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INTRODUCTION

The history of Aurangzib is practically the history of
India for sixty years. His own reign (1658—1707) covers
the second half of the seventeenth century and stands
forth as a most important epoch in the annals of our
country. Under him the Mughal empire reached its
oreatest extent, and the largest single State ever known
in India from the dawn of history to the rise of the British
power was formed. From Ghazni to Chatgaon, from
Kashmir to the Karnatak, the continent of India obeyed
one sceptre ; and beyond this region, in far-off Ladak
and Malabar, the suzerainty of the same ruler was pro-
claimed from- the pulpit. Islam made its last onward
movement in India in this reign.

The empire thus formed, while unprecedented in

size, was also one political unit. Its parts were governed
not by the mediation of sub-kings, but directly by the
ervants of the Crown. Herein Awangzib's Indian
empire was vaster than that of Asoka, or Samudra-gupta
or Harsha-vardhan. No provincial governor had as yet
set up his own rule and withheld revenue and obedience
from the central power. There were rebellions here and
there, but no other crowned head raised itself to defy
the Emperor of Delhi even in any province.

But the reign that saw the formation of the greatest
Indian empire of pre-British days, witnessed also un-
mistakable signs of its commencing decline and disrup-
tion. Long before Nadir Shah the Persian or Ahmad
Shah the Afghan proved the Padishah to be an impotent
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shadow of royalty and Delhi the mere memory of past
greatness, long before the Maratha confederacy hid
beneath its super-imposed sway the regular monarchy of
the land,—even before Aurangzib closed his eyes, the
Mughal empire had turned bankrupt in finance and
prestige, the administraion had broken down, the
imperial power had confessed its failure to maintain order
and hold this vast realm together.

The reign of Aurangzib is also marked by the up-~
springing of the Maratha nationality out of the ashes of
their short-lived kingship, and by the appearance of the
Sikh sect in the role of warriors and armed opponents
of the ruling power. Thus, the supreme factors of Indian
history in the 18th and early 19th centuries owe their
origin to Aurangzib's reign and policy. In the Deccan,
after kings like Adil Shah and Qutb Shah, Shambhuji
and Rajaram, had bowed low before the Mughal blast,
the people asserted themselves and drove back the spoiler
from the North. To the Marathas, alone among the
Indian peoples, belongs the glory of giving the first suc-
cessful check to the onward advance of the Mughal power
and saving their fatherland from foreign encroachment.
Their development into conquerors and universal raiders
belongs to the next age. .

In the very reign in which the Mughal crescent
rounded to fulness and then began to wane visibly, the
first glow of a new dawn was distinctly seen in our
political sky. The future lords of our country’s destiny
gained a firm and safe footing on its soil. Madras and
Bombay became presidencies of the English Fast India
Company in 1653 and 1687 respectively ; Calcutta was
founded in 1690. The places of shelter thus gained by
the Europeans formed a dominion within a dominion,
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and were fortified to defy the greatest onslaughts of the
“‘country. powers.”’ The foreign ‘‘merchant adventurers™
here began their first experiments in Oriental government
and legislation,—experiments which were destined in the
fulness of time to result in an empire larger than that of
the Romans and more populous than that of Charles V.,
and a civilised and progressive administration to which
the world, ancient or modern, affords no parallel.

The end of the seventeenth century reveals the
Mughal empire as rotten at the core. The grand edifice
which Akbar had built up and Shah Jahan and Aurangzib
had extended, still looked fair as before, but it was ready
to tumble down like a house of cards at the first breath
of foreign invasion. The treasury was empty. The
imperial army knew itself defeated and recoiled from its
foes. The centrifugal forces were asserting themselves
successfully, ‘and the empire was ready for disruption.
‘“The moral weakness of the empire was even greater than
.the material: the Government no longer commanded the
awe of its subjects ; the public servants had lost honesty
and efficiency ; ministers and princes alike lacked states-
 manship and ability ; the army broke down as an instru-
ment of force. In letter after letter the aged Aurangzib
mourns over the utter incapacity of his officers and sons
and chastises them with the sharpness of his pen, but in
despair of a remedy. Contemporaries like Bhimsen and
Khafi Khan sadly contrast the misery and degradation of
the nobles and the people alike in Aurangzib’s closing
years with the glory of the empire under his forefathers,
and wonder why it was so.

Why was it so? The ruler was free from vice,
stupidity, and sloth. His intellectual keenness was pro-
verbial, and at the same time he took to the business
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of governing with all the ardour which men usually dis-
play in the pursuit of pleasure. In industry and attention
to public affairs he could not be surpassed by any clerk.
His patience and perseverance were as remarkable as
his love of discipline and order. In private life he was
simple and abstemious like a hermit. He faced the
privations of a campaign or a forced march as uncom-
plainingly as the most seasoned private. No terror could
daunt his heart, no weakness or pity melt it. Of the
wisdom of the ancients which can be gathered from
ethical books, he was a master. He had, besides, under-
gone a long and successful probation in war and dipio-
macy in his father's lifetime.

And yet the result of ffty years’ rule by such a
sovereign was failure and chaos! The cause of this
political paradox is to be found in Aurangzib’'s policy
and conduct. Hence his reign is an object of supreme
interest to the student of political philosophy no less than
to the student of Indian history.

, Happily, the materials for a study of it are abundant
in Persian, the literary language of Mughal India. First,
we have the official annals,—the Padishahnamah (in three
sections by three writers) and the Alamgirnamah—which
cover the 41 years lying between the accession of Shah
Jahan and the eleventh year of Aurangzib’s reign. These
works were written by order, on the basis of the State
papers preserved in the imperial archives, such as official
correspondence, despatches, news-letters, treaties and
revenue returns. Lhey are rich in dates and topographi-
cal details of the utmost value and accuracy. For the
last forty years of Aurangzib's reign we have the concise
Masir-i-Alamgiri, compiled from the same class of official
records, but after his death.
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Next come a class of private histories, like those of
Masum, Aqil Khan, a Razbhani soldier in Bengal
(metrical), and Khaf Khan. These were written by
cfhicials, but, not having been meant for the Emperor's
eyes, they supply us with many of the facts suppressed
in the Court annals, though their dates and names are
sometimes inaccurate and their descriptions meagre.
They, however, contain many personal traits and graphic
tcuches which the . more formal official histories have
excluded.

There are even two histories ¢f Aurangzib’s reien
written by Hindus in the Persian tongue. One is the
Nuskha-i-Dilkasha by Bhimsen Burhanpuri, the bhusiness
man of Aurangzib’s general Dalpat Rao Bundela. This
author was an active traveller, with a good eve for topo-
graphical details, and a careful recorder cf all he saw
from Mathura to Malabar. His work is of special value
for Deccan zffairs, because he was brought up and spent
nearly all his life there. The other is the Fatuhat-i-
Alamgiri of Ishwardas Nagar, who long served the Shaikh-
ul-Islam and lived at Pattari in Gujrat. This work is of
great importance for Rajput affairs.

Besides these general histories of the reien, we have
monographs in Persian touching only particular episodes
or personages of the time,—such as Niamat Khan Ali's
account of the siege of Golkonda, Shihab-ud-din Talish’s
diary of the conquest of Kuch Bihar, Assam, and Chat-
gaon, the memoirs of Iradat Khan and of some other
servants of Bahadur Shah I. which start from the closing:
years of Aurangzib’s reign. Of the two Deccani king-
doms, Golkonda and Bijapur, we have separate histories,
which throw light on the dealings of the Mughal Govern-
ment with them. On the Maratha side there are
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chronicles (bakhars) of Shivaji, Shambhuji, and Rajaram
written by their officers and others. A vast number of
historical letters of the 17th century in Marathi have been
printed, but they usually throw only side-lights on history,
being of the nature of legal documents and not State
papers properly so called. For Assam affairs we have
the extremely valuable indigenous annals called Buranjis.

Most fortunately, for several portions of Aurangzib's
reign | have been able to secure the very raw materials
of history,—a source of information even more valuable
than the contemporary official annals described above.
These are the manuscript news-letters of the imperial’
Court (akhbarat-i-darbar-i-muala) preserved at Jaipur and
in the Royal Asiatic Society’s library (London) and the
LETTERS of the actors in the political drama of the 17th
century, of which nearly six thousand are in my posses-
sion. In them we see events as they happened day by
day, and not as they were dressed up afterwards by
writers with a purpose. In them we see the actual
hopes and fears, plans and opinions of those who made
Indian history. To this class belong the letters of
Aurangzib, forming many different and bulky collections.
All 'these different sources,—many of them not even
alluded to here,—will be described in the bibliography
at the end of this work.

The European travellers, Tavernier, Bernier, Careri,
and Manucci, who visited Iindia in this reign, have left
long accounts of the country. Their works are of
undoubted value as throwing light on the condition of
the people, the state of trade and industry, and the
history of the Christian churches in India. Moreover,
the criticism of Indian institutions by foreign observers has
a freshness and weight all its own. But of the political
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‘history of India, apart from the few events in which they
took part or which they persoﬁally witnessed, their report
merely reproduced the bazar rumours and the stories
‘current among the populace, and cannot be set against
‘the evidence of contemporary histories and letters in
Persian. This fact will be proved by illustrations in the
bibliography. '

I cannot place this history before the public without
acknowledging the deep debt of gratitude I owe to the
late Mr. William Irvine, 1.c.S., the author of the Later
Mughals. He freely lent me his own Persian MSS., took
" great pains in securing on my behalf permission from
European public libraries to take copies of their MSS,,
and cheap rotographs in London and Paris. In every
. difficulty and doubt that | have appealed to him, he has
given prompt assistance and advice.

Mr. Irvine criticised and emended the first five
chapters of this history, as carefully and minutely as if it
were his own work.

Dr. C. R. Wilson, the author of the Early Annals
of the English in Bengal, who encouraged my historical
studies and recommended me, unsolicited, to the Bengal
Government for aid in paying for transcripts of Persian
MSS. in England and the Continent (£ 40), is also beyond
the reach of my thanks. The Secretary of State for India
and the Royal Asiatic Society of London have lent me
Persian MSS. from their libraries on several occasions,
for which priceless help I am deeply indebted to them.

My thanks are also due to Sir Edward A. Gait, who
secured for me permission to copy the Buranjis belonging
to the Assam Government and the rich Persian and Hindi
archives of the Jaipur State, and to Sir William Foster
and M, Gabriel Ferrand who have assisted me in getting
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transcripts from the records of the India Office in London,.
and the French archives in Paris. Kind helpers in India
have been too many to be separately named. '

5 * ®

The first edition of these two initial volumes was
published in July 1912. In the second edition (issued
in April, 1925) | have not only subjected the book to
a careful revision and correction, but also utilised the
new materials acquired duwring the intervening thirteen
yvears. The chief among these additional sources are the
copious correspondence between Jai Singh and - the
imperial Court preserved in the Jaipur Record Office, the
more slender volume of Mughal-Maratha correspondence
printed by Rajwade and others or preserved in the
Persian version in Rao Bahadur D. B. Parasnis’s library
at Satara, a contemporary metrical history (4urangnamah)
in the unique Haidarabad copy, and the letter-books of
the Bijapur and Golkonda States.

The printing charges are now exactly double of what
they were when the first edition was issued, and the
prices of paper and binding materials are half as much
again. And vet I have tried to suit the Indian reader
by bringing out this second edition at the reduced price
of Rs. 5 for the two volumes together (in the place of
Rs. 7),—while using a larger type than in the first edition.
The introduction and the foot-notes have been some-
what compressed in order to save space, and the biblio-
graphy (first part) removed from the end of the second
volume to a separate volume of Index and Sources
which is now in preparation.

JADUNATH SARKAR.
‘Patna College.
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CHAPTER L.

BOYHOOD AND EDUCATION, 1618—1634.

§ 1. Birth and childhood.

Muhi-ud-din Muhammad Aurangzib, who as-
cended the throne of Delhi as Alamgir 1., was the
sixth rhild of Shah jahan and Mumtaz Mahal, the
royal couple who lie Luried in the famous Taj Mahal.
- His grandfathﬁr,' the Emperor Jahangir, after putting
" down one of Malik Ambar’s attempts to revive the
Ahmadnagar kingship, was Jeisurely making a royal
progress from Gujrat to Agra, with Shah Jahan and
his family in his train, when. at Dohad,* on the way
to Ujjain, Aurangzib was born, in the night of 15th
Ziqada, 1027 A.H. (or, according to Furopean cal-
culation, the night preceding Sunday, 24th October..
1618 AD., Old Style). A few days afterwards
when the imperial Court reached Ujjain, the capital
'of Malwa, the princely infant’s birth was celebrated

with befitting splendour. [Tuzuk, 250-251.]

# Dohad (22-50 N. 74-20 E., Indian Atlas, sheet 36 s. w.) is a
subdivision of the Panch Mahal district in the Bombay Presidency,
and the town stands just south of the Dohad Station on the B. B. &
C. I. Railway.
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Aurangzib cherished an affectionate memory of
the place of his birth; we find him in his old age
writing to his son Muhammad Azam, ‘“Noble son,
the village of Dohad, in the province of Gujrat, is
the birth-place of this sinner. Deem it proper to
treat its inhabitants with kindness. Conciliate and
retain at his post the old man who has been its
faujdar for a long time past.”” [Rugaat, No. 31 .

Shah Jahan was intensely devoted to his wife
Mumtaz Mahal, and never in her life parted from
her in weal or woe. Wherever he moved, whether
marching on a campaign, visiting different provinces,
or, in Jahangir’s later years, fleeing from his father’s
wrath through the wilderness of Telingana to Bengal,
-—his wife always bore him company. Thus,
Aurangzib was born on the return march from the
Deccan and Murad Bakhsh in the fort of Rohtas in
South Bihar.

From 1622 till almost the end of his father’s
reign, Shah Jahan was under a cloud; the infatuated
old Emperor, entirely dominated by his selfish and
imperious consort Nur Jahan, deprived Shah Jahan
of his posts and fiefs, and at last drove him into
ebellion in self-defence. But the prince’s efforts
were in general unsuccessful, and he had to flee by
way of Telingana, Orissa and Bengal to Jaunpur
and back again to the Deccan by the same wild and
terrible route, his wife and children accompanying
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him. At last he had no help but to submit to his
father and give up his young sons, Dara and
Aurangzib, as hostages. These two reached
Jahangir’s Court at Lahor in June 1626, [Tuzuk,
380-391, 397, 410] and remained under the care
of Nur Jahan. Shortly afterwards Jahangir died,
:Shah Jahan ascended the throne, and the two boys
-were escorted by Asaf Khan to Agra, where a most
pathetic scene was acted : their eagerly expectant
mother clasped her long lost darlings to her bosom
and poured out all her pent up affection for them
(26 February, 1628). Aurangzib's daily allowance
‘was now fixed at Rs. 500. [Abd. Hamid's Padi-
shahnamah, 1.A. 70, 97, 177.]

§ 2. Education.

Thus, at the age of ten he came to a settled
life; and arrangements were evidently now made
for his regular education. Sadullah Khan, who rose
te be the best reputed of Shah Jahan's wazirs, is
said¥ to have been one of his teachers. Another
teacher was Mir Muhammad Hashim of Gilan, who
after a study of twelve years at Mecca and Medina
-came to India, learnt medicine under Hakim Al
Gilani, and kept a famous school at Ahmadabad,
where he was afterwards made Civil Judge (Sadr.)

* Hamid-ud-din's Ahkam-i-Alamgiri, § 3. But Sadullah entered
Shah Jahan's service in Dec. 1640. (Pad. ii. 220).
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As Aurangzib’s tutor he remained in the prince’s
service till the end of Shah Jahan’s reign, [Pad.
I. B. 345.] Bernier (p. 154) speaks of Mulla Salih
as his old teacher, but the Persian histories do not
bear this statement out. Of one Mulla Salih
Badakhshani we read that he was a scholar of Balkh
and had his first audience of Shah Jahan on 4th
January, 1647, when Aurangzib was already 29
years of age,—too old to go to school.[Pad. ii. 624.]

That Aurangzib had a natural keenness of mind
and quickly learnt what he read, we can readily
believe. His correspondence proves that he had -
thoroughly mastered the Quran and the Traditional
Sayings of Muhammad (Hadis), and was ever ready
with apt quotations from them. He spoké and
wrote Arabic and Persian like a scholar. Hindustani
was his mother tongue, the language used by the
Mughal Court in private life. He had some
knowledge of Hindi, too, and could talk and recite
popular sayings in that language.* He acquired a
mastery over Chaghtai Turki, as he had served in
Balkh and Qandahar, and the Mughal army con-
tained a large body of men recruited from Central
Asia. Under exactly the same circumstances Jai
Singh had learnt that foreign tongue. [Dil. i. 65.]

Aurangzib wrote, Arabic in a vigorous and

% Masir-i-Alamgiri, 334. Alamgirnamah, 1095.
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masterly naskh hand. In this he used to copy the
Quran, a deed of piety in Muslim eyes. Two
manuscripts of this book he presented to Mecca and
Medina, after richly binding and illuminating them.
[M.A. 532.] A third copy is preserved at the tomb
.of Nizam-ud-din Auliya near Delhi. Others were sold
in his lifetime by this puritan Emperor, who deemed

it sinful to eat the bread of idleness, and used to !

“ply the trade of copyist and cap-maker in his leisure |

hours in order to earn his livelthood. Copies of

these Qurans are known to exist here and there in
India. ' '

“His nastalig and shikasta styles of writing
were also excellent,’” says Sagl Mustad Khan, and
this we can readily believe, for Aurangzib was the
author of a vast number of letters, and made it a
point to write orders across all petitions in his own
hand. [A.N. 1092-94] The princes of the
house of Akbar were teught handwriting with great
care, as the signatures of Shah Jahan and Dara
Shukoh on some Persian MSS. of their libraries, and
the autograph remarks of Jahangir in his book of
fate (a copy of the Diwan of Hafiz), look remarkably
cleer and beautiful .*

In his letters and speeches, he frequently quotes

* MSS. containing the autographs of these princes are preserved

in the Khuda Bakhsh Library, Bankipur,
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verses to point his remarks. But these ““‘familiar
quotations’’ were a part of the mental equipment of
every cultured Muhammadan, and do not prove any’
special taste for poetry. Indeed his historian
remarks, ‘“This Emperor did not like to hear useless:
poetry, still less laudatory verses. But he made an.
exception in favour of poems containing good coun-

sels.”” [M.A. 532.] The moral precepts of Sadi
and Hafiz he had evidently learnt by rote in his
youth, and he quoted them to his last day, but he
does not seem to have studied these poets in later:
life. Once he asked for the works of a poet named
Mulla Shah. But we may rightly hold that, unlike-
his grandfather he was not fond of poetry, and.
unlike Shah Jahan he had no passion for history..
““His favourite study was theological works,—Com-~
mentaries on the Quran, the Traditions of Muham-
mad, Canon Law, the works of Imam Muhammad
Ghazzali, selections from the letters of Shaikh Sharf
YVahia of Munir, and Shaikh Zain-ud-din Qutb Muhi
Shirazi, and other works of ‘that class.”’® We also
learn that he highly prized the Nihaiyya of Mulla
Abdullah  Tabbakh. Like many other pious

* Masir-i-Alamgiri, 531-532. He spent his leisure in the after-
noon in investigating theological problems, deliberating on the philo-
sophy of truth, (lit., ‘the certain sciences, ) reading the books and
pamphlets of wise men and saints. (Alamgirnamah, 1103.) Aurang-
zib speaks of his having read two books of Ghazzali (A.S.B. Pers.

Ms. F. 27, 126).
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Muslims, and even some ladies of the Mughal ln
family, Aurangzib committed the Quran to memo; s

[M.4. 391.]

Such intellectual tastes made him find delight'
in the society of darvishes, and when he was viceroy’
he took care to visit the holy men of Islam in his
province, engaging them in talk, and reverently
learning wisdom at their feet.

Painting he never appreciated. Indeed the
portraiture of any living being was impossible under
an orthodox Islamic king, as an impious imitation
of the Creator. Music he banished from his Court,
in the outburst of devotion which marked the com-
pletion of the tenth year of his reign. Fine China-
ware he liked, and these were presented to him
by nobles and traders. But he had none of his
father’s passion for building. No masterpiece of
architecture, no superb or exquisite mosque,® hall,
or tomb marks his reign. All that he built took the
impress of his utilitarian mind. They were com-
monplace necessary things, piles of brick and
mortar, which quickly decayed. Such were the
mosques which marked the scenes of his victories,

* Except one, the Pearl Mosque in the Delhi palace, which was
begun on 10 Dec., 1659 and compléted in 5 years at a cost of one
lakh and sixty thousand Rupees, (4.N. 468). His mosque at Lahor
is not the best one in that city. The tomb of his wife Dilras Banu
at Aurangabad was his grandest building.
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and the numberless sarais which he built along the
imperial highways running to the south and the

west. [A.N. 1084.]

§ 3. Fights an elephant.

One incident of his boyhood made his fame
ring throughout India, and showed what stuff he was
made of. It was his encounter with a fighting
elephant on 28th May, 1633. That morning Shah
Jahan, who loved this sport, set two huge elephants,
Sudhakar and Surat-sundar by name, to fight a
combat on the level bank of the Jamuna near the
mansion at Agra which he used to occupy before
his accession. They ran for some distance and then
grappled together just below the balcony of the
morning salute in the fort. The Emperor hastened
there to see the fight, his eldest three sons riding a
few paces before him. Aurangzib, intent on seeing
the fight, edged his way very close to the elephants.

The brutes after a while let go their grip and
each stepped back a little. Sudhakar’s spirit was
fully roused. Losing sight of his opponent he turned
to vent his wrath on the prince standing by.
Trumpeting fiercely, the moving mountain charged
Aurangzib. The prince, then only fourteen years
old, calmly stood his ground, kept his horse from
turning back, and flung his spear at the elephant’s
head. All was now confusion and alarm. The
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crowd swayed this way and that, men stumbling
-on one another in their eagerness to flee. The nobles
and the servants ran about shouting, fireworks were
let off to scare away the elephant, but all to no effect.
The animal came on and felled Aurangzib’s horse
with a sweep of his long tusk. But the prince
jumped up from the ground, drew his sword, and
faced the raging beast. The unequal combat would
have soon ended fatally for the heroic boy, but
.succour was at hand. His brother Shuja forced his
way through the crowd and smoke, galloped up to
the elephant, and wounded it with his spear. But
his horse reared and he was thrown down. Rajah
Jai Singh, too, came up, and while managing his
shying steed with one hand attacked the elephant
-with the other from the right side. Shah Jahan
.shouted to his own guards to run to the spot.

Just then an unlooked for diversion came to the
princes’ aid. The other elephant, Surat-sundar, ran
up to renew the combat, and Sudhakar, having now
no stomach for the fight, or being daunted by the
spear-thrusts and fireworks discharged at him, fled
from the field with his rival thundering at his heels.

The danger thus passed away, and the princes
were saved. Shah Jahan clasped Aurangzib to his
bosom, praised his courage, gave him the title of
Bahadur or ‘hero,” and covered him with presents.
The courtiers cried out that the boy had inherited his
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father’s reckless courage, and reminded each other
how Shah Jahan in his youth had attacked a wild

tiger sword in hand before the eyes of Jahangir.®

On this occasion Aurangzib gave a foretaste of
his lofty spirit and royal contempt for death, in his
speech as reported by Hamid-ud-din Khan. When
his father lovingly chid him for his rash courage,.
he replied, ‘‘If the fight had ended fatally for me it
would not have been a matter of shame. Death:
drops the curtain even on Emperors; it is no dis-
honour. The shame lay in what my brothers
did 1”7

Three days afterwards occurred his fifteenth
birthday. The Emperor had the boy weighed
against gold pieces in full Court and presented him
with the amount (5000 mohars), the elephant Sudha-
kar, and other gifts worth two lakhs of Rupees in.
all. The heroic deed was celebrated in Urdu and
Persian verses. 1he Poet Laureate, Saidai Gilani,
surnamed Bedil Khan, got Rs. 5,000 for his ode.
Shuja was praised for his gallent exertions. Another

& Abdul Hamid’s Pad., L.A. 489—495. One MS. reads Madhu~
kar for Sudhakar. .

+ Hamid-ud-din Khan's Ahkam-i-Alamgiri, or Anecdotes,
§ 1. Dara Shukoh is unjustly taunted with cowardice in the above
speech. He was at some distance from Shuja and Aurangzib, and-
could mnot, even if he had wished it, have come to Aurangzib's aid:

as the affair was over in a few minutes. Pad., 1LA. 493,
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sum of 5,000 gold pieces was distributed by the
Emperor in charity.

Thereafter we get occasional glimpses of
Aurangzib. Next year the Emperor paid a visit to
Kashmir. Aurangzib accompanied hiin, and was

presented with the pargana of Lokh-bhavan near
Sahibabad or Achbal (September, 1634).*

§ 4. His first mansab.

Hitherto Aurangzib had been getting, like other
Mughal princes before they were old enough for
military appointment, a daily allowance of Rs. 500.
But on 13th December, 1634, though not yet sixteen,
he got his first post in the Mughal peerage, with the
rank of a Commander of Ten Thousand._Horse,
with an additional following of 4000 troopers. He
was also permitted to use the red tent, which was a
royal prerogative. The governorship of the Deccan
was intended for him, and there, under the guidance-
of the highest generals of his father’s Court, he was
expected to receive the best education thten possible
for a man of action and a leader of men. Asa

% Pad. 1. B. 52. Achbal, in the Kuthar pargana, 75:17 E. Long.
33-41 N. Lat., famous for its beautiful springs described by Bernier
(Constable’s ed. p. 413). At the western end of the pargana and 5
miles to the s. w. of Achbal is the village of Lokh-bhavan. King
Lalitaditya is said to have built a town here. A small garden-palace
erected in Mughal times near the spring is partly constructed of old.
materials. (Stein’s Rajatarangini, i. 50n, ii. 468).
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preparation for this high and difficult post he was
given his first lessons in the art of war and the
control of men by being sent to the Bundela expedi-

tion in September, 1635. [Pad. 1. B. 65, 99.]



CHAPTER II.

THE BUNDELA WAR, 1635.

§ 1. The Bundela clan.

As the old road from Agra to the Deccan leaves:
Gwalior, it skirts on its left hand side an extensive
jungly tract known as Bundelkhand. The Jamuna
river and the Kaimur range, meeting in a sharp
angle near Mirzapur, enclose this district on the
north, east, and south. Its western boundary is the
edge of the Malwa plateau. The river Betwa
flowing north-eastwards to the Jamuna cuts it into
two.

The country took its name from its dominant
race, the Bundelas, a clan of Gaharwar Rajputs,
whose mythical genealogy stretches up to Rajah
Pancham, a sworn devotee of the goddess Vindhya-
basini, and even beyond him to Rama, the hero of
the Ramayana. The only element of truth that we
can extract from this mass of fiction is that a great
ancestor of the family migrated from the Benares,
through the Mirzapur district, and established his
rule over this tract by dispossessing its older rulers,
Afghans and aborigines. Urchha, on the Betwa,
was their first capital, (founded in 1531). Here
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lived the head of the clan. The -Bundelas multi-

plied fast, and the younger branches established
principalities all over the land, each centring round.
a fort. One of these, Mahoba, sheltered within a
network of ravines, rose to prominence in the latter
half of the seventeenth century, under, Champat
Rao and his son Chhatra Sal, who long troubled the
imperial Government, Other scions of the family
reigned at Simroha Shahpur, and many another
town.”

§ 2. Bir Singh and Jhujhar of Urchha.

The Bundela power reached its zenith under
Bir Singh Dev, the agent employed by Jahangir in
murdering his father’s beloved minister Abul Fazl.
There was hardly any favour which the Emperor
could refuse to this Rajah. Bir Singh grew in
-swealth and power, and towards the close of his
_;patron’é reign, when the imperial administration
grew slack, he freely levied contributions from the
neighbouring princes, for none durst complain
against the favourite. As a still higher mark of his
master’s favour he was permitted to build grand
temples at Mathura, Urchha, and other places;—a

#* Chhatraprakash cantos 1 and 2. Elliot's Memoirs...of the
N. W. P. ed. by Beames, i. 45-46. Imperiul Gazetteer (ed. 1906) ix,
68, 70: Masir-ul-umara, ii. 131, 317. Urchha_is situated 7 m. south-
east of Jhansi fort. Mahoba is midway on the railway line between
Jhansi and Manikpur.
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fact which the Muhammadan historian can explain
only by supposing that the Islamic Emperor was
then sinking into dotage! With all his lavish
expenditure on temples and ghats, gifts to Brahmans,
and construction of palaces, forts and lakes, Bir
Singh died in 1627, the master of fabulous wealth,
fully two krores of Rupees,—which in Bundela
fashion was buried in wells and other safe places in
the pathless jungles, and their secret confided only
to a few.*

51%s eldest son Jhuihar Singh had given offence
to Shah Jahan by leaving the capital for his home
-without permission, soon after the Emperor’s acces-
sion. But an army of 34,500 soldiers—cavalry,
foot musketeers, and sappers, penetrated into his
country from three directions, stormed the fort of
Irich, slaughtered 2000 of the garrison including
““many young and old,”’ and quickly forced the
Rajah to make submission. He secured pardon
only by promising a large tribute and sending a con-
tingent of his clansmen to fight in the Emperor’s
wars in the South.¥

* Blochmann's Ain-i-Akbari, i. 488 and xxv-xxvi; M.U. ii. 197—
199; Pad. 1.A, 293, LB. 117, ’
¥ Pad. 1.A. 240—242, 246—248. Jhujhar's life is given in M.U.
ii. 214—217. The cause of his flight is stated to have been his
fear lest the stricter administration of Shah Jahan should make him
.disgorge his father's unauthorised annexations of territory. Khah
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To this race of primitive warrlors a peaceful life
was impossible. War was their sole occupation,
their sole means of earning glory and riches, and
their only amusement. This restless spirit made the
Bundelas, when not usefully occupied in war, a bye-
word for robbery and disturbance throughout the.
seventeenth century.

Jhujhar could not long remain queet. He led
an army to Chauragarh, an old Gond capital, beyond.
the Narmada, captured it, and, in violation of his
plighted word, slew the Rajah Prem Naray; - - ~nd
seized his ancestral hoard, amounting tc U lakhs:
of Rupees. The victim’s son appealed to Shah
Jahan, but strangely encugh, the Mughal Emperor’s.
righteous indignation was not roused by this act of
speliation, he only demanded a share of the booty*
-and offered to leave Jhujhar in possession of his
conquest if he ceded an equivalent territory to the

Khan, i. 406. Irich is situated on a bend of the Betwa river, 40 miles.
n. e. of Jhansi (Ind. Atlas, sheet 69 N. W.)

* Abdul Hamid, 1. B. 95, gives the Gond king’s name as
Bim (=Bhim) Narayan. The Imp. Gaz. xviii. 387, has Prem
Narayan. Shah Jahan's message to Jhujhar ran thus: *‘As you have
shed the blood of Bhim Narayan and his family and seized the
country of Garha without my permission, it is best for you to present
the country to my officers. But if you wish to be confirmed in that
country you must give up your jagirs near your home, in exchange
of it, and send to me 10 lakhs of Rupees out of the cash taken from
Bhim Narayan.” This is the official account revised by Shah Jahan
himself. Not a word is said here about making restitution to the

murdeved Rajah’s son.
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Mughals! This the Bundela was most unwilling. to
do. Deciding on a policy of resistance, he secretly
recalled his son Yograj (surnamed Vikramajit), whom
he had left in charge of his contingent in Balaghat.
The youth slipped away unperceived. But an
energetic Mughal officer, Khan-i-Dauran, was soon
at his heels, reached Ashta from Burhanpur by
forced marches in five days, and overtook Vikrama-
jit, who fled defeated and wounded to his father at
Dhamuni.®

§ 3. Shah Jahan’s war against [hujhar.

A habitual plunderer and refractory chieftain
could not be left unsubdued on the edge of the
Deccan road. Shah Jahan organised an expedition
to hunt him down. Three armies were to converge
upon the rebel’s country : Sayyid Khan-i-Jahan with
10,500 men from Budaun, Adbullah Khan Bahadur
Firuz Jang with 6,000 men from the north, and
Khan-i-Dauran with 6,000 men from the south-west.,
The Bundela army numbered less than 15,000

but were aided by the rocks and jungles of their
home.} | '

*Pad. 1. B. 95-96. Chauragarh is in the Narsinghpur district,
C. P., about 10 miles s. e. of the Gadarwara Station. Dhamuni is
xsleax.'\x;h)e Dhasan river 24 m. north of Saugor in C. P. (Ind. Atlas, 70

T The Bundela army consisted of about 5,000 cavalry and 10,000
infantry, whereas in the Mughal army the horse outnumbered the
foot several times.

2
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Among the Hindu mercenaries of the Mughal
army was a Bundela claimant in whom Shah Jahan
found a useful tocl. Devi Singh was the representa-
tive of the eldest branch of the Rajahs of Urchha,
which had been set aside by Jahangir when he gave
the throne to his favourite Bir Singh Dev. Jhujhar
had duly succeeded his father; but in Devi Singh’s
eyes the usurpation continued, and he himself was
the rightful heir to the Bundela throne. He was
now earning his bread as a captain in the Mughal
army, and waiting for some opportinity of winning
the Emperor’s favour and ousting his rival. Shah
Jahan now offered to make him Rajah of Urchha,
and got the invaluable help of a Bundela contingent
burning with hatred of Jhujhar and eager to guide
the invaders through the jungles and disclose all the
weak points of their native land. [Pad. 1. B. 96—98,
M.U. 1. 295, 213.]

The three Mughal generals were of equal rank,
and it would have been hard to ensure unity of plan
and co-operation among them if they had been left
to themselves. A supreme commandér was needed,
whose high position would of itself enforce discip-
line and obedience. For this purpose the Emperor
sent his son Aurangzib, then a lad of sixteen, with
the rank of a Commander cf 10,000 and escorted
by 1000 archets of the guard and 1000 horse. He

was to be the nominal chief of the expedition, and
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stay far in the rear. The three generals were to
advise him about every military operation, but his
voice was to be decisive, and they were not to act
without consulting him.*

In the meantime an ultimatum had been
presented to Jhujhar Singh: he must submit, pay
4 fine of 30 lakhs, and cede a district. But these
terms had been rejected.  After the rainy season the
three divisions united together near Bhander, about
25 miles north-east of Jhansi, and marched upon
Urchha. Every day the pioneers cut the jungle and
extended the road, while the Bundela skirmishers
shot at them under cover of the trees, but with no
success. On 2nd October, 1635, the army arrived
at a village two miles from Urchha; and the Bundela
prince in the imperial camp, fired with domestic
hatred and ambition, stormed the hillock where the
enemy had mustered in force and took many
prisoners. At this Jhujhar lost heart, removed his
family to Dhamuni and soon afterwards fled thither

*Pad. 1. B. 99-100. Dow’s highly coloured and imaginary
account is very amusing : ‘‘Aurungzebe was sent against him. This
was the first opportunity given to that young lion of rioting in blood...
‘The war was protracted for two -years...Aurungzebe though but
thirteen years of age, displayed that martial intrepidity...which could
not be restrained. He was present in every danger, &c.'” (iii. 132).
If the campaign was meéant to be Aurangzib's baptism of fire, we
must say that the baptism was performed at a great distance .from
the fire. Throughout the war the young prince was Lept by his
-guardian safé in the rear, many miles behind the fighting line.
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himself. Early in the morning of 4th October the
Mughals scaled the walls of the Bundela capital,
while the small garrison left by Jhujhar escaped
through the opposite gate. [Pad. 1.B. 98—100,
106.]

A day was spent in taking full possession of
the city and installing Devi Singh as Rajah. Then
the Mughal army crossed the Betwa and hastened
southwards to Dhamuni. But their prey had again
fled. Jhujhar Singh had found no safety in
Dhamuni, but gone further south, across the Vindhya
hills and the Narmada river, to Chauragarh in the
land of the Gonds. Dhamuni had, however, been
prepared to stand a siege. The houses round the
fort had been razed to the ground and a gallant
Rajput named Ratnai left in command. On 18th
October the imperialists arrived before the fort and
began siege operations. The garrison fought ll
midnight, and then sent a man to Khan-i-Dauran to
beg for quarter. But a body of Ruhelas had run
their trenches to the edge of the bamboo thicket
adjoining the eastern wall of the fort, and occupied
the jungle under cover of the darkness. After mid-
night some of them entered the fort from that side
and began to plunder. Khan-i-Dauran soon arrived
and tried to restore order in the darkness. The fort
was rapidly filling with the viciors when suddenly
a powder magazine in a tower of the southern wall
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took fire from the torch of a careless plunderer; a
dreadful explosion followed, blowing up 80 vards
of the enormously thick wall and killing 300 Rajputs
standing under the wall and also 200 horses. tIbid.
108—10.]

8 4. Pursuit of Jhujhar; extinction of his family.
News arrived about the exact route of the
fugitives, and on 27th October the pursuit was
resumed. Aurriving at Chauragarh the imperialists
found that Jhujhar had evacuated that fort also, after
breaking up the ariillery, burning all property, and
blowing up the old Gond palaces. A Mughal
garrison was posted here, but the main army
encamped four miles off, at Shahpur. Here they
learned that Jhujhar was flying south through the .
Gond kingdoms of Deogarh and Chanda, with 6000
soldiers and 60 elephants, and making about 16
" miles a day. Though he had got a start of 14 days,
the Mughal generals took up the chase from Shah-
pur with a light force which daily covered 40 miles.
On the frontier of Chanda they came upon his traces
and doubled their speed. Jhujhar turned at bay,
fought the Mughals obstinately, but was defeated
and driven into the jungle, and the pursuit was
resumed. The fugitive, encumbered with women
and property, and hindered in his movements by his
paucity of horses, had no peace. He could not
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snatch any sleep, nor refresh his worn-out horses.
As soon as he halted for the night, he heard of the
approach of the pursuers, broke up his camp and
urged his tired men and beasts on again. All means
of escape were tried ; the foot-tracks of the elephants
were rubbed out; treasure-laden elephants were sent
by another path to lure the Mughals away from the
road taken by the Bundela chief. But the imperial-
ists were too astute; they neglected everything else
and steadily pursued the rebel himself. They also
bribed the Iocal land-owners, who showed them the
way and kept them regularly informed of the move-
ments of Jhujhar, so that the jungle was now a
hindrance rather than a shelter to him. And from
the vindictive Gonds no Bundela could expect mercy.

Jhujhar's party was now divided, but all to no
purpose. His sons were overtaken, and got no time
‘to slay their women, as was the Rajput custom when
death was to be preferred to dishonour. A few of
" the ladies had been stabbed, when the Mughals fell
upon them, slew the guards, and captured the
Bundela royal family. [Pad. 1.B. 110—115.]

The rebel chief and his eldest son Vikramajit
had fled into the heart of the jungle, where their
doom overtook them. The Gonds, moved by their
instinct of plunder and hope of reward from the

Mughals, surprised the exhausted princes in their
sleep and cruelly did them to death. Their heads
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were cut off and sent to the Emperor (December,
1635), who exposed them on the gates of his camp
at Sathur.

But their lot was happy in comparison. Happy
too was Rani Parvati, Bir Singh’s widow, who died
of her wounds. A more terrible fate awaited the
captive ladies who survived : mothers and daughters
of kings, they were robbed of their religion, and
forced to lead the infamous life of the Mughal
harem,—to be the unloved plaything of their master’s
passion for a day or two and then to be doomed to
sigh out their days like bondwomen, without know-
ing the dignity of a wife or the joy of a mother.
Sweeter far for them would have been death from
the hands of their dear ones than submission to a
race that knew no generosity to the fallen, no chivalry
to the weaker sex.

Three captives of tender age, (two sons and
one grandson of Jhujhar,) were made Musalmans.
Another son, Udaybhan, and Shyam Dawa the old
and faithful minister of the house, who had taken
refuge in Golkonda and been delivered to Shah
Jahan, refused to apostatize and were executed in
cold blood. [Ibid. 116—117, 133, 139.]*

The fort of Jhansi, with its big guns and war

¥ According to Khaﬁ Kha;n, i. 5]9; 523, the converts were Durga-
bhan, a son of Jhujhar, and Durjan Sal and Narsingh Dev, his
grandsons,
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material was forced to capitulate at the end of
Octcber. The imperial officers now organised a
regular hunt for the buried treasure of Bir Singh.
The jungle was carefully searched and many wells
filled with gold and silver were discovered in its
untrodden depths. The spoils of war amounted to
one krore of Rupees besides other valuable property.*

As for the Gonds, their services against Jhujhar
were forgotten. The imperial forces in pursuit had
reached the frontier of Chanda, the leading Gond
kingdom. Such an honour had to be dearly paid
for. The Rajah of Chanda was compelled to wait
on the victors on his frontier, on the bank of the
Pranhita river, pay down 6 lakhs in cash, and pro-
mise an annual tribute of 20 elephants or Rs. 80,000
as an equivalent. [Pad. I. B. 117.] This opened
the door to future troubles, and his kingdom was
subjected to repeated exactions by the Mughals in
the next reign.

8 5. Urchha temple turned info a mosque.

During the campaign in the Gond country
Aurangzib had come to Dhamuni, far in the rear of
the fighters. At his request Shah Jahan paid a visit
to the newly conquered country, reaching Datia and

Urchha at the end of November. At the Bundela

* Pad. 1. B. 119, 133, 139, and (for buried treasure) 110, 117, 123.
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cepital ~*‘the Islam-cherishing Emperor demolished
the lofty and massive temple of Bir Singh Dev near’
his palace, and erected a mosque on its site.”’ [Ibid.
121.] To this Devi Singh, the newly appointed’
Rajah, made no objection. The temples of his gods
might be defiled, his brave and proud clansmen
might be butchered, insolent aliens might trample
his fatherland down ‘‘with the hoofs of their horses,’”
the princesses of his house might be dragged into a
shame worse than death,—but he could now enjoy
the lordship of the country, he could now sit on the,
throne of Urchha and call himself a Rajah and the
head of the Bundela clan, and therefore he rejoiced..
For this he had laboured, and now he had his
reward! Among the Hindu Rajputs who assisted
at this pious work by fighting under the Mughal
banner were Sisodias and Rathors, Kachhwahs and

Hadas.*

* A large body of Rajputs served in the army sent against
Jhujhar. Their captains are named in Abdui Ha?nid, I. B. 96.97,
99-100. To contrast the Hindu spirit with the Muhammadan let us
consider an imaginary parallel. Suppose that when Clive after
winning Plassey marched to Murshidabad and placed Mir Jafar ‘on
the throne, he had ordered the chief mosque of the town to be
-converted into a Christian church, where pigs would be sacrificed
every year on Atonement Day, would Mir Jafar have consented to
take the crown on such a condition, would the Muslim troops in the

East India Company’s service have submitted to this insult to their
religion?
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§ 6. Bundelas of Mahoba keep up opposition.

But the noblest of the Bundelas did not bow
down to the traitor. They gathered under the brave.
Champat Rao of Mahoba, crowned Jhujhar’s infant
son Prithwiraj, and raided the territory of Urchha..
This boy-king was soon afterwards captured and
lodged in the State-prison of Gwalior. [Ibid. 136,
193.] But though one faineant Rajah after another:
reigned at Urchha, Champat Rao and his heroic son:
Chhatra Sal continued their wars to the end of the
century. With them, however, it was a fruitless
struggle. They could not hope to hold Urchha for
good and unite the Bundelas under one sceptre; they
only devastated the territory loyal to the Mughals,
and spread havoc and insecurity over the land, il
in the next century a mightier race of plunderers:
appeared on the scene, and Muslim and Bundela:
alike bowed down to the Maratha. [Ch. 61.]

Aurangzib returned from Dhamuni to wait on
his father near Urchha, and together they travelled
through the country, viewing its lakes and forts,
beautiful scenery, and coverts for game. By way of
Sironj they reached Daulatabad, where. Aurangzib-
on l4th July, 1636, formally took leave of the

Emperor to act as viceroy of the Deccan. [Pad.

I. B, 118, 122, 134, 205.]



CHAPTER lII.

FIRST VICEROYALTY OF THE DECCAN, 1636—1644.

§ 1. The Mughals enter the Deccan.
Towards the close of Akbar’s reign, the Mughal

empire began to extend beyond the Narmada river,
Whi:(}h had so long been its southern boundary, except
for the coast-strip running from Gujrat to Surat.
Khandesh, the rich Tapti valley, was annexed in the
year 1599. Taking advantage of the discord and
weakness reigning in Ahmadnagar, Akbar wrested
from it Berar, the southern portion of the present
Central Provinces. The murder of the heroic Chand
Bibi by her factious nobles delivered the city of
Ahmadnagar into his hands (1600); the boy Sultan
was deposed and the kingdom annexed. Thus in a
few years the Mughal frontier had been pushed from.
the Narmada to the upper courses of the Krishna
river (here called the Bhim4). But the annexation:
was in form only. The new territory was too large
to be effectively governed or even fully conquered..
Everywhere, especially in the south and the west,.
local officers of the old dynasty refused to obey the
conqueror, or began to set up puppet princes as a.
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escreen for their self-assertion.” The Sultans of
Bijapur and Golkonda seized the adjacent districts of
their fallen neighbour.

During Jahangir’s feeble reign the Mughal
advance was stayed and even beaten back. The
Emperor lay under the voluptuous spell of Nur
Jahan. His generals took bribes from the Deccani
kings and let the war languish. A great leader, too,
arcse in the South. Malik Ambar, an Abyssinian
of rare genius and capacity, became prime-minister
. of the shadowy king of Ahmadnagar, and for a time
restored the vanished glories of the house. His wise
revenue system made the peasantry happy, while
enriching the State. A born leader of men, he con-
ciliated all parties, maintained order, and left a name
for justice, vigour and public benefit which has not
been forgotten yet.* Building up a grand alliance
of the Deccani Powers he attacked the Mughals in
overwhelming force, drove them back to Burhanpur,
and closely invested their viceroy in that city {1620).
"The crisis broke the sleep of Jahangir. His brilliant
son Shah Jahan was sent to the Deccan with a strong
relieving force, and by firmness and skill he
recovered much that had been lost since the death of

* For Malik Ambar see Tuzuk 153, 191—197, 213. Pad. 1.B. 34,
182—200. Khafi Khan, i. 273—276, 282—285, 291—294, 304, 305,
314—322, 347—350. Dilkasha, i. 10—I11, 90—92, Grant Duff, i. 94—97. .

India Office Persian MS. No. 1957 (Tarikh-i-Shivaji), 6b—7b.
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Akbar. But the internal discords of the Mughal
Court during Jahangir’s dotage prevented the effec-
tual conquest of the Deccan and the cause of the
imperialists did not prosper.

§ 2. Activity in Deccan conquest under

Shah [ahan.
With the accession of Shah Jahan to the throne

of Delhi the scene changed. He began a vigorous
policy in the Deccan. His generals scon felt that
their new. master could not be befooled or disobeyed.
Husain Shah, the last king of the Nizam Shahi
dynasty, was captured (1633), and the old posses-
sions of his' house began to be won by his
vanquisher.*

But a fresh complication now arose. The;
Sultans of Bijapur and Golkonda cast longing glances;
at the adjacent forts and districts of Ahmadnagar,
and tried to secure parts of the floating Wreckage of
the ruined kingdom. Nizam Shahi officers entered
the service of the Bijapur king or were secretly aided
by him in resisting the Mughals. He bribed them

% This king of Ahmadnagar, a mere puppet in the hands of his
minister Fath Khan (the son of Ambar), was given up to the Mughals
at the capture of Daulatabad, 17th June 1633, (Pad. 1. A. 523) and-,
imprisoned in Gwalior in September (540). Shahji set up another
prince, whom he surrendered in November or December 1636. This

boy is called a son (I. B. 135) and elsewhere a kinsman (khesh) of.
Nizam Shah (I. B. 36, 229, 256).
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‘to give up to him some of their late master’s foris.
fShahji Bhonslé, the father of the celebrated Shivaji,

{ with his light cavalry gave the Mughals great trouble.
He could not be finally subdued without first getting
control over Bijapur and Golkonda. [Pad. I. B. 35,
135, 140.]

The occasion called for hercic exertions, and
Shah Jahan made his pieparations cn a befitiing
scale. For more efficient administration, Daulatabad
and Ahmadnagar were now separated from the
province of Khandesh and made an independent
charge, with its separate viceroy and capital,
(November, 1634). Early in the next year a Mughal
force from Daulatabad gave Shahji a long chase, but
returned to Ahmadnagar without being able to catch
the swift Maratha. The Emperor himself arrived at
Daulatabad to direct the operations (21st February,
1636). Three large armies, totalling 50,000 men,
were held ready to be launched upon Bijapur and
Golkonda if they did not submit, while a fourth,
eight thousand strong, under Shaista Khan; was
despatched to capture the Nizam Shahi forts in the
north-west, and to take possession of the Junnar and
Nasik districts. [Ibid. 62, 68—69, 135—150.]

The news of this immense armament cowed
Abdullah, the king of Golkonda, and without striking
a blow in defence of his independence he argeed to

. become a vassal of the Mughals. With an abjectness
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chameful in a crowned hecad, he promised an
annual tribute, coined gold and silver picces at his
capital in the name of Shah Jahan, and causcd the
Mughal Emperor to be proclaimed from the pulpit as
his suzerain, while he stood by in loyal approval!
(April, 1636.)

The king of Bijapur had not fallen so low as
to do that. He made a stand for the power and
dignity of his ancestors. But the three Mughal
.armies at once entered his kingdom from three points,
Bidar in the N. E., Sholapur in the W. and Indapur
in the S. W. With a ruthlessness surpassing that
of the French who dcsolated the Palatinate, the
" Mughal invaders everywhere destroyed all traces of
cultivation, burnt down the houscs, drove off the
cattle, butchered the villagers, or dragged them
away to be sold as slaves. With a refinement of
cruelty they forced their prisoners to carry their own
property for the benefit of the captors! Flourishing
villages were ruined for ever, and the population
thinned.®* But like the Dutch of a generation later,
the Bijapuris opposed to their foes the courage of
despair. They cut the dam of the lake of Shahpur,

* Khan-i-Dauran slew 2000 men at the village of Kalian (Abdul
Hamid, I. B. 151). And so also at other places, Khan-i-Zaman in
the Kolhapur district sold 2000 prisoners of war, male and female,
into slavery (Abd. Ham. I. B. 163). The operations of Khan-i-
PDauran's division are described in Pad. 1. B. 151—154, Sayyid Khan-i-
Jahan's in 155—160, Khan-i-Zaman's in 160—165.
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fooded the country round the capital, and thus
saved the city from invasion. The Mughal raiders
returned bafled to their own territory. Both sides
now felt the need of peace, and a compromise was
soon arrived at.

§ 3. Terms of peace with Bijapur.

Shah Jehan made a treaty with the king of
Bijapur® on the following terms—

(1) Adil Shah, the king of Bijapur, must
acknowledge the overlordship of the Emperor and’
promise to obey his orders in future.

(2) The pretence of a Nizam Shahi kingdom
should be ended and all its territories divided between
the Emperor and the Bijapur king. Adil Shah
should not violate the new imperial frontier nor let
‘his servants hinder the Mughal officers in occupying
and settling the newly annexzed districts.

(3) The Sultan of Bijapur was to retain all his
ancestral territory with the following additions from
the Ahmadnagar kingdom :—in the west, the Shola-
pur and Wangi mahals, between the Bhima and the
Sina rivers, including the forts of Sholapur and
Parenda; in the north-east, the parganas of Bhalki

* For the treaty with Bijapur, Pad. 1. B. 168—173, 203, and with
Golkonda, 177—180.
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and Chidgupa;* and that portion of the Konkan
which had once belonged to the Nizam Shahs,
including the Puna and Chakan districts. These
acquisitions comprised 50 parganas and yielded a

revenue of 20 lakhs of hun (or eighty lakhs of

Rupees). The rest of the Nizam Shahi dominion was

to be récognized as annexed to the empire beyond
guestion or doubt.

(4) Adil Shah should pay the Emperor a peace-
offering of twenty lakhs of Rupees in cash and kind.
But no @nnual tribute was imposed.

(5) Golkonda being now a State under imperial

protection, - Adil Shah should in future treat it with

- friendship, respect its frontier (which was fixed at

the river Manjira, or roughly at 78° East longitude),
and never demand costly presents from its Sultan,
to whoem he must behave ‘‘like an elder brother.”’

(6) Each side undertook not to seduce the
officers of the other from their master’s service, nor
to entertain deserters, and Shah Jahan promised for
himself and his sons that the Bijapur king would
never be called upon to transfer any of his officers
to the imperial service.

* Wangi, 1811 N. 75:12 E. one mile e. of the Bhima and 2] m.
s. w. of Parenda (Ind. At., 39 S. E.) Parenda, 18:15 N. 75-31 E.
(Ibid.) Bhalki, 182 N. 77:15 E., 19 m. n. e. of Kaliani (Ibid, 56.)
Chidgupa 17-42 N. 77-17 E., 21 m. s. e. of Kaliani and 10 m. w. of

: Horhpabad (Ibid, 57). Chakan, 18-45 N. 73-55 E., 30 m. s. of Junnar

(Ibid, 39 N. W.)
3
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(7) Shahji Bhonslé, who had set up a princeling
of the house of Nizam Shah, should not be admitted
to office under Bijapur, unless he ceded Junnar,
Trimbak, and some other forts still in his hands to
Shah Jahan. If he declined, he was not to be
harboured in Bijapur territory or even allowed to
enter it. ) '

On 6th May, 1636, Shah Jahan sent to Adil
Shah a solemn letter impressed with the mark of his
palm dipped in vermilion, promising the above
terms with an appeal to God and the Prophet to be
witnesses. A portrait of the Emperor enclosed in
a frame set with pearls and emeralds and hung by
a string of pearls, which Adil Shah had begged,
accompanied the letter. The Bijapur king received
them on the 20th and in return delivered to the
Mughal ambassador an autograph letter sealed with
his own seal, formally agreeing to the treaty, and
in the presence of the ambassador swore on the
Quran to observe its conditions. [Pad. 1. B. 167,
173—179.]

For the ratification of the treaty an abstract of
it was engraved on a gold plate and delivered to
Adil Shah. .

A still happier settlement was effected with the
Sultan of Golkonda. On 25th June presents worth
40 lakhs of Rupees arrived from him, with an auto-
graph letter in which he vowed allegiance to ‘the
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Emperor. Out of the four lakhs of hun, which he
was bound to pay every year to the kings of Ahmad-
nagar, one-half was transferred to the Emperor, and
the other remitted for the future. This tribute was
stipulated for'in huns, a South Indian gold coin
weighing about 52 grains. But as the exchange
value of the hun in relation to the Rupee afterwards
varied, the king of Golkonda sowed another of the
seeds of his future disputes with the Mughals.*

Thus after forty years of strife the affairs of the
Deccan were at last settled. The position of the
Emperor was asserted beyond challenge, his
boundaries clearly defined, and his suzerainty over
the Southern- kingdoms formally established. A
long period of peace could be now looked forward
to, except for the hunting down of Shahji (who still
led a shadowy Nizam Shahi king by the string),
and the capture of a few forts like Udgir and Ausa,
where the old Nizam Shahi officers still defied the
Mughals. The Bijapur king, therefore, requested
Shah Jahan to return to Northern India, as his con-
tinued presence with a large army was scaring away
the Deccan peasantry from their homes and fields,
and preventing the restoration of cultivation. As for

the five forts in Shahji’s hands, Adil Shah himself

would wrest them from the usurper for the Mughals.

* Adab-i-Alamgiri (Khuda Bakhsh MS.) 56a.
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Nothing being now left for Shah Jahan to do in
the Deccan, he turned his back on Daulatabad (11th
July, 1636) and set out for Mandu. Three days
afterwards he sent away Aurangzib after investing
him with the viceroyalty of the Deccan.

§ 4. Mughal provinces in the Deccan.

The Mughal Deccan at this time* consisted of
four provinces :—

I. KuaNDESH or the Tapti valley, between the
Satpura range in the north and the Sahyadri offshoots
in the south, with its capital at Burhanpur and fort
at Asirgarh.

II. BERAR, south-east of Khandesh, being
bounded on the north by the Mahadev hills and-the
Gond territory at the heart of the modern Central
~ Provinces, and on the south by the Ajanta range and
the Painganga river. lts capital was Elichpur, and
fort Gawilgarh.

[1I. TELINGANA, a vast and undefined territory
of hills and forests, with a sparse and savage popula-
tion, stretching south and east of Berar from Chanda
and the Wainganga river to the northern and north-
eastern frontiers of Golkonda. The whole of it was
upland (Balaghat).}

* Pad. 1. B. 205, 62-63.

t The Golkonda frontier was along the Manjira river, west of
Karimungi, 9 m. n. e. of Bidar (sheet 56). Pad. 1. B. 230, has

Kumgir, cvidently » —istake.
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IV DauLATABAD, with Ahmadnagar and cther
dependencies. This was the Deccan proper and
contained the seat of the viceroy at the fort of
Daulatabad, while the civil station founded by Malik
Ambar a few miles off, at Khirki, rapidly grew in
size and splendour under Aurangzib and was newly
named Aurangabad. The province was bounded
on the north by the Ajanta hills and the Painganga
river. lts eastern frontier as now defined was an
Imaginary line drawn about 77.15 East longitude,
. along the Manyjira river, from Nander to Qandahar®
and Udgir. From the last-named fort the line took
a sharp turn due west to Ausa (a little above the 18th
degree of :North latitude), and then bent north-
westwards by the northern limit of the Sholapur
district, and the forts of Visapur, Parner and Junnar,
till it struck the Western Ghats. At this part the
Ghod river was the southern limit. Beyond Junnar,
the boundary ran northwards along the Ghats, till it
met the s. w. frontier of Khandesh at the angle
where the Chandor hills branch off eastwards.¥

There were in all 64 forts, mostly perched on
hills, in these four provinces, and the total revenue

* Qandahar in the Deccan, 35 miles north of Udgir (Ind. At. 56).
Nilang, a fort midway between Udgir and Ausa, belonged to Bijapur.
+ Chamargunda is spoken of as near the frontier of Mughal
Ahmadnagar {Pad. I. B. 137). The -province of Daulatabad included

the sarkars of Ahmadnagar, Patan, Bir, Jalnapur, Junnar, Sangamnir,

and Fatihabad or Dharur (Ibid, 62.)
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was five krores of Rupees, with which Aurangzib
was to meet all the charges of administration. All
fief-holders in the Deccan received orders to wait
on the prince with their fixed contingents of troops,
as ten forts had yet to be conquered.

§ 5. Capture of Udgir and Ausa.

Shah Jahan had before his departure deputed
two generals, one to besiege Udgir and Ausa in the
S. E., and the other to conquer Junnar in the west
and crush Shahji.

Khan-i-Dauran with his division arrived before
Udgir* on 19th June and at once took possession of
the village under the fort. Trenches were opened
on the s., the W., and the s. w., and mines run
from the western side. As the mines approached
the walls, the garrison lost heart and their leader,
an Abyssinian named Siddi Miftah, opened negotia-
tions for surrender. But he demanded too high a
price, and the siege was pressed on. A mine was
fired and the outer earth-work (fausse braye), a
hundred yards in circuit, was blown down with all
its guns, ballista and other armaments. But as the
citadel was unharmed, no assault was .delivered.
At last on 28th September, after a defence of more

* Udgir, 18:21 N. 77-10 E. Indian Atlas, sh. 56) 24 miles north
of Bhalki. Ausa, 18:15 N. 76:33 E., five miles south of the Towraj
river which flows into the Manjira (Ibid.)
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than three months, the fort capitulated ; Siddi Miftah
was taken into imperial service with the title of
Habsh Khan and the rank of a Commander of Three
Thousand. [Pad. 1. B. 217-219, 248.]

Meantime Ausa had been invested and a detach-
ment left under Rashid Khan to carry on its
siege. The fall of Udgir set free a large force for
strengthening the attack, while it damped the ardour
of the defenders of Ausa. The commandant, a
Rajput named Bhojbal, kept up a ceaseless fire on
the besiegers. But when the trenches reached the
edge of the ditch and mining was started, Bhojbal
at last lost heart, gave up the fort (19th October),
and was taken into the imperial army as a Com-

mander of One Thousand. [Ibid. 220.]
8§ 6. Shahji Bhonslé forced to submit.

Khan-i-Zaman’s division had been equally
successful in the Junnar district and the Konkan.
A Bijapur contingent under Randaula Khan co-
operated with him according to the new treaty.
Leaving Ahmadnagar about the end of June, -he
miarched on Junnar, of which the town was held by
the Mughals and the fort by the Marathas. Two
thousand men were told off to invest it, while the
general himself marched with the rest of his army
to capture Shahji’s home near Puna. Heavy rain

detained him for a month on the bank of the Ghod
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river.* When at last the Mughals reached Lauh-
gaon on the Indrayani river, 34 miles from Shahji’s
camp, the Maratha chief fled south to the hills of
Kondana (Singhgarh) and Torna.¥

The Mughals could not follow him at once as
they had to cross three big rivers and alsc waited to
see whether Randaula Khan would succeed in
inducing Shahji to give up his forts peacefully. At
last they crossed the Bhor-ghat in three divisions.
Meantime Shahji had fled to the Konkan by the
Kumbh4 Pass and begged for asylum in vain at
Danda-Rajpuri and other places. Then he doubled
back by the same pass. But hearing that the
Mughals had entered the Konkan, he lost his head,
and fled towards the fort of Mahuli, 48 miles north-
east of Bombay. Khan-i-Zaman followed hard on
his track, leaving his baggage behind. News came
to him that Shahji was at Muranjan, 30 miles ahead.
The Mughals pushed on thither in spite of the mud;
but as scon as they were seen descending from a
hitlock 6 miles behind the place, the Marathas Jost

heart and fled, leavirg much of their property
behind. At this the Mughals galloped on, slew

*Pad. 1. B. 225-—-230. He evidently halted at Sirur, close to
which is the cantonment of Ghodnadi (/nd. At. 39 N. W.).

+ Lohogaon, 10 m. n. e. of Puna and three miles south of the
Indrayani (Ind. Atlas, sh. 39 S. W.) on the way to Sirur. For Torna
the text has Tornad.
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many of Shahji’s rear-guard, and chased them for
24 miles, till their horses gave up in sheer exhaus-
tion. Shahyji then effected his escape; but his camp,
baggage, spare horses, and camels and the royal
kettledrum, umbrella,” palki, and standard of his
creature, the boy Nizam Shah, were all captured.
The Maratha leader fled fast and in twenty-four
hours reached Mahuli, dismissed his unnecessary
retainers, and prepared to stand a siege. Khan-i-
Zaman made another forced march through the rain
and mud, seized the village at the foot of the fort
with its store of provisions, and sat down before the
two gates of Mahuli, stopping all ingress and egress.
Shahji, after’higgling for terms, at last capitulated :
he entered the Bijapur service, and gave up to the
Mughals his Nizam Shahi princeling, together with
Junnar and six other forts still held by his men.
Evidently he got good terms out of the imperial
Government, but the Court-historian is discreetly
silent about the details. The campaign was over by
the end of October, and Khan-i-Zaman returned to
Aurangzib at Daulatabad to act as the prince’s chief
adviser.

8§ 7. Exactions from the Gond Rajahs.

Khan-i-Dauran,* after capturing Udgir and
Ausa, had extorted from the king of Golkonda a
*Pad. 1. B. 230233,
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famous elephant named Gajmati,- or ‘‘the Pearl
among Elepharits’’, priced one lakh of Rupees, with
another lakh of Rupees for covering it with gold plates
and hawda to make it worthy of presentation to the
Emperor. He next marched into the Gond country,
between the Wardha and the Wainganga, levying
contributions. First he seized the forts of Ashta and
Katanjhar (Katanjhiri) from the hands of some
refractory Gond chiefs, and then besieged Nagpur,
the stronghold of Kukia, the Gond Rajah of Deo-
garh, who had refused to pay contribution. Three
mines were fired, overthrowing two towers and parts
of the wall; the assault was delivered, and the
commandant Deoji taken prisoner. Kukia now
came down on his knees: he interviewed Khan-i-
Dauran (16 January, 1637), and made peace by
presenting one and a half lakhs of Rupees in cash
and all his elephants (170 in number) and promising
an annual tribute of one and one-third lakhs of
Rupees. Nagpur was restored to him.

The victorious Khan-i-Dauran returned to the
Emperor, with 8 lakhs of Rupees levied from the
Gond chiefs and others, and was extolled by his
master above all his other generals, and given the
high title of Nusrat Jang or ‘‘Victorious in War.”’
[Pad. 1. B. 230-33, 246.]

The period of warfare which began with the
Bundela expedition in September, 1635, and ended
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now, enriched the Mughal treasury with tribute and
booty amounting to two krores of Rupees, and added
to the empire a territory which when - cultivated
yielded a revenue of one krore. The Emperor now
despatched a pompous letter to the Shah of Persia
boasting of these conquests and gains. [Ibid. 257-
266, 181.]

Aurangzib, however, was not long idle. The
new treaties with Bijapur and Golkonda and the
submission of the Gond country barred his aggres-
sion in the south and north-east. So, the Emperor
authorised him to enrich himself and extend his
dominion towards the north-west by conquering

Baglana. [Ibid. 280.]

§ 8. Baglana conquered.

Between Khandesh and the Surat coast lies the
district of BAGLANA. It is a small tract, stretching
north’ and south for about 160 miles from the Tapti
river to the Ghatmatha hills of the Nasik district, and
100 miles east and west across the Ghats. It
;contained only a thousand villages and nine forts,
but no town of note. Small as was its area, its well-
watered valleys and hill-slopes smiled with corn-
fields and gardens; all kinds of fruits grew here and
many of them were famous throughout India for
their excellence. The climate, except in the rainy
season, is cool and bracing. The State was further
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enriched by the fact that the minin line of traffic
between the Deccan and Gujrat had run through
- 1t for ages.*®

A Rathor family, claiming descent from the
royal house of ancient Kanauj, had ruled this land
in unbroken succession for fourteen centuries. The
Rajahs styled themselves Shah and used the dis-
tinctive title of BAHARjl. They coined money in
their own names and enjoyed great power from the
advantageous situation of their country and the
impregnable strength of their hill-forts, two of
which, Salhir and Mulhir, were renowned through-
out India as unconquerable. ¥

But this position and these strongholds became
the cause of their ruin when the Mughals conquered
Gujrat and Khandesh and wanted to join hands
across Baglana. An independent prince and master
of mountain fastnesses could not be left in possession
of the main route between these two provinces of the
empire. The great Akbar had invaded the district,

*For a description of Baglana, see Ain-i-Akbari, 1. 25]. Pad.
II. 165-1056. Imp. Gaz. vi. 190—192. Tavernier's Bergram (i 37) pro-
bably stands for Baglana. Khafi Khan, i. 56]. Finch and Roe,
(Kerr, viii. 277, ix. 256).

-t Salhir, 2043 N. 70 E., 5263 feet above sea-level, 9 miles s. w.
of Mulhir (Ind. At. 38 N. W.) Mulhir, 20146 N. 747 E. on the

Mosam river (37 S. W.) Pipla, 20:35 N. 74 E. 9 m. s. of Salhir (38
N. W)
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but after a seven years’ fruitless siege® he had com-
pounded with the Rajah, Pratap Shah, by ceding to
him several villages as the price of protection to all
merchants passing through his land. Bairam Shah
was now seated on the throne of Pratap,
Aurangzib sent an army of 7000 men under
Maloji, a Deccani officer in the imperial service, and

Muhammad Tahir Khurasani (afterwards Wazir
Khan) to besiege the capital Mulhir.f This fort
covers the spacious top of a low hill close to the
Mosam river, 9 miles north-east of Salhir. As is the
case' with all Deccani forts, it shelters a walled
village lower down the hill-side, called the Bari or
in the language of further south the Pettah. Here
lived the Rajah and his family. On 16th January,
1638, the Mughal army in three divisions stormed
the lower fort or Bari, with heavy loss on both
sides.I The Rajah with some 500 men retired to
the upper fort and was there blockaded. A month’s

*Imp. Gaz. vi. 191. 1 can find no support of this statement in
Abul Fazl or Badauni.

tM. U. iii. 937, 522.
: I Khafi Khan [i. 561-564] says that a dare-devil Mughal officer

named Sayyid Abdul Wahhab Khandeshi, with 4 or 5 Sayyids ex-

pert in hill-climbing, one standard-bearer, one trumpeter and one
water-carrier, made a secret march by an unfrequented jungle path
for three successive nights and on the fourth day appeared on the
ridge of the Bari, and suddenly attacked it with a great noise.
Encouraged by his example, the Mughal forces in the plain charged
up hill and stormed the Bari.
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close investment reduced him to submission. He
sent his mother and minister to offer to Aurangzib
the keys of his other eight forts and to beg for him-
self a post in the Emperor’s service, (15th February).
The overture was accepted ; he was created a Com-
mander of Three Thousand and consoled with an
estate in Sultanpur, a district of Khandesh, north of
the Tapti. On 4th June, he evacuated Mulhir; his
kingdom was annexed, and its revenue fixed at 4
lakhs for the present. A month later, his kinsman
Rudbé surrendered the fort of Pipl4, 9 miles south
of Salhir. One hundred and twenty pieces of
artillery, large and small, were seized in the forts.
[Pad. 11. 106-109.]

Bairam Shah’s son-in-law, Somdev, ruled over
Rémnagar. But as the revenue of this petty State
fell short of its public expenditure, it was deemed
unworthy of annexation. A contribution of ten
thousand Rupees was, however, exacted from him.

§ 9. Other incidents of Aurangzib’s first
viceroyalty of the Deccan.

Aurangzib’s first viceroyalty of the Deccan
extended from 14th July, 1636 to 28th May, 1644.
During these eight years he paid four visits to his
father in Northern India, leaving some great noble,
usually his maternal uncle Shaista Khan, to act for
him. He gradually rose in rank, being promoted
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to a command of Twelve Thousand (7,000 troopers)
on l4th August, 1637, and next to the rank of a
Commander of Fifteen Thousand (troopers 9,000)
on 23rd February, 1639. Only a few incidents of
this period are recorded in history. |

Kheloji Bhonslé, the first cousin of Shahji, had
held a high rank among the Nizam Shahi officers.
In 1629 he came over to the Mughals with his two
brothers, Maloji and Parsuji, got the rank of a Com-
mander of Five Thousand, and distinguishcd himself
under the banners of his new master. But in 1633
when the fort of Daulatabad, the last stronghold of
Nizam Shah, was about to fall into the hands of the
imperialists, .Kheloji deserted to Bijapur and
repeatedly fought against the Mughal armics. The
Maratha general’s wife, when going to bathe in the
Godavari, was captured by the Mughal subahdar,
who sent him word, “°A man's wealth is only for
saving his honour. If you pay me four lakhs of
Rupees [ shall release your wife without doing harm
to her chastity.”” No husband can resist such an
appeal, and Kheloji paid this huge ransom. Soon
afterwards, he was dismissed by the Bijapur Sultan
who had made peace with Shah Jahan. Ruined by -
these losses, Kheloji came to the home of his fore-
fathers near Daulatabad and took to a life of plunder
and lawlessness. Aurangzib, on getting news of his
place of hiding, sent a party of soldiers under Malik
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Husain and put the Maratha freebooter to death.
(about October, 1639).*

In 1640, ‘‘the zamindar of Gondwana' (i.e.,
the new Rajah of Deogarh) waited on the young
viceroy at Burhanpur with a thanks-offering of four
labhs of Rupees in return for his being allowed to
succeed his late father. [Pad. 11. 197.]

On 25th March, 1642, a costly set of presents
offered by Aurangzib and consisting of gems,
jewelled ware, rare products of the Deccan, and
elephants, was displayed before the Emperor, who
“accepted out of them one lakh and twenty thousand
Rupees’ worth, and suitably rewarded the giver in

return. [Ibid. 289.]



CHAPTER IV.

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY—VICEROYALTY OF GUIJRAT.

f

§ 1. Persian princes in India marry into Mughal
royal family.

The fort and district of Qandahar had been
given by the Persian king Shah Tahmasp 1. of the
house of Safawi, to his nephew, Sultan IHusain Mirza
as an appanage. [Husain's son Mirza Muzaffar
Husain exchanged the lordship of barren Qandahar
for a high rank and splendid salary in the service
of Akbar. His younger brother Mirza Rustam, too,
emigrated to India in Akbar's reign and rose to
eminence under Jahangir.

The Mughal Emperor made the most of this
opportunity of ennobling their blood by alliances
with the royal family of Persia cven through a
younger branch. Muzaffar Husain's daughter was
married to Shah Jahan, and two daughters of Mirza
Rustam to the princes Parviz and Shuja. Rustam's
son was now a high grandec with the title of Shah
Nawaz Khan.* One daughter of Shah Nawaz,
named Dilras Banu, was betrothed to Aurangzib,

*For Mirza Muzaffar Husain, M. U. iii. 296; Mirza Rustam,
‘M_.' U. iii. 434; Shah Nawaz Khan, M. U. ii. 670.

4
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1637, and next year another daughter was married

to Murad Bakhsh.#

§ 2. Aurangzib married to Dilras Banu Begam.
On 15th April, 1637, Aurangzib arrived at

Agra for his marriage. Shah Jahan wrote him a
most loving invitation in verse to come and see him
quickly and without ceremony. Next day the prince
had audience of his father. The royal astrologers
had fixed 8th May as the date of the marriage. In
the preceding evening was the ceremony of henna-
bandi or dyeing the bridegroom’s hands and feet
with the red juice of the henna (Lawsonia inermis).
Following the Indian custom, the bride’s father sent
the hennae in a grand procession of the male and
female friends of his house, servants and musicians.
With the henna came an infinite variety of presents,
"a costly full-dress suit for the bridegroom, toilet need
ments, embroidered scarfs for his kinsfolk, perfumed
essence, sugar-candy, huge quantities of confects,
dried fruits, prepared betel-leaves, and fireworks.

In the Private Hall of the Palace, the prince’s
hands and feet were stained red with the henna,
by ladies concealed behind a screen, and he was
robed in the bride’s presents, smeared with perfumes,

* A generation afterwards (4 Marcl,, 1683) Azarm Banu, the
daughter of Shah Nawaz's son, was married to Aurangzib's youngest

son, Kam Bakhsh (M. 4. 225.)
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and fed with the lucky sugar-candy. Then he held
a reception of his male guests, which his uncle
Yamin-ud-daula and other nobles attended, while the
ladies looked on from behind lattice-screens. In the
richly furnished hall the wedding gifts were displayed
on trays, the scarfs, confects and betel-leaves were
distributed, and the fireworks let off outside. All
the time singing and dancing went on. The night’s
work was concluded with a supper to which the bride-
groom sat down with all his guests.

Next night the marriage took place. The astro-
logers had selected four hours before dawn as the
luckiest time for the ceremony. A long while before
that hour the. grand wazir Yamin-ud-daula Asaf
Khan and Prince Murad Bakhsh went to Aurangzib’s
mansion on the Jamuna, and conducted him by the
river-side road to the fort-palace, to make his bow
to the Emperor, who gave him costly presents of all
kinds,—robes, jewels, daggers, horses, and
elephants, and with his own hands tied to the bride-
groom’s turban a glittering sehra or bunch of pearls
and precious stones falling over his face like a veil.
Then the marriage-procession was formed. Led by
Murad, Yamin-ud-daula and other grandees on horse-
back, the long line paraded the streets of the capital,
with music, lights, and discharge of fireworks that
baffle description. When it reached the bride’s
house, the guests were made welcome and
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entertained by her father. Shah Jahan arrived by boat
just before the ceremony, and in his presence the
Qazi united the young pair in wedlock. The bride-
© groom promised his wife a dowry (kabin) of four
lakhs of Rupees; this she was to get from him in
- case of divorce. Her father kept himself aloof from
the ceremony, for such is the custom of the Indian
Muslims.

The marriage being over, another reception was
held (14th May) in Aurangzib’s house at which the
Emperor was present. Wedding gifts were presented
to the nobles, who bowed their thanks first to the
Emperor and then to the bridegroom. The newly
married prince spent more than three happy months
¢/ with his father at Agra and then, on 4th September,
took his leave for the Deccan. [Pad. 1.B. 255, 267
270, 280.]

§ 3. Aurangzib’s wives.

We may here conveniently describe Aurangzib's
wives and children. Dilras Banu, his consort, bore
the high title of Begam or Princess. She died at
Aurangabad on 8th October, 1657, from illness
following child-birth,* and was buried in that city,
under the title of ‘the Rabia of the Age’ (Rabia-ud-

* Kambu, 6b; Adab-i-Alamgiri, 198a; Kalimat-i-Tayyibat, 36 &
39a.
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daurani), Her tomb was repaired by her son Azam
under order of Aurangzib, and is one of the sights
of the place. She seems to have been a proud and
self-willed lady and her husband stood in some awe
of her. [Anecdotes § 27.]

The Emperor's secondary wives were
styled Bdis and Mahals. To this class belonged
Rahmat-un-nisa, surnamed Nawab Bai, the
mother of Bahadur Shah 1. She was the
daughter of Rajah Raju of the Rajauri State in
Kashmir, and came of the hill-Rajput blood. [Storia
do Mogor, ii. 57n, 276n.] But on her son's acces-
sion to the throne of Delhi a false pedigree was
invented for her in order to give Bahadur Shah a
Tight to cell himself a Sayyid. It was asserted by
the flatterers of the imperial Court that a Muslim
saint named Sayyid Shah Mir, sprung from the
celebrated Sayyid Abdul Qadir Gilani, had taken to
a life of retirement among the hills of Rajauri. The
Rajah of the country waited on him and in course
of time so adored the holy man as to offer him his
maiden daughter. The saint accepted the virgin
tribute, converted and wedded her, and thus became
the father of a son and a daughter. Then he went
on a pilgrimage to the holy land of Islam, where all
trace of him was lost. The Rajah brought up his
deserted grand-children as Hindus, keeping their
Pparentage a secret. When Shah Jahan demanded
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from him a daughter of his house, the Rajah sent
him this grand-daughter, who was noted for her
beauty, goodness and intelligence. In the imperial
harem the girl was taught languages and culture
by a set of masters, governesses, and Persian women
versed in good manners, and in due time she was
united to Prince Aurangzib. Such is one of the
many conflicting accounts of the origin of Nawab
Bai. Khafi Khan [ii. 604] narrates it as mere
hearsay, and we may reject it as the invention of
courtiers eager to flatter their master.*

She built a sarai at Fardapur, at the foot of
the pass, and also founded Baijipura, a suburb of

-

Aurangabad. [K. K. ii. 605.] The misconduct
of her sons, Muhammad Sultan and Muazzam, who
disobeyed the Emperor under the influence of evil
‘counsellors, embittered her latter life. Her advice
and even personal entreaty had no effect on
Muazzam,T who was at last placed under arrest.
Nawab Bai seems to have lost her charms and with

* But there is nothing improbable in the story. In Bhimbhar,
another district of Kashmir, Hindus and Muslims used to intermarry,
and the wife, whatever might have been her father’s creed, was burnt
or buried as her husband happened to be a Hindu or Islamite. But
in October, 1634, Shah Jahan forbade the custom and ordered that
every Hindu who had taken a Muslim wife must either embrace
islam and be married anew to her, or Lhe must give her up to be
wedded to a Muslim. This order was rigorously enforced. (Pad.

1. B. 57).
M. A. 101, 293, (and for Sultan) 30, 121.
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them her husband’s favour rather early in life, and
ended her days some time before the middle of 1691
at Delhi, after many years of separation from her

husband and sons. [M.A. 343.]

Another secondary wife was ‘durangabadi
Mahal, so named because she entered the prince’s
harem in the city of Aurangabad. The bubonic
plague carried her off at the city of Bijapur® in
October or November [688.

Her death removed the last rival of Aurangzib’s
youngest and best loved concubine, Udipuri Mahal,
the mother of Kam Bakhsh. The contemporary
Venetian traveller Manucci [i. 361, ii. 107] speaks
of her as a Georgian slave-girl of Dara Shukoh’s
harem, who, on the downfall of her first master,
became the concubine of his victorious rival. She
seems to have been a very young woman at the time,
as she first became a mother in 1667, when
Aurangzib was verging on fifty. She retained her
youth and influence over the Emperor till his death,
and was the darling of his old age. Under the spell
of her beauty he pardoned the many faults of Kam

*M. A. 318. Her tomb is thus described by Manucci, ** The
king caused a magnificent tomb to be erected to the princess, pro-
vided with a dome .of extraordinary height, the whole executed in
marble brought expressly from the province of Ajmer.” (Storia, iii.

269). He has confounded her with Dil