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The course of evolution has generally been downwards.
The majority of species have degenerated or become extinct
or what is perhaps worse, have gradually lost many of their
functions. The ancestors of oysteis and barnaches had heads.
Snakes have lost their limbs and penguins their power of flight,
Man may just as easily lose his intelligence.... [f, as appeais
to be the case at present in Europe and North America,
the less iutelligent of our species continue to breed more
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rapidly than the able, we shall probably go the way of dodo
and the kiwi....... [t seems to me altogether probable, .. says
T. B+ 3. Haldare inanother place ‘that man will take his course
unless he takes conscicus control of his evolution within the
next few thousand ycars’. All that need be said by way of
comment is that ‘hundreds’ would be more appropriate than
‘thousands’.
—Evolution. Edited by R. G, DeReer,
1938, P, 125
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