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PREFACE

Shri Purandaradasa
and

the Central Teachings of Haridasa literature

by
Prof. K. T. PANDURANG! m. a.

VIDWAN, SIROMANI

B o

The learned writer of the Preface to the first
volume has given us a historical and critical exposition
of Bhigavatadharma and has pointed out the special
contributions of Sri Madhvacharya for the enrichment
of Bhagavatadharma.

The Haridasa literature 1s essentially a literature
of Bhagavatadharma embodying the tenets and theology
of Dvaita Vedanta propounded by Sr1 Madhvachirya.
However its appeal is universal because of its ethical
and devotional content, and its penetiating criticism of
human nature and life. The theistic and mystic touches
of these songs have raised these to the stature of
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spiritual literature while the music of these has made
them the charming expressions of devotional sentiments.

A study of the central teachings of Haridasa
literature, naturally, has to take into account all these
aspects.

The central teaching of Bhigavatadharma has
been the realisation of the supreme nature of God.

m@aﬂo &0 B3, EmPTYIOEO |
03o312,003w¢ ERMsSZ0 &ziod

(3-4-13)

This is emodied in the whole range of Haridasa
literature, prticularly in the songs of Sr1 Purandaradasa
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These and numerous similar couplets give us
TORRPFeB,08, as the central theme of Haridasa
literature.

The theme of OWIJPFEZDZ, is as old as
Rgveda,

1 Qdln eaddrgo Decdmres 308839 (R V.I 154)
2 DomR,e dRA ¢ Romddo PeR@  (R.V.IL 156)
3 ik s Tde BSWoe w0, W33 (R V.L 154)
4 oNFF SeamomamhaEes d : IoHs
(Ait. Br.I. 1)
5 BN us D) 2 Ve[ 86k 3
(Satapatha XIV. 1)
6 3o° ORn, o [N BIF® (Katha Up)
7 Rete Om0383e 25955 Foowde aT3e S5 |
&TdR0Be 28 [ogs,e B8 QY AVFY, NeoRd3 |
(=8003)

This traditional glory of &), as supreme lord is
sung by the Haridasas with the back-ground of the
stories and legends drawn from the Vedic and Puranic
literature.  Their fervent prayer to lord Visnu as



Supreme God is no doubt
religion but what 1s of unirsal imporatance is their
concept of a perfect supreme God which 1s broght out

v

1 these songs.
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These descriptions of the supreme lord will leave no
doubt in our minds that they have drawn their material
from the Vedic hymns and Upanisads, and are giving
us the same concept of Supreme God that was revealed
to the Upanisadic seers. We may notice a few sources
in this connection.
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The two aspects i.e. TRESTREFE, and BRERBRF I3,
are repeatedly stressed while the glory of 3,89, , 8.,
88,73, etc are graphically presented. We shall notice the
special signifieance of the expression like SMOFE?, ATIET
etc. used in these songs later

For the realisation of the Supteme nature of God
the twin doctrines of %8, and 998, are advocated in
Bhagavatadharma. ' %R 3-35@-Fuen e, Esy  ded
Bddee S, FYUowd NHOLROW * has been the appeal of
Haridasa Iiterature also-

The word %%, 1s found ;n Svetasvatara Upanisat.
However, the concept of %%, itself is much older.
Love of God 1s passionately advocated in %),B0e0,¥
5. 2and 4 5.
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This love of God, as is clear from the last line of
the ),®BBRE passage qouted above (¥, &Wo e
83,8 ;¢ etc.» is not a mere sentimentalism or emotional
outburst. It is love with an awareness of the Supreme
natuie of God.

ﬁnasaﬁésmwsmaimg, AT, B R 3eesHTs |
A eBwe 48,08 Feg,s Bo3 33208, 230R, 50 Il

(. 2. D. 1. 86)

[33eB8,8 PEIFR  DURPFT0OTIIHE,BOD, Larioees,
2w, ATPRFB AT, B, 0080 RR0F, W, YR, esT0BmmRSRes
03003 AT, e, &80 8 AT0IT &,eBT,TITe (99,.X0.)

Bhakt: is defined here as intense and continuous
love of God with an awareness of his infinite and
auspicious attributes, which 1s infinitely more than the
love we have for our self, body. relatives and all other
belongings.
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In these words the Haridasas proclaim their deep
attachment to God, This depth of therr attachment
is because of the comprehension of the Supreme nature
of God. SRPWYS Y S W FPPID, they ask. The
very concept of Bhakti 1s such that it contains an
eiement of Jndna 1n it.

5, 3R, WE.QINBYTT 138,053 FRDSe0dr e |
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%28 and W8, are the two aspects of the path
way to God-realisation. These two are not mutually
exclusive. Jnana is a co-relative of Bhakti while Bhakti
is a form of Jn&na. There can be no devotion without
a firm and adequate knowledge of the object of devo-
tion, nor any pursuit of knowledge without the urge
of love.

DT 253 To BBwee g, Bodwe 3,0 DD B3 3F |

(he. 2. IX 31)

This close relation of Bhakti and Jnana becomes more
clear if we understand the stages in Bhakti viz %%..
B, and TOTEE,.
B2, , W Ro Bdwee s Bdwe T4 R.38 W |
33w Bd,3,30 98,2 AT 79,3° RoDSwede
(B @W,.)
The last stage of Bhakti is a stage of devotion
when the devotee is released from sams3ra. This
interpenetrative nature of Bhakti and Jnana has a
metaphysical basis. The Supreme Lord and the souls
are in the relation of oW and ,8Wow. The souls
as T30 are entirely dependent upon VoW the

Supreme Lord in respect of A0wd, & and
3,8, and are WoURE 3,

920350 03050 TPYoRT3 e FSopedd ¥ 3 ,3,3¢ |
DToea3 Fos WAF 20,590,098 WOBRI,I: I
(V. =9;.)
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Just as a shadow rcsembles its original and is
dependent upon it for its existence, the souls have an
affinity with the supreme lord and are dependent upon
him in their essential characteristics of reality, con-
sciousness and bliss. This intrinisic spiritual relation
of God and souls is obscured during the state of
samsira. %23 the comprehension of the supreme
nature of God enables the soul to discover its depen-
dence upon him and %8, the intense love reveals
the affinity or 8,3, with him. (%&0 O T
3T°B,B,0 ADRNVB®/B . AR ¥W. 3-2-19).
Thus the ®8WoWS, nature of the soul consisting
of 1its dependence upon and affinity to Gol is dis-
covered by Bhaktr and Jn2na, the two inter-penetrating
pathways of God-realisation. Then comes the grace of
God. Just as Bhakti 1s an attachment of Pratibimba,
the soul towards God, grace or %73 15 an apprecia-
tion of God the Bimba of such an attachment. Ulti-
mately it is the grace of God which releases the soul
from samsira (33%¢ & OF; WOPDTOIFAIP ), Bw.
3-2-5). The Haridasas have fully realised this impor-
tance of God’s grace and crave for it in their songs.
This craving for God’s grace 1s known as ©8Fyaal jp
the devotional Iiterature

0 0% INRTTI, S Gond |
WRNT0TE AN, WONTNEIE 1l
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The entire Haridasa literatuae 1s a moving illustra-
tion of the Upanisadic truth ' 03Eead® &5 008 I
O, BA, |/ wE, 9@ 0de 33wo W W (38).
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This exalted concept of Bhakti leading to ¥nz=*-
®%8 makes the Haridasa literature free from the
erotic representations of Bhakti asin the Bhakti litera-
ture of No:th India. This has also ruled out the so
called representations of Bhakti on the basis B9,
8,03, o, @R etc. No emotion that is contrary
to the realisation of the supreme nature of God can
contaminate Bhakti here. No thought that will detract
the greatness of God 1s allowed to enter into the mind
of a Bhakta.

2Reedierd e ANOFEIB BOTPESFNRETD B |
TR, BB, TWI,caw0 zﬁezﬁﬁ_,csns AR
TENPFBOTORFA 303,8,85 eR OF 3 1
B3°R,BREIR; DOTD 8 T 07 DIegDOD Fazos |
DB, DF e 033 98,8 WO 438,08 Y3 |

(. . . I 113-115)

The thoughts such as the identity between the
soul and God, the concept of God without attributes
or with only a few attributes, equality with God or
there being something higher than God, the thought of
distinction among the various forms and imcarnations
of God, dislike for his devotees, and the light talk
about scripture are repugnant to the healthy growth of
Bhakti and should be avoided.

Of the twin doctrines of Bhakti and Virakti of
Bhagavatadharma, one is apt to think that Bhakti is
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positive while Viraktie is negative. However, this is
not the full and correct understanding of the concept
of Virakti in Bhagavatadharma. Meré withdrawmg
of sense from worldly objects does not constitute
Virakti. O®E® OVTSFede D0ITIT, edosSs | TR, Fo
(%W.Ne.2.59). By the non—enjoyment of objects
merely, the objects are kept away but the interest
will contimue. An aspiration not only to rise
above the senses but to utilse them for a higher and

nobler purpose should be the basis of Virakti, S3®es-

&8, o Bw,, dB37Se (. Ne, 2-59) The interest
in worldly object should be remodelled by developing
Interest in God. All our interest in worldly things

should be viewed as arising out of our interest in God.

TRE000) Toe AR, 3, L3 TS, 0Tt |
103037, 0TI BT 2,030 RS B3 IeR T[T 8,038 |
(&, @, )

Our life, body, relatlves and all other belongings
are dear to us because these belong to God who 1s
dearest to us. This synthetic concept of Virakti 1s very
well brought out in a number of songs.

0 ROy B0Ae30SN), |
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This attitude will change the very significance of
Iife- The conventional sense of Virakti i.e- dis-regard
for life no longer holds good [PIDHI, WRB B> | A3 |
T BREO We@ Bovd T RP0ol SaRededd | Ay, wAdReB
will be the attitude now. The spint of BOWFR e
RN WReDReT 330 A8 is very well adocated in
all these songs. No doubt the Haridasas also sing the
miseries of life profusely. ' 53¢ shRonsh-8s XoF0-83,8

widotensd * they declare.

eZonoesy tod Sodown |
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This listing of worries is only to hasten to add that
WRATE03, B,eTCoRT HTOR | VITS edoBode v TR, Il
They sing with a richness of experience both the
comfortable and miserable sides of life only to show
that one can transcend both these by developing a
spirit of dedication to God of one’s entire being and
activity. Thus, Virakti is not merely rising above the
senses but utilising of them for higher and nobler
purpose 1.¢€. service of God.
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This diversion of our senses from the sensuous
obejects to God takes us to the question of moral
improvement. Moral improvement is a necessary
preliminary and and incentive for spiritual attamments.
The Upanisags have stressed this repeatedly

0 A3 FBwrod B s (818)
S 2%, e BIs sderd Do, (B )

& STnee BB 0T ToBodwe TORDIEI:
TOTICBBRSARE T 253, e STNTF, 080 (86)

@ 93030 o8 m,0,00 Tywe B ete.  (3,3,0009)
B og 03,3 DOSHRBFRBILR N3,eBEINS

0 R, BiWe:
The Haridasa literature gives great importance to
the moral improvement of man. They particularly cal]
into question those who for all appearance adopt a
rehigious way of life but are only content with the
ntualistic side of 1t and totally neglect the moral aspect.
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Some times, they pass a piercing remark on the
empty pride of caste to point out that it is not merely
the birth in a caste that makes a man noble or ignoble
but his moral and spirtival efforts that give him a

stature.
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Thus with the equipment of ¥33, %3, BTN,
and ®0oweS Haridasas advocate the realisation of the
supreme nature of God as goal and an active, disci-
plined and ennobling Iife in dedication to God as
means. For the realisation of both their goal and means
they appeal for the grace of God.

Their teachings are not mererly intellectual or
poetic. Some of the songs indicate the great moments
of mystic experience in their Ilife.
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The heart, the eye and sun (not in the modern
physiological classification but in their yogic locations)
have been mentioned as the centres of mystic experi-
ence in the mystic literature.

0. &0, 00es 398,800 B3 To,0&30 @00RI
3. 03 HRweso3TFd FooRwe T 38,3
2. 03w 33T ABO MOTOIEIE

These and similar other Upanisadic passages give
the clue for these statements.

The Mystic absorption is beautifully summed up
in the Bhagavata.

TN a3 o0 B3¢ 0308, W, |
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Such absorptions are revealed in the songs S,
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HRONZ ST Bowy, 2ROWB,  and TOTTB, BJOWRD),
BIRHWOLTI 1...2803,806a8 23073,¥00803 wIBHPTYS |

In understanding the implications of the mystic
experiences embodied in these songs, sometimcs, the
doctrinair questions of the nature of God, whether
God is A™D or IMFE, and FIED or TED
are introduced. Great philosophers have been at
variance in this respect and perhaps such differences
will continue in the speculative field Butwhat 1s
important here is that mere use of one o1 other term is
not sfficient ground to classify Haridasa either as
AMNEIIDDT  or AMIFRTIOIFT  gpnd FIFICTRIRNY  or
N0ECRN, By finding the use of both the terms
in different songs of the same Haridasasto draw a
scheme of spiritual development in him first as AMced
WO and at a later stage as IRFEWONT is still
worse. The terms RM9. JNOFED, H3WIT, J0TIT etc,
are time-honoured words used in philosophical discus-
sions by all schools of philosophy in their own way.
In the Dvaita School of V&danta to which the Harid&sas
are wedded, God 1s described as ¥TOFD in the sense of
3rors08e8 and as DOEIT jn the sense of T8, IReRTE&S
(BE,0 JTBFedes IRE,[o:)EF  FBW  CwemBI®
W=, B. S. B. Ill, 2, 14). Therefore, no doctri-
nair compromises or chaos be 1ead into these mystic
utterances of Haridasas. Their belonging to a parti-
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cular school of philosophy and religion in no way
reduces the universal appeal of their songs. Passionate
advocating of theism, strong appeal for moral improve-
ment, searching criticism of social evils and the
universal doctrine of a supreme lord do have a
universal appeal, All great thinkers in this country did
belong to some or other sect or religion and have set
the tenets of the respective sect or religions in their
works. But the umniversal elements in their works
have always been respected by all without any
interpretational jugglery of universalism even in the
theological or doctrinair part of their works. This
happy tradition of particular tenets for the farthful and
the universal elements for all may be continued instead
of either setting aside or reading some kind of univer-
salism in the theological and doctrinair songs of
Haridasas.

With this view, the following songs wheremn Dvaita
theology and philosophical doctrines are set out may
be noticed here.
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The central teachings of Haridasas Viz realisation
of the Supreme nature of God, love of God with an
awareness of his Supreme nature, detachment from the
worldly things resulting i1n the intensification of the
attachment to God, moral improvement, and an opti-
mistic active and ennobling life 1n dedication to God
are all the essentials of Bhagavatadharma which are
beautifully summed up in Bhagavadgitd the perrennial
source of Bhakti doctrine and Bhagavatadharma

RzFERFE, T RT3 3W0s sS:cSaaf,s AW [y |
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0450141: this book . . . .

The second of the series of six volumes of
the compositions of Shri Purandaradas is
published on the sacred occasion of the Four
Hundredth Aradhana of the great and popular
poet-saint.

The book is entitled * ARTA BHAVA’?
(¥3rge=) ‘Intense yearning for the Supreme
Soul’ and is divided into six sections. Each
section traces through the songs grouped under
it the gradual development and evolution of
a devotee’s outlook on life, his trials and
travails and his ultimate emancipation
from these, leading to the Higher State,
through mental evolution, of * BHAKTI AND
JNANA > (%% 3, =38 Devotion and
True knowledge) to the ultimate goal of
‘SAKSHATKAR AND MOKSHA ? ( x3v3,23,8
202, dneE~ God-realization and Eternal Bliss).

Usual notes, explanation of Upanishadic,
Pauranic and Historical references and Indice
are given,

A Preface by Vidvan Shiromani ShriK, T,
Pandurangi, M, A. dealing with main and
central theme of Haridasa literature and an
introduction by the Editors are also added.

All Karnatak Purandardasa’s Fourth Centenary
Celebration €Committee, Dharwar.



