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FOREWORD

LI‘TTLE ir needed to explain the purpose of this
book. Tt is a plain story of India’s constitu-
tional struggle for Freedom, a story so pathetic
in its patience, so strong in its endurance, so
far-seeing in its wisdowm, that it is India’s justi-
fication—if any justification can be needed for
asserting the right to Freedom—for her demand
for Home Rule.

The younger generation are impatient under
the repetition of disregarded demands, and they
are right. The time has come for the definite
agitation for Home Rule, to continue till it is
granted. But they are wrong if they fail to
recognise that these thirty years of work alone
make it possible that the full demand for Free-
dom can now be effectively made. And they
are doubly wrong if they are not grateful to
these builders of the Indian Nation, who, when
all was dark around them, believed in the dawn-
ing of the Day. They have laid the foundation
on which their youngers can build. Homage
then to the veterans, living still with us here,



and living in the world beyond. That the
younger generation may know how splendidly
they wrought, this book is written.

I fearlessly place this volume before the pub-
lic, as a proof of India’s fitness for Horme Rule.
The grasp of the questions dealt with, the saga-
city of the remedies proposed for poverty and
misrule, the sobriety of the claims urged, the
knowledge of, and the sympathy with, the
sorrows of the people, prove how much better off
India would be under Self-Rule than under
Other-Rule. ,Let any unprejudiced student turn
over the Resolutions passed by the Congress
during thirty years, and sec how it laid bare the
popular suffering, and how it pointed with uner-
ring finger to the causes of that suffering--—-the
drain of Indian wealth to Englaud, the exorbi-
tant cost of the alien rule, the ever-increasing
military expenditure, the sacrifice of Tndian
industries, the land-tax ever rising and condemn-
ing the peasantry to perpetual indebtedness,
and to a hopeless poverty and semi-starvation
that have no parallel in any other civilised
Nation. 1t is these facts, covered up by officials,
but laid bare by the Congress, which make Home
Rule necessary, if a catastrophe is to be avoided.



~The daily insult of the Arms Act, the con-
stant oppression of the Press and Seditious
Meetings Acts, the exclusion of Indians from
the higher grades of the Army, the Police, the
KEducatidnal Service, and a score of other
wrongs, while bitterly felt by a high-spirited
people, have not in them the immediate menace
that lies in the grinding poverty of the masses
of the population. People become more or less
accustomed to the “atmosphere of inferiority,”
and oppression, long submitted to, at last dulls
pride and weakens self-respect. But people
never become accustomed to Hunger, and they
become desperate when they see no hope of relief
for themselves, nor for their children after them.
The danger to British Rule lies far more in
the misery of the masses than in the discontent
of the educated. To call attention to that
danger before it is too late, this book is issued.
The Historical Introduction is the background
of the story. 1t is the testimony of 5,000 years
to India’s success in ruling herself. l.et Indian
history be set side by side with European
history—with what there is of the latter—
century by century, and let us see whether India
need blush at the comparison. Take but the



sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth centuries, to
go back no further. Compare Akbar’s tolerance
with the persecution of Protestants by Mary,
of Roman Catholics by Elizabeth, and of
Puritans by James and Charles. Read the
Penal Laws against Roman Catholics in” Ireland,
and ask if the English, who enacted and
enforced them, were fit for Self-Government.
See the misery and starvation of France in the
eighteenth century ending in the Revolution,
review the Peasants’ War in Germany, the
constant Wars in ltaly, the turbulence of
Hungary and Poland, the royal murders and
revolutions in England, and say if all these
countries were more fit for Self-Government
than India. Yet they, unworthy, took it, and
have purified themselves by it, becoming more
fit in the using of it. India, more worthy thau
they to take it, is deemed unfit. The only argu-
ment against India’s fitness is her submission.
~ May this book help Britain to understand the
shame of her autocratic rule in India, her broken
pledges, her selfishness, her preference of her
own to India’s interests. May it help India to
realise her duty to Herself.
) ANNIE BEsANT
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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION
AND SOME
DEDUCTIONS AND ANTICTPATIONS

THE DAWNING

THE great Nations of the far Past spring suddenly
on to the stage of history, as Bunsen said -of Egypt,
full-grown. Truer perhaps would be the simile, if we
said that a curtain rises, and we see the Nation on the
stage, full-panoplied, complete, as no Nation Gould be
without centuries, perhaps millennia, of civilisation
behind it. This is true of India, as of Assyria, Persia,
Egypt, but in one thing India differs from those whose
contemporary she was. They are dead. She still
lives ; and in these modern days she is showing a
vigour and a strength which bid fair to place her again
in the forefront of the world’s history. They are
known by unburied cities, by ruins, by fragments, by
papyri, by tiles, by coins, found by burrowing in their
sepulchres. India is continuous, with a history running
backwards to most archaic times—how ancient, who
may say ?—and she has a literature which algo runs
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backward, claiming an antiquity not yet acknowledged
in the West : Vedas, Institutes, Puranas, Epic Poems,
which, as vegurds the historical books—the Purinas,
and the Epics—can be checked in their later records
as regards dynasties, by Greek history, and yet more
by the fraginents of the past dug up from tifae to time.
Says Vincent A. Smith: :

Modern writers have been inclined to disparage unduly the
authority of the paurdnic lists, but closer study finds in them much
genuine and valuable historical tradition.  For instance the Vigshpu
Purina gives the outline of the history of the Maurya dynasty with
a near approach to accuracy, and the Redeliffe manuseript of the
Matsya is equally trustworthy for Andhra history. Proof of the sar-

prising extent to which coing and inscriptions confirm the Mafsya
list of the Andhra Kings has recently been published.?

Euntrancing as are the records of the far-off times,
the stories of Sages and Warriors, of Ramachandra,
the Hero-King of the Ramdayana, of the doings in
peace and war of the Kauravas and Pandavas and Shri
Krshna, that make the story of the Mahablarata, of
these who live by scores and hundreds enshrined in
legeud, tradition, drama, song, and—the greatest of
them—Ilivestill more vitally in Indian hearts and prayers
and ceremonies to-day, showing the historical continuity
—from all of these we must turn aside for want of space
with only this one fact writ large : It is on this litera-
ture and on the past embodied in ot that the foundation
of ludian Nationality s tudestructibly /laid. The
National Self-consciousness strikes its roots deeply into

2 Rarly History of ;ndia, p. 10, Ed. 1908. In so brief a sketch,
it ig better not to overburden the pages with continuous referen-
ces, but a bibliography of the books consulted on the history here

condensed, which will guide the serious student in his research, will
be found at the end of this Introduction.
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this rich soil, and whatever may contribute to its
later growth—and the contributions are enormous—the
Nation’s Life and Unity are rooted here. He who
knows nothing of the infinite wealth of this “ unhistori-
cal¥’ past will never understand the Indian heart and
mind, and® Sir Valentine Chirol, in his malicious and
unscrupulous book on Indian Unrest, saw accurately
the truth that from the ““ Hindu Revival” was born the
National Movement of Modern India, as from a similar
Revival was born the Maratha Confederacy. Moreover,
very many of the iustitutions and customs of “ histori-
cal” times are continuous with those of the “legendary ”
past, and are incomprehensible and without significance
save for that past.  The horse-sacrifices of Pushyamitra
in the second century B.C., of Adityascnain the seventh
century A.D., link with the tradition of that of Sagara,
uncounted millennia backward, and with that of
Yudhighthira in 3000 B.c. odd—in each equally the
sign of the acknowledged Lord Paramount of India as
a whole. So again with the Pafichayat, “the Five,”
whether the Couneil of Village Elders of time immemo-
rial, or Chandragupta’s Boards in the fourth century
B.c. India is a continuum, and her Arvyan civilisa-
tion an unbroken whole. There are invasions and
conquests, periods of strengthand weakness, of unity
and division, in her monian story. But shs is always
India; always Aryan, the MOTHER Tmperi;lmble, who
has bLorne uncounted millions from her womh, but
whose own birth no historian can guess at, whose death
no prophet can foretell. And this it is well to
remember, in our judgments of to-day. With an
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admitted history of nearly 5000 years, from the
commerce between India and Babylon, according to
Dr. Sayce, in 3000 B.C.,* and the proofs of high civilisa-
tion and wealth then existing; with an admitted
literature of at least 7,000 years ; the period of Fnglish
rule in India, barely a century and % half, is
microscopically swmall, a tiny ripple on her ocean.
Invasions flow and ebb ; conquerors come and go ; India
assimilates what is left of them, is the richer for them,
and remains herself. She did without England for
millennia, and flourished amazingly; she could do
without England for millennia to come; but the two
need each other,-and will be the better for each other
in the near future, and India desires to be linked with
England in that future, but on a footing of perfect
equality, and on none other.

INDIA’S MIDDLE HISTORY

THE COMING OF THE ARYANS

They were no wild tribes that crossed the Himala-
yan passes and flooded India in successive waves of
invasion from 18000 B.c. onwards.” They came from
an archaic Middle Asian civilisation, the cradle of the
Aryas, whence came successively the immigrants
who made the Mediterranean civilisation, colonised
Persia and Mesopotamia, and sent the forefathers of
the Latin, Slav and Teuton Nations to people Europe.
Later, they came down into India, penetrated first to

! Hibbert Lectures, 1887, quoted in Indian Shipping, p. 85, Ed. 1912,
3 This first paragraph is not “ historic ”.
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the south—the Aryan Dravidians—and later settled in
the north, But this is still the region of dreams, and no
sober western historian will yet accept it. And yet per-
haps this is hardly so, for Sir William Hunter, though he
gites no dates, speaks of the Aryan home as in Central
Asia, of settlements round the shores of the Mediter-
ranean, of a western offshoot founding Persia, of
another becoming the Greck Nation, Italy and Rome,
Spain and Britain, and of others descending through
the passes of the Himalayas into Iudia.

It is not without significance, as Professor Radha-
kumud Mukerji points out in his Fundamental Unity
of India, that India is one country in her religious
literature. She is Jambudvipa—Ashoka is called
“King of Jambadvipa,” and Bharatavarsha, Aryavarta;
“India” is a name given by foreigners. In Hindu
prayers, the names of the great rivers are recited, the
northern only in the earlier, later the southern as well,
as the Aryans spread southward. The sacred places
range from Hardwar to Kanchi, and later, Badari-
kedarnath to Rameshvara, from Dvaraka to Jagannath.
And the people, ever reciting these, knew them all as
in their Motherland. Pilgrimages took the devout to
all of these as Hindu. The student will find in that
useful little book many more proofs that India was a
unity, had, even then, a National Self-conselousness in
her religion., Patriotism was ingpired and hallowed
by these loving recitations.

Despite the fact that *““India’s history only begins
with Alexander,” as western writers say, we submit in
passing that, as above noted, Babylon was trading
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with her in 8000 B.¢.; that Semiramis of Nineveh
invaded India in 2034 B.C. and penetrated as far
as Jammu, as stated on a columm erected by her,
and was finally put to flight by an Indian Prince,
named Strabrobates by Diodorus Siculus; that
mummies in Egyptian tombs, dating front 2000 B.C.
have been found wrapped in Indian mushn of
the finest quality, and that their indigo dye is said
to have come from India; that Diodorus Sicnlus tells
of an invasion of India, 981 B.C., by Rameses 1I ; that
Hiram of Tyre, 980 =n.c. traded with India from
harbours in the Arabian Gulf, and Tamil names for
Indian products are found in the Hebrew Bible.!
There is plenty of evidence by such contacts, apart
from Indian literature, of a civilisation rivalling at
least those of Egypt and Assyria.

In A.D. 883, the first Englishman whose visit to
India is recorded, was Sighelmas, Bishop of Sherborne,
sent by King Alfred (A.D. 849-901) to visit the
Christian Church, named after S. Thomas. Hetravelled
comfortably, and brought back to Hngland “ many
splendid exotic gems and spices, such as that country

» 2

plentifully yielded”.

“HisTorY” BEGINS

For our purposes we can arbitrarily begin at the
period recognised as “ historical ” by the wider western

! Indian Shipping, p. 89.

% These facts and many others of undoubted historicity, may be
found summarised in the Manual of Administration of the Madras
Presidency—n book coutaining a vast amount of information, with
some astounding lapses of knowledge.
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historians, the middle of the 7th century B. C., when
we find, as said above, highly civilised communities—
having existed there “ for untcld centuries,” admits
Vincent Smith—commerce with foreign countries going
on} making India “ historical,” the kunowledge of
writing widely spread, and the country between the
Himalayas and the Nerbudda river divided into sixteen
States—some monarchical, some aristocratic-republican
—with great stretches of forests, jungles, and unscttled
lands interspersed among them. The beginning of the
seventh century, A.D. 600, sees the first “historical”
dynasty rnling over Magadha (Bihar). In the time
of the Lord Buddha—a time of obviously high
civilisation and much philosophical discussion (623 B.¢.
to 543 B.0. according to Sihalese traditions, died
487 B.c. according to Vincent Smith)—Kosala (Oudh)
and Magadha stand out prominently, Kosala being
the premier State and having swallowed up Kashi
(Benares).  Very soon afterwards Magadha took
the lead, including the territory from the Himalayas
to the Ganga, with Pataliputra (where Patua and
Bankipur are mnow) as capital—the first capital of
India in “ historical ” times, as we shall see later.

Ajatashatru, its founder and the King of Magadha,
was contemporary with Darius of Persia (521-485
B.C.), who annexed Sindh and part of the Panjab, and
formed them into a Persian satrapy, interesting to us
merely from the proof of the enormous wealth at that
time of that part of India—implying thereby high
civilisation—for it paid an annual tribute in gold-dust
equal to one million pounds sterling.
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We can pass on to the first “ historical ” Emperor of
India, Chandra Mori, or Chandragupta; he came,
according to the paurdnic lists, from a branch of the
Pramaras, one of the thirty-six royal races, of the “ line
of the Sun,” descended from King Ramachandra or
one of his brothers; the Pramaras were one of the four
Agnikulas, “ Fire Families,” descended from his brother
Bharata. Chandragupta was the founder of the Maurya
dynasty, and seized the throne of Magadhain 321 B.c.
Six years before that date Alexander the Great had in-
vaded what is now Afghanistan; crossing the Hindu
Khush, fighting his way to the Indus, and, crossing it
about March, 326 B.c,, he entered on Indian soil,
“which no KEuropean traveller or invader,” says
Vincent Smith, “had ever before trodden”—a rash
and mistaken statement. Alexander did not remain
long ; he advanced to and crossed the Jhelum, defeated
Poros, penetrated beyond Sialkot into Jammu, and
then, much against his will, forced by a mutiny in his
army, began his retreat in September of the same year,
and quitted India finally about September, 325, and
marched to Persia, reaching Susa in April-May, 324.
His death in 323 put an end to his hopes, and young
Chandragupta—belonging to the Magadha royal
family, but anfriendly to its head and in exile—gather-
ed an army, attacked the Greeks left in the Panjab
and Sindh, drove them out and subdued the country.
He then attacked the King of Magadha, and seated
himself on his throne, added to his troops till he
gathered an army of 690,000 men—infantry, cavalry,
chariots and elephants—swept everything before him
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with amazing celerity, and finally established himself

as Emperor of India, ruling from the Hindu Khush to
the Nerbudda, from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of

Bengal.

¥
THE EMPERORS OF INDIA

o,

The organisation of his Empire by this extraordinary
man was as marvellous as his military capacity.
Megasthenes, the Greek, lived for some time in Patali-
putra, Chandragupta’s capital, observed closcly bis
administration in all its details, and left his observa-
tions on record; so we are on ground that cannot be
ckallenged. Hunter sums up the views of Megas-
thenes as follows :

The Greek ambassador observed with admiration the absence
of slavery in India, the chastity of the women, and the courage of
the men. In valour they excelled all other Asiatics; they required
no locks to their doors ; above all, no Indian was ever known to tell
a lic. Sober and industrious, good farmers, and skilful artisans, they
scarcely cver had recourse to a lawsuit, and lived peaceably under
their native Chiefs. The kingly government is portrayed almost
as described in the Code of Manu. Megasthenes nlentions that
India was divided into 118 kingdoms ; some of which, as the Prasii
under Chandragupta, exercised suzerain powers. The village
system is well described, cach little rural unit sceming to the
Greek an independent republic. Megasthenes remarked the exemp-
tion of the husbandmen (Vaishyas) from war and public services;
and enumecrates the dyes, fibres, fabrics, and products (animal,
vegetable, and mineral) of India.!

Megasthenes tells how Chandragupta had established
a War Office of 30 members, divided into’ six Boards
each of five members—Pafichayats: 1. Admiralty, in

! Hunter's Brief History of the Indian People, pp. 71, 18 (pyinted
for the Madras Schools) 1881. Perhaps because intended to teach
Indian boys, it is often unfair and prejudiced, e.g., in its account of
the great Bhivaji.
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touch with Admiral; II. Transport, Commissariat,
Army Service; 1II. Infantry; IV. Cavalry; V. War-
chariots; VI. Elephants. The civil administration was
similar, and Megasthenes describes specially the
Municipality of Pataliputra, consisting again of '30
members, divided into six Pafichayats: 1. 1s specially
interesting as showing the care—noticeable in the
books describing “ pre-historic ” times—exercised by
the State over Arts and Crafts; it supervised all
industrial matters, materials, wages, etc. IL. looked
after forcigners, acting as Consuls, Vincent Smith
remarks, and giving proof that the Kmpire “ was in
constant intercourse with forcign States ”. 1L was in
charge of the registration of births and deaths, rigidly
kept as a basis for taxation. IV, looked after trade,
and kept the official weights and measures to which all
must conform. V. supervised manufactures, and VI.
collected the tax of a tithe of the value of all goods
sold. The Municipality as a whole was responsible for
markets, harbours, temples, etc. The Empire was
divided into Provinces ruled by Viceroys, and officers
t:'%\vel]ed over the land, inspecting. 1t is noticed, as so
often in later times, that the Indiaus bore the highest
reputation for truth and honesty. Irrigation had its
own Department, which regulated  the sluices by which
~water is distributed into the branch canals, so that
every one may enjoy his fair share of the benefit,” says
Megasthenes. A mass of details has been accumulated,
and may be found in the 4rt of (Jovernment, ascribed
to Chanakya, Chandragupta’s Brahmana minister, that
has been translated. The Emperor died 297 B.C., and
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was sacceeded by Bindusara, his son, and either the
father or son extended the Kmpive alinost as far south
as what is now Madras. He was followed by Ashoka,
who added to the Kmpire the Kingdom of Kalinga on
thea Bay of Bengal, and he ruled for 40 years—273 or
2 B.(. to 232 or 1-—from the Hindu Khush to Madras.
The Andhra State (Andhradesha), between the
Godaveri and the Kistua, had its own Raja, acknow-
ledging  Ashoka’s overlordship, but the Pandya,
Chola, Keralaputra and Satyaputra States, occupying
the extreme south, were independent.  Four Viceroys
adninistered the north-western, eastern, western and
southern Provinces, Ashoka himself administering the
central. His wisdom, his power, his picty, his splendour,
are they not written in his edicts, engraved on Rock
and DPillar, and by these his Empire was ruled. Rock
Kdict 1T and Pillar Edict VII declare :

On the ronds 1 have had banyan irees planted to give shade to
man and beast; 1 have had groves of mango-trees planted: and at
every half kos [ have had wells dug : rest-houses have been erected ;

and numerous watering-places have been prepared here and
there for the enjoyment of man and beast,

Care of the sick, distribution of drugs and herls,
hospitals for animals, were among his institutions.

After his death, many Provinces broke away, until
the sixth of his descendants, Brehidrita, or Brihadratha,
was expelled from Magadha, 184 B.c,, and seized
Dhar and Chittoor in Mewar, Rajputana, where his
descendants ruled till A.p. 730. But Vincent Smith
says he was assassinated by Pushyamitra, the command-
er of his army. The Mori Chiefs certainly reigned in
Mewar, and the trausfer as stated is probable. In any
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case, the Maurya dynasty in Magadha ended, and
Pushyamitra founded a new dynasty, the Sunga.
Moreover he finally celebrated the horse-sacrifice a
few years before his death, in 148 B.C., being acknow-
ledged as Lord Paramount. His dynasty came totan
end in 74 B.C.,, and was succeeded by é¢he Kanva
dynasty of four short-lived Kings, the last of whom
perished in 27 B.Cc. at the hands of the ruler of the
great Andhra Kingdom.

THE KINGDOMS OF INDIA

The unity of India for the time had gone, as
embodied in an Empire, and great Kingdoms arose
and flourished. In the south the Andhra Nation
(later the Telugu-speaking population), occupying the
Deccan, which had acknowledged the overlordship
of Ashoka, after his death became independent, in
220 B.C., extended its sway as far as Nasik, thus
stretching across India, and coming into touch with,
and striving to hold, Gujerat and Kathiawar. From
A.D. 85—138, the Audhras were constantly struggling
on their western borders with invading foreigners, and
ultimately Kathiawar, Sindh and Cutch passed from
Andhra hands into those of the invaders. The Andhra
kingdom lasted another hundred years, ending in
A.D. 236.

South of the Kistna was the Tamil country, divided
into four kingdoms : Pandya, in the south, with Madura
as capital ; Chola, with the river Pennar to the north
and’ Pandya to the south; while Keralaputra lay
between it and the western sea, the later Malabar ; and
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Satyaputra was a small State round the present
Mangalore. The Tamil land was wealthy and civil-
ised and inhabited by a great trading people. They
exported pepper, pearls and beryls chiefly, and
dil an immense trade, especially with HKgypt
and Romfe. We read of an embassy to congra-
tulate Augustus Cewsar in 20 B.C., mentioned by
Strabo. The routes chiefly followed were those by
the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, the monsoon weather,
May to August, being avoided by the merchants. In
the 14th century, Marino Sanuta, a Venetian noble, said
that goods of small bulk and high value—spices,
pearls, gems—went to a Persian (Gulf port, then up the
Tigris to Bassorah, thence to Baghdad. More bulky
goods went by the Red Sea, crossed the desert, and
down the Nile to Alexandria. Dacca fabrics were
favourite wear in Rome in the imperial Court. "This
Roman trade led to the establishment of Roman
Colonies among the Tamils during the first and sccond
centuries A.D. Roman coins circulated, and some bronze
vessels from the West have been dug up in the Nilgiris.
Tamil literature grew abundantly during the first three
centuries, and music, painting and scalpture flonrished.

The Manual of the Administration of the Madras
Prestdency, putting the events of the Ramdayanae at
2000 B.c. (an absurdly late date from the Hindu
standpoint), notes that Rama met Agastya, the great
Sage of South India; and that Agastya had much in-
fluence over an early Pandyan King, Kulashekara.
For our purposes we may take the kingdom as it
existed in 543 B.c., when Vijaya, from the Gangetic
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region, invaded Ceylon, and married a daughter of the
reigning Pandyan King. Madura, the capital, was
famous for its learning, and had a famous Sangha, or
Collegium, an assecwbly of learned men, and among
them Tiruvalluvar, the author of the famous poem,
Kural.! The story of the Pandyan Kingdom’s struggles
with Chola, and of its invasions of Ceylon, shows a
powerful State; and it continued, passing through
many vicissitudes, down to 1731, when its last Hindu
Monarch died, leaving a widow, Minakshi Ammal, who
adopted a son, but was attacked and betrayed, and
poisoned herself in Trichinopoly Fort—a Kingdom of
more than 2,000 years within “historical” limits,
ending in a tragedy in the frightful 18th century.

The Chola Kingdom was, as we have seen, an inde-
pendent State in the time of Ashoka, and like Pandya
was actively commercial, sending its ships across the
Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean eastwards, and
internal commerce being also carried on, goods from
the east going to Kerala and Kerala sending Egyptian
merchandise to Chola. Both the Chola and the
Pandya kingdoms suffered much from the depredations
of the Pallavas, thought by some to be an immigrating
offshoot from the Parthian Pahlavas, who invaded
north-west India. When Hiuen Tsang in A.D. 640
visited Kanchi, where the tallavas had established

! The date of the Kural is a matter of dispute. Mr. V. Kanaka-
sabhai, in The Tamils 1,800 years ago, puts it between A.D. 100
and 130. Dr. K. Graul, who translated it into-German, says between
A. D, 200 and 800. The Rev. Mr. Pope, who translated it into English,
says A.D. 800 to 1000. The Encyclopwdia Britannica offers from the
9th or 10th century to the 13th.
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themselves, he mentions the Chola people, just then in
a depressed condition. The Pallavas had no fixed
borders, but are said to have lived as a predatory
tribe ; this seems scarcely likely, as they were powerful
frdm the 4th to the 8th century A.D., but they were
crushed, fo the satisfaction of all, by a Chola Raja
Aditya, between about 830 and 907. Then the Chola
Kingdom grew and flourished exceedingly, until the
begiuning of the fourteenth century; its capitals at
different periods were Warriore, a suburb of Tri-
chinopoly, Kumbhakonam and Tanjore. It was crippled
by the Muhammadan invasion of South India in 1310,
and though the invaders were driven out again in 1347,
Chola soon after disappears.

Kerala occupied the western coast, comprising the
present Travancore, Cochin and Malabar, trading
chiefly with Egypt and Arabia. Its history has been
largely recovered of late years, and teems with interest,
most of it living unbrokenly from its ancient past right
down to the present day, underits own Princes. Owing
to the constant communication with the West, Christ-
ianity was early introduced into Kerala, some say in
the first century A.D. by 8. Thomas ; others, including
Vincent Smith, in the sixth century from the Syrian
Church. The matter is not important for us, as
Christianity made no wa,” outside Kerala, #nd is not a
factor in Indis during her long and prosperous life.
It came to her with European trading companies, and
her loss of power and prosperity.

In Northern India, owing to the powerful I\mgdoms
beyond the mnorth-west frontier and also to raids and
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immigrations from China and Central Asia, the break
up of the Mauryan Empire brought about disturbed
conditions for many centuries; Bactria and Parthia,
ruled by Princes of Greek descent, became independent
States, breaking the yoke of the Seleukide in the
middle of the third century B.C.; they invaded the
north-western districts from time to tixe, and much of
the Panjab and the Indus valley was definitely under
Greco-Parthian rule (Indo-Parthian or Indo-Greek),
trom about 190 B.c. to A.D. 50, and these were finally
crushed by the Kustans about A.D. 90. These invasions
produced bat little effect and wrought little destruction.
1t was other with hordes of nomad tribes, which swept
down from the Central Asian steppes and China,
destroying as they passed, from 170 B.c. onwards, some
even reaching Kathiawar, where they settled, founding
a Saka dynasty, destroyed A.D. 390. Among these the
Yuch-chi from China definitely established themselves,
crushing out the Indo-Parthian kingdom, and establish-
ing their own—the Kushan dynasty—under Kadphises
I and 1l, the latter sending an embassy to Rome to
Trajan, about A.D. 99, to announce his conquests. He
ruled the whole north-west of India, from Benares as
eastermnost point, as well as Afghanistan to the
Hindu Khush, and his successor added Kashmir,
This successor, Kanishka (about A.D. 120—150)
is interesting for his famous Buddhist tower—-13
storeys high—his splendid monastery for Buddhist
education still existing in the ninth century, the
Buddhist council called by him, at which Ashvaghosha
was vice-president, held in Kashmir. The dynasty
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perished in the third century, about the same time as
the Andhra Kingdom in the Deccan, so far as India
was concerned, but Kushan Kings were reigning in
Kabul in the fifth century, when they were conquered
b the Huns.

ANOTHER EMPIRE

Another vast Empire rises out of the darkness of
seventy years which covers northern India from
historical eyes, from the disappearance of the Kushan
Kingdom, about A. 1. 240, until A.D. 308, when Chandra-
gupta, a Prince reigning in Pataliputra, weds a Lich-
chavi Princess, Kumari Devi, and the royal pair,
between them, come to rule a Kingdom comprising
Bihar, Oudh, Tirhut, and some adjacent lands.
Chandragupta I became ‘ Maharaja of Maharajas,”
and started an era, the Gupta era, from February 26,
A.D. 320, To him was born a son, Samudragupta, who
ruled from 326 to about 375, and built a new Empire.

He subdued all the Chiefs of the Gangetic plain and
then those of the centre, then invaded the south, going
by the east coast and returning by the west, but invad-
ing and gathering huge spoils, not holding, the southern
States ; he incorporated in his Empire half Bengal—
from the Hooghly westwards, and all the country right
across India including Gu jerat, with the Nerbudda for
southern boundary, the Central and United Provinces,
much of Panjab, with almost all the rest of it
and north Rajputana as a Protectorate, and many
outlying States and the South acknowledged him as
Overlord; he finally performed the horse-sacrifice
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as Lord Paramount of India, probably about A.D.
340. He died about 375. His son and successor
was Chandragupta L1, sometimes called Chandragupta-
Vikramaditya. He wmust not be confused with the
ruler of the same name, whose era, called aiso
Samvat, began 56 B.c., the Vikramaditya at whose
Court was the famous poet-ininister, Bhattumurti.

He added to the Kwmpire Malwa and Surashtra,
abolished the Saka dynasty in the latter, and died
in A.D. 413, Ta-Hien, the Chinese traveller who
visited India at the Dbeginning of the 5th century,
spent six yearsin the Bmpire, during three of which
he studied Samskrit in one of the large Buddhist
monasteries at Pataliputra. He speaks with intense
admiration of the wealth, prosperity, virtue, and
happiness of the people, and the great liberty they
enjoyed. “Those who want to go away may go; those
who want to stop may stop.” Most offences were
punished by fines, and there was no capital punish-
mont, and no judicial torture. Repeated rebellion,
however, was punished by cutting oft the right hand,
“but such a penalty was exceptional”. The roads
were safe, for in all his travels Fa-Hien was not once
attacked by robbers. “They do not keep pigs or
fowls, there are no dealings in cattle, no butcherg’
shops, or distilleries.,” *“No one kills any living thing,
or drinks wine, or eats onionsor garlic.” Charitablein-
stitutions were numerous, rest-houses were kept on the
roads. In the capital wasa free hospital, supported
by the voluntary contributions of the rich. Fa-Hien
says:
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Hither come all poor or helpless patients saffering from all
kinds of infirmities. They arc well taken care of, and a doctor
attends them ; food and medicine boing supplied according to their
wants. Thus they are made quite comfortable, and when they are
well they may go away.

®The first hospital in Europe was the Maison Dieu
in Paris, in the seventh century.) 1t is worthy of
notice that the King was a Hindu, and Fa-Hicen a
Buddhist, so he was the less likely to praise overmuch.

Some think that the last recension of the great
Purdanas and of the legal Institutes was made at this
time. Sure it is that Sainskrit was sedulonsly honour-
ed, while art prospered, and architecture became
ornate and splendid.

Chandragupta’s son, Kumaragupta I, succeeded in
A.D. 413 and Vincent Smith thinks e must have added
to the Empire, as he celebrated the horvse-sacrifice ; he
died in 455, leaving his son and successor Skandagupta
to bear the burden of Empire, and to face the oncoming
Huns. He defeated them at the beginning of his reign,
if not as Yuvaraja (Crown Prince), but they returned
about 470 and pressed him hardly, and when he died
ten years later, the Empire died with him, though his
half-brother succeeded to the throne and reigned in
Magadha, its centre, the family continuing there till
A.D. 720; while other members of the Gupta family
ruled other portions, and a descendant of i¢ was the
grandmother of Harsha of Thanesar, in the Panjab,
who became famous.

The fall of the Kmpire was due to the appearance of
the Huns, who invaded India and Europe in two
mighty streams, crushing Persia, and over-running the
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civilised world. Their power was broken by the Turks,
in the middle of the sixth century, after they had
devastated both Europe and Northern India. :

Harsha, who came to the throne in A.D. 606 restored
and somewhat enlarged on the east the Gupta Empire,
but it was less in Rajputana. His rule*was much
approved by Hiuen Tsang, who visited India 630 and
644, but it did not reach the level of the Gupta admini-
stration. After many years of War, Harsha was more
or less attracted to Buddhism by Hiuen Tsang, and was
fond of religious debates, a fondness shared by his
widowed sister, who attended them with him and was a
most learned lady. He died in A.D. 648. After hisdeath,
Adityasena of the Gupta dynasty performed the horse-
sacrifice, for no very definite reason known to history;
there is no record of any later performance thereof.
Sixty-four years after Harsha’s death, in A.D. 710-11,
the Arabs from Bassorah—who had conquered Mukuram
(Baluchistan) and were settled there by A.D. 644—under
Muhammad Ben Kasim, crossed the Indus, overran
Sindh, which was held by Musalmans thereafter, and
advanced into Rajputana. Young Bappa, a lad of 15,
a Mori of Chittoor, led an army against them and
defeated them, but the Crescent of Islam had risen
over India’s horizon, a New Era had begun.

Before passing on into the Muhammadan invasions,
it is well to pause at this point for a moment, for
western historians have failed to note the general
progperity and happiness of the Indian populations,
save where such incursions as the nomads and Huns
temporarily ravaged a part of the country. They have



HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION XX1

glanced lightly over the wealth, the trade, the happiness
of the masses of the people, during an acknowledged
period, from Semiramis to Muhammad Ghori, of 3,000
years—to say nothing of the “untold centuries”
beyond—and have fixed their gaze on the local wars,
ignoring the vast accmnulation of wealth, which proved
that the industrial life and prosperity of the people went
steadily on, unaffected by temporary and local disturb-
ances, in a huge stream of content and progress. If this
be compared with the state of Germany before the
Peasants’ War, with the state of France before the
great Revolution, western nations may begin to realise
that eastern nations may have something to say for
themselves, and that the “ blessings” of foreign
occupation are not fully recognised in India.

A very striking illustration of this was the seventy-
five days’ festival of Harsha, in A.D. 644, held at the con-
fluence of the Ganga and Jumna at Prayag (Allahabad),
at which Hiuen Tsang was present. Harsha had held
such a festival every five years for thirty years, “in
accordance with the custom of his ancestors,” to distri-
bute among ascetics, religious orders and the poor,
the accumulations of wealth of the preceding five years.
About half a million of people assembled, gifts were
distributed on the first three days in the name of the
Buddha, the Sun, and Shiva; on the fourth day, to
10,000 Buddhist -monks, who each received 100 gold
coins, a pearl and a cotton garment; then, for twenty
days, gifts to Brahmanas, for ten days to “ heretics ”’; for
a month to the poor, destitute and orphans. Harsha
gave everything, except horses, elephants and army
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equipments, down to his personal jewels. And this
was done every five years. The great festival is still
held every twelfth year, but there is no King Harsha,’
and no distribution of gifts. Nor, if there were such
a Monarch, could the country support such qhin-
quennial accumulations. Only a huge and well-to-do
manual labour class could have rendered possible the
great trading, manufacturing and commercial classes,
who existed at the coming of the East India Company;
history confirms these facts. The Emperors, Kings and
Chiefs were enormously wealthy because they ruled a
wealthy people, aud nurtured their prosperity. When
Sir William Hunter wrote, “40,000,000 of the people
never had a full meal,” and a larger number are in
that condition to-day.

So long as the wars were internecine, between
Hindu Kingdoms, the caste system counfined the fight-
ing to the Kshattriya (military) order ; the universal
Pafichayats of the village organisation carried on
smoothly the all-important village life, and Hiuen Tsang
notes that villagers quietly went on with their agricul-
tural work while « battle was proceeding close by ; it
was the policy of the contending Chiefs to safeguard the
peasantry, on whose labour depended the prosperity
of the land they hoped to rule. Only raiders like the
Huns devastated, and their devastations were local.

How much the ordinary life runs on with little
change may be judged by comparing life in Malabar
to-day with Marco Polo’s description of what he
observed in the same district, then Kerala, in A.D.
1292. He said that the people wear but ome cloth.
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Women burn themselves with their dead husbands.
Many worship the cow. They rnb their houses with
cow-dung and sit on the ground. They chew “ tembal ”
(Persian for “betel ”). Cail ((‘anyal in Tinuevelly)
is a®great and noble city where touch all ships from the
west., Coildm (Quilon) produces ginger, pepper and
fine indign. No corn is grown, only rice. Gozurat
(Gujarat) produces pepper, ginger, indigo and cotton,
and manufactures beautiful mats. Tannah (near
Bombay) exports leather, buckram and cotton,
and imports gold, silver, copper and other articles.
Fine buckrams seem to have been very largely ex-
ported. Other travellers in the 14th, 15th and 16th
centuries give similar testimony. India’s trade for
thousands of years was enormous, and Pliny the Klder
in his Natwral History (about A.D. 77)" complains that
the annual drain of gold from the Roman Empire
to India, Arabia, and China, was never less than
100,000,000 sestercia, “ giving back her own wares in
exchange, which are sold at fully one hundred times
their prime cost”. “That is what our luxuries and
women cost us,” says he sardonically.®

IsLAM 1IN INDIA

A new element now enters into Indian history, an
element which is still only in process of assimilation,

! Edition Mayhoff, Leipzig, 1906, Bk. VI, p. 101. The readings
vary, some giving 500 x 100,000 ==50,000,000, others 55,000,000, as
adopted in the Imperial Gazetteer.

2 The Imperial Gazetteer of the Indian Empire ullots 55,000,000
of this 100,000,000 to I1ndia, from another reading, and reckons this
at £468,000. This calculation again is vitiated by the fact that the
value of the sestercium varied from 2'1 to 2'4 pence.
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which caused inevitably disturbance and much evil
feeling on both sides, but brought to the building of
the Indian Nation most precious materials, enriching
the Nationality and adding new aspects to its many-
faced splendour. As “Saxon and Norman ‘and
Dane,” to say nothing of other elemests, are the
English, and as English and Scotch and Irish
are forming one Kingdom, the Irish, after eight
hundred years, yet unassimilated, so in India,
Indians, Persians (Parsis) and Musalmans are not
yet wholly one Nation, though becoming one
with great rapidity. We must now, as roughly as
before, trace the outline of this Muhammadan entrance
into and fixation in India, up to this time a Hindu
Nation.

We have seen that the Arabs invaded and conquered
Sindh early in the eighth century, and were thrown
back from Rajputana by Bappa. Rajputana was a
congeries of States, each with its own Chief, war-
loving, chivalrous, and quarrelling constantly with
each other—a poor barrier, therefore, against warriors
of a faith resting on one Prophet, one book and a
sword consecrated to both. The whole story is one
of heroic, incredible valour, rendered futile by cease-
less dissensions, which led to angry alliances with the
common foe against the estranged brother.

A Kingdom comprising the greater part of the
Panjab and the upper Indus was the first, after the
Rajput repulse, to face the Muslims, when Sabuktinin,
Sultdn of Ghazni, Afghanistan, invaded India in A.D,
986, and after some battles established himself in
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Peshawar. His son, Muhammad, raided Indian terri-
tory seventeen times between A.D. 1001 and 1024,
starting in October on a three months’ march into the
interior, and returning when he had satisfied himself
wifh plunder, but holding Lahore strongly from 1021.
He died *A.D. 1030. Five centuries followed of
incessant struggle. In the Empire, broken into pieces,
each fragment had its Chief, fighting his neighbour.
The rule of the Huns seemed to have bred divisions.
As the robber Barons fought in Europe, after the
breaking up of the Constantinople Empire, so the
clans and their Chiefs fought in India. The in-
vaders naturally took advantage of it, siding with
either party, the weaker for preference, to destroy
that weaker when the stronger was crushed. Rajput
Chiefs, both in Rajputana and Panjab, battled un-
ceasingly against each other, and alas, with Muslims
against Rajputs, with varied fortunes; Prithviraj
succeeded to the gadi of Delhi in A.D. 1164, rolled
back the Musalmans, broken, on Lahore, but fought
his last battle in 1193, the flower of Rajput chivalry
around him but some Rajputs against him, fought
until the dead lay in swathes on the field, 13,000 of
them “ asleep, on the banks of the Ghuggur”; and
he, the darling of the bards, seeking gleath alas,
in vain, was caught under his fallen horse, was
taken prisoner, answered a taunt from his capturers
with a bitter jest, and was stabbed ; the Hindu throne
of Delhi was empty. The Pathan seated himself
thereon, ruled, and set up other kingdoms in India, and
fought, conquered and was conquered ; and so fierce
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battles raged up and down the northern'lands, with
inroads from Afghanistan, and rival Muhammadan
Chiefs and changes, PPathans, Tartars, Mughals, until
Babar and his Turks and Mughals camne in 1519, and
1520, and 1524, aud finally fought the battle* of
Panipat against Sultan Ibrahim Lodi, ther Pathan, in
1526, and was proclaimed Emperor of India at Delhi,
the first of the “ great Moguls ”.

But we must turn aside for a wmoment, and run
backwards to take a bird’s eye-view of the south,
where later, Musalman and Hindu fought for rule, until
the Maratha Power rose to dominance. The Andhra
Kingdom had disappeared, we know, about A.n, 230, and
the great table-land of the Deccan, south of the Ner-
budda, becomes again the scene of pregnant history,
when the Chief of the Chalukyas, or Solankis, a Rajput
Agnikula clan, conquered the Deccan and built a King-
dom about A.D. 550,and reigned in Vatapi, in the Bijapur
District, gloriously and well. In a century the dynasty
had grown strong and famous, and exchanged embassies
with Khusru II of Persia—as shown in a fresco in an
Ajanta cave. Many fights with Pallavasand others
need not detain us; enough that the Chalukya kingdomn
in the Deccan and Maharashtra continued to A.D. 1190;
just before the Pathan, Muhammad Ghori, seated
himself on Delhi throne. A lundred years later, in
1294, the Sultan Ala-ud-din, after the sack of Chittoor,
invaded the Deccan, and crushed the Gadavas who had
succeeded the Chalukyas, and took as ransom six maunds
of pearls, two maunds of diamonds and other gems.
(A maund==82 1b. avoirdupois.) In 1309 came the
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invasion of his lieutenant Malik Kafur, who overran
the south, right down to Rameshvara, where he built a
Mosqgue, and then returned whence he came; and in
1336, south of the Krishna and west of the Tunga-
Lhadra river, dividing it from the Chola Kingdom, rose
the great "Hindu Kingdom of Vijayanagar, that held
its own for two centuries of pride, despite the growing
power of the Muslims.

Babar, we resnme, of Turki race, descendant of Tamer-
lane, sat enthroned in Delhi, the founder ot the splendid
Mughal dynasty. Two years after Panipat, a great
battle was fought at Fatehpur Sikri between the new
Emperor and the Rajputs, and he conquered, only to
die four years later, in 1530. Then Humayun, his son,
became Emperor, but was driven out by a Pathan
Chief, and fled to Kandahar in 1543, coming back in
1555 ; for his twelve-year old son, Akbar, conquered
the Pathan, and re-opened to his father the gates of
Delhi.  Akbar succeeded to the throne in 1556, to be
India’s greatest Muhammadan Emperor; perhaps the
only serious stain upon his name—and he was then only
fourteen years old—is the sack of Chittoor in 1557.
So great was he, so tolerant, that he welded together
Hindu and Musalman; Hindu Princesses were the
wothers of the Kmperors Jehangir (Salimy and Shah
Jahan; Rajputs were generals in his army, and minis-
ters in his State ; the Rajput Man Sinha was his greatest
general, Rija Toda Mall his greatest minister. Akbar’s
dream was a United India, and he renewed the Empire
of Chandragupta Maurya, though some Rajput States
defied him to the end. -He “laid down the principle
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that men of all faiths were to be treated alike by the
law; he had opened all posts of authority to men of
ability, without restriction of creed ; he had abolished
‘the slavery of captives, the capitation tax on non-
Musalmans, and the tax on Hindu pilgrims. He forbade
the forcing of a widow to burn herself on her husband’s
funeral pyre, sanctioned widow re-marriage, forbade
child-marriage, and the killing of animals for sacrifice.”
He also laid down a land-system which caused. great
content. Three classes of land were made, according to
fertility. The value of the produce was decided by
an average of nineteen years. The Government took
one-third, for land revenue and support of militia,
amounting to 22 millions sterling a year, the land-tax
bringing in from 163 to 173 millions ; all other taxes were
abolished. A settlement was made every ten years.

The Emperor Jehangir, succeeding to the throne in
1605, did naught to strengthen his father’s work, but
he did one thing pregnant with ruin for his house. In
1613, he gave permission to the English to trade in his
dominions, and factories were established in Surat,
Cambay, Gogo and Ahmedabad. Two years later
Sir Thomas Roe came to hin as ambassador from
James I. His land-tax amounted to 17§ millions.
Shah Jahan, 1627-1658, under whom, by new con-
quests, the land-tax came to 22 millions, continued
his grandfather’s policy; and had others followed in
the steps of these twain, there had been no Hindu-
Musalméan question in modern India. But Aurungzeb,
the destroyer, succeeded, and his persecutions and
his cruelties drove his subjects into rebellion. * At last
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revolts broke out on every side, his sons rebelled,
debts accumulated, disorders of every kind arose, and
in 1706 he died, alone and miserable, amid the ruins
of the Empire he had shattered. With his accession
th® hope of a United India vanished, and at his death
the work "of Akbar was destroyed.” Materially his
wealth was immense ; his conquests added again to the
land revenue, and raised it to 38 millions sterling. A
hundred years later it was still £34,506,640.

In the year of Shah Jahan’s accession to the
Imperial throne was born a child destined to lead in
the shaking of the Mughal Power; it was Shivaji,
“crowned in Raigad in 1674, as the Hindu Emperor,
and the Maratha Kingdom of the South faced the
Mughal Kingdom of the North ”.!

THE STATE OF THE PEOPLE

During these centuries of war, raids and forays,
what was the condition of the people of northern
India ? The answer comes from the travellers who
observed it, from the merchants who struggled and
intrigued for the right to exploit it. They were bitterly
prejudiced and speak of ‘“heathen” and * heathen
customs,” but they drove good bargains and bought,
bought largely, to sell again at huge profits, and die
in Burope, wealthy from their trading.

Bernier, in his letter to Colbert, complains, even
more vigorously than Pliny, seventeen centuries before,
that “ this Hindustan is an abyss into which a great

6‘ The extracts are from Children of the Motherland, pp. 143, 145,
5. )
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part of the gold and silver of the world finds plenty
of ways of going in from all sides, and hardly one
way out”. After a vivid description of the military
strength of the great Mughal, he speaks of his
immense treasures, gold and silver and jewelléry,
“a prodigious quantity of pearls and pre¢ious stones
of all sorts...one throne is all covered with them ”.
Woman wear rings and anklets, chains, ear-rings and
nose-rings ; most of all he marvels over the incredible
quantity of manufactured goods, “ embroideries, streak-
ed silks, tufts of gold for turbans, silver and gold cloth,
brocades, network of gold ”—he is evidently dazed.
He can hardly find words to describe the Emperor, with
his golden turban, and his spray of diamonds, and a
matchless topaz that shone like a little sun, and his
huge collar of rows of pearls down to his waist, and so
on and on for pages. Tavernier describes him on
similar lines, with his seven thrones, and the marvel-
lous peacock throne, with the natural colours of the
peacock’s tail worked out in jewels, valued by him at
631 millions sterling; he gives very full descriptions of
the manufactured goods. Kasembasar, “a village in
the kingdom of Bengal,” exported yearly 22,000 bales
of silk, weighing 2,200,000 pounds, at 16 oz. to the
pound . Carpets of silk and gold, satins with streaks
of gold and silver, endless lists of exquisite works, of
minute carvings, and other choice objets d’art. The
facts speak for themselves. Tt was this enormons
wealth that drew Europeans to come hither to “shake
the pagoda tree ” ; the stories carried back by success-
ful shakers, drew others to the golden land. This was
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the country of which Phillimore wrote in the middle
of the 18th century, that “the droppings of her soil
fed distant Nations”. To share in this incredible
wealth, the first English factories were established on
the western coast.

The proof of India’s prosperity under Indian rule,
Musalman as well as Hindu, lies in India’s wealth.
The wars scratched the country here and there, now
and then; the peasants, artisans, traders, wronght in-
dustriously everywhere, always. The invading raiders
laid all waste, and travellers come across such
scenes and describe them, as though they pictured
the normal state of the country. They carried
away cnormous wealth, but the producers remained
and piled it up again. But when the Musalmans
settled down as rulers, their own prosperity depended
on that of the people and they took with discrimina-
tion. Firoze of the Toghlak dynasty (A.p. 1351—1388),
like Hindu Rulers before him, constructed great
irrigation works, canals, etc. It was this care for
irrigation, characteristic of Indian Rulers, which
gave such marvellous fertility to the soil through the
centuries. Kver the immense forcign trade went on,
enriching the land, and they cxported luxuries and
surplus, never the food wanted to feed the people;
that remained from the fat years against the lean.
A disadvantage of the swift communication between
Britain and India now is that the rulers no longer
come to stay; but, under the decencies of modern
ways, gather wealth like the old raiders, and like
thewm carry it abroad for epjoyment.
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THE MARATHA CONFEDERACY

The Hon. Mr. Justice Ranade, in his small volume
on the Rise of the Maratha Power, has done more than
any other writer to point out the significance of the
Maratha story in the long history of India, and to
make the reader feel its inspiration and its“teaching.

While Delhi was the seat of Mughal Power, the
Musalmans in the Deccan had made themselves inde-
pendent of it in A.D. 1347, and had chosen Ala-ud-din
Hasan as King, who founded the Bahamani kingdom,
which broke up from 1484 to 1572 into the five king-
doms of Berar, Abmednagar, Bijapur, Bidar and
Golconda, whose (uarrels with the Delhi Empire
facilitated the breaking up of the Musalman domina-
tion. The rise of the Maratha Power was preceded by
a great Hindu Revival, Tukaram, Veman Pandit,
Eknath and Ramdas, the Guru of Shivaji, were its
inspiration, Shivaji himself was a Mystic, materialised
into a man of action. His aim was the building of a
Nation ; his means patriotisin and union. His spirit,
his aim, his means, are the spirit, the aim, the means
of the National party inIndia to-day ; a Hinda Revival
preceded the modern National movement ; its one aim
is India, a Nation; its fervent patriotisn and its
striving after uniou are its weans to success.
Where it differs from its forerunner is that instead
of fighting against the Musalmans it welcomes them
as a part of the Nation, instead of using the sword, it
uses as weapons, education, the platform and the pen.

Shivaji’s careful organisation of the Government
recalls the work of Chandragupta-Maurya. First
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came the .Peshwa, or Prime Minister; then the
Minister of War (Senapati—Army Lord); the Min-
ister of Finance (Amitya); the Accountant-General
(Pant Sachiv); the Private Secretary (Mantri);
the® Foreign Secretary (Sumant); the Minister of
Religion (Panditrao); the Chief Justice. But it was
Shivaji himself who created the new Maharash-
tra, and made the men, who, after his death,
broke the Mughal power. The building up of his
great Kingdom from Surat in the north to Hubli in
the South, from the sea on the west to Berar, Golconda
and Bijapur on the east, his coronation at Raipur in
1674 as Padshaha, his recognition by the rulers of
Golconda and Bijapur as Suzerain by the paying of
tribute, his death in 1680—all this may be read at
leisure. He died, but he had “created a Nation,”
and when Aurungzeb came in 1682 to crush the
Marathas and the Musalman Kingdoms, although
he with his huge army carried everything before bim,
Shivaji’s younger son, Rajaram, rallied the Maratha
leaders round him, and began the great twenty-years’
War of Independence; at his death his nephew
Shaku succeeded him and the War went on, till in
1705 a treaty was made, though not kept; Aurungzeb
died two years later, broken-hearted, after a war of
25 years, which ended in failure. Shaku was crowned,
regaining his grandfather’s realm. Thus Svaraj,
“own-rule,” was gained, and, after a period of
quarrelling and unrest, Balaji Vishvanath became the
Peshwa of the Maratha Kingdom, and is called in
Hunter’s history and even in Ranade’s, the First
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Peshwa, He it was who bound t;oget]nc'r the great
Maratha Chiefs, built np the Confederacy that last-
ed for a hundred years, that broke the Mughal
Empire, and practically ruled India. Balaji march-
ed to Delhi in 1718, and in the next year com-
pelled the Kmperor to recognise the right 6f Shaku to
a quarter and a tenth of the land revenue of the
Deccan (the chouth and sardeshmukti), and when he
was succeeded in 1720 by his son, Baji Rao, he left the
Confederacy so strong that it was able to extend its
power gradually under the second and third Peshwas
from Gujerat and Kathiawar to Bengal and Orissa,
from Delhi to Maharashtra.

The Peshwa at Poona represented the centre of the
great Confederacy; the Bhonsla General was at
Nagpur; Holkar was at Tndore; Scindia at Gwalior ;
the Gaekwar at Baroda. These five represented the
five Maratha Branches, cach with its Chief. The great
defeat of the Marathas at Panipat, fighting against the
Afghans, threw them back from the extreme north,
but they regained their power there, and held the
Delhi Emperor as their puppet in 1803, In fact the
Marathas ruled India, save where a new Power was
making its way, a Power against which they broke, as
the power of the Musalmans had broken against them.
It was that of Great Britain.

THE BriTIsH IN INDIA

Long and strange was the struggle for Kuropean
Ewpire in India from the days when the Mughal
Empire was in the heights of its splendour, through the
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Maratha Et;npire, until the final trininph of the British.
Portuguese, Dutch, French, British —such the succes-
sion of the foreign ventures, with a gleam of Denmark
in 1620 ; of the German Kwpire headed by Austria, the
“Ostend Company” in {722; of Prussia, the Kmden
Company inel 744—ghosts flitting across the Indianstage.
They were all seeking for trade. Tt was a traders’ war
when they fought; the soldiers were mostly adventur-
ers; KMuropcan Governments looked on complacently
and helped with a few soldiers now and then.  But the
flag followed trade, not trade the flag. And the fight-
ing was traders’ fighting rather than that of soldiers,
not careful of honoar, nor treaty, but only of gain.
Bold unscrupulous adventurers, they were for the most
part, the “bad boys ” of the family, like Clive. Punch
wrote a fearful epitaph on “ John Company ” and his
crimes, after the Sepoy War, and when the Crown
took over the KEmpire the Company had made, it
marked the New Kra with the noble proclamation of
Queen Victoria, the Magna Carta of India. But the
making of that Kmpire by the adventurers is a wonder-
ful story of courage, craft, unscrupulousness—were
‘they not dealing with “heathen” ?—ability rising to
genius, as in Clive, and great administrators after great
soldiers. At the beginning conquest was not thought
of, no one made any pretence that he wus here for
“the good of India”. Quite frankly, it was the
immense wealth ot India that lured them, wealth to be
carried “home” for enjoyment; the “white man’s
burden ” was golden. 'I'he breaking up of the Mughal
Ewmpire and the quarrels of Viceroys who became
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Kings; of (Generals who became Chiefs, these gave the
opportunity. Britain succeeded, because she was the
Power that held in her the most fertile seed of free
institutions, because she was on the eve of establishing
democratic Government on her own soil on the sutrest
basis, so that while she might enthrall *for a time,
ultimate freedom under her rule was inevitable.
France had behind her then only the traditions of
tyranny ; the Bourbons ruled and rioted. India needed
for her future a steady pressure, that would weld her
into one Nation on a modern basis, that she might
become a Free Nation among the Free. The High
Powers that guide the destinies of Nations saw Britain
as fittest for this intermediate and disciplinary stage.

Early in the sixteenth century the Portuguese
formed trading settlements on the western coast in
Calicut and Goa. Karly in the seventeenth century,
the Dutch traded on the eastern coasts, established
very many factories, but finally settled down, after
many vicissitudes, struggles and battles, in Java, etc.,
“the Dutch Indies”. France began to nibble in 1537,
and established her first factories in Surat and Gol-
conda in 1668, and in 1672 bought the site of Pondi-’
cherry ; she made a great bid for an Indian Empire in
the eighteenth century through the genius of Dupleix
chiefly, and failed.

Denmark was stirred to rivalry in 1612, and made
an Bast India Company, but never was strong enough
for the Empire game. She began by a shipwreck on
the Tanjore coast in 1620, the survivors from the
shipwreck, except the Captain, Roelant Crape, being
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murdered. The Raja of Tanjore gave him permission
to settle at Tranquebar. "The settlement was mnever
important, but it started the Protestant missionaries
in India in 1706, and Schwarz (1730-1798) founded
the tnissions in Trichinopoly, Tanjore, and Tinnevelly,
still the strovigest missionary centres in India. Kugland
bought the sottlement finally in 1845, with Balasore,
and with another missionary settlement in Serampur,
Bengal. In 1847, the Tranquebar wission was handed
over to the Lutherans. From thoe 18th century
onwards all the missionary  Nations—German,
American, French, Italian, Swiss-—have freely estab-
lished their missions in Lndia, dnperia in imperio, a
dangerous policy, a wenace to British rule, and a
running annoyance and ivritation to Indians.

Britain began luambly. On December 31, 1600,
Blisabeth chartered “The Governor and Company
of Merchants of London trading in the Kast Indies”
for exclusive trading there—at that time no trading
having been done—and they fitted out some ships,
one, under Captain Hawkins, reaching Surat, on the
West Coast, in 1606;; In 1611, a Captain Hippon, on
his own account, set up a little trading establishment
on the HKast Coast at Pettapoli, and another at
Masulipatam. In 1613, the Emperor Shah Jihan gave
duly written permission for setting up factories at
Surat and Cambay, Gogo and Ahinedabad, and in 1616
the Zamorin of Calicut allowed a factory to be set up
in his capital city. Thus was a footing made on
the West Coast, and Surat became a Presidency

Town in the time of Cromaell (1653), and moved its
p v
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Government in 1661 to the island of Bombay, given by
Portugal as a kind of wedding gift, when Charles 11
married Catherine of Braganza.

Meanwhile the Kast Coast was fa,ctonsed, and in
1626, a factory was established at Argeman, 70 miles
north of Madras, with a fort to protect . Factory,
fort, town, “ necessary ”’ extensions—so it went thence-
forth, all natural and inevitable. In 1634, Shah Jahan
allowed another trading centre, at Pipli, in Bengal,
and in the next year, Charles 1 issued another charter,
But Argeman was not convenient, and the kind Raja
of Chaundragiri, descendant of the royal house of
Vijayanagar, in 1639, gives Mr. Day permission to
have a factory at Chennaputnam, with land one mile
broad and six miles along the shore, and he generously
builds them a fort to protect it, Fort S. George. And
Day builds a wall round the fort, on the island made
by the two branches of the Coum River, 400 yards
long and 100 wide, and allows only white people to
live inside his wall, any Nation, if only white—White
Town; and outside it an Indian town grows up—
Black Town. And these twain are Madraspatam—
Madras. In 1564, it had a garrison of 26 men. Its
official records begin from 1670, Cromwell lets the
two companies of Elisabeth and Charles I amalgamate,
and makes Fort S. George a Presidency, in 1653, with
authority over the Bengal factories.

In 1690, Job Charnock sets up a factory in Calcutta,
though trading privileges were not granted to the
English in Bengal until between 1713 and 1719 by the
Mughal Emperor Firokshere, and builds a fort; so we
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‘have three big forts ere the end of the first quarter of
‘the 18th century—Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, a Fort
S. David also, a mile from Cuddalore; in 1686, Sir
John Child, at Bombay, makes the ominous announce-
ment, that thenceforth if the “ natives”—the owners
of the country—attack, he will vetaliate. Untii then,
they had Dbeen yielding and submissive, as became
foreign traders. In 1702, various Companies having
arisen in England, who all quarrelled bitterly, it was
thought well to amalgamate them, and so present a
sohd front; and amalgamated they were, as the United
Bast India Company, in 1702, The position was a
most peculiar one. Here was a Company, to all
intents and purposes independent; it was ruled
by a Board of Directors in lLondon; it chose its
own agents, it made its own armies; after a time it
appointed a (Governor, then a Governor-General;
it applied for Charters, for Courts of Justice, and got
them—with subsequent horrors related by Macaulay.
There was no effective control over its proceedings,
although Parliament interfered for the first time in
1773, and a Board of Control was established in 1784,
and the Court of Directors placed under it—a clumsy
dual arrangement, making no real difference. The
one useful thing was the renewal of the Charter,
preceded by an enquiry, which at least revealed the
state of things—and terrible are the records. When
things became too outrageous, Parliament interfer-
ed, as in the impeachment of Warren Hastings ; but,
', for the most part, Britain was far too busy with her own
troubles, her loss of her American Colonies. her
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iNapoleome Wars, the struggles of her f'ising Demo-
‘cracy, the miserable condition of her people, her
, Chartists,” her agricultural riots, and the rest, to
! trouble much about what a trading Company was
" doing in far-away heathen India; the Company dade
! treaties and broke them, or forged them, if more con-
: venienf; it cheated, robbed, murdered, oppressed, and
" —built an Empire in about a century. Clive was the
first Governor under the East India Company in 1758 ;
EKarl Canning the last in 1856. The Company ended
in the Sepoy War of 1857, and the Crown assumed
the sovereignty in 1858.

The policy of the Company was shrewd and effect-
ive. The Indian rulers borrowed Furopean offi-
cers to drill their soldiers, borrowed Kuropean
soldiers too.  Presently, if French officers and
men were with one Chief, English officers and
men were with the rival. Dupleix had allied himn-
self with one claimant to the throne of the dead
Nizam of the Deccan; the knglish therefore were
‘with the Nawab of the Carunatic, who had an eye to a
possible chance. Princes, Knglish and French all
tried to use each other—the Princes to play off Knglish
against French, the English and French severally to
use opposing Princes against each other. It is a
sorry story of intrigue, of utter disregard of honour
and good faith on all sides. Dupleix, that French
genius, master of the military art and of unscrupulouns
statecraft, was carrying all before him and carving
out a French Empire in Southern India, when Robert
Clive, a writer in the service of the Company, who was
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also a captain for the nonce, offered a bold plan of
attack, and was bidden carry it out; marched rapidly
to Arcot (1751) with 200 English and 300 sepoys,
seifed it, held it against all comers, struck here,
struck there, won everywhere, and laid the first stone
of the British Empire in Indin. The Freuch hopes in
the South were finally destroyed by the victory of
Colonel Coote at Wandiwash in 1760.

After a visit to England, the Directors made Clive
Governor of Fort S. David, and he returned to
India in 1755 for five warvellous years of glory and
shame. Trouble in Bengal, where Siraj-ud-daula
was Viceroy for Delhi, and had attacked and captured
Fort William ; he thrust his 146 captives, for the night
into the Fort military gaol, the “ Black Hole,” & room
18 feet square with two small windows, and, says the
Linperial Gazetteer, “although the Nawal) does not
seem to have been aware of the consequences, it meant
death to a huddled mass of Knglish prisoners in the
stifling heat of June” (i, 474).  Only 23 survived
that mnight of agony. Clive started for Caleutta,
managed, despite the Black Hole, to pcrsuade the
Nawiab that he was a friend—* 1 will. .. stand by him
as long as 1 have a man left,” wrote he—seduced by
bribery some of the Nawal’s officers, forged a treaty,
and Admiral Watson’s signature thereto, to deceive
Omichand, himself a traitor, defeated his dear friend
the Nawab at Plassey (June 23, 1757), and sold
his throne—our Bengal, Bihar and Orissa—to Mir
Jafar for a smin that amounted to £2,340,000 sterling,
of which Clive received £200,000. Omichand, when
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he found the treaty was forged, swooned, and never
recovered the shock; Clive advised him to go on a
pilgrimage, but the wretched man sank into idiocy,
“languished a few months and then died”. Macaulay,
though he makes excuses for his hero of meeting
craft with craft, says of his general policy, that “he
descended, without scruple, to falsehood, to hypo-
critical caresses, to the substitution of documents and
to the counterfeiting of haunds” (Hssays, 11. 101, 102,
Ed. 1864). By these means, joined to marvellous
courage and military genius, he founded the British
Empire in India, which historians date from Plassey.
Clive obtained in addition from Mir Jafar a tract

of 882 square miles—the 24 Perganas—to go to the
Company after his death, he having meanwhile the
rental; this rental was paid to him by the Company
from 1765 —when they took over the land—till he
died in 1774 ; the quit-rent was about £30,000 sterling
a year. At the age of 34, starting with nothing, he
had accumulated, between 1755 and 1760, admittedly,
£220,000 remitted to business housesin Kngland ; £25,000
in diamonds ; “considerable” sumns and a “ great mass
. of ready money,” as well as the huge estate, which he
" valued at £27,000 a year. All this was challenged in
“the House of Commons, in 1773, after his last return
to England (1767), and a vote of censure was shelved
- by the previous question, and the words that “he
did, at the same time, render great and meritorious
services to his country”. He committed suicide
{in 1774. Macaulay says of the enguiry: “It
‘was “clear that Clive had been guilty of sowme
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acts which it was impossible to vindicate without
attacking the anthority of all the most sacred laws
which ragulate the intercourse of individuals and of
States. But it was equally clear that he had displayed
grf'mt talents, and even great virtues”—talents,
undoubtedly. Macaulay thinks that the enmity he
roused was due to his efforts to stop corruption;
for, in 1765, he had returned to India fora yearand
a half as Governor, and had devoted himself to the
purifying of the administration, perhaps repenting
of his own rapacity. That, at least remains to his
credit, but he kept hold of his own ill-gotten wealth.
His new ardour for purity had been more admirable,
had he disgorged his own spoils, and it may well
be that the attack on him was largely due to the
fact that he had enriched himself by methods which
he forbade to others.

Macaulay gives a terrible account of the op-
pressions of the Company at this time: “ thirty
millions of human beings were reduced to the
extremity of wretchedness. They had been accus-
tomed to live under tyranny, but never under tyranny
like this ... That Government, oppressive as the
most oppressive form of barbarian despotism, was
strong with all the strength of civilisgtion.” He
quotes a Musalinan historian, who praises the extra-
ordinary courage and military skill of the English: .
“ but the people under their dominion groan every-
where, and are reduced to poverty and distress. O
God ! come to the assistance of thy afflicted servants,
and deliver them from the oppressions which they
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suffer.” In 1770 there was an awful famine;‘“the
Hooghly every day rolled down thousandsof corpses
close to the porticoes and gardens of the English
conquerors. The very streets of Calentta were
blocked up by the dying and the dead.” ‘It
was “officially reported to have swept away two-
thirds of the inhabitants” (Jmperial Gazetleer, i,
480), or 10,000,000 persons.

The terrible years roll on; Macaulay again lays
stress on them in his Essay on Warren Hastings; of
his ability, again, therc is as little doubt as of his
crimes. He was Governor from 1772 to 1785, taking
in 1774 the title of Governor-General. He laboured at
administration, and filled the Company’s coffers with
gold. The gathering of this seems to have been his
chief object, and was the cause of his greatest
crimes. The Nawiab of Bengal had had an income
of 53 lakhs promised him by Clive, when deprived
of his power; Clive cut the allowance down to
41 lakhs on the accession of a new Nawab, and
the third was reduced to 32 lakhs. Hastings fouud
a child as the fourth, and, the child being helpless, cut
him down to 161lakhs. He sold Allahabad and Kora
to Oudh for 50 lakhs (then worth half a million
pounds sterling), and stopped the tribute of 26
lakhs guaranteed to the Emperor of Delhi in return
for Bengal. To these “ conquerors” every treaty was
amere “ scrap of paper,” to be repudiated at pleasure.
These “ economies” were highly appreciated by the
Company; they left the Company wealthy in gold,
but bankrupt in honour. Had they only stained their
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own h(mmfr, it would have been their own business.
But they stained the honour of England in India’s oyes.
These were the first “ English” whom she knew ;
Eungland made some awmends by giving Knglish edu-
cation with its liberty-inspiring ideals. She will make
her final amends by co-operating with India, as she has
co-operated with Ireland, to shape Home Rule.

But worse crimes followed this auspicious beginning ;
the sale of the Rolillas to pillage and slaughter:
the hanging of Nanda-kumara; the coercion of the
Princesses of Oudh. The Rohillas were a long-
Indianised Afghan people, whose “little territory”
says Macanlay (Fssays,ii. 193), “ enjoyed the blessings
of repuse under the guardianship of valour. Agricul-
ture and commerce flonrvished among them ; nor were
they negligent of rhetoric and poetry.” Sujah Daula,
Nawiab of Oudh, coveted this rich territory, but
feared the valour of the Rohillas, numbering some
80,000 warriors. Hastings sold him the use of the
British army for £400,000 sterling, and they, with
the Nawab’s troops, were let loose on this noble
people. Fire and sword devastated the land and
slew the people, and “the rich province which had
tempted the cupidity of Sujah Daula became the
most miserable part even of his misemble{dominions ,
In two years, by such transactions, Hastings gave
the Company about a million sterling and £450,000
increase of annual income. He also had saved Bengal
from an annual military expenditure of £250,000.

Nanda-kumara was a wealthy Brahmapa who
accused Hastings of some of his crimes; before
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thig, there was a long story of antagonism ; he was
a man of high rank, talent and wealth. His accnsa-
tion was met by his arrest for an alleged forgery
six years before. The infamous Sir Elijah Impey
was the judge, the jury English. The verdict was a
foregone conclusion, and Impey pronounced a sentence
of death. He died with peaceful dignity, hanged on
the public gallows before an enormous crowd, amid
shrieks and shouts of horror and despair.

The Princesses of Qudh, the mother and widow of
Suraj Daula were enormously wealthy, reputed to
possess a treasure of £3,000,000 sterling, and great
revenues from land. The safety of their wealth was
guaranteed to themn by the Government of Bengal.
But what of that? They were acensed of complicity
in some rioting, but as there was no evidence they
were mnot brought to trial; Hastings and the new
Nawab, grandson and son of the Princesses, agreed to
an act of confiscation, stripping them of everything. The
son repented, but not so Hastings. He imprisoned the
Princesses. He thenseized the two eunuchs who wereat
the head of their household, imprisoned, ironed, starved
them, and at last gave them up to torture, the Nawab’s
officers being empowered in writing to “have free
access to the prisoners and be permitted to do with
them as they shall see proper,” as the Nawab had
“determined to inflict corporal punishment” on them.
Their only crime was their refusal to surrender the
charge given to them by their dead lord. The Princesses
were kept in prison half-starved, till they had paid
£1,200,000.
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Warren Hastings was a man of magnificent abilities,
and made a strong administration, but the record of’
his crimes is long and terrible. He left India in 1785,
and was impeached by the House of Commons, which
had before censured him, after long debate, for his
crimes, while the King favoured him, the Company
adored himn, Lord Chancellor Thurlow protected
him; the vesult was sure, despite the marvellous
eloquence of Burke. Iu vain his passionate peroration
rang out:

1 impeach him in the pame of the Commons’ House of
Parliament, whose trust he has betrayed. I impeach him in the name
of the English Nation, whose ancient honour he has sullied. 1 im-
peach him in the name of the people of India, whose rights he has
trodden under foot, and whose country he has turned into a desert.
Lastly, in the name of human nature itself, in the name of
both sexes, in the name of every age, in the nane of every rank, I
impeach the common enemy and oppressor of all!

The trial began in 1788 and the decision was pro-
nounced in 1795. 160 nobles began the trial; 29 voted
at the close, a majority in his favour. Meanwhile
Hastings, secure in the King’s favour, had spent £40,000
in building a house and in laying out its groynds.

Within our limits we cannot trace fully the growth of
the Indian Empire: Lord Cornwallis followed Hastings
in 1786 and left his mark in the Permancnt Settlement
of Bengal. Fighting as usual went on in the,South, and
in the Third Mysore War (1790-92), Lord Cornwallis,
Governor-General, allied with the Nizaw of the Deccan
and the Maratha Confederacy, conquered Tipu Sultan
; of Mysore, robbed him of half his territorics—which

they divided between them—aund exacted from him
" three million piunds sterlipg, thus ensuring another war.
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Marquess Wellesley and the Nizam, in the fourth
Mysore War (1799), finished him, and he died, fighting
gallantly to the end, in the breach at the storming
of Seringapatam. This added the Carnatic to the
Madras Presidency. The quarrels of the Maratha
Chiefs enabled Marquess Wellesley to detach the
Peshwa from them, and he became a vassal of the
Company ; the third Maratha War followed (1802-014),
and in 1817-18, the last, the Maratha Kmpire perished,
and left its Princes as feudatories of the Knglish,

Ranjit Singh, the “ Lion of the Panjal,” who created
the Sikh kingdom, aud scized Lakore as his capital in
1799, when only 19 years of age, was the creator of
the last Power the British had to mcet. His army was
united by religion not by territory; they were the
Sikhs, the disciples of the ten Gurus who had built up
the Khalsa (Society), from Nanak the Saint to Govinda
Singh, the Warrior (1675-1708). He made his Kingdom
in the Panjab as tar south as Multan; in 1809, Metcalfe
visited Ranjit Singh as envoy from the British, and
concluded a treaty with him, making the Sutlej River
the boundary between his Kingdom and the British
territory. With him there was peace till Lis death in
1839, but in 1845 the Sikh army crossed the Sutlej,
and after four battles was driven back. In 1848
the second Sikh War broke out; the British were
defeated at Chilianwala (1849), but soon after Multun
was stormed, the victory of Gujrat wom, and the
Panjab was annexed two months later.

Lord Dalhousie (1848-56) started the convenient
theory. that “Native States” were less well governed
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than British Provinces, and should be aunexed wher-
ever possible, e.g., as when a ruler died without a son.
Under these conditions he annexed Satara in 1849,
Jhansi in 1853, Nagpur in 1853.  Oudh he annexed in
1856, on high moral grounds, because its administra~
tion was “fraught with suffering to wmillions”—a
dangerons argument from an official of the Kast Tndia
Company. It was looked on with alarm by the “ Natives,”
and contributed to the Sepoy Revolt of 1857, when
Lord Canning was Viceroy. This broke out in May 10,
1837, in Meernt, and ended in January, 1859,

From: that time we may date the famous “Pax
Britannica,” for until that time there were continual
wars and annexations, while since then there have
been none further within India itself. There have
heen frantier wars, the miquitous Afghan wars, the
aunexation of Burma, but internal order has been
maintained.

On November 1, 1838, was held the Darbar of
Allahabad, in which was published the Queen’s
Proclamation, assuming the Government of India, and
making the Governor-General a Viceroy. The
Company perished in the Sepoy Rebellion, in which
poured out the Latreds accumulating since Plassey, in
1757.  The Queen’s Proclamation contgined the
memorable words:

It is our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects, of
whatever race and creed, be freely and impartially admitted to
office in our service, the dutics of which they may be qualified by
their oducation, ability and credit duly to discharge. In their

prosperity will be our strength ; in their contentment our security ;
and in their gratitude our best reward.
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Fifty-seven years have rolled away since those noble
words were spoken; they remain unfulfilled, and, as
the inevitable consequence, the security of contentment,
is not yet ours.

The existing conditions in India, Learing onethe
religious, economie, educational and political problews
of the present, are dealt with in the Congress story.
They will be better understood against the historical
background, which shows that Indian Nationality is
not a plant of mushroom growth, but a giant of the
forest, with millennia behind it.

India is now full of unrest, righteons nnrest; she is
consequently held down by a series of enactiments
unparalleled in any modern civilised country; Lord
Morley has had the andacity to state, according to Siv
Valentine Chirol (Indian Unrest, 154, ed. 1910) &ha,b
the Government of India ““ must be an autocracy,” and
Iudia loathes autocracy. She has enjoyed all the
benefits which flow from it during her childhood and
youth as a Nation, and she has felt its weight in British
hands; she is now mature; she demaunds freedom, and
she is resolute to take her destiny iuto her own hauds,
as on¢ of the Free Nations in a Crowned Common-
wealth, if Britain will work with her, in making the
trausit. Vincent A. Smith (Early History of India,
p- 331), in tracing the annals of some “Indian petty
States,” says that they show “ what India always has
been when released from the control of a supreme au-
thority, and what she would be again, if the hand of the
benevolent despotism which now holds her in its iron
grasp, should Lce withdrawn ”. 1f a central authority
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is wanted, and all Frce Nations need it, to prevent
centrifugal forces from cansing disintegration, India
demands that it shall be her own Parliament. Why
should she, alone among civilised modern Nations,
redhire a foreign supreme authority ?

But there is one danger to India’s future which it is
well to recognise —the effect of the concomitants of the
famous Pax Britannica of fifty-seven years. India has

"never before been under foreign domination as a «whole.
If one part of her was invaded, other parts were
tranquil : if there was a foreign conquest, the new
rulers settled down on the old lines; there were no
barriers put up round State offices, differentiating
between the new-comers and the earlier inhabitants ;
in fact the aim of the new was assimilation with the
older elements in a common civic life, and when the
Musalmans made their Kingdoms and Empire, every-
thing was done to induce the people to accept the new
rulers and live in peace. Aurangzeb, the sixth Mughal
Empervor, was the first persccutor, and his brutalities
broke the Mughal power. The British policy has been
different ; the whole administration of British India has
been in its own hands, and all the chief positions of
responsibility and power have Leen rigidly confined to
the foreigners; it is thought a wonderful concession
that the Minto-Morley reforms allowed orie Indian to
enter the Imperial Council! All initiative, all original-
ity have been rigorously repressed, while manly
independence has been resented, and even punished.
It has seecmed as though it were the British aim to
turn the whole Indian Nation into a race of clerks.
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This steady crushing pressure over the whole popula-
tion has produced a serions result, and has emascnlated
the Nation. Indians hesitate, where they should act;
they ask, where they should take ; they submit, where
they should resist; they lack self-confidence dnd sthe
andacity that commands success. Prompt, resolute,
effective action is but too rare; they luck fire and
decision. Mr. Gokhale, in his answer before, the
Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure (Ans.
18,331), voiced the same idea, after pointing to the
‘2,388 officials drawing annual salaries of Rs. 10,000
and apwards, of whom only 60 were Indians. “The
excessive costliness of the foreign agency is not, how-.
ever, its only covil. There is a moral evil, which, if |
anything, is even greater. A kind of dwarfing or"
stunting of the Tndian race is going on under the
present system. We must live all the days of our life
in an atmosphere of inferiority, and the tallest of us
must bend in order that the cxigeuncies of the existing
system may be satixfied.” Thix is the deepest, gravest,
wrong that (Great Britain has inflicted on a once
mighty and imperial race. Unless Indians can again
develop the old vigour, courage and initiative, India
can have no future. But the old spirit is awaking
on every side, and therein lies our hope.

We doubt if those, who read and rerify the above,
will think that she has got on so badly in the past,
left to her own resources.

SoME DEDUCTIONS AND ANTICIPATIONS

We submit from a review of this rough sketch :
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That In(iia, despite foreign invasions and local dis-
turbances, which all nations have suffered in their
time—what peace had England from the Conquest up to
the final defeat of Charles Kdward in 1745 ?—was a
pr8sperous and wealthy Nation before the coming of
the East India Company, and that her huge wealth,
down to the end of the 18th century, is a proof of
general industry and security and immense industrial
output among the masses, while the wealth of the
merchants, and of the banking aund trading communi-
ties shows a settled condition, where credit was good ;
that commercial integrity was so great that receipts
and bonds were not demanded in finuncial transac-
tions.

That the Knglish counection, under the Company,
reduced India to poverty, and dislocated her industries,
and that, under the Crown, the Government still
hamper her industries, make a cruelly severe drain
upon the country, and by their fiscal arrangements
prevent the return of prosperity. That between 1770
and 1900—130 years—there have been twenty-two
famines, eighteen according to the Report of the
Famine Commission of 1880 and four after 1880.
In 1770, as we have seen, there was a famine in
Bengal with 10,000,000 deaths; in 1783 in Madras; in
1784, in Upper India, which left Oudh m a pitiable
condition ; in 1792 in Bombay and Madras; in 1803 in
Bombay; in 1804 in northern India;in 1807 in Madras ;
in 1813 in Bombay ;in 1823in Madras;in 1833 in Madras,
where in one district, Guntur, 200,000 died out of 500,000
population, and the denck(]ay unburied about Madras,
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Masulipatam and Nellore ; in 1837 in north India, in
which a calculation of 800,000 deathsis thought too low
by the Famine Commission ; in 1854 in Madras; in 1860
in northern India, about 200,000 deaths; in 1866 in
Orissa and Madras, in Orissa a third of the pedple
died, about 1,000,000, in Madras about 450,000; in
1869 in north India, about 1,200,000 deaths;in 1874
in Bengal, over 1,000,000 were relieved and life was
saved ; in 1877 in Madras, 5,250,000 deaths;in 1868 in
north India, 1,250,000 deaths;in 1889 in Madras and
Orissa ; in 1892 in Madras, Bengal and Reajputana;in
1896-7 in North India, Bengal, Madras and Bembay—the
number of deaths is not given, but 4,000,000 persons
received relief; and in 1399-0, in rorth India, Central
Provinces and Bombay, 6,500,000 persons were in
receipt of relief—the worst famine on record. In
1892 and 1897, Burma also suffered from famine. In
1896, bubonic plague broke out in Bombay, and has
slain its millions.

That even if Self-Government should cause—as we
do not think it would—any recrudescence of local
jealousies and divisions, they would be local and
temporary troubles, out of which India would emnerge
prosperously, as she has done before.

That after an admitted prosperous and wealthy
existence for 5,000 years under eastern rulers, she
could not fall into barbarism even by the total and
sudden withdrawal of a rule that has only been here
in any kind of power for a poor 158 years, of which
the first fifty were spent entirely in plundering, and
whioh " 5ily-stopped constant wars and annexations in
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1856. Has' the history of British rule in India proved
to be more peaceful than the worst of its predecessors|
up to the Sepoy Rebellion? And it must not be
forgotten that nearly all the current history is the
speeial pleading of an advocate, who is representing
his own side and blackening his antagonists, minimising
every wrong committed by his own side, exaggerating
every wrong done upon the other.

That in the very limited educational work she has
done, Britain has been immensely useful, for the study
of her own history has strengthened and given point
to the National feeling that was powerfully aroused in
the rise of the Marathas; from 1835 she took up
education, and though it has spread very slowly, and is
doing badly now in consequence of the strangling
policy initiated by the Universities Act of 1904,
India’s debt here to Britain is great and is fully
recognised.

That Britain has done much in railways—of mixed
benefit, being chiefly strategic instead of economic, but
on the whole desirable; much less well than the old
rulers in irrigation works, in forestry, in village
government, and in sanitation.

That India welcomes English co-operation, but is
.getting very tired of English domination; that she is
determined to get rid of coercive leglsla,tlon, and to
enjoy Self-Governnient. That she earnestly desires to
have it with English help, but is resolved to have it.

That she is perfectly well aware that England did
not “conquer her by the sword,” but by the help of her
own_ swards, .by. hriberyh_intriguel and most acute
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, diplomacy, fomenting of divisions, and playing of one
; party against another. But she is willing to let bye-
; ‘gones be bye-gones, if Britain will now treat with her
on eqnal terms, and welcome her as a partner, not
dependent.

INDIA WANTS SELF-GOVERNMENT BECAUSE:

1. British rule has destroyed her Village and
Council Government, and has put in its place a hybrid
system of Boards and Councils which are impotent for
good, because well-informed Indian opinion is over-
ruled by officials who come, knowing nothing of
India, and seek to impose English methods on un
ancient land which has its own traditions. They then
complain that their hybrid is sterile. It is the way
with hybrids. India wants to rebuild and improve
her own .system, beginning with Panchayats, and
working upwards, untrammelled by foreign experts,

2. British rule after eighty years of its education
is educating 2'6 of the population, and bases her
denial of liberty on the “ microscopical minority ” of
the educated, due to her own policy. Japan, under
eastern rule, has educated her whole population in
40 years. British education is not only microscopic,
but it is ill-directed ; it was arranged with a view of
.supplying clerks and some professional men in order
to enable the British Government to be carried on.
India wants a system which will develop her resources
by supplying scientific experts in every branch where-
in applied science is needed, by supplying practical
-experts in all industries and crafts; a system which
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will educate her whole population for useful ends, as
the United States and (Germany have done for their
populations and Britain is now doing for hers. India
also desires to check the lavish expenditure of her
momey on the schools and colleges of foreign missions
—British, Scotch, American, German, Danish, French,
Swiss, Italian—while those under her own control
are discouraged and crippled in their natural develop-
ment on lines shaped by Indians.

3. British rule has destroyed India’s finest arts and
industries in order to favour the importation of cheap
foreign goods, and even in machine industry, such as
cotton, taxes the home-preduce in order to balance
the customs duty on imported goods. Itencourages
the export of raw materials, which come back as manu-
factured articles, thus paralysing Indian industrial
efforts for the benefit of foreigners. The export in-
dustry being in full swing, when England goes to
War, India’s materials are suddenly thrown on her
hands, and as she has neither plant, nor knowledge
how to use it, they rot on the ground and their
producers starve. India would train her own
sons to utilise her vast stores of raw material, for
her own profit, and would only send abroad her
surplusage.

4. British rule has neglected irrigation ——only lately
taken up because of the awful famines, and even now
starved for want of funds—and while recklessly catting
forests down has, also until lately, neglected replanting.
Huge tracts of land, especially in the north-west, have
consequently bécome desezts, which were formerly rich
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and fertile. India would place irrigation and forestry
among the first duties.of Government.

N 5, British rule has neglected sanitation, while the

=

tendency to centralise in towns and neglect villages has
necessitated changes from the old methods. Alarmted
by the plague—a disease of dirt, which decimated
Europe dirty and vanished before Europe semi-clean—
it took some hasty and injudicious methnds, which
alienated Indian sympathy, and is now more busy
with injecting serums iuto Indian bodies, thus really
perpetuating disease, than with sanitation. The
trouble is increased by the arrogant contempt for
indigenous systems, and the ousting of them by
Government, while it is impossible to replace them
adequately everywhere with the costly modern
appliances. India would insist on sanitation as among
the first duties of Government, would encourage all
that is good in the old systems, and utilise what is good
in western methods.

6. British rule is extremely costly; it employs
Europeans in the highest posts at the highest

.salaries, and introduces them everywhere as “experts”

—experts ignorant of the conditions in which
they are working; it keeps special preserves
wholly for Europeans; others into which Indians
may enter at the heavy cost of going to Eng-
land to obtain “English degrees”; it pensions its
servants, so that the English ones live on Indian money
when they retire to England, making a huge annual
drain; it encourages exploitation of the country by

. English companies and English capital, making another
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_drain; it makes India pay for an Indian army, main-
tained to keep India in subjection ; it makes India pay
for a costly English establishment, the central auto-
cracy, irresponsible to Parliament. India would do
awity with all this; would open everything to Indians
—ag indeed the Proclamation of 1858 promised—and
require no foreign degrees as credentialy; would abo-
lish the India Office; would acknowledge, outside
India, the authority only the Crown and the Imperial
Parliament, in which she enjoyed adequate representa-
tion. She would have her own Army and Navy, for
protection and Imperial needs, not to hold her people
down.

. 7. British rule has substituted coercion for improve-
ments in Government, like any other autocracy.
India would sweep all this coercive legislation away ;
she would not be afraid of her people possessing arms ;
she would not be afraid of the criticism of free speech
and a free Press; she would reform abuses instead
of strangling the expression of the discontent which
abuses produce; she would ewmulate British rule
in Britain, not British rule in India.

In a phrase:
India is enthralled, aud she is determined to Le free.
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CHAPTER I

In late December in 1884, seventeen men met in Madras,
in the house of that stalwart advocate of religion and.
reform, Dewan Bahadur Raghunath Rao. Nearly all
of them had been delegates to the just-ended Annual
Convention of the Theosophical Society at Adyar, and
the others had been there as friends and sympathisers.
But surely this new pride in India’s mighty faiths
throbbing in their hearts, this dawning hope of India’s
greatness in the future to correspond with the great-
ness of her past, this feeling that the discrowned East
is not always to remain a thrall to the younger
western Nations, and that Asia, once the cradle of
mighty Empires, shall again stretch out her hands
to grasp the sceptre and the imperial ball—these
dreams sent out the dreamers to take counded together,
and they resolved, greatly daring, to form themselves
into a group of provisional Committees, men from
different towns to win others, each in his place, and to
weet later for further consultation. Let us place on re-
cord their namgs, for they were the seed of a mighty
tre8. Norendranath Sen gf Calcutta, that sturdiest of
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fighters, was one of the little group, and he gave
their names later in his paper, The Indian Mirror; he
remarks that “the delegates who attended the Con-
vention were most of them men who, socially and
intellectually, are the leaders of the Society in which
they move in different parts of the country ”. They
were : -

Madras: The Hon. Mr. S. Subramania Iyer
(subsequently Judge of the High Court, Act-
ing Chief Justice, K.C.I.E.,, and LL.D.,), and
Messrs. P. Rangiah Naidu and P. Ananda
Charlu.

Calcutta: Messrs. Norendranath Sen, Suren-
dranath Bannerji (the “uncrowned King of
Bengal,” the great orator, and National leader),
and M. Ghosh.

Bombay : The Hon. Messrs. V. N. Mandlik and
K. T. Telang (later, Judge of the High Court)
and Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji (the G.O.M. of
India).

Poona: Messrs. C. Vijiaranga Mudaliar, and
Pandurang Gopal.

Benares : Sardar Dyal Singh.

Allahabad : Mr. Harishchandra.

N.W.P.: Mr. Kashi Prasad and Pandit
Lakshminarayan.

Bengal : Mr. Charuchandra Mitter.

Oudh : Mr. Shri Ram.

Seventeen good men and true, who out of their
love and their hope conceived the idea of a political
National Movement for the saving of the Motherland.
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There seems to be no record of the work done in
their own towns and provinces on their return home,
but the Proceedings of the First Indian National Con-
gress tells us that “in March, 1885, it was decided
to hold a meeting of Representatives from all parts
of India at the then coming Christmas. Poona was
considered the most central and therefore suitable
place.” From this onwards we have the official
Reports to guide our steps.

From this meeting the following circular was issued,
profoundly interesting now, in 1915, as showing the
minds of the Fathers of the Congress in these days
of origin, in 1885, just thirty years ago. It shows
the first ideas of those who were to be the leaders of
the Indian Nation in her struggles to regain her lost"
liberty, and to become a Self-governing Nation, free
amid the Free Communities which form the mighty
Empire “ on which the Sun never sets ”.

Here is the circular :

A Conference of the Indian National Union will be
held at Poona from the 25th to the 31st December 1885.

The Conference will be composed of Delegates—
leading politicians well acquainted with the English
langnage—from all parts of the Bengal, Bombay and
Madras Presidencies.

The direct objects of the Conference will be: (1) to
enable all the most earnest labourers in the canse of
national progress to become personally known to each
other; (2) to discuss and decide wupon the political
operations to be undertaken during the ensuing year.

Indirectly this Conference will form the germ of a
Native Parliament and, *if properly conducted, will
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constitute in a few years an unanswerable reply to the
assertion that India is still wholly unfit for any form of’
representative institutions. The first Conference will
decide whether the next shall be again held at Poona, or
whether, following the precedent of the British Association,
the Conferences shall be held year by year at different
important centres.

This year the Conference being in Poona, Mr.
Chiplonkar and others of the Sarvajanik Sabha, have
consented to form a Reception Committee in whose hands
will rest the whole of the local arrangements. The
Peshwah’s Garden near the Parbati Hill will be utilised
both as a place of meeting (it contains a fine Hall, like the
garden, the property of the Sabha) and as a residence for
the delegates, each of whom will be there provided with
suitable quarters. Much importance is attached to this,
since, when all thus reside together for a week, far greater

wotpportunities for friendly intercourse will be afforded than

if the delegates were (as at the time of the late Bombay
demonstrations) scattered about in dozens of private
lodging houses all over the town.

Delegates are expected to find their own way to and
from Poona—but from the time they reach the Poona
Railway Station until they leave it again, everything
that they can need, carriage, accommodation, food, etc.,
will be provided for them gratuitously.

. The cost thus involved will be defrayed from the
Reception Fund, which the Poona Association most
liberally offers to provide in the first instance, but to
which all delegates, whose means warrant their incurring
this further expense, will be at liberty to contribute any
sam they please. Any unutilised balance of such dona-
tions will be carried forward as a nucleus for next year’s
Reception Fund.

It is believed that exclusive of our Poona friends,
the Bombay Presidency, including Sindh and the Berars,
will furnish about 20 delegates, Madras and Lower Bengal
each about the same number, and the N. W. Provinces,
Oudh, and the Panjab together about half this number.
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Very modest were they, and very accurate withal in
their estimate of seventy delegates, for seventy-two
actually recorded their names as Representatives,
while another thirty attended as friends, being, as
Govérnment servants, precluded from acting as Re-
presentatives in a political gathering. The first meet-
ing did not, however, take place at Poona, for,only a
few daysbefore Christmas, somesporadic cases of cholera
occurred, possibly presaging an outbreak, and it was
thought wiser to move the Conference, now called the
Congress, to Bombay. The Managers of the Gokuldas
Tejpal Samskrit College and Boarding Heuse placed
the whole of their fine buildings at the disposal of the
Congress, and all was ready by the morning of the 27th
December for the reception of the Representatives of
the Indian Nation. As we glance over the lists of
those who were present, how many we see who became
famous in the annals of India’s struggle for Freedom.
Among those who could not act as Representatives—
for the reason given above—we note the Reformer,
Dewan Bahadur R. Raghunath Rao, Deputy Collector
of Madras, the Hon. Mr., Mahadev G. Ranade, then
member of the Legislative Council and Small Cause
Court Judge of Poona, later to be a Judge of the
High Court of Bombay, and leader hongured and
trusted ; Lala Baijnath of Agra was there, t be known
as scholar and writer later on; and Professors
K. Sundararaman and R. G. Bhandarkar. Among the
Representatives may be noted editors of well-known
Indian papers, of The Dnyan Prakash, The Quarterly
Journal of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, The Maratha,
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The Kesart, The Nababibhakar, The Indian Mirror,
The Nassin, The Hindusthani, The Tribune, The Indian
Union, The Indian Spectator, The Indu Prakash, The
Hindu, The Crescent. How many names shine out,
familiar and honoured : Mr. A, O. Hume is there from
Simla; W.C. Bannerji and Norendranath Sen from Cal-
cutta; W. S, Apte and G. G. Agarkar from Poona ;
Gangaprasad Varma from Lucknow ; Dadabhai Naoroji,
K. T. Telang, Pherozeshah M. Mehta—then, as now,
leader of the Bombay Corporation—D. E. Wacha,
B. M. Malabari, N. G. Chandavarkar from Bombay ;
P. Rangiah Naidu, President of the Mahajana Sabha,
S. Subramania Iyer, P. Ananda Charlu, G. Subramania
Aiyar, M. Viraraghavachariar from Madras; P. Kesava
Pillai from Anantapur. These were among the
earliest who wrought for India’s Freedom, and those
yet on earth are working for her still.

At 12 noon, on December 28th, 1885, in the Hall
of the Gokuldas Tejpal Samskrit College, the First
National Congress met. The first voices heard were
those of Mr. A. O. Huwe, the Hon. Mr. S. Subra-
mania. Iyer and the Hon. Mr. K. T. Telang, who
proposed, seconded and supported the election of the
first President, Mr. W. C. Bannerji. A solemn and
historic moment was that in which the first of the
long line of men thus honoured by the Motherland
took his seat, to preside over her first National
Assembly.

After alluding to the representative and weighty
character of the Congress, he laid down under four
heads the objects of the Congress :
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(a) The promotion of personal intimacy and friend-
ship amongst all the more earnest workers in our country’s
cause in the various parts of the Empire.

(b) The eradication by direct friendly personal
indercourse of all possible race, creed, or provincial
prejudices amongst all lovers of our country, and the
fuller development and consolidation of those sentiments
of national unity that had their origin in their beloved
Lord Ripon’s ever memorable reign.

(¢) The aunthoritative record, after this has been
carefully elicited by the fullest discussion, of the matured
opinions of the educated classes in India on some of the
more important and pressing of the social questions of
the day.

(d) The determination of the lines upon and methods
by which during the next twelve months it is desirable for
native politicians to labour in the public interests.

Of these the first three have been well worked out,
but the fourth has been less regarded, and needs
urging to-day. Such guidance is supremely neces-
sary, and the Nation has the right to demand it from
its best men. In all organised movements some
direction from the centre i€ necessary. The Congress
has admirably focussed 'educated opinion, passing
valuable judgments on. events and policy, and
demanding necessary reforms from Government,
but it has not adequately outlined thé sork to be
done during each coming year; hence political
work has lacked point and vigour ; it is impossible to
agitate_for all the mattérs touched on by resolutions,
and hence political work in the whole country has been
spasmodic and sporadic, and therefore largely in-
effective; there is no qgncerted work. Yet what
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India can do in the way of agitation when she has an
objective is clearly shown by the agitation on South
African grievances.

The nine resolutions of the first National Congress
mark the beginning of the formulation of India’s
demands.

The first asked for a Royal Commission to enquire
into the working of Indian administration.

The second for the abolition of the India Council.

The third dealt with the defects of the Legislative
Councils in which then all the members were nomin-
ated, and asked for the admission of elected members,
for the right of interpellation, for the submission
of budgets to the Councils, for the creation of
Councils in the N, W.P. and Oudh, and in the
Panjab, and for a Standing Committee in the House of
Commons to consider formal protests from majorities
in the Councils.

The fourth prayed for simultaneogs examinations
for the I. C. S. and the raising of the age of
candidates.

The fifth and sixth dealt with military expenditure.

,, 2The seventh protested against the annexation of
Upper Burma and the proposed incorporation of it
with India.

The eighth ordered the sending of the resolutions
to Political Associations, and they were discussed and
passed all over the country by political bodies and
public meetings, an admirable plan which has fallen
into desuetude ; they were carried with much enthu-
siasm, and here and there amended on minor points,
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while Bapatla objected to the abolition of the India
Council, which it regarded as a check on the Secre-
tary of State, and wanted its power over him made
effective.

The final resolution fixed the next Congress at
Calcutta, on December 28th, 1886.

Of these resolutions, the first has been partially
granted by the Decentralisation and Public Services
Commissions ; the second is still being demanded ;
much of the third was given in the Minto-Morley
reforms ; the prayer of the fourth is still ungranted as
regards simultaneous examinations, but the age of
candidates has been raised; the fifth, sixth and
seventh had no effect. The eighth and ninth were,
of course, carried out.

Mr. G. Subramania Iyer of Madras, the Editor of
The Hindu and one of the boldest and farthest-sighted
of the Madras leaders, moved the first resolution in
an admirable speech, much of which is valid for
to-day. It ran: “That this Congress earnestly approves
of the promised Committee to enquire into the working
of the Indian administration.” He pointed ouat that
in the days of the East India Company, the renewsl,
of its Charter at twenty years’ intervals brought about
a most valuable enquiry into the conditfon of the
country, but that since the Crown had taken it over
in 1858, these had ceased, and the distressing de-
terioration of the condition of the people was going
on unnoticed. Parliament took control in theory, but.
abandoned it in fact—except where English party-
interests were concerned-gand the India Council took
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up the place of the defunct Company, but ruled with-
out enquiry ; he appealed to ¢ the justice and fairness
of the English people,” and asked for an enquiry into
facts. Mr. Pherozeshah Mehta seconded, and re-
'marked that there must not be an enquiry by
“ Anglo-Indians, sitting in judgment on themselves ”.
Mr. Norendranath Sen supported, pointing out that
the enquiry would be a sort of stock-taking as to the
results, after twenty-seven years, of direct Govern-
ment by the Crown. A lively debate ensued, an
amendment being proposed, and the resolution
was finally carried in the amended form. (The
resolutions are printed at the end of the Chapter.)

The second resolution was moved on December
29th by Mr. Chiplonkar, and asked for the abolition
of India’s Old Man of the Sea, the India Council.
He pointed out that India was not governed by the
Crown, but by retired Anglo-Indian officials, looked
on doubtfully by Lord Beaconsfield in 1858. (Those
who care to read the debate over the Government of
India Bill will find what now sound astonishingly
democratic statements, and regrets that the Re-
bellion barely ended made proper representation of
India impossible just then.)

Mr. Ananda Charlu was very caustic in seconding
the resolution, and commented on the oddity of the
“oligarchy of fossilised Indian administrators,”
who were “superannuated for service in India,”
being competent to deal with increased complexity
of problems in England, where the improved climate
could only diminish the rate of decline. The abolition
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of the Council was a primary condition of all
other reforms. Mr. Pherozeshah Mehta also thought
that effete Anglo-Indlans, who would be partial to
their brethren in India, were a very unsatisfactory .
appellate tribunal.

The resolution was carried unanimously and has
been carried at intervals ever since, but in vain.

The third resolution was moved in a very full and
careful speech by the Hon. Mr. K. T. Telang, who
usefully indicated possible electorates for members
of the Legislative Councils, and the Hon. Mr.
S. Subramania Iyer seconded, both by personal
experience as members knowing how * little influence
they possessed in the Councils either for good or for
evil . They could not be “of any great use to the
country ¥, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji cogently said that
they had learnt from “the English people how
Necessary representation is for good Government ’
without it “ what good is it to India to be under the
British sway ? It will be simply another Asiatic
despotism. . . . Weare only British drudges or slaves.”
There was a long debate, and the resolution was
carried unanimously on the following day. It was
partly granted in the Minto-Morley reforms 24 years
later.

The fourth resolution was moved by Mr Dadabhai
Naoroji, and the discussion was remarkable for the
speech of Mr. D. S. White, who wished to stop the
importation of boys from England at great expense,
and to abolish the Civil Service, utilising, both from
England and India, men gf experience and reputation.
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The resolution was carried, and the age limit has
been raised, but the main prayer is not yet granted.
It is pathetic to read the reiterated confidence of
the speakers “in the justice of the English people,”

* and to see that that confidence is still unjustified.”
Mxr. P. Rangiah Naidu, in the next resolution, after
. pointing out that military expenditure had increased
from £11,463,000 in 1857 to £16,975,750 in 1884,
pleaded with the Government to “ change their pres-
ent policy of suspicion and distrust for a generous
and confiding one,” to improve the “ Native Army,”
to accept the offers of the people to enrol as Volun-
teers; then no more European soldiers would be need-
ed. Mr. D. E. Wacha, in seconding, made the first of
many great Congress speeches, an able and exhaustive
review of the military position, cruelly unfair to
India and placing on her most unjust burdens. The
resolution was carried, as was the next, urging that
if military expenditure was not diminished, it should
be met by re-imposition of the import duties, the
abolition of which had robbed poverty-stricken India
to enrich wealthy Lancashire. The debate showed
the thorough knowledge and rare ability of the men
taking part in it, and we hear also their repudiation
of opinions now long familiar through thirty years
of repetition, that educated Indians were disloyal, and
i that English education had awakened dangerous

I aspirations.

The resolution on Burma, and the remaining two
were quickly passed, and the first National Congress
dissolved, leaving a happy and inspiring memory of
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fine work done, and unity demonstrated. Indis had
dund her Voice. India was realising herself as a
Nation. Strange and menacing was the portent in the
eyes of some. Splendid and full of hope in the eyes
of others. The rosy fingers of the Dawn-Maidens
had touched the Indian skies. When would her Syn
of Freedom rise to irradiate the Motherland ?

v

. RESOLUTIONS

1. That this Congress earnestly recommends that the promised
enquiry into the working of Indian Administration, here and in
England, should be entrusted to a Royal Commission, the people of
India being adequately represented thereon, and evidence taken
both in India and in England.

2, That this Congress considers the abolition of the Council of
the Secretary of State for India, as ul present constituted, the
necessary preliminary to all other reforms.

8. That this Congress considers the reform and expansion of the
Supreme and existing Local Legislative Councils by the admission
of a considerable proportion of elccted members (and the creation
of gimilar Councils for the N.W. Provinces and Oudh, and also for
Panjab) ossential ; and holds that all Budgets should be referred to
these Councils for consideration, their members being moreover
empowered to interpellate the Executive in regard to all branches
of the administration ; and that a Standing Comwmittee of the House
of Commons should be constituted to receive and consider any formal
protests that may be recorded by majorities of such Councils against
the exercise by the Executive of the power, which would be vested
in it, of overruling the decision of such.majorities,

4. That in the opinion of this<ongress the competitive examin-
ations now held in England, for first appointments ip various civil
departments of the public service, should, henceforth, fn accordance
with the views of the India Office Committee of “1860, be held
simultaneously one in England and one in India, both being as far
a8 practicable identical in their nature, and those who compete in
both countries being finally classified in one list according to merit,
and that the successful candidates in India should be sent to England
for further study, and subjected there to such further examinations as
may seem needful. Further, that all other first appointments (exclud-
ing peonships, and the like) should be filled by competitive examina-
tions held in India, under coygitions calculated to secure such

2
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intellectual, moral, and physical qualifications as may be decided by
Government to be necessary. Lastly, that the maximum age of
candidates for entrance into the Covenanted Civil Service be
raised to not less than 23 years.

5. That in the opinion of this Congress the proposed increase
in the military expenditure of the empire is unnecessary, and
regard being had to the revenucs of the empire and the existing
circumstances of the country, excessive.

6. That in the opinion of this Congress, if the increased
demands for military expenditure are not to be, as they ought to be,
met by retrenchment, they ought to be met, firstly, by the re-
imposition of the Customs duties; and, secondly by the extension
of the licence-tax to those classes of the community, official and
non-official, at present exewmpted from it, care being taken that in
the case of all classes a sufficiently high taxable minimum be
maintained. And further, that this Congress is of opinion that
Great Britain should extend an imperial guarantee to the Indian
debt.

7. That this Congress deprecates the annexation of Upper-
Burma and considers that if the Government unfortunately decide
on annexation, the entire country of Burma should be separated
from the Indian Viceroyalty and constituted a Crown Colony, as
distinct in all matters from the Government of this country as is
Ceylon.

8. That the resolutions passed by this Congress be communi-
cated to the Political Associations in each province, and that these
Associations be requested with the help of similar bodies and other
agencies within their rospective provinces to adopt such measures
as they may consider calculated to advance the settlement of the
various questions dealt with in these resolutions.

9. That the Indian National Congress re-assemble next year in
Calcutta, and sit on Tuesday, the 28th of December, 1886, and the
next succeeding days. L]



CHAPTER 11

Tre different character of the second Congress as
compared with the first has rightly been emphasised
in the official record. As it points out, the first
Congress was composed of Volunteers, the second
of Delegates, and in those two words lies the essen-
tial difference, and they mark the immense progress
in the country which lay between the two. The
Congress had captured the heart as well as the
brain of India. It is interesting to turn over the
pages containing extracts from -papers published in
all parts of India, and to glance at the reports of
the meetings held for the election of delegates; in
these early days any assogiation of any kind, or any
public meeting, might elect ; there was no organisa-
tion to speak of; only an effort to find out that
which the Nation wished. In this way 500 delegates
were elected, of whom 434 actually registered their
names and credentials as present, and it is thought
that 4 or 5 left without doing so. Variols circulars
were issued suggesting subjects for discussion and
outlining proposals, so that delegates might not come
unprepared—a plan that, unfortunately, fell into
desuetude. The representation of the Provinces is
noteworthy, as showing the amount of interest taken
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in each. The N. W. P. and Oudh head the list—out-
side Bengal—with 74 delegates, marking the enlight-
enment of the great Province which contains
Lucknow, Cawnpur, Agra, Allahabad, Benares,
Bareilly, Meerut, active centres of thought ; Bontbay
and Madras each sent 47. Panjab only 17 ; Central
Provinces and Assam 8 each. Bengul naturally sent
a very large number, 230, but she had 70 millions of
people, while the next, the N. W. P. and Oudh, had
only 44. Reckoned by percentages Bengal had 3-3
per million, and Bombay 2-7.

The delegates began to stream into Calcutta on the
25th, and the first meeting of the Congress was held
on December 28th, in the Town Hall, packed to its
limit of holding ; the famous scholar, Dr. Rajendra-
lala Mittra, welcomed the delegates and the visitors ;
he demanded with no uncertain voice that repre-
sentatives of the people should be elected to the
Legislative Councils :

We live, not under a National Government, but
under a foreign bureaucracy; our foreign rulers are
foreigners by birth, religion, langunage, habits, by every-
thing that divides humanity into different sections. They
cannot possibly dive into our hearts; they cannot
ascertain our wants, our feelings, our aspirations. The
may try their best, and I have no reason to doubt that
many of our Governors have tried hard to ascertain our

feelings and our wants; but owing to their peculiar
position, they have failed to ascertain them.

Then came a striking episode. A very old man,
a great landed proprietor, “blind and trembling
with age,” Jaikishan Mukerji, proposed the Hon. Mr.
. Dadabhai Naoroji as President. In a few words he



THE SECOND CONGRESS 17

explained their wish for such improvements in
administration as should keep pace with the spread
of education and enlightenment, saying that it was
no wonder that their object had drawn distinguished
men “from all parts of the country, when you find
a blind old man like myself of 79 years of age,
bending under the infirmities of age, taking a part
in the deliberations”. Most surely these three men
above—to say nothing of the support of the venerable
Debendranath Tagore—disproved the slander that
the Congress was the work of turbulent youths and
disappointed place-hunters. (

Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, in some preliminary obser-
vations drew attention to the refusal of the Govern-
ment to grant the prayer of the first Congress for a
Royal Commission of enquiry, but noted that they
had agreed to giving a Council to the N. W. P.
He laid stress on the bitter poverty of India, and
urged that it was “ the right as well as the duty of
this Congress to set forth its convictions, both as to
this widespread destitution and the primary steps
needed for its alleviation”. The first meeting was
closed by Babu Jaikishan, who said that the India of
1886 was very different from that of 1835, yet a Free
Press had then been granted to India hysSir Charles
Metcalfe :- “ Standing as I do, one of the few re-
maining links between the Old India of the past and
the New India of to-day, I can scarcely hope to see
or enjoy the fruit of those labours on which this
Congress and the Nation it represents are entering ;
but I am glad to have liged to see this new departure,
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and if an old man’s sympathy and good wishes can
aid or encourage you in the noble work you are
undertaking, I can say from the bottom of my heart
that that sympathy and those good wishes are already
yours.” Thus blessed by the aged, the Congress
took up its work.

The President, in his opening address, made one
often-disputed point admirably clear, and defined the
scope of the Congress. He pointed out that the
Congress was a purely political body, and while he
was himself profoundly alive to the necessity of social
reforms, he held that the Congress should deal only
with political matters, on which Indians were united,
and not with other questions on which they were
necessarily divided, and on which no common action
was therefore possible. Each community had its own
social needs, and those of one were not those of
ancther. But they had common political needs, and
could unite on a common political platform. “A
National Congress must confine itself to questions
in which the entire Nation has a direct participation,
and it must leave the adjustment of social reforms
and other class questions to class Congresses.” The
National Movement, the National Party, as a whole,
has its aspects, religious, educational, social, political,
and the Congress is the organ of that Movement,
that National Party, for political action, and for
political action only. The Congress has steadily
continued on the line thus early laid down.

As it was impossible to carry on business in the
huge Town Hall, the Congress met on the second day
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in the rooms of the British Indian Association. The
first Resolution on the Queen-Empress’ Jubilee was
carried with enthusiasm, and then Mr. D. E. Wacha
moved the second, drawing attention to the “in-
creasing poverty of vast nambers of the population
of India”. He pointed out that the condition of the
ryots had steadily deteriorated since 1848, and that 40
millions of people had only one meal a day, and not
always that. He pointed to the main cause “in the
tribute to Great Britain, exported to fructify there,
and swell still further the unparalleled wealth of
those distant isles, never in any shape to return here
to bless the country from whose soil it was wrung,
or the people, the sweat of whose brows it repre-
sents .  The foreign agency must be minimised,
otherwise poverty could not be relieved. They must
have representative institutions to ensure the reforms
essential to National prosperity. The Hon. Mr.
S. Subramnania Iyer added his testimony from Madras,
saying it was impossible to control “ the extortions
of the revenue authorities”. Several amendments
were proposed—permaneut settlement, wider employ-
ment of Indians, encouragement of indigenous trade,
as palliatives—but all were rejected and the original
resolution carried.

The most remarkable speech on the tlnrd resolu-
tion was that of Malik Bhagavan Das, from Dehra
Ismail Khan, who, speaking in Urdu, said he came
“from a land where men handle the sword more
readily than the pen”; some said that the only
people who wanted chapges were Bengali Babus;
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“Do I look like a Bengali Babu?” he asked,
drawing up his great frame in his frontier dress. All
the more intelligent persons wanted them, he said.
After recounting some special cases of able men in
his own district, he concluded : )

There is not a district, not a town, that does not.
contain many such or better men; and do you suppose
that any of them are greatly pleased with a form of
administration which denies, to ninetv-rine out of every
hundred of them, any career ? or that dny of them fail to
see that representative institutions, and a much larger
employment of Indians in the higher offices of State,
would be important steps towards the opening they want ?
I will not detain you longer. I will only repeat that this
Congress and the objects it aims at have the sympathy
of every thinking man in India, be he educated or un-
educated ; and though the newspapers may misunderstand
the subject, I think the Government knows better, and
as, despite mistakes that it makes, the Government is a
generous Government, I hope, and think too, that, coming
to realise how universal is the feeling, it will yield to our
desire, and concede, if not at once, yet piece by piece, all
we ask for. If I speak plainly it is not that I am opposed
to British rule—far from it; that rule has no more
earnest supporter than myself. But good as it is, there
are many things yet that should be improved, and
amongst them the matters dealt with by this Cpngress.
And while I say: May God prosper British rule in ?r.xdia,
for ever, I alsosay: May He give our rulers wisdom to
understand the reasonableness of onr ‘demands for reform,
and the magnanimity to concede what we ask for.

The resolution was unanimously carried. The rest
of the time was spent in discussing the draft of the
fourth resolution, making many amendments, and
finally, by Resolution VI, appointing a Committee to
consider and report on the Public Service question,
(All the Resolutions will be found on page 29, et seq.)
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On the third day, December 29th, the Congress—
meeting again in the Town Hall—Resolution VIII,
asking for the extension of the jury system was,
after some discussion, carried unanimously; in the
coufse of it, one delegate, Lala Murlidhar, from
the Panjab, said that he came to the Congress
from gaol, released on bail, convicted without
evidence ‘ because I am considered a political agitator,
because I have ., own opinions and speak what I
think without fear,” and the protection of the jury
was necessary agamst such abuses.

Government is always angry, as we know, when
defects in the “ administration of justice ” are pointed
out; but far more harm is done to it by the loud and
prolonged cheers with which this eminently respect-
able assemblage of 1886 greeted this *convicted ”
prisoner out on bail, than by the criticisms which
should lead the Government toamend the matters
complained of.-

This Resolution was completed by No.IX, carried a
little later, urging that the “innovation made in
1872,” which deprived the verdicts of juries of
finality, and “for the first time” gave power to set
aside verdicts of acquittal, “should be at once with-
drawn ”. Some opposed it, on the ground that English-
men were sometimes wrongfully acqultted by juries
of their countrymen, but a large majority, despite
this temporary inconvenience, carried the right
principle. The abuse, however, still continues and
has been terribly used, as in the hands of Sir John
Hewett.
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Resolution X, carried while the preceding one was
being drafted, sought to give accused persons the
right of demanding a committal to Sessions instead of
being tried by Magistrates. It was pointed out that
first-class Magistrates, * often quite young and iuex-
perienced,” could give a sentence of two years’
imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,000, and that
if the Government desired “to maintain the character
of their Courts for justice,” they must give the
option of a trial at Sessions. Complaint was made
that some of the Magistrates were “devoid of that
conscientiousness that in former days was the charac-
teristic of British officers”. The truth is that the
Courts do justice in ordinary cases as between Indian
and Indian, but, since political agitation has arisen,
British officials, like those of every autocracy, have a
bias against every one who advocates political changes,
and such men—as in the case of Lala Murlidhar—are
discriminated against, counsciously or unconsciously ;
hence, as Mr. T. Chidambara Rao pointed out, and
as all of us know, our liberties remain at the mercy of
magistrates “often far from competent, from a legal
point of view, to exercise such great powers”. The
next Resolution, still legal, demanded the separation
of judicial and executive functions.

Then came a Resolution (XII) of vital importance,
where Indian foresight far outstripped British—a
Resolution appealing to Government to sanction
volunteering, so that Indians might be able to support
them in any crisis. It was moved by Raja Rampal
Singh in a most remarkable speech, a speech which
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showed that in him, at least, the old martial spirit was
not dead. He began by saying that the loyal and
conciliatory spirit of the Congress should protect them
from blame when they spoke on a matter on which
they were “ distinctly at variance with Government .
The whole country had petitioned Government on the
matter and had been refused, “ not over-graciously ”;
none the less must they press it, as ‘“the highest
interests of Great Britain as well as India” were
concerned :

We are deeply grateful to Government for all the
good that it has done us, but we cannot be grateful
to it when it is, no matter with what best of intentions,
doing us a terrible and irreparable injury. . . .. .. We
cannot be grateful to it for degrading our natures, for
systematically crushing out of us all martial spirit, for
converting a race of soldiers and heroes into a timid flock
of quill-driving sheep. Thank God, things have not yet
gone quite so far as this. There are some of us yet,
everywhere, who would be willing to draw sword, and if
needful lay down our lives, for hearth and homes, aye and
for the support and maintenance of that Government to
which we owe so much. But this is what we are coming
to....and when we once come to that, then I think that,
despite the glories of the Pax Britannica, despite the:
noble intentions of Great Britain, despite all the good she
may have done or tried to do us, the balance will be
against her, and India will have to regret rather than
rejoice that she has ever had anything go do with
England. ‘

This may be strong language, but it is the truth;
nothing can ever make amends to a Nation for the destruc-
tion o% ~its National spirit, and of the capacity to defend
itself and the soil from which it springs.

Nor is it only we who shall have to regret and suffer
for the mistaken policy that*our Government is unhappily
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pursuing in this matter. Look where you will around you
in the world, and you will see gigantic armies and
armaments. There is trouble in store for the whole
civilised world, and sooner or later a tremendous military
struggle will commence, in which, assuredly, before it
terminates, Great Britain will be involved. Great Britain
with all her wealth cannot put one hundred men into the
field for every thousand that several Continental Powers
can. England herself is isolated, and by her insular
position to a certain extent protected, but no friendly sea
rolls between Europe and Asia, the landward path to
India is kvown and open; India is not isolated, and it
will be India, on whose possession balf Great Britain’s
wealth and status depends, that will be the scene of any
serious attack by any Continental Powers on Great
Britain.

Then will England regret that, instead of having
millions of brave Indians trained to arms to fling back
invaders, she has only her scanty legions to oppose to
them, and from her timid subjects can only look at most
for good wishes—good wishes, truly good things in their
way, but poor bulwarks against Berdan rifles and steel
ordnance.

But on our own account we deprecate the existing
policy. High and low we are losing all knowledge of the
use of arms, and with this that spirit of self-reliance
which enables a man to dare, which makes men brave,
which makes them worthy of the naume of men. When I
was only five years of age my grandfather made me begin
to learn all physical exercises in vogue amongst us, and I
was trained to the use of all arms and in all martial
exercises. But what man now sends his son for such
training ? What young man nowadays knows anything
of these things ? Fifty years ago, without desiring war-
fare, every young man’s heart glowed within him at the
thought of some day showing his prowess in a fair field.
Now most young men would, I fear, contemplate any such
{fossible contingency with very, let me say, mixed feelings.
If men are to be fit for soldiers, fit to fight to any purpose
when the time of trial comes, and come it must for every
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country, then they must be trained in the use of arms,
they must from their childhood see their parents, their
elders, using arms and participating in those martial
exercises which only 35 years ago, in Oudh at least, were
part of every gentleman’s occupation.

And there is another very important point—India is
practically being impoverished, to a great extent,
by the enormous expense of her standing army.
Sooner or later the crushing weight of this (for
her resources) enormous expenditure will break down
either the country or the Government. Now by a judi-
cious encouragement of Indian Volunteers, it would be
possible to reduce very greatly this military expenditure,
and yet leave the country far stronger for defensive
purposes than it now is.

But I might go on for hours. I might dwell on the
fact that in the way the Arms Act is now worked in many
localities, the people, their herds, their crops, are wholly
at the mercy of wild beasts. 1 might dwell on the insult,
the injustice, the violation of the most sacred and solemn
pledges by England to India, that are involved in the
rules that permit Indian Christians, but do not permit
Indian Hindus or Muhammadans, to volunteer. But I
have said enough, and indeed being, as we are, all of one
mind, too much already I fear on this subject, in which I
am deeply interested. 1 will only now add that we do not
ask Government to put arms blindly into all men’s hands,
but only to permit under such rules and restrictions as it
sees fit, the better and more educated classes of its loyal
Indian subjects to qualify themselves to defend, when
occagion may require, their homes, their couptry and their
Government. i

Needless to say that the resolution was carried, and
yet, 29 years later, the Arms Act is still on the Statute
Book, and only Indian Christians are permitted to
volunteer. None the less, the feelings expressed so
passionately by Raja Rampal Singh throb as passion-
ately in the hearts of all #ndian gentlemen to-day.
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The fourth and last day of the Congress dealt with
the all-important subject of representative institu-
tions. Mr. Surendranath Bannerji brought up the
Report of the Committee appointed to consider the
Public Service Question, and it was unanimously
approved by Resolution VII. He then moved Re-
solution IV, and the tentative suggestions embodied
in it, urging :

Self-Government is the ordering of nature, the will
of Divine Providence. Every Nation must be the arbiter
of its own destinies-—such is the omnipotent fiat inscribed
by Nature with her own hands and in her own eternal
book. But do we govern ourselves ? The answer is no.
Are we then living in an unnatural state? Yes, in the
same state in which the patient lives under the ministra-
tions of the physician. We are passing through a period
of probation and a period of trial under the auspices of
one of the most freedom-loving Nations in the world. And
we claim that the period of probation may now fairly
terminate, that the leading-strings may be taken off, and
the child, having emerged into the dawn of mature man-
hood, may at any rate be partially entrusted with the
management of his own affairs. If it were otherwise, the
circumstance would imply the gravest slur upon the
character of British rule in India ; for it would mean that
after more than a century of British rule and of English
education, we are still unfit to appreciate the principles
and to practise the art of Self-Government. But I have
no fears on this score. In our own Province, local self-
government has been remarkably successful. We have it
on the highest authority ; for no less a personage than
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has declared that in
Bengal local self-government has on the whole been a
success; and I am quite sure similar testimony would be
forthcoming in reference to the other Provinces of India.
It would indeed be a marvel if it were otherwise. Our
Panchayat system is as old as the hills and is graven on
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the hearts and the instincts of the people. Self-Govern-
ment is therefore nothing new to the habits or the ways
of thought of the people of India. ’

The motion was seconded by Mr. N. G. Chandavar-
kar*in a powerful speech, in which he showed, by
quotations, that the great KEnglishmen who had
ruled in India had contemplated Self-Government.
Other speeches followed—they all deserve reading,
so good were they—and then came Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya, making his maiden speech in the
Congress, and fairly carrying his audience away with
the eloquence which has ever since been at India’s
service. One quotation we must have :

It is not io the great British Government that we
need demonstrate the utility, the expediency, the neces-
sity of this great reform. 1t might have been necessary
to support our petition for this boon with such a demon-
stration, were we governed by some despotic monarch,
jealous of the duties, but ignorant and careless of the
rights of subjects ; but it is surely unnecessary to say one
word in support of such a cause to the British Govern-
ment or the British Nation—to the descendants of those
brave and great men who fought and died to obtain for
themselves and preserve intact for their children those
very institutions which, taught by their example, we now
crave, who spent their whole lives and shed their hearts’
blood so freely in maintaining and developing this
cherished principle. i

What is an Englishman without representative
ingtitutions ? Why, not an Englishman at all, a mere
sham, a base imitation, and I often wonder as I look
round at our nominally English magnates, how they have
the face to call themselves Englishmen and yet deny us
representative institutions, and struggle to maintain
despotic ones. Representatjve institutions are as much a
part of the true Briton as his language and his literature.
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Will any one tell me that Great Britain will, in cold
blood, deny us, her free-born subjects, the first of these,
when, by the gift of the latter, she has qualified us to
appreciate and incited us to desire it ?

No taxation without representation. That is the Yirst
commandment in the Englishman’s Political Bible ; how
can he palter with his conscience and tax us here, his
free and educated fellow-subjects, as if we were dumb
sheep or cattle? But we are not dumb any longer.
India has found a voice at last in this great Congress,
and in it, and through it, we call on England to be true
to her traditions, her instincts, and herself, and grant us
our rights as free-born British citizens.

The resolution was, of course, carried unanimously.

Resolution V was next brought on, as helping to
give effect to the all-important Resolution IV, and
was quickly carried.

Resolutions XV, XIII, XIV were then passed in the
order given, to send the resolutions to the Viceroy, to
be forwarded by him to the Queen-Empress and the
Secretary of State; to establish Standing Congress-
Committees; and to hold the next Congress in
Madras. This memorable sitting then closed with a
vote of thanks to the President.

The Statesman (Calcutta) had a remarkable article
on the Congress, saying that the Congress was
composed of “ men to whom we can point with pride,
as the outcome of a century of our rule”. The
London TWmes, on the other hand, burst into violent
invective, declaring that the Congress—our readers
can judge of the truth of the statement—was
“ merely an affair of discontented place-seekers—men
of straw, with little or no stake in the country. . . .
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persons of considerable imitative powers. .. of
total ignorance of the real problems of Government
. . . delegates from all these talking clubs . ..
might become a serious danger to public tranquillity .
Virulent rubbish, which did its mischievous work in
Great Britain.

The Viceroy, Lord Dufferin, received some of the
members, not as delegates but as “distinguished
visitors to the capital”! He also invited them to a
garden party, carefully explaining that he did not ask
them as representatives. Unconsciously humorous
was His Excellency. But he doubtless meant well. In
any case, the representative character of the Congress
was recognised by India, if not by this amiable
gentleman.

RESOLUTIONS

1. That this Congress of Delegates from all parts of India do
humbly offer its dutiful and loyal congratulations to Her Most
Gracious Majesty, the Queen Empress, on the approaching
completion of the first half century of her memorable, beneficent
and glorious reign, and heartily wish her many, many more, and
happy, years of rule over the great British Empire.

Representation

IL. That this Congress regards with the deepest sympathy, and
views with grave apprehension, the increasing poverty of vast
numbers of the population of India, and (although dware that the
Government is not overlooking this matter and is contemplating
certain palliatives) desires to record its fixed conviction that the
introduction of Representative Institutions will prove one of the
most important practical steps towards the amelioration of the
condition-of the people.

III. That this Congress do, emphatically, reaffirm the 3rd
Resolution of the Congress of 1885, and distinctly declare its belief
that the reform and expansion of the Council of the Governor-
General for making Laws and aftthe Provincial Legislative Councils
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therein snggested, have now become essential alike in the interest,
of India and England.

IV. That this Congress is of opinion that in giving practical
effect to this essential reform, regard shonld be had (subject to such
modifications as, on a more detailed cxamination of the question,
may commend themselves to the Government) to the principles
embodied in the following tentative suggestions:

(1) The number of persons composing the Legislative
Councils, both Provincial and of the Governor-General, to be
materially increagsed. Not less than one-half the Members of such
enlarged Councils to be elected. Not more thun one-fourth to be
officials having seats er-officio in such Councils, and not more than
one-fourth to be Members, official or non-official, nominated by
Government.

(2) The right to elect members to the Provincial Councils
to be conferred only on thoso classes and members of the
community, prima facie, capable of exercising it wisely and
independently. In Bengal and Bombay the Councillors may be
elected by the mombers of Municipalities, District Boards, Chambers
of Commerce and the Universities, or an electorate may be con-
stituted of all persons possessing such qualifications, educational
and pocuniary, as may be deemed nocessary. In Madras, the
Councillors may be elected either by District Boards, Municipalitics,
Chambers of Commerce and the University, or by Electoral colleges
composed of members partly elected by these bodies and parlly
nominated by Government. In the North-West Provinces and
Oudh and in the Panjab, Councillors may be elected by an Electoral
College composed of members elected by Municipal and District
Boards and nominated, to an extent not exceeding one-sixth of the
total number, by Government, it being understood that the same
elective system now in force where Municipal Boards are concerned
will be applied to District Boards, and the right of clecting members
to these latter extended to the cultivating class. But whatover
system be adopted (and the details must be worked ont separately
for each province) care must be taken that all sections of the
community, and all great interests, are adequately represonted.

(8) The elected Members of the Council of the Gevernor-
General for making Laws, to be elected by the elected Members of
the several Provincial Councils.

(4) No elected or nominated Member of any Council, to
receive any salary or remuneration in virtue of such membership
but any such Member, already in receipt of any Government salary
or allowance, to continue to draw the same unchanged during
membership, and all Members to be entitled to be reimbursed

-any expenses incurred in travelling in connection with their
nrembership. :



THE SECOND CONGRESS 31

(5) All persons, resident in India, to be eligible for seats
in Council, whether as electees or nominees, without distinction of
race, creed, caste or colour.

(6) All legislative measures and all financial questions,
including all budgets, whether these involve new or enhanced
taxation or not, to be necessarily submitted to and dealt with by
these Councils. In the case of all other branches of the administra-
tion, any Member to be at liberty, after due notice, to put any
question he sees fit to the er-officic Members (or such one of
these as may be specially charged with the supervision of the
particular branch concerned) and to be eutitled (except as
hereinafter provided) to receive a reply to his question, together
with copies of any papers requisite for the thorough comprehension
of the subject, and on this reply the Council to be at liberty to
consider and discuss the question and record thereon such resolution
as may appear fitting to the majority. Provided that, if the sub-
ject in regard to which the enquiry is made involves matters of
Foreign policy, Military dispositions or strategy, or is otherwise of
such a nature that, in the opinion of the Executive, the public
intcrests would be materially imperilled by the communication of
the information asked for, it shall be competent for them to instruct
the er-officic Members, or one of them, to reply accordingly, and
decline to furnish the information asked for.

(7) The Executive Government shall possess the power of
overruling the decision arrived at by the majority of the Council,
in every case in which, inits opinion, the public interests would
suffer by the acceptance of such decision ; but whenever this power
is exercised, a full exposition of the grounds on which this has been
considered necessary, shall be published within one month, and in
the case of local Governments they shall report the circumstances
and explain their action to the Government of India, and in the
case of this latter, it shall report and explain to the Secretary of
State ; and in any such case on a representation made through the

" Government of India and the Secretary of State by the overruled
majority, it shall be competent to the Standing Committee of the
House of Commons (recommended in the 8rd Resolution of last
year’s Congress which this present Congress has affirmed) to con-
sider the matter, and call for any and all papers or information, and
hear any persons on behalf of such majority or otherwise, and
thereafter, if needful, report thereon to the full House.

V. That this Congress do invite all Public Bodies and all
Associations throughout the Country, humbly and earnestly, to
entreat His Excellency the Viceroy to obtain the sanction of Her
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India to the appointment of a
Commission, to enquire exhaustively into the best method of intro-
ducing such a tentative form of Representative Imstitutions into
India, as has been indicated in Resolutions III of the past, and IV
of the present year's Congress, :
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Public Service

VI. That a Committee composed of the gentlemen named in
the margin be appointed to consider the Public S8ervice Question
and report thereon to this Congress,

Hon. Dadabhai Naoroji (Bombay). °
» 8. Subramania Iyer (Madras).
» Peary Mohan Mukerji (Calcutta).
Mr. G. Subramania [yer (Madras).
Babu Motilal Ghose (Calcutta).
,, Surendra Nath Bannerji (Calcutta).
» Gangaprasad Varma (Lucknow).
» Ramkali Chaudhuri (Benares).
» Guru Prasad Sen (Patna).
Pandit Prannath (Lucknow).
Munshi Kashiprasad (Allahabad).
Nuwab BRezd Ali Khan (Lucknow).
Mr. Hamid Ali (Lucknow).
Lala Kanyalal (Amritsar).
Rao Sahab Gangadhar Rao Madhaw Chitnavis (Nagpur).
Mr. Rahimtulla M. Sayani (Bombay).

VII. That this Congress approves and adopts the report sub-
mitted by the Committee appointed by Resolution VI.

REPORT

We, the Members of the Committee appointed by the Con-
gress to submit a statement in connection with the Public Service
question, have the honour to report that the following resolutions
were unanimously adopted by us at a meeting held yesterday :

1. That the open Competitive Examination be held simul-
taneously both in India and in England.

2. That the simaltaneous examinations thus held be equally
open to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects.

8. That the classified list be prepared according to merit.

4. That the Congress express the hope that the Civil Service
Commissioners will give fair considerativn to S8amskrit and Arabic
among the subjects of examination,

5. That the age of candidates eligible for admission to the
open Competitive Examination be not less than 19, or, as recom-
mended by Sir C, Aitchison, more than 23 years,

6. .That simultaneous examinations being granted, the
Statutory Civil Service be closed for first appointments.



\ THE SECOND CONGRESS 33

| .

7. That the appointments in the Btatutory Civil Serwice,
under the existing rules, be still left open to the Members of the
Un“covena.nted Service and to professional men of proved merit and
ability.

8. That all appointments requiring educational qualifications,
other’ than covenanted first appoirtments, be filled by Competitive
Examinations held in the different Provinces, and open in each
Province to such natural-born subjects of H.M. only as are residents
thereof.

These Resolutions it is hoped, cover the main principles which
underlie the questions set by*the Public Service Commission. For
a more detailed consideration there was no time.

(Sd). DapaBHAI NaoroJI,
30th December, 1886 President of the Committee

Legdal

VIII. That, in the opinion of this Congress, the time has now
arrived when the system of trial by jury may be safely extended
into many parts of the Country whers it is not at present in force.

IX. That, in the opinion of this Congress, the innovation made
in 1872 in the system of trial by jury, depriving the verdicts of
juries of all finality, has proved injurious to the Country, and that
the powers then, for the first time, vested in Sessions Judges and
High Courts, of setting aside verdicts of acquittal, should be at once
withdrawn.

X. That, in the opinion of this Congress, a provision, similar to
that contained in the Summary Jurisdiction Act of England (under
which accused persons in serious cases have the option of demand-
ing & committal to the Sessions Court), should be introduced into
the Indian Code of Criminal Procedure, enabling actused persons,
in warrant cases, to demand that, instead of being tried by the
Magistrate, they be committed to the Court of Sessions.

XI. That this Congress do place on record an expression of the
universal” conviction, that a complete separation of executive and
judicial funotions (such that in no case the two functions shall be
combined in the same officer) has become an urgent necessity, and
that, in its opiniomn, it behoves the Government to effect this separa-
tion without further delay, gven though this should, in some
Provinces, involve some extra expenditure.
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Yolunteering

XII. That in view of the unsettled state of public affairsin
Europe, and the immense assistance that the people of this country,
if duly prepared therefor, is capable of rendering to Great Britain
in the event of any serious complications arising, this Congress do
earnestly appeal to the Government to authorise (under such rules
and restrictions as may to it seem fitting) a system of Volunteering
for the Indian inhabitants of the country, such as may qualify them
to support the Government, effectively, in any crisis.

Organisation

X11I. That Standing Congress-Committees be constituted at
all important centres.

X1V. That the Third Indian National Congress ussemble at
Madras on the 27th of December 1887.

XV. That copies of these Resolutions be forwarded to His
Excellency the Viceroy in Council, with the humble requests, that
he will cause the Ist Resolution to be submitted in due course to
Her Majesty the Queen Empress, that he will cause all the Resolu-

. tions to be laid before Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,
and that he himself will be graciously pleased, in consultation with
his colleaguek, to accord them his best consideration.

(8d.) Dapasual NaoroJ,
President of the Second Indian Nationul Congress



CHAPTER 111

TaE spirit of the third National Congress is shown
by the heading of the officiaf Report, taken from
the speech of Raja Sir T. Madhava Rao, K. C. 8. 1,,
the Chairman of the Reception Committee, who,
speaking of the Congress, declared that it was
“the soundest triumph- of British Administration,
and a Crown of Glory to the British Nation ”. The
words recall those of Macaulay, when he said that
the noblest monument of British Rule in India would
be the establishment of Britain’s free institutions in
the land.

The third Congress met at Madras in December,
1887. As early as May 1st, 1887, a strong Recep-
tion Committee of some 120 members was formed,
with Raja Sir T. Madhava Rao as Chairman, and
embracing Hindus of all castes, Muhammadans,
Indian Christians and Eurasians, a thoroughly re-
presentative body. Hvery town of over 10,000 in-
habitants was asked to form a sub-committee, and
a vigorous political propaganda was carried on,
30,000 eopies of a Tamil Congress Catechism, by Mr,
Viraraghavachariar, being dis