1. SPEECH AT WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING, WARDHA
July 6, 1937

It is stated that at the outset Mahatmaji referred to the misgivings entertained
by a not inconsiderable section of the Congressmen that his other Press statements
issued prior to that in connection with the constitutional deadlock had, in effect,
tended to whittle down the stand so far taken by the Congress. By a thorough analysis
of his several statements Mahatmaji was able to satisfy the members of the
Committee that they were simply meant to clarify the Congress position, which was
being constantly misunderstood and misinterpreted by high officials here and in
England.

Mahatmaji then explained to the Committee the alternative course of action
open to them in the circumstances confronting the Congress at present. It is
understood Gandhiji made no secret of the fact that he had not found in Lord
Linlithgow's message' the assurance which he had in mind when he inserted the
assurance clause” in the A.1.C.C. resolution at Delhi. With the Governor's special
powers of interference thus left intact, Gandhiji apprehended that frictions were very
likely to occur, sooner rather than later, as it would prove difficult to prevent the
overlapping of the sphere of the Governor's special powers and the normal field of
activities of Ministers. Accordingly, the fear was expressed that, despite the wishes
sincerely expressed by Lord Zetland and Lord Linlithgow, the new Constitution might
not in actual practice be worked for long by the Congress Ministers in furtherance of
the Congress objective.

Without committing himself to any definite opinion Mahatmaji is stated to
have admitted that there was some force in the argument of those who maintained that
the Congress should utilize the office of ministershipsin the six majority Provinces
with a view to generating strength in the masses of the country so that, when the
final breakdown of the Constitution came—as it was bound to come-this newly
developed mass strength and enthusiasm may be harnessed to good account, should
the Congress find it necessary to launch upon any mass movement in the future.

In conclusion, Gandhiji is reported to have expressed himself as being in
complete agreement with Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru's opinion that there must be no
lowering of the Congress flag whether the Congress representatives are in office or
out of it.

The Hindu, 7-7-1937

'Vide *Viceroy's speech”, 21-6-1937
2 \iide “Extract from A.l.C.C. Resolution”,16-3-1937
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2. CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION®

WARDHA,

July 7. 1937

The All-India Congress Committee, at its meeting held in Delhi

on March 18 1937, passed a resolution affirming the basic Congress
policy in regard to the new constitution and laying down the
programme to be followed inside and outside the Legislatures by
Congress members of such Legislatures. It further directed that in
pursuance of that policy permission should be given for congressmen
to accept office in provinces where the Congress commanded a
majority in the Legislature, and the leader of the Congress Party was
satisfied and could state publicly that the Governor would not use his
special powers of interference or set aside the advice of Ministersin
regard to their constitutional activities. In accordance with these
directions, the leaders of Congress party who were invited by
Governors to form ministries, asked for the necessary assurances.
These not having been given, the leaders expressed their inability to
undertake the formation of Ministries. But since the meeting of the
Working Committee on April 28 last, Lord Zetland, Lord Stanley and
Viceroy have made declarations® on this issue on behalf of the British
Government. The Working Committee has carefully considered these
declarations and is of opinion that though they exhibit a desire to
make an approach to the Congress demand they fall short of the
assurances demanded in terms of the A.1.C.C. resolution as interpreted
by the Working Committee resolution* of April 28. Again the
Working Committee is unable to subscribe to the doctrine or
partnership propounded in some ot the aforesaid declarations. The
proper description of the existing relationship between the British
Government and the people of Indiais that of the exploiter and the
exploited, and hence they have a different outlook upon amost
everything of vital importance. The Committee feels however that the
situation created as the result of the circumstances and events that have

! This was drafted by Gandhiji. The date-line is reproduced from The Hitavada,
9-7-1937.

2 Actually on March 16; vide* Extract from A.l.C.C. Resolution”,16-3-1937

® For Lord Zetland's and the Viceroy's speeches, vide “Viceroy's speech”,
21-6-1937

4 Passed at Allahabad; vide footnote 1, “Interview to Associated Press of
India’, 6-5-1937
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since occured, warrants the belief that it will not be easy for the
Governors to use their special powers. The Committee has moreover
considered the views of Congress members of the Legislatures and of
Congressmen generally.

The Committee has therefore come to the conclusion and
resolves that Congressmen be permitted to accept office where they
may be invited thereto. But it desires to make it clear that officeisto
be accepted and utilized for the purpose of working in accordance
with lines laid down in the Congress election manifesto and to further
in every possible way the Congress policy of combating the new Act
on the one hand and of prosecuting the constructive programme on
the other.

The Working Committee is confident that it has the support and
backing of the A.1.C.C. in this decision and that this resolutionisin
furtherance of the general policy laid down by the Congress and the
A.l1.C.C. The Committee would have welcomed the opportunity of
taking the direction of the A.l1.C.C. in this matter but it is of opinion
that delay in taking a decision at this stage would be injurious to the
country's interests and would create confusion in the public mind at a
time when prompt and decisive action is necessary.

Congress Bulletin No. 5, July 1937. Also Home Department, Political
Branch, File No. 4/15/37. Courtesy: National Archives of India

3. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

WARDHAGANJ,
July 7, 1937
RAXKUMARI AMRIT KAUR
SIMLA,
YES! LOVE.
BAPU

From the original: C.W. 3794. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6950

! The addressee has noted on the telegram: "Yes-acceptance of office by
Congress".
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4. SPEECH AT RASHTRABHASHA ADHYAPAN MANDIR,
WARDHA!

July 7, 1937

Rajendra Babu has lightened my task by saying that the
pracharaks should be men of character. It goes without saying that
those who have not the literary qualifications would not do, but it is
necessary to bear in mind that even literary qualifications would be of
no use where the essential qualification of character was wanting.

They will have to master the Hindi language as defined by
Indore Sahitya Sammelan, i.e., the language spoken by the Hindus
and Mussalmans of North India and written in Devanagari or Persian
script. Mastery of this language will mean mastery not only of the
easy Hindi-Hindustani spoken by the masses but also of the high
flown Hindi full of Sanskrit words and the high-flown Urdu full of
Persian and Arabic words. Without a knowledge of these, mastery of
the language would be incomplete even as one could not claim to be
master of the English language without a knowledge of the English of
Chaucer, Swift and Johnson, or mastery of the Sanskrit language
without a knowledge of the Sanskrit of Valmiki and Kalidas.

But | should be prepared to put up with their ignorance of
Devanagari or Persian scripts, or ignorance of Hindi grammar, but |
should not tolerate for a moment lack of character. We do not need
such men here and, if there is anyone among the candidates who is
not likely to stand the test, let him leave betimes. The work they are
called to is no easy thing. There is a strong body of English-knowing
people who say that English alone can be the lingua franca of India.
There are the pundits of Benares and Allahabad and the alims of
Delhi and Lucknow who want a Sanskritized Hindi and Persianized
Urdu. The third group we have to contend against is that which has
raised the cry of ‘provincial languages in danger’.

Mere learning cannot successfully grapple with these forces. It is
the work not of learned men, but of fakirs-men of incorruptible
character and with no axe to grind. If you are found wanting in this
respect and the people amongst whom you are working were to lay

! The speech is extracted from "Weekly Letter" by Mahadev Desai, who had
reported its "verbatim" translation. The date-line is reproduced from The Hindu
8-7-1937.
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rough hands on you, | should not blame them. They are not pledged
to ahimsa.

Nor is money going to help us much. You know, | agreed to
preside over the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan at Indore in 1935 on
condition that the Reception Committee should collect Rs. 1,00,000
for Hindi prachar in South Indiain particular and other non-Hindi
Provincesin general. | was loath to accept the invitation, but Jamnalalji
stood surety for the Reception Committee. The Committee failed to
collect the amount, in fact it collected then practically nothing at all.
But in the year following about Rs. 22,000 were collected. Jamnalalji
has now contributed Rs. 25,000 from his own pocket, and he has
secured a promise of Rs. 75,000 from the charities of the late
Kamalapatji of Kanpur. There is thus no lack of money. But what can
money do? Wardha was just a cotton centre with a few ginning
factories. It is Jamnalalji’s ambiton to turn it into a cultural centre and
a centre of national activities. He has, therefore, helped in bringing
into being Mahila Ashram, a high school, Hindi Prachar Samiti, the
present training school, the weaving school, the Village Workers
Training School, atannery and so on. But more than these institutions,
more than money, we want character. That is what | have come this
morning to ask you to contribute to this work.

Harijan, 17-7-1937

5. INTERVIEW TO “ THE HINDU” *

July 8, 1937

GANDHIJI: Y ou have come to waylay me, you highway man!

CORRESPONDENT: Are you giving any message to the Congress on the morrow
of the inauguration of the new policy of trying office?

G. The Congress Working Committee’s resolution is
comprehensive. It contains the message and programme to be
followed by the Congressmen and the country.

Asked how he, the author of the demand for assurance, reconciled the stand
taken in Delhi with the decision reached yesterday, Gandhiji again said:

The resolution has dealt with it. | have nothing to add to it.

! The correspondent had reported that he met Gandhiji “early in the morning,
at 5.30, half way down from Segaon to Wardha.”
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When | drew his attention to the fact that he was completing his year of
seclusion in the village, Gandhiji said:

Segaon has an irresistible attraction for me and | feel inclined to
stay there indefinitely.

| referred to the European situation, the armament race and the war menace and
asked whether he, the apostle of non-violence, would not come out of his retirement
in the village and spread the message of non-violence over the world and thus do a
service to humanity.

It is all so soothing to hear but | am not big enough for that
task. You are taking me beyond my depth.

The rest of the walk was devoted to talk about fast walking. Gandhiji remarked
on the ease and facility with which the everage villagers covered the long distances in
fair weather or foul.

The Hindu, 8-7-1937

6. MEANING OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL OATH

Shri Kishorelal Mashruwala writes:

| am afraid that Gandhiji's position' with regard to the
constitutional oath has not been properly understood. of course, one ought
not to make a distinction between alegal oath and a moral oath. But there
can be a distinction between alegal oath and a religious oath. By the latter,
Gandhiji appears to mean an oath taken in the name of God and framed by
[the taker] himself or by his religious teachers or scriptures. If it is framed
by himself, he knows the exact implications of that oath, and he is bound
by his own interpretation of it only, and not of anyone else. Whether he has
fulfilled it or not is a question between himself and his conscience or God. If
it has been framed by his religious teachers or scriptures, he is expected to
have accepted their interpretation of itsimplications and is fully discharged
if they exonerate him. If a person who does not accept those teachers or
scriptures avers on a mere reading of the language of the oath that the oath
has been broken, his opinion does not count.

A legal oath is one which is framed not by himself but by the
Legislature to which heis, de facto, subject. The exact implication of that
oath is no more than what the Legislature has decided to give it. In case of
doubt as to its exact meaning, the proper authorities to adjudicate upon the
meaning are the Legislature itself, the Court of Law having jurisdiction in

Vide “Are There Different Oaths’,26-6-1937
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the matter, and subject to appeal to them eminent lawyers. A person who
perfectly fulfils the oath in the light of such interpretation is discharged not
only legally but also morally.

A good deal of confusion seems to have arisen by importing into
the oath of allegiance implications assigned to it not by the framers or their
authorized interpreters but by the layman. Perhaps the layman's
interpretation is not without its history. Nevertheless it cannot be accepted
as authoritative. The layman's meaning of the oath of allegiance appears to
be an attitude of devotional attachment to the person of the King to such a
high pitch that the pledger would be willing to die for him. He seems also to
hold that the oath once taken becomes binding upon him for life. According
to eminent constitutional lawyers, | am given to understand, both these
assumptions are wrong. According to them the oath simply means that as
long as the pledger is subject to the oath (i.e., is amember of the institution
which has framed the oath), he shall not rise in arms against the King, or be
a party to his death, except through constitutional process. Through
constitutional process, even that is allowable. Through constitutional
process, it is open to the proper Legislagure to amend or repeal the oath
altogether; it is possible to dethrone the King and even to order his
execution. But if the Legislature does not agree to it, no legislator who has
taken the oath can resort to violence against the King, except after ceasing
to be amember of that body.

A person pledged to Truth and Non-violence (as a member of the
Gandhi Seva Sangh) is assumed not to harbour any violent intention to the
King under any circumstances. There is, therefore, no moral difficulty in his
case to take the oath of allegiance as interpreted above. There is nothing to
prevent him from aiming at complete independence, if he means to achieve it—
as long as he is in the Legislature-through constitutional means and, in case
he means to resort to other means, to do so after resigning his seat. His oath is
not intended to bind him to it when he ceases to be a member. There is nothing
again, according to lawyers, requiring a member not to harbour intentions of
bringing about a constitutional revolution, even violent, if the Legislature
will agree. These means are not open to the members of the Sangh, not
because they are members of the Legislature but because of their membership
of the Sangh. Thus there is no conflict between the legal and the moral aspect

as assumed.
| heartily endorse this presentation of my meaning of the
distinction drawn by me between legal and religious oaths. But a
friend who saw the foregoing note is not yet satisfied. He says,
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whatever be the meaning the authors of an oath may give to it, the
taker of it should be the final judge of its meaning, and must therefore
be at liberty to take or not to take the oath. Whilst heis at liberty to do
what he likes, the arbitrary meaning he may give contrary to the
meaning given to it by its very author will be held utterly indefensible.

Harijan, 10-7-1937

7. INSTRUCTIVE FIGURES

In the course of a conversation with Dr. Syed Mahmud |
happened to mention that the All-India Spinners’ Association had on
its register alarge number of Muslim spinners, weavers and carders. |
was speaking from a general knowledge of the working of the
Association. This was a few months ago. But as there never was any
intention to keep a communal register or even to find out the caste or
religion of those engaged in the different processes regarding
manufacutre of khadi, figures took some time to prepare. The actual
figures generaly correspond to the impression | gave to Dr. Mahmud.
They will be found published on p. 171 in thisissue.*

Thisiswhat | call living contact with the masses irrespective of
caste or creed. If the workers are true to their salt, the contact must be
of an abiding nature. It should result also in an indissoluble bond
between Hindus and Mussalmans of the villages of India. Hitherto
they have not worked knowingly and voluntarily under the aegis of
one agency and for acommon purpose. There is every possibility of a
conscious union of hearts between them being achieved. It should be
much easier under the new scheme in which the interest of the artisans
is held to be predominant. Since the new orientation the contact has
become far more real than it ever was. For the spinners—and they are
by far the largest majority among the artisans served by the
Associations—are regularly instructed. Every individual spinner
receives personal attention and is taught to use better tools in a better
manner. Their wages are in many cases trebled, even quadrupled. It is
difficult to forecast the result of this new scheme, both to the
individual workers and the nation at large. One result is obvious.
These artisans have ceased to be the exploited class. Presently they will
be conscious controllers of the A.l1.S.A. as they are today its prime,
though unconscious, shareholders.

Harijan, 10-7-1937

! The figures are not reproduced here.
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8. LETTERTO AMRIT KAUR

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 10, 1937
MY DEAR IDIOT,
| have apparently neglected you these few days. | hope you had
my wire'. | wonder whether the news preceded the wire. For you it
should be enough that | did not forget it. Jawaharlal was more than
good throughout. His innate nobility asserted itself every time a
difficulty cropped up. He is truly a warrior, sans peur et sans
reproche. The more | see him, the more | love him. | had long chats
with him and the Maulana. 1t will be most difficult to replace him next
year.
Rameshwari is here and will be with me probably to the end of
the month. She occupies Jamnalal's guest house. No more today.
Love.

TYRANT
From the original: C.W. 3795. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6951

9. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

July 10, 1937

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,
I had long chats with Maulana Saheb yesterday. If he is to be
consulted in the choice of Muslim Ministersin the Provinces, | think it
is better to make the public announcement to the effect. The Maulana
agrees. If you think that the Working Committee should be consulted,
| would suggest consultation by wire.
| expect you will write on the Hindi-Urdu topic at an early date.?
Yours sincerely,

BAPU

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Also A. Bunch of Old Letters, p. 235.

! Vide “Telegram to amrit Kaur”,7-7-1937

% Jawaharlal Nehru wrote an essay entitled " The Question of Languages' for the
Congress Political and Economic Studies Series. For extracts from it and Gandhiji's
Foreword, dated August 3, 1937,
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10. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

July 10, 1937

CHI. MIRA,
| have not been able to write to you lately. Your letters and

sketches have been coming in regularly. | have sent them on to

Nandlal Babu for his opinion.* Y ou shall know it when it comes.

| am glad Dr. Sen is coming there. Y ou will discuss your health
with him and invite him to come to Segaon if he ever wishes to do so.

Rameshwari Nehru is here and is likely to stay for the month.

| do not need to say anything about the Working Committee
meeting.

| am glad the doctor has allowed you to go to the simple diet.
The nuts are not for you.

Love.

BAPU

From the original: C.W. 6391. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9857

11. LETTER TO NIRMLA GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 10, 1937

CHI. NIMU,

Ramdas must have left>. Y ou have done well to ask him to go.
Asfor theresult, it isin God’s hands alone. From the letter | have
from him, it appears that you wish to settle dawn there only. He also
saysin his letter that Navanit will not be willing to bear the expenses
of your living there. So let me know how much | will have to send
you every month. | will make arrangements accordingly. If you wish

! Nandalal Bose, in his letter (C.W. 6393) dated July 22 to Pyarelal, had said:
"I was very much interested to look through Mirabehn's sketches. Please tell Bapuji
that they show marks of real artistic insight, specially one of them —'Clear after rain—
early morning'. Art, like other creative activities, is a very jealous mistress and must
be pursued with genuine, disinterested devotion. If used as an amusement or recreation
for one's enforced leisure hours, it will not yield its full beauty and significance. |
hope Mirabehn will keep up her interest."

> Ramdas left for South Africa with Hermann Kallenbach on July 7, 1937,
vide " Letter to Kantilal Gandhi”, 5-7-1937
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to come over here, that can certainly be done, or if you wish to settle
down somewhere else, that also can be arranged. Ramdas worries
about your health, too. What can | do to help him from this distance?
Itisin your hands. Reply immediately.
Blessings from
BAPU

From the Guijarati original : Mrs. Sumitra Kulkarni Papers. Courtesy: Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library

12. LETTER TO INDIRA NEHRU

July 10, 1937

CHI. INDU,

Whatever you may be to others, | find you alazy-bone. Kamala
was never forgetful! Jawaharlal gave me news of you. Why are you
still so delicate in health? Y ou must build up your physique. | was
hoping that you would come over here. Write to me in detail.

How is Mummy*? Where is Sarup*?
Blessings from
BAPU

From the Hindi original: Gandhiji-Indira Gandhi Correspondence. Courtesy:
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

13. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 11, 1937

MY DEAR IDIOT,
| answer your idiotic question with a counter-question: "Are all
in the camphorated area dishonest"

Haven't seen your letter to Ba.

What a stupid thing to ask whether you would be 'one too
many'. Would you ask that of Shummy [when] going to Manorville or
will you go there as of right? Well, your six feet by two at the foot of
my chatai® is always there. And friend Nabibux* lies anywhere.

! Addressees grandmother, Swaraup Rani

% Addressee's aunt, Vijayalakshmi Pandit

® Mat

4 A faithful attendant of the addressee's father. He became her servant after her
fathers' death.
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Your Hindi letter to B. was perfect. And here you will make
rapid progress.

No more today.

Love.

TYRANT
[PS]

Madalasa was married today to Shriman whom you know. Heis
amost cultured young man. The more | see him the more he grows
on me. Heisin Nayakam's' High School here. Do write to her and
him, too, if you can recall him. Y ou should write to Jamnalal also. You
may send her a gift, nothing expensive. Better to get something in the
khaddar line.

Kanu returned today. He is waiting for the post.
Y ou write well in Hindi. Y our grammar is perhaps more accurate
than mine. Here we will try to treat the patch near your ear.
Can you read this much?
BAPU
[PPS]

Congress History® in Hindi is obtainable from Hindustan Times,
Delhi.

From the original: C.W. 4234. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 7867

14. LETTER TO BUDDHA GAYA DEFENCE LEAGUE

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 11, 1937

DEAR FRIEND,

| have your long letter. | have read it most carefully. |1 can
conceive the possibility of one who is without malice, without anger,
who has behind him a long record of service, whose every act is
actuated by love, and who is saturated with the spirit of the Buddha
sitting motionless near the entrance till the temple passes to those to

' E. W. Aryanayakam of Ceylon, Principal, Marwari High School

% In the source, the following two paragraphs and the subscription are written
in Hindi.

® History of the Indian National Congress by Pattabhi Sitaramayya
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whom it should rightly belong. But such is not your scheme. Nor have
you such a person in view so far as | am aware. Nor have you done
the spade work which alone can warrant the supreme step. Therefore,
however much | may be in sympathy with you, | fear | cannot endorse
the movement adumbrated by you in your letter.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

Dr. Rajendra Prasad: Correspondence and Select Documents, Vol. 1

15. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

July 11, 1937
BHAI VALLABHBHAI,
Y ou needn't worry about Nariman at all. The storm will pass.

After | receive Nariman's reply to you, | will write more.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 203
16. LETTER TO NIRMALA GANDHI
SEGAON,
July 11, 1937

CHI. NIMU,

Y esterday itself | had kept my reply ready but there was some
delay in posting. Meanwhile | received your second letter and | have
met Chitaliabhai also.

It is not worth spending so many years for learning nursing.
Moreover, a married woman cannot do this job well. Housekeeping
and nursing cannot go together. One should give all the twenty-four
hours to nursing. So my advice is, you had better master English,
Hindi and needlework. This you can do either in Bombay or here.*

This much [was dictated] in a hurry. Whatever | may write, you
may do as you please.

Blessings from
BAPU
From the Guijarati original: Nirmala Gandhi Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial

Museum and Library

" In the source, what follows is in Gandhiji's hand.
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17. LETTERTO H.L. SHARMA
July 11, 1937
CHI. SHARMA,
| got your letter. Do send me your book®. | shall try to read it.
Y our work must be getting on well. | have an impression that your
earlier letter contained nothing to call for areply. Amtul Salaam is
here.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Hindi]
Bapuki Chhayamen Mere Jivanke Solah Varsha, p. 261.
18. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
SEGAON,
July 12, 1937

CHI. MIRA,
| have your long letter. Y ou must not worry about coming here.
Y ou should become proof against the visitations of malaria or other
illnesses. It is pouring cats and dogs. Of course | am thinking out all
kinds of things for villages. But you should also think out things.

Love.
BAPU
[PS]
Shantais here. She goes to her mother in aweek or so. Sheisin
need or Shanta's presence. Remember me to Dr. Sen.

From the original: C.W. 6392. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9858

19. LETTER TO A. KALESWARA RAO

July 12, 1937

MY DEAR KALESWARA RAO,
It is good of you to send me fruits without sending me bills. |
appreciate the thought underlying your gift. But you do make it

! The reference isto "Loose Leaves from a Socialist's Diary", atyped copy of
the addressee's diary which he had maintained during his study tour abroad.
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difficult for me to send regular calls. Anyway, please stop the chikus.
The mgjority contain maggots.

Yours sincerely,

M.K. GANDHI
SRI A. KALESWARA RAO
BEZWADA
From a photostat: C.W. 9203. Also G.N. 9246
20. LETTER TO J.C. KUMARAPPA
July 12, 1937

MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,

Mahadev tells me, Sita* has come. Hope she iswell. He also tells
me, you may not come till the weather clears. If so what about Rao?
All the accounts | receive go to show that he is no credit to us. He
seems to be incurring losses. Please investigate.?

Read the enclosed essay and tell meif it isworth publishing in
Harijan.

The summary of your address at Bezawada® will appear in due
course.

Y ou should think how we may guide our . . . * Ministersin the
matter of village improvement.

Yours sincerely,
BAPU
From a photostat: G.N. 10121

21. LETTER TO PRABHAVATI
July 12, 1937

CHI. PRABHA,

| got Jayaprakash's telegram yesterday. Both of you are brave in
this respect. It isreally better for an ailing man to die rather than go

! Wife of Bharatan Kumarappa

2Vide also "Letter to Bharatan Kumarappa', and letter to the addressee,

® Now called Vijayawada. The addressee's speech at the tenth anniversary
celebration of the Khaddar Samasthanam appeared under the title "Advantages of
Barter" in Harijan, 24-7-1937.

* The source isillegible here.
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on suffering. From that point of view,l wasin away glad that Father*
was released. | had even felt when | got your letter that it would be
difficult for him to recover from that illness. Let me know your future
plans Explain this to Jayaprakash Of course | am writing a brief letter
to him.

Rameshwaribehn Nehru has arrived here. She will stay here for
some time. Amtul Salaam has left for Trivandrum. One cannot say her
health is good. Kanu has returned from Rajkot. Kusum Desai is here
at present.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 3493

22. LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI

July 12, 1937

CHI. KANTI,

| had your letter. The statement of expenditure is faultless. |
have nothing to say regarding the expenses. Amtul Salaam has gone
to Trivandrum with Rajaji. She will stay with Lakshmi for a day or
two. | am all admiration for her capacity for self-sacrifice. She may
want to see you on her way back from Trivandrum. | have decided to
give her permission to do so. | hope you don't have any objection. |
will not let her disturb your studies. She is pining for you. She thinks
only about the service she should render and about you. She has no
other thought except these.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7326. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

23. LETTER TO N.S. HARDIKAR

SEGAON (WARDHA),
July 13, 1937

DEAR DR. HARDIKER,
My own opinion is that now that there will be a Congress
Ministry in the Bombay Presidency it may be well not to publish

' Harsu Dayal, addressee's father-in-law
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anything.* But in thistoo, it will be better for you to be guided by
what Jawaharlal may say.

Yours sincerely,
M. K .GANDHI
DR. N. S. HARDIKER
HUBLI
(KARNATAK)

From the original: N.S. Hardiker Papers. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

24. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

July 13, 1937

CHI. GANGABEHN,

| got your letter. | was only joking regarding Vasumati. | had
asked her, "Why did you run away?" But | couldn't spare the time to
force her to reply. | could gather from her letters that your
temperaments didn't agree. If | had asked her more, she would have
given details. But why should | do that? After asking her, | would have
had to write to you. All of us have lived together for quite along time.
Nobody has lost anything. Everybody gave his or her best to the
others. |, therefore, blame nobody for Vasumati's leaving Bochasan.
Everybody can overcome his or her nature only up to a certain limit.
That is why at one place the Gita says, "Practise self-control,” but
elsewhere it says. "What will self-control avail?" Rubber also can be
stretched only up to a certain point. If stretched further, it will snap.
Let all of us, therefore, practise self-control according to our capacity
and keep advancing. Kusum is fine. Let me know when something
about Manju's® [marriage] is settled.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Guijarati]

Bapuna Patro-6: G.S. Gangabehnne, p. 95

" In his letter dated July 6, the addressee had asked Gandhiji whether he could
publish details about the difficulties in taking over the Seva Dal building from the
Government; vide also “Letter to N. S. Hardiker”, 22-5-1937

2 Granddaughter of the addressee
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25. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
July 13, 1937
CHI. NARANDAS,

Kanu has reached here safely. | feel asif he had never left. Send
me your impression of him.

I will have to study the letters regarding Chimanlal again. They
are lying with me. But | get no time whatever to take them up. There
is no hurry of course.

Read the letter to Chhaganlal and passit on to him. If you can
detain him, certainly do so. | will of course likeit.

It is agood thing that you are giving training to the teachersin
Harijan schools. | hope you know that there is a difference between
teaching a subject as a science and teaching it as atrade. To teachersit
should be taught only as science.

Vijaya's daughter* must be fine.

The State should of course have no right to inspect a private
school. But under despotism where is the question of having or not
having aright? If, therefore, any officer comes for inspection, show
him everything. But ascertain on what authority he comes. We don't
wish to make an issue of the thing just now. Keep me informed. If
possible, register your protest.

| see no objection to the use of the numeral 68. If anybody's
birthday deserves to be celebrated, use of the number of hisyearsis
natural. Will 1 be completing the 68th year on Bhadarva Vad 12 and
entering the 69th, or completing the 67th and entering the 68th? | get
confused.

It has started raining her ein right earnest. The sky has not
cleared for four days.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

| am not writing separately to Jamna. Lilavati tells me that you
have several copies of the annotated Gorakhpur edition of the Gita. If
S0, give one to Kamalabai.

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./Il. Also C.W. 8530 Courtesy:

Narandas Gandhi

* Aruna Gandhi, addressee's grand daughter
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26. LETTER TO SUMANGAL PRAKASH

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 13, 1937

CHI. SUMANGAL,

| have both your letters. The question is not of your being paid
asalary here. The food is indifferent. The accommodation is short. It
rains a great deal. Milk can be had in plenty and it is pure. Getting
fruit is uncertain. Y ou should bring with you a thali, a lota, two bowls,
atumbler, a spoon, aknife, a mattress, a durrie, a pillow, a blanket, an
umbrella and a lantern. Y ou will certainly have an hour every day for
pursuit of literature. If you feel like it you may go and visit your
parents before coming here. The rains end in September, but there is
no hitch from my side.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi : Sumangal Prakash Papers. Courtesy: Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library

27. TELEGRAM TO T.S. SHRIPAL

July 14, 1937
SHRIT.S. SHRIPAL
ORGANIZER AND LECTURER
SOUTH INDIAN HUMANITARIAN LEAGUE
132 MINT ROAD, MADRAS1
SACRIFICE OF  ANIMALS IN  THE NAME  OF RELIGION IS
REMNANT  OF BARBARISM.

GANDHI

From a copy: C.W. 9874
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28. LETTER TO AMRIT KAUR

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 14, 1937

MY DEAR REBEL,

| return Dagmers' letter. | do not think the rice-eating parts of
India suffer because they eat rice but because they are too poor to add
to the staple what those in the North do. Whether they were better off
hundreds of years [ago] is a certainty, if we grant that they had greater
facilities for buying the necessary articles than now. But as there were
no statistics kept in the old days, our conclusions will be based on
more or |ess guess.

Shriman will be an ideal husband for her* . She is herself
perfectly delighted with the choice.

Every time you notice solvenliness or irregularities about our
ingtitutions, you should bring these things to the notice of the
responsible men. Then only will you be able to cope with the national
evil. You should give your impressions and views about Khadi
Bhandars to Shankerlal Banker, Ahmedabad, and tell him, too, of your
plans for the Simla Bhandar in particular, i.e., if you have the leisure.
The leisure you can have, if you give up what is less useful, if not
useless.

If | were you, | would not worry over Muslim co-operation in
the Hindi work. They will if we are true and have no designs that they
suspect.

Love.

Yours,
ROBBER

From the original: C.W. 3796. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6952

! Madalasa; vide also “Letter to Vallabhbhai Patel”, 11-7-1937
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290. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA

July 14, 1937

MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,

| sent you herewith a letter from Nalin. He was the most
energetic complainant. Jhaverbhai backs him. Chhotalal considers Rao
to be an utter misfit. Fischer considers him to be a thorough discredit.
Asyou know, | was prepossessed in his favour. But | can't disregard
the strong statements that all these workers make. Parnerkar has no
opinion about his ability. His good report in Andhra is about his
athletics and nothing else so far as | know. | have just seen Pandit
Harihar Sharma, and he tells me that he was working some years ago
under him as Hindi pracharak and he had to be dismissed for
inattention to duty and even dishonesty. He tells me he is energetic
when he wants to be but he can't be constant. However, all these things
areto serve asawarning.!

| hope your sister is now free from fever.
| am in no hurry about Ministers.
Love.
BAPU

From a photostat: G.N. 10122

30. LETTER TO K.F. NARIMAN

July 14, 1937

MY DEAR NARIMAN,

| have just seen your latest statement. It surprises and pains me. |
do not know who advised you to drop the inquiry. What you dropped
was inquiry by the Working Committee because in your own language
you thought it could not deal impartially with a matter which involved
its own members. | therefore told you, | had the Sardar's assurance
that you could have an impartial inquiry even without any reference
to the Working Committee because your complaint was not against the
committee as such but against its particular member. If the member
consented, the Committee could not object to the inquiry. Now you

Vide also “Letter to J. C. Kumarappa®, 12-7-1937
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have come out with a different version altogether. Do you not see the
discrepancy?

Then, again, you seem to resent the Sardar's statement*. As it
happens he issued it on my strong advice. | thought that it was due to
the public and due to you also for that matter. He is now pinned to
emphatic statements. If you dispute them and you have evidence, it is
plain sailing for you. Indeed, you left on me the impression that when
you took the Sardar for adrive, you did seek his help. And, if | am
rightly informed, you sought the help of others also. What was wrong
initif you did? In your first statement in reply to the Sardar's you
have amost made the admission. Nevertheless if you accuse the
Sardar of lying, naturally, it is up to you to prove your case.
Remember, you are the accuser or the plaintiff. Therefore, draw up
your complaint or plaint carefully and let me have the name or names
of the tribunal.

| would strongly advise you not to rush to the Press. Let an
agreed tribunal to decide on an agreed reference be appointed and a
brief statement to the Press might be made afterwards.

Yours sincerely,

A.l.C.C. File No. 747-A, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memoria Museum and
Library

31. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL
July 14, 1937

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

If you had any doubt or fear regarding Maulana, you should
not have sent the wire about him. | felt that we would be saved from a
good many difficulties by doing that. | still believe that we stand to
gain by your step. You probably remember that | had given the same
caution to Jawaharlal.? And | myself had put the burden of issuing a
notice on him. If | throw out a suggestion which finds no echo in
your heart, you must not act on it. | have written® to Nariman. A copy
of the letter is enclosed. There is no need for you to issue any

! Vide “Vallabhai Patel’s Statement”, 9-7-1937
2 \ide “Letter to Amrit Kaur”,10-7-1937
® Vide the preceding item.
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statement now. | am hopeful that this business will end well. How long
can athing which has no foundation go on?

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Gujarati]
Bapuna parto—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 203-4
32. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM
July 14, 1937

CHI. AMTUL,

| have your letter. Yes, you can certainly come back to me
whenever you wish to if you are not happy a Trivandrum. Tell
Ramachandran in detail about your pain. There are a few good
vaidyas there. Y ou may even consult them if you think fit. Thereis
also a Homeopathic mission. But the real cause of your trouble is
your own mind. You may come here sooner if your feel uneasy there
though | believe that Paparamma and others will be so loving towards
you that you will be quite at peace for afew weeks at least.

Kanti's letter is enclosed.

Ba'sfoot isimproving. How crazy you are! Y ou could certainly
have sat with Rgjgji in the inter compartment to have a chat.* But that
iS now past.

Maintain an account of all the expenditure. There is no letter
from Bari® or Baqui®

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 384

! The addressee travelled to Madras by the same train as Rajaji but she had only
athird-class ticket.

% Brothers of the addressee

® ibid
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33. DRAFT TELEGRAM TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

[Before July 15, 1937]*
SHRI RAJAGOPALACHARI

SENATEHOUSE

MADRAS

PRIVATE. DEEPEST PRAYER HAS BEEN THE SPRING ON WHICH |
HAVE DRAWN FOR GUIDING COMMITTEE.? YOU KNOW HOW MY HOPE

IS CENTERED ON YOU. MAY GOD BLESS YOUR EFFORT. DON'T
PUBLISH THIS. HAVE NO RIGHT TO SEND MESSAGE MEMBERS. YOU
MUST ASK JAWAHARLAL. LOVE.

BAPU
From the original: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal. Also In the Shadow of
the Mahatma, p. 233

34.LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

Unrevised SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 15, 1937
MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,
Today isthe election day. | am watching.

But this | write to tell you that | have begun to write on the
function of Congress Ministries and allied topics’. | hesitated but | saw
that it was my duty to write, when | felt so keenly. | wish | could send
you an advance copy of my article for Harijan. Mahadev will see this.
If he has a copy he will send it. When you see it, you will please tell
me if | may continue to write so. | do not want to interfere with your
handling of the whole situation. For, | want the maximum from you
for the country. | would be doing distinct harm, if my writing
disturbed you.

| hope you got my letter* about the Maulana.

Love.

BAPU

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Nehru Memorial Museum and Library. Also A.
Bunch of Old Letters, p. 235.

" In his letter dated July 16 to G. D. Birla, Mahadev Desai explains: “C.R.
asked for Bapu’s blessings to be wired to him and his colleagues when they were all
sworn in as Ministers.” According to India Since the Advent of the British,
Rajagopalachari formed the Congress Ministry in Madras on July 15, 1937.

% Congress Working Committee

® Vide " Congress Ministries”, 17-7-1937; also "The Fundamental Difference",
24-7-1937.

4 Vide “Letter to Amirt Kaur”, 10-7-1937
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35. LETTER TO K.F. NARIMAN

July 15, 1937

MY DEAR NARIMAN,

Y ou have sent me an extraordinary letter'. Either you arein a
state of confusion, or your friends are. So far as | can recollect, you
accepted the Working Committee's decision as final regarding the
telegram. Asto your other charges you had no evidence then in your
possession. Your letters showed no evidence and therefore the
Working Committee could neither decide for itself except to decide
against you nor could give you a committee. How can you say you
closed the matter though in your letter you reserved to yourself the
right to ask for a committee when you had framed your charge-sheet?
So far as | can see the matter can only be closed by leading against
Sardar Vallabhbhai all the evidence you have in your possession or by
making a clear admission that you have nothing against him. Can you
not see that the Working Committee's decision so far as it goes is
wholly against you? If you regard its verdict as final, then can you sit
still when unbounded vilification of the Sardar is going on in front of
you, and to which, in your letters, you have allowed yourself to be a
party up to a certain extent?

You will be committing no breach of faith with me if you were
to publish the whole of the conversation between you and me, if you
will let me have beforehand what you will publish.

There are other inaccuracies in your letter which | need not go
into. Let me be however clear about one point. So long as you feel
that the Sardar has dealt with you unfairly in any shape or form, or
that he has done anything ungentlemanly, it is your bounden duty to
accept his offer. You owe it to yourself and to a colleague, who
emphatically maintains that he has never done or meant any harm to

! Dated July 14, which read: "I am being charged for defying and attempting to
circumvent the Working Committee Resolution at Delhi and Wardha by demanding an
independent tribunal. . . . Inthe. . . .conversation | had with you, | had made it clear
that | could accept such atribunal only if the Working Committee sanctioned it . . .
Before the Working Committee too, | made my position clear that | did not want . . .

an independent tribunal . . . if the Working Committee did not sanction . . . | further
made it clear to the Secretary that the tribunal should only make areport . . . to the
Working Committee who should . . . pronounce verdict . . . .But in view of the

definite adverse view of all the members | did not intend to pursue the matter
further . .. Vide also “Letter to K. F. Nariman”, 14-7-1937
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you and has not been guilty of dishonourable conduct directly or
indirectly. If you do not pursue the tribunal you repeatedly told me
you wanted, or drop it without unreservedly withdrawing your charge
against the Sardar, you will be committing a grave blunder. Your
colleagues of the Working Committee will certianly come to the
conclusion that you were simply guided by your own suspicion
though you had nothing whatsover to sustain it. And you would
confirm the impression that the Sardar has carried with him about
your conduct at the Bombay election, and which he so frankly told
you during that drive.

Yours sincerely,

A.l.C.C. File No. 747-A, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

36. LETTERTO N. C. KELKAR

July 15, 1937

DEAR MR. KELKAR,

Deo has sent me the enclosed cutting containing a report of
your speech.' He wants me to reply? to certain allegation about me in
that report. Before | do so | should like to have your confirmation of
the report. For, | know, how often public speeches are misreported,
sometimes consciously, sometimes unconsciously.

| hope you are in possession of the best of health.

Yours sincerely,
M.K. GANDHI

From a photostat: C.W. 3121. Courtesy: Kashinath N. Kelkar

! Shankarrao Deo, President, Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee, in
his letter dated July 14 had brought to the notice of Gandhiji a report that had
appeared in the issue of of Dnyanprakash, 10-7-1937. The report said that N.C.
Kelkar, speaking at a meeting in Poona at the Tilak Smarak Mandir, had alleged that
Gandhiji had refused to sign on the application for the release of Savarkar; that
Gandhiji's attitude towards Maharashtrians, including great leaders like Tilak was not
friendly and that Gandhiji's readiness for office-acceptance was not consistent with
his earlier stand.

2 \iide "Letter to Shankarrao Deo", 20-7-1937.
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37. LETTER TO SHANKARRAO DEO
July 15, 1937

MY DEAR DEO,

| have your letter enclosing a newspaper cutting'. | have
forwarded the cutting to Mr. Kelkar for confirmation. As soon as |
receive hisreply, you will hear further from me.

| hope your progress towards complete recovery is continuing.

Yours sincerely,

The Bombay Chronicle, 27-7-1937

38. ALETTER
July 15, 1937
DEAR FRIEND,
1. Shri Mahadev Desai has sent me your letter.
2. Zoroastrian puggree. Christian hat and red fez can be made
and have been made of khaddar.
3. Even as an absolute definition of God is impossible, sois

that of truth impossible. When | can evolve an absolute
definition of truth, truth will cease to be my God.

You arejustified in doubting my love for humanity. Just
likely that it might be solved after my death.

If al the flowers in a garden were endowed with wisdom, |
suppose it will be quite consistent for each flower to retain
its personality whilst recognizing the basic unity of al
flowers.

I have not sufficient originality in me to show a new way of
life. Nor does the conceived way of life give me any
dissatisfaction. | would feel supermely happy if | could live
up toitinitsfulness.

Yours faithfully,
M. K. GANDHI

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal

'Vide the preceding item
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39. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

July 15, 1937

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

| read your letters regarding Nariman. | am not in the least
getting frightened. According to me there is no need for you to say
anything now. | have started writing to Nariman. When the time for
making a public statement comes, | will certainly do so. It is not at all
surprising that not a single newspaper is on your side. After all, what
kind of newspapers are these? Why should we get elated if they take
our side?

| am sure you will be able to deal with Munshi and Bhulabhai.
The thing is beyond me. If Gilder joins, it will be excellent of course.

If you don't get areply from Maulana even after you have sent
him awire, two courses are open to you: to appoint whosoever seems
the fittest to you, or to declare publicly that anybody selected by
Maulana will be appointed. We know Maulanas tardiness. But the
problem about a Muslim secretary is a difficult one. | think we can
escape the difficulty only by putting the thing publicly in . . .s*
hands. Why don't you wire to Jawaharlal that he should either send
Maulana's consent or make an alternative suggestion?

Y ou have been sending away your brothers too soon.? They will
reserve places for us somewhere. When God decided that our work in
thisworld is done, he will take us away in the twinkling of an eye.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro—2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 204-5

! The name is omitted in the source.
2 The reference is to the death of the addressee's eldest brother Somabhai.
Speaker Vithalbhai, another brother, had died on October 22, 1933.

28 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



40. LETTER TO MAHADEV DEXAI

July 15, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV

If you don't need the typewriter there for the present, please
send it here. | will ask Shantato type on it while sheis here. Kanu also
isready to learn it. | hope he will start eating properly. For some time
now he has developed aversion to food. If you wish, | may arrange
temporarily or permanently to send someone from here who will
carry the mail from here and bring it from there. | will experience no
difficulty in sparing a person from here.

Durgas case is not simple. One should inhale steam when
having cold. One should also fast occasionally. Why shouldn't she
come and stay here for afew days? Nirmala also should come, so that
I may not be put to any trouble. | will merely suggest remedies after
examining her. | am sure that Durga can be completely cured. | don't
mean to say that it can be done only through my remedies.

What is Kumarappa's difficulty? Shall | write? The flow of water
must stop. If he cannot stop it, you may call in an expert at our cost
and get it done. There must be somebody from the municipal
builders. If | am allowed | will write. | am confident that | will be able
to manage the athlete's case.

Let Raojibhai carry Suryabala's letter. | have already given him
Harivadan's. If thisis not possible, send Suryabala's letter by post.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11530

41. LETTER TO D.B. KALELKAR

July 15, 1937

CHI. KAKA,

Y our letter to Raghavan is good. | would shorten it. The central
point of Raghavan's argument was that it was considered to be a
subordinate body. Your argument, therefore, that it was a misun-
derstanding and the remark about it being unfortunate are out of
place.
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Isit quite correct to say that the institutions are independent of
each other? | think Madras enjoys Dominion status.

Y our letter has been already posted. Thisis for the future. Why
"Maratha'?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7692

42. LETTER TO HARIVADAN

July 15, 1937

BHAI HARIVADAN,

| can look upon your marriage with Rohini from only one
angle. Though you two have entered grihasthashrama, | hope you
will strengthen your present spirit of service and make your marriage
an ideal for othersto follow. Y ou two have such capacity. May God
grant both of you long life and bless your noble aspirations with
success. | am not writing separately to Rohini.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 2650

43. LETTER TO DAHYALAL JANI
July 15, 1937

CHI. DAHYALAL,

| am writing this letter with a heavy heart. Devsharmgji* has sent
one of your letters. The other one he had torn up. Your letter is full of
untruths. | am sending it back to you so that you can see for yourself.
Y ou seem to have mentioned only Jani init. Y ou have thus started
with an untruth. If you had from the beginning wished to join a
renowed institution like the Kangri, why did you not go there
straightaway? In your description of Ishver Ramji's 'hesitant policy",
you have unnecessarily maligned the institution in which you stayed.
The letter which he has written to me on hisown isin adifferent vein
altogether.

! Principal of Gurukul Kangri
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Y our first sentence suggests excessive respect while what you
really feel is helplessness.

Look at your totalling in the third sentence: 75+5=100! Isthis
dreaming?

Y ou had resolved in my presence to preserve humility. It has
been established that you do not have sufficient knowledge. What a
big claim you make in your fourth sentence? “1 will be able to teach
English, science, etc., according to the latest method.” Can you justify
this claim? The sentence thereafter is equally insufferable. In all the
institutions that you have mentioned you say, “and that too in the
capacity of aPrincipal”. Is not this the limit of deliberate lying? Have
you merit enough to say, “You will be fully satisfied with my work
and it will also bring you credit”?

See the shabbiness of the whole letter. The handwriting is all a
mess.

What impatience ! The word “immediately” occurs thrice.

Devasharma has aroyal heart. He was almost ready to take you.
Even now, if | urge him, he would do so. | would throw a letter like
this from a stranger into the waste-paper basket. Your letter itself
proves your unfitness. Where did you pass the three examinations
which qualify you as a teacher? [You say,] “One runs up to your
Ashram just to purify oneself by living on the holy land.” All right,
run on! | feel more pain in writing this letter than you will in reading
it. | have absolutely no time to write such along letter, but | could not
control my pen. Y ou address me as "father" and describe yourself as
my son. Is not there hypocrisy even in this? However, | will not
disown you. But you will have to help me. Go to Sabarmati on the
20th, a changed man. Y ou will not get such an opportunity again. If,
however, you don’t wish to go, you are free.

BAPU
[From Gujarati]

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

! In the source, the quotations are in Hindi.
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44. LETTER TO N. R. MALKANI

SEGON (WARDHA),
July 16, 1937

MY DEAR MALKANI,

Why don’t you stea in a note in The Hindustan Times
advertising your wares or write to The Hindustan Times a letter to be
published in the correspondents’ column, complaining of public
apathy and telling the public what attactive things can be had there?*
Secondly, Why don’t you have alist of the things you have for sale
and post the same to likely addresses in Delhi? Y ou are bound to get
some orders. Thirdly, you can engage a hawker who can hawk about
your things on commission. Fourthly, sometimes you can pay visits to
friends yourself and get their orders. If you just learn enough of the
tailoring and shoemaking technique, you can take measurements
yourself.

Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru is sporting a pair of dlippers or
some such thing from your colony. They have given her blisters all
over. Now, your department has to turn out first-class articles if you
are to command a large custom.

Then you mention the trouble about getting workers in the
Provinces to interest themselves more than they are doing. Of course
thisis auniversal complaint. We are not slaves without deserving our
davery.

Then, about the boys themselves, why should you not so arrange
your departments as to absorb all the boys in the colony. Then they
would be earning a decent livelihood and you will produce master
tailors, master shoemakers, etc.

| am surprised that you, as a teacher, can feel lazy and say, you
have’'t enough to do. With eighteen children for whose welfare you
are wholly responsible and to whom you are both father and mother, |
should have thought that you had more than you could manage. Can
you imagine a widowed father having eighteen children to care for
feeling lazy and with time hanging heavy over him? That sentence in
your letter is adisturbing sentence. Y ou know what | mean.

Love.

BAPU
From a photostat: G.N. 926

! The addressee was the Superintendent of the Harijan Udyogshala, Delhi,
where tailoring, shoemaking, carpentry, etc, were taught.
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45. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

July 16, 1937

Y ou are hard on poor Sen. Surely there are meat-eaters who are
as good brahmacharis and as abstemious as any vegetarians. The
physical effect of milk is the same amost as of flesh [or] meat.
Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Roman Catholic monks and nuns are
not to be beaten in their self-restraint in everything. Purity of personal
life is not a monopoly of vegetarians not kindness. Do you know
vegetarians who know not what self-restraint is, no kindness to human
or sub-human life? Who can be more cruel to man and beast than
some vegetarian husbands, fathers and cattleowners? We must not
make a fetish of our vegetarianism and be intolerant. Let us not
attribute more virtue to vegetarianism than it can carry. And so long
as we must take milk, it iswrong to call ourselves vegetarians or non-
flesh eaters. Distinction thereis, but ir is not the restriction which you
seem to think thereis. It is only real godliness that alters the whole
course of life.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’ s Diary: Narayan Desai

46. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
July 16, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

Bhansali has returned and is already a familiar face by now. The
assistant doctor applied caustic to the wound and dressed it. He also
added that the trouble must have come on partly because he does not
eat rotlis. It is absolutely necessary now that he should see Balkrishna.
Bhansali can see him even after two days when he goes there again. It
will be better, of course, if he comes over here to see him. If Bhansali
goes to Wardha, he should do so after fixing the time in advance, so
that he might not miss the Civil Surgeon.

| don’t know how | can persuade Durga. At present we have
engaged a maidservant for washing clothes. Gradually such
arrangements are being made here. She may stay here for a few days
and, if she doesn’t feel at ease, may go back. There are no restrictions
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of any kind whatever. If she comes, she may bring [the typewriter]*
from there. But if the material is being typed there, nothing need be
sent here. Has Kanu started?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11531.

47. LETTER TO PURATAN J. BUCH

July 16, 1937

CHI. PURATAN,
Only two lines today. Fulfil your wishes at the time of the
Congress.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 9172

48. LETTER TO MAHADEV DEXAI

[ Before July 17, 1937]?

Radhakrishna should have been romoved altogether, shouldn’t
he? But | don’t know much in this matter. Y ou know him [better].

Thistime | have removed from your article the portion in which
you have replied to Syed. For the present let them say what they wish.
We should go on writing what we ourselves think proper. Please,
therefore, go through the extract | have given from Tandonji’ s |etter.
I have also supplied an extract for Harijan from Pattabhi’s speech. |
have inserted that, too, in your article. If you do not like it, you may
remove it. It can be said that | have written a political article® for
Harijan this time. Go through it If you don’t approve of it, you can
wait. And if you find it all right, an advance copy may be supplied to

! Vide also “Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 15-7-1937 and “Letter to Mahadev
Desal”, 17-7-1937

% The date is inferred from the reference to Purushottamdas Tandon’s letter to
Ashraf on Hindi-Urdy controversy and Pattabhi Sitaramayya's speech at Harijan
Conference, Berhampur, which appeared in Mahadev Desai's “Weekly Letter” in
Harijan, 17-7-1937.

® Vide the following item: also “ The Fundemental Difference’. 24-7-1937.
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the press. | cannot make up my mind. How can | possibly get time to
talk to Kanu today?

Both Shambhudayal and Janba should take plentry of quinine.
They should not eat chapatis. At the most they may take milk, jaggery
and fruit if available. | will attend to the receipts, etc., tomorrow. |
can't detain Kanu today.

| don’t think Nariman’s reply calls for arejoinder. There is
nothing in it to suggest that he is on the war path. He seems to have
calmed down. But who knows?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11527

49. CONGRESS MINISTRIES

Since the Working Committee and other Congressmen have
allowed themselves to be influenced by my opinion on the office
issue, it is perhaps due to the public for me to explain my conception
of office-acceptance and what is possible to do in terms of the
Congress election menifesto. | need offer no apology for crossing the
self-imposed limit in the conduct of Harijan. The reason is obvious.
The Government of India Act is universaly regarded as wholly
unsatisfactory for achieving India’'s freedom. But it is possible to
consture it as an attempt, however limited and feeble, to replace the
rule of the sword by the rule of the magjority. The creation of the big
electorate of three crores of men and women and the placing of wide
powers in their hands cannot be described by any other name.
Underlying it is the hope that what has been imposed upon us we shall
get to like, i.e., we shall really regard our exploitation as ablessing in
the end. The hope may be frustrated if the representatives of the thirty
million voters have afaith of their own and are intelligent enough to
use the powers (including the holding of offices) placed in their hands
for the purpose of thwarting the assumed intention of the framers of
the Act. And this can be easily done by lawfully using the Act in a
manner not expected by them and by refraining from using it in the
way intended by them.

Thus the Ministries may enforce immediate prohibition by
making education self-supporting instead of paying for it from the
liquor revenue. This may appear a startling proposition, but | hold it
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perfectly feasible and eminently reasonable. The jails may be turnecd
into reformatories and workshops. They should be self-supporting
and educational instead of being spending and punitive departments.
In accordance with the Irwin-Gandhi Pact, of which only the Salt
Clause remains still alive, salt should be free for the poor man, but it is
not; it can now be free in Congress Provinces at least. All purchases of
cloth should be in khadi. The attention should now be devoted more
to the villages and the peasantry than to the cities. These are but
illustrations taken at random. They are perfectly lawful, and yet not
one of them has as yet even been attempted.

Then the personal behaviour of Ministers. How will Congress
Ministers discharge themselves? Their Chief, the Presidentt of the
Congress, travels third class. Will they travel first? The President is
satisfied with a coarse khadi dhoti, Kurta and waistcoat. Will the
Ministers require the Western style and expenditure on Western scale?
Congressmen have for the past seventeen years disciplined themselves
in rigorous simplicity. The nation will expect the Ministers to
introduce simplicity in the administration of their Provinces. They will
not be ashamed of it, they will be proud of it. We are the poorest
nation on earth, many millions living in semi-srarvation. Its
representatives dare not live in a style and manner out of all
correspondence with their electors. The Englishmen coming as
conquerors and rulers set up a standard of living which took no
account whatsoever of the helpless conquered. If the Ministers will
simply refrain from copying the Governors and the secured Civil
Service, they will have shown the marked contrast that exists between
the Congress mentality and theirs. Truly there can be no partnership
between them and us even as there can be none between againt and a
dwarf.

Lest Congressmen should think that they have a monopoly of
simplicity and that they erred in 1920 in doing away with the trousers
and the chair, let me cite the examples of Aboobaker and Omar. Rama
and Krishna are prehistoric names. | may not use these names as
examples. History tells us of Pratap and Shivaji living in uttermost
simplicity. But opinion may be divided as to what they did when they
had power. There is no division of opinion about the Prophet,
Aboobaker and Omar. They had the riches of the world at their feet.
It will be difficult to find a historical parallel to match their rigorous
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life. Omar would not brook the idea of his lieutenants in distant
provinces using anything but coarse cloth and coarse flour. The
Congress Ministers, if they will retain the simplicity and economy they
have inherited since 1920, will save thousands of rupees, will give
hope to the poor and probably change the tone of the Services. It is
hardly necessary for me to point out that simplicity does not mean
shoddiness. There is a beauty and an art in simplicity which he who
runs may see. It does not require money to be neat, clean and
dignified. Pomp and pageantry are often synonymous with vulgarity.

This unostentatious work must be the prelude to demonstrating
the utter insufficiency of the Act to meet the wishes of the people and
the determination to end it.

The English Press has been at pains to divide Indiainto Hindu
and Muslim. The Congress majority Provinces have been dubbed
Hindu, the other five Muslim. That thisis demonstrably false has not
worried them. My great hope is that the Ministers in the six Provinces
will so manage them as to disarm all suspicion. They will show their
Muslim colleagues that they know no distinction between Hindu,
Muslim, Christian or Sikh or Parsi. Nor will they know any distinction
between high-caste and low-caste Hindus. They will demonstrate in
every action of theirs that with them all are the sons of the soil among
whom there is no one low and no one high. Poverty and climate are
common to all without distinction. The major problems are identical
for all of them. And whilst, so far as we can judge from actions, the
goal of the English system is wholly different from ours, the men and
women representing the two goals belong to the same human family.
They will now be thrown together as they never have been before. If
the human reading that | have given to the Act is correct, the two
parties meet together, each with its own history, background and goal,
to convert one another. Corporations are wooden and soulless but not
those who work them or use them. If the Englishmen or Anglicized
Indians can but see the Indian which is the Congress viewpoint, the
battle is won by the Congress and complete independence will come
to us without shedding a drop of blood. Thisiswhat | call the non-
violent approach. It may be foolish, visionary, imprectical; never-
thelessitis best that Congressmen, other Indians and Englishmen
should know it. This office acceptance is not intended to work the Act
anyhow. In the prosecution by the Congress of its goal of complete
independence, it isa serious attempt on the one hand to avoid a
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bloody revolution and on the other to avoid mass civil disobedience
on a scale hitherto not attempted. May God bless it.

Harijan, 17-7-1937

50. NOTE ON RENTIA JAYANT! CELEBRATION

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 17, 1937

In the first year two, in the second 16 and in the third 20
lakhs>—I count this excellent progress. What is possible for Rajkot is
possible for all other cities. If the khadi infection spreads everywhere,
“swaraj through yarn” will soon become a fact. | may say that my
faith in khadi has, if anything, grown stronger today than what it was
twenty years ago. At any rate it has not diminished.

MOHANDAS GANDHI

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./Il. Also C.W. 8532. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

51. ALETTER®
July 17, 1937

One answer to all your doubts and questions is this. Oneis said
to fall, i.e., completely rely, on Ramanama when one does so through
the heart. If you think that you have not attained success, the only
inference is that your prayer does not come from the heart, it comes
only from the lips. That does not mean that you are not sincere but it
does mean that your prayer has some connection with the result that
you want to attain and since as a good Hindu you believe in prayer,
you think you are complying with all the requirements when you utter
the prayer with your lips. Utterance with the lips is no doubt
necessary, but in order to perceive the efficacy of prayer it hasto find
its place in the heart. The only way to test the question whether it has
permeated the heart is by finding whether there is real peace of mind.
For answer to prayer does not mean that you should get what you

' This was a note appended to a pamphlet by Narandas Gandhi in connection
with the birthday celebration of Gandhiji. These celebrations were known as Rentia
Jayanti, spinning-wheel anniversary. Vide also “Letter to Narandas Gandhi”,
17-7-1937

2 Of yards of yarn.

® According to the source this was addressed “to a Sindhi”.
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want but it means that you become free from all anxiety and become
indifferent as to whether you get the thing prayed for or not.

The illustration that | can give from lifeis that whenever | have
been assailed in difficult situations by anxiety or doubts they have
been dispelled by prayer, and peace has taken the place of depression.

From the manuscript of Mahadev Dasai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Dasai

52. LETTERTO S AMBUJAMMAL

July 17, 1937

CHI. AMBUJAM, *

Y our letter and fruit have come. Fruit this time has been most
welcome because it was needed badly. | can’t get good oranges or
musambis in Bombay. And | need them for patients or some patients.
Y ou may therefore send me such musambis whenever you can. Our
understanding is that they must be reasonably cheap. | suppose |
could get almost any fruit if | do not count the cost. But that must not
be. | did take the musambis but | dared not take more than two when
there were othersin greater need.

| must not say more now.

Love.

BAPU

From a photostat: C.W. 9612. Courtesy: S. Ambujammal

53. LETTER TO AGATHA HARRISON
July 17,1937

MY DEAR AGATHA,

I hope this office-acceptance has removed your anxiety. Ours
on the other hand has increased. Both are on their trial. You will watch
the pages of Harijan.

Herewith the letter for Lord Halifax.
Y ou must take alittle rest now.
Love.
Yours,
BAPU
From a photostat: G.N. 1502

! The superscription is in Devanagari.
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54. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA

July 17, 1937

MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,
Herewith bulletin® which reads quite well. | suggest the addition
of one sentence.

Yours,
BAPU
From a photostat: G.N. 10123
55. LETTER TO GURDIAL MULLICK
July 17, 1937

MY DEAR GURDIAL,

My heart goes out to you. Our faith proves itself only when it
stands firm when unpenetrable darkness surrounds. “God is the
strength of the weak”? or “ So long as the elephant relied on his own
strength he could not succeed "*. These are bits from life lived. And
what is death ‘but a sleep and a forgetting’? What though al the
dearest and the nearest died at a stroke? “It is good that the snareis
broken, now | will get nearer to God,”* sang the bhakta, Narasinha
Mehta. But | write like a Job’s comforter. Your peace must come
from within. Bhajans, even vocal repetition of Ramanama, may prove
unavailing. Faith overflowing demands no vocal demonstration. It is
enough if the heart grasps the reality. If God is too vague, Truth
surely is not. And Truth is God. Have faith in It and It will reveal
Itself. God is with you.

Yours,

From a copy: Pyarelal Papers. Courtesy: Pyarelal.

! Vide, “A.l.V.I.A. Bulletin”, 7-8-1937.

2 These two sentences are in Hindi in the source.
% ibid

* This sentence isin Gujarati in the source.
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56. LETTER TO K. F. NARIMAN

July 17, 1937

MY DEAR NARIMAN,

Sir Govindrao' has sent me a copy of his letter to you. In the
covering letter he gives me an extract from your letter to him. From
you letters to the Working Committee and from your letter to Sir
Govindrao | see that, in your excitement, which has become chronic
with you, you have lost even your legal acumen. The more | think of
this wretched quarrel, the clearer | am becoming that your grievanceis
wholly imaginary and that, by allowing the agitation to continue, you
are harming yourself and the public interest. | would strongly advise
you to take legal advice, and frame your indictment in a proper
manner which anybody can understand. | wholly endorse Sir
Govindrao’s remark that your charge is too vague for any lawyer or
judge to understand or decide upon.

In your reference, you are bound to refer to the charge of
Sardar Vaallabhbhai having secretly poisoned the minds of the voters
directly or indirectly in connection with the election of the leader of
the Congress Parliamentary Party. How | wish that you could see that
you have made mountain out of a molehill. Assuming that you were
utterly innocent of the defeat of the Congress candidate at the
Bombay election of 1934, and yet the Sardar persisted in believing
that you were not innocent, and actuated the voters against you, how
can you make that a cause of serious grievance? These things will
happen in public life. Do we not often suspect the bona fides even of
our companions and act upon those suspicions? In your letter to Sir
Govindrao, you say that your claims were defeated because of the
allegations against you. Has a public worker any claim to anything?
Had Jawaharlal any claim to the Presidentship of the Congress? He
may even try his level best to get elected, but why should he brood
over his defeat? Would he be justified in making that a cause of
grievance against those who were responsible for his defeat? And yet
isit not this that you are doing, or is there anything more?

But Sardar Vallabhabahi has generously come forward to
submit to an inquiry into your charge. Y ou resent this offer and make
that an additional grievance. What he believes about you he has

' Justice Govindrao Madgaonkar of Bombay High court
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frankly told you and he undertakes to give the grounds of his belief
to any impartial judge. He tells you and the public that he never asked
anyone to vote against you, and challenges you to prove the contrary.
What more can he do? That you have failed to be elected is surely
nobody’s fault, not even yours. Bombay is not the Bombay
Presidency. If you have the ambition of leading Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Gujarat, the field is still open to you. The golden way
is through utterly selfless service, surely, not through a baseless and
hysterical agitation for which you must be held responsible.

The target of this agitation remains unharmed. The Sardar has
no parliamentary ambition. He has no ambition for leadership either.
Nature has endowed him with certain qualities and he uses them. You
won't find him going to the Press and complaining if he loses hold on
the populace. Therefore, why won’t you see and realize that in the
end you will be the only loser? Therefore, take the inquiry and let the
judge or judges go into the whole matter, and if you do not want it,
then bravely and hounourably declare that you had not weighed and
valued things properly, and that now you see quite clearly that Sardar
Vallabhbhai had nothing to do with your defeat. For, that is so far as |
can see, the whole of your allegation. | think | told you in the course
of our conversation that if you convince me that Sardar had poisoned
the minds of the voters against you, | for one would cease to have the
intimate public connection that | have with him. He has told me
repeatedly what he has said in his statement* which, as | say, was made
at my instance.

You will regard this letter as coming from a friend who wishes
well to you.

Yours sincerely,

A.l.C.C. File No. 747-A, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memoria Museum and
Library.

' Vide “Livery of Freedom”, 31-7-1937
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57. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

WARDHA,
July 17, 1937
BHAI VALLABHABHAI,

Y ou are needlessly making yourself unhappy or getting angry.
It was but proper that your statement regarding the Nariman affair
should have been issued immediately. What more can we expect from
members of the Working Committee beside the resolution' it has
passed? If malicious attacks continue to be made, what can we do
about them? And who but Nariman will suffer in the end? Yes, | can
see that a lot of people will suffer if we submit to rowdyism. But
neither you nor anybody elseis likely to submit to it. | am enclosing a

copy of my letter? to Nariman and a copy of Sir Govindrao’s.

Don't lose patience or your peace of mind.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Guijarati]
Bapuna patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 205.
58. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI
July 17, 1937

CHI. NARANDAS,

| got your letter. Your programme for the annual birth day
celebration is becoming quite strenuous. It seems all right to me. Why
don’t you prepare in this connection a small booklet, something like
“ Khadishastra Praveshika”? Something of that sort needs to be
done. My note® is given below the pamphlet.

| am arranging to send Rameshwari Nehru to Rajkot. | shall be
able to let you know in afew days whether or not she will go. Sheis

' Dated March 17, 1937, which read: * Had the Working COmmittee found any
reason to believe that the election had been influenced by improper conduct on the
part of anybody or that the [election] was made under any undue pressure from Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel as alleged, it would have certainly ordered fresh election.” (The
Bombay Chronicle, 3-11-1937).

? Vide the preceding item.

® Vide “Note on Rentia Jayanti Celebration”, 17-7-1937
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the wife of the Accountant-General of the Postal Department of the
Punjab and daughter of Raja Narendranath. She is a very efficient
lady. She had toured Travancore during the Harijan agitation there
and was a member of the Sarda Committee. Sheis alearned lady.

| am sending with this aletter form Prema.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]
Can | now use your servicesif | require them for work outside?
BAPU

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./Il. Also C.W. 8531. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

59. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

July 17, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

| had written* to you, without consulting her, that Shanta would
be typing. | had a long talk with her yesterday, during which this
matter also was discussed. She said she would like to go herself and do
the typing there and spend a day with you. | liked this very much. She
will, therefore, walk the distance on Monday morning. She will reach
there at about 8 a.m. Give her lunch there. She keeps indifferent
health. Please, therefore, don't give her too many rotlis or too much
bread. Give her milk, curds, jaggery, vegetable and some fruit. You
may give her a slice of bread or a khakhri, unless she herself asks for
more. And also talk to her alittle. She is unhappy these days. That is
why | engaged her in atalk while walking yesterday.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11532.

* Vide “Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 15-7-1937
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60. LETTER TO SARASWATI

July 17, 1937

CHI. SARASWATI,

| have your letter. Look after Amtul Salaam well and learn
Hindi and Urdu from her. Will Paparamma never write to me? Bais
improving. Do you ever write to Lakshmi? A soon as you become a
good student you will be permitted to come to me.

Consult Amtul Salaam if you find it difficult to read and follow
this letter.
Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 6161. Also C.W. 3434. Courtesy:
Kantilal Gandhi.

61. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

July 17, 1937

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

| have had your first letter from Trivandrum. | have already
written to you. Have good rest but follow the doctor’s instructions
regarding diet. Give up worrying and do not insist on washing your
own clothes, and so on. Accept humbly whatever services you require.

Bais getting better. Kusum and Lilavati have by turns the duty
of fanning me. From today Ba, too has started doing something or
other.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 385.

62. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA

July 18, 1937

DEAR KUMARAPPA,

Sankaran Nair was in the Maganwadi school and he was ailing.
Expenses were incurred for medical attendance, medicine and food.
For these there is a bill outstanding. He is now in the tannery. He has
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got Rs. 10 from Ramachandran. He says he should be excused the rest
of the payment. What do you say?

BAPU
From a photostat: G. N. 10124

63. LETTER TO KANU GANDHI

July 18, 1937

CHI. KANU,

If it is necessary for you to cook your meals there, you may
certainly do so. However, if you can arrange your programme as
before, that will not be necessary. In any case don’t be carel ess about
food. We will talk further when you go over here. Learn typing as
quickly as possible.

Blessings from

BAPU
From amicrofilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./I1.
64. LETTER TO MAHADEV DEXAI
SEGAON,
July 18, 1937

CHI. MAHADEYV,

Did you get a copy of Nariman'’s letter? For since | had given
you no time the day before yesterday, | thought I might send you
one. Shanta will go there today. Keep her as long as she wishes and
get full work out of her.*

I will try to send the post from here by 2 o’ clock.

I have gone through The Sentinel.

Y ou may send back Shanta when you think proper. She seems
to me to be as pure as a pearl. She has the passport.

| don’t mind your having kept back the letter to Anandpriya,
though it was not necessary to do so. My method of handling such

mattersis different. Now we will think about the subject only after we
have heard from Vallabhbhai. Let the doctor fetch the instrument for

' Vide also“Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 17-7-1937
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measuring blood-pressure. Let him examine mine. | have made no
changesin your article* .

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11533

65. LETTER TO G. D. BIRLA

July 18, 1937

BHAI GHANSHYAMDAS,

| read all your letters with good care. | had no time to write nor
had | any inclination. What could | write? The situation was changing
and developing every moment. It did not seem proper to write
anything in such circumstances. It was imperative to write to others so
that their replies could weigh with me as far as possible. | cannot
specify the impression your letters made on me. But | can assert that
the letters received from there did not influence me as much as
happenings here. It may be said that my condition was like that of a
woman in labour. She cannot give expression to all the turmoil taking
place within her. Now we know all that happened. Let me state this
much that whatever Jawaharlal said and did in the Working Committee
was marvellous. Even otherwise he held a high place in my esteem but
now he has risen still higher. The beauty of itisthat it is so in spite of
our continuing difference of opinion.

The real difficulty starts now. It is good that the future depends
upon our strength, truth, courage, firmness, hard work and duty. What
you are doing is right. Let the authorities there understand that there
is no ‘padding’ in the decision of the Working Committee. Every
word is significant and everything will be acted upon. After all, what
has been done has been done in the name of God, with the utmost
faith in Him. | hope you are well. Remain so.

Blessings from
BAPU

From the Hindi original: C.W. 7984. Courtesy : G.D. Birla

! “Weekly Letter” published in Harijan 24-7-1937.
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66. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

SEGAON,
July 19, 1937

BHAI VALLABHABHALI,

The suggestion to fix the salary* at Rs. 500 is worth thinking
over seriously. | can’t understand house-rent allowance in addition to
Rs. 500 and the distinction between Personal Assistant and Secretary.
But if you hold different views, please let me know.

Y ou must be observing that | am attending to Nariman. You
should now leave everything to me. | am in no hurry to make a public
statement. Don’t get upset.

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]
DAHYABHAI,
Forward this letter immediately to Father wherever heis.
[From Guijarati]

Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 206.

67. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

[July 19, 1937]?
CHI. MAHADEV,

Send a copy each of this to Rg&, Rajendra Babu, Govind
Valabh!, Khare® Kher® and Vishvanathdas’ Let Jawahar and

' The Congress Working Committee meeting held at Wardha from March 15 to
22 had passed the following resolution: “Apart from free provision to be made by the
State for residence and conveyance, the salaries of Ministers, Speakers and Advocate-
Generals shall not exceed Rs. 500 per month, as laid down in the Karachi Resolution
on Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme.” For the Karachi Resolution,

2 From the S.N. Register

% C.Rajagopalachari, Premier of Madras

* Govind Vallabh Pant, Premier of the United Provinces

® Dr. N. B. Kher, Premier of the Central Provinces

® B.G. Kher, Premier of Bombay.

" The Premier of Orissa
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Vallabhbhai also get a copy each. Tell them that it is an advance copy.
If they wish they can get it cancelled by sending awire. Y ou may,
however, send the article' to Poona assuming that it will not be
cancelled. If any of them wishes to send a wire after Wednesday, he
should do so directly to Chandrashanker? at Poona. Give them the
Poona address.

BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11541

68. LETTER TO WANDA DYNOWSKA

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 20, 1937

DEAR UMA,

| was glad to have your descriptive letter. | hope you are
keeping sound health during your wandering. Y ou will come when
you like and stay in Segaon as long as you feel happy.

Love

BAPU

SHRI UMADEVI
C/OSHRI M. FRYDMAN
MY SORE ROAD, BANGALORE CITY

From a photostat: G.N. 1200. Also C.W. 5094. Courtesy: Wanda Dynowska.

69. LETTER TO MAURICE FRYDMAN
July 20, 1937

DEAR FRYDMAN?,

So you have taken sannyasa. Were you not a sannyasi even
when you came to Segaon? But | understand what you mean. May
God fulfil your am of utterly selfless service of the most
downtrodden. Come whenever the spirit moves you.

Love.

BAPU

From a photostat: G.N. 1199. Also C.W. 5095. Courtesy: Wanda Dynowska

» Vide “The Fundamental Difference”, 24-7-1937
? Chandrashanker Shukla who was editing Harijanbandhu.
® A Polish engineer who had visited Segaon on June 25, 1936
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70. LETTER TO SHANKERRAO DEO

July 20, 1937

MY DEAR DEO,

I have now heard from Shri Kelkar. He has forgotten to return
the cutting which | had sent him.* |, therefore send my reply from
memory.

About Shri Savarkar, | did refuse to sign the memorial for, as |
told those who came to me, it was wholly unnecessary as Shri Savarkar
was bound to be released after the coming into force of the new Act,
no matter who the Ministers were. And that is what has happened. The
Savarkar Brothers, at least, know that whatever the differences between
us as to certain fundamentals, | could never contemplate with
equanimity their incarceration.

Perhaps, Dr. Savarkar* will bear me out when | say that | did
whaever was in my power after my own way to secure their release.
And the barrister will perhaps recall the pleasant relations that existed
between us when we met for the first time in London and how, when
nobody was forthcoming, | presided at the meeting that was held in
his honour in London.

As to my relations with the late Lokamanya Tilak, our
defferences were well known and yet we were on the friendliest terms.
After all, you, Gangadharrao Deshpande and others who know me
would perhaps testify that | yield to no one in my regard to
L okamanya for his burning patriotism, his fearlessness, his magnetic
personality and his great learning.

As to office acceptance, | have not retraced my steps. | have no
repentance for the advice | gave in 1920 to boycott the Legislatures. |
have not a shadow of doubt that the abstention of the Congress
deprived them of the false halo of glory which they had acquired. In
now strongly advising the Congress to send its representatives to the
Legislatures and even to accept office | have responded to the wholly
new circumstances that have since come into being. | have never made
afetish of foolish consistency.

* Vide “Letter to Shankarrao Deo”, 15-7-1937
2 Brother of V. D. Savarkar
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Whilst you are at liberty to publish this letter, my personal
inclination is that | should suffer in silence the cruel misinterpretation
that Shri Kelkar has given of my motives and attitude.

The Bombay Chronicle. 27-7-1937

71. LETTER TO J.C. KUMARAPPA

July 20, 1937

MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,
| ought to have talked to you about Bhagwandas of Kalpi. | told
him not to return unless | wrote to him. Do you want him? He seems
to be no good as ateacher. Please tell me what you will have me to do.
Meanwhile | am telling him not to come in answer to a letter just
received.
Yours sincerely,
BAPU
From a photostat: G.N. 10125.

72. LETTER TO PREMABEHN KANTAK

July 20, 1937

CHI. PREMA,
How useless? | got your letter of the 16th today, the 20th, at 11.
It is ekadashi today. How can | send my blessings so that they should
reach you on the dashami? Y ou must have got my previous letter.
What shall | say to you? Y ou have my blessings, of course. Continue
to grow and be victorious.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 10392. Also C.W. 6831. Courtesy:
Premabehn Kantak

! The addressee’ s birthday was on July 17, 1937, the 10th day (dashami) of the
bright half of Ashadh.
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73. LETTER TO MANILAL AND SUSHILA GANDHI

July 20, 1937

CHI. MANILAL-SUSHILA,

| sent one letter for you with Mr. Kallenbach. | didn’t have your
letters before me when | wrote it. If what you write about Omar Sheth*
istrue, it is asad chapter of hislife. If you think it would be proper
for me to write about the matter. | might do so. Do you wish that |
should write?

Ramdas has not gone there of his own accord. | urged him to
go. He didn’'t keep good health here in spite of all his efforts, and so
Nimu suggested that | should send him to South Africa. | accordingly
made the suggestion to him. The expenses were borne by Mr.
Kallenbach. | have even told Ramdas that if he wishes he might stay
there as long as it might be necessary just for the sake of his health.
Let us see what happens now. Sita’s® letter was a good one. That
doesn’t mean, however, that she should forget Gujarati.

If Sushila, or both of you, can come over, | would be happy. But
certainly not at the cost of the work there. Now that Ramdas has gone
there, you may think what can be done.

About the Phoenix Trust, Mr. Kallenbach will explain. He
himself intends to come here again in November.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 4866

74. LETTER TO STA GANDHI
July 20, 1937

CHI. SITA,

Y our English letter was very good indeed. Won't you write an
equally good one in Gujarati? Or is it that you don’t know at all how
to write Gujarati? Whatever that be, now that you have started, keep

' Omar Zaveri of Pretoria
2 Addressee’s daughter; vide also the following item.
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writing to me from time to time. Y ou can also describe the things you
are doing there.*
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 4867

75. LETTERTO L. R. DACHA

July 20, 1937
BHAI DACHA,

Mahadevbhai has given me your letter. Deviji also had spoken
to me. Malkaniji is not likely to show partiality to anybody. He is a
dedicated worker who servesin a spirit of self-sacrifice. Now serve
there with a quiet mind.

Blessings from
M. K.GANDHI
SHRIL. R. DACHA
SOCIAL WORKER
3229 LINGAMPALLY
HYDERABAD
From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 4743. Courtesy: L. R. Dacha

76. LETTERTO D. B. KALELKAR

July 20, 1937
CHI. KAKA,

| got your note only yesterday. It was undated. It must have
been written before you got my letter.

| am enclosing my opinion for Tandonji’s benefit
| have not yet been able to read today’s article.

| have forgotten what it was about Sholapur. You may reply at
any rate. Let the thing take its own course. | can’'t recollect anything.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 7703

Vide also the preceding item.
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77. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

July 20, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

I am sending today a good deal of material for Harijan. If you
have not sent a wire to Kher, send one as follows—and if you have
already sent, send arevision: “Received yours and Guzarilal’s letter.
His objection seems unsurmountable. Take all assistance from him.
Suggest keeping office vacant taking labour portfolio yourself.
Bapu.”*

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

Prepare an envelope for Kallenbach there. | don’t remember the
address.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 11534

78. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

July 20, 1937
CHI. MAHADEV,

Herewith the mail. From your note | can’'t decide what should
be done at the moment. We shall see later. As | have already sent
[most of] the material today, it was not possible to send this early. |
could have sent two articles by 1 o' clock. But Kanu told me that the
papers for Harijan would be sent later in the evening. I, therefore,
went on writing till 3 p.m.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat o the Gujarati: S. N. 11535

" In the source, the telegram is in English.

54 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI



79. LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 21, 1937

CHI. KANTI,

| read both your letters. You were keeping in touch with Amtul
Salaam even in Bombay. | have seen in your letters, too, that you are
still clinging to her. But | don't think there is anything wrong in that.
In the beginning, of course, you made a mistake in showering
thoughtless love on her, but there was no impurity even in that. Y ou
shouldn’t, therefoe, completely break off your relation with her. But
thereis no need at all for you to let her come to Bangal ore, not even
by way of atonement. There is a no need for any atonement. You are
right in saying that she is a child. My advice now is that you yourself
should write directly to her and tell her that | had asked your opinion;
and that it was foolishness on your part to have shown such excessive
love. You may tell her that her coming to Bangalore would not benefit
either of you in any way, that on the contrary it would upset you, etc.
Write afairly long and affectionate letter. | will manage the rest.
Don’t worry about her being hurt. Keep writing to her, but only
postcards. Don’t mind expense on a postcard every week. She has
asked me to send her your letters to me. | will not send to the one
about her, but will send the other one in which you have described
your discussion with the Christian. | will use my discretion every time.
I will thus satisfy her. Try to bear with her having gone to
Trivandrum. Your admiration for her had its root in a beautiful
sentiment. Her sacrifice is beyond description. Poor girl, she lacks
intelligence and has bad health. If her health improves and she gets
strong, | hope to take much work from her. Don’t cut her off
completely, but don't think from this, either, that deep in my heart |
want you to permit her to go to Bangalore. | fully endorse your
decision on that point. | am sending this reply by return of post.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7327. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

Vide also “Letter to Amtussalaam”, 27-7-1937
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80. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 22, 1937

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

Maulana Saheb stopped for a day in Wardha and we had along
chat. He showed me the draft agreement between Muslim League
members of the Assembly and the Congress members.* | thought it
was a good document. But he told me that whilst you liked it,
Tandonji did not. | have written to the latter about it as the Maulana
suggested | should. What is the objection?

The Rs. 500 salary with big house and car allowances is being
severely criticized.? The more | think of it, the more | didike this
extravagant beginning. | talked about this, too, to the Maulana.

How is Indu?
Love.
BAPU

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Also A Bunch of Old Letters, p. 236.

81. LETTER TO VALLABHABHAI PATEL

July 22, 1937

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

A word seems to be missing in Thakkar Bapa's award.®* Have
you gone through it? If the missing words don’t affect the sense, |
think that according to Bapa's award the Municipality is bound to
retain 185 men. However, | am awaiting Dinkarrao’s letter. Let him
get the award interpreted by a lawyer and send the interpretation to
me. There is no question of my being liberal. But if the award means
that 185 men should be retained, how can we at all do anything else? |
should like you to read the award when you get the time. | am
sending a copy with this. | will not hurry you, but you, too, should
avoid needless delay.

» Vide also letter to the addressee, “Letter to Jawaharlal Nehru”, 10-7-1937
2 \/ide also “Letter to Vallabhbhai Patel”, 19-7-1937
® Vide “Letter to Amritlal V. Thakkar”, 5-4-1937
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Has the Nariman issue quietened down?

Blessings from
BAPU
[PS]

It will be enough if you read only the portions underlined by
me on pages 6 and 10 of the award. Think over this. The Municipality
will have to pay Rs. 160 more by way of saaries. If, however, it
retrenches 25 persons, it will have a net saving of 25 x 11=275-
160=115. Is this the meaning of Bapa's decision? If he has not fixed
the number anywhere, wouldn’t this be the result?

[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, pp. 206-7.

82. LETTERTO D. B. KALELKAR

July 22, 1937

CHI. KAKA,
| read Shankar’s letter in my present none too good health. |
send with this my reply to it and the copy sent by Bal. Send the | etter
to Bal. You, of course, should read my letters.
| don't feel inclined to involve you in this matter, But if..." is
really what Shankar believes heiis, it is necessary from every point of
view to know the truth.
Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 7696
83. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

WARDHAGANJ,

July 23, 1937
RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR
SUMMERHILL
SIMLA
AWAITING YOU MONDAY. LOVE.

BAPU

From the original: C.W. 3797. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6953
! The name has been omitted.
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84. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

SEGAON,
July 23, 1937

BELOVED DAUGHTER,'

| got your letter. For the present stay on there. Complete one
month. We will think afterwards. Y ou can stitch clothes for Harijans.
There is enough to do there. But do only as much as you can stand.

If Saraswati really wishes to come and Ramachandran aso
approves of it, | should certainly like her to come. She can gain
practical experience here. If Ramachandran agrees, let me know what
she wishes.

| have written to Bari about the Rs. 1,000 and told him that if he
intends to give the sum he should give it unconditionally.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 386.

85. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI

July 23, 1937

| got your letter. Y ou know my opinion about you. Y ou never
undertake any task beyond your capacity, and as you are
straightforward you bring credit to whatever you undertake. But in the
sphere of what is known as politics, it is not the fittest men who are
appointed to do particular jobs. No leader can satisfy that criterion.
Y ou should realize this and bear with what is happening. | would
expect even more from you. Y ou shouldn’t even think about such
things. One may accept whatever is offered to one, provided it is
within one’s capacity, and never grieve over something not being
offered. When one has no other aim except service, where is the room
for ambition? And you are all out for service. But since you have
been overcome by ignorance, listen to me. Y ou have reached your
present position through sheer merit. And the service you are doing
now is not small in any way. Y ou may become a Mayor and enter the
All-Indiafield if you can through worthy efforts. For becoming a

! The superscription and the subscription are in Urdu.
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Minister, as the saying goes, his berries will be sold who knows how to
shout. God knows why, but all over the world people pine for such
positions. Since from among the many candidates only a few can be
selected, does it not follow that only those will be selected who have to
included? However, let your candidature be made known in a polite
way. Please understand the meaning of the word “polite” here. One
must observe the utmost delicacy when suggesting oneself as a
candidate in such a matter. If the limit is crossed, one will invite
humiliation. The best claim. to candidature, of course, is silent service
and unrivalled fitness. Calm down. Don’t take the matter to heart.

[From Gujarati]

Bapuni Prasadi, pp. 165-6.

86. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

July 23, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

Rajkumari is arriving on Monday by the 11.35 train. Read the
accompanying letter. | believe Jamnalalji will not be there at the time.
You will, of course, go to receive her. Do what is needed. She will stay
for two days.

| have talked to Anna about Devraj* . He will write to him. | am
not very hopeful.

Shankerlal may come tomorrow at 8, or whenever he wishes to
come.

Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 11537

87. LETTER TO ANASUYABEHN SARABHAI

July 23, 1937

CHI. ANASUYABEHN,

Come when you can. September is also agood time. | will tell
Shankerlal about the shawl.

Blessings from

BAPU
From the Gujarati original: S. N. 32814

! Gandhiji's typist.
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88. LETTER TO SARASWATI

July 23, 1937

CHI. SARASWATI,

| have your letter. Yes, you may certainly come over here if
Ramachandran, Paparamma, Father and Kanti approve of it. On my
part, | shall love to have you here'.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 6162. Also C.W. 3435. Courtesy:
Kantilal Gandhi

89. THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCE

It is necessary to contemplate for a moment the fundamental
difference between the old and the new order. In order fully to realize
it we must try to forget for the moment the crushing limitations of the
Act. Seeing that the Congress has gone to the farthest limit and has
accepted office, let every Congressman note the power it has taken.
Whereas formerly the Ministers were amenable to the control of the
Governors, now they are under the control of the Congress. They are
responsible to the Congress. They owe their status to the Congress.
The Governors and the Civil Service though irremovable are yet
answerable to the Ministers. The Ministers have effective control over
them up to a point. That point enables them to consolidate the power
of the Congress, i.e., the people. The Ministers have the whip-hand so
long as they act within the four corners of the Act, no matter how
distasteful their actions may be to the Governors. It will be found
upon examination that so long as the people remain non-violent, the
Congress Ministers have enough freedom of action for national
growth.

For effective use of this power, the people have to give hearty
co-operation to the Congress and their Ministers. If the latter do
wrong or they neglect their duty, it is open to any person to complain
to the Secretary of the A.l.C.C. and seek redress. But no one may take
the law into his own hands.

! Vide also “Letter to Amtussalaam”, 23-7-1937
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Congressmen should also realize that there is no other political
party in the field to question the authority of the Congress. For the
other parties have never penetrated the villages. And that is not a work
which can be done in a day. So far therefore, as| can see a vast
opportunity is at the disposal of the Ministersin terms of the Congress
objective of Complete Independence, if only they are honest, selfless,
industrious, vigilant and solicitous for the true welfare of the starving
millions. No doubt, there is great validity in the argument that the Act
has left the Ministers no money to spend for the nation-building
departments. But thisis largely anillusion. | believe with Sir Daniel
Hamilton that labour, and not metal, is real money. Paper backed by
labour is as good as, if not better than, paper backed by gold. Here are
the sentiments of an English financier* who has held high office in
India:

The worst legacy we have left to India is a high-grade Service. What has
been done cannot be undone. | should now start something independent.
Whatever is being done today with ‘money motive' should in future be based
on ‘service motive' . Why should teachers and doctors be paid high salaries?
Why cannot most of the work be done on a co-operative basis? Why should
you worry about capital when there are seven hundred million hands to toil?
If things are done on a co-operative basis, which in other words is modified
socialism, money would not be needed, at least not in large quantity.

| find this verified in little Segaon. The four hundred adults of
Segaon can easily put ten thousand rupees annually into their pockets
if only they would work as | ask them. But they won't. They lack co-
operation, they do not know the art of intelligent labour, they refuse
to learn anything new. Untouchability blocks the way. If someone
presented them with one lakh of rupees, they would not turn it to
account. They are not responsible for this state of affairs. We the
middle class are. What is true of Segaon is true of other villages. They
will respond by patient effort as they are responding in Segaon
though ever so dowly. The State, however, can do much in this
direction with out having to spend a single pie extra. The State
officials can be utilized for serving the people instead of harassing
them. The villagers may not be coerced into doing anything. They
can be educated to do things which enrich them morally, mentally,
physically and economically.

Harijan, 24-7-1937
' Sir George Schuster
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90. A KHADI JOURNAL

For the past four years monthly journal has been issued in
Wardha called Maharashtra Khadi Patrika. 1t has from month to
month registered the progress of khadi in Maharashtra. It has hitherto
been issued in Marathi. But its usefulness and the inclusion of
Mahakoshal in the sphere of the Maharashtra Branch of the A.l.S.A.
have necessitated conversion of the journal into Hindi. The first
number is before me. The journal is arecord of the great progress
khadi has made under the very able guidance of Shri Jajuji assisted as
he is by a devoted band of workers. The price of the journal is only
Re. 1 per year, a single copy being 11/2 as. It has no advertisements. It
has no padding. It contains an unvarnished and faithful account of the
progress of khadi within the jurisdiction of the Maharashtra Branch.
The work touches the social and economic life of the people who are
engaged in it. For the week, | wish to draw attention to a great
experiment the branch is making in enabling spinning to yield a wage
equal to any in the villages. Three annas per day was the minimum
accepted provisionally and in the transition stage instead of eight
annas minimum | have aimed at. If the buying public were to give
intelligent and patriotic help, the objective can be achieved sooner
than expected. The present experiment is one of increasing wages by
inducing the spinners to do their own carding. The result has been
most gratifying. Sixteen workers spun for two weeks slivers carded for
them and after being taught carding for one month they spun their
own slivers. The result was that in the place of 161 chhatanks', they
spun in the same period 198, the average count increased from 14 to
18, the test from 55 to 59, their earnings from Rs. 12-4-0 to Rs. 24-0-
3. Thisis astriking example of how with intelligence and application
earnings can even be doubled.

Harijan, 24-7-1937

! One-sixteenth of a seer
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91. LETTERTO K.M. MUNSHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 24, 1937
BHAI MUNSHI,
| got your letter. How can you expect any mercy from me? |
can't approve of your princely salaries and additional princely house-
rent allowances and conveyance allowances. Moreover, you will draw
your salary at one rate and your secretary at another and lower rate,
though both of you are guests of the same family. Why such
distinctions under the Congress flag? When Vijayaraghavachari was
President, Motilalji was secretary. If we were paying salaries, would we
have paid lessto Motilalji? To methisislike afly in the very first
morsel.
Take care of your health. Don't let there be unpleasantness
among yourselves. Overcome co-workers' anger with forbearance.
Blessings to you both from
BAPU
From Gujarati: C.W. 7618. Courtesy: K. M. Munshi

92. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

[On or after July 24, 1937]*

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,
Your letter.

| liked your statement about salaries. Apart from my
convenience | do think that Wardha is the best and the quietest place
for W[orking] C[ommittee] meetings.

I am in constant correspondence with Nariman®. His latest is a
marvellous piece of impudence. Y ou will see my two last letters to
him. M. will send you copies.® If he does not accept my proposal, |

'From the reference to the addressee’ s “ statement about salaries”, presumably
of public servants, which was issued on July 24, 1937; vide Selected Works of
Jawaharlal Nehru, Vol. 8, pp. 284-6.

% K. F Nariman, President, Bombay Provincial Congress Committee.

3Vide “Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 2-8-1937
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shall issue my statement*. Therein | propose to tell him that you could
have no objection to publishing the whole of the correspondence
between the W. C. and him. Y ou too will have to make a statement.
Y ours may follow mine if the latter becomes inevitable.

| am trying to find time for writing about Essay on Hindi.
Love.
BAPU

From the original Gandhi-Nehru Papers. Courtesy Nehru Memorial Museum
and Library

93. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 24/25, 1937

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

| have been handling the Nariman affair according to my lights.
Y ou should now forget all about the matter. Ignore all attacks. Surely
you don't care for fame, do you? And you don't have to get your son
or daughter married. "Let him malign who will, let another bow and
let still another say what he will."

Now about Anandpriya.® | don't mean anything more than that
in such matters your approach differs from mine. Who can say which
approach is better? We can't compare them even on the basis of the
results. Even if my approach does not produce the desired result or
produces a seemingly contrary result, | wouldn't give it up. Nor would
you give up yours. Thisis amatter of the heart. Isn't it but natural that
everybody should follow hisown? | don't expect him to improve
through my letter.

Blessings from

BAPU
[PS]
Now this. My health is good. | only need alittle rest which | am
taking.
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11560

! Vide “Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 2-8-1937

% Jawaharlal Nehru wrote an essay entitled “ The Question of Languages” for the
Congress Political and Economic Studies Series. For extracts from it and Gandhiji’s
foreword dated August 3, 1937,

® Vide "Letter to Mahadev Desai", 18-7-1937
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94. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

July 25, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

| got the post at 3.15. Janba had come earlier but had not
brought the post. Now do what you can. | will comply with your
request that | should observe silence. | feel much better.

Read my letter to Shanta. Think over it and cancel the passage if
you wish. Personally that iswhat | desire. | would of course agree. . .*
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11538

95. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

July 26, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

If Shanta ultimately decides to stay on, look after her needs.
Make her proficient in the daily chores. See that she does not exert
herself beyond her strength. Let her have sufficient fruit. Make her sit
with you for meals. Fix a salary for her. See that she goes out for
regular walks.

Give Kanu plenty of work. Let him learn typing. Give him
English typing to do. Take work from Chhotelal, too.

Get the money soon. The present stock will run out in afew
days.
| am bringing Balkrishna here today.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11539

" A word isillegible in the source.
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96. LETTER TO M.N. ROY

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 27, 1937

DEAR FRIEND,
| entirely agree with you that every Congressman should
fearlessly express the opinion he holds after due deliberation. Y ou ask
me how you can best serve the Congress. Since you are new to the
organization, | should say you would serve it best by mute service.

Yours sincerely,
SHRI M. N. ROY
"INDEPENDENT INDIA"
BOMBAY 4

Police Commissioner's Office File No. 3001/H, p.23. Courtesy: Government
of Maharashtra

97. LETTER TO LORD LINLITHGOW

July 27, 1937

DEAR FRIEND,
| thank you for your kind letter* .

| had for some time intended to ask for an appointment to
discuss the possibility of lifting the ban on Khan Saheb Abdul
Ghaffar Khan's entry into the Frontier Province and of my visiting
that Province. Of course thereis no bar against me but | had no
intention of going there except with the approval of the authorities.

Y our letter is therefore doubly welcome. | assume that there
would be no objection to my discussing these two points at our
meeting. | shall gladly report myself at Viceroy's House, New Delhi,
on 4th August next at 11.30 a.m.

| remain,
Yours sincerely,
M.K. GANDHI

From a Copy: C.W. 7889. Courtesy: G.D. Birla. Also In the Shadow of the
Mahatma, pp. 235-6

" In his Letter dated July 23, the addressee had invited Gandhiji to meet him at
Delhi. After his Assam tour, the Viceroy was passing through Delhi en route to Simla.
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98. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

July 27, 1937

CHI. MIRA,

| have not been able to overtake your letters. Appointments and
Harijan writing overwhelm me. Here is Nanda Babu's opinion* .

Balkrishna was brought here this morning. He has been having
fever. He has decided traces in hisright lung. Dr. Batra who is just
now living with me suggested his being brought here. He cheerfully
consented and is now housed in Jamnalalji's new cottage. It is quite
fine.

Rajkumari came in today. She goes back on 28th and returns on
6th. Rameshwari is still here. So every inch of space is occupied.

| hope you are making steady progress.

After all Shanta is not going. Her mother having learnt of her
preparations sends an airmail letter saying she is not wanted by her.
Therefore the passage is being cancelled. She is helping Mahadev and
sheisavery great help to him, Radhakisan having gone for good.

Love to you and Subhas.

BAPU
[PS]
Remember me to the Dharmavirs.
From the original: C.W. 6394. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9860
99. LETTER TO K.F. NARIMAN
July 27, 1937

MY DEAR NARIMAN,
| got your letter yesterday. | write the reply today, but too late
for today's post.

If you trust me, here is my suggestion. Let there be a definite
reference drawn by you. | shall show it to the Sardar; and, if he
approves, | shall ask Sir Govindrao to take evidence on it and give his
decision. The inquiry should be private. | feel that the charge of
Sardar having influenced the votersis inevitable. For it he did not use

! Vide footnote 2, “Letter to Mirabehn”,10-7-1937

VOL.72:6JULY, 1937 - 20 FEBRUARY, 1938 67



his opinion of you against your election. There will be nothing for
any judge to go upon so, whilst Sardar will have to give grounds for
his opinion, you will have to prove that he used his opinion to
influence the voters.

Asfor agitation, | see that you do not disapprove of it. In my
opinion it amounts to coercion. Is there any obligation on the part of
any leader to take a particular colleague into his Cabinet? Whatever
the public may say or do, | tell you that you are estranging your real
friends from you by your permitting the agitation to continue asit is
doing. If you have accepted the Working Committee's judgment, you
have to say so and acquit the Sardar of any complicity. If you have
not, and | think you have not, you have to prove your charge against
the Sardar. But when he offers to appear before a judge of joint
choice, you are in honour bound to stop the agitation which hurts you
. and you only. Please do not think me prejudiced against you
because | write to you frankly. My frankness is a test of my good
wishes.

| daily receive letters asking me to intervene and give my
opinion in public. | am referring my correspondents to you telling
them that so far as | am concerned, they have access to all my letters
to you. But | do not wish to say anything to the Press at this stage
unless you want me.

| hope my letter is clear to you.

Y ou have chosen an unfortunate illustration in Dr. Rajan’s case.
He carried on or continued no agitation. He meekly submitted to the
adverst verdict.

Yours, etc.,
A.1.C.C. File No. 747-A 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

100. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
July 27, 1937

CHI. MAHADEYV,

| have been at this since morning. | have not slept for more than
half an hour since five. | have just finished revising the article and
have completed it. |, therefore, could’t send Janba earlier. | see that on
Mondays the typing should be done here. We must have two
typewriters.
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| can't attend to the other work today. Send the following wire
to Rgjqji:

Premier Rajagopal achari, Madras. Suggest referring Meherally’s
speech* to President for instructions. Bapu.

Rajkumari is here just now.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S. N. 11540.

101. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

July 27, 1937

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

| got your letter today and Kanti’s, too. | had asked him if he
would approve of your going there and also informed him that | was
forwarding his letters to you. He writes that he would not like your
going to Bangalore, and he does not wish his |etters to be passed on to
you. He says: “She may well pray that | may yet again develop filial
love towards her but thisis not the case. | bear no more love towards
her than what | bear towards the other womenfolk of the Ashram.”
Hence | will not be able to let you go there, though | had wanted you
to do so on your way back to the Ashram. Do not take Kanti’'s
decision to heart. | shall convey to you the news of his wellbeing. By
all means go to Bombay if necessary, for Baqui. It might even be
necessary to go in order to look after Mother. It is possible that your
short stay there might prove helpful to your brothers. Do stay there
for at least a month.?

Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostate of the Hindi: G.N. 387

! Vide “Letter to Sampurnanand”, 27-7-1937
2 \lide al'so “Letter to Kantilal Gandhi,”, 21-7-1937
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102. LETTER TO SAMPURNANAND

July 27, 1937

BHAI SAMPURNANAND,

| had taken your book* to Tithal, and had started reading it
there. | finished it last Saturday, i.e., on July 24. | used to read it
whenever | had a few minutes to spare. | have read it carefully from
cover to cover. | liked the book, the language is sweet but it might also
be regarded a bit difficult for those totally unacquainted with Sanskrit.
The glossary of English-Hindi and Hindi-English equivalents given at
the end is useful for the student. It is laudable that arguments in
favour of socialism have been put forward without any disparagement
of others.

| have no difficulty in accepting almost al the principles of
socialism propounded in the book. | have also read with care the
book? by Jayaprakash. Can there possibly be any difference between
his interpretation and yours? Neither in your book nor in hisdo I find
aclear idea how the ultimate revolution in India will be brought
about. This | could not understand even after discussing it with many
others. Only the day before yesterday areport of Meherally’s Madras
speech came into my hands and | went through it® . It explains fully
what the socialists are doing. The object isto start arevolt in every
sphere. But arevolt has never been possible without violence. In your
book, however, | find nothing of the kind. Have we or have not we
acquired strength through peaceful ways such as the civil
disobedience or non-violent non-co-operation carried on since 1920?

You say that the principles of sociaism cannot be fully
implemented until we have State power. Supposing, you ask, a
powerful land-owner turned a complete socialist, could he well and
truly act upon his principles? Assuming that he had no punitive
power, could an Indian raja who was a socialist be able to implement
socialism? | recollect your having written that socialism cannot be
practised in its entirety until the whole world turns socialist. Does this
imply that even if we gain complete independence socialism will not

! Samajvad.

> Why Socialism?

% Vide also “Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 27-7-1937., and “ Letter to Jawaharlal
Nehru”, 30-7-1937
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be fully or almost fully implemented? | hope you have understood
my point. The purpose behind this question is only to ascertain how
far it would be possible for me to accept the socialist principles and
the means of their implementation.

Y ou may reply to thisletter at your leisure. | am in no hurry.

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI

From Hindi: C.W. 9940. Courtesy: Kashi Vidyapith.

103. A SILENCE-DAY NOTE

[Before July 28, 1937]*

Surely | can’t do such athing myself? | explain all the steps. We

hold frequent discussions. What more can | do? He can part from me

and do what he likes, but under my supervision he can work only in

this manner. | know that at present we are making the minimum use

of his services but in thislies self-control on our part and his part and

this self-control isa test of our faith that morality is inextricably
linked with our outward activity.

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G. N. 7693

104. LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI

[Before July 28, 1937]?
CHI. KANTI,

Read this letter and preserve it. | have accepted Devdas's
demand. If now any additional expenses are incurred for you, | will
see about them. Send the account also to me. Write a pleasant letter to
Devdas. He must be relieved of worry. | have not decided where | will
get the money from.

Blessings from
BAPU
From a copy of the Gujarati: C.W. 10230. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

! The source bears a note to the effect that this was filed on July 28, 1937.
> The dateisinferred from the contents and the subsequent letter to the
addressee; vide “ Letter to Kantilal Gandhi”
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105. LETTER TO K. F. NARIMAN

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 29, 1937

MY DEAR NARIMAN,
| have just seen your letter to the Press.* Y ou are strange. You

won’t wait even whilst you are in correspondence with me. Y our letter

compels a public statement from me. | want to avoid it if | can.

The Working Committee has never refused to give you a
tribunal. It has told you to frame your charge-sheet before it can
decide whether to give it or not. But, if you like, | am willing to ask
the President to give you atribunal even before you have framed your
charge-sheet. If you do not want me to do so, shall | make a statement
of my impressions that have been made upon me throughout this sad
episode? Please wire your reply? .

| may state that Sardar is here. He is quite willing to join mein
asking the President to give you an independent tribunal.

Yours sincerely,

A.l.C.C. File No. 747-A, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library

106. EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO K. F. NARIMAN

[After July 29, 1937]°

If you do not want an enquiry, please say so without any mental
reservation. To say that others are pressing you to drop the matter has
no meaning. | do not like your statement at all. Y ou do not appear to
realize the harm you are doing. | am as anxious to safeguard your
interests as | am of the Sardar's. If the Sardar is my lieutenant, so are
you. The only difference is that he does not allow himself to be

! Nariman had issued a statement on July 28.

% In Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Vol. |1, P. 239, Narahari Parikh explains: “In
reply to this Nariman said that he found himself in a most difficult position. Great
pressure was being brought to bear on him not to pursue the matter further, and even
those whom he approached as arbitrators in this matter also advised him similarly.”
For Gandhiji’s rejoinder, vide the following item.

® According to the source, this letter was written after Gandhiji had received the
addressee’ s reply to hisletter dated July 29; vide the preceding item.
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prejudiced against me whenever | differ from him or show him his
mistakes. Y ou, however, are impatient when | point out your mistakes.
All the members of the Working Committee are surely not your
enemies. Nevertheless you seem to nurse some grievance against them
all. Finally, and in spite of your distrust, | would like you to believe
me when | say that | am acting in this matter solely as your well-
wisher and friend.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Vol. 11, p. 239.

107. LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July [28/]* 30, 1937

CHI. KANTI,

| got your letter. | have written* to Amtul Salaam as desired by
you. She will certainly be very much hurt, but she ought to know your
state of mind. | will also not send her your letters.

Y ou will not have to ask anything from Devdas. | will look after
it. You won't have to send even the account to Devdas.

| have had no letter from Prabhavati for the last 15 days.
Probably she doesn't write because of the death of her father-in-law.

Rajkumari is here. Kanu has already returned. Radhakrishna has
left for good. But, as we have Shantabehn in his place, the work is
being looked after.

| wrote the above in three instalments spread over three days, for
after writing a few lines before the morning prayer | could hardly get
time during the day to write more.

Belssings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7328. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

' From the last paragraph
2 \ide" Letter to Amtussalaam”, 27-7-1937
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108. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

SEGAON, WARDHA,
July 30, 1937
MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

| hope Mahadev told you vyesterday in addition to
acknowledging your essay on Hindi* that the Viceroy had invited me
to Delhi on the 4th for no special reason but merely to have the
pleasure of meeting him. | replied? saying that he had anticipated me
for | wanted to seek an interview with him about the ban on Khan
Saheb and my desire to visit the Frontier. | am accordingly reaching
Delhi on the 4th. The appointment is for 11.30. Therefore, | hope to

be able to leave the same day, returning to Segaon on the 5th.

But this letter isto send you a copy of Zakir's letter in reply to
my letter giving my reaction to the recent riot in Bombay and the
wretched Hindi-Urdu controversy. | thought that | should share with
you this considered letter.

| do not regard the Jhansi election as arout. It is an honourable
defeat, giving rise to the hope that if we plod away we can effectively
take the Congress message to the Mussalmans. But | still abide by my
opinion that the mere taking of the message unaccompanied by
substantial work in the villages won't answer our purpose in the end.
But it al depends upon the way in which we want to generate power.

Meherally's speech in Madras is an eye-opener for me. | wonder
how far he represents the general socialistic view. Rajaji has sent me a
cutting containing his speech. | hope he has sent a copy to you also. |
call it a bad speech of which you should take notice. Thisis going
contrary to the Congress policy as | read it.

There is also Roy's speech at Madras. | take it, you get all such
cuttings. Nevertheless, for ready reference | enclose the cuttings which
Pyarelal has made for me. Roy has been writing to me, too. You
should see hislatest letter. It will go with thisif | have not destroyed it.
What is your reaction to his attitude? As | have already told you | find
it difficult to understand him.?

» Vide footnote 1, “Letter to Mirabehn”, 10-7-1937
® Vide “Letter to Lord Linlithgow”, 27-7-1937
® Vide also "Letter to M.N. Roy", 27-7-1937
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Your calling khadi 'livery of freedom™ will live as long as we
speak the English language in India. It needs a first-class poet to
translate into Hindi the whole of the thought behind that enchanting
phrase. For me it is not merely poetry but it enunciates a great truth
whose full significance we have yet to grasp.

Love.
BAPU
[PS]
Though the paragraph about Roy's speech follows the one about
Meherally'sit is not to suggest that it is on a par with M's.

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Also A Bunch of Old Letters, pp. 237-8

109. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

July 30, 1937

BHAI VALLABHBHAI,

| wanted to show thisto you, but forgot. It would be better if
you yourself replied to it. Or send for him in person. After you have
done with the letter, send it to Rajaji with your remarks.

Blessings from

BAPU
[From Guijarati]
Bapune Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 208
110. LETTER TO D.B. KALELKAR
July 30, 1937

CHI. KAKA,

| have gone through what you sent with Vora. Nothing else
occurs to me. Clause 11 should come at the end, or Clause 21 should
replace Clause 11 and he latter should become Clause 12. Y ou will
understand this change as soon as you read the draft. | am sending
herewith an essay by Jawaharlal on Hindi. If you can go through it
today, please do so and send your suggestions. Jawaharlal has asked

' Jawaharlal Nehru used this phrase in his appeal to the country to celebrate
August | as'Ministry Day'; vide “Livery of Freedom”, 31-7-1937
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for my comments. | should send them immediately. If you are very
busy and cannot send any suggestions, don't worry. It will suffice if |
get them before you leave tomorrow.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 7702

111. CRITICISM ANSWERED

My article' on Congress Ministries has attracted attention and
evoked criticism. The latter demands an answer.

How can total prohibition be brought about immediately if at
al? By 'immediately' | mean an immediate planned declaration
bringing about total prohibition not later than three years from 14th
July 1937, the date of the taking of office by the first Congress
Ministry. | imagine that it is quite possible to bring it about in two
years. But not being aware of administrative difficulties | put down
three years. | count loss of this revenue as of no account whatsoever.
Prohibition will remain afar cry, if the Congressisto count the costin
amatter of first-class national importance.

Let it be remembered that this drink and drugs revenue is a
form of extremely degrading taxation. All taxation to be healthy must
return tenfold to the tax-payer in the form of necessary services.
Excise makes people pay for their own corruption—-moral, mental and
physical. If falls like a dead weight on those who are |east able to bear
it. Therevenue islargely derived, | believe, from industrial labour
which together with field labour the Congress almost exclusively
represents.

The loss of revenue is only apparent. Removal of this degrading
tax enables the drinkers, i.e., the tax-payer to earn and spend better.
Apart, therefore, from the tremendous gain, it means a substantial
economic gain to the nation.

| put this prohibition in the forefront because its result is
immediate; Congressmen and especially women have bled for it;
national prestige will rise in a manner it cannot by any single act that |
can conceive, and the other five Provinces are highly likely to follow

"Vide “Congress Ministries”, 17-7-1937
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the six. The Mussalman non-Congress Prime Ministers are equally
interested in seeing India sober rather than drunk.

The cry of great expenditure in preventing illicit distillation is
thoughtless where it is not hypocritical. Indiais not America The
American example is a hindrance rather than a help to us. In America
drinking carries no shame with it. It is the fashion there to drink. It
reflects the greatest credit on the determined minority in America that
by sheer force of its moral weight it was able to carry through the
prohibition measure however shortlived it was. | do not regard that
experiment to have been afailure. | do not despair of America once
more returning to it with still greater fervour and better experience in
dealing with it. It may be that if India carries out prohibition it will
hasten the advent of prohibition in America. In no part of the world is
prohibition as easy to carry out asin India for with usitisonly a
minority that drinks. Drinking is generally considered disrespectable.
And there are millions, | believe, who have never known what drink is.

But why should prevention of illicit distillation cost any more
than prevention of other crimes? | should make illicit distillation
heavily punishable and think no more about it. Some of it will go on
perhaps till doomsday as thieving will. | would not set up a special
agency to pry intoillicit distilleries. But | would punish anyone found
drunk though not disorderly (in the legal sense) in streets or other
public places with a substantial fine or alternatively with indeterminate
imprisonment to end when the erring one has earned his or her keep.

This however, is the negative part. Voluntary organizations
especially manned by women will work in the labour areas. They will
visit those who are addicted to drink and try to wean them from the
habit. Employers of labour will be expected by law to provide
cheap,healthy refreshment, reading and entertainment rooms where
the working men can go and find shelter, knowledge, health-giving
food and drink and innocent fun.

Thus prohibition means a type of adult education of the nation
and not merely a closing down of grog shops.

Prohibition should begin by preventing any new shop from
being licensed and closing some that are in danger of becoming a
nuisance to the public. How far the latter is possible without having to
pay heavy compensation | do not know. In any case, generaly,
licences that lapse should not be renewed. No new shops should be
opened on any account. Whatever immediately is possible in law
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should be done without a moment's thought so far as the revenue is
concerned.

But what is the meaning or extent of total prohibition? Total
prohibition is prohibition against sales of intoxicating drinks and
drugs, except under medical prescription by a practitioner licensed for
the purpose and to be purchasable only at Government depots
maintained therefor. Foreign liquors in prescribed quantity may be
imported for the use of Europeans who cannot or will not do without
their drink. These will also be sold in bottles in select areas and under
authorized certificates. Hotels and restaurants will cease to sell
intoxicating drinks.

But what about relief to the peasantry which is oppressed by
excessive taxation, rack-renting, illegal exactions, indebtedness which
can never be fully discharged, illiteracy, superstition and disease,
peculiarly due to pauperism? Of course it comes first in terms of
numbers and economic distress. But the relief of the peasantry is an
elaborate programme and does not admit of wholesale treatment. And
no Congress Ministry that does not handle this universal problem can
exist for ten days. Every Congressman is instinctively interested, if
largely academically, in this problem. He has inherited the legacy
from the birth of the Congress. The distress of the peasantry may be
said to be the raison d'etre of the Congress. There was and is no fear
of this subject being neglected. | fear the same cannot be said of
prohibition. It became an integral part of the Congress programme
only in 1920. In my opinion, the Congress,, now that it isin power,
will put itself morally right only by once for all courageously and
drastically dealing with this devastating evil.

How to solve the problem of education is the problem
unfortunately mixed up with the disapperance of the drink revenues.
No doubt there are ways and means of raising fresh taxation.
Professors Shah and Khambhatta have shown that even this poor
country is capable of raising fresh taxation. Riches have not yet been
sufficiently taxed. In this of all countriesin the world possession of
inordinate wealth by individuals should be held as a crime against
Indian humanity. Therefore the maximum limit of taxation of riches
beyond a certain margin can never be reached. In England, |
understand, they have already gone as far as 70% of the earnings
beyond a prescribed figure. There is no reason why India should not
go to a much higher figure. Why should there not be death duties?
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Those sons of millionaires who are of age and yet inherit their parents
wealth, are losers for the very inheritance. The nation thus becomes a
double loser. For the inheritance should rightly belong to the nation.
And the nation loses again in that the full faculties of the heirs are not
drawn out, being crushed under the load of riches. That death duties
cannot be imposed by provincial Governments does not affect my
argument.

But as a nation we are so backward in education that we cannot
hope to fulfil our obligations to the nation in this respect in a given
time during this generation, if the programme is to depend on money.
I have therefore made bold, even at the risk of losing all reputation for
constructive ability, to suggest that education should be sdlf-
supporting. By education | mean an all-round drawing out of the best
in child and man—-body, mind and spirit. Literacy is not the end of
education nor even the beginning. It is only one of the means
whereby man and woman can be educated. Literacy in itself is no
education. | would therefore begin the child's education by teaching it
a useful handicraft and enabling it to produce from the moment it
begins its training. Thus every school can be made self-supporting,
the condition being that the State takes over the manufactures of these
schools.

| hold that the highest development of the mind and the soul is
possible under such a system of education. Only every handicraft has
to be taught not merely mechanically as is done today but
scientifically, i.e., the child should know the why and the wherefore of
every process. | am not writing this without some confidence, because
it has the backing of experience. This method is being adopted more
or less completely wherever spinning is being taught to workers. |
have myself taught sandal-making and even spinning on these lines
with good results. This method does not exclude a knowledge of
history and such general information by word of mouth. One imparts
ten times as much in this manner as by reading and writing. The signs
of the alphabet may be taught later when the pupil has learnt to
distinguish wheat from chaff and when he has somewhat developed
his or her tastes. Thisis arevolutionary proposal but it saves immense
labour and enables a student to acquire in one year what he may take
much longer learn. This means all-round economy. Of course the
pupil learns mathematics whilst he is learning his handicraft.
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| attach the greatest importance to primary education which
according to my conception should be equal to the present
matriculation less English. If all the collegians were all of a sudden to
forget their knowledge, the loss sustained by the sudden lapse of the
memory of say afew lacs of collegians would be as nothing compared
to the loss that the nation has sustained and is sustaining through the
ocean of darkness that surrounds three hundred millions. The
measure of illiteracy is no adequate measure of the prevailing
ignorance among the millions of villagers.

| would revolutionize college education and relate it to national
necessities. There would be degrees for mechanical and other
engineers. They would be attached to the different industries which
should pay for the training of the graduates they need. Thus the Tatas
would be expected to run a college for training engineers under the
supervision of the State, the mill associations would run among them a
college for training graduates whom they need. Similarly for the other
industries that may be named. Commerce will have its college. There
remain arts, medicine and agriculture. Several private arts colleges are
today self-supporting. The State would, therefore, cease to run its own.
Mecical colleges would be attached to certified hospitals. As they are
popular among monied men they may be expected by voluntary
contributions to support medical colleges. And agricultural colleges to
be worthy of the name must be self-supporting. | have a painful
experience of some agricultural graduates. Their knowledge is
superficial. They lack practical experience. But if they had their
apprenticeship on farms which are self-sustained and answer the
requirements of the country, they would not have to gain experience
after getting their degrees and at the expense of their employers.

Thisis not afanciful picture. If we would but shed our mental
laziness, it would appear to be an eminently reasonable and practical
solution of the problem of education that faces the Congress Ministers
and therefore the Congress. If the declarations recently made on
behalf of the British Government mean what they sound to the ear, the
Ministers have the organizing and organized ability of the Civil
Service at their disposal to execute their policy. The Services have
learnt the art of reducing to practice the policies laid down for them
even by capricious Governors and Viceroys. Let the Ministers lay
down a well-conceived but determined policy, and let the Services
redeem the promise made on their behalf and prove worthy of the salt
they eat.
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There remains the question of teachers. | like Prof. K.T. Shah's
idea expressed in his article elsewhere of conscription being applied to
men and women of learning.' The may be conscripted to give a
number of years, say, five, to the teaching for which they may be
gualified, on a salary not exceeding their maintenance on ascalein
keeping with the economic level of the country. The very high salaries
that the teachers and professors in the higher branches demand must
go. The village teacher has to be replaced by more competent ones.

My Suggestion to turn jails into reformatories to make them
self-supporting has not excited much criticism. Only one remark |
have noticed. If they turn out marketable goods, | am told, they will
unfairly compete with the open market. There is no substance in the
remark. But | anticipated it in 1922 when | was a prisoner in Y eravda.
I discussed my plan with the then Home Member, the then Inspector-
General of Prisons, and two Superintendents who were in charge of
the prison in succession. Not one of them cavilled at my suggestion.
The then Home Member was even enthusiastic about it and wanted me
to put my scheme in writing, if he could obtain the permission from
the Governor. But His Excellency would not hear of a prisoner
making suggestions regarding jail administration! And so my scheme
never saw the light of day. But the author believes in its soundness
today just as much as when he first made it. This was the plan: All
industries that were not paying should be stopped. All the jails should
be turned into hand-spinning and hand-weaving institutions. They
should include (wherever possible) cotton-growing to producing the
finest cloth. 1 suggest that amost every facility for this purpose
already exists in the prison. Only the will has to be there. Prisoners
must be treated as defectives, not criminals to be looked down upon.
Warders should cease to be terrors of the prisoners, but the jail
officials should be their friends and instructors’. The only one
indispensable condition is that the State should buy all the khadi that
may be turned out by the prisons at cost price. And if there is a
surplus, the public may get it at a trifling higher price to cover the
expense of running a sales depot. If my suggestion is adopted, the
jails will be linked to the villages and they will spread to them the
message of khadi and discharged prisoners may become model
citizens of the State.

" Vide also the following item.
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| am reminded that sat being a Central subject, the poor
Ministers cannot do anything. | should be painfully surprised if they
cannot. The Centra Government has to operate in provincia
territories. Provincial Governments are bound to protect people within
their jurisdiction against being dealt with unjustly even by the Centre.
And the Governors are bound to back the protests of their Ministers
against unjust dealings with the people of their respective Provinces. If
the Ministers are on the alert, there should be no difficulty in the poor
villagers helping themselves to the salt without undue interference on
behalf of the Central authority. | have no fear of such undue
interference.

In conclusion, | should like to add that whatever | have said
about prohibition, education and jails is presented merely for the
consideration of Congress Ministers and the interested public. | may
not withhold from the public the views which-however strange,
visionary or unpractical they may appear to critics-l have held
tenaciously for long.

Harijan, 31-7-1937

112. PROF. K.T. SHAH'S SUGGESTIONS

Prof. K.T. Shah was requested by me to offer his comments on
my article' on Congress Ministries. He writes in reply? as follows.

Harijan, 31-7-1937

! Vide “Congress Ministries’, 17-7-1937

> This is not reproduced here. Prof. Shah had approved of Gandhiji's
programme and had suggested measures to compensate the loss of revenue. One of his
suggestions was an appeal "to the Services for a voluntary surrender of their excess of
salaries and allowances above a prescribed maximum".
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113. LETTER TO J.C. KUMARAPPA

SEGAON,
July 31, 1937
MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,

Y our memorandum to the Ministersis good so far as it goes.*
The article reads all right but Hindi is not up to the mark. Whose isit?
Yes, register it. | understand it costs nothing. | leave for Delhi on 3rd
and hope to return on 5th, 6th at the latest. Hope Sita continues to like

her new life and surroundings.

Loveto you all.
BAPU
From a photostat: G.N. 10126

114. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH

July 31, 1937
CHI. NARAHARI,
| got your letter. | would like you to examine Venilal Buch's
demand on Navajivan Karyalaya and settle it. | think for the sake of
propriety you should get the consent of the trustees. The best thing,
therefore, would perhaps be that you yourself should call on Jivanji?
and get his consent, so that | might be relieved of that burden.
Blessings from
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9107

! Vide also “Letter to J. C. Kumarappa’, 12-7-1937
? Jivanji Dahyabhai Desai, Manager, Navajivan Press
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115. TELEGRAM TO AMRIT KAUR

WARDHA,
August 1, 1937

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR
SIMLA WEST

IF REGRET FOR FIRING EXPRESSED AND OTHER RELIEF
MENTIONED BY YOU GRANTED NO INQUIRY NEEDED. LOVE.

BAaPU
From the original: C.W. 3798. Courtesy: Amrit Kaur. Also G.N. 6954

116. LETTER TO K. F. NARIMAN

Y our attitude is most bewildering. Before | issue my statement |
make this offer. | am prepared to go through the whole of your
charges and if | feel convinced that you have been unjustly dealt with
by the Sardar, | shal unhesitatingly say so and do everything
humanly possible to undo the mischief. If, on the other hand, | find
against you and you are not satisfied with my findings, | shall request
Bahadurji or Sir Govindrao Madgaonkar to go through the recorded
evidence and review my findings. All these proceedings need not be
public so far as | am concerned. If the findings are against you, you
should have an opportunity of tendering an apology and making a
full and frank confession of your weakness and the wrong done to the
public, the Sardar and other colleagues. But if you want the
proceedings to be public, | do not mind. You need not even know
what is being done. | had no desire to be in this affair at all. But you
wanted me to intercede. Many friends, including Mr. Bharucha, have
been pressing me to do likewise. | may not now sit still. | hope you
will understand my anxiety to see that full justice is done to you and
avoid everything that may possibly harm you without cause. If you
desire an enquiry by me, please send me your charge-sheet and a
precis of your evidence. | would send it to the Sardar and any other
colleagues against whom you have any grievance and after having had
his and their reply, | shall call for such evidence as may be required, if
any. These proceedings need not take more than a week.

You need not concern yourself with what the Working
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Committee or your friends may think, they need not be informed of
this procedure.

Let me add that the information which has so far reached me
does not substantiate your stand.*

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Vol. 11, p. 240, and The Hindu, 14-8-1937

117. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

SEGAON,
August 1, 1937

BHAI VALLABHBHALI,

Now | can send you awire only tomorrow, isit not? If possible
Mahadev will send it [today]. | can’t issue my statement? immediately.
It will be issued only at the appropriate time. Read my letter
of yesterday. | can’'t decide whether it would be proper to

' On receiving this letter, Nariman sent a telegram to Gandhiji saying:
“Strongly object publication one-sided impression. Desire to explain other side.
Letter follows.” In the letter which followed he said: “I find that in the last few letters
you have been constantly threatening me with the publication of your conclusions.
Am | not entitled to know what you think before you make it public?. .. am
confident that | shall be able to satisfy you on al points and remove any
misunderstanding if only | am given an opportunity to do so. If, in spite of this
request of mine, you decide to publish your views of this episode, | shall consider
myself free also to give my explanation in public. . . .” Even before he received this
letter, Gandhiji informed Nariman on August 2 that he and Bahadurji were prepared to
arbitrate on the two issues connected with the election of 1934 and the election of the
leader of the Congress Party in the Bombay Legislature in 1937, and asked Nariman if
this proposal was acceptable to him. To this Nariman replied telegraphically on
August 4: “Accept your and Bahadurji’s judgement on both issues.” On the 6th of
August, however, Nariman asked Gandhiji’s help on a few points. He suggested that
lest his acceptance of this arbitral tribunal against a decision of the Working
Committee might be interpreted to mean that he was disloyal to it, Gandhiji should
obtain the approval of the Congress President to the proposed procedure. He asked
further that all his witnesses should be protected against harassment of any kind;
without such an assurance, an independent enquiry and the task of ascertaining the
truth would be rendered impossible.

For Gandhiji’sreply, vide “Letter to K. F. Nariman”, 8-8-1937; vide also
“ Statement to the Press”, 13-8-1937

2 On the Nariman controversy; vide “ Statement to the Press’, 13-8-1937
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publish the whole correspondence. It is not a question of permission,
but one of propriety from our point of view.

Blessings from
BarPu

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL
PURUSHOTTAM BUILDING

Oprr. OPERA HOUSED
BomBAY 4
[From Gujarati]

Bapuna Patro-2: Sardar Vallabhbhaine, p. 209

118 LETTER TO MAHADEV DEXAI

August 1, 1937
CHI. MAHADEV
The Simla-dweller and you have praised the reed with a

fountain-pen and a typewriter! | have added a paragraph to your
article.

If Shanta' can fit herself into the set-up, | don’t think we shall
need Devrgj, provided you take work from Chhotelal also. But now we
shall think over all this on the train on Tuesday. Now Kanu is not
going there today. He will go tomorrow.

Blessings from
Bapru
PS.

Y ou may send awire to Vallabhbhai as follows: “ Statement not
yet. Am considering propriety publishing correspondence.”?

BAaPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11542

' An Englishwoman
2 The draft isin English.
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119. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

SEGAON,
August 2, 1937

MY DEARC. R,

Here is an interesting cutting for you. Harijan is becoming a
weekly letter to the Congress Ministers. You should therefore ask
Ramanathan?® to put before you such things that you should read. Y ou
must not wear yourself out.

| do hope you won’t pay the Members for twelve months. |
should regard [as enough] Rs. 2 per day whilst the Assembly is sitting
plus 3rd class travelling and actual out-of-pocket for coolies and
tonga not exceeding Rs. 2. But you know best.Do read the leading
article® in the current Harijan. Let Lakshmi* write for you. | don’t
expect you to write to me yourself. Am off to see the Viceroy on his
invitation, the cause is the mere pleasure of meeting.

Love.

Blessings from
Bapru

From a photostat: G.N. 206

120. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

August 2, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

| think it would be better if you come over today. | suppose
Dastane® will come by car, as also Rajkumari. As soon as the mail

! Premier of Madras

2 Minister for Public Information in the Government of Madras
®Vide “Criticism Answered”, 31-7-1937

* Addressee’ s daughter, Devdas Gandhi’s wife

® Vasudev Vitthal Dastane
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comes tell Shantato forward it with either of them. A wireis enclosed.
Blessings from
BarPu
[PS]
Did you discuss with Shambhu Dayal who is responsible for his
support, etc.?
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11543

121. LETTER TO MAHADEV DEXAI

August 2, 1937

CHI. MAHADEYV,

| devote all my time these days to writing letters. | am sending
one article with this. Another which | have begun may go tomorrow.
If somebody goes there in the evening, | will send it with him.
Otherwise | shall myself bring it tomorrow morning. If somebody
brings the evening post and returns the same day he may take the
article with him. Doctor is there and will return in the evening. He can
bring the mail. He will be coming by car. Perhaps | will send the
article with the car.

Blessings from
Baru

PS.

| am sending with this [copies of] my letters to Nariman.

Send a copy to Jawaharlal. Send the following wire:

“Begum Ross Masood, Bhopal. My deepest sympathy in your
irreparable loss.! Gandhi.”

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11544

122. LETTER TO NARAHARI D. PARIKH
August 2, 1937

CHI. NARAHARI,

| had atalk with Swami. Will Venilal accept whatever decision
you give after going through the account books and examining any
other evidence that he might produce? Frame the reference and get

! Ross Masood had passed away; vide “ Letter to Amtussalaam”, 2-8-1937.
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the signatures of both on it. After that take the plaint and evidence in
writing. You may then fix a hearing if necessary. This will save time
and help us to determine what is just. Let me have your reactions to
my article' on education.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 9108

123. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI

SEGAON,
August 2, 1937

CHI. MATHURADAS,

Does haste ever pay? | am doing whatever is possible. Letters are
being sent to Nariman. When the time comes, | will issue a statement if
it isnecessary.? | am also in correspondence with Jawaharlal.

Blessings from
BarPu

From the Gujarati original: Pyarelal Papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy: Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

124. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

August 2, 1937
DEAR DAUGHTER AMTUL SALAAM,?

Only now | read in the newspaper that Ross Masood died in
Bhopal. | have sent a telegram®. The same Ross Masood, isn’'t he? |
can understand how you must be feeling. Have faith in God, have
courage. All of us have to face death, some may die today, some

'Vide “Criticism Answered”, 31-7-1937

> For Gandhiji’s statement to the Pressyvide “Statement to the Press’,
13-8-1937

® The superscription isin Urdu.

*Vide “Letter to Mahadev Desai”, 2-8-1937.
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tomorrow. How many have passed away and how many will in future!
Blessingsto Saraswati* and Paparamma?’.
Blessings from
Bapu
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 389

125. FOREWORD TO “ THE QUESTION OF LANGUAGES’

August 3, 1937

| have very carefully gone through Jawaharlal Nehru's essay® on
the Hindi-Urdu question. The question has latterly become an unfor-
tunate controversy. There is no valid reason for the ugly turn it has
taken. Be that as it may, Jawaharlal’s essay is a valuable contribution
to a proper elucidation of the whole subject considered from the
national and purely educational point of view. His constructive
suggestions, if they are widely accepted by persons concerned, should
put an end to the controversy which has taken a communal turn. The
suggestions are exhaustive and eminently reasonable.

M. K. GANDHI
Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Lib-rary.
Also A Bunch of Old Letters, pp. 239-40

126. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

ON THE TRAIN,
August 3, 1937

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

| am writing this on the train taking us to Delhi. Herewith is my
Foreword or whatever it may be called. | could not give you anything
elaborate.

You have “perhaps’® before Pushtu and Punjabi. | suggest
your removing the adverb. Khan Saheb for instance will never give up

' G. Ramachandran’ s sister’s daughter, Kanti Gandhi’ s fiancee

2G. Ramachandran’s sister

® For the suggestions made therein, vide’ The Question Of Languages’,
21-8-1937 ; also “Hindi-Urdu”, 21-8-1937.

“Vide also the following item.

® This was changed to read “to some extent”; vide “The Question Of
Languages”, 21-8-1937.
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Pushtu. | believe it is written in some script, | forget which. And
Punjabi? The Sikhs will die for Punjabi written in Gurmukhi. Thereis
no elegance about that script. But | understand that it was specially
invented like Sindhi to isolate the Sikhs from the other Hindus.
Whether such was the case or not, it seems to me impossible at present
to persuade the Sikhs to give up Gurmukhi. Y ou have suggested a
common script to be evolved out of the four Southern languages. It
seems to me to be as easy for them to substitute Devanagari as a
mixture of the four. From a practical standpoint, the four do not
admit of an invented mixture. |1 would, therefore, suggest your
confining yourself to the general recommendation that wherever
possible the provincial languages which have vital connection with
Sanskrit, if they are not off-shoots from it, should adopt revised
Devanagari. Y ou may know that this propagandais going on.

Then, if you think like me, you should not hesitate to express
the hope that as Hindus and Muslims are one day bound to be one at
heart, they will also, who speak Hindustani, adopt one script, i. e,
Devanagari, because of its being more scientific and being akin to the
great provincial scripts of the languages descended from Sanskrit.

If you adopt my suggestionsin part or in toto you will have no
difficulty in laying your finger on the spots requiring the necessary
changes. | had intended to do so myself in order to save your time.
But | must not put that strain on my system just now.

| take it that my endorsement of your suggestions does not
mean that | must ask the Hindi Sammelan to give up the use of the
word Hindi. | am sure, that cannot be your meaning. | have taken it to
the farthest limit possible as far as | can think.

If you cannot accept my suggestions, it would be better for the
sake of accuracy to add the following sentence to the ‘ Foreword': ‘At
any rate | have no hesitation in heartily endorsing them in a general
way.’

| hope Indu’ st operation will go off well.

Love.

Bapu

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Also A Bunch of Old Letters, pp. 238-9

"Indira, addressee’ s daughter
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127. LETTER TO ATULANANDA CHAKRABARTY
August 3, 1937

DEAR ATULANANDA,

I hope your daughter is well and wholly out of danger. | have
gone through your articles carefully. 1 still do not see light. It seems
to me that no culture league will answer the purpose you and | have in
view.! It has got to be done by individuals who have a living faith and
who would work with missionary zeal. Try again, if | have not seen
what you see in your proposal. | shall be patient and attentive. | want
to help if | can see my way clear.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
The Life of Mahatma Gandhi, p. 366

128. LETTER TO GANGABEHN VAIDYA

ON THE TRAIN,
August 3, 1937

CHI. GANGABEHN,

| am going to Delhi at the Viceroy’s invitation and am writing
this letter on the train. Y ou say in your letter that you are prepared to
get Manju married in another caste. Is Manju also willing? Would you
accept an alliance if a suitable partner is available from any part of the
country? It is certainly necessary to do so. The barriers ought to be
broken. When the whole country is ours, why should we keep
ourselves confined to one community or province or region? Pleasure
should not be the end of marriage; there should be some sanctity
about it and it should be entered into as a matter of dharma. All other
barriers should be disregarded.

It is difficult to say when Kusum will settle down to something
steady. She makes many plans but is not able to carry out any of
them. Guide her as much as you can. By all means draw her there if
you can. Ask Manju to write to me. Bachu?, one may say, has had a

! The addressee had proposed a culture league “to bring Hindus and Muslims
together”.
2 Bachubhai Bhimji Ramdas, addressee’ s brother’s son.
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new life. | have been acquiring more and more cows.

If at any time you are keen on paying avisit here, do come. The
season following the rainsis pleasant.

| hope your work is winning appreciation.

Blessings from
Baru
[From Guijarati]
Bapuna Patro-6: G. S. Gangabehnne, p. 96

129. LETTER TO NARANDAS GANDHI

ON THE TRAIN,
August 3, 1937

CHI. NARANDAS,

Anyone who knows all the processes from the [growing of]
cotton to weaving should be able to write an introduction to the
science of khadi* in two or at the most seven days.

1. Cultivation of cotton, its varieties, yield of crops in the
different regions and the use of each variety

2. Plucking, cleaning and ginning of cotton-pods

3. Carding, preparation of slivers

4. Spinning

5. Weaving

The booklet would give a description of the machines with
illustrations, arithmetical calculations, improvements up to date, etc.
From among the persons whose names you suggest, Mahadev or
Mirabehn are more likely to take up the work. But nobody can
surpass Rameshwari Devi®. She is a woman of powerful personolity.
She knows excellent Hindi. She has an insight into all our activities.
She belongs to well-known families both on her husband’s and her
father's sides. After you have availed yourself of her services in
Rajkot, take her on a short tour of Kathiawar. She will give
considerable impetus to khadi and Harijan work. | cannot send
anyone better. Still, if youwant me to make some other arrangement, |
will do so. | would certainly not send anybody in whom you may

'Vide “ Speech at Village Industries Exhibition”, 25-3-1938
? Rameshwari Nehru
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have no faith. She was with me for a month and is just now with mein
a third-class compartment. She has a house in Delhi and also one in
Lahore. Sheis going to Delhi today and | also am going there for a
day. | have been invited by the Viceroy for an informal meeting. It
was she whom | had sent to Travancore for Harijan work. Y ou must
have read in Harijan my article on education. You have to
demonstrate its practicability.

If you feel that your services can be utilized best in the primary
department only, | don’t wish to shift you. | shall be more than
satisfied if you popularize khadi and uproot untouchability all over
Kathiawar. If you can achieve that, you will set an example to the
whole country. | have no plan for any work for you outside
Kathiawar. | had asked you just to make sure whether | could call you
in case | needed somebody.

| feel better. | need alittle rest, which | am taking. | am looking
after Kanu'. He is passing through a difficult stage. At his age we also
must have felt the same. But he is an obedient boy and will, therefore,
become steady by and by. Most probably he will settle down with me
in Segaon. | am trying to adjust myself to him as far as possible.

Lilavati gave me your letter. | for my part have permitted her,
but | don’t think she will go. She doesn’t wish to leave my side.
However, at times she does feel restless. Her condition also is
somewhat similar to Kanaiyo’s.

Blessings from

BAaPU
[PS]

| shall return to Wardha on the 5th or the 6th. Y ou must have

seen Kamala' s request for Rs. 5 for her mother. What do you think of
it?

From a microfilm of the Gujarati: M.M.U./Il Also C.W. 8533. Courtesy:
Narandas Gandhi

! Addressee’ s son
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130. LETTER TO MATHURADAS TRIKUMJI

ON THE TRAIN,
August 3, 1937
CHI. MATHURADAS,
Give this to Andrews. You must have received my letter of
yesterday.
Blessings from
Bapu

From the Gujarati original: Pyarelal papers. Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library. Courtesy: Beladevi Nayyar and Dr. Sushila Nayyar

131. LETTER TO MIRABEHN
ON THE TRAIN,
August 4, 1937
CHI. MIRA,

| am nearing Delhi. Mahadev and Pyarelal [are] with me. Hope
to take the return train today, if not, tomorrow for certain.

| hope Akash will suit you equally well.

| never knew that both the Dharmavirs spun.

Did | tell you that Shanta did not go to England, her mother
having practically stopped her? Sheis very happy with Mahadev and
very helpful to him.

Balwantsinha has brought two more cows. We need still more.

Balkrishna' is flourishing in Segaon. He eats freely under Dr.
Batra's coaxing. He is on Kepler's malt cod-liver oil. | thought |
should relax the rule about fish oils, as there were so many other
restrictions. He is fast putting on weight of which he had lost much.

Rameshwari Devi iswith me 3rd class, returning to Delhi. | hope
you will return proof against malaria. So far as | am concerned | do
not mind how long you are there, so long as you keep fit and renew
your body. | am sorry about Subhas. The enclosed for him.

Love.

Bapu

From the original: C.W. 6395. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9361

!t Balkrishna Bhave
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132. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

ON THE TRAIN,
August 4, 1937

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,
| am stupid. On receiving your letter | searched my file and
behold! | found the cutting containing Meherally’ s speech. | referred
to his, not Masani’ s speech.*
Thisis being written in aterribly jolting train taking me back to
Wardha. It is now 10.30 p.m. | woke up from sleep, thought of the
speech and began the search. Y esterday’ s compartment was better.

| saw the Viceroy. You will have seen the communique’. It
correctly summarizes the interview. There were other incidental things
which Kripalani will mention to you when he meets you. One thing |
may mention here. He might invite you as he invited me. | told him
that if the invitation was sent, you were not likely to refuse it. Was |
right?

| am sorry for having inflicted Roy’s speeches on you.® But |
think you were bound to read them. However | am in no hurry to
have your opinion on them. Y ou may take your time unless you have
already read them.

| note that you are having the operation for Indu in Bombay.
Love.
BAaPU

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.
Also A Bunch of Old Letters, p. 240

*Vide “Letter to Jawaharlal Nehru”, 30-7-1937

% |ssued after the interview on August 4, it read: “ . . . The Viceroy listened
with interest to Mr. Gandhi’s views on the matters in question and undertook to
intimate them to the Governor of the North-West Frontier Province. The interview
was entirely general and personal in character, the principal subject of discussion
being rural uplift and improvement of the conditions of the peasantry.”

*Vide “Letter to Jawaharlal Nehru”, 30-7-1937
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133. LETTER TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI

August 6, 1937
MY DEARC. R,

What nonsense! Why should you feel sorry or disappointed
because | hold certain views about salaries? | do not at all resent your
not enforcing them. | have said, my views need not be accepted if
found unworkable. We all marvel at the way you are managing things
there. Y ou have approached your task with faith and religious zeal .
Y ou must not feel the slightest disappointment. Y ou know my deepest
feeling. Then why should you worry? | hope you will be able to spare
yourself for 17th?. My prayers and best wishes are with you always.

The talk with the Viceroy was formal though quite friendly.

Devdas was looking well.
Love.

BAaPU
From a photostat: G.N. 2066

134. LETTER TO AMTUSSALAAM

August 6, 1937

CHI. AMTUL SALAAM,

| have your letter. | at once sent a telegram to Amtul® at Bhopal.
| have already written about Kanti*. | think it is better for you to come
back as you have already stayed there for a month. Ramachandran
writes to say that he does not want Saraswati to go anywhere for three
years. He wants her to complete her studies. In that case it would be
best to leave her there. | have received no letters form Bari or Baqui.

Blessings from

Bapru
[PS]
| am keeping well. | returned from Delhi only yesterday.
From a photostat of the Hindi: G.N. 390

'Vide “Congress Ministries”, 17-7-1937

% For the meeting of the Congress Working Committee which was to be held at
Wardha from August 14 to 17

% Addressee’ s niece, widow of Ross Masood

*Harilal Gandhi’s son
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135. ITSDEEPER MEANING

The thought-world of khadi workers had undergone a revolu-

tion since the objective of khadi became the steady improvement of
the artisans engaged in its production rather than its supply at as
cheap rates as possible. The fact that the increase in the wages has not
much, if at all, affected the public has given a confidence to the
workers which they had not when the policy was revolutionized. The
workers are beginning to realize that they have to touch every
department of the lives of the artisans and try to bringabout an
all-round improvement in their lot. Thus one reads with joy the
following in the Maharashtra khadi Patrika noticed the other day in
these columns:*

98

In Korutala khadi workers are using the paper prepared by
the local paper makers and are inducing local artisans to make
twine from flax which islocally grown.

Many artisans have the bad habit of spitting fairly often just
where they are sitting. Eighty-two such have been supplied with
small earthen spittoons for use.

The manager of azamindar in Metpally has been induced to
stop begar.

In Tendur the weavers have been induced to adopt measures
to prevent incurring debts. Thus they have reduced marriage
expenses to Rs. 30 as the maximum, stopped feasts at the time of
the first shave, stopped drinking on ceremonial occasions, caste
dinners on deaths. Measures have been adopted to induce the
womenfolk to use khadi saris (cheap patterns have been devised
for the purpose), to save the increase in the artisans’ income
against arainy day.

In Savli a substantial rise has been given to those who will
not incur debts and will card and spin one seer of not less than
twenty counts of yarn of eighty per cent strength in one month.
Thus the following speaks for itself:

COUNT CURRENT RATE INCREASED RATE
Rs. As. Ps Rs. As.  Ps.

22 2 8 0 3 4 0

24 2 14 0 3 12 0

'Vide “A Khadi Journal”, 24-7-1937
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26 3 4 0 4 4 0
28 3 10 0 4 12 0
30 4 0 0 5 4 0
32 4 8 0 6 0 0

This new rate enables the workers to make four annas per
day of eight hours.

In Sindevahi they have agreed to open a co-operative store.

| have given but a condensation of the original in Hindi which |
commend to the diligent student of the working of the new objective.

Harijan, 7-8-1937

136. NOT A PRIZE

| have been receiving several letters from different provinces
protesting against the exclusion of their or their friends' names from
ministerships and asking me to intervene. | do not think thereis a
single province from which such complaints have not been received.
In some such letters dire results including communal riots have been
threatened, if the excluded person’s claims are not considered.

In the first instance let me say that | have not intervened in any
single case in the selection of ministers. | have no right, having
completely withdrawn from the Congress, to intervene in such matters,
even if | had the wish which | have not. My participation in Congress
affairs is confined to tendering advice on the issues involved in
office-acceptance and on the policies to be pursued in the prosecution
of our march to the goal of Complete Independence.

But it seems to me that my numerous correspondents who have
been writing voluminously think that ministerships are prizes for past
services and that certain Congressmen can demand their inclusion. |
venture to suggest to them that ministerships are avenues to service
which those who are called to it should render cheerfully and to the
best of their ability. There can therefore never be a scramble for these
offices. It would be decidedly wrong to create ministerships for the
sake of conciliating interests. If | were a Prime Minister and | was
pestered with such claims, | should tell my electors to choose another
leader. These offices have to be held lightly, not tightly. They are or
should be crowns of thorns never of renown. Offices have been taken
in order to see if they enable us to quicken the pace at which we are
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moving towards our goal. It would be tragic if self-seekers or
misguided zealots were allowed to impede the progress by imposing
themselves on Prime Ministers. If it was necessary to have assurances
from those who have ultimately to clothe ministers with authority, it is
doubly necessary to have assurances of understanding, of loyalty
beyond suspicion and of willing obedience to discipline. The grim
fight in which the country is engaged cannot be won if Congressmen
do not show in their conduct a sufficient measure of selflessness,
discipline and faith in the means enunciated by the Congress for the
attainment of the goal.

Thanks to the Karachi resolution', ministerships under the
Congress aegis have no pecuniary attraction. | must say in parenthesis
that considering Rs. 500 as if it was the minimum instead of the
maximum was a mistake. Rs. 500 was the last limit. Had we not got
used to the excessive scale of salaries imposed upon the country, we
would have regarded Rs. 500 to be excessive. The Congress scale has
been generally, for the past seventeen years at least, Rs. 75 per month.
In its three great constructive all-India departments, national
education, khadi and village industries, the authorized scale has been
Rs. 75. These departments contain men who are good enough, so far
as ability is concerned, any day to be ministers. They have distingu-
ished educationists, lawyers, chemists and merchants, who if they were
so minded, could easily command over Rs. 500 per month. Why
should the fact of becoming a minister make the great difference we
see? But the die is perhaps cast. My remarks represent my personal
opinion. | have too high aregard for the Prime Ministers to question
their judgment and wisdom. No doubt they thought that this was the
best in the circumstances facing them. The point | wish to make, in
answer to my correspondents, is that these offices have not been taken
in view of the emoluments they offer.

And then they have to be given to those only in the party who
are best able to discharge the duty to which they are called.

And, lastly, the acid test is that the choice must commend itself
to the members of the party to whom the Prime Ministers owe their
nomination. No Prime Minister can for one moment impose a man or
woman of his choice on the party. He is Chief because he enjoys the
full confidence of his party as to ability, knowledge of persons, and
the other qualities that mark out one for leadership.

Harijan, 7-8-1937

"Vide “Resolution on Fundamental rights and Economic changes”, 31-3-1937
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137. A. 1. V. I. A. BULLETIN

The A. 1. V. 1. A. hasissued itsfirst bulletin. After describing
the various activities conducted in Maganwadi, the Headquarters at
Wardha, it ends;*

Thereisagreat deal of slackness on the part of members and agentsin
submitting their reports. Members are reminded that according toour rules no
report is received from a member for three consecutive quarters, his
membership will lapse. We regret to say that in accordance with this rule the
membership of several has lapsed. The reason for such slackness is probably
that members think that it is not worthwhile reporting unless there is
something noteworthy to mention. . . . Their work isin the nature of routine,
and once they have reported they think that so long as they have not done
anything new they need not report. This again is a mistake. It is quite
essential for the proper working of the Association and for exchange of
experiences through the medium of this bulletin that members and agents
should carry on their work in close touch with the Central Office and keep it
duly informed of their activities by means of full and regular reports. . . .

Harijan, 7-8-1 937

138. TEMPLE-ENTRY

It looks very much as if the whole of Malabar, the citadel of
untouchability, is going to lead the way, as Travancore has done
already, in the matter of temple-entry. | draw attention to the two brief
statements® given below. One is by the Cochin Temple-entry
Committee and the other by the Malabar Harijan Sevak Sangh, both
promising an energetic propaganda organizing the so-called savarna
and so-called avarna opinion in favour of opening all public temples
to the avarnas precisely on the same terms as they are for the
savarnas. If there is an unimpeachable pronouncement of such
opinion, no State nor trustees can long resist such opinion. The
Malabar Committee has rightly laid stress on the necessity of
legislation removing all doubt as to the right of trustees to open to

'Only excerpts from the All-India Village Industries Association’s bulletin are
reproduced here.
% Not reproduced here
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avarnas temples under their charge, especially if it can be proved that
the large body of savarna opinion isin favour of such an opening.
Let us hope that the Committees will receive the enthusiastic public
support which the great cause merits and demands.

Harijan, 7-8-1937

139. TELEGRAM TO AMTUSSALAAM

WARDHAGANJ,
August 7, 1937

AMTUL SALAAM
HARIJAN SEVAK SANGH
TRIVANDRUM
BETTER COME HERE NOW. RAMACHANDRAN  UNWILLING  SEND
SARASWATI TILL HER EDUCATION FINISHED.
BAaPU

From a photostat: G.N. 404

140. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA

SEGAON,
August 7, 1937
MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,
For Sita’'s sake | would say let us not leave her as Editor just yet.
She should be better known than she is among our own circle. Mere
possession of literary merit is not enough for our purpose. Our
readers should know her as a co-worker. Do you not agree?
The Education Minister!, C. P., comes, sees me on Tuesday at
2.30 p.m. and the Excise Minister? at 5 p.m. | think you, Bharatan,
Sita, if sheiswell, Jguji¥, Nayakam* and Kaka should be present. Will
you inform them all?
Love to you—the trio.
Bapu
From a photostat: G.N. 10127

! Ravishankar Shukla
> P.B. Gole

® Shrikrishnadas Jaju
* E. W. Aryanayakam
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141. LETTER TO KANCHAN M. SHAH

SEGAON,
August 7, 1937
CHI. KANCHAN,

Do come over tomorrow (Sunday) morning and have lunch
here. If you can’'t come early, come after 1 p.m. But do come.

Blessings from
Bapru

From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 8293. Also C.W. 7020. Courtesy:
Munnala G. Shah

142. LETTER TO JAMUBHAI DANI

[Before August 8, 1937]

SHRI DANI,

| have your letter. | have not received the report about the
Bhangis. But as soon as | get it | will go through it and write
something if it calls for comment.*

If the public life of Kathiawar isin amess, it only means that the
people are the same but the leaders are either useless or selfish or
unprincipled or all this at the same time. It is observed at some places
that life continues as before in different spheres and some workers go
on working away in silence without others knowing about it. Are there
any such workers in Kathiawar? Try to find this out honestly and with
aview to service. Whether you do it as a member of the Sangh or as
an individual, do it in a worthy manner.

[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 8-8-1937

143. WORKERS OF KATHIAWAR

A gathering of some workers of Kathiawar was held some time
ago in Bhavnagar. After a great deal of discussion, aresolution was
passed, at the instance of Shri Nanabhai, that they should do social
work under my guidance and be governed by the restrictions imposed
by me. Some of these gentlemen were to come to me to discuss the

"Vide the following item.
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matter. On receiving their letter, | tried to prevent their coming by
writing to them that their journey would perhaps be in vain as they
would get from me advice only on what | regard as constructive work.
However, this failed to convince them and, Shri Jagjivandas, Balwan-
trai*, Fulchand?, Dhebarbhai® and Vajubhai* came over. At the end of a
discussion lasting two hours it was decided that | should write the
substance of my advice in Harijanbandhu. | agreed to comply with
this request.

The first discussion was about the letter® | had written to
Shri Dani. | had been told that in that letter | had done grave injustice
to the workers of Kathiawar by caling them useless, selfish, or
unprincipled or all this at the same time. In my reply | had stated that
I was not in the habit of writing such crude letters and | asked for a
copy of my letter. In reply to this letter the above gentlemen camein
person and produced the original letter®, which runs as follows.

| said that those who took this letter to be censorious could be
regarded as ignorant of Gujarati. Its meaning is clear. If public lifein
Kathiawar is actually in such a mess as described by Shri Dani, public
servants must be guilty of one of the three or al the three
shortcomings. These gentlemen agreed that my letter could not be
construed in any other way.

With reference to this they inquired whether anyone had sent me
names of persons who had acted in a manner not befitting
Kathiawaris? | replied that | had published the names which had been
sent to me and regarding whom | believed the allegations to be true.
The following points were then discussed:

1.Gandhiji to guide

2.[Kathiawar] Political Conference

3.The Prajamandal and the Conference

4. The restrictions and the injustices in the States
5.0rganizing labour to improve their conditions
6.Constructive work like khadi, service of Harijans, etc.
7.Whether these activities should be carried on indepen-
dently or under one organization.

!Balwantrai Mehta

2 Fulchand Kasturchand Shah

® U. N. Dhebar

“Vajubhai Shukla

®For the text, vide the preceding item
®ibid
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Regarding my guidance, | declared that | could not shoulder the
burden. | have neither the capacity nor the inclination to guide
anyone from a distance, hence they should write off my name. If my
advice is sought in a particular matter, | have always been giving it,
and | regard it as my dharma to do so. In my opinion, Kathiawaris
should appoint aleader from amongst persons living there and, such a
leader should be reappointed every year. This would give them
self-confidence and make them self-reliant. The belief, whether true
or otherwise, that Kathiawaris cannot accept for long any leader
selected from amongst themselves, will also be dispelled.

While discussing other activities, | gave the opinion that if | had
my way, | would engage everyone in khadi work, service of Harijans
and village industries. Even if everyone was to be engaged in this
manner, many more workers would be needed than are at present
available. But those who do not find that kind of service congenial
should select whatever field they preferred and put their heart and
soul into it. Having once made the choice one should not go on
changing one’s field of work. If a session of the Political Conference
must be called, it should be called keeping in view the restrictions
imposed by me in Bhavnagar and in accordance with the practice
established in Porbandar. It must not be held outside the boundaries
of Indian States. If permission is granted only in a single State it could
be held there year after year. It could be held in Amreli*, but it would
be preferable to hold it in a State in Kathiawar.

There should be a Prgjamandal in each State.

Everyone should render to the best of his ability whatever
service he can to these bodies.

Within the limits imposed by me, the Political Conference
cannot freely discuss such questions as injustices practised in different
States, etc. This does not imply that these cannot bediscussed
anywhere. The people of a particular State may certainly discuss those
guestions, they should try and get justice in those particular matters,
for it istheir dharmato do so. Thus, in whichever States restrictive
orders are issued or injustices perpetrated, they could be freely
discussed there. Only truth and non-violence should be the restraining
principles in these cases. Whatever is said should be hundred per cent
true; it should be free from exaggeration and discourtesy. We should
not hold out threats about anything which we are not capable of
doing. We have to tolerate many things in this world because we are

' A town in Kathiawar which however formed part of the Baroda State
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powerless

In order to improve its condition labour must get organized.
Everyone knows that | prefer the policy which has been adopted by
Shrimati Anasuyabehn' in Ahmedabad. | have not adopted the
principle of organizing labour for political purposes. They may take
interest in politics as all citizens should. But politics should not be the
motive in forming an organization. People should form organizations
having regard to their vocations and their special circumstances. We
already have in the Congress an organization to deal with political
issues and to train men for the work. It has to protect the political
rights of labourers in the same way as it has to protect those of others.
As amatter of fact, the political rights of labourers are not and should
not be opposed to those of others. This means that the work of the
Congress safeguards [the interests of] and represents al. It is my
experience that if labour unions are politically motivated, there is an
unnecessary rivalry between [political] workers, labourers become
pawns in their game and, as a result, labourers have to suffer and the
unions get a bad name. Labour may also perhaps eye with suspicion
those who come claiming to be their friends. Those who form labour
unions in order to improve their conditions should also be adept in
the art of doing so. If anyone without ability tries to form a union
because he wants to, it cannot be done.

Amongst all these activities, | would give the highest place to
khadi, eradication of untouchability, service of Harijans, village
industries and prohibition. If this cannot be done, | believe that other
activities are not worthwhile. The belief that constructive work can be
carried on only if supported by other activitiesis, in my opinion, born
out of ignorance. It is my opinion that the strength that can be
generated by firm and determined adherence to constructive activity is
far superior to the strength gained by any other type of work. | know
that ordinarily no one is interested in these constructive activities. |
can think of two reasons for this. One reason is that these activities
bring one into contact with the villages. Our workers have been
brought up in cities, they have been educated in English schools and
colleges, hence they have little interest in the life of rural people. They
do not regard themselves as fit only for living in villages and are
ignorant of the art of mixing with the villagers. The other reason is
our idleness and the ignorance born of it. Khadi and such other
constructive work demand constant vigilance, effort, study and

' Anasuyabehn Sarabhai
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diligence. We are not prepared to render these; and later, when we
cannot create interest in these great tasks, rather than blame ourselves
we conclude that such work is dull. | regard this as a serious
shortcoming and have, therefore, come to the conclusion that so long
as we do not do credit to these tasks, our other tasks will not be wholly
successful. And it is for this reason that, even after so many years, |
give the utmost importance to these tasks. Now the last question. If all
the activities are being managed by the same body, this may well
continue. | see no harm in each activity being carried on wholly
independently. Even if these are being carried on under the same
authority, each should become self-sufficient, and people should be
allowed to be absorbed in the particular sphere which they have
chosen.

[From Gujarati]
Harijanbandhu, 8-8-1937

144. LETTER TO JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 8, 1937

MY DEAR JAWAHARLAL,

| forgot to cover one point in your letter referring to Mehe-
rally’s speech. | mean Rajgji’s communique releasing the summer
school prisoners. | had read it before receiving your letter. But it did
not offend me. | suppose because you approved of the action of the
students of the summer school and | could not defend it any way
whatsoever.* | think that it was necessary to draw attention to the fact
that the release did not mean approval of this breach or the offence
which in law it was. | fear that often when the Congressisin power it
will use language which its predecessors have used and yet the motive
behind will be different.

I hope you will have a nice time in Bombay over the operation.
You will wirewhen it is over.

Love.

BAPU

'For Jawaharlal Nehru’s statement on Kottapatam Summer School, vide “The
K ottapatam Summer School”.
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[PS]

If Nariman comes to you please grant him the permission to
have the inquiry. | am sorry you will be bothered about this affair in
Bombay. Mahadev will tell you what | have been doing.

BAPU

Gandhi-Nehru Papers, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

145. LETTER TO K. F. NARIMAN

WARDHA,
August 8, 1937

MY DEAR NARIMAN,
Your letter came in only today. | am not going to trouble
Mr. B.* before | have all your evidence. | shall consult him only if my
finding is against you and you don’t agree with it. There should be
no delay. Surely your evidence must be all ready. Of course, | shall
go into the allegations against you regarding the election of 1934.
Have | not made that clear? Asto the witnesses’ names being kept
secret, you must leave that to me.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
A.l.C.C. File No. 747-A, 1937. Courtesy: Nehru Memoria Museum and
Library

146. LETTER TO J. C. KUMARAPPA

August 8, 1937

MY DEAR KUMARAPPA,

All illness should be regarded as misconduct punishable under
the I.P.C.! | do hope you will recover soon. If you cannot come | shall
reconcile myself to the absence of your bulky contribution to the
debate.

Love.
Bapu
From a photostat: G.N. 10128

1D. N. Bahadurji
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147. LETTER TO KANTILAL GANDHI

SEGAON,
August 8, 1937

CHI. KANTI,

| am not wrong in calling you a tyrant. You were a tyrant to
Amtul Salaam when you idolized her. Now that that idolization has
changed into a kind of repulsion, you are again being atyrant to her.
Ramachandran had been pressing her—so were Paparamma and
Saraswati—and he had sent awire. That iswhy she went. Sheis having
some peace there. Now you wish that | should call her away from
there. |, therefore, wrote aletter' to her asking her to return and even
sent awire?. | haven't told her that it was at your instance that | asked
her to come away. | have given no reason at al. If necessary, | will tell
her when she comes. | have not said all thisto reproach you. | have
only drawn your attention to your proneness to extremes. | have
willingly called her back. What about Saraswati? She has been
pleading to be permitted to come here. Ramachandran wishes that she
should not come for three years. What do you yourself wish?

I am returning the statement of accounts. It is excellent. Don’t
economize at the slightest risk to your health.

| had been to Delhi for a day. | returned the same day.
The Viceroy had nothing particular to discuss. He just wished to get
acquainted with me. | on my part wished to talk to him about Khan
Saheb, which | did.

Blessings from
Baru
[PS]

My health is good. | do wish to live till you pass out and attain
proficiency and get married. But isthe thread of life ever in our
hands?

BapPu

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 7329. Courtesy: Kantilal Gandhi

*Vide “Letter to Amtussalaam”, 6-8-1937
Vide “Telegram to Amtussalaam”, 7-8-1937
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148. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

August 8, 1937

CHI. MAHADEV,

| think I will have to send you to Dhulia for a day. Get ready
soon. | am returning your article with this. | have deleted the
paragraph about khadi. Try to understand the reason. If you can't,
ask me when | am free.

| don’t know when | shall be able to reply to the letters. Send
the correspondence regarding Nariman to Jawahar. Or make a short
summary of it.

Blessings from

BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11545

149. LETTER TO MIRABEHN

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 9, 1937
CHI. MIRA,
| have your disturbing letter. Y ou need not stop there even till
24th if your mind is not there. It is distinctly harmful for you to be
there, if you can’t be happy there but will stay there because it is a
duty imposed from without. Y ou have tried that again and again and
failed each time. Therefore you must follow your will no matter where
it leads you to. You will learn only by making mistakes, if mistakes
there must be through following your will. To paraphrase the
alcoholic saying, | would rather find you always in error than find
you correct only under compulsion. You can grow through error,
never through compulsion. Therefore please feel absolutely free to
anticipate the date (24th) fixed by you and so far as | am concerned
come in reply to thisletter. | shan't feel unhappy. On the contrary, |
shall feel happy in the thought that you would exercise unrestricted
freedom®.

Love.

Bapu
From the original: C.W. 6396. Courtesy: Mirabehn. Also G.N. 9862

'In Bapu’s Letters to Mira, Mirabehn explains: “The old struggle was again
overcoming me, and | returned to Sevagram.”
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150. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

August 9, 1937
CHI. MAHADEV,
| am sending with this an article* by Kishorelal which has been
abridged. It was abridged by Rajkumari. She seems to have done a
fine Job of it. However, have a glance at it. And if anything of
importance is left out, insert it. | think it will be better if you return the
original to Kishorelal. A quotation remains to be copied from it.
Please see that it is done. For this at least you will require the original.
I will send my article with Janba or whoever comes. | shall be ready
at 2.

Blessings from

Bapu
[PS]
| hope the ulcer is better now.
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11546
151. LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI
SEGAON,

August 9, 1937
CHI. MAHADEV,

Herewith my article. A fair copy is enclosed along with the
original. Y ou can straightaway send the fair copy to Poona today. |
suppose you don’t need anything more.

Blessings from
Baru
From a photostat of the Gujarati: S.N. 11547

'“The Problem of National Funds’ which appeared in Harijan, 14-8-1937
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152. LETTER TO JAYANT! N. PAREKH

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 9, 1937
CHI. JAYANTI,
| got your letter. Give the accompanying letter* to Dinkar if he
is feeling better. Public workers ought not to fall ill.

| don’t understand what you say regarding the reform of the
Provincial Committee. Send me a copy of therules. | am making
inquiries, of course.

| am very glad indeed that you three brothers® have come
together.

How | wish Indu would settle down to something.

Blessings from
BarPu
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6264

153. LETTER TO PRABHUDAYAL VIDYARTHI

SEVAGRAM,
August 9, 1937
CHI. PRABHUDAYAL,
| have you letter. Authoritative opinion of course can
always be had from the Congress Office at Allahabad. My personal
opinion is that Committees should not be formed till there is provision
in the Constitution for use of khadi. But my personal opinion has no
weight.
Blessings from
BaPU
From a photostat of the Hindi: G. N. 11684

'Thisis not available.
2 The addressee, Indu and Kanti
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154. LETTER TO CHHAGANLAL JOSHI

SEGAON, WARDHA,
August 10, 1937

CHI. CHHAGANLAL,

I got your long letter. | will see how the problem can be solved.
When we lack either time or space, we have to leave some things aside
even though they may be important.

Please tell Vimu* that in her letter to me she was unwilling to
promise 25,000 rounds in the spinning yajna and had asked my
advice. But in the printed list of names with me, | see 51,000 against
her name. Is 51 a misprint for 15? If it is not, how did she get the
courage to raise 25,000 to twice as much, or to treble the 17,000
which she had intended? If she had the courage to do that, why
couldn’t she quadruple 17,000 and make it 68,0007 If “scoffer-
friends” then looked upon her as an idolator, she should pay no
attention to them. On the contrary, she should welcome their
blessings. Spinning 68,000 rounds in 68 days would be no great
achievement for agirl like Vimu. According to the calculations here,
1000 rounds a day would require less than three hours, for the
average speed is taken to be 400 rounds an hour. Even if, however, the
work takes four hours, | wouldn’t regard that as too strenuous for her.
Moreover, anyone who does this job with zest and enthusiasm would
learn to get absorbed in the work on hand and automatically acquire
the ability to do a great many other things.

Narandas is hesitating to undertake the preparation of the
manual [of the science of khadi] though there is not the dlightest
reason for such hesitation. If, however, you join him in preparing the
booklet, | think it can immediately be done. Anyone who has
complete mastery of most of the processes will find it easy to give a
methodical description of them and of the equipment required. If you
have not read any literature on the history of the subject, you should
read it up. If at least one booklet, covering all aspects of the subject, is
brought out systematically, it would be easy to do further work in the
field in future. Think over this. . .2

It was good indeed that you came and stayed here, though it was

'Vimala, the addressee’ s daughter
2 Omission as in the source
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but for afew days. If you can plan aten to fifteen days' programme
for Rameshwari Devi, counting from the day of her arrival, | think that
would be more than enough. Y ou will be able to use her services to
get alot of Harijan and khadi work done. She is a very capable,
mature, thoughtful and experienced lady, and is