contin
- Counm:s alr;d :’isdm‘:;vfil;;mices; (iii) that he has ask::
fod od-bye to i i
;:l:e[l;::llos:g);::’;::?; (iv) that he h‘ax clubbcdythe No':)-“AfIri‘;rr‘l!eat;ml\r/Ilu:gm"s'
o on of the Islamic Conference in the same catq s
ered a very honourable status to a theocratic acti:ﬁ;w i

I« Wwe venture to
First, how far are the present
»EW ? Isit not, in other ‘words,
ist countries has been a ¢ ¢
: f onstant
;fll 15 5o, why did not Indian Marxists
e same type of criticism 2 Secondly,
iet-India relations ? Why are India.
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2 ;
¢ ? Thirdly, why did Indian Communists
Why was the criticism mentioned sbove
ion of Gorbachovian foreign policy ?

Communists silent on this issu
change their stand later on 2 Wi
replaced afterwards by an appreciat i -
The fs question highights the fuct hat, ke S;;:achov, previc
: e et
T 1'eaders:15:vi£:leﬁ'\.;«dhich substantiates s point, Thus loseph
T withro, St fors fom Griss o the closin Yus o e
r, found it expedi
o v:;ir::l::a;;)u:l&er;e;nZ:Ii:‘:\vevjhcn they renered fll support o the
SetSon avia i immediate post-
i movs o ko miceumbed to the presares fom
e L hirew missles from Cuba, in the vicinity of USA. Su
e U R eohnew extended a hearty weloome to Richard Nixon
ot Lo et ‘Hlived by the Jatter 'in Vietuam The oviet
inspite of the T to. strengthen friendly.relations with countries
Union indeed oo Indonesia._cven when they crushed commanist
such.as Iran, CeYP¢ O s therefore stated that whereas for Lenin, the
mRa S?n;c 0‘:)(3/5(6"&? with capitalist countries was ﬂ‘lklcllCal move,
policy of pence 8 ategy and, for all post-Stalin leaders, it has become
for Stali e elf. Thus the readiness to develop cordial rlaions
2 HEEAe B e i ey iniave o sssephibnal feagu_rcov
i el e iin poliey. One can, therefore, put a lgitimate
the present Ot ian Marxists 86 to why they appreciated the previous
question {0 e e e oviet Union. And ifthey admired all such
e O tacks made by them on Gorbachovian actions
ar s

foreign policy
moves,How fur ar the
istent with the past. i
s Marists ave abjeted to_the Gorbschovian applittion of
i N AM and. the Organisation of the Islamic Con e
parity 10t At in this regard.  But the fact that the report sib-
They ate, 10 Qo rohnev to the 26th CPSU Congress in 1981 sloried
e By by Khomeln revolution reminds us. that Ranadives and
the role played By e eanspicuously silent in the pre-Gorbachov o The
B s ol by iy comrade 1 the unbecoming
B O eence. o Talamio. countrics is indeed anothr insta
Gorbachos :
of inconsistency on their part.

asing Chi
The present Soviet efforts to g0 to any \ensglh f:)rh::;:::n;rcc e
© ] :
- lations. Soviel
o ing to affect Indo-Soviet rel So bed ety
lcaghsr[si:;ifsll::ge\wcen “prother China’ nnds frlin:mlvr::\;xo i mznmy
i i 1962. Sovie
ingui terms in October 1962. . iy
s @ :/1:esaelre;\dy affcted Soviet:Vietnam relations, ng:{bmnv
e Ch‘;a« ‘was published in Beijing at the end of shepit G By
“l:“qued[vi‘)led two separate paragraphs to highligl
there, de
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between Soviet Union and Vietnam on the issue of Kampuchia. Similarly
Moscow is likely to have differences with New Delhi on certain issues;
and these differences would acquire new dimensions as a consequence of

the present Soviet appeasement of China. Indian Communists are of
course silent in this matter.

Curiously enough, the paper presented by Comrade Namboodiripad
on 19 February 1989 at a seminar in New Delhi gave indications that
Marxists in_India have revised their perceptions on the international
questions. That paper indeed mafked a break from the resolution on new
trends in Soviet foreign policy adopted by the CPM in May 1988. We
haye already summed up the content of this resolution which had roundly
criticised the new(?) Soviet policy of offering concessions. to imperialist
countries. Later, however, Comrade Namboodiripad supported. the line
of Gorbachov on the ground that recent times have witnessed a trans-
formation of the class struggle into a struggle for saving ‘humanity from
impending destruction which would encompass the whole world. Mr.
Namboodiripad observed in his paper that a broad all-embracing peace
movement has developed in the world and once he recognised the signi-
ficance of the global peace effort, it was possible for him to offer justi-
fication for the ideological concessions to the West. The CPM leadership

Once again, for Russia, China could be
‘brother’, and India, only a ‘friend’

found it necessary to revise its thinking on international questions proba-
bly because of the important break-through in respect of Afghanistan,
Palestine and Namibia in pursuance of the adoption of Gorbachoy
Doctrine. Such early and striking successes flowing from the doctrine
must have made a deep impression on Namboodiripad and his colleagues.
It was, moreover, the sidelining of Mr. Ligachev and company in the
USSR which must have compelled CPM leaders to revise their perceptions.
The CPM must have realised, that in view of the decline in orthodox.
elements in the CPSU, it could not afford to follow pro-Stalinist posi-
tions. The editorial comment made by the Times of India on this issue
Was quite apt: “Given the track record
intellectually and ideologically follow-
bound to come sooner or later. s

of Indian official communists to
the-leader, such realisation was

The discussion made so far enables us to reach certain conclusions :

(A) Mikhail Gorbachov has decide

d to pursue the path of truth, and to
undertake, in pursuance of this path,

the task of free and frank assessment
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of the Soviet past. He knows that previous Soviet leaders did not under-
take such a task, that they tried to suppress. inconvenient truths and that
there has, therefore, arisena wide gap between official presentation and
popular perception of past Soviet events. Mr. Gorbachoy thinks that as
a consequence of this gap, official policies -and acts have lost their credibi-
Jity with the Soviet masses. In the present circumstances: when broad
participation of the masses is indispensable for the upliftment of Soviet
economy, & communication gap between government and people needs
to be bridged as quickly as possible. The critical assessment of previous
events and policies undertaken by Gorbachov thus appears to be essential
in the present context. Indian Communists do not probably share this
View, They are perhaps afraid of certain implications and consequences
of the frank analysis of Soviet history. They seem to think thatasa
result of such analysis, the past of the USSR would cease to inspire people
and that Perestroika or the process of reconstruction would be endan-
gered. There is indeed a gulf, between Gorbachov and Indian Com-
munists, in the sense that whereas the former believes in reconstruction on
the basis of honest analysis of past events, the latter rely on glorification
of such events and on reconstruction on this ground.

sts naturally do not share the Gorbachovian
They think that it was Stalin who guarded the
Interests of socialism. From their viewpoint, Stalin carried forward the
egacy of Lenin. Gorbachov and his colleagues on the other hand hold
a different viewpoint, They consider Stalin as a great believer in com-
mand methods. They, therefore, observe that Stalin broke a link between
socialism and democracy, that he demolished the legacy of Lenin and
that he damaged the image of USSR.

(B) Indian Communi
viewpoint of Stalin years.

(C) If Indian Marxists fear that the present economic reforms in USSK
might accelerate the_spread of consumerism, Gorbachoy thinks that all
these reforms might invigorate the entire_climate and might accordingly
encourage people to harness their energies fully for the development of

Soviet economy.

(D) Regarding political reforms as well, Marxists in India have

expressed their anxieties. They fecl that the current trends of liberalisa-
tiom might weaken the hold of CPSU and thus there might arise challenges
for the unity of USSR. The present Soviet leader, however, wishs to
exhanee the authority of CPSU and has therefore introduced certain re-
forms oriented towards democratising the polity there. He seems to be-
lieve that the CPSU should win and influence the masses through dedication
and commitment, The freeing of Soviet media, the invitation to non-party
s organisations o send their representatives to the newly formed

.~ tions in 1960, when Nikita Khrushchoy attempted

Gorbachov. What amuses us most is the fact that In
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gc:;:ifiss of }:I\eople's deputies and  the general
recently . all these measures

e 25 have undoubtedly creat

L pmz\l:(;:gsu. Gorbachov, no doubt, expects ma{eaae? v

L eir mettle in the new circumstances, In thi el e
thority to power and appears to be confid e

S lent that the CPSU would

freedom of expression

(E) The CPM leaders initially attac]
el n ly attacked new trends i et fc
[pa aviid c:il}}unrzﬂ?y stated in May 1988 that the pmscn’: SsZVv'ii Iofrr’3 o
e 1::;n‘fgdmsl capltali.sl countries, would finall s
ol K; i cked then t!w implicit Gorbachovian call t)n; };;‘f"c
e y(g sink their differences with imperialist o
S Orgamsc'{m the present, Soviet policy of clubbin; pz\:’e{s.
b alon‘toget‘her, In fact, previous Soviet I et
e lf}?:::es' vis: I-vns capitalist countries. P
I : homeini reyolution in Iran. Su i
nists i orion
Comr:;ilwn:ilnc;dulast;glhese policies. The resolution ;s:lt:;;c;td“:;: Sy
fon lay Siv‘/-as thus inconsistent with the mzt ;C:;!tral
his stand and came out with a justi S z:; :dr
el i ith a justification for the new thinking i, =
X lentally, the record of CPM is cmglm o
paratively

Our hearts demand change, our eyes

demand change’
nge’’—Mosco !
better than that of CPI. The 4 ROLk Song

They, moreover,

former did express its reserva-
to revise the Soviet
Was to express sort of
Gorbachov and since
f_|hmk2ng adopted by
dian Communists have

foreign policy. But what Indian Marxists did then

forgotten their own rhetoric about anti-imperialis
oy :

gloc_mne Provides no sanction. Why should not

Zu‘ coAumErpal'ls in some other countries, ot
and beliefs are no longer valid, that the do
overhauled ? : :

) unists in India, like
ad‘mlt I:lom:stly that old ideas
ctrine itself must be drastically

(F) Soviet Union has recently witnessed a fov rish demand for
ly wil d fever
change.  One of the popular Rock songs there proudly proclaims Orur
hearts demand change, our eyes demand ch; nge " Indian Marxists who
a
are nostalgic about a familiar socialist landscape find it extremel ly difficult
re ifficul
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to adjust themselves “to a situation in which the past has become unpre-
dictable and the future is problematic.”* They indeed face a very unique
dilemma. On the one hand they have a fund of affection for the Soviet
history; for the theories propagated there and for the practices undertaken
there. They therefore, oppose any criticism against these matters. On the
other hand they love the Soviet leadership which considers criticism
against these very matters as indispensable and useful. It appears that a
wonderful way has been found out by Indian Communists. They have
rendered over-all support to Gorbachov reforms but have tried to draw
consolation from this or that aspect of these reforms! Comrade
S.G. Sardesai thus made the following comment while reviewing Gorba-
chov’s book, Perestroika :

“Gorbachov's approach could create the impression that the author
has become an altruist humanist, obvlious of the grim class and national
contradictions between the haves and have-nots of the world, between
capitalism and socialism. A carcful reading dispels any such impres-

e

<

sion,

Comrade Sardesai further pointed out that Soviet citizens have now
been given maximum freedom of discussion and action under, of course,
the broad guidance of the CPSU. According to Sardesai, Gorbachov has
thus emphasised the indispensability of CPSU. Comrade B.T. Ranadive
stated in his article published in one of the issues of ““Marxist” in 1987
that the struggle against bureaucratic tendencies in USSR, underscores the
necessity to offer citizens there, firm guarantee for individual liberties
Ranadive thus defends Gorbachov reforms in Soviet polity.

with the following quote from

1 can only conclude this paper
S. Nihal Singh :

“The new Communism unfurled by Gorbachov represents personal
tragedies for the Indian Communist leaders. Convinced of the infalli-
bility of the beliefs handed down to them, they now find their world
collapsing around them. Gorbachoy, for many of them, i talking a
strange language. Lenin still remains the unquestioned icon, but, for
how long ? There is no doubt where the Indian Communist leaders
would be were they to be participants in the Soviet debate. They would
be firmly on the side of conservatives.”s

i
a
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The measure of a man.......

For any industry to be achievement-oriented’
its people must value achievemer.\t a_s well.
At Excel, we know that our organisation can
be only as good as our people: We see them
as an integral part of everything we do. Fcf)r
all innovations must spring from people, in
order to be of value to people Ancli the chrtl’\
of every breakthrough we fachleve‘ is the
measure of the people behind it

EXCEL—THE INNOVATORS
Chemicals for Industry & Agriculture

EXCEL INDUSTRIES LIMITED
2 ami Vivekanand Road, Jogeshwari (West)
BOMBAY-400 102

Phone : 571431-5

The Other Side of ‘Rural
Development’ In India

By Ranji

ingh

THROUGHOUT the developing nations of the world, the strategy of
planned development is to adopt Modern (Western) science and technology
(MST) as if it was a panacea for all their ills. The policy planners as well
as the political leaders appear to believe that the MST is culturally unbia-
sed, socially un-prejudiced, morally just and economically efficient, and
therefore, is a prerequisite for all the societies in search of a better life and
egalitarian society. Unaware of what the British historians had to say
on the pre-British records of Indian trade & industry, the architect of the
present-day India, Pandit Nehru wiote “‘I feel sure that it was a good
thing for India to come in contact with scientific and industrial West

Science was the great gift of the West and India lacked this and without it,
she was doomed to decay ..

A Government of India advertisement said, amongst other things,
that, “40 years ago, in 1947 we inherited a colonial cconomy with agricul-
ture, industry, science...almost everything stagnating . our food production
was inadequate and we had to import to feed our masses. Our industries
were far and few - people particularly the weaker section remained a negle-
cted lot - today in 1987  self sufficiency in foodgrains..... some 10 crore
people brought above the poverty line literacy rate more than doubled
+....we have the 3rd largest number of scientific technical manpower......
our country ranks among the top 10 industrial nations and is the 7th
nation in the world to send its own satellite with its own rocket.”® No
doubt the gains have been substantial and the achievements impressive
However, those who have paid the price of development in the past four
decades are not usually the people who cnjoy its benefits today. The
development has not only brought disguised devastation of the national
ecosystem but has also degraded the quality of life of the innocent inhabi-
tants of the rural and tribal India

Self-sufficiency in foodgrains is our most important achievement. New.
seeds of high-yield variety (HYV) have been brought from various coun-
tries. These seeds required heavy doses of chemical fertilizers, much of
which had to be imported. More water at regular intervals was required to
enable the plants to utilize the fertilizers. These seeds and their rate of
growth, not being adapted to the natural environment, required protection
against pests, insects and discases, which again required imported
chemicals. And the “protection” was not only shortlived but _introducer
of greater destruction
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The HYYV seeds have created a vicious circle in the Indian agriculture.
The farmer has to buy his seeds, fertilizers, insecticides, pumping sets etc.
from various government agencies and sell his produce to pay for these
inputs, on their terms, Most of the chemicals added to  the soil or spray-
ed over the plants are passing on into the vegetation, the fish, the animals
and ultimately into the blood of man himself. The circle is complete,
deadly poisons invented by man to annihilate other forms of life have
come upon the homo sapiens. Shri R.P. Singh reports : “The average
Indian daily diet contains about 0.27 mg. of DDT which is the highest
level of accumulated DDT in body tisues in the world......the average
daily intake of DDT and BHC is respectively 24% and 10% more
amongst the non-vegetarians as compared to the vegetarians.” WHO had
estimated in 1975 that 5,00,000 people are affected by the contaminated
food in the Third World countries of which 5000 die every year. No
Indian agency has yet cared to ascertain the number of deaths due to
the contaminated food because of their superstitious belief that MST
(modern science and technology) cannot go wrong.

The Madras Group of Patriotic People’s Science and Technology
(PPST) movement reports : “Not only have many of the these ‘high-
response varietics’ displaced and eliminated traditional varieties, thus
causing loss of valuable genetic material, but these new strains being
vulnerable to many pests and diseases, have often brought about large-
scale crop failures. Pesticides used to kill off the major pests, have left the
crops exposed to the attacks of minor pests which have become major in
their own way. In addition, pests have also acquired considerable
immunity to the less potent chemicals, and have even gone to break down
these chemicals into harmless compounds through acquired drug resis-
tance. Similar has been the problem with weeds etc: these toxic chemicals
destroy a number of beneficial organisms, bacteria etc, which provided
life support to agriculture in the past. A lot of these toxic chemicals being
used find their way into water sources and the human body, wreaking
havoe to plant, aquatic animal and human life. With every disappearing
plant, nearly ten to thirty dependent species of insects and higher animals
and other plants also slowly die out. Large quantities of water used, with-
out adequate drainage, expose large tracts of highly fertile land to salinity
build-up. In the name of development projects, large areas of wild gene-
tically rich and diverse forest areas are being regularly cleared to make
way for man causing irreparable damage and loss to the nation’s genetic
pool. Further, food grown under the chemical farming system is less nutri-
tious and lacks many of the other beneficial properties that traditional
varieties possessed. With the growing climination of traditional ~varieties,
even those who advocate and propagate chemical farming are under a
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severe threat, as they will no longer have access to these varietics (o

incorporate desirable characteristics in their new varieties. In other words,

Itis a situation where everyone stands to lose but the most sevtmly’

;lhr:a(f:ued are the poor farmers, whose very existence and survival is at
ake.

The longterm effects of the artificial agriculture and the chemical
warfare against the natural genetic varieties of micro-organisms and the soil
fertility systems are hidden from the people who are going to suffer most.
Multinational companies and the government agencies, while making tall
claims about the short-term bencfits of such practices, do not inform the
farmers adequately about the harmful ‘afier-effects. For example, none
of the rural development agencies has informed the village farmer of the
700 million acres of fertile land havingbeen lost because of the artificial
agnc_ulmre _methods and the chemical warfare against the weeds, Ppests
and inseets in the United States of America, though much publicity is

Gene pool dissipation, disease-prone
crops, havoc to all life by toxic chemicals
and longterm infertility of soil are the
“gifts” of “scientific” agriculture

given to the high per-acre yield there. One million ;
death in Eithiopia during the drought of 1985. Dmugmsx;:dpllaia:.mrlxveie::
in Ethiopia but starvation deaths were not. It isa new phenomens
Introduction of the HYV sceds has led to the total crop failure, Those
farmers who had sown indigenous “low-yield varieties,” capable of
standing drought conditions were the only ones able to get some yield
An Indian research centre has traced the 1987 drought and crop failure
irn_:hc Dharwar district of Karnataka, not (o the low rainfall bat o the
V:lrli\;;‘uf hybrid sorghum and destruction of the indigenous genetic

Agriculture in India has not only been an cconomic activi
way of life, a_philosophy to understand the world /\x'ound4aci‘,/‘;:xl;z§:
Buddha preached compassion and nonviolerce, he was simply explainin
the ways of Indian agriculture, in which a ma fives in complete harmun
With everything elsc present in nature. The forests provide fodder for the
animals, fuel and house construction material for man, a protective oyer
for the soil, and a collection system for the underground aquifers,  Cattle
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turn would provide milk, draught power, fertiliser and the lc:(‘l;x»er_c:
is en-
lszrl of mother-child relationship dch]DPe‘d b_etween the hm]an ;: e
iroment in India. The social and economic life was so Wi o:sod e
i it in sci hnology, art and it
i i the best in science, tecl u
filling that it gave birth to S
itis istori d commented in T
tish historian, Robertson, ha -
All%:g‘:‘s gold and silver, particularly the lallevl', have been t[hefc&?vg:"yh
xaies exported, with the greatest profit, mr India. Ir:l n?ﬁe':mr.f, e
ive i eign cot 3
tives depend so little upon or x e 5
- ls::x‘i;i Inr the luxuries of life. The blessings nf; tglo:rable:\::a::;r;y
Eo i i ity, afford them wha
ile soil, augmented by their own ingenuity, -
fE"_ll“ smI cfnsequence, trade with them has always been :}arm;n
e ae uniform maner, and the precious’ metals have been siten
::c;:mgc for their peculiar production, whether of nature or of art.

‘When in 1893 the British Government oo:mi58|oqedl“lDr;. bl:sl;;
i ts in Indian agricul
Voelekar to suggest improvement i A
i :id scientific methods, he found that &hg Indian _agna;qurc
o mudersr: the best in the world. Various scientific pmcuccshe r:::‘ﬁ
lds a“.l‘::“cgd in the West are neither suitable nor necessary. Tl?te dclo u;c
eVF}' EX will just not be good, the wooden plo.ugh is more suites o
= ‘zsoil conditions. Voelekar suggested a revision of the forest po‘;“); 4
I‘;‘ldm the villagers free access to the forest. The losses in mvrenueric“lmm
| OY ss of timber etc will be more than offset by the growth of ag: L
::1 ki agricultural revenue, he argued. dHu}wevcrﬂ, ;;g];u;o::;::ci -
i d Indian, have engaged in grad i
lt‘:lu;zs\;:?;:lz? h:‘; warned against. The introducnor.x (:f hybrs\:e;ecldl:l
: i i sation cru 3
i he name of modernis
Is and farm machinery, in l b
zl:::i‘\fiy and self-reliance of the village farmer: I? has made h.lm depx
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revealed that more than half of the people so displaced belong to the
scheduled castes, tribes ond other backwar
poor and innocent people are suy
tion under the Indian constitution, In reality, they get just the opposite.
“The displaced persons are mostly cultivators who have deep attachment
to their lands and dwellings, In the belief of tribal and other people, their
area is the abode of their gods, and the spirits of their ancestors, which are
inseparable from their daily life. Uprooting them from their habitat not
only disturbs their way of life but more or less, tends to erode and
eventually destroy their social, cultural, religious and economic traditions.
Further, the tribal life and culture is 50 uniquely interwoven and integrat-
ed with the forest that once uprooted, they are totally disoriented.” Further
studies by social scientists are needed fo find out why the uprooted
youth have not taken up arms against the society which has ditched them
in its search of luxuries of modern life,?

d classes. These poorest of the
pposed to receive special care and  atten-

The inhuman approach of our planners and administrators is evident
from the fact that evacuees of Bhakra Nangal and Rihand Dams are yet

“India’s traditional agriculture was
among the best in the world.” “India can
afford 10 depend the least on outside world,
as none else can”—said British experts

to be fully rehabilitated even though three decades have passed since the

It has

agencies and the ¥

ot h imncent e 0 e cnlugh of mukst fxes, and s

ey he natural serenity of the village life. The Indian vfzrmn:r who b ;,,

s i ally fed on the principles of love and nnn-vwle.nca l.ms he 4

i "ad‘_'“’“N ywondcr Punjab, the model of green revolution, is wm\cls‘

h'lmd e form of terrorism.” Fukuoka is right when he considers the

;‘:agh(nh;g‘i:e‘ l:nd and the purification of the human spirit to be onc
process.®

Soon after Independence, a number of large dfims were. hulllt |r: ?;:’:‘e(;t_g;

L the countsy to provide irrigation for agriculture and electri D fc

Pans 0 ';hc dams were hailed as the temples of .mcdern India ¥

et whied g s otals and ot

e Neh'":. People of (h;nsands of villages and vangvas:s lr{ha ;‘;ve
:::;:ﬁilvso;;é forests have been rendered homeless. Various studies.

of these dams.
from the cool and green Himalay

The people displaced by the Pong Dam,
yan hills, have been thrown to the hot
and hostile plains of Rajasthan. Inhuman exploitation and callonsness
are perhaps inherent in MST. The political economists conveniently
ignore the cost of human misery while computing their developmental
statistics.

The lakes created by these dams
from their hearth and home but also
seismicity near the inundated areas. K.
much destruction that the MST community was drawn for the first time to
@ possible correlation between the man-made lake and the quake. A sories
of carth quakes rocked the Konkan region of Maharashtra near Bhatsy
Dam in 1983. Though the Indian engincers and scientists are unwilling
0 admit the fact of reservoir-induced seismicity, the international commy.
nity has accepted it.

have not only displaced people
made life miserable by inducing
oyna earthquake of 1967 caused so
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Below are given a few instances of dam-induced earthquakes.

No. Country  Height Year of Yearof Magnitude Prior

of the (Mtres) impoun- largest (Richter)  seismi-
Dam ding  Quake city
1. Koyana(india) 103 1964 1967 65 Low
2. Hrimfenkiang 105 1959 1961 6.1 Aseismic
(China)
3. Kariba 128 195 1963 58 Low
(Zimbabwe)
4. Monteynand 155 1962 1963 49 Low
(France)
5. Talbingo 162 | 11971 (1972 45 Aseismic
(Australia)
6. Manicovgan 108 1975 1975 4.1 Low

(USA)

Dams have helped in making the green rsveh:lion a s:cocre;sml‘jﬁ
il i £ a. However, large area le
iding irrigation to a very large area. Ho ge are i
pm‘vcl:l‘nﬁal |§nd have been lost to waterlogging and sahmsa?:jon. dl:i:tl!ﬂ
;‘}%nrising water table, surfacing of the grounésalt‘s like _ﬂuon lesk, c‘alumw
lce which in turn enter the food chain and give rise to diseases like
ete,
sis and knock knees. !
¥ i I in spreading
canals have also been instrumental £
Reservoirs and canals X g
mosquitoes and other disease-carrying insects into (helar‘eas \:;l’mu
i were mnot known before. These have spread ma\:na,d g
fhedy]'\p;\ncsc encephalitis in Andhra, Karnalak‘fl and Tam|Ar:? uur -
“1"‘& ‘(he completion of Thungbhadra, Nagarjun Sagar, iy
after
Sathanur schemes. 3
; s ha
It has been estimated that various developmental acllvllt;;n g
resulted ;n a loss of one million hectares of fore:ls :i:‘::/‘elzr;ng il
it mnships, railways and sl
i T Thz forest cover has been reduoev:! A'rol;‘:
This has resulted in soil
Number of

Ken their share of the forest. c
l}i"? to 7% in four decades of frec India.

o 1is.
crosion, land-slides, drying up of the streams and wel
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drought-prone districts and the frequency of droughts is on the increase,
People of many villages where fresh water springs and wells were commeon

region, it suffered from drought for three years during 1981-86. Western
Rajasthan has had drought-like conditions during five out of the six years.
Kerala, where once drought was unheard of has faced several drought
years since 1980. In 1983 in Marathwada region of Maharashtra there
were 1947 problem villages where drinking water was not easily available.
Though many of these villages are covered under dr inking water supply
programme of the government, 4778 villages faced water scarcity in 1985
Which was a year of normal rainfall. O¥er-use of the underground water
has disturbed the hydrological system by affecting the even flow of water
in rivers and streams. In Meerut and Muzaffar Nagar, districts of western
Uttar Pradesh, instead of the groundwater seeping into the river and
adding to their flows, it is the river water which now seeps into the ground
Water because the water table has gone down. Ahmedabad receives its

Healing of the land and Purification
of human spirit are intertwined

water supply from Sabarmati. river. But with increasing use of ground
water, the natural flow in the river has declined sharply. Drinking water
shortage is now a regular feature in Ahmedabad, Madras, Madurai,
Trichurapalli and Bangalore. In Hyderabad, water is rationed on alternate
days, since 1983.

India is no longer dealing with disaster events but disaster processes.
The natural disasters like floods and droughts are no more natural, Part
of the blame for these calamities should be shared by modern sejonce
and technology and its adherents.

One of the main advantages of the big dams and gigantic river
valley projects claimed was water management of flood control, Tndia.is
one of the world’s richest countries in terms of water resources. Its
average annual precipitation is almost twice as that of all other parts
of Asia put together. But nearly 80% of it arrives during the four mon-
soon months of June-September. There isa natural tendency within the
country to witness floods during the four monsoon months and drought
during the eight dry months. Multipurpose river valley projects were sup-
posed to take in the excessive water during the monsoon months and pass
the same in the lean seasons. It was expected that with the completion of
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various dams and their related projects, the intensity and area of the
floods would be reduced considerably. However, what the country has
witnessed is just the opposite. The flood-prone area which was estimated
at 25 million hectares, in 1960, has gone up to 40 mha by 1978. Till the
1960s, the flood prone states were Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal,
Orissa and Assam, but now the list includes new states like Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamilnadu, Rajasthan and
Gujrat. New areas in the traditionally flood-prone states of U. P., Bihar
and Orissa have also been added. Whereas new projects are in the various
stages of planning and execution, the Planning Commission has been silent
over the reversal of Nature’s mechanism in the river valleys.

Development in education, research and industry has also been
faithfully following the Western models, with devastating results. Today,
India has more illiterates than it had forty years ago. More people are
living below the poverty line today than they were before embarking upon
the planned development. A few centres of affluence and western civila-
zation and a miniscule percentage to happy-go-lucky middle class is all
that has been grown with all the foreign debt, in which the country has
been trapped for gencrations to come. A Delhi man paying one rupec
can ride a bus for a distance which will cost not less than rupees threc
elsewhere. Birlas pay 36 paise for a ton of Bamboo from Bastar district
of Madhya Pradesh for which a tribal will have to pay Rs. 270 in the
market. No wonder this has helped higher standard of living for a few
but egalitarian society is nowhere nearer than it was in 1947, High-grade
village craftsmen who sustained the Indian economy for millennia have
been rendered jobless and condemned to a degraded life of Jhopad
patti in the suburbs of Delhi, Bombay and Calcutta, for generations to
come.

Thus importing and imitating MST without adapting it to national
needs and indigenous creativity has proved self-defeating. The ancient
Indian attitude of mother-child relationship between Nature and man and
the concept of i i will have to be
revived, assessed and readmitied into planning and development processes.
Mistakes in the wake of planned development in India have a lesson,
that the dice of MST is loaded in favour of haves against the have-nots
and, therefore, the planning strategies will have to be suitably modified,
if an egalitarian society is aimed at. The Prime Minister has been talking
of grassroot village participation in the process of planning and develop-
ment for some time. Let us hope that the Government will tailor MST
to people’s needs, local resources and indigenous creativity.
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How Kerala Government Allows
Ruination of Forests te Serve
Industrial Interests

By : Pandurang Hegde

In our previous issue we had published an_article *“Narmada Project—
The Conspiracy and the Shame”, wherein the complaint was made that none
of our major political parties has any understanding of the importance  of
ecological preservation for sustainable development and universally shared
prosperity. The article below shows how fhe communist-led government in
Kerala has been bending backwards to serve capitalists’ interests and ruining
the very basis of people’s lives by acquiescing in the destruction of forests
Woodenheaded acceptance of the dogma “Industrialise or Perish” has been
at the root of such anti-people policies.

Ecology is inseparable from improvement of common peaple’s fives,
This great truth must override all political ideologies.

— Editor

Kerala is one of those States that has been under the rule of com-
munists for decades. It created a sort of history in 1957 when people
elected a communist government. It is for the first time in the world
history that a communist government came to power through ballot and
not bullet. Ideologically the left was different and they aimed at building
a socialist State, in ushering an era of people’s prosperity. At present they
are back in power ruling the State. It is interesting to analyse the achieye-
ments over the past 30 years and see how far they have succeeded in
building a socialist state.

One of their main programmies is to establish large-scale industries
o generate employment for people off the farms. Their slogan was
“Industrialise or Perish’. In addition to creating employment, the  otho
hidden reason was to create a labour force that can be organised and sed
for political purposes. In accordance with this objective, a rayon factory
at Mavoor was established in 1957. It promised to enhance its original
capacity of manufacturing pulp and to. provide employment to people,
The farmers were so thrilled that some of them came forward and donated
their homesteads to establish the factory.

The government agreed to supply land, water and resources for the
factory at concessional rates. Bamboo was given at the cost of Re. 1/-per
tonne. The forest officers allocated 1,60,000 tonnes at this cost to be

extracted from Nulambur Valley. The foresters. never bothered to asses the
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bamboo stock. Instead, they assured that they can supply raw materials
regularly. But the bamboo of Nulambur forests was exhausted by 1962
and by then the factory had also increased its production capacity.
Though the increase in the capacity was unauthorised, the government of
Kerala had to provide raw materials to the factory.

In order to meet the ever increasing need of the factory the Birlas
were given monopoly rights to collect bamboo from Wynad, Calicut and
Nenmare in Palghat districts. In fact major forest areas of the northern
part of Kerala comprising Trichur and Palghat forest divisions were
handed over to the Birlas. Thus the richest tropical forests were handed
over at concessional price to run Mavoor factory. The rulers and forest
bureaucrats decided to hand over these common natural resources toa
capitalist for the sake of running an industry.

The Birlas realised that even if they extract bamboos from the vast
areas assigned to them in future they would be facing the shortage of
raw materials and that this would affect production. Anticipating this
shortage of supply they asked the government to plant eucalyptus planta-
tions to supply raw materials in future. The government obliged the
Birlas and vast stretches of natural forests in Wynad and northern Kerala
were clearfelled to make way for eucalyptus plantations. The government
converted 700 sq. kms. of natural forests into eucalyptus plantations. Tn
the process of clearfelling natural forests the timber merchants made
enormous money. The Kerala forest department acted like servants of
the Birlas. The department incurred the costs of clearfelling and raising
eucalyptus plantations. The cost was borne by the government, adding
1o the concessions allowed to the factory.

On the one side Mavoor factory was destroying the forests and at
the site it caused havoc polluting water and air. The air pollution
affected the crop yields in the surrounding villages. The Chaliar river
used to support agriculture and fisheries. But the effluents left by the
factory polluted Chaliar water. Catile deaths became common. People
bathing in the river started suffering from skin disease. Greatest damage
was done to aquatic life as fish death was so extensive that it disappeared.
At this stage, Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad (KSSP) helped the villagers
to organise a movement against the Mavoor factory.

Their demand was to force the factory to adhere to strict regulations
of pollution control and installation of devices to reduce effluent discharge
in the river. They achieved success as the management installed pipeline
to carry the effluents and also installed some pollution control measures.
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The government increased the rates of bamboo
as there was pressure from the opposttion. (fay qur rac'ijriuzﬂy -
ftril ot throw-avay prices. The forest minitor Faads o sfumiosie o
fo State Assembly in 1985 about the costs ncurred by, govermmers o)
eing eucalyptus plantations. The State incurred Rs, 19,001 1o coue
hectare of eucalyptus plantation. But it recetved only - e 9,460/~ af
selling the ezcalyptus from one  heetare. b
ted that it was subsidising the factory heavily.
mowever, tho Birlas never paid the increased cost of raw materals

' They went to court and the court askedsthe factory to deposit certain

- In order to stall
So on the pretext of

Bamboo was supplied at Re. |- per ton,
richest tropical Jorests handed oyey to
Jactory; natural Jforests clearfelled for
eucalyptus plantation,

The impact of the factory is not restricted to so
The irreversible damage to natural resources of
evident in recent years. In the carly eighties the
worst droughts. The northern part of Kerala w:
factory had destroyed th
The extraction of bamb
way for encroachment.

me villages alone,
N a macro-level became
State suffered one of (he
as affected most as this
'@ natural forests in the catchment areas of rj

ivers,
09 opened up roads in remote forest areas maj

king

leading to water shortage. The State Sovernment has to supply i

water 10 people in tankers in many districs including Wynad oy Palghzfmg
In 1988, as many as 75 people died in' Chittoor taluka, Palghat
. Prior to

But nobody is willing to recogni: i

c gnise the |
bclw:en‘ drought and deforestation, i,e. between water shortage and ‘t:k
destruction caused by the factory. : %

o ThF factﬁ)ry's greed for natural resources has destroyed the lives of
ribals living in forests, especially in north Kerala, About 10,000 tribals




42 Manthan
live on forests, making use of bamboo and reed. They are engaged in
cottage industries. But now they have become destitutes as their resource
is snatched by the communist government to help runa factory. A factory
that employs 3000 labourers has destroyed the lives of 10,000 tribals.
Besides, the drying up of streams and ponds due to eucalyptus plantation
has also led to regular failure of paddy crop. The wild animals’ attack
on agricultural fields as well as the people has increased as their habitat
has been destroyed.

In short, the establishment of Mavoor factory has led to destruction
of resources, leading to scarcity of water and food. It has created poor
soil and_biological deserts increasing the poverty of people, leading to
starvation deaths (as happened to some tribals in Wynad). The slogan of
“Industrialise or Perish’ is not only an ideological blunder committed by
“progressive’ Keralites but also an irreversible ecological blunder. The
policy that was aimed at socialism has obviously brought misery and
deprivation to thousands of people. Some 3000 people had got jobs for
some time. The gainer was one single capitalist.

Recent developments show  that the government does not want to
learn from these experiences. In 1988 the left-front government entered
into an agreement with Mavoor factory and the trade union and has
reopened the factory after 3 years

The agreement is a_total sellout to the Birlas. The government has
agreed to change the law governing forest produce.

The factory will not be paying taxes for the products removed from
forests. The labour unions agreed to work without causing any labour
troubles. The government also waived all cases pending in the court,
helping the Birlas to make crores of rupees.

The government agreed o supply enormous raw material at lower
costs. The most dangerous is the alleged secret agreement between the
government and the factory that if the government fails to supply the
required raw materials, the factory would have access to raw materials
from natural forests

The left front government has jettisoned all the principles of
socialism and has gone beyond its means to help the Rayon factory
They have helped the factory to make profits at the cost of people's
survival. All the political parties have hailed this decision to re-open the

factory.

 giving them work,
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rmstslthislI.;oni.:al that when Kerala is undergoing a severe drought its

Bhen dem:smi? '"d‘g's W:y. Many Keralites understand the link
and drought but th

speak up against this factory. 4560 Hothaye thercolaenifo

o : ¥ :
- co.jn-t}r.m]s up very basic questions not only for Kerala, but for
rcountry. T3t rationalto destroy our matural resources for short-
m i adversely affecting the lives of vast numbers of people?
ill happen when the remaining forests are destroyed.? g
- “ «
mcmn Will be interesting to note that the reopening of Mavoor Ra
Heon K[erala_xed 10 varied reactions from three. sections of society.
aa teal partes and al radeunions welcomed the decision cluim yg
is in the interest of 3000 workers. M o
g s. Many village panchayats aro
- eavcc«?ry ate not only unhappy butalso want the factory to o cla::g
o (\'wsl; TA:md reaction is from Wynad Prakriti Samrakshna
. They have already launched a m, ;
: n ovem
extraction of raw materials from the forests. S

Ruin of forests; pollution of air and
water; deaths of caitle and fish; diseases
of people, and water scarcity—these are

the “gifts” from the rayon Jfactory

Let us now see the bases of these different  rea . isi
:10 Teopen the factory was very crucial to the rulin;ur:r;:. fr:’r:(: ‘::"‘S‘O"
luring the x?lectlan campaigns it assured trade union leaders that i o
]r:j:):e;he issue. The trade unions” hold was eroding as ]!aheucr:»‘s)sld
P e

al pressure. is
;:r::;rle:?;; rno:‘only their militancy but also rherT\l:::rce”s:sd: ‘:‘lf‘y
e s:'reiizmg (;;' wage and b{)lmd themselves to promises of not
o ut the most important aspect of the agreoment
pen the aclory‘;‘s that [‘hongh it helped the workers marginally by
n e major beneficiaries are the fact

:::B(l;jarsulmg Ppolitical parl?’. They succumbed to the pressu(gry!actzxz‘s‘";
and agreed to waive the forest tax, to withdraw court cases Don

save crores of rupees. There
lonations to the ruling party
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and its politicians. Obviously, the centralised decision making process
Ioads to corrupt practices. In terms of economic as well as social justice
this decision is undoubtedly biased in favour of groups that include
politicians, burcaucracy and a section of working people which is much
B small in relation. to the unemployed people. Itis cornering of natural
resources for the benefit of this group

In contrast to_this, the village panchayats of Walakkad, Chattum=
angalam Mavoor and Paruyayal around the factory are demanding the
closure of the factory permanently. Their stand is that the factory will
never be able to solve the problem of pollution. They say that due
to closure of factory for 3 years the fishes started swimming again in
Chaliar river; if the factory reopens the fishes will again disappear. They
do not want their drinking water wells, their estuaries and backwaters

to get polluted.

The reopening will affect the agricultural crops in the areas under
these panchayats, making it difficult for thousands of people to cultivate
coconut and paddy. Moreover there arc reports of permanent health
problems and_disabilities caused by pollution. People are suffering from
unknown diseases as the effiuents have some lead content. The impact is
making it difficult to the link it to the factory’s effluents. The
ding that they do not want a factory that makes their
r and the fields.

gradual,
villagers are deman
Jiving impossible by polluting the air, the wate

stemmed from their experiences for
dhree decades. This reaction is not only rational and justified. It also ¢”
poses. the limitations of the industrial model of development that ignores the
e eat and environmental costs affecting the lives of large number of people
It is almost impossible o calculate such costs in quantitative terms and
ven it it s done, there is always confusion created by “experts” who
ould absolve the factory. They will say that it is difficult to correlate
the havocs and the effluents.

These reactions of villagers had

Ihe third group questions the basis of continuing the factory O
economic and ecological grounds. The WPSS has direct understanding
el aith those tribals who are driven fo a state of destitution by
the state’s policy, The factory has destroyed the natural resources like
bamboo and reed that used to provide employment 10 3 Very large
e ber ‘of people.. They ask “What is this economics that favours
3000 factory workers and takes away employment from a much lareof
aumber of people who depend on fo

rests 2 How is it that the Birlas do
ot have to pay taxes on bamboo but thetribal istaxed even for the quot®
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of 20 bamboos given on 2
permit 2 It is pathetic that no  politi
T t]
has attempted to organise these unorganised tribals. g

T %
- ye:res for;;ls |nh Kerala can provide raw materials only for the next
5 en the non-availability of resources will
to close down. So, if it has t S ende e
5 5 o close dov. In future, wh i
. : c , why not close it
ow so that at least some forest is protected for ecological functions ?

The macro-level ecological ir i y  visil
ol r s Ton kit s, s . £l
P e L
;‘,:/:ﬁ::diyh.ﬁ; durir I:Zmoor/:Tan-r.la/a.;:nkurm‘;[ﬁ;ifs;az
. he slog
Iollows =Wy 5 ot e clory o B e e A
S mc‘:{l’y v‘)3\[’]8&; we demand a total ban on bamboo

Even when the price of raw material was
raised, the state was to get Rs.9,000-
where the cost price was Rs. 19,000]-

While suggesting the closure of the factory, the WP: 5
the i
] ; o A SS has given an

1t suggests the establishment of i
s a series of cottage industri
::]a;)l:)e :Ase of bamboo WhIC!I will provide employment to far :ls(:“e:hto
2 E}'son;{ The :arket ;)rlce of bamboo is Rs. 1000/~ per ton arzd l;n
eucalyptus Rs. 600/- per ton. If the total i .
t f raw material
:::sk(c:w»qu_anmy consumed by the factory annually) is soldoirnz o
" rket, it will fetch Rs. 15 crores. This should be used to N
;:ﬂ(‘l;s];laccd lf;:ctmy workers. Besides, money has to be tak::"“:ie“s”[;
rom the Birlas. Already 30 e
the Bi per cent “of factory I:
‘e;::sseg ;hclr willingness to retire if proper compensatiyonabizurei;s b
happ.y - avlousl).', tl’w workers will be satisfied and Villagcrsgweiﬁ i:o
cause this will stop the pollution of air, water and the soil. i

If 70, :
through ug‘f.].‘l,:f-““’“ of cucalyptus is replaced by natural forests
it This'“'“’,‘;" ';‘e::gngl will help in future to restore the hydrolo-
gl cycle. T elp retain wate .
i e
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Out of the three reactions discussed here, the last two—from WPSS.
and from the villagers— present a_holistic._picture of the cffects of the
factory. Instead of looking only at 3000 workers and the factory, it looks
into the total impact of factory on nature and society.

However, the reaction of the first group (of politicians and
trade unions) represents a narrow perspective. For} :heim the suicide
committed by one worker is shocking whereas the tribals’ deaths due to
starvation and the death of 75 tribals after drinking ;_)ol]med Watcfi
which is a direct consequence of the factory, is not a shocking news. This
indifference stems from the common base of politicians and the organised
trade unions. In the present situation, the gains of ‘development’ arc
cornered by this group that represents the top 10 per cent of population
In order to maintain the status quo, and to maintain their life style, they
do not come out of their narrow perspective.

The alternative suggested by WPSS is the only way to_resolve. the
crisis of Mavoor factory. It is a programme for decentralisation : e
benefits will acerue to large number of people. Itis sus!axnablz o
will build natural resources. ~ But strangely, this_alternative approach has
1o backing even from voluntary organisations in Kerala

This shows the limitations of voluntary organisations in solving
environmental issues. They do mot have the capacity to tackle wider
Lssues But WPSS is a people’s movement that represents the bottom
Lo per cent of common people and the tribals who are victims of distorted
development policies.

This alternative to Mavoor factory is a step towards post-industrial
society; it emphasises a total change of lifestyle to help large number of
people, incorporating social justice and ecological harmony.

(Courtesy : N.F.S. India)

Liberation Theology
Bt vun icologys

Attack on the Use of Christianity
for Domination

—Ma Elena Ang

A group of Catholics and Protestants from seven countries has attacked
the use of Christianity to “oppress, exploit and kill people’. It warns that
right-wing Clristian groups are aiding in the domination of the Third World,
The emergence of _such protest movements and the strengthening. of
liberation theology' has the potential 4o build bridges between differens
religions and make these purer internally. — Ea,

CATHOLICS and Protestants from seven diffe:
presented a sharp attack on ‘Christian funda;
to world conflict.

rent nations have recently
mentalism’ for contributing

In a document called The Road To Damascus, signatories from
South Korea, Namibia, South Africa, EI Salvador, Nicaragua, Guatomala
and the Philippines lamented the use of Christianity to ‘oppress, exploit,
persecute and kill people.”

While deploring the situation of Christian divisios
called for unity and an affirmation of Christianity
and the oppressed in their countries,

n, the signatories
as the faith of the poor

The Road To Damascus : Kairos (Crisis) and Conye;
Product of a two-year effort involving hundreds of Christians and
 thousands of signatories. It was presented on 19 July at the Sto,
Cathedral of the Philippine Independent Church

rsion was the

Nino

Tracing the political and historical roots of present-day conflicts,
the document said ‘conquest and evangelisation, colonisation and the
building of churches advance together’. This eventually meant millions
‘Of people being killed, the elimination of indigenous peoples, and the
destruction of entire civilisations and cultures.

Today, while most Third World countries are no longer colonies,
the document continued, ‘we are still dominated by one or more imperial
Power—the United States, Japan and Western Europe’.

Their web of economic control, according to the document, includes
Aan unfair international trade system, multinational companies that
monopolise strategic sections of the economy, cconomic policies dictated
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by lending banks and governments together with the International o
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, and the use of technology as a
tool for domination. Tt added that the ‘staggering size of Third World
debt’ is but one ‘dramatic sign of (Third World) subordination to

b
hope. It said that while the world is faced with crises,

truth and decision is also a time for race, conversion and
n ision is al for g versio; h
s n

the moment of
ope.

Like Saul—who

persecuted the Jews & .
i ; e Jews and Christis 3
; ; i i

e s SOEon! TS coniericy 1ok I e
20815 For the sins which we puce gy <178 Individuals or Smfp’l‘s’st i

v ich we ourselves it 'scape-
the. st : commit, and ab o
expieuise of professing neutrality while peaple. g 1o, YPOCHSY in
ploited or killed, ple are being persecuted

imperialism’.

Imperialism’s tactic of divide and rule, the document added, has led
1o its seeking to unite ruling elites against the people and the establish-
ment of what is today called the national security state.

Colonial and imperial powers have reacted to a new historical
subject—an organised and ~conscious people—by devising  different
counter-insurgency programmes variously called low-intensity conflict
(LIC), low-intensity war, total war, total strategy or total security, said
the document.

The document referred to another document, the Santa Fe docu-
ment, as highlighting the tactic of ‘cultural war’ as part of this total war
strategy and which tries to discredit all ‘those who work for change by
calling them communists, while trying to present the government as
‘democratic, or promoting reformist alternatives or a third foree’.

(Courtesy : Thira w,
3 s orld Network
Features/Philippine News gng Feature).

Gandhiji, Cow Protection—
and the Muslims

The Indian Musli
e uslims, at one.time, thoug
Moshgrals, was in the inercst of jusice, lgz‘fiyc‘-h‘léh'
Khalif gnaund out that " the Turks themeceC noil
whish nd therefore, Khilafat movement cecL'
et interests us today is what Ganghay oy

oration of
el Later, the
Ives liad “rejected” the
@ folly. But the subject
v 1 said when some. Mus-
€0 Khilafat ap snny 1r0/25110% 55 the price for non-Muapeaicy 11
{2, Khilatat and e Muslim leaders  themse] aid spons
o y and full throatedly, Gandhiji Wl‘llcssc B
. "I contended that if i
basis, ey piended that if the Khilafat quest! i
i elieve it had, the Hiﬂd?ases“anr';":guifjus!‘oand e
Tl bocome them ho'f domard for tho redress of Khilarat Wrong. It aprhe
nection, or to

Christianity today, declared the document, is being used as a_tool
against the people and has seen the division of Christians caught on each
side of the political conflict over supporting the status quo or fighting for

change.
The group said it cannot remain neutral because ‘neutrality is an
indirect way of supporting the status quo’ o fighting for change.

It condemned as heretical all forms of right-wing Christianity.
Regarding heresy as a form of belief that selects some parts of the
Christian message and rejects other parts in such a way that those
doctrines which are selected for beliefs themselves become distorted, the
document characterised right-wing Christianity as supportive of the
“ideology of the national security state’, which insists upon blind
obedience to authority, submits to the yoke of slavery, and tends to
divide the body and soul, the material and spiritual, contrary to the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ.

em, if
w-slaughter out of regsra
from a sense of duty

19 50," | argued, i
arhat being gued, ‘the two qustio i

should be campime " Other. and” the. deliberaties s 22, discussed "in.
But in spive o 1o 2UeStion of the Khilafat enty.: ° COMference

No meaut In SPite of my warning. Maqly 3
a5 the countrymaner the Hindus help us of not e 3211 _Saheb said :
tibilities, to grve mine Hindus. out of regard for ol U55aImans ought,
e slaughter.” And at one time it oS SUSCeP:
a ime it almost looked

Such fanaticism, the document noted, is being vigorously advocated
Ve b
2 if they would reaily put an énd o i

in all countries through almost all Christian traditions such as Catholic,

Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, Evangelical and Pentecostal.
(Gandhiji’s Autobiogr,
Roris dsstiogsehy:

While condemning the idolatry, heresy, apostasy, hypocrisy and
blasphemy of right-wing Christianity, the document ended on a note of
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Deforested Hillsides Cause Water
Depletion in Panama Canal

By : Paul Simons

The Panama Canal is drying up as the hilsdes that flank i are being
stripped of forests. The article below would show the Solly of clearing
Jorests to settle farmers, the devastating. effects of building roads which
open ub previously. inaccessible forests, and the fallacy of industrigfiyn which
does not spare even watersheds from. increasing population Dressures. This
should be an object lesson for India's planners. . thy pursuers of western
model of development. —E. .

THE PANAMA Canal is one of the most important shipping lanes in the
world.  Each year, about 12000 vessels'pass through o qfer. way to and
from North America, the Far East, Europe and Seuth America. For
Panama, the waterway is its premier industry : canal tofl, bring in about
$330 million, Which represents some § per cent  of the country’s gross
national product. Yet the future of the canalis in jeopardy because,
during prolonged dry seasons, there s not enough water. . keep it filled.
Already, lack of water has closed the canal (o large ships on occasions,
The water shortage is one of the problems caused by deforestation of the

ing hills. The P: i and conservationists are
taking action to keep the waterway in' business, but he volatile politics
and depressed economy of the country are hindering some of these
measures.

When it was completed in 1914, the Panama Canal was the techno-
logical equivalent of putting a man on the Moon. The hills in the centre

An attempt to build a sea-leve] canal by cutting through the hills in the
1880s defeated the French entrepreneur, Ferdinand de Lesseps, who had
Previously masterminded the building of the Suez Canal.

In 1903 the Americans stepped in.  The chief engineer, John
Stephens, decided to raise the Waterway through the hills, ascending and
descending via a series of vast locks, leaving only a 15-kilometre stretch
through the Culebra Cut to be excavated. Stephens harnessed the geo-
graphy and climate of Panama o the canal’s advantage,

As each ship passes through the locks, almost 200 million litres of
water flow out to sea. The upper reaches of the canal need a constant
supply of water to replenish this loss. It was, and probably still is, a
folly to raise such quantities of water from the surrounding oceans. In-
stead, the entire canal runs on fresh water, supplied by the heavy rains
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that fall in the mountain ranges surrounding the canal. Water flows con-
stantly from the steep hills, and most of it collects in Gatun Lake which
Stephnes created by damming the River Chagres. Water drains from the
lake into the locks by gravity. In 1935, a second lake was created. The
Madden Lake provides an additional reserve of water for the canal and
also supplies water and hydroclectricity to Panama City and Colon.

Even the fact that the rain does not fall all year round did not
affect the canal. The forests that make up its watershed act like a sponge,
soaking up the heavy rain, and releasing it into the lake during periods of
drought. During the dry scason, from December to April, the water sup-
ply to Gatun Lake falis but there is still enough to replenish the canal.

All was well until the late 1970s when, for the first time, there was
a serious drop in the water level in the canal. The Panamanians faced
a dilemma. They could refill the canal by diverting water needed for the
populations of Panama_City and Colon: or they could close the canal to
large ships. Both water and hydroelectric power were already rationed
because of the lack of water in Madden Lake. The government was
forced to turn away ships with a deep drought and so lose income from
tolls. For the shipowners, it meant an extra three weeks of sailing around
Cape Horn. The same thing happened in the dry season of 1981 to 1982.

Dry seasons are often erratic, however, and the patterns of rainfall
in the 19705 and [980s are little different from those when the canal was
first built. So what has changed? The answer lies in the destruction of the
forest in the watershed during the past 30 years.

Tropical rainforests protect the soil : once the sponge affect of the
trees is removed, rain drains more rapidly down the steep slopes of the
watershed into the Gatun and Madden lakes. During a drought, there is
simply less water in the ground to flow into the lakes and the canal. The
problem is magnified because, with no tree roots to hold the friable soil in
place, heavy rains wash it down and silt up the lakes and canal. Silting in
Madden Lake is particularly bad

Sediment at the bottom has decreased the amount of water the lake
can hold by 5 per cent since 1935, and the rate of silting is increasing
Silting is not a new problem : the canal has always had to be dredged,
particularly along the Culebra Cut, which suffers from landslides because
of its steep sides. But soil washed down by erosion had added to an
already expensive operation and the capacities of the lakes and canal are
slowly shrinking.

Frank Robinson, an American engineer with the Panama Canal
Commission, was the first person to realise, in the 1970s, the implications
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of the loss of forests for the ca i
I nal. But it took a committee

t of i
;r::nt:::.sls. and engineers, headed by Stanley Heckadon from the l::::r:n-
pox?‘.c. linistry of Planning, to draw wider attention, particularly fro:1
a“,rltl;:s;elo lhefproblem. The committee’s report, publishéd in 1986

2 ars of research, examij iti i

e e madj'::: the condition of the canal and its

B 5‘(1)'[1)1; E;:tsanl farmers, campesinos, are cutting down between 3000
B ‘hatalrhes of forest within the watershed each year The report
Cate Ae w:lershed ADI‘ Madden Lake alone lost 800 hectares of
Wit : l that rate, it would shrink from 77 200 hectares in 1983

ectares by 2010, . :

“wner:"i\s disappcafmg forests reflect 2 deep-scated problem over the
i |3poofhmd in Panama, which has lost 70 per cent of its forests il:

i bcs}[’ef:r{s[;]?ﬂzma”‘:uinbcr of wealthy farmers have increasingly
! e 8 in the lowlands of Pana; i

campesinos with shortage of land on which Iheym:z;n el

also casily eroded (especially when it is pounded by
crops, after a few seasons, impoverissh the sofl.
the land and move on to fresh forest, and so the

cattle hooves) and

The campesinos abandon

slash-and-burn continues.
By 1947, there was such a

, shorta a

farmers that the government built 5 ou e

c he goy oad alongside the canal t
i;;r;:u:\{sly uninhabited forests. The road also opened up the co‘:l:!p:n ;‘p
dde: r:l development, especially in plastics, Ppharmeceuticals and o e ‘“f
e As a result, the population in the watershed grew by 6 por. 5
;;aﬁngx times as fas_r as the rest of the country. In 1950, Pthe:m .
Bad g;;pal:(;IY:"-g in the watershed; by 1985 the population’ had C]in:(lil:
), 1t is expected to reach 200 000 in the 1990 is wil
s.  Thi
::Z :oresff under even greater pressure, which is why Heckadon !:d“:‘" ‘:m
o gnco ‘The worst scenario s if we keep doing things the way we D;:zes
i C;egard to the freshwater system, forest and canal,” he explai s
o n't control the watershed of the Chagres, and derorcspm‘ns.
® ;::::i;nc?e&k:‘;ié the soil erosion and silting will dramatically red:l(::
of Madden Lake.” Without chan i
3 ge, he foresees i
;;rroa:?:eedcsholnaggslar Wwater during the dry seasons, cutting ::ri:’:ﬁz
anal and leaving the i ith
o € the city populations with water and electricity

(Courtesy : New Scientist)




Grain-bound Pesticides Cause
Liver Damage

THE FIRST results from animal expcrim:ntsvsuggesl l‘;xal the
idues of pesticides in stored grain can cause mild hvcrI én;a?:;
f[c: results mean that there is need to reassess the safety limir
> -
ici i i d grain.
sticide residues in stores i \ i
e Aladin Hassan, who is coordinating the study in [(l: countries, fl:o:
, investigati lear techniques in
in Vienna at a centre investigating nuclear )
rcs;“;“i:xl‘t’:xr\;x The United Nations’ Food and Agncultur:} O‘rgamzm(c;:
i) : i ic Energy Agency jointly run
the International Atomic "
b al‘;:ssan said : “The residue bound to grain has been }f:?u}x:da';z
cemr:‘stan(inlly absorbed by [laboratory] animal.s. The levels wi ::mﬁrm
e tly accepted as safe would have to be readjusted should we
curren .
i ts by further study. 2 : i )
SE e v
i i Most countries ha
i tect it from attack by insects. ; )
Pcs?xc‘gi;oap{:’sare" level of pesticide residues. Developing countries
de“;‘d:n guidelines drawn up by the FAO and the World Health Organiza-
rel
. Scientists monitor the grain at the end of the storage period to
hat it satisfies the “safe limits”. In ccnvcnllonal.t.ests. the grain
'ensumhlda with organic solvents that dissolve the pesticides and the
4 wa'safs they form when they break down. But they could ne_;;x cx:\r:c;
Chezm esticide that was originally sprayed on the graia. ei “\:
ail yespbelievcd that the missing portion either evaporated or became
alwa s
in some way to the grain. Sy
bmm%rhe rescarch in Vienna has tried to trace the “missing” pesticide.
searchers label the pesticide with car_l70n-l4, a radio-active 1sohmper
e ing the grain under normal conditions, they extract as much of
e e in
! : ; :
::Tl r;etecl radioactivity in the grain. Their findings suggest that the
ide is, i d to the grain.
icide is, in some way, boun ;
o Next, the researchers wanted to know Whelhe.r a:lmz'l]sdcou]d
: i ts and mice on grain that had pre-
these residues. They fed raf
ﬂ't‘sm‘lb been labelled with carbon-14, stored for several rl:ionths‘,i ?;ed
m‘fsi’ 4 to conventional techniques for removing the unboun plzs ci
s“bje“h measured the amount of radioactivity in the animals urine,
.frhen ;?expind air. Radioactivity in the urine is proof that the animal
facces an
ibsorbed the pesticide i
i The team has now begun to investigate whether the llmm;d /resld[u?:
i i t results show that the levels of certai
any biological effect. The firs u wit bl
;"avf znz:jvmu fall in amimals that eat grain containing bound residues.
o Source : New Scientist, 5 August, 1989.

Innovation of F: reaching Ci

Concentrating Sunlight Hundred
Times its Normal Level

—Jonathan Beard,
New York

that similar modules could soon be ready for commercial use,

The device has 12 Plastic lenses’ that concentrate sunlight to 100
times its normal level onto 12 silicon solar cells, Its peak efficiency is 20.3
per cent. “Industry should be able to duplicate most of the design features
very quickly”, says Eldon Boes, supervisor of Sandia’s Photovoltaic Tech-
nology Division. He CXpects 1o see concentrator modules with efficiencies
of between 19 and 20 per cent on the market in about three Years,

Boes says the team’s use of silicon cells is especially significant, “We
could have probably reached 20 per cent earlier using gallium-arsenide
cells, but the expense of that technology means it’s not as likely to be
cost-effective in the near future,”

The key economic Innovation s the relatively inexpensive lenses
that multiply the intensity of light from the Sun by several hundred times.
focusing it on 4 cell. Without these lenses, many more expensive cells
would have been necessary to obtain the same,

The low-resistivity silicon cell, which measures 17
was developed by Martin G
in Australia,

millimetres square
reen at the University of New South Wales

Another important feature of the generator is the prismatic cell
cover that bends sunlight away from the thin metal gridlines carrying the
current. This increases the amount. of light that strikes the silicon surface
and allows wider, more efficient gridlines to be used.

The researchers also found a way to solder the silicon cells directly
to the underlying copper contacts, which help to remove heat. This

voltaic concentrators haye between the two layers,
thermally five times as much as silicon

2 per cent. “It's a small contribution, but t this stage it is an cxperi-
mental process. We will be exploring more effoctive and ‘miors durable
coatings in the future,” said Elisabeth Richards, one of the developers.




DRI's “‘Bal Jagat” Project

Athawale Memorial Drawing Contest

Baburao Athawale Memorial Drawing Contest was organised by the
Deendayal Research Institute, Nagpur under its ‘BAL JAGAT® project, on
Aug 27 this year. The competitors were in the age-group of 5 to 14 years.

Last year the contest had drawn about 10,500 competitors. The con-
test was held at 68 centres. This year the idea was to draw 20, 000 contest-
ants at 125 centres. A circular to all schools was accordingly sent in July
and also posters were used for wide publication. The entry fee was very
nominal i.e. Re. I/- which included the cost of the drawing sheet to be
provided.

The Response

The respose surpassed the expectations. More than 26,000 school
children appeared at 152 centres of Nagpur, Kamathi, Kanhan, Koradi,
K Vaadi and C More than 500 prominent
workers for invigilation and other admi arrange-

‘ments.
Subjects of Drawings

The subjects of drawing or painting were also inspiring — ‘Bharat
Mahan’, “Nehruji’s Dream’, ‘Circus’, “Procession’. The ‘Shravan (Rainy
month), ‘The Battle,” Hockey’, ‘The Missile Agni'.

Evaluation and Selection

Judges were renowned art teachers like Sarva Shri Savarkar,
Dhananjay Verma, Shripat Chorghade, Gaekwad helped by Sarvashri
Prabhakar Dharpure, Shrilkar, Jagdish Suklikar, Shekhar Vatak, Avinash
Laghate, Kashikar, Meenakshi Damleni, Padma Poojari and others. This
resulted in the selection of 485 entries for various rewards in four groups.
A,B,C,D. The prizes ranged from Rs. 251/- to Rs. 12/~

Among these who were selected for prizes included :

Group A (Late Nirmalbai Puranik Memorial Prize) First — Vishal-
akhi Daine; Second — Sandip Paral; Third — Shilpi Sinha; Consolation
Prizes — Seema Murkute and Vaishali Mudhare.

Group B (Late Achchyut Hirde Memorial Award) First—Ashutosh
Rula; Second —Samir Nistane; Third—Firdeen Bhasi; Consolation Prizes—
Prayina Vishnu Khetkar and Ashish Junankar.

© cinema.

~ children,

Novemnber 1989
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3 (Siroup c (L‘a!e Alasaheb Bansod Memorial Award) First—Shwetangi

prizels Atcn‘r‘ld—Dmcsh Nagdeve, Third—V. Ravi Kumar; Consolation
S rchana Pasri and Suresh Thandare; Special Prize—Samir Rahi

eikh, Samir Shende, and Abhishek Verma. el

Awa,gr;;:‘,ilgpr(;:?;ﬁ Zl';ln cl;risgna Rajeshwar Deshmukh Memorial
4 t Tl Chandorkar; Second—Sudersh;

T e d : - lershan Bodhankar;

Vi iradkar, ‘Consolation Prize Shailesh Pawar and Sunil

Special Prizes were also awarded tb deaf and d
t‘:;ligpendom?etitoxs. .C,PA and Berar High Schaolu,m;::id :\::;rha::;
Orci:n ;il:dlr F(oradl were awarded e hies for sending highest number
o pe 4 ors in the urban and the ' rural areas respectively Manavat:
idyalaya was awarded the running Promoters’ trophy. b

Prize Distribution

The Prize Distribution Ceremon:
i y was held on Oct -
Wwate Rang Mandir. The Chief Guest was the noted cim:-obcr S

present in the assembly were Mr. P.R. Mundlo, M :
. PR. w 3 1
Mr. Ram Shewalkar, Mrs. Usha Shirolkar and omcrs,sumahba' S

Amol Palekar’s Speech

“An artist is as vital a person i
n society as a doctor or an engi
and, as such, deserves to be treated with respect. It is high time t}:;gtmeer
changed our way of looking at artists” said the renawney o
film actor Palekar in his speech, Rii
“Every parent wants his son or d:

: laughter to become a_ doctor
ensincer but 1o one would want his child to take up art as a cagoer, Ry
society looks upon an artist with indifference and hint of contoms e o
Palekar lamented. i

Speaking about the arts, at least in India, we are enchanted by the

“It is time we change our po; rfs. Even
point of view, regarding the a
s 5
Parents must alter their fixed attitudes regarding the careers of their
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“Our way of looking at life will definitely undergo a radical change
if we get over our indifference towards the arts.”

Mr. Jairaj Pathak, in his speech, lauded the efforts of the Institute
in promoting artistic inclinations in children.

Nanaji's letter addressing the president, the chief guest, the organisers
and the audience and felicitating them all for conducting this contest to
a glorious success was read. The letter traced the history of the Institute’s
efforts for inculcating noble faculties amongst children ~through ‘BAL-
JAGAT’ project and hoped that with the active participation of all this
aspect of national regeneration will develop to magnificent heights.

The function was conducted by Mrunal Puranik, Smt. Sumatibai
Suklikar welcomed the guests, Shri Prabhakar Mundle garlanded them
and Mr. Chandrakant Channe proposed the vote of thanks at the end.

The intimation of the contest, the contest itself and the prize-award-
ing ceremony were very well covered and reported by all important
English, Marathi and Hindi Papers. Thousands of enlightened citizens,
including guardians of the participants of the the contest attended the
function and appreciated the efforts of the Deendayal Research Institute
A great centre of applause was the Hadas High School Student Prasanna
Chaforkar, who was the first Prize-winner last year and subsequently was
the proud recipient of the Central Government “‘Guru Shishya scholar-
ship” of Rs. 20,000. He was a living embodiment of the greatness of Art
as & career as sponsored by the Bal Jagat project of Deendayal Research
Institute, Nagpur and so emphatically advocated by the great promoter
of Art, Amol Palekar.

Deendayal Research Institute
invites you to become a

Life Member
of
DRI
on payment of Rs. 1,000 only
7-E, Swami Ramtirath Nagar,

Rani Jhansi Road,
NEW DELHI-55
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