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SRT RAMAKRISHNA'S TEACHINGS

THE JNANI AND HIS BODILY ILLNESS

WHEN the mind is attached to the con-
sciousness of the external world it sees gross
objects and abules in the Annamaya-Kosha,
—1he physical sheath of the soul, which
dependd onfood. When the mind turns it.
self inward, it is like shutting the door of a
house and entering its inner apartinents; that
is to say, it goues from the gross into the
sublle, thence into the causal, till it reaches
the final causal state.  In that state the mind

is merged in the Absolute and nothing can
be toid.

PANDIT Sasadhar seejug the. Master’s 1ill.
ness asked hint: Why dost thoun not con-

centrate thy mind upon the diseased part and
thus cure thyself?

The Blragavan replied: How can I fix
my nind Which V¥V have given to God, upan
this cage of flesh and bluod ?

Sasadhar said : Why dost thou not pray
to thy Divire Mother for cure of thy illness ?
The Bhagavanw answered : When [ think of

my Mother, the physical body vanishes and
I am entirel out of it, so it is impossible for

me to pray ﬂxrdﬁ;ﬂm_mmmw

Extracted from The Gospel of 8ri Ramakrishna by M.
in Bengali,

WHEN Sri Ramakrishna’s uess was so
bad that he could bardly speak: or zwallew
any food, he exclaimed: | am how speaking
and eating throngh so many mouth 1 am
the Soul of all the wsouls, ¥ bhave inonne
mouths. I am the lafmite Spipt covered by
a human.skin which has a wound scmswhers
in_ the throat. When the body i f“f’ﬁ;#
iHness reacts npon the mind  Wiic: oGdas
burned- by hot water one says; 'T *' bt

bnms and not thc wa{cr AMm
body, all dissase is in the bady bur "‘* .
is above pain and beyond fne :: ZRT T
disease.

THE Mother has bronght on ti - =X
it ine to teach man how to L. ”" s

Spmt and how to live in God coii. *"“"""
even when there is extreme palizn -~ vy
when the bﬂdy is sufleruig fom - ;ﬁv
of pain and starvatian, w}mn’“tf*
rcmcd within human > eve -r! me
Mothcr shows me thar Spiritfs the . zr6i:
the body, My Divine Mother La .mght
this llhlcss u.pqu this body to co:.. . & tﬁe

scc'pm:s rat Avman s divineg *:*.E"s 36
consciousuess is true, that when on- mm}}gs

perfection, freedom from all boucade o
attained.
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OCCASIONAL NOTES

E fail oftentimes to give the deserved
credit to thie People for their part
in the making of our Hindu culture, This
defect prevents many of us from forming a
tmar conceptivn of the greatness of our People ;
it prevents us likewise from having a sense
of true and organic nationalismy and a truly-
placed patriotisin, The People are as much
nacessary in the history of any religious
calintre as its greatest exponentsy What
wonld even Saukaracharya be without the
Sadhana of the People as the batkground of
his saplime utterances! Sri Keishna and Sri
Rama Themselves are ouly creations of the
nation's facuity for idealising, Great men
are the expression, the embodiment of great
patlons. Let tus look, hevcoeforth, at\ the
chiaracter of the People through the perspec-
tive-of the grecztness of its representatives,
and vice:wversa Then alone shall we under-
giEyid thdt devoiion to the Sages. aye eveh
ﬁ Gati--and devotion to the People s
' the same and equally spiritnal
i "'arya, Chaitanya, Rainanuja, Kabir,
g6 Napak aud other makers af religious

.'. n‘
r"'l'- .t.,#

gachaiin Hinduism are only the point of
u?ﬁ ation, from the ideal into the real,
{"a *abstraf‘t nito the concrete, of tlte

peneral tndeuc es of the Judiap -mind in its
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‘*"‘""";. ..;__ eutly scientific in our ineta-
""' ar® too cmuplaccnt in the

“j.hc logic of fu er ages; but, if

o progress w¢ must introduce

*1mhncas of thfm-'ht mto oor

§ S50 nany phouabrapluc records
Grcat miuds have arisen iu our

tedast half of the uineteenth century,

developing new aspects in our national thought
and outinok. WHhy not study these as well
as—if not, indeed, more than—the =azes and
logicians of centuries long dead? Illccause
a philosopliy or epic is old is no sigun that it
has any right, strictly speaking, to be vene-
rated or regarded as infallible, The Sages of
old, let it be remembered, were MOIVIRN In
their time. They expressed the new ntional
vigour and renaissance of their owun age,
So in our own day, the prophets of our own
tiime must be reverenced and their ideas
heeded and assimitated. Let us kz~o abreast
with “ To day.” Just as it is phiystcally true
that “ To-morrow” and “To-day” precede
“Yesterday,” so it should be equally morally
and intellectually true that the reveiations of
the future and the present should cocive a
prior attention over those of the rciote, or
even the imimediate past.

“The spirit of modernism”™ may not be
propitious to archaic *and time-ridden insti-
tutions, but it is essentially necessary for the
progress of all social and truly religions life.
One of the greatest prophets of “ modernising™
and particularly as Wt aflected the present
transition in Iundia, was unquestionably the
Swami Vivekananda, His priine motto—whici
has becowne so current iy our present national
life—was, “ If [ find something betizr, some
grreater truth on the morrowy; I shall change
it immediately for what I possess and believe
to-day.” Therintensification in our inidst of
such courageous determination with reference
to the problems which coufrofit us in the
adjustomient between “ Old [udia” and “ New
lnldla"‘wuutd—zssmcdly-dwclop_ma: vellously
our progressive tepdencies. We must be
geady to change century-worn thec-i~s at a
moment’s notice if better theories ar: offered
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Iudia as a
ideas™

us. The spontaneity with which
whole has responded to the ¢

propagated 1 Hinduism by
Vivekananda, on his t:*]ttfnplz;mt return f{rom

11C Ly
the

his relioious reform-woric 1n the West s an

uppmpeachable testhmony that Tndia 15 not

only aive but is ready and eacer to enter.
vigorously into the open ficlds of a complete.

Renaissance.

i —

urope awoke to a new order of life at the

beginning of the sixteenth century,  Though”
it was a religious awakening it proved to be
an influence in every phase

scientific and modernist movements which.
affect us even to this present moment, India.
is awakening in the twentieth century, but:

this does not nnply that she possesses less
The period “for the
germination of ideas and the transpositibn of

forms of racial thought and feeling” may
have taken soine time longer, but we bclicvc'

vitality than the West,

that the longer the developing process, the |
surer and the more invincible the translation .
of nationul potentiality into power.

tody sure. No one knew that better than the

Swami Vivekananda,
wliosc ideas this magazine exists.
centuries of latent development, here and -
thiere, in the course of her history does not
mean that Indiais asleep or dead.
wake of ‘the preat silence of the Vedic.

periods we come suddenly upon the g](}rics-:;-

of the age of the Mahabharata, and so it
will always be. Thee iIs no occasion for

“hope” because there is no occasion for
“despair.” Hoping and despairing are the
business of dreamers. We are awake.

It is well enough to call joudly and extra-
vagantly for thie education of our Iudizf
women aud to deplore their present coudition,
But in doing so we are apt to lose sight of

Swami

of Western.
civilisation, creating new nationalities and the

India, 1t

may be, is somewhat.slow in her rotation.
uypon the axis of her culture, but ske is infall- .
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a very important fact, namely, that they ars
already highly cultared "and refined. It s
-ohly acad that g doivn The iustitctions of
Liis country. wholcaalc or speaks of its wumcn

as “imferior,” We- may be . confron it ig
true, with certain woman’s pmblcm:, t 3 nm!i;
ing well the value of our; Dhar}ha v know
also the valne of our. Indlan womy L If"w‘f‘
have national qcl(*mﬁpcct an@ m . osons
of Mother. India, weare also. thc sorss of OEE,

mcthcrs and: proud . m fbc knowz. e BUE
~ Isa smattering of - sccula,r kaowl: - q%

that mostly foreiga;which: rtformcra TR . SR
or character of final vaiqa? And’ i dieve
that charactcr is- the gaaf then: wi  vesa .
_ that our ivomen” ‘have no® cbnracta That!
would be bastardy, n}de_TI”Wc TG } it o
Know that the Dﬁarma *’hﬂfds ﬁ‘ﬂuﬁ‘f
“opportunities fm' its sohh'i'nd {%ﬂ e tm:

dcvclopmfznt of chamctcr Let us éi hea
in'mind that, tlmugh we' may Ignv p; hitm

- i-lru-"l'

in comzcctmn with Indfatl Womam *‘*f‘f. D -

C Ay T .11-}: 1_“’"&" e IR ‘rz ,ﬂ
fore we are rcfurmurs,wa e, > the
) ,
~sons of our. mathcrs aud In;i -*':r{;um.*:. :
- B Hwawaﬂiiﬂ-“n‘:; RS
| S Tl TS
f ] .- . i;;,‘;,;*_ - .‘
‘ | At g e F e L £ v
Abcut 2 hculy' nhrinc orﬂm&* 7. S 2w

; i-‘?r.;"' et R R S

- L

“?:ﬁ‘ -.
- 1& f X '.
If in your chamb:r;au pray off and’s e b
Soon will there wmged 5153“
And make their hamc mﬂ: S y0ik; ARd whare "
AII Wm"hf ‘Oll aﬂd allahilye, v
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T know s humblc, phf nly sdydom,

So thronged with presences smn?q&?gigﬁ_ﬁ g ST

The heaniest heart therein forgets Ris'z #!mwz G
As in some gorgeous temple ﬁﬂ;d.m 1 p E

These heavenly spints. glado:
Live only in the atmosphere,
Make fur
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*?_.. . _ ~,_=:i' nrliest 1dca is that a man, when he dies,
N Liggﬁ, iﬁm_mhilaled Somelhmg lwes and
" ng ¢ven aftér the ‘'man ‘is dead.
- -- .better to comparc the three
ii ns,_. the "Egj ptians, the’ Babylr.m-
%'hnntr Hlndus and lake this idea’
.,e,; ﬁW'th the. Egyptians and. the’
SR anias “}37. ;crt of soul idea,—that-of ‘a-
habody“ accordmg to . them,.
'ﬁ df'w :ich is movmg and workmg'
Mf ""'l;"tgmcr ‘body dies, the double;

Mﬁwg L AN

ﬂgﬁfgﬁﬁ gfgtgm lenglh of time;
e ofisth Pf’ﬁ%double i llI'IIltcd by the pre-
;f‘*ﬁ'f“-;f:;- ‘g;body JE the_body which
j’f jured in any’ part, the
f jjq;';d;in _that part. That is’
ihd:ial lhqk anibicht Egypuans such
O the d?afd ‘bodyof a- person
Bz el yramids, ete.’” We find’
! i.mdMw 2

"‘ .. m,,cannot ‘live” on through

i
A

“‘i 4% livc on for a cerl.am t:mc |

% -Ba"-l'bigl- :

ong RS thc body :t. h;s Icft can

e ’ :,.1 ' {; ) '1.';. n,s:% ..-..... e o -, P ,_';: - R,
]t tha.t“ there is an elcmcnt

i : thi _@;lonbfe. _, Tt is* alwa)‘s
i *i:# -e:w ﬁ';‘;;l!"
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Vg, asking.for, food” and
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the.. andent Egyp-~
,1t to_ exposing the . body on a tower

urc__ havc. :

oo Unpuéiz:}t:d [c'cmre é_y Swam: Vw:énnanda

the contrary, it has obtained freedom from this

_bndy, and hence the peculiar Ar}:ln cusion of

burning the deid. They wamt to get rid of the
body which the person has left; while the E.vptian
wants to preserve i{ by burying, embahmn;., and
building pyramids. Ap'm from the most primitive.
system of doing away “with the dead, amongst
nations adxanc:..d to a certain extent the method . of
doing away ‘with the bodies of the dead is 2 grcat
indication of their idea of the soul. Wl‘;erever
we find the 'idea of a departed soul
cannethd with the idea- of the dead bodg,, we.
always find the tendency to prcserve the body, and
we also find burying in some -form or other. On
the other hand, with 1hos¢ n whom the idea has

e - whma e

developed that.the soul is a scparate entity from the
. body and will not be hurt'if the dead body is even
. destroyed, burmng is always the process resorted
to. " Thus we find among- all anclent. Arvan races
burning of the dead ; although the Parsees clanged

very. name of the tower meansa “burning- p]ace -‘
showing. that- in _ancient times they- also used 1o’
-burn’ lh¢:r-bod1es “The . other. pccuham' is that,
“among the Aryans lhcrc was no o:lcmﬁn* of  fear.

.with these doubles: They are not comi;; down'
“to.ask for food or help;’ _and -when dei-d that’
nand agmn comlng help, the)f do not bccomc fem-cmus,_f:-: try lo.
' dusuoy those that are living: Thcy ralher mre doyiul,
“are glad at:‘\g‘c}ung frec. -~ Thre fir€, of th- :uneral
pyrc is the symbol of’ dlsmtcgranon. LT +mbol

__ts ‘asked "to take the’ departcd soul gori
in and?to carry it to the place where’ lhc .f’i”*“’”‘ live,
where there is na'sormw whcre thcre 15 joy idi-

ever, and SO on. | c.
Of_‘__these two ideas we see at onée that ey afe

A

of*;s similar nalure..lthe one’ ﬂptlmISlIC and’ thc
"'ot ei‘
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imlsuc bemg thc elemcnmry The  one
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thc Aryans ﬂ;emsclves bad or may have had
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’qulte i bright thing, sometliing brlght When a
. man dips!"tlﬂs,_soui goes to live with ihe fatliers’

and lives there enjoying their happiness, “These
fathers receive it with great Kindngss; e
most ancient ‘idea in India of asoul. Tater on
this- n\u bccomcs higher and ligher,  Then it was
found out that what they called the
‘wan ‘not’ realh" the soul.  “Fhis bnhht bouty, Sne
“bady, however. fine it wmight be. was a
all; and alil bodies wust he made up of materials,
eilher gross or fine.

14 1he

st In:fnrc

Luody wfler

'_must be itmiu:d aua  could :u' ‘he  eterual.
Change is miu:reu,t in every - form. How conld
. that which is changeful be cternal?  Sv, behind

- this brrgllt body, as it were, they found sunlelhmg'
| ‘whfch was the soul of man,
-v-Mman* lhe Self
. had also 10 undergq various changes. -

It was called the

‘L'his- Stlf idea then began. It
By some it
_‘wasﬁ.llmughf that-this Sclf was eternal; .that it was
- very minute, alniost as minute as an atown ; that it
lhed in & cértain part of the body, and wheu a mnan
- died lna Sclf went away, taking along” with it the
brigl quy Thete were oiher people who denied
the atomlc namre of the soul on the sanie ground
on whl'ch they llad dcmed lltat lhls bnght body
was the soui.;:. t

o

...'.,;
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Oul of:al! t'hc*;e vanous Gpmwns rose SanLh}a

.FJH-:

p'll[losoplj }vllerc at'ouce we find Tmmense: Ydiffer-
‘ences, . lhc'i'dca there is ﬂtat mau - “has ﬁral this
gtoss body 3

Rl .
wllld:h -8 the vehlcle of the. m:mi, ‘as _lt w_cre, _and

%ﬁl Tevéal tlfat is the Self lhc Pcrcenér a.s ﬂj__ﬂ_:_
'A% call it,

- present. . “That is,” yolir soul. and’.my soul "'_a.ud
ever)ones*ioul, is cveryuhcre at the . sa:ne_mhlqw

Ilow can’ lt be saul to. O'Cc'l'lp}h-

'I‘ic Iol'll‘l]"___ 3’ can onlj ‘be infinite.
Is eu:ywli‘éi': ST
% ¢ e apd, W;fj#"».@'
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THE NATURE: OF THLE SOUL AND, ITS GO&L

- soul. is pure aud pcrfcct, owmnipotent

~wmind it has got..
Whatever had form or shape

- thoughts whlch IS~H-\"

“the power and pum} 'of the
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answer waa thal it was in the sonl : (hé o) af thﬁ
Labe had this knﬁﬂ‘ﬂdf"é and- power, Itm:* e very-

hffgmmu,;.' T s pm\'ar 'Lln& pm‘mf. this ﬂtl‘ﬂlglh
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What is meant bf
jhits umrm::nrmun Or unulmufcsnl:on? L““lt t'ﬂ:h
ud Guiv
niscrent,” as they say “in the baunh}a“ -11 It can
manifest’ uu:lf cmcrnally only a:.t.ordn.b 10" thc
lhc mmd .:9, as,. At t»ure,.tht
r::ﬂccnng mirror of the saul My mind re; I&tls toa,
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worse thrm _tho. in witdch thou dot;t now find
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NE of the greatest features of Egypt
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and again the deep silence was broken by oﬁ"erings of dates am:iother g’ifts to r‘ﬁfﬂ.

the sound of splashing oars, and plcturesque
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of harp and lute, thc soigs, thie games, the
wrestlings, the' feasts; the boats.of pleasure
jostling with the sacred funerary barques. of
the dead-—sct in the brilliant clearness of the
cloudless sky in an Oriental -atmosphere, this
motley- pageant secmcd to p-ass I review.
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After sauntering about these’ ﬁecmntmn‘
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lapses into thc present prosaic world,
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“then alone, stands not only as a religious and spirit-

.VJ;NEKANA‘{DA A STUDY ual instructor and preacher butalsoasa lic J&nnr

The highest success in spiritual life

is always
Mr T. G Harrlson at the Fifiy- associated with this inward search or concentralion

- -'lgclebrauﬂn of Swami Vivekananda ©OF the Divine within. Ramakrishna Paramabamsa
ol l e da Somcl of Cnlombo ] ME Deva, Swami Vivekananda’s Guru, used ‘to be
dine )' seated for days and nights in steadfast concentra-

tion, ( being in a state of Samadhi) dead to tlie

" ?;fuz'dzvﬁ::m:r 151;” gifgfe world and .its surroundings, and while the busy
:’.ﬂ,;,.ﬁ LRl $p world slept, he y '
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LS

,.-,'L;e;,;:: “attributes into the knowl- lnIl?m. o 4; | | :
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astaundipg résults are noticed in the conversion of
thousands in America ahd other Western lands,
gained through the spirftual power of Ramakrishina

Paramahamsa Deva and his enlightened disciple
Srimat Swami_Vivekananda.

There are salient points in the characteristics of
different ages wliich we muay compare, and upon
whicli we may profitably reflect.  Rishis flourished
in the age when spirituality was in its full-blown
glory, and if without entering into a minute com-
patrison we contrast that age with this, it might
safely be affirined 1hat, whilst ours is the age of
materialistic devices and designs, that was pre-
eminently the age of gigantic minds—of Incfia's
loftiest spiritual heroes. \We are too much moulded
in the manufactory of custom. In the days of the
gigantic minds some of tlie noblest thoughts were
evolved and by some of the noblest and spiritual
intellects that time ever produced. The age was
one of great men, who laboured and men hke
Ramakrishna Paramehamsa Deva, Srimat Swami
Vivekananda and others entered into theirlabours—
aye, their labours wrought out in deep sufterings,
agonising thoughts, tears and their life-blood. Their
very words bore the impress of their spirilual
grandeur. In those days through the earnest reli-
gious stress-of-the times, every man was compelled
as we would say, to think and to act in reference
to the greatest subjects_that touch human nature.

Those who had entered into <he labours of the
gigantic minds of that age had derived a peculiar
character-from the- dally contemplation of those
superior beings and eternal interests; and of the
ihpulse of their earnestness many partoock and
are partaking. Swami Vivekananda combined the
heart of an innocent child with the imagination of
& poet and the magnanimity of a divine spirit. His
soul was large, benignant and sincere, and within
his bosom throbbed a heart of Infinite Love.

He preached and was favourably received, and
lectured and discoursed in various parts of America.
His silveiy eloquence was jrresistible In its. charm
and awakened in every heart a feeling for the
knowledge of that Inward Search for the Divine,
His works do follow him. The Shastras teach
tnat the Supreme whose work Is the Universe,
always dwelligg in the heart of all belngs, is re.
vealed by the gieart. Those that knew Him be-
come immortal and this knowledge is gained by
ceaseless concintration.

Swami Vivexananda’s sermons, lectures and
discourses have fulfilled the tationy of those
who apprecime the highest glass of religious
literature. Mamy have expressed their conmvicuon
that they desedve to be.ranked among the ve
noblest produgions of spiritual eToqucnce whi
have r&ached them for many years. They are
full of thought and vigour and surpass anything yet
known in theht simplicity for the illustration of

S\WAMI VIVEKANANDA A STUDY
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spiritual truth, which is the greatest bo~~ con-
ferred on the Western student, The Swami s works
are unutterably precious and a combinadon of
the richest and priceless gems. XHow meny
troubled hearts have they comfnrtedd? How magyp
fears dispelled! - One can scarcely couceive the
blank their obliteration would leave aniong the
spiritually inclined.

When his theme brings him Into the ;resence.
of the Divine agency working within him i nature
or in mind he never fails 1o glow into fe: . :r, and
rise to strains “of loft d Spiritual <o *ucncg.
In his lectures -in; In 3
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PRABUDDHA BHARATA

NPIA/GIMESSAGE TO THE WORLD

ﬁj! ) m’!?::ilh.i ' CO]‘I‘CBPOndent Df“‘ Thc Ad\DCﬂte,”
LEEROW.MITLCS to the paper as {ollows :—

i »"”}" gmndy of Comparative Religion has
Rene "*‘“r-“_ff‘l undertaken in this country an
vy Glehab'bccn struck by many English
o ;Mw c‘irrrefercnces to the beliet of non-
w_-naf,nu I have been so much im-
.. ;_-.: 3 *,j R sermon which I heard last Sunday
e ‘#'-u’ Charch, Wimbledon (Congre—
‘fﬁ PRNNg mainTy with the Indian idea of
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a.ﬁ} ,',:..,..“_‘ IIIE for sending them a fairly full
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YARPERCEEESICT, M, A., L. L. B. Minisier of the
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ST s T txponcols of the modern view of
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y that the son of manis? And
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of the descent of the Supreme Sclfl into s t'muh 0 f

souls who lived in the ifhusive phenomend v ld of
sense, but who could move {rom body 1. sy

again into Dblissful uvnion with Biabman the alle
mc‘lusn& God.

{ 5 ) About 400 to 200 B. C. there came ideas of
the gods Dbeing Avalaras or Incarnations, the
most cherished of these conceptions bring hat of
Vishnu, the Life-Principle of the. univorse, having
incarnated in Krishna. This was told in Aslong

collection of poems known as theé Mahabhaata, in
which is mcluded the Bhagavad-Gita, or th Loed's
Song. The story of Krishna inchul=<  certain
elements which have been called by som - i ansanal,

but which were undoubtedly symbalic i H|nuuml
ideas. The account of Krishna's life 1I~m g ﬂhmhr '3
episodes very like those contained i - Christ
5toty.......Such elements, however, are (o .o [onnd
in many faiths, and the Bh'tgavad Gita o written
long bcfore Chrlsuamly could have reaclic.d, India,

Sir Monier Williams will not allow that there was
copying by the Hindus, but reminds us that “the
Bible is a thoroughly Oriental book.” It is more
likely that Hindu ldeas had filtered through to
Palestine via Persia. The belief in the incarnation
of Vishnu in the person_of Krishna came as a
solace to the people, who craved an incarnate toving
deity, one who pitied and saved men.

THE TracHING o7 THE UPANISHADS.

We come now to the main message of the
Upanishads ( of which there are 108 ). It tells.of
the descent or seif-differentiation of the Universal
God Brahman into myriads of souls who needs
must struggle through bodily lives ( vegetable,
animal, ‘human, and angelic ) up to union with God.
As a matter of fact, this'conception is not the
monopoly of India. !tis religion in its universal
aspect, for we can feel Iafinity withm us moving us
upward and our great ideal—-as yet unrealised—ig
2 witness thereto.

The characteristic and difficult part of th:» message
ig that sonls pass through several bodies or vehicles
of self-culture and self-expression, but it i: ()ue Life
in all, and of that we must become consc:us. The

Upanishads thus speak I quote the tran-!:tion by
Srish Chandra Vasu of Allahabad ):

“Though this body be reduced to 2 .zs, the
Indwelling Spirit, the Lord, does not ¢ He is
mmmortal. The support of the Unive, i s
Dﬂﬁ“ﬂ!‘iﬁlh& hearts 'Df‘lﬂ creafures., v, SERUEEE

ever satisfied with wealth, The Iuner &
creatures is One onl He is awake when men
‘STEEP He13 the I'nmr Sett of 3t creat

makes his form manifold. By truthfutne.. Tefehs
knowledge and self-control is Atmaic bliss. (:_n. sout)
reached...,...God is far, yet near. He is witlin the
Universe. YWhoever beholds all Living creatures as
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in IIim, and Him the Universal Snirit, as in all
henceforth regards no ertature with contemptl.”

Thus_the Upanishads regard one life as being
in all souls, and salvation consists 10 strving in
bodies and forms to become conscious of the One
instead of beinoiost in the sensations { which are
illusive ). ‘That our seonses  do  deceive us 18
evident, becduse colour, size, OPAGUENTSS, lhardness,
sweetness, do not really belong o objects tieni-
s¢lves, but exist only in relation to our minds, (e, g.
‘in X'rays wood and fleshare no longer opaque;
tve can- see theough them ).

CaN Curistrans Berreve It/

Can we Dbelieve in the transmigration of soul?
Probably we shall at first reject the idea with scorn.
1t sounds so different from anything we have been
‘taught, and it cannot be proved. Dut a few thoughts
about it may ‘help us to give the idea atleasta

place in our minds.

~The doctrine of transmigration is believed, and
has.been believed, all over the world. Clhamber's
Encyctopredia has angrticte on * I'ransmigration ”’
which sliows it to have been held among Baddhists
4n many parts of Asia, by the Egyptians, the
Deruids, the ancient Greeks, the people of Mada-
gascar, various African tribes and by several races
in North America. Ovid, too, the Koman poet,
said,—

“ Dies not the spirit,

But new life repeats,

Into other forms,

And only changes scats.

Even.l, who these mysterious truths declare,
Was ouce Euplicebus, in the Trojan war;
3y name and lineage I remcinber well.
TThus all things aré but altered, nothing dies,
And here and there the unbodicd spirit flies.”

The {dex is also in the Bible. Jacob’s dream of
a ladder reaching to heaven is probably an old
myth, by ‘meansof which the idea of belieVihg in
transmigration was thrown, back.in history, even
to Jacob, who was an eponymous ancestor of
the }t:ws.

Origen ( abput 250 A. D. ) said that the descent
of souls was Mescribed symbolically by a ladder
teaching from heaven to earth, and in the cult ot
Mithras a ladder was placed in the cave (the
temple ) to represent souls coming from heaven 1o

earth. So in Jacob’s dream, the angels( souls)
were descendiBg and ascending.

Further, in®athew XVI, 14, and XVII, 12, we
?c.u.he same tmea for it undoubtedly lies behind
he sayings tha Elijah had ocome again in Joha the
Baptist. and. Jercmiah bhad come agamn in the
Messiah, The Jews certainly believed in.trans-
migration. Many Rabbis taught jt. They said
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that Adam came again’jn David and would coma
agatn tn the Messiah,

EMBRYOLOGY  AND HEREDITY.

We know from embryology that  we have had
some kind of a pre-existence.. We con:v {rom'the
union of two germ-plasms or cells.- Bu: tese celly
each come from two other celis, :';nd so hokwards,
Thus the gernm-plasm of which our - .ies’ are
made had a pre-existence in many, boit - ;land i
our bodies explain us we have: exist. i long ago,
But embryology although it, explains cur physical

forim, does not exﬁ]aill'us.'f * }Veﬁare'smﬂa, alij_use

our bLodiesias vehicles. :Embryology canngtex-
plain why varjation:s"ﬁfiﬁﬁgiﬁcﬁlfi ~Professor Y.
Arthur Thomson ‘and™D.” Archdall” Rexn, " n theit
books on ‘teredity}- frankly“confess this, - "*Whay
explaing variations lhen,- but“ various «ouls which

n -'|"‘p'.h|. l*:"' -\...j-_
'r-r_‘.'-f‘- —_—
"

<
L]

form bodies.

Souls permeate all things. . Indeed, w«
authority " of Dr. Mac T_' T{C;m ‘
the statement  that no‘:ﬁ?llxh’u: A1)

o AG " + B A

their sytes.” - PhysicallyAheRt et
existénte backward, a pre-¢ i1:7 i s
Then, as Chﬁhiﬁﬁf; . Jnie oo e,
which; will bein"a"body-“See Cornthia. - "XY,,"1,
where Paul argaes*for-a¥pittit®™hody hercafter,
Now, if thiere is tébé“ajtmﬂﬁ _I'r. 3 L{-Tf[‘(}[n; im i

here to 2 body yonder’after gy
. ] & :f'{ﬂ #’ oot Y Ry
to believe that we have tome: r@tﬁ}eﬁex@

.'-'l:'.w_'-' S

. s

from a previous existence ?wﬁﬂ]ﬁ ‘sounds
reasonable.

Kaixwa,
Further, the “docirine of transmigration woeld

ht'lpt us -tg_cxplain geainses and. pradigies, 8¢ 3
as vicious-born characters. .Efg’:ﬁﬁfl (g1
good or bad resulivot xprABRR. Thaad
& crude and hﬁrﬁr w9 ,_...’_- e L NPT

L]
L]
s

is simply the hw“""E et:,___t Fedlec:

we all believe ins: - I8dced¥oitinienn 1. »:
"I".JI . '.‘*" '.'- Ilt., .hh.u.-lﬁ?i!{ '-f-;.ﬂ. a I.

cannot become Better: Bht A falie: s

vicious he becomes mOTST]
Changefr bj’ some g e - ;.,".‘.-_.;;_.
upon bim
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reat Todia ag & * working hypothesls " and be
ng o xpquire Into it. Anyhow, we can f{cel

wowre soufs—focus-points of the infinite and
nclusive God, and that we are moving up to

t.byH&help.

bezmodere missionary, going to India, ought

O &y a comrade in truth-seeking, not as

paing AH he sees. He must not judge

»by the crude superstitions of the peasant,

wy before a smake or an elephant, or an

wﬂlﬂc, any more than he would judge of
mﬁuﬂay the babb]lngs of a child.

I’ '
1 in ?-w‘:;‘t:ﬁ% .

FLE }t"-l-lf' '*Jm"t I 5!'
-u- a,,, y o -:.1-1 o ....p.-
y .- 4 I. ‘ -

miunary has a message lo take
501 mething to learn from India.
p:h. \comprehended in the words
W,:h f’ y.) isborn of God and
i *'cmvmg for the incarnate
the need of - thc heart for a loving
R Ao

ESROCGETIHRNC glruc missionary will not
SITLT) BA t'am:ntg or creeds, or poht:cs
3 Ad teaching what he feels in
X 'mc. That is the nature

t_wham, and through whom,

h-'mﬁf;fn g8

AR S LT

';i o *i

THE WAY

.: m..,:..#- -'h.i:._"

e ;g%‘_i"]mm:ngvcly amused at the
e ':tﬁ*f-f: aken from * Great Thoughts,” of
;s:m IR mnhed in London. We are
- 'i.'if'-r:-“if*-t ahiese lines were not meant
J:lho eaders of that paper at
wnﬁua, For othgrwise it is

O 41-* N 1; ‘how-any.learnéd person can write

-H'r+

. or a Hinouv Wouax.

\ oman lives in a small room of
L __E’ s are of clay with no orna-

By {adri, whatever, and the least
2 315ty moming she has'to pray

.;i'”"*-“"'agj tmgﬁtt.ha.t she¢ mas no
for nain, and general

LI ‘_..' h," i -‘,!;q"'
' --‘1 ILEY It L]

‘T!"F "'f".'ai

h;‘ #! f‘f'— "’_i __ T d.! ltib or th'ee bhours

ot
A e i
P

ﬂwm;m it with her

NAY

ning to end, The children and-women are taught
them. At night they prepare their hushawd’™s micat
i the same mauner,  They arc not pretected at
all against the weathar and dampness, not aie they
properly fed and clothed. The rich live the same
as the poor. If sick, they are deemed ciised by
the gods, and are taken to the stable and 1:{t alone.
The only food they can get is leli by stealth,
Thounsands die of neglect. The first J.v that a
Hindu boy abuses his mother is a festive .ocasion
with lis fathier, who boasts of it to his fri .14,

““To be a widow is the sum of unhappiness, She
{s especially cursed by the gods. As the lasband
dies, half a dqzen barbers' wives rush v on her
and tear the jewellery from the ears and 1.u-¢. She
is,kept in a darkened room for fourteen duys. At
the end of this time her husband’s ashes are -taken
to ‘the river, and, alter a peculiar. ceremony of
prayers, the soul is supposed to be ficc It may
enter an insect or an animal.  The. worst punish-
ment the soul can sustain is to enter the body of a
woman,’’

How yemarkably cheap were the prices of food:
stuffs in Bengal in thie middle of the last conmry, can
be gleaned from the following items me:.t ~ned in
a list of marriage expenses incurred i :hié year
1847 A. D.:—

Rice, 1 maund .., .. Re. 1t —n=s 2,
Ralai (lentil), r,, ... ¢ 5 11— I
Fine Flour, [,) e . RS 32— ., 34
Ghee, 20 srs. eve x99 33— 1 2
Sandesh (sweets), 1t maund .., ,, 12— ,, 0
Curds, 1} maund vev ees 3y 44— ,, O
Milk, 20 srs. ... vre  ees gy O,
Potato, 21 srs. ... cev  eve gy O, IOy
Salt, 5 srs. ves  ese 3y O— ,, 8%

Total Rs.- 25—0—0

So in those days a sumptuous feast could Le given
to about 300 persons with Rs. 35 only !

WANTED a gualified medica! :an to
take charge of ourMaymmi Charitable Ijis spensary.,
One desironsto lead areﬁrcd tritual life, but will-
ngfd 46 a nide work fn.u,., for-the-
good of his fellowmen will bc welcome.

Apply for particulars to
The-Editor of this ;: : v,
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NEWS AND MISCELLANILES

( CULLED AND CONDENSED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES)

Tur prehistoric clay figures of hisons were dis-
They

covered recently in a cave at Montesquicu,
are supposed t6 be 20,000 years old.

AN offer of [f23,000 has been refused for a
carpct in the possession of Johan Kernowsky, a
Prague antiquary, who claims that lie can prove 1t
to have been used by the DProphet Mahomet when
al prayec,

Accorping to a German paper a Starch and
Potato drying corporation has placed a new syrup
ppon the market which is obtained from the potato-
starch, and is to be used for preserving fruit of all
kinds. It is excelient for table purposes.—Indian
Trade Journal.

Mr. Divachand Dharan, 2 well-known Jain mer-
chant, is going to visit Europe for commercial
purposes. During Lis stay in London he will make
arrangements to establish there a first-class Hotel
for ortliodox Hindus., A strong committee is
being formed to finance the scheme,

It gives us great pleasurc 1o announce that the
late Babu Nibaran Ch. Das, tiie famous Rud-
raksha-dealer of Denares city, bequeathed by.a
will to thg Benares Ramakrishna Mission Home of
Service, his house and business proceeds for the
accommodhtion and maintenance of the poor and
the destitute, Consequently the Jamgambari Branch
has been removed to his house near Dasagwamedh
from April.

Ml

A suaLn though prétty mirage may be secen at
almost any time ot the day in Calcutta, just now.

Singular to relatg it always appears in one place,

the north of Red Road, now regarded as the hottest

thotoughfare in the city. On-enteringthesouthend
of the road there sppearsin the distance what seems
{0 be a pool of water reflecting Old Court House
Street and the traffic in th foreground, the detail

of the_buildings even of S.. Andrews Church which
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is nearly a mile from the spot, being particularly
clear.—‘ Englishman.’

A STRANGR scientific discovery has been made.
by- Professor Quervain, the well-known Swisk
explorer of Zurlcht on the Juugfrau mountaing
The workmen-employed 35 tons of dynamite while
constructing the- Inghcst section of the 'iee and
there were cxplomons which were distinct.v heard
within a radius of 30 miles, then within 2 2one of
Lhe next 14 milts there was silence, but fu:e of up

1o a concentric circle of 5o miles the v ¢ was
again heard clearly® The Swiss scientist - ’”M**thar
lie is unable to account for the phenomernic .

Tur * plumotor, an apparatus for savin w by
automalic respiration, was among the ma: © crgsim
ing exliibits at the International Gas Exp- 1 ab
Amsterdam. Packed in wooden case, cighs
45 pounds, and it includes an :pp!mc auioe
rnauc:ally forcmg air into the ium and suling it

out with rcgulatcd force, a Cjﬁﬂﬂﬂ* of GIygen
sufficientfor 40 minutes, and tohgs for manipulate
ing the tongue. The apparatus provis..c wor all
operations in-respiration, including the rovivakrof

persous overcome by gas, neady drowacd, of
stunned by electric shock.

A

Tre “ Ramakrishas Ashrana, Harr: ! “wse

opened by His Holiness Swaml Nirmal --“%a on
the 14th. of May. The following progr: - wnd
duly observed : 4th. Ma; 0w 1o0a m.

Japam, Gita Parayanam, Devi Mabaumy.
nam & 8 to 10 & m, Processlditrom V-hak
taram 20 the Ashrama with mmn Sri  ames
krishna’s Photo mounted onan eler ant. 12ty
2. m. Installation, a short speech by H.I. SwmiE
Nirmalananda, and Bhganam, 11 t0 77 +™m,
Refreshments, sth, May o102 oo, Fosding
the poor. 3-30to5-30p. 01 ﬁeﬁmgwdg

A BAVARIAN ncmpaprmnhfa readore with
asmkmgremrdnithmm Gl y years.
Urder = seriesof Hitlopactures of fatlen oldiow
onthebamcﬁdd:tghuhm of tho Lilled
,lﬂ m ﬂfm Wax ok th! Pﬂrlﬁ; Wil thﬁ
exception of the Boer W it. Hete1s th: ocord,
Crimean War, 750,0p0; Iialian War of 15500,




0oo; Amegican Civil War of 1861-65, 8oo,000;
) ‘?'; [ .5:"':.:;:" "Hr M08 1 Austra.Prossinn War
864 ' o;- Franco-German War, 215,000;
250,000; Russo-japanese
‘ e addmon of these figures shows

’ ;aihan 2,313,000 men were killed i

——

3 w*ﬂx 8.8 mere lad when he made his

SR #thfmtw *

::_- Wbt o )
,hm‘f;_,f gdiscavery of wireless telegraphy.
T ..ﬂf**"‘j“" deuc m little more than a boy when he
TN ";fﬁﬁﬁ;:ﬂ;ﬁ ~almost perfected instrument
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t1 Rod -h favention by a boy is the
B ‘ rﬁm which stands to the credit
f"} the founder of the wonderful

. ,{’;‘? and great ship yards at New-
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L.,.;_*._f_._ Zﬁ;; smear-and tear of rolling stock,
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ST f”'{;t COJ ing [ 30,000,000 will be
LT A xtmonth. The station is
T ;,_n} {6, long, 310 ft, wide, and

| et level, and 743 ft. long,
gep below1h #treet level.
: and 6g separate lracks.
iand provision bas been
otriing and 100,000 passen-
tl; will enterrand leave the
gﬂ sJocomotives, the substitu-
;_‘f' g«,mn.du ten miles north
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the fronticr thiree Umes 1o see her sister o Fibeet,
Sha bae tavelled also through Rus<ain and the
Caucasus.

Mrs, Olive Templic made a daring and romantic
jonrney of 4,500 miles to Wadai, and  Cential
Africa, to pay a last (ribute to Licutenant Boyd
Alexander, who was murdered by natives of Wadui
in may 191c  Slie was the first white woman to
make the journey and described her advemures in
her book, “ Chiefs and Citics of Central Africa.”

Miss Gertrude Bell and Miss EFmma Bell
danghters of Sir Hugh Bell, have beth travetled
extensively. Miss Gertrude Bell was oiice robhed
by Kurds at Midiyad in Asiatic Turkey. She also
achicved fame by making several first ascents of
mountalns in the Burmese Oberland,

Mrs. Longstaff, wife of Dr. Thomas T.ongstaff
the mountaineer, has climbed in the Alps, Cauca-
sus, Himalayas and Rockies.

Tue following Sunday lectures wer- delivered
by the Swamis. Trigunatita and Praka Tl'wrxaud’t at
the Hindu Temple, San Francisco, U. 3. 4., during
Marclhand. April ;:—

March-2: Can VWe Harmonise Reiivion with
Business-life® The Inner Consciousne~s. How to
Develop the Art of Forgetting and Forgiving.

March 9: Do we Need a Guru? Priests and
Prophets. The Divine Inspiration.

March 16: Sr Ramakrishna: The nic?derm In-
carpation of Divinlty. Sri  Ramakrishna: His
Universality. Sri Ramakrishna as an Ideal for all
Classes of Men.

March 23 : Have We Chosen Qur Pathy 7 Mystery
of Good and Evil. The Divine Awaker'n

March 30: As Thou Thinkest Thov  halt Be-
come, Self-wiil Merged in Divipe Wil sk and
Ye Shall Receive.

April 6 : Significance of Resurrection. Spiritual
Unfoldment. Meditation—Its Utility in Our Act-
jve Lite.

Aptil 13: EKarma and Fatalism. The Search
after the Beyand. The True Basis of Civilisation.

April 20: Are Teachings of Jesus New? Divine
Grace and Our Free Will, The Need of Personal
Idcals.

April 27: The Fourth State. The Soul’s Con-
quest. The Mystery of Vibrations.
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