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INTRODUCTION.

This work is an pt to give a complete and sy ic view
of the science of Prosody in the Hindi Langunge. = Hindi olaims to be
the i diate offspring of Sanskrit and its modern- representative in

the home of its lughut aricient development, and by right of direct
heirship, it inberits all the many-sided refinements and verbal flexibi-
lity and wealth of the original tongne. In certain centuries it received
the highest patronage and g t, and such great names, as
“Tulsidas, Soordns, Kesheodas, Kalidas, Bhushan, Padmakar, Gang Bhat,
which mark some of the extreme reaches of its development, stand
out pre-eminent to challenge the admiration of all posterity; and thus
while the dinlects of.Hindi are diversified, careful cultivation has given
* them a refinement of verbal binations and a subtlety of verbal
fusions and forms which render the collective ial d for
the mnmpnhhon of the literary craltsman or for the use of imaginative
genius, unique and unriyalled in clegont plasticity. This work exploins
_ more than 100 technical terms and i not less than 400 con-
tructional rules metrieally ill d by the Author himself.

In Sanskrit, Pingal Rishi is the greatést authority. He is to
Aryan Prosody what Manu is toAryanLaw. InSanskritand in Bhasha
or Hindi several works have, at different times, appeared, the chief
among which are Chhando-Manjari, Vritts Ratna-kar, Chhando-Vinod,
Chhandasar and Chbando-Vicher. But they are all after the old style,
where as the present work is an attempt togive one compréhensive and
Systematic view of the science of Prosody from the earliest period of
its culture to its most recent developments, eliminating sll that has he-
come permanently obsolete andall that bore indications of absurd com-
plexity. The present writer has also taken upon himself the task of
naming certain novel and Intter-day metres and metrical arrangements,
and in' doing so he has selected the most appropriste, modest and
simple names.

In Hindi, as in Sanskrit, all metrical composition is dlvxdad meo
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two great sections which are ck ized by twosep modes of me-
trieal computation. Computation by series of syllablesand computation
of the'number of syllabic instants in each line or verse. And the present
work is accordingly divided into two main sections named “Afdtric”
and “ Varnic” These two sections of the work are preceded by a general
introduction which contains a historical view of the science and also
a critical view of its present state. That introduction and several of
the opening pages of each section of the work explain the structure of
the science giving oll the definitions and rules that enuncinte scientific
principles.

-In each ofthetiwo sections of the work, besides the body of para-
graphs explaining the science, the formulw and rules which illustrate
and determine the whole art of metrical composition, are given.

Every kind of metre and every metrical arrangement known and
practised at the present time or met with in any of the popular works
of former days, is fully described, and the trical fc In which
rigidly governs it, is accurately set down. Here one prominent feature,
which is special to this work and which is unprecedented in Sanskrit
or Hindi prosodical quires clear though brief mention.
Every kind of verse is measured either by means of the eight fixed
ganas (or tri-syllabic feet) lmd the short and long quantities, or only
by the number of quantities. ~ In some langusges the quantities are
fixed by the ear and regulated by vocal practice. In Sanskrit and Hindi
hewho knows the alphabet thoroughly, knows the quantities ly;
and the “ganas” themselves are made up of different arrangements of
the quantities. The initial letters of these eight ganas and the initial
letters of the two quantities are the ten letters wlnch are the pi and
theta of prosodical mgonometty " These are the items out of which
every kind of metrical formula is constructed. Hitherto in Sanskrit
and Hindi tl;ﬁene formulee have been mostly given as mere meaningless,
gmtesqne combinations of the ﬁxed letters, thrown into some particular

80 loted as to suit the accent of the name |
of the metre tself. Thus at ¢ the end of his Standard Sanskrit English
Dictionary Mr. Laksh Ramchandra Vaidya M. A.L.L.B. (Bomlmy),
gives o long appendix on Sanskrit Prosody. One instance is taken
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from theexamplestheregiven,in orderto show what is meant. Rrags
is a kind of verse 'made up of one ¥ gana, one & ganu and one short
and orielong quantity. The bare formula for this is Wa@w, but the
constructional rules are all given in a kind of laconic rhythmed verse
and in order to run with the rliythm of the name Wraa=w the formula
Wa=W has been, by the . practice of Prosodians, contorted into
wraE, and the whole of the constructional rule or f lo yuns in
the rhythm of ¥ra@ T @rUgEH, But Wiaw is o mere “meaningless”
‘grotesque combination of the fixed letters” &c &c; and the whole of
wrwEar hos o thoroughly Unsanskrit sound and has absolutely no
Sanskrit verbal g. Alsoin previous ‘works the formuls has
been most frequently given in a sort of verse whose metre is different
from the metre described. These two things have been entirely thrown
out of this work. F 1y an Anapmstic verse, for i , and the
_rule for ‘its construciion, were given in an Iambic couplet, with the
letters of the formula thrown into an Iambic combination. In the pre-
sent treatise the rule for the construction of an Anapwmstic stanza is
given in an Anaprestic stanza or line, the symbolic letters’ of the for-
mula being formed into ‘the snme metre.

This is one main novel feature. But another and one of far great-
er i and imp to students, is that the opening letters of
the words of the stanza or line invariably contain the whole of the
formula. Further the combinations of the initinl letters into the differ-
et formule are not guided by mere sound or metre, but esch formula
is 80 constructed a8 to produce a word or portion of & word ora collec-
tion of words with a verbal meaning which fits into the independent
sense of the stanza or verse itself. Again each stanza or verse of this
kind itself contains the full and exact name of the metre described or
prescribed.

Furthermore each stanza or verse thus composed by the Author
(which are 400 in number) is so written as to be of the fullest use for
educational purposes;—no love-matter or love-stories are introduced;
nothing abstruse is given; each stanza or verse-inculeates some moral
principle or relates some harmless idyllic anecdote from ancient lore.
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Where the Matrie computation of syllabic instant< has to be for-
mulated, thie has heen done in a single verse in the same measure as
that described, with the computation given in clear and unmistaké-
able symbols.

The present work is thus easy of eomprehension, simple and
clear in arrangement; it is adapted for the use of both the wexes at all
ages of life; it avoids all mere hombast and show in all that has heen
inserted of original poetieal composition;it comes to bea handy manual
for reft with all it< and clear scientific tables, lists and
classifications and its full and exact Tndex; and the <cope, tone aml
style of the work, since they re<olutely exclude every thing savouring
of racial or religious dogmati=sm or prejudice, are such ns to qualify it
eminently for the po-ition ol a text hook, ifthe different syndicates should
be pleased to confer upon it that rank:and perhap< no stndent of Hindi
would grumble if a copy of it were bestowed upon him as a prize buok,
rather, he would hug it with joy and delight.

The Author has devoted to this subject years of patient and ear-
nest study; bmt the present work has, after that long preparation,
itself been entirely written in the odds and ends of time snatehed re-
cently from the most engros<ing onerous official duties connected with
active out-d fons in the Settlement Department. The
exigencies of the Public Service threatened in the fature to Jeave the
Author less than the minimum of leisure he could eke out here to fure,
and the issue of the long contemplated and long cherished work conld
not therefore be further delayed: And thus, with these few explanatory
remarks, the Author now submits this work as a first attempt of its
kind for the indulgent acceptance of the public.

Wardha C. P. }

TN S .
June 1894. JAGANNATH PRASAD
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