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"Both from the national as well as human stand point, it has become
essential that we think of the principles of Bharatiya Culture."

- Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya
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® EDITORIAL

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi
India Rises as a Responsible Power

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

Prime Minister
Modi has never
acceded to empty
rhetoric, public
posturing and has
rather silently gone
about his work
while weaving and
implementing a
saving strategy.
The Doklam
episode, like a few
others in the last
three odd years, is
another example of
his manner of

functioning.

the maturity, the foresight and fortitude of the leadership of Prime

Minister Modi. The situation was handled in a manner that displayed a
blend of determination, pragmatism, realism and the will to protect and pursue
India’s national interest.

The Doklam episode and its successful culmination reflect the sagacity,

The direction of Prime Minister Modi’s leadership that sees India as a
once-again rising civilisation and not a mere appendage to some other dominant
power saw us through this episode. This has been Prime Minister Modi’s
characteristic, his style, if one may so term it, of governance. His appeals for
disseminating transformative public knowledge, his exhortation to exceed
ourselves for the cause of India’s collective good, his appeals to give up and
reject all that retards our national march towards becoming a great nation is
always made with dynamic conviction and fervent energy.

Prime Minister Modi has never acceded to empty rhetoric, public posturing
and has rather silently gone about his work while weaving and implementing
a saving strategy. The Doklam episode, like a few others in the last three odd
years, is another example of his manner of functioning. He does this, because
of his core faith in the essential strength of the people and his conviction that
makes him see them as partners in India’s growth and not elements who need
to be satisfied with doses of jingoism and false assurances. We have to start
getting used to such an approach; it contributes to the movement of refining
our public life.

In the formation and re-consolidation of the terms of Indian exceptionalism,
the method in which Prime Minister Modi has handled the Doklam issue shall
remain a chapter to be cited and studied by historians of strategy and of
civilisation. One of the characteristic attributes of Indian exceptionalism under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is the sense of international responsibility that
India has been demonstrating. The rise of a civilisational state has to be a
responsible and not a disruptive rise. A civilisational power, inspired by the
Eastern philosophical framework, has to display responsibility while trying to
re-assume its place in the comity of nations.

For India however, such an approach is inherent in her Bharatiya tradition
and is being displayed distinctly now. She rises responsibly, she radiates her
acceptance of, as Prime Minister Modi observes, “ the rise of many powers”,
she believes in an “inter-dependent” and “inter-connected world”, she visualises
an Asian century which has the space, dimension and framework for the rise,
co-existence and collective action of many powers of the region. Her approach
to other powers is civilisational and backed by the will to protect, preserve and
perpetuate her own global interests. The Doklam episode has demonstrated the
strength of that approach.
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@ PM MODI’S VISION

Salient Points of PM’s Speech at the Golden
Jubilee Celebrations of BAIF at Pune via
video conferencmg on 24 Aug, 2017
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® PM MODI’S VISION

Salient Points of Press Statement by PM
during visit of PM Deuba of Nepal on 24
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@ PM MODI’S VISION

Salient Points of PM Narendra Modi’s

‘Mann ki Baat’ Programme on All India
Radio on 27 Aug, 20117

IS On one hand we await our festivals but on the
other hand, when we hear about instances of violence,
it is natural to be worried.

" India is the land of Mahatma Gandhi and Lord
Buddha. Violence is not acceptable in the nation, in any
form.

I Those who take the law in their hands or take to
violence will not be spared, whoever they are.

" While talking about festivals, I want to say-
Micchami Dukkadam. This is about values of
forgiveness and compassion.

5" Qur festivals are linked with nature and welfare
of farmers.

I Let us make our festivals as much about
cleanliness.

=" ] am happy that festivals like Ganesh Utsav are

The

gaat

27th August 2017

being celebrated with a concern for the environment.

I 'Swachhata Hi Seva- let us create a mass
movement around this in the run up to Gandhi Jayanti
& give renewed focus to cleanliness.

IF" It is important to trust our citizens. We have to
trust the poor of India

I Playing field over play stations.play on the
computer but go out and play first.

I India welcomes all teams coming here for the
FIFA U-17 World Cup.

I Was very proud to meet the team that is sailing
across the world on INSV Tarini. Share your good
wishes to them on the NM App.

IS Teachers have a big role in transforming people's
lives.
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he Doklam standoff is a

I grim reminder that China
will continue to dispute
territories with India. The
Chinese imperious push to its
south recalls how Mao Zedong,
the founder of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949,
described Tibet as the palm of the
hand and the five fingers as Ladakh, Nepal, Bhutan,
Sikkim and Arunachal (formerly NEFA). By claiming
territories, China also usurps vast amount of natural
resources including water. For example, the occupation
of Aksai Chin has given China the control of a large
section of the meandering Indus river. Likewise, its
claim of Arunachal Pradesh as ‘South Tibet’ is made
with an eye over the voluminous Brahmaputra. And
not surprisingly, China’s claim to Doklam means the
Teesta river, gushing down from the spiralling heights

| INDIA-CHIN

'|
'ROCK OF PEACF
L____,,_____

&

of the Pahunri glacier, will fall in its territory.

India and China share boundaries and also rivers.
Among these rivers the Brahmaputra, known as the
Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet, has become a source of
anxiety for India. As a lower riparian, India’s concerns
revolve around the current as well as future dam
projects and the frightening prospect of water
diversion of the Yarlung. Both these upstream
activities will lead to flow fluctuations and impact the
local economy and ecology downstream.

China’s cascade of dams on the main stem of the
Yarlung is part of its New Energy Development as
outlined in the last three five year plans. The first of
such hydroelectricity projects, the 510-MW Zangmu, was
operationalised in 2015. The Lalho hydroelectric project
at Xigaze (Shigatse), not too far from the junction of
Bhutan and Sikkim, is expected to be completed by 2019.
Three more dams on the middle reaches of the Yarlung
have been approved, these are Dagu (640-MW), Jiexu
and Jiacha (340 MW). China also plans to build 37 dam

-.W? R onalist September 2017 [Ke] .
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projects on the various tributaries that join the
Yarlung.

There exists no bilateral or multilateral water
management accord in the Brahmaputra basin. This is
primarily because China does not believe in water
sharing agreements. In contrast, India follows the
principles of equitable distribution and no significant
harm with its neighbours on rivers, as the 1960 Indus
Waters Treaty with Pakistan and the 1996 Ganga Treaty
with Bangladesh clearly demonstrates.

MoUs on Rivers

In 2002, India and China signed a MoU on the sharing
of hydrological information on the Yarlung/
Brahmaputra in flood season. Under this arrangement,
the two sides regularly exchanged data, from 1June to
15 October, on water levels, discharge, and rainfall, at
the Nugesha, Yangcun, and Nunxia stations, which
were utilised in the formulation of flood forecasts by
India’s Central Water Commission. This ended in 2007
and a second MoU, with the same provisions and with
a validity of 5 years, was signed in 2008 and was again
renewed for five years in 2013. With regards to the Sutlej
(Langquin Zangbu), an MoU in 2005 was signed on
sharing hydrological information in flood season for
a period of five years; this was renewed in 2010 and then
again in 2015.

In November 2006, when President Hu Jintao visited
India, the two countries agreed on the constitution of
an Expert-Level Mechanism (ELM) to discuss wider

1
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cooperation, including emergency management. The
ELM meets once a year alternately in Beijing and New
Delhi and essentially focuses on the exchange of
hydrological information and the smooth transmission
of flood season hydrological data. It is very selective
and limited but forms the base on which future water
dialogue can be further developed.

During the visit of Chinese Premier Li Kegiang in
May 2013, serious time and discussion was given to
water issues. India’s proposal of a joint mechanism for
better transparency on the dams being constructed on
the Yarlung was appreciated but failed to elicit a clear
commitment from China. The Chinese followed the
tested 2002 MoU format and renewed the pact on
twice-daily sharing of hydrological data of the
Brahmaputra River during the monsoon. A forward
step was taken by signing a new MoU for cooperation
in “ensuring water-efficient irrigation”.

In October 2013, when the then Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh visited Beijing, the two countries
reached further understanding to strengthen water
cooperation on provisions of flood-season hydrological
data and emergency management. It was also agreed
that flow information provided by China would now
commence from May 15 instead of June 1, starting 2014.

Power asymmetry is important for China in the
Brahmaputra basin and, therefore, rejects any
permanent mechanism on water issues. By reviewing
and renewing the MoU, China dictates the proceedings
as an upper riparian. It is effectively mixing ‘cohesion
and compliance’ with ‘attraction and intimidation’,
what the Marxist political philosopher Antonio
Gramsci famously termed “a mix of force and consent.”

L] ,
India’s response

India receives many rivers including the Indus, Sutlej
and Brahmaputra which originate in the Tibetan plateau.
Of the nine major tributaries of the Ganga that flow in
from Nepal, the three principal tributaries Karnali,
Gandaki and Kosi also rise from Tibet. From a
hydrological perspective, India is middle riparian
receiving rivers before the water flows to other
neighbouring countries like Pakistan and Bangladesh.
India’s riparian position increases its vulnerability to
China particularly in flood season. There are also huge
concerns of natural disasters like glacial lake outburst
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flood that happened on the Pareechu river in 2005 leading
to enormous damage downstream in Himachal Pradesh.

Given India’s hydrological position as down
riparian with China and upstream with Pakistan and
Bangladesh, its hydro-diplomacy has to be well
nuanced. For one, it is critical for India to articulate its
middle riparian position to change the perception in
the neighbourhood that China and not India is a ‘water
hegemon’, as is often expressed by Pakistan and
Bangladesh, in spite of the water treaties with these
two countries. Second, in any further dialogue with
China, rivers should be brought as a core issue of
negotiations and not just a perfunctory matter. Of
course, China is not going to comply but at least its
insensitivity towards downstream concerns can be a
message to the rest of the down riparian countries.

At best India can trust China in sharing the
hydrological data but authenticity of the data received
needs to be verified. The MoUs on the Brahmaputra
and Sutlej are not permanent but renewed every 5-years
with India paying for the exchange of the data in
advance. The arrangement works well when the
political climate is cordial and it’s hardly surprising
that China has conveniently decided to ignore the data
sharing in midst of the Doklam issue.

The geographical fact that China is the supreme
upper riparian that dismisses international norms and
principles of water sharing will remain. But India can
enhance its own monitoring and verifying capabilities
of the flows of the rivers that come from China and
think in an integrated manner about storage facilities
and flood mitigation programme.

China’s frequent claim to Arunachal should be also
be countered by raising the water resources in Tibet
as an ecological ‘commons’ and that China alone cannot
be the stakeholder. Articulating globally an ecological
perspective and principles of resource conservation is
a useful counter narrative to China’s hydro-hegemony.

Tibet’s ecology has been a key issue for civil society
and powerful environmental groups like the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (ITUCN)
that are campaigning for Tibet as a vulnerable area to
be protected from rampant resource exploitation. Also
to remember is that China has ratified the 1972 UNESCO
World Heritage Convention and in 2003 about 17 million

hectares in Yunnan province, where many of the major
river flows, was declared a World Heritage site.
Likewise, Chinese environmentalists campaigned in 2008
to preserve the Tiger Leaping Gorge from the impact
of a proposed dam. The government had to respond by
moving the site of the dam away from the gorge.
Continued resistance in China has forced the
communist regime to abandon all the 13 dam projects on
the Nu river (called Thanlwin in Maynmar and Salween
in Thailand). This is quite a triumph for the Chinese
environmental groups and scientists who have
campaigned for more than a decade to keep the Nu river
flowing.

However, China continues aggressively to pressure
the current Myanmar government to build 5 mega
dams that were approved by the previous regime and
thereby export 90 per cent of the electricity generated
from the dams in Myanmar. But does China require so
much electricity? Reports suggest that the Yunan
province is already energy surplus. Clearly, dam
building projects in other countries like its massive
infrastructural ventures across the globe are not just
classical pursuit of economic interest but an expansion
of Chinese imperial power.

It is unlikely that China will adjust its hydro-
hegemonic position. But there are ways to pursue
positive interactions on the Brahmaputra exclusive of
China. An important element of hydro-diplomacy
would be for India to initiate a lower riparian coalition
stretching from the Ganga-Meghna-Brahmaputra to
the Thanlwin/Salween and Mekong basins. One such
calculation can be to consider strongly a multi-basin
treaty on the Brahmaputra with Bhutan and
Bangladesh. Competing powers instinctively think of
counter-weights.

More than knee-jerk counter-responses, India needs
to think of cohesive engagement. The Mekong Ganga
Cooperation (MGC) and the government’s recent
initiatives to expand the areas of cooperation among
the member countries that includes Thailand,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam are vital to the
sustainability of India’s Act East Policy. Whether it is
tourism, culture, transport and communication, rivers
can be a force multiplier.

(The writer is a Fellow at the Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses, New Delhi)
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Beijing’s position is
based on the 1890
Convention between
the British and the
Manchus, which was
never recognized by
the Tibetans and the
Bhutanese as they had
not been consulted by
the 'Great Imperial
Powers'. Tsepon WD
Shakabpa, the Tibetan
historian explained:
The British were
aware that China
exercised no real
power in Tibet at that
time.

The Doklam issue

® Claude Arpi

oon after independence,
Swhen the question arose
whether or not to defend
a weaker neighbor, India

decided to not intervene for the
sake of ‘world peace’.

Between 1947 to 1950, a British
ICS officer, Hugh Richardson
was Indian Mission-in-Charge
in Lhasa; on June 15, 1949, in a communication
addressed to the Ministry of External Affairs in
Delhi, he suggested that India might consider
occupying Chumbi Valley up to Phari ‘in an extreme
emergency.’ The Chumbi Valley is the highly

The

strategic ‘finger’ sandwiched between Bhutan and
Sikkim.

Sixteen months later, Chinese troops invaded
Eastern Tibet and Harishwar Dayal, who had
replaced another Britisher as the Political Officer in
Sikkim, made again the same suggestion:
“[Richardson’s] suggestion was NOT favoured by
Government of India at the time. It was however
proposed as a purely defensive measure and with NO
aggressive intention. An attack on Sikkim or Bhutan
would call for defensive military operations by the
Government of India,” he wrote to the Prime
Minister.

The proposal was again rejected by the Indian
Government, though many in India thought that, for
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its own security sake, the government should have
been more proactive to support Tibet.

On June 16, 2017, when Chinese troops tried to
build a road on a stretch of Bhutanese territory at
the southern tip of the same Chumbi Valley, India
did what it had not done in 1950, it came to the rescue
of a friendly neighbor; this time it was Bhutan.

China’s sharp reaction to India’s move is probably
due to Beijing’s surprise; it did not expect Delhi to
militarily defend Thimphu. It is also true that the
trijunction is a strategic hotspot for Delhi, and by
occupying it, the Chinese would have a ‘view’ not
only on the Chumbi Valley but also on the Siliguri
corridor, which is strategically crucial for India in
case of a military conflict. Having been caught on the
wrong foot, Beijing decided to go full-swing for
propaganda and psychological warfare.

China’s legal position invalid

Beijing’s position is based on the 1890 Convention
between the British and the Manchus, which was
never recognized by the Tibetans and the Bhutanese
as they had not been consulted by the 'Great Imperial
Powers'. Tsepon WD Shakabpa, the Tibetan historian
explained: “The British were aware that China
exercised no real power in Tibet at that time.” The
need to bring the Tibetans onboard eventually
resulted in the Younghusband’s military expedition
in 1904 and ten years later, the Tripartite Simla
Conference.

Further, the 1890 Convention mainly dealt with
Northern Sikkim, where two years earlier, an armed
conflict had taken place between the British and the
Tibetans. Though Article 1 mentions “The line
commences at Mount Gipmochi on the Bhutan
frontier,” the trijunction area had not been surveyed.
The first survey of northern Sikkim dates 1895; and
some maps published more than a decade later, did
not show a demarcated border beyond Jalep-la in the
South.

India’s position today

On June 30, 2017, the Ministry of External Affairs
in Delhi clarified that, in 2012, it had been decided
with China that the status quo would be maintained:
“The two Governments had in 2012 reached an

agreement that the tri-junction boundary points
between India, China and third countries will be
finalised in consultation with the concerned
countries.” Probably upset with the delay in finding
a solution, Beijing decided to take the matter in its
own hands, as it had done earlier in the South China
Sea. Beijing has a tendency to believe in the principle
that it is better to first be ‘in possession’ and then
start negotiating.

Other angles to the standoff

Most of the aspects of the standoff have been
extensively covered, however one angle which is not
often discussed (for lack of historical reference) is
the fact that China did not claim the Doklam plateau
before the mid-1960s.

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs'
spokesperson Hua Chunying can continue to daily
rant about India's presence in Bhutan, accusing the
Indian troops of having “illegally crossed the delimited
boundary which has been recognized and abided by
for nearly 130 years by both China and India,” but the
fact remains that the so-called disputed area has never
been Chinese territory; and for decades Bhutan and
India have patrolled this area and set up camps.

Interestingly, a map published by the CIA in 1965
clearly shows the reality of the situation on the
ground: Batang La is the trijunction; this is the
logical boundary as it follows the watershed princi-
ple and when the report which contained the map
was released by the US agency in 2003, China did not
protest.
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China’s internal dynamics

Another factor is the internal dynamics in China.
Though one can only hope that reason will prevail
in Beijing, a solution is bound to take time, due to
the Chinese leadership change during the
Communist Party’s 19th Congress at the end of the
year. The Party always goes through a period of
great confusion at the time of leadership changes.

A railway to Yatung

Another issue which might have decided Beijing
to suddenly change the status quo is the arrival of
the railway in Chumbi Valley.

In August 2016, The China Daily reported today
that a new ‘Himalayan rail route’ has been ‘endorsed’
by Beijing. According to the Chinese official publi-
cation: “A Himalayan train ride at more than 100
kilometers per hour at the foot of the world's highest
snow-capped mountains and oldest glaciers is no
longer just a dream.” The map accompanying the
article shows the rail line reaching two places near
the Indian border, namely Purang (Taklakot for the
Nepalis,) north of Pithoragarh district of
Uttarakhand and Yatung in the Chumbi valley,
adjacent to Sikkim.

Beijing was probably keen to enlarge its territory
before the arrival of the train in 4 or 5 years time.

Will China start a war for such a small issue?

A question remains, is it worth starting a war,
just because India has stepped in and defended

Yo Nasionalist September 2017 JI6] -

Bhutan?
In this context one can recall an amusing event.

On September 26, 1965, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Beijing complained to the Embassy of
India in China: two days earlier “a mob of Indian
hooligans went to the gate of the Chinese Embassy
in New Delhi to make provocation led by Indian
officials and Congress leaders and driving a flock of
sheep before them. They made a huge din, yelling
that China had ‘invented absurd pretexts for
threatening and intimidating India’ that ‘China
wants to start a world war over some sheep and a
few yaks’, and so on and so forth. This ugly farce was
wholly instigated and staged by the Indian
Government. The Chinese Government hereby lodges
a strong protest with the Indian Government.”

Though soon after the Indo-Pakistan war,
tensions were high, the incident can make one smile
today. What had happened? A young MP named Atal
Bihari Vajpayee decided to show the futility of China
threatening to go to war for a few ‘grazing grounds’
in Sikkim.

The Indian Government answered the Chinese
allegations a week later: “when some of the citizens
of Delhi took in procession about 800 sheeps. The
Government of India had nothing to do with this
demonstration. It was a spontaneous, peaceful and
good-humoured expression of the resentment of the
citizens of Delhi against the Chinese ultimatum and
the threat of war against India on trumped-up and
trivial issues. In India, as the Chinese Government is,
no doubt, aware, citizens have the right of peaceful
assembly and of peaceful demonstration. There is no
reason for the Government of China to protest
against this. The demonstration was not only peaceful
but the demonstrators kept themselves more than 50
yards away from the gate of the Embassy building.”

This historic example should remind China of the
futility of risking to spoil the relations with India
for a few kilometers of road on the neighbour’s
territory.

(The author is a well known Tibetoloigist, China expert,
columnist and author who has lived in India for over four
decades)
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Emerging Horizons in India-Vietnam
Relations: Celebrating 45 years of
Diplomatic Ties

m Sonu Trivedi

iven the cultural-
religious linkages
between the countries of

India and Vietnam, based on
their closer association with the
historical kingdoms and the
impact of Buddhist philosophy
to the anti-imperialist struggle
under colonial rule and foreign
intervention during the Second
World War and thereafter, both the countries have
developed closer ties sharing a common destiny.
These have deepened the bond between the people of

the two countries. The year 2017 marks the 45th
anniversary of the India-Vietham diplomatic
relations which began on 7th January 1972. In this
commemorative year of its diplomatic ties with India,
rethinking and introspection of its existing
relationship becomes vital to rebuild synergies and
reinvigorating ties between the two countries.

From ‘strategic partnership’ in 2007 to a
‘comprehensive partnership’ in 2016, the two countries
have built up synergies for a deeper cooperation
between them. These have been envisaged in a
multi-faceted and a multi-sectoral cooperation in
political, economic, security, defense, science and
technology, education, health, agriculture, tourism
and building up a closer cultural contact between the
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people of the two countries. In recent years,
cooperation in the field of capacity building, technical
assistance, information sharing, naval cooperation
and developing physical connectivity have been the
key areas of concern.

Over the years, Vietnam has emerged as a
significant player in India’s foreign policy
prescriptions—a partner in regional, sub-regional
forums and also in various multi-lateral and world
bodies. The emerging contours of India-Vietnam
relations have been guided by nuances of real-politick
and praxis of diplomacy and geo-strategic concerns.
Critical determinants guiding India-Vietnam
relations could be studied from the lens of geo-
politics; security and strategic paradigm; energy
cooperation; culture; commerce and connectivity. It
has been a significant leg in augmenting the Act East
Policy of South Block.

Beginning from the visit of India’s first Prime
Minister Nehru in 1954 and Vietnam’s first President
Ho Chi Minh in 1958 to the September 2016 visit by the
incumbent Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the two
countries over the years have agreed “to contribute
to regional peace, stability, cooperation and
prosperity—elevating the ‘Strategic Partnership’ to
‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’, based on the
excellent relations between the two countries” .

According to Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

“In India, we believe in sharing our knowledge,
experiences and expertise with other developing
countries. There can be no better example of this than
in the success of our multifaceted bilateral
cooperation with Vietnam over the last four decades...
As two partners, we must also take advantage of our
synergies to jointly face emerging regional
challenges, and to exploit new opportunities. It is a
matter of great satisfaction that, we have now decided
to upgrade our relationship to a ‘Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership’...A strong India-Vietnam
partnership would lead to prosperity, development,
peace and stability for our people, and in the wider
region. Vietnam is a strong pillar of India's Act East
Policy. Our bilateral ties are based on strong mutual
trust, and understanding, and convergence of views
on various regional and international issues” .

During PM Modi’s visit to Vietnam in 2016,

The

altogether twelve agreements were signed between
the two countries . Besides boosting trade, economic
and investment ties, agreements related to
establishment of Software Parks and joint
agreements in the field of health, defense and space
cooperation were entered upon. Opening up of Indian
Cultural Centre at Hanoi and conservation and
restoration work of the Cham monuments at My Son
have been significant in deepening cultural and
historical links between India and Vietnam. Prime
Minister has also invited the Viethamese companies
to take advantage of the various schemes and flagship
programmes of the Indian Government . India has
pledged to be Vietnam’s ‘partner and a friend’ in its
‘rapid development’ and ‘strong economic growth’.

From a strategic lens, Vietnam’s geographical
location in Asia pacific has added to its geo-political
importance for the regional players like China, India,
Australia and Japan and also for the external powers
like the United States and its rebalancing strategy in
the Asia-Pacific. It has become a vital element in the
South China Sea dispute given the competing
interests of the other claimants for the territories in
this region. Vietnam’s economic prosperity in recent
times has added to its bargaining clout vis-@-vis the
major regional powers and the United States to
balance its relations with China and protecting its
stakes in the South China Sea. In the background of
such a geo-strategic matrix, it has been following
tradeoff between China and the United States, thereby
maximizing its strategic independence. In the
changing architecture of world order, Vietnam
emerges as a significant actor shaping the ‘Great
Game’ politics in the Asia Pacific.

Under this context of geo-strategic paradigm and
the forces shaping the internal dynamics of Vietnam,
its foreign policy orientations vis-@-vis the ‘Great
Powers’ in the region and its engagement with India
is a critical area of concern. In this regard, response
of Vietnam in the context of emerging issues such as
Belt Road Initiative (BRI) or the South China Sea
(SCS) dispute becomes significant.

In relation to the SCS dispute, India has
demonstrated a principled stand that “states should
resolve disputes through peaceful means without
threat or use of force” . Furthermore, India’s stand on
BRI, the massive connectivity project initiated by
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China, and its official boycott for not being based on
a ‘consultative process’ and infringing upon the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of India has put
Vietnam on a double edged sword . On the one hand,
it needs the support of India on the SCS dispute to
retain its claim upon the disputed territories, and on
the other, it just cannot isolate India on BRI by siding
with China. Indicating his views on South China Sea
dispute, the Vietnamese Foreign Minister during his
recent visit to New Delhi in July 2017 said, “India and
Vietnam share political and economic interests..As
the future unfolds we have reason to be optimistic.
ASEAN will benefit from India’s experience of
resolving maritime issues in a peaceful manner” .

Given these real politick apprehensions, the Indian
leadership has been more assertive about its role in
the Indian Ocean region. According to BJP National
General Secretary, Shri Ram Madhav,

“Geo-politics in the Indian Ocean region makes the
possibility of the return of neo-Colonialism a reality
with countries trying to dominate others through
money, markets and military. India and Vietnam
should jointly and independently work towards
defeating all such tendencies and forces... It is
important for countries like India and Vietnam to
come together to ensure that sovereignty, security
and sentiments of all the countries are protected and
maritime laws respected. Together and also by
mobilising the support of other nations in the region
we should strive to evolve a new Indian Ocean
maritime order that ensures peace, stability, freedom
of navigation and over-flights, and non-interference
of outside powers in the affairs of the region” .

Nonetheless, there are several other areas of
mutual concern for India and Vietham—cooperation
in oil and gas sector, information technology,
education training, science and technology, defense
and security and not to forget, the trade and
commercial ties. Added to these, the already existing
bilateral ties in the field of cultural, historical,
non-traditional security issues and coordination in
several regional and multi-lateral forums remain the
core issue significantly shaping the emerging
contours of India-Vietnam relations.

(Sonu Trivedi teaches Political Science at Zakir Husain Delhi
College, University of Delhi) Twitter: @trivedi_sonu
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® PRESIDENT’S BLOG

BJP wholeheartedly welcomes today’s
SC judgement on Privacy
Thursday, 24 August 2017 Accessibility

ur Government will ensure equitable social
delivery, particularly to the poor in
consonance to today’s judgement by Hon’ble

Supreme Court: Amit Shah Amit Shah pins down
Congress Party’s false show of jubilation

Amit Shah reminds Congress Party their record of
trampling on Right to Life & Liberty as well as Internet
Censoring

Supreme Court judgement in consonance with
approach & actions of NDA
Government: Amit Shah

Supreme Court lays down an
important path for us to follow: Amit
Shah

BJP President shared his thoughts
on the Supreme Court’s judgement on
Privacy on his blog. Full text of his blog
is placed below:

Today’s judgement of the Supreme ' %

Amit Shah
National President, BJP

Court is a welcome judgement as it
strengths the Fundamental Rights and
personal liberty. Our Government is
committed to ensuring equitable social delivery,
particularly to the poor in consonance to today’s
judgement by Hon’ble Supreme Court.

While today’s judgement is an important one, which
also is in accordance with the Government’s vision and
actions, some mischievous propaganda needs to be
busted. Those waxing eloquent today on privacy
architecture are the ones who have ensured India does
not have a robust privacy law for decades. Those
commenting on Aadhar are the same people who did
not provide it a legal backing for years!

One of the Hon’ble Judges say in today’s judgement
of the Hon’ble Supreme Court:

The

I fully agree with the view expressly overruling the
ADM Jabalpur case which was an aberration in the
constitutional jurisprudence of our country and the
desirability of burying the majority opinion ten fathom
deep, with no chance of resurrection. These words
should ring a bell to the Congress Party & I hope their
in-house eminent lawyers brief the high command on
this! These words also summarise how far we have
come. These words also hold a mirror to the Congress
Party at a time when they are engaging
in a false show of jubilation and
vindication. It is strange that those who
snatched away the Right to Life & Right
to Liberty of millions of Indians by
imposing emergency are standing today
as guardians of our fundamental rights
based on misinterpretation of the
judgement. It is equally strange that
those who brought Section 66A &
championed censoring on the Internet
are speaking of liberties & rights.
Equally important are the next lines,
paving the way for the future:

Let the right of privacy, an inherent
right, be unequivocally a fundamental right embedded
in part-III of the Constitution of India, but subject to
the restrictions specified, relatable to that part. This is
the call of today. The old order changeth yielding place
to new.

This point on right of privacy being not absolute
and subject to various restrictions is also supported by
other Judges. This point is also in consonance with the
Government stand. Shri Arun Jaitley in the parliament
is on record saying:

Is privacy a fundamental right or not? The present
Bill pre-supposes and is based on the premise and that
it is too late in date to contend that privacy is not a
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fundamental right. So, I do accept that probably privacy
is a fundamental right. Now, where do you fit privacy
as a fundamental right? And that is where I want to
clear the misconception due to which these
amendments which have been proposed. It is contended

I fully agree with the view expressly overruling the
ADM Jabalpur case which was an aberration in the
constitutional jurisprudence of our country and the
desirability of burying the majority opinion ten
fathom deep, with no chance of resurrection. These
words should ring a bell to the Congress Party & 1
hope their in-house eminent lawyers brief the high
command on this ! These words also summarise how
far we have come. These words also hold a mirror to
the Congress Party at a time when they are engaging
in a false show of jubilation and vindication.

and broadly it is now accepted that privacy is a part of
the individual liberty.

Another Hon’ble judge opines: Apart from na-
tional security, the state may have justifiable reasons
for the collection and storage of data. In a social welfare
state, the government embarks upon programmes
which provide benefits to impoverished and margin-
alised sections of society. There is a vital state interest
in ensuring that scarce public resources are not dissi-
pated by the diversion of resources to persons who do
not qualify as recipients. Allocation of resources for
human development is coupled with a legitimate con-
cern that the utilisation of resources should not be si-
phoned away for extraneous purposes. Data mining
with the object of ensuring that resources are properly
deployed to legitimate beneficiaries is a valid ground
for the state to insist on the collection of authentic data.
But, the data which the state has collected has to be
utilised for legitimate purposes of the state and ought
not to be utilised unauthorizedly for extraneous pur-
poses. This will ensure that the legitimate concerns of
the state are duly safeguarded while, at the same time,
protecting privacy concerns. Prevention and
investigation of crime and protection of the revenue

are among the legitimate aims of the state. Digital
platforms are a vital tool of ensuring good governance
in a social welfare state. Information technology —
legitimately deployed is a powerful enabler in the
spread of innovation and knowledge. This is also in
consonance with the
approach of the Government
on the importance of not
allowing  diversion  of
resources meant for the
poor.

He also says: Privacy
involves hiding information
whereas anonymity involves
hiding what makes it
personal. An unauthorised
parting of the medical
records of an individual
which have been furnished
to a hospital will amount to
an invasion of privacy. On
the other hand, the state may
assert a legitimate interest in analysing data borne
from hospital records to understand and deal with a
public health epidemic such as malaria or dengue to
obviate a serious impact on the population. If the State
preserves the anonymity of the individual it could
legitimately assert a valid state interest in the
preservation of public health to design appropriate
policy interventions on the basis of the data available
to it.

Hon’ble Chief Justice notes : Since the Union
government has informed the Court that it has
constituted a Committee chaired by Hon’ble Shri
Justice B N Srikrishna, former Judge of this Court, for
that purpose, the matter shall be dealt with
appropriately by the Union government having due
regard to what has been set out in this judgement. BJP
fully respects the Right to Privacy and I am sure with
the recommendations of Srikrishna committee, we will
lay down a robust privacy architecture. We are fully
committed to ensure that the poor get their right in
terms of service delivery without any diversion. Our
Government will ensure equitable social delivery,
particularly to the poor in consonance to today’s
judgement by Hon’ble Supreme Court.
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® EVENT @ SPMRF

Discussion on “Understanding the Current Issue with
China” by Shri Jayadeva Ranade (President, Centre
for China Analysis & Strategy, New Delhi & Former

Additional Secretary, R&AW) on 08th July 2017
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® EVENT @ SPMRF

Release of book “Syama Prasad Mookerjee: His Vision of
Education” by Shri Amit Shah (National President, BJP)
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® EVENT @ SPMRF

SPMRF Round Table Series: Discussion on “The Dolam Standoff: what it
means for India-China relations’ by Shri Nitin A. Gokhale (National
Security Analyst & Founder: BharatShakti.in) on 22.07.2017

Discussion on “West Bengal: Analysing the present situation and the way
forward” at Constitution Club of India on 26th July 2017
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic and
political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands of trained
and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength and weakness,
it 1s they who can place before their country a progrmme of work, which while
loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will be adapted to the
changing conditions of the modern world.”

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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