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FOREWORD

The following pages embody a systematic course of
studies in some of the more important branches of Indian
philosophical thought. It isin asense the first attempt
of its kind in Hindi, nay in many of the Indian vernacu-
lars. Isolated writinus, both critical and expositional but
mostly historical, bearing on isolated bistorical problems
or isolated eystems of ancient and medieval Indian
thought have appeared from time to time in the verna-
cnlar, but a comprehensive study embracing different
schools is rarely to be found. The fact is that students
of general Indion philosopy, equally interested in all its
branches and with the necessary equipment of a direct
knowledge of the source books in originul supplemented
by an acquaintance with the modern methods of criticism
and analytical approach, are few in number. And expo-
nente in Hindi are fewer still. TFor even those who
bavo the requisite qualification to handle the subject
successinlly employ Enulish as their medinm of expres-
sion, being probably prompted to do so by a desire to
command, or to appeal to, a wider and in some respects
a more appreciative circle of readers. The consegquent
loss to Hindi literature is evident The author is, there-
fore, to be sincerely congratnlated on the great pains he
has taken to bring out the results of his studies in Hindi,
the vernacular of the province.

Indian plnlo:ophy. including the earlier uneystem-
atic specuiations in the Upanishads and the canonical
literature of the Jains and the Buddhists, derives its
interest not only from its diversity, nnthuity and
contmmty. but also from its breadth of vision and
in some phases from its dialectical subtleties. The
present work which is intended, as an introductory hand-



book, for the uge of general readers, cannob, of course,
be expected to show in its pagea all the gualitiss which
characterise Indian thought as such and mark it out as
a unique contribution to the culture of the world. The
author has, nevertheless, sncceeded in bringing together
within the brief compass of a small compendium most
of the leading topics of the different popular systems
with snch (iscussion and comment as are deemed ne-
cesrary for a faithful and 1ucid interpretation.

Apart from the original treatises in Sanskrit, the
writer has utilised on occasions the important works in
English bearing on the subject. The short biblivgraphical
note, at the end of the book, will prove naeful for further
reference, but it seems to me that a slight expansion of
this note in the light of the latest publications in the
different spheres of Indian philogophical enquiry wounld
have added to the value of the book.

In the interest of thoroughness, it appears to me,
a brief survey of the prominent S’aiva and S’akta gystems
ag wel] as of the Pancharitra school should have found
a place, in the manner of tbe Nimbarka and other minor
Vais’pava systems. in the supplementary chapter, The
omission will not, however, be so keenly felt as the work
pw ports to be a popular manual, with its secope confined
to the better known systems,

The author wi€lds a facile yen and knows how to
marshal his arguments well. He has an admirable com-
mand of the data of his knowledge and is al ways critical
in his outlook. It is to be hoped that the work which
reprerents the first attempt in an altogether unexplored
field will be received with great sympathy by the Hindi-

reading public and be highly appreciated by the students
of Indian philosophy.

BRNARTS GOPI NATH KAVIRAJ
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