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PREFACE

"Then felt | like some watcher of the sky

When a new planet swims into his ken'

John Keats thus described his joy on first looking into Chpman's Homer. | had a
similar feeling when by chance | came across a few wornout scripts in Tamil
language in my village house. They were brittle yellowise brown paper - manuscripts
partly moth-eaten and partly destroyed by silver-fish (LAPISMA), a tiny insect that
drills holes in papers. At once | rescued and resurrected them from oblivion and
planned to give them when to the Tamil speaking world. The timely help of
Thirumalai -Thiruppathi Devasthanam's financial help was in fact a blessing in guise.
It encouraged and induced me to publish a good and devotional hymn book to sing in
praise the glory of Sri Mahara Nedumkuzaikathar of the celebrated Vishnavite Pilgrim

Center Thenthiruperai in Tamil Nadu. The outcome is this Onthology 'Kuzhaikather



Prabandha Thirattu'. May the Lord of the Seven Hills guide and guard me in this

divine attempt.

This present verse collection is a rare and rich compilation of devotional hymns in
the form of minor Prabandhams. Some of them like 'Kuzaikathar Kalampagam' '
Sobanam’, 'Kirthanas', 'Santhada pathu' and "Thirupani Malai' are not yet published.
Other works like the decade of 'Nammalvar', 'Thenthiruperai Pasuram' is added as it
forms Part and Parcel of the life of the inhabitants of Thenthiruperai. A number of
lyrics are compiled lest they should be forgotten. Both 'Kuzhaikathar Pillai Tamil', and
'Kuzhaikathar Kalambagam' are directly copied from old manuscripts with stress and
strain where the author's names were not found. Though 'Kuzhaikathar Pillai - Tamil'
has been printed once it is not popular in the home town. But here it is added. Each
and every prabandham is preceded by a foreword and succeeded by a glossary. The
foreword in Tamil introduces the literary work. There is a general introduction in
regional language about this anthology. A brief account of the tiny village of

Thenthiruparai and the deity there will be a valuable guide to the readers.

An introduction from Sri. Pattar-Piran Ramanuja Swami, the present Jeer of
Vanamamalai Mutt adorns this collection at the outset. It is being followed by an
introductory message from Thiru T.V. Makara Bhushanam, the retired assistant
collector of customs; well-versed in Tamil,English and Sanskrit. His love for

Vaishnavism is enffable.

The aim in compiling this authology is to put into print the varied literary blossoms
with religious aroma and to weave them into a garland of Poesy. This humble literary
attempt has been dedicated to the memory of my beloved paternal uncle, Sri.P. Sri
Acharya, the veteran Tamil Scholar. A learned man like him needs no introduction to
the students of Tamil literature. His was a life devoted to the studies and research in
Kamba Ramayanam and Vaishnavite Literature. His magnum opus Sri. RAMANUJA'
won him the Sahitya Academy Award. He was the author of the celbrated serial
Chithira Ramayana (awaiting publication). His 'Chithira Thiruppavai' has already been

published by the T.T. Devasthanam. He has hundred of books and essays written in



Tamil to his credit. Hence it is my bounden duty to dedicate this anthology to him

from whom | inherited the love and taste for my mother tongue.

There are 96 kinds of minor literary poetic compositions according to Tamil
tradition. More and more are added to them. The folk-song motif is the striking theme
in them. One of the most popular forms of these prabandhams is 'Kalampagam'. It
means a godevil of flowers of many hues. Learned people as the custodiens of
literary traditions have no sympathy for folk-songs. But sometimes the folk-motif
enters into the main literary stream. It also rejuvenates and enriches it into a minor
literature or Prabandham. Poetry and folk songs are fused together and set in
harmony in Kalambagam. Generally Kalampagam is a minor prabandham consisting
of 100 Poems composed with the 18 parts of Kalampagam. Slowly this number of
metrical devices increased from 18. But the style remains simple and appealing.
Even today it retains its youthful charm and vigour. As per tradition Kalampagams
are written to sing in praise of the deity of a temple such as Anzhahar Kalampagam
or the place where the temple is situated such as 'Thiruvengada Kalampagam'.
Sometimes they are sung in honour of a sing or a spiritual guru. But none of these

rises to the height of 'Nandi-Kalampagam'.

This tiny village of Thenthiruperai has the unique honour of having two
Kalampagams to its credit. One is 'Thiruperai Kalampagam' already published by its
author, Sri. Anantha Krisha lyengar and the other is 'Kuzhaikadhar Kalampagam'
which is now being published for the first time. It appears to be an anonymous work.
But its poetic merit speaks volumes about the unknown and unheard author. In brief
it is a beautiful literary poetic price 'Kuzhaikadar Kalampagam' is a wonderful
collection of 100 poems. It commences with 'Kappidal' or 'the song of Protection'. The
Kappu Poem is followed by a Poem of worship to Nammalvar addressing his spiritual
guru, Nammalvar as Parankusan the author makes an appeal to him. He wants his
religion's leader to control other religions first as the elephant is controlled by the
spear known as 'Ankusam'. The poet requests the reader to put up with him for what
he lisped in verse may have flaw. Yet he has tested his poetic skill by making many
to listen to his composition. The humility of the poet is obvious. The varied metrical

devices and patterns reveal his poetic genius. His simple style flows fluently like the



meanderings of the perennial river Thamirabarani. It is a pity that many a scholar of
the past missed this noble piece of literature with its divine message to have faith in

God and translate this faith however limited with constructive actions.

'Kuzhaikadhar Pillai Tamil' occupies the second place in this edition. It has been
taken down from an old worn out manuscript. This rich piece of literature is little
known to villagers. It is said to have been published once from Dr. U.V.S.'s
manuscript library. It has been added here to make it popular among the devotees of
Kuzhaikadhar. 'Pillai - Tamil' is another popular type of literature. It is believed to be
the first and foremost of the varied types of minor literature. Its seed is embedded in
Tolkappiyam. But the real father of this kind of poetry is the great Vaishnava saint
Perialvar. The poet describes Krishna's nativity making Thirukkottiyur in Tamil Nadu

as the birth place of Krishna.

Generally 'Pillai Tamil' is a graphic account of the childhood games and sports of
the poetic hero in verse. It is in praise of the childhood in all its varying stages. The
rapid growth and development of the child with its pranks and mischiefs are well
brought-out as beautiful pen-pictures. In fact 'Pillai Tamil' is a lovely piece of poetic
art making the reader become one with the child. The innocence, the gaiety and the
sportive spirit of the infant enchants one and all. 'Pillai Tamil' starts singing of the
child from its third month to twenty-first month. The hero of the poem is either God or
King. Imagining the hero as a child, the poet sings of the ten stages of its growth with
ten songs for a stage sung on every alternate month from the third to the twenty-first
month. 'Kuzhaikadhar Pillai - Tamil' is no exception to this. It sings in praise of Lord

Kuzhaikadhar in His infancy.

The first stage of Kuzhaikadhar 'Pillai Tamil' offers prayer for the welfare of the
child in 14 poems seeking the blessings of Saraswathi, the Goddess of Learning, Sri.
Ramanuja, the spiritual guru of Vaishnavites and all the twelve Alvars. This section is
known as 'Kappu' or 'the song of Protection'. The rest of the poem shows the
beautiful and captivating gestures of the various games of the child. The to and from
wavy movements of the child are quite picturesque. Lulllaby follows. The mother lulls

the child to sleep by her melodious songs. The next few stages really enchant us.



The Song of clapping hands and the song of kisses thrill us. In the welcome song the
mother cheers up the tiny toddler to catch-hold of her to move forward. Next is the
song of the Moon. Here we find the mother making a plea to the moon to come down
to appease the crying child. All these songs are common to both the sexes. If it is a
female child, the last stages are the songs of swing, bath and ammanai. As the child
is a male one here, these are in addition the songs of destroying playfully the sand
castles built by the female children, the song of beating the kettle drum and finally the
song of pulling the toy- cart playfully. the spontaneous outpourings of the mother
about her child's naughty games andmis- chievous tricks, capture our heart, mind
and soul. The poet takes us from the world of the child to that of a divine one. The
language describing these divine activities rises naturally to a grand and majestic
tenor. In such a mood the poetry becomes genuine and sincere elevating us to a

nobler plane. The words of Reed seem to endorse this view for he says:

The experience of Poetry is in the art of creation; the experience is the poetry and
is wholly a mental units. In the unconscious mind it may strike root: from that hidden

source it may send up a shoot, strike with the conscious brain unasked'.

Kuzhaikadhar Pillai Tamil is followed by 'Kuzhai kadhar Sobanam'. It is a piece of
folk-lore taken down directly from the oral literature of the women-folk of
Thenthiruperai. It is like a ballad poem with the two striking themes of the love and
courage of Kuzhaikadhar. Then comes the collection of the simple but effective 13
poems entitled 'Santhana Pathu'. It is quite popular among the inhabitants of this
village as an elixir for the childless couples. A sincere and pious recital of this piece
has been rewarding to issueless couples as born in testimony to the people of
Thenthiruperai. This oral piece in verse is being published for the first time.
'‘Santhana* Pathu' is followed by a variety of songs like 'Kirthanas'. These lyrics are

short and sweet and can be set to music.

A number of miscellaneous rural songs are also compiled here. The celebrated 11
pasurams of Nammalvar known as 'Thenthiruperai Pathigam' precede this collection
of minor poems. Most of them are part and parcel of the daily rituals of worship in

Kuzhaikadhar temple and also in the sweet homes of these villagers. A fairly good



collection of various metrical pieces on the verge of being forgotten after their first
publication are collected and compiled in this anthology. Some of them are prison-
poems. Once many of the people from Thenthiruperai were arrested and imprisoned
in Tirunelveli Town which part is even today remembered as Prison Street. (KAVAL
PURAI THERU). The reason was non-payment of taxes due to the failure of
monsoon. Their chief grief was not for leaving behind their kith and kin but because
of their inability to worship their Lord Kuzhaikadhar every day and to proceed to the
neighbouring village Alwar Thirunagari to offer their obeisance to Nammalvar Die-
hards. As they were deprived of this divine opportunity, their sorrow and sadness
burst out. Their outpourings in verse are reprinted here. The most prominent of these
compositions is 'Kuzhaikadhar Pamalai', a poetic garland of 103 Poems by Narayana
Dishadhar. It was published byDr. U. V. Swaminatha lyer as 'Poem of the Prison'
(Chirai Thantha Chenkuyil) with a valuable introduction. Already it has been
published by me separately as a hymn-book for daily worship. Some of the
remarkable single pieces in metre added here were written by my grand - father Sri.
Anantha Krishna lyengar, a native of this village. An anonymous interrogative poem
in 4 lines decorates the front wall of the first Mantapam of Kuzaikadhar temple. The
poet wonders if there is anything equal to the eternal, never fading red-lotus face of
Lord Kuzhaikadhar addressed as Vadatha Chenthamarai. The poet poses the
problem to the Sun - god for He has visited all the planets of the universe. This
enigmatic poem is also noted down in this edition. A mural poem presented in the
form of the temple-car adorning the front part of the temple is also recorded here in
its pictorial form 'Radha Banthanam'. The design or the verse is known as 'Chakra

Banda (and anybody deciphred it used to get a reward in those days of yore).

The contribution was made by my paternal grand-father, Kavi Pitchu lyengar. The

present Anthology is concluded with a song of blessing called Mangalam.

In the days of my childhood my house used to rumble with the pasurams of Alars.
The lively literary debates and discussions of my paternal circle with its pals left a
deep impact on me. The musical recital of the gymns of 'Nalayira Divya Prabandam'
in the Vaishnavite temples and in our sweet homes strengthened my mind, heart and

soul. It often haunted me like a passion and kindled my religious fervour. Already |



had been born and brought upin a literary atmosphere surcharged with the singing of
these poetic compositions. No doubt God is present in several forms with different
names. In the name of Swami Makara Nedumkuzhaikadhar | got the inspiration of
undertaking this divine work and in the form of the Lord of Thiruvenkadam | received
the financial assistance to complete it. In honour of Lord Kuzhaikadhar the minor
works and sundry poems on Him are collected and compiled as a living monument to

posterity that will not willingly let it die.

May the Lord guide and guard us all.
A. Padmaja Anantharaman.

Printed by: Sri. Ratham Press, Tin. - 6

THENTHIRUPERAI SRI SWAMI MAKARA NEDUN KUZHAIKATHAR

Thenthiruperai, situated on the trunk road connecting Tirunelveli and Tiruchendur
in Tamil Nadu is a small village lying on the banks of river Tambirabarani (also known
as porunai). The village has traditionally nurtured Tamil literature with religious

fervour.

Thenthiruperai is one of the 108 vaishnavite pilgrim centres and also forms part of
the Nava Thirupathy of South Tamil Nadu. The name ' Thenthiruperai' is derived from

'Per Aiel' which in Tamil connotes the lofty and majestic castles and forts.

Nammalwar, the mystic saint has immortalised the village with his 'MANGALA
SASANAM' (10 Tamil verses in "Thiruvaimozhi", one of the four parts of "Nalayra
Divya Prabantham"). These poems describe Nammalwar's passionate love for the

Lord of Thenthiruperai in the Nayaki - Nayaka bhava, endeared as Parankusa Nayaki.

Makara Nedunkuzhaikathar is the presiding deity. The Lord's name might have
been a Tamil rendering of the original Sanskrit version "Makarayutha karna pasan" or
simply Makara Bhushanam. The legend goes that on a full moon day in the month of
Panguni under the star 'UTHIRAM', Neela Devi (Mother Earth) who was doing
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penance on the banks of the river found a pair of glittering fish-like ear rings (Makara).
Devi felt that they would well-adorn the long and big ears of her Lord, her lover, Mukil
Vannan, the cloud-hued. The Lord appeared before her and made her happy by
wearing them. Hence the name Makara Nedunkuzhaikathar. The place where the
ear-studs were found is known as "Kudupunalthurai". It is believed that the long and
beautiful ears of the Lord of Thenthiruperai relish the vedic recitation, festive sound,
and the yell of the merry-making children. This is the reason why the "Garuda
Sannathi" is not situated in front of the Lord but situated at some distance which is a

peculiar feature not seen in any other Vaishnavite temple.

The present resident community owe their origin to a holy ancestry which
specialised a branch of Sama vedha, known as Jaimini Sama vedha. The swara
recitation is unique to Thalavakara Jaimini Sama vedha. Thalavaikara was the chief
disciple of Rishi Jaimini. Kenoupanishad is also known as Thalavakara upanishad.
Presently there is only one patasala at Thogur in Tanjore District offering Jaimini

saka of samaveda.

Madurakaviyar the celebrated hagiographer of Nammalvar is believed to be the
ancestor of the residents. The village had been made holy and divine by the visit to
Sri Ramanuja. Thenthiruperai is also the birth place of many reputed poets, scholars,
and freedom-fighters. It possesses a number of literary compositions like
"Kuzhaikathar Pillai Tamil", "KUZHAIKATHAR KALAMBAKAM" and "SANTHANA
PATHU". The pamalai, garland of 100 verses on Kuzhaikathar written in sweet and

simple Tamil is being recited by all everyday.

May Lord MAKARA NEDUN KUZHAIKATHAR Bless All.
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