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NAGPUR DIVISION.

Nagpur Division.—The southern Division of the Cen-
tral Provinces, extending from 18°42't022°24' N, and 78° 8’
to 81° 3’ E. The Division consists of a large plain lying
along the southern bate of the Sdtpurd hill ranges und com-
prised in the valleys of the Wardhd and Waingangé rivers,
with a long strip of hilly country on the eastern border. The
Nagpur Division includes five Districts ns shown below :—

|
- | I Land revenue
- Arent | Populstion: | and cosses,
District, m | in 1903 Ot,
squarc mles | 100L iu thousands
| of rupees.
1 _J S B
1
Wardhs 2428 985,103 7,08
Nigpur , 3,840 751,844 10,04
Chbsudn 10,166 581,816 315
Bhandara 3,065 6o3062 | . 5.4
Balighdt 3,192 325,871 .
\ 2aBal | 2,706,095 23,86

Of these Wardhd and Nigpur-in the wa]ley.g.f"'tlfé .

Wardhd on the wes't, with shallow black soil and a light rain-
fall, constituté the most important cotfon-growing tract in-dhe -
Province, while Bhandira and parlé of Chénda and Belighéit
in the valley of the Waingangd have been named the lake
country of Nigpur, owing to the number of fine tanks con-
structed for the'irrigation of rice. o tho north of Balighdt
and down the easiern side of Chdnda stretch lines of hills
approaching ‘the Goddvari viver in the extreme south of tlie
Province. The headquarters of the Commissioner are ab
Naervr Crry. The population of the Division was 2,768,116
in 1881, and inereased to 2,082,589 jn 1891 or by 8 per cent.,
the decadle having been generally prosperous, At the lust
census the population bud decreased to 2,728,063 or hy 8%
per cent., the principal losses being iu the easlern or rice

* *The District Sgrares of arcnand population have been adjusted to allow
for some changes of tarritory which have taken place since the census of
- 180L, including tho projectod transfor of part of Chdnds Districk, with.

an axch of 5B equart imiles, to Madras Presidency. t e

Naarur
DIvisioNn:



2 WARDHA DISTRICT,

Nioren  Districts which were severely affected by distress or famine iy

DivisroN. | vernl years, while the population of the western orcotton
Districts, which escuped mue lightly, remained abnost
stationary. In 1901 Hindus nwmbered nearly ¥ per cent,
of the population, and Animists 18 per cent,, while the
followers of uther religions included Musalmdns (8G,031),
Jning (6,624) and Chrictians (7,118}, of whom 3,030 were
Europeans and Bwrodiaus,  The totalmen i< 23,521 square miles
and the density of population 115 persons per rquare mile.  The
Division conlains 24 {owns out of the Provincial {otal of 59,
and 7,898 villages. Naarur {(127,731), the headguarters of
the Central Provinces Administyation, i the principal commer-
cial centre, and Kaaerre: (39,865) is o canfoument 10 miles
from Naarur. Cnaxps, Braxpax and Ramirs eontain inter-
esting aveheeologienl remaine,

l‘)‘;:::x%: Wardha District.—A District in the Nigpur Division
Doundaries, of the Ceniral Provmct\s, Iving botween 207 187 and 21° 2%
ﬁﬁ’&“{:’.‘,‘{ :’,:3“ N. and 78° 3’ and 70° 14' E,, and eccupying the west of the
river systers Nigpur plain, ut the fout of the Sa1runa hills adjoining Berir,

It is bounded on the worth by the Amrpoti Distriet. on the
wieab by {he Amiaotd and Yeobmal Oistridts of Beiir; on
the south by Chdnda; and on the eost by Nigpur. Tt
eonsists of n long elrip of land o tmding from north-west to
ronth-cast ; .nlonﬂ' the right bank of the river “’.mmm, from
which the Distriet {nkes its nnme, very nmirbw ab its northern
estremity and gradoally inereasing in widih townrds the
south, Is area is 2,025 square miles. An outlying
spur of the Sitpurd range runs down through the north of the
Distriet, and most of the Arvi tahsil with the exception of a
sirip along the bank of the Wardh# i hilly. comaixy The
contral cand sowthern porlion is an  undulatig  plain,
intorsected by stre'\ms, and b):e]xen heve and dlme b\'
isclated lulls, ‘rising abroptly; ol its suiface,. Jipo dpd
éounhx g5 in parts \xell \vomiud ‘It over conqilomi:lc nreas
ig ecnntﬂv furnished v{vaths uny “trees. but the thorny
:-alul (deacia Mnfmr) ;. 13 as the delsthed hills qw.
rcncmllg,'. 'b'ua - “slony, the landscape presents & “gomé:
what &asohz.*-a qnd bleak appearance. The villages, generally
sitvatad: son. shghtly elevated ground to cnable water o,
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4 WARDHA DISTRICT.

There is little forest game. DBlackbuck are fairly
numerous in the open couniry.- Among game birds the
bustard may be mentioned, which ie fonnd in the south of the
District. Pig abound all over the phin and the District
is the regular country of the Nigpur Hunt Club.

The snnunl rainfall i 41 inches. The climate is hot and
dry but healthy. Ophthalmia i prevalent in the summer
months.  Leprosy was formerly a comparatively common
disence, but the most recent figares show a large decrvase.

Very little is definitely known of the history of the District
previour 1o the seventeenth century, but it seems to have
been included in the Mughal empire. Paundr war the head-
quarters of n 8%%ak, subordinnte ta the governor of Elichpur,
and in this terrifory was compriced the greater part of the
south of the District. Ashti, with the north of the District,
was leld by another Muhammadm family which received
sanade frorn Tahingir and Aurangzeb. The Mulammadans
penetrated into the ronthern portion of the Central Provinees u«
far as Wardhd and Chinda, though Nigpur and the Distriets
cast of it remniued pnctlc'\llv an unknown _country during
the porwd ol ﬂwu' asrendancy. On the falt of the Mughnl
empire the greater part of the Distriet passed under
the conirol of the Gond Rijis of Teomarh in  Chhind- .
wira, and its enhsequent histors is that of Nigpur, which
ghortly afterwards beeame “tlu*nr eapital.  But Ashti with
the tracts adjoining it secems fo have heen incorporated
in the territories of the Nizim of Hyderibid, who, after the
Rhonsla conquest, continned in |tm'1'f possession with the
Marithis, 20 per cent. of the revenne . of the tract doing to
Tiyderibad and 60 per cent. to the Niepur Riji, W, mdh.n
with the rest of the Nagpur lunwdom heeame Tfntlsh territory
in 1858, and was formed into a separate District in 1862,

- The archmologienl remuing ary of very slight interest, but
S number of tombs and {v mplcu A ob_;eds of pilgrimnge. The .
most important of these ¥ Ahe tomb of Mnhamumhn #hint
Khwija Shaikh Parid at Girar on the enctorn” border of the
Hinganghit tahsfl, The hill which forms {he site of lus
tomb is covered with [fossils '0( the shupe of uutmeg
and ﬂxew are  supposed to’ lm'e been the stock- _m-trade
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6 W"ARDIIA DISTRICT.

in which these ave the seole staples has been gencrally

prosperons,  Ahout 86 per eent of the population are Hindus,

10 per cent.  Animistsy, and nealy 4 per cent.  Mubamma-
dans.  About 75 per cent. of the Gonds in the Disiriet ate
returned as Animists, The statistics of langunge show {hat
79 per cenf. of the population speak Mardthi; of the
remainder 13,6 12 persons, probably all Muhammadans, «poak
Urdd, 25,710, principally Brihmans and Rajputs who have,
come from northern Indin, Hindi, 39,385 Gondi, and 2,128
Tdugu.

The prineipal landholding castes are Maritha Bréhmans
anmd Kunbie, Brahmans (10,000) conglitute 3 and Kunbis
{76,000) 20 per cent. of the population The lalding
Brahman families generally hold {he ti0le of Deshpindia, and
the Kunhbis that of Deshmukh. The Deslunukh was an offiecr,
who under the Gonde was responsible for the settlement of
revenue and its colleetion from {he leadmen of a vircle of
villages, and the Deshpindia or head patwiri kept the revenue
accounts of the same eirele. The principal cultivating
eastes are Kunbfs, Telis (39,000) and Milis (17,000),
Telis being: considered the most efficient and  successful.
Gouds numher 40,000 or about 10 per cent. of the population.
They live in the open counlry and are genernlly fairly
eviliced.  There are very few Gond landowners, hut numbers
of them are tenantr and farmeseivents ; and’ they are-alse
employed as factory hands, constables,” and forest ,\:un'ffds.
The Kolams arve a small (tribe akin {0 Gonds, found in the
Aivi tahsit and speaking o dinleet of Gondi with an odmix-
ture of Telugu. Abnout 75 per eent. of the population of the
Distriet are returned as dependent on agricalthre, N

Christians number 146, of whom 02 are Preshyterians
and 39" Roman Catholice.  This figure includes' 100 native
Christians.  The Unifed TFree Chureh of Seotimd hne o

‘ ‘mission slation in the town of Wardhi. | _ o

Nearly the wholesaren of the District consista’ of n th..
covering of Linck or dark brown soil over a sheet. of frap
rock. ‘The earth vavies in depth from fen feet to a ferw inchos,
the average thickness being about two feet. The best hlaek
roil s found principally in the level gvound n'lon'g {he W,



WARDHA DISTRICT. 7

bank ‘of the Wardht river. In the hilly country of the g::::‘ot
north shallow brown soil is found mixed with sand.

* More than 120 square miles are held wholly or partially ?xl:flf.:fe';‘:els
frec of revenue, and 2,984 acres have been sold outright nnder and crops.
the Waste Land Rules. The principal statistics of cnitivation

in 1908-04 are shown below, with aieas in gquare miles :—

. . Culturable 4,
Tahsil. Total. | Cultivated.| Irrigated. ™ o0 Forests.
1
t

.vmlha el 80D | 629 1 87 1
Arv) .t 890 472 | 2 89 189
ngam,hét i 729 ¢ b1 1 141 17
. ll za8 16 3 817 201

. .

The occupied area is extreme]y largee, amounting to 81 per
cent. of the whole District, excluding Government forest.
The largest proportion of unoccupied land isin the Arvi tahsil,
where 38 per cemt. of sthe proprictary area is waste. Over
mosb of the District the limit of enltivation has been reached.
1~ and Jomir (Sorgﬁum rulgard) are now the staple exops,
¢ “ng.578 and 454 square miles respeetively. About 160
squire miles are” devoted to wheat and 128 to linseed, The
crofs for the spring harvest are grown principally _in the
Hinganghit talxsﬁ and the southern part of Wardhé and only
to n small extent in Arvi’ A most noticeable feature of the
rccent: statisties j« the stibstitation of the autumn for the sphng
clops, the arca under cotion and jowdr grown separs 'tte]y and
with’ an admixture of the pulse arkar having increased from
52 {6 66 per cent. of the {ota] in the Inst few years. This is
part]y tobe attributed 1o the 'succession of poor whent harvests,
7iand fore partxcnl-mrly to the high price of eotton and the large
L: -\ﬁts which are obtained from its cultivation. The area
Tnb,_>seed (128 square miles) is larger in Wardhé than
in 1any District of the Provinees except Nigpur, Raipur and
Bxluspur.. As-this erop is more often adversely affeoted by
damp Abai” droun-hi the coil and climate of Wardhi arc
favourable to its growth. Jowdr has now replaced wheat as
the .stap]e fuod of iull except the richest clagses, Rice is sown
m a vory small arvea, chicfly in the Girar pargane
of the IImgangh.tt tuhsil, There is sc-lrccly nuy sugareane,




8 WARDHA DISTRICT.

WanpoA  Garden crops cover nboub 2,500 acres, snd drrigation is

[0 2133 241 . ' PR .
praclically confined to these. Turmeric {4aldd) is cultivated
in the Hingonghit tahsil especially af Waigaon, ecalled
Haldid Waigaon on this account, where a large irvigation
tank has been constracted, The Districd bus u number
of orange and bavnna plintations ; the bananas of Arvi
have some reputation ; betel-vine gardens exist in Ashti and

Julgaon.
Improvementa At the present time the ncrcage of thc valunble colton
in agracnitural
practice. erop increases .mnu.\ll) while more care is c¢xpended on ifs

vultivation thau {formerly, and manure is applied o it when-
ever ohtainable. The three-conltered eowing drill and weeding
hoe-plough of the Decean ave generally used in Wiwdlid, and
some improvement ha< heen wmade in their constraction.
Fodder-culting machines have recently been intioduced by the
Agricultural departient which me considered loenlly to double
the value of juwdr fodder,, mnd =evaal landowners bave
purchased them. The Hinds agricultural gazette published by
the department has a cousiderable civeulation in Wadhi,
and some landowners have send their sons to the agricultural
tramung schoel at Nigpur. A totad surm o Rs, 3L,00U was
advanced under the Land lmprovement Louns et in the
deeade ending 1904, from which a Jarge number of new wells
have been constrneted and a few ficld-cmbavkments made.
Nearly 3 Inkbhs were given out™in agricullural loans during
the samo period, nbout half of this sum having been advaneed
in the famine of 1900.
Cattle, porrs Cattle nre bred all over the Disfriel and principally in the
ondsherp.  Arvi tohsil.  Special bulls are koph for Lreeding by all
congiderable cottle owners, They trot well, and ure trenm'nlly
white, and of moderale size, being Jorger than  ihese
oL the hill Districts, hul smaller than the Berir breeds.
¥{$attle are also imporfed [rom Maheer in  Hyderibad
~nnd from Berdr, Iyderibid bullecks boing the most
texpensive.  Good mileh  cows me bred in Arvi and
somelimes give as muvh as 11 {0 16 pomds of milk, bul {he
prople muke no use of tow's milk, as thoy. realise that
the calves are weakened if deprived of it. Buffaloes aro
aleo bred for maunfacturing g4 They are not used for
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dranght purposes except on “the Wardh:i river, where they are ‘I‘)Tl:gggr
employed to carry water. The young males are sold in the
rice , Districts, or sometimes killed ab birth by professmnal
cattle-breeders. Goats and sheep are kept by Dhangars,
who slaughter the goats for food, and malke rough blankets
from the wool of the sheep. A few cultivators bave also
begun to keep them for their manure. .
There are about 700 permanentand $00 temporary wells —Irrigation,
irrigating 2,400 acres. The ordinary level of the subsoil wator
is 40 feet below the surface, and wells are very costly, as
blasting is usually necessary. Little or no scope exists for
remunerative irrigation works,
. The forests of the District cover an area of 201 squaTe Forests,
miles, and are situated principally in the Arvi tehsil witha
small block in the south-east of Hinganghdt. There is some
teak forest in Arvi, Bamboos are very rare. Though the
forests are small and not valuable, the Jarge local demand for
produce causes a substantial revenue to be derived from them.
This amounted in 1903-04 to Rs. 89,000, of which Rs. 12,000
were realiged from eales of timber, Rs. 9,000 from fuel, and
Rs. 16,000 from grazing.
Wardhd contains no minerals. The black basalt supplics Miperats,
.% stone which is used for building, but it is extremely. bard
nnd difficult to ‘dress, ,and hence is seldom employed - for
ormamental buildings. - - Quarries are worked at Saongls
Borgaon, Nﬁchangaon and Tﬂ]ﬁpur o3
Cotton-weaving afd dyeing are practically the dnly hand patwand
industries, :md", these are rapidly being destroyed by the
competition of 'thé mills, Nearly all large villages still,
however, contain & number of Koshifs, who produce rough
.comitry cloth, obtaining their yarn from the mills ; while in &
fow- places the dyeing of women's clothes and cotton carpets
~with imported dysing agents affords a precarious sustenance
to, members of the usual dyeing eastes. Coarce tape for
.-bcdstcadn is woven from home-spun thread by Gérpagfris,
who ,hove been compelled by lack of custom to abandoné
theu' ancestral calling of the protection of the cwps
from hail ; and hemp matting and bags are made Dby
the ,casﬁe of Bhémtas who prow the hemp thomselves, as f0
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*other IIindu easte will consent to do so. The Bhimtias were

formerly notorious thicves, and it was said that no girl of the
caste accepted a suitor until be had been uirested not less than
fourteon times, when she considered that he had attained to
manhood ; but they bave now scttled down to this more
legitimate avocation. Pardi is o centre of hemp cultivation.
With the expansion of the cotfon trade, ginning and
pressing factories have recently been comstructed in large
numbers, and new ones are opened every year. Hinganghdt
has a gpinning and weaving mill, and a second spinning mill,
while another spinning mill has been opened at Pulgaon.
These mills contain altogether 325 looms and 68,040 spindles,
and represent about 246 lakhs of eapital. Their out-
turn for 1904 was 61,128 owt. of yarn and 10,272
ewt, of cloth, most of which is disposed of in Berfr and
the Central Provinees. The District also contains 89 ginning
factories with 1,065 gins and 10 cotton presses, distributed
in the towns and lnrger villages. The collective capital
invested in these faclories is 26°23 lnkhs, and their annual

. profits were estimated at 8'4 lakhs in 1904, The bulk

of them arc owned by Mirwari Banifs, and a few by Marithd
Brélmans and others. The ginning and pressing factories
only work for four or fivemonths in the year. Twenty-six
of thieso factories have been opened within the last five years.

. Cotton, wheat, and linseed axe the staple exports of the
District. Cotton-seed has lately been exported ‘to Europe.
In good yeors a httl«. jowdr is sent to Bliandéra, and arkar
to Caleuita for consumptlon in Bengal. Ilides 'are sent both
to Bombay and: Ctﬂcutt'x, and skins to Madras, wherc they’
aro cured be[om being shipped to Enrope. Yirn 47 cotton
cloth are supplied by ‘the mills of IImganﬂ'hzit and: Pulgaon
to other Districts of tho Provinco and to Cawnpore: “There
is litllo’ or no surplus of forest produce; &mall tedk fimber
from the Arvi forests is séut to Berdr, but it is also lmported
info the District from Betil. Small quantities “of plantaing
are exporled from' Arvi.  Colton plece-goods are obtained
from Europe through Bombay and Caleutta, and' ﬁ't}m the
Négpur and Cownpore mills.  Silk cloths are impotled from
Unirer and Hyderdbsd. The salt used is sca salt from ‘the
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Théna District. Sugar comés from’ the Mauritius, and algo
from Mirzdpur, but the latter is the ‘more expensive, and
is consumed by the richer classes. Gur or unrefined country
sugar is brought from Bangalore, and also from Poona District
and XKolhgpur State. Potatoes are obtained fromd the
United Provinces, and, Chhindwira.  Brass vossels are
imported from Bhandara., and from Poons and- Nigik, and
glass bangles from Bombay. Berdr wheat is consumed in
Axvi tahsil, and rice is brought from Bhandfra and Chhat-
tisgarh into the District generally. About 25 per cent. of
the export grain fradeis in the hands of o Europesn firm,
and the' remainder is managed by Mérwiri Banifs and
Muhemmadan Cutehis. The Cutchis export grain and import
salt, sugar, and groceries for retail sale. The ght tradeis in
the hands of Mé4rwéri Banids and that in yarn and cloth
is divided between them and Madrasi Banids or Komatis.
Hides and bones ore exported by Madrasi Mahammadans.
The Great Indisn Peninsuls Rajlway line from Bhweiwal
to Négpur runs through the centre of the District, having a
length’of 40 miles and six stations within its limits. There is
also a branch line from Wardhd junction to Warord, witha
length of 80 miles in the District, and the stations of Soneggon
and Hinganghtt., The chief feeder roads are those leading
from Arvi and Deoli to Pulgaon, from Deoli, Khirangni and
Saild to Wardhé, from Hingn{ to Sindf, and from Pohni and
Samudrapur to nganghat. -The District’ has 48 miles; of
:metalletl and 186°of nnmetalled roads, and the annusl expendl-

ture on Fpintenance is Re. 25, 000. The Public Works de--

partment “maintain 128 miles of road and the District council
80 miles. Avenues exist on 39 miles.

» In 1882-83 heavy rain in the cold wenther months made
the autumn erops rot on the threshing floors, and blighted

WarpHa
Disraion

Railwaye end

Roads,

“Famiue,

the spring harvest, causing sovere distress and heavy

mortality. In 1868-89 Wardh4 was not acutely distressed,
- and as the construction of the railway was in progress, ‘the
demand for labour was ample.  Again, in 1896-97, the District
obiained half a normal harvest, and such distress as occurred
was due {o tho high price of grain. In 1899-1900, owing to

the complele failure of the rains, the-crop obtained was onlyra
% 4 . S
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WanDIA qunrter of noimal, and this followed n poor harvést in the
Brernior. previous year. Distress was acate and reliel measures

continued for fourteen months, 103,000 persons or nearly 26
per cent. of the whole population being in receipt of assistance
in July 1900, The total expenditure was 20 lakhs. Besides
road works, some fanks were constructed and improved, and
many wells were deepened.

Distrlet sub- The Deputy Commissioner has o staff of three

divisions and 4 crictant or Extra-Aesistant Commissioncre, -For adminis-
trative purposes the District is divided into three thsils,
cach of which has n tahefldir and a naib-tabsflddér. The District
is included in the Nagpur, Forest and Public Works divisions
and has no separate Forest Officer or Executive Engineer..

ﬁi;i:ln}!;\sgg- The civil judicial staff coneists of a District and three
Subordinate Judges, two Munsiffs at Wardhd, and one each
at Arvi and Hinganghdt. The Divisional and Sessions
Judge, Néagpur Division, has civil and criminal jurisdiotion
in Wardhd., A common form of offence is .that of theft of
ornaments from the hody of persons asleep.  Much jewellery is
worn, as the people aro well-to-do, and it is & general practice
1o sleep outside.  The civil litigation is heavy, and owing to
the value of lnnd, disputes affecting insignificant areas are not
infrequently carried to the highest courts. f

Land Reveune Up to 1862 Wardhéd was a part of the Ndagpwr District,

administration. ond no separate account of ils revenus administration need he
given. A 30 years seltlement was made hetwoen 1862 and
1866, at which proprietary rights were conferrdd, The revenue
was fixed at 4°16 lakhs, which was practically the same as
that existing before revision, and represented 79 per cent. of
the assets, the proportion taken by the Mardthis having always
been very high. During this scttlement, the Distriet pros-
pered greatly. The increase in cultivation was nearly 18
per cent,, while the prices of agricultwal produee rose hy
150 per ¢ent.  The District was renssessed between 1891 and
18904 for o term varying from 16 io 18 years. -The demand
was raised to 6°64 lnkhs, which foll at 594 per cent.on the
assets, and was nn incrense of 25 per cent, on the previous
assessment.  The average revenue incidence per aere is
R. 0-10-2 (highest R. 1-4.6, lowost R, 0-5-2) while that of
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the rental is R.'0-15-0 (highest R. 1-15-0, Towest R., 0-7-4). Wanom
t . . . Distmior.

The collections of revenno-have ,varied as shown below, in

thousands of rupees :—.

l 18580-81, 1800.01, 1900-01. 1903-01.

Total revenue 8,81 10,67 10,71 11,63

Land revenue l 6,14 6,20 6,72 1,42

Local affairs outside municipal arcas are entrnsted to a Local Dosrds
District council and three local boards, exch having jurisdiction :;;:\litir:.hm.
over one tahsil. The income of the District council for
1903-04 was Rs. 79,000 and the expenditure on edueation was
Rs. 22,000, on civil works Rs. 20,000, and on medieal relief
nearly Rs. 8,000, WWanpua, Anvi, Hiveaxciat, DeoLt and
Purcaox are municipal tosvns.
The forece under the District Superintendent of Police police  and
. consists of 392 officers and men including 3 mounted con- Joile
stables, besides 1,228 village watchmen for 906 inhabited
towns and villages. Wardhd has o Distriet jail with accom-
modation for 81 prisoners, including 8 females. The daily
average number of prisoners in 1904 was 67.
In respéet of literacy the District stands seventh in the Fdueation,
Province, 39 per cent. of the population (70 males, and 2
females) being able to read and write, The percentage of
children under instruetion to those of school-going age is 12. |
Statistics of the number of pupils in schools ,are as follows-~
1880-81, 8,685 ; 1890-91, 5,296 ; 1900-01, 5,878 ; 1903-04,
* 0,704, ivcluding 159 females. -The  cducational institutions
comprise four English middle schools, eipht vernacular
middle schools, and 88 primary schools. 'There are girls’
schnols at Wardhd, Hinganghst and Arvi. The expenditure
on cdneation in 1903-04 was Rs. 36,000, of which Rs. 31,000
- were provided from Provineial and local funds, and Rs. 4,700
Srom feor.
The District has 10 dispensaries, with accommodation for Hospitals and
85 in-paticnts. In 1904, 102,991 cases, of which 448 were dizpensarics.
of indoor patients, were treafed, and 2,372 operations were
performed.  The expendituro was Rs. 14,000, A veterinary
- dispensary l‘ms also been opened af Wardhd,
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Avanpmk ) Vnccinntjon is compulsory in the municipal towns of
Voccinntion. Wardlhd, Iinganghdit, Arvi and Deoli. The number of
persons suceessinlly vaccinated in 1903-04 was 47 per mille of
the Distriet population. A considerable degree of proh:ction
lins now been attained in this respect.
(Rai Bahédur Purshotam Dis, Seftlement Report 1895,
A District Gazetteer is under preparation.)

‘,},’:T;:;LA Wardha Tahsil.—The central and headquarters tahsil
of the Waidhd District, Centtal Provinees, lying hetween 20°
8C’and 21° 8’ N.and 78° 15’ and 78° 56’ E,, with an area of
809 squaie miles The population in 1901 was 152,665, and
in 1891 was 158,215, The density of popmlation per square
mile is 188 persons, which is above the District average. The
tahsil contains three {otvns, YWARDHA, tho Distriet and tahsil
headqunrters, population 9,872, Drorr (5,008) and Poreaoy
(4,710), and 814 inhabited villages. Excluding 4 squnare miles
of Government forest, 86 per cent. of the available area is ocou-
pied for cultivation, The cultivated miea in 1903-0% was,
029 square miles, The lund revenne demand in the samo year
wos Rs. 2,568,000 and that for cesses Rs. 256,000,  The
north-eastern portion of the tahsil forming the Koljhar par-
gane is hilly, and the remainder is an undoiating plain
intersected by small streams and broken by low hills.
Cotton and jowdr nre the privcipal erops,

Anvy Arvi Tahsil.—The northern taheil of the Waruh4s District.
TATER.  Contral Provinces, situated between 20° 46" and 21° 22° N, and
78°3’and 78° 39’ B, with an arca of 890 squate miles. The
population in 1901 was 137,737, and in 1891 was 13(,174.
The tahsfl has two towns, Anvi, the tahsil headquarters,
population 10,676, nnd Asnri (5,237), and 299 inhabited
villages. The density of popalation per square mile is Lbb
petsons.  The tahsil isan important eotlon tract, nnd is known
nlso for ils fine breed of cattle, 'The castern portion ie Lilly,
while to the west a narrow strip of very fortile black soil liet
along the bank of the Wardhi river. Excluding 180 wquare
milen of Governmenl forest, 70 per cont. of the available aren je
occupied for caltivation. The tultivated aven in 1903-04 was
472 square miles. The land revenue demand g thp sawe

year was Rs, 1,98,000 and that for cesses Rs. 19,
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District and Berir unler thd Mughal cmpire, und two
bandeome waunsolenms huilt over tho graves of Afghin
nobles who administered theso lerritories darmg the reign
of Jahingir are still standing. A colton ginning and
pressing factory was crected in 1894, Ashtf possesses an
English middle school, and a town fund is raised for
purposes of savitation.

Dooli—A fown in the Wardhi fahsfl and Distriet,
Contral Provinces, situated in 20° 3¢’ N, and 78°20" L.,
at o distance of 11 miles from \Wardhi and 5 miles {from
Degaon  station. Population (1901) 5008, Deoli was
created 2 municipality in 1887, and thé avetage wmunici-
pal receipts for the decade ending 1901 were Rs. 4,200.
In 1908-04 the reccipts were Rs. 6,000" and were "derived
chiefly from fees on the registration of eattle. Deoli was
formerly an important cotton-mart, Lut.has been supplantedby
towns on the railway, and the population is now less than in
1872, It contains n hand cotton-weaving industry which i
not prosperons, and a large weekly cattlemarkel is held bore.
The town bas a vernacular widdle school and a dispensary.

Hinganghat Town.—The headquarters town of the
Hinganghit wshsil, Wardhd District, Contral Provineer,
silunted in 20° 34’ N, and 78° 51’ LI, on the Wardhi.
Warord branch line of the Great Indinn Peninsula Railway,
21 miles from Wardhd and 402 from Bombay. The.town
is onthe Wunndi river, Population (1901) 12,662. An
outbreak of plague in 1898 has noh.faﬂ'ected its prosperity.
The unme means the ghd! or cro:smg.a)f"ﬂlo Lingan trees
(Balanites aegypiiace).  Old llinganghat was a straggling
ill-arranged town, lisble to be flooded by the river Wunni
during the monsoon. The new town a quarter of o mile distant
from the old one is Inid out in two sets of three broad streots
ot right angles to cach other and furnished with rows of trees
like boulcvards, Hingangbét was created » municipality in
1867, and the average iccoipts and expenditme for the
decade ending 1901 wera Re. 86,000, By 1008-04 the
income had largely expanded, and amounted to Re. 70, 060,
oetroi boing the principal head of receipf. The town is a
leading contre of tho cotton trade, The Hinganghat Mill
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Company was cstablished in 1881 and has & mpxtnl of nnlguonu
8°6 lakhs ond 50,888 “spindles. Another ‘mill, with nem-ly
15,000 spindles and 160 Jooms, bogan work in 1900, and s
the sole property *of n resident of Hinganghit, who
has invested 18 lakhs in it. There are also 10 cotton
ginning factories and 4 pressing factories, containing 266
gins und 2 presees, with s united eapital of nbout 7 Jakhs.
The town iz supplied with water from the Wunni river,
A filteation well bas been sunk in the bed of the river at a
distanco of about 2 miles, from which water is pumped into
an clavated resorvoir and distribufed fo the urban area in pipes,
The works were opened in 1883, the enpital expenditure
being 186 lakhs and the asnnua]l maintenance charges
R= 8,000, Hinganghit bas a high school and a dispensary,
and o town hall has recently been built. Other large publie
improvements alrendy projeeted and likely to be comploted in
the immediate fntare are the improvement and extension of
the water-works and the constraction of n market,

Pulgaon.—A town in the Wardbs tahsil and District Porosox.
of the Central Provinces, situated in £0° 44’ N. and 78°°
19’ E., on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 18 miles from
Wardhd and 452 from Bombay.  Population (1901) 4,710,
Pulgaon is quite a new town and originally consisted of a
collection of huts of tbe workmen who built the milway bridge
ovor the Wardha m-cg close by, the name meaning bridge
village, It wag cons'hthte&umumclpahty in 1901, and the
receipts and et]'mﬁd:tum for 1903-04 were Rs, 11,000 nnd
7,000 respectively. The income wae derived principally from
road tolls and rents of land. TPulgaon is an important contre
of the cotton trade, receiving the produce of nearly the tvhole
of tho Arvi tahefl, The Pulgnon Spinning Mills were
opened in 1892 with n capital of & Inkhs, and have neirly
15;000 spindles, The eutturn of yarn for 1904 was 21,800
ewt.,, valned at more than 10 lnkhs, A weaving deport-
ment contnining 185 lpoms was added in 1902 at an addi-
tional coet of 3} Inkhe. There are also 6 cotton ginning
factories and 3 pressing factorics, with n tolal capital of 4§
Inkhs and confaining 146 gins snd 3 presses. Pulznon has a
primary rehiool and a dispensary.
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Wardha Town.—The heidquarters town of the Wardhd
Distriot, Contral Provinces, situated in 20° 45’ N. and 78°
37’ E.,. on the Great Indinn Peninsnla Railway, 471 miles
from Bombsy and 49 from Nigpur. It is 'also the junction
for the branch line to Warord in the Chénda District.
Population (1901) 4,872, Since 1872 the population has
nemly trebled. The present town was fonnded in 1368,
the site having been seleeted for the headquarters of the
new Distriet of the same name, and hos beom carefnlly
lnid ont with wide snd regular strects so ar to permit’ of
expapsion. It was ereated a municipality in 1874, and the
avemge municipal receipts and expenditure for the decade
ending 1901 were Rs, 38,000 and Rs. 34,000, respectively.
In 1908-04 the income hnd expanded to Rs. 45,000, the
chief sources being road tolls, n wnter-rate and miscellaneous
receipts. 'Wardhd is an important cotton mart, and contains
7 ginning and 4 pressing factories, with 164 gins and 4
presses, mnd o total eapital of abont 5 lakhs, There nre four
printing presses, three of which use English and Mardthi
type and one only Marithi. The water-supply of the town is
obtained from the Dbim river at a distance of & miles,
A dam has been constructed Across the rivor at Pauodr,
giving a lovel sheet of water for about six furlongs. The
water 15 led throngh artificial filter-beds of esand to an
underground reservoir, nnd thence pumped into an clevated
sorvice tank from which it is.. carried to the town, The
_water-works were completed in 1898 at.n cost of 2:25 lakhs.
" A weekly cattle market: is held here. Wardb4 bas an Eng-
hish middle school and givls’ ‘sohool, 1breo diSpenearics,
including mission and police hosplt'ﬂs, nad na veterinary
dxspensnry Turther public improvements 1o be eavriod out
_in tho immediate future are the construction of a high' school’
" and hostel at an expenditure of Re, 25,000' and a comp]pLe
drainage scheme to cost Rs. 35,000.

Nagpur District.—A District of the Contral Protinces,
with an avea of 8,840 square miles, lying befween 20° 85 ad
21° 44’ N, und 78° 15”and 79°-§0' 32, inthe plain to which’

viver aysteme. §t pives its name at the southern base of the Shtpurd hills.
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It is bounded on the north by the Chhindwira and Sconi
Districts ; on fho enst by 'Bhandéra ; on the south and wc'st
by the Chénda and Wardhé Districts ; and along a small strip
on the north-west ‘bs’ the Amraoti District of Berz‘x}'.
The greater part of the District is an undulating plain, bubit is
traversed by low hill ranges. In the north o strip of the
Sitpurd Lills is included within its limits, narrow on the west,
but widening fon breadth of* 12 miles or moro towards
the east. Immedintely south of them lies the western extre-
mity of the Ambagarh hills on which stand the well-known
temples of Rémtek. On the western border another low
range of hills rans down the length of the District, and nfter
a broak formed by the valley of the Wunnf river, continues
to the south-cast past Umrer cutting off on its southern side
the valley of the Nand. A third small rango called the Pil-
kipir hills crosses the Kdtol tahsil from north to south.
There are also a few detached hills, notably that of SiTABALDI
in Négpur city, which is visiblo for a long distance from the
country round. The hills attain to no great altitude, the
highest peaks not exceeding 2,000 feet, hut vary greatly in
appearance, being in places extremely picturesque, and clothed
with forest, while elsewhere they are covered by loose stones
ard brushwood, orare wholly bare and arid. The Wardhs and
Waingangi rivers flow along part of the western and eastern
borders respectively, and the drainage of the Distriet is
“divided between them. Tho waters of about a third of its
area on the west aro Cayried to the Wardhd by the Jém, the
Wunnd, and other minor streams. The centre is drained by
the Pench and Kanhfn, which, flowing sonth {through the
Sitpurd hills, unite just above Kamptee, where they are also
joined by the Koldr; from here the Kanhdn carries their
joint waters along the northern boundary of the Umrer
tahsil tormeet the Waingangd on the Bhanddra border. To
the cast a few small streams flow direct to the Waingangi.
The’ richest part of the District is the western half of the
Kidol tahsfl et off by the small ranges described obove. It
posscsses n 50il profusely fertile, and teems with the richest
gatden _culﬁvnﬁon. Beyond the Pilkdpir hills the plain
country éxtends to the eastern border. Its surfaco is searccly
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ever level, butiit is closely cultivated, abounds in mango-groves
and trees of all sorts, and towards the east is studded with
small tanks which form quite a feature in the landscape.
Tho elavation of the plain conntry is from 900 to 1,000 feet.

The primary formation of the rocks is sandstone associnted
with shale aud limestone. The sandstone is now covered by
trap on the west, and broken up by granite on the east, leav-
ing a small dingonal strip running through the centre of tho
Distriet and oxpanding on the north-west and south-east.
The jnxtsposition of trap, spndstonc, and granite vocks in
this noighbourhood invests the geology of Nigpur with
specinl importance.

Tho forests re mmnly situnted in o large block on the
Satpurs hills to the north-east, while smaller isolated paiches
arc dofted on those extending along the south-western border.
The forest growth varies with the nature of the soil, sdj
(Zerminalia tomentosa), ackdr (Buckanania lat{folie) and
tendé (Diospyros fomantosa) being chavacteristicon the heavy
soils, teak on good well-drained slopes, salui (Boswellin
sgrrata) on the steep Lill sides and ridges, and satinwood on’
the randy levels. In -the open country mango, makud
(Bassie latifolia), tamarind, and date-palm are common.

There is nothing noteworthy about the wild anjmals of
the Distriet, and from the sportsman’s point of view it is onc
of the poorest in the Province. Pig abound all over the
conntry, finding shelter in the large grass rescrves or groves
of date-polm, Partridge, quail and sundgrouso are fairly
common, hustard are frequently seen in the eouth, =nd
florican oceasionnlly. Siipe and duck are obiained » it tho
cold weather in p few localities.

N{lg'pur has the yoputation of being one of thu hotbest
places in India during the summer months. In May the,
temperature rices to 116°, while falling on clear nights as low
a8 70°% 1In tho xains the bighest dny temperatwo soldom’
oxeceds 95°, and the lowest at mght is about 70°° In the cold
weather tho highest temperaturo is between 80° and 90° and .
the lowest about 50°. Txeept for thrae montlls from April®
to June, when the boat is inteneg, and in Spptember, Wh"“
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the atmosphere is steamy and the moist heat very trying, nlf:fzﬁgﬁ.

the climate of Ndgpur is not nnpleasant

The sverage rainfall is 46 inches, but less is received in the Rainfall
west than in the east of the District. Complete failure of the
rainfail has in the past beeo very rare, but its distribution is
capriciods, especially towsrdsthe cud of the monsoon, whon
the fate of the harvest is in the balance.

There is no historical rccord of Négpur prior to the History.
commencement of the 18th century, when it formed part of
the Gond kingdom of Deogarh, in Chhindwira. Bakht
Buland, the reigning prince of Deogarh, proceeded to Delhis
and apprecinting the ndvantages.of the civilisation which
he thero witnessed, determined to set aboni the developmont
of his own tepritories. To this end he invited Hindu
artificers and husbandmen to settle in the plain country and
founded the city of Négpur. His successor, Chind Sultin,
continued the work of civilisation and removed his capital to
Ndgpur. OunChénd Sultdn’s death in 1739 there were disputes
as to the suceession, and his widow invoked the aid of Raghuji
Bhousla, who was governing Berir on behalf of the
Peshwd. The Bhonsla family were originelly headmen
of Deori, a villago in the Sitdra Distriet, from which place
their present representative derives his title of R4ji. Raghuji’s
grandfather and bis two brothers hnd fought in the armies
of Sivaji, nnd ,to the most distinguished of them was en-
trusted a high military command and the colleotion of ckaut’
in Berdr. Ragbuji, on being called in by ihe contending
Gond factions, 3e-placed the two sons of Chind Sulidn éit the
throne-from which they had been ousted by o usurper, and
retired fo Berdr with a suitable veward for his nssistange.
Dissensions, however, broke ont butwaoen the brothers, and in
1743 Raghuji again intervened at the request of the elder
brother, and drove out his rival. But bo hod not the heart to
give back o second time to the weaker Gond the country le
held within hia grasp, Borhdn Shih, the Gond Rijf, though

retaining, from motives of polioy on Raghuji’s part, the out-
ward insignia of royalty, became practically n state pensioner
and all yeal power passed. lo the Murithi chief. Bold und
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deoisive in action Raghujf was tho perfeet type of a Maritha
lender; he saw in the troubles of other states only fn opening *
for Lis,own mnbition, and did not even require o pretext for
plunder and jnvasion. Twice his armiesinvaded Bengal, nnd
he obtnined the cossion of Cuttack. Chéinda, Chhattiszarh and -
Sambalpur weic added to his dominions botween 1745 and
1755, the year of his death. Ilis successor Jénoji took part in
‘the wars between the Peshwi nud Nizdm, and after be had in
turn betinyed both of them, they uuvited againgt him, and
gacked and burnt Nigpur in 1765. On Janoji’s death his
brothers fought for the succession, until one ehot the other
on the battle field of Pauchgnon, six miles gouth of Nigyur,
and succeeded to the regency on behalf of his infant son
Raghuji II, who was Janeji’s adopted heir. In 1785 Mandl4
ond the upper Narhadd valley were added. to the Nigpm
dominions by treaty with the Peshwé. DMudhojf, the regant,
had courted the favour of the English, and this policy was
continued for some time by his son Raghuji'li, who acquired
Hoshnogibid and the lower Narbadi valley: But in 1803
bo united with Sindhia against the British Government, The
two chiefe wero decisively defeatcd at.Assaye aod Argaon,
and by the trealy of Deogaon of that year Raghuji ceded
to the British Cuttack, southern Berdr and Sambalpur,
which was, however, relinquished in 1806, .

Up lothis date the MarAths administration had heen on the
whole a good ono, and the country had prospered wnder their
rule. The first four of tho. Rhonslas avere-military ehiefs
with the habits of rotgh soldiers, cennceted ‘by: blogd ~nnd;
by coustant familiar intercowrse with nll their principal”
officers. Descended from the class of enltivators they ever
favoured and fostered that order. They were rapacious hat
scldom ornel {0 the lower clastex, Up - to 1792 their
territories were seldom the theatro of hostilitics, and thearéa of
cultivation nnd revenue continued {o inerease under a fairly
equitable and extremely clementsry system -of government.
After the treaty of Deogaon, however, all this was <hanged.
Raghuji had been deprived of o third of his territories and
he attempted (o make up the Joss of reveuue from the remainder.
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The districts were meroilessly rackrented and many new taxes
imposed. The pay of the troops was in arears and
they maintained themseives by plundering the cultivators,
while al the same time commenced the raids of the
Pindéris, who became so bold that in 1811 they advanced to
Négpur and bumnt the suburbs. It was at this time that
most of the numerous village forts were built, to which on the
approach of these marauders tho peasnut retired and fought
for bare life, all he possessed outside the walls being nlready
lost to himv
On the death of Raghuji II in 1816, his som, en
imbeeile, was soon supplanted and murdered by the famous
Mudhojf or Appa Sghib. A treaty of olliance pro-
viding for the maintenance of o subsidiary force by the
British was signed in this year, a Resident having been ap-
pointed to the Négpur court sincc 1799. In 1817, on the
outbreak of war between the British and the Peshwi, Appa
Sihib threw off his cloak of friendship, and accepted an
embassy and title from the Peshwd. His troops attacked
the British and were defeated in  the brilliant action
at StTABALDI, and o second time ronnd Négpur. As a resulb
of these battles the remaining portion of Berir and the
territories in the Narbadé valley were ceded to the Dritish.
Appa Sahib was reinstated on the throne, but shortly after-
yords] ¥is discovofédi+to bémmgain intriguing, and was
dcptsdd alid - fotwardedto .Allahdbid in oustody. On the
way, however, he corrupted his gnards, and ereaped, first to
the Mahideo hills and subsequently to the Punjab. A grand-
child of Raghuji (I was then piaced on the throne, and the
territories were administered by the Resident from 1818
to 1830, in which year the young ruler known as Raghuji
II1 veas allowed to assume the nctual government. Xe died
withotil heirs in 1853 and his territorics were then declared
fo havelapeed. NAgpur wasadministered by o Commissioner
until the formation of the Central Provinees in 1361, During
the Matiny a scheme for a risksg was formed by a regiment of
irregular cavalry in conjunction with the disaffected Muham.
madans of the town, but was frustrated hy the prompt action of
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the civil authorities, supported by Madras troops from Kamptee,
Some of the native officers and two of the lending Muhamma~
dans of the city were hanged from the ramparts of the fort, and
the disturbances ended. The aged Marith{ princess Baka
Bai, widow of Raghuji IJ, used all her infiuencein support
of the British, and largely contributed by her example to
keep the Marithi districts loyal,

In several loealities in the Distriet are found eciveles of
rough stones sometimes extending over considerable nreas,
Beneath rome of them fragments of poltery, flint arrow
heads, and ironware, evidently of great antiquity, have heen
discovered, Theso were constructed by an unknown mee,
but are aseribed by {he people to the pastoral Gnolfs,
and are said o be their encampments or burial places. The
remains of the fort of Phrseoni constructed of unhewn
wasses of rock are al<o ascribed to the Gaolis, and date from
a very emly peried. The buildings of Réimtek, Kitol,
Kelod and Saoner are scparately described. Other remains
which may be mentioned ave the old Gond fart of Bhiugarh
on the Pench river, and the temples of Adfisn and Bhugaon,
and of Jakhdpur on the Saoner road.

The populntion of the District in the last three years
of consus was as follows: 1881, 697,356: 1891, 757,862;
1901, 761,844. Between 1881 and 1891 the indrence was
nearly 9 per cent., the District having been generally ~pros-
perous.  During the Inst decade the population Tins been-al-
most stntionnry. The number of denths exceeded $hat of hirths
in the years 1894 to 1897 inclusive, and also in 1900, There
was a considerable loss of population in the whent-growing tiacts
of Nigpur and Umrer, while the towns and the cotton lands of
Katol showed an inerease. Thero are twelve towns ~Nacrun,
the District headquarters, KaMrToE, Unner, Ramrex, Nagr-
KHER, Knara, Katorn, SaoNee, Kanursuwaz, Moxrs, Krrop,
and Mowan, and 1,681 inhabited villages. The urban popu-
Intion amounts to 32 per cents of the,total aud is the highest
in the Province. Somo of the towns are almest solely agri-
cultaral, and these as a yule aye now declining in importance.
‘Bub others which are fﬂyo}lrnhly gitunted for trade, or for tho
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establishment of cotton factories, ord growing rapidly. ngn:ﬁa
The following table gives the principal statistics . of
populntlon in 1901 :— ‘ ) '

Number of con{sgo of
b — Number
abefl Area in Popula- g:lf"“p':r "“{‘“‘"‘ of £ pe orsons
3 square tion. uare ulation
miles. | orowns.| Vilagor. » "Bhe [“Detween “,;'ﬂ";““
1 1891 and "
, 1001,
]
Nigpur . 871 & 27| 200,117 840 + 06 24,853
Rémtek . 1,120 2 F51) 156,663 199, —03 3,820
Umrer e 1,040 1 1571 138476 mi =8¢ 3,010
Kéatol s 800 B 356 | 162,888 200 [ 5 4,718
)
Distriet Total . i 3,840 12 1,681 ] 751,84 193 ~08 37,003

About; 88 per cent. of the popalation are Hindus, nearly 6
per cent. Mubammadans, and 5 per cent, Animists, There
are 2,675 Jains and 481 Pérsis. Thres-fourths of the
Muhammadans live in towns. Many of them come from
Hyderibdl and the Deccan, and they are the most turbuient
claes of the population. About 77 per cent. of the population
spenk Marithf, 9 per cent. Hindi, 54 por cent. Gondi, 5 per
cent, Urdd, and 1 per cent. Telugn. It is curious that
nearly all the Gonds in the District ‘were returned at tho
census_as retaining their own vernacular, ~
+ _ The principal landholding castes are Brihmans (28,000}, Their castes
_Kungﬁf{laﬂ;bom and Marithds (11,000). The Marithé s, ="F™
'thn‘mns naturally form the large majority of 1this
caste, andt. hesides being tho most extensive proprietors,
are engaged in  money-lending, -trade, and the legal
profession, and almost monopolise the better class of
appoiniments in Government service. The Kunbis are the
great cultivating class. They are plodding and pntlcnt witha
strong affection’for their land, but wanting in encrgy ns
compared with the castes of the northern Districts. The
majority of the villages owned by Mirdthés are included in
the estates of the Bhonsln family and their relatives. A con-
siderable proportion of the Government political pensioners are
;,I:-Mnr;itlnis. Many of them plso hold villages or plots, but as o
rale they are extravagant in their living, and eoveral of ihe
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old Marithé nobility have fallen in the world. The mntive
army does not attract them, aud but fow are sufficiently well
educated for the more dignified posts in the civil employ of
Government. Raghvis (12,000), Lodhis (8,000) and Kirfrs
{4,000) represent; the immigrants from Hindustin and are excep-
tionally'good cultivators. The Kirdrs, however, ave much given
to display and incur extravagant expenditure on their dwelling
houses and jewallery, while the Lodhis are divided by constant
family feuds and love of fuction. There are nearly 46,000
Gonds, constituling G per cent. of the population. They have
generally attained to some degree of civilisation, and grow rice
instead of the light millets which suffice for the needs of their
fellow tribesmen on the Sdtpurds. The meuialcaste of Mahdrs
form a sixth of the whole population, the great majority being
cultivators and labourers. The rural Mahdr is still considered
as impure, and is not allowed to drink from the village well,
nor may his children sit atrchool with those of the Hindu
enstes.  Bud there ave traces of the decay of this tendency, as
many Mahdrs have becomo wealthy and risen in the world.
About B8 per cent. of the population were returned as depen-
dent on agrienlture if 1901,

Christians number 6,163, of whom 2,870 are Furopeans and
Enasians and 3,293 natives, Of the Christians the majority
are Roman Catholics and belong to the Fronch Mission in Nig-
pur There are nleo anumber of Preshyterions, the converts of
the Scoteh Free Churoh Mission. Nagpur is the headquarters
of a Roman Catholic Diacese, which supports hich and middle
sehools for European and Eurasian children, and natives, and
orphanages for boys and girls, the clorgy being assisted by
French nuns of tho Order of St. Joseph who live at Nagpur
and Kamptee. A Mission of the Free Church of Scotland is
also located here, and supports n number of edueational nand
other institutions at Nigpur itself and in the interior of ihe
District; among these may be mentioned (he Hislop Aided
College, nimmerous schools for low-caste ehildren, an orphanage
andl boarding-school for Christian girls, and the Mure Memo-
rial Hospital for women. A small miesion of the Chureh of
Englmnd is alro located in Nagpur,nnd oue of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Kamptoe.
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The prevailing eoil is that known as black cotton. It g;\;;l;g:r

scldom attaine to a depth of twelvé feet,and is superimposed g?t:;rr:; :og’:;.
on a band of conglomerate and brown clay. Rich black gipions,

clay is only found in very small quantities, and the
comnmonest soil is a dark loam mixed with limestone pebbles

and of vory considerable fortility. The Intter covers 65 per cont.

of the enltivated aroa, and of the remainder 27 per vent. consists

of at inferior variety of the same soil, very shallow and mi:.wd

with gravel or saud, and oceurring principally in the h':lly

country. Very little really poor land is thus ander cnltivation,

Abont 383 square tniles are held wholly or partinlly free of cfﬂf‘;ﬂiﬂ .
revenue and 2,500 oeres of Government Innd hnve been settled ges  ang
on ke ryolwari system. The balonee of the District avea is ™M
held on the ordinary tentres. Thefollowing table shows the

principal statistics of cultivation in 1903-04, arvas being in
square miles ;—

Tobsfl Total. I Caltl- lr:lgalcd.! C:l;?:- Forests.

vated. waste.
Négpar .| #1678, ] 140 42
Bimtek of 12390 G4 ; 5 166 243
Umrer wl 10800 G608 12 m ki)
Kito! w800 ‘ 620 4 ! 14 &0
Total .| 3,840 I 2,225 24 ! 40| 818

Jowdr and colton are the principal crope, wovering cither
alone or mixed with the pulse ard#r 661 and 633 equarc
miles respectively, Of other crops wheat ocenpics 353
square miles, £ 84 square miles, linteed 132 syunre miles,
atd gram 31 equare twiles. Cotton aud jodr are grown
prineipally in the west and centre of the Digtriet, rice
in the enst, where the rainfall is henvicr, and wheat, linseed
and gram in the centre and south. The mnin feature
of rdeent years is the incresse im the ntea underatfumn
crops, cotton and jordr, which are frequently grown in
rofation, The seresgo of cotton and cotton-mrkar hns
more than donbled since reftlement, and that of jowdr and
jowodr with arkar har risen by 23 per cent, This changa
je o be attributed mainly ta the high prices provailing fou
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. cotton, and partly also to the suceession of uufavourable

spring harvests which have lately been experienced. Wheat
shows a loss of 146 square miles and linseed of 106 during the
same period. There are two principal variotics of cotton, of
which one with n very short staple but yielding a larger
supply of lint is generally preferred., Cotton-seed isnow o
valuable commercial product. The recent years of short
rainfoll bave had a prejudicin! effect on the rice crop, the aren
under which was only 22 square miles as ngainst 50 at =eltle-
mont, The bulk of the rice grown is transplanted. A num-
ber of profitable vegetable and fimit erops are also grown, the
most important of which are oranges which covered 1,000
acres in 1903-04, chillies nearly 6,000 acres, castor nearly
4,000 acres, tobacco 450 acres, and turmeric 170 .acres.
About 17,000 acres were under fodder-grass in the same year,
The leaf of the betel-vine gardens of Rémtek has o wpecial
reputation, and it is also enltivated at Pdrscon{ and Mansar,
about 130 acres being occupied altogethor. Kapiri pdn is
grown for local consumption and Bengald for export.

The occupied area increased by 12 per cent. during the
currency of the 30 years settlement (1863-64) and hes
further increasod by 3 per cent, since the Inet settlement
(1892——94), Thescope forfurther extension is very limited.
The acreage of the valuable cotton crop increases annually, and
more eave is devoted to its cullivation than formerly, Cotton
ficlds are manured whenever a supply is available, and ™ the
practice of pitting manuxe is growing in favour, In recent
years the embankment of fields with low stone walls o
protect them from erosion bas reccived a great impetus in the
Kitol tahsfl. In the ten years ending 1804, Rs. 79,000 were
advanced under the Innd Improvement Loans Act for the' con-
straction of wells, tanks nnd field embankments, snd 177
lakhs under the Agriculturists’ Loans Aot.

Owing 1o the searcity of good grazing grounds the bullk
of tho ngricultural cattlo used are imported, it boing estimated
that only 25 per cont, are bred locally.. The hilly country in
the snorth of the Rfwmtek fahsil is the principal breeding
ground, Cattle are imported from Berdr, Chhindwira and
Chéndn. Buffaloes ore - koept - for "the manufacture - of
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ghi. Goats are largely bred and sold for food, while the g:sgf:‘{:r.
flocks’ axe also hired for their manure. Cattle races take

place mmu-\ll)' at Silli in Umrer, at Irsf in Ramtek, and

st Salkardord near Nagpur, these last being held by the
Bhongla family. Large weekly cattle-markets are held af
Sonegaon, Kodémeudhf, Bhiwdpur, and Mohpa.

Only 25 square miles are irrigated, the bulk of which is ITerigation.
rice and the remainder vegetable and garden crops  Wheat
occasionally gots o supply of water, if the cultivator has a
well in his field. The District has 995 irrigation lanks and
4,302 wells. A project for the construction of a larme reser-
voir at Rimtek, to irrigate 40,000 acres and protect another
30,000, at an estimated cost of 16 lakhs, has been sanctioned.

The Government forests extend over 515 square miles, Porests.
of which nearly 850 are situated on the foot-hills of the
Sdtpurds on both sides of thoe Pench river, and 170 couslst
of small blocks lying parallel to the Wardhi boundary, and
extending from the west of Kitol to the south aud east of
Umrer. Small teak is scattered through the first iract mixed
with bamboos on the extreme north, but in no well-defined

»  belts. Satinwood, often nearly pure, is found on the sandy
levels. The sccond tract contains small bub good teak in its
central blocks from XKétol to the railway, buf poor mixcd.
forests to the north, and chiefly scrub {o the south in the!
Umrer tahsil. Owing to the large local demand the forests
yield _a substantisl revenue. This amonnted in 1903-04 to
Rs. 63,000, of which Rs. 10,000 were realised from smlos of
txmber,Rs 16,000 from firewood, and Rs. 26,000 from grazmg.

Deposits of manganese oceur in several localities, prmcl- Mincrals.
pally in the Rimtek tabsil. A number of separate mining
and_. prospecting leases have been granted, aud a light tram-
way has been laid by one firm' from Thérsa station to »

. Wiregaon and Mnndri, o distance of abomt 15 miles.
The outpub of . mangancse for 1004 was 66,000 tons.
-Mines are being- worked at- Mausar, XKondri, Satalk,
Lohdongri, Waregaon, Kachurwibi, Mandri, Pali and other
villages, A quarry of white sandstone is worked at Silewdra
on ‘the Kanbdn river'from which long thin slabs wwoll
suited for huilding are obtained.
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Nagrun The wenving of ertton cloths with silk horders is the
Disynicy, N
Ats and  slaple hand industry, the principa) centres being Nigpur and
Manufactures. ymrer,  Gold and silver thread obtained from Burbanpur are
nlso woven into the bordeis. The silk is obtnined from
Rengal and from China through Bombey, spun into thin
thread, sud is made up into different thicknesses loeally.
Tugar silk cocoons are received from Chbattisgarh A single
cloth of the finest quality may cost as much as Rs. 150, but
lein-cloths worth from Rs. 8 te Rs. 25 a pair, and women’s
cloths from Rs. 3 to Re. 25 anch, are most in demand. White
lvin-cloths with red borders are woven at Umrer, the thread
bemg dyed with lac, and coloured cloths for women are innde
at Ndgpur. Cheap cotton cloth is produced by Momins or
Muhammadan weavers at Kamptee and by Koehtis at Khdpn.
Coarse cloth is olso woven by the villnge Mahdrs,
handspun thread being stll used for the warp, on account
of its superior strength, and is dyed and made up into
entpets and matfresses al Saoner sud Patansrongi,  Sawar-
gaon, Mowdr, and Narkher also have dyeing industries,
Nearly 13,000 persons were returned ne supported by the silk
industry, 39,000 by coiton handweaving, snd 2,500 hy
dycing in 1901. Brass-working is carried on in Ndgpur
aud Kelod, and fron mut-cutters and peuknives are mnde
in Négpur,
Négpor has two cotton spinning and weaving mills, the
Empress Mills, opened in 1877, and the Swadeslii Spinning
and Wenving Company which started work in 1892, Their
collectivo eapital is 62 Iokhe. Nigpur also contains 12 ginning
and 11 preesing faotories, Kampteo 3 and 2 respectively, and
Saoner 8 and 2, while one or mora are situated in sevexal of the
towos nod larger villages of the cotton tract. Tho mejorily
of these faclories have heen oponed in the last five years, They
contain allogether 673 gins antl 18 cotton presses, and have n
colleetive capital of 20 Inkhs approximatcly. Nomly 11,000
Pereons were shown as supported by employment in factories in
1901 and the numbers must havo inereased considerably since
then, The ginning and pressing factaries, however, only work
for four or five months in the year. The capitaliste owning
them are principally Mérwéri Banids mud Mosdthd Brahmang
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and inn simaller degree Mubamnmadan Bohriis, Pdrsis, and %i;“,i‘{;‘,

Europeans.
Raw cotton nund cotton-sced, linsced, ¢i/, sod wheat Commoree.

are the staple expoits of agrieultural produce. Oranges nre
largely esported, and aun improved varioty of wild plum
(Zizyplkns jujuba), which is oblained by grafting. The an-
nual exports of oranges are. estimated at o lnkh of rupecs.
Betel-leaf is sent to northern India. Yarn and cotton cloth
are sent all over India and 2 China, Japan and Burma by
tho Empress Mills, while the Swadeshi Mills find their hest
market in Chhattisgarh. Hand-woven silk-bordeted cloths
tr the value of about 5 lakhs annually sare exported
from Négpur and Umrer to Bombay, Berir, and Hyderabsd,
the principal demand for them being fiom Mardthd
Brihmang  Manganese oi1e is now a staple expot. Many
articles of produce are also 1eceived ot Naigpur from
other Districts and re-exported. Among these may be men-
tioneld rice from Bhanddra and Chhatt{sgarh, timber and bam-
~boos from Chinda, Bhandira, and Seonf, and bhamboo mat-
ting from Chinda. Cotion and grain ave also received from
the surrounding Districts which are off the line of railway.
Sea salt from Bombay i commonly wused, and a cerlain
dmount is also reecived from the salt hills of the
Tanjab.  Maaritine sugar i< imported, and rometimes
mixed with the juice of sugar-cane to give it the appenrance
of Indian sugar, which is more expensive by one pound in
the 'mp"t.:. Gur, or unrefined sugar, eomes from the United
Provinces, and also from Birsi and Sholipur  Rice is import-
ed from Chheitisgath and Dengal, and a cortain amount of
wheat from Chhindwdra is consumed locally, as it is eheaper
than Nigpur whest. The finer kinds of Enplish cloth come
from Calentta and the conrser ones from Bomhay. Kerosene
oil is bought in Bombay or Calent{a acrording ns the rafe is
cheaper.  The ure of ten i rapidly incrensing all over thie Dis-
trict. Sodn-wafer is largely consumed, about fen factories
having been established in Nfgpur. Woollen amd iron
goods ¢nme from England. A EBuropean firm practically
monopolises the export, tmde in gmin  wnd  ehares the
eollm trale with Maiwirg Bﬁni:i-a and Murithd Brihmans.
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L4d Banids export hand-woven cloth and Muhamwadans
and Mirwiris manage the timber trade. Bohris import
and vetail stationery osnd hardware, and Culchi Muham-
madans deal in grocerics, cloth, salt, and lkerosene oi).
Kamptee has the largest weekly market, and the Sunday and
Wednesdny bazars at Ndgpur are also important. Tho
other leading markets, excluding those for cattle which have
already ‘heen mentioned, are at Gaorf and Xelod for grain and
timber, and Mowidr for grain. A large fair is held at Rimtek
in Novembor at which general merchandise is sold, and small
religious fairs take place at Ambhord, Xudbdvi, Adden, and
Dhépewsra.

The Groal Indian Peninsula Railway from Bombay has
n length of 27 miles in the, District with three stations and its
terminus at Nfigpue, From here the Bengal-Nfgpur Rail-
way runs east to Caleutta, with b stations and 34 miles with-.
in the limits of the District The most important (rade
routes ore the roads leading north-west from Ndgpur to
Chhindwdra and Kitol, the eastern road to Blandsra and
throngh Kdhi, and the north-easteen read Lo Seoui through
Kamptee. Next to these come the southern roads through
Mdl to Umrer, and to Chandn through Bori, J4m, and
Warors, There is some loeal traflic along the rond to
Amraatf through Bazargaon. The Distriet has 231 milos of
metalled and 74 miles of urmetalled roads, and the annual
expendituse on maiuieuance iz Rs. 90,008, The Publie
Works department has charge of 253 miles of road and the
District council of 52 niles. Avenues exist on 185 miles,
Ndgpur being botter provided forin this respect than almost
auy other Distriet in the, Province. Cousidering its
advanced stule of development, the District is not very well
supplied with raiiways, and therc appears {o be some scope
for the conatiuction of Feeder lines to scrve the more populous

. outlyiag tracts,

The Ndgpur District is recorded to have suffered from
failures of erops in 1819, 182520, and 1832-33. There was
only slight distrers. in 1869, Ip 189G-97 the Disirict
was not severoly nffeeted, as the joﬂm‘r,‘cotton. rl, and wheat
arops gave o fnlr outburn. Numbers of slarving wanderers
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from other Districts, however, flocked into '‘Nigpur.' Relief Naaeon
measures lasted for a year, the highest number in receipt DrsTRIO.
of assistance being 18,000 in May 1897, and the total expendi-

turo was b lakhs. In1899-1000 the monscon failed cumplete-

ly and only n third of a hormal haryest was obtainad. Relief
meansures lnsied from September 1899 to November 1900,
108,000 persens or 19 per cent. of the population being in
receipt of assistance in August 1800, The total expendituve

was 196 lakhs, The work done consisted pribei-

pally of breaking up metal, but some tanks and wells weve
constructed, and the embankment of the reservoir st Ambs-

jheri was raised.

The Deputy Commissioner has a staff of four Assist- District anb-
ant or Extra-Assistant Commissioners. For administrative ‘3;;;’“' and
purposes the District is divided into four tahsils, each of
which has a tabsilddr and a naib-fahsilddr, Forests are in
charge of an officer of the Imperial service, and the Executive
Engineer of the Négpur division, including Négpur and
-Wardbg Districts, is stationed at Ndgpur.

The civil judicial staff consists of a District and five givil snd Cri-
Subordinate Judges, two Munsiffs at Rdmtek and Kdtol, and minsl Justico,
one af each of the other tabsils, aud o Small Canse Court Judge
.for Néagpur city. The Divisional and Sessions Judge of the
Négpur Division has jurisdiction in Nagpur Distriet.

Kampteo has & Cantonment Magisirate invested with the
powers of a Small Cause Court Judge.

Under the Marfth4 administration the revenue Was y,,na Revenne
fixed annually. The Mar4thds apparently retained as a plministra-
sstandard the demand which they found existing when they
‘received the-Distriét from the Gonds. This was called the

" din jamabands, and at the commencement of every year
an amount!varying: phrtly with the character of the previong
séason, and partly with the financial necessitios of the cen-
fral ‘Government, was fixed as the revenue” demand, In.
.creases of revenue were, however, expressed usually as percent.
sgeson the ain /amabamfs. The local officers or kamaish-
ddrﬁ, on receiving the . nnnodncement of the revenue assessed
,on their charge,. called the pdlels or headmen of v1llageg
together .and~ distributed it over thé individual villages
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according tu their ecapucity. 'The pdfel then distributed
the revenne over the fields of the village, most of which
had a fixed proportionate value which determined their share
of the rovenue. Neither headmen nor temauts had any
proprietary rights, but they were unot ss n rule Jiuble fo
cjectment so long us they paid the revenne. Under the
carlicer Mardthd rulers the assessment was fairly cyuitable,
but ofter the peaco of Deogaon the District was severely
rackrented, and villages were lot indisciiminatoly to the highest
bidder, while no portion of the rental was left to the pdels,
At tho commencement of the protectorate after the deposition
of Appa Sahib there were more than 400 villages for which
no headmen could be found to aueept a Jease on the revenue
demanded. The revenue was at once reduced by 20 per
cent. Cultivation expanded during the management by the
British and some increase was obtained, the assessment
heing made for periols of from 3 Lo § yenrs. During the
subsequent period of Mardthi government the British system
was more or less adhered to, but there was some decline in the
revenue due to lax administration. Many of the cultivating
headmen were aleo superseded by court favourites, who were
usnally Morithd Bidhmans, The demand existing immediately
prior to the first long-term settlement was 8°77 lakhs. Tho
District wns surveyed and sebtled in 1862-64, for a period
of 30 years, the demand being rnised to 878 Inkhs, On
{his oceasion proprietary rights were conferred on the village
headmen, During “the currency of the 30 yesrs settlement,

- which was concluded a few ycars before the oponing of

the railway line to Bombay, the condition of the agricaltural
classes was  estremely - prosperous. The - aren occupied for
cultivation incrensed by 12 per cent. and the prices of the *
staple food-grains by 140 per cent, while the reutal received by
the landowners rose by 20 per cent.  On the espiry of this
seitlement, n fresh assessment was mndo between 1893 and
1896, Tho rovenuc demand was raised to 10'57 Iakhs, or
by 18 por cent. on thai esisting belore revision, Rs. 75,000
of the revenuo heing assigned. The experience of a number
of bad ‘scasons following on iho iniroduction of the now
assessment, during which the revenuo was colleotod witliout
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diffienlty, has safficiently demonstrated its moderation. The Naarvz
o . ! . . . DisrRIOT.

avernge incidence of revenue per cultivatéd acre s

R. 0-12-8 (highest R. 1-4-1], lowest R, 0-6-0), while that

of the rental is R. 1.0-3 (highest R. 1-18-10, lowest

R. 0-9-1). The new settlementis for a period varying from

18 to 20 years in different tracts. Collections on account of

land revenve and total revenue have been, in thousands of

rupees —

1880-81. 1890-91. 190001, 1008-04. . _

Land revenue ... ; 8,37 8,66 10,62 9,98
Total revonne .., I 15,78 18,40 18,08 21,89

The management of local affairs onsside municipal areas, Local Boards
is entrusted to o District council and four local boards, each ;’;ﬂg.’&“"’“‘
having jurisdiction over one tahsil. The income of the
District council for 1903-04 was Rs 1,05,000, while the
cxpenditure on civil works was Rs. 34,000, on education
Rs. 27,000, and on medieal relief Rs. 6,000. Naarurn, Raxrrex,

Knarva, Karamsuawar, Usner, Mowar and Saongr are
municipal towns.

‘The police force consists of 1,006 officers and men mﬁh Police and
a speocial rescyve of 40 under a Distriet Supenntendent, who T
is usually aided by an Assistant Superintendent. There are
2,130 village watchmen for 1,693 inhabited towns afd
villages. Nigpur hos a Central jail with accommodation
for 1,322 prisoners, including 90 females, The daily average
number of prisoners in 1904 was 710. Printing and binding,
wood-work including Burmese carving, cane-work, and cloth-
weaving, are the prineipal industries carried on in the jaii.

-+ Inrespect of educatipn the District stands third in the Edncn.tmn
Provmces, nearly b per cent.-of the population (9'2 males and
‘7 females) being  ahle to read and write. The percentage
of children under instruction to those of sohool-going age is
14, Statisties of the . number of pupils are as follows:—
1850-81, 10,696 ; 1890-91, 12,394 ; 1900-01, 14,991 ; 1903-04,
4,14}, including 1,185 girls. The edncatlonal institutions
comprige two ,Arts Colleges, both at Nagpur, with 170 pupils,
one of these, the Morris College, also confaining Law clnsses
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Nagrup with 42 pupils, 5 high schools, 16 English middle schools,

Diernior. 17 veroacular middle schools, and 147 primary schodls,
The Districl, also conlains two training .schonls and 4 other
specinl schools. The expenditure on education in  1903-04
was 1:74 lakhs, of which 1 lakh was provided from Provineial
and loeal funds, and Rs. 30,000 from fees.

Hospitals and The District has 17 dispensaries, with accommodation

Dispensatles: ror 201 in-pationts, In 1904, 270,025 cascs, of which 1,906
were those of indoor patients, were treated in them, and 6,660
operations were performed, The expendifure in 1904 was
Rs. 40,000, Nfgpur slso contains o Lunalie Asylum with
142 inmates, n Leper Asylum with 30 itimates, and o
veterinary dispensary. .

Vaccination. Vaccination is comypuleory, only in the muvicipal towns of
Néigpur, Umrer and Rémtek.  The pumber of persons
suceessfully vaccinnted in 1903-04 \vqs 33 per mille of the -
Distriet population.

(R. H. Craddock, Settlement Report, 1899, A Dise
triet Gazelteer is being compiled.)
Naorve Nagpur Tahsil.—The central tahsil of the Nigpur
TAMSIL  District, Central Provihees, lying between 20° 46 and 21°29'
N.and 78° 44’ and 79° 19" E, with an aren of 871 square
wiles, The population in 1001 was 206,117, and in 1801 wne
294,202, 'The tahsil conlaing 4 towns, Naarvn the head-
quarters of the tahsil, District and Provines, population
127,784, Kawerce (38,588), KatamésuwaR (6,340} ond
Saonen (5,281), and 417 inbabited villiges The total
density of popuh\hon is 840 persons per square wile and
the rural ‘density 136, Ekoluding 42 square miles of .
Government forest, 80 per cent. of the available area fs ocen-
pied for cultivation. The cultivated area in 1003-0% was
578 sqmlre milés, The Iand revenue demand in the sntme year
wae Hs. 3,76,000 and that for cesses Rs, 260,000. Tho
tuhsfl comprises the fertile plalus of Kalmeshwar and Nigpur,
the platenu of Katrfis, n continuation of the Kétol uplands, .
and tho undulating tWannd valley, Cotton and jordr
aro the principal crops grown throughout the {absil, but there
is n considerable aren of wheat land in the Kalmeshwar and
Nagpur plams,
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Ramtek Tahsil—The northern tahsil of the Négpur

Distriet, Central Proviness, lying between 21° 5/ and 21° 44"

N. and 78° 55" and 79° 85’ E., with an area of 1,129 square
miles. The population in 1901 was 156,663, and in 1891 was
157,150. The tahsil containg two towns, RAMTER, the tahsil
headquarters, popnlation 8,732, and Knara (7.615), and 461
inhabited villages. The density of population is 189 persons
per square mile.  Excluding 313 square miles of Government
forest, 77 per cent. of the available ares is occupied for
cultivation. The cultivated aren in 1903-04 was 644 square
miles. The land revenue demand in the same yenr was
Rs. 2,27,000 and that for cesses Rs. 28,000. The tahsil
contains a helt of hill and jungle at the foot of the
Sdtpard range to the north, and in the south lie two fertile
plains growing wheat and cotfon respectively, and divided
by the Pench river.

RAMTER
TARSIL,

Umrer Tahsil.—The southern tahsil of the Nfgpnr Ounrz
District, Central Provinces, lying between 20° 35° and 2y TATetL.

11’ N. and 78° 56’ and 79°40° E., with an avea of 1,040
square miles,. The population w 1801 was 136,476, nnd
in 18921 was 149,850, The tahsil bas ono town Umnrw, the
tabsil headquarters, population 15,943, nod 157 inhabited
villnges. The density of population is 131 peranns per
square mile. Ixcluding 74 square miles of Goverminent
forest, 71 ypor ccut, of the available aren is ocoupied
for culbivation. The cultivated area in 1003404 was
584 fquare miles. The land revenue demand in the
» pama year was s, 2,441,000 and that for cessrz Rs. 22,000,
Phe tubeil containg a large nrea of wheat-gprowing land
™ broken by low mnges of irolated lills. It has a heavier
rainfall than Négpur and riee is grown towards the
" eastern border.

Katol Tahsil.w~The weslern tahsil off the Nigpur Karon
District, Central Provinees, situated between 21° 2/and 21° TawusL.

81 N, and 78° 16" and 78° 69’ E,, with nn area of
800 square miles. “The population in 100} was 162,588
and in 1891 was 157,100, -The tahsil contains thetowns of
Karor, the talsil headguarters, population 7,318, Nanknen
(7,726), Kxrop (5,141), Monra (5,330), and Mowan (4,799),
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secording tu their capacity. The pdtet then distributed
the revenue over the ficlds of the village, most of which
had o fixed proportionats value which determined their share
of the revenue, Neither headmeu nor tenants had any
propriotary rights, but they were not as » rule lisble to
cjectment so long as they paid the revenwe. Under the
carlier Mardthd rulers the assessment was [airly eyuitable,
but afler the peave of Deogaon the District was savercly
rackrented, and villages were let indiseriminately {o the highest
bidder, while no portion of the rental was left to the pdtels.
Atthe commeucement of the protectorate after the depusition
of Appa Sihib there were more than 400 villages for which
no headmen conld be foand to azeept o lease on the revenne
demanded. The revenue was at once reduced by 20 per
cent. Cultivation ¢spanded during the management by the
British and some increase was obtained, the assessment
heing made for periods of from 3 Lo 5 years. During the
subsequent period of Mardthd government fhe British system
was more or less ndhered to, but there was somse decline in the
revenue due to lnx administration. Many of the cultivating
headmen were aleo superseded by court favourites, who were
usually Mayithd Bishmans, The demnnd existing immediately
prior to the first long-term seltlement was 877 lakhs, The
District was surveyed aud settled in 1862-64, for a° period
of 30 years, the demand being rnised to 878 lakhs. On
this oceasion proprielary righls were conferred on the village
headmen.  During “the currency of the 30 years settlement,
whiel was concluded' n few years hefore the opening of
the railway line {o Bombay, the condition of the agricultural
classes was oxtremely prosperous. The aven oceupied for
cultivation inerensed by 12 per cont. and the prices of the -
staple food-grains by 140 por cent, whilo the rental reccived by
the landowners Tose by 20 per cont.  On the expiry of this
settlement, o fresh nsscssment was mnde hetween 1893 and
1596, The revenue demnnd wes raised to 1067 lakhs, or
by 18 per cent. on that existing bofore rovision, Re. 75,000
of the revenue heing nesigned, The exporience of a number
of bad scasons following on tho infioduction’of the new
assessment, during which the revenue was colleoted witliout
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difficulty, has sufficiently demonstrated its moderation. The Nadrun
. s o i . Disrrior.

average incidence of revemune per cultivatéd acre is

R. 0-12.8 (highest B. 1-4-11, lowest R. 0-6-0), while that

of the rentsl i R. 1.0-3 (highest R, 1-13-10, lowest

R. 0-9-1). The new settlementis for n period varying from

18 to 20 years in different fracts. Collections on account of

land revenve and total revenue have been, in thousands of

Tupees s~—

| ———— w e | e ———

856 10,02 0,08
18,40 18,90 21,59

Land revenuo ...t 8,27
15,78 ;

] ]
] 18s80.81. I 1800-91. 1009.01, 1003.04,
1
i
i
Tota} revenne ,:

The management of local affairs outride municipal areas, Local {fonnll
is entrusted to a District conncil and four local boards, each p-.hm,,“ﬂd
having jurisdiction over one tahsil. The income of the
Distriet conncil for 1903-04¢ was Res. 1,05,000, whiie the
expendifure on eivil worlks wne Rs. 84,000, on edueation
Rs, 27,000, and on medienl velief Rs. 6,000, Nacron, RanTer,

Knara, Kamursnwan, Uxmren, Mowar and SAONEx are
municipal towans.

‘The police force consists of 1,006 officers and men with Police aod
a special reserve of 43 under a District Supenntendent, who ™"
is usually nided by an Assistant Superintendent There are
2,130 village watchmen for 1,693 inhabited towns and
villages. Nigpur has o Central jnil with accommodation
for 1,322 prisoners, including 90 females. 'The dnily averago
number of priconers in 190+ was 710 Printing and binding,
wood-work iucluding Burmere earving, eane-work, and cloth-
weaving, are the principal industries carried on in the jail,

.+ In respect of edueatipn the District stands third in the Edncmon
Provinees, ntarly 6 per centieof the population {9°2 males nnd
‘T fomnles) heing ‘shle to read and write, The percentinge
of children under instruction to those of school-going age is
I+, Statistics of the numher of upils are as fo]lows t—
15(0-81, 10,696 ; 1590-91, 12,394 ; 1900-01, 14,991 ; 1903-04,
14,14}, including 1,185 girls. ’I‘he odncntnonal institutions
comprise two Aits Cu]lcﬂuc hoth at. Nigpur, with 170 pupils,
ane of theee, the Marris College, aleg confnining Lnw clnsses
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Nagron with 42 pupils, 5 high schools, 16 Englich middle schools,

DISTRIOR. 14 vornacular middle schools, snd 147 primary schools,
The District algo contains two training schools and 4 other
specinl schools. The expenditure on education in 1903-04
was 1°74 Iakhs, of which | lakh was provided from Provinoial
and Jocal funds, and Rs. 30,000 from f{ees.

Fospitals and The District has 17 digpensaries, with accommodation

Dispensaries. 5o+ 201 in-patients. In 1904, 270,025 cases, of which 1,905
were those of indoor patients, were treated in them, and 6,660
oporations were performed. The expenditure in 1904 was
Rs, 40,000. Nagpur slso confains o Lunatic Asylum with
142 inmates, s Leper Asylum with 30 inmafes, and o
veterinary dicpensary.

Vaecination. Vaccination is campulsory only in the municipal Lowns of
Nigpur, Umrer and Rimtek.  The number of persons
suceessfully vaccinated in 1903-04 was 83 per mille of the
Distriet population.

(R. H. Craddock, Seitlement Report, 1899, A Die-
triet Gazettecr is being compiled.)
NAGFOR Nagpur Tahsil.—The contral tahsl of the Nagpur
TAUSIL.  District, Central Provinces, lying between 20° 467 and 21° 23’
N.and 78° 44’ and 70° 19" E,, with an area of 871 square
wiiles. The population in 1901 wns 206,117, and in 1801 was
294,202, ‘U'he tahsil contains ¢ towns, Niorvr the head-
quarters of the tabsil, District and Province, population
127,134, Kaverce (38,588), Kapwksuwar (5,310) and
Baowner (5,281), and 417 inhabited villages. The total
dexnsity of population is 8340 peisons per squarc mile and
tho rural "density 136, Excluding 42 squdro miles of
Government forest, 80 per cent. of the availnble area is occu-
ped for cultivation. The cultivated area in 1903-04 was
578 squaremiles. The land revenue demand in the satne year
was Hs. 2,706,000 and thét for cesses Rs. 26,000, The
tabsil comprises tho fertile plains of Kalmeshwar aud Ndgpur,
the plateau of Kaurfs, n continustion of the Kdtol uplands, .
and the undulating Wunni valley. Cotton and jowdr
ave the principal crops grown throughout the tabsil, but there
i= n considerable aren of wheat lnud in the Kalmeshwar and
Nagpur plauns, *
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Ramtek Tabsil—The northern tahsil of the Nigpur

Distriet, Central Provinces, lying between 21° 5’ and 21° 44"

- N. and 78° 556’ und 79° 85" E., with an aren of 1,128 equare
miles. ‘The population in 1901 was 156,063, and in 1801 was
157,150. The tahsil contains two towns, RaMteg, the tahail
headquarters, population 8,732, and Knara (7,615}, and 451
inhabited villages. The density of population is 139 persons
per square mile. Exeluding 343 squere miles of Government
forest, 77 per ceni. of the available nres is occupied for
cultivation. The cultivated area in 1903-01 was 544 square
miles. The land revenue demand in the same year was
Rs. 2,27,000 and that for cesses Rs. 23,000, The tahsil
containg a belt of hill and jungle at the foot of the
Sitpurd range to the north, and in the south lie two fertile
plains growing wheat nnd cotfon respectively, and divided
by the Pench river.

RAMTEE
TANSIL,

Umrer Tahsil.—~The southorn tabsil of the Nfgpur Usnen
District, Central Prowinces, Iying between 20° 35’ and 21° TAUSIL,

11’ N and 78° 56' ond 79°40° E., with an avea of 1,040
square miles.. The popnlation in 1901 was 136,476, anid
in 1891 was 149,350, ‘The tahsil has one town Umrer, the
tabeil headquarters, population 15,048, and +567 inhabited
villages. The density of population is 181 persone per
square mile. Exeluding 74 square miles of Govornment
forest, 71 per ccut. of the available aren is ocoupied
for cultivation. The enltivated narea in 1003-04 was
84 equare miles. The Jaud revenue demand in  the
same year was Rs. 2,4),000 and that for cesses s, 22,000,
The tahsil contains a large aren of wheat-growing land
broken hy Jow manges of isolated hills. It has o heavier
rainfall than Nigpur and rice is grown townrds the
enstern border.

Ratol Tahsil—The wustern talisil off the Nigpur Karon
District, Central Proviness, rituated between 21° 2/ and 21° Tauere.

81’ N. and 75° 15’ and 78° 60’ L, with an nrea of
800 square miles, The populntion in 190} was 162,588
and in 1891 was 157,100, “The tahsil contains thetowns of
Karor, ihe tahsil headguarters, population 7,314, Nanxmmn
(7,726), Kzzop (5,141), Moues (5,330), and Mowar (4,79%),
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and 856 inhabited villages, The density of population is 200
persons per square mile.  Excluding 36 equare miles of
Government forest, 77 per cent. of the available area is occu-
pied for cultivation. The cullivated arex in 1003-0% was
540 square miles. The land revenue demand in the same year
was Rs. 2,537,000 and that for cerses Rs. 22,000, 'The
{ahsfl contains iracts of very fertile Jand in the valleys of
the Wardh4d and Jim rivers,” and some hilly and stony
couniry to the south. Tt is one of the great cotton-growing
arcas of the Provineo.

Kalmeshwar.—A town in the Nigpur tahsil and
Distriet, Ceutral DProvinces, situated in 21° {4° N. and
79° 56" E., 13 miles wesl of Nigpur by voad.  Kalmeshwar
is supposed to have been founded by nomad Ahirs or
herdsmen, and the-nome to be derived from that of ther
god Kalma. Population (1901) 5,340, The town stands on
black soil, Iying low, with bad natural drainnge. On a small
eminence in its cenlre s an old fortress said to have been
built by a Ilindu family from Delhi in the time of Bakht
Buland. Kalmeshwar was constituted n municipality in 1867
and the average municipal receipts for the deeade ending 1901
were Re, 4,400, In 1903-04 the receipts were Ra. 5,000, and
were mainly derived from a house tax and markel dnes A
weekly eattle market is held here and there s some rade
in grsin and oilsceds. Colton cloth ic woven by hand.
Kalmcshwar has an English middle sehool. -

Eamptes (Kéupff).—A contonment in the Nigpar
District of the Cential Proviners, sifuated in 21° 13 N.
and 79° 12’ E, on the Bengal-Nigpur lhilw.u,' 10
miles from Nigpur and 529 from Bombay. It stande
on the mght bavk of the river Kanbén, ond  the
cantonment exends in a long matrow line heside the
river, with the aative town to thé south-east. The
population in the last four yeais of census was as lollows:
1872,. 48,831y 1881, 50,987; 1891, 48,159 ; 1901, 38,888,
The population in 1901 mulml(d 26,579 IImdus, 0,852 Mu-
hammadavs, and 1,861 Chrkiti mé of w)hom 1,036 were Buro-
peans and Eupssians:  Kawmplecis the fou¥th town in the Pro-
viunee in respect of ﬁn’]m]'\ltftm. The ordinafy gorrison consists
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of a hattalion of British infantry, one of native infantry, and a
tield battery. Kamptee was until recently the headquartors
of the General Officer Commnnlding Nigpur  Vistyiet,
but this appointment has now (1905) been abolished and the
Kamptee garrison is at preent commanded {rom Ahmadnnuar.
The cantonment was establishied in 1821 nnd wns made the
headquarters of the subsudiary force raaintained by the British
under {reaty with the Nigpur kimgdom  The whole town is
included in the cintonm nt.  The averug» recaipts and expeadi
ture of the cantonment {und for the last deeade ner 1Y fakbs,
In 1903.0¢ the reevipte were Re 1,068,800 and the charges Its,
1,15,000, During Marithd rule traders flocked ta Komptleo
on accennt of the compamtive immuamity from  taxation which
they eajoyed witlun the cantonment, avd o Inrge commercial
town thus grew np alopgerle 1t Qwing to its favonrable
sttuation on the roads leading to Nagpur tromn the Sitpard
platzau. Kamptee for o Jong peniod monopolisad the drads
from thia atea, and 1t ie ouly within comparatively revent
yeara that the advantagre- posses-el by Nigpur, as the larger
town and headquarters of the Provinee, have enabled it
gradually t1 attmet to itell the commerenl businge- of
Kamptee. To thi- transfer of trade are to be attributed the
slationury or declining figures of population dunng the lact
thirly years, and the construction of the Sitpuri raihway
shonld tend to nicelortr the process,  The town containn three
cotton-ginninry and  two precsing  factorice with o total
eapital of 2-f lakhs, threo of which ware apened in 1801
avd 1802 and the sthers einee 1900, A number of Mnham-
madan handsweavare produce the cheaper Linde of clath,
Weakly eatile and timber morkets are held and the town
conlaing one printing press.  The  Cantonment  Mapir-
trate, whe har aleo the powers of 2 Small Causs Conrt
Judge, hap juricdietion over tho eantomment, The cduca-
tional inrtitutions comprire n Government high rehool,
one Enslish middle, two vernacular middle, pud 11 primafy
eeficals,  The Conyent of St, Jocaph maintaing -u bourding
and day achosl for J.nmpmﬁ' eliitdson, f{enching in eome
tasm up o the atrenlation dandmd, orphanape for
native children ni da divpensary, - ,M'cd:mi yolicf iv affordud

asrrre.
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to the eivil populntion at the Cantonment General Hospilal
and a brunch dispencary in the town,

Katoy TOws. Katol Town —The headguarters town of the Kitol
tahsil, Nigpur District, Central Providces, situated jn 21°
17’ N, and 78° 36’ B, on the Jim river, 36 miles west of
Niigpur by roxd.  Population (1901) 7,318. The suburk of
Budhwira on the opposite side of the river has recently
beon included in its limits. Situated in the town are?the
ruins of an old fort, and # curious templo of very carly dote
built entirely of Iayers of sandstone with many grotesque
carvings. Kdtol is uob u municipalify, but o town fund is
raised for savilary purposes. The town v one of the import-
ant cofton markets of the Provinee, and contains four
ginning factories with 160 gins and 3 cotlon presses, these
factorics having n {otal eapital of about 5 lakhs. The
mangoes grown loeally have some repntation. Kitol bas an
Lnglish middle school nud n dispensary.

KELop. Kolod.~—A town in the Kditol tahsil, Nagpur District,
‘Central Provineos, situated in 21° 27° N. and 78° 53’ E,,
28 miles flom Nagpur on the Chhindwira road. The name
is probably an abbrevintion from Zeljkar, » plantain tree,
as numbers of plantain groves were formerly planted here.
l’opulu.tiou (1901) 5,141, The town coutnios an old fost,
Kelod is not & municipality, but « town fund is ruised for
sanitary purposes. A cotton ginning factory bas recently
been opened. Tho chief looal mdusbry i the manufacbure
of large brass water-vessels. XKolod has a verntcular middle
school.

Kuara. Khapa,—A town in the l\umtck tahef), Nagpur Distriet
of the Central Provinces, situnted in 21° 26’ 'N. and
79° ¢’ E,, on tho Kanhén river, 22 miles north of Négpur,
and 6 miles from the Chhindwira road, Topalation (1901)
7,615, The -town js -built on a sito ‘high above the ¥ivor
and immedintely , overhanging it, whiloon the land side it is
¢omplotely shut in by fine groves, Khipa was constituted n
municipality in 18077&!1& ‘the’ average municipal receipts
“for tho decade ending. .1901 wero Rs. 6,500. In 1903-04
the incomo was s, 9,000, cctroibeing the privcipal head of
receipt. Thirty years ngo, Khfipn was describéd as one of
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- the most flonrishing towns in the Négpur District, and its Knava.
decrease in population is to bo attributed to changes in the
courss of trade. Ilund cottonswenving, the principal local
industry, was then thiiving, butis now declining in prosperity
owing to the competition of the mille. Khfpais not favour-
ably situated for the lacation of ginning and preseiug
factorics, and is therefore being supplanted by its younger
rivala in the econtre of the colton areca. Cotton clotbs in
sorions colowms for women arc principally woven. Two
weekly  markets are  held here, and the town con.
tains a vernacular middle and girls’ schools, und n dispen-
sary.

IJlohpa.—A townin the Kitol tahsil, Nigpur Diatrict, Monra.

Central Provinces, situated in 21¢ 10° N, and 78° 50’ E,,
21 miles north-wert of Nigpur by road.  Popolation (1001
5,336, Mohpiis not o municipabty, but o town fund is

-raised for sauitary purpores A cotton ginning factory with
4 eapital of abint Re. 85,000 l!n-: heen opened, and another
ig under constinetion  The town it enrronnded by vegelable
gardewr, from which country wgelnblow nre sentifo N(.rvpur
It has a vernacular middle »chnol, LR S

Bowar.S~A town.in the Katol laheil, Nigpur Du,(nct, Mowain.

Central Provinees, sstnatel o0 217 29° N, and 78 27' E,,
38 miles north-west of Nigpur en the Wardhi river
kopbering  Berir.  Population (1001) 4,700, Mowsr wag
ereated n mnmicipality in 1567, and the avernge municipsl
reeeipts during the decade ending 1001 wore Its. 8,600, In
190264 they were lly 4,000, the chief wouree of incoma being
market-duer T BR- o sl dyving mdustry, but with this
exception the jopulation is eololy agricultural,  The tawn is
surronnded by groves snd gandeng on all viden except townrds
the yiver. A Jarge woeokly market ie held here.  Mowir
hina & veraaeulor middle rehool .

Nagpur City.~The hesdquarters of the  Négpur Naeren
Ditriet, add of the Ceutinl Pravinees, situated in 21°9%LT
N.oond 70°7 L., onthe Great Indm_p Peninsuln  Railway,
520 1mier from Bombay, nud on the Sengal-Négpur Railwny,
701 miley from Culeutta, the two lines meoting  here,
The ity stand= on 1 pall ptecan ealled the Nég, Crom which

.
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it takes its wame, Tis site i romewhat low,,sloping to the
south-cast, with an apen plain heyond, while to tho north
and west rise small hasaltic bills, on one of which is situnted
the fort of Srrapardi, on anothor the residence of the Chief
Commissioner, and on n third the great rveservoir which
supplies the town with wator, Négpnr is steadily incrensing
in importance, the population in the last four yenrs of
census having been: 1872, 84,441; 188/, 98,229; 1891,
117,014 ; 1901, 127,734, The population in 1801 included
104,468 Hindus, 17,368 Mubammadans, 436 Pirels, and
8,794 Christiane, of whom 1,780 were Wuropeans and
Eurasians. Nigpur was founded in the beginning of the
18th ceniury by the Gond Réja Bakht Balund It sub<
cequently became the headquarters of the Whonsla king-
dom, and in 1861 of the Central Provinees Administration,
The battles of Sitabaldi and Ndgpur were fought herein 1817,
Two small riots have oceurred in recent years, onein 1896 at
the commencement of the famine, and one in 1899 on the
enforcement of plague measures, but both were immedintely
suppressed without loss of life. Nagpur itsolf possesses no
warcheologienl remains of interest, but some eculptures and
inseribed slabs have heen collected from. various parte of the
Province in the Museum, The city is also singnlarly hare of
notable buildings, and since the Dhonsla palice was humt
down n 1864, thero is nothing deserving of mention. The
residonce of the precent: representative of the Family is situnied
in the Sakardard Bagh, abont a mile from the city, whore a small
monageric ie maintained. But the two fine reserwoirs of
Ambfjheri and Telinkher{ to the west of the eity,, the Jumi
tolao (tank) between the city and therailwaystation, and the
Maharijhigh and the Telinkheri gardens form worthy
mouuments of the best period of Bhonsla rale and
Tnve been grently improved under Rritish administration.
The ,Mnhardjbigh also conlains & menngerie. The bhill
and. fort of Sitabaldi form a small eantoumant at which
ndetnehment of mfnnt\y; from the Kamptee garrism js
? stationed. Nigpur-je. the ho-ulqnlrt.ors of two Volunteor
.Bnttnlmns whososcombined stionath in the stafion itsolf
is five companies,
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Nigpur wns constituted 3 munieipality in 1864, and Nasrom
the avernge municipal roceipts and expenditure for the decade M,,,::,pu,
ending 1901 were Rs.3,28,000. In 1903-04 the incpme wodertakings.

was Rs. 4,688,000, incliding oétroi Rs. 2,831,000, water rate
Rs. 84,000 and conservancy Rs. 26,000 ; aud the expendi-
ture was Rs. 4,61,000, the chief items being refunds Rs. 88,000,
water supply Rs. 91,000, conservancy Rs. 63,000, upkeep
of roads Rs. 15,000, drainage Rs. 14,000, and repay-
mont of loans Rs. 22,000, The water supply 15 obtained
from the Ambsjheri reservoir, distant four miles from the
town; the works were first constructed in 1878, the embank-
ment of the old tank being raised 17 feet, and pipes laid to
carfy water to the city by means of gravitation gt & cost of
% lakhs. In 1890 an extension was carried out at a cost
of § lakhs to serve the’ higher parts of the city and civil
station which conld not previously be supplied through want of
sufficient head, The embankment was again raised by famine
-labour in 1900, and its present length is 1,088 ysrds, the
groatest height being 86 foet. The catohment urea of the
tank is 6} square miles, and the water surface 412
acres. In order to prevent the waterlogging of the site’
of the eity, which is liable to be o result of the constant
intake from an extraneous source of supply, a scheme
for a surface drainage system has now been under-
taken. In addition to the drainage scheme a sewage farm
is proposcd, and the cost of the whole projeot is estimated
at about 10 Jakhe. A concession has recently (1903) been
granted by the Municipal Committeg for the construotion
of 2.systom of electric tramway lines along the principal
‘yohds, r

. Négpur is the leading industrial and commeraial-town of Teado,
the centre of India, its trade being principally with Bombuy. .
The Empress Mills, in which Mr, J, N, Thta was the pnnupal
share-holder, were opened in 1877, and contain 1,400 Jooms
and 67,000 cpindles, their prosent capital being 47 lakhs. .
Their outturn of yarn and cloth for 1904 was valued at 61
lakhs, and they: employ 4,300 opemtwes. The Swndeshf
Spinniug and Weaving Mills were opiened in 1892- with,a
«capital of .15 Inkhs; they have 180 looms and 16,500 spmdles, ~



44 NAGPUR CITY.

Nagron  employ 1,100 operatives, and produced goods to the valne '

Cmr.  of )4 Jakhs in 1904, In nddition to the mills twelve other
cotton ginning aud pressing factories coutaining 287 give
and eleven prosses are now working, with a united capital of
16+47 lakhs. The city contains eleven printing presses with
English, Hindf and Marithi type, and onc English weekly
and two native papers are published besides the Central
Provinees Linw reports. ‘The prineipal hand industry iscotton-
weaving, in which about 6,J00 persons ure engaged. They
produce cotton eloths with silk borders and ornamented with
gold and silver lace. Numbers of orange gardens have boen
planted in the vicinity of the town, and the fruil grown
benrs o vesy high reputation, v

Officials nnd Nigpur is the headquartors of tho Central Provinees
g;".‘:i‘::ﬁm Administration and of all the Provineinl heads of departments,

besides the Commissioner and Divisional Judge, Nigpur Divi-
sion, 2 Deputy Postmaster-General, an Inspector of Schools,
and Execcutive Engincers for Ronds nud Buildings and Irri-
gotion. The Inspector-Goneral of Agrienlture for India, the
Deputy Comptroller of Post Officcs, Bombay Cirele, and the
Archdescon of Nigpur also have their hendquarters here, Tt
contains one of the two Provincinl Luunatic Asylums aed one
of the three Contral jails, Numorous industries aro earried
on in the Ceuntral jail, omong which may be wentioned
printing and binding, wood-work, including Burmese earving,
cane~work and cloth wenving, All the forms and registers
used in the public offices of the Province, nmounting to
about 10 million sheots annnally, are printod or lithographed
in the Ndgpur jail, whioh contains 30 preeses of different
sizes. The Agrioultural dopnriment maintains o aodel
farm which is devoted to agricaltural exporiment and rosearch,
The Victorin Teobmical Institute is now under construction
2 3 memorial to tho late Queen, When finished it
will {ake over the Agricaltiiral and Engincering clnssos in the-
schools, and also teach “variows haudierafts, * Niigpur is tho
headquarters of & Romnn Catholic dioceso and has s Cathedral
oud Convent, Thereis also a Mission of* the Seotoh Free
Chareh, of which the Revoredd Mr. Hiclop, whose ethnogra-
phical and other writings ot {ho Central Provinees ave woll
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known, was for long a member, The Morris and Hislop Nacruu

Collesres prepara candidates for degrees in arts; they sne
aided, buf no! waintained, by Government, oud contvined
207 studeots in 1003.04.  The Morris College nlso preparcs
cantlidates for degrees in Taw, and 12 students an: toking
this course. The other elucational institutions comprise
three aided high cchoole, containing together 404 stn-
dents, nnd besides  aniddle school Lranches attached te the
high schwls, Tour IEnzhsh middle shools, of which
two are for JMulbammadan and Telugn boys, 1espee-
tively, snd 15 primary echools. The St Franez de Sple
and Lshop's ezlionl: are for European boyy, and the St
Joteph's Cunvent sclioal fur girle.  They are attended by
320 children. The spocial institutions consist of male nod
female normal  schiools for tenchers and the agricultuml
tehosl, The two first train students to qualify for tenching
in rugal schoole, They are ontirely supported from-Provin-
cinl revenues, and «ontain $@ male and 1Y% female students,
both clazses of wwhow receive sipends or scholarelnps.  The
agricultural schiool huy 12 etudents; it is connected with
the medel farm and gives metpaction regrrding  improved
methode nnd  implements of apricalture L. subordinate
Government oliciuls and the »on< of Jandowpers.  The
medical institutions comprise the Mayo and Dufferin hospitals
for males and females, with combival acccinmodation for 112
indoor patients, and 9 other dispensarie.,

Narkher~aA town in the Kital talwil of Ndgpur
District, Ceniral Provincus, situated m 21 28° N. anl 7%°
32 K., 4% miley northewest of Népgpur by rond through
Rulmoshwar nud  Sawargaon,  Population (1901) 7,726,
Natkher ia not o manleipality, bud « tewn fund 1v miced for
ianitary purporar. The populntion 15 almeat eololy agrienl-
tural, and the lands enrrounding the town are very rich, (he
ravanun of Narkher village heing the highest i the Nippur
Diddrist, A laspo weckly catt]e wncket is hold bere, and
Lo town cuntaing n vernacular middle schingl

Ramtok Towmn.—~The lvadqguartcre tawen of the Rimtok
talistl, Nigpar Distriet, Central Provinas, sitoated in 21°
23 N.and 797 20° £, 24 giled nertheeart of Nigpor by
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road and 13 miles from Séilwa station. Population {1901)

8,782, The town lies vound the foob of a delnched hill

forming the western extremity of the small Ambédgarh range.

As is shoten hy its name {the hill of Rima or Vishuu) itisa
sacred place of the Hindus, On the hill, stanling abont 500

fcet ubove the town, are a number of temples, which, owing 10

their many coats of white-wnsh, can bo scen gleaming in the
sunshine from a Jong distauce, The priveipal temple is that
of Rim Chandra standing above thé others in the inner
citadel, which is protected by tio lines of walls, hoth of recent
origin, while 2 thirddine ruvs round the Ambila tank ai the fool

of the hill. The tank islined throughout with stone revetments”
and steps; it is enid to be very decp and fish abonnd in

it. From the west end of the tank a long flight of steps leads

up the hill, at the opposite end of which another flight
descends to the town of Ramtck. About 27 fanks in all liave

heen constructed round the town. Rémtek was constituled n

municipelity in 1867, and the average municipal reccipts

for the decade ending 1901 were Rs. §,400. In 1903-04 the

receipts were Re, 10,000 and were derivod waioly from octroi.

A large religious fair is held here in December and a smaller

one in Maxch. The December fair lasts for 15 days nnd a

considerable amonnt of traflic in cloth and utensils talkes place,

dealers coming from Jubbulpore and Mandli. A cousiderable

area in the vicinity of the fown is covered -with betel-vine

gardens.  The varicty colled Fapiéri is chiéfly, grown, and is

much esteemed Joeally, The importance of the to\;h_.’i's‘ now

incressing, owing to the manganese mines which are

worked in the tract ndjoining it. A weekly eattle marketis

held here.  The educational institutions comprise an English

middle, girls’ and branch schools, and a dispensary s also

been established.

Saoner.—A town in the Nigpur tahsil aund District,

"Central Provinees, situnted in 21°28' N. and 78° 55" E,

23 miles north-west of Nigpur on the Chhindwira road.
The town is built on both sides of the Koldr river, the
people on the norfltern hank consistin® of Murithds, and
those on the sonthurn of Liodhis, Xirdrs, and other immigranis
‘from northorn India.  The present name is a corraption of the

\
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old one of Samswatpur or the city of Saraswati, the groddess
of wisdom. Topulation (1901) §,251. The town contuins
an old temple constrieted of Inrge hlocks of stone withont
mortar, and the rnins of o fort aseribed fo the Gaolis. Saoner
wos constitntal o municipality in 1867, and the average
munieipal mevipts for the decade ending 1901 were Re 2,800.
In 1903-04 the incvme wae Re. 5,000 and was derived
ainly from a honss tax, market dues and senis of Jand.
The town isnn imporlant cotfon-mart and poswsses three
ginning Tactorics containing 103 cotton ging, two of which
are combined with cotton presece. The unitad eapital of
theee factories i= about 3% Iakhe, and two of them have heon
opmel since 1900, The Saoner ginning fnctory was started
in 1553 and was the fimt factory in the Nagpur Distriet,
A hand-dycing industry is aleo earried on, in connection with
which A7 { Maorénde citrifolin) wae formerly cultivated ronnd
the town, A fow tree nve #ill left A large weekly eatlle
market is held hore, and Saoner contains aun Loglish middle
rehool and bmech whools, A dispenery is maintained
by the Mission of the Sceoteh Fre Chorch.

Sitabaldi.—~A +mall hill and fort in Nagpur Cily,
Cenimal Provinees, situated dn 21°9 Noand 797 7" K. R
wag the sevne of an dmport it action iv 1517, War lefwoen
{he Britial aml the Peshiwd of Poovn had begun on the
T4th Nevember, huf Appr Sahib, e Dhonddn &R of
Nigpar, was npminslly in alliance with the Bavish and  Mr.
{afterwards Sir Jtichard) Jenking wae Ilesident ot Jis cond,
On the 21th November, however, Appa Sihib raived in pablic
darhir » golden fandard sent by the Peohwd ara the title of
meneralein-chicf of_the Markthi vnnies.  Thit wos lwld to bea
declaration of hofility, and the sbridiary foree at Négpur,
cansisting of the 20th and 24t Madras iufantry, beth very
wesk, 3 troops of Hengal eavalry amd 4 egspounder ganue
seenpied Sitihaldi, » position comsidting of too cminemys
joined hy o narrow neek of groand shout. 300 yarde in Tength,
that to (he north ludog  smstler than the ofher,  Hoers
furing the night of the 26th November aml the following day
they were sldaehed by the Nigzpur froops consivting of 18,660
mun, of whim a quarbr wers Amabs, “:ith 36 prnpr. Numeroun
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charges were repulsed, until ot 9 a. ar. om the 27tk the
cxplosion of an ammunition eart threw the defenders of the
smaller hill into confusion, and it was carried by the cnemy.
The advantages afforded by the position to the British troops
had now fo & large extent been lost, the larger hill heing
within ensy musket-range of the smaller. Officers and men
wore falling fust, and the cvemy began te close in for a
general asssult on the position. At this critical moment the
cavelry commnoder Captain Fitzgerald formed up his iroops

- ontside the Resideney ouclosure helow the hill, where they

had been waiting, charged the enemy’s horse and enptured n
small hattery. The dispirited infantry tock heart an secing
this snccess, and the smaller hill was refaken by a combined
effort. A sccond eavalry charge completed the discomfiture of
the cnemy, and by noon the battle was over.  The British lost
367 killed and, wonnded. Tu a few days the Resident was re-
inforced by fresh troops, and demanded the disbandment « of
the Ndgpur army.  Appa Silib himself surrendered, but his
troops prepared for resistance, and on the 16th December was
fought the battle of Nigpur over the ground lying between
the Nig river, {he Sakardard tank and the Sonegnon road. The
Mamaithd army was completely defeated and lost its whole
camp with 40 clephants, 41 guns in battery, and 23 ina
neighbouring depbt.  The result of this batile was the cession of
all the Nagpur terrilories nortl of the Narbad4, and northern
Beridr, .-

Umrer Town.—The headquarlers town of the TUmrer
taheil, Nigpur District, Central Provinees, situated in 20°
52° N.and 70° 20" B, 29 miles south-cast of Nigpur on

* the metalled rond to Midl in Chinda. Tepulation (1901)

15,043. Umrer 18 the 11th town in the Province in size.
It contning o Mardthd fort and an old temple inside it with
walln 17 feet thicl, which is supposed to have' been built
by Riji Kirn Sih of Chinda in the sixteenth century,
Unarer was created a municipality in 1867, and the average
municipal receipts during the decade ending 19501 wete
Rs. 17,400, In 1903-04 the income wag Rs. 21,000, ang
was pxinci]mll_v, derived from oclroi. The staple industry
of Umrer is the weaving of cotfon cloths with silk borders
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by hand. White loin-cloths with red borders are generslly  Uamen
woven, the thread being dyed withlac. About 10,000 persons Tows.
are dependent on the industry. Umrer possesses English
middle, girls’ and privete UrdG schools, and a dispensary.
A small weekly eattle-market ig held here.

Ohanda District.—The southernmost District of' the gﬁ;‘;‘,’&_
Cenfral Provinces, belonging to the Négpur Division, and Boundnries,

situated between 18°42' and 20° 52 N., and 78° 48’ and 8I° con Bun ok
E., with an area of 10,156 gquare miles. Tt is bounded oh Fiver wystems:
the north by the Nindgnon State and the Bbandira, Négpur
and Wardbi Distriets; on the west and south-west by the
Yeotm4l District of Berir and the Nizém's dominions; and
on the east by the Bastar and Kenker States and the Drug
. District. The shape of the District is an imegular triangle
with its base to the north snd fapering to the south,
where the long narrow strip of the Sironchd tahsil runs down
beside the Goddvari river.  The Wardhd, Prinhita, and
Godévari rivers successively mark the western border, while to
the north the Wunni divides Chénda from the Wardh4 District
for. a short distance previous to its junetion with the Wardhd
river. The western portion, between the Wrdhé and Erai rivers,
and o small strip along the north consist of undulating open
connfry, East of this, to the-Waingang4, the surface is gener-
ally broken either by isolnted hills or small ranges, large: arcas
are covered with forest, and the soil is generally sandy. - The
Whaingangd flows from north to south through the centre
of the District to its junction with the Wardh4 at Seond, when
their .combined streams become the Prinhita, The greater
part of the country cast of it is included in the znmindéri
ctates, afid consists of an elevated platean stretehing from
north to south along the entire length of the Distriet, frém
which again rise numerous ranges of hills, while dense masses
of forest extend over' plafean and valleys alike. As already
noted, threo of the leading rivers of the Province, the Wardhd,
Waingangd and Godévari, are included in the drainage system
of Chénds, while the Sconfith, the largest feeder of the
Mahtnadi, rises in the neith-castern zamindéris. Bach of these
streams has numerous tributaries, {he most important of thoso
joining the Wainganga being the Andhéri, the Botewsbi, the
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Dend, the Garhvi and the Kobragarhi, which with the main river
carxy off the drinage of the central and castern portion of the
District. The chiel afluents of the Wardhé are the Pengangi
and Erai, while the Bandis drains the south-eastern zamindéris
ond joins the Indrivati. West of the Waingangd the princi-
pal hills are the Chimur, Ml and Phersigarh ranges, aud east
of it those of Surjigarh and Tipigarh. The general height
of the plain country is abont 900 feet above the sea in the
north of the District, falling to 668 feet at Chinda and 100 ot
Sironchi,  Except in the open country on the west and north
the whole Distriet is thickly wooded.

East of the Waingangd gneissic rocks constitute the princi-
pal formation, granite, gneiss and quartz being the typical rocks,
To the west of that river the Dislriet is mainly ocenpied by
rocks of the upper Gondwdnn system, consisting of red clay
and soft snndstone, covered by coarse looscly-compacted sand-
stone and shale. Animal remains have been found in three
well defined seins of limeslone. The Wardhit valley conl
field oceurs in fhis Distriet and ocenpies n helt of 756 miles
along the Wardhi river, mnd an aren of about 1,000
square miles. .

The forest vegelation in the District is of a mixed charae-
ter. Teak {Teclona grandis) is falrly general, but is not any-
where very plentiful. The principnl trees nre sj (Terminalia
tomentosa), bijésdl (Pterocarpus-marsivpinm), rokan (Soymida
Jebrifuga), keaddam (Stepkegyne parvifolic), kaldr (Adfna
cordifolia), semur (Bombaz ‘malebaricum) makud (Bassia

‘atifoligh dhanid {(Aunopeissus L&y evia); lendd; (Diospyros
melanoaylon), gardri (Clesstanthus collinus), and palis
(Butee frondosa). Salai (Boswellia serrata) is very abundant

Qg the dry hills and pladenux ; other trees met with are dekrd or

Wstinwood (Chloroxylon Swielenia), reunjhd (dcacin lencoph-
lea), bakerd (Terminalic belerica), siris (Aldbicsia odora-
tissima), katkrd (Garuga pinpala), moyen (Oding Wodier),
ghant or molihd (Schrebera swictendoides), pader (Stereospor-
mum chelonoides), anjan (Torminalia arjunn), and nirmali
(Stryoknos  potatorum). Near willages {amarinds and
mangoes shound, and in the sonth ‘of the Dislrict groves
of-the paln:ym alm (Borassus flabelliformis) ovcur.

R PN
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* Almost all tho wild animals bolonging to the Central lgg::::‘
Provinces ocenr in the Chdnda District, with the probable gaum.
exception of the hunting leopard. Tigers and panthers are
comparatively frequent nnd bears are common in parts. The
bison occurs in suitable forests. The buifalo is only found in the
Ahiri zamindéiri and part of the Ghot porgaua. Sémbar are
fairly numerous in snitable forests, but spotted deer compara-
tively rare. The bdrdsinghd or swamp deor is found in Ahiri
in small numbers, and the mouse deer in the same forests,

Black buck are decreasing in numbers in the open country on
the west. In the Ahiri range is found the large maroon sqmr-
rel. 'Wild pig are numerous, and Inrge packs of wild dogs
have been most destructive to the game. All the nsunl game
birds are aleo found, and duck and snipz visit the District in
considerable numbers in the cold season.
The climate is slightly hotter than that of Nigpur, and gl:;::!:':‘
the heat of the summer months is trying. On the whele, how-
ever, the climate is healthy, and for a rice Distriet malarin s
wonderfully rar>, The antumn monthe are aa usual the most
nnhealthy. -
The average annual rainfall is 51 inches at Chénda and Reinfali.
46 at Warord, TFailures of rainfall have been very infrequent.
Bhéndak, o village near Chéindn, was possibly the eapital History.
of the old Ilindu kingdom of Vikitaks, emhracing the modern
Provinee of Berir and the parts of the Central Provinees south
of the Narbadd and east ns far 48 tho Waingangd. Inscriptions
show that this kingdom existed from the fourth to the twelfth
centuries, or antil shortly after tharise inte power of the Gond
dynasty of Chindn. The Gonds probably beeame prominent
hetween the eleventh and twelfth centuries on the mins of the old
Hindu kingdom. The names of nincteen kings are given s
having reigned from the foundation of the dymsty 1o ¥yEl.,
The Chénda kings are enlled the Ballir Sihi fordgh)
after Sarji Ballir 8ih, the ninth prince, who may have lived
in the heginning of the fifteenth contury,” and who nssumed
this title after proceeding to Delhi.  The eleventh prince, 1ir
Sih, huilt the Chénda citade), and. completed the city wally
which hal been foundel by his predececgor. Ilia grand-
ran, Kfirn Sdb, was prohably the first of the linw to adopt,
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tho Hinda faith. Tho son of this Kdin 84h is mentioned in
the Ain-i-Akbarf as an independent prince, paying no tribute to
Delhi, and having an army of 1,000 cavalry and 40,000 in-
faniry. From the time of Akbar until the days of the Mars-
thiis, tho Chénda princes seem to have boen tolerably in-
dependent and  powerful, for hoth in their own annals and in
those of the Deogarh line, we find them recorded ns gaining
an important vietory over the latter rising Gond power in the
middle of the seventeenth century. Probably it 'is to this
poriod that may be referred the carvings of the Chénda
dovieo, n winged lion, which have lately been found
on the walls of Gawilgarh, a famous hill-fortress on the
gonthern brow of the Sitpuri range, which was for long the
stronghold of Berir. The Gond kings of Chinda are
shown by their architcetural achievements, the seven miles of
slone walls of Chéndy, its fine gates, and its regal tombs,
the stone embankment and remains of the palace on the Janond
tank, and other bnildings, fo lave sifained a compara-
tively advanced degree of civilisation. Their rule was peaceful
and beneficent, they extended cultivation and irrvigation,
and under them the District alinined n degree of prosperity
which has perhaps not since heen equalied. In 1751 the
Oonds wore ousted, und the Distriet passed under the control
of the Mardthds, forming from this peried a portion of the
Negpur kingdom. Chfindn witli Chhattfsgarh was allotted
in suecession to the younger brothers of. £wo of the Bhonsla
Rdjis, and under their wosteful nnd rapatious’ government
the condition of the District greatly deteriorated. In 1817
oconrred the rebellion of Appa Sdhib, and in support of his
eauee tho zaminddr of Ahiri garrisoned Chéinda against the
British, while an nxmy despatched {0 Appa Sghib’s nssistance
by the Peshwd of Poona renched the Wardbd river ten miles
west of Chénda. Tt was attacked and defeated by tivo British
brigades at Péndhnrkawndd in April 1818, aud the British
forces then procceded to Chdinda and, after a fow days' ‘sioge,

carried the town by assanlt, the regular garrikon falling to o
man in its defonce.

From 1818 1ill 1830 the District was administered by
British officors under Sir Richard Jenkins, and subsequently



CHANDA. DISTRICT. 53

made over to Raghnji III, the lnst Bhonsla Riji. :On his %"‘:,:‘,m!
denth without heirs it lapsed to the British Government in 1858.
During the Mutiny the two petty zamindirs of Monumpall{
and Arpalli with Ghot rebelled, and raised n mixed force of
Gonds and’ north-country Rohillas. Two telegraph officers
encamped on the Prinhita were murdered. The disturbance
was put down, and the rebel zaminddrs captured, largely by
the aid of Liakshni Bai, zamindsr of Ahiri. As a reward she
received 67 villages of their forfeited territorics, comprising the
Ghot purgane which the zaminddr of Ahiri holds in ordinay
proprietary right. The descendant of the old Gond ruling
family still lives in Chénda and reccives a small political pension,
first granted by the Mar#thds and continued by the British. In
1860 the British Government obtained by ccssion from the
Nizim his possessions on the left bank of the Goddvari consisting:
of six tdluks, and these were formed into the Upper Godivari
District of the Central Provinces. In 1874 the Upper Goddvari
District was abolished, and four tiluks became the Sironchd
tahsfl of the Chanda District, while the remaining two were
incorporated with the Madras Presidency. It has been de-
cided to transfer three of these tdluks to Madras.!

Chinda is rich In antiquarian remains, the most important Archralogy.
of which are deseribed in separate articles. Of the others but
n bare list can be given. They include the cave temples at
Bhindak and Winjbisani, Dewila and Ghigus; the rock
temple in the bed. oE'the ‘Wardhd below Ballilpur, which during
the flood seasoti 18" seveml fnthoms wnder water ; the ancient
temples at Markawnps, Nerf, Warhi, Armori, Deotek,
Bhatdla, Bnaxpak, Wairigarh, W’ﬁghnak Kesldhort, and
Ghorpeth ; and the forts of Wairigarh, Ballalpur, Khatord and
Scgaon.

The population of the District at the last three enumergtions The people.
hasheen as follows: 1851, 649,146; 1891, 697,6810; 7901,
801,533. Between 1881 and 1891 the growth of population
was 74 i)er cent. During the last decadé-the population has
decreased by nearly 14 per cent. The Distriet had poor erops
both in 1896 and in 1897, and was very severely affected by

"l']ns tmmfm- hml heen sanctioned nml the nmng('mmts for it fwere
under considoration at the tnme of writing (1800).
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famine in 1000, The largest deerenses were in the zaminddris
of the Chiinda and Bramhapur{ {ahsils, which lost by 15)
and 214 per cenb, respectively, while the deeline in the
Bramhapuri tahsil outside the zaminddris was 20 per cent. In
the Sironchd tahsfl the jowrdr erop did not fail in 1807, and
the people gained by the high prices prevailing for produce.
The District has two towns Cnakpa and Warora and 2,584

inhabited villages.

The principal statistics of population,

hased on the census of 1901, are shown below :~—

—] i I'er ccnt T
Arealn Number of * Papulas ILX; ;,J“ ‘i:: N;‘J-‘:}-? .M
Trhedl, equare (. . Popula. i‘:‘;’,‘u’,’;' Ipopalation] e L
rufles. . — t mile. ll;%!;\m ’g.rft:l d
unns, ‘:"N 1901,

Chindn . l 1171 1 swo] e o —eo. s
Warors U yome o mer] el —eo © 3810
Nranthapnrf a7 | 3N 115,000 125" 20 2,019
flronch + 3,0m ‘ T B T ¥ S
Gulrhirll | 3704 e | ey ul oomay ozom
Distrlet Total 0,150 1 2" 26-3| LA &7] —1gB Il M1

The transfer of the taluks of Nugur, Albikn and Cherls
of the Sironchd tahsil covering an area of 393 square miles
and containing 142 villages with 20,218 persons to the Madras
Presulency, which was under contemplation in 1806, has heen
allowed fou in the statistics given.nbove, In 1905 the Ahiri
zamindiri was transferred to the Sivonehd {absil-und a now
tahsil was formed at (x.\rhch.toli'w.ontmmnﬂ‘ the Zmn':'ﬂans of
tho Bramhapuri tahsil and those of thy ph{mdn tabsil ckeept
Ahin, with a stip of non-znnnudun arca.  The corrected
Distiict figures of area and population are 10,156 squaie
miles and 581,318 persons. Lhe statistics éivun. . in the
romainder of this urtiele ure for the Distriet us it stood before
the transfer of territory with the exception of those of density
angl number of villagos.  The density of population per square
mileis 37 persons, hoing the lowest in the Province. The open
country is fairly well populated, but the Jarge zamindiri
areas are for the most part covered with forest and contain
very few inlnbitauts. About 77 per cont. of the popuintion
are ITindus and 21 per cent. Animists. Muhammadans
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number more than 10,000, of whom about a quarbter Cuaxpa
live in Chénda and Warori. There is great diversity of lan- Distrror.
guaage, asof caste, in Chinds, and 63 per cent. of the popu-
lation speak Mardth{, more than 18 per cent. Gondi, 12 per
cent. Telugu, and 5 per cent. the Chhattisgarhi dialeet of
Easlern Hindi. The Telugu population regides principally in
the Sironchi tahsfl, but numbers of persons belonging o
Telugu castes are found in several large villages of the Chduda
tahsil. The speakers of Chhattisgarhi belong chiefly to the
Ambdgarh-Chanki zamindéri in the north-east corner of the
District, which adjoins N#ndgaon. The Marithi speakers
live all over the open country, while the forests east and south
of the Waingang4 are populated chiefly by Gonds.

Brihmans number 5,000 persons and ave the larmest Thoir eastes
landholders, Kunbfs (95,000) and Marithis (1,500) ond ccevm-
together form 17 per cent. of the population. XKohlis namber
7,000, but with the decay of sugarcane cultivation and the
_ repeated failures of rice, they have fallen into poor circum.

stances. Other numerous castes are Ahirs or herdemen,
-(17,000), and Telis or oil-pressers (32,000), hoth of whom gre
-now engaged principally in coltivation. Gonds (135,000)
form 224 per cent., or nearly a quarter of the whole populatien,
-The Mirin Gonds are almost a separate race. They gre
generally tall and well built, in great contrast to the ordingry
type of.ﬂé'i_l’q'z-" “Their marriage is adult, and the consent of
'bho'-‘giﬂ‘"i's essentigl: sexnal. lietnse before marriage is an
ordinary custond, Bitafter miarriage hushands not infrequentjy
murder their wives, if they discover that the latter have bgon
unfaithful. In a District with so many rivers, Dhimgyg
(81,000) or fishermen are naturally numerous and form abgy,
5 per cent. of the population, They are generally in pgor
circumstances, a8 also ore the impure menial easte of Mehygg
(74,000), who constitule 12 per cent. The whold>of -t]q :
Sironchd {aheil is held by a supérior proprietor of the
Velami caste, who resides in Hiyderibad, ~ About 70 per cant.
of the population were retwned as dependent on agriculiyye
in 1901.

Clristiane number 266, of whom 204 are natiyeg, Christian
The Church of Scotland supports a Mission in Chinda Wil T seions.
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CHANDA four schools, while in Sironchii the American Methodist

DisthIcl.  pfission, founded in 18903, has several schools principally for
the depressed Dher boys.

General oxri Black soil is found in the tracts adjoining the Wardhd river,
3:‘::;: " and in the dodb betweon the Wardhi and Erai comprising most

of the Warord tahsil, and north of Chimut. An alluvial belt
of Mack soil mixed withsand nlso ocenrs on the banks of the
Waingangd. Elsewhere the yellow soil formed from metamor-
phic rock is genernlly prevalent. Inferior sandy and stony
soils coveralarge area in the zaminddris. In Sironchd tahsil
a good deal of alluvial black soil is found on the hanks of the
Godivari. Lincced, gram and wheat are grown principally in
the hlack soil lnnds of the Chéinda Haveli and thote adjoining
the Wardhi river, while jowd» is the principal crop in
Sironchit and the Warord {absil, and rice in the centro and cast
of the District,

Chief agn- ‘An aren of 4,851 square miles, amonnting to 43
‘t’:;“‘l::‘f_‘“‘({“' per cent of that of the Distiiet is included in the 20 zamin-
crops. ddri cstates, whilo 9,000 acres are held free of revenue and
8,000 have been sold outright under the Waste Land Rules,
More than 300 squure miles have heen nllotied for settloment
on the ryotwiri system, of which 56 square miles are cultivaied
and pay a revenue of Rs. 21,000, The principal statisties
of cultivation in 1003-04 werd as shown below, areas heing
m sqnare mules s

! Cult Coltar. § .
‘Talisl Total. at cd. Irrigated.] nble ] Yorests,
N g wndbe

Chéndn T 7Y Y T
Warors ., 1,282 914 25 306 846
Brambapuri . 807 202 66 200 ) + H3
Stronehd " 3,005 86 [} 27 430
Garhehirolf .. 3,708 426 61 1,164 819
Total .| 10,166 1612 182 2,422 2672

Considerable areas of land are at present under old and
now fallows, R_ic'o covers 355 square miles, jéwu’a' 349 square

‘
e~

* In the statistics pf cultiwntion and enlturalio waste lemgiven 2,014
equare miles of wadtelond in the ramfudiri estates which havemot been
cadastrally cucvoyed are exeluded from the tots] nreg of tho Disteicts
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miles, linseed and ¢/ 95'squore miles ench, cdtton - 79 £q0are COANDA
DISTRIOT.

milet, wheat 67 square miles and gram 31 square miles. In
recent yenrs the acrenge of the wheat crop has fallen by o
“half, whilo that of jowdr has incrensed by more than 60 per
cent. Jowdr is grown both as an antumn and spring crop,
the Intter predominating. Cotton is also grown both as an
autamn and spring erop, tho latter practice being followed in
the riee country in thesame manner as with joswdr, the reason
in hoth cases probably being to avoid the deleterious effect
which is produced on the plants by a heavy rainfall. The
spring cotton is said to have the stronger staple. 7%l has
become a crop of some importanca in recent years, Less than
1,000 acres are now under sugareane; its cultivation has
deerensed with the unfavourable seasons, owing to the inability
of the local product to compete in price with that from north-
ern India. Bhindak and the adjoining village of Chichordi
contain a number of betel-vine gardens, and the leaves produced
are of good quality. In the zaminddristhe Gonds still practice
dahid or shifting eultivation. A plot of ground is covered with
brushwood, four fo six inches deep. This'is fired just before
the rains, and, when they break, rice is scattered broadeast
among the ashes.  In the second year a small millet is sown,
and the land is then left fallow for ten years, as the available
timber fuel near it has been exhausted, and its transport from a
distance is extremely laborious. Rents are paid by the axe
of land, which is roughly about an acre.

The area of the valuable cotton erop has nearly trebled Ymprov WWM"
in the last few years, while manure is now more largely pmgzulturu
applied both to rice and cotton. In the deende ending 1904
Rs. 92,000 wero taken under the Land I'mprovement Loans
Act, principally for the construction of imigation tanks, :tml
53 Inkhs undor the Agrienlinrists’ Loans Act,

As regards irvigation Chénda is sccond only to Bhandéra Irrigation.
m importance. Ina normal year nearly 280 square miles,
or 22 per cent. of the eropped area, are n-ngated In 1903-04
the 'nren was 180 square mllcs. About ,7,000 acres of this
consisls of garden crops and suaarc:me, and the remainder 6f
rice. ‘Trrigation is applicd in the usial mahmbr from tanks, both
by percolation and-by cutting an outlet in the embanlkinent
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and canying the water to the ficlds in mud chanmels. A
very few of the largest tanks are provided with an inferior
masonry outlet, but most of them have no sluices or permanent
waste-weirs. The supply of water is dependent on a suflicient
quantity of rainfall to fill the tanks, and in years of complete
drought only n quarter of the ordinary aren can be irrigated.
There are neatly six thousand tauks in the District with an
ordinary capacity of irrizating nn average of 24 neres each,
and aboui 1,600 wells, which sapply an acre and & half cach.
The best tanks are situnted in the tract yorth of Mal on both
sides of the Nigpur road. DProfitable schemes for tanks to
irrigate an additional 100,000 acres nt a cost of about twenty
lakhs have beon prepared by the Irrigation department, in
addition to a number of other protective projeets. A scheme
for o canal in the dodb between the Waingangit and Andhidri
rivers has been suggested.

Cattle are bred all over the Distriet in the forest tracts, tho
bulls being selected and kept Tor bireeding, Those used or rice
cultivation are small and usually white, while in the spring-
crop conntey largo hulloaks, like thoso of Berir, nnd usually rod
nnd white or reddish brown in colour, are employed. There is
a considersble difference in the price, and also in the working
life of the 1wo breeds, thoss used in the rice country -heing much

cheaper, and owing to the severity of the work shorter lived.

than the others. Buffloes are used for the carriage of the
rice plnnts in transplanintion, but they are nol much in favone,
Most of the gif produeed is froin huffalo’s mill. Gonts and
sheop are kept m Iarge quantities in Chdnda, the number
of sheep being greater than 1n any other Distaict of The Central
Provinces excopt Raipur  They are kept by the professional
shepherd castes of Dhangnrs and Kuramwirs, and the manure
which they afford is valnable. In Sironchs there is s special
breed of largo straight-haired sheep, gonerally white and some-
Litnes reddish brown in colour They grow to three feet high
at the shoulder, and give two 1o four pounds of mille
which is nsod for the manufncture of g#f. The rams are used
for fighting, and matches are m-r'nu"od on festivals,

The Government forests of Chépda cover 2,672 square
miles, or about 26 per cent. of the area of* tho District. In

on
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addition fo this the zaminddri and milguzéri forests cover gmll’gr !
8,019 square miles. The forests are well distriboted nnd
vory few villages are more than {three miles from some part
of them, The most important tracts are the Ahiri rango
which supplics teak for export, nnd the Moburli and
Haveli ranges which supply the Warors colliery with pit-
props, fuel and charcoal. The ordinary specics of trees found
have alrendy been deseribed. The extensive bamboo forests
west of the Waingangs eceded in 1900, but most of the sced
was destroyed by an inscot, so that thore lias been little
reproduction. A considerable quantity of lac was formerly
gathered, but it was recklessly taken for sale during the
famine, leaving no wood for stock, and the supplies have
consequently been depleted. The forest revenue for 1903-04
amonnted to abouf 2 lakhs, of which Rs. 75,000 were realised
from eales of timber and Rs. 55,000 from grazing fecs.

A colliery has been worked by Government at Warord in Miocwls.
the Wardhs valley conl-field sinee 1871, and the output of
coal in 1901 was about 112,000 tons, which sold for 52
lakhs, the net carnings being nearly 2 Inkhs.  About 1,050
persons are employed in the colliery. The coal is ¢o0ld to the
Great Indian Peninsula Railway, to municipalities for water
works, and to cotton mills and gibning factories. The seams
worked by this colliery are nearly exhausted. Another conl-field
oxists at Bandar about 30 miles north-east of Wharord, which
~ contains three seams with a total thickness of 88 fect. Seams

hate also been found at Ballilpur, six mile< south of Chanda,
at Dudboli, a village ricar it, and at Ghigus on the ‘_Vnr';llui
river. - Jost borings bhavoe been made at Ballilpur by
Governmont, but owing to the proximity of tho river much
difficulty has been found in sinking the pits. A prospecling
Yicense bias been granted for Dudholi, There are old copper
mines at Thanwsgana in the Ghétkul tinet, at Govindpm‘-_;:par
Tolodhs, and at Mendba nenr Rajoli. Yren ores of good quailty; ,
sg‘q'c'ur, the best kiown localitics heing Dewalguon, Gunjosvihi,
Lobéra, Pipalgaon and Ratoapur. The ores at Lohdra and
Pipalgaon contain 69 and 71 per cent. of iron  respectively.
About. 1,150 tons of iron were extracted in 1904 by primitive
chareoal furnaces, but the industry jenot prosperous. Dinmond
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mines formerly exisled on the Séfti river, a tributary of the
Kobrigarhi newr Wairigarh, nnd gold dust is obtained by
washing in the Waingangé and Indrivati rivers, Good huild-
ing etone i found in several localities, and red, yellow and white
clay at Chinda, Limestonte brought from Berfr is. bhurned
at Bhindak, and lime is also proparcd at Ratmapur near
Gadborl and Nawegnon,

The tasar silkworm is bred by Dhimérs in the forests of
{he Wairfgarh and Sindewshi rahges, and silk is woven by
the caste of Koskatis al Chdmursi and one or two other vil-
Inges, It ie principally used for turbans,  Sille loinclotheand |
cholis or bodices for women are woven bya few houses
of Patwiy at Chinda with thread obtained from Beugal;
they are usually red or yellow in colonr. The weaving of sitk-
borderod cotton cloths isa vonsiderable industry, and the pro-
ductsof Chindn wore formerly esported over o lurge ares,
Chdndn, Chimur and Armori are the principal contres, but
thero ate a number of weavers in all the large villages
in the north of the District. The cloths are somelimes
embroidered with gold and silver thread. Ordinavy coavse
cotton cloth js woven by large numbers of Mabars, from
mull-spun thread.  The hetter alass of coloured cloths are woven
with thread dyed in the mills, but thread is fomotimes dyed
binek locally with imported indigo. The inferior cloths are
dyed red and blue in the ordinary manner by Chbipas and
Rangdais, the principal centres being Chénda, Mdl, Saoli, and
Browmhapwd ; but only the poorer clusses wenr cloths dyed by
indigenous methods ag they havea peeulinr odour, Gold and

_silver oraments of a special pattern ave mado at. Chéuda,

speeimens of which were tent to the Delbi Exhibition, . They
are made with o bave of silver on which are fixed picees of
lncquered wood of different patterns, the surface Leing then
covered with gold leaf. Brass and gopper vessels are made nd
Chfinda and Norf in tho Brambapuri tabsil, and also orm-
ments of o mixturo of three parts of brass nnd one of wine,
which axo woin by the poorer classes. Good Inecquer work 3s
tarned out at Pomumnid. Arlioles of bamboo wood nre nlo
Incquored ot Chdnda, Ornamental slippers are made at {he
same placo ; patterns heing worked on thiim with silke theend,
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Warora has & fire-clay -brick and tilo factory worked by ﬁn::_-:::r
- Government in conneotion with the ollfery, awl fwo rolton '
preses tnd four ginuing fackorics have heen spened in the

lagt few years,

The principal exporta by il ate oifscedr, timber, hides Commerce.
and horns, cofton and pulses.  Ricogors chivfly by enrt to
Bersr, Hydonibad, aud Wardha., Sunll quantitis of swheat
ave sametimes sent by ool from the Brambapuri tabeil to
Negpur.,  The oflseaids ate linseed, #e/, entlor und muetard,
while maZud oil iv wow an important product. Cotten has
only o iute prominetee in the ladd ferw year-,  Largequan-
tities of teakewood are sent from Alipillm and from the
rorthoen zamindinis by mal.  Bambons, gnm, mymbalans,
and dae ate abo exprted from the feret near the rilway,
Graes nnd charoal me somelitaes taken fran the northern
vaminddisie forsale in the Raipur Dutnel,  Siviégr horos ave
exporied for the manufactare of kutfo-handles,  The flowers
of the madud are st to Wondhd and Berir,  Saperive
brickv aud tilex are made i the Wamni ealbery, and ase el !
locally aml aleo sout out of the intricd.  Silk-boidercd wloths
ure larpely  exported to Nagpur, Derde and Hyderahid
Leather ~bo< and yopes are rent to Berirg Salt, rugar,
thread, cotton pioce-gonds, mutale and kerorene ol are the
principad imports  The ealt ased 2 sea aalt {from Damlay.
Sugar ¢estes privcipally from the Mauritue, and tea lees
extent from aortlern Indin.  £or or unvelined ragar n
Iarndy imported from Bangulone and northern Judia, the
whale {rade having sprung up within the last i yous,

The Wardhi-Waraed hrauch of the Goeat Tuden Penine oy 0y
suln Railway enters the wnthavertom eorner of the Distriet lwis
with statives ot Negri and Womrd,  An extenston of the
tatlway through Chimla te the coal-minstal Balitlpnr ik now
(1903) nnder eonstzaction.  Nearly the whole externnl trmde of
tho Distried is thromeh Warerd fatish,  Warerd i conneeted by
mrdutled roade with Chindasnd Chimuz, and hy an unmetallsl
om wifh Wian in Rerir.  The Mdl and Shunehi yaade
arcthe mord important yonten tesdding from Chindn to the
istevior of the Districd,  Ie the maing rovon vome prodduce s
oniud by bl v Uie Wainpanpd betwom Rhanlirg and
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cranoa  Armori, and during the famine grain was btougl\tl down to

DigtnIoT.  (xyrehirolf.  The leugth of tmctalled ronds s 79 miles, wnd of
unmetalled 398, and the annual expenditure on maintenance
is Bs. 54,000, The Public Works department has clmrge
of 298 miles of rond ond the District council of 179,
Avenugs exist on 58 miles, Considering its size the District
is not well provided with roads.

Fasine, Previous to the lasl decade there is littlo 1cuml of dis-
tress in Chéndn. The District suffered in 1868 09, butnot so
tuverely as other parts of the Provines, and little or no relick
appears to have heen given. From this date conditions were
generally prosperous until 1891-92, from which year thure
were suceessivo short erops until 1896-07, caused ju three yenrs
hy eloudy and rainy weather in the winter months, and in
three yeors hy premature cessation of the monsoon mainfall.
The failure of 1896-97 was not in itsell revore, as an average
outtarn of dalf the wormal was obéaded from al erope, bl
following on the previous lean years it cnused somo distress.
Relief was principally given by sranting loans for the
construction and improvement ol tanks, The morlality wag
never excessive. In 1899-1900 a complete failure of erops.
occurred and severo famine prevailed, nggravated by epidemies
of cholera and dysentery arising from the scarcity of water, and
32 per cont. of the popnlation werent one time on roliel, Several
road works were undertaken, 54 new tanks construeled, and
238 repaired or improved. The tolal expenditurs was 44 lakhes,

3‘:.::.:; 6::(1 The Deputy Commissioner is aided by four Assistant or

aiaff, Esxtro-Assistant Commissionots, For ndministralive purposes

the Distriet is divided into five lahsils, cach of which s o tahsil-

- dibr nnd naib-tobsilddr, Owiog to the l‘kﬂmt of its forests the .

District has two Forest Officers, both of (ko Twperial servico.

The civil judicial staff consists of 2 District and one

Subordinate Judge and a Muneifl ot ench of the Chanda,

Warord and Brambapuri tahsfle. The Divisional and Sessions

Judge of the Nigpur Division bas juriediction iv Chénda.

The crimoand litigation of the District nye of the.ondinnry #ype.

Civil and Cri-
minn] Justico.

mdﬂgp\ze- During the ten years provious 10 the commencemend of
amnia
tration, the British monagement the collections of Jand revenua averaged

334 Jakhs. The practice was o “iv«. short leages for a
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period of 8 to b years, leaving the pdlel or .village l}eud- gl;:xl;;:n
man from 18 to 15 per cent. of the assets. Various miscel-
lancous taxes and transit dues realised under the Marsthé
administration were abolished when the District became
British territory. * The period of Mardthi administration
from 1880 tc 1854 was characterised by reckless mis-
government. Many of the old hereditary headmen were
dispossessed and their villages made over to Bréhman officials
on n reduced assessmenf, whilein order to make up the loss of
revenue every device was cmployed to extort increased sums from
those who remained. In 1862-88 when the first regular settle-
ment was begun the demand had fallen to 265 lnkhs. The
vevision of agsessment was concluded in 1869, the term fixed
being 80, 20 and 13 years in diffevent areas. The tract
settled for 18 years consisted of certain villages in the
Ghot parguna. The revised revenue was fixed ot 2-64
lakhs, of which Rs. 22,000 were assigned, but this sum
cxcludes Re, 59,000 on account of zamindiri estafes, and the
revenue of the Sironch4 tahsil which then constituted a separate
district, The village headmen were mnde proprietors and
all tenants received occupancy. rights. The Amgaon, Réj-
garh, Ghitkal and Whairdgarh pargenas, in which the re-
venue had only been fixed for 20 years, were summarily
sefiled in 1886—88. On the expiry of the 80 years
settlement, o fresh revision was undertaken ‘in 1898, and
is still (1905) in progress, its conclusion having heen delayed
by the famines. The collections of revenue have varied
ax shown below,’in thousands of rupees :—

.. . l l | LI
o %" | 18s0-81. | 1800-01. | 1000-01. ; 1008.04.
i —_
i
Land revonue ~ 2,78 8,03 219 8,36
/Totnl 1evenu . 0,43 . 782 5,89 8,65

- The management of local affairs outside municipal nress Loeal Bougzl_s
is entrncted to a Distriet council and four loeal boards, ench ;’:%mr“me"
having jurisdiction over onwa tahsfl, while the funds rased
for Sironchd are adminittered by the Deputy Cominissioner.
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The income of the District council for 1903-04 . was
Rs, 54,000, and the expendilore on ecivil works was
Rs, 11,000, on education Re. 21,000 and on medieal relief
Rs. 5,000. Cnaxps und Wanona are manicipal towne,

The District Snperintendont of Police is usunlly aided
by an Assignut, and losa foree of 663 officers and men
iucluding 3 mounted constables, besides 1,889 village watch-
men for 2,68t inhabited villames. Chédnda has a Distriet
jail with accommodation for 148 prisoners including 13
femaler, and Sironché a subsidiary jnil accommodating 53
prisoners, 'The daily average mmmher of prisoners in the
Chanda jail in 1004 was 61, and in the Siranehs jail hetween
3 and 4,

In respeat of edueation Chéndn etands thirteenth in the
Piovinee, about 2 per eent. of the population (89 males and
‘1 females ) heing able to read and write. The perceniage of
children under instruetion to those of school-going ago is 8.
Statistics of the number of pupile under instruction are as
follows : —1880-S1, 8,670 1890.91, 5,495 ; 190001, 5,278 ;
190304, 6,998, including 265 females, The edueationnl
institutions comprise a high sohool at Chinda condneted by
mivate individuals, 3 English middle schools, 4 vermaenlac
middle schools and 114 primary schools.  Thera are feur girls’
scheols in the Distiiet.  Three schoals for boys amd one for
girls are condueted by the Chinda Mission. The expenditure
oun edueation in 1903-01 was Rs. 42,600, of which Rs. 135,000
were provided from Provincial “and loeal funds and
Rs. 4,200 [rom fees.

The District has 14 disponenries, with decommodation
for 63 in-patients. During 1904, 91,306 cases, of which
508 were those of in-patients, were treated in them, aud
1,498 operntions were performed. The expendifnre was
Rs 85,000, of which the greater part was provided from
Provineial and local fands, -

Vaceination is not compulsory in nny part of the Dis-
triet. and only 82 per mille of the population were sueresss
fully vaceinated in 1908-04.

(Major Tucio Swith, Seftlement Report, 1469, A Dis-
triet Gazebteor is heing compiled.)
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Chanda Tahsil—The central tahsfl of the Chindar Dis- Cuanoa
trict, Central Provinces. In 1001 its nxea was 5,058 equare TAusiL.
miles and population 195,386 person=.  In 1905 the constitu-
tion of the fahsil was entirely nltered, the Jarge Ahiri
zamindari esinte being transferred to the Sironchd tubsil, and
the remnining zamind4dr estates with n tract on the easl of
. Chénda to the new Garhehiroli tahsil, The revised nres of the
Chinda tohsfl {r 1,174 rquare miles and its population 121,030
persons.  The popnintion of the nrea now conmstituting the
tahsil was 132,477 persons in 1891, The density of populn.
tion is 108 pervons per square mile.  The tahsfl contains one
town, Cnaxps, the District and tahsl headquarters,
population 17,603, and 81¢ inhabited villages, Escluding
554 square miles of Government forest, 59 per cent. of the
available arca is oceupied for cultivation. With the ex-
ceplion of a small open black soil trmct on the wesléem
border, the tahefl conciefe of rice country and is covered
over n preat part of its area with hill and forest. The
land-revenue demand of the new tahel was approximafely
R«.:60,000 Lefore the revision of settlement in progress in
1905.
* Warora Tahsil—Tht ‘north-western tahsfl of tho Wazosa
Chiinda Districl, Contrl Provinees, Iying between 367 60/ nml Tanmit.
20" 44” N, and 78° 458’ and 79297’ B, wilh an area of 3,2
square miles,  The populalion in 1001 was 184,647, and in
1891 was 144,680, JJM‘ tabsil contains one town, Wanona,
the fabsf] headquattery,” population 10,626, and 408 inhabited
villages. The density of population per square mile is 105
persons.  Exeluding 848 equare miles of Government forest, 71
per cent. of the available area is acenpied for cultivation, Tho
_ cullivated nrea in 1003-0F wae 515 squaro miles. The Jand-

revenne demand in the rame yvar wae Re, 3,14,000 and that
‘for cereee Re. 13,000, The greater part of ﬂlc tahefl is an
open black soil {raet in the valley of the Wardh4 river, bearing
spring erops, and thus differing considerably from the rext
of Chinda which 4+ muinly n rice Dirtrie!, and recembling
tather the ndjoining District, of Waradhs,

Bramhapuri (Brabmapyel)~=The northern tahed) of the ppiamarun:.

Clifndr District, Contral Provinees, In 1901 ity area way

-
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Braamareer, 3,324 gqunre miles and population 220,458 persons.  In 1905

SIRONCHA.

+ a new tahsfl wny constituted at Garhehiroli fo which 2,527

square miles, including 15 zamind4ri estates with a total area
of over 2,000 rquare miles, were {ransferred from Bramhapurds
the Bramhapux{ tahsil at the same time receivinga small acees-
sion of 100 rqunre miles of terrilory from Chéinda. The revised
tétals of area and population of Bramhapuri tahsil are 897
square miles and 115,049 persons. Tho population of the
arca now constituting the tahsfl in 1891 was 144,157,
The density of population js 128 persons per square mile, and
the lahsfl contains 840 inbabifed villages. Its headguarters
are at Bramhapuri, a village of 4,238 pervons, 77 miles from
Chinda by rond. The tahsil contains 4438 square miles of
Government forest, The land-revenue demand in 1903-04
on the area now constituting the fahsfl was approximately
Rs. 82,000. Bramhapuri is almost wholly vice country and
confning & number of fine irrigation tanks in the larger
villages. *
Sironcha.—The southern {ahsfl of the Chinda District,
Central Provinces. In 1801 its area was 1,085 square miles
and its population 51,148 perrons. The transfer of the tiluks
of Nugur, Albdkn and Cherl4 of the Sironehd tahsil, covering an
aren of 503 square miles and confaining 142 villages with
20,218 persons, to the Madras Presidoncy hind been ennctioned,
but further delails of ndministration were being considered in
1906. Yo 1905 an area of 2,603 squaveaniles of the Chéinda
tahsfl, of which 2,600 were contained in the Abiri zaminddri
estate, was transforred to Sironchd. The reviced totals of area
and population of the Sironchs tahsilare 3,096 square miles
and 55,465 persons. The population of the area now constitut-
ing the {ahsfl in 1891 was 51,782 persons. The density of
population is only I8 persons per square mile, and the tahsfl
contains 421 inhabited villages. Its headquarters are situated
al, Sivonchd, a village containing 2,818 persons, 130 miles from
Chinda by road. The aves of Government forest in the new
tahsil is 480 sguaro mifésl, while ‘2,254 squaro miles of the
Ahiri zamfnd4ri are covered by ~tree-forest, socrub-jungle or
grass. - The northern poriion of the tahsfl comprised in the
Aliri zamfndfivi-is one of ghe most densely wooded and spareely
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populated arcas in the Provinee; to the kouth of this, Smoxems.
Sironchd extends in a long narrow strip fo the cast of the
Godfivari, and consists of a belt of rich alluvial soil along:

the banks of the river and ite aflluents, with forests and

hills in the hackgroond  The population is wholly Telugu.

The land-revenue demand of the fabsil was approximately

Rs. 17,000 hefore the revision of seftlement in progress in

1905.

Garhehiroli.—~A falsil of the Chinda Distriet, Central Omu:m-
Provinces, constifuted in 1005, It was  formed by O
taking the zamindiri estates of Bramhapuri, and those
of Chinda, with the exception of Ahiri, together with 1,457
square miles of the #4d7ae or land hell in ordinary proprictary
right from the east of the Chindn and Bramhapuri taheils.
The arca of the aheil is 8,708 square miles, and the population
of this avea waz 135,214 in 1901, and 207,728 in 1894,
The densily of population 13 $2 persons per square mile.
The talisil contains 1,098 inbabited villawes. Its head-
quarters are at Garhehiroli, o villaze of 2,077 persons,
51 miles from Cléinda by road.  The tabeil includes
19 zamindéri estates, lying to the east and routh of the Wain-
gangd river, with an area of 2,851 square mile< and a popula-
tion of 82,221 persons.  Most of thiz area is hilly nnd thickly
forested, the arca of forest in the zaminddris being 000 square
miles.  Onteide the zamindiri cstate< there ure 849 rquare
miles of Government forest.  The land-revenue demand of the
area constituting the tahiafl was approximutely Re, 41,000 in
19038.04, ’ :

Bhandak.—A villagein the Wharord tahail of (‘Mndn PHAXDAR.
District, Contral Provinees, situated in 20° 7' N.and 710° 7 B,
12 miles {rom Warori staiion on the Chands road. It lma
Leen snggocted thyl, BhAndak was the eapital of the old Hindu
Wingdom of Vakftaka or Berir, buf the names are m
canteeled, and na inperiptiona of the Vikdtaka rulors have heen

« Bund here, The namerans ruinedAceaples and feapments of
retiiptare and squancd ftanes show that it maxt af one time hiave
beer B great city., The mont famous domple ot prosent, in
that of Kadari Nfgr or the male temnple, the ahjeet of woiship
hwing o ndy or coliza, sehielt ia #aiil Hﬂhcg{h s;qm\-mn on
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Braxpax,  all public oceasions. The temple itsolf is modern and has been
reconsirucied from older materinle, mony old seulptures heing
built into the walls. To the east of the village near the main
yond is o {ank containing an island, which is conneeted with
the mainland by an old Hindu bridge constructed of massive
columns in two rows, with heavy beams Joid along
their tops to form a roadway. The bridge is 136 feot
long and 7 feet brond. About n mile and a Inif ¢
the south-west of Bhindak,in the hill of Bfjdsan, is a very
curiously planned Buddhist eave. A long gallery is diiven
straight into the hill to o distance of 71 feob, and u¥ thoend
of it is o shrine confaining a colossnl .Buddha seated on »
beneh. Two gnlleries lead off at right angles to tho first and
each of those bes also its shrine and statue. From traces of
inseriptions on the walls the date ol the original exeavations
may be inferred to have been as carly as the second or third
century A, D, In Gooréra, & mile and a hall to the south of
Bhindak, oare the remains of several temples, and caves
and niches hpllowed ont in the rock for the reception of statues,
The principal temple is called Jobndsa’s palace and the two
chicf caves are ealled his big and little fowl-houses.

Cmarpa Chanda Town.—The headquatters town of the Chénda

Town. District, Central Provinees, situated in 19° 57’ N. and 78° 58’
E., at an angle formed by the junction of the Erai and Jharpat
rivers, and 28 miles from Warors, on the Great Indian Penin-
sula Railwny. Population (1901) 17,803, The nameis « cor-
xuption of Chandrapur, the city of the meon. Chénda was the
cnpital of o Gond dynasty, whose supremncy lapted from the
twelfth to the cighteenth eentnrics.  Tho appearance of the city
from without is most pictareaque. Dense fovest strefches to the
north and east, On thesouth rise the blue ranges of Mdnikdrug,
and westword opens a cultivated rolling country with distant
hills. The town itself is surrounded by a continvons line of
wall, erowned with battlements five and a half miles in cirenit,
with crenclinted poarapets and hroad ramparts, traced in re-
entering nngles and semi-civeular bostions.  The thickmess
of tho walls is 10 feet, and for the greater part of the cirenit
they are in n good state of preservation, They were buill
by the Gond kimg Ilir Sgh, a. contomporsry of Akbar’s,
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and repaired by the Mardthds. They now farm an efficient th
protection sgainst the floods which are not infrequently
cansed by the Ermai river, when dviven bagk hy the swollen
current of the Wardhd at their junction. The walls are piereed
by four gateways and five wickets, The most noticeable build-
ings in the town are some tewmples, and thetombs of the Iater
Gond kings  The principal temples arcthose of Achaleshwara,
Mshfkili and Murlidbar. They are geverally plain with
pyramidal roofs iu stops, the only exception being the fane of
Achaleshwara, the walls of which are ¢overed with a multitude
of small sculptured pancls The tombs are plain” snbstantial
buildings, rathor heavy in appearanca. Ontside the walls is
the large Raméla tank, from which water is hrought into the
town in pipes constructed by tho Gonds. Along the pipes ab
intervals are round towers or hathnin, at which ths water
can be drawn off and asrried into small reservoirs. Outside
the town fo the south-cast, snd lying on tho ground, is
2 collection of colosenl fipures of Ilindu deitjes carved
from the basalt rogk and loft lying éx site. The
largest of thom mepsures 26 X 18 x 3 feat. They are
known ns Rayappi’s idols, and thé story is {hat they
wero prepared by a wealthy Komati named Rayappi, who
intended to build a gigantic temple to Siva, but died before
he could complete it. The greater part of the space inside
the walls is vacant, and ~ome of it is sown with orops, though
suburbs have grown up outside the walls, '
Chénda was constituted n municipality in 1867, and the
average muoicipal receipts for the decade ending 1903 swero
Rs. 32,000. The income has largely cxpanded in recent yenrs,
and in 1903-04 amounted to Rs. 48,000, being chielly derived
from octroi. The tradeof thetownis now much less than it
was, but Clidnda is still the commercial centre of the District.
It has alsa several hand-industries, among which may he men-
tioned cloth-weaving either of silk, or of cotfon with silkc
borders, dyeing, the manufacture of ornnmental slippers, gold
and silver work of o paculiar pattern,.bamboo-work, and carpen-
tering. A large annual fuir is hie)d just outside the Achalosh-
wara gnte in the month of .April, the totul attendance ai
which is estimated at 100,000 persons, »Catile, tobacen and
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garlic ere the principal avticles sold. Chéndne posresses & high
school, supported by private subseription, with 63 students,
an English middle and various other schools, and two dis.
pensaxics. The piscopal Church of Scotland hos establishied
a mission station here, and mainfains three schools.

Markandi—A village containing 211 persons in the
Garhehiroli tabsil, Chinda Distriet, Central Provinces,
situated wn 19° 41 N, and 79° 50" K., 56 miles south-cagt
of Chiinda by road. Thevillage stands on a bluit overlooking
the Waingangd, and is remarkable for an exiremely pictnr-
esque gronp of temples  They are gnclosed in & quadrangle 196
feet by 118, and there are about twenty of different sizes and
in different stages of preservation. They aro richly aud
claborately sculptured, and are assigned to the period of the
10th and 11th centurics. The wall surronnding them is of
a primitive type, and probably mueh older. The largest and
most elaborate temple is that of Markandn Richi, There are
also rFome curions equare pillars seulptured with figares of
roldiers nnd prohubly more ancient (han fhe {emples. A
religions fuir is held annunlly ot Mérkandi in February and
March lasting for abont n month. The great day of the fair
is tho Sivaritri Iestival, when the atlendance amounts {o
nhout 10,000 poreons.

Warora Town. —The headquarters town of the Warord
tahsil, Chéinda District, Ceniral Provinees, sitvated in 20°
14N, and 19° V' B, two miles from the Wardhd river,
Itis the terminus of the YWardhi-YWarord branch.of the
Great Indian Peninsuln Railwuy, 45 miles from Wardhd and
517 fiom Bombay  An extension of tho railway from Warord
to n point heyond Chénda has recently (1004) been begun.
Population (1901) 10,626. Warorfi was constituted a muni-
cipabty an 1867, and the avernge municipal receipls for the
ten yehrd ending 1900 were Ws 22,000, In 1903-04 the
ncome had inereasel fo Rs 32,000, being prineipally devived,
from oetrgi. Wator is obtained from a laige tanlk, nutm!c
the town, and carriad into it in pipes  Wareid is the Hfiition
at which the bulk of the produce of the Chinda District, and
much of that of 4he adjmuing Veotmdl District of Bevdr
reaches the milway. A Government colliery has heen worked
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hege for the.last 36 yenrs., In 1908-04 the ontpnt was 117,000 '}\'Anoua

tons of coal raised atn eost of Ks. 2-15-4 per ton. The
carnings for the year amounted to 54 lakhs and the expondi-
ture to 37 lakhs, giving o return of 114 per cont. on the
capital expenditure. The supply of eoal is now almost
exhausted. About 350 miners are emplnyed. The coal iy
sold to the railway, und to tholoeal mills and factories
In connection with the colliery a fire-clay brick and tile factory
has been established, the output of which in 100+ was valued
at Rs, 42,000, A gimning and pressing factory belonging
to the Empress Miils, Ndgpur, with 14 gins aud one prees
was opened in 1908. It has a capital of aboul a lakb of
rupeesand dealt with cotton to the value of Rs. $5,000in
the first year of working, Anothér cotton press nnd three
gioning factories have sinee been constructed. Warord
posscsses  English middle and girls’ schools and two
dispensaries.

Bhandara District.—~A District in the Ndégpur Divicion “ﬂ-\!‘l’-\m

of the Centra! Provinces, lymmg between 20° 40°and 21°47° N,
and 79°27' and 80° 40’ E., in the castern portion of the
Négpur plain, and separated from that of Chhattisgarh by
the Sitpurd range on the north, and by a line of broken
hill and forest country further south. Throogh a narrow gap
of plain botween the bills on the north and south pass
the Bengal-Ndgpur Railway and’ the Great eastern road.
It is bounded on the north by the Bilighit and Sconi
Districlg ; on the werd by Nigpur; ont thesonth hy Chanda;
and on the cast by the Fendatory States of Chhuilhadin,
Khairigarli and Néndgaon. The area of the Diatriol
is 3,065 square miles. The surface is generally open and
level, being liroken only in a few places by irolnted rangen of
hills,  Tho lowest and mos! northerly of theso is the
Ambigorh range, an outlior of the SAtpurde, which enters the
.Dmtnct from the west,and trending in o nor(.h-ensierly direes
tion onts off the valley of the BAwnnthari river from thorest of
the Dietrict. Soon after entering Bhinndéra the ridpe ix evowned
by the fortress of Ambigarh. In the centre, running from the
cast of Bhandira town to the mihisy near Gondif, is the
Gaikburi range o elustor of low peaks surrounded by irrepulor
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furest, dountry, The points of Lendejhari (1,409 foel) and
Jimri (1,712 fect) ro the hLighest. Just west of Dheuddra
the Ballghi rongo, consisting of n few sondstone bille capped
with granite, and overhanging the ocustorn roud, forms o
prominent feature in the fandecaps. Lmstly, in the south-
eost lio the Nawegnon or PartAbgarh hills, the highest yart
of the District. Among them, under n sevon-peaked mass,
locally known as the hill of the seven sisters, is the Nawegaon
lake, and ou sn outlying bluff of this cluster stood the old
fortress of Parldbgarh (1,842 feet), The peak of Nishini is
2,314 feet high, In the extreme sotuth-west near Paun{ thero
18 an jeolated clump of hills, and in the north-cast the Sdtpurd
range takes in tho corver of the District formed by the
Sglekass and Darekasi zaminddris. The main river i the
Waingangs and practically all the others are its tributaries,
The Whaingangé enters Bbanddra on the north-enst, nnd
flows dingonally across until it passes within a mile of
Bhandara town on tho eouth-west, its valley lying botween
the Ambigarh and Gaikburi ranges, After this it flows to
the south, forming [or a short distance the boundary
betwaen Bhanddra and Nigpur, and then turning southeesst
apain outs off the small and fertile sirip of Pouni {rem the
rost of tho Distriet. Its width in the Distriet is generally
500 yards, but opposite Pauni it broadess to imlf o mile.
Daring the open scason ii comsists only of o Emall and
sluggish stream overywhere fordable, and contaiving ab
intervals deep poals full of fine fish. The principal affwent
of the Waingongé is the Bigh, which rises in the Chichgarh
zamfodari, south-esst of the Partibgarh range, end flows

almost due north for a course of 70 miles forming for come

distange the boundary botweed Bhanddra and Balighdit. b

joiug the Waingang4 near Beni, being orossed by the new

- 8tpurd railway just bofore its junotion. "Ancther tribmtary
_ on She left bank is the Chilband, which riges'in the Gaikburi

rafige and flows routh, crossity the Greal castern rond atr
Buongf, where it is epanned by alavge bridge. The Piugoli
rises near Tumsar, and joins the Bigh near Kamtld'sh the
border of the District, On the right bank ‘the tribataries
a1é tho Chundan, which flows past Wirdseon and Rémpaild
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and meets the Waingang4 near Saonri, the Bidwanthari flov-
ing down from the Seonf District and joining it at Mowdr,
ond the Siir coming east from Nigpur to a junction not
far from Bhandira town. The valleys of the Waingangd
and Bégh have been colled the lake region of Nigpur, from
the number of large artificial tanks which have been built
for irrigation and form a distinctive foature of the conntry.
The most important are those of Nawegaon, with an aren of
5 square miles, and Seoni with o circumference of more than
7 miles, while smaller tanks are counted by thousands.
These large tanks bave been constructed by members
of the Kohli caste, and, though built without technical
engineering knowledge, form an enduring monument to
the natural ability and indostry of these enterprising cnlti-
vators, The Jarger tanks are irregular lokes, their banks
formed by rugged hills, covered with low forest that fringes
the waters; while dykes connecting the projecting spurs from

the hille are thrown athwart tho hollows. - The S#koli tahsfl

or southern .portion of the Distriet consists largely of hill
and forest, Elsewhere the country is for the most part open
and closely cultivated, and the expanses of rice and wheat-
fiolds thickly stndded with fruit-bearing trees and broken
by low flat-topped hills present a pleasant and prosperous
appearance,

BHANDARA
Drgraror.

The main formation in the valley of the Waingangh Geologs.

consists of basalt and other igneous rocks, whilein the eastern
and sonthern part of the Distriet it changes to metamorphic
sandstone. Beds of Interife are common in all parts. In the
isolated ridges and hills round Bhanddra a close-grained sand-
stone is found which makes a good building stone.

The forests generally cover and strround the hill ranges, Botnny

but beyond the Partdbgarh range n broad belt of -junglo
extends from Owidra amd Amgpggoun in the north, round the
easfern and southern border of the District to- the
Chiilband. Teak is found on the higher hills, and bamboos hre
abundant. The other leading timber trees are sdj (Terminalia
tomenioa), lendid " (Lagerstramia parrv‘lom) and &fj4adl
or benld {Pterocarpus marsupium), ' Much of the zamin-
déri forest consists of salai (Boswellia' sorrata,) . n JSreo of
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very little value.  Blakud (Bassia latifolia) is nbundant in
the opon country and the usual fruit-bearingund sacred trees
surround the villages. Tho grosses called kusal and ghonde
are principally used for thatching, and musydl for fodder,
Kdns  (Sacckarum sponfanemm) sometimes invades the
wheat fields.

Bison occur in the Gaikburi and Partibgarh ranpes
and instances have been known of wild buffalo entering the
District from the south. Tiger and panther are found-in
most of the forests. Snipe and duck are fnirly plentiful, and
large fish are obtained in the deeper reaches of the Wainganga
and in Nawegaon tank.

The climnte is slightly cooler than that of Négpur, and
the highest temperatare in the hot weather months is usually
not more than 112°  The nights, if the sky is clear, are
neatly always cool, In winter the nights are cold, though it
naver nctunlly freezes. Malarinl -fever is prevalent from
Angust to the end of tho year, especially in the south and
cnst.  Scvere epidemies of cholera wsmally follow yenrs
of sennty rainfall. .

Tho avernge nnnual rainfall is 55 inches; the Tiror4
tahsi], situnied in the open country to the north, gets a smaller
rainfall than Bhandéra and saffers most. in vears of drought,

Nothing is known of the enrly history of the Distriet
except for a vagne {mdition that al one period it was held by '
Gnolf kings. Tu the soventcenth century the open country
in the north was included in the ferritories of the Deomarh
Gond dynasty, snd the fort at Ambigarh stems {o have been
bwlt by the Pathin governor who held the Dongartdl cstate
in Seonf nuder the Gond R4js Bakht Buland. The eastern
and eouthern portions of tho District were at this time covered
with continunus forest, but the fnet that some of the zamivddrs
formerly held deeds granted by the Garh-Mandlf dynasty
sliows that theso territories wera nominally under their juris-
dietion, while the present zamindir of Chfchgarh bholds a
patent from the ChAndn kings. In 1748 Bhandér,
with the rest of the Deogarh territories, hecnme part of the
Négpur Marithi kingdom, but was at first governod by
kamashddrs or subordinate revenué oflicials who were controlled
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from Nfgpur, and whose charges, ten in number, ‘:"‘“’ B“B;Nn’;:;“
assigned as appanages to difforent officers of the court. The
present town of Bhandéra was constituted tho District hend-
quarters in 1820, when » European officer was appointed os
Superintendent under tho temporary ndministration by Sir
Richard Jenkins. Soon affer the Marithd aceession, n Kunbi
pdtél, who bad rvendored some sorvices to Chimmdji
Bhonsla on his oxpedition to Cuttack, received as a rewnrd
o grant of anthority over the enstern part of tho District
with instructions to tlear the forest and bring it under culti-
vation. ‘Thisgeant led to the rise of the zamfnddri family of
Kdmtha, which by 1818 had extended their ]unsdxcuou
over n thousand square miles of territory comprising about
fourteen of what are now the zamindiri estates -of Bhan-
dira and Dilighdt, the ancestors of the present zamin-
dfirs having held their estates in subordination to the Kémtha
house, In 1818 Chimni Patel, then zaminddr, rose in
support of Appa Sihib, took the Margthd governor of Linji
prisoner, nnd garrisoned n number of the oxisting forts with
his retainers. A small expedition wus despatehed against
him from Nagpur under Captain Gordon, which, after & suc-
cessfnl engogement with four hundred of the zamindér’s levies
at the village of Nowargaon, stormed Kdmths and took
Chimpi Pétel prisoner. The Kémtha territories wore made
over to the Lodbi zamindir of Warad, who had afforded
assistance to the British and whose descendants still hold the
zamindiri, Somo years afterwards the znmindsri of Kirpi-
pur, now in BAligh4t, was conferred on the deposod Kfmtha
family. The subsequent, history of Bhanddrn boy been the
same as fhat of the Ngpur kingdom, and on the death of
Raghuji III, the last R4ji, in 1863, it becamo British
territory, Doring the Mutiny tho peaco of the Distriet was
undisfurbed, In 1867 the Lfnji traot and soveral of the
zamindfris were foken from Bhandfra to form part of She
now Bildghit District, ‘ .. v

,An old cromlech and ntonc pillars are eituated at Areirology.
Txllohi Khairf, nand some remains of magsivo stono Luildings
at Pndmdpur near Amgaon. OId temples, most of thom of
the kind called Memddpant?, built without mortar, are
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to bo found at Adysl, Chakaheti, Korambi, and Pingli, a
saburb of Bhandira. 'There are a number of forts, the
prinoipal  being those of Awmbdgarh constructed by the
Mubammadan governor of Seoni; Chandpur snd Bhandérs
traditionally asoribed to the Gaolis; Sangarhi and Partgb-
garh built by the Gonds; and Pauni constructed: by the
Marfthds. - The fort of Ambégarh was used ns o prison by
the Mardthds, and it is enid that ~eriminnls were sent there to
bo poisoned by being compelled to drink the dark and stag-
nont water of the inner well of the fort., This fort and also
that of Tauni wero hold agninst the British in Appa Sibib’s
rebellion of 1818 and were assaulted and carried hy storm,

The population of the District at the last three enumerntions
wasasfollows: 1881,683,779; 1891, 742,860 ; 1901, 663,062,
Between 1881 and 1891 the inerease was somewhat smaller
than the Provincial average, partly owing to emigration
to Nagpur and Berdr. During the lsst decade, thoro was
some emigration to Wardhfand Berdr, and the District suffor-
ed from partial Tailures of cropsin 1895 aud 1806, being very
severely affected by fomine both in 1897 and 1900. The density
of population per square mileis 187 persons. Under Eavourable
ciroumstancos the Distriet could probably support with' esse a
donsity of more than two huudred. There are three towns,
Bnanpara, Pauvm and Tomsar, and 1,686  inbabited
villages 'Villages in Bhanddra are generally of o compara-
tivoly largo size, the proportion with n population of 500 or
more persons belng the highest in the Provinee, The principnl
statistics of population in 1801 are shown bolow :—

Number of . Ptrccq}l- Nem
. e 0 vmber
Aty Popale- {'ﬁ,’;,“;:"‘“ leatiation lof poraars
Tabefl. in Muaro tion. | equato |18 }mxml- avle o
miles. Vil mile tion be- | resdand
TOWNS, | 1agor * liween 1500 write,
. and 1001, .
Bhavdim v 1,088 3 507 ] 204,163 187 | =10 6,254
Tlrork " 1,823 ™ 671 ] o161 220 | 120 6,268
Békoll . 1,610 © BSTY 165,303 09| ~05 4,236
Distriet Totl .| 3,93 sl ams ) eos00 w7 ~107{ 16,746
- '

X
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iat 774 pra cent. of the nuvmluu

The statistics of languawe show tl Busnan,

populntion speak Marathi, und 134 per cent. IHindi and
Urdd; of the remainder 56,000 persons, or 79 per cent. of the
total number of Gonde, speak ‘Gondi. About 88 por cent of
the population are Ilindus, and 10 per cent. Animists. Munbnm-
madans number nearly 13,000, of whom 3,000 live wm
towns. Until recently there were n conside able nnmber of
Muhammadan cotton cleaners, but with the introduction of
mill-spun thread this industry has declmed.

The principal castes of proprictors are Marithd Brihmans 'n,im castes

(8,000), who possess 340 out of 1,917 revenun vilinues, Pon- A
wirs (63,000) with nearly 300, Kuntis (79,000} with about
200, Lodhis {18,000) with 166, and Kohlis (11,000) with 136,
The Marithd Brabmars obtained their villages under the
Bhonsla dynasty, when they were empleyed ns revenne offi-
cinls, and citber nesumed the management of village: or made
them over to their relations The three great cultivating
castes aro Ponwfirs, Kunbis and Kobhlis, the Ponwidrs being
traditionally skilful in growmg nece, Kunbis with spming
crops and Koblis with sugarcane. The skill of the Pomwirs
al irrigation is proverbinl, and it 1s emd of them that
they can cause water to flow up a hill. 'The Kunbis
sre doll and heavy, with uo  thought beyond their
wheat and bullocke. The Kohlis live chiefly in the
Chandpur tract of Bhandéra and the Sikoli tabefls. They are
ot o prosperous ns they formerly were, when Kohli
Pitels buill the great tanks nlready mentioned, The
Lodhis (18,000) ate not important numerically, but they
hold some fine citates, notably the zaminddri of Kimthn with
an income of over  lakh of rupees. Gonds number 70,000
or about 104 per cent. of the population, and Halbds 17,000
Several of the znmindars belovg to cach of these eastes, the
Gonds being genenlly seriously nvolved, and the Mialbds
eomewhnt lers £o, though they arc wot usually prosperovs,
The Gonds suffered sevorely in the famines, The menial
weaving and hhourmrr enste “of Mehrin is ropresented hy
118,000 persons, or nmrly I8 per cont. of the population,
About 72 par cent. of the whole popnhhon are shown ns de-
pendent on agricallure, *
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Christians number 319 ixlcfuding 286 natives, of wlhom

.the 1anjorily belong to the United Free Church of Scotland

Mission, whioh has beev established n Bbaudérm since 1392,
and maintaios a hospital, un orphanage, and schools for boys
ond girls. A braneh of the American Pentecostal Baptist
Miesion bas recently been openad in Gondid. '

About 53 per cent. of theroil of the Distriot is thut eallod
morand or black and nearly black soil mixed with lmestone
pebbles or sand, The best black soil or Zanlidr ocoupies 4}
pet cent. und is alluvial, heing found in the tracts bordering
on the Waingang4, especially round Pauni, where the Wain-
gangd takes a sudden turn, and the deposit of detritus
hug inerensed. Further east, yollow sandy roil, which
gives & large roturn to irrigation, generally predominates and
covers 31 peor cent. of the whole eultivated avea, The quan-
tity of inferior Jand is therefore comparatively small,

Of the total nien, 1,479 square miles or 37 per cent. are
comprised in the 28 zamindiri estates to which, however, it
has been held that the custom of primogenitore does not
apply, while 05 square miles are beld wholly or partially free
of revenue by members of the Bhonsla family, aud §,000
neres have been sold outright under ihe Waste Lnnd Rales,
The balanee is held on the ordinary tenurcs, The chief
statistics of cultivation in 1003-02 weroas follows, avens being
in squara miles s—

3 .

tete & | Cullor
Tahsfl. Total, | P tericated] able  Porests.

¢ waste. |

1 {

! =M .
Dhanddra o] 1088} 453 35| =208, 208
Tirors wl 1328] o67| 4] am| 88
siiii © W 1pi0| se] b3 wwl 20
Total .. 8865{ 1496] 1%8 1,523‘} 532

A Inrge qunnhty of woste lond still {herefore mmmns,
oud as very littlo inferfor soil bas been h!rourrht \mde;,if\c
plongh, it wonld nppear ihad there must be eonsxderg}glls pe
for extension of cnltivation, RICO ogeipies Be&sqtme miles,
Jowdr 168, wheat 135, gram 70, Jinsecd 116 <and pulses 254,
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In recent years wheat has to somo extent been supplanted by g;;‘:gg_:l

jowdr, and while the atea under rice hos considerably fallen
off,"this bas only ton small estent been counturbnlaneed by an
increase in Aodon. About four-fifths of all the rice grown is
transplanted and the balanee is broadeast. Wheat is grown
principally in the Paani, Tufnsar and Rimpaili tracts and
small cmbankments are often constmeted for wheat fields,
especially when rice is grown as o yotation erop with wheat.
Jowrdr is frequently sown as n spring crop in Bhandérs, as the
rains are frequently too heavy to allow 1t to succced as an
autumn crop.  Linscad, gram aod the pulse tinrd (Latliyrus
sativns) are grown ns fecond crops in rice fields, Sugareane
was formerly nn important erop in Bhandéen, but the area
onder it has deereazed in recent yeare, nnd in now only abont
1,600 acres or less than a thicd of the former total. Ginger,
oranges and plantains arc grown in the villages of Jim and
Andbirgnon and sent to Nigpur,

The practiec of growing sceond craps in tice ficlde and of Tmprovemnents
irrigating rice hias grown up since 1864, In a favourable :.:1"::::}::'
year second erops nre grown on as larze an nrea as 341 square
miles.  An inferior variety of sugnrcano enlled Aaflai which
givez only half the nsual oulturn of sugar, Imt is easier {n
cultivate and less liable to damacge by wild animals, has heen
grenerally ndopted in preference to the enperior eance,  In the
decade ending 1204 more than 14 lakhs were advanesd under the
Lond Imprévément Toans Act, principally for the construction
of irrigation fanke, nnd nearly 8 lakhs under the Agricul.
tariste” Loans Act, of which 3 Takhe were wiven ont during
the rearcity of 1902.08. A considerable proportion of thia
Int{er Fum was oxpended in agrienltural improvemente,

No good eattle aro bred in the Distriel, eseoptsin.efhe Cattlo, pankes,
eranll forest tract to the north of the Ambigarh range Nahppe P TP,
there aro professional breeders of the Golar enste.  The, herde™
from here are taken to Baihar for seazing during six mon

+of, the year, Elsewhere no care is exercised in hreeding,
ang gthe typotprduced in poor. Bullocke are imported
fmnﬂ; (dnker and Bantar”'States and from the S4tpnes
Distriote, o] fihindwhra arld *Sopnf, for rien cullivation, and
from Derdr in: the' ‘‘ring erop rares,  Buffalors are
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used for ricc cnlivation and also for draught. They
are not largely bred locally, the young males being
imported from the northern Districts. They are slightly
mort oxpencive thun Lullocks, and are ususlly kept in
combination with them, and are used for tho beavy work
of transplantation and harvesting, There nre very fow sheep,
but wumbers of gonts are bred by oidinary agriculturists
both for food and for religious offerings.

The District of Bliand#ra has a larger irrigated area than
any otherin the Provinee, ns much ns 370 square miles, receiving
an artificinl supply of wnterin a normal year. This ropre-
sents nearly a quarter of the net area under crop, and nearly
half of that under rice, which, with the exception of a few
thousand ncres of sugarcane annd vegetables, is the only
ciop to which firigation is applied. In 1903-04 the irri-
gated area was 127 square miles, The water for irrigation
18 accumulated in villnge tanks of the ordinary kind and
cither porcolatee through the embankment or is drawn off to
the fields by channels constructed of enrth, from outlets cnt
in the contre or side of the embankment. A few of the
large reservoirs, such ne Nnwegaon, Seoni and Sirognon,
havo rovgh masonry sluices. A system iz aleo practised of
construeting small embankments to hold up water temporarily
during the moncoon months; in Septcmber and October
those are cut, and the wator taken on ‘%o the rice fiolds, while
wheat is eown in the bed of the tank. Irngnhon is at
present almost entiroly depondent on » sumc-xent"s(tmﬂ\‘
of rain to fill tho tanks at some poriod Juring the moticoon,”
and in 1899, when thero wns n complotefilure of the
rginfall, only about 4 per aent, of the mormal cropped aren
could b suppli-1 with water. The configuration of the
country and the hill ranges traversing the District, afford o
mmlu t'of favourable sites for large storage reservoits similar
‘to those already consirueted by the people, and several pro-
jeets of this nature have been prepared by the Irrigation
dopnrtinent.  The construction of the Kheirbundf tank to
protect 4,000 neres is nearly comploted. ’

Government forest covers 532 sguare miles, of which
all but & are resorved forests. The chicf areag pre situated |
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on the Ambdgarh, Gaikhuri and Partdbgarh ranges, and 3’.’::’{1'332“
there is a small block fto the west of Pauni. Tho bhigher )
lovels of the Gaikhuriand Partibgmh hills contain a certain
amount of teak, Elsewhere tbe ordinary mixed species are
found, Bamboos are abundant. The bulk of the revenue
comes from timber and bamboos, and the iest from the
usnal minor forest produce, The value of forest produca
sold in 1903-0% was Rs. 45,000. Besules the Government
reserves, the District contains 946 square miles of tree forest,
privcipally in the zamindéris. Some teak-forest is found jn
Darckasi and Silekasd.
The m-mganeso ores in the Distiiet are now ieing Mumeraw,
worked by a European firm, the prineipal deposits lLeing near
Tumsar. Ahount 150 lnbourers are employed, and the output
for 1904 was 8,558 tons. Deposits of 1ron ore of a saperivr
quality exist in severnl villages 1n the Tirord tabsil, and
are worked to n small cxtent by native artificers. A little
gold is obtained by washing in the Sonjharl Dudli river,
The weaving of silk-bordered cloths is a substantial in-Arts and
Manufactuses,
doetry in Bhanddra, and has not yot been serionsly affected by
flie competition of thomillz. The principal ecentres are Bhan-
diira, Pauni, Mohin and Andbdrgron, und the total number
of persons employed is about 0,000, Fine cotlon cloths
are woven with volmgcd silk borders, usmally red, and
the weavers in I’nnm wse'counts ns fine as 80%s. The silk
m@ coraes from Assmn throngh Nsigpur ready dyed.
Ot .u'y “Suntry cotton eloth is nlso produced in consider-
"nbl ‘quantities by “Mehrs, who live in large numbers in
Tumsar ngﬁfhe surrounding villages. Cotton cloths are
dyed with importéd materials in n numbor of v lages, abont 500 -
persons heing employed in this industry in Beni, In Bhandém
all kinds of braes veseels are mndc. Stone jars aro lurn,-d out
in Kanerf and cart-wheels in Tumenr,  Soft grass mn’l‘iuvv
bedding is manufactured from o grass called arkfmdsa, and
bomboo baskets aud matting n16 madoina number of villages,  Commerco,
. Rice is the staplo export, nnd is semt to Bombay
for the foreign trade, und olso fo Nfgpur and Borir,
Wheat, gram, the pulsu urad and vilseeds are nlso exporled,
Jhese grains being geénerally tuken Ly .earl from Paunf ‘o
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Nagpur. Of the forest produce teak and benld { Plerocarpus
marsupium), timber and bamboos, and makud, myrabolams,
hides and wax are generally oxported ; and various articles
of local manufacture, us brassware, silk-bordered cloths and
sbone jars, nre sent to neighbouring Distriets. In the last fow
years there have been considernble exports of manganese,
Cotton piece-goods are imported from the Nigpur and Bombay
mills, and English cloth both from Bombay and Caleutta
Yarn is obtained from the Nigpur and Hinganghdt mills,
Kerosene oil is brought from Bombay and is now solely used
for lighting. Sea salt is brought from Bombay. Mauritius
gugar is principally nsed. Gur or ubrofined sugar is both
produced locally and imported from Bombay and the United
Provinces. A certain amonnt of jowar and the pulse arfar
is brought into the District for consumption from Berfir
and Nigpur, The principal crading stations aro Gondig
and Tumsar, and after thom Tirors and Amgaon. Tumsar
is the centre for the part of the District north-west of
the Waingang4, aud for the adjoining tracts of Seoni and
Béilighit. South of the Waingang# tho trade of the Tirord
tabsil on both sidesof tho railway goes to Tirord, Gondid
and Amgaon according to their relative proSimity.

The Bengal-Nigpur line pnsses through the nortliern
portion of the Distriet, with a length of 78 miles and ten
stationy including Bhandfra within its bordere. The Satpura
narrow-gange estension starts north from Gondid june.
tion, and has a length of 11 miles and on6 station in tho
Digtrict. The most important rouds nro the eastern rond
running through the south of the District, and the roads from
Tumsar to Rémpail{ and Katongf, from Goudid to Bilsghat
and from Tirord to Khnirlfnji. Tho leugth of metalled roads

-is 136 miles and of unmetalled 259, nll of which, except

Famine,

21 milcs of the lntter class mnintained by the District couneil,
arein charge of the Pablic Works department, the espenq.i.
on upkeep being Rs, 58,000, Avenues exist on 26,

The years 1822, 1832 and 1869 an ',ao ved as
baving been marked by famine from failuro of¥ rainall. © Aftpr
1809, the year of the Bundelkhand Tamine, the, Djstrict
prospored until the oycle of bad sensons comniend ¥ in 18944

\
¥
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Two years of poor crops were followed by a barvest of loss 1’;’,‘.‘;‘;;:‘
than balf the normal in .1895-96, and of one-third of the
normol in 1896-97. Sovere distress oconrred in tho latter year,
the numbors on relief rising to 43,000 porsons or 6 per cent,
of the population in June 1897, and {he total expenditure being
10 lakhis, Again in 1899-1900 both the rico apd wheat har-
vests wero complete failures and famine ensued. About
140,000 persops, dr aearly 19 per cent. of the population
wero on rolief in July 1900, and the total expenditure
was 26 lakhs. In both these [umines besides improve-
monts to communications large numbers of tanks were con-
structed and repaired. In 1902 there was again o very poor
rice orop and some local reliof was given, tank works slso
boing undertaken by the Irrigation department.

The Depuly Commissioner usnally has o staff of three District eub-
Assistant or Extra~Assistant Commissionors. IFor adminiatra- ff:é"m and
tive purposes the Distriot is divided into three tahsils,
cach of which hns a tahsilddr and naib-tabsildér. Tho Forest
Officer is generally o member of the Provincial service. The
Esecutive Engincer of the Bhanddra Pablic Works division,
comprising Bhandéra and Bildghds Districts, is stationed nt
Bhanddes.

The oivil judicial staff consists of a Distriot and a Snb- Ciril and
erdinate Judge, and a Munsiff at each tabsil. The Divisional .(r::',u',;a,
and Sersions Judge df the Nagpur Division bas jurisdietion
in Bhanddra. There are benches of honorary magistrates at
Bhandsra, Rimpaili, and Amgaon. Snits broughtifor the
-uso of water for Szrigation are n noticeable feature of the
civil litigation, Heinous crimes are somewhat numerous in
Bhandfira, murders committed with an axe being a compara-
tively common offence. Cattle thefts are also frequent,

Owing to large changes in the area of the District, tho Land Revenue
old figures of the revenue demaud cannot usefully be :ml::mhm.

& oompn.rcd with the present ones. Under Mardthd administra-
Nhtd short-term settlen}ents were, the rule. The farm of 3
_was given to an official called & mdmiatddr,
rt favourito, who made himself responmb]e
for tho rcvem . Each village had 2 pdéel or headman who
ﬁngg;d 88 its ropresontative and engaged for the’ ravenue
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demand which rose and fell according to the circumstances of
the year. The demand was distributed over the fields of -
the village, each of which bad a number ropresenting its
poportionate value. The pdfel had no proprictary right,
but, his office was genernlly hereditary, descending nob ueces-
sarily to ho eldest som, but {0 the must capable member of
the family. The {enauts also had no legal statns but were
seldom ¢jected o long as they paid their rents, more especi.
ally ns the supply of land was in excess of the number of
cultivators available to till it. The result of the system wag,
however, that the wdmlatddrs, who wero usually Mardthi
Brd{hmaus, managed to get alargo number of villages into their
own honds and those of their iclations, and when proprietary
rights were conforred by the Britich Government they thus
beeame hereditary laudowners.  After the asquisition of the
District in 1853, short-term settlements were continaed for a
few years, Prepmiations for (ho first 1egular survey
were commenced in 1558, aud a thirty years scitlement
wns  complated in 1867, the dewand then fixed being
#57 lakhs in the area now conmstituting the District.
During the onrrency of this settlement the District prospered,
the price of agricultural produce ruse greally on the con-
struction of the railway, and cultivation expanded. The
District wag re-settled in the yvears 1844—00, and the
revenue raised to  0:01 lakhs, which was equivalent
to an increase of 38 per eent. in the FkdZ<aand 69 per
cent, in  the zaminddri estates.  The average revenue
incidence per cultivated nere was R. 0-10-11 {mazimum
R. 1-3-). minimun R 0-5-4), whilo the corresponding renta)
incidenee was R. 0-15-4 (maximum R. 1-3<9, minimom
R. 0-5-b). The collection~ of revenue have varied as shown
helow, in thousands of rupees : —

N 1 {
' 18s0.6t. , 1800-01. ! 100001, | 100301,

— S
Land revenue 4,02 408 arn 6,66
f .
Total revente ... 760 | 841 ' 557 | 887
i

} In the yenr 1900-01 the land revenne collretions were slort owing
to famine.
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+ The management of local affairs, outside ‘municipal areas, Braxpaza

is entrusted to s Distriet council and three local boards, 2;:2{“;’,?,;,‘1,
cach having jurisdiotion over one tahsfl, The income of the ;‘;%ﬁ:f‘“ﬁ""
Distriet couneil for 1908-04 wag Rs. 61,000, while the expendj. ’
tnre on education was Re. 24,000and on eivil works Rs, 17,000,

Baanpana, Tumsiz and Paux: ave municipal towns.

The force under the District Superintendent of Polige Polics and

* consists of 352 officers and men including 3 mounted cop- Jaila.

stables, besides 2,116 village watchmen for 1,688 inhabited

villages, Bhandgra has o District jail with accommodation for

126 prisoners including 11 females. The daily average number

of prisoners in 1904 was 70. .

In respect of education Bhandéra is neither particularly pancation,

advanced nor backward, 26 per cent. of the populafion (52
males and '1 females) being able toread and write, Statistics of
the namber of pupilsunder instruction are as follows: —1880-87,
3,899; 1590-91, 7,630; 1900-01, 7,682%; 1903-04, 8228,
including 275 girls. The schools comprise 2 Eaglish
middle schools at Bhandgra, with 5 vernacular middle
schools and 129 primary schools, besides 2 private schools,
One of the Bhanddira English schools is mannged by the
TFree Church Mission. Two high school classes have beep
opened nt the expense of a private resident in the new
English school, but have not yet been recoguired by the
University. There are 6 "girls’ schools, 8 in Bhanddr,
and one each at Pauni, Sanichari and Tumsar. A separatp
school for low-caste Dher boys is maintained at Paunf,
The expenditure or edecation in 1903-0% was Rs. 46,000,
the income from fees being Rs. 4,500,

T}}e District has eight dispen_saries, with accommodation Ticpitals and
for 59 invpatients. During 1904, 93,106 cases, of which 32§ Dispensaries.
were those of in-patients, were treated in these institutiony
and 2,111 operations were performed. The expenditure wag
Rs. 12,000, of which the greater part was provided from
Provincial and loeal funds.

. Vaceination is compulsory in the municipal towns Of vuecinntion,
Bhandéra, Tumsar and Pauni. The percontage of successfu)
vaccinations in 1903-04 was 46 per 1,000 of the population
or higher than the Provincial nverage, ’
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(A. B. Napier, Scitlement Report, 1902, A Dlstnet
Gazetteer is being prepnred.)

Bhandara Tahsil.—The western {ahsil of the Bhandira
Distriet of the Central Provinces, lying hetween 20° 40
and 21° 43’ N. and 79° 27’ and 79° 55’ E., with an area of .
1,088 square miles. The population in 1901 was 204,153,
and in 1891 was 229,287, The density of population is 187
persons per square mile. The tahsil contains three towns,
Buaxpanra, the taheil and District headquarters, population
14,023, Paunt (0,360) and Tunsan (8,116), and 507 inhabited
villages. Excluding 204 square miles of Government forest,
63 per cont. of the available avea is occupied for enltivation.
The land 1evenue demand in 1903-04 wes Re. 2,00,000
and that for cosses Rs, 20,000. The tabsil oceupics a narrow
strip of land along the west of the Distriot, consisting mainly
of open level country bordering the Waingangs, o consider-
able aren being coverad with fertile black soil.  The eultivated
aen in 1008-04 was 483 squere miles, of which 35 square
miles were irrigated.

Tirora.—The northein tahsil of the Bhanddra District, Cen-
tral Provinces, lying between 21° 10’ and 21° 47’ N, and 79° 48'
and 50° 40’ E., with an nrea of 1,328 squarc miles. Tho popula-
tion in 1901 was 201,614, nud in 1891 was 334,579, The
density of population is 220 persons per squore mile.
The tahsil contains 571 inhabited villages. Tirors, the tahsil
headquarters, isn villnge of 3,040 persons, 50 miles distant
from Bhandita, on tho Bcngnl-N.;gpm le\vny Excluding
88 squnio miles of Govarnment forest, 56 per cont. of the
available atea 15 occupied for cultivation- ;Tho land
rovonue demand in 1903-04 was Rs. 1,16,000¢ aml"\:’mt for
cosges Rs, 22,000, The tahstlincludes 11 zamindiri estates
covering an area of 760 squaro miles, of which 163 are under
forest. It consists roughly of an open level tract of rice-
growing land with forests towards the eastern border. The
cultivated area in 1908-04 ;was G567 squarc mules, of which
40 square milos were irrigated. .-,

Sakoli —The sonthern {absil of the mmnddr'\ Distzict,
Central Provinees, situnted between 20° 41 nnd 21° 17° N.
and 79° 49’ and 80° 34’ E., wiih' an aren of 1 ,049 square
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miles. The population in 1901 wes 167,305, and in ISSI'I Saxany.
wag 178,984, 'The density of population per square mile is
108. ‘'U'he tahsil containe 557 inhabited villages. Its head-
quarters are situnted nt Sfkoli, a vilage of 2,019 porsons,
distant 24 miles from Blondéra by read. Excluding 240
gquore miles of Government forest, 32 por cent. only of the
available ares is occupied for enltivation, The land revenne
demand in 1903-04 was Rs. 1,26,000 and that for ovsses
Rs. 12,000, The tabeil includes 17 zaminddri estates with
atotalares of 710 rquoro miles, of which HUG consist of
forest. It is a rice.growing tract broken up by swnll rnnges
of hills, and contnine the large irrigation tanke for which
Bhavdirs is noted.  The cultivatedarea 1 1903-04 was 370
square miles, of which 53 square wiles were irrigated,

Bhandara Town.—~The headquatters town of the Bhan. Braeana
ddra tahsil and District, Contral Provinovs, situated in 21° 107
N.and 79° ' E., on the Waingaugd river, 7 miles from a
station on the Beogal-Négzpur Raileny. Population (1901)
14,023. The town containsan old fort Faid 10 bave been built
by the Gnolis, which is now used ne s jail.  Bhanddm wa
constituted a municipality in 1867, and the sverame municipal
receipls for the decade epling 1901 were Rs. 15,000, By
1003-0# the income had more than doubled and anounted to
Re. 85,000, the chicf sourcos being octroi and watersmie, The
waler-supply is obtaifidl from the Wainganed, Three filtration
wells have boen erurtmeted in the bed of the yiver bud water
is raisel from them fo o tervice resorvoir near the joil The
works wipe Gpened in 1600, the erat of the toheme hing 184
lak!w‘ujd the annua! mainteunnce chergen about Ry, 6,000
The principal industsy of the town i brase-working, and its
nameis maidtoho derived from dhdna, o braes dish. Cefton
cloth isalko woven, but the trade of the place s not comddershie,
The educational ineitutions compriee n private high rehod
supported by pontribations from the residents, an Fanlich
middle nnd;;tv:vm( other boyr’ and pinde’ seloala,  Thae
~Hispinsarigs ane mwintained, inclding mireinn and plice
hospitals.” The United Frew Chuireh of Scotland extahlinhe
_‘.ev-l 5 mi;rinn'hfnﬁou heew iu 1652, and aow suppris on
“orphonage, digpensary and govetal tchiools,
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Gondia.—A village in the Tirord {ahsil, Bhanddra Dis-
triet, Central Provinges, situated in 21° 24’ N.and 80° 13 T,
on the Bengal-N4gpur Railway, 81 nu]cs from Négpur nnd
601 from Bembay. Gondid is the Junetmn for the, vew
Sitpuri vurrow-gauge railway which runs to Jubbulpore
across the Sdtpurd plateau, Population (1001) 4,457, Tt is
ono of the {wo leading goods slations in the Bhanddra Dis.
triel, receiving the produce of the surrounding ares of Bhan.
dira and of the lowlands of the adjoinihg BAldghdt District,
A lorge weekly grain-market is beld here.  The greater part
of the town stands on Government land, and the ground renis
realised are credited 10 o fund for sanilary purposes, which is
supplemented by n honse-rate. A branch station of the
American Pentecosta] Mission of Rij-Nindgaon  has recently
been cstablished, Gondid conbains Ilindi and Mardthi
primary schools, and a dlspeus'u'y

Pauni,—aA town in the Bhonddra tahsil and District of
the Central Provinces, situated in 20° 48’ N, and 79°39'E,,
on the Waingangi river, 32 wiles south of Bhandira by road.
Population (1901) 9,866. Some bathing ghdts or flights of
stone steps.have heen constructed on the hauk of the Wain.
gangd, and {1% town containg n forl which was stormed by the
Dritish in 1818, Paunf wns constituted a municipolity in
1867, and the averago munieipal xeceipls for the decade ending
1901 were Rs. 4,200, In 1903-04 the income was Re, 4,500,
being mainly derived from a honse-lax, The staple indnsiry
of the town is the manufacture of silk-bordered cloths, and
thread of very fine counis is woven. The weavers are,
however, not very prosperous. The town stands in the fertile
black soil tyact ealled the Pouni Waveli. 14 containg vernncu-
lar middle and girls’ schools, a school for low-caste Dher boys
and an Urdd school, and also a dispensary.

Tumsar.—A town in tho Bhanddra taheil and Distriel,
Central Provinces, situated in 21° 28’ N, and 790 dg¢ E.,, on
the Bengal-Nigpur Railway, 27 miles from Bhandéra und 570
from Bombny. Population (1901) 8,116, e town was
constilnted o municipalily in 1867, and the average’ mumcxpal
roceipts for the decade onding 190) were Rs. 5400, In
1908-04' the income was Rs. 4,000 and wae principally derived
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from & house-tax and morket-dues. Tumsar is an fmportant Twsaz.
commercial town receiving the produce of the north of the Dis-
trict and theadjoining tracts of Seonf and Baldghdt. A covered
*iarket place has heen constructed’ and a large weekly grain
market is held here. .The rice grown in the vicinity of Tum-
sar has a special reputation for excellence. The local handi-
crafts include cotton-weaving, which is carried on in the town
and several adjoining villages, the annual purchases of thread
by the weavers being estimated at 3 lakhs. White loin-cloths
with red borders are the chief articles woven. Numbers of
cart~wheels are also made in Tnmsar and exported to Ndgpur
and Berdr. The town possesses a vernacnlar middle school and
a girls' school and a dispensary.

Balaghat District.—~A District of the Central Pro- pyriamr
vinces, situated between 21°19’ and 22° 23’ N. and 79° 89’ g;::g:glt;’
and 81° & E., with an area of 8,132 squarc miles. It is configuration, _
bounded on the north by the Méndlg District; on the east by Hyer systems.
the Bildspur and Drug Districts and the Kawardhd and
Khairsgarh States; on the south by Bhanddra; and on the
west by Seonf., The District consists of an upland” section
of the most easterly portion of the Sntpur:’n platean, and of
a strip of low country forming’ part of the -uu.lley of the
Waingangd, and extending along the sonthern and western
border of the hills. The eastern ridge of the Satpuris,

“known as the Maikala yange, divides it from the Chhatifs-
gath phin. The hills and clevated platenux, which oceupy
sbout two-thirds of the District, extend in the north slmost
across its entire width, with the exception of a small lowland
strip to, the north-west consisting of the valley of the
'Wamganga, here only about 10 miles wide, and forming. the
Mau cstate. Tho greater part of the hilly country is included
in the Baihar tahsil, and outside the Feudatory Sfates, is
perhaps the wildest and most backward area in the Province.
Tt consists mainly of the three tablelands of Paraswira, Baibar
and Raigarh from west to east. The Raigarh platean, which
le ‘about 2,000 fect high, is o small open streteh of undulating
codhtry oovored with high grass, and_ surrounded by thickly
wooded hnlls, the highest peaks of which rise to 2,900 feat.
It is drained by the Ha]on and Kashmiri rivers,” and is
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approached.fmm Bnihar hy the passes of Bhainsighdt
and Lapti ronning through dense forest.” The main tableland
of Baihar to the west of Raigarh and shout 200 feet
below it, is also very nndulating and covered with thick
forest, the soil being generally sandy, and cultivation
consisting principally of the minor antumn millels, as {he
slopes are frequently too steep to permit of the growth of riee,
The valley is watored by the Banjir and its tributary the
Tannor, which passes Baihar. Turther west and separated
from the Banjfr valley by a long ridge lies the Paraswiwm
platean slightly lower than ihat of Baihar, and somewhnt
more fertile. It is watered by the Kanhdr, a tributary of the
Banjfr, and on the west is bonnded by another range of hills
leading down {o the Waingangd valley. The drainage of
this part of the District is north to the Narbadd. South of
the main platean the hilly couniry consists of small and
scattered tablelands, with a southerly inclination and gradually
narrowing in from the west.  The hills ave for the most part
covered with forests belonging to zamindiri estates. Along
the base of the outer spurs of hills lies the plain country of
the District forming parl of the valley of the Whaingangd,
narrow and closely shut in by hills to the north, and gradually
opening out on both sides of the river to the south-cast and
southewest. The general clevation of this part of the District
is shout 1,000 feel above sealevel. It is watered by the
VWaingangd and several minor streains, the pringipal of which
nre the Bigh, Ghisri, Deo and Son, The Wainganga flows
nemrly due south through Bilighdt, its width varying from
200 yords in the upper reachesto 400 lower down.  1Iis bed is
generally rocky. The Bdgh rises in the Chichgarh hills of
Bhanddra aud flows north and north-west, forming for n ghort
distance the houudary hetween Bildghdl and Bhandfra, It is
crossed by the Siitpurd milway just hefore its junction with

* the Waingangd on the border of the Distriet, The (histd,

Deo and Son rise in the pastern range of hills, and join the
Bigh after o shorl and mpid cowrse. On the west of the
Whringangd the low ‘country, hroken in places by jErinted
hills, lies along the castern and sonthern border of the portion
of the Sitpurd mnge belonging to the Sconf District, o
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triangular strip of which abuts into Blfghdt, The Sardthi g::::ﬁ?
is the only stream of any consequencé on this'side. The low-

land country is well watered and studded with fruit trees,

and is printipally dévoted to the growth of rice.

Gneissic and metamorphic rocks are the main formations, Geslogy.
and there are a few outliers of Deccan trap in the north. The
gneissio rocks belong partly to a highly metamorphosed sedi-
mentary and voleanic séries resembling the Dhirwir schists of
southern Indin and known locally as the Chilpi beds. The
metamorphic or transition rocks consist of quartzites, shales
and limestones.

The extensive forests of the District aré mainly of the Botany.
tnixéd character usual in Cemtral India. Along the Wain-
fangd river are scattered patehés of teak (Zectona yrandys),
and towbids the north-east sdi (Shorea robusts) is the
dominant tree. In various parte of the District finé clumps
of bamboos: occur.  Besides sd/, which iz plentiful, and
téak, which is always scavce or local, the principal trees fo be
met with are s# (Terminalin tomentosa), beuld (Pterocarpus
marsuptum), shisham (Dalbergta sissoo), dhaurd (dnogeissus
latifolia), palds (Butea jrondoss), aonld (Phyllanthus
ehblica), haldu (ddina cordifolis), lendid (Lagerstmma
parvifiora), moyen {Odina Wodier), with species of Diospyros,
Sehieithern, Schrabera, Soymidn, Boswelita, Bombax, Garuga,
Bychanania, and - Stereospermum. Shimbs and small trees
include Grewia, Zisyphus, Nyctanthes, Flueggia, Cleistantius,
Woodjfordia and Casearia.

. The usnal kinds of gatne, including tiger, leopard and deer, Fausa,
are fairly plentiful.  Bison are found in the Sondwéni forests,
in Bfjigarh, and in the north of the platean. Herds of
#élgas xoum on the Raigarh plateau and Swamp deer are teb
with in the Topld reserve. There area few herds of black
buck on the Baibar plateau. In the Hirri forests are some
wild eattle, descended from .tame omes lel looso, which do
serious davnge to'the vrops but are not killed. 'Wild duck ure
« nirly plentj@ in thé tanks in the open country but snipd are
less frequent? - - .

« - -5, Thé uplands of Baihar aré subject 5 sharp frosts in Climate.
Decomber and January, which cauge much injury tothe
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foliago of {rcesand the cold weather crops. The climate of
Baléghit is that of the Ngpur plain, but it is especially damp-
in the monsoon season. As usual in rice country, malaria
is prevalent in the auntumn months. The Baihar tahsi],
owing to its heavy rainfall and dense forest, is notoriously
unhealthy from August to December, and the mortality from
malaria has largely contribufed fo retard immigration. The
particles of miea suspended in the waler also tend to produce
gastritis.

The average anunual rainfall at Balaghdt is 02 inches,
and cxceeds that of any ether Distriet in the Provinee. The
District owes its copious rainfall o the fact that it is encircled
by bills on the north and cast, on which the rmin clouds
brought up by the routh-west monsoon impinge. Until
within the last few ycars the rainfall has scldom been
deficient.

Bilighit, ns it now stands, hss only recenily been
constituted. The Baibar {ahefl formerly belonged to the
Mandli District, and formed part of the dominions of the
Gond dynasty of Gnrhi Mandld, The eastern part of it
was for some time assigned to the chief of Kawnrdhd as a re-
ward for service, Soon nfter the Deginming of the 19th
century the grenter part of the tabefl was laid waste by
an inroad of the Gond Réni of Rémgarh in “Mandls,
and at the time of the cession in 1818 the cowntry was
sparsely populated. Of the low country, the old parganas of
Hatti, Dhansué and Linji wore included in the Mandld
territories, while the tract on the west of tho Waingangd
helonged to the Deogarh kingdom, which was annesed by
the Bhopsla yulers of Négpur in 1748, In 1798 the
Bhonslas also obtained the Mandl4: torritories, and the bulk
of what is now the Balighdt tahsil was then administered
from Bhandéra. AL thie period the greater partof it was
covered with forost, and several of the present zaminddri
estabes originated in grants of territory modo by the Mard-
thés for the purpose of opening up the country. In 1868,
when tho Baihar tahefl, then nttached to Mandli, was being
sottled, tho atiention of Government was diregted fo its



BALAGHAT DISTRICT. 93

naturnl resources, and it was recommended that specisl mea- Bauscuar
N s I8TRICT.

sures should be taken to colonice it. With this object sane-
tion was obtaiued iu 1867 to the formation of a mew
District, consisting of the Doibar talisfl and n fringe of open
country below the hills, which was taken from the Bhonddra
and Soconi Districts; and from which was to be obtained a
supply of colonists for the upland platesux, The tark of
reclaiming from waste the remoto sud hitherto almost un-
known platean of Baihar was entrusted to Colonel Bloom-
field, for many years Deputy Commiteioner of the Bilighit
District, and under his management some progress wag
made towards scttling the Jarge expanse of ferlile waste
land with sturdy Ponwsr peasantry. Bat owing principally
to the unhealthiness of the climate, and partly ulso to changes
in Government policy, and the neglect of local officials, no
very great or permanent advance has been made; and the
tract remnins one of the poorest in the Province. Very recently
(1004) fresh measures have been taken for the systematic en-
couragement of immigration, A schemo for liberal advances
for the reclamation of land hias been sanctioned, the construe-
tion of s numbor of taoks nndertaken, and other wnduce-
ments offered to immigrants of the good agrieultural
castes, L.

- The archwological remaing are not of much importance. Archzology.
Bashar confains o humber of stone fanks nnd rined
temples, some built in the Hemddpanti style withont cement.
The fort of Lfuji was built by the Gonds carly in the cight-
centh century, and was afterwards the headquarters of o
lamaishddr under tho Mardthés, Human encrifices are said
to have been formerly offered at the temple of the Lnnjki
Devi, the tutelary deity of the pluce, About a mile from
the town, in the bamboo forest, stands the temple of, Kotesh.
war, at which a small annual fair is held. At Mnu in the
middle of n tank, about amile from the villnge, a granite
platform has -heen comstrneted on which is the image
of o Néga and o, pillar.  Other remains are ot Bsfpor
near . Katdingf, .Sonkhdr Bhfmlat, and Sawarjhivi  near
Bhiri,
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The population of the Distriet at the last three enumern-
tions was us follows: 188J, 840,614 ; 1891, 883,363 ; 1001,
326,621, Up to 1891 the Distriet prospered and the rate
of inerease wasabout equal to the Provincial average. During
the last deende the decrenso of popmlation has been nearly
57,000 persons, or abont 15 per cent. The District was very
severely. nifected by famine both in 1896 and 1897, and the
Bilighdt tahsfl also in 1900, and the decrense of populntion is
mainly to be attributed to this cause. About 11,000 persons
emigrated {0 Assam during the last deende.  The District con-
taing one torm Bauacnar and 1,075 inhabited villages. The
principal statistics of populalion based on the census of 1901
are shown below ;:—

Number of { Pereats i

e are of | Nnmber
Arer In Lotz L yanstion 1of yordns

squatro I‘ornln- tion per «n popnla- able to

Tahsil. milod. tion. | square { tlomte« | reatt pnd
Towns, [Village:| mile.  jlwcen 1891 erelle.

un
| 1901,
1
Balighit ..’ 1484 1, 1 see 200141 172 - 176 5,603
Baflinr ha , 1,748 - 103 £5,20 vl -0 1,453
pi-N }
Distrlet Total .} 3,142 1] te73] 8530 1) —30) %0

Tn 1904, 11 villages containing 1,150 porsons wera transferred
from Balighit to Mandlf, while a tract of reserved forest
was seceived from that District. The revised (ofals of area
and population are given above. About 73 per cont. of the
populntion are Hindus, 22 per cent. Animists, and 6,45 4.persons
are Muhammadans, The eastern portions of the District have
been largely populated by immigration from Chhattisgarh, as is
shown by the fact that nearly 145,000 persons, or 44 per cent. of
the toinl, speak the Chhattisgarhi dinlect. OI the balanee
the language of 84,342 persons is shown as Mardthf and that
of 54,168 pexsons ns Gondf. The Ponwirs, numbering 41,106,
have u specinl dinlect, & mixture of Hindf und Mardthf, and
the DMardrs another of somewhat the same nature,

The principal landowning castes aré Ponwdrs, Gonds
and Lodlfs. Ponwdrs (41,000)-are the hest cultivators and are
especially skilful ot the irrigntion of yice, Many Ponwirs also
axo lessecs of villnges in the zaminddxi cstates and headmen of
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_ ryotwéri villages in the Baihar tahsil. The Lodhis (18,000) Buxaamiz
are partly 1mm1grants from Chhatifsgarh, and partly from *
. northern India. Gonds (73,000) constitute 82 per cent.
of the population, and Baigds and Binjhils (6,000) 2 per cent.
The Gonds are found both in the Bilighdt and Baihar tahsils,
and those of the open country are gradually adopting settled
methods of eultivation in imitation of the Hindy tepants.
Those of the Baihar tahsfl are still backward and migratory.
The Pardhéns are the priests of the Gond and take the clothes
and jewels of the dead, and the Ojhds are bird-catchers and
tattooers. 'The Gonds are polygamous in Bildghdt, and the
number of & man’s wives gives an indication of his wealth
and dignity, as many as six being by no means extraordinary.
On market days s Gond goes to the bazar with all his wives
walking behind him to show his importance. The Baigés are
also priests of the "Gonds and are employed to lay the
ghosts of persons who have been killed by tigers. They
are one of the wildest of the tribes and are ineapable of sus-
tained manual labour, though they are clever at transplanting .
_ rice-plants.  This is the only field-work which they usually do
for hire. They collect forest producd and.cxohange it for
small quantities of grain, and will subsist for W8tks together
on roots and fruits, in the collection of which they display
the greatest skill. Since the system of Jewar or patch culti-
vation has been stopped in Government forest, the Baigfs are
bard put to it to mako a living. An attempt was made to”
teach them to adopt reguler cultivation by seftling them in
five villages under the direct supervision of the revonme
offieinld ot: Baihar, but it has been given upas o failure. Some
idon of the difficully to be encountered may be gained from
the frct that Baigh tenants if lefh unwatched would dig
up the grain which they had themselves sown and ent it.
They are skilled 'woodmen and some are cmployed s
forest guards. They also cateh fish and make hamboo
matting to o small extent. Both Gonds and Baighs
suffered sevetely in the famines. Farm-servantsare recruited
from all casies, buti are principally Géwsdras. In the Baihar
tahsil are & number of Golars (1,200) and Banjéris {1,000) who
-axre professional cattle- gmziers. About 72 per cent. of the
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Batagmar  population of the District were shown as dependent on agricul-

Disrrior. .

turein 1901,
Christian Mis- Cliristians number 219, including 191 natives, most of
slons. whom belong {o the Bilighdt Mission. This institution is

wnseetarian, and its efforts ave principally directed to the
conversion of ithe Gonds and Baigds. It was founded hy
the Reverend J. Lampard, who still directs it, ond it hns
fonr stations at Balighit, Baihar, Nikum and Khursipir,
with schools at each station, an orphannge and an industrial

farm.
Ganernl neri- The quality of the soil in the plains is as a rmle much
eultural con- N . :
ditions superior to that of the platean. Tt is of greater depth and

more fertile, while in Baihar the mixture of particles of mien
with the soil also reduces its produetive eapacity. The alln-
vinl land on the banks of the Son and other rivers in the
castern parts of the lowlands is the most fertile of all, but its
aren is insignificant. - Next to this the richest and decpest
soil is found in the strip about {en miles wide extending nlong
the left bank of the Waingangd from the Dhansud hills to its
junction with the Bigh. The plaine of Dhansnd and
IIatt4 parganasnre rich in black and brown seil of suyerior
quality and good depth ; and thereis also good brown soil in the
north "Karold tract to the west of the Whaingangd, and
in Bhadrs zominddri to the extreme south-east. In the hilly
country and the Mau valley the soil is generally medium
or poor, dark soil being only found in patches in the
Man valley and in the shallow depressions, which form o
characteristie feature of the platenux. The Raigarh platcan
is the most fertile portion of the Baihar tahsfl, hut
the tract is very thinly populnted, and much of the land °
unrechimed. The good quality of the soil, however,
renders {his area rich in pasturage. In the hill villages
of the ramindéris the land is, ns o rule, very poor, being
lnrgely intermixed with stones and gravel or coarse sand.
Chicf ngricul- OF the total aren 928 squnro miles or 20 per cent. are
:;‘c‘;"}md ‘:;‘:"l; included in the 12 zaminddri estates. Thero are about 230
ryotwir  villages with an  avea of 370 square wiles, of
which 00 are enltivated and pay n revenme of Rs, 20,000,
while 4,000 acres have been sold outright under the Waste
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ordinnry Bavaoskr

Land Rules. The remoining sren is held on the Dy e,
statisties

tonures, ‘The following table gites the leading

of cultivation in 1908-04, with areas in equare miles=— .
" Cultl: |11y Clglmr. Forests,

. ‘Tshofl. Total. ated, lrngnt:dl w‘::!t:.

. . : _
Bisghts f Less| 60 o4, 4w} 308
Baitar W les] 20 o 7] 08

Tol . ostszl e @l s ow

Not nuch of the fertile land in the low country remains
unoconpied, but elsewhere there is considerable “scope for
exteneion of cultivation, Rice occupies 366 rqnare miles,
kodon and Zufkt 137 square miles, wheat 23, #rad 73, linseed
57, gram 84, and fiurd 36.  Rice is by far tho most impor-
tant orop of the Distriet, and in sowing it the system of
transplantation js vanally practised, Kodon, the staple food
of the Gonds, is grown chicfly in the hilly tracts, and in the
plateaux of Baihar and Raigarh. Tobaceo is cultivated in
the alluvial soif of the Son valley, asid is n véry profitable
crop. It covers rather lese than 1,000 neves.  Castor §s sowr
in rotation with tobacco. Sugmenne was grown on 1,300
acres in 1903-04.

Betwean 1867 and 1806 the area faken np for cultivation !'n;mtgm;m
increased by 31 per cent., and that actnally cropped hy ‘19 ;;lmgttn-.
per cenl.  The nren on whieh two crops wero prown in the
year~and the number of {ankr comstrueted for irrigation
_ Jargely ingreased during the some perind. Tho famines af
1897 and 1900, however, cauged n decline in the cropped area
which had not been recovered by 1903-04. Mannre iy oow
moto Iargely applied to the rice erop, and eattle and xmull
stnck are sometimes poaned at night in the fields during the
summer months. In tho derade eoding 1603-04, He. 72,000
were advaneed by Governmont nuder the TLand Lmprovement
Loans Acty aud nearly 7§ Iakhs under the Agriculttnists’

Lyans Act, . : . .

Cattle are bred principally in  the Bajlar tahail, where Cattle, poriies

there aro excellent, prazing grounds. The ordinary catile ar, ® *heep.
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gmall and not particularly strong. The best bullocks are bred
b'y Golars and are sold as yearlings at fairly good prices. Bulls
are always reserved for breeding by the owners of any con-
gidernble mmber of cows. Buffaloes are nsed for the heavy
work of hauling the riee plants from the nurseries ut the time
of transplantation. They are not bred to any considernble
oxtent in Balighit, but young males are imported from
the northern Distriets. The grazing grounds are generally
adequate, and those of the Baihar tahsil are resorted to by large
herds of caltle from the surrounding Districts during the hot
weather months  There ave no members of the professional
shepherd easte, mt goats ave bred by ordinary landholders for
food and to bo used as religions offerings.  Pigs are reaved for
the same purposes in the Baihar tahsil. Very few sheep are
kept. The principal cattlo markels are at Wiriseoni and
Lilbured in the plain eountry and at Bhiri on the plateau.

About 150 square miles can ordinarily be irrigated, but in
1908-01 the aren was only 27 square miles owing to the un-
favonrable rainfall.  With the exception of aboul 7 square
miles under sugarcanc and garden crops this is practically
all rice land, Nearly 40 per cent. of the riee ares, or 25 per
cent. of the total aren, can be watered ina normal year. There
are neatly 3,000 tanks and about 4,000 wells, the latter heing
generally used for garden crops and sugarcane. Numerous
tanks have been constructed by Government agency in the
Baihar iahsfl, and plans for mmeh Jarger works to ‘proteet
o large proportion of the District have heen prepaved,

The Government forests cover an aren of 972 square
miles and wre situated mainly on the hilly fanmes of
Bathar with blocks on the hanks of the Waingangd and
to the south-cast. Teak grows in patohes in thi Sondwdni
and Paraswira ranges. The DBailinr and Raigarh ranges
contain pure s/ forest of excellent quality, and s/ mixed with
other species, while the lowland blocks contain only inferior
timber trees. 'Till retently the difieulties of transpors have
been too great to permit of any substantial ‘revenne heing
obtained from timber, but tho' épening of the Sitpurd railway
shonld greatly increase the sales. Tho forest revemue for
1903-04 amounted to Rs. 2,09,000 of which Rs. 1,060,000 were
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obtained from sales of timber and Rs. 15,000 from grazing. g::;:‘!;r

The large revenue from  timber was principally dune to o
contract for the supply of lecperr, The prineipal minor
products are lac and mymbolams. The zamfindfri estates
contain 301 equare miles of foreet.

Depesits of fron one ocenr in the Blhadred, Kinbi and Minersle

Bhanpnr zamfuddris. Jron is smelted by native worlmen hy
indigenons methods, but the cntpat is emall.  Monganes:
deposite have been found near Balighit town, and ane helng
worked by a Furopan company. Theontturn for 190% wns
10,328 tong, and abont 300 labennerean employed.  Thereare
other numerous depaits of manganee ore which are as yot
wnwatked.  Copper ore ¢xists in the hill of Meldnjkundi.
Mica is plentiful in the Baihar tabsil, but the plates are not
rufliciently Jarge to be marketable.  Bauxite, ueed for the
manufncture of alumnium, v ales found mw the Baihar tabsil,
Geld ie obtainad by washing in the Son and Deo rivers.

The principal loeal industry is the weaving of earse Ans -'m'
coantry cloth, the chisf centres bring Warinani and Talinres Mawfactares.
with the villages rouned them,  LAlbured déotis ate well known
aud areexparte] 1o the other Sitpars Districte aned toJuhbul-
pore.  Lingd, Borpaon and Hattd alus contain considerable
colonies of weavers, In the Wanieconf trct n numinr of
Otdris make ornaments and vieeds from brase by moulding,
while the Kacirs of Wihrdeconi and Hattd make omnaments of
bell metal.  Glsss bangles sre mamifactunsd at Lanji from
imported Indian plass, AL Baihar o varicty of emall tin vessels,
such ae lampe, edeves, betel boxes, and watenng pute ane
made frym empty korosene eibtine and sometimes rent fo
Mandls.

Rice and the pulee vrad ane the prinepal exporfe. The Commeree.
former is renf principally to Berir and the lattcr to Bewmbay for
the foreign {rade.  Pobarea is rapplind (o Chhattiegarh from
the Bijigarh zamindin. 04 manufactured from the milk of
hoth rows anid bnfinloer s exporterd from Bathar tabdl.  Of
forcet produee, tale ie ent from the Sendwani and Chine
gaon forvste fo Nigpur snd Kemptoe,  Hamhees aneexported
1o Kamplw and Seoni.  Hider and homy, mymbolame, Jae
andd gum are other forgt producty which are larpely exported,
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The leaves of the 2enddé trew (Diogpyros tomentusa) are collnet-
ed for 1ibe manufacture of leaf-plates and the oufside
covering of 67ris or native cigarettes. DMill-woven eloth is
brought fromt Nigpur mnt Hingaughit, and small quantities
of English cloth from Bombay. The enlt uzed is golan-
ddzi or sea salt Trom Bomblay, Gur or unrefined sugar
conws from Mirzipur or front Manddd, while refined sugar is
chiefly the preduce of Mawritive, Jowdr. wheat and gram
are received from the neighbonring Sitpurd Distrivts, the loeal
supply heing inadequate, and the pulee arfor is obtained from
Berdr.  Brass vessels are dmiported from Mondl4, Bhanddr,
Jubhulpore and the United Provineer, The grain trade is
principally in the hands of Mirwirl Banfas. For timber,
contracts ate taken for Goverment and zamindsri forests by
Muhammadan merchants from Kamptee and Raipur,

The Sitpurd extension of the Bengal-Nigpur line from
Uendiit to Jubbrlpore Ias recently heen construeted, and passes
through the weet of the District up the valley of the Wain-
gangd, with a length of 53 miles and six stations within its
horders. The length of welalled rounds fn the District is 15
miley, ind of nnmetalled roads 208, and theannual expenditure,
on mainienance iy Rs. 38,000, all theso roads being in charge of
the PYublic Works deparimenf. Avenues exist only on 16
miles. The vpening of the rilway will naturally effect o
materinl alieration in the existing tyade routes,

There ara no reliable racords of famine previous to 1868-69,
in which year the rains ended abruptly a ménth hefore
time, and the rice crop in the lowlands failed, leading fo neunte
distress. A\ series of partinl failures of the harvest was followed
in 1896-97 hy a more serious deficiency, the outturn of all
erops taken fogether being enly sbout 17 per cont. of normal.
The numbers on reliel . rose to 68,000, or 15 per cont. of the
population in May 1807, aud the fotal expenditure was 18
lakhs  In 1899-1000 ‘the vice crop again failed, 1he owtturn
being 23 per cent. of a hormal harvest, Relief was begun in
September 1999 and continued till November 1900, the highest
number on xelitf being 135,000, or 35 per cent. of the population
in August, and the total expenditure amounting to 26 Jakhs.
Daring these famines most of the existing ronds wére constructed
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and the embankment of the Satpuri rsilway was builf. B::Tnl:all::r
Many tanks were made or repaired by famine loansin 1897
and by grants to Jandowners in 1900.

The, Deputy Cormissioner is aided by onc Assistant or g::;f! ‘::ri
Extig-Assistant Commissioner, For administrative pure ggafr,
poses the District is divided into two tabsils, each of which
has a tahsflddr and nab-tahsildir. The Forest Officer usually
belongs to the Imperial eetvice, and for Public Works the
District is included in the charge of the Executive Engincer,
Blmtxdm Public Warks Division.

" The civil judicial siaff consists of a District and ane Sub- Civit and
ordinate Judge, and a Munsiff at Bélighit. The Divisional hnmmnlJus-
and Sessions Judge of the Nigpur Division has jurisdiction in
Baldghst. Cattle-poisoning is & comparatively common form
of offence.

The area now constituting Bsléghdt was formerly includ- Land Revense
ed in the Districts of Sront and Braxbara and the land reve- Jiministre-
nue demand was assessed at the thirty years settlement of
those Districts. These expired in 1896—98 when revision was
commenced, but it was somewhat delayed by the famines. The
revenue demand before revision was Rse 1,26,000, and this was
raised to Rs. 1,87,000, or by 48 per tent. The current seftle-
ment is for & period of 16 years, and will expire in 1914,

The average incidence of revenue per acre ab settlement was
R. 0-9-11 (maximum R. 0-15-1, minimum R. 0-2-10), the
corresponding figures of renfal incidemce being average
R. 0-15-6 {maximum R. 1-11-11, minimum R. 0.2-7), In "’
Baihar & summary settlement has been made for 7 years

- without rental ¢nhancement to allow the tract to recover from
the effects of famine. In certain avens temporary remissions -
and abatements have béen given. The collections of revenue
in different years are shown below, in thousands of rupees i~

0\
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*us ‘u\
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g:m:uu The management of Jocal affnirs, ontside municipal arens,
8T,

Loenl Boards 16 entrusted to o District council and three” local bhoards, two

‘;)‘;‘l‘l;}:‘“c‘ for the Bdldghit tahsil nud one for Bathar. The income of
the Distriet couneil in 1903.04 was Rs. 35,000, while the ex-
pendituro on education was Rs. 12,000 and on civil works
Rs. 9,000, BarAeHAT is o municipal iown.

f]‘:}{:" sl The foree under the District Superiniendent of Police
consisls of 247 officers and men including 8 mounted con-
stable-, hesides 843 village watchmen for 1,076 inhabited
towns and villages. The District has a District jail with
accommodation for 59 prisoners including G femules, The
dnily sverage number of priconers in 1901 was 52,

Education. In respect of education Balighdt stands 12th in the
Provinee, 22 per cent. of the population (4'¢ males avd °1
females) being nble 1o read and write, The percentage of
children under instruction to those of school-going age is 10,
Statistics of the nnmhcr of pupils under struction arc ns
follows :—7850-51, 2,03% ; 1890-91, 2,597 ; 1900-01, 2,883 ;
1903-04, 4,663, includmg‘ b5 girls. The edueational insti-
tutions comprise an English middle rchool at Bildghit, three
vernacujur middle rehools mad .62 primary schools. There are
girls’ schools at Bilighdt snd Wardsconi, and a mixed
school for girls and boys at Baihar sapported hy the Mission.
The cxpenditure on eduention for 1908-04 was s, 17,000,
of which Rs. 15,000 were provided from Provincinl and loeal
funds and Rs. 1,800 from fees.

Bospitals pod The District bhas 6 dispenearies, with accommodation

Dispensaries. ... 0g in-paticnts. In 1904, 35,483 cases, of which 253 were
of indoor palients, were {reafed and 560 operations were -
performed. The total expenditure was Rs, 6,800,

Vaceination, Vaceination i compulrory in the municipal town of
Bilighdt only. The number of porsons successfully vacei
nated in 1903-01 was 81 per mille of the District population,

(3. R, Boott, Seitlement Report, 1901, A District
Gazetteer is being compiled.)
gﬁgm Balaghat T'mhsd (Birha)~The soutbern 1ahsil. ofﬂ
g Bilighit Distriet, Central Provinees, lying betwoon 23510
nnd 22° 6" N. nnd 79° 39" and §0° 45'E.  In 1901468 nvea
of the tabsil wes 1,087 square miles, and its population
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249,610 persons, In 1904 o redistribution of territory be- %:gg:ﬂ
tween the Bilighst and Baihar tahsfls took place, and the
adjusted figures of avesand population were 1,388 square

. miles and 239,141 persons. The population in 1891 of
the area now constituting the tahsil was 265,108. The
tahsfl containe one town Banaemar, the headquarters of the
tabsil and -District, population 6,223, and 532 inhalited
villages. The Qonsity of population per square mile is 172
persons. Iixclnding 308 square miles of Government forest
56 per cent, of the available arca is occupied for cnltivation,
The land revenue demand in 1903-04 was Rs. 2,106,000 and that
for cesses Rs 24,000, The tahsfl consists of a rich lowland
rice growing {ract on both sides of the Waingang4 river, and
of a triangular block of hills to the north-east of the plain.
It includes five complete zamindiri estates and parts of three
others The total aren of these estates is 489 squave miles, of
which 267 square miles ave under forest,

Baihar (#ekir).—The northern tahsil of the Bilighdt Barmaz.
District, Central Provinees, sitnated between 21° 32° and 22°
24’ N, and 80° 2’ and 81° 3" E. In 1901 its area was 1,452
squaie miles and population 76,911 persons. In 1904 a vedis-
tribution of territory between the Bilighdt and Baihar tahsfls
took place, and also a small interehange of aren between the’
Baihar tahsil and Mandli District. The adjusted figures of
_aren and population were 1,744 square miles and 86,280 p\'.‘rson;).
The population of the aren now constitnting the tahsil in
1891 was 91,860, The density of population per square '
mile is 40 pewsons. -The tohell contuing 498 inhabited

* villages. Its headquarters are situnted at ‘Baihar, n village
of 1,298 persons, 41 miles distant from Bilighit by road.
Exclading 864 square miles of Government’ forest, 26 per
cent, of the available avea is oconpied for cnltivation. The
land revenue demand on the present dred in 1903-04 was
Rs 84,000 and that, for cosses Rs. 4,060.'-,![‘11(: tahsil eonsists

E%Sgies of clevated plafesux divided and surrounded hy

;5? ,‘-‘-‘Ed cnvorer! for the most p:'n-!: with forest, Large arens
Df‘*réf:fgé land ave fit for enltivation, and their colonisation on
f]“’ ryotwiri system isin progress. - The tahsfl includes one
whnle zaminddri estate nn('l_p:uzts of three others, with a
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gotal area of 484 square miles, of which 132 squore ‘miles me
ynder forest.

Balaghat Town.—The headquarfers town of the
Pidaghtt tahsi) and Districk, Central Trovimees, fvoried in
81° 49" N, and 80° 12 E. Populstion (1901) 6,228,
When the District of Baldghdt was congtituted in 1867, the
pmall village of Bivhn was sclocted as its headquarters, and
the name hasnow been officinlly changed to corzespond with
shat of the Distriet, which means above the passes.  Sofaras
the town is concerned, however, tha name is a misnomer as it
Jies below the hills. BAldghdt is o etition on the new
Sitpurd nnrrow-gowgo ling, 25 miler from Gondid junction
and 620 from; Bombay. It is situated two miles from
the Waingangd river, and between the town and river lie
about 1,200 acres of small forest throngl which roads have
been lnid ouf, while a large tank ha¢ been built on {he
priskims of dhodown.  DRAGEHEE waserehed v iy m
1877, and the average municipal receipte during the deeade
ending 1901 were Rs. 5000, Tn 1903-0% they wore
Re. 7,000, the chief source of income being o honse-tax. A
manganese minc is now heing worked nesr the fown. Bald-
ghit has n cerfain amount of trade, but no mannfactures.
14 contnins an Bnzlish middle school, n girld' schicol, and a
digpensary.

v

Crost-veferences—(lor the Tmperial Gazeltecr only). | .

Behir.—Tahsfl in Bilieh4t Distriet, Contral Provinees,
See Baman.

'Bmhmwpnﬁ.-—-'\‘nhwi\ in Chindn Pwund, Trornt Tro-
vineee.” See Braamarvri

Kamthi~Town in Nigpur District, Central Provinees.
feo Kanrrer. ' X

Muhpa.—Town in Nigpur Distriet,. Central Provinen:,
Soe Mounrpa. ' : '

Sonair.—Town in Nigpm Distriet, Centml Provinces.
See Saoxti, ..

e
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