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PRESIDENCY DIVISION.

Prosidency Division.—A. Commissionership of Bengal extend-
E,ng irom the (Ganges on the north fo tho Bay of Bengal on the

onth and lyz'ng botween 21° 31’ and 24° 52’ N., and 87° 49’ and
39° 58' E. The head-quarters of tho Commissioner are ab
Calourra, and the Division includes 6 Distriots with ares,
population and rovenue as shown below:—

Land revento and
Dissmen, LU R
Tupees,

PArRADAS cii  ae e ae 4548 2,078,350 on,88
Coleutta oo e o0 em 33 &47,%00 18
hitiliy W e e s 2,0 1,087,491 10,04
Murshidstgd o e e 143 1,333,184 12,14
Jegrora e s me e 8,028 1,813,153 10,60
Khulnk W oam e e 4,765 1,063,043 0,29
‘ Torar, ... 17,002 8,003,008 03,47

Norp.~Calcatta 15 not strictly speaking a District of the Presidency Diclslon, but It is
) mt‘nl and convenient 10 troat i assuch, In the Report of the Census'of 1901 the orea of the
1}3-Farzanns was shown av 8,000 square miles, excluding the Sundwihany: the area Sxures

iven ahovo wore mpplied by l‘{»u Surviyor-General ; they include 2,911 square miles in the
jundatbans. Thearea of Khulns includes 2658 square mlles in the Sundarbans,

Tho population was 7,427,343 in 1872 and 8,211,986 in 1881 ;
1891 it had grown to 8,635,126 and in 1901 to 8,993,028.
"here are 914 persons to the square mile compared with'474 in
Bengal as a whole. Fifty per cent. of the population are Hindus
nd 49 per cent. Musalmins; the remaining 1 per cent. includes
2,416 Christians, of whom 380,993 are natives, 12,842 Animists,
,005 Buddhists, 2,245 Jains and 1,938 Brahmos. The area of

ubsequently to Ballal Sen’s division of Bagri (or Bagdi). The

‘n the east by the Madhumati, and forms the western extremity

{f tho Ganges delta. - Its northern Districts have been

jyraduslly raised above flood-level, snd the great rivers, which

Hormerly flowed through them, have shrunk to insignificance, and

o longer fulfil their old functions of depositing silt and supplying
B
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good drinking water, Their head-waters have beant silted up and
their channels are often so high that thoy ere no longer able to
owrry off the drainago of the surrounding oountry, whioh has thus
become far loss houlthy and fertilo than it was formerly. The
Distriol of Khulna is an osception to thess conditions and still
forms part of the true delta. ~Along the' senconst in the south
of tho 24-Porganss and the Khulni Distriots, the Suxpansaxs
extend over an arca of 5,620 square miles, This {ract is a
rogion of low-lying islands intérsected by a network of rivers end
oross chonnels. In the northit is being gradually reclaimed for
oultivation, whilo in the south it is covered by valuablo forests, and
on {he seabonrd tho process of lnnd-making is still going on.
Central Bengal posscesos fow dislinetivo ethnieal fontures, but its
southorn portion is tho main habitat of the Pods, who are closely
sllied to tho Chandals, and who with thom aro probably the
descendants of the fixst of tho Mongolian invaders from the north.
oast. The Knibaritas and Bagdis have overflowed from West
Bengel and the Chandals from the east.

Tho Division conlains 46 towns and 20,496 villages, The
wrban population forms 16 per cent. of tho whole; the greater part
of it is found in Calontta and in its great industrial suburbs on the
banks of the Hooghly river, Tho principnl industries in these
towns aro tho manufacture of gunny-bags, tho baling of jute ¥
oxport, paper mnking and ootion spioning, Murshidibad District
18 opo of tho seats of tho silk industry. Tho largest towns ar.
Cavcurra (847,74C), with its suburbs Oossirore-Crirrun (40,750) ,l
ManikTALA (32,387), GarDEN Rraci (88,211), Sourn Suburss
(26,374) and BarANaGar (25,432) ; Saxtirun (26,898), Krnisx:
NAGAR (24,547), Beruavpore (24,397), Nauiamt (23,753) an
Buareara (21,640). Among its other towns may be mentione

ABADWIP, gn ancient onpitj of the 8en kings of Bengal, an
Munsipapap for many yeams the seat of the Muhammad
Nuwibs. The carly hisfory of Calouttn is intimately assooiate
wilh the beginning of British rule in Indin.

, 24-Parganas.—Distriot in tho Presidonoy Division of Benga
lying bolween 21° 81 and 22° 57 N., and 88° 2’ and 89° 6’ i)
'm.th an area of 4,844 square miles, including 2,941 squar;
milos in the Bundarbans, Pho Distriet derived its namo from th
number of fisenl divisions (parganas) comprised in tho * zamindi
of Culoutta,” which was ceded to tho Jinsl Indin Company i
1757, by Mir Jafar, the Nawhb Nazim of Bengal, It oxtends i
o reclangular shnﬁo, somo 50 milos in breadth, along the ea
bank of the.Ilooghly xiver from tho Biighor Zhal, 25 miles nort]
of Caloutta, southwards to the sen. It is bounded on the no
by the Districts of Nadii and J ©asoro; on the cast by Khulnsi; o
the wost by tho Hooghly river ; and on the south by the Bay o
Bengul. Caloutts covers an aren of 32 square miles and is no

f




24-PARGANAS DISTRICT. 3

included in the District, though the Collector of the 24-Parganas
is Colloctor of land roevenue in Calcutta and cxercises magisterial
functions over the suburbs.

The District occupies the south-west corner of the Gangetio
dolta, and is divided info two tracts of very different charac-
toristics by tho boundary of the Bundarbans, which runs
dingonally north-castwards from a point on the western boun-
dary ncar the head of Sagar Island and outs the eastern boun-
dery in the latitude of Caloutta. South of this line lie the
Sunparnavs, o half-formed deltaio traot occupying three-fifths
of tho Distriot, cut up by a net-work of tidel chennels into
innumerable islets, the more northerly of which are embanked
and grow rich crops of rice, while a fringo along the coast is
covered with mangrove serub and forest. The nerthern tract is
charaoteristio of tho upper delta of Central Bengal, a land of
dead and dying rivers, whoso beds are out of reach of the scour of
the tides, and of great rice swamps, which will never now be
filled, becauso the rivers which should perform this office are lock-
3(1 into Elheir channels by the high banks'of silt which they have

eposited. -

PIndustrinl activity is concentrated in a narrow strip of fore-
shoro along the bank of the Hooghly river, extending from Budge-
Budge & fow miles below Caleutta to the northern limits of the
Distriet. This river frontage is denscly populated, and almost
‘overy yard of it is vccupied either by jute mills or by crowded
bazars. Behind this strip {he level drops, the drainage is obstructed,
and the country is uniiealthy and decadent until the ecastern
Limits of tho District are approached. Here the Jamuna river
causes another rise in the surface, and this tract closely resembles
Lastern Bongal and is inhabited by sturdy Muhammadans who
raiso abundant sugarcane and jute orops. In the north, the
wonotonous level og the rico swnmgs is broken only by the clumps
of palms and fruit frees in which the villago hamlets nestle, . The
broad reaches of the Hooghly are alive with traffic from the
wumbering barge to the swift dinghy and noisy steam launch, while
zho river banks present & diversified panorama of mill chimneys
and brick factories, interspersed with Hindu temples and go
gardens of country houses, B .
| The river system is derived from the Ganges and its disirib-
‘utaries, cach river forming the centre of a minor system of
Jinterlacing distribntarfes of ifs.own. Many of these.change their
,nomes at different parls of their course, re-enter. their parent
channels, and then break away again or temporarily combine with
other rivers until they reach their final staﬁo as estusries as they
near the sea.  The prinoipal rivers are the Hoosyrwy, Bidyadhari,
Piali and Jamowa, sll.nayigable by the largest native boats
throughout the year, besides the great estuaries in the Sundarbans.

B2
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Theso arms of the sea, proceeding from east to west, are the
Reimangal, Matla, Jamira and the Hooghly, or Burh# Mantreswar
2s tho mouth is locally called. The original course of the Hooghly
was identical with the present Tolly's Nulloh ns far os Gariya about
8 miles south of Oaleut{a, from which point it ran to the sea in
o south-ensterly direction. Tho old channel, which is still trace-
ablo fora considerable distanco, has long ago dried up, and the bed
now consists of o sories of shallow pools. Many large Hindu
villages aro situnted on the banks of the old strenm, which is called
tho Adi or original Gangs, Tho Bidy#dhar] is a tidal river which,
aftor o cirenitous courso through the south-west of the Distriet,
flows into the AfAtla estuary at Caxxine. Tho Piili is a cross.
stream from the-Bidyddhari to tho Mitla, The Jamuna flows
across tho north-cast corner of the Distriol and forms part of the
easlorn boundary. Tho so-called Balt Water Liako is a low basin,
east of Oalcutla, which is slowly filling with silt deposited by tidal
channels from the Bidyadharl river. Tho Balli swamp in the
norih-cast of tho District is being gradually drained and reclaimed.

Geology. Tho surface is covered by rccent alluvium, consisting of sandy
clay ond sond along the course of the rivers, and fine silt con-
solidaling info elay in the other paris of the river plain,

Botany. The strotches of low-lying land under rice culivation afford a
foot-hold for numerous marsh species, while the pond and ditches
aro filled with submerged ond floating water-plants, Remarkablo
among these on account of its presenco in Turope on the one
hand and Australin on the other, is the fonting Drosera Aldrovanda,
Tho edges of sluggish orocks are lined with large sedges and
bulrushes, and the banks of rivers have a hedge-like shrub junglo.
The sides of embankments and village sites, whero not occupied
by habilations, are denscly covered with village shrubberies of
semi-spontancous species, often interspersed with clumps of planted
bamboos and groves of Arcen, Moringa, Mangifera, and Anona. A
very largo proportion of the grasses and weeds have been inadvert.
ently introduced by human agenoy and include European, AT«
and American speocios.

Fauna. The Sundarbans contain many deer ound tiger, and - :
ostuaries swarm with alligators and with tho Gangotie, crocodile.
In the north, leopards are oscasionally met with, and there are s

fow wild hogs.
Climate The mean temporaturo for tho year-is 78° varying from
and 66° in January to 86° in May.  The highest mean maximum is

tomperse 96° in April. The highest tomperaturo recorded was 108° in
) 1901, Humidity is high throughout the year and rises to 90 per
cent. in July. The normal fainfall for the year is 62 inches,
of which 66 inohos fall in Mey, 10°6 in. June, 12'5 in July,
132 in August, 9'1 in Beptombor ‘and 68"in Ootober. Less

than 2 inches fall in each of {he remaining months. '
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Tho cyclone of Ootober 1864 did immense damnge in the
south of the Distriot. A storm-wave 11 feot high rushed over the
Diamond arbour sub-division, and the loss of life was estimated*
at 12,000. The earthquake of June 1897 caused serious, injury
to masonry buildings in all parts of the District. The floods of
Soplember 1900 caused wide-spread damage to the rice crops,
ospecially in tho ill-drained area between Oaleuita and Diamond
Harbour. .
. Inthe dawn of history the country south of the Padma Histery.
between the Bhagirathi and the old course of the Brahmaputra
was Jmown as Vanga or Banga, & name since given to the whole
Provinco. Its pooplo are deseribed in the Raghubansa as living
in boats and as growing transplanted rico, The 24-Parganas
lay to the extreme south of this tract and probably did not
‘'omorgoe from the waters of tho Bay before the seventh century.
Towards the end of the tenth century this country passed along
with tho rest of Bongal proper under tho sway of the Sen
dynesty, and- in 1203 it was overrun by the Afghans under
Mubammad-i-Bakhtyar IChilji. Nothing definite, however, is
known of the District till 1495, when a Bongal poem mentions
several still well-known river-side villages, including Caleutta,
oxtonding along the Adi Gnnga river from Bhatpdra to Baruipur.

In tho 16th century the Distriot formed part of the sgrkdr (1
or division of Satgaon, which embraced also portions of the prosent
Hooghly and Nadia Districts. Satgaon on tho Saraswati, near
the modern Hooghly, was at that timo a great emporium of trade,
but when the Portugueso began to froquent the Hooghly river,
about 1530, their ships could not sail with safety above Garden
Reach, and their goods were sent up to Sitgaon in small boats.
‘As tho Saraswati silted up, Sitgaon lost its importance, and in the
‘middle of the 16th century native traders came and settled at
Gobindpur, tho site of tho present Fort William in Calcuita. The
Portuguesoalso established amart at Sttanuti,the heart of modern
Calcufta. A century later the English, who hed meanwhile estab-
tshed a factory at Hooghly, were compelied to retire to Stténuti,

ut it was not until 1690 that the foundations of tho present
gnlmttfn.“'ere definitely laid by Job Charnock. The rebellion of

ubha Singh, in 1696, gave the opportunity for fortifying the
_tox;;a, nncll it becamo thenceforth the stronghold of British influence
{m Bengal, ) .

After the battle of Plassey in 1757, the Nawib Nazim of
Bengal, Mir Jafar, ceded to the East India Comﬁnny-a tract of
country which lay prix;:li}mlly to the eouth of Calcutta and com-
prised about 882 squave miles known as the samindari of Caleutts,
or the 24-Parganas zamindéri.  Under this grant the Company
acquired tho rights of s zamindsr, and in the following year
they obtained, from the emperor’s chief revenue officer, a ditwdni
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aanad, which particularized tho-land held by them and fixed the
assessmont at Rs. 2,22,968: In 1759 the emperor confirmed “the
grent by o farmdn which gavo: the Company a perpotunl heritable
jurisdiotion- ovor tho land,' Meanwhile, by o deed of gift ése-
onted in 1759, Lord Clive had been presonted, as a reward for
sorvices rendered by him to the Delhi emperor, with the revenue
of tho District due from the Company, and this sum continued to
be paid to him till Lis death in 1774, when, by a deed sanclioned
by the omperor, the whole proprictary right in the land ‘and
revenues reverted {o the Company. *. )

Tho Barnaokrone Cantonmont, 15 miles north of Caleutta,
played o part in {wo mutinics. In 1824 tho 47th '.Re%iment
refused to start for Burmn, fearing that they would be compelled toi
proceed by%en, Europenniroops and artillery were morohed from
Caloutta, and the gunuers opened fire upon the mutinous regiment
which broke and fled. Many of tho mutineers were fhot or hanged,
and tho regiment was disbanded. It was at Bnrrackroro that the
first sparks of the Mutiny of 1857 were kindled, Tho story -of
Mangal Pando's outbreak and of the disbandment of {ho 24th
Rogi‘mont is too woll known to noed ropetition. - ’

ho robollion of Titn Mian is not so well known, This
man bolonged to tho Wahéibi seot of Muhammadan fanatics, and
was oxoited to rebellion in 1831 by & beard-tax imposed by Hindu
land-holdors. o colleoted o foree of insurgonts, 8,000 strong,
and out to pioces a dotachment of Oalouita militin which was sent
against .lum. Tho Magistrate colleoled re-inforcomonts, but they
wero driven off the field, Evoniually the insurgents wero defeated
by & forco of rogulars, and their stockade was taken by assault.

With theso exceptions, tho history of tho District sinée ity
cession in 1757 has beon unoventful, and is principaily a recor3
of constant boundary changes. These wore all in the dircotio
of inoresso until 1882, by which dnto the aren had grown t
9,693 squaro miles. Tho transfer of the Satkhira gub-divisio
to thlnﬁ in that yonr reduced the Distriot to its presen
prolé)[?rhons. . . . :

ho population of the present area inoreaced from 1,681,448 iy
1872 to 1,690,771 in 1881, to 1,891,288 in 1891 and to 2,078,35!¢
in 1901, Thobirth and death rates are much lower than the mea:
for tho wholo of Bengal ; & great preponderance of males is th
reason for the low birth-rato, and o low death-rate is & corollar)
to a low birth-rate, Fover is responsiblo for the gronter part of th
deaths, but the mortality due to cholera i also considerable. Th

banks of the Hooghly are wholesome enough, as a good supply

of dnnkmmi,r water is obtained from {he river, and tEo drainage
asgos easily to the low swamps to the enstward. Tho salt breczes
rom the Bay of Bengal provent the growth' of noxious under-
growth in tho south, which is, however, iablo to cholera owing {o &
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doflcient water-supply. The most unhealthy tract is the depressed
aron in the north, which is water-logged owing to the silting up
of the «drainnge channels, and- mosquitoes breed freely in the
stagnant pools whioh fester in nll directions. .The drinking water
is obtained- from tanks polluted by surface drainage, and all the
conditions . favourable o tho spread of the “Nadid fover” are

resent.,
z lTho_ principal statistics of the ceneus of 1901 are reproducdd
clow :— s

-

Number of Pereeptage | Number
Ares in Porul tE;oxmln. of variation |, of
Sup-pivisIoN. | square ‘g‘:nb «'Iﬂn‘iﬁ' lnm&lﬁon g‘l‘:?:?;
miles. {rowns, | Villsges. wite. | 1801and | read and
1081, write.
Alipore e 1,168 ] 1653 71,260 577 18 | maoe
Bul u;:'hl of Cal. 10 3 . 101,343 | 10,135 4158 17,433
cutin,
Hareackporo® .. 100 112 163 20,311 1,088 3.0
Rioat o de | E| | ceeaw | mp 2| B
Rastrhat o 1,823 3 020 378,187 b i) + 721 2R
m;omond Har- 1,853 1,878 400,143 850 +14-4 | 066,035
ar, - i
Bundarbanst ... e 7 20| . ~G4-2 00
DISTRICT TOTAL | 1 4,84 25 8032 | 2078850 ] -, % 00 {39600 ¢

® Rarrackpors tub-divicion wos {ormed out of-parts of tho hesd-quatters nnd BiErEeat
sub-divisious in 1004, . .

4 Mast of the po;]:luhtlnn of thh Sundarbans hay heen includet in the figures for the head.
narters and Basirhit sub.divisions, within which the Sundarbanslie, Thore aro & few
rood.cutiers, ete., for whom wrmuto census arrangements were made,

$ Lzclnding HElsahar, which wa» constituted a sepurate manicipslity in 1003,

No less than a fifth of the whole population is urban, Cossi-
rore-CnrTrur, Manixrara. Ganpes Rsach, Sovrr Sovrurss and
ToLryausar are ruburban towns, which for the most part belong.
ed to tho Caloutts municipality until 1889. The hend-quarters
are ot Avteurg, with the limits of Calcutta municipality., The
other industrial towns are BARANAGAR (25,432) with Kastanmarr
adjoining it, Namars with Havisanar and BaaTeara adjoinin
it, TiracarK, Bunce-BuncE and Garvria. Bupse.-Buberis soutﬁ
of Calcutta, but the remeining towns form, with South Barnacxk-

oRE, North Barrackpore and PANIHATIL an almost unbroken
ino of river frontage northwards from Calcutta to mnear the
confines of the Distriet. North and South Dusm-Dua include
the Dum-Dum cantonment and its neighbourhood, and Bastrar
and Barasat are sub-divisional* head-quarters,

The growth of the population has not béen uniform thronghout
the District. The north-central thinns are stationary or decadent
owing to defectivd drainnge and malarial conditions, which are
driving tho inhabitants into Calentta. On the other hand, a
phenomenal oxpansion has taken place in tho industrial tract on
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the bank of the Hooghly river, whilo the rapid progress of
reclamation hos attracted numerous settlers to tho Sundarbsns.
During the last decade the riparian population has grown by
12 per cent., and the Sundarban population by no less then
24 per cont. ; on the other hand tho northern and contral thanas
have remained stationary. Tho population is very dense along the
Hooghly to the north of Caleutta; but tho density for the whole
District is low owing {o the inclusion of the sparsely inhabited
Sundarbans, which cover 2,941 square miles, or three-fifths of ils
nrea,

Tho main tide of migration sols frém the castern Distriots of
the United Provinces and from Bihir {o the mills on the banks
of the Hooghly. A largo number of labourers cross annually from
Midnaporo to Diamond Harbour and are employed as harvesters or
in ropairing ombankments and clearing jungle in the Sundar-
bans, A number of immigrants from Chotd Nagpur have alse
goffled in the Sundnrbans whero they aro known us Bunds, No
less than 10 por cent. of the ({no ulation cnumerated in 1901 were
born outside tho Distriet, and thero wero more than two males for
overy femalo immigrant. As a consequence, thero ero only 902
fomnles for every I,000 mnles of tho population. Bengali is the
languago spoken by tho natives of {he District. Hindus number
1,310,161 or 63 por cont. of the population and Musalméns 763,260
or 36 por cent.; the latter are most numerous in the north-east,
whero they actually outnumber the Hindus. Christinns (14,000)
are moro numerous than in any othor Bengal District except
Ranchi, and Furopeans (3,000) than in any other Distriof.

Thelr The costes most largely represented are aboriginal. The -
castesnnd Pods (295,000) ero nunerieally tho most important and aro
tions, . divided into {wo classes, {he Padma Raj, or Vratya Kshattriya,
living by cultivation and regarding themselves as superior {o the

fishing Pods, Similar in rank and origin aro the Kaibarttas
(207,000), who agnin olaim to bo divided into a higher class

known as tho Chasi or Mahisya, and o lower the Jaliys. ° =

Baigdis (94,000) aro another non-Aryan community. Among th.

Aryan castes, Brahmans (77,000), Ahirs (64,000) and Kayasths

(84,000) aro the most numerous, Of tho remaindor Tiyars (fisher

men), Napits (barbers), Muchis (leather drossers) and Sadgops, a
cultivating caste, are also well represented. The Kaords (63,000)

are o low oaste of criminal prodlivities, who largely man the

ranks of the village watch, Noarly all the Musalméns are Shaikhs

* (674,000) or ds/af (122,000). These with tho funotional castes,

e.g., Jolahdis (18,000), aro probably descendants of converts, as
distinguished from the immigrant Pathéns (14,000) and Saiyids

(8,000). Out of every 100 porsons 62 are dependent on

agriculture, 18 on industry and 1 on commereg, while 2 belong to
the professional classes, ) . K
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Of the 14,000 Ohristinns 11,000 are natives of India; of gl';ﬂsﬁﬂ'"

theso 4,000 belong to the Anglican Communion, 2,800 are Roman ™ >
Oatholics, and the remeinder are Baptists, Congregationalists or
Mothodists. Missionary effort dates from the beginning of the
19th contury and has met with most success among the aboriginal
castes in the south of the District. A large number of sects and
donominations are at work, They have several masonry Churches,
and their cducational work is epecially important. The Church
of England is represented by the Society for the Propagation of
tho Gospcl and the Church Missionary Society. Tho former
commenced work in 1823. Both are epgaged in pastoral and
educationnl work, and, under the auspices of the former Society,
the Clewer Sisters maintain 30 girls' schools in the Sundarbans.
The London Missionary Society maintains 2 high schools at
Bhawsnipur, ond o first-grade collego as well as elementary
schools. The Baptist Missionary Socioty, the Wesleyan Mission,
tho American Mothodist Church, the Women’s Union Missionery
Society and the Church of Scotland also carry on important mis-
sionary and educational work. The Roman Catholic Church con-
duots missionary and edueationn) work in the Sundarbans.

Tho surface has been formed by recent alluvial deposits, and, General
with the osception of strips of high land along the banks of the 387!
rivers, the whole country is low and swampy and tends to become cinditions
water-logged whenever the rainfall is in excess. This is specinlly snd |
tho caso with tho great basin shut in between the Dinmond Principst
Harbour Railway and the Hooghly embankments, as well as the P
similar tract esst of the Enstern Bengal State Railway and the
Balli Bil. In theso cases the drainage channels are inadequate
to remove any excossive rainfall.

The salient agricultural statistics for 1903-04 are shown below,

" aress boing in square miles :—

SUD-DITISION. Total, | Cultivated. c“}:::;':_’h Forosts.
Alipore s 1,164 634 167 817
Subnrbs of Caleutta ... 10 6§ 2 e
Barrackpore we o 190 132 T 27 s
Barasat e e 276 103 .. 89 e
Basirhat .. . | 1,922 336 =" 278 1,140

t] Diawond Barbour .., 1,283 ] 184 301
' TOTAL .. | 4584 1668 | - 694 | 1568

The only crops of real importance are rice 'and jute, the

former occupying 1,517 and the latter 125 square miles. The
winter rice crop, which accounts for nearly -four-fifths of the
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total cultivated aven, is usually transplanted, Pulses aro largely
grown in the wintor, and sugareane occupiey p considerablo area
in tho north-enst, . . . . .o

Improve Cultivation is spreading vory rapidly in {he Sundarbans, and

mentsin gll over tho District the swamps are heing pradually drained

:E;}‘f““ ond rcolaimed. Under.tho Land Imm‘m'eil\ent Lonans Adt money,

practier, i8 occasionally borrowed for tho coustructinn of ombankmentsin
the Sundarbans, and, after the floods of 1990, about Ris. 21,000
was lont to tho sufferors to enmable them to purchaco cattlo and
seed-grain,

Cattle. The cattlo bolong to the degenerate breeds common in Lower
Bengal.  They are doteriorating owing to tha cultivation of
pasture londs nnd to the abandonment of thy practico of dedicat-
ing bulls, whioh are no longer allowed to Yhyroed unmolested, but
are sold in the towns for eari-work. Diminytive goats are.pum-
erous, but ponies, sheop and buffaloes arg genrce. Important
fairs aro held nt Sacar Island in January gnd at Hanva at the
ond of Fobruary. In Novomber tho Marwiyis held a gathering
at the Pinjrapol, 15 miles north of Caloutts, where thoy maintein

" an asylum for broken-down eattle. A veterinary college is
wwikohlishad ot Dnjeiahic. :

Irrigation.  Water from tanks and road-side diteheg i omployed to o
trivinl oxtent in irrigating sugareano and gardon crops, but as
cultivation suffors far moro frequently from too much than from
too little waler, mtificinl irrigation is but littly ueod. .

Foreats. A tract on tho southern faco of the Sundorhans forms = Pro-
tooted forest, but cultivation is rapidly enerofching upon it, and no
less than 448 squarc miles wore disforesteq during the decade
ending in 1803.04, leaving 1,758 square mileg a4 the present area,
The principal timbor is gardn (Ceriops eandolbinnn), geod (Ercrrcnn‘a‘
agallwoha) and keord (Sonneratia ap-tala), whily among minor forest
produce may be reokoned golpatn (Nipa fruliomm), hantal (Phenia
paludosa), reods, honay, wax, and sholls ugeq for making lime,
The forest roceipts in 1903-04 amounted to Re, 50,000, and thr
expenditure was Re. 18,000, The rocoi'ptg on acoount of th
produce of loased lands amounied to Rs. 23,000,

Arts and No hand industries of any importance avg carried on, Imita.

znnnufuc- tion lookﬂ are mado at Nﬁ{ﬁ"ﬂrh, and bﬂmlms nnd con)'bs’ ohear

We  ghoes and common ombroi?lory are mamyfgetured. A litle
cotton is woven, and knives, utonsils and mats are made. Small
sugnr faolories oxist in the north of the Dislxjot, but the industry.
is deolining. Tanneries and soap manufactyys exhaust the list of
looui?imlualries.(1 tr -

actory industries are important, as t! imi
Port of Cnlcutta and the mmI1’y monns ofl’go,ﬁﬁf,:ﬁ,’:ﬂofwﬂ‘ﬁ
the interior, both by rail and river, afford speoial facilities to
meanufacture on the banks of the Hooghly. In 1908 ng many a3
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76 ‘out of the 259 factories in Bengal were situated in the
R4.Parganas, and at the end of 1904 there were 79 factories at
work cmploying 124,000 hands. The list of industries is a lIong ono,
a9 it inofudcs jute pressing and weaving, cotton spinning, paper
making, sugar refining, ship building, the manufacture by Govern-
ment of arms and ammunition, of uniforms for the troops and of
telegraph stores, sonp making, iron founc'lm , leather tanning, rope
spinning, shellao manufacture, bone grinding, oil pressing, brick
meking and the rofinement of saltpetre. Pefroleum is also stored
in bulk and subsequently filled in tins at Budge-Budge.

The operatives are largely up-couniry men, and they aro for
the most part miserably housed in crowded hovels; bui factory
owners have dono much of lnte years to ameliorate the conditions
of their lifo by improving the water-supply and by constructing
wholesome dwellings for them. . .

By far the most iml’:ortant Industries nre tho weaving of jute
into gunny bags and tho pressing of the raw product for export,

Tho manufacture of gunnies hes been largely diverted of late
years from Dundee to the banks of the Hooghly, and nearly one-
third of the jute erop is now manufactured in Bengal. The first
. start was made about fortj years ago, but most of the mills have
been opened since 1880.  In 1904 the Distriet contained 24 mills
employing 84,000 hands; they possessed nearly 12,000 looms and
their oulturn was valued at nearly 6 crores or 4 million sterling.,
The jute presses aro found in the northern suburbs, The industr
started in 1873, and in 1904 as many as 11 presses wero af, wor
which employed over 8,000 hands., There are 5 cotton mills
which manufacturo cotfon yarn or twist for the local and China
markets. The industry dates from 1875 and employs 5,000 opera-
: ti;os l;J:ho outturn in 1901 was 5,700 tons of Yern valued at nearly
. 33 lakhs,
}  Two paper mills, employing 2,000 hands, had in 1903-04 an
t outturn of &,778 tons, valued at nearly 27 lakhs; and fhere are
also 21ao factories with 500 operatives, The remaining industries
'{ are of minor importance; they include a soap factory, 4 iron works,
"12 ice factories, 2 oil mills, 1 (Slk faotory, 1 rice mill, 1 sugar
‘|factory ond 4 saltpetre refinerics. Besides these, thero is a gmall-
jarms and ammunition factory at Dum-Dum, o foundry and
‘shell factory at Cossipore and a rifle factory at Ichapur,

The only articles imported by il in any quantity are coal from Com.
Raniganj and the Manbhiim District, jute from Enst and North merce,
Bengal. and linseed from Caleutta and Bihar ; the conl and jute go
to the mills, Raw cotton is obtained by the mills from Berar
and the Central Provinces, rice-from Backergunge, Burdwin

and Khulni, and paddy from *Birbhiim and Bogra. Somse
grom and palses are imported from Nadia and Jessore, and a
little sugar comes from the latier District, Imported kerozene ojl
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is sent up-couniry from Budge-Budge, a certain amount of rieo is
exportcd to Caleutta, and gunoy bags manufactured in the mills,
are despaiched to Caleuita aud up-country, The water communi-
oations aro coxerllont and carry an extonsivo {rade in country
produco, A considorablo oxport takes place by road into Caloeutta
of animals, vegetables, cto., ns well as of straw, bricks, Lamboos
and ofher local products and manufactures,

Roftways,  Tho Enstern Bengal State Railway runs from Caleutta to the
northern boundary of tho District, anil tho contral seotion of that
railway follows a north-easterly courso through Barasat and Iabm
townrds Jessoro. Other lines run from Caleutia to Budge-Budge,
Dinmond Isrbour and Port Cauning ; and a light railway from
Basirhat to Barfisat has recently been opened, The total length
of the railways ia about 158 miles.

Roads. Inoluding 983 miles of villege roads, the Distriet contains
1,344 miles of numetalled and 241 miles of metalled roads mnin.
{ained by iho District board. The Grand Trunk Rond runs north
from Chleutta along tho river bank to Palta (14 miles), whero the
Hooghly is crossed by a ferry and the rond passes to the west bk
of tho river. The Plassey road continues north along the east bank
to the houndary of the Disrict, The Jessore rond pnsses through
Dum-Dum and Barisat and maintains o north-ensterly direction
to the Distriot boundary. ‘The ronds routh of Caleufta are the
Dismond Harbour road, the Oriesa Trunk Road which crosses the
Hooghly by n ferry at Achipur, and the Bistupur road which runs
duo south, throug Bﬁrui;y)ur, for 29 miles, ~ Tho chief cast and
west cross-roads aro the T'aki road from DBirdsat to DBasirhat,
along which a lighl railway with 8 stations has beon Inid, and the
continuation of this rond westwards to Barrackpore. The Caleutta

Eleetric  Tloolric Tramways oxtend in the 24-Parganas Distriot for helf o

teamways milo nlong tho Jessore rond to Belgachin, and for {ho same
distanco southwards to Tollygunge.

Water ~ Thoe Cavourra AND EasrmnN OaNars form tho waterway by

cotions " which tho rico of Enstorn Bongal is poured into Caloutia nnd "have
their torminus at Dhépa, 5 miles onst of Fort William. The'

inco]{fion of the systom is duo to Major Tolly, who in 1777

conalized en old bed of the Ganges, called affor him Toury’s

Nurta, which conneets Kidderpore with the Bidyadhari rivert

Thore are now throo groal routes botween Calouita and the chief,

rice—growing Distriots. The ono generally used is the innor

Sundarbans passnge, which starling from Dhiapa, follows the

Belidghite and Bhingar, conoels and thenee pnsses by the Sibsa

river to Khulna, Tho oyter Bundarbans passago, which is used by

heavily-laden boats, runs* from Samukpots, 20 miles south-cast
of Ooloutts, along the Bidyadhari wiver to Canning and then
strikes to tho north-cast; it is connocted with the south of

Ounloutta by Tolly’s Nullah and with the north of that city by
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the Belisghats and Ciroular Gonels. The third route is the
gloamer route to Gonlundo and Chandpur, which proceeds down
the IMooghly to Mud Point, and thenco turns eastwords by
the Daritale Creck botween Sagar Island and the meinland, and
works its way through various crecks and chonnels fo Barisil,
Passonger steamers ply on the Hooghly from Caloutta to Naihati,
from Caleutto to Kakdwip on the meinland opposite Sigar Island,
and from Diamond Harbour to Tongri. Steamers also traverse
tho Tehfimali and Jamuna rivers from Taki to Charghat, 4 miles
from Gobardanga, Much of the {raffio is carried on by large
boats from the eastern Districts, The local boat is called pansi,
bat on tho narrow ond ehallow waterwnys most ‘of the twork is
dono with dug-outs known as dongd or salti.

There are 53 ferrics under the control of the Distriet board,
tho most important being the Uttarbhég ferry across the Piali
river, tho Ilajipur ferry across the creck at Liawond Harbour,
and {he DBudge-Budge and Ohardmadéri ferries across the
Hooghly. Other forries on the Hooghly river belong either
to the (Fovernment or to tho riparian munieipalities.

TFor administrative purposes the District is divided inio & sub- District
divisions with head-quarters at Avirors, Barrackrore, BARASAT, :1‘3".'.
Basinar ond Diavoxp Hansour. At Alipore aro stationed |, iackr.
the Magisirate-Collector, n Joint Magistrate, an Assistant Magis-
{rate and 9 Dopuly Magistrate-Colloctors. Thesuburbs of Caleutta
are policed by the Calcutta force, but cases are tried at police
courts at Aliporo and Sealdah by 2 Deputy Magistrates subordinate
to the District Magistrate of the 24-Yarganas, ' he Barrackpore
sub-division is in oharge of o member of the covenaonted oivil
gervice, and cach of the other sub-divisions of a Deputy Magis-
trate-Collector, the sub-divisional officer at Basirhat being assisted
by one sub-deputy collecfor and at Diamond Harbour by 2 sub-
deputy colleetors, The Collector of the 24-Pargunas is cr-officio
Collector of land rovenuo in Caloutta, but the revenue is collected
by an officer styled the Deputy Collector of land revenue, who
is also tho Collector of stamp revenue and Superintendent of
exciso revenue in Caleuttn and in so much of the 24-Parganas
District as is under the jurisdietion of the Calcutta police; in
theso functions he is independent of tho Collector of the
24-Pargonas, An Assistant Inspector-General of Government Rail-
way Dolice is stationed at Seal '

Tho civil courts sre thoso of the District end Sessions Judgre, Cisil snd
2 Additional District and Sessions Judges; of “whom one is n%so’ criminal
Additional Judge of Hooghly and the bther is a special land Jmetice-
acquisition jx;dge,d 24 Sxib-._l'ud_ges‘ "nSS‘Alipoge, of whom 2
or¢ permanent and 2 are {ewporary; 2 Small Cause Court Judge
ot Sealdah and 15 Munsifs]_of whom 3 are stationed at Alipgfe.

4 at " Diamend Hurbour snd 2 each ot Sealdeh, Brdsat,



Lond
rovenue

14 BENOAL.

Basirhitt and Baruipur, For criminal work, in addition to the
courts of the Judgo, Additionnl Judge, the Distriot Mngistrate and
{ho slipendinry magistrates, o Conotonment Megistrate denls with
cases in tho Bnrrackporo and Dum-Dum cantenments and the
Btation Staff Officor with those in Alipore. The large number of
docoitics is a featuro of the ecriminal administration of the
Distriet, whilo the Diamond Harbour sub-divi<ion is notorious for
the numbor of wreokers and eattle thioves it contains.

The current demand for laud roveiiue in 1903-04 was 16:83
lakhs payablo by 2,012 estates, of which 1,006 with o demand of
12:64 lakhs wero permanently suttled, and 302 paying Rs. 1,07,000
ware tompomril?' soitled, tho romainder being held direct by
@Government. The District conlains a large aren managed direct
'b?' Government, and the whole of the Sundarbans is ro dealt with,
Tho most interesting estato is Panemaxsacraw, which comprises
most of the suburbs of Onlentts. It is bounded on the north by
the Baranagar estate, which was acquired by a treaty from the
Dulch in 1795, The Sihibin Dagicha is a Government estate
formed in 1790 of garden houses ovoupied by Europuans,

Ronts aro high.” Rico lands in tho head-quartors and Barfsat
sub-divisions are rented at from Rs. 6 to Rs. 12 an acre, but lower
rates provail in the other {wo sub-divisions. ILlomestead and
sugarcano lands fetch from Rs. 10 to Rs, 20 an nore.  Tho gross
rental of the Distriet,” as ascertained from 1he road and pl}bllc
worka cess valuation rolls, is 72:51 lakhs, or moro {han four times
the land revenue. T'he cultivated area in 1908-04 was estimated
al 1,664 square miles, and the incidence of the gross valuation per
acro is thereforo Rs. 6-13, of whioh only R. 1-9 reaches the
treasury, Those figures ave much above thoso for Bengal as
& whole, where tho average rental is only Rs, 3-1 and the rovenue
only 13 annas per cultivated'acro. In the Government esiates in
Diamond Harbour the averago sizo of o holding varies from 2}
to 8 neres. The general average for tho Distriot is probably from
fi to 4 acros, but in tho Sundarbans holdings aro considerably

arger. H
Tho following tablo shows the colleotions of land rovenuo and
of total rovenuo, under the principal hends, in thousands of rupoos —

1880.81.# | 1800.01, | 1000.01. | 1003.0%.'

Ra, Ra, Rs, Rs.
Land rovenue w o ' " e} 16,02 16,02 16,13 16,61
Total ‘revenua  "w. .| 2780°|" 2080 | az60 36,24

* The Distri - - |
!““,";m 'o‘l{ﬁ‘:g' 1860-81 includied, tho BAtkhim sub.division, which was subscquently
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The District contains 26 municipalitics, and their inspection Local and
aud control oceupy much of the bistrict Officer’s time and ?:r':‘:;?“
_energics. Outside” municipsl arcas, local nffairs aro mannged gone
by a District boord with sub-divisional local boards and threo
village unions at Basudebpur, Itinda and Jadurhati, The incomo
of the Distriet board jn 1908-04 was Re. 2,80,000, includ-
ing Rs. 1,590,000 derived from rates, and the espendituro was
Re. 2,92,000, of which Its, 1,78,000 was spent on civil works and
Rs. 60,000 on cduestion. ‘The District board has gunranteed
interest at the rate of 4 per eent. up to o maximum of s, 36,000
per annum on the light milway from Birdeat to Bosirhat,

The Public Works department mnintains 222 miles of Pablle
cmbankments, of which 216 miles swero constructed, snd aro kept ™orke
in repair, ol Government ¢xpense.  The mnin embankment hns a
total length of 101 miles and runs southwards along the left bank
of tho Hooghly river from Akran fow miles below Calenita o
Rangtfala near the head of Sagar Island ; theneo it branches
east and north to Bamukpots, and terminates at Gariyh 8 miles
south of Caleulta, This embankment protects n trct of 716
square miles in the south-wes! of the Distriet from inundation
by the Mooghly and other xivers. Drninage is provided Tor hy
numerous sluices of which 13 are on a large reals. The Charial
works drain ¢ large arvea near Budge-Budpe, and the Sitpukur,
Kalpi and Pengrabichi works a coneiderable {met in the eouth
of the Dinmond liarhour sub-division, while the Balli Bil in the
north-cast of the District is drained by a channel with a eluico
at Totulit ; largo echemes have aln fmnn projected for drain.
ing the area protecied by the embankmenta, A light-house is
situated on Sagar Island,

The suburbs of Culeutta aro policed by o force under tho Police and
orders of the Commissioner of Police, Coleutfa. His juriediction jatte.
embraces the Corsipore-Chitpur, Miniktala and par of tho Garden
Reach municipal areas, as well as the IrinFo cast and routh of the
Lower Circulur Road and Tolly's Nullah, which is within the
Caleutta municipolity but under the authority of the Magistrato
of the 24-Parganas, Tho suburbs are divided into iwo divirions,
tho northern and routhorn, caoh under a Superintendent. The
forco consirted in 1908, in nddition to tho Superintndents, of 68
oflicers, 633 consinbles and 7 hoatmen, o

Oufeide tho suburbs tha District contains 26 police-stations and 9
outfposts, ay well as 37 town oufposts, 3 mill outposte, 3 cantonmont
outposts, and ono beat-houso. Tho fown outpoats’ aro munned
partly by police constubles, nnd partly by town chankiddrs, Tho
Listrict Superintendent of Dolice ik provided with a steam-Inunch,
and 7 polico boals pairol the waterways. Tho forco consista
of n District Superintendent, an Assintant Superinfendent, 8
ineportors,, 71 sub-inspoctors (including ono Xuropean);- 127
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hend-constables, 1,019 constables and 148 fown chanliddrs, A
specinl forco of 156 head.constables is employed for 9 months in
tﬁo dry season, fo accompany the officers of the Salt deparfment
on scarches. Thoe rural polico number 350 dugadirs and 3,423
chawhidirs, and the Dislriet is divided into 349 unions, each of
which is manned by s dafiudir and from 7 o 18 chaukiddrs.
Tho Avrtrork Distriel and Contral jail has accommodation for
1,837 prisoners, and o District jail at Banasar for 130 prisoners;
subsidiery jails at Diamond Harbour and Basirhdt each hold
12 prisoners, while that at Barrackpore holds 14. A. reforma.
tory school at Alipore provides accommodation for 226 boys.
Educatlon.  Xdueation is moro advanced than in most Bengal Dislriels.
In 1901, 112 per cont. (20-2 males and 1-3 fomales) could read
and write. Thototal number of pupils under instruclion increased
from 52,000 in 1883-84 to 68,138 in 1892.93 and 73,021 in
1900-01, while 79,860 boys and 7,727 girls woeve at sehool in
1903-04, being respectively 42:5 and 5-2 per cent. of the children
of school-going nge. The number of educational institutions,
publio and privato, in that year was 1,953 including 125 secondary
sehools, 1,788 primary schools and 41 other specinl schools. Tho
exponditure on education was 3-80 lakhs of whioh Re. 52,000 was
met from Piovincial funds, Rs. 60,000 from Diktrict funds,
Rs. 11,000 from municipal funds and 197 lakhs from fecs.
Medical. In 1903 the District contnined 36 dispencaries, of whioh 12
had accommodation for 195 in-door pationts. Tho cases of .
184,000 out-patients and 3,404 in-patients wero treated in 1903,
and 12,017 oporations wore performed. The expenditure was
Rs. 71,000, of which Rs, 12,000 was met by Government con-
tributions, Re. 20,000 from local, and Rs. 22,000 from municipal,
funds and Rs. 7,000 from subscriptions. .
X:gf"“" Vacoination is compulcory ~ within municipal aress and
*  voluntary clsowhere. In 1003-04 the number of porsons sucoess
fully vacoinated was 62,000 ropresenting 37 por thousand of the
population.
[Sir W. W. Iunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol.i, 1875.]
Alipore Sub-division, —1Icad-quarters sub-division of tha
24-I’ur§anns Dislriot, Bengnl, Iying botweon 22°8/ and 22°38'N.,
and 88° 7/ and 88° 89° B., with on area of 1,164 square miles, of
which 450 are included in the Suspanpans. Tho sub-division is a
deltaio tract containing numerous marshes, and in the south there
is o notwork of sluggish channels and backwaters. The population
was 671,269 in 1901, compared with 600,274 in 1891, the density
boing 677 persous {o tho squaro mile. These figuros do not
include the suburbs of Caloutfn (sce Oarcuira, SBunurns or).
The sub.division contains 6 towns, Sourn Sunurss -(population
26,374), TorLvourxer (12,821), Rasrun (10,713), Barurror |
(4)217), Javvacar (8,810) and Buner.Buper (18,0561), and 1,688 *



21-PARGANAS DISTRICT, 17

villages; its head-quarters aro st Avnirore within the Caloutta
muniaipality. ’

Calcutta, Suburbs of—A name given f{o the 3 suburban
municipalities of Cossirorr-Citrtrur (population 40,760), Maxix.
TaLa (32,387) and GarpeEx Reacit (28,211), which are thus

rouped 8s a sub.division of the 24-Parganas District, Bengal.
T'ho area of the sub-division was 10 square miles, snd the
population 101,348 in 1901, as compared with 87,508 in 1891, the
density being 10,1356 to the square mile, Cossiporo-Chitpur is
north and Ng’sniktala north-east of Caleulin, while Garden Reacls
bounds the cily on the south-west,

Barrackpore Sub-division,—North-western sub-division of the
24-Pargsnas District, Bengal, lying on tho left bank of the
Hooghly between 22° 35’ and 22° 57’ N., and 88° 21’ ond 88° 31’ I2,,
with an ares of 190 square miles. The sub-division, which was
formed in 1904 from portions of the Sadar and Barisat sub-
divisions, consists of a long narrow strip of riparian land and
contains 8 number of low-lying swamps, but the parts slong the
banks of the Hooghly are higher and healthier. The population
wps 206,311 in 1901, the densify being 1,086 amrsons to the square
mile. Tho bank of the Hooghly -north of Caleutta is lined with
mills, which provide labour for a large industrial population. The
sub-divicion containg 12 towns all lying within this {ract, Natnatt
g)opulu(ion 13,604), Havisaman (10,149), Buatrana (21,540),

ANULIA (7,370), Barrackrorr North (12,600) and South
(19,307), Tiracarnu (16,065), Paxmar: (11,178), Kamaruam
(13,216), Baraxacarn (256,432) and Dum-Dum North (9,916)
and South {10,904). The remainder of tho inhabitants live in
163 villages. Tho hoad-quarters of the sub-division aro at
Barrackpore, historically imporiant as the scono of tho out-
break of iwo mutinies. Oantonments are situnted within the
North Dum-Dum ond South Barrackpore municipalities, and a
Guvernment ammunition faclory at Dum-Ium. Barrackporo
also contains the suburben residenco of the Vicoroy.

Bariisat Sub-division.—Sub-division of the 24-Parganas
District, Pengal, lying between 22° 34’ aud 22° 66’ N, and 88° 25
and 88° 47’ E., with an aren of 2756 square miles, The sub-
division consis's of n water-logged doltaie {iraol, whioh is very
malarious, ag meny of the drainage channels are blooked, and {here
are numerous swamps and thick fjungle. The population was
264,300 in 1901, tho densily being 961 poreons {o the square mile.
Tt confain 2 towns, Barasat (population 8,634), the Jicad-quarters,
and Govarpasea (5,865), and 724 villngos.  BDarasat was farmorly
n 5ognro.te magisterial District in charge .of & Joint Magistrafo,
In 1861 the Joint Mngistracy was nbolished, and Barisat haeamo
ono of the sub-divicions of the 24-Parganus. It is sornoaled by a
light railway 26 miles long with Basirhat.

¢
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Basirhit Sub-division.—North-castern sub-division of the
24-Pargonns District, Bengal, lying beiween 21° 31/ and 22°55°N,,!
and 88° 33 ond 89° ¢ X, with an aren of 1,022 squem
miles, of which 1,584 aro included in the Suxpansans. The
northern part of tho suh-division consists of a ferlile alluvial
tract, bui {o tho south, where the dclta is in a Jess ndvanced stage
of growth, thero is a network of tidul creeks winding through
numerous islands and morusees. The populution was 372,147 m
1901, compared with 347,138 in 1841, tﬂo densily being 194 persons
{o the square mile, It contniiis 3 towns, Buasinuar (population
17,001), its head-quarters, Banvwia (12,921) and Taxr (5,038),
and 920 villages. It is ccnmectéd by tho Tastern Dengsl Stale
Railway with Caleuitn nnd by = light railway with Barasat,

Dinmond Harbour Sub-division.—South-weslernsub-divition
of the 24-Purganas Distriet, Bengal, lying hotween 21° 317 and
22° 21” N, and 88> 2’ and §8° 31’ B., with anareaol
1,283 square miles, of whiok 907 aro included in the Suxparsays,
Tho southern part of the sub-division exhibits all the typicl
fentures of holf-formed land through which {he estunries of the
Ganges find their way fo tho rea. In the northern area tho fracts
along tho bunks of tho Ilooghly are enlubrious owing fo befter
drainage, {ho comparative nbsenco of noxions undergrowth and the
sea breeze which blows almost continuously during the south-weet
monsoon. Further enst, {ho country is badly waler-logged owing
to defectivo drainnge. Tho population was 460,748 in 1801,
compared with 402,880 in 1891, the densily being 359 persons fo-
thosquaro milo, Tt contains 1,575 villages, one of which, Dianoss
Hannour, is ﬂm.hend-qunrtora, but no towns. A railway, 37 miles

Bound. long, connerts Dinmond Harbour with Caleutta.

aries and , Sundarbans—A vnet tract of forest and swamp exlending

physical for about 170 iniles along tho son faco of the Day of Benpal

sspects.  from tho ostuary of the Hooghly {o that, of the Meghni and sun-
ning juland to a distanco of from 60 lo 80 miles, Tho most
probable meaning of tho name is tho “ Forest of sundri. (Hur
tiera litloralis), {his being tho charnoteristio tree found thero, The
traot lios bolween 21°317 and 22° 38’ N., and 88° 5’ and 90° 28'E.
gz-f.% an sren of 6,626 rquare miles, of which 2,941 lioin the

T!ﬂ‘g!énns Distriot, 2,688 in Khulnd and 897 in Backergunge.
is int 0 ufn:llurbnns forms the lower part of the Ganges delta and
th orsooted from morth to south by tho estuarics of that river,
H° most important, procceding from west to cast, being the
bl s Matla, Raimangal, Malanohs, IIAriNGriaTA, Rubni-

y ond Meonwa, Tho tract through which thoy flow is ome
Vuzt alluvial plain, where the process of lond-making has not
ze eeasad and whoro morasses and swamps, now gradually filling
iE.tri‘:m(t’:nd' . The rivers aro connooted with ench other by

sories of branohes, and {he lntter in their turn fby
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innumerablo smaller channels; so that the whole tract is a tangled
not-work of streams, rivers, and wator-courses enclosing a large
pumber of islands of various shepes and sizes. Cultivation is
confined to a fringe of reclaimed land situated along the northern
boundary, except in Backergungo, where someo of the clearings
extend slmost down to the sea.

The flat swampy islands are covered with donso forest, tho most Botany.

plentiful and important species being the sundri, which thrives
most whero the water in tho channels is lenst brackish. Towards
the north tho forests contain a rdther demse undergrowth, but
clsewhere this is very scanty., In the north some mangroves,
chiefly Kandelis and Bruguicra, aro found seattercd along tho
river banks; further south, as the influrnce of the tides increases,
thoy become mare numerous, Crriops and Rhizophora viow appear.
ing with tho others, till at length the riparian vegefation is
altogether mangrove. By this time too, aundri and its associates
lurgely disappear from the interior forests, which are now mainly
composed of gend (Ezeacaria agallocka). Nearer the son this in
turn gives way fo mangioves. This pure mangrove forest some-
{imes extonds info tho tides, but af other times it is sepasated
from the waves slong tho sea faoe by a lino of low sand dunes, on
which reappear some of the swamp forest species, accompanied
however by a few plants charactoristio of othor Asiatio shores,
such as Erythrina indica, Thespesia populnea, Ficus Rumphii and
others for which the conditions in the swampy islands of the
interior seem to be unsuited.

The wild animals are tigers, which cause much destruction, {he Fauns,
rhinoceros (now nearly extinet), wild buffalo, wild hog, spotted
deer (Cerous azis), barking deer (Cervulus munijac) and hog-deer
(Cervus porcinus). 'The rivers are infested with crocodiles which axe
dangerous to man and beast, and the cobra, pfthon and many
other varietics of snnkesare found. In the cold weather, goeso,
duck and other game birds congregate in large numbers on tho
sand banks,

The averago annual rainfall varies from about 82 inches in tho Rainfall
west {o over 200 inches in ihe enst. Cyclonos and storm-waves o7
ocour from time to time ; tho worst of the rccent calamitios of V& "
this nature was in 1870 when o groat part of Baokergunge and the
adjoining Distriols was submerged, tﬁo dopth of waler in somo
places being over 10 feot. An account of this catastropho is given’
in the article on Backrnouxae District. .

Notbing is known of the Sundarbans until about the middle Ristory.
of the 15th contury when a Muhammadan adventuror, named Kkin
Jahdn, or Kbéinja Ali, obteined a jagir from the king of Gaur,
and mado ox{ensive clearances mear Bgherhdt in Xhulng ; he
appears to bavo oxercised all the rights of sovorcignty until his
death in 1459, A hundred years laier, when Daud,’ the last

c2
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king of Bengal, rebolled ngainst the emperer of DNelhi, one of
his Hindu counsecllors obtained & RAj in the Sundarbans, the
capital of which, lawarirun, near the Xaliganj police-station iv

ulné, was cnlled Ynsohara and las given its name to ik
modern Distriot of Jessore. lis son, PratapRditys, was one o
tho twelve chiefs or Bhuiyas who held the south and eastel
Bongal, nominally as vaesala of the emperor, but who wero pras
tienlly indopendent aud wero frequent{y at war with ecach other
IIe robelled but, after rome minor succostes, wns defeated and take
prisoner by Raja Man Singlt, the leader of Akbar's armies in
Bengal from 1689 to 160G. '

It is believed that nt one timo the Sundorbans was &
more extensively juhnbited and oultivated than at present; snd
possibly this may have been duo to the facl that the shifting of the
main stream of the Ganges frem the Bhigirathi to the Pardmé, by
diminishin§ the supply of fresh water fiom the north, rendend
the frnet less fit for human babitation, Another canes of the
depopulation of this tract may be found in the predatory incuraons
of Magh pirates and Porfuguese bucenncers in the early pant
of tho 18th century. It is enid that in 1737 tho penple then
inhabiting the Sumdarbans deserted it in consequenoe of the
devastated state of the country, and in Rermell's map of Lower
Bongal (1772) the Backergunge Sundarbans is shown as deplr

* pulated by the Maghs, The wost imporlant remains are the

tomb of Kh#in Jahiin and tho ruins of Shit Gumbaz and Jswaripit
in the Davherhal sub-division of .the Khulnd Distriet, the
temple of Jhatar Dad in the 24 Parganas Sundarbans and the
Navaratna templo near Kaliganj police-stution in Xhulnd

The bulk of tho prosent inhabitants have como from the
Districts immeriately fo the north of the Sundarbans, snd .cnnnst
chiofly of low-casto 1lindus and Muhammadans, the Pods being the
most numerous Hindu caste in the wost and the Namasiidras ¢
Ohandals towards the enst. The Mubhammadans, who are numerts
in the cnst, belong mostly to tho fanuticnl sect of Farazis. In the
Bockergungo Sundarbams thero aro some 7,000 Maghs <who
camo originally from the Araken coast. Between the months of

* Qctober nmd May orowds of wood-outtors from DBaokergungt,

Khulna, Faridpur, Cnleutta and lsowhers como in boats and enter
tho forests for the purposo of eutting jungle. The coolics whom
thoy employ to do jungle clearing, earth-work, ote., come from
Uazaribagh, Babhiim, Manbhiim, Bankura and Orissa, Thore ato
no villages or towns and the culivators livo) scattered i little
homlets, Port Canning (sce articlo on 24-Pancanas) was at on¢
time a municipality; but is now nearly desorted; MorrELGANY 10
the Khulud District is an important trading contre, - "
Tho_roclaimed tract to the north is entirely devoted to rice
oul'ivation, und winter rice of a fine quality Is -grown (herd;
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sugarcane and betel-nut are also cultivated in the fracts lying
in the Khulna and Backerguuge Districts, When land 18 cleared a
bandh or dyko is erected round it to keep out tho salt water, and
after two years the laud becomes 6t for oultivation; in normal
years excellent crops sre obtnined, the outturn being usually
abont 20 maunds of riee per acre.

The Sundnrbans contains 2,081 square miles of recerved forests Forosts.
in the Khulna District ond 1,758 square miles of protected forests
in the 24-Parganas, These are under the charge of a Depuly
Conservator of Forests, nided by twb assistants, whoso head-quarters
are at Khuln&, The charaoteristics of tho forests have been des-
-eribed above. They yield an immenso quantity of timber, fire-
wood and thatching materials, the minor produco consisting
of  golpita (Nipa fruticans), hantal (Phoeniz paludora), nal, honey,
was, and ahells, which are burned for lime. The protected forests
in the 24-Parganas are gradually being thrown opon for cultiva-
tion, and 4066 square miles were disforested botweon the years
1895 and 1903. The gross receipts from the Sundarbans forests
in 1903-04 were 3'83 lakhs and the net rovenue 2:71 lakhs.

At Karieaxs in the Khulna Distriot, country knives, buffalo- aManutse.
horn combs and black clay %otlory sre made. tures,

Rice, betel-nuts and timber aro oxported to Oslenttn, g"‘:'t'

Port Canning on the Matla river is connected with Caleutta Gomumuni.
by rail, but apart from this the ouly means of communioation sro eations.
afforded by the mnza of tidal crecks and eross-chaonels by which
the Sundarbans is traversed. These have been eomnected with
ono another and with Cslentta by o systom of arlificial canals
(deseribed under the Catturia axp Easrens Oaxans), which
enable Calcuttn to tap tho trade of the Ganges and Brohmaputra
valleys, Regular lines of s'eamers for passongors and oargo use
this route, while the smaller waterways give couniry boats of all
eizes access to almost every part of tho traot. Frasorganj ot the
mouth of the Hooghly has reooutly (1906) been solected as the
gite of & pormnnent wireless telography station, the object of which
i8 to cstablish communication with vessels in the Bay of Bongal,

‘The tracts ineluded in the Sunderbans form an intogral past of Admints.
the Distriots in which they aro included. The wholo of the tration.
revonuo work oxoopt its collcotion was formerly in the hands of
o spocinl officer oalled the Commissioner in tho Sundarbans, who
oxeroised conourrent jurisdiotion with the Distriet Collcctors, bul
this appointment has recently boon abolished, and tho entira
rovenue ndministration has boen transferred to the Collectora
.concgrned, ‘- :

The earliost known attempt to’bring the' Sundarbans under Rovens
oultivation was thot of Xhin Johan. More rocont aitempts date !"]
from 1782, when Mr. Henokell, the ‘first English Judgo and
Magistrato of Jessore, inaugurated tho system of rcclamatioy
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betwoon Caloutta and the cnstern Districte. ITonckollgnnj, named
sfter ils founder by his native agont, appears as Hingulganj on
tho survey maps, This arca wos then a dense forest, and AMr.
Henckell’s first stop was {o clear {ho juugle; that dune, the lands
immedietely around the clearances wero gradually brought under
cultivation. In 1784, whoen some little cxperience Lnd been
goined, Mr, Honokell submitted o schome for the reclamation of
the Sundarbans, which met with tho npproval of the Board of
Rovenue. Two objects wero nimed at: {o gain o revenue from
lands then utterly unproductive, and to obtain a reserve of rieo
against rensons of drought, tho erops in tho Sundarbens being
vory little depondent upon rainfall, The principal moasure
adopted was to make grants of junglo land on favourable {erms
to people undertoking o cultivato them. In 1787 Mr, Henckell
was appointed Superintendont of the operations {for enconrnging
the reclomation of the Sundarbaus, and alrendy at that timo
7,000 nores woro undor enltivation. In the following year,
howover, dirpuies arose with tho zemindars who possessed lands
adjoining the Sundarbans gronts; and ns the zamindérs not only
claimed o right to lnnds cultivated by tho holders of theso grants,
but enforced their claims, tho number of settlors began to fall
off rapidly. Mr. Ionckell exprossed a convietion that if the
boundaries of the landsheld by the noighbouring zamindars were
softled, tho number of grants would af onco inercaso, but the
Boerd of Rovonue had grown lukewarm shout the whole scheme,
and in 1790 it wos practically nbandoned. Neveral of the old
gronts forthwith relapsed into jungle. ,

In 1807, howaver, gpplications for grants bogan to come in
agein; oud in 1816 tho post of Commissioner in the Sundarbans
was croated by Rogulation IX of that year in order to provide
an agenoy for asoortaining how far neighbouring landholders had
encroached boyond their permanontly-rettled Innds and for resum-
ing and sottling such lands ns revenuo poying estates. From
that timo stendy progross was mado unGil, in 1872, tho total
aron undor cultivation was estimated at 1,087 square miles, of
, Which two-{hirds wero reclnimed betweon 1830 and 1872, The
damago done by tho disastrous oyclono of 1870 lod 1o the pbandon-
ment of mony of tho more exposed holdings, and in 1882 the
total roclnimod area wns returnod ni only 786 square miles,
Binoo thon rapid progross has been mado, and in 1904 the total
eotiled aren had rison to 2,015 square miles.

Rettlomonts of waste londs have, until reoently, been made
undor the rules promulgnted in 1879, tho grants made teing
of two olasses, viz, blocks of 200 nores or more leased for
40 yoars to lnrfo copitalists who are prepared to spond time snd
Toney, I doveloping them ; and plots not escoeding 200 aceres
oased to mall onpitalists for clearance by oultivators, Under
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these rules ono-fourth of the enfire area leased was for over
exempted from assessment, while the romaining three-fourths was
held freo of assossment for 10 years. On tho expiry of the term
of the original lease, the loi was open to 1esettlement for o
period of 30 years. It wus stipulated that ome-cighth of the
ontire grant should be rendered fit for cultivation at tho end of
the fifth yesr, and this condition was enforced cither by forfeiture
of the grant or by the issuc of o fresh lease at enhanced rafos.
Almost the wholo of tho area available for settloment in Khulna
has already been leased fo capitalists; in Backergungo 479
out of 645 square miles havo been settled, and in the 24-Parganas
1,223 out of 2,301 squarc miles. Experionco has shown that this
systern has lod to tho growth of an undesirable class of lund
speculators and middlemen and fo the grindiug down of tho
actual cultivators by excessive rents, Landjobbers and speculators
obtnined leases for tho purpose of reselling them; in order to
recoup Lis initial outlay the originallesseo often sublet fo smaller
lessees in rolurn for ecash payments; and the same proctss was
carried on lower down {ho chain with the result that the lnnd
was eventually reclaimed and cultivated by peassni cultivators
paying rack-rents. It was accordingly decided 1n 1004 to abandon
this system and to introduce o system of ryolwarl sciilemont,
as an experimental measuro, in tho portions of tho Sundarbans
lying in the Dislricts of Bnckergungo and the 24-Parganns,
Under this system small arens will bo lot out to actual eultivators,
assistanco being given them by Government in the form of
advances as well as by constructing {anks and embankments and
clearing the jungle for them.

[J. Westland, Report on Jessore, Cnloutta, 1874 ; I, 13, Pargiter,

{Zgggn:zfe History of the Sunderbans from 1765 to 1870, Caloutfa,

. Panchannagram.— Governmont estate in the 24-Parganas

Distriot, Bengal, It comprises tho suburbs of Calouita, and is so
named from the &5 villages which tho cstato originally comprised ;
theso .were in 1757, according fo Holwell, “taken from tho
24-1’argnnps adjoining {0 Calcutta in order {o oxtend ifs bounds,”
The area is 26 square miles and the land-revonuo demend in
1903-04 was Rs. 1,07,000.- A portion of tho cstato puys o fixed
rate of Re. 3 peor bigha (ubout one-third of an aore), and in the

- romainder rates flucluate according to tho position and advantages_
of theland, A list of the 66 villages originally included in {ho
ostate will be found on pagoes 53 and 54, Eﬁ't 1 of ‘the COalout{a

Consus Report, 1901. _

., Alipore Town (A#%pur),—Head-quartors of tho 24-Parganas
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 32’ N, and 88° 21’ B. Alipore is
n soqtl_mm.. suburb of Caloutta and is included within the Caleui{a
munioipality, It contains Belvedoro House, tho residonco- of the:
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Lieutenant-Governor of Bengel, and is a popular quarter for
Luropoans, Alipore is o canlonment for native troops, the force
stationed thero including a native infuntry regiment and -
defachment of eavalyy. The annunl receipts and exponditure of
tho canfonment fund averaged Rs. 2,500 in the decado ending
in 1901 ; in 1903-01 1ts income was s, 2,600 and the expendis
ture Rs  2,700. Orphanganjis a well-supplied markoet situated
at Kidderpore less than a mile away, and managed by the
Collcetor of tho 2i1-Parganns.  Alipore conlains the usunl
public offices, A lnrge District and Central jail hes accom-
modation for 1,237 prizonors, who are employed on the mana-
facture of guony eloth and bags, jute twine, iron and wood work,
and mustard oil, and in making up pice packets of quinine for salo
in post offices. Almost all the products are sold to different
Government dopartments, the profita earned in 1908 smounting to
Rs. 68,000, Thero i< also a reformatory, which contained 228 hoys
at the ond of 1903 ; tho principal handiern{ts taught are carpostry,
cano work, turning, painfing und polishing, tin work and emithy,
printing and composing, hook-binding, shoe makine, tailoring ond
gardening. A distillery at lussn is managed by the Collector of
Lixciso, Caloutte. L'ho gardens of the Agri-TTorticultural Society
nvo situatod {o the south of Delvedere, and the Zoological Gardens
to tho north,

Badurii.—Town in the Basirhal sub division, 24-Parganas
Distriet, Bengal, situnted in 22° 45 N, and 88° 48’ E. on the
right bank of the Jamund river. Popnlation (1901) 12,921, of whom
7,074 wore Ilindus and 5,547 Muhammadans, The town hasa
considerablo trade in jute, molnsses and sugar.  Baduria was consti-
twied o municipality 1n 1869, The avorngo income and expondi-
turo for the decade ending in 1401-02 wore R<. 5,000 and
'Rs.‘4,800 rospeotively. In 1908-04 the income, which is ininly
derived from_a tax on persons (or property fax) and the expendi-
turo were oach Rs. 5,000,

Bankipur.—Ancient village in {he 24-Pargnnas District.
Pengal, on the Jooghly river near {he modern Paltd, 8 miles above
Barrackpore. The nmmne of this village lias dirappoared from the
map, aud its site can only bo identified from old o{mrla. Tt formed
the principal settlement in Indin of the ill-faled Ostend Company
which was charlered by the limperor of Ausiria in 1722. This
seftlomontwas regarded with great jenlousy by the English, French
and Duteh, and the result was that, whon the Court of Vienna was
anxious {0 cbtain the European guaranieo for {he Pragmatio sanction
in 1727, the Company's charter was suspended. c.',In 1733 the
Muhammadan 1;.%tsnoml (t{?nu'dﬁr) af HooglR , at the instigation of
the Dulch and English, besioged Bankipur, and the gnirison consis-
ting of only 14 porsons, after & despairing resistance against over
whelming numbers, abandoned the place and set sail for I urape. °
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aranagar (Parihanagm).—Town in the _Bnrmc!':pc’n'o sub.
divi:sBion. 245?111'&.\“:\5 District, Bengal, situated in 22° 89° N. and
]Y° 99’ 1., on the cast bank of the Hooghly river, 6 miles
rorth of Calent{a. Yopulation (1901) 25,432 Hindus number
19,581, Musalmins 5,697 and Chritiaus 142,  Buianogar scoms
to have been originally a Poriuguese seftlemont, but it affer-
wads became the seat of a Duteh factory, and duving the
greater part of the 18th centwy Dutch vessels anchored thero on
their way up to Chinsura. Old Dutch tiles of artistic design 1o
#fill found in some of the native buildings in the neighbourhood.
The town was ceded by the Dutch Government to the Lnglish
in 1795, and tho lands are comprised in the Governmont evinfo of
Baranagar, which is contiguous to the Punchinnagrim estate.
The landsare rented at Rs. 3 per bigha (nbout one-third of an acre).
Baranagar was formeily a fovourite plensuio resort for European
residents of Calenttn, but it is now o busy indusfrial submb and
contains two of the largest jute mills on the Hooghly, while lurge
quantities of eastor oil are manufactured for export to Europe,

A munpicipality was constitutcd in 18G9, which was known for
many years as the North Suburban municipality. On the forma-
tion of the Cossirorr-CuiTrur municipalify in 1889, the name
was changed to Baranngar. In 1899 the municipality was divided
iuto two pmtions, of which the northern beeamo the Xavanuam
mmﬁcipa{ity. Since the partition, the average income has heen
Re. 42,000 and the expenditure Rs. 41,000. In ]903.04 {ho
income was Rs 43,000 including Rs. 19,000 derived from a tax
on housos and lands, and Rs. 16,000 fiom s conservoncy rate,
while the evpenditure was Re, 49,000, The Victoria high school
is sifnated within the town.

Barasat Town.—Ilend-quarters of the sub-division of the
gamo name in the 24-Parganas District, Dengul, situnted in
22° 43’ N. und 88° 20’ I8, 14 miles north-enst of Calontta, Popu-
lation (1901) 8,634, The town is very unhealthy, and the
inhabitants are {;mdnnlly moving to Caleutte and the healthior
couniry on -the baoks of the Hooghly. In {he early years of
the 10th centmy, there was a college here for cadafs on their
first orrival from JSurope, and, until 1861, Birfisat was the head-
quarlers of a separato Distriet. It was constituted 2 munioipality
in 1869. The average income and expenditure for tho decado
ending in 1901-02 were Rs, 10,500 and Rs. 10,000 reapoctively,
In 1903-0¢ the income wes Rs. 12,400, hnlf of which wos
derived from a fax on vehioles, while & fox on porsans brought
in Its. 3,000. The expendituro in the szme yoar ivas Rs. 12,600,
Lhe town rontains the wsual publio offices; the jail, which
has accommodation for 130 “prisoners, is a. three-storied buildin )
popularly kmown as ¢ Vansitfait Vi

X o, ns it was former
the couniry residonce of Mr, Vansittnrt’, ono of tho mombor)a'
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by ILNOAL,

of Warren Ilastings' council. XKazipara, o suburb of the town,
is the scemo of an annual fuir held in honour of o Musslman
saint, pnmed Pir Ekdil Sihib, which is attended by Ilindus
ns woll as by Muhammadans. A light railway hes recontly
beon construcled bolween the {own and Basirhat,

Barrackpore Town.—Iload-quarters of the sub-division of
tho samo namo in the 24.Parganas District, Bengal, situated
in 22°46' N. ond 88° 21’ E, on tho cast bank of the Hooghly
river, 15 miles abovo Caleutta. Tho town is comprised within
two municipalities, North and South Barrackpore, containing,
in 1901, 12,500 nnd 19,807 inhabitants respectively; Sout
Barrackpore inoludes Barrackpore cantonment with a popu-
lation in 1901 of 9,888, Tho name is probably derived from the
fact of (roops having been stafioned hero since 1772 ; the natives
call the place Chanak, To the south of the cantonment. is Barrack~
poro Park which has boen laid out with much tnste; it contains
the suburban residonce of tho Vicoroy of India, built by Lord
Minto and cnlarged by the Marquis of Hastings. T'he military
forco stationed at Barrackpore consisia of s field battery, a com-
pany of British infantry and s nativo infantry regiment.

Barrackporo bas played o parb in two Mutinies, In 1824,
when Bengal {roops were required to take part in the Burmeso
war, the 47th Bongal Infantry, which was stotioned here, was
warned for foreign service. Alarmed by rumours that they
wore to be transported to Rangoon by gen, tho regiment mutinied
on parade on the 30th Ooctober. After ineffectunl attempts at con-
ciliation, tho rogiment wus paraded on the 1st November in
prosonco of Sir Edward Taget, tho Commander-in-Chief, who
dircoted them either {o obey the orders to maroh or to ground
{heir arms, Upon their rofusal, a batfery of European Axtillery,
supported by two English regiments, opened firo upon the mutineers,

-who broko at onco and made for the river throwing away their
arms, Some were shot, somo drowned and others hanged ; and the
number of the regiment was removed from the Army ﬁ'gi.

The first sparks of the Mutiny of 1857 were kindled in Barrack-
pore. The excifement which had been rapidly sﬁrcnding among
iho native troops culminated on tho 20ih March, when Mang:
Pinde, o sopoy of the 34th Nativo Infantry, attempted to kill one
of the officors, Lieutonant Bough, fired at a Euro;‘mnu sergonnts
maojor and called upon his comrades to join him, These outrnges
were committed within o fow yords of {lio quarter-guard, which
took no stegs to interforo. As n punishment for this mutinous
behaviour, the rogiment wos disbanded with ignominy on the 6th
of May, Mangal Pande end the native officor in ocharge of the
guord having been proviously tried by court-martial and hanged
A full nccount of theso ovents will be found in Sir John Kaye's
History of the Sepoy War, vol. 1, pp. 266-269, 495, J
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Barrackpore is en importent station on the Hastern Bengal
State Reilway and is the head-quarters of the recently constituted
Burrackpore sub-division; it contains the usual publio offices,
a sub-jail with accommodation for 14 prisoners, and the Bhola
Nath Bose hospital with 18 beds. The town is a favourite
residence of Europeans, and-the Christian population numbers 914,

The North Barrackpore municipality was constituted in 1869.
The average income and ex%enditure for the 8 years ending in
1908-04 were Rs. 11,000. In 1903-04the incoms was Rs. 13,000,
inoluding Rs, 5,000 realized from a tax on persons snd the same
gmount from a comservancy rate, and the expenditure was
Rs. 11,600. The municipal office is at Nawabganj, the residence
of the Mandel family of zamindars, Within the municipal area
is Pavra, where the Calcutta water-works are situated, and
Ichapur where there was until recently a Government powder
factory. 'The Garuria municipality was separated from North
Barrackpore in 1896.

The South Barrackpore municipality was also constituted in
1869. Its area has been curtailed of late years by the separation
of the TirAcARE municipality in 1895 and of the Pammmat:
municipality in 1900. The average income for the 4 yenrs ending
in 1903-04 was Rs. 10,000 and the expenditure Rs. 9,000. In
1908-04 the income was Rs. 11,000, mainly from a tax-on persons
(or property fax), a conservancy rate and a tax on houses and lands,
while the expenditure was Rs. 9,000. The municipsl office is at
Kuazrpan. '

The receipts and expenditure of the cantonment fund in the
decade ending in 1901 averaged Re. 25,000 per annum, and in
1903-04 they were Rs. 34,000 and Rs. 33,000 respectively.

Baruipur.—Town in the hoad-querters sub-division of the
24.Parganns District, Bengal, situated in 22° 21’ N. and
88° 27" B. on the banks of the Adi Gengd (originel bed of
the Granges), 16 miles south of Caloutta. Population (1901) 4,217,
The town was formerly the head:quarters of a sub-division of
the same neme, which was amalgamated with the Alipore sub-
division in 1883, Baruipur derives its name from the ~extensive
cultivation of pdn (Piper befel) by the Barui caste. The town is
o mission station of the Society for the Propagation of the Grospel
and contains a large church. Baruipur was constituted a muni-
cipality in 1869. The average income for the decade ending in
1901-02 was Rs. 4,700 and the expenditure Rs. 4,500, In
1903-04 the income was Rs. 6,900, including Rs. 8,000 derived
from a tax on persons, and the expenditure was Rs, 7,200, '

Basirhat Town.—Head-quarters of the sub-division of the
same name- in the 24-Parganas Distriot, Bengal, situated in
22740’ N, and 88° 51’ E. on the right bank of the Jamung river.
Population (1901) 17,001. Basirhat was constituted a municipality
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in 1869, The average income and expendifure for the decado
onding in 1901-02 were Rs. G,000. In 1903.04 {he income was
Is. 6,600, mainly from n {ax on persons, and the expenditure was
Re. 6,300. Dasirhat contnins the uenal public offices; the sub.
jnil has accommodation for 12 prisoners.  Busirhiit is connected
with Bérdsat, o etation on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, by
a metalled road 26 miles in length, along which a light railway
with 8 stations has rerently been laid.

Bhitpara.—Town in the Buorrackporo sub.division, 24-Par-
ganns Distriot, Bengnl, situated in 22° 62° N, aud 88° 25 B,
on tho left bank of the Hooghly river. Topulation (1901) 21,540,
Bhatpara has long been famous as o sont of Sanskrit learning,
and contains sevoral ol where pupils are educaled and fed freo
of charge. It is also abusy industrial place, potsessing jute mills
and n poper mill siluated chiefly in the villages of Jagatdal
and Kiankinara, DBhatpara was formerly included in Naibati
municipality, but in 1869 separate municipality was consfituted.
The average income for the b yenrs since ils constitntion has been
Re. 25,000 and tho expenditure Rs, 17,000. In 1803-04 the
income was Rs. 61,000, including o loan from Government of
Res. 20,000 and Rs. 11,000 derived from & fax on persons; and the
oxpendifure was Rs, 31,000,

Budge-Budge (Baj-Bsj).—Town in the head-quarters sub-
division of tho 24-Parganas Distriet, Denﬁal, situated in 22°
20’ N, and 88° 11’ E. an the east bank of the ooghly river, 14
miles below Calentta. Topulation (1901) 13,051, The remnins
of o fort, which was captured from the forces of Sirdj-ud-daula
by Clive in 1766, aro still visible, DBudge-Budge is o growing
place; it is the oil depit of Oaleutts, and contains & large jute
mill and a cotlon mill. It was conslituted & municipality in 1400,
Tho avernge income for tho 4 yoars cnding in 1903-04 was
Rs. 20,000 and tho expenditure Rs. 14,000.” In 1003-04 tho
imcome was Rs. 24,000, which was mainly derived from a tfax
on housca and lands, and the expenditure was Rs. 16,000, .

Calcutta, Somth Suburbs.—Town in the head-quarters
sub-division of tho 24.Parganns Disirict, Bengal, comprising
o portion of the sonthern suburbs of Calenita. Population
(1901) 26,374, of whom 20,165 were Iindus, 5,849 Mugal-
mins and 350 Ohristians. The application of the term *suburbs
of Celoutta™ has varied widely at different periods. By Aot
XXI of 1857 tho, .“suburbs” wero dofined s including all
lands within the general limits of the PANciHANNAGRAM estate, and
under the Bengal Municipal Aot, 1876, they were further defined
88 oomprising tho present municipalitios of Coseiporo.Chitpur,
Maniktala, Gaxrden Roach, South é)u'bur'bs and Tollygunge, ns
well a5 80 much of Calontta ns lay outside the limiig of’the
“0ld Town,” which was boundéd by Lower Cireular Rond and
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Tolly’s Nullsh. This unwieldy municipalily, known as the
Suburban municipality, wasin 1888 split up into four parts, the
“ Added Area” and “Fringe Area Wards” (defined in article
on Qarcurra) being added to Coloutts, and the municipalities
of Cossipore-Chitpur and Maniktala created. These deductions
still left the South Suburban municipality of unmanageable
size, and, sccordingly, in 1897 the Garden Reach municipality
and in 1901 the Tollygunge municipality were separated from it,
The constitution of the present “ South Suburbs” municipality
therefore dates from 1901. The average income for the 3 years
following its constitution has been Rs. 52,000 and the expenditure
Re. 32,000. In 1903-04 the income was Rs. 79,000, including
Re. 11,000 derived from s tax on houses and lands and Rs. 29,000
obtained from the sale-proceeds of Government securities and the
withdrawal of Savings Bank deﬁosits. The expenditure in the same
year was Rs 52,000, of which Rs 29,000 represented the outlay on
the introduction of a supply of filtered water. The principal
villages now within the municipality are Barisa and Behala.
Canning, Port (Matla).—Village in the head-quarters sub-
division of the 24-Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 22° 10
N. and 88° 39’ E. at the junction of the Bidyddhari and Matla
rivers. Population (1901) 1,049, DBetween 1853 and 1870 an
attempt was made to create a port at Canning es an auxiliary to
Caleutta, in consequence of the deterioration of the river Hooghly,
which was then believed to be rapidly oclosing. ILand was
acquired by Government in 1853, and in 1862 & municipality was
created, to which the land was trausferred. In 1866 the Port -
Canning Company was formed to develop the port; in that yeor
it was visitedpby 26 ships, and for a time the Company’s shares
rose at an unprecedented rate; but the number of ships visitin
the port dropped to one vessel in 1868-69, and the failure of the
scheme was then recognised. Litigation ensued, and in 1870 the
Company went into liquidation and was reconstructed as the
“Port Canning Lend Compeny, Limited.” This company is
under Parsi management, the shares being held in Bombay, and
is engiged in leasing reclamations in the Sundarbans. The lands
held by it have been sub-leased; and the middlemen, who
have again sublet them to others, reap most of the profits,
Cenning is now a Government estate, and the only relies of
the wild speculation of the sixties are a railway which does a
little traffic in timber and other produce from the Sundarbans;
some rained jetties and the remains of a tramway line.’ - ‘
Cossipore-Chitpur (Kasipur).—Northern suburb of Calouits,
in the 24-Parganas District, Behgal, situated in 22° 87’ N. and
88° 22/ 1. on {he loft bank of-the Hooghly river. Population
(1901) 40,750, Hingius number 28,056, Musalméns 11,346 and
. Ohrristians 388. Co-sipore-Chitpur is a thriving industripl suburb,
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vontaining {ho Governmont Gun Foundry aud Shell Faotory
and & numbor of jute presses, sugar and othor faclories. Tho
town is within tho jurisdiction of the Csleutta polico. Tho
municipality wong separated in 1889 from the South Suburban
municipality, Thoaverageincomo for tho deeado ending in 1901-02
was Rs. 1,36,000, and tho expendituro Rs, 1,31,000. A reserve
is being acoumulated to carry out n drainage sohemo which is
under contemplation. In 1003-04 tho incomo was Rs. 1,58,000,
including Rs, 70,000 derived from o {ax on houses and lands,
Rs. 25,000 from o conservanoy rafe, Is. 28,000 from o wator-
rale, Re. 16,000 from jule warchouse fees and Rs. 4,000 from
{ax on vohicles. The incidenco of taxation was Rs. 3.2-10 per
head of the population. In the same yéar tho oxpendituro was
Rs 1,65,000, the chiof items being Rs. 13,000 epent on fire-
engino establishmont, R, 14,000 on lighting, Rs. 23,000 on wafer-
supply, Rs 7,000 on drsinage, Rs. 54,000 on conservancy,
Re. 6,000 on medical relief, Re, 16,000 on roads and Rs. 2,000
on oducation. Filterod water is purchased from the Caleuttn
Corporation and distributed in tho streets and by house connec-
tions. 'Thoe North Suburban is a large hospital with 30 beds for
men and 10 for womoen. Tho electric tramway has been extonded
{o Belgachis, whore there is o Voterinary college.

Diamond Harbour Village.—Villagain the 24-Parganas Dis-
{riot, Bungal, and hend-quarters of the sub-division of the same
nomo, situated in 22° 10’ N. and 88° 12’ B. on {he left bunk
of the rivor Hooghly. TPopulation (1901) 1,036, The villope is
built on both banks of the Hajipur freek, whiok is crossed by o
forry. Diomond Harbour was a Havourito anchorage of the
Company's ships in olden times. It suffored soverely in the
torriblo oyclono of 1864, which swepl away largo numbets
of tho inhabitants. A harbour master and customs establishment
aro mainteined o board vossels prosceding up the river, and
the movements of shipping up and down the river sre tclegraph-
od to Coloutta and pablished, at intervals throughout the day,
in tho Calontta Tolograph Gazotts, Diamond Marbour is cons
nocled with Caloutin by o branch of the Enstern Bengal Stato
Railway, and by o melalled rond 30 milos long. A mile to 1bo
south is Chingrikhali Fort where heavy guns are mounted and the
ortillery from Barrackpore encamp annually for gun praofice.
It is the hend-quartors of the Salt Rovenue departmont; and a
quarantine slation has boon opened for the nccommodation of pil-
grima refurning from Meoca. Stoamers eross daily to Goonkhili
in Midnapore, aud the Assam steamors also {ouoh hiere. Diamond
Harbour conteins tho usual public offices; the sub-jail hos
nocommodﬁtion ?l)lr 12Iprisoncra. )

Dum.Dam (Damdama, meaning o raised monnd or -
Town in the Barrackpore sub-d[fvision, £?,-1—]?nrgmm:J atlt;iléylz-{at,
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Pongal; situated in 22° 38’ N. and 88° 257 E. 7 niles north-
east of Caloutts. The town comprises the municipalities of
North snd South Dum-Dum with populations of 9,916 and
10,904 respeotively ; North Dum-Dum includes the cantonment
with 4,920 inhabitants. Dum-Dum was the head-quarters of
the Bengal Artillery from 1788 te 1858, when th_ey were remqv_ed
to Meerut; at present a detachment of a regiment of British
infantry is quartered here in & fine range of barracks. Dum-Dum
is-also the site of the Government ammunition factory managed
by the Indian Ordnence department. The cantonment contains
European. and nstive hospitals, a large bazar, Protestant snd
Romwan Oatholic churches, and a Wesleysn Chapel. In the
ohurchyard are monuments erected to the memory of Colonel
Pearsoe, the first Commandant of the Artillery regiment, and of
Oaptain Nicholl and the officers and men of the Horse Artillery
who perished during the refreat from Kabul in 1841. The treaty
by which the Nawab of Bengal ratified the privileges of the
British, and restored the seftlements at Culoutta, Cossimbezar and
Daoca, was signed at Dum-Dum on_February 6Gth, 1767. Dum-
Dum was formerly a separate administrative sub-division, which
was amalgamated with Bardsat in 1893. Since that year-the
oivil and oriminal administration of the cantonment has been
vosted in a Cantonment Magistrate, who is also Cantonment
Magistrate of Barrackpore. The annual income of the centon-
ment fund averaged Rs. 16,200 in the decade ending in 1901,
and the expenditure Rs. 16,600 ;in 1903-04 they were Rs. 17,500
snd Rs. 17,300 respectively, Dum-Dum is a station on the
Eastern Bengal Btate Railway and the junction of the eastern and
central seotions of that railway ; tnere is a station on the latter
seotion at Dum-Dum Cantonment.

The North Dum-Dum munieipality was constituted in 1870,
the Kndihati municipality being amalgamated with it in 1883,
The average income and expenditure for the decade ending in
1901-02 were Rs. 4,500 and Rs. 4,400 respectively. In 1908-04
the income was Rs. 6,000, including Rs. 3,000 obtained from a tax
on vehicles, and the expenditure was Rs. 5,700. Filtered water is
purchased from the Caloutta Corporation and distributed through-
out the cantonment, South Dum-Dum municipslity was consti-
tuted in 1870. The average income and expenditure for the
decade ending in 1901-02 were Rs. 9,000 and Rs, 8,800 respect-
ively. In 1903-U4 the income was Rs. 13.000, mainly from
municipal rates and taxes, such as a tax on houses and lands, a tax
on vehioles and a oconservancy rate, and the expenditure was
Rs. 13,700, . Filtered water is purchased from the Caleutta
Corporation end distributed by hydronts. A melz is held every
year in honour of the Muhammadan saint Shah Farid. A large
jute mill has recently been opened at Dakhindari ; and Patipukur,
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o stetion on the Ens'ern Bengal State Railway, is rising into
importance n3 n terminus of tho jute traffe.

Falta,—Village in tho Diamond Harbour sub-division of the
24-Parganes Dirtriof, Bengal, sifuated in 22°17° N, and 88° 7" B,
on tho left hank of the Ilooghly river, nearly opposite to ils
junotion with tho Damodar. Inltd is the eite of an ¢ld Duich
factory, and it was {o this place that the English flect retreated
aftor tho enplure of Caloutta by Birfij-ud-daule in i767. A fort
is situated here, which ntounis heavy guns, The steamers plying
betweon Caleutta and Tomliik in the Midnapore Distriot call at
Falta,

Garden Reach.~~Town in the 24-Parganas District, Bengal,
eituated in 22° 3% N, and 88° 19’ B,, immediately below Caleutta,
of which it forms a suburb, on the east bank of the river Hooghly,
The subwb is divided for administrative purposes into fwo
portions, tho Nemuckmahal Ghat rond dividing the Added Area
of Ogloutta on the oatt from the Garden Reach municipality on
tho wost. The population of the latter in 1901 wns 28,211,
Hindus number 12,181, Musalmans 15,7749 and Christinns 187,
Tho site of the Aligarh fort, taken by Clive in Deoember
1756, during the opewa‘ions for the recaplure of Caleutts, may
slill boscen. Thoe suburb was formerly & favourite European
quarter, nnd oontains many fino housos built botwoen 1768 and
1780. ‘Tho residonco of the lite ex-king of OQudh was fixed here,
and many of his dotwendants still inhabit the place. Garden Reach
is now an important industrial subwb of Caloutta, and contains
jute mills, & cotton mill and dookyards. Until 1497 tho Garden
Ronch municipility formed part of the South Suburban munuiei-
pality, bat was soparated from il in that year, ‘The average
inooms during the 7 years ending in 1903-04 was Rs. 49,000, and
the oxponditure Rs. 46,000, In 18503-04 tho incomo was
Rs. 66,400, incluling Rs. 25,000 dorived from a tax on houses
and lands, Rs. 14,000 from a conservancy rate, and Rs. 11,000
from a wator-rate, The oxpenditurs in the samo year was
Rs. 65,700, The municipalily is now supplied with filtered water
from tho Caleutta mains,

Garalia, ~Town in the Barrackporo sub.division of tho
24-Parganas Distriot, Bengal, siluafed in 22° 49' N. and 88°
22' E. on the enst bnuk of tho Hooghly river. Topulation (1901)
7,876, Tt is a busy indusirinl place and contuins jufo and cotton
mills. The village of Syamvsaan is within the town. Garulia
was inoluded within the North Barrackpore municipa'ily uatil
1896, whed it was constitufed a soparale municipality. The
average income of thn munioipality during tho 8 yonrs since ils.
constitution has been Rs. 9,000 aund its exponditure Rs, .8,000
Tn 1003-04 {he inooxﬁo’:wm Rs. 18,000, poluding a loan of
Rﬂ- 5,000 from GO\'U!:“!DNI‘, \\'hllo Lho gaine» éll"l wis l'calif.ed h’ulll
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a tax on persons (or property tax). The expenditure in the same

R, 13,000, o
W”Gols)ard'a'.nga.—l‘own in the BarSsat sub-division of the

24-Parganss District, Bengal, situated in 2_2° 53 N. and
88° 45" E, on the east bank of the Jamuné river, and on the
Eastern Bengal State Railway. Population (1901) 5,866, Tradi-
tion points to this place as the spot where Krishna tended his
flocks, snd the nome of the adjoining village, Gaipur, is said to be
abbreviated from Gopipur and to denote the oity of gopints or
milkmaids, mistresses of Krishoa, Sugar factories are numerous,
and raw jute and molasses are exported. Gobardinga was consti-
tuted & municipality in 1870. The average income for the decade
ending in 1901-02 was Re. 8,600 and the expenditure Rs. 8,100,
nearly all of which was derived from a tax on persoms. In
1908-04 the income was Rs. 8,500, mainly from a tax on persons
(or pro tax), and the expenditure was Rs. 3,400,
alisahar~—~Town in the Barrackpore sub-division, 24-Par-
genes Distriot, Bengal, situsted in 2¢° 56" N. and 88° 29’ E,,
on the esst bank of the Hooghly. Population (1901) 10,149,
It wes formerly called Kumdrhata, is & noted home of
andits; smong other devotees of Gauringa, Ram Prasid Sen
ived here. It was constituted a municipality in 1903, The
income for mix months of 1903-04 was Rs. 4,200, of which
Rs. 1,600 was derived from a fax on persons (or property tax),
Bs. 1,400 from a conservancy rafe and Rs. 900 from n tax on
houses and lands, During the same period the expenditure
amounted to Rs. 2,800, At Kavounarara within this muniei-
pelity are the workshops of the Eastern Bengal State Railway,
Harua,—Village in the Basirhat sub-division of the 24
Parganas Distriot, Bengel, situated in 22° 37’ N. ond 88° 41’ B,
Population (1901) 705, It is the scene of & fair held every
Fobruary in honour of Pir Gord Chind, s Muhsmmedan saint,
who lived 600 years ago and whose bones (f4r) are buried hero,
The quir lasts a w'fek. e head.cuact bt
aynagar~Town in the hend-quarters sub-division of the
24-Par{rl;;u.s District, Bengal, situmteg in 22°11’ N, end 88° 24’
1, 31 miles south of Caloutta and distant 64 miles by water from
Macra Har station on the Enstern Bengal State Railway. Popula-
tion (1001) 8,810. Jaynagar was constituted a municipality in
1869. The average income and expenditure for the doond?a endi
11121 ;9606[602 x.vereers. ?,100. In 1903-04 the income was
8. 7,600, mainly from a tax on persons (or operty tax), a .
OXPGﬁlditurehwzls &'7’300' ) P ( P:. ), end the
amarhgti—Town in the Barrackpore ¥gb-division, 24.-Par.
ganes District, Bengal, situdfad in 22'?1:20’ and 88° o8 a];
on the esst bunk of thiooghly river opulation (1901)
13,216. Within this muiglpelity is the groater part of the
D
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villago of Dakhineswar, with its beautiful group of temples called
Rani Rasmani’s Nabaratna, Theso consist of 2 beautiful central
temples, dedicot.d fo Xali and Krishua, faced by 12 minor
temples in honour of Siva, Xamarhiti was formerly included
within the Baranagar munieipality, but in 1899 a separato muni.
cipality was consfituted. Tho averago income for the § yeam
sinco fho formation of the separnte municipality has been
Rs. 16,000 snd tho ecxponditure Rs, 15,000, In 1903-04 the
income was Rs, 17,700, of which Rs. 7,000 was obfained from
o fax on bouses and Jonds and Rs. 8,000 from s cousorvanay
yate; whilo the expenditure was Rs. 16,600,

Kanchripara.—Village in the Barrackpore sub-division, 24-
Parganas District, Bengal, sifunfed in 22° 68’ N. and 88° 26' E.
Population (1901) 1,545, Kanchripfira is an important station
on tho Instern Bongal Stafe Railway, and tho railway workshops
oro siluated there, Tho villago lies within {he Havwsamar
municipality.

Ehardah,~-Villoge in the Bnrrnckporo sub.division, 24-Par-
goons Distriet, Bengal, situated in 22° 44’ N. and 88° 22" K,
on tho left Dank of the Mcoghly river. Population (1801)
1,777, Khbardoh is n favourifo ploce of pilgrimage for Vaish-
navas, who visit the place in bonour of Nityinands, one of the
disciples of Chaitanyn, who {ook up his residenco here, His
doscendants aro rogarded as gurds, or spiritul guides, by the
Vaishnavas. A fine temple is rituated here, which contains the
imngo of Syim Sundar, o nomo for the god Krishua, The
villago lies within the South Barrackpore municipality and is &
station on tho Enstorn Bengal State Inilway, Shoo hrashes and
bricks avo mannfactmad on o laxgo reale. ,

Magrfi Hif.~—Villago in tho Diamond Harbour sub-divieion,
24-Parganas _District, Bengal, situated in 22° 16’ N, snd
88° 23" B. Populntion (1901) 435. Owing {o ils position of
the confluence of important waterwnys and upon the Diame
Harbour branch of the Enstern Bengal Stato Railwny, Magra Hat
18 tho largest rice mart in {he routh of the Disrict, and agenetes
havo heon opened hero for tho purchaso of rice and the tale of
keroseno oil.  'Iho Church Minsionnry Society has & church here.

Maniktale.—Town in the 24-Parganns District, Bengal, situ«
ated in 22° 35 N, and 84° 23’ B Population (1901) 32,387, of
whom Hindus number 22,792, Muealmins 9,612 and Christians
66. Maniktale is the great castern industrinl suburb of Caleutts,
ond is wedged in botwoen the Circular canal on tho west, the
Now Cul on tho enst thd the Beliaghaia cannl on the south. Beliis
ghito in the soutly of the fown iy the seat of an oxtensive trade B+
vico imported from the eastorn Distriots, while nlong tho frontagd
of the Circuler canal o brisk business is done in fire.wood, l0os?
jute pnd xice, Tho other important wards are U]tidling;: and

\
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Narikeldanga, Faotories! are numerous and inelude 2 jute mill,
silk factory, hone orushing mills, shellac, saltpetrs, castor oil and .
soup factories, and 4tanneries. Thenursery gardens of two Caloutta
florists are situated in the town, which is within the jurisdiction of
the Commissioner of Police, Calcutte, and forms part of the
¢ Suburbs of Caloutta ” sub-division. Maniktala was comprised in
the Suburban municipality until 1889, when it was constituted a
separate municipality. The overage income for the decade ending
in 1901-02 was Rs. 63,000 and the expenditure Rs. 59,000, In
1903.04 the income was Rs. 2,14,000,including a loan of Rs, 25,000
from Government, Rs. 81,000 derived from & tax on houses and
lands, Rs. 18,000 from & conmservancy rate and Rs. 7,000 from
a tax on vehioles. The incidence of taxation was Rs. 2-1-10 per
head of the population. In the same year the chief items of
expenditure were Rs. 5,000 spent on lighting, Rs 8,000 on
drainage, Rs. 23,000 on conservancy, Rs. 1,800 on medical relief,
Rs. 16,000 on. roads, and Rs, 1,300 on education, and, the totel was
Rs. 74,000, '

Najihiti—Town in the Barrackpore sub-division of the 24-
Parganas Distriot, Ben%al, gituated 1n 22° 54’ N, and 88° 26’ E.
on tie east bank of the Hooghly river. Population (1901) 13,604.
Naihati is o station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway and
the junction of a branch railway across the Hooghly Bridge
which connects with the East Indian Railway. An emigration
depdt is situated in the town; and at Gauripur there are lar
jute and oil mills. Naihati was constituted & municipality in
1869. The area within municipal limits has been greatly
curtailed by the separation of the Bhatpara municipality in 1899,
and of the Halisahar municipality in 1903. The average income
for the 5 years since its separation from Bhatpira has been
Rs. 21,000 and the expenditure Rs. 20,000. In 1903-04 the
income was Rs. 13,700, including Rs. 5,000 derived from a tax
on persons (or property tax), and the expenditure was Rs. 11,400,

Palta.—Village in the Barrackpore sub-division of the
24-Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 22° 48’ N, and88° 22 B,
on thd left bank of the Hooghly river, 2 miles above Ba?éokpora, )
Population (1901) 2,038, At Palts are situated the wsterworks
of the Caleutta Corporation. The water is pumped up fromthe
Hooghly river and filiered, and flows to Calontta in pipes. At this
place the Grand Trunk Road from Caleutta crosses tge Hooghly.

Panihati—Town in the Barrackpore sub-division, 24-Par-
gonas Distriot, Bengal, situated in 22° 42’ N. and 88° 92’ B,
on the left bank of the Hooghly riter. Populstion (1901)
11,178. Agorpara, within the munieipality, has. a church, female
orphanage and school under the management of the Church
Mlss_lonary §ociety. - Panihati has a considerable trade in rice.
Until 1900 it was included in the South Barrackpore municipality,

D2
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but in that year it was constitulod n separate municipality. The .
‘gverago income for tho 4 yenrs eince the separation has been’
Rs. 8,600 nnd the oxpenditure Rs. 8,000, In 1903.04 the income
was Its, 10,000, half of which was obtrined from a fax on persons
(or property tax), and the expenditure was Rs. 9,500,
jpur.—Town in the head-quarters sub.division of the 24-
Parganns District, Bengal, situated in 22° 26 N, and 88° 25’ E.
11 miles south of Caleutta. Population (1801) 10,713. Rajpur
was constituted a municipality in 1876. The avernge incomo for
tho decado ending in 19¢1-02 was Rs, 8,400 and the exponditure
Rs £200, In 1903-04 the income was Rs. 10,000, half of
whioh swas derived from a tax on persons (or property tax), and the
expenditura wes Rs, 12,000
Salt Water Lake,.—Swamp in tho head-quarlers sub-divi-
gion of the 24-Parganss District, Bengal, situated about 5 miles
enst of Caloutta, hotween 22° 28’ and 22° 36" N,, and 88° 2¥
and 84%° 28’ E., with an nron of about 30 s(iun.ro miles, This
iz o low depression which is being gradually filled by silt deposits
of the tidal channels whioh interseot it. 1t serves as s ocesspool
for the sowngo of Cnleutln, A portion of the lake nt Dhapa
1 being gradually reclaimed by the doposit of street refuse, which
is railed out: daily from Cnloutta. .
Syimnagar.—Villago in the Barrackporo sub-division of the
94.Parganns District, Bengal, situnted in 22° 50'N. aud 88° 24
L. on tho oast bank of tho Mooghly river, on the Eastem
Bongal State Railway, and 19 miles north of Caloutta. Population
(1901) 102. A short distance onst of the station aro the ruins of
an old fort swrrounded by a moat, four miles in circnmfercnee,
built in tho 18th century by a Raja of Burdwin es. s refuge
from the Munrathis. Tho fort now bolongs to the Tagore family
of Onlouttn, and.its ramports are studded by thick dato plantations. |
A Bonskrit college and o charilable disponsary are mainiained
by. Mebaraja Sir Jotindr Mohan Tagore. ~SyZmnagar lies within
the GarurLiA municipality,

. Taki,~Town in the Basirhét sub-division, 24-Parganns Die-
trict, Bengal, situated in 22° 35’ N, and 88° 56’ K. on tho
Joumund river. Population (1901) 5,089, Taki is the oentre of &
considerablo rice trade. It was constituted & municipalily in
1868, Tho avernga income and oxpenditure for the deonso onding
in 190102 woro Rs. 2,200 and Rs. 2,100, respectivoly. The
incomo is derived chiefly from o tax on persons (or proporty tax),
and in 1908-04 smounted to Rs. 2,300, the expenditure in (he
*m%’i%agra}r)ﬁmgin :}:’Qoo'th B b-di

1 ~Jown In the Barrackpors sub.divis 10
24-Parganas  Distriol, Bengal, situtl’!]ile)d in '22° ‘ng’nl\?f ::3
%S;a?-n% on, the loft bank of the Hooghly river, and on the

engal State Railway. Populafion (1901) 16,085, of



CALCUTTA. . 37

. whom 11,461 are males. Titigarh was at ono time s fashionable
place of residence for Europeans, but it is now a busy commercial
town containing four jute mills and & paper mill. It was formerly
included within the éouth Barrackpore municipality, but in 1895
it was constituted a separate municipality. Tho averago incomo
during the 9 years since the separation has been Rs. 19,001 and
the expenditure Rs. 16,000. In 1903-04 the income was Rs. 40,000,
including & loan of Rs. 13,009 from Government, Rs, 11,000
derived from o fax on houses and lands, and Rs, 12,000 realized
from a coneervancy rate. The expenditurc in the same year was
Rs. 25,000, :

Tollygunge.—Town in the bend-quarters sub-division of the
24-Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 22° 30’ N. and 88° 14
E. 4 miles south of Caloutts. Population (1801) 12,821, Tolly-
gunge is a southern suburb of Caleutta, with which it is con-
neeted by an electric tramway, and the northern portion of it forms
port of the “Added Arca” of Caloutts, It contains a polico-
station and tho barracks of the 24-Pargauns police reserve,
a steeple-chase courso, and the grounds of tge Tollygunge club, in
which golf links have been laid out. Several of the descondants
of the Mysore royal family have their residence here, Tolly-
gunge was included in the South Suburban municipnlily until
1901, when o separnte municipality was constituted. The average
income and expenditure during the 3 years sinco the constitution
of the municipality wero Rs. 15,000. In 1903-04 tho incomo was
Re. 18,000, half of which was obtained from a tax on houses and
lands, end the expendilure was Rs. 19,500.

Calcutta (Halikala).~Capital of the Indian Empire and the
officisl residence of the Viceroy and Governor-General, situated
on the east or left bank of the Hooghly river in 22° 34’ N,
and 88° 22°E,, in the 24-Parganns District, Bengal, The city
lies about 86 miles from the sea, and is only 18 to 21 feot above
the mean sea-lovel. Btrotching northward for 6 miles along the
river-bank, and bounded on the east by tho Circular Canal and
the Salt Lakes, it covors at the present day an area of 20,547
acres, of which only 1,792 are rural, and 1,113 nores form
the Maidan. Onlentin is eo called after o village, which formerly
ocoupied the site of the modern Bow Bazar : tho name is supposed
by eome to be connected with the worship of the goddess Kaili,

Tho city is hounded on all sides by suburbsn municipalities
which have been excluded from Celoutfa for purposes of muni.
oipal administration. Qosstrorr-Crirrur on the north,MANIKTALA
on the east and Garoex Ruacn on the sonth-west, as well ns

_Howran on the west bank of tho Hooghly river, hro industrial
suburbs, which form an integral-part of the life of the motropolis,
If theso bo included, Onlouite has a populution of 1,106,738,
,which is greator than thet of any Turopoan cily, excopt London,
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Oonitantinople, Paris and Berlin, end of any city in Amerie,
except Now York, Chicago and Philadelphin. “Excluding China,
the population of whose cities is_uncerlain, the only ity in_
Asin with more inhabitants than Calentla is Tokio, nnd nextto
London, it is the most populous city iu the British Impiro. Tho

resent article is, however, confined to the municipal town of
}(}nlnutta ns dofined in Bengal Act IIL of 1849, Fort William
and the water ares, the population of which is 808,069, 4,612
and 34,215 respeotively.

The imporanco of Caleutia lies in its position as the capital of
tho empiro and as a seaport situnted on & navigable river and
connceted by converging lines of railway, rivers, navigable canals,
and roads with tho rieh valloys of {he Ganges and Bralmaputra,
whose produco it exporls overseas, while it supplies their denss-
population with the producls and manufactures of othor conntries.

In tho centro of the town stands Fort William surrounded
by the noble expanse of park known s the Maidin, North
of this are tho shops zuu{’ business houses of the Europeans,
whoso residentisl quarter honnds it on the cast. To tho sonth
tnd south-cast lio the Furopesn suburbs of Bariveuscr and

-.of Anirorr, which contains tho residence of the Licutenant-

William and tho

Governor of Bongal. Surrounding the Luropesn quarter oh all
sides is the nativo town, Immediatcly north of the Lurupesn
commoreial quarter is Burra Bazar, the chief centro of native
busiuess ; the buildings aro mainly one-storied mnsonry shops, and
it is only hero and i the ndjoining quarlors of Jorabagin and
Bow Bazar that brick buildings are mnore numerous thon tiled
buts. Throe-fifths of tho wholo population live in the latfer,
whioh have mud or wattle walls mu{) aro known as kae/.cha houses.
Tho nativo town is traversed by three mnin ronds from north
to south, and by fivo or six ronds from ecast {o wost, but with
hoso oxcoptions it is extromely ill-areanged.  The lanes dre
narrow, tortwous and badly lit; the dwellings avo overcrowded and
insaniary ; and the overwhelming proportion of one-storied hoises
gives this portion of tho town a peouliarly squalid appearance
\;himh belies the proud title of a cily of polaces which Oaloutta
claims, ' .
Tho city of Colenita indludes tho nrea nnder the control of
the munieipal cﬁpom{iou, or Ceploulta proper, and also Fort
d uiddn (1,283 aares), whioh nro tindor tho mili-
tary authorities, and the water area, or port and canals, with- dn
exon of 7,310 nores, Oploutte proper ‘apain is divided into the
#0ld Town”’ and the “ Added Aven” The former, which covers
3,766 aores, is divided into 18 wards, and is situated botween
Lower Circulor Rond and tho river Hooghly. This.is tho tract
within the old Maraths ditoh, and corresponds with -the orieinal
0ivil jurisdiotion of the Sedar Diwani Adaiat, The Added Ares
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lies south and east of the Old Town, afd is separated from it
by the Circular Road; it contains 8,188 acres distributed over 11
wards, Itwas excluded fromthe Suburban municipality and added
to Calcutta by Bengal Aot IT of 1888,

The soil on which Caloutta is built has been “formed at & Geology.
comparatively recent date by the alluvial deposits of the Gangetio
delta, and excavations made for tanks and foundations disclose
alternate layers of sand snd clay. A bore hole sunk in Fort
'Vgﬂ];iamin 1840 rovealed on ancient land surface af o depth of
382 feet.

The olimate is hot and moist; The average mean temperature Climate.
is 79°, the mean maximum being 102° in May and the mean
minimum 48° in January. The average temperature in the
hot weather is 85° in the rains 83, and in the cold season
72°, Humidity averages 78 per cent., of saturation, ranging from
69 per cent. in March to 89 per cent in August. The average
annuel rainfall is 60 inches and the average number of rainy days
in the year 118.

At the beginning and close of the rainy season Caloutts is Cyelones.
frequenfly visited by cyclones, the most disastrous having
occurred in 1737, 1842, 1864 and 1867. In that of 1787 the
steeple of St, Anne’s Church fell to the ground, many houses
were blown down, and all but one of the ships in the river
were driven ashore. In the cyclone of 1864 as many as 49
persons were killed and 16 injured; several brick houses were
destroyed or damaged, and only 28 of the 195 vessels in the
port escaped without injury.

The earthquale of 12th June 1897 was severely felt in Earth.
Celontta; the steeple of the Cathedral was destroyed and 1,300 quake.
houses were injured.

Caloutte is mentioned in a poem of 1495 as a village on History.
the bank of the Hooghly. When the Porfuguese began to
frequent the river about 1530, Bareaon, not far irom Hooghly
on the old Saraswati river, was the great emporium of frade.
Owing to the shallowness of the upper reaches of the river, how-
ever, the ships used to anchor at Garden Reach, and their goods
were sent up to Salgaon in small boats; and a market thus
sprang up at Betor, near Sibpur, on the west bank of the Hooghly,
which the Porfuguese made their head-quarters. In the 16th
dentury the Saraswati began to silt up, and Satgaon was aban-
doned. Most of its inhabitants went to the town of Hooghly,
but about the middle of the century four families of Bysakhs and
one of Seths founded the village bf Gobindpur on the site of the
thodern Fort William., Shortly after this the Portuguese moved
to Hooghly, deserting Betor, and the trade of the labter place
was graduslly transferred to Sttanuti (cotton mart) in the north
of modern Caloutte. Job Charnook of the British Hest Indis
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Compnany camo to this place in 1686, after his ekirmish with, the'
Mughals at Hooghly, and formulated certain domands on
the Nowab, Theso were rojected by thoe latter, who ordered his
subordinates to drive the British oul of the country. Charnock
retalinted by destroying the ealt-houses and forts at Tima
or Garden Reach and eeizing Hijili. Yo wos shortly afterwards
superseded by Captain Heath, who camo cut from Eugland
with instructions to ecizo Chittagong. The altcmpt on this
plece failed, but on the 24th August 1690 tho English re
turned to SitaAnuti under Charnock, at the invitation of the
Nawi#b, and lnid the foundation of modern Calentta. '
Soveral rensons led to tho selootion of this placo as the hesd
uartors of British trado in Bengal. The Hooghly river tapped
the rich trade of the Ganges valloy, and Caleutta twas situated
at tho highest point at which the river was navigable for soa.
going vossels; il was morcover protected against attack by the
river on the west and by morasses on tho east, and it could be
dofended by the guns of the shipping.

In 1696 the robellion of Subha Bingh, & Burdwin zomindir,
nssumed formidable dimensions, and the British applied tothe
Nawb for permission to fortify their settloment. This was
gronted, and » fort was constructed on o sito extending from the
modern Fairlic Place on tho north to Koila Ghat Street on
tho south, the river forming tho western, and Dalhvusie Square
tho eastern, boundary. It was comploted in 1702, Four ycans

reviously the .threo villages of Caleutta, Siitainuti and Gobindpur
ad been purchased from the governor of Hooghly. :

The town grew rapidly; within o short fime a wharf; &
good hospital, a Church and barracks wero erected; and in 1707
‘ho Inst Indin Company Directors declared it o soparate Presie
donoy accountablo only fo the Directors in London., The new
settlement was perpelunlly harassed by the Muhammadan govers
nors of Bengal, and in 1717 the Council of the Settlement sent
an embassy to Dolhi to proours tho recognition of their rights
in the country and ?ermission to purchase properly on the banks
of the Hooghly. The emporor granted the permission sought
for, but it was to & great extent rendered nugatory by the
determined opposition of the Nawab.

In 1742, the inhabitants commenced fo dig an entrenchment
round their soltlomont s & defence agninst the Marathés, who
were then raiding Bengal. This entronchmont, kmown as the
Maréitha ditch, followed the course of the modern Ciroular Rosd,
but it was nover completed along tho southern boundary. The
soaro onused by the Marathé invasion and the wing {rade of
the Company brought & large influx of now setﬁ.f;’s, and in 1762

Holwell ealoulated the population gt 409,000, though this wes

prob::bly an over-estimate as the number of houses was stilf less
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than 15,000. The original settlement round the Fort was pro-
tected by palisades, but the Compsny’s servants lived in the
uarter now bounded by Csuning Strest on the north, Hastings
treet on the south, Mission Row on the east, and the river on
the west. Within this area there were in 1763, exclusive of the
Fort and its warehouses, no less than 230 masonry structures, and
the native portion of the town contained ebout the seme number,
The chief event in the eurly history of Caloutta is its capture
in 1756 by Sirdj-ud-deuls, Nawidb of Bengal. The native
troops deserted and the Euro%fans were- driven into the fort,
which was practically indefensible, as its guns were masked by
the surrounding buildings. The Governor and many of the
officials made their escape to the ships, which thereupon dropped
down the river, and the garrison, under the command of Holwell,
were driven to surrender. They were forced, to the number of
146, into a smsll room, measuring ooly 18 by 14 feet, which is
known to history es the Black Hole. Here they were left for the
night: it was the 20th June; the heat was intense, and the two
smell grated windows were quite insufficient to give eir to the
closely packed crowd, who endured terrible sufferings. 'When the
morning came and the door was opened, only 23 were found alive.
The town was recaptured by Olive and Admiral Watson
early in 1767, and after the battle of Plassey, Mir Jafar gave
the English the zamindari of the 24-Parganas, as well as a free
gitt of the town and sume of the adjacent villages. Heavy com-
pensation was paid to the merchants and the Company’s servants
and adherents for their losses, and permission was granted to
establish & minf. From this date the town has enjoyed uninterrup-
ted prosperity. With gart of the compensation money received
from the Nawab, Gobindpur was cleared of its inhebitants and the
foundations of the present fort were laid. It was not finished till
1773 and is said to have cost 2 million sterling, half a million
of which was spent on works to protect the west face from the
erosion of the river. The clearing of the jungle round the fort
led to the formation of the Maidin. In1766 the General Hospi-
tal . was removed to its present site, and at this period the
European querter began to extend southwards along Chowrin-
ghee. In 1778 by an Aot of Parliament the Bengal Counail
was vested with control over the other Indian possessions of the
Company, and soon afterwards Warren Hastings removed the
trear}xiry ]?oa: Murfshidibﬁd to Calentta. ,

o history of municipsl administration in Caloutta dates 3
from 1727, when the first Corporation came” intd existence. It hi!gg? "
consisted of & Mayor and 9 Aldermeh, and its duties were to collest
ground rents and fown dues, and to make the necessary repairs
to roads and drains. Thé emount thus spent was, however,
insignificant, An effort was made, about 1757, to organise a
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munioipal fund by levying a house-tax, but tho soheme cameto
nothin%. The duty of keaping the town in order rested with the
Polico Commissioner ; but its insanitary eondition was notorious,
ond in 1780 tho native town was thus deseribed by Mnckintosh:— '
“It is o truth thal, from the western exiremity of California
to tho enstern coast of Japan, there is not o spot. where judgment,
tasto, decency and convenionee aro so grossly insulfed as in that
senttered and confused chinos of houses, huls, sheds, etrecte, lanes,
alloys, windings, gullecs, sinks and tanks, which, jumbled into
an undistinguished mats of filth and corruption, equally offensive
to human senso and healih, composo the capital of the Euglish
Company’s Government in Indis. Tho very small portion of
dleanliness whioh it enjoys is owing io the familiar intercourse
of hungry jackals hy night, and ravenous vultures, kites and
crows by day. In liko manner i is indebied to tho smoke raised
on publie streots, in temporary huts and sheds, for any respito it
enjoys from mosquitoes, the nalural productions of stagnated and
putrid walers.”

By a statuto of Georgo 1TI Justices of the Peace were appoint-
od for {he town in 1794, and regular assessments wero authorised.
The Cireular Road was metalled, and the conservaney establish.
ment, wns increased. But many defects remoined, and in 1803
Lord Wellesley pointed out the exiromely defective constrne-
tion of the public drains and waier-courses, tho absonce of any
regulntions in rospert of the situntion of public morkets and
slaughter-houses, the irregularity of the buildiugs and the danger-
ous condition of tho streets, and appointed n Lown Improvement
Committes of 30 members to earry out the nocessary reforms.

Sinco 1793 it had beon the practico 1o raiso money for publio
improvements by means of lofterics, ten per cent. of their valuo
botug tet aside for publie works or charilablo purposes. As
long as the Town lmprovemont Committeo enisted, these funds
wero mnde over to it; but in 1817 o Lottery.Committeo was
formed, which was employed for 20 years in schemes for the
improvement of tho town. During this period o great advante
was undoubtedly made. The Town Iall was buill and the
Beliaghata cannl dug, snd o Jarge number of streets were opened
out, including the Strand Road, Amhorst Street, Colootolls and
Mirzapur Stroets, Freo School Streof, Kyd Street, Conal Roud,
Mango Lano, and Bontinok Streot, and {he long roadway formed
by Cornwallis Stroet, Colloge Streot, Wellington Street, and
Wellesley Stroot, with thé 4 adjoining squares. Arrangements
for watering the streets woro also™ introducod. In 1820 o sys-
tomatio plan for road metalling was adoptod at an annual cost of
Rs 25,000. Publio opinion in Englind having condomned this

mothod of providing funds for mupjei .
Cormittae gamo to an end in ISBB.mumpnl purposos, the Liottery
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Meanwhile, under the Aot of 1794, the Justices had met the
expenses of the conservancy and police of the town from a tax
6n houses and licenses for the sale of liquor. Tn 1819 tho house
tax realised a littlo over 24 lakbs, and in 1836 this had risen fo §
lakhs, while 14 lakbs was derived frum excise. The expenditure
on conservancy and police was at this period 63 lakhs, the diffor.
ence being made up by Government.

In 1810 the principlo of municipal taxation was extended to
the suburbs. In 1840 an Aet was passed dividing Caleuttn into
four divisions and euthorising the rate-payers, on an tpplication
mede by two-thirds of them, to undeitske their own assessment,
collection and menagement of tho rates up fo a limit of & por
cent, on the assossable properly in Caloutta. Nothing eame of
this Act, and in 1847 the Justices were replaced by a Board of
7 paid members, 4 of whom were 1o bo elected by the rate-payers,
They were empowered to purchase and hold property for the
improvement of Calcuita and to make surveys, and wore enfrusted
with the maintenance of the streets and drainage. In 1852 thoir
number was reduced to 4, two being appeinted by Government and
two elected; and they wero ollowed & maximum talary of Rs, 250
a month. The house-tax was roised first to G} per cent, and
later to 7% per cent., and o 2 per cont. lighling rate and atax
on carts were authorised; horses and vehicles had already been
mado taxable by the Aot of 1847, Tho Commissioners wero
required to set asido 1} lakhs for the sewage and drainage of the
town. In 1856 their number was reduced to 3, all of whom were
appointed by the Lioufenant-Governor.

In 1863 the municipal government was vested in o body com-
posed of all the Justices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta,
together with all the Justices for the Frovines who happened to bo
resident in Calontta. This body elected its own Vice-Chaiiman and
had a rogular Health Officer, Engineer, Surveyor, Tax Oollector
ond Assessor. A water-rate was imposed and {he house-tax
roised {0 o moximum of 10 per cent. The Justicos’ powers
of borrowing wero oxtended by soveral Acls, and during theip

eriod of office, the drainage and water system of {he town were
argoly doveloped. The New Market was crected in 1874 and
the munieipal tlanghter houses in 1866, Fool-paths wero mado
glo:ﬁ the main thoroughfares, Beadon Bquare “was oponed, and
1n all about 2 crores wers spent on the improvement of the town,

In 1876 & now Corporation was crenled, consisting of 42
commissioners with a Chairman and Vice-Obairman ; 48 of tho
oommissioners woro elected by {he rate-payors and 24 appointed
by the Local Government, This body ‘comploted {he o inal,
drainago sclieme, largely increased tho supply of filtered and

unfiltered water, and effocted man other im s .
the construction of the B xmas & R%nd. ¥ improvements, including
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Tn 1888 the municipsl boundaries were extended by the
inclusion of a largo portion of tho suburbs lying eouth and east
of the Cironlsr Hond. Seven wards were added, and additions
were made to three other wards in the north of the town. The
pumber of munioipnl commissioners was raised to 75, of wh'm
50 woro clecfed, 15 appointed by Government, and the other
10 nominated by the Chamber of Commerce, the Trades Asro.
ciation and the Porl commissioners. During the following
10 yoars the fillered water-supply was further extended, st a
cost of 18 lakhs, ond an underground drainage scheme for
the Added Aren wns siarted. A dhobikhdnd, or laundry, end en
inoinorator were constructed, and a number of insunitery tanks
were filled up nnd replaced by ronds and squares. This consti-
tution romained unaltored until 1900, when it was reploced by
tho system of municipal government now in forcs which will be
deseribod further on.

The population of Caloutta in 1901 was 847,796, the menn
density for the whole town being 41 perzons per acre, whilo it was
68 in Calouttn propor. By far the most crowded ward is
Colootolla with 281 persons to tho nore, end it is followed by
Jordsinko (202), Jorabigin (201) and Moocheopdra (198) ; these
wards uro in tho centre of tho nativo commeroial quarfer. The
lowest donsity oocurs in the suburbs of Alirore and Ballygunge,
whore much Jand is still not built over "The groatest inoresss
in population during tho last decade has occurred in the
wards which were already most populous in 1891, Judged
by European siandardes, the city is scrionsly overcrowded;
more than half the population have less than half a room per
hosd, and 90 por cent. have three.quarlors of b room or les
In Burra Buzar no less than ‘9,581 persons out of 31,074
aro orowded four or moro info cach room. The town in normsl
yonrs is fairly healthy, but of late tho mortality has been greatly
swollon by the plague, which in 1003 accounted for 8,222 deaths
out of a total of 20,765; the other chiof diseases nre fover,
dysentory, cholora and respivatory complaints.

Estimates of tho populntion were medo from time to time,
but they wore pnrtial and untrustworthy, and it was not until
1870 that tho first complote consus was taken. The population
thon enumerated for the whole aren of modern Calontts wes
611,784, which grow fo 012,307 in 1881, to 682,305 in 1881
and to 847,796 in 1901. 'On tho Inst {wo ocoasions the increases
have smountod to 11 and 24 per cent. rospaotively.

Only a thivd of the population of Unloutte woro born thore;
half were born in other parls of Bongal and onc-seventh in other

arts of Indin. Tho number of persons born in other countries
in Asin is 2,873, in Europe 6,701, in Africa 96, in Ameriea 175
in Australis 80 ond ot sen 9, Of the number born in other
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arts of Bengal the 24-Parganas supplies nearly one-fifth, and
arge numbers come from Hooghly, Gays, Patna, Midnapore and
Cuttack. Of those from other parts of British India the bulk are
recruited from the United Provinces, ohiefly from Benares,
Azmgarh, Ghizipur and Jaunpur. Of other Asiatics, tho Ohinese,
who congregate in Ohina Bazar and the Bow Bazar and Waterloo
Street sections, acoount for 1,709, of whom only 141 are females.
Of those born in Europe 6,760 are Britich and 961 como from
other countries, France (176), Germany (168) and Austria (108)
alone having more than 100 representatives.

In the whole population there are only half as many women
as men, This is due to the large number of immigrants, among
whom there are only 279 fomales to 1,000 males; the majority
of these are temporary settlers who leave {heir families at homo.
Another result of the Jarge volumo of immigration is that 44 per
omt. of the entire population are male adults, which is double
the proportion for the whole of Bengal. ‘

o less than 57 different langunges are spoken by people
living in Caloutts, of which 41 are Asiatic and 16 non-Asiatic.
The Bengali-speaking %opulnﬁon numbers 435,000 and the Hindi-

eaking  319,000. About 81,000 persous speak Oriys, 29,000
inglish and 24,000 Urdii.

y religion 65 per cont. are Hindus, 294 per cont. Muham-
madans and 4 per cent. Christinns, leaving only about 1 per cent.
for all other religions combined ; the latter include 2,903 Buddhists,

1,889 Jews and 1,799 Brahmos. Hindus preponderate in the

north of the town, while the chief Musalmin centres are Coloo-

téﬂln'.ﬂ and Moocheopére, and the outlying wards near the Dooks and
anals,

During the deeade onding in 1901 the growth of the ¢t
Christian populetion was 31 per cont. The nu‘inber of native Mitsm‘:
Christians during the same period inorensed from 6,671 to 9,872,
or by 49 per cent, the Roman Catholic missions with a gain of
88 por cent. boing tho most snccessful. The chiof Protestant
;goselytlm'ng: bodies are the Church Missionsry Society, the

xford Mission, the Baptist Mission, the London Mission, the
Episcopa] Methodist Mission and the missions of the Established
and Freo Churches of Scofland. Besides direot evangeliza-
tion, most of the missions maintain schaols and colloges, and {hus
pto%o;%‘t&xe cuugsg gi %igher i(}l‘umtion. : )

rihmans (83,000) are the most numerous cnsto, and with Castes
Kayasths (67,000), Kaiboritas (37,000), Subarnabanike Tﬁg and
Chomirs (25,000 each), Goilas (23,000). and Tantis (21,000) grond™
account for more than half tho Hindu population, Among the B
Muhammadans 91 per cent. aro Bhaikhs and 6 per cont. Pothans,

while Saiyids. numboer 8,000, E
Eurasizns 14,482, ! uropesns number 13,671, and
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The main fentures of tho stalistics of ocoupation prepored af
the consus of 100] aro reproduced below :—

Worrrere, Total number) Pereentago
Main head of occu. of warkers | to whole
pation, and depeads | popnles
Mule. Female. £nta. tion.
Government servies ... 18,737 218 29,500 §
Posture end  ngrienl .
turg . 12,413 1,370 30,754 4
Pecsonnl srrvice B1,704 23,649 148,033 8B
Preparation snd supply
of materinl sutstancos 140,110 12,97 7,718 B2
Comnmerce, trade and
storage 123,605 1,081 208,854 29
Professions .. ... 20,083 2,449 64,512 8
UneLilled labour e 83,054 16.967 61,623 vl
1ndependentlof labour 1,171 6,629 35,017 4
Totl .. | 411,060 66,236 { 547,796 i 100

Nenrly o third of the inhabitants of Caleutta sre ongaged in
manufactures, and nearly a fourth in trade, while perzonal service
accounts for a sixth. Assuming that o mon does nof begin
to work until 16 yenrs of oge, it would appear that no Jess thin
96 per cent. of tho mnles above that age are notual workers; the
corresponding proportion in_the caso of women is only )
Tho indusirisl population is most numerous in Colootolls,
Moocheepira, Joracinko, Bhawinipur, Intally and Benidpukur,
while Jorisinko, Burra Bazar and JorAbigin wards have the

oatest mumber of persons engnged in commerce, ‘The pro-
essional eloment is- strongest in Burtolls in tho north, andin
Bhawanipur in tho south of the town. "

The oty itself confnins buf fow factories, only 3 jute mill
end 2 jufo pressos lying within the town, In tho outskirhk
of tho city, however, soveral smaller industrial oconcorns 81
situnted, including 63 oil-mills chiefly worked by catile, 24
flour mills, 2 rico mills, 16 iron fonndries and 12 tanneries, which
omploy less than 13,000 porsons ol told. The chiof homo_indus-
trics nro potlery and brass-work, but Chlontts exports Little of
its own manufacturos, and it is to commeroo that the city mainly
owes ita position. .

Oaleutta came into_existonoo ns a {rading city, becanso its
position. enobled merchants to tap tho rich fraffio of the valley of
the Gungoes. The luxurious courts of tho Mughnl rulers had
fostered tho monufaoturo at Dacen and Murshidabad of beautifnl
silks and musling, which were cogerly bought up in Burope. The
selépotre of Bihir was in groot domand in England for the
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menufacturs of owder during the French wars, and rice,
gesamnm oil, cotgt‘)l: Pcloths, sugear, clarified butter, lao, pepper,
ginger, myrabolams and fgsar silk wero also in groat request.
Bengal produced all these articles, and Calcuffn was tho only
seaport from which they could be exported. )

The demand for Indian muslins gradually died out in Europe,
while early in the 19th century Laneashire began fo export
manufactured cotton goods to India, and tho introduction of
steam-power placed the local weavers at such & disadvantago
that picce-goods &re now by far the largest article of import to
Bengal, while the export of silk and cotion manufactures hnsg
practically censed. Tho export of jute, on the other hand, has
grown enormously since the middle of the 19th century, ond the
production of oilseeds, indigo and ten hos vastly inereased.
Bengal cool isin great demand all over India, and snlt and
mineral oils are largely imported. Through all theso vieissitudes
of commerce, Celcutta has more then held its own, and the
development of railways and of steamor roufes along the main
water~-ways has greatly strengthened its position, so that it now
focuses tho trade of Assam as well as of Eastern Bengal and of
the Gangetic vailsy.

The foreign frade of the port in 1903.04, cxclusive of the Seaborme
transport of treasure, was valued at 90-54 crores, of which exports trde.
smounted to 57°04 crores, and the consting trado at 1161 crores, of
which 6'66 croros represented exports. The total velue of the
sea-borne {rade including tregsure was 112:92 crores.

. .The stendy progress of foreii:; trade in recent years is Foreign
indicated by the figures below which show the avernge anuual t¥de.
value of the foreign imports and oxports of merchandise (omit-

ting treasure) during successive quinquennie} poriods :—

Fivo years Jaakhs of rupees. | Five years Lakhs of rupees.
ending Tmports. Exports, | eoding Toports, “Yports,
1876 w1648 23,59 1895 w2390 80,07
1880 .. 1780 o778 | 1900 .. 2645 460
1885 « 21,50 83,08 | Four years !
1890 o 2344 3523 eadiug

1904 o 82,06 b4,28

The chisf imports into Caloutta aro cotton good
ing in 1903-04 & valuo of over 16 crores, Noxg{;ogns,i;;}:::&?:;
are treasuro, metals, oil, suﬁar and machinery, and {heso arq
followed by wocllon goods, hardware and outlery; salt liquors
:ﬁ)::;:l,o fdizgs.nnd rtr;mlway Imnter]i_nlx‘l}. Abont’ soven-oiéhths (in’
imports cam D ; . ;
whole being frompthe Uniteil I?i,:?gddmr.ope’ tlfroe uarteta of the

The chief exports are raw énd ‘manufaotured jut i

[ . 3 . t
‘ lndles and qkfns, oilsgeds, grain #hd pulses, indigo,Jﬁ;:'r:\:" zgfﬁ'
cogl, raw silk, saltpetre and oils> Tho most striking featura in
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the growth of the oxpor! trade has beon the enormous inereass in
tho shipments of jute and coal. The exports of jute have risen
from 8 crores ip, 180394 to noarly 20 orores in 1903-04, and
now form sbout three-cighths of the outward trade; while the
shipmonts of coal to foreign ports amounted in 1901 to moro than
half & million {ons nsagainst 8 tons in 1880, During the same
period the imports of forcign noal dwindled {from 70,000 to 2,000
tons, Moro than half of tho oxporl trade was with Buropean coun.
tries, the United Kingdom taking a third of tho whole. Of the
Continental countries Gormany took almost as much as all the
others combined. The trade withtho United States camo next
to that of the United Kingdom, and China took rather less than
Qormeny. It is o signifieant fact that the balauce of trade hes
boon in favour of this country thronghout the pariod mentioned.

Tho coasting trade has beon influenced considerably by exten-
sions of railway commupications and by tho development of
direet steamship communieations botween other Indian ports and
abrond. Tho value of imports in 1903-04 was 5§04 lakhs, of
which 462 Iakhs wns the value of Indian produce and 32 lakhs
of foreign morchandiso, while 10 lakhs ropresonted treasure. The
oxports wore valued at 726 lakhs, of which 587 lakhs was the
valuo of Indian produco and 79 lakhs that of foreign merohandies,
tronsure amounting to 60 lakhs. Tho chiof poris with which the
cossling trade is corried on aro Rangoon, Moulmein, Akyab,
Bombay and Madras. The imports aro colton goods and salt
from Bombay, rico and mineral oil from Burms, and sugar,
vogotablo oil and oilsocds from Madras; and the exports are grain
ond pulses, conl, jute and gunnies, spices, tobacco and tes.

n xespeet of internal trado, the principal articles which mnke
up tho imports to Caloutta ere, from Bengal, raw and manu-
faotured jute, rico, coal, linsced, opium, ten, grain end pulses,
hidos and skins, silk and indigo; from the United Provinees
opium, oilseeds, groin nnd pulses, hides and skins and minoral
manufactures; and from Assam tea, oilsoeds, grain, pulses and
limo. In 1901-02 the imports from Bengal wero valued at nenr:{
49 orores. Calonitn boing tho chief distributing contre of Bengal,
the prineipal atticles exported to the interior are the samo as those
enumernted under the head of foreign imports, The totel
exports from Colouita by rail, rond and river woro valued ab
nearly 88 orores in 1908-04,

The ohjef nssociations connected with the trade and commerce
of the town aro tho Bengal Chamber of Commercs (founded in
1834) with its affilinted Sociatios, and tho Royal Exchenge, Bongal
Bonded Warchouse Assoointion, the Qnloutin Trades Associntion
end the Bengel National Ohamber of Qommerao.

Throo great railways converge on Onloutts. Tho Epst Tndian
Railway connects Oaloutta with Bombay, the United Provinoes and
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the Punjab, and is the outlet for the rich {raffio of the Ganges
valley, ~Ifs terminus is on the west bank of the river at Howrah,
but & branch crosses the Hooghly by a bridge at Naibati 25 miles
up the river and provides access to the docks at Kidderpore
over tho Eastern Bengal State Railway. The Bengal-Nagpur
Railway runs through Orissa to Madvas, and westwards through
the Central Provinces to Bombay ; its terminus is also at Howrst h,
but e wagon ferry plies between Shelimir and {he docks. The
Eastern Q.Bengn] State Railway, tho terminus of which is at
Sealdal, conneots Caloulta with North and East Bengal aud
Assam and with Diemond Harbour, .

The railways, however, by no means monopolise {he traffie.
Numerous notive craft ply upand down the rivers, along tho
channels through the Sunderbans which conneet Calcutta with
Eastern Bengaﬁ and the valley of the Brohmaputra, and on
the Midnapore and Orissa Coast Conals. Thoro are also
reveral large steamer companies, whoso vessels pavigate theso
inland waters ond carry an extensive consting {rade to the
Orisso ports; the most important of these aro the India
General, and the Caloutta Steam and River, Steam Nevigation
Companies,

Thé Port was formerly under direct Government managoment,
but in 1870 o Port Trust was formed, consisting at first of
12, and ofterwards of 15, commigsioners. The Sirand bank
lands were subsequently made over to them on an ammual quit-
rent of Rs. 37,392, The value of the property taken over
by the Trust wos estimated at 27:65 lakhs, nud with furtber
advances the debt was consolidated into a singlo lonn of 60 lakhs,
During the last 80 yosrs tho commirsioners have beon addin
considerably to the facilities of the Port. In 1870 thore were
only 6 serew-pile jollies, 6 cranes and 4 sheds for the accom-
-modation of the sea-going trade ; whereas now {here nre 6 un-
loading berths for sen-going vessels at the jotties, with o frontage
of 2,982 feet, and oll the londing is dono separately ot tﬁo
Kidderpore docks. These docks, which were constiucted in
1884-85 at o cost of 285 lakhs, consist of o basin, conncolod
by & double passage with the wot docks, whioh ncoommodate
12 vessels, and of two graving docks. Tho Petrolonm Whar! af
Budge-Budge was established in 1886, and tho Pon Warchouse
in 1887, In 1889 the Port commissionors woro madoe the Cone
servators of thé Port. Thoy have their own dock-yurd and
workshop, and they maintain o stafl of Assistent Tlarbouy Mastors,
who teke over the pilolage of all vessels from Churdon Roaoh;
they liconse all eargo boals and pay threo-fourths of the cost of
the River police; they survey and propare charts of'the river

from Caloutia to {he son, nnd i ighting
of tho Honoim nnd are responsible for the lighting

I

The Forl.
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The revenuo of the Pert in 1803-04 amounted to 80 lokhs
and the oxpenditure to 77 lakhs. Tho bulk of the income is
derived from o toll of 4 annos & ton on o]l goods ghipped or
disoharged. The capital debt amounts to 501 lakbs, and tho book
valuo of tho Trust property is returned at 656 lakhs, exclusive of
tho Strand Bank and Howrah foreshore lands snd an accumu-
lated sinking fund of 42 lakhs. )

The Evon bofore the foundation of Caloutta, the I:}nst India
Hoogbly Company had found it necessary to maintain o specinl staff to
pllots. %\u’do‘ ships through the difficult chonnels of tho Hooghly. The
ilot’ Bervice is now a Government department, consisting in
190304 of 58 officers paid by feos. Some account of the action
takon from {imo lo time Lo keop tho chaunels open, and to
facilitato navigation, will bo found in the articlo on the Hocom.t

RIVER,
Sbipping.  The trade of the port has grown up sinco 1727, when the
nhipging wns ostimated at but 10,000 fons. The stoady growth

of tho frado in rocent years will bo seen from tho following
abstraot s
LxTehen, CLRARED.
YBan.
Number of Number of
veasels, Tonx. vessols, Tous.
1886-87 1,387 1,563,655 1,410 1,620,877
1801.92 1,440 1,912,681 1,418 1,849,676
180697 1,676 2,070,766 1,679 2,060,867
1001.02 1,400 2,864,700 1,614 2,978,780
1003-04 1,603 8,174,816 1,669 8,176,202

Tho most noticeablo fontures of reoent years aro the substi-
tation of stesm for sailing vossels, tho rapid growth of the
oonsting trade, and tho inoroaso in tho sizo of the veswels visiting
the port. In 1886-87 tho number of sailing vessels was 460,
but in 1908-04 it had dropped to 87, aud only 29 of these
hailed from forcign ports. "During the same poriod the volume
of the consting trade has grown from 1,410,000 tons Lo 8,317,000
tons; tho avoragoe tonmagoe of vessols engoged in the forcign
trade has inorensed from 1,449 to 2,622 tons, and that of consting
vessels from 881 to 1,679 tons,

_ Up to 1867 only two of the ronds in Caloutta were metalled
with stone; but in 1906 there wero 300'43 miles of road, of
which 117 miles were wefalled with stone. Thoe roands are
mainteined by the Corporation with the excoption of thoss on
the Maidfin which were under tho chargo of the Public Works
department. The city in intersected by four main roads running

Roads and
bridges.
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parallel with the xiver. The most westerly of these, known as the
Strand Road, has been formed by sucoessive reclamations of the
foreshore and skirts the river bank from Hastings to Nimtolla,

ssing by Fort William, the Eden Gardens and the Jetties.

ast of this is the Chowringhee Road with its row of lofty
houses facing the Maiddn, which a traveller of the 18th century
described 2s © an entire village of palaces,” This road, with its
northern continuations, Bentinok Street and tho Chitpur Road,
occupies the site of the old pilgrim road to Kali Ghat; and its
southern continuation. known as the Russa Road, is still the route
for pilgrims visiting that shrine, Between this and the Lower
Ciroular Road is o strest running through the heart of the town,
the various sections of which are celled Wellesley Streot, Colloge
Btreet and Cornwallis Street ; and to the east of it the Lower Cir-
cular Road sweeps round the town, one saction of it following the’
course of the old Maritha ditch, These four main roads are linked
by a number of oross streets, the most important of which are Park
Street, passing through the European quarter and so callod beeauss
it originally bordered the spacious garden of Sir Llijah Impey ;
Dhurramtolla Street, passing through a quarter largely inhngited
by Eurasions; Ll Bagar and its continustion Bow Bazar, in the
centre of the native town, presenting a mass of densely packed
houses and shops; Canning Street and Harrison Road named
after Lord Conning and o former Chairman of the Corporation;
and, to the north of the town, SBobhd Bazar end Groy Strest,
From Government House to Kidderpore two miles to the south,
stretches the oldest road in the Maidan, known as the old Courss
and described in 1768 as being “out of town in o sort of angle
made to teke the airin *; to the north this road rums into Old
Oourt House Street, 5o called from the Old Court Bouse pulled
down in 1792. Starting from Kidderpore the Garden Reach and
Circular Garden Reach Roads connect the dooks and the mills
fnn%pg the Eooihly with the main town, while to tho south
the Diamond Harbour Road links Oaloutta with the harbour aftor
wbial;l it is named.

outtn is conneoted with the important ity of Howrah,

the west of the river, by several If)erries nndyu.lso by a ﬂoa’ti:;
bridge opened in 1874. This structure supported on pontoons is
1,680 foet in longth between the abutments, and hes o road-way
for carringes 48 feet in width with footpaths of 7 foot on eithar
side. The bridge is opened throe times n weok to allow ships to
pass to the dookyards above, and while it is open, o ferry steameor
plies noross the river. Bridges over Tolly's Nullgh at Kidderpore.
Alipore and Kalf Ghat connect the sonth-enst portion of the presoni':
oity with the old town. On the north the majn ronds converge at

the Chitpur Bridge, by which 1
the Girctlx)lu- o ngls: y which the old Grand Trunk Roud orosses

T2
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Lines of tramway run from the High Court to Tollyguogs,
Nimtolla Ghit, and Sealdah, and from the Esplanade to Chitpr,
Sham Bazar, Kidderpore and Belgichin, Themo tramways have
boun recontly olectrifiod. There is o Jarge Fuburban traffio along
all the main lines of railway, and also on two small light railweys
from 1{owrnh to Amts and Sheahhala,

In tho * Qld T'own ” civil justice {4 ndministered by o Judge
of tho Lligh Conrt, who eits singly and 1ries erses above Rs. 2,000
in value and suits concerning land, and by the snall eauso ocourt
with & Judges who try snits up {0 Rs, 2,000 in valne, In the
“ Added Area™ & rm.ll ennse court and 2 Munsifs’ courts sit at
Sonldah, and 3 Munsifs’ courts at Alipore; these are subordinate
to tho District Judge of the 24-Psrganas, Both the Distriet
Judgoe and Additional Judge of the 24-Larganas have jurisdiotion
in Caleutta under the Land Aeyuisition Aet. Crimmal justice
is administored in the Old Town by 3 stipendiary, ond o nunber
of honorary, Prosidonay Magistrates. The ILigh Court holds
Oriminal Seesions and heass appenls from the Presidency Magis.
trotes. 1In the Added Area the Sessions Judge and Distriet
Magistrato of the 2{.Parganas have criminal jurisdiction. Two
stipendinry magistrates sit, one at Aliporo and the other at Soaldah,
and thero uro alvo sovorel honorary mmgistrafes, Throughout
Culoutta cases under the Municipal Act aro {ried by o stipendiery
municipal magistrale, ‘

. The Chief Presidonay Magisirato is also the prosiding offieer
in the cowrt for the trial of pilots and Judgn of the Court of
Burvoy for the Port of Qalouttn. .

The ravenuo recoipls under {he mnain hends amounted In
1003-04 {0 83-5 Jnkhs, of which Rs. 18,000 was derived from lad
rovonuo, 297 lakhe from siamips, 333 lakhs from exeiee and gpium,
ond 26°¢ Inkhs from income-lax, The rovenno recoipls under the
samo heads in 1880-81, 1890.91 and 1900-01 woro 335 lakhs, 614
lekhs and 80°1 Jakhs respoctively. In 1881 {ho income-tax hed
not bren imposed,

. Tho Golleotor of Crloutta, who is nssisted 1y a Deputy Colleotor,
is Colleator of stamp rovenuo in {he Old Town, and B
Buperintondent of oxoise rovonuo fhwoughout Caleufta, and it
tho munioipalities of Cossiporo-Chi pur, Manikiala, Garden Reach,
Howrah and Bally, ITe is alw deputy collector of land rev-
enua in the Old Town; and in this respeot is subordinate fo the
Colleo*or of the 24-Pavgonns, whoso ordinary jurisdiotion extends
over {ho Added Aven in all rovonuo matters excepl exoisd.
Thoro is s!tl separate Colloogorc olI inoome-tnx in the 014 Town.

o somnp rovonuo of Colouttn has risen from 23 Jakhs i
1892-93 to 207 lakhs in 1003. . . i
from fuccial and 15 Jokhe Ty "0, L2 lukbs was. ralsed

. L from non-judicinl stamps, Durin
he samg e’ ..1}}9 noome-$ax roovipts yose irom 11')7'22 to 20
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lakhs, in spite of the exclusion from assessment in 1903 of incomes
below, Rs. 1,000, and excise from 25 to 33°3 lakhs. The main
items under the latter head are imported liquor (15 lakhs),
country spirit (19°4 lakhs), opium (4'9 lakhs), hemp drugs (43
lakhs), rum (2 3 lakhs) and far: (Rs. 78,000). .

In the Old Town thero is, striotly epenking, no land Land
revenue, as in 1758 the Kast India Company obtained from the ™' emue:
Nawib o free gront of the aren on which Colentta now siands.
The so-called revenue is reslly ground-rent, whioh has been
permenently fixed and smounts to Rs. 18,163, Tho Added
Area belongs for revenue pur%mes to the 24-Parganas District.
The fract east of Tolly’s Nullah and the Lower Circular Road,
which comprises Bhawanipur, Ballygunge and Intally, is in-
cluded in the Parciansacrayx Government estate. Wost of
Tolly’s Nullah are ordinmy permanently-seftled estates belonging
to private owners; a consideiable aren is, however, included in
Government estate Sahiban Biigicha (sec 4-PAraaxas).

The grand totalrealised by the Customs department in 1903.04 Customs.
was 388 lakhs, to which salt confiibuted 197 lakhs, cofton piece-
goods 494 lakhs, mineral oil 17} lakhs, liquor 221 lakhs, articles of
tood ond drink 124 lakbs, counfcrvailing duties on sugar
3 lakh, and arms and ammunition 1§ lakhs. The export duty on
rice amounted to 16% lakhs, Besides this, 26} lakhswas paid into
District treasuries on account of salt imported into Caloutta.

The municipal edministration of the cily is regulaled by Municipal
Bengal Aot ILI of 1499, and is in {he hands of threo co-ordinate 8 ¥
suthorities, the Corporation, the General Committee and the
Chairman. The Corporation consists of the Cheirman, appointed
by Government, and 60 commissioners, of whom 20 are elected
at ward elections, and the remninder are appointed as follows, viz.,

4 by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 4 by the Caloutta
Trades Association, 2 by the Port commissioners and 15 by
the Bengal Government. The General Oommittee coneists of 12
commissioners and the Chairman, who is President. Of the
commissioners 4 are elected by the ward commissioners, 4 hy
the appointed commissioners, and the remaining 4 aro appointed
by the Local Government. The entire exeoutive power is vested in
the Chairman, to be exercised subject to the approval or sanction .,
of the Corporation or General Committes, whenever this .is
expressly directcd in the Act. To the Corporation are reserved .
the right of fixing the rates of taxation and all thoso general
funotions which can be efficiently performed by o large body.
The General Committeo stands between the deliberative and
executive authorities, and deals with those matters which aro
ill-ndapted for discussion by the whole Corporation, but yet

:.lre too important to bo left to {he disposal of the Ohairman
Onel
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The Corporatidn thus constituted commenced work in April
1900, and its offorts have ro far Licen mainly dirceted to the
introduction of o confinnons water-rupply for the wholo town,
tho complotion of the drainago schemo, tho decentralization of
control and the punctual collection of the rates, The town has
boen divided into 4 disiricts, cach with it own stoff, for con-
sorvanoy, ronds and buildings, A large scheme for opening out
the congested arcas, with the assitance of Imperiol funds, is
under consideration.

Tho drinking water-mpply is obtained from the Hooghly
river at Paltd, 17 miles uott{n of Crlenta, where it is pumped up
into eettling tanks nnd filtered. The pure water is conveyed by
gravitation through two iron mains to a mawonry reservoir af the
north ond of the fown. Thones it is pumped into the distsie
buting mnins and threo other ve.orvoirs in different quarters of
the town, and from theso it is agnin pumpedinto the distributing
pipes. The schome was inaugurated in 1860, ond it wos then
intanded to supply 6 million gnllons per diem or 15 gallons per
head. In recent yoars the works have been greatly extonded,
ond the Corporation hss now three pumping s(nfions at Valtd
and four in the town ; there aro 1,997 slondposts snd 5,904 ground
hydrants, and the number of filterod water copuoetions exceeds
20,000, Thoso giso {o Onlentts and the odjncent towns of
Barrackpore, Dum- Dum, Cossiporo-Chitpur, Méniktala and Garden
Reach o dnily supply of over 7,624 million gatlons of filered
walor, or 214 gallons perhend  Tho streots are waiered and the
drains flushed with unfiltored woter pumped wp in Galoutts, avd
for these purposes there are more then 3,600 councctions, The
initin] eost of tho works was 7 lakhs. Subsequent entenkions
hovo incrensod the capital cost to 210 Inkhs; the nnnual cost of
maintonanco is 163 lakhs,

. The schome of under-ground dreirings, by which the tows
is freed of surplus water and of the filth which woter will
oarry, was Insugurated half o century ago. The drainege is
enrriod enstwards by s series of five parallel conduits whioh
discharge into an intercopting sower, apd thopee intos largo
well nt Tengra in the oostern euburhs. Thero it is raised by
sfonm pumps info & high-levol sewer, whioh cnrries it 10
the Salt Wator Lnkos, onst of the town, thers to nndergo
oxidetion. Tho oiginal {)rojoet was oommonced in 1859, snd
took 16 yeors to complelo, but mennwhilo fresh additions
had been found necoesary, ond these gro still incomplote so

for as the Added Aren is conoorned, Th . h
ariginal scheme proved o ve 110 exocution of the
cost fhe muniepality 95 lakhg, fooponnre  Undertaking ood
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Good progress-has been mede in lighting the town, especially asigeqta.

in the southern aren; oil lamps are being graduslly replacsd by weocus.
as; and the incandescent system has been extended ughout

Enloutta. The Corporation have now 11,000 street lamps, of

which 8,500 are gas lomps. A municipal railway conveys strect

. refuse to the Salt Lakes.

The income of the Corg::aﬁon has increased largely in recent Finance,

years, but its expenditure has grown even more rapidly, and its
indebtedness on the 31st March 1904 was nearly 327 lakhs, of
which 179} lakhs has been borrowed during the last deoade.
The chief item of receipt is the consolidated rate, which in the
last 10 years has varied from 32 to 42 lnkhs per annum.
Next in importance are the license tax on trades and professions
and the tax on animals and vehicles. The municipal market- has
also proved o source of profit to the Corporation. The average
receipts and expenditure during the 10 years ending in 1903-04
are noted below:—

In thousands - In thonsands
EXPENDITURE. of rupees. REcCEIPTS. of rupees.
Rates and tazes . . 46,52 ggneml sdministration . . 5,6§
o 4o . ire . . . . «* b
Realisation under special Acts ., 46 Lightmg . . . . . 480
Other revenue apart from Watersupply . . . 17,88
taxation + « + . 484 ]|Dminage s« . s 185 ”
Grants from Government . . 62 ﬁ::l)::t‘: oks , . . . 977
Other contributions . . . 9 Hospitaln: : : : . uig
Miscellancons receipts including Conservaney . . ., , 11,90
salo of water . . . 2,84 ges'zl'::lon l‘;lf bzrtllu and deaths 14
ran ic institutions . 8
me.| A 1 X 14 Cuntribuﬁi::r‘l for goneral pu:poucl 13
Renlization from sinking funds Interest on loans . 1,88
for repayment of loans , . 1,06 | Miscellancous . ., , . 8,62
Mvances .., ., g0 |Tomment of leems und con-
. n to sinking fun .
Depotite . . . . . %21 |Advences, . BiUME - 5:?3
Deposits . . . . . 692

Torar . 89,80

Torax, . 8,62

Calou.ttn, possesses many fine buildings, both publio and private. ;
The original Government House ocoupied the sxljte of the lx)no:lut;tx:: ﬁ?)&xﬁ: .
Customs Office. The erection of the present building was o
commenced in 1797 at the instance of the arquis of Wellesley,

who urged that “Indin should be governed from a palace not

from a counting-house.” It was completed in about 7 yeors at o

cost of 18 lakhs., The design was based on that of Kedleston

Holl in Derbyshirs, the structure consisting of four groat wings
running to each point of the compnss from a ocentral 50
eppronched by o magnificent flight of ;

1 steps on th .
The Grand Hall is an exceptionally fine Ehamrll:er, eanﬁm;;tll:e
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building a'so contnins the Couneil Chamber in which the Suprems
Legislaturo holds its sittings. Various articles of furniturs and
trophies reeall tho perilous early days of the Com;mny, baving
beon raptured from Luropean or native powers, The two fine
full-length porirnits of Lowe lo Bien Aimé and of his Queen, with
tho chandeliers and twilve busts of the Cresars in the aisles of
the Marble Hall, aro enid (o havo been tuken from a French ship.

Belvedere, in Aliporo, is the official residence of the Lieuten.
ant-Governor of Bengal. Formerly a country houso of Warran
Ilastings, it was purchased in 1834 as tho residenco of Sir Freder-
ick Halliday, tho first Licutenant-Uovernor of Dengal, Itisa
handsamo edifice and siands in extonsivo and well-kept grounds.
It wns greatly jimproved and cmbellished hy Sir Asbley Jiden.
At the spot which 15 1 0w the west entranes of Belvedere, on the
Alipora Road, was fonght the famons duel botween Warrou
Hastings and Sir Philip Francis, in whioh {he lutter was wounded,
Not far from this spot is astings ouse, the favourite residenco
of tho great Governor-General, which is now ured asa guest-
houso for Nafive chiofs.

To the west of Govornment Ilouse, and nearer o the river,
stands the High Qourt. This imposing structure in tomewhat
florid Gothio was comploled in 1872, on tho site of the old
Bupromoe Court. The design is said to have been suggested by
the Town 11all at Ypros. Tho Town Ilall stands west of Govern-
ment House, botween it and tho High Court It is n largs
building in the Dorio style, appronched by n noblo flight of steps
lending up to the grand portico, It was built in 1804 nt a cost of
gbont 7 lakhs, and contains many inferesting stntues and portras.
The Indian Musoum is situnted in Chowringheo and confainsa
fine colleation of fossils and minerals, n geologieal gallery aund s
gallery of antiquities. Adjoining it nre the Economio Musoum
and the Sohool of Art. “The Mint in the north of the town
covera 184 nmeres, and was built in 1824-30. The style 1s
Dorie, tho central portico boing n copy in half sizo of the iemplo
of Minorva al At&mm. The Viotorin Momorinl 1Tull which it iz
proposed to ereot in momory of the late Queen-Empreds i3 now
1n courso of construction ai tho south cnd of tho Maiddn neer the
Oathedral,

Tho @oneral Post Offico, opened in 1870, occupies a position in
Dalhousio Square on the site of tho old Forl. In'the snmo square
are Writers' Buildings, used for the offices of the Bengal Secre-
tariat, the Oontral Tolegraph Office, tho Currency Office and tho
offices of the” Qommissionor of tho Presidency Division and the
Collector of Calouttn. The offices of the Indinn Secrefariat and
tho Treasury lie betweon Government Houso and tho Town Hall,
aud the Foreign and Military Departments havo recently transferred
their offices to & handsome now Euilding in tho Esplanade. The
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Survey Offico occupies substantinl quarlers i.n Woed Street, The
Bank of Bengal was incorporated as a Presidency Bank by Act
XI of 1876 and has o fine building in the Strand erceled in 1800,
JTard by it is the Metealfe Hall, occupied by tho new Imlpm‘ml
Library. The Mubammadan mos:ques and Hindu templee of
Caleuttn have no great architectmial merit, the onle mosque of
any prefensions being the one ot the corner of i_)lmmxmlnlln
Street which was built and endoved in JR42 by Prince Ghunlim
Mubammad, son of Tipti Sultan  Kali Ghat, in the south of
the town, is o place of great sanetity for llindus, and numbers
go there every dny to bathe in Tollv's Nallah, The temple,
which is sailto bo about 300 yems old, has J44 aneres of lund
assigned for its maintennnce,

Che Cathedral Clhiurch of the See of Cnleutta, St. Paul's, elands Charcles.
ot the eouth-enst corner of the Maidin, It wae eommirnenl in
1839 and conscerated in 1847, and it is practically the work of
Bichop Wilson. Of the 74 of lakhs miced 10 build and endow the
Catbedral, the Bishop pave 2 lukhs, the Toa<t Indin Compuny
1} of lakhs, and 28 lakhs was subseribed in England ; only
Rs. 1,20,000 wa= collected in India. It is built ina stylo which
is knovn in CalenUla ns Indo-Gothie, that is to say Gothie
adapled by e military enginrer to the exigencies of the Indinn
cimate. The building is 217 fert in length with & traneept of
114 fect, and the tower and epire are 207 fret jn_height.  Ameng
the many monuments to famous Englishmen who have eorved in
this country, the most concpicnons i a lifo-tized kneeling fgure
in epicenpal robes by Chaniry benring the ringlo word * 1lober.”

ho spire was rebuilt in 1897, tho original one having hern
destroyed in the enrthquake of that year,

5t. John's, the old Cathedral, was commenced in 1784, I{ was
crected to replace the still older Olurch of §f. Anno's, which acon-
pied the eite of the modem Bongal Couneil Chamber and was
demoliched by Sirijoud-daula in 1756 8t John's war buill
chiefly by svoluntary subseriptions, (ho site heing the gilt of a
Riji, In the graveyard is the mausoloeum which covers the
rempins of Job Charnock; and elobs commemorating William
Hamilton, who died in 1717, and Admiral Wateon, are buill
into tho walls of tho Church. The old Mission Chinreh has
8 peculinr interest as having been crceted bebween 1767 and
1770 hy Kiernander, fho first Protestant Missionary {o Bengal,
ot his own cxpenso, In 1786 the good Swedo found Ljmeclf
unable {o defray the charges involved by his bonevolent
schemes and the chureh was geized by the Sheriff.* Tt wns
reecued ond restored to religions purposes hy Chailex Grand, nfter-
wards {he wel‘H:r.mm Enst Indinn Director, who paid Rs, 10,000
tcho summ af which it was appradsed. ~ Other churches of the Aﬂgiimn'

ommunion are the Yort Chureh of St, Pefer, St Thumm!,
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8t. Btophon’s, Kidderpore, and St. James', besides tovoral ofhers
belonging {o missionary bodies. :

T:og{mnnu Catholio Cnthodral, situated in tho heart of thy:
commeraial quarter, wans huilt in 1797, taking the place of 2
chapel built by the Porfuguese in 1700. The Greck Church in the
samo quarter was built by subseriptions in 1780, and the Armenisn
Chureh was complefed in 1700. Al the corner of Dalhousis
Bquare on the site of the old Mayor's Court Llouse stands the
Scots Church of St. Androw.

Tho Maidn is tho chief open spaee in Onleutla and stretches
from Government Honse and tho Yden Gardens on the north
to Tolly's Nullah on the couth, Chowringhee lying on the esst,
mnd the river and Forl on the wesl. Scatlered over it arxe several
monuments, tho mnst conspicuous of them being the Ochterlony
Monumeont, orcoted in hononr of Sir David Uchterleny, who,
“for G0 yenrs a roldier, servod in overy Indian war from the
time of Ifyder downwards.” It rises 166 feet with n saracenio
capital, and its summit commands s noble view of the city.
Faomng the river is o pillared archway ercoted by the citizens of
Caleatta to perpeluate the memory of James Prinsep, founder of
the oience op Iudian numismatics, Near Purk Street is the fine
bronzo statuo of Sir James Outram, in which he is reprosented
with drawn sword looking round to his troops and ohegrit;ﬁ
them forward. Ameng other monumenis may bo mention
thoss of Lord William Dentinck, Lord Hardinge, Lord Mays,
Lord Lawrence, Lord Dufferin and Lord Lansdowne; and the
statue to Lord Roberts is a noteworthy nddition to this group.
A statuo of Hor lato Majesty Quoen Victoria by Framplon has
racontly beon pluced on the Maidin, waiting till it may find a
more honoured position in the Hall now boing ereoted in her
momory. On the routh-wost sido of the Maidin is the race-
course, whilo the rest of it is dovoted to recreation grounds,

Othor open spaces aro the Eden Gardens, mamed after the
Misses Fiden, sistors of Lord Aucklond, on the north-enst of tho
Maidan, Dalhousie Square in the heart of the official quarter
Boadon Square in the north of tho town, nomed after o Lieute-
nant-Governor of Bengal, and a sories of squares by the side
of Cornwallis, Colloge, Wellington and Wollesloy Streots. The
Zoological Gardens at Alipore wero opened by the (then) Prinos
of Wales in 1876, They aro managed by an honorary Committes
and aro maintsined obiefly by donations and subscriptions,
entrance recoipts and o Governmont grani-in-nid. The expenditure
in 1903-04 amounted to Rs. 87,000, of which Rs. 42,000
was spent on pow buildings. The Government of India hes
ﬁ%gen mg&rlﬁ; ?,f, glo.kh oftrgpoes, which it%:ﬁs beon decided to

ermanont 1mprovements. o ga in
(1803-04) 464 mammals, 842 bg-ds snd 238 reptileag. rdons oonts
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At Sibpur are situated the Botanical Gardens, whioh are
beantifully ]iaid out along the Hooghly and are stocked with rare
tropical plonts. They were founded in 1786 at the instance of
Colonel Alexender Kyd for the collection of plants indigenous
to the country and for the inbrodugtion and acclimatisation of
plants from foreign parts. This object has been fully reu]:sed,
and among the greatest friumphs of the gardens may be mentioned
the introduction of the tea plant from China. They cover 272
acres and contain & fine herbarium, botanieal library ond
monuments to the first two Superintendents, Kyd snd Roxburgh.

Fort William is included in the Lucknow division of the Army.
Eastern Command. The garrison consists of a battelion of
British infantry, a battery of garrinon artillery, a company of
the Indian Sub-Marine Mining Corps, and & regiment of native
infantry in the Fort, and half a squedron of nafive cavalry and
& regiment of native infantry at Alipore. The Volunteer forces
are (1) the Caloutte Port Defence Volunteers in five companies,
two being naval divisions, one of garrison axtillery, one of
sub-marine miners and one of electrical engineers, with a
strength in 1903-04 of 333 ; (2) the Caloutta Light Horse, in 5
troops, strength 187 ; (8) the Cossipore Artillery with 4 batteries,
6 guns, strength 428; (4) the Calcutta Volunteer Rifles with 8
battalions (of which the third is & cadet company), and a strength
of 2,075, including cadets and reservists; and (5) the Fastern
Bengal State Railway Volunteers, strength 728. The military
;Eth(;)rities émve tﬁon%d over the grec’t.%:m of buildings on the

sidin and in the Hastings ward, which lies to the
F m?r ;Vﬂéiqm-m o g8 south of
e Oalcutta police force is under & Commissioner, a Depufy p.1;

Commissioner and additional Deputy Gommissioner’ of Pecﬁ?ctg, Poliee.
and consisis of 8 Superintendents, 56 inspectors, T4 sub-inspeo:
tors and Xuropean constables, 291 head-constables and sergeants
indluding mounted men, 2,484 foot constables and 130 river con.
stables. It has under its control, besides the municipal area, the -
suburban municipalities of Cossipore-Chitpur, Maniktala, part of
Gorden Reach and the river. There are 18 police-stations in the
Old Town and 14 inthe Added Ares and in the suburbs, The
total cost of the force in 1901 was 866 lakhs, of which 815 lakhs
was paid from Imperial and Provincial revenues, and the rest by
local bhodies qnd private individuals for serviees rendered. The
proportion of police to Bpopulation was 1 to 405 persons end to area
7_6 per square mgle. esides ordinary police duties, the Commis-
sioner is responsible for the working of the Arms Aot and the Five.
Brigade. The latter consists of one ohief engineer, 4 engineers, on
European end 4 native drivers, 3 firemen, 18 tindals 84 kholasi :
and 1 inspector of warehouses. The force is equi r

steam engines and 6 manusl engines, and is paggl f&agar‘g;'hbs
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fees levied on jule and other warchouses and parily by eartain
munieipalities, The nnmbsr of fires reported in 1903 in'the lown
and suburby, inoluding Iowrah, was 120, of which 7 only wero
serions,  ‘The Port commis«onors maintain their own boats ard
stafl for fires on the river,

Until 1845, thore does not appaar to have been any disciplined
foree, the only polica being o number of thandddrs and poons
for night duty, but in that year the town was divided into
3 polico divisions, each confaining a polico-station with 6
sub-stations,  In 1852 the numbor of divisions was reduced
to 2, and_in 1877 {he present divisions and thinas weto
ereated. By Aet XIII of 1856 n Commissioner of Dolies was
appointed, and in 1RGS tha delective branch was constituted.
In 1861 tho suburban polier was mada over to the Commis
eioner's eontrol, Bongal Aet 1T of 1866 being pasecd for the
purpoe.  Until 1880 the Ohairman of the Calentta Corporation
was als> Commissioncr of Polien, but in that yenr the appointments
wero soparated. )

Tha Tresilency jail on {he south of tho Maidin contains
necommardation for 70 Turopean and 1,214 native prisoners, the
averago number of prisoners during the year 1903 being 1,209,
The chiel indusiry is the printing of Government forms, and
tho printing work done during 1905 was valued at 177 Jakhs;
minor industries aro the mnnufacturo of mustard oil, wheat
grinding and earpentry. It is intended to transfor thig jail to
nnother site in Alipora, where now buildings are being crecled for
the purpose, Thero aro alio o Distriet and Central jail and a
Roformatory Sohool at Alipore, and & Criminal Lunatio Asylum
a{ Dallunda. .

At tho consus of 1901, 248 por cont of the total population
(200 mnles and 8 fomnles) were refurned as literafe, The
wreentago for Christinns  was 75°0, for Hindus 26'5 and for

nhammadans 12:2,

. The University of Caleut{a exoroisos, by menns of the esamin-
ations for its degroes, parnmount influonce over Euglish educa-
tion {hroughont Benpal. The University building is situated in
Oolloge Streot, and it contains a library adorned with paintings of
somo of the moro famous persons who have beon al various times
eonP%oiod] p'illj h tho Hmvoray ¥ cal

10 higher colleges I Chleuttn are the Peosid the
Doveton, Ia Martinitre, the Freo Ghurch Institut.i:m zﬁgy'pnﬁ
collogo, tho London Missionaxy Sovioty’s Tustitution, ho Sanskrit
gollega, Bishop's collogo, St.” Xavier’s, tho Goneral Assombly's
Institution, tho Motropolitan Institution, tho Oity, Ripon, Confral
and Bangabisi eolloges for men, and the Bethuno no’llon'g for women
Of these tho 1’ro_sidqnoy_, tho Sanskrit and the Bef unor oolleges.
are Government institutions ; the ﬁl‘st_wus founded in 1855 and
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the second in 1824; the third was founded in 1849 by the
Hon’ble Mr. Bethune, and maintained by him till his death in
1851. It-was then maintained by Lord Dalhousio until 1850, and
from that date by the Government. ‘The Doveton college was
first opened in 1823 for the education of Christian boys under
the name of the Parental Academic Imstitution, but it was subse-
quently called after Captain J. Doveton, who gave it an endowment
of 23 lakhs. La Martinitre was founded by General Claud
"Martin, and was opened in 1836. Bishop’s college was founded
by Bishop Middleton in 1820, and was at first located at Sibpur
on the sife now occupied by the Civil Engineering college. The
college of the Scots Church was founded in 1830 and St. Xavier’s
in 1860. The second grade colleges are the Madrasa, the Albert
college, the Armenian college and the Church Missionary college.
The Madrasa (for Muhammadans only) was founded and endowed
by Warren Hastings in 1781 in 1873 it received additionsl funds
from the Hooghly Muhammadan Edueational Endowment, and
it is also assisted by Government. The Armenien college was
opened in 1821, and-is_managed by trustees. Tho Sibpur college
for Engineering (sec Howran town) is situated in the Howrah
]]?8'1sstgict, opposite Kidderpore, and was opened by Government in

Caloutta contains 75 schools teaching up to the standard for
the enirance examination of the University, and « large number
of primary schools. The oldest Christian school is the Calcuita
Tree School, which was founded in 1789 from, the united funds
of the Old Caloutta Charity and the Free School Socioty, which
then amounted to 8 lakhs.

The OCaleutta Medical college is o Government institution,
which was opened in 1835 and had 519 pupils in 1908-04 ; there
are alsq four private medical schools with 454 pupils. Of the
latter the oldest is the Caleutia Medical school to which the Albert
'Vioflt‘)i :E1I;Zospita1 ]zn.s lately been attached,

e two most important hostels undor Government m -
ment are the Eden Hindu hostel and the Elliot{ Madrasa gg{f:l.
The former is intended chiefly for the accommodation of such
Hindu pupils of the Presidency collego and of the Hindu and
Hare schools a3 do not live wilh their parents or guardians ;
the latter is for Muhsmmadans studying at the Calou{fa Madraas
who have 1 parents or guardians {o live with. In 1903-04 {he
number of inmates in the Eden hostel was 247 and in {he Elliott
hostel 222. The total expenditure of the fo

rmer gmounted
Rs. 80,000 and that of the lattor, exclusive of messirg clm;lgzs, ::

Rs. 4,600. - Ou{:, of this Government paid Rs. 700 and Rs, 1.4
respeotively, chiefly for medical attendance and suporinlg;xd(;m?;)
The average cost of a student was Rs. 10 por month per head ix{
the former and a little over Rs.3 in'the laiter.
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Tho Government School of Artatteched {othe Government
Art Gallery was attended by 241 pupils in 190304, An aided
industrinl rchool wns attended by 47 pupils, and 3 unsidel
echools of Art {nught 182 pupils. Hesides, thero were 2 schools
for tho blind nnd a deaf nnd dumb echool. Thero wero 4
training schoola for mistrerses in 1900.01, and ono normal school
for tho training of rohool-masters, 1n addition to the Bethune
collego thore were G other higher class femalo institutions in
Caloutts,

Tho total number of pupils under instruction inereased from
25,124 in 1883 to 40,721 in 1892-93 and 43,979 in 1940-01, while
39,624 hoys and B,277 girls were nt school in 1003.04, Leing
rospeotively 468 and 19°3 per cent, of the number of school-gaing
nge. Tho number of educationnl inslitutions, public and private,
in {hat yenr was 631 including 20 Arle colloges, G secondary
schoals, 311 primary echools and 131 other special schools, The
oxpondituro on cdueation was 18:06 lakhs, of which 622 lakhs
was met from Provincial funds, Rs. 11,000 from municipal
funds and 8-16 lakhs from fees.

Colcutte has four duily nowspapers owned nnd edited by

g:{lg’;‘f‘”d Lnplishmen, viz., tho Englishman, the Indian Daly News, the

cals,

Medical,

Statesman nnd the Ewpire, the Intter being an evening newspaper
which has reoently (1906) been started. The number of other
journals and magnzines nnder European management is not large, '

ut includes a fortnightly illustrated paper, a weekly paper deal-
ing with finance and commeree, an illustrated engineering juutnal
and threo weokly papers dovoted to sport. Other periodicals deal
with roligious subjeats, the interests of planfers and volunteers,
medioino, railways, horticulture, and literary and general matters;
one of tho latler, tho Cakutta Rericw, is nn old ostablished
publioation of somo ropute, There arc also & dnily nowspapers
published in English, but owned and odited by natives, viz., the
Bengalec, Amrita Buzar Patrikg, Indian Mirror, Hindoo Patriofand
Bande Mataram. No losa than 25 vernacular papers are published
in Caleutta, but few of theso are daily journals or are of any grost
importance; tho most influential ave “the Hitabddi, tho Basumali
and the Bangabdsi, all wookly papers,

Tho chiof hospitals aro the Medienl Collese, Xden, Eera,
Sytimn Cheran Law Iiye, Prosidency General, Oampbell, Police,
Sambhu Nath Pandit and Dufforin Viotorin Ild%pitals, the
Mayo Native Hospital with 8 disponsavies and the Chu.;xdnoy
Hospital attachod to it, and tho” Kiddorporo Municipal snd
Dockyard Dispensarids. Of theso, tho Dufferin Vietoria Hos-
pital and the Iiden Hospital aro for womoen only. The Medical
Colloge Hospital was originnlly started in 1838 with only 30 beds
It was very largoly attended and, the acoommodation having soon
been found quite insufliciont, an enlarged building was opened on
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the present site in 1852. The Eden or lying-in Hospital, the
Ezva Hospital for Jews and the Eye Infirmary were subsequently
added to it. The Presidency General Hospital for Europeans
dates from about the middle of the 18th century. The central
block was purchased by Government in 1768, and two wings were
added in 1795. The foundation-stone of a new block was laid in
1898, This is ome of the best hospitals in India; it contains
accommodation for 233 patients, and has been provided with
all modern requirements and conveniences. The Campbell
Hospital, storted in 1867, is the largest hospital in India and has
socommodation for 752 patients. The Police Hospital with a
capacity of 211 beds was opened in 1866 for the trestment of the
members of the Caleutta police. The Mayo Native Hospital, the
successor of the old Chandney Hospital, contains 105 beds and
was opened in 1874, The number of patienis treated in theso
institutions during the year 1908 was 274,000, of whom 25,000
were in-door and 548,000 out-door patients. Of these 163,000
were men, 51,000 women osnd 59,000 ohildren. These charities
are mainly dependent on Government for their support. In
1903, out of & total income of 9-16 lakhs Government gave
6-39 lakhs; 1 lakh was su&)plied from local funds; the Corpora-
tion contribnted Rs. 46,000 ; interest on investments amounted
to Rs. 25,000 ; while only Rs. 7,000 was subsoribed, the balanco
being made up from fees from paying patients. Thero are also
two Lunatio Asylums entirely under Government control, while
a Leper Asylum has lately been erected.

accination is compulsory, and is controlled by the Health vaccina.
department of the Corporation. In 1908-04, 22,492 persons were tion.
vaccinated.

[Census Reports; E. H. Busteed, Eches from OId Caleutta
Coloutta, 1888; R. B, Byde, Parochial Annals of Bengal, Caloutta,
1901; A. K. Ruy, History of Caleutta, Oslouttn, 1002 ; 8. O, Hill,
Bengal in 1756-57, 1905; C. R. Wilson, Old Fort Willium
Beni%'alhlgogi]stn t,—Dist the P

adid District.—Distriet in the Presidency Division, B .
lying betweon 22° 58 and 24° 11/ N,, and 86° 9" nad B0° oo’ paun
with en aren of 2,793 square miles, Itis bounded on the west °nfgurs-
by the Bhagirathi, or Hooghly river; and on the south hy the o™
24-Pargenas; on the north tie Jelangi river separates it from Mur- system.
shidabad and the Padmé or Ganges river from Rajshahi and Pabng :
the Faridpur and Jessore Districts form the eastern boundary. ’

_ Nadia is situated at the head of the Gangetio dolts, and
its alluvial surface, though still liable in parts to inundation, hag
been rajsed by ancient deposits of eilt above the normal -ﬁ’o()d.
level ; its soil is agriculturally classed as high lend, and bears
colc_l-weathor crops as woell a8 rice. The rivers huvo’now venrod
their work of land-meking and sre beginning (o sill up.. The
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genoral aspect 3o that of a vadt level alluvial plain, dotted-with
villnges aud olusters of troes, and intereccted by numerons
rivers, baok-waters, minor slrenms and swamp3. In tho west of
tho Divtriot is tho Xalantur, alow-lyvivg tract of black elay
goil which siretehos from the adjoining part of Murehidibid
through the Kiliganj and Tehita thinas,

Along the northern boundary flows the wide siream of the
Papma  This i now the main channel of the Ganges, which
has taken this eottrso in eomparatively recent times; it originally
flowed down the Bhigirathi, till tho wnered river in e,
c-timation of 1lindns, and it efterwards probably folloned in
turn tho coursn of the Julungi and the Maitabhiuga before it
evenlually took its present direction, flowing almost due ecet
to et tho Brahmaputra near Goalundo.  The rivers which
interseot the Distriet ave thus cither old bols of the Gunges ot
carlier stroams, Iiko the Bhairab, which earried tho drainago of
the Darjeeling limalayns direct {o the sez before the Padmi
broke eastwards and cut them in halves. The whole District is
o network of moribund rivers and streams, but the Buacirita,
tho Jaravocr and tho Marannasca nro the three which an
ealled distinetively the “Napia Rivens”  The Jalangi flows past
tho hend-quarlors elation of Krishnngar, and folla info the
Bhagiathi opposite the old town of Nadit. I{s chiel distributa
is the BlmimL. Tho Matabhanga, aftor throwing off the Pingis,
the umir and the Kabadak, bifurcates near Krishnaganj iato
the Chwrni and lohamnti, and thereafter loses its own name,
Mar<hes abound.

The surlnco consists of sandy clny nnd sand along the course
of tho rivors, and fino silt consolidating info clay in the futter
parts of the river plnin,

Tho swamps afford & foothold for numerons marsh spocies,
whilo {he Yonds and difehos avo filled with submerged and flont-
ing wator-plants. The edgos of sluggish crechs ary lined vith
largo sedges and bulrushes, and the banks of rivers have & hedge-
liko shrub junglo. Desefed or uncultivafed homesdend lands
aro densely covered with villagoe shrubbories of somi-spontaueous
specios, intorspersed with clamps of planted bamboos and groves
of Areca, Moringa, Mangqifera and Auonn, snd the slopes of
cmbankmonts are often well woodud,

Wild hogs are plentiful, and snipn abound ine the swamps.
Thoro aro still a fow lecgmrds, and wild duek are found in tho”
jhils near the Padmia,  Snakes aro common and nccount for some
400 deaths annually ; ahout 90 more are causod by wild animale,
chiofly jnokals, which carry off young childron, .

. l’l‘ho éggnp 110%%%1-:11%;) for the year is 79° and
el woen nn( . The me i e
Tamony 16 70° in Tuno, A0 minimum varios

it ranges
1 1 from 52° in
aod the mean .maximum from 77%in
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December to 97° in May. The aversge humidity is 79 per
cent. of saturation, varyinlf from 71 per cent. in March to
87 per cent. in Amgust. The average rainfall is 57 inches, of
‘Whiﬂril 65 inches in May, 97 in June, 105 in July,
113 in August, 8'1 in September and 4:1 in Ostober.

Floods ocour frequently and cause much damage, the aren Floods
specially Hable to injury being a low-lying strip of land, about
10 miles wide, running in a aouth-easterl; direction across the
centre of the Distriet, It is said that this is swept by the floods
of the Bhagirathi, whenever the great Lamlitikuri embankment
in the M\miidﬁbid District gives way, but it is on record that
the breaking of this embankment has not always been followed
by a rise of the flood-level in Nadia.

The town of Nadis or Nasanwir (meaning new island), from History.
which the Distriot takes its name, has & very ancient history, and
about the time of William the Conqueror the capilal of the Sen
kings of Bengal was transferred thither from Geur. In 1203
Leokshman Sen, the last of the dynesty, was overthrown hy
the Muhammeden freebooter Muhsmmad-i-Ba thtyar Khiljs, who
took the capital by surprise and subsequently conquered the
greater part of Bengal proper. No roliable information is on
vecord about the District until 1582, when the greater part of
it was included af Todar Mal’s settlement in sarkir Batgaon, so
called from the old frade emporium of that neme, near the
modern town of Hooghly. At that time it was thinly inhabited,
but its pandits were conspionous for their learning. The present
Mpahiraja of Nadii is o Brahman and has no connection with
Lokshman Sen’s dynesty; his family, however, claims to be of
great antiquity and sanetity, and traces its descent in a direot
Iine from Bhattanardyan, (:ie chief of the five Brahmans who
were imported from Kenauj, in the ninth century by Adisur, king
of Bengal. At the end of the 16th century o Raja of this
family assisted the Mughal general, Man Singh, in his expedition
against Pmtﬁlzidigxa, tho yebellions R&ja of Jessore, and
subsequently obfained a grant of 14 parganﬁMﬁngir'
a8 & reward for his sorvices. The family appoars to have
reoched the zenith of ifs power and influonce in the middle
of the 18th confury, when Mghéréja Krishna Ohsndra took the
side of the English in tho Plassey oampaign and received from
Lord Clive the title of Rajendrn Bahadur and a present of 12 guns
used &t Plassey, somé of which are still to be seen in the palace.

. The Nadia Distriot was tho principal sceno of the indigo Indigo
riots of 1860 which occasioned so muolI: excitemont thronghont riots.
Bengal proper. The native land-owners had plways been jonlous
of the mfluence of the European plantors, but; the renl cause of
the outbreak was the fact thut the oultivators realised that af
the prieos then ruling it would Py them better to grow oilsceds
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and cereals {han indigo, Their discontent was fanned by
interested ogitators, and at last {hey refused {o grow indigo, The
endeavours made by tho planters to compel them to do so led

. o 'serions rioting, which wns ol suppresced until the ‘troops

wero called out, A commission was appointed to enquire into
the relations between the planters and the eultivators, and matters
graduslly ' gettled down, but a falal blow had been dealt to
indigo cultivation in the Disirict, from which it never altogether.
recovered. A number of faclorics survived fhe agitation, and
gome still continue to work, but the compotition of synthotic indigo
hins reduced tho prico of the natural dye {o such an extent that
the proprictars are finding it more profitable fo give up indigo
and to mauago thoir cstates g ordinary zamindaris.

The popu?ntion of the presont area inercased from 1,500,307

" in 1872 to 1,062,795 in 1881. Sinco that date it has Teen

olmost stationary, having fallen to 1,6}4,108 in 1891, and
rison ngain to 1,667,491 in 1901, From 1857 to 1864 the District
wns scourged by tho * Nadia fever,” which caused a fearful
mortalily, especinlly in the old jungle-survounded and tank-
infested villnges of the Randghat suﬁ-division. There are no
atatistios to show tho netual logs of life, but it is known that in
some parls wholo villages were dopopulated. There was a re
crudescenco of thet disense in 1881-86, which caused tho les
of populntion recorded ot the census.of 1891. Nadid is still
ono of the most unhealthy parts of Bengal, and in 1902 the
deaths ascribed fo fovers amounted to no less than 41 per
millo of tho populafion. In 1881 n Specinl Commission ascribed
tho ropeated outbresks of malaria fo the silting up of the rivers,
which hnd becomo “chains of staguant pools aud hot-beds of
pestilenco in the dry season.” Fovers accounted for no less than
82 per cont. of tho deaths in 1901, as compared with tho 'rovin-
cinl averago of 70 per cont. Cholera comes mnoxt and is yes
ponsible for 4 _ber cent. of the mortality. -
;ITI“’, prindipal statistics of {he consus of 1901 aro eshibited
elow :— .
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. The . pringipal -towns are Kuisnyacar, the head-querters,
SawrTevR, “Namapwir or Nadia, KosgTu, ;Ranagear -and
Meaggeve. | The Kushtia sub-diyision is:by far the, most
popitlous portion, of the District.” The low, dgusity, elspwhere
is.due to the silting mp of the rivers, which. has ‘obstructed
the .drainage ,and - caused long-continyed umbealthiness. ,The
soil also hes, lost much; of its fertility, now that it.is no Jonger
enrjched, by . annual’ deposits of silt.  The material ogndifion
of the District ‘is less satisfactory than thaf ‘of its.neighbouss,
and it Jloses 65000 persons by migration, chiefly .fo the
neighbguring Districts and to Caloitta. Oging to this cause
the *District confains 1,015 females to every 1,000 majes.

The prevalent lenguage is Bengali,  which is ,poken with
rezﬁér%mble purity by the educated olasses. Muhsmmadans
number 982,987 or 59 per cent. of the population, and Hindus
676,391 or 406 per cent.; the preponderance of the former is
most merked in the eastern part of the District a.nd,espeglpl‘ly
in the Kushtia sub-division. It is a ourious circimstance: that
wheress Muhemmadans form the majority . of the whole populs-
tion, they .are in & very coneidersble mmarily in the towns,

where they only form 26'8 per cent. of the populatien. ,Of
the Muhammadans lorge numbers’ belong, to:the puritanic. sect
of Fardazis or Wehdbis, and the fanatic leader, Mitu,.Mian,
an _account of .whose, rebellion in’ 1831 will, be found in the
article ‘on the 24-PAReaNss, repruited many of his followers in
« Nadia. ! ’

" The Kaibarttas (111,000), the great race caste of Midngpore, Their
are by far the most numerous oaste in the District, and they. are f)‘:‘c;“_ .'“‘
followed by the Goalds (cowherds) who number 71,000. | The fioar
Brahmans (47,000) are toa great extent the descendants of
settlers in the time of the Sen kings. _Next in numerical importance
come the low-caste Bigdis, Muchs, and.Chendals. ; Kayasths
number 81,000, dnd  there ,are 26,000 Malos or bostmen.

Of every ‘100 persons in the Disfrict, ‘56 aro engaged in
agriculture, 16 in’ industry, ‘1 in commeres, and 2 in.gne, or
other_of the professions, and 17 on _general labour., This
Distriot was fhe birth-place, in, 1485, of the grent religious reformer
. Oheitanya  who founded the modern; Vaishnava, sect of Bpngal.

Ho was opposed 19 caste disinctions, and inveighed against animal
saarifioos and, the e of animal, food and stimnlents,, and, tanght
that the true road fo alvation lsy in,-bkakéf or devotion fo Grod.

"A, favourite form of WorshipZwith this seot-is the sankiplan,, or
bymn-singing procession, \qh‘;?:‘,h hds gaitied, greatly in_popularity
of late, years, ~ The ;fown YofSantipur,, in the, Rjinfighst wub-
division, is held snored “fs "the .zesidence of the, despend-
.ants, of Adivaita, one, of {hirfwo first, disciples, of Ohaitenya.
Most of his faollowers, while/xboepting. his religious views, meinfain
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their original caste distinctions, but & small minority abane
doned thom and agreed to admit to their community recruits
from nll castes and religions, ‘Theso persons are known s
Daishnabs or Bairdgis. At the presont day most of their new
adheronts join them because thoy have been turned obut of their
own castes, or on account of love intrigues orother sordid motives,
and thoy hold a very low position in popular estimation. A large
proportion of themen live by begging, and many of the women
by prostitution. .

Among tho latler-day offshoots of Chaitanya's teaching, one
of the most interesting is tho eoct of Kariabhajis, the worshi]&pcrs
of the Xarta or headman, The founder of the sect was o Sadgop
by casto, named Riam Saran Pil, generally known os Karla Babs,
who was born about two centurics ago near Chikdaha in this
District, and died at. Ghoshpara. 'This seot necopts recruits of ail
casles and religions, and its votaries sssemble poriodically af
Ghoshpira to pay homage to thoir spiritunl head.

Christians num!or 8,00), of whom 7,912 are nafives, The
Chureh of England "posscsses 5,836 adherents, and the Roman
Catholic Church 2,172, Tho Clurch Missionary Sociely com-
menced work in 1831, nnd has 13 centres presided over by native
clergy or calechisls, and superintended by 6 or 7 Turopeans.
The Roman Catholic Miesion was established in 18565, and Xrish-
nagar is now {he herd-quarters of the dioceso of Contral Bengal.
In 1877 there was a schism among the adherents of the Church
Missionary Socicty, and o number of them went over to the Church
of Romo, The Church of Eugland Zanina Mission works aé
Kmsuxacan nnd af Rolonpur, and n Medieal Misdon ob
Ranaanar,

‘We havo already seen that Nadia is not a fertilo District. In
mosl. parts tho soil is sandy, and will not rotain the water noces-
am‘{ for the cultivation of winter rioe, which is grown only in the
Kalantar and parts of the Kushlia sub-division, and occupies bu
one-ninth of tho gross cropped area. Tho land has ofien to be
loft fallow {0 onablo it to recover some degroo of fertilily. A very
lgrgrvo numbor of the cultivators are mero tenants-at-will and have
liftfo inducement to improve their lands, and tho repeated out-
breaks of malaria have deprived them of vitalily and cnergy. Tho
dead lovol of tho surface aflards little opportunily for irrigation,
which is raroly attempted. Tho tolal aren under cultivation in
1003-0% was Y01 square miles, tho land classod as oulturablo waste
amounting to 644 square miles, Soparato statistics for the sub-
divisions axe not availablo.

The slaplo crop is rico, grown on 775 squaro miles, or 86
por cent. of tho mot oropped arcr. The putumn crop is the most
tmportant; it ocoupies about 607 squaro miles and is usually
reaped in August and Soptombor, but thore is a late variet y which
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is hiarvested about {wo months Iater. The winter erap is reaped in
December, and the spring rico in March or April.  The winfer
and spring crops aro transplonted, but {he autumn rieo iz generally
sown broadeast. After rice, the most important erops nxe grom
and other pulses, linseed, jute, rape and mustard, wheat, indigo
and sugarcano. The cultivation of indigo is contracting, and only
6,300 nores wore sown in 1903-01  After {he nutumn rieo
is harvested, cold-weather erops of pulses, oilseeds and wheat are
grown on the famo ficlds, and 79 per cent. of the eultivated
arcn grows iwo crops. The rico grown in tho Didricl is
insufficient to satisly tho loeal demand. In some parts, espe.
cially in the sub-division of Chuédangn, the culfivation of chillies -
{Capsicum frutescens) and furmeric forms an imporfant fealure
in the rural indusiry, and the peasant relies upen it to pay
his rent.

Cultivation is oxlcndinf, but no improvement hag taken place in Improve.
agricultural methode. The manuring pretised is insufficient fo :}‘;{'::1‘"
restore to the soil what the crops {ake from it, and it is sleadily ot
deleriomating. Very littlo advanfapo hins been taken of the Land yreetier.
Improvements and Agricnlturists’ Loans Acts,

The local eattlo aro very inferior; the pasturage is bad, and no Cattle.
careis taken {o improve tho breeds by seleetion or otherwiso,

Santipur was onco famous for ifs weavers, and in the beginning Arts ands
of the 19th contury the agont of the Bast Indin Company used o {’\‘l"“"f"'
purchase muslins to the annual valuo of £150,000. 'th industry, e
however, has almost died out,  Very litflo mustin is now exported,
and even the weaving of ordinary colfon cloth is on tho deeline,
Sugar-refining by uropean methods has proved unsuceeccful,
but thero nro soveral date-sugar refineries in native hands at
Santipur, Munchiganj and Alnmdéngn, Drass-waro is manufue.
tured, particularly at Nadii and Mcherpur, and clay figures aro
moulded ot Krishnagar; tho latter find n ready ralo oufside fhe
District and have met with rccognition af exhibitions abroad.

There is a factory at Kushtin under European monagement for
the bnnnufntctufe of eugarcano milla. b

wing to ita numerous waterways, tho Distriet is very . ey
ably rituated for trade. Morcm'gr tho Enatern Dor%nlrméﬁ{g Grmmcee
Railway runs through it for adistanco of nearly 100 miles. Gram,
pulses, jute, linsoed and chillies aro oxported to Onloutts, and
sugar to Eastern Bengal. Ooolis imported from Burdwan nnd
Manbhiim, salt, oil and piece-goods from Calenttn, and rico nnd
paddy from Burdwin, Dindjpur, Bogra and Jessoro,

Tho chiol mailway trade contres are Chuadingn, Daguls
Rénghtt, Damukdia and Dorsdaha, and e Lo
Nebadwip, on tho Bhaglrath, Suntions and ehng e ol

Bantipur and Chakdal
Tlooghly, Karimpur, Andulia, Krislml:xgnr and Swnru( wha on the

Jalangi, Ilanskhali on the Churni, Boalia und Kx!llt: 1?12?;12,);{3:
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tho'Matabhiuge, Nonkganj on the Ichamuli, Alamdings op the
Pongtsi, and Kushtin, Kumirkhili and Khoksi o the Gami
About 88 fnirs aro held yearly. Most of them, however, ave
religious guthorings; the {)est. attonded are tho fairs ield at
Nndia in Fobrumy md Novenber, af Sintipnt in Novembar, 46
Kulia in January, and ot Ghoshpéra in March.

Rsilmy  Tho Eastern Bengal State Railnsy (brosd gaugu{ pacesd

21 rosdn through the Distrivt from Xanchripirs on the southern, to
Dimukdia on the northern, boundary, snd & branch runs esst
from Poradaha, through Iushtia, to Goalundo in the Faridpur
District. The central seclion of the same railway rune from

Ranfighiit easfnards to Jescore, and a light railway f 0" gaugs)
runs trom REndghit to Krishnagar rie Sintipur. A new lindis
being constructed fiom Réndghat to Murshidabad,

T'he District bontd maintains 8073 iles of roads, in addition
to 626 miles of village tracke. Of the roads, 107 miles aw
metalled, including the roads fiom Xrichnaghr to Baguls and
Ranaghat, from Mcherpur to Choddanga, and several others
which sorve as feedots to the reilway, OF tho tnmetnlled ronds
the most important is {he road from Birksat in tho 24-Parganes
thrangh Randghat and Krihuagar to I'lascoy in tho northewest
cornor of tho Distriet,

Water' All the rivors aro uavigable in the rainy reason by boats of

::""'mn' largo burthen, but in the Jdry scason thoy dwindle fo shallow

* streams and aro obstructed by rand-bonks and bas. Beforo the
ern of railways the Nama Rivens affonded the regular metus
of communieation botween the upper valloy of the Ganges and the
reashoard, and claborate mersaes nro still adopted to heep their
channels open.  Steamers ply daily botween Caleutta and Kalns
in Santipur, and on alteruunto days, during the anins, belweed
Kalna snd Murshidabid #ia Nabadwip. Numnerons stenmers pust
? and dowrt the Padma, end a seam forry crosses that river irom

uthtin to Pabna,

Paminer.  Nadia sifferéd severely in tho great famine of 1772, Tho
woret famines of reeont times wore thoso of 1865 and 1896. Un
tho former oceasion reliof from Government and private fands
was necessiry from Apuil to Octobor; 601,000 personts word

tuitously relibved, and 387,000 were employed on ruliof works.
The fbmiine of 1898 affecléed sbout two-fifths of the District
including the Kalantar, tho Meherpur sub-division and the wedtern
purtions of the Kushtinind OhnfidAngn subedivisions. Tho grant
of yolicf conlinued from Novembor 1896 until September 1897,
o tolal oxpehdilure from publio funds boing G4 labhs. Tho
gt‘(;lﬁ'a avimge number of persons omployed on rolief works was

1013, In July 1897 the average rose 1o 25,500 perdoxts, and

g:::it:;;?ub voliof was afforded dhily to an averhge of 85,000
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For general administrative purposes Nadia is divided into 5 Districs
sub-divisions with head-quarters at Krisnnacar, KUsHTIA, RANA~ sub-divi-
gHAT, MeuEreor and Crvapanca. The District Magistrate is 407 &nd
assisted at head-quarters by a staff of 5 Deputy Magistrate-
Collectors, one of whom is solely employed on land acquisition
work, The Meherpur sub-division is in charge of an Assistant
Magistrate-Collgetor, while the other sub-divisional officers are|
Deputy Magistrate-Collectors, '

For the disposal of awvil work the staff subordinuttho the Oivil and
Distriot and Sessions Judge consists of a Sub-Judge and 2‘."“‘,'%2"1
Munsifs ot Krishnagar, 2 Munsifs at Kushtia and one each at’
Meherpur, Chuadinga and Ranaghat. The stipendiory criminal
courts are those of the District and Sessions Judge, the
District Magistrate, 4 deputy magistrates at Krishnagar, and
the sub-divisional officers in the other sub-divisions. No class
of crime is now specially prevalent, but at the beginning of
the .19th century the District wes notorious for dacoity end
rioting. ' )

The current land revenue demand .for 1908-04 was 9°1 lakhs Land
due from 2,492 estates, Of these 2,216 with & revenue of 814 revenue.
lokhs are permenently settled, 246 estates paying Rs. 73,000 are
temporarily settled, and 30 estates paying Rs. 22,000 are managed
direct by the Collestor. In addition, there are 299 revenue-iree
estates and,9,169 rent-free lands, which pay roed and publio
works cesses, ‘The gross rental of the District has been refurned
%y the proprietors and tenure-holders at 34 lakhs, and of this
sum the Government revenue demand represents’ 26+7 per cent.

The incidence of the land revenue is R.0-15-3 per acre on the
oultivated area.

The utband; tenure is not peculiar to Nadis, but is especially
common in this Distriet, where about 65 per cent, of the cultivated
land is held underit. The tenant pays remt only for the land
he dultivates each year, and he cannot acquire oosupancy rights
unless he tills the same land for twelve 'years conseoutively,
which in fact he rarely does. Meenwhile the landlord can raise
the rent af his E}:asure, and if the tenant refuses to Pey; he can
be ejected. This tenure deprives the tenant of any incentive ‘to
improve his lands, and at the same time enofurages rack-
renting. ' It eppears, however, to be graduslly' giving way to
the ordinary system. Where the tenants have ocoupancy rights
the rent of rice land ranges from R. 1-4 to Rs. 4-8‘'an acro;
gerden land is rented at about Rs. 11 an acre, and land under
special crops, ‘such as chillies and  sugarcane, st Re. 7:8 or
even more. Lands leased, under the ufbandi ‘system pay higher
rents, a8 much as Rs. 12 to:Rs. 23 .being paid per acre, as
compeared with R. 1 to Bs, 2,9 for similar lands held on long

leases,
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T'ho fullowing talile shows the collectionsof Iand revenueand of
total rovenuo, under the principal heads, in thousands of rupees:—

1880.81¢, 1670.91, 110901, , 100304,
Tand revenup - 10,98 9,5 9,10 0,04
Totn! revenuo - 16,48 14,03 16,68 17,10

* In 152081 Ahe Iéetiet fncluded the subaliisfon of Baneaen, which wos wbiequealy
trens'erred (o Jewore,

Outside the 9 towns which enjoy municipal government, local
by @ District loard with 5 sub-divistonal’
loeal boardz. Tho income of the Distriel bonrd in 100304
was Rs. 1,80,000, of whick I’s 90,000 was derived from rates, and
the expenditure was Rs. 1,42,000, including Rs. 74,000 spent an
civil works nnd Rs, 42,000 on cdueation,

Tho District contains 21 police-stations and 13 outposts, In
1903 the forco at the dieposal of tho Distriet Superintendent
conristed of 6 inspectors, 48 sub-inspectors, 47 hood-constables
and 627 consfables, muintained at o cost of Rs. 1,38,000. Thero
is onc policeman fo evory O°4 square miles and to 3,231 pereons,
a much lnrgor proportion than {ho avernge for the whole of
Bengal.  Besides this, there are 3,990 villago chankidars nnder
317 dafludars,

Tho District jail at Krishnagar has accommodation for 216
risoners, and subsidiary jails av each of the other sub-divisionaly
ead-quartors for 61.

Nandig, in spite of iis proximity fo Cnlenila, is not specially
romarkable for tho diffusion of the rudiments of lesrning, In
1901 the proportion of literato persons was 56 per eenl. (104
males and 00 fomnles). The folal number of pupile under
inslruetion increased from about 20,000 in 1833 to 29.364 in
189293 and 31,102 in 1900-01, while 31,573 boys and 3442
girls wero af school in 1908-04, boing rexpeotively 254 and 27
per cent. of the number of school-going age, Tho number of
cdueational institutions, publio and private, in 1003-04 was 1,026,
including an Axts college, 90 recondary schools, 887 primery
eohools and 48 othor special schools. Tho oxpenditure on educa-
tion was 3-26 lakhs, of which Rs, 62,000 was niet from Provineial
funds, Re. 40,000 from District funds, Rs. 3,000 from municipal
funds and 137 lakhs from foes. Nadin las always been famous
as a home of Sanskrit learning, and its foks, or indigenons
Sanskrit sohools, deserve special mention. Tn these Smriti (Hindu
sooial and religious law) and Nyaya (logio) aro taught, many of
tho pupils boing attracted irom considerable distances by tho
fame of theso ancient instilutions, A valueblo report on theso
tols, by tho late Professor I.B. Cowell (Calenttn, 1807), contains
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n full account of the schools, the manner of life of the pupils
and the works studied. Most of the foly are in the town of
Nabadwip, but thero nre & few alzo in the surrounding villages. .

In 1903 the District contained 13 dispenraries, of which 7 Medical.
had accommodation for 52 in-door patients, Tho eases of 66,000
out-patients and 646 in.patients were treated during the year
and 2.700 operations were performed. The expendituro was
Rs. 21,000, of which Rs. 6,000 was met by Government con-
{ributions, Rs. 3,000 from local and Rs. 10,000 from municipal
funds, and Rs. 1,935 from subscriptions. In addition, tho Zanina
Miesion maintaius a hospital and 3 dispensaries, and largo num-
ligs of patients arotreated by the doclors of the Rénaghat Medical

s<jon.

Vaceination is compulsory only within municipal aress. IL Vaccina.
does not appear that much progress has been mado of late years; tion.
50,000 jperrons or 32 per mille of the whole population were
successfully vaceinated in 1903-04. .

[Sir W. W. Huntecs Statirtical Account of Bengal, vol. ii;

1875, Fever Commission’s Roport, Caleutta, 1851.] L

Krishnagar Sub-division.—1lead-quarters eub-division of

the Nadia District, Bengal, situnted between 23° 17/ and 23°
49’ N,, and 88° 9’ and 88° 48’ ., with an area of 701 spuare
miles. The sub-division consirts of n wide alluvinl pinin, bounded
on tho west by tho Bhigirathi and intersected by the Jolangi which
flows past the hend-quarters station and then joins the Bhagirathi.
The population increased from 849,007 in 1891 to 361,333 in
1901, tho density being 5156 persons to the equare mile. The
sub-divicion contains 2 towns, Knisuxaear (populstion 24,647),
the head-quarlers of the Distriet and of the sub-division, and
Nanaowir (10,880) and 740 villages. The famons hattle-field of
Prassur lies at the extromo north of tho sub-division,

Ranaghiit Sub-division.~Bouthern sub-division of the Nadia
District, Bongal, situated between 22° 53’ and 23° 20’ N., and
88° 20 and 88° 45’ B, with an aren of 427 squoro miles. The
gub-division is a doliaic tract, bounded on tho south-west by the
Bhigirathi; it_contains much junglo and numerous marshes and
backwaters, and tho whole fract 38 malarious and unhealthy. The
population declined from 230,036 in 1801 to 217,077 in 1901, tho
density in tho Initer yonr being 6508 porsons fo the square milo;
the decreao amounting to 563 per cont. was duo to tho provalenco
of malarial affeclions, Tho sub-division contains 4 fowns, Rana-
anat (population 8,744), tho head-quarfers, Santipun (26,898),
Ouaxpana (5,482) and Binvaaar (3,124) and 568 villages.

Kushtio Sub-division.~North-rastern sub-division of the
Nadia District, Ben%nl, lying betweon 23° 42 and 24° o' N,
and 88° 44’ and 89° 22" E,, with an aren 606 gquare miles,
The sub-division is a wide slluviol plain of grent fertility, the
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northern houndary of whirh is formed by the Padm4, while the
Matabhange bounds it on the sonth-west, The population was
486,968 in 1901, as compired with 482,927 in 1801; this is
by far fhe most popnlons part of the District, the, donsity being
816 poreons to {ho equare wmile. The sub-division contains 2
towns, Kusiira (population 56,330), its heald-quarters, an
Kunavkuara (4,5%4) aud L0 villages, '

Ieherpur Sub-division —Northern sub-division of the Nadii
Disteict, Bengal, lying belween 23° 36’ and 24° 11’ N, and
88° 18 nnd 8%° 53’ E., with nn aren of 632 square miles. " The
sub-division *is o deltaie tract, bounded on the north by tho
Julangi; a vousidorable porfion of the aren consits of a low-
lying tract of black elny soil. The population inerensed from
$36,716 in 1801 to 348,124 in 1901, tho demsity in the letter
year boing 551 persons fo the square mile. ‘The sub-division
confains the fown of Mumznrur (population 5,766), tho head-
quartors, and 007 villages.

Chuiidinga Sub-division.~Bastern sub-division of the Nudia
Distriel, Bengal, lying between 24° 227 and 24° 60’ N.. and 83°3%
and 89° I’ I8, with an aron of 487 rquare wmiles. The sub-division
cousists of o flat wido-spread ploin intersected by mamerous
sironms, which lave now in many inslances silted up. The
population increased from 245,422 in 1891 to 254,589 in 1001,
the density in the Infter year being 693 persons {o the equare
milo. ‘The sub-division conteins 485 villagos, CutuapAnea being
its hend-quarters, )

Birnagar (or Ula)—Town in the Randghdt sub-division,
Nadii Distriof, Bongal, situsted in 23° 15 N. and 88°3V E.
Population (1901) 3,12}, Birnngar was constituted ummﬁcignlity
in 1869. 'Tho average income for {he decado onding in 1901-02
was Rs. 3,700, and the expondituro Rs. 2,800, Tho ineomo in
1903-04 was Ra. 3,400 mainly from n {ax on persons (or proparty
tax), and tho oxpenditure was Rs. 2,400,

Chakdahg.—Town in the Rinaghat, sub-division, Nadii Dis-
triot, Bongal, sifuated in 28° ¢’ N. and 88°33’ E. on tho loft
bank of the Hooghly river. Population (1001) 6,482. Qhikdahe
was constitnted s municipulity in 1886,  Tho avorage incomo
and expendituro for tho deeado ending in 1901-02 were Rs. 3,800,
El‘ho income in 19'(03-04, mxst Rst 8,900, mainly dorived from a

px on porsons (or property tax), snd the oxpondi .
Rs, 4,800, Chtkdaha Ps a contro of the jute h'm?ox,P bu%liuziuxg
in tho courso of tho rivor has greally roduced its importanco. It
wag noar this place that Karta Babs, tho foundor of tho Kartabhsja
" Chuadtaga Villago.~Tlend |

nidanga Village.—ITead.qua

thg 6a1m0 numgtf Nadia %ismot, Bu(}ﬁg?!itogtuﬁog% ?Zu{}‘)’ %lf;"l ?ﬁ:«f

88° 51’ £. on tha loft bank-of tho Matabhangs xiver. Populz.ltib n
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(1901) 8,147. Chuiadanga is a station on the Enstern Bengal
State Railway, and on important trade centre. It contomns
the' usual public offices; the sub-juil has accommodation for 12
prisoners. v e s
Krishnagar Town.—Head-quarters of the Nadia District,
Bengal, eituated in 23° 24’ N. and 88° 81’ E. on the left bank of
the Jalangi river. Population (1901) 24,547, 1t has been slowly
decreasing since 1872, when it was 26,750, owing to the ravages
of fever, for which the town is motorious. Krishnagaris the
resilence of the Rajas of Nadid. The town is the seat of a
considerable trade, and is noted for its manufecture of ecoloured
clay: figures. It was constituted a municipality in 1864; The
average income for the decade ending 1901-02 was Rs. 38,000,
and the expenditure Rs. $36,000. 1n 1908-04 the total income
wus Rs. 48,000, chiefly derived from a tax on hounses and lands
(Rs.:22,000), and a conservancy rate (Rs. 11,000), and the expend-
iture wes Rs. 40,000, The old bed of the Anjond river has
recently’ been excovated in order to improve the drainage, a
loan having been taken from Government for the purpose.
Krishnagar conteins the usual public offices; the District jail
has accommodation for 216 prisomers, the manufactures bein
mustard oil, mats, and surki or brick-dust. A Government oollege
affilinted to the Caloutta University was attended by a deily
average of 63 pupils in 1900-01; the total expenditure being
Rs. 28000. A collegiate school is attached to the college. Since
1881 the attendance ab both institutions has shown a stendy
increase, Krishnagar is a station of the Church Missionary
Boviety and the head-quarters of #the Roman Catholic diocero of
Central Bengal, each body having its own ohurch and schools,
The Church of England Zanana Mission maintains 2 dispensaries
o hospital and 2 schools ’
Kumarkhili—Town in the Kushtia sub-division, Nadia
District, Bengal, situated in 28° 52’ N! and 89°* 15’ B! on: the
left bank of the Garai river. Population (1901) 4,584. Ttisgq
station on the Esstern Bengal ‘State Railway, and o considerable
trading cenfre. Durinfir the mercantile days of the Bast Indin
Company, a Cqmmex:aia_ Resident was stationed at Kumarkhali,
and 2 large business in silk was carried on ; the only relie of {hose
days: is\ o cemetory, with a few old tombs, the earliest dating
from 1790: Kumarkhili was constituted'a municipality in 1869,
The average income and expenditure for the decade ending- in
1];21(}1-(}2 ‘;(121‘; Rs. 6,8&2;1 dInfr 1903-04 the income was Rs. 5,500,
of which was o ed from a tax on pe -
PendKit‘ul‘:a‘mErRs- 5300, on persons, and the ex
ushtia Town.—Head-quarters of the sub-division of the:
name in the Nadia District, Bengal, situated in 23° 55’ 11\11e mailg
89° 9 E. onthe right bank of the Padma or Ganges. Population
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(1901) 5,330, Tt is a thriving trade conire with o slation on
the Xastern Dengal Stote Railway. Xushiia was constituled o
municipality in 1869, The average incomo and expenditure for
fhe decado ending in 1901-02 wero Rs. 7.000. In 1903-04 the
income was Rs. 10,000, including Rs. 3,000 derived from b tas
on persons (or properly {ax), and Is, 2,500 from a consorvanay
rate, and (ho expenditure was Rs. 8,000, The town contnins
the usnal publio offices; the sub-jail has accommodation for 24
prisoners.

Moherpur Town (Mikrpur).—ITcad-quarters of tho sub-divi.
sion of tho samoe name in tho Nadia Distriet, Dengal, situsted in
24° 47/ N, and 88° 38’ I, on {he Dhairab river. Population (1801)-
5,766. Mcherpur was conelituted n municipality m 1869, The
avorago income for the decado ending in 1901-U2 was Ris. 4,400,
and the cxpendilure Re, 3,600. In 1903.0% the income was
Rs. 8,000, half of which was oblained from a {ax on per.ons,
nud tho expenditure was Rs. 3,800, The fown contains the nsual
publio offices; the sub-jail has accommadation for 13 prisoners.
The Ohurch Mitsionary Socicty has a Dranch at Meherpur.
Good bell-metal ware is manufactured. .

Nabadwip (or Nadid).—Ancient capital of Nadid Districl,
DBongal, sifuated in 23° 2} N. and 88° 23’ E. in tho head-quar- °
ters sub-division on tho west bank of the Bhagirathi. Population
(1901) 10,880, of whom 10,416 axo Hindus, 457 Muhammadans
and 7 Christinns. This great preponderancoof Iindus in a District
whero 69 per cent. of the population are Musalimfins is significant,
Nebadwip is roputed to rm\'o been founded in the twelfth
cenfury by Laksiman 8en, son of Ballal Sen, king of Bengal
It was captured by Mubammad-i-Bakhtyar Khilji m 1209, It
has long been famous for its ranclity and learning, and its pandits
aro still roferred to on quections of Hindu roligion and procedent.
Here townrds tho end of tho 15th century was born the great
Vaishnava reformer, Chaitanys, in whoso honour a festival, ni-
tended by somo 8,000 or 10,000 pilgrims, iz held annually in
January-Fobruary, Tho famous fok or Sanskrit schools have
been referred to in the arlicloon Napia District. The town was
constituled a municipalily under {ho name of Nadia in 1869.
Tho averago incomo for the deendo ending in 190102 was
Rs. 7,000 and tho expenditure Rs. 6,000. In 1903-04 the incomo
was Rs. 9,100 mainly from aiax on persons (or property tax),
and tho expendituro was Re. 8,400, Tho lodging-houses in the
town aro rogulated under Bongal Act IV of 1871, Brass utensils
aro gll;,n“m’h(lfred. . .h .

8sey (lrom paids, e RBulea frondosa).— Villa in the
!mnd-guurtfars sub-division of Nadia /]-)isirict,) B.t‘s; lnfo si}?mtcd
in 23° 47° N, and 88° 16’ B, on {ho left bauk of tho Bhigi
rathi river. It is famous ns the scone of Clive's vietory over
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Siraj-ud-daula, Nawab of Bengal, on 23rd June 1757. Adtor the
capture of Calcutta by Sirdj-ud-dauls in June 1756, Clive was
despatched with reinforcements from Mudras to re-establish tho
British factories in Bengal, and he recaptured Calcutta in January
1757. After prolonged negotiations ho succeeded in gaining over
Mir Jafar, thoe Nawal’s general, whom ho promised to instel as
Nawab in place of Sirdj-ud-dauvla. In March Chandernagore was
taken from the French, and on the 13th June a fresh advance was
made; Katwa was captured on the 18th, and on the 22nd the troops
marched to Plassey, where Siraj-ud-daula was encamped with an
army of 50,000 foot, 18,000 horse and 50 picces of cannon, mostly
24-pounders and 32-pounders drawn b{ oxen. To oppose this army
Clive had a foreo of 900 Europeans, of whom 100 wero arlillery-
mon and 50 saflors, 100 topasses or Portuguese half-castes, and 2,100
sepoys ; tho artillery consisted of 8 six-pounders and 2 howitzers,
Clive encamped in & mango grovo, which has sinco beon washed
away by the Bhagirathi, and tho enemy wero entronched on the
river bank to tho north of him. At daybreak on the 23rd the
enemy advanced to tho attack, enveloping his right, Mir Jafar
being on the extremo left of the line. Both sides maintained &
vigorous cannonade until 2 o'dock, when Sivij-ud-daula drew off
and returnod to his entrenchments. At this, Mir Jafar lingored
behind on the loft and oventuclly joined tho British. Clive
advanced and cannonaded the Nawab’s ontrenchment, and ontered
his camp ab & o’clock after a slight resistance, Siraj-ud-daula
baving alrendy fled to Murshidabad. This decisivo viotory was
won with only o small loss, but it mede the British mesters of
Bengal. A monument marks the scene of the battle-fleld.

Ranaghat Town —Ilead-quarters town of the sub-division of
the same nemein Nadid District, Bengal, situafed in 23° 11/ N.
and 88° 34' I. on tho Churni river. Population (1901) 8,744,
Ranaghat is an important station on the Eastern Bengal Stato
Railway, and o terminus of the light railway which runs to
Krishnagar. Ranaghat was constitufed a municipality in 1864,
The averago income and expendituro for tho decado onding in
1901-02 was Rs. 9,000. In 1803-04 the income was Rs. 13,000, in-
cluding Rs. 6,000 derived from a tax on porsons and lands, and
Ra, 4,000 from a conservancy rate, and tho expendilure was
Rs 12,000. Tho town contains the usual public offices; tho sub-
jeil has accommodation for 12 priconers. Réndghét is an impor.
tant trade cenire and istho head-quarters of & Medieal Mission
starled in 1893. Bevoral disponsarics are maintained hero and af
out-stations, and are very lnr;foly attended.

_ Santipur.—Town in {ho Réndghit sub-division, Nadia
District, Bongal, situated in 23° 15 N, and 88°27' E. on the
river Hooghly, Population (1901) 26,898, having declined from
30,437 in 1891 ; it is still the most populous town in tho Dislxict,
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Ilindus number 18,219, Mulinmmadans 8,672, Chrictiana 6, ather
religions 1. Sintipur was conelifuled o municipalily in 1865,
Tho 'averago ineomo for the .decade ending in 1001.02 wss
Rs. 28,000, nnd the cxpenditure Rs. 26,000, In 1903-04 the
income was Rs, 31,000, induding Rs. 16,000 derived from s {ax
on houtes and lands, nnd Rs, 7,000 obiained from municipl
property, and the expendituro was Rs 26,000.  Santipur wos ouce
the centro of a flourishing weaving industry, and its musling had
a2 Buropean repaiation, the town boing the sito of & Commercial
Rosideney and the contre of largo factories under the East India
jomprny., Owing {o tho competition of machine-made goods,
howevor, the weavers are no longer prosperous. There was at ope
timo n considerzble trade in date-sugar, but {his too is becoming
les profilable, I'he earthquake of 1847 destroyed mauy of the
largest buildings, and the impoverished owners have been uanblo
to roplaco them. "There is sill, howover, o consideralle local
trade. Tho Riwh Jatra fedival in honour of Xrishna is celebrated
at Santipur on the day of tho full moon in Kartik (October.
November), nnd is visited hy about 10,000 persons; Sinlipur is
alen a celebrated bathing place. The Zanana Mission bas o school
and dispensary in Sintipur. .

:Murshidabad Distriot.—District of the Presidency Division,
Bongal, lying between 23° 43 and 21° 52’ N, and 87° 49° ond 88°
44’ ., with an aren of 2,143 equare miles. In ghapo it resom-
bles an isosceles trinnglo with its apox pointing to the north-nest.
Tho northern and eastern bonndaries ave formed by tho main
strenm of {ho Padma, which reparates it from Malde end Rajshahi;
on the eouth-enst tho Jalangl divides it from Nadia ; while it is
bounded on the south by Burdwin ; ond on tho west by Birbhiim
and the Sanfil Parganes,

The Bhagirathi, which flows with many windings south-cast
and routh, divides the Distriot into two {racte nearly equel in sizo
Dbut: differing in their physical features. Tho country to the
west of the Bhagirathi, known as Rirh, forms o continunation
of tho Ohofa Nagpur plateau; its general lovel is dlightly
undulating and higior than thot of the rest of the District, but
it is interspersed with marshes and scamed by hill torrents.
Tho Bagri or enstern portion forms yart of the old Ganges delfs,
and its river system consists of tho i’an.\u\ with its distributaries,
the Buacinarur, Buatran, Sialmari and Jauanel. The Bhagi-
rathi, which forms tho oldest known outlet of tho Gangesand
marks tho westorn limit of the delta, has undergone great changos
ovon in the last 100 years; its head is almost silled up, and it is
with diffienlty kept open for navigation even by small boats during
the dry schsor. Its chiof tributaries arc tho Bansloi and the
Paglo; which riso in tho Santal Parganas; the Chord Dekra and
tho Dwirka. Tho Dwirke Ori%?ﬁ lo is o continuntion of the
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Brahmeni, which rises in the Birbhiim hills,and aftor Exgiting 1yi§h
the Mor flows eastwards through tho XKandi ‘sub-division to join
the Bhagirathi; like all hill stresms, itis very rapid and linble fo
sudden flood. The Bhaiiab and Sialméari are unimportant stroams
and flow into the Jalangi; this river has o general trend o tho
south-west nnd oventually joins the Dhagirathi in tho Nadia
District. There are many small Inkes, tho largest being the
Telkar Bil west of Berhampore, which is about 8 wiles long and
93 miles brond, and o large horse-shoo lake known ns Motijhil,
which has been formed about 2 miles from Munsmipauap town by
a change in the course of the Bhagirathi.

The portion of the District east of the Bhagirathi is covered Geslogy.
by recont alluvium, consisting of sandy clay and sand slong the
course of the rivers and fine silt consoldating into clay in tho
flatter parts of the river plain. The limit betweon the slluvinm
and the higher ground on the west is marked by a bank of stift
clay, gravel and nodular limestone, which disappears as it passes
downwards towards Birbhiim, whoro it amalgamates with the
general allavinm. Inthe north-west of the Distriect are somo
isolated clay hillocks.

Thae stretches of low-lying land under rice culiivation afford o Botany,
foot-hold for many marsh species, whilo tho numerous ponds
and difches are illed with submerged and floating water plants,
Remarkable among these for its rarity, and intoresting on account
of its distribution in Europe on {the one hand, and Australia on {he
other, is the floating Drosera Aldrovands. The edges of sluggish
crecks are lined with lerge sedges and bulrushes, and the banks of
rivers have @ hedge-like scrub jungle. The sides of embankments
and village sites, whero not occupied by habitations, are denscly
covored with villago shrubberies of ‘semi-spontancous specics,
interspersed with clumps of planied bamboos and proves of 4seca
Moringa, DMangifere and Anona, whilo banyan (Freus :’nd;‘ca)'
pipal (Ficus religiosa), babal (Acacia arabica), jack (Artocarpu;
tutegrifolia), bel (zEg.Ie marpielos), plantain and date {reos are
also common. Waysides and waste places are filled with grassos
and weods, ususlly of little intrinsie interest, but offen striking
becomse of their distribution. Many of them havo beon inadver.
tontly introduced by human agency, and inoludo European or
tAhfn?a{l ,imd mg:rlgaélul spolciels, which spread moro plentifully

an similar weeds o ian origin, isteiel 1
for the variety of its mang}; trees. 8 Tho Distriol is fomous

Big game has disappeared bofore the advance of cultivation, raun,

Eltﬁgzp&rgfe:fo occasionally mot with and wild hogs aro sbundant

During the hot weather dry weslerly winds ol ith Cli
the southerly sea broezes of meaglorate tem{)omturo wfx(;?}lta:ﬁf:mk g:‘llmm

Lerize other parts of Liower ?engnl, and the mean tomporaturo, foar*™
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which i8 79° for tho whole year, rises from 656° jn January fo 8°
in April, whon the mean maximum is 100° The mean minimuz,
is lowost in Jouuary (53°). Tho average rainfall iz 53 ineheg
of which 96 foll in June, 11 in July, 10 in August and 9 ip
Boplembor,

The carthquako of 1897 caused great damage, eapecially along
tho banks of the Bhgirathi river, whero the old masonry buildings
in the riparian towns suffered enormously, Tho cost of repairs
to public property was estimafed to excced 2 lakhs, and the
damnge to privale properly ai 50 lakhs, Discharges of water
and black mud ocourred from the bed of the Bhagimthi near
Jangipur, and sand and wator wero also thrown up from
fissurcs in {ho mariy land noar Gaur and Jalangi, one fissure
estonding for a length of 2 miles. Tho Distriot is liable to
aonual inundations, and serious floods are only prevented by
numerous and oxpensive embankments, In 1870 tho embankments
of the Bhagiruthi woro brosched, and a disastrous flood eceurred
which destroyed the crops over n large orea and caured preat
sufforing. In 1886 the city of Murshidibid was inundated and
thousands of people loft destitute. The Dwirka is linble to sudden
floods, and a tract of low-lying country about 16 milesir extent
at tho confluenco of the Mor and Dwicka rivers in the Kandi sub.
division, known as Hejal, is inundated moro or less heavily almost
overy year.

In anciont timos tho Bbigirathi formed an important politieal
boundary, To tho onst lny Banoa or Samatata and to the west
Kanxa Suvanxa, whosocapifal wasprobably at or near Raxcavarr, -
Undor tho Sen kings it soparated tho Rarit division of Bongal
from the Bacri division, traces of which still remain in the
nome Bigdi. It was conguered in 1197 by Muhammad-i-Bekhtyir
Khilji, and formed part of the dominions of the Mubammadan
kings of Gaur, In the middle of the 16th contury fnotories were
founded at Cossimbnzar, at that time the head-quarters of the eilk
trado, but the politieal importanco of {he Disirict dates from the
carly part of tho 18th century, when Murshid Xuli Xhan changoed
the seat of governmont from Dacea to the little town of Mak-
slidabad, thonceforth called after him, whero ho built a palace.
Historienl intorest contres in MursmipanAv, Cosstmpazar and
Benrimamrorr, Other places of archroological importance are
Badribit and Rangamiti. When a Collector was first appointed
to tho charge of tho Distriel in 1772, its aron extonded over the
noighbouring zamindiris of Birbhiim and Bishnupur. Theso
outlying traots hod alwnys boon noted for lawlossnoss; and for
tho botfor administration of justico thoy wore finally sovored
from Murshidibad in 1787. Tho Distriol was thus roduced o
ahout its prosont size, but the irrogularity of the boundary
botween il and Birbhiim has beon « constant sourco of porplosity’
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to the local officinls, In 1875 the Dirfrict wes trausferred from the
Rajshihi to tho Presidency Division.

Fhe population, which in 18i2 numbered 1,214,104, had The
rieen in 1881 to 1,226,790, in 1891 to 1,260,946 and in 1901 {o Pe1te
1,533,185, The fucrcase between 1872 and 1891 was very small,
owing {o tho ruvages of the Burdwau Jever, which devasiated not
ouly tho lowlying water-logged enstern fracts, Lut aleo tho elevated
counlry to the west. In recent years, there has been a great
improvement in the kealth of the Distritt, «specinlly int tho Rirh
conniry. To the east however the climato is damp, and mnlarin is
etill prevalent ; cholern is 1arely absent, and entargement of the
spleen and liver is almost univerral,  Llephantinsis and liydrocelo
are endemio, The fable below gives statisties of the yopulation
by sub-divisions in 1901 :—

o, Mumber
L I Jereentien | "t

SLR-nIvISION, squAre § N B L (Ll L] (RS TRA B L]
nilles, tion, ¢ = ‘l"‘ pntaes en ahie tu
Fows a{Villagen) nilee jeg and B ":'ld"“‘"d

Betlawpore o 52 ; 1 1001 27,2 o + N7 o34
Inth el o b 2 ) AT 8.2 4 G2 1,0
Innppur . wAry b AR BN ERR Y W 3 nh Yo, By
Kang - SEAR 3| awesl e Y 28 n
meTrer Toran .| 9,043 i 6| 3o x::.ml 2| +66 | fadm

‘The towns are Brrnavrone, the head-qunrters, Mynsminasan,
Aznicany, Jaxorrur and Kaant,  ‘Lhe nlluvinl tract o the cust
of the Bhigirathi is much more densely populnied than the west of
the Distriet. In the latter tract, however, the population is nuw
growing rapidly, the inerensc at the census of 1901 nmounting {o
129 per cent,, compared with 81 per cont. in the oast of the
Distriet, and rising as high as 26 per cont. fn the Sagardighi and
Kaliiuganj thianas, which are still sparsely populatod and atfract
o lorge mumber of immicrants from Birbhiim and the Santal
Porganns. Tho District has suifered from diluvion alung tho
north, snd there has consequently been o considerablo loss of
population by migration to the corresponding alluvial formations
m Mildo and Rajshahi on the ofher side of the Padmi. Thore
is a fair nnount of temporary immigration from Bibér and the
United Y’rovinces, especinlly during tho winfer months. The
vornacular of the District is tho dinlect known ns Contral Bongali.
Muhummndnnq (676,509) in 1901 ouwtuumbered tho Ilindus
(613,474), having increased from 481 por cont. of the populn-
tion in 1881 to 50°8 per cont. in the latter yoar, indus, howevor,
slill predominato fo the west of tho Bhagirathi, ’

Most of the Muhammadans aro Shaikhs (628,000). Amon I heir
{ho 1findus the most numerous castes mo Knibariias {96,000), canten apa
Bagdin (40,000) chiefly in the south-wes, Bndgops (39,000) clu‘oﬂw: 't'.""l ne

o,
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in tho southern thénas, Chnins (33,000) slong tho eouth-enst,
Brihmans, Ahirs snd Goilie, Agrioulture supports 53 per cont,
of tho population, industrios 103 por cont,, vommerco 06 por
cent., and the professions 1 8 por cent.

Christicus number anly 391, of whom 249 are natives. Various
minsions have established themselves in the District from time to
time, hut they have mol mut with much smeeess,  The only
mission now thero is o braweh of thy Lonidon Miesion Sosiety,
which Began work in 1824,

The low-lying alluvis) #0il {o {he cast is very fertilo; the
chief erop is the nutumu rice, but it also grows rovernl imporfant
eold weather crops,  On the hard clny of the Rarl tract dman
or winter rico i the main staple, though sugarcane, mulberry,
tubaceo and various vegetables are alvo gprown.

Tho talient ngricullural slatisties for 1003-0) are shown
below, nreas being in square miles :—

SUD-DIVISION, Totals Cultivatul, c““‘i“‘;':‘me

s

Bahmapore ., e 762 316 195
LAt “ 37 5 17
Jangipur o LR 281 9
Kaadt .t 512 332 172
ToTA HR T l 1164 11

H

I i3 ostimafed that 30 por eont. of tho cultivated aren i
Lwico cropped.  Dico is grown over an nrea of 723 square miles,
the winter rico covoring 81 per coni. of the net etopped ares
agains{ 28 per oont. wider aufummn rice. Abond 167 =quare miles
are under wheat and 95 square miles under barloy, Other
crops oxtensively eultivaled are gram and olher pulses and oil-
teods, linseed aud mustard heing the mos{ imporfant varietics.
Jute, sugarcane, indigo and mulberiy aro grown, but {he enlivation
of indigo and mulborry is declining, Little use is made of the
Agriouﬁuﬁsts’ Lonns Aot, but in 1896-9% Rs, 40,000 wasadvanced,

Prstwo land is plentiful all ovor the Distriel, The chief
grazing ground is n {racl of low country in the Kindi sub-division
about 16 miled in aren known as lgjal; {his is covered with
water during tho rains, bul in {he dry ronson it affords splendid .

gsturage.  Oaltle fnirs aro held at Panchamdi and Talibpur
in the Kandi sub-division, aud occasionally at Dhibts in the
head-quoriers sub-division, '

The neocssity for imigation is limited {o tho west of the
Distriet whore wafor is conduoled over tho ficlds from tanks
or matural walor-courses. A lurgo number of tanks nre vsed
for this purpose in the Manigram Government oslato,
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Pearl fisheries exist in o reries of lakes which mark (ho line puyerie.
of an old river and streteh from the Gobri nullah fo Rukimpur,
a distance of about 88 miles. The mursnl in which the pearls are
found is a species of Unio, and is prohably a variefy of the prarl-
bearing Tnio margaritifera. The mujorily of the pearls aro eced
pearls, and they have usually a golden tint. Valuable pearls are
oceasionally procured fotehing as much as Rs. 200 cach, but such
a find is very rave, and the largest pearls found in recent years
rarely exceed Rs. 15 or Rs, 80 in value. The fishery season is in
the hot weather months when the water is low and almost stag-
nant, The various branches of the industry find employment for
aboul 300 persons during this period, and its annual value is
estimated at Re, 3,000,

Iron is found, lLut not in sufficient quauntities to repay emelt- Mineratr.
ing, Calearcous carth occurs in soveral places and is extensively
used for meking lime. Jankar or nodular limestono erops up
generally over the western balf of the Distriet and is used for
road-making.

The silk indusiry in this part of Bengal is of great age, Arlsand
and the ¢ilk trade is one of tho carliest of the indusirics which manufac
occupied the servants of the Eaet India Company in the District, ™"
their efforle being stimulated by competitien with the Freneh,

Datch and Armenians.  Silk faclories date from the middle of
the 17th century, when Cosimbazar was the most important
centre.  The winding of silk ig still curried on, but it has steadily
declined since the Company elosed their great factory at J: tmgipu'r
in 1835, The dedine is due in a great measare to discases of 1ho
worms, which {he Bengal Silk Association constitnfed in 18¢8
is now taking steps to combut.  There is a nursery at Chandanpur
which distributes lnrﬁzo quantifies of selecled seed to the rearens
similar nurseries are being built at Rajdharpur and ICumérpur,
and the use of examined secd is spreading in the Government
estates west of the Bhagirathi.

" Silk is #fill Inrgely monufaclured in the hend-quarters and
Jangipur eub-divisions ; a great variety of fabries uro manufactured,
Tho best silks are thozo produced in tho Mirzipur, Haribarpir
and Daulat Bazar {hanas; in 1008-04 the Mirzipur weavers
turned ont 26,000 yards of sillc cloth, valued ol s, 38,000, Tn
addition {o the native arlizans working with hand looms, thero
were in thai year 51 fuclories worked with machinery which
bad an outturn-of 39G,000 1b., valued at nearly 27 lakhe
the principal firms being Messrs, Louis Payen and Co.,, nmi
‘the Benpal Bilk Company. Zaser and malka silks me ulso
menufnctured, the latter being best propared by Indian woavers
ou their hand looms. Cotlon weaving hy nafives working with
hatid looms i still an important. vecupation, and silk nud colfon
dycing are carricd on by n few frmilies at Khagri Valuchar and
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Mirzipur. Murshidabad has soveral ckilled cmbroiderers, who °
adorn clothes, gloves, slippers and eaps with goll aud silver
Irco, Gold and silver wire ia also made in smoll quantitios,
Bidri waro i3 produced by & fow workmon in Mureshidabad ; the
iroress consints in inlaying with silver o sorl of pewler which is
lackenod with sulphate of capper. Dellmetal snd broes ntensils
of a superior kind ave manufactnred in large quantitiesin Xhiagra,
Berhamporo, Iandi and Baranagar ; theso articles aro sold in the
local markets and are also oxported. Locke, mnils and-nut
crackora aro mado at Dhuliin. Ivory earving was formerly o
congiderablo indusry, but is now confined to n fow warkmen
in Murshidabid. Dlonkets, shell bracelots and potlery aro
monufactured in a few viilages, and musical instruments
and hukla pipes are also made. The indigo industry has
p;anﬁcully disappeared, the outturn in 1903.04 having fallen lo
13 tons. ’
Cowmeree.  Tho external trado s chiefly with Coleutfa, Tho chicf imports
aro Juropean piecc-goods, salt, cosl and coke and kerosene oil,
and the chiel exports yice, wheat, gram, oilsceds, juto, silk,
indigo and muetal ware, Lhe Disriet is favourably rituoted for
tinde, boing served by {wo offshoots of the Padma, the Bbigi-
1thi and the Jalangi, which form the ooghly and lead direct
to Calenttn. 'Tho principal seats of trade are Jaxairur, Azin-
0ANy, Jiaoans, Khogra and Duunias on {he Bbagirathi, sud
Buacwaneora on the Ganges, Trade is carried on chiefly ot
sermanent markets, and periodieal fuirs are clro held at Dhulidn,
Jangipur, Cualtia, Suktipar and Kandi. The Jain morchants of
_ Azimganj are among the riche:t traders in Bengal.

1‘-']"“".\‘1 The little rilway from Nalbati to Azmgsnj s for
w1t about 14 miles within the District. The Murshidabad branch of
tho Enstorn Bengal Stato Railway, which hns recontly (1406) been
opened, leaves the muin line ot Randghat and entors tho District
near lursey, whenee it runs nearly due north through Beldings,
Berhampore, Murshidibid nud Jiaganj to Lilgola. Thero is also
s propusnl to bridge the Dhagirathi between Jifgenj oud
Murshidibad, sud to conneet the new line with tho Jast Indian
Railway system, Tho District bomd maintaing 83 miles of
motalled and 526 milos of umnetalled ronds, with 335 bridges and
22 ferrics. The most important ronds are thoso conneting
Berhampore, tho heud-querters station, with Xrishnagar, Bhag-
whngola, I'ntkubiri, Xandi and Jalangi, Murshidibad with

Pinohgram, snd Jnrur with Gambhira.
 Blesmor services ply up the Pedma from Gonlundo through-’
out the yenr, and the other big rivers are navigable by large’
couniry honts, excepl during the Inifer part of the dry sonson 3
for the rest of (ho year {he Galeulin Stenm Navigation Company
maintaing o regular sleamer servico up the Bhagimthi from

Wator
wnmuni.
cabrons.
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Caloutta. The measures which have been token from time to
time fo keep this river and the Jalangi opon for fraffic are
described in the article on the Napia Rivers. In 1903-04
Rs. 41,000 was realized as tolls, while the expenditure in keep-
ing the channels open amounted to Rs. 44,000,

The famine of 1770 is believed to have carried off three-eighths Famine.
of the population of this District. In 1870 some distress was
caused by high prices, and severe scarcity was felt in 1874 and
1897, On the latter occasion Government expended Rs. 73,000
on famine relief and was aided by the munificence of local zamin~ -
dars headed by the late Maharani Sarnamayi, c.1. The aggregate
number of units relieved reckoned in ferms of one day was
454,000,

For general administrative purposes the District is divided pjgrr.s

into 4 sub-divisions with head-querters at BcruAMPORE, JANGI- sub diwi-
rur, Kannr and LarsaeH. The District Magistrate-Collector tions s
is assisted at head-quarters by o staff of 4 Deputy Magistrate- ™"
Collectors and occasionally by a Joint or Assistent Magistrate.
The sub-divisional officers of Kandi, Lalbagh and Jangipur belong
to the Provinocial executive service and are mssisted by sub-
deputy _collectors. The Executive Engineer in charge of the
Nadia Rivers division is stationed at Berhampore,

Subordinate to the Distriet and Sessions Judge for the dispo~ Civil ana
gal of civil work are a Subordinate Judge at lgmad-quurters and oiminal
7 Munsifs, of whom two ench arestationed at Berhampore, Jangi- Justice.
pur and Kandi and one at Lalbagh. The criminal courts include
those of the Judge, the District Magistrate, and the above
mentioned stipendiary magistrates. The most common cases
are those which arise out of disputes about land,

In Todar Mal’s rent roll of 1582 the present District ares Land
formed_portion of Audembar or Tanda, Satgaon and other sgr. revenuc,
kdrs, InJafar Khan's settlement of 1722 the name Murshidabad
was applied fo an area apparently co-extensive with the sreat
zawindari of Rani Bhawaul, properly known as Rajshahi It is
therefore impbssible to compare the present land revenue of the
District with that realized under Mu%nmmadan rule The whole
of the District is permunently sotfled, with the exeeption (in
1903-04) of 72 tem&)omrily settled estates with a current demand
of Rs, 80,000, and G4 estates with o demand of Rs. 26,000
held direct by Government. The avernge incidence of rengal
is Re. 3-1-6 per oultivated acre, but rents differ widely in various
parts, being lowest in the head-quarters and Jangipus. sub-divi-
sions, and highest in the Kandi sub-division, where rico:and
wheat lands bring in from Rs. 7-8-0 to Rs. 18, and mulberry
and sugarcane lands from Rs.12 to Rs. 24 per acre. In the
head-quarters sub-division on the other hand tho rent of rice
and wheat lands ranges between R. 1-2-0 and Ks, 9, that
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of land growing pulee befwern Ra 2.1 and Ra. 3, sugorcane
land between Hs, 4 and Rs, 7-8-0, and mulberry land between
R, 1-12-0 nnd =, 122 per gere.

The #thandi system of {epure i3 very common especielly in
the Plassny pargana; for a deseription of this temuro red the
articlo on Nana District.  Aunmds or _quit-rent {enures aro
numerous in tho Fateh Singh esnte. The avernge ares of o
tenant's holding i« only ime e,

The following table shows {he collectionsof land revenuo and of
{olal revenue, under the princips) he Ws, in thounsands of rapees :—

1560 S, | 18O 01, | 100001, | 100301

Innd revotue s 1905 1068 1054 1067
Tutal Tovenue e 1h12 e 17,48 17,05

Loetand  Oateido the munieipalitics of D1 muauronr, Azot6ary, Janor-
munieipl pyp Kaant, and Munstmanan, Jocal affairs aro manoged by the
Rt~ Distriot Lomd with subonlinafe loeal honeds in each sub-divicion,
T'ha ingome of the Distriet board iu 1003-04 wus Rs, 1,27.000, of
which Rs. 614,000 wus derived from rofes. The expenditure in
tho rame year was ulso  Rs, 1,270,000, fnclnding Rs. 69,000
fpent. on civil works and Re, 25,000 on cducalion. A srhemo
for supplying tho rural aicas with driuking waler is in propres;
this was imtinted by o gift of a Ilakh from R&ji Jogendra
Narayan Reo of Lalgola. )

I'ubhc There a0 71 miles of embankmonts along the Bhigirathi

works.  yiversobup by tho Public Works depariment to provent the counfry
on {he rust bauk {rom being floodcd by the spill of the river
The proprioty of meintuining all {he-e embankments has beon ealled
in.question, on the ground that the land which would otherwse
be floodod i3 therehy deprived of its supply of lertilizing silt, while
{he river, being confined {0 its bed, deposits its silt {herw, and thus
gmdunlly raises itsolf above tho lovel of the suriounding country.

Policesnd  The Distriet containg 24 polico sfations and 26 outposts, and

joile in 1903 tho forco subordinafe to {he Distriet Superintendent
of Polico consisied of 4 inspectors, 53 sub-inspoctors, 51 heads
constobles anud 675 comstables; in addition thero is o yurl
polico of 261 dufludirs and 2,017 ehatekiddrs. The District jail at
Brruavrour hes nccommodation for 840 prisonors, and subsidiary
joils at the 3 sub-divisional outstations, for G,

Eduealion,  In spite of tho proximily of tho Distriel to Caleutta, only b9
per cent, of {he populrttxon (106 males and 06 fomnles) conld read
ond waito fu 1901, Tho total number of pupils under instruction
inorensed from 12,000 in 1883 to 22,901 in 1892.03, nnd 24,337
in 1000-01, while in 1903-04, 21,015 boys and 1,53’1 girls wore
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at school, being respectively 24-5 and 15 per cet_lt. of l_;he _ohilflren
of sehooi-going ng%. The number of educational institutions,
publio and’ private, in that year was 661, induding one Arts
college, 58 secondary schools, 582 primary schools and 20 other
special sohools, The expenditure on education was 2:17 lakhs, of
which Rs, 44,000 was met from Provincial funds, Rs. 25,000 from
Distriot funds, Rs. 2,00v from muniocipal funds and Rs. 84,000
from fees. The principsl institutions are the college and
Sonskrit fo! st Bunsanvore and the Nawib’s medrasa and. high
school at Mursumasap, TheBLondon Mission Society maintains
o high school at Khagri near Berhampore, . i
n 1908 the D?ﬁict contained 7 dispensaries, of which & Medical.

had accommodation for 115 in-door patients. The coses of
65,000 out-patients and 1,335 in-patients were treated durin;
the year, and 8,820 (perations were performed. The expendi-
tare was Rs. 27,000. of which Rs. 2,000 was met by Govern-
ment contributions, Rs. 8,000 from local and Rs. 11,000 from
municipal funde, and Rs 3,000 from subscriptions. The hospital
ot Kandi, which is maintained from sn endowment fund. now
amounting to 1-59 lakhs, left by Xumar Giris Chandre Sinha
of Paikpara, is the best equipped in the District. There is a
lunatic asylum ot BormaMPORT.

Vaccination is compulsory only in the municipal towns, In Vaccina-
1903-04 the number of successful vaceinstions was 37,000, Hon-
representing 29 per thousand of the whole population.

{Six WV."WV. Hunter, Statistical Account of Bengal, vol. iii, 1876;
Beveridge, Note on the Parganas of Burshidabad, Procoedings of
the Asiatic Socisty, 1892 ; Major Walsh, 1.x.s., History of Murshid-
abad, 1902; G C. Dutt, Monograph on Irory carving in Bengal,
Calcutta, 1901; N, G, Mukerji, Monograph on the Sith fabrics of
Bengal, Caloutta, 1903; P. C. Majumdar, The Musnud of
Musshidabad, Murshidabad, 1905.]

Berhampore Sub-division.—Head-quarters sub-division of the
Murshidabad District, Bengal, lying botween 23° 48° and 24° 29’ N "
and 88% 11’ and B8° 44/ K., with an aren of 752 square miles,
The sub-division is bounded on the north-east by the Padma, east
and south-east by the Jelangi, and west by the Bhagirathi; a
great portion of the area is low-lying and liable to floods, Its
population was 471,962 in 1901, compared with 454,919 in 189},
and in the former year there were 628 persons to the square inile,
It contains one {own BEREAMPORE (population 24,897), its head-
quarters, and 1,060 villages.

_, Lalbagh Sub-division.—Central sub-division of the Murshigl
abad District, Bengal, Iying between 24° 6’ and 24° 93’ N., and
87° 69’ and 88° 30” B, withan area of 370 square miles. The
sub-division i divided almost equally by the Bhagirathi flow-
ing from north to south; the eastern portion is an alluvial flat,
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while {he weslern portion is high and undulating, s populatiun
wag 192,978 in 1901, compared wilh 181,726 in 181, and
thero wero 022 persons to thoe equare mile. It contring 2 fowns
Munsuipanan (population 15,168) and Azistesas (13,385), and
632 villages.

Jangipur Sub-division,—Noithern sub-division of {he Murshid-
abad District, Bengal, lying between 24° 197 and 24° 62° N. and
£7° 4% and 88° 21’ 1, with an aren of 699 square miles, The
subidivision is divided into {wo pmis by the Bhagirathi, {he
Innd {o the wesl of thal river being high and undulofing, nnd
thet to tho enst being a ferdile alluvial tmel linble fo floods.
Ite population wam 334,191 in 1801, compured with 317,170 in
1891, and in the former year thero wero 657 persons fo (ho square
mile. It containe one town Jascirur (population 10,021), ifs
head-quarters, and 1,003 villnges,

Kiindi Snb.division.—South-western sub.division of the
Murshidabad Distriet, Bengal, Iying between 23° 48 and 24° 12/
N. and 87° 50’ and 88° 14’ K., with an area of 512 rquare miles,
Tho sub-division which is watered by the Dhagizathi and Dwisks
rivers, consists for the most part of undulnting country, but
nenr those rivers the land is alluvial and low-lying. Its popule-
tion was 334,053 in 1901, compared with 297,122 in 1891, and
in tho former yenr there were G62 porsous to the square mile, 1t
containg ono town Kaxvr (population 12,037), its hend-quarters,
and 883 villages, '

Azimganj—Town in the Lalbagh sub.division, Murshidalad
District, Bongnl, situated in 24° 16’ N, acd 88° 16’ B. en
tho right bank of tho Bhagirathi. The population of Azimganj,
togethor with Jifiganj on tho opposile bank which is inclnded
within {he enmo municipal limits, was 13,385 in 1901. Asimganj
in the terminus of the branch railnny from Nalbfiti junction,
and is an important trade centre. A small steamer runs in
conncclion with the milway between Azimganj and Borhampare,
but somolimes during tho dry semson it cannot gobt beyond
Lalbagh, Azimgnnj is connected by n forry with Jidganj on the
opposite bank, and n servieo of steamers, which plios dming the
raine belween Jiiganj and Dhuliin, ealls hero for goods and
r;nasongcrs. The town confains many well-built houees and somo

andsomo temples belonging to Jain merehants. Agzimganj was
conslitutod n municipality in 1896, Tho average income for
the 8 years ending in 1908-04 was Re, 16,000 and tho expendi-
.tu]rghlli{s. 913(,)(())00. {ln _1923504 the income was Re. 16,000, of
whioh Rs.'3,000 was derived from a {ax on persons ;i
tax), and the expenditure was Rs. 16,500, P {or proparly

. Badrih@it.—Kuins in the Lalbagh sub-division, Murshidabad
Distriol, Bengal, situated in 24° 18’ N, and 88° 16° E. on the’
right bauk of the Bhagimihi, a few miles above Azimganj.
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An ancient eity with o palace or fort once stood here. Stones and
pillars engraved with Pali characters, gold coins, and much
broken pottery have been found; but nothing has yet been
discovered which throws any light upon the history of the place.
The Pali inscriptions seem to point to the Buddhist period, The
old Hindu name of Badrihat was changed by the Muhammadans
to Ghiyasibad, in honour of Ghiyas-ud-din, one of the Pathan
l:in.,vﬁ of Gaur, who is said £» have been buried here.

- Berhampore Town (Bakrimpur).—Hend-quarters of -the
Murshidabad Distriot, Bengal, situated in 24°8’ N, and 88° 16’ .
on the left bank of the Bhagirathi, 5 miles below the town of
Murshidabad. Population (1901) 24,397, of whom 19,779 are
Hindus, 4,335 Muhammadans and 255 Christians, Berhampore
was seleoted as n site for o cantonment in 1757 shortly after the
battle of Plassey, the factory house at Cossimbazar having been
destroyed by Siraj-ud-daula. The Court of Directors sanctioned
the project to station troops here after the revolt of Mir Kasim
in 1763, and the barracks wers completed in 1767 at a cost of
80°23 lakhs, The cantonment will elways be remembered as the
scene of the first overt act of Mutiny in 1857, when the garrison
had dwindled down to onme battalion of native infantry and
another of irregular cavalry and 2 guns, 'The sepoys of the 19th
native infantry, who had been intensely excited by the story of
the greased éartridges, ross, en the night of the 25th February,
in open mutiny, but were prevented from deing any notual harm
by the firm and at the same time conciliatory behaviour of their
commanding officer. After the Mutiny European troops were
a%iuin stationed here, but they were finally withdrawn in 1870.
Th- barracks are still o prominent feature of the town, though
they have now boen appropriated to other nses,

Berhampore was constituted & municipality in 1876. The
average income for the decade ending in 1901.02 was Rs. 46,000
and the expenditure Rs. 44,000, In 1908-04 the income was
Rs, 62,000, of which Rs. 16,000 was derived from a ‘tax on
persons (or property tax), Rs. 15,000 from a water-rate, and
Rs, 12,000 from a conservanoy rate. The expenditure in the
same year was Rs. 71,000. In 1894 the late Maharini Sarna-
meayl, 1., undertook to furnish the town with a supply of
filtered water. The works, which were opened in 1899, are
designed fo give & daily supply of 200,000 gallons. The water
is pumped uwp from the Bhagirathiinto 3 settling tanks each
vith & _capacity of 223,000 gallons, whence, it passes through
filters into tho elear water reservoirs, There are in all 121 mj os
of pipes through which the water is distributed to the town?

The Magistrates’ courts and municipal offices are located in
the barracks, The Sessions Judge’s court is about a mile to
the south-east. The old military hospital has been converted
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into a Dislriet juil. This has accommod sinn for 310 prisoners,
and the chief industries are oil pros<ing, surki pounding, carpentry,
dart weaving and cane and bamboo work. Other public
buildings mo the civeuit house and dik bungalow, college,
hospital and lunatio asylum, There are several oharches in {he
{own, nnd {he enmetory coni4ins some interesting memorial stones.
The Berhampore college, founded by Government in 1853, is o
firsl grade college with law clactes and & hostel for students. A
colleginto sehioo] is ntfached to it. 1t possosses fine buildings and
a library, nnd is managed by o bonrd of {rustees. The Dorhampora
wullie Sanskrit o i3 managed by the e-late of the lute Rani Ama
}{{nli Devi of Cosrimbazar at an annual cost of Ra 3,000, The
hospital has 36 beds. The lunatic asylum has been recently
enlarged af n cost of 3Jakheso as to provide accommodation
for 267 malo and 152 female patients. Lumatiez are roeeived
here from the Presidency, Burdwin, and Bhagalpur Divisions;
in 1903.01 the maximum number of inmates was 203,

Bhagwiingold.—Itiver mart in the TAlbigh eub-division,
Mursiidabud Distrief, Dengal, situnted in 24° 20° N, and 28° 18’ B,
on the Gunges.  Population (1401) 989,  Thore are in reality two
villages of the name, 3 miles from ench othier, called Now und Old
Dhagwingolda  The latter was nuder Muhammedan rule the pod
of Murslidibad and an important commereial fown. In 1743 it
was attacked four times by the Marithis without snccess, but sub-
sequenfly in 1750 it was taken, plunder.d and hurned by them.
Sirdj-ud-daula rested heroin his flight ¢+ Rajmehil, Tho river no
longor flows by old Bhagwingola, and the tratlie is cunfined to the
new fown,

Cossimbazar (Rasin bazdr). ~Decayed {own in the head-
quarters sub-division of Murchidabid District, Bengal, situnted
in 24° 8 N, and 88° 17/ B. on tho Bhigirathi, and now
included in Berhampoio municipalily. Population (1901) 1,262,
This town, tho sito of which is now n swamp marked by a few
aine, may lay claim to n historical inlorest superior oven
to {hat of the eily of Murshidibid. Long before the days
of Murshid Xuli Xhiin, wito founded and gave his name {o the
Intter oity, tho trade of Bengal was centred at Cossimbarar,
and thoe differont Luropcan uations wha fraded to India hud
factories hero from vory owly timos. The common name for
the Bhagirathi in English records down {o the early yosrs of
tho 19th century was the Cossimbazar river ; and the triangular
trnct enclosed by tho DBhagirathi, Padmi nnd Jalangi was
known in tho omly days of the Company as the island of
Cossimbazar, Theplace is snid todorive its name from a lerondary
founder Kasim IKhin, Ifs history cannot be traced bnckobp)‘on.d
the 17th century ; but even when first mentioned it appenrs as n
placo of great conscquonee.  After Satgaon had beon ruined by
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the silting up of the Saraswati mouth, and before Caleutta was
founded, Cossimbazar was the great emporium. .

An English commercial agent was first appointed to Cossim-
bazar in 1658; and nine years later it was decided that the
Chief ot this place should be also a member of Qouncil. In
1686 the factory at Cossimbazar, in common with ‘the other
English factories in Rengal, was confiscated by order of the
Nawib Shaista Khan, bul it was restored a year or two lafor,
and at the close of the century had becomo the lending English
commercial agency in Bengal. In 1681 Job Charnock, the
future founder of Caleutts, was chief at Cossimbazar. In that
yoar, of £230,000 sent out by the Hast India Company as tho
investment to Bengal, £140,000 was assigned to Cossimbazar,
In 1763 out of a total of £400,000 required as advances for
investment, Cossimbazar demanded £90,000 or as much asany
other two agencies, excepting OCalicutts, and the filatures and
machinery of the Company were estimated to be worth 20 lakhs,
According to native tradition, the town was so studded with lofty
buildings that the streets never saw the rays of the sun.

The factory of the Uompany at Cossimbazar owed much of its
wealth, and all its political importance, {o its close neighbour-
hood to the Muhammadan capital at Murshidakad. DBut from the
same cause it was liable to constant danger. It was a matter of
common occurrence for the Nawab to order out his troops to
blockade the walled factory, whenever he had any quarrel with
the English Councdil at Caloutta. 1n 1757, when the Nawab
Biraj-ud-daula resolved to drive the English out of Bengal,
Cossimbazar felt the first effects of his anger. The factory
was taken wilhout resistance, and the Englishmen, including Mr.
Watts, the Resident, and Warren Hastings, his assistant, were
sent in custody to Mumhidabad, After the battle of Plassey
Cossimbazar regained its commercial importance ; but the politica.i
power formerly held by the Resident was transferred to the
English Agent at the court of the Nawadb who lived at
Murrf;?lidibﬁd' . X ‘

e decay of Cossimbazar dates from the beginni
19th century, when its climate, which had pgrevrilcl:mgly()fb:?:
colebrated for salubrity, underwent an unexpla:

ined chang

the worso, so that the margin of cultivation reeede(;1 az';:xbtf \figg.
beasts inorensed. In 1811 Cossimbazar town is-deseribed as noted
for its silk, hosiery, koras, and inimitable ivory work, while the
surrounding country was ““a wilderness inhabited only by beasts
of prey.” « In 1813 the ruin of the town was offected by a change
in the course of the Bhagirathi, which suddenly deserted its
anciont bed and, instead of following its former

bend to the east
took a sweep to the west; it now flows 3 miles fro the s )
old town, The channel in front of the warohousesm of gozlstign%izﬂ;:
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beeame a pestifvrous mareh, o malarious fover broke out, and the
faco gradunlly beeamo depopulnted.  The Company's filatures,
owever, confinued fo work, and weaving only ceaved when it
beeame impossible any longer to compete wifh the cheaper cotton
goods of Manchester. Tn 1829 o census returnod lhe population
at 3,588, Thoe fown iu tho seat of the Maharaja of Qossim-
hazar, o descendant of Ianta Babn, banpen of Warren Hastings.
1{is palneo is o fino building, and portions of it were construeted of
beautiful earved stono faken from the pulace of Chet Singh, the
Mah#raja of Benaros.  Aparl from this, ruins of huge buildings
and brond mounds of earth nlono romein {o attest the former
grandour of the place. The first wife of Warren 1Tastings is
buricd hero, and her tomb with ils inseriplion is still in
oxisiencs, )

Dhuliin.—Mart in the Jangipur sub-division, Munhidabal
District, Bongol, situnted in 24° 42’ N, and 87° 58 E. on the
Bhagirathi. Tho name is commonly applied to a group of &
villages with a population in 1901 ol 4,990 persons. Dhulidn is
{he site of an annual fair and one of the most important river marts
in tho Distriot, being the reat of alarge trade in rice, pulses, gram,
wheal and other fond grains. A steamer gerviee plies belwoon
Dhalian and Jiiganj during the rains.

Giria.—Sito of hattle field in tho Jangipur sub-division,
Murohidabid District, Bongal, lying in 24> 30" N. and 88° ¢ I
to {ho sonth of Sutl, It is fnmous as thoe scone of two important
battles, the first in 1740, whon the Nawab Ali Vardi Khan defeated
Sarfurdz [Khiéin, his rival, for tho government of engal ; {he second
in 1764 whon Mir Ka<im, Nawab of Bengal, after declaring war
on tho Bast Indin Company, was finally defeated and the governor-
ghip conferred for tho second time on Mir Jafar.

Jangipnr Town.—I1lend-quarters town of the sub.division of
tho same namo, Murshidibad District, Dongal, situated in 24° 28’
N.and 88° 4’ I, on the Bhagirathi. Iopulation (1901) 10,921
Tho town, which is said to have been founded by tho emperor
Jahéangir, was during the carly years of Britieh rulo an important
contro of the silk trnde and tho sito of ouc of tha Qompany’s
commercial residencies. ‘There are still exiensive filutures in the
neighbourhood. Situated noar the mouth of the BhAgirathi, it is
tho ohiof toll station for boats passing along that river, It was
constituted a municipnlity in 1869. ﬁ.‘he avorago income for tho
deondo ending in 190102 was Rs, 11,000 and the expenditure
Rs. 10,000, In 1903-04 tho income was Rs. 14,000, including
Rs. 4,000 obtained from tolls and ferrios, and Ifs. 8,000 derived
from n tax on porsons (or property tax); and tho expenditure
was Rs. 13,000. Tho town with the courts and offices ariginally
stood on the left bank of tho Bhagirathi, but owing o tho sﬁ?ﬁno
of tho river, tho sub-divisional “offices havo boen moved to its
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right bank, that portion of the town being known ns Raghunith-
gouj; the sub-jail has nccommodation for 26 prisoners,

Jiaganj.— Villago in tho Lalbigh sub-division, Murshidabid
District, Bengal, situnted in 24° 15 N. and 88° 16’ K, on the
left bauk of the Bhagirathi, 3 miles norih of Murshidabad vity,
and opposite Azimganj station on iho Enst Indiun Ruilway.
Population (1901) 874!, Though it has somewhat decfined 3n
importance, Jidganj is atill a lorgo depot where riee, jute, silk,
sugar and a smalil quant ity of cotton are collected for export. A
jute press is at wok here. Jiganj, which is included within
the Azimganj municipality, is conueeted with Azimganj by a
ferry, and during the rainy season o steamer plies bebween it and
Dhulian. 1t contaius somo large houses, the property of Jain
merchants, many of whom dwell here, though the main coluny
lives in Azimganj.

Kandi Town.~—Ilead-quarters of the sub-division of the samn
name, Murshidabad Distriet, Dengal, sifuated in 23° 58" N.
and 88° 3’ E.near the Mor river. Dopulation (1801) 12,047,
Wiandi owes much of its importance fo the fact that it is the re-
sidonce of the Rajas of Paikpirn, & weulthy and devoul Hindu
fomily. Tho founder of this family wns Ganga Gobind Singh
a banyan of Warren Hastings, who was born at Kandi and
rotired thither in his old age with an immense forfune, which ho
dovoted to the ercetion of shrines and images of Krishna 1lis
name has ncquired & traditional oclebrity for the most magnii
cont sriddna or funeral obsequics over porformed in Bt;ugul‘ ocoq:
ing 20 lakhs, in honour of his mother. Kindi was mn-s{ilutel
a munijeipality m 1869, The average incomo and ex )(:ndil )
for tho decade ending in 1401-02 was Rs. 7,000 11'1119'-3}3.(1’
the incomo was Rs. 9,000, mainly from a {ax on pergons, and (]
expenditure was Rs, 8,000, The town containa the uﬂ:ml IIEG
oftices, o sub-jnil with accommnodation for 24 prisonem rllmdl "
dispensary with 24 beds, The Infter is maintained fro . “u
{mnceeds of an endowment fund, now amounting to 1"!)“1l ki .

oft by the late Kumir Giris Chandra Sinha of Paikp; v and o
the :'llv)[est cltl;ydipgettil h&;:pitul in the Distriet. Jpir, and is
. Murshidabad Town.—Ilead-quarte A
dwmona Mun-hidabid Distriet, qungnl,r ssit:flnt‘(lb:? ix{ﬁ }2“)1?’31112’ﬂ nlz-
and 88° 177 E. on tho loft bank of the Bhagirathi "I\'
town which pos«osses gront historieal intorest waa foxg-" )«fl "l 1o
s MakhsTisshid or Mahsudabad, nnd s statod Ly 1oy KnowH
have been founded by the emperor Akbar, In {GD:SO lﬂntlmler fo
from Orissa in tho oourse of their robollion dof tt to Afghiing
the imperial {roops and plundered the town _10 eln ed 5,000 of
Nawab Murshid Kuli Khan moved the sent In 7 01 tho grent
Dacca to Muksiidabad, which ho then callc(f Fer T grom

ehidabid ; Uhe old name, however, fill Hngors, and hllh“;mbllﬁcll‘lri?;
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Muxudavad i found in the emly Englich records as Infe s 1760,
Tradition rolates that Murshid Kuli Khiin moved his govem-
ment to this placo through fear of prince Azim-ush-shin, wholind
attempted to aswassinato him ot Dacea, 1t scems moro prohable
that ho was induced to do g0 by political considerations. Dacca
had lost its importance, for the Mughs aud the Yortugnese wero
no longer dangerous; and the hanks of the Dhigirathi afforded o
moro central position for the managoment of the threo provinces of
Bengal, Bilir and Orissa.  The new cily was aleo eituated on the
mnin live of communication hetween the upper Ganges valloy and
{ho ren, along which the {reasures of Indin wero now heginnng to
find their way {o tho Burupean retilements on the Hoophly; and
it commanded the town of Cossimbazar, where all {he forcigners
had important factorics. Mureaver, the situation in_thewo days
was regaded as very hewlthy,  Murshid Kuli Khan, by birth o
Brihman, and by education a courtier. was one of the mest able
administrators that ever served the Mughal empire in {ime of
ponco  Only recond {o the Nuwab in establiching the imporisnce
of Murshidibud, wns the Jain banker, Manik Ohfind Jagat Seth,
by whoso predominating influenco ae n financier, tho residence
of tho governor beeame nlso the contre of the revenue collections
for Bongal, Bihir aud Oriss,

The dynasty founded by Murshid Kuli Khan did not continne
in tho direct line beyond two generations, Ali Vardi Khan won,
tho governorship by conquest in 1740,  Troublous {imes followed ;
in 1742 {he Marathi invaders sent by the chief of Derir plundered
tho subarhs of Murshidibid and obtained o booly of 8 lakhe
from Jogat Sofh. In the next year two eoparale armies of
Marathas camo in, and Ali Vardi only avoided hatlle by playing
off ono chicf against the ofher, and at last got rid of the stronger
by paying n lerge sum of money. From this dato till 1761,
when ho ceded to the Marithis tho provinee of Oricsn ond
agreed {o pay an annual fax of 12 lakls, Ali Vardi was con
tinually prossed by both the Marathas aud the Afghins. Ie
was sicceeded in 1756 by his grandson Sirdjud-dauly, who
in tho fullowing yoar cnptured tho English factory af Cossim-
bnzar. During this period tho cify itsolf novor suffered cither
from domestio or forcizn war. Iiach suceessive jrince, after
the Eastorn fashion, built for himsolf ono or moro new prlaces;
and the great family of Jagal Seth preserved their position as
Stato bankers from goneration to generation. On enfering
Murshidibid ofter the victory of Plaseoy, Colonel Olivo wroter—
«his cily is' as oxtensivo, populous, and rich as {ho city of
London, with this difforonce, that {hero are individuals in the
first possossing infinitely gronter proporly than in the last city.”

Toven affor tho conquest of Bongal by the British, Murshidabad
remained for somo {imo the sent of administration, DPlassoy was
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fought in 1757, just beyond the pircent eouthern limits of
Murshidabid District; bul that battle as nol reganled ot the
time as interfering with Muhammadan mdopondenw: ]lr-(")'(\!hl tho
substitution of & subservient Nawih for the savage S:r.'u:xu'(-dnuln.
Tho only apparent result was that {he commereinl chief of the
factory at Unssimbazar was superseded by a Politienl Residcut
to the Dabir, who ook up his quarlers nearer {he eity, at
Motijhil,—*the arl Inke,”—in the palace of a former Nawab.
In 1765 the East India Company received the prant of the
dicani or finaneial admivicration of Dengal, Dikir and OUrisn
from the Mughal empcror, Shah Alwm, asthe prizs of the viclosy
at Busar; and in the following year Loid Clive, as Governer
of Bengal, presided in person at the puwpd or annual setfie-
ment of the revinmes. ut even on this aceadion the yuung
Nawab eat on the masnad, with the Governor on his’ 1icht
hand. The entire work of adwinistration still remnined, with-
out serious check «r supervision, in tho hands of the Mulnmmadan
officinls ; nnd Jagat Seth continued to o the State hanker. The
first great reform was cffected in 1772 by Waren Hustings,
wsho removed the Supreme Civil and Crimiual Cousts Liom
Murshidabad tn Calentta. After an experience of {hme yomre,
the tribunal of criminal justice was re-tran-ferred fo Mur hidilgd :
and it was nof till 1790, under Lord Comnwallis, {hat {he
eniire revenne and judicial sfoff was ultimately fixed af e
present eapital of Indin. The Mint was abolisked in 1700,
About the enme date, the civil heald-quariers of the 1)i triet
transforred to Derhampore, which had heen from {he
of {he military cantomments. Murchidibad city was {hus Joft
only s the residence of the Nawib Nizim, a de-cendont of Mix
Jafar, who {ill 1+82 refained certain morks of eovereignty within
his palace, and recoived a pension of 16 Inkhs a year, The lant
holder of the titlo was for many years resident jn England. On
his return to Indin, he abdicated his position in favour ¢ f his
son, who succecded bim, Lut without any sovercign rights
and on a diminithed pnsion.  The fitle of {ho prerto drseend.
ant of the onco_indopendent rulers of Bengal, Nihir and Otiven
is now smely {hat of Nawab Bahidur of Murshidahid, '
3

With the loss of its political importance tho s %
tion of Murahidf.ibﬁd nl.z:') declined.p The Inrgest gi!‘l‘:(l'gnmﬁ“]g; :‘:"I’:lh.
the city proper in 1759 are faid to have heen 5 milex along {hy
Bhagirathi in length and 24 miles in breadi) ont cnoh-bank of the

rivor, while tho circumference of ifs oatonsive subiab has hoon yuf

a8 high as 30 miles. In fhe b(-gixmin;: of the 191h contury. r‘h .
which time {he dcoa{ of tho eify had alvondy el in, wo' ]‘mv}
several estimates of the population’; but, wo ncither know the nro:n
which the cify was then suppoed (o cover, nor tho modes ;
enumeration adopted. In 1815 the numbor of houres '“.::8

wire
firrt the rite
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oslimnfed nb 30,000 and the total population at 165,000 gquls
In 1829 the Magistrate, Mr. Jlawihorn, returnod the population
ot 146,176, In 1837 Mr. Adam found the inbubitants of
Murshiddbad oity {o amount to 124,801 prrsons, which shows
decrense of nearly 15 por cont, in 8 years. At the time of tho first
egular census in 18722 the population of the city was 46,182 amt
it hns since still further dimiuished. In 1901 oxcluding its submb
Azncans, which was formed info o separato municipality in
1898, ils inhabitents numbered only 15.163.

Murshidabid oxhibits at the pre<ont dey hut fow traces of its
joct, of sttraction is the palace of
the Nawiib Bahidur on the bunks of the Bhagirathi. Il is a
largo aud imposing pilo of buildings in the Italian style designol
by Oolonel Macleod of the Bengal Engincers, but exceuted entirely
by nativos and finished in 1837, The edifico itself is called
by tho natives the Mecar Dudri or house of one thonsand doors
and windows, and together with other buildings enclo~ed within
the same wall, it is known as the Nizdmat Zia or fort. "The palnce
is 425 feet long, 200 feot wide, and 80 fect high. Tho ground
floor is mado of stone, the first floor of marble and tho secoud
floor of wood. The_banquetting hall is 191 fect long and 55 fual
wido. In tho cenire of the bnilding is o dome, from which hunygs
a vast and superb chandelicr of 110 branches. The palace contuins
mony raro old piotures, costly jowellery, chinn and arms. The
rosidencos of the Nawib Babadur and the members of the
Nizimal family are o series of one-storied buildings, devoid of
besuty and unsafe {o live in,

'.{‘ho Imimbara (house of prayer), which was built direetly in
front of tho northern prineipal door in the yenr 1847, is a fine strue-
turo and is considerably larger than the Imémbara al Hooghly.
It stands on the sito of a moro celebrated building ercoted by
Siraj-ud-daula, which was ncoidontly burnt dowa in 1840

About 1§ mifes to tho oast of Lho palace is the Topkhana, the
site of the arfillery purk of the Nawiib Nazim, snd {he owt
cntranco to tho old city. Jloro is a large gun 17% feel long
with o girth of 5 feot ni the broech, woighing 2} maunds, whicl
was mado ab Dacea during tho roipn of a%lfﬂl Jaban, 'The pun is
now ombedded in a pipal troo which has lifted it many foot above
tho ground. In the palaco armoury is snother gun, cast by
Kishor Dis Knrmnkar, formerly tho proporty of Mahirija Krishna
Chandra Rai of Nadia. )

One-and-n-half milos south-onst of tho palaco is the Motijhil,
mode in on old bed of tho river’ Bhipiratht, in the shapo of a
horso-shoo, by Nawdizish Mubarfimad Khan, nephow and son-in-
law of Ali Vurdi Khan, who, with materinls brought from the
rains of Gawr, built ‘a slono hall (Sungi-Diilan), Mahalsarai
(barem), & mosque snd oul-offices, aud livod Lere with his
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beautiful wifo, Ghaseli Begnm. Motijhil was {aken by Siraj-ud-
daula in 1756 after the death of Nawdzih Muhammad, and it
was from here thot he marched for the balfle of Tlaseey.
Mir Jafar built & parden houso here in 1758. Lord Clive slayed
at Motijhil in 1765 to negotinto the transfer of thoe diwdni to the
lompeny, aud again in 1766, when the first English punyd or
rovtnue collection was held here.  Motijhil was alto the residenco
of Warren Iostings, When ho beeamo Political Resident at the
Court of Murshidiabid., and of Sir John Shoroe in o similar capacity,

A mosque at Katri to the north-east of Motijhil, about 14 miles Kutss
from the dity of Murshidabad, contains the mausoleum of Murshid wasjid.
Kuli Khan, tho founder of Murshidibad. This was for a long
{ime the chief mosque of tho city, and was a plare of pilgrimage
for devout Muhammadans, Murshid Kuli Khin being rcgarded as
a saint.

Situated at o distance of about a mile from tho palnco at Infargeaj.
Mmishidabid, Jafarganj contamns the ohl residenco of Mir Jafar
when ho was commander-in-chief. 1is audience hnll, sinco turned
into an Imambira, and his dwelling houeo olill cxisf. Here the
last secret conference before the bnitle of Plassey took place
between him and Mr. Watts, the ohief factor at Cos-imbazar, who
entered the house in o palki as & pardanishin woman, It is said
that Bi:aj-ud-deuln was murdered here,

The Alubirak Manzil is a garden house 21 miles south-east of Mubirak
the palace ; the main buildings and the out-ofices wero built by the Maniil.
Eost India Company, and the Nedar Duedni Adilat ~vas held hero
from 1765 10 1781, Nawib Humiyiin Jah bought these buildings
in the year 1831, and converted them, together with extensive
adjoining lande, into a garden houso now known as the 1.4l
Bangale (Red Bungalow). On the ferrace stood tho throne
of tho Siibubdars of Bengal, which was made in 1643 at
Monghyr and is a round table of black slone ¢ feet in diameter
and 18 inches high, with four thick pedestals, the wholo hown
out of one blotk. This hos been romoved to Calenttn, where it ig
{o ﬁ;icll’ a p‘llnco ;n the \]/ictgmiu Memorial 11all.

out 2 miles north of the cily of Murshidabad is Mahimapur, Mahtug.
once tho reat of the {amous Mnuncier and banker Jagat Sg;ll? ;{!:"-“n
Hore Watts and Walsh met Mir Jafar and Raji Rai Durlabl,
3 doys after thé battlo of Plussoy, and eonforrod concerning
the payment of the amounts slipulated for by them before tha
battlo was fought. Clive, Walts, Soraflon, Meeran and Raj
Durlabh were agnin prosent horo on the 29th June, when Clive
ropudiated the agrcement with, Umichand, A portion of tho
house_bas becn washed away by tho river; tho old placo of
worship, however, and romo ruins romain to {his day,

On the right bank of the rivey :)g)po-sito Motijhil i3 tho Xhush-

bagh (or the garden of hnppinqai;), Rhushe «

10 old cemotery of AL Vardi bigh,
n
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XKhn, Birdj-ud-daula and their family, It consists of thres walled
ouolosures, in the contro of which is the principal cometery, containe
ing the remains of Ali Vardi Khin and Sirdj-ud-dauls. The
grounds aro lnid out ns gardens with hedges bordering the walks,
and contnin meny fine trees, On the same side of the river,
opposite Jafarganj, are tho lovely pleasnro grounds of Hirajhil
(lake of dinmonds), and tho palaco at Mansiirganj constructed*by
BSirdj-udsdaula, before ho became Nizim 0f Bongal. It was at
Muansiirganj palace that Clive seated Mir Jofar on the muened
of Bongal after tho battlo of Plassey. Near this was the palace
of Murédbagh, whero Clive stayed on his entranco into the city
afior the battle, Only n portion of tho foundation remsins, and
tho greater portion of the Hirajhil has beon ent away hy the
rivor Bhigirathi, Also on the same side of the river is the Rosh.
nibigh, consisting of beautiful gardens eontaining tho mausolenm
of Shuji Khin, the second Nazita of Bengal and Murshid Kuli
Kbén's ron-in-law,

The ptincipal industries of Murshidabid are thoso fostered
by the lusury of tho native court. Carviug in ivery is an old
specmlity of tho oity, aud the artilicors of the town, theugh now
fow in number, still produce highly finished work : ofher manu.
factures aro {tho ombroidery of lancy articles with gold and silver
laco, the weaving of silk goods, tho making of musical instrue
ments and hwkkas.

Murshidabad was constituted & munieipality in 1869, The
averago income for tho decado ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 24,000
snd the expendituro Rs. 23,000, In 1903-04 tho income was
Re. 19,000, of which Rs, 5,600 was oblained from atiason
porsons, and the oxpendilure was Rs. 18,000, The officinl namo
for Murshidabad is Ii'.nhlbﬁgh ns tho head-quarters of the Lalbagh
sub-division, and it contains sub.divisional offices, o sub-jail with
nccommodamion for 12 prisoners, and o dispensary with 22 beds.
The two most important éducational institutions aro the Nawab's
madra«a intended oxolusively for the relatives of the Nuwib
gahﬁdlt,lr and tho Nizimat high school mnintained by the

awiih. ,

Rangamiti—Ancient town inthe Berhamporo sub-dwgsxon;
MurshidabAd Distriot, Bengal, situnted in 24° 1 N. snd 88° 11
L. on tho right bank of the BhAgirathi, 6 miles south of
Berhampore.,, Population (1901) 400, The olay hero rises into
bluffs 40 foot high, which form tho ‘only clovated ground im
the neighbourhood, and aro very conspicuous from the river.
Fow romnins havo beon found oxoept potlery and the traces of
buildings, tanks, and wells; but RangaAmdti is rich in fraditionsl
history. Tho logond respocting tho origin of the name, which
means “ rod earth,” is {hat Bibhishana, brother of Ravanna, being
invited to o ferst by & poor DBrihman at Ringamati, rained gold
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on the ground as a {oken of gratitude. By othem tho miraclo
is referred to Bhu Dob, who through {he powor of his austerities
rained gold. Rangamati has been identified by Mr. Boveridge with
the city of Karna Suvarnn, the capital of the old kingdom of tho
ssme name visited by the Chineso Yilgrim Iliuen Trinng about
639 A. D. Tt may also havo been the site of the chiof of the
monasteries mentioned by Hiuen ‘Lsiang as Lo-to-wei-chi-seng-kin-
lan, 2 phonetio rendering of the Sansknit Raclariti emnghdrama.

Aftor the Muhammadan conquest in 1203, Rangimiti (accord-
ing to Mr. Long) formed one of the'l0 faujddris into which
Bengal was then divided. Its Hindu zamiudar was o consider-
able person, and on the occasion of {he great punyd at Motijhil
in 1767 ho received a khilat worth Rs. 7,278, or ns much as
the zamindiir of Nadif. Tho sito of REngamili was af ono
time selected in preference to Berhampore as a healthy spot
tor the ercction of barracks. The East India Company formerly
had a silk factory hero. All that is now left of this ancient
town is o bungalow and o sk filature belonging to tho Bengal
Silk Company.

[B. Beveridge, The site of Karna Surarna, Journal of the
Asintic Society, Hengal, vol.Ixii, part i, No. 4 ; Col. Walford,
Asialic Researches, vol. ix, p. 89; and Onapt. Layard, Journal
of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, vol. xxii.

Jessore District (Ywsokara).—District of the Presidenoy Boun.
Division, Bengal, lying botweon 22° 47’ and 23° 47N, and %
88° 40’ and 84° 50’ Ii. with sn aren of 2,926 square miles, (o ond
It is bounded on the north and west by the Nadid Distriot ; river
on the south by Khulni; and on the east by tho Madhumati *5stem.
ond Birasia rivers which separate it from Faridpur,

Jescore forms tho central portion of tho delta betweon the
ITooghly and tho Meghna estunry, and is an alluvial plain inter.
scctod by rivers and water-courses, which in paris of the south of
tho District "epread out into lnrgo mnrshes. Tho river system
was formerly supplied by the Padma, and tho rivers for tho most,
part flowed across the Distriot from the north-wesf to the southe
cnst. The north-west of the District was gradually raiscd by their
periodieal inundations till their conneotions with the Padma
mited up, and thoiivers with thosolo oxcoption of tho Garai,
which with its continuation the Madhumati is still an important
offshoot of that river, ceased fo be running streams, thuir heds
degenorating into staguant marshes during tho greater part of
the yenr. The Disiricl, which is entiroly a fluvial formation,
is thus naturally divided into two paris, Lho thickly populated
couniry to the north, now raised by continual doposits Leyoud
the reach of the inundations by which it.was proviously nffcoted
declining towards {he routh into swampy traots, whero lh(;
rivers e {idal nqd the only parls suitsblo for hnbitnfion are

n2
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the high lands along their banks. Tho priucipal rivers, which
aro conneoted with one another by numerons oross-channels,
aro tho Ganarand tho Mavuumatt to the east, and proceed-
ing from north to south, the umar, Nabagangs, Chitri, Kaba.
d(ﬁ;, Buairas and Iciayari,  The lost-mentioned rivers, which
were ariginnlly distributaries of the Padma, have now largely
gilted up in <heir upper renches, nnd aro in mony cnses entirdly
cut off from their parent stream. ‘The Kumir, o branch of the~
Matabkanga, discharges into tho Nabaganga ot Magure; it
is olso connected with the Madhumati by the Little Darasa,
The Nabaganga, also formerly an offshoot of the Matabhangs,
no Jonger geto any flood discharge from that river. and boat tratfio
is impracticable boyond Jhenidn, whilo between Jhenida and
Migurn it is only navigablo for ntout {hreo months in the ycar,
I'he eilting up process has extended as far sonth as BinodPur, below
which it 1 navigable throughout the jear. Tho Nabaganga
formesly joined the Madhumati near Lohagara, but the connection
hus silted up and its waters now flow down the Binkina; this
rivor divides into two branches at Patua, the esetern branch
which flows into the Madhumati being known as the Eilin or
Gingni river, while ihe western branch continues to bo called the
Bankina, The Xabaduk, formerly on ofishoot of the Matd-
bhingn, has silied up in its upper porfien, but is navigable
below Xotchandpur hy lnrge Loats thonghout the year. The
Bhairab, which leaves the Kabuduk onits Ieft bank sbove Tahirpur,
hus similarly silted up in its upper reaches, tho channel above
Jessore being practically only n lmecf marshes. The Majudkhal
IChal brings down some o} the waters of the Chitrd fo {he Blairab
at Simultaln, and the Bhairab is aleo connected with the Chitrd by
tho Gobra-Af1a Khal, The Ichamati, which flows across tho south-
west corner of the District, is nuviguble in this patt of its course
throughout the year, . .

Tho Dictrict is covered by yecont alluvinl deposils consisting
of sandy clay and sand along tho course vf the rives, and fine
silt consolidating into elay in the finitor parts of the aiver plaiv,
whero beds of impuro pent aleo oceur. “Sand is found in largo
quantities only nlong tho hanks and chars of the Medhumali.

"Tho strolches of low-lying land under rico eultivation afford
8 foothold for various mmsh species, whilo tho numerous ponds
and ditohes are filled with submerged und floating water plants.
Jtemarkablo among {heso for its rarity, and inferesting on acccunt
of ils distribution to Kurope on tho ono hand snd Australia on the
other, is {lto {loating Ihovru Aldroranda, The edges of sluggish
orooks are linod with lnrgo sedges and bulrushes, and the banks of
rivers havo 2 hedgo liko sorub jungle, The sidesot embankments
and village eites, whore not occupied by habitations, are densely
covered with villago shrubberies of semi-spontancous .specios,
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interspersed with olumps of planted bamboos and groves of Areca,
Moringa, Mangifera, and Anone, = The tabil (dcacia a_rab.wa)
also grows in great abundance, and the banyan (Ficus tndica),
pipal (Ficus religiosa), tamarind (Tamarindus z'ndu'_a), and mulborry
ronch o large size. The north and east of the Districh are dotted
with numerous groves of date palms (Phaniz araulis), and mony
- of the principal ronds sre lined with fine avenues of banyans,
casuarinas (Casuaring muricatd) and mulberry trees, Waysides
and waste places are filled with grasees and weeds, ususlly of
Littloe intrinsic interest but often striking because of their
distribution ; many of them have been inadvertently introduced
by humen agency, and include European or African and American
species. There are no forests in the District. . '

Leopards were formerly common, and wild hogs are still very Fauns.
numerous in some parts of the District. Tho latter do great
damage to growing orops, especially, fo sugarcane, .

The mean temperature for the year is 74°. The mean mini- Tempers.
mum rises from 53° in January to 79° in June, at which point it tnre and
remains constant until September ; the mean maximum is highest ™!
(97°) in April. The average rainfall is 60 inches, of which 7
fall in May, 11-3 in June, 10°4 in July, 10°7 in August and 77
in September.

The country once formed portion of the old kingdom of History,
Banga or Samatata, but the earliest traditions still ocurrent are
assooiated with the name of Khanja Alj, who came to the District
4} centuriesago. He obtained a jagir from the king of Gaur
and made extensive clearances in the Sundarbans, where he
appears to have exercised all the rights of sovereignty till his
death in 1459. He left numerous mosques and tombs, but
most of these are in the Khulna District.f The next traditions
are connected with Raja Vikramaditya, one'of the chief ministers
of Daud Khan, the last king of Bengal, who obtained & grant
in the Sunderbans and established & city to which he retired
with his family and dependents, The vernacular name of the
District is a corruption of Yasohara (“glory depriving”, as
it is seid to have robbed Gaur of ifs pre-eminence), the name
given by Vikramaditya to his capital city, the site of which

. was at Iswanipor in the Khulnd Distriet,/ Vikramaditya was
succeeded by his son Pratipiditya, the popular hero of the Sun-
darhans, who gained predominance over the twelve chiefs or-
Bhuiyas who then held the south and east of -Bengal; he
*was evenfually defeated and captured by Raja-Man Singh, the
leader of Akbar’s armies in Bengal from 1589 to *1606. The
"name Jessore continued to attaoi itsolf to the estates which
Pratapaditya had possessed. The military governor, who had
charge of them, and who was looated at Mirzinagar on the
Keabadek, was called the fanjdar of Jessore; and when the
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hend-quarters of tho Distriel wero brought to Kasba (whore they
now arc), tho hamo Jessore was applied to the town where the
couris wors Joested. Until 1786 the District was still nearly
conterminous tith Raja Protapaditys’s torritories, but rinco that
dato large aveas have from time {o hme been excised, and at the
present day it covors barely one-half of its original rea.

After the fall of Raja Protapadityn thoso of his parganas
which wero situsted within tho prosent ares of this Districl
;\'oﬁa %ivid]ed I%nlo tfb}ee znm;:xdﬁris, tlmi'.1 ixé ) the sougl bein
) » tho RajA of Jeswore, known 25 the Chénchra Rjjs, an
that i!i the north by the Réja of Naldipgs, while tho third,
eallod the yamindari of Bhiichang, foll into the hands of Raja
Bitd Rim Itat, concerniny whom there aro numerdus legends in
thonorth-cast of the Disirict. ITo was s talukddr of a villago
called Hariharnagar on the bank of the Madhumati river, and is
said to have been deputed by the Nawib of Dacea to colleot his
Yevenuos, but ss the revenues never went further then Sita
Rém himself, the Nowib sent an atmy egains! him and at
longth succocded in capturing him about the year 1712, The
ruins of SitA Ram’s palnce and the various large tanks which
hé constructed aro still to be seon at Muhammoadpuor.

The Rajis of Jeesoro or Chanchra trnco their origin to Bha-
beswar Rai, a soldier in the army of an imporial general, who
conferred on him soveral parganas taken from Pratipaditys. He
dicd in 1588, and was succocded by his son Mohtib Rim Rai, who
nssisted Man Bingh sgainst Pratapaditya, an@ at the closo of the
war was allowed to rotain the parganas made over to his father. To
him sncceeded Kandarpa Rai, who added considerably 6 the estates;
and ho in turn was followed by Mouohar Rai (1649-1700), who
is Togarded as the principal foundor of the family. The estate,
when ho inherited it, was of modorate eize, but he acquired ono
‘parguna aftor atothor, until, at his death, tho property wes by
far_the largest in tho meighbourhood, Tho estate then wenb
to Erishna Réim, who wa followed by Sukh Deb Rei (1720-46).
The latfer divided {ho estate into o lhyec-quarford sharo and a
one-quarter sharo, tho former belng called the Isafpur and the
Tatter the ‘Seidpur csfate. Tho lntlor was given by Sukh Dob
fo'hih brother Syam Sundar, who died without Jesue, leaving it
vaoant. It was sfterwards donforred by the Bast Indin Com-
Jany tfién o landholder in exchangoe for corfain landb near Caloutta.

he g‘aoséessor of the property in 1814, II4ji Muhammad Mobsin,
‘mhdo'dvir tho'ostate in trast for tho ITooghly Imambira, which
h.nk over dincs onjoyod its rovenuch, Isafpur ostate wad inherifed
%1‘7_@4 ‘by ‘Bri Kanta Rad, who subtained such hoavy Tosses about
[LHb tifdd of ‘the ‘povmutiont dottlomont, tht his family ivasdeft
degtitutréqdd foroed {0, fall bick upon the bounty of tho Govern-
‘thont, 'His ‘rondsoh Baradi Kanta, who succooded in 1817, boing

-+
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& minor, the property was administered by the Gourl of Wards,
and its value pgreatly incremsed. In 1823 the Government added
to his estate the confiscated pergana of Sihos, and it subse-
quently bestowed on Baradd Kanta tho title of Raja Bahadur
in recognition of services rendered by him during the Mutiny,
He died in 1880, leaving three sons, the eldest of whom succeeded
to the titlo and estates.
The revenue or financial administration (dirdni) was transforred
to the East India Compmny with that of the rest of Bengnl in
1765, but it was not until 1781, when a court was opened st
Murpli near Jessore town, that British administration was com-
pletely established in the Dishict. The first Judge and Magis-
trate was Mr. Henckell, who founded a market still known as
Henckellganj, and was the first {o urge upon the Government the
scheme of Sundarbans reclamation (sez Sunparpans). Mr. Rocke
who sucoeeded him in 1789, transferred the civil station to J essm'e:
where it still remains, Among the Collectors of Jessore was -
My, R. Thackeray, father of the novelist, who acled in that
capacity for o few months in 1805. The boundaries of the istriet
have under%one frequent changes : extensive areas on the east ard
%ﬁi ]{n.veh'ieen t({l;:ieg o.ml;ly to iorm the Districts of Faridpur and
ulna, while additions have been -Par
ond, Nadis o tho wet mado from. tho 24-Parganas
. The population of the present area was Teturne 507
in 1872 and 1,939,375 in }’381, but it fell toetiuglt’g 5137]’?511‘%8'1 e
and 1,813,155 in 1901, Tho apparent increass &
. pparent increase in 1881 +wans
probably cuused by the inncournsy of the first census; the sub,
quent decline is due to the extromely inssnitary conditions uh'S(i;
revail. The banks of the rivers are higher than the ¢ " ;c
ehind them, and depressions are thus formed between thoun 4
water-courses. The drainage of these was always diff 11(: “und
it has now become slmost impossible owing to the sil i
the mouths of the rivers and drainage ohnnnelsm héltg up of
swamps are thus formed, while good dnnking wat o> igmant
and the homesteads are enveloped in denss jun ler lf oo
this District that cholera first appeared in o \Jriolegn?i : ‘Yi‘m o
form in 1817. Here, too, twenty yoars later, ori ?P& ot
1mb1gsfﬁt%l k&nd of' fefver, subsequently known l’ls “.gfl:(?i; » E;I:;g‘
; urdwan,” fover, which deci s
the country from Jessore westwurggcl;atfﬁ :Egeﬂ? opulation .of
sab-division of Binkurd. The first known outh ekBmhnupur
near Muhammadpur ameng & body of some six h l(fra o orrod
working on the road from Jessore to Dacea. In 1;:3 od prisoners
scemed to disappear, bus it again broke. ont 3 lsthg epidemio
presont time this malignant type of fever is no;nn t'46‘. - At the
3;‘:&%’ yiff;mm;s verg Provalent, which is relenﬂ:sﬁ;nb::, ‘l:u t}\a
ny snd sappi itali FOTR,
y apping the vitality of the survivors and
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reducing their fecundity. Cholera is also prevalent, and small-pox,
dysontery and diarrhen claim many vietims,
The salient statistics of tho census of 1901 are reproduced

below :—

Nvyunrg or gp. | Feerent.
Area 1.,.‘,’.2( aee ol | Nomher
in Pepulse g menaf dr7intlon ef persons
BCD-nrvisION. rquaze tlen. por h’n ;m;;uh- mn md
. on b gt L1
miles, !'I'owns Villages, r';“ll:m twren 1o | write,

i ‘| nnaien,
dJeewora . ) ST 1 145 A2 b O ~pn s ae
dhendn o 41D 1 fob ) dopker }oge2 -23 1443
Maygart W W | 3 . LI T S =55 12538
MRl ] M #n dag eap ] -11 25,188
banpaon .. ..} O 1 Ty auns 40 ~3p 15,00
Distmict TOTAL .. | 2,025 3 | suss 1,219,055 | ¢ ~&0 | 105,102

The 3 fowns are Jr«onr, the hend-quarters, Korcnaxnrur

and Manrsrun ; but they are all small (only one per cent. of

the population being urban), and have all Jost ground since 1801,

{hough Kotchindpur has a contiderablo trade. The population

is densest in tho cast, where the eoil is most fcrlile and sfill

receives ocensional deposits of ilt, and most seattered in the

Bangnon sub-division to the wes{. The decadence alrendy

roferred to is mo<l marked in the country rapning west and south-

west from the Muhammadpar thina on the ecastern boundary,

tho centre of both epidemie cholera and of the Burdwiin fever.

This unhealthy zone stretolis eastwards and northwards beyond

thoe Jessors boundary and ineludes {he north-western part of

Faridpur and o small area in the north-west of Xhulna. There

is little migration except fo and from the surrounding Dislricts.

The languago of the Distriet is Rengali, tho dialeets spoken being

tho Bustern, or Musalmini, and Central Bengali. Of the popula-

tion 61 per cent. aro Muhammnadans and 39 per cent. llindus.

Their The bulk of the Muhammadans aro Shaikhs (984,000), and theso

rastes ond gy probably in {ho main the deseendants of convorts from the

tont"”  aboriginal Namastdras, This is the most numerons Iindu caste

(175,000), but Xayasths (55,000), Muchis (48.000), Kaibarttas

(45,000), Brahmans (39,000), Malos (27,000), Ahirs and Goalas

(26,000) and Sahas (21,000) ero also well represented; a noted

colony of Xulin Brilmans resides at Lawsiarrasa.  Agriculture

supports 71 peracont, of the population, industries 15 per cent.,
commerce 0°6 per cenl. and {ho professions 149 per cent.

Christian __ Christinns in 1001 numbered 912, of whom 867 were nafives.

Mustons. Tho Baptist Missionary Sodiety, tho London Mission Society,

and o Romen Catholio mission are at worl, in this District; of
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these the Roman Catholic and Baptist missions have secured most
converts. .

- The soil is fertile, but the northern part no longer receives Gﬂgcﬂlﬂ
the annual deposit of eilt which used to enrich jit. 1lere aws or fETATC
sufumn rice 1s the principal staple, but tobacco, sugarcane and gitjons.
varions cold-weather crops aro also grown. Tho low country in .
the south is chiefly under paddy cultivation, dman or winter rico
predominating. Date palms are largely grown for the manu-
facture of sugsr. They commenco bearing when they are about
7 years old and continue to do so_for about 25 years. The juico
is collected from November to Ifebruary, the yield of grr being
about 15 to 20 seers per tree. Indigo was formerly extensively
cultivated, but u.lar[f number of factories were closed in conse-
quence of the disturbances of 1859-G1 (of which some necount
will be found in the articlo on Nama District), and its cul-
tivation has now almost entirely disappeared. Cultivation has
suffered much in the Jhenida sub-division from the drying up
of the rivers; in the Miigura sub.division the nren under @man
rice ig contracting owing?v to deficient floods, but that of aus
and jute is extending. There is no artificial irrigation. '

The principnl agrioultural statisties for 1903-0% nre shown Agrien.

below, areas being in square miles :— tural
sl:\dﬂsﬁcﬁ
an
Sun-pIvisiox. Total. | Cultivated. Cu‘l‘::rl:blc principal
. ‘ ¢rops,
Jessore w| 889 606 24
Jtenida o o 475 300 15
Migora - " 425 208 16
Nllh“ o e 487 389 13
Bangaon [ s €19 389 14
Torar .. 2,025 1,661 &7

, Of the cultivated area it is estimated that 168 squaro mile:
twico cropped. Rice is grown on 1,391 square mile;I. Adman risc:)n;g
sown in April and May mgd. reaped in November or Decomber:
the land for this crop ie usually ploughed four times boforo
sowing, and except in marsh lands tho young shoots are irans.
plented in July. ~ For aus rico the ground s ploughed five or six
times and tho seed is sown broadcast; the land on which it is
grown generally yields o cold-weather orop as well, Boro rigo
lond is herdly ploughed at all3the eoed i8 sonttered broadenst
in the marshes as they dry up; and the shools aro fransplan.
ted whon o month old, and sometimes again & month lpter
Other crops grown are gram (26 squaro miles) pulses, oto,
(198 square miles), oilsecds inoluding mustard, Linseed and -4}
(Sesamum indicum) (162 squaro miles), sugarcino (’15 square milos);
jute (48 square miles) and tohaceo (82 squaro miles), On the
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oooneion of the eearcily in the Magura sub-division in 1897-98,
Rs. 64,000 was ndvanced undor the Agriculturists’ Lioans Act.
Cattle. Tho cattle are poor. There ara no regular pasture lands, but
cat{lo are grazed on the banks of the numerous marshes and
in tho date-palm orchards.
Aris and Qonrso cotlon cloths are woven on hand-looms {hroughout
manuface the District. Mats and baskets are made by the Muohis and
U Doms, and havo o largs loeal sale, Cart-wheels arc extonsively
mado ; thoso prepared n the Jhenida sub-division are lavgely sold
at Baduria i the 2{-Pargnuns, Limo for white-washing and
for en{in¥ with pdn is prepared hy Baitis from shells colleoted in
tho marshes by women of tho Bagdi easte. Gold and gilver orna-
ments and iron and brasy ware are menufectured.  Lao hracelots
are mado ab Lohigmi by immigrants from the United Provinees.
The date-palm sugar industry is of considerablo local importance,
but is gradually declining in spite of the imposition of countervail-
ing duties on imporied sugar: in 190001 there wore 117 factorios
with an outturn of 235,000 maunds valued ot 15715 lakhs.
Cowmerce,  Tho principal imports are rice, and sundri (eriticra litoraliy)
wood from Backergunge and the Suudarbans, cotlon pieco-goods,
ocotton twist, salt, kerosene oil, flour and potatoes from Caleutta,
ard conl from Burdwin, The prineipal exports ave paddy, pnlses,
juto, linsced, tamarind, coco-nuts, unrefined sugar, oil-cake, hides,
earthen jurs, carl-wheels, bamboos, bones, betel-nuts, timber,
ght and fish, chiefly to Backergunge and Caleuita. Except in
the Jhenide sub-division, whero there is a largo amount of
onrt traffie, mogt of the {rade is carried Dby hoals and is in
the hand of Sihi and Teli denlers, lmt considerable quantitios
of jule and bamboos are sent by rail to Caloutta. Ioteh&ndpur
is tho largest and Xesabpur the second largest centre of frade;
Naldaugn, Cbaugicha, Magura, Jhenida, Chindldali, Khajura,
ond Binodpur are iuportant trading villages. ¢
Railways The contral scction of tho Eastern Bongal State Railway con-
sud roadeeyaotg Caleutta with Jessore, the head-quarters station, whence
§t rups southe-cast to Khulnk. This lino is connecoted with
tho coslorn scotion of tho same milway by a Dbranch from
Bangaon to Rinaghlit, Excluding village tracks, the District
contains 681 wmiles of roads, of which 117 miles are melnlled;
‘tho most important are the Provineinl road from Jessoro to
Coleutta and those conneclivg Jessoro with Ilesabpur and
Jhenide, Kaliganj with Ilansada, and Jhewids with Borai and
Magura. Rond communiontion is best in the highor land in
'the head-quarters, Jhonidn and Bangnon sub-divisions, where the
silling’ up of the water communications has rendercd them more
necessary thon olsowhere. < There are 45 forries.
Water The rivers aro in many oases no longer navigable in their -

:::;‘;m upper ronchos excopt during the rains, but lower down thoy are
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tidal and carry large boats and small steamers throughout the
year, Steamer services ply on alternate week days from Khulua
itp the Atharabanki and Madhumati as far as Muhammadpur ;
daily from Khulna by Kalia to Lohagard and by the Majudkhali
Chitra-Ghorakhali KAa! end the Nabagang to Binodpur through-
out the year and during the rains as far as Magura; and on
alterate wack days from Kepilmuni up the Kabadak to Xotchand-

ur, fesding the railway at Jhingergicha. During the rains
mge boats ranging up to 2,000 maunds carry jute to the stations
on the railway, while some go direc. to Calcutta. LaYge pascenger
boats ply on the Nabiganga and Chitrd rivers and the channels
conneoting them with the railway stations.

There has been no famine in recent times ; but there was some Famine.
scarcity in the Magura sub-division in 1897, when rice was sold at
73 seers to the rupee. Advances were mnde under the Agri-
culturists’ Loans Act, but Government relief was only necessary
on & small scale.

For general administrative purposes the District is divided into District
5 sub-divisions with head-quarters al Jussorx®, JurniDA, Magura, sub-dnvi-
Naran and Bancaox. The District Magistrate-Colleotor is assist- 2ions and
ed at head-quarters by a staff of 5 deputy magistmte-collectors;' )
the sub-divisions of Magura, Na1al and Bangaon are in charge of
deputy magistrate-collectors, while the sub-divisional officer of
Jhenida is usnally a Joint Magistrate. The sub-divisional officers
of Bangaon, Jhenide and Naril are occasionally assisted by kub-
deputy collectors,

The civil courts subordinate to the District and Sessions Judee, Civil and
who is also Judge of Khulni, are those of a Sub-Judge and 4 Sriminal
Munsifs at Jessore, 3 Munsifs at Naril and 2 each at Jhenidg, J™H¢®
Magura and Bangaon. The total number of criminal courts is
23, including an Additional Sessions Judge, who is also employed
for part of the year at Khulna. The District hed at one time
an unenviable reputation for ducoity, but this is no longer the
case. Petty rioting cases arising out of land disputés are common,

At the setflement of Todar Mal the greater part of the Land
Distriot was ineluded in sarkdr Khalifatabad, but {he sma]] Tevenue.
portion in the north-east formed pait of saridr Muhammadabad
or Bhuishand, The District was subsequently divided chiefly amon
the great zamindaris of Isafpur, Baidpur, and Muhammndsha*h;g
It was brought under assessment in 1772, but its Collectoratd was
not established till 1786, prior to which date the land revenue
head-quarters were at Caleutta. Owing to the tdntinuous ohaned
of fiscal jurisdiction, comparison of the land revenue'swith ’ﬂmj:
formerly paid is impossible. The present incidence ambunts t
only R. 0-11-.2 per cultivated acre. Sub-division of propert; hao
goné on rapidly under English rule, and there are now ‘3’ ?14215:
permanently settled estates, in addition to 70 small estates wilieh
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aro temporarily seltled and 85 held diroot by Government, Sub.
infeudation of holdings hns nleo been earried on fo an enormous
extent. Theaverngoe rate of rent is Rs, 2-15-4 per cultivated acro,
but the amount varies according to the erops for whioh the land is
suitable. The rates for rice land range from R. 1.8 to Rs. 12
per_acro, for juto fraom Ra, 2-10 {o Rs, 2-13, pulses and oil-
sceds from Ts. & to Rs, 4-8, sugareano from Rs, 3 to Rs, 7.5,
vegetables from Re. 3 to Rs. 9, date palms from Rs. 3-3 to
Rs. 9, betel and coco-nut palms from ks, 10 to Rs. 16, and
pan gardens from Rs. 8 to Rs. 20, whilo homestend land fetches
Re, 10 to Rs, 156 and garden land Rs, 10 to Iis. 20 por acre.
Rents are lowest in tho less fertilo Bangaon sub-division, where
the matimum rato for rico lands is Re. 3 per aere, The averago
quantity of lnnd held by each ryof is 8 nares, The ntbanif system
(beo Namia Distriot) prevails in rome parts of the Distriet; korfd
ryots wha hold Inand nuder a middleman are numerous.

Tho following {able shows the collections of 1and ravonue and of
total revonue, under {he principal headr, in thousands of rupees :—

18¢0.51.* | 1F90-0). 1800.01. | 1803.0%

Land rovenne ' - 10,84 8,60 §,50 8,34
Total revenue o 18,68 15,42 16,02 16,59

—

® In 18581 the disirict dld not inclads the sub.divislon of Panmeon, which was sules.
quently transterred to It Lrom Nadi3,

Local and  Outside the municipalitics of Jrssomr, Korcuaxpror and

munleipal Mfanrspun local affairs aro managed by the District board with

fue,,g, subordinate leenl hoards in each sub-division. In 1903-04 the
incomo of the Distriot board was Rs, 1,70,000, including Rs. 99,000
derived from rates, and tho oxpendilure was Rs. 1,68,000.
Sohomes for the reclamation of tho river Bhnirsh, & standing
sourco of unhenlthiness, and for opening the Muchikhili Khal
are under confemplation. .

Pubile The Malli faxeanal, ono milo in length, exoavaled in 1901,

worke.  oomneots tho Madhumati and Nabagangd rivers in the Naval
sub-division.

Poicoand  The Distriot contains 20 police stations and 10 outposts, and in

Juils. 1903 tho forco subordinate to the District Superintendent of Polico
consisted of 6 inspeotors, 43 sub-inspeotors, 36 head-constables
ond 421 oonstables (including 88 town chavkiddrs and wafor
police) ; in addition thero is o rural forco of 248 daffuddrs and 8,839
chauliddrs, Tho Distriet jail ut Jrssonc has accommodation for
870 prisoners, and subsidiaxy jnils at each of the sub-divisional
outstations for 10G,
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The District is less advanced in respect of education than would Education.

be expected from its proximity to Caleutta, and in 1901 only
58 per cent. of the population (11 meles and °5 females) could
read and write. The number of pupils under instruction was
34,000 in 1892-93 and 85,000 in 1900-01, while in 1903-04
43,000 boys and 4,000 girls were at school, being respectively
31'1 and 2'6 per cent, of the children of school-going age. The
number of educational institutions, public and private, in that
year was 1,367, induding an Axrts college, 85 secondary schools,
1,255 primary schools and 26 other special schools. The expen-
diture on education was 2'1 lakhs, of which Rs. 28,000 was met
from Provincial funds, Rs. 41,000 from District funds, Rs. 600
from municipal funds end 1 lakh from fees. The principal
educationsl institutions are the Victoria college at Naril and
high schools et Kalia, Magura and Jessore.

In 1903 the District contained 12 dispensaries, of whioh Aedical,
5 had accommodation for 30 in-door patients, At these the
cases of 62,000 out-patients and 500 in-patients were treated
during the year, and 2,000 operations were performed. The
expenditure was Rs. 19,000, of which Rs. 1,700 was met by &
Government subventior, Rs. 7,000 from-locel end Rs, 8,000 from
municipal funds, and s, 8,000 from subscriptions,

Vaccination is compulsory only in mumiocipal aress. During Vaccina.
1908-04 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was 54,000, tion.
representing 299 per thousand of the population,

[Sir W. W. Hunter, Matistical Account of Bengal, vols, i and
ii, 1875 ; Sir J. Westland, Report on Jessore, Calcutia, 1874.]

Jessore Sub-division,—Head-quarters sub-division of the

. Jessore District, Bengal, lying befwecen 22° 47’ and 23° 28’ N.
and 88° 59’ and 8Y> 26’ B. wilh an area of 889/square miles.
The sub-division is an_alluvial tract, containing some large

marshes and trgversed by streams which have now silted up

except in the lower reaches. Its population was 561,242 in 1901

compared with 594,835 in 1891; in 1901 there were 631 persons
to the square mile. It conlains one town JEssorm: (population

8,064), its head-quarters, and 1,488 villages. The principal marts

are at BasanTia, Jessore town, JuineErGAcHS, and Kesanpur
Jhenida Sub-divisien.—North-western sub-division of Ehe

Jessore District, Bengal, lying between 23° 29/ and 28° 47’ N

and 88° 57’ and 8Y° 23" E. with an aren of 475 square miles.

Its population was 504,899 in 1901, compared with 311,973 in

1891. It contains one town Kovcuaxporur (poplﬂution, 9,065)

and 864 villages. Its head-quarters are at JHEXDA.» The sub.
division is a flat, alluvial plain, -the surfaée of whioh.has been
raised by the inundations of the Ganges distributary system till it
is now beyond the reach of ordinary floods, and no longer receives
thle deposits of silt which formerly enriched i*, Ii containg the
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moast unhenithy portions of the Dislriect. The population hag
consequontly jeoeded, and tho deusity i now 642 persons to
the equaro miloe, The principal marts are at Jhenida and Kot
chandpur.

Magura Snb-division,—North-castorn sub-division of the
Jossore Distriet, Bengal, lying hotween 28° 16’ and 23° 41’ N.
and 89° 25" and 89° 41° B, wilh an aren of 425 squarc miles.
Its population declinod from 803,281 in 1891 o 277,481 in 1901
when thero were 53 porsons o tho squaro mile. It contaius 934
villages, including Macuna its head-quarters, but no fowns. Tho
sub-division is a deltaic tract, the formetion of which is very nearly
finished oveopt nlong its western border, which is still liable to
inundation from the waters of {ho Msdbumati. It containg somo
vory unhealthy tracls and it is seid fo have been the focus of
tho Burdwin fever. The principal murts are at Magura and
Munamvanrur,

Naril Sub-division,—South-castern sub-division of the Jessore
Distriot, Bengnl, lying bofween 22° 58’ and 23° 21’ N. and
89° 23" aud 8%° &0’ J. with an area of 487 squore miles. Its
population was 332,281 in 19v1, compared with 348.637 in 1891,
It contains 810 villages, including Narar. its head-quartors, but
no towns. The sub-division, which is entirely alluviel, js less
ushealthy than other parts of Jeswore, and being lower, it still
receives oocasional deposits of silt; it is thus more thickly popu-
Inted and alrondy has a donsity of 723 persons to the rquare milo.
Tho principal marts are at Nuril, Naldi and Lohagars.

Bangaon Sub-division, —Western sub-division of the Jessoro
District, Bongal, lying betweon £2° 52’ aud 23° 2¢° N, aud 88° 40*
and 89° 2 I, with an aren of G49 squure miles. 1ts popula-
tion was 317,352 in 1901, compared with 330,201 in 1891, Itis
o land of somi-stagnant rivers, the soil is comparatively poor, and
the sub-division is moro thinly populated (489 persons to tho
square milo) than {he xest of the District. Tt contains one fown
Maurspun (population 4,180) and 798 villages, including Bax-
aaox its hond-quartors.  The principal marts are at Bangaon and
Mahespnr.

Amrita Bazar (Magurn).—Villago in tho hend-quartors
mub-division of Jessora Distriol, Bongul, situnted in 23° 9" N. and
89° 4’ E, Population (1901) 1,148, It was formed by a family
of landholders sud ngmed nfter {heir mother. A nowspapor
known as tho Amrita Bazar Patriki wes formorly published hero,
but is now printed in Caloutta.

. Bangaon Village.—Head-quarters of the sub-division of the
gamo namo, Jossore District, Beongal, situaled in 23° 3’ N. and
88° 50’ 0. on {ho Ichamaii. Population (1901) 3,660, Bangaon
is a siation on the contrl seotion of the Easlern Bongnal State
Reailwny, and is also councelod with the onstorn soction of that
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iiwny by s branch to Rinighat, It contains the usual publio
l;lliloes{ th’; sub-jail has accommodation for 12 prisoners.

Basantia,—Village in the head-quariers sub-dms,mn‘ of
Jessore District, Bengul, situtated in 23° 8’ N, and 89° '22 BE. on
the Bhairab, 12 miles cast of Jessoro town, IPopnlation (1901)
1,420, It has o considerable trade in sugar and rico. Being the
nearest point to Jessoro to which boats of a large sizo ean come,
it may bo said to serve as a port to that town ; there is also 2 large
country traffio by road between Basantia and Jessore.

Jessore Town,—Head-quarters of Jessore District, Bengnl,
situnted in 23° 10’ N. and 89° 13’ E. on the Bhairab river. Popula-
tion (1901) 8,054. The name Jessore was applied to the village of
Kasba when it was made the head-quartors of Jessore District. The
town is situated on the Eastern Bengal Btato Railway, 74 miles
from Calcutta and 35 miles from Khulnd, The villages of Purins,
Knsba, Bagehhar, Sankarpur and Chinchra lie within the muni-
cipal limits. The last contains the residenco of the Rajas of
Chanohra or Jessore (sce Jrssore Distriet), and the romains of
a rampart and fosse by which it was once surrounded are still
visible, Jessore was constituled s municipality in 1864. Tho
average income for the decade ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 19,000
and the expenditure Iis. 18,000. In 1903-04 the income was
Rs 22,000, of which Rs. 10,000 was derived from a tax on housos
and lands, and Rs. 5,000 from a consorvancy rato; the expenditure
in the same year wus Rs, 21,000. Tho town possesses the usual

ublio offices, including eriminal, rovenus and eivil courts,
%istrict joil, a church, dispentary with 16 beds, a small public
library, and a high school, The jeil has accommodation for 370
prisoners; the industries carried on_are brick-mnking, surki and
khod pounding, cane and bamboo work and the manufacture of anir
mats and jute string. Thero are 3 printing pres:cs, and a weekly
nowspaper and 2 monthly magazines with o large eirculation are
published. Part.of the town is provided with & filtered water-

supply, and it is proposed to extend this by the ¢onstruction of
large water-works.

Jhenida Village,—Head-quarters of the sub-division of the
same namo in Jessoro Distriet, Bengal, situated in 23° 33’ N. and
89° 11’ E. on the Nubnﬁangﬁ rivor, 28 miles north of Jessoro
town. Population (1901) 798, Theroisa lnrgo bazar with a trade
1n sugar, rico and pepper. Communicalion was formerly ohiefly
curried on by means of tho river, but it has now to greal, oxtont
silted up and is navigablo only below tho town and for § months
in tho year, Jhenida is connooted by road with the Chuadanga
station on the Eastorn Bengal Btalo Railway. It contning the llslﬁll
publio offices ; tho sub-jail 85 accommodation for 11 prisonors

Jhingergacha,—Village in the head-quarters sub-division of
Jossore Distriet, DBongal, situated in 24° 6’ N, end 89° 8 R
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on tho Kabadek river. Population (1901) 736. Jhingergichs
is a station on the Enstorn Bengal Stalo Railway, and steamers
ply between it and Xapilmuni in KChoing Distriet.

Kesabpur.—~Villago in the head-quarters sub-divison of
Jessore Distriot, Bengal, situated in 22° 55’ N, and 89" 13’ E, on
tho Harihar river, about 18 miles south of Jessore town, It is a
large contre of the sugar trade. An import trede in rice is
carried on, and Jarge quanfitics of earthen pofs and vessels are
manufecturod in connection with the sugar industry, Another
local manufacturoe is brass work.

Kotchandpur.~Town in the Jhenida eub-dividon, Jessoro
Distriot, Bengal, situaied in 23° 25’ N. and 89° 1’ L. on the left
bank of the Kabadak. Topulation (1901) 9,065. Kotchandpur is
tho largest seat of tho sugar {rade and manufactnre in the Dis-
triot. 14 was constituted a municipality in 1853. The average
incomo for the decade ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 6,500 and
the expenditure Rs, 5,000, In 1903-0% the incomo was Rs. 7,000,
mainly from a {ax on persons (or property tax) and a fax on
vehieles, and tho expendifure was Re. 6,000,

Lakshmipisa,—Village in thoe Naril sub-division, Jessors
District, Bengal, sitttated in 23° 11’ N. and 89° 49’ I, on the
right bank of the Nabagangd river, whero it joins ihe Hankina
1v miles enst of Naral. 1t is the home of a well-known colony
of Kulin Brihmans; the lafter irace their origin {o Ramannnda
Chakrabmiti, who cmigrated fiom Sarmangal near Kaila in
Backergunge. n great Kulin settlement.

Migura Villago.—llcad-qumtersof tho sub-division of the
samo name in Jessowe Distrief, Dengal, situated in 23° 20’ N,
and 89° 26’ . on the Nalngangh river, where the Muchikhali
Kbl brings down {o it {he waters of the Kumir., Popula.
tion (1901) 1,148, It has a britk trade in sugar and rico and
6 number of sugnar refincries. Liarge numbers of reed mats aro
made hero, and oil is manrufactured from mustard seed. Magurn
containg {he usunl public offires; the sub-jail has sccommedation
for 63 prisoners. It is proteoted from inundation by the
Nabagangi embankment.

Mahespur, —Town in the Bangaon sub-division, Jessoro Dis-
{riot, Bengal, ritunted in 23° 21’ N.und 88° 56‘ K. on the Kabadak
river. Population (1901) 4,180, Mahespur was constituted a
municipalify in 1869, The averago income for the decade onding
in 1001-02 was Rs 3,600 and the expenditure Rs. 2,700. In
1903-04 the income was Rs, 3,400, mainly from a tax on persons
(or praperty tax), and {he ospendiinre was Rs. 2,600,

nhammadpur,—Village in the' Magura sub-division, Jessors .
Distriot, Bengal, situated in 23°-24' N, ond 89° 87’ E. on the
right bank of tho Madhumaii. ]‘.’opulntion (1901) 44. Muham-
madpur was formerly o large {own, and o quadranguler fort,
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many fino tombs and oiher reranins bear testimony {o its ancient
greatness.  The - place is now very unhealthly, and it was in its
neighbourhood that the virulent fover epidemie, best known as
* Burdwan fever,” was first noticed about 1840,

Naril Village.—Head-quarters of the sub-division of the
gamo name, Jessore District, Bengal, situated in 23° 10" N,
and §9° 30' E., 22 miles east of Jeszore town on the Chitrd
river, which is here very deop and affords a regular route for
large ‘boats throvghout the year. Population (19ul) 1225
Naril contains the usual public offices; tho sub-jail hes accommo-
dation for 12 prisoners, and there is o good colleginte echool
teaching up to the firt nris standard, with a hostel attached,
The Naral {amily are tho leading landholders of Jessoro Dietrict;
snd soveral works of public utility have been consirucled by them.

Khulna District.—District of the P’residency Division, engnl, Romnd.
lying between 21° 38’ and 23° 1’ N. and 86° 54’ and 89° 65" I3, ales, -
It« nrea, exclusivo of 2,688 square miles in the Suxparnays on tho {rrson:
south, is 2,077 equarc miles. It occupies the south ecentral ficer
portion of the delta between the Mooghly and Meghna cstunry, ssatem.
nnd is bounded on the north by Jessoro District; on the east by
Backergunge; on the west by the 24-Parganas; and on the gou
by the Bay of Bengal.

The general shape of tho District is an irregular parallologram,
and it may be divided into four parts: tho north-western portion,
whoro the land is well raized ; tho north-eastern portion, from tho
Jesrore boundary down to the latitude of Bhghorhat, whero the
land is low and covered with swamps; tho centel portion, aleo
low-lying, but now brought under habitation and enltivation ; and
the southers portion, which forms tho Xhulni Sundarbans, o
tanpled network of swamps and rivers, iu tho greater part of
which tillage is impossiblo and therois no eettled population.
The whole District forms an alluvial plain intersecled by
rivers flowing from north f{o south; their bonks, a3 in ail
deltaic Districts, stand higher than tho adjncent country, and the
Innd rlopes away from them, thus forming n depression botween
the main linos of tho rivers. They lave, iowover, with the ex-
coption o.f the Madhumali, which forms the castern boundary
of the Districl, ceased to be truo doltnic eireams owing to tho
silting up of their heads. The Mabnumary, with its continuation
tho Baleswar and its estuary tho Maringhata, still brings down
a great quantity of tho Ganges water to tho sen., Tho other
rivors are connected by numerous cross-channels nnd aro known
by a confusing multiplicily bf numes in difforent porbons of
their coursos. The most impgttant are the Ienasats, t&w Jamuxa
mand the Xabadak, wl.uch dischiirge into the ren by the Raimnngal
and Malaucha estuarics ropectivoly, and the Bhairab, now a tribn.
tary of the Madhumati, though a great deal of ifs watér finds jts

1
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way into the Bay of BDengal tln-ough the Riipea river. There are
no lakes, but the District is studded with marshes, the largest
of which, the Bayrd Bil, extends over 40 miles, but has to n
great oxtent beon brought under eultivation,

The District is covered by recent alluvium consisting of
sandy clay and sand along tho comrse of tho rivers, and fine
eilt consolidating ito clay in the flatter parts of the river
plain, while beds of impure peat commonly ccour.

In the north-wost of the District thero are extentive groves
of dato malms (Pheniz acaulis), especially on the outskmts of
villages. "The north-erst and centro of tho Distriet aro generally
inundated during tho rainy season, only the river banks and the
artificial mounds on which habitativns aro situnted rising above the
wafer. Theeo elovated smbaukments are, where not ocoupied by
gardens, densoly coveroed with a serubby junglo or somi-spontaneouns
specics from which riso hamboos, botel and coco-nut palms with a
tow taller trecs, tho commoneet being tho Odina ond the most
conspicuous the red cotton tree (Bombaz malaboricum). The sarfaco
of tho marshes shows cithor hugo stietches of inundated ries or is
covered with matted flonting ielets of sedges and grasses and
various water lilies, the most striking of these being the makana
(Buryolo ferez). 'Tho forests of the ‘Sundarbans in the south pro-
duoo many varieties of timber and an abundant supply of firewood.

Tho samo forests also abound in tigers, leopards, wild
buffaloes, hogs, wild cats, svamp deer, spotted deer, hog deer,
barking deer, porcupines, otters and monkeys. Tigers are very
numerous, and their ravages ofton interfero with the extonsion of
oultivation. Crocodiles aro common in the Madhumati and
Bhairab and in all the rivors in the Sundarbans. Snakes of
various kinds infest the wholo District.

Statisties of tomperaturoare not nvailoble. Rainfall commences
carly, nnd tho annual fall is 65 inches, of which 6:5 inches fall in
May, 12'6 in June, 12+8 in July, 11'8 in Augnust, 88 in Septomber
and 4'0 in Ootober. Serious floods ecourred in 1885, 1890 and 1900,
but they are less now than thoy wero before the Medhumati had
opened out its prosont channel and the other rivers had silted ug
at their heads, A eyelono sccompanied by a storm-wave ocourre:
in tho Baghorhat sub-division in 1895. .

In anocient times the District formed part of the old kingdom
of Bangs or Samatata, nnd_subsequently of the Bigri division
of Bengoal constituted by Dallal Sen. Who earliest traditions
are, however, assooiated with the namo of Xhanja Ali, who came
to tho Distriob 4} conluries ago, Mo obtained & jdgir from
the king of Gaur and made extonsive ofearances in tho Sun-
darbans, whero he appoars fo have esercissd all the rights of
sovoroiguty till his death in 1459, Il covered the country with

. Dumerous mosquos and tombs; the’ romainy of some of which are
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ill 10 bo seon at Bagueruar ond Masjidkur, Vikramidilya, one
fwtfﬂ}ho chief ministers of Dnoud Kbhan, tho last hing of Bengal,
obtained 8 grant in the Sundarbans when that monarch rebol!ed
agninst the king of Delhi, and established al Iswanrryn s city
from which the District of Jrecorc took ils mame. 1Io was
suocceded by his eon Pratapdditya, the popular hero of the
Sundarbane, who gained pre-cminence over the twolve chiefs or
Bhuivis then holding possession of southern Bengal, but was
eventually defested and captured by Min Singh. The present
District of Kholnd was formed in 1882 out of the Xhuina and
Bagherhit_sub-divisions of Jessore and the Satkhira sub-division
of the 24-Parganas, and its history aftor tho Brghsh accostion lo
the diwdni is comprised in the accounts of thoso Distriots.

The population has grown rapidly since 1872, tho figures The
being 1,046,878 in 1872, 1,079,948 in 1881, 1,177,65¢ in 1801 and people.
1,253,043 in 1901, The increaso is due fo a large exprusion of
cultivation in the south, central and south-western portions of the
District and o steady but less rapid growth in the marshy country
to the north-cast, on the confines of Faridpur. There has been
a decrease of population in the north-western corner and in a
parrow strip oF country running from it first in a coutherly and
then in a south-easterly direction ; in this traet fover is vory preva.
lent., In the northern part of the Satkhira sub-division the
drainage is bad, there are numerous swamps, and malaxin is always
present. The other northern thanns are aleo low.lying, but though
thero are numerous marshes, the country is moro open; and there
is less jungle, whilo the stagnant pools and tanks which are eo
common in north Satkhira are rarely to be seen. Dyspepeia,
diarrheon and dysentery are common when the river  wator
becomes brackish, and cholera sometimes breaks out in an epidomic
fo{m. Tho salient statistics of tho oensus of 1801 are reproduced
below :—

. Perrer .
Aren Neupen op— Popu ﬂ\-rl-:glll:; Number
I . ; Iation | fupoputa. | ®F
SoB pIvISION, quire Population, JJor ' l!lon ':b';‘.".';
willek. { Tawns, [Vilfages, Bille, 1?:-»':33 tend and
191, write,
Rhaln® ., = ~9 1 "o 401,788 g
sacherhit T 0| e b .| v | Seon | R 1 | s
BAtkbra ., ., | %90 Sl 16T ] 45907 | g -1 [ siw
DiszRICT TOTAYL ., {2,077% 31 3441 11,253,043 | ap3e +04 | go,30s5

* Yhese figures cxelud
dennty of lhomv:ho]o ]3'1"‘" rfcf-?:m“‘:::ow.ﬂg t'l?c‘:e"tt :ir:ng?{’l.um. 11003 Area bo included, (ho

The 3 towns are Kuursa, tho head-quariers D
SATKHIRA. There is i Jarge immigrntioanrom {ho B‘;;(Ar}:tanﬁ

19
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Backergunge, Jessore and Faridpur, which supply many of the
enltivators on now clearancos in the Sundarbans; some of theso
have seitled permanently, bul many ave still domiciled elsowhere,
The dinlects spoken are the Kastern, or Musalmdini, and Iust
Coentral Bongalt. 1lindus (619,123) and Muhummaudans (632,216)
aro nlmost cqually divided.

"The bulk of the Muhammadane are Shaikhs (202,000) and Ajlafs
(285,000), whilo of the remninder {ho functional caste of Jolahis
(27,000) is the most largely represented.  Probuably most of thess
aro deseonded from loeal convorts from Iindnism, nnd chiefly from
tho Chandals (Namasiidias) and Pods, who «fill numinr Y91,000
and 105,000 rospoctively. Of other onstes Xayasths (39,000),
Xnibarttas (36,000) smd Brabmans (31,0'0) are the most numerous,
Agriculiuro supporls 77 per cent. of tho population, industries
11-7 per cent. and tho professions 18 per cent.

Cluistians in 1901 numbered 1,275, including 1,228 native
Chris{inns, the mos( important mission at work being tho Baptist
Missionnry Sociely, which has 18 churches and 24 echools, mostly
among the ocultivating olasses in {he Sundarbans, The Oxford
Mission has o station nt Shelaburid on the Pusur about 30 miles
south of Khulnd, and some Koman Catholics at Malgfichi, also
in the Sundarbang, are visiled occasionnlly by their priests.,

The clay lund of the river plain (mathidl) is most suitable for
rice, whilo cold wenther crops, such ns pulses, oilsceds and the
betel creeper (DLipr betel), grow best on the sandy cley koown as
dodshia. In tho decomposed vegolablo deposits of the marshes,
winter rice of the conrsest sort is tﬁe only crop grown. Except in
tho higher Innd and in the north of tho Satkhira sub-division,
pertial failure of cropsis not uncommon owing fo the deposits
of salt loft by the sea. Tho south-west of the District suffors
especinlly from {his canse; elsowhere the salt is as a rule nnnually
washed away during tho rainy scason, and the soil is rongvated
by tho deposits left by the overflow of the rivers. Thoe caltivalors
in somo places put up emall bandhs, known locally as bherix, to
keep ont tho ealt wafer. It is estimnled that in 1093-04, 1,343
squarc miles wero cullivaled and that the culturablo waste
amonnted {o 334 rquure miles; soparato statisties for the sub-
divisions aro not svailablo, .

Rice is the staple food grain, covering 1,213 squaro miles, The
principal crop is tho winter variety, for which the reclnimed
poritous of the Sundarbans ave famous ; the soil is here new and
snexhausted, and the outtwrn is abundant, [n{he Sundarbans this
orop i< sown brondeast in the carly part of July and reaped in
Janwary. Elsowhero it is sown in nurserics during Apul and
May, transplonted about July, and reaped in November and
Decomber ; in low lands, howover, it is occasionally sown broadenst.
Oilseeds, principally musiard, are grown in 100 square miles,
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while jute covers 14 and tobacco 8 square miles, Date palms
( Phenie acaulis) and belel-nuts (Areca Catechu) are also largely
grown. Tisheries are plentiful, and fishing constitutes an important
industry.

Cultyivation is being steadily extended into the shallow bils Improve.
which form so marked a feature of this part of Bqual. In the :’é‘:_‘l‘é:{“
south progress is being made in pushing back the jungle of the gy
Sundarbans, where the new olearances attract oultiva.tprs not ouly practice.
from other parts of the District, but also from Nadid, Jessore,
Faridpur and elsewhere. There was rome scarcity in 1896-98,
when Rs. 69,000 was advanced under the Agriculturisis’ Lioans
Act ; the annual average of the sums advanced under thal Aot
in the 10 yeers ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 7,000, while the sums
advanced under the Land Improvement Tosns Act aversged
Rs. 5,000 per annum. .

There is little real pasture land in the District, and fodder Cattle.
is scarce. No attempts have been made to improve the breed of
cattle, which is very poor.

The Forest department administers 2,081 square miles of Forests.
reserved forests in the Sundarbans, but this area includes 538
square miles of water chanuels j large quantities of forest produce
are exported from them fo the adjoining Districts. The prinocipal
trees are sundri (Herilizra litioralis), pasuy (Carapa Moluccensis),
amur (Amoora cuculluta), keord (Svmmeratia apelala), gardn (Ceriops
candolleana), good (Exrcoecaria agallocha). The wminor produce
consists of golpdita (Nipa frutescens), hantal (Phaniz prludosa),
nal or thatehing grass, honey waz and shells. The gross revenue
from the forests in 1903-04 was 3-33 lakhs.

The chief industry is the manufacture of sugar and molasses, Arts i
but for some years it was seriously affeoted by the competition of mennfac-
imported sugar. The outturn of sugar in 1903-04 was 19,000 "™
mavnnds valued at 1-96 lakhs, and of molosses 68,000 maunds
valued at1'83 lokhs. The earthen pottery, cutlery and horn
industries of Kaligonj are of considerable importance. Coarse
oloths are manufactured on. hand-looms and aro said to be pre~
ferred by the poorer clesses to machine-made goods on account of
their duml'uht , but the industry is not flourishing.

The ohief exports are rice and paddy to Caloutte, 24-Parganas, Com-
Nadia ond Jessore, and gram, pulses, oilseeds, jute, tobacco merce,
§unmunufuctured), sugar (uorefined), firewood, {imber, minor

orest produce, pan lesf, betel-nuts, coco-nuts and fish to
Calentta, The chief fmports are raw cotton, cotton #wist,
Buropean cotton piece-goeds, hardware, glwssware, sugar (refine d)’
shoes, English liguors, keroseng oil, oral and coke, lime and tobnoco,
The chief trade ceutres are ot Khulna, Daulatpur, Phultala,
Alipur, Kapilmuni, Cheknngar,’ Chalua, Jalma, Du’mn ia and
Kutirhat, all in the head-quarters sub-division, ot Bagherbat,,
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TFokirbat, Moushn, Jatrapur, Kachua, Chitalmari, Gaursmbha,
und Morrelganj in the Bagherhat sub-division, and at Baradal,
Patkelghata, Kaliganj, Kularoa, Debhata, Chénduria, anantpnr,
Arisuni, Tuld and Noaobanki in the Satkhira sub-division, The
principal eastes engagod in irade aro Kaynsths, Tolis, Barnis,
Sahas, Malos, Baniks, Namastidras and Muhammadans.

The Eastern Bengal State Railway counects Xhulni with
Jesroro and Onlontta. In 1903.0f¢ the District contained 490
miles of ronds, of whioh only 12 miles wero motailed, in addition
fo 1,031 miles of village tracks. Tho principal are those
conneeting Khulod with Jessore and Baghorhat.

The largor rivers are for the most part tidsl and navi-
gable by large bonts throughoutl tho year, and they carry o

eat amonnt of trafic. Somo of the -connecting ochannels
orm pottion of n very important system of watorways conuect-
ing Caloulta with the castern Dislriots, and also with the
Gunges and the Brahmoaputrn systoms (see Carcurra and
Easteny Cavars). Tho contral mart of the Sundarbans is
tho fown of Khulni, fowards which all the great boat routes
converge. The ohief route, after reaching the junetion of the
I(nbadak with the Morirchap river, proceeds by the lattor as far
as ifa junction with the Betun and the Kholpefua, where it
divides into two channels. The large boats pass along the
Kholpetusi, Galghnsia, Banstala and Xanksiali chronels to Kali-
ganj, while the smaller boats enter the Sovaali at its junetion with
the Xholpetud and proceed fo Xaliganj by the Guntidkhali,
Uabra Sitalkhali, Jhopjhapia and Kanksialiy the route throuih
the Sitalkhali has been sl[:or(on«l gince the opening of the
Gobinde canal, and boats of all sizos now pass through 1t. From
Kaliganj the ronfe proceeds through the Jamund as far as
Basanipur, whero it again divides forming an inner and an
outer passago. Tho onter passago onters tho 24-Parganas through
the Xilindrl river and tho Sihibkhali and Barakulin Ihdls,
while tho inver passage procceds by the Jamuné from Basantpur
{o Husaingbid, where it enters a channel called the Tusginibad.
or Dhinsara !, From Khulni, routes branch off north, east
and sonth ; the chief northern route procoeds up the Athﬁrg-
bianki, the Madhumati and the (Jarai into the Padma or main
channol of the Ganges, and ocarries the river frade mot only of
northern Bengal but alto of Bihdr, during the season when the
Nadid rivers are closed. In recent yenrs, tho silting up of this
route has led to its abandonment by stenmers. The eastern route
from Khulod prsses down tho Bbairab and then by Barieal
through the Backergunge Disirict to Dacon. Thoe main southern
route connects Khulna with Morrelganj. ‘

In addition to the Cachar-Sundarbans dospateh service which
plies from Caloutta through the Sundarbans to Barisil, Chandpur,
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Nirsyanganj aod Assam, thero aro services of stenmers betwe
Khulns and Muhammadpur, Khului and Binedpur and (dm-?:;
the rains) Magnra and Khulnd and Madaripar ¢ia  the Mrdhn-
mati Bil route (ee2 Fariorur District).  Thero ia also a servico
on the Kabadok between Knpilmunt in Khulni and Kotehindpur
in the Jessoro District, which taps tho railway at Jhingergacha,
The famino of 1897.98 affected parts of the hduinad and Famise
Satkhira sub-divisions. Tho rainfall was deficiont in 1805.06, and
a oyclonie slorm drove salt woter into the fields and destroynd the
young plants. Tho rainfall was again very short in 1846.97, and
the ontturn of the great vico aren bordering on the Sundnrbans
barely nwonnted to an eighth of the normal erop. An ares of 467
EQUATO mxlcs;s:xth n {)opulntiou of 276,000 was uffecied, but the
number requiring relief never exceeded 16,000,  Tho relief works
were closed at the ond of Scptembier, but poor honsis were mnine.
tained till & month later. 'Tho total cxpenditaro wans 1474 Inkhs
of whxch‘Rﬂ. 61,000 was speat on roliet worke and Hs. 75 006
on ({;mguk])_;s &'L‘%l(!f. Aparttfrir: this, Re. 18,000 wus advanced
noder the Land Improvemen ans Act 0
the Iégriculhu'islts’ L:mns Act. and lts. 62,000 um.ler
_ For general administrutive purpotrs the Distriet js divi “atedes
info 3 sub-divisions with hc:ui-quin?m al Kuug.xtnglazjslrfg;}?xd«l :"ﬂ:*i:l
and Batruma. The District Mngistm:(\-(}olloctc;r in mﬁs“;\‘l"t' siree a1 d
hc_ad-qunrters by o #taff of - Depaty Mngl*lmtm@ollcctor:' .n;xd lln~ ate
Ragherhat and Satkhira sub-divisious - oro each in charge of p
Deputy Magistrate-Collector aesisted by o sub.doputy :gollcttou
:& depg&' 1fotzlxst:'nm.llor of forests and two oxtin assistant ronxc-n'z:-
Igfu ll:lﬁ.c ed to the Sundarbans division are also statisned nt
For the dispoenl of civil work in addition t istri
Bossions Judge, who is nlso Judge of JC'SHOI‘('O l:%mhll)\l;::i‘;: nng )
a Subordinate Judge it at Khulah and 3 '\[un:if t o ;-'-‘-.;:h A
of the other sub-divisional head-quarters, ’I‘hc‘ro m'usi: ,,](1“;}; e
aiminal courts, including the court of an Additionsl Sees "
Judgo, who sleo sits at Jescoro for o portion of the 'm; L}](‘);m
mo3t common cases aro thoeo which arire out of land dis nlen 0
. Tho enrly land revenuo history of the Diatrict clsm '
distinguished from that of the neighbouring IMstriets of Jl
und the 24-Pargnnus, of which until recently it formed i
At the timo of the permanent coftloment, most a}m('f par
sent Distriel was divided into n fuw lurg:.\ zamindasi nohud.
ing portions of the Isafpur aud Baidpur estatos (ree "J".w td-
Distriet). Of 979 edates in 1903.01 ‘with & currh l’ coany
of 6:9 lnl;lzq, 756 with a demand of 51 laklis were ": omaud
aottled. ‘Thoroaro no tenures peculinr to the 1);'51;;3" m?]“"n“y.
?&?&En}{' :?)‘:i %)ilg; qplon tho lund actually cultivated ;lurin’;nl"l?(:
riet).  Iioifa ryots hold nader o middlemnn

0!' b 0 Tand
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such ns n gAnthiddr or jotddy , middi ryots exe liable fo ejcclment
aftor a fixed poriod, Aistkdri ryots are {onants.al.will, while the
ocoupants of jula jama and dhdnya Rardri holdings pay rent in kind.
For the wholo District the incidence of rontal is Rs. 4-3-2 per
oultivaled acre, but rents vary greatly, ranging from Rs, 4-8 fo Rs. 9
er nerein tho Khulna sub-division, from Hs. 3 to Rs. 18 in Bagher-
Bﬁf, and from Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 in Satkhira. Pan and garden lands
bring in between Rs. 6 and Rs. O in Bigherhit, and between Re 9
nnd%s. 18 in Khulna, whilo in Sitkhira a8 much as Re, 30 is
ocensionally pnid for garden and Rs, 62 for pan land. In a
sottloment of a small traot which was made in I1901-02 {he rate
of ront varied from Rs. 2-13 Lo Rs, 6 por cultivated aae, the
average rato heing Re, 4-6-6, and tho average holding of each
tonant 12:28 acres,
The following table shows {he collections of land revenuo and
of total revenue, under the prineipal heads, in thousands of
rupees t—

1882.83, l 18%0-91. ! 100102, ' 190304,

L4

Taud revenue e am
Total revenue " 6,23

.41
11,18

6,9
13,21

6,96
14,23

Outsido the municipalities of Kiturxa, Satsunia and Drnuarta,
the local sffnits are managed by the District board with
subordinate local boards in ench sub-division. In 1903-04 the
incomo of the District board was Rs. 1,95,000, of which
Rs. 1,03,000 was derived from rates, and the expenditure was
Re. 1,660,000, including Rs, 98,000 spent on ovil works and
Ra, 85,000 on edueation.

The Distriot contains 13 police stations and 9 out-poste, and
in 1903 the force subordinate to tho Distriet Superintendent of
Dolice ¢msisted of 3 in-peators, 35 sub-in<pectors, 36 head-cousta-
bles and %94 constables, including 41 water constables and 67 town
police, In addition there was a rural polico of 239 dafudirs
and 2,156 chaukidars. The District juil at Khului has accommo-
dation for 40 prisoners, and subsidiary juils at Sitkhira and
Biigherhat for 47,

Education.  In roepect of education Khulna is lews advanced then would

be expected from its proximity to Caloutta, and in 1901 only
6'9 per cent, of the population (12'4 males and '8 females) could
road and write. The total number of pupils under insfraction fell
from 38,000 in 1892.93 to 34,000 in 1900-01; in 1903-04,
34,000 boys and 8,000 girls wore ut school heing, respectively,

* 847 and 34 por cont. of tho children of school-going age.

The number of educational institutions, public and privaie, in that
vear was 1,009, includiug an Aits college, 91 segard  * echools,
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909 primary schools and 8 other special schools, Tho expéndilure
on education was 1S lokhs, of which Rs. 2,1000 was meot from
Provinoial funds, Rs. 34,000 from District funds, Rs. 1,000 from
munioipal funds and Ra. 96,000 from fees.

In 1903 the Distriot contained 11 dispensaries, of whioh 3 Modical.
had accommodation for 41 in-door patients. At these the cases
of 79,000 out-patients and 500 in-patients were treated during
the year, and 2,000 operations were performed. The expenditure
was Rs. 13,000, of which Rs. 1,100 was mot by Government
contributions, Rs. 7,000 from local and Rs. 2,000 irom munieipal
funds and Rs 4,000 from subsoriptions.

Vaccination is compulsory only in municipal areas. During Vaccina-
1903-04 tho number of persons successfully vaccinated was 32,000 tion.
or 26:28 per thousand of the population.

[Sir W. W. Hunter, Statisitcal Account of Bengel, vols. iand ii,
1875; Sir J. Westland, Report on Jessore, Oaloutia, 1874; F. I,
Pargiter, Revenue History of the Sundarbans from 1765 to 1570,
Caleutta, 1885.]

Khuina Sub-division.—Hend-quarters sub-division of the
Khulna District, Bengal, lying between 21° 41/ and 23° I’ N. and
89° 14’ and 89° 45' 1. with an ares of (49 squaro miles. Tho
sub-division is en alluvial tract, merging to the south in the
Sundarbans; the general features of this tract are the samo as
those of the lower delta through which the rivers of Bengal
find their way to the ses. Its population was 401,786 in
1901, compared with 341,493 in 1891, the density being 619
persons to the square mile. It contains one town KiuLxa, ils
head-quarters (pofpulo.tiun 10,426) and 929 villages. Khulna
town is the chief centre of trade, but Aratrur, DauraTrur
Doumria, Prurrana, and Kapiaust are also important marts, ’

Bagherhat Sub-division,—Eastern sub-division of {the Khfilna
District, Bengal, lying between 21° 44’ and’ 22° 59° N. and
89° 39’ and 89° 5%’ 1. with an area of 679 square miles. The
north of the sub-division is low-lying and contains numerous
swamps, but the country is more open and there iz less jungle
than in {he Satkhira sub-division, To the south the ooungry
merges in the Sundarbans, where the land is being steadil
reclaimed. Its population was 363,041 in 1901, compared wi
340,569 in 1891, the density being 635 persons to the square
mile. The sub-division contains 1,045 villages but-po towns
Tts head-quarters are at BacHErHA™, o plage ountaining several
antiguities of interest. The chief trade cenires me MorreroaNs
B hire, Sub-di Western sub

Satkhira Sub-division.— Western sub-division of ¢
District, Bengal, lying between 2:° 38’ and 22° 5#6 ]'Eh 1:.,1::3
88° 54’ and 89° 23' B, with on area of 749 square miles. The
northern 1art of the sub-division resembles in ils general
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physioal charaoteristies the adjoining thanas of Jessore; the
drainnago is bad aud thers aro numerous swimps. The southern
portion inaludes d largo area in the Sundarbans, where there is
much forlile land ewniting reclnmation, Its population was
488,217 in 1901, compared with 495,600 in 1881, there being 652 .

orsons to tho squaro mile. It contains 2 towus, BaTimna, its
Ecnd-quartom (population 8,356), sud Denuara (6,454), and 1,467
villages, IswariPur was the old capital of Raja Pratapaditya.
Dobhata and K aL1caxs are trading centres,

Alajpur.—Village in Khulna Distriet, Bengal, situnfed in
22° 49" N. and 89° 39" E. at the junction of the Athirabanki:
and Bhairab rivers. Population (1901) 1,190. It hus gome
local trade and pottery is largely manufaotured.

Bagherhat Village.—Iload-quarters of the sub.division of the'
same name in the Khulnd District, Bengul, situated in 22° 40’ N,
and 89° 47° E, on tho Blinirab. Population (1901) 1,124, In
the neighbourhood are the rains of sovoral buildings left by
Khiinja Ali, tho pioneer settlor in the Sundarbans (sez Kitursa
Distriot), including a brick-built road from the bank of the
Bhairab, n Inrgo hall knuwn as the Shat Gumbaz and the
mausoloum of Khanja Ali. Thero is alarge bi-weekly market,
and on annual fair lnsting for & month isheld on the ocoasion of
tho Sripanchami. The village contuins the usunl public offices, o
sub-jail with accommodation for 83 prisoners, sud & Government
aided school,

Danlatpur.—Village in the hoad-quarters suledivision of
Khulna Distriot, Hengal, situated in 22° 53° N. and 8Y° 32’ E.
on the Bhairab river. Iopulation (1901) 808. Daulatpur has a
largo trade in betel-nuts.” It is a station on tho Enstern Bengal
Stato Railway and contains au Arts college and high English
sohool and the fahail kacheri of tho Seidpur Trust estate.

Debhata,.~Town in the Satkbira sub-division, Khulna
District, Bengal, situated on the Jamund in 22734’ N.and
84° 58’ E. Population (1901) 5,454 There is a local trade
in sundri wood (Hevitiera littoraliz), nnd lime is wmanufactired
from sholls. Dobhita was constituted a munieipality in 1876.
The average income and oxpenditure during the decade ending
in 1901.02 wero Rs. 2,000 ench. In 1903.04 the income was
Rs. 2,000, mainly from o {ox on porsons (or property fax), and
tho expenditure was‘Rs, 1,800, .

Damrig.—Village ia the head-quarters sub-division of
Khulni District, Bongal, situated in 22° 48’ N. nud 89° 26" L.
onthe Bhadrs rivor. Population (1901) 3,847, It possesses an
exiensive trado in rice, and boats are largely manutactured,

Iswaripur.~Villago in the Satkhira sub-division, Khulna
Distriot, Bongal, situated in 22° 19’ N, and 89° 7° E, on the
Jumund river. Population (1901) 362. It was formerly koown
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gs Yasohara and was in the 17th century the capital of Raja
Pratapaditys, the populsr hero of the Sundarbans. [8e the
artiole on the Jessore District, also Report on Jessore by Sir
J. Westland, Caloutta, 1874, p. 23.] L

Kachna.—Village in the Bagherhat sub-division of Kbulnd
District, Bengsl, situated in 22° 89’ N. and 89° 5¥ E.
at the junction of the Bhairab and Madhumati rivers. Topulation
(1901) 247, Kachui is one of three market places established by
Mr. Henckell in the Sundarbans in 1782-83; the other two
Chandkhili and Henckellgonj are now of mno importance, bui
Kachus has still a large bazar. The principal export is rice; large
quantities of kachu, & kind of yam, ore also grown from which the
village possibly derives its name.

Kaliganj.—Village in the Satkhira sub.division, Xhulna
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 27" N. and 88° 2’ I on the
Kanksiali river. Population (1901) 47. Kaliganj lies on the boat-
route between Caloutta and the eastern' Districts, and has o"large
bazar and considerable local trade. It is also noted for ils manu-
facture of earthen-ware, pottery, horn and cutlery.

Kapilmuni.—Village in the head-%uartors sub-division of
Khulnd District, Bengal, situated in.22° 42’ N. and 89° 19’ E.
on the Kabadak. Population (1901) 362. Kapilmuni is connected
by steamer service with the Jhingergéicha station of the Iastern
Bengal State Railway, and possesses & bi-weekly market., A
large annual fair is held in March in honour of the goddess
Kapileswari and is attended by 6,000 or 7,000 persons.

ulng Town.—Head-quarters of Khulna District, Bongal,
sitnated in 22° 49’ N. and 89° 34’ E. at the point where the
Bhairab river meets the Sundarbans. Population (1901) 10,426.
Khulna may be described as the capital of the Sundarbans, and
hes been for more than 100 years & place of commercial import-
ance. It was the head-quarters of the salt department during the
period of the Company’s salt manufacture; It is the terminus
of the central section of the Enstern' Bengal:State Railway, and all
the great river routes converge on the'town; it being connected by
steamer with Naravancans, BArisaL, Mavarirur, Muhammad-
pur and Binodpur. Rice, sugar, betel-nuts and coco-riuts, the
produce of its vicinity, are collected here for export to Caleutts, and-
the frade in salf is also large. Khulnd was constituted a muni-
cipality in 1884. The average income for the decadé ending in
1901-02 was Rs. 22,000 and the expenditure Rs. 20,000. In
1903-04 the income was Rs. 19,000, including Rs. 4,600 derived
from & fax on persons (or property.tax), Rs. 3,500 from a
tax on houses and lands, and_Rs:- 4,600 from » conservancy rate
while the expenditure was Rs. 17,000. The municipality has
recently engnged.on a scheme for imiproving the drainage. The
town contains the usual civil, eriminal and revenue courts, District
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jnil, circuil house, hotpilal and rehools.  The jail has nrcommoda-
tion for 49 priconers; {he principal mdusiries are oil-pressing,
whoal-grinding, paddy-lusking, mal-muking, aloe-pounding nud
rope-making. The Woodburn' Ilospital was compleled during
1901 at o cosl of 1is. 18,000,

Morrelganj.—Villago in ihe Bagherhit sub-division, Khulna
Distriol, Bengal, situated in 22° 27 N, and 89° 52’ K. on the
Panguchi, 2} miles ahove its confluencs with the Baleswar or
ITaringhata, of whick it is a feeder. Population (1401) 972
Morrelzanj was formorly the properly of Me-srn. Morrel and
Lightfoot, who econverted this part of the country from impene-
trable junglo into a prosperous rico-growing frack dotfed with
thriving villages, The river, whioh hero is {idal, is about n
quarler of a mile brond, with deep water from bank to bank,
affording good holding ground for ships, with a well shelterad
. anchorago. It was declared a port by the Government of Bengal

in November 1869, and buoys wero lnid down in the following
mouth, hut the effort to mnke it an entrepdt for sea-going tmde
was not atlended with success. Its position on a fine navigable
river, commanding & rich rico country, slill, however, renders it a

real conlre of loenl {rade. Ii is an impnrriant steamer stalion
of the Cichiir-Sundarbang service.

Phultala.—Village in the head-quarters sub-division of
Khulng Distriot, Bengal, situnted in 22° 58" N. and 89° 29’ I
on the Bhairabriver. opulation (1901) 8,911, It hasa hrisk
sugar manufacturo and a large {rade in rico, hetel-leaves, ele
Pliultaly is a station on the %nstem Bengal State Railway, and
is alsn connorted with Xhulni by a good road.

Sitkhira Town,—Ilend-quariers of the sub-division of {he
samo namo, Khulna District, Bongal, situated in 2243 N and
897 5° 15 on a khal conmected with the Ichimnti river. Popu-
lction (1901) 8,356, Satkhira waa ronstituted a municipalily in
18G9. The averagoe income for the decade ending in 1901-02
wns s 4,600 and the expenditura Rs. 4,500. In 1903-0f the
income was Rs. 7,500, muinly from a tax on persons (or property
tax), and {he expenditure was Rs, 6,500, The town confuins the
usual public officos, a sub-jail with accommodation for 12
prisoners, as well as many Hiudu fomples.

Cross-references (for Imperial Gaseftecr only).

Ajimganj~Town in Murshidabad Distriet, Bengal. See

Aztveans, .
Bahrampur.—Stub-division and town of Murshidabad District,

Eengal. &r¢ BERIHAMPORE. .
aj-Baj—Town in the 24-Parganas Distriot, Beugal. See

Bubae-Buvor.
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Ballygnnge.—Suburbs of Caleutta.  See Garcutra.

Barhampur.— Sub-division and town of Murshidibid District,
Bengal. Sce BeRuamrokr.

Barnagore.—Town in the 24-Parganas District, Bengal,  Sre
Banaxacan,

Bongong.—Sub-division and village in  Jessore District,
Bengal.  See Baxesox.

Chitpur.—Suburbs of Caleutta, See Cosavorr-Umieur.
Comercolly.—Town in Nadia Distriel, Bengal.  See Kusman.
KHALL ‘

Dam-Dama.—Canfonment and town in the 24-Parganns
District, Bengal,  S-¢ Dum-Duwm,

Dhurrumtolla —Street and Eurnsinn  quarter in Caleatta,
Bengal. Nre Carcurra,

Fort William.—TFor! in Caleutta, Benpal., &ee Catcvira,
F Falta.—Village in the 24-Parganas Disirief, Bengal, Ses

CALTA.

Jainagar.~—Town in the 24-Parganas Dislrict, Bengal, Ser
JAYNAG R,

Jhanida,—Sub-divisien end village in Jessoroe Distrid,
Bengal.  8ce Jurxia.

Kasba.—Old name of Jessore town, Bengal,

Kasimbazar.~Decayed town in Murshidibad District, Bengal,
Se¢ CossiMRaZAR,

Kasipur-Chitpnr.—Town in {he 24-Parganas Disfrict, Bengal,
See Cosstronw-UitiTrun,

Kidderpore.—~A quarter of Caleutta conlnining the docks, See
Carcutta, ,

Kooshten.—Sub-division and fown in Nadiz Disiriel, Bengul.
Scciit{;lml:.rr o

albagh Town.—Oflicial name for the fown of Mursuina
Murshidibad District, Bengnl. Mead-quarters of (ho Lﬁll?ﬁ}?{
sub-division,

Maheshpur.—Town in Jessoro Districl, Bongal. S:r Maurs-
PUR,

Maksfidabad.—Old name of Murshidaba i
Dibirt&'ifﬁncu rnll.l See Monguipanan, 4 tom, Murshidibad

atla.— Village in the 24-Pnrg islri A
Cn5ﬁ‘?(;, Poxr. 8 e Dls(.n % Bml.:nl. See

ihrpur.—Sub-division an i it Distric
Sft’rl:rhil:?ﬂgvn- n and {own in Nudis Districf, Bcn.gul.

urshid@bad Sub-division.—Sub-division i idalx
District, Bengal, See Listnacu. on i Bumhiddliad
D“'!Iga.dm. Town.~'T'own in Nudid Distriel, Bengal. St Napa-

Nadiyd.—Dislric 3 ” A
N,uwm'?r. sfrict and {owgt in DBongal, See Nama and

1]
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North Barrackpore—Town in the 24-Porgenas District,
Bongal. See Banrackrone,

North Dum-Dum.—Town in the 24-Parganas District, Bengal.
See Dom-Dum, ©

Nuddea.—District and fown in Bengal. See Namia and
NaBADWIP,

Nyohattee.—Town in tho 24-Pargonas District, Bengal. See
Nammatr.

Parganns, The Twenty-four.—~Districc in Dengal. Ses
24-PARGANAS.

Port Canmning.—Village in the 24-Parganas District, Bengal,
See OQanxive, Port.

Sandarbans,—Governmont catate in the 24-Parganas, Khulna
Districts, Bengal, and Backergunge District, Eastern Bengal and
Assam.  Sce SUNDARBANS,

Senldah.—A quarter of Caleutls, Bengal. 8o Carcurra.

Shim Bazar.—A. quarter of Caloutta, Bengal.  See Cavcurra,

Sonth Barrackpore,~Town in the 24-Parganas Distriet,
Bongal. See BAnrrackroRrr. i

South Dum-Dnm.~Town in the 24-Parganns District, Bengal.
See Dum-Dux.

Sonth Suburbs.~Town in the 24-Parganas District, Bongal.
See Oarcurra, Soutn Susurss.

Suburbs of Caleutta —~8re CatcuTTA, Supurns or.

Ula.—~Town in Nadia Dislrict, Bengal. See Birnacar,

B. 8. Dress—{0040 and 48950=160—~1.3 1907 ~E. J. 1.






