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Page 16, f. n. 2, line 1.—For saranas read $aranas.
18, f. n. 4, line 1l.—For Rescarch read Research.
46, f. n. 3, line 1.—For Karpativrata read Karpativrata.

43, line 1.,—[The name of the king seems to be Kumdraviradatte and not Kumdaravaradatto
For this and some other differences of reading and interpretation, see JAS,

Letters, Vol. RIX, pp. 59-61.—D.C.8.]
48, para. 2, line 7.—For Vasithiputa read Vasithiputa.
48, para. 2, line 8.—For Vasitheputa read Vasithiputa.

43, para. 2, line 13.—Add after the end of the sentence in this line :—

[Pandit L. P. Pandeya informs me that the photograph of the Gunji
rock inscription published in the Chhattisgarh Feudatory States

Gazetteer (p. 193) was supplied by Babu C. S. Ishwar Sekhram,
Diwan of Sakti.—V. V. M.].

49,1. n. 3, line 1.—For Gantamiputra read Gautamiputra.
50, f. n. 6, ine 1.—For Vaapéeyam=read Viajapéyam=.
- 63, f. n. 8, line 1.—For Kalidasa read Kalidasa.
67, f. n. 3, line 6.—For Konamandala reed Konamandala.
75, f.n. 4.—Add 79, f. n. 7.
77, text line 8.—For fay(sit)g@aeq read NIET AT
82, para 2, line 2.—For Naludikkumvenran read Naludikkumvernran.
84, para. 2, line 3.—For A record of read A record at
84, f. n. 11, line 1.—For M&l-Sevir read Mal-Nevir.
91, f. n. 1, line 1.-—For Epigrapy read Epigraphy.
99, text line 2, line 6.—For Kimakkottatta= read Kamakkottatt=
112, para. 3, line 7.—For Svataka read Svétaka.
126, para. 5, line 5.—For Kirttiverman read Kirttivarman.
189, text line 26.—For Si(d)dhalagraimiya- read Si{d*]dhalagramiya-
189, text line 26.—For Pa(m)dukasva read Pajir*|dukasya,
189, text line 28 ——For Jani(13) read Jand(ld).
191, line 4.—For Sid(d*)halagrima read Si{d*]dhalagrama.

191, line 11.—For KéSarakona read Késarakona,

' 191, f. n. 1, line 4.—For Radha read Radha.

3
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196, f. n. 4, line 1.—For Bhringi read Bhringi.

196, line 9.—For Arusa- read Arasu-.

200, f. n. 7.—For abhyuddharana read -abhyuddharana.
202, last para. line 10.—For Paddopa® read Paddopa®.

211, v. 2, text line 7.—[We may read-witwi(ni)eg for sqy(wh)ateg—B. C. C.]

219, text line 1.—For sy read Q.

225, line 3.—For south-west read south-east.
225, para 2, line |.—For Chilamakuru read Chilamakira.

227, line 1.—¥or Lottam read kottam.

4

229, para. 4, line 5.—For [Ré*]vasarmmarikin read [Ré*}vasarmmarikin,

229, para. J, line 1.—For Révasarmma read [Re*vadarmma.

230, para. 2, line 2.—For Kausika-gotra read Kaudika-gotra.

232, para. 2, line 3.—For Kileviiru read Kilevuru.

232, para. 3, line 3.—For Kilevuru or Lévuru read Kileviiru or Lévuru.
235, f. n. 3, line 1.—For Arurornoi read Arouarnoi.

237, para. 5, line 3.—For dynasty of read dynasty or.

233, para. 4, line 4 —For Chamaliru read Chimaluru.

240, para. ¢, line 5.—For Eyariakallu read Eyarikallu.

240, para. 9, line 6.—For Uttamiditya I read Uttamaditya.

242, para. 4, line 8.—For Indukuru read Indukiru.

242, para. 6, line 8.—For Prithvivallabha read Prithvivallabha.

243, para. 1, line 15.— For Rajolu read Rajdlu.

213, para. 1, line 23.—For Prithvivallabha read Prithvivallabha.
246, text line 2.—For -Bola read -Bola.

251, f. n. 4, line 8.—For Chola read Chdla.

2563, para. 2, line 3.—For recordr read records.

269, f. 1. 1, third line of the verse.—For matalingam read matnlingam.
290, f. n. 5, line 6.—For pravésyaa read pravésya.

296, f. n. 4, line 4.—For sunyagara read sunydagara.

212, text line 9.—For Kul read Kula.

312, Translation line 7.—For Viradhavalaram read Viradbavaliram.
316, para. 2, line 10, —For Mallakhéta read Malakheta,

313, t. n. 2, .—For daushtubh read Anushtubh.

328, text line 4.—For °n[rilnam read “n[rijnam,
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328, footnote 6.—For Gondramah read Gondramah |

329, text line 8.—For [|[ 14  *] read [[| 4 '*|

329, text line 11.—For 15 read | 5

329, text line 13. —For || 16 |[*] read |[] 6 )i*]

329, text line 16.—For 17 read 7.

329, text line 18.—For 18 read 8.

330, text line 30.—For =cha- read =cha.

332, line 35.—For Sihara read Sihara.

334, text line 16.—For ®nuss-tra(=ta) reed “nus-tra(s-ta).
334, text line 21.—For Vi read Vi-

334, text line 23.—For trindka-pafichapala read t1ind[da*Jka-pa( pajichapala(lam).
334, footnote 15.—Add See THQ, Vol XXIX, p. 300.
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RAO BAHADUR K. N. DIKSHIT.

Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, M. A., F. R. A. S. B., the late Director General of Archaeology in
India, passed away at Poona on the 12th of August 1946. He was a profound Sanskrit scholar
and a versatile archaeologist conversant with many a branch of archaeology including epigraphy
and numismatics.

Born at Pandharpur in the Sholapur District of the Bombay State on the 21st October 1889,
the late Rao Bahadur had a distinguished educational career from his High School days. He won
laurels in the B. A. and M. A. examinations of the Bombay University in the years 1909 and 1911
respectively. Entertained as a scholar by the Archaeological Department in 1912, he received
training in field archaeology under Sir John Marshall and later worked under the late Dr. D. R.
Bhandarkar and Dr. D. B. Spooner. He worked for some time as Assistant Curator, Prince
of Wales Museum, Bombay, and as Curator, Provincial Museum, Lucknow. In 1918 the late
Rao Bahadur started his official career as Superintendent in the Archaeolagical Survey of India
and held the office for many years in the Eastern and Western Circles. He took a leading part
in the excavations of Mohenjo-Daro during 1923-25. Subsequently he conducted the excava-
tions at various sites, viz., Paharpur in Northern Bengal, Ramnagar in Uttar Pradesh, etc. He
wasg appointed as one of the Deputy Directors General of Archaeology in 1930 and worked as
Government Epigraphist for India for some time in 1932. 1In 1933 he went abroad and enriched
his knowledge by direct contact with renowned archaeologists and institutions in the Western
countries. He was appointed Director General of Archaeology in Indiain 1937 and held
that post till his retirement in 1944. The late Rao Bahadur was President of the Indian History
Congress, Sixth Session, in 1943, and President of the Numismatic Society of India in 1938, 1939
and 1946,

A large number of learned contributions on archaeological and other subjects made to the
Departmental publications and other journals stand to his credit. Besides the Annual Reports
of the circles under his charge and of the Archaeological Survey of India after he became its head,
two monographs (Mem. 4.8.1., Nos. 8 and 55), one dealing with six sculptures from Mahoba and
another on the excavations at Paharpur were written by him. The late Rao Bahadur delivered a
series of lectures on the prehistoric civilization of the Indus Valley in the Sir William Meyer
Lectures Series at the Madras University in 1935. By his death India has lost a great archaeo-
logist and scholar. He edited parts of Volume XXT of this journal. The following is a list of his
contributions to the pages of the Epigraphia Indica :—

1. Sangoh Plates of Harivarman : the 8th year (Vol. XIV).
2. Poona Plates of the Vakataka queen Prabhavati-Gupta : the 13th year (Vol. XV).
3. Garra Plates of the Chandella Trailokyavarman : [Vikrama]-Samvat 1261 (Vol. XVI).
4. A Note on the dates of the Gupta copper-plates from Damodarpur (Vol. XViI),
5. A Nute on the Vakitaka Inseription from Ganj (Vol. XVII).
6. Inscriptions on a Vishnu image from Deopani (Vol. XVIII).
7. Two Harsola copper-plate grants of the Paramira Siyaka of V. 8. 1005 (Vol. XIX).
8. Paharpur copper-plate grant of the [Gupta] Year 1569 (Vol XX).
9. Navagrama grant of the Maharaja Hastin ; G. E. [1]98 (Vol. XXI).
10. The Palanpur Plates of Chaulukys Bhimadéva ; V. 8. 1120 (Vol. XXI).
11. A Note on the Bhor State Museum copper-plate of Khambha II (Vol. XXIII).

12. Three copper-plate inscriptions from Gaonri (Ibid.).
10 DGA/S4.

Y SR



)



CENTRATL,

LIBRA* ey DELIHL
Acce. I T e e
Date.-............ e i iaisicanee

Call No... ot ireecaieseesccasnascacer

EPIGRAPHIA INDICA

AP AROLOGICAL

VOL. XXVII 1947-1948

No. 1.- -PRAKRIT INSCRIPTIONS FROM GHANTASALA
(1 Plate)

J. Pr. VourL. LEIDEN

At the request of Dr. B, Ch. Chhabra. T am editing five Prakrit inseriptions which he copred
on the Ist Januarv 1915 at Ghantasala. a small village in the Kistna District, 13 miles west of
Masulipatam.  He kidly =upplied me with excellent estampages of these mscriptions.  Accord-
me to the information which I received from Dr. Chhabra. Ghantasila 15 a Buddhist site, con-
taining rutned stipas and other remains, but not yet properly explored. It has already vielded
some in~ctiptions of a much later date.  The villagers of Ghantasila are said to have been seeretly
trading in the antiquities of the place and. according to the information gathered by Dr. Chhabra,
cart-loads of marble sculptures found on the spot have been removed. [t need hardly be empha-
sired that such practiees are extremelv detrimental to the interests of archaeologv.  Much usetul
evidence 1~ irreparably lost i the diggings by irresponsible persons. and the dispersion of ~culptured
and inscribed <tones belongmg to the same building or to the same site mu-t unavoidably hinder
their <tudyv, It 1t therefore devontly to be wished that the Archaological Department will soon
take the necessary measures for the preservation and svstematie exploration of this Buddhist
site.

The five inscriptions? here edited are of some historical mterest. although thev contain
no dates. nor names of kings or dyvnasties. In the first place. thev confirm the prevalence and
flourishing ~tate of Buddhism i the delta of the Krishni river during the first centuries of the

Christian era. testuied by the tamous sanctuaries of Amaravati, Jaggavvapeta and Nagarjuni-
konda. The inseribed relie-caskets of Bhattiproln belong to a considerably earher date approxi-
mately 200 B.O" according to Biihler.

Moreover, the Ghantasila mseriptions supply ~some valuable data tor the ancient geography
of Routh India.  Two of them (A4 and B). meised 1 remarkably decorative writing on sculptured
pillars, mention as therr donor a gehapais Bu[d]dhisiri who was a resident of Kantakaséla., A
votive in~cription trom Amarivati. deciphered by Dr. Hultzseh,? refers to an wpdsaka Ult]tara
who hatled from the same locality.  The place-name oceurs also m a long mscription inetsed on the
Hoor of an apsiddd remple (chetiyagharay at Nagarjunikonda.  Among the pous foundations due
to the wpasdka Bodhisir, this record mentions Kamtakasole mahdachétiyasa puvadiaré sela-maidiavo 8
“at Kantakasola a stone pavilion at the eastern gate of the Great Chétiva (Skt chaitya).  When
editing the Nizarpuntkonda mseriptions; I have pointed out that Kantakasola must be identieal
with ~ the emporium Kantakossy la . which Ptolemy (VIL, 1, 13) mentions mmediatelyv atter the

mutithi~ ot the Mailsolos. 7 ¢ the Krishna river.s

Y Apnual Report on South Lndian Epigraphy, for 1917, Nos. 846-33 ; for 1925, No. 523.

It may be recorded here that the credit of the discovery goes to my friend, Xr1 K. Nankaran. the then Dis-
trict Health Othcer of the Kistna District.  Once, in the course of his official tour, he happened to visit Ghantasala
anil stay at the chonl/try where he chanced to see the sculptured and inscribed marble pillar, lving in the compound,
Of the inseniption (B below), he sent me a paper rubbing, the best he could prepare himself with the help of some
powdered charcoal and other improvised means. This prompted me to survey the site and myv visit was rewarded

with the discovery of tour additional inscriptions.—B. Ch. Chhabra.]

3 Jas. Burgess, The Buddhi~f Stupas of Amaravati and Jaggayyapein (4.8.8 1., Vol. T), p. 106, pl. LXI, No. 4.

Luders, List uf Brahm i Lnseriptions, No. 1303,

4 Above, Vol. XX, p. 22, text L. 3.
 Above, Vol. XX, p. 9, and Vol. XXI, p. 88 where my initial reading Kum takaséla was corrected into A mi-

kasola, In the Amardvati inscription referred to above, the vowel-mark of the fourth syllable is distinct.
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2 EPIGRAPHIA INDICA [VoL. XXVII

In the two pillar inscriptions. the nuwe Ko tikeasdlie 3~ preceded by the word ubhasiriradha-
mane, but 1n hoth cases the vowel-marks ot the last two «vlables are conjectural.  There is, how-
ever, a third inscription in which the word oceurs, and here the stroke indicating the vowel é in the
final syllable is perfectly clear. It must therefore be a noun in the locative case, and we are perhaps
justified m assuming that it indicates the Jocality where the monuments to which the inscriptions
refer weie erected. In other words, Ukhasirivadhamana appears to be the ancient name of
Ghantasala. The occurrence of Vardhaminu® us a place-name in ancient India is testified by
mscriptions, the best known exumples bemy the town of Bardwin in Bengal and Vadhvan, the
chief town of & state of the same name in North-Ea<t Kathiawar. Prolemy (VII. 1, 93) mentions
Bardamdna among the inland towns of the MaisGloi, url a< in his davs the # had assumed the
sound value of # which it has in modern Greek, the name is un exact rendering of Vardhamana. The
position assigned by the Greek geographer to Bardumdna i< 1360 15° E 150 13° N, whilst he locates
Kantakossyla at 134° 30" E 110 30’ N.  This render< 1t difficult to identify his Bardamédna with
Ukhasirivaddham3ina.

Another alternative would be to connect the List-mentioned place with Kantakaséla and to
explain 1t as a territorial division in which this emporium was situated.  In support of such an
explanation one might quote the topographical designation = kavemdakaral t)the gaméeé Nadature 7
(Jaggavyapéta mscription No. 2. 1. 2)2 meaning i the village of Nadatiira in the province
(rattha) of Kammaka ’. But the third mscription which opens with Ukhasirivadhamané without
further mention of a town or village prevents us from accepting such an mterpretation.

A pomnt of some interest to which Dr. Chhabra draws my attention is the mention of a maha-
navika named Sivaka in one (£) of the Ghanta<3la m-~ecriptions.  We are reminded of another
mahdanavika,® named Buddhagupta, who is mentioned m a Sanskrit inscription discovered in 1834
by Captain James Low near a ruined Buddhist temple in the province Wellesley of Malaya. The
nscribed slab was presented by him to the Asiatie Nociety of Bengal and must still be preserved
in the Indian Museum, Calcutta. Tn both cases the expression reminds us of the seaborne trade
between Coromandel and Further India carried on under the direction of Buddhist master mariners.

The mscriptions 4 and B are written in a very ornamental kind of writing very similar
to the script emploved in the epigraphic documents of the Ik<hvaku dynasty from Jaggayapeta
and Nagarjunikonda. The Jaggayyapéra inscriptions were assigned by Dr. Biihler to the third
century A.D).  The long-drawn vertical strokes of ka, ra and la aﬂnd of the vowel-marks for ¢ and u
are among the most obvious characteristics of this writing. The hulging base-strokes of 1a, na, ma
and ca, which are also found in the Pallava ins(:rlptir;n~<, ;1;5 well as t}ie shape of ya, seem to point to
a somewhat later development. Tt will. however, be seen that these bulging base-strokes do not
oceur mm inseription € which must be contemporaneons with 4 and B, as the three inscriptions refer
to the same monument, riz., a mapdapa erected by the householder Buddhisiri. The two pillars
on which A and B are incised must have served the purpose of supporting the roof of this pavilion,
%bove the Inseription there are in each cawe two ficures of animals runnin_g from right to lett. The
lions of the first pillar are similar in style to tho<e found on some of the Niagarjunikonda sculptures.

Whereas the inscriptions on these two pillars are excelle

: nt specimens of epigraphjc art, 1t 13
curious that the third

nanner ~ - thix ‘ :
manner. Al,'%mreutl}, this short epigraph wus not intended for permanent record, but was meant
only as a notice, indicating for what edjfice

_ the picee of ~ctlpture on which it is cut was intended.

iscTiption, consisting of w sinvle line of writing, has been done in such a careless

! Place-names, endine ; . .-
¢ B, mg m vardhana, like Kodavardhan. . .
» ; = ’ Sc na and Dharmavardhana, are fairly common.
* Burgess, op. cit., p. 110, pl. LXIL, No. 2. avardhana, a y

3 R LT . .
‘neroin‘goﬁfr?ﬁi%f the_eri)yc.zlﬁ A siatic ;Socze-ty of Br;ngal (New Series), Vol. T (1933), p. 17. The father of Kannaki, the
Dikshitar, has t:;"rz?lislf),;;dhﬁlgﬁsdt“ppad!k?mm ((‘mai 200 A.D.) was a manaikan. The translator, V. R. Ramachandra
whereas it can very wel] > orm as 'sea-captain’, though he has equated it with Skt. mahanayaka (p. 88, n.2),

be makanarvita. F Li8 3 : :
Assistant to the Government Elrfif;atpiiat. ©I' t1s information I am indebted to Mr. M. Venkateramayya,
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This sculpture is a recumbent lion figure, alas sadly mutilated, the head and forelegs having vanish-
ed. We may Imagine that ornamental sculptures of this kind were carved by the sculptor« in their
workshop and that, when several orders had to be carried out, a notice like the present was not
superfluous.

The fourth inscription (D) is found on a stone slab which must also have belonged to a pillar,
as part of the decorative carving in the shape of a lotus-rosette is visible over the writing. The
pillar is- split from top to bottom with the result that of the six lines of writing only the initial
five, six or seven aksharas have been preserved. The fragmentary state of the epigraph renders
it impossible to state its exact purport. The opening word sidham 1s followed by the locative
Patané which probably indicates the locality where the monument of which the pillar formed
part was erected. We may safelv assume that the first line ended with the syllables apa-, so that,
when combining them with the beginning of the second line we have [dpalraséliyanam. The
Pali chronicles of Ceylon (Makhdrainsa, v.12, and Dipavamsa, v. 54) mention the Pubba-and Apara-
sélikas as two subdivisions of the Mahasanghikas. The Aparasélikas are presumably the same
as the Aparamahavinaséliyas, mentioned three times mn the Nagarjunikonda inseriptions.

The fifth inscription (£), which is cut on a stone slab, consists of three lines. The aksharas
ta, ya and ha show a different and perhaps carlier type, when compared with the inscriptions A4-
D. The writing is plain and irregular. The mseription 1x well preserved with the exception of a
portion of the third line where a few letters have hecome effaced. Evidently, the inscription
records the pious gift, by a lady, of an ayaka pillar.  Such  pillars existed also at Amaravati, Jag-
gayyapéta and Nagarjunikonda. The term met with in the Jaggayyapéta inscriptions is ayuka-
khambha, which I have discussed in my edition of the Nagarjunikonda iuscriptions.?

We now proceed to give transcripts and translations of the five inscriptions,

TEXTS TRANSLATIONS
A2 A
1 [Si1}dham |  Ukhasirivadha[mane] Kari- Success ! At Ukhasiriva[d]dbamana this
takasola-vathavéna stone manpdapa with a gandhakuti, a
2 Dhammavaniya-puténa Budhisirigahapa- ratling (védika)® and a torapa was caused
tina 1mari to be made by the householder Bu[d]-
3 séla-mamdapd sa-garhdhakuadi-vEtika-to- dhisiri, the son of Dhammavaniva
rand karité ti a resident of Kantakasdla.
B¢ B
1 Sidhara | Ukhasirivadham[a]ué  Kurh- Ditto.3
takasola-vatha[véna] o
2 Dhammavaniya-putcéna Budhisirigaha-
patina [1mari] _
3 séla-mardapd sa-varndhakudi-vetika-
torand k[arito ti]
C C
Ukhasirivadham[a]né Budhi-rigihavati- Of the mapdupa of the householder Bu[d]dhisin
mamdavasa | at Ukhasiriva[d]s lh.imana

1 Above, Vol. XX, p. 2. Ct. N Paranavitana, The Stipa in Ceylyn  (Memoirs  Arch. Surva of Ceyion,

Vol. V), 1947, pp. 79 f.
2 The inscribed pillar was found Uy Dr. Chhabra near the Ramanamma tank at Ghantasila.

8 The form 2étika occurs in Amarivatl inscriptions (¢ef. Luders, List, \'os 1216 and 1269;. With the personal
name Dhammm aniya we may compare Budhifvalruva i msenption #, 1. 2, from \agar]unlkonda \3bove Vol.
XX, p

4 The m.,cmbed pillar, about 5 ft. long and 1 {t. wide, is square below and octagonal above. It is now .o the

vompound of the choultry.
5 The text of B is identical with that of A from which the missing syllables have been restored.
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D1 D
3 Sidham Patundc pu.... .. . [Apa-] The text is too fragmentary to allow of being
¢ rasélivanarn ma ... ... e translated.  The terw poregitifod. mean-
3 nam bhadamta-Namda cha............ ing ‘a female ascetle L oceurs twice m a
4 budhr upajhdvasa ..o oL : votive inscription frow Anwarivari pub-
5 varmndhava pavapr[ka] ..o oo oL hshed by Dr. Haltzech (Buraesso op.
6 kavar avam cha ... o o oL i, p.o 90, Plate LX. No. a0,
ﬁ‘z L‘
I Galiapatjijnd Navarasa putasa  hahding- (T'hs] ayaka pillar = the prous cift of the fotse
vikasa Sivakasa wife Ultltarada[t]rd Sildjdbaft]thani -
2 [hhiarivava charaniva LUtaradatayva ta, the wife of the measter marmer Sivaka,
N1 ]ditham|jtava mai—pzitikﬁ,}'ii the <on of the  Louseholder >avard,
3 sa-duhutakava  sa-mntfajmachava avaka-? together with her hushand. her  daugh-
[thalbha [dejvadhama ter(s) and her triends and  companions,

The vowel-marks in this inscrviption are mdistinet.  Ctaradataya should possibly be restored
to Utura-dulintuya * the daughter of Ultjtara "o Ct. dabutaya, dohutiga, sa-dviitafoase 1 Amalas
vatl in~criptions.  The deandva mettamache ha (Skt. wotydmdatya)y 1= usual in Pali. In the Anmara-
vatl w~criptions we usually find sa-mta-piti-baindhara.

No. 2.—- BADAMI INSCRIPTION OF CHALIKYA VALLABHESVARA : SAKA 465
(1 Plate )

R. S, PANcHAMURHI, DHARWAR

The inscription edited below 1s engraved in an inaceessible part of a big elif about 250 feet
high. in the northern forr at the back of the Battérappa temple at Badami in the Bijdpur Dixtrict.
The <pot where the in~cription i~ found 18 not approachable either from the hotrom or tfrom the
top, being sitnated approxunately 120 feet hugh from the bottom of the clift.  The hili-rgek appears
to have been cut t]ll"()ll}_h, eist to west, f()rn}_jng_{ 4 Narrow I);lt]}-“‘;l}' and the castein outlet towards
Tattukdte and other gorges are closed by artificial brick walls rendering  the fort  impenetrable to
the enemies, The tecord 15 mewred on the northern face of this rock.

Durmmg myv visit to Badamu m the last week of Febraaev, 1941, 1 discovered this mscription
but no estampage of 1t could be taken then, on aceount of the ditticuity of approac o and for waut
ot =witable assistance to devise means to reach the spot. 1 had to return disappotnted, but m
June 1911 1 outhered assistance from the tocal bee-searers who are expert ~citlers of hill-rocks for
collecting honey, and managed to have a beautiful exstampage of the epigraph taken by o meehanic
of my oftice.  Iu the meanwhile, however, the dizscovery of the inscription had been announced
m a Press .r"ommﬂ{,t?'gfté about the middle of June, 1941, hy the Director (reneral of A\rrhmolog}* in
India New Delhi, who had been furnished with a photograph of the same by the Superintendent,
Archawological Surevey, Western Circle, Poona. On an enquiry, the late Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit,
the Director General of Archwology, informed me that - Mr.  Joglekar who was deputed to
photograph ~ome conservation work, also tonk a photograph of the inscription, the existence of
which he knew from the Public Works Department Karkun, Mr. M. 8. Sankannavar. There is,

'The inscribed fragment is now in the house of Sri Vemuri Venkayya. ex-President of the local Panchayas
Board.

? The inscribed slab i8 now in the house of Sri Gorripati Venkatasubbayya.
¥ Read ayaka. '
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therefore, no question of Mr. Joglekar being aware of your discovery of the same in February last,
when he went to Badami on 18th April ”. The discovery of the inscription was made independent-
ly both by me and by the Archzological Survey, Western Circle, Poona. The inscription is edited
below at the desire of the Director General of Archseology, from the impression taken under my
supervision.

The characters belong to the southern class of alphabets prevalent in the Dekkan m the
5th and 6th centuries A. D. and resemble the script of the early Kadamba copper-plate grants of
Harivarman! and Krishnavarman II2 and more closely that of the Badam: cave inscription of
Kirtivarman 1, dated Saka 500.2 The writing covers an area 3° 47 hv 3’ 1" and the height of
the biggest letter is approximately 7" and the smallest 37. The letters are well-formed anid holdly
executed and the whole inscription is well preserved. Inrespect of palesography the following
points may be noted : Among the vowels, only the nitial a1s used twice m Asramedh-a° (1. 2) and
adhasiad (1. 5). The medial sign for @ is formed by the addition of a downward bend on the right
side at the top of the letter, as tor example, dsvamédh-adi (1. 2), Vatapim (1. 4), except in the case
of 7 where the middle horizontal arm is taken up and curved to the left ax in yajrdnamn yujva
(1. 2). The long i is distinguished from the short one by a curve inade at the top, e g.
vidhanatah (1. 2) and achtkarat (1. 5). The u-sign 1s marked m two wav<: (1) by a hook at the
bottom turned to the left as in varsheshu (l. 1), durgga (l. 3), ete.® and (it) by a tube-like bend
shooting from the bottom to the right side of the letter, see: e.g. chatus- (1. 1), bhuwakh (1. 4). The
iong # is shown by an ordinary # mark with a downward curve added to the right side of it.  The
signs for ¢, 5 and an are of the usual archaic type: see e. g. Asvamedh-a®(l. 2), Chalikya (1. 3) and
¢érauta (1. 2). Orthography is free from errors. The language i Sans<krit.

The record consists of five lines of writing, of which the first line is in prose and the remaining
four are the four feet of two Anushtubh verses forming a yugma. It states that in Saka year 4658
the Chalikya king, who 1s described as a performer of sacrifices such as 4svamédha according
to the $ranta rites, as born of Hiranvagarbha® and as Vallabhédvara, made the great hill of Vatapi
into an invincible citadel unapproachable from the top as well as from the bottom. for the
prosperity (i.e. ~ecurity) of the earth. In fact the hill-rock 1s cut across to make a narrow paas
about 250 feet deep which event is commemorated by the present msertption engraved on one.
half of the rock. [There is no reference in the inscription to the construction of a pass.—C. R. K.]

The record is of historical importance in more than one way. Firstly, it furni<hes the earliest
authentic instance of the use of the Saka erain inscriptions. The pillar in~cription cf
Kirtivarman I in the Vaishnava cave at Badami bearing the Saka date 300 wa~ considered so far,
as the earliest lithic document mentioning the Saka era bv name.® An earlier instance of this
era is cited in the Lokavibhaga of Sunhasiin, a Digambara Jaina work 1w Sanskrit, which is stated
to have been completed in 80 beyond 300, (i.e., 380) of the Saka years.”

1 Above, Vol. XIV, p. 163.

2 Ibsd., Vol. VI, p. 18. The characters of this grant (Bannahalli plates) betray a stron: influence of the carly
Pallava script, in the box-head and the formation of the looped [, etec. . )

3 Ind. Ant., Vol. X, p. 38.

¢ [The consonant following r is doubled in oneinstance and not in others : see durgga (1.3) and varshéshy (1. 1)
and garbha (1. 3V, - R, K.]

¢ See foot-note to Translation below on p. 9.

¢ I'nd., Ant. Vol. III, p. 305 and Vol. X, p. 8.

? Above, Vol. XIV, p. 334.  Mysore Arch. Report, 1922, p. 23.  The relevant verse is extracted in the Myvore
Arch. Report, 1910, p. 46, thus :—

Samvatsaré tu dvavimée Kanchiduh Simiavarmmanal | adily-agré Sak.ghranam (ddanam in the Midabidare

manuscript) siddham = ¢tach=chhala-traye '
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Secondly, it is interesting to note that the name Vatapi was associated with * the best moun-
tain > (dharadharéndra) only, before the durgga (fortress) had been built there, by the Chalikya
king, which perhaps shows that prior to this event, the place was not used as a stronghold of political
power.! From tradition and the local chronicle, the Makidkitandhatmya, 1t 1s, however, well
known that the hill-region round about Vatapt had been occupted by the two demons, Vatap: and
Ilvala, who are said to have been killed by the mystic power of the sage Agastyva who is credited
with the first colonization of the Dalshinapatim (Dekkan), south of the Vindhya~. No historical
remains assignable to the pre-Chalukvan date are however forthvoming in the area, except the
dolmens at Ramatirtha in the ~ame raonge of hills, about two miles from the present village of
Badami. These dolmens, situated a- they are on the top of the hill, were perhaps used as shelters
in times of war by the inhabitants of the plains daring the pre-historic period.?  The next certain
event connected with the place is the construction of the Fort in Suka 165 a< recorded in the ins-
cription under publication.

It is not difficult to find out the name of the Chalukya king who constructed the Fort. From
the date and the distinguishing epithet “performer of a horse-sacrifice’, it may be concluded
that he must be, Pulikesin I, father of Kirtivarman I, who was the first member of the family
to celebrate a horse-sacrifice and founded the capital of Vatapi as recorded in the Aihole inscription
of Pulikésin I13 The performance of a horse-sacr:fice is indicative of his independent positiont
which he must have achieved after defeating and ousting the early Kadambas of Vaijayanti who
were in possession of the Badami tract. This is the first authentic document of Pulikésin 1.
The two sets of copper-plates, namely the Pimpalt.cr plates® and the Altém plates,® purporting to
belong to Maharajadhirija Satyasraya Pulakédin are proved to be palpable forgeries of 10th-11th
century A.D. on account of the developed alphabet and language employed in them.

From the Pandarangapalli grant of Avidhéya? which. on account of the mention of the Bhadra-
pada year according to the Barhaspatya cvcle, and other historical synchronisms, has been assigned
to A.D. 516, it mayv be gathered that the country up to the Bhimai at least, in the north, was subject
to the rule of Avidhéya. son of Dévaraja. And the counuvry south of the Bhima appears to have
belonged to the Kadambas whose territorv embraced an extensive area up to the sea 1n the west.

1 The expression dharadharéndra-Viatapim=ajéyam, etc., means | the unconquerable mountain of Vitapi”
showing thereby that the hill wasalso called after the demon Vatapi like the village Vatapi [per conlra see Trans-
lation below.—N.L.R.]. The latter 1s mentioned by the Greek geographer Ptolemy (2nd century A.D.) under the
name Badiamaioi (Badami). See McCrindie's dncient India as described by Ptolemy, p. 171,

2 See Rev. Anglade and Rev. Newtor, T'he Dolmens on the Pulney Hills (Memoirs of the Archaclogical Survey,
No. 36), where certain groups of dolmens are similarly surmised to be places of shelter in times of war (p. 9).

? Pulikésin I is described thus :—Srit-éndulkinlir =api Sri-Vallabhé=py=ayasid=Vatapipuri-iadhi-varatém
[1.7* 1 . . bhis =cha yéna hayameédha-ydjina prapit-avabhitha-majjana babhau [18%] (Above, Vol.
VI, p. 4).

4 Usually, only imperial monarchs are empowered to perform a horse-sacrifice in cognisance of their unchalleng-
ed sway over the land. Thus, the famous Gupta king Yamudragupta celebrated it after his digvijaya campaign,
In the _{pustamba-Srauta-sitra (chapter XX), however, the Narvabhauma as well as the a-sarvabhauma kings are
allowed to perform the Aévamédha sacnfice, ¢f. Raja Sirvablawmé =svamédhéna yujéta apy-asareabkaumah. The
Kadamba king Krishnavarman I who was not an imperil monarch celebrated it and was known by the distinctive
epithet Asvamédhayajin. Apparently, he must have performed the sacrifice in token of his significant victories
over the Pallavas (See the Ruling dynasties of Karvatak, th. K.ud 1 bas, in Kannada, by Messrs. N. L. Rao and

R. 5. Panchamukhi, in the Prabuddha Karnataka Vol. XX, part II, p. 114), Pulikésin I who had just carved out a

separate kingdom could never lay ctaim to any imperial position.  Still, even as a chief, he had subdued the enemies
and estabhished himself almost independently at Vatapi.

¥ Ind. Ant, Vol. IX, p. 294. See also #tad., Vol. XXX p. 216, No. 23,

¢ Ind. Ant., Vol. VII, p. 211 and ibid., Vol. XXX, p. 215, No. 33,

? Mysore Arch. Report, 1929, pp. 197. f. Here the country round about Pandarangapall (Pandharpur)
has been connected with the early Rashtrakuts dynasty of Maninka.
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For, the Birir plates of Kadamba Vishyuvarmant (A.D. 495-520) inform us that the Sindhuthaya-
rashtra (perhaps modern Sindagi taluk in the Bijapur District) and the Karnnésaka river (probably
the Krishna) were included in the Kadamba territory. The Sangolli plates of Harivarman (A.D.
038-570) which, according to the caleulation of Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, are dated in A.D. 545,
September 21, Thursday, were issued by the king from his capital Vaijayanti,? whereas the Benniir
plates of Krishnavarman 11 (A.D. 545-570)3 of the collateral branch which ruled from Triparvata,
record a gift when the king had started on an expedition against Vaijayanti.* This would clearly
show that, at this period, the Kadamba power was undermined by internecine wars. This appa-
rently afforded an excellent opportunity for a strong person to spring on the scene and establish
an imndependent kingdom. It is possible to surmise that Pulikésin I availed himself of this oppor-
tunity and established himself at Vatiapi prior to A.D. 543, the date of the present inscription,
and, in token of his unchallenged position, pertormed a horse-sacrifice.’ There is, however, no
definite evidence forthcoming to postulate that Pulikééin 1 or his father was subordinate to the
Kadambhas. The Undikavatika grant of Abhimanyu,® on the other hand, mentions a certain
Jayasirigha as the commander of Harivatsakotta and if Avidhéya, son of Dévaraja and grandson
of Mananka, who was the donor of the Pandarangapalli grant, could be connected with Abhimanyu,
son of Bhavishya, who was one of the three sons of Dévarija, son of Mananka, it may plausibly
be suggested that Jayasithha, the grandfather of Puliké$in I, was identical with his namesake
mentioned above and that in the course of time, Pulikésin I seized the territory round about
Badami from a successor of Avidhéya. But this surmise is based on the assumption that the
latter wielded political administration south of the Bhimi upto the confines of the Kadamba
ternitory including Badami, which is not likely, in view of the statements contained in the Birdr
plates mentioned above. Further, Jayasingha of Harivatsakétta belonged to the Rewa State
in Central India, whereas the grandfather of Pulikésin I is not known to have any political con-
nection with that part of the country.” It is therefore reasonable to suppose that Pulikésin seized
the northern part of the Kadamba kingdom from Harivarman or his successor, sometime before
A. D. b43.

Harivatsakotta has not been identified vet. Since the grant recorded in the plates refers to
a temple of Dakshina-Siva at Pétha-Pangaraka, 1dentified with Pagara about 4 miles north of
Pachmarhi® and the village granted, namely, Undikavatika is surmised to be one of the two

' kp. Carn., Vol. VI, Kadur No. 162, with plate. The plates are considered to be spurious on account of
the orthographical errors and a slightly irregular alphabet. But the geographical details and the events attri-
buted to Vishnuvarman may be relied upon.

2 Above, Vol. XIV, p, 163. Rao Bahadur Dikshit informs me on the date of the Sangolli plates as follows :—
“I have given both 526 A.D. and 543 A.D. as likely dates of this phenomenon (i.e. Vishuva). It now appears
to me that 526 A.D. is the more probable date. This would bring Harivarman’s accession to 519 A.D. up to which
the reign of Ravivarman is likely to have extended . This change 1n the date of Harivarman does not aFect
the statement that there was internal trouble in the Kadamba house-hold at the time of Krishnavarman, which
is evident from his attack on Vaijayanti.

* It is clear from a synchronistic study of the Kadamba history at this period, that Harivarman of the main
branch was a contemporary of Krishnavarman II of the Triparvata branch as both were removed from the com-
mon ancestor Kakusthavarman by five generations. Further, from the contemporaneity of Krishnavarman I
with the Ganga king Madhava II whose date is arrived at to fall between 470-495 A.D. by calculating backwards
from certain definite landmarks in the Ganga chranology, 2iz., the Halkir stone inscription of Sripurusha and the
Penukonda plates of Madbava III assigned to A.Dr 473, etc., the date of Krishnavarman II is fixed between 545
and 570, which is approximately the pericd of Harivarman.

*Ep. Carn,, Vol. V, BL. 245, The king is descmbed in the plates by the expression Vaijayanti-vijaya-
abhiprasthitak.

* See p. 6 n. 4 above.
¢ Above, Vol. VIII, p. 163.

? See the Musore Aich. Report, 1929, p. 205 where a possible suggestion of their indentity has been made.
 Ind. dnt., Vol. XXX, p. 511 and note J 6.

yalram=
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villages named “QOontiyva " in the same neighbourhood, it is not unlikely that the fort of Harivat-
sakdtta, whose commander Javasiigha was a witness to the grant, was situated somewhere in
the same province. It is. however, possible to think that the expression Harivatsakaottanigraha
means ' the reducer (nigraha) of the fort of Harivatsakotta 7 and that, wherever the fort mught
have been ~itiated, the person who reduced it, namely Jayasingha, might have belonged to the
region near ahout Pandarangapalli, i.e.. to the kingdom of Avidhéya, which closelv adjoined the
Kadamba ternitorv.  On tlus supposition, the two homonymous persons might be identical with
each other.  This 1+ also 1 agreement with the description of Javasiriha given in the Aihole 13-
cription® of Pulikéin Il in the words :—

...... rape Lakshimir=bhirvitu-chapal=api cha krita Sauryyéna yén=atmusat(d)=raj=asij=J ayasiiha-
vallabha it! khydtai=Chaluky-@nrayah. ( There was, of the Chalukya lineage, the king named
Javasunha-vallabha who in battle. ... .. by his bravery made Fortune his own, even though she
18 suspected of fickleness 7))

It this identification i« correct, it would follow that the Chalukyas of Badami held a subordt-
nate position under an earlier hranch of the Rashtrakiitas and when a suitable opportunity offered
itself, they carved out an independent principality on the wreck of the kingdom of their overlords
and of the Kadambas of Vaijayanti.

leet as-igns the Undikavitiki grant to * approximately the seventh century A. D.”" (Dyn.
Kan. Dist., p. 336). In the matter of assigning dates to records merely on grounds of paleography,
the approximation has been often too wide of the mark. For example, the Talagunda pillar ins-
cription® has heen placed by Kielhorn in the 6th century A.D., whereas the latest researches have
proved an earlier date, .e., 5th century A. D., for it. Similarly, the Malepadu plates of Punyaku-
mara which are considered to belong to circa A.D. 800 have to be relegated to an earlier period.
Accordingly, the Undikavatikd grant, whose alphabet resembles closely the characters of the
charters of Kadamba Krishpavarman I1, the Polamiiru plates of Vishnukundin Madhavavarman
Janasraya, and the Ramatirtham plates of Vishpukundin Indravarman, may reasonably be pushed
back to the 6th century A.D. which agrees with the period of Abhimanyu, the grandson of
Dévaraja, father of Avidhéya (516 A.D.) of the Pandarangapalll grant.

Thus, Jayasiriha could possibly have waged war with the Kadambas in the first half of the
6th century A.D. and with the decline of the Rashtrakiitas in the north of the Bhima and the defeat
and destruction of the Kadambas in the South, he himself or Pulikéin I, in all probability the
latter,® might have occupied the Kadamba territory making Badami his capital. Badami, as
already ohserved, was a place of some importance in the period before Jayasimha, since it finds men-
tion by Ptolemy (2ud century A.D.) under the name Badiamaioi.*

TEXTS

1 Svasti{*] Saka-varshéshu chatus-$atéshu pafcha-shashti-yutéshu
2 Ajvamédh-idi-yajianim yajva srauta-vidhanatah [ |*]

3 Hiranvagarbha-sambhiitas=Chalikyé Vallabhésvarah [;|1]{*]

4 Dharadharéndras-Vatipim==ajéyam=Dbhutayé bhuvah [|*]

5 adhastid=uparishtich=cha durggam===&tad=achikarat {}!2}|*]

1 Above, Vol. VI, pp. 1 ff.

2 Above, Vol. VIII, p. 31.

3 See foot-note 1 on page 5 above.

¢ McCrindle, Ancient India as described by Plolemy, edited by 8. N, Majumdar, p. 171.
' From the ink impression and photograph.

¢[The reading Dharddharéndram is also possible.—C.R.K.]
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No. 3 ] NANDGAON INSCRIPTION OF YADAVA KRISHNA: SAKA 1177. 2

TRANSLATION

(Line 1) Hail! In the Saka years four hundred and sixty-five,

(Lines 2—b5) the Chalikya (king), Vallabhésvara, performer of the ASvaméadhka and other
sacrifices according to the Sraufa rites (and one), born of Hiranyagarbha® made the besthill of
Vatapi (or Vatapi in the best hill) into a fortress unconquerable from the top as well as from

the bottom, for the prosperity of the earth.

No. 3.—NANDGAON INSCRIPTION OF YADAVA KRISHNA : SAKA 1177
' V. V. MirasHI, AMRAOTY

This inscription was first brought to notice in the second edition? (published in 1931) of the
late Rai Bahadur Hiralal’s Inscriptions tn C. P. and Berar, p. 140, where a short description of
its contents is given. It is edited here from a good estampage which I owe to the kindness of

Dr. B. Ch. Chhabra.

The inscription 18 incised on an outside wall of the temple® of Khand@ivara on a hillock on
the outskirts of Nandgaon, a willage about 20 miles north by east of Amraoti in the Amraoti
IDistrict of Berar. The record covers a space 2° 5” broad and 9”7 high and consists of six lines.
The stone on which it was incised was not originally made quite smooth and the technical execution
also was not good. Besides, being exposed to the jnclemency of weather for several centuries,
the record has suffered considerably, especially in the last line. The reading of a few aksharas
here and there is therefore not free from doubt.

The language 1s a mixture of Sanskrit and Marathi. The opening formula which mentions
the date and the reigning king’s name is in Sanskrit,* but the subsequent portion which states the
object of the record 18 in old Marathi, as in several other inscriptions of the period.® The ortho=
graphy shows the substitution of the lingual sk for kh in lashauli, a peculiarity which the present
inscription shares with several other records of the Yadavas.® Of lexicographical interest is the
Marathi word Vadavd. In the form Badava, it denotes, in modern Marathi, a ‘ temple-priest ’,
but in the age to which the present record belongs, it had the wider sense of a “ royal functionary.’?

The inscription refers itself to the ° victorious reign = of the illustrious Praudhapratapa
Chakravartin Kanhiradéva. The title borne by the king indicates that he must have belonged
to the Yadava dynasty of Dévagiri. He can therefore be none other than Krishna, the grand-

———

! The epithet Hirarnyagarbha-sambhiita occurs in the Mahakiita pillar inscription of Mangaléda also (Ind. 4nt.,
Voi. XIX, pp. 9ff.). 1t refers to the celebration of the great gift of Hiranyagarbha (golden womb), one of the sixteen
makiadanas enumerated in Hémadri's Danakhanda, chapter 5, and the Malsyapuranae, chap. 249. While editing
the Mattepad plates of Damodaravarman (above, Vol. XVII, p. 328), Hultzsch first suggested its correct meaning
as referring to a Mahadana and not to the four-faced god Brahmi. BSeealso D, C. Sircer’'s Svccessors of the
Satavahanas, pp. 50ff. where relevant details from the Matsyapurana are given.

2 The inscription is not listed in the first edition of the work published in 19186.

3 It is a combined temple of Khandédvara, Dévi and Narasimha, with a common sabkamandapa. The temple
is said to be Hémadapanli, 1.e., constructed by Hémadapant or Hémadri, a minister of the Yadava kings Mahadéva
and Ramachandra. The writer in the 4Amraoti District Gazetteer doubts this and expresses his opinion Shat it is
probably not more than 200 years old, but as the present inscription shows, it is somewhat earlier 4han even the
time of Hémadri,

¢ Even in this portion, there is Saku for Sake.

* See, ¢ g., the inscriptions of the time of Ramachandra. G. H. Khare, Sources of the Medineval History of the
Deccan, Vol. 1, pp. 79 ff. and Vol. II, pp. 7 {f.

¢ See, ¢.g., above, Vol. XXV, p. 8.

7 See, e.g., Phulabadué, above, Vol. XXV, p. 200.
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son of Siighana, who succeeded the latter in A. D. 1247 and ruled up to A. D. 1260. Kanhira is
evidently a Prakrit form of the Sanskrit name Krishpa. Other forms of the same name occurring
in inscriptions and contemporary literature of the Mahanubhavas are Kanhara, Kanha, Kanhira
and Kandhara! The present inscription is dated in the year 1177 of the Saka era, the cvechie
year being Ananda. As no farther details such as month, fortnight, t:thi, week-dav or nalshatra
are given, the date does not admit of verification, but it may be noted that the cyclic vear Ananda
corresponded to Saka 1177, current. Dates of epigraphic records are generally given in expired
Saka years, the cyclic years quoted with them being of course current. The date of the present

record is noteworthy as it cites a current Saka year. The corresponding year of the Christian
era was A. D. 1254-55.

This iz the only record of Krishna’s reign found so far in Berar. Another record of the
same king’s reign has been discovered at Markandi in the Chanda District of the Central Provinces,?
but 1t is not dated. Even before Krishna’s reign, Berar was occupied by the Yadavas, for an
inscription discovered at Amrapur in the Buldani District, bearing the date Saka 1133, belongs
to the reign of Krishna’s grandfather Sighana,® and Kholsévara, Smghana’s General, records,
in his Amba inscriptions, several religious and charitable works which he constructed in Berar.t
From the Purshottampuri plates recently published in this journal,s we learn that Krishna
terrified the king of Kosala, i. e., Dakshina-Kosala or modern Chhattisgarh. It 1s not therefore
surprising that records of his reign should be found as far east as the Amraoti District in Berar
and the Chanda District in C. P. It may be noted in this connection that according to the Lila-
charitra, an old Marathi biography of Chakradhara, the founder of the Mahanubhiva sect, Krishna
had gone as far as Lonar in the Buldana District of Berar to meet Chakradhara in the Saka year
1178, 1. e., only two years after the date of the present record.®

The object of the present inscription is to record the donations of a gadyana’? each by some
persons for the (perpetual) offerings of flowers evidently at the temple of Khandéévara. The
inscription names ten persons, the first nine of whom provided for the offering of one likhauli®
or a lakh of flowers and the tenth, for two lakhaulis.

The gadyana or gadiyine was a coin of gold. The Kharepatan plates? dated Saka 930 men-
tion the customs duty of one suvarpa-gadiyina (gold gadyana) levied on every sea-going vessel
coming from foreign lands which the Silihira king Rattarija assigned to some Saiva asceiics.
Kittel found at Bellary and occasionally in Mysore small gold coins called gadydpas of the weight
of ruvvi or a farthing.?® The custom of making provision for the perpetnal offerings of flowers
at temples 1= also known from some other records of that age. A stone Inscription at Pandharpur,
popularly known as the inscription of Chauryasi,’t which belongs to the reign of the Yadava kinz

1 Bom. Gaz., Vol. 1, pt. ii, p. 526 ; Lilacharitra, ed. by Mr. H. N. Nene, Vol. 11, pt. i, p. 16.

* Bharata Itihdsa Samsédhaka Mandala Quarterly, Vol. XIX, pp. 85 ff.

? Above, Vol. XX], p. 127.

* G. H. Khare, Sources of the Medvaewul History of the Deccan, Vol. L pp. 64 ff. [See also Bom, tsuz. Vo, I, pt,
i, pp. 240, 242, ete.—Ed.]

> Above, Vol. XXV, p. 2]0,

* Lilacharitra, Vol 1, pp. 30 ff. The interval is taken to be two vears, because the present inscription was
put up in Naka 1177 current or 1176 expired.

' The present inscription uses throughout the abbreviation ga for gadyana as in some other inseriptions of
the time.

® Lakhault or lakholy (Nanskrit, lak <k-dvalt) 1s a Marithi word meaning a ‘lakh’, 7. ¢, a hundred thousand,
* Above, Vol. III, pp. 292 f.

10 1bid., p. 296, n. 7.

1t This inscription was first referred to by Pandit Bhagwanlal Indrajiin the Sholapur District Gazettcer. It
has been fully edited by the late Mr. V. K. Rajawade in the Marathi Magazine Granthamal (now defune 5).
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No.3 ] NANDGAON INSCRIPTION OF YADAVA KRISHNA: SAKA 1177 I1

Ramachandra, records similar donations of gadyapas and damas (drammas) for the offerings of
flowers aud vlasi leaves to the deity Vitthal of Pandharpur. The inscription indicates that the
sums were invested with some merchants of the place and the interest on them was utilised to

provide for the daily offerings of flowers, cte., to the deity.

TEXT?
1 w5 @fg [1F] WEFS 1190 WeAzHaE(T] AT FHAESUATIH-
afa =TT

2 [felzafasavse amudTHEt  sn[wmwUfqefua  Swid-

e

fafat . . . afa((=@) <fafaa’zaist aeg(d]’ FNamaga sm@ara’ a° 4
[ags]’ u- ]

4 fed ew @S] « ¢ [*] E[E_raw 2w @@ @ ¢ [*] Wig-
faamas 39 «wAIT @ ¢ O*] e

by |

fza ew wnmif!w’ w1 ¢ [1*] Wrufaarad T @ie’ w1 i*] wat
ga amf®Ee w9 [1¥]

6 [m@e (el smd « ¢ [*] [wfA?!] [l za smwmisd
a ¢ [*] [EreseE]" [gw] fgesmalel’ [1*]

! From an inked estampage,.

2 Expressed by a symbol,

3 Read Sri-Saké.

1 The three alsharas that follow are uncertain,

5 Read tan-niripita. [Better reading should be afa®fulq] faw@ars) as1F, The length of BT is inked over
in the impression. What follows this letter is a clear ka. The purport would then be that (the officer) Visalavadi.
Vamndika Sri-Sémadéva and others gave what is stated in the sequel. © Vandaka ’ is probably connected with the
Skt. word vantaka =distnibutor, apportioner. He may be a local officer corresponding to the Telugu ¢ Ontudaru’=
‘ Jocal revenue officer ’ in the Zamindari tracts. Compare the term valta in vatta-grameéyakah in Ep. Ind. Vol
XXIV, p. 297.—C. R. K.}

¢ Vadavo and Vadau further on in the same line are nominative singular forms of the old Marathi word Vaduva.

7 Read lakhaulie or lakholie. This is a form of the dative singular in old Marathi, meaning ‘for a lakhols’
(here, a lakh of flowers).

s> The abbreviated form ga is used here throughout for gadyapa. The Pandharpur stone imscription, wen-
tioned above, also has ga in all places except one where the full form gaduana is used.

¢ [The original reads ggv .—C. R. K.}

10 [ Better reading would be ufg =z g —C. R. K.]
11 [The original seems to read gygsersy —C. B. K.]

12 The akshuras stating the number of gadyanas are lost.
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No. 4 —MANDASOR INSCRIPTION OF MALAVA SAMVAT 524
(I Plate)

M. B. GArDE, GWALIOR

I discovered the subjoined mscription in the summer of the year 1923 at Mandasor, while
I encamped there for excavating ancient sites., A short note on the record contributed by me
has heen published on page 187 of the Annual Report of the Archmological Survey of India for

1922-23.  But for one reason or another I was not able to edit the epigraph with facsimile, full
text and translation till now.

Mandasor iz the headquarters of a district of the same name in Gwalior State. 1t 1s a place
of antiquarian 1nterest, identified with the ancient town Dasapura which is mentioned in two
inscriptions! in the Buddhist caves at Nasik (2nd century A. D.), in the Méghadita® of Kahdasa

(Sth century A. D.), in Byihatswmhitd® (6th century A. D.) and in another inscription* found at
Mandasor (5th century A. D.).

The stone on which the inscription is engraved was found stuck up in the inner face of the

east wall of the Fort® at Mandasor. 1t is now preserved in the Archaological Mugseum at
Gwalior,

The stone, characters and style of engraving of our inscription are strikingly similar to those
of the Mandasor inscription of Kumaragupta and Bandhuvarman® which was recorded only five
years later than our inscription. 'The inscription is on the whole well preserved with the excep-
tion of a letter here and a letter there, and it has heen possible to decipher the whole text with
certamty. The inscribed surface measures sixteen and a half inches broad by eight and a half
1nches high. There are fifteen lines of writing in Gupta characters of the Southern variety, the

average size of letters being -& of an inch. The language is Sanskrit, free from any grammati-
cal solecisins.  But there are a few mustakes of copying or engraving, e.g., the letter fa is omitted

m urjjita-namadhéyam 1.3 andtin ma bhat=kshayi 1. 14: an unnecessary qnusvdra is added
to vya in vyavasiya 1. 6 and to ja in janay@nidabhiva 1. 7 ; ¢ jq substituted for » in svanéshu 1. 12
aud in tw=ambund l. 14. In cases where §lokas or their halves end in a viserga or a final m,

the sign of punctuation (virdma-chikna) is taken to be understond. [y other places it is expressed
by a hornizontal stroke. But there are some exceptions to this rule in lines 2, 3. 5. 10, 11, 13
g > b4 ) » 3

and 15.
With the exception of a word at the beginning and two words

in verse consisting of eighteen stanzas. The metre iy {7 pajati exce

which are Vusantatilokd, Prithve and dnushtubh Lespectively.

at the end, the whole text is
pt i verses 1, 17 and 13

As regards orthography, consonants are invariably double
1.9 ; while occasionally a cousonant 1s reduplicated also hefor in -vi

; | : _ ! &7, asin ~vikkrama- 1. 3, kkramé
.11, and abbhra- 1. 13, in this last instance the st g L.3, #k na

. L. pirant being correctly 1
corresponding sonant. The reduplication is carried to consonants il[g)l'ecedin&,;} ychange:e]i;o 1;;
- a3l b )

* Nos. 1131 and 1148 of Luders’ List of Brahms
* Hultzsch’s edition, verse 47.
3 Chapter X1V, verse 12.
* No. 18 of Fleet's Gupta Inscriptions (C. 1. 1., Vol. 111), Pp. 79 ff. angd
* This fort is said to have been founded by * Ali-ud-din Khalies .
e tended by Hoshang Shak of Malwa (A.D.}1w5-141§4)d(13uj;}fiﬂlag }3& fhi (A. D. 1296-1316) and considerably
lated sculptures, carvings and uther stones taken from the ruin cileer, Vol 1, P

- 266). A wamber ¢f muti-
the construction of the fort. » of old temples have been used promiscucusly in

d afterr, except in chikirshund

g

Inscriptions, above, Vo, X, Appendix

pL X1,
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No. 4 ] MANDASOR INSCRIPTION OF MALAVA SAMVAT 524 13

patthyam 1. 10 and vikkhydpuke 1. 11. Here the first aspirants are likewise changed to their corres-
ponding surds. In places, a final i, instead of being turned to anusvare, is changed to
the nasal of the class the following consonant belongs to, as in -@din=guna- 1. 6, svésham=
balanam 1. 8 and Sitalaii=cha 1. 10. In -varse- 1. 11, anusedre is wrongly represented by a.
The sign of jiheamiiliya occurs m -dukibha-1. 1.

The object of the insciiption is to record the construction of a stiapu, a kitpa (well), a
prapa (charitable water-stall}, and an arama (garden or monasterv) by Dattabhata, the
Commander of the forces of King Prabhakara. Dattabhata was a son of Vayurakshita who
was the General of the armies of Govindagupta, a son of the Gupta Emperor Chandragupta
II. The year of the dateis specitied in words as 524 (expired) of Mailava Sarnvat
(Literally the era which proclaims the fame of the race of the Malavas), the season of the
year (viz., the spring) is expressed by a poetic description, while the month and day are not

mentioned at all. The Malava vear 524 (expired) corresponds to A. D. 467-63. There is no
reference to any place name.

The inscription opens with the auspicions word siddham. Versel is a mangalacharana
expressing adoration to Sugata (the Buddha). Verse 2 introduces King Chandragupta who is
eulogised as the moon in the sky of the Gupta dynasty. He forcibly deprived kings of their
lordship over the earth which he bound over with the ties of his own family from which ““it is
not liberated yet ” (verse 3}, He had a son having the noble appellation Govindagupta
(verse 4). While kings deprived of their prowess, touched his (Gdvindagupta’s) feet with their
heads (in token of submission), even the lord of gods (Indra) was filled with fear and anxiety for
the safety of his own throne (verse 5 ). Govindagupta had a General (sénapati) named Vayurak-
shita who possessed many good qualities (verses 6-7). The latter’s son, by a northern princess,
was Dattabhata who like hig father was an abode of fame and virtues and who resembled
Kubéra 1n munificence, Brihagpati in intellect, Smara in the art of love, and Yama in fight or
destruction (verses 8-9). King Prabha@lkara, who was a menace to the enemies of the Guptas,
appointed him as the Commander-in-chief of his armies (verse 10). As an humble mark of his
desire to requite the obligations of his parents, Dattabhata excavated a well and constructed a
stdpa, a prapa and an arama (verse 11).  Verse 13 specifies the date of the inscription in the
words ‘ when five hundred, and eight multiplied by three, autumns proclaiming the spotless fame
of the Malava race had expired’. Verses 14 and 15 contain a poetic description of the spring,
implying thereby that the works were accomplished in that season of the year. Verse 18 states that
the objects referred to in verse 11 were situated within the limits of Lokottara-Vihdara which was
possibly the proper name of some local Buddhist monastery probably named after the Lokottara-
vadin sect of the Hinayana form of Buddhism. 'The Buddhist institutions alluded to in this
scription were evidently situated at or in the neighbourhood of Mandasor where the inscription
was found, althaugh no plice name is mentioned in the record. The scuiptures and inscriptions
(bth and 6th centuries A. D.) found at Mandasor (DaSapura) so far are all Brahmanical. Qur
inscription is thus the first Buddhist record hailing from Mandasor.

The inscription does not refer itself to the reign of apy king. In the geunealogical portion two
scions of the Gupta dynasty are culogised, namely Chandragupta and his son Govindagupta. These
are obviously none other than Chandragupta II of the Imperial Gupta dynasty and his son Govinda-

gupta.

Chandrugupta had been dead long before the date of our inscription. Though our 1nscription
ia the only stone inscription so far known, which mentions Govindagupta, he is already known
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from a clay seal® of I''s mother Mahadévi Dhruvasvamini (better known as Dhruvadévi), found
in the excavations at Basarh (Vaidali), From this seal? as well as from some other official seals
found along with it, it would appear that Govindagupta was perhaps the eldest® son of Chandra-
gupta II and was the Governor of the District Tirabhukti with its capital at Vaisali (Basarh),
in his capacity a< the Yuvardja (heir-apparent). during a part of the reign of his father. In the
seal of Dhruva~vammi, Govindagupta is stvled Maehdrdje which according to Mr. Allan* probably
nieans uo mote than prince, But verse 4 of the present inscription, which describes Gévindagupta
a~ a (paramount) sovereign to whose feet homage was paid by feudatory princes, further shows
that he must have occupied the imperial throne «fteriwards, even though it might have heen for a
short time.  No conclusive evidence has become available so far to show as to when exactly he ruled
ax emperor. Our inscription concludes the Gupta genealogy with his name, but does not state
whether he was the contemporary ruling emperor. It tells us that Dattabhata, whose charities
are recorded i the mseription, was the son of Vayurakshita who was the General of Emperor Govin-
dacupta.  Govindayupta's reign may thus have preceded the date of our inscription by two genera-
tions.  This would support Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar’s view that Govindagupta probably ruled as
emperor between (Ins father) Chandragupta I1 and (his younger brother) Kumaragupta 1. His
reign can not have exceeded three vears—the interval between the last known date of Chandra-
gupta 1T (G, K. 93) and the earliest known date of Kumaragupta I (G. E. 96). That Govindagupta
must have ruled asemperor for a very short period is also evident from the fact that he has left
no coins.  Being a collateral, Govindagupta does not appear in the genealogy of the inscriptions
of Kumiragupta and his successors.

According to the Gupta chronology generally accepted, the year in which our inscription 1s
dated (M. E. 524 =A. D. 467-6%) 15 the closing year of the reign of Skandagupta and the opening
yvear of that of Purugupta. At this time the disintegration of the Gupta Empire had ailready
set 11, in consequence of the invasions by the Hunas; but verse 3 of the inscription states that the
carth (meanimyg Malwa and other western provinces of the Gupta Empire) which had been subju-
gated by Chandragupta 11 was still under the sway of the Guptas. This being so, the reason
why our mscription did not continue the Gupta chronology down to the contemporary Gupta
Emperor requires an explanation. A possible explanation is that Dattabhata, the donor of the
in~eriptron, who was a son of a devoted servant of Govindagupta, did not like to refer to the names
of Ins (f e, Govindagupta's) collaterals. Or else, the two Gupta Emperors, Chandragupta and
Govindagupta, were casually mentioned simply to introduce Vayurakshita, the father of Dattabhata
and that there was no intention tu cecord the full genealogy of the Gupta dynasty. This would
explain the omission of the names of the predecessors of Chandragupta Il and also of the successors

b 4

of Govindagupta.

So much about Govindagupta and the Gupta dynasty. Another person of historical interest
referred to in our inscription is Prabhiakara, the master of Dattabhata. He is not known from any
other source. In our inscription he is described as a king (bkumipati) and a destroyer of the (‘llBIIIiL:S
of the Gupta dvnasty (verse 10). The name of his capital or territory, however, is not mentione.
Probably he was the contemporary local chief of Dasapura and feudatory ally of the ( ruptas in
their struggle agamst the Hianas.® It is rather strange that Dattabhata should not have included

in the inscription the genealogy of his master. It 1s Just possible that Prabhikara was u self-made

td. R 4. S. I. for 1903-04, pp. 102 and 107.
= led. Ant., Vol. XLI (1912), p. 3.

* Dr. Bloch (1. R. 4. 5. 1. for 1903-04, p. 102) and Allan (Cal. of Gupta Coins, Introduction P. tXxv
table), however, take him to be a younger son. -

1 Cul. of Gupta Coins, Introduction p. xi.
* We know that the Hiinas were threatening to invade the western portion of the Gupta

t . me. Empire about this

1, genealogical
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person who had no distingunished ancestors worthy of record. He may have been appointed to
the kingship of Dasapura by the paramount power, after the extinction of the Varman dynasty
to which Naravarman of the Mandasor inscription? of M, E. 461, Vidvavarman of the Gangdhar
inscription? of (M. E.) 430 and Bandhuvarman of the Mandasor inscription® of M. E. 493 helonmed,
That Prabhakara was not a scion of the Varman dynasty 1s also corroborated by his name which,
unlike those of all the known members of that dynasty, does not end in wvarman. He, however,
seems to have continued his predecessors’ policy of alliance with the Gupta Empire.

TEXT
1 fagw [*] A[R|ggsafadiyaiauri ww  swfgfaug=<glfamunm  (1F]
faargar Bzt MR wirgs ady guar [wlam mtEg gt

2 amETEAfa geaw’ Aeggmtraoe (] w@Ea atai@)-
gqvai aqifeaws sawewt [1e*] yaodi[wi] 9fy gefrasifssa

3 dfsgaamda [*] @rarfa W< wgafa I wdmorEafos .
[13*] MfyeTeenamunma Miz=qaitsiat) TaFlan [1*] agya-

4 gad waw’ ® fraafelajaadwmear [w*] afelatcataanan-
tmatufafgaurgus + fag@«d) feguifaafs ggwda:

5 wgwialaw [1u*] &§amfagw agzr amr seafear dtqaufaga 1%
aFaTiR@arwgdea a4 swfEdwaa@@y (1e*] Dag-

6 Twel(@) FwRTrmaArfegrafaa: 1) aww sxwaifEaR ewie
yioganeas [io*] swmawaieaal ' sy

w7 w(S)AAIgT ) TETESt gand At wteg angfaam faldls ior
3 gid waw fafa aifs I @ e dafs  wowmmfam (¢

¢ awfer-
§ fagamzifawremEatagamdad 1o TaETRgagasy  mrsg
gfaufadi@an [*] Qumemarai a@2aast qun-

1 Above, Vol. XIT, pp. 315 ff.
2 Fleet's GGupla Inscriptions, No. 17.
3 Ihid., No. 18.
4 The word fggfae is an unfamiliar one in Sanskrit. Compare gy In Majjhima Nikiya, Sitra 140,
5 Compare Wg%ﬁﬁmwﬁ on coins of Kumaragupta, and G{Hﬁﬁ?{ﬁa‘ﬂﬂ in 1, 6 helow,
*  &[This ought to be S THIE.—Ed. ]
7 Compare qwag;ﬂ}qﬁ g g9 in 1. 2 above,
8 The expression q1{¥ $ equal to arg; gw and synonymous with argwylg is correct according to Panini.

[The correct form ought to be FrTtA.~Ed, ]
I11.3.39.
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9 Fuamzfyd ware weo*] feRWm wegmwn@d §Aw foa wwanr-
fagd | wgo[ujmowaieda; FE@WETHYAS =@ifE [e*] afer-

10 qrEFadlaay aAl gAaaifas fagd =1+ 391 qewfas 9wy
ysd goiawra; gaEdufa Qa 1R*] gdfsomagsawaran:

11 fawud w@aag(En)®id:’ | TRT ugws FAdaa  fgarfaarenafus
Faw [183*] IFEHOEASEOE WW 409 @mAEE |

12 aag Imafiatuag fuag sws@agiaaq [ues*] [wgwmarfaa-
afgay wawwATEEaEa(d)§ | funmeiigwuugay

13 @3t a[wlmuady wifeqg [L4*] N wrga® wAN@aw saEafaf-
919 a® | gReggEreafagrafed ®alt wque o sww i

14 =wawgfegmgafanafassi@sl wsmwy  aRga(d) fa9a oy @
ya@A | gugmQEEHEaEd  yigysulg  |@q-

15 sreARAoUEghn (ite*] WUFTWUIAT ¥ W& ufiwifHan [
siat(a)ifawa affa sgmdwal*] we=t] Faw @ fa

TRANSLATION

success attained !

(V. 1.) Obeisance to Sugata who, wishing to save the world (which i) plunged in the uninter-
rupted series of births and deaths closely associated with misery in various forms. enjoined a
religion consisting of three steps? (stages), and who attained peace !

(V. 2.) Like a moon in the sky (in the form) of the Gupta dynasty therr wasa king whose well.
known appellation was $r7 Chandragupta, and who fascinated the eves of the people as does the
newly risen moon.

(V. 3.) Who on (this) earth having (formerly) snatched away the kingship of (many)
dint of his intellect and valour, ensnared the earth with the bonds of his dynasts,
she (7.e., the earrh) has not vet been able to release herself.

Kibgs by
from which

-

- .
rovinda () Istayu)
lagupta and whe resem-

(V. 4.) The lord of the earth (i.e., king Chandragupta) who was as famous as
for the glory of his virtues, produced a son whose exalted name wa< Gavip,
bled the sons of Diti and Aditi (i.e., demons and gods).?

——

1 Compare gyogm=T sufegay and mﬁaﬁﬁm in Fleet's Gupia Inscriptions, No

2 The three padas may either refer to the three %aranas of the Buddhists, name
or v the three stages sdidpatti, sakadagams and anagam: on the path
antya, duhkha and anaimt.

? The poet means that Govindagupta resembled demons in physica) strengtl,
virtues.

s. 18 and 35, ’
ly Buddha Dhamma and

imel Samgh
of Nibbana or else to the three P o

rineiples

and valour, and gods in spirityal
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(V. 5.) When kmgs deprived of their prowess embraced with their heads i e.. bowed down

to) his (r.e., Govindagupta's) lotus-like feet, even the lord of vods (7.0, Tndra), heing frichtened,

_mounted the swing of (awnriois) thoucht (i.e.. was up~et with the fear. et he <hould he detlirorned
from hix position hv the powerful king).

(V. 6} The commander of hix armies was named Vivurakshita.  The forces of his enemies
disappeared as <oon ax they approached his armyv,

(V. 7.) The peerless (general) whose volce was resonant Iike the thumder of a eloud,  pos<essed
the multitude of qualities such as purity, fove, indu~tryv. mtelligence . <kill in action and forgive-
ness, as also fame white like the ravs of the moon.

(V. 3.) He begot on a princess who was the verv mnoon-licht to the family of a northern king,
a son, Dattabhata by name, who, like hiz father, was an abode of virtues and fame.

(V. 9.) Who. though one, was fancied varionsly as the lord of wealth (/.r., Kubéra) in muni-
ficence, as the lord of speech (7.e.. Brihaspats) in talent. as the zod of love (¢ ~., Smara) in enjoyment
and as the god of death (i.e., Yama) in battle, by supphants«. learned men, voune women and enemies
(respectively).

(V. 10.) King Prabhikara who was the fire to the trees in the form of the enemies of the race
of the Guptas. appointed him (i.r., Dattabhata), who was endowed with the prowes< of Baladéva,
ax the general of his armies, m appreciation of his meritx,

(V. 11.} Wishing to requite, however inadequately. the oblizations of hiz parents<, and for the
attainment of good luck (i.e., heavenly bliss) by them. he dug a well full of waters as deep as those

¥ of the ocean, accompanied by a stipa, a prapa® and an ardma? par cxeellence.
t;_f . : . . L ,
(V. 12.) People derive comfort by frequently drinkmg its water, cool (refre<hing) as the meeting
: of dear friend=, pure as the mind of sages and wholesome a~ the word~ of elders.
' (V. 13.) When five hundred and twentv-four vears, announcing the fame of the race of the

Malavas, as pure as the ravs of autwinnal moon, had elapsed one after another

(V. 1+) When the season. i which the voune lotus 15 tatieued with the load of the bodies
of bees. and the sal tree looks charming, had come. when wives were hemne tormented by the fire

of love. their dear husbands having been away from home :

(V. 15} When groves were assunung fre<h splendour (with their trees) heine waved by the
breezes. neither verv hot nor verv cold, with intoxicated cuckoos just commencing their sweet
notes, and with the voung leaves looking reddish hike the lips of charming women ;3

(V. 16.) This stapad accompanted by a well. has been constructed (/0 rommemoration)
of Him (the Buddha) who, having overcome the evil influences of all the elements (dhati), explained
(preached) the accomplishment of all actions®. the «hipr—rthe strueture of which was as white us
the Luoda flower and the moon. and the pmnacle of which touched the clouds,

(V. 17) Mav this store of water (r.e., the well). that constantly enjovs the festivity of union
with the bodies of many women (who go to bathe theie) alwavs be full® like the ocean that (1l50)

u—

! Prapit is a place or a shed where drinking water is supplie:d free to passers.hy.

2 [rama may mean either a monastery or a garden,

3 The description of nature given in verses 14 and 15 is indicative of the spring season.

¢ This verse emphasises the construction of the </7pu just as verse 11 layastre-s on the construction of the wall

> [ The reterence is to the Nudanasuéra ;n which He explained the theory of cause and effect.—Ed.7

¢ Literally ‘may never be exhausted? {[The word Zskay7 is used here in a double sense (désha) -
(1) exhaunstible and (2) eonsumptive. The reference here 1s to the fute ot a man who indulges too much in se\ual
pleasure, the well-known exception being the ocean.—Ed. |

XVI-1-1 s
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enjoy= the constant festivity of union with many rivers (who are, as it were.) his wives ! May this
stit pa worshipped by gods. demons, mortals and serpent-divinities, also last as long as the heavenly
mountain Méri, the sun and the moon !

(Vo I8 The stapa. kitpa. prapd and drama, which are alluded to above, are included within
the fimirs of the Lokéettara Monastery (vihira).
(This) 1~ the composition of Ravila.

No. 5.—BADAGANGA ROCK INSCRIPTION OF BHUTIVARMAN
(1 Plate)?

The late Dr, N. K. BraTTASALI, DACCA3

In Vol. 'V (1937-38) of the Journal of the Assam Research Society, on pp. 14-57, Mr. R. M.
Nath, B. E . of the Assam Engineering Service (P. W. D.), described some ancient ruins of the
Rupili and the Yamuna Valleys, in the Nowgong District of Assam. Professor P. C. Sen® was the
fir-t to point out that the existence of a well-known place called Daboka on the Yamuna river
i the Nowgong District situated midway between Samatata (identified with Tipperd and Noa-
Khali Districts of Bengal)® and Kamariipa (the well-known ancient kingdom round modern Gauhati
m Aszam) made the identification of the region round Daboka with the ancient kingdom of Davaka
aimost certain. Rai Bahadur K. L. Barua in his Early History of Kamarupa supported the identi-
fication.  Mr. Nath in his article under reference described some antiquities found at Daboka and
he al«o <upported the identification of Daboka with Davaka.

I his article, Mr. Nath described the ruins of a temple on a small rivulet called Badaganga
about 14 miles to the north-east of Daboka. The following is a quotation from that description :—

" By the outh of the Mahamaya Hill flows the river Harkati. To the south of this Tiver,
runiung almost parallel to this, is a small stream known as Badaganga, written as Barkhuga in
the map, Ahout 11 miles to the south-west of the Mahamaya temple, there is a small lake formed
i this Baduuangd river.  On the left bank of this lake, there is a slightly elevated big plot of land
now covered with thick jungles, which contains ruins of a very big temple. The whole structure,
S67 lonu by 30 wide, consisted of three parts, the Manikata built with hard sand-stone, and the
Deos il ind the Nat-mandir built with bricks.

" Ou the left hank of the Badagangi stream, where the stream has abruptly widened into
lale. there are two huge blocks of natural rock standing side by side with a small Zap 1n between.
The rocks are aliout 22’ long, 12’ high and 7’ to 12’ wide. Each rock has got a dvirapala 4’ high
with a ~pear in his hand engraved on the rock at the entrance. The loft rock has got a figure of
Havuman engraved on it. On the inside face of the left rock and facing the passage, there are 3%
lines ot writing in an embossed block, 2% 2. The writing has heen partly damaged by the con-
finusd effect of rain, sun and wild fire of the jungle for years together., The figure of the dvirapala
look~ Tik: the figure of an up-country man.”

~ometime in June, 1939, Mr. Nath sent to me a small photograph of

o _ an mseription inside a
tectangular panel, consisting of three and a quarter lines of writing and 1 had no difficulty in

e

! This was probably the proper name of a local monastery of the Lokottaravadin sect of the
of Buddhism.

2 {The impression reproduced here is very much ‘doctored’, An attempt is being mad
fairthful impression which will be published when available,—Ed,] g

*[Tt is greatly to he regretted that the author passed awayv whi Arti L

¢ Journal of the Asscin Resiarch Society, Yol. 1, ]p933’ pp. 1 -EIJ a:; EI;Z:WHCIB was still in the Preﬂﬂ-'-Ed.]

$ Above, Vol. XVII, pp. 353 f,

Hinayéna form

® fo procure a more
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recoguising it as the Badagangd inscription, the site of which he had previously described. I
realised at the first sight that this must be regarded as the earliest inscription hitherto discovered
within the bounds of the present province of Assam, as the script of the inseription was undoubtedly
Gupta. Iimmediately wrote to Mr. Nath, stating that the script of the inscription was Gupta and tha
1uscription contained the name of some Mahdrdjadhirdja. 1 requested him to send me better photo-
graphs and estampages, if taken. Mr. Nath, thereupon, sent me some estampages, very imperfect
and blurred, and with their help I ascertained that it was an inscription of Maharajadhirija
Bhiativarman dated in the Gupta year 2..4. The second digit was subsequently read with some
hesitation as 30. Thus the inscription was ascertained to be of the Gupta year 234, equivalent to
A. D.553-64. I sent my reading with the estampage and the photograph to Dr. R. €. Majumdar,
Vice-Chancellor, Dacca University, who pointed out that the text contained a word indicating that
Maharajadhiraja Bhiutivarman had performed an Asvameédha sacrifice.

Some words still remained undeciphered, and T therefore paid a visit to the site of the inserip-
tion and took some estampages and photographs. Thus with the help of the materials previously
supplied by Mr. Nath, and the new materials obtained by myself, I succeeded in deciphering the
inscription completely.

Bhaskaravarman was fifth in descent from Bhitivarman. Their names became famihar
to the learned world from the enumeration of the dynastic list in the Harshucharite of DBana, by
Hamsavéga, envoy of Bhaskara to Harsha, in which all the kings from Bhiitivarman to Bhaskaravar-
inan are named. The next mention of Bhitivarman was met with in the famous Nidhanpur plate
of Bhaskara, by which the joint right of about 300 Brahmins of many different ¢otras to a vast plot
of land measuring about 5 miles by 2§ miles, represented by the present pargand of Pafichakhana,
of the Sylhet District, was re-confirmed.! This document reveals the startling fact that the grant
was originally made by king Bhitivarman. The present dated inscription of Mahard)adhiraja
Bhitivarman turning up from the Yamund valley in the Nowgong District is another indication
of the might of this great king of Eastern India. From the fact that the Surmi and the Kuéara
Valleys, 1.e., the present district of Sylhet, were included in the kingdom of Bhitivarman, we get a
fairly good idea of the extent of his kingdom.

The Varmans of Pragjyétisha were originally masters of the Brahmaputra Valley ouly, with
their headquarters somewhere on that river. There are at least two picces of evidence to show
that Davaka, the present Nowgong District. was originally a separate kingdom and in no way
dependent on Kamarupa. The first evidence is the separate mention of Samatata, Davika and
Kamariipa in the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta. It is only common sense to hold
that these three formed separate and contiguous kingdoms on the eastern frontier of the vreat
North Indian empire of Samudragupta. Samatata s described by Hiuen Tsang as lying south
of Kamartpa and bordering on the sea. This indication fixes its position on the map fairly accurate-
ly, when we remember that it was a pratyante kingdom, outside the regular boundary of Samu-
dragupta’s empire, and no part of Bengal to the west of the Meghnad and the Brahmaputra could
be regarded as included in a pratyanta kingdom. It would thus appear that the region east of the
mighty Brahmaputra, which flowed through the eastern part of the modern district of Dacca in
ancient times, formed the kingdom of Samatata.

Some scholars are inclined to include the northern shore of the Bay of Bengal or the areater
part of 1t included in the Twenty-four Parganas, Jessore and Bakarganj Districts of Beneal within
Samatata, following Hiuen Tsang’s mention of the distance of 1200 or 1300 [i from Kamariipa, quite
forgetting that these regions from remote antiquity formed regular parts of Vanga, aud alone with
Northern and Western Bengal, must have been included in Samudragupta’s empire, and it is

absurd to take these regions as included in the pratyanta kingdom of Samatata. The Baghaura

37, A. 8. B., 1935, pp. 419-21.
3a
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Naravana imayge inscription!  the district of Tippera. and mentioning the village ot Bilakmda
nodern Bilkendadn close by, *us ncluded in Samatata’. finally settles the question. With this
point instde Samatata we can clearly see that the region north of the ~ea-shore in Noakhal Distniet.
bounded by the Laubitva or the Brahmaputra river on the west and the hills of Tippera and Sylbet
on the cast was ihe ancwent proiyantn kingdom of Samatata, Hiuen Tang vives the areuir ot the
country as 3000 L. equivalent to about 600 miles, 1t the Chinese traveller was even approximatery
colrvet 1 his measurelnents. we can c;hll}' visualie the extent of the kingdom ot Hamatd’ga. A
look at the wiap will show that the strip of land between the Brahmaputra and the hills of Tippera
1= nowhere more than about 40 miles broad. But we have to accommodate here a kingdom 600
mile< i ot It the sin-total of the sides of a rectangle 12 600 miles. and one of the sides 1< only
10O wiles. the other <ide must be about 230 miles, We thus see that to accommodate a kingdom o
the urewt of about 600 miles, we have to include within it the cutire plam urea, hounded by the
Giaro. the Khaer aud the Jaintia Hills on the nortly, the bills of Kachar and Tippera on the east, the
s on the ~outh, and the mighty river Brahmaputra on the west. That i< to sav. the ancient king-
dom of NSamdatata comprised the modern districts of Svihet. Tippera and Noakhaly, as well as the
eastery balf of the Mymensngh District, and a narrow strip from the eastern side ot the present
Dacea District —uan area, the areuit of which is approximately 600 miles.

The kingdom of Samatata thus marked off. we cau easily locate Davaka on the other side of
the hills bordering Samuatata on the vorth, in the Kapill. the Yamuna and the Kullons valleys
y.0., the present Nowgong District.  Bevoud this region. to its north-west, lay the kingdom of
Kanaripa.

The western boundary of the kmgdom of Kamarapa 1~ marked by the river Karatéyva from
tune mniemorial. Not only is this boundary recognised 1 the KAalibadpurdpa anid the Yogindantra,
but the more authentie Chinese source~ also confirm 1t, where the river Kua-lo-tu. c.c.. Karatova,
i~ placed s boundary between Puydravardbana and Kamariipa?, o the east, the boundary of
Kamaripa reacked the trontiers of China, but was never very well defined.  What separated
Davaka trom Kamartpa i~ also not verv clear.

A~ already stated, the separate naming of these three kingdoms as pratyanta kingdoms, whose
Kine~ pard Samudiagupta ol manner of trbutes aud =ought his pleasure by obedience. obelsance
and personal atrendauce (-adi-pratyapta-oripatibloo =000 N «zrw:fz-f.:fua-'lf"w-J}firifcmrz{w—pm{uhn-
dogan e pereotasbotiey would mdicate the separate existence of these three kimodoms durme this
period. ¢ oL towatds the end of the reign of Samudragupta by about 330 A DS Iy 122 A D, o
kine named Moon-loved” (Chandragupta £). king of the Kapuli country. sent an embdas<v to China.
The capital ot the country 15 deseribed as situated by the sude of a lake to the east ot o river and
surrotnided on wll sides by dark purplsh rock<* This Kapill country has been sought to be identified
a1th the kwmoedom of Davika of the Kapill valley, though 1t 1w difficult to) atderstand why the

propet name ol the country hould ot b mentioned. and the country showdd be made kiown by

the name of the river.®

It ~houwld e noted. however, that the Ddlil)l-{:l; I‘t';_{inll s to the vast of the PV e Kl[}ll_[ "
ih [l Tli.i“}' Hlll'I‘UlllHl*‘ll O d“ \1{11'\ ‘:j.' 11:1[‘1{ ]tl“‘*. 1111!1 A= =il ll. 1'1}11‘+'-[;()11d-. Very fIU“*‘IV to lbﬂ

) Lo this regton
while the ~outh and the south-west are covered by the Khasr aned the Jamtiy Hall- d

and the northi-vast ate the hills of Dabokd (the Mabdanava Hills) and the Miku Huls

CClunese desoription of the country of Kapnli - The halls of Kachar are to the <ontl
b
To the cust
- The direet
P Above, Vol XVIIL p. 350, T e
P Wattels Fuan Chwany, Vol. 11, page 120,

PAbove. Vol XX, page 3.

LJUR A5, DN, page S

® Barua : Eurly History of Kamarupa, page 47.
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No. 5 ] BADAGANGA ROCK INSCRIPTION OF BHUTIVARMAN

north and the north-west, however, are open up to the Brahmaputra river. Bearing these points
in mind. the following de<cription of the rums at a place called Jugitan, about eight miles south-
west of Daboka, midwav between the Yamundmukh and the Horar Railway stations on the Lum-
ding-Gauhati seetion of the Ascam-Bengal Ratlway, about a mile west of the railway line, from
Mr. R. M. Nath's article referved to in the heginuing of thi< paper will be found apposite

At a distance of about six miles from either Yamunimukh or Hojai railway stations, at
a distance of about a mile from the Assam-Beneal Ratlwayv line, opposite mile 400, lie the ruins

of the Jugijan temples. The stream Jugitan has a peculiarity. 1t is verv nareow on the up-
stream side and also on the down-<tream side, but at the particular plave where the shrines stand.,
it ix about 130" wide and about a mule long. It 1s fordable in other places, but here it 1s verv deep.
“n the north bank of this lake. about halt a furlong off, there are three little mounds, each about
3 apart. FEach contains the rums of a ~tone temple.. ... ... ... These three temples serve as
the gateway to the main shrines which are situated at a distance of about a quarter mile from them.
Here there are ruins of two huge temples ... ... .. About half a furlong to the north of the
shrines, 1s a big area, bounded on all sides by hugh earthen walls. There 15 also a big tank side,
now reduced to a quagmire. This 1s locally known as the Raj-bady (roval palace).”™ = * % = Tq
a cursory observer who travels in the mierior of Hojdar 1t will eastlv appear that this area was once
really thickly populated and highly avilised.  Wherever vou go, vou notice huge tanks, some of

-

them having pucca ghats with stone and brick walls 7.2 % * % = Al about the place. there are
innumerable big tanks and hundreds of ruins of old ~tone ~structures,”  * * % [t s no exavoera-

tion to state in the Hojal area 1 the Yatuna valley, wherever you cast your eves, you come upon
some old ruins. It 1s here only that rums of hundreds of old stone temples and images have heen
found.”™ * * * ~In the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Burmese entered Nowgony ;
.......... theyv pillaged all the surrounding countrv and comnutted appalling atrocities on the
helpless inhabitants. ... ..., .. The depopulation of the region round Daboki and the Kapili
valley dates from these disastrous times, The final dose was given by the horrifving Kula-azar epi-
demic. during which people died quietly 1 thousands. 8o, what wa~ once a thickly populated
and highly avilised country. relapsed mostly mnto thick forests,”™?

The situation of the Jugyan runs by the side of a lake, with the Kapili river on the west and
surrounded by dark hills practically on all sides; answers remarkably well to the desceription of the
Kapilt country and 1ts capital found in the Chmes<e sources. whivh can thus be identitied with the
capital of Davika.  This would make 1t probable that the kingdom continued independent up to
about the middle of the 5th century A.D., when the rising power of the Varmans of Kamaripa
must have put an end to its separate existence.

In the Harshachuritu, the genealogy of the Varmans of Kamartpa begins from Bhiitivarman,
hfth in ascent from Bhiaskaravarman, though it i« generally the custom to name only three wenera-
tions. Thix probably indicates that he was the person with whom the dvnasty began to rise into
importance. The remarkable attempt at Arvanising this frontier land by the settlement of about
three hundred Brahmins of different gotras in what i< at present known as the pargana of Paticha-
khanda i the Svlhet District, gives us a ghmpse into the activities of this man of zeal ; and when
we find his FVishaydmatya Arvvaguna founding an @ on the Badauaned nivulet in the Gupta
vear 23t=351 A.D.. almost under the shadow of the Mahimavi Hill and the Mahamivi remple
i the Nowgong District. we at once realise that this intreprd kine had taken &d\'ant;ge of the

——_—
- s

1. 4. RS, Vol. ¥V, 1937-38, page 3V.
2 Ibid., p. 31,

8 Ihid , . 51.

1 1bid., p. 52.

$ Ibid., pp. 16-17.
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decline of the Guptas and kad made himself emperor of Eastern India by welding together Kama-
riipa, Davaka and Samatata wrto one einpire and had declared his overlordship over them by the
performance of an Airamédha sacrifice. '

The Topogiaphy of the Inseription—An excellent description of the topography of the place
has already been quoted from My, Nath’s article. It is only necessary to add a few comments.
The rivulet Badagunga was barely five vards in width in January, when I visited the place. The
lake into which Badaganga is described by Mr. Nath to have widened at the site of the inscription,
Is nothing more than a pool, barely twenty teet in diameter. The figures of a dvarapala with a
spear and u Hanuman on the left rock spoken of by Mr. Nath appeared to me to be rude representa-
tious of a tall female figure stooping and thrusting forward something like a spear, and a half-
kneeling man in a fighting attitude, a little below.

The second and the longest line of the inscription is 24” long. The fourth and the shortest
1z only 77,

The characters belong to the Eastern variety of the Gupta alphabet. Single letters are gene-
rally about an inch high, but some of the conjunct letters are more than 2” in height. The script
i+ similar to that noticed in the copper plates of the same period found in Bengal. There is little
distinction between s and sh, excepting that the former appears to have the right perpendicular
stroke a little longer. Y« is replaced by ya (1I. 2 and 3) and once compounded in ryya. In all
these places, it has the picturesque form with a wavy tail on the left, represented so well in the
first plate of Dharmaditya published by Mr. Pargiter i@ the Indian Antiquary for 1910. Much
discus«ion has centred round the different forms of y of this period. As a recently discovered plate
of Samacharadéva unexpectedly and uniformly shows only old forms of this letter, the whole ques-
tion will have to be considered again, when I shall be editing that plate for this journal in the near
future. The form of yu in this new rock inscription of Bhutivarman will be duly considered in that
connection. The superscript r occurs twice, doubling the consonants  and y. Ha appears as a
single stroke bent to the left as in the Baigram plate of the time of Kumaragupta.l

The language of the record is correct Sanskrit. The inscription, as it stands, appears rather
incomplete. It is hardly a sentence, and in place of the declaratory label—° This is the Adrama
of Arvyaguna’, we would have expected the inscription to say that it was Aryyaguna who built
the Asrama, in that particular month. The word @srama, it should be noted, is used both in
masculine and 1n neuter genders.

The date of the inscription is very important. In discussing the date of Bhiitivarman, we
should remember that the following i1s the genealogy from Bhaskaravarman upwards :—

Bhitivarman Vijfianavati
Chandramukhavarman Bhogavati
Sthitavarman Nayanasobha
Susthitavarman Syamadévi
Bhaskaravarman (approx. A. D. 590-650).

Let us assume that the kings were all the eldest sons of their parcnts, born about their 20th
year, and assume further that Bhaskara was nearly of the same agze as Harsha, Mr. Vaidya
calculated the date of Harsha's birth as the 4th June, A. D. 590 from the data available in the
Harshacharite.®  Profes<or Yogesh Chandra Roy of Bankura. a reputed astronomer, calculated
the date independently for me and he also arrived at the <ame conelusion. So, if Bhaskara was
born about A. D. 590, Susthita was born about A. D. 570, Sthita about A. D. 530, Chandramukha
about A. D. 530 and Bhiiti about A. D. 510 equivalent to 190 (4, BE.  If Bhiiti lived for sixtv vears
and came to the throne at about the thirtieth year of his age, he may be assumed to have a;;g;ded

! Above, Vol. XXI, pp. 78 ff. -
4 History of Mediaceval Hindw India, Vol. 1, page 8.
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the throne in 220 G. E. With these plausible surmises, let us now approach the figures indicating
the date on the Badagangi inseription, which cannot but be in the Gupta era. Fortunately, these
figures are still very clear on the rock and came out perfectly on all the estampages. The unit is
easily recognised as 4. Of the figure for 200. we have only one instance in the Bengal plates, viz.,
the one in the fifth plate from Damodarpur. Qur fizure resembles thix figure for 200, as well as
other figures for this number culled from inseriptions on Biihler’s Cha:t IX, but does not exactly
tally. But the figure for 200 on the same chart culled from the Cambridge University Manuscript
No. 1049, dated 857 A. D., tallies almost exactly with our figure for 200 and thus lands us on sure
ground. Thus we can read the date as 200. .4.

In reading the middle figure, we have to choose from the figures for 10, 20, 30, or latest 40.
The East Indian figures for 10 and 20 are very distinctive and uniform, and have no resemblance to
our figure. Our choice lies, therefore, between 30 and 0. Unfortunately very few instances of 30 or

40 have hitherto been met with in East I'ndian inscriptions, and Biithler's and Bendall’s charts are
It will be seen that a letter resembling modern g is the

our main guides for these two figures.
basis of the figure for 30, and a letter resembling modern pa is the basis of the figure for 0. We

can thus decide that our figure 1s 30 and not 40. Thus the reading 234 (. E. 1s complete.
Below are given the text and translation of the inscription.

TEXT

1 Svasti Sri-paramadaivata-paramabhigavata-mahiraja-

2 dhirdj-a¢vamédhayijin[ar] Sri-Bhitivarmmaldéval.padanam [Sati]

3 200 30 4 ma vishayamatya-[Aryya]gunasya

4 1dam asramam

R TRANSLATION

E%E'f:; Peace! The (month of) Ma[gha]; the year 200 and 30 and 4 of the illustrious Maharija-
dhiraja Bhitivarmmadéva, the devout worshipper of the Dévas, the devout worshipper of
the Lord (Vishnu), the performer of the Asvamédha sacrifice. This 1s the religious retreat of
Aryyaguna, Minister for State.

Note on the reading :—The proper left portion of the mscription has heen worn rather smooth
by heat, moisture and rain of about fourteen centuries, and, in the matter of decipherment, even
a personal examination improved the reading very lttle.

In the second line, of the word yaj/nam, the long vowel and the anwscdre at the end are hardly
distinguishable. The expression Bhativarmmadevapadanim reads like Bliativarimimanyapadinam.
Probably, the abrasions in the stone are responsible for this curious misguidance.  The last letter
sam in this line has also to be put in practically conjecturally.

In the third line, the figures for the date are absolutely clear. T have already given My red-
sons for reading the middle digit as 30. But 1t is only fair to record here that Dr. D. C. Sircar of
Calcutta, as well as Rao Bahadur K. N. Dikshit, and Dr. N. P. Chakravarti, are inclined to take the
figure as 40. 1, however, still think that a la 15 the baxis for the present figure, which should there-
fore be read 30. This should be regarded as conclusive 1 view of the fact that the figure of 30
in the expression Kariti di 30, occurring at the end of the Soro Plate A (above, Vol. XXIII, p. 202
and plate), where it cannot be regarded as 4. 1s very similar to the one found in the present
Inscription.

The name of the vishaydmdiya may he Edyaguna and not ;\ryyaguna. Dr. D. C. Sircar of
Calcutta suggests Sarmmaguna, but the first letter is clearly @ Fortunately. there is no doubt
about the name of the emperor, the mention of his having performed an dévemédha sacrifice and

the date. Everything else is of minor importance.
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No. 6. -TWO INSCRIPTIONS OF GOVINDACHANDRA, KING OF VANGA
(2 Plates)

The late Dr. N. K. BuaTttasaLi., Dacca

The Vangala king Govindachandra was so long known to us from the Tirumalai rock inserip-
tion of Rajendra Chola.r Tirumalais a hill in the North Arcot District, about 96 miles south-
west of Madras. " The inscription is engraved on a smooth piece of rock near a rock-cut Jaina
fizure on the top of the hill 7 and it is in the Tamil language. It is dated in the 13th regnal year
of the king. which extended from the middle of A.D. 1024 to the middle of A.D. 1025. In thi
inseription the conquests of Rajéndra ('héla are recorded. Among these conquests, we are con-
cerned here with his conquest of East India. As another inseription, of the 9th regnal vear. of
the king is silent about his expedition to Kast India, 1t 1s generally assumed that this expedition
should be dated between his 9th and 13th vears, probably immediately before his 13th vear.  As
expeditions are generally undertaken after the cessation of the rains. in October, this expedition
i~ likelv to hiave been undertaken towards the end of A.D. 1023 and extended mnto A D, 1024,

The Tirumalai inseription of Rajendra Chola throws interesting light on the political condition
of Bengal during the period of the invasion by the (hola emperor.  The invader found one Dharma-
pala ruling over Dandabhukti. roughly the present district of Midnapur. Dakshina-Radhg,
.e.. the districts of Howrah and Hooghly. was then ruled by a king of the Sira family, named
Ranadiira.  After having destroved the first and defeated the second, the mvader appears to
have crossed the Bhagirathi and entered the Vangala /25« ruled over by king Govindachandra,
The Vanedla king boldly met the invader. The weather appears to have fought in his favour by
come heavy <howers. as thev find particular mention in the Tirumalal inseription.  But nothing
avarled. and Govindachandra had ultimarely to get down from his roval elephant and flee. when
the day went azanst him. The mnvader then appears to have turned his arms against Mahipila
1. lord of Varcndit. north of the Ganges  The Pala army. led by Mahipila in person, met  the
(hola armv. and o hot engagement ensned. The Pala king had ~hppers onand was bedecked
with earrines avel bracelets, and a~ these arve specificallsy mentioned, they must have caneht the
eves of the southerners. Mahipala also <hared the <ame fate as the Vangala king Govindachandra.
al the mvader captured a number of women and elephant<. He then recrossed the Padma
(Ganges) and entersd Uttara-Radha. present Murshidabad and Birbhim Distriets2, and agam
reached the banks of the Bhagirathi and returned home by the very route through which lie had
advanced.

Thi< wa~ ~o0 long our main® <ource ot information regarding the existence of a king of Vanea,
called Govindachandra.,  Fortunately, two mscribed images came to light in 194, one of the
12th vear and the other of the 23rd year of Govindachandra.  These two inseriptions, discovered
from within the hmits of ancient Vanea, have at last lent welecome confirmation to the Tirnmalai
inserption and definitely located the region where Govindachandra reigned at least for twenty-

three years.

A. Kulkudi sun-god image inscription of the 12th year of the reign of Govindachandra

On the 2nd Mav, 194, 8y, Mukundabihart Das, Travelling Agent to the Committee for collee-
tion of manuscript~, University of Dacea, sent me information abour the existence of an inseribed
image of the sun-zod at the village of Kulkudi, P. 5. Gosanihiat. Dt Faridpur,  The unage was

: u :

-

R

1 Above, Vol. IX, pp. 229 ff.

® For exact location of these geographical units, reference may be made to Bhattasalj : (reographical Divi.
sions of Ancient Bengal, J.R.4.S., 1935, pp. 73 it.

3 There is a reference to king (Govindachandra, probably identical with the king of cur insc ptions, In
manuscript of the Sabdapradipa : Eggeling : India Office Cutalogue, Vol. V, pp 974 ff. ’
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secured about xeventy vears ago by the progenitor of the Guha family of Kulkudi, from a house
that was being eroded away on the island of Hativa in the mouth of the Meghni river on the
uorthern coast of the Bayv of Bengal.  From that time, the image remained with the Guhas of
Kulkudi. receiving occasional homely worship. On my representation, the present descendants
of the finder ot the image, viz. the brothers §j. Durgamohan Guha. Nj. Harendra Chandra (iuha,
S)1. Nibaran Chandra Guha and 8] Nagendra Chandra Guha. presented the image some time ago
to the Dacca Museum. where 1t 1~ housed now.

The 1nnage 1+ I black stone and 1s an excellent specimen of East Indian sculpture of about
1oco AD. 1t 1 an ordinary image of the sun-god. The eleven other Adityas are represented in
niniature on either side within circles of foliage. NSix of them are placed on the proper left and
five of them on the right. rhe sixth circle on the right being occupied by a pot-bellied standing
ficure. holding a lotus by 1ts stalk in the right hand and a kamandal m the left.  Moxt remark-
able are the representations of two horse-women below the sixth circle on either side. shooting
~un = ravs 1n the form of shafts to the farthest regtons of the universe. Two more standing females
ate similarly engaged on either side of the pedestal.  For an explanation of the other figures in
the <culpture. reference mav he made to the present writer's Leowography of Buddhist and Brah-
natpecad Sewlptures aw the Daeca Museiom. pp. 18

The inseription is in a single line m four sections on the pedextal, just above the seven horses
of the ~un-god. A~ the date of Govindachandra i1s known. the characters may confidently
be stated to belong to the proto-Bengali tvpe of the early part of the 11th century A.D). The
letters are generally 3,/10ths of an meh high.  Numerals for 1, 2 and ¥ occur in the mscription,
The language is Sanskrit. so often found in inscribed labels of images.

c TEXT
See, | Sei-takmi! chinakdrin? Bhattarakalh*]4
Sec, 2 NSri-Giovindachandradéva-pa-
Sees 3 diva samvat 12 Phalguna

NSee, odme 19 p

4

b The word fakmi 1% a rather curous one. A disease called fakman is often found referred to in the Atharva.
Voda (Booke [. 4.6, 9, 11 and 19) where hymns against’ «kman are given. The sun-god is the reputed healer of
feprosy and other skin diseases, meluding probably the tekman of the Atharvacida. ‘lhis image was meant to
be the special object of worship of the sufferera from takman, ve. of the takmis and 18 therefore called the sun.
vod of the fak s,

P Bead ipakari. 1t s wdle to expect correct grammar in these image-labels, drafted probably by the masons
themseives  Prof. Dr. D. (. Sircar of the Caleutta University i3 inclined to read thix line as follows (Bharate-
vk, Claitra, 1348 BS., p 397) i—

Sti-lakshmiding-karite- Bhattaraka and correct it to :—

Sri-Lakstmidina-kanta-Bhattirakah _ i : :
Holing that the deity 1> not naned i the label but is valled simply Bhatfaraka, i.e., the Lord who is stated

o have been made or mstalled by one Lakshmidina,  Dr. Sircar points to the shape of { in the ligature lyu in the
sord Phidyiya and argues that .the tirst letter must be read Ju. I can only _say ifl reply that whatever shape [
may have taken in a ligature, an mndependent I of the period is too distinctive with a wavy left projection te
oW any other shape to act for it o

I have to adnnt. however, that the word dinakarin has to be corrected as dinakarr and even then the word
et a happy word as a name of the sun-god. the usual Word being dinakara.  But the \:erbal 'iOI:m of kri is even
rons often used ax pgante in Bengal . and ax ab eady stated. it is :dle to expect correct Sanskrit in these masons’
labifs, [ Dr. Swear's reading and rendering appear to be more aceurate. It may be added that in the present

s tunee possibly the term bhatiaraka itselt denotes ‘the sun-god’. This i3 supported by lexicons. The name of

the donor Lead shmidina 1~ equal to Lakshmidatla : dina = Pal dinna=Skt. dattu.—Ed.}
* Thete wax nao space for a coargr after the word Bhaitaraka, which is probably the reason for the omix-
*inn. It way, however, be ohserved that the same word in the other inscription has no m'sargu Pither.—-—l*}d.]

AV]-T-] 4
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TRANSLATION
The (image of) the waker of the dayv. the God of the person~ afflicred with the (shin disease)
fah o, The vear 12 1~ of the exalted Govindachandradeva,  The 19th {LL}' of Phalguna.t

B. Betka Vasudeva image inscription of the 23rd year of Govindachandra

In the villave of Patkpira and m the adjacent village of Betka., P N Tanuivadi, Dt. Dacea,
there live from thme nnmemorial, flourtshime families ot the betel-leat cultivator~, the class being

generallv known as the Biarar or the Bargyivi. Thev tornt o distmet cJass throughout Bengal

and the lucrative profession of cuitivating and selling betel leaves has made the class well-to-do,
industrious, wrted. <elt-respecting. religious and peacetul, They are mostly worshippers of
Vishnu.

A beantiful image of Vishpw or Vasudéva m black <tone came out about three vedrs ago, when

re-excavating an old tank on the northern extremnty ot the village ot Betka. just on the horder

of Paikpara. On all sides of the rank are the habirations of the Baraic, The finders pre-'-zentetl

the 1mage to an establishment m the village of Aut<ihi. three miles <outh. called Palli-Kalyapa-

Asrama. manutacturing Aads and hand-made paper, and afliliated to the All-India Spinners’
Assoctation.  The imacee has been esrablishied there as the presiding deity of the Asroma, but it
1~ not worshipped.

The image 15 about o height and must he pronomnced to he a very pleasing piece of ceulp-

ture and a tine specimen of the art of the Beneal sculptor. It 1s just an ordinarv 1mage of

Vishnu with condeal tiara adorned by the At ttmnkde, and 1t has little to distinguish it from count-

e~ ~uch 1mages found throughour Benwal and datime trom AD. 1000 to 1200, Onlv the minia-

ture ﬁ}_r,ure\ ot ,gfm}ﬁ/,(;juu‘u,\/m filu{ (,'/!NA!'Njﬂf;’)!\/{(! at Pithﬂ_' t’ll{] Uf tht' pf*r_lwtul'are illdi('dtlﬂlls

that the mmage 1~ a fairly carly prece ot senlpture. The fact that the <tyle represented by these

contcal-crowned protusely decorated soft-teatured sculptures in black stone of the Riajmahal

Hill~ began even earher than the pvl'icn] of Govimdacebhandra - ;“n-t,[}- demonstrated by these two
lllsl'l'ihml 1InJdYes (_Il' tht' 110l of (iﬁ\HuLnlmmh'.t. ]{lllg o f \';11'11_{‘1,

The i“b('riptiou i~ 1 four Imess ewch e bemnye made up ot three ~ections, with the EXception

of the fourth Iine. which i~ tnished v w smgle section. The Tetrers are halt-an-mch hich and look

hke the hand-writing of w man who could boast of nothme more than hiteracy. The Kulkudi

m~c ription ~howsa berter hand. The two s riptions hatlmie trom the wime kinedom and bhelone-

g to the reten of the same Kmg and only eleven vears dpart i point of time  offer.

however,
very nuirked contrast i the aha]w of the lerreps,

How unsate @ amde paleoeraphy may become,
i ome has to depend on casual mseriptions fike 1l present ones, 1= fully demonstrated by these
two iuscriptions.  Partieula attention may be drawn rag the shape of 1

the two insceriptions,
which would appear to be wide qpurt w point ot age.

aEEuage ol the msceription 1~ meotrect Sansknt, A~ alrewdy temarked in the case of
the Kulkudr m~cription. 1t 1~ dle to expect correct arammuar m these mason< and half-literate

r]n]lUI‘\‘ L‘i}n*]v.

The purport of the in~cription i~ to record the in~tallation ot an mnage of the Lord Visudava
Il“.' Ol (r'(f)'a{/r{f/J\d, ~otr of the e Pt l,&ld[l"-{,\lt’ H:&l«iJII{Ei (/ ¢, ;‘-I.I"l'}lkd) },}, caste. 1 the 231
MVedr ot Goriadach i pa, The mention of the caste of the donor as Bfklatjikd ~shows that the
pre~ent-dayv nomenchrure of the clas~ a~ Biyao i~ derived from the word Barajika ; and the woud

[fur”i;’;- i'}' s hieh nane ﬂn- Lt wlulutwl drony the (l:nm likes to cull I]lt‘lllbi‘l\'f)\, 15 modﬂ'u

[The alternative trandatzon of the it lme womld he 2 Thes ex the onage of) the sun-god, caused to he made
by the tlhuetrions Labshimidiva.—gid.

1
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and mcorrect mmmovation.  \s already mentioned. the tank from which the image was recovered,
1s s urrounded on all sides by the habitations of the Baiais or betel-leat planters.  In all probahility
the image was mstalled by a remote ancestor of vne ot these families : but no memorv or tradi-

tion of the event ha~ ~urvived.

Numerals 2 and 5 occur mn the insernption. 2 1s formed by two loops and an mtervening angle,
9 1< formed by three loops and two intervening angles. The figure tor 2 in this inseription is in
marked contrast to the mame figure in the previous mscription

The mscription and the 1mage were first brought to the notwe of the learned world by
Mr. Jogendra Nath Gupta. editor of the Sosubhdrati and author ot the History of Vikranpur.
Dr. D. . Sircar” of the Calcutta University published the insceriprion m a long article in
the Bengali Journal—Bhdrataraisha tor Jyaishtha. 1343 B8 | pp. 769 {0 from estampages and
photograph~ supphed by Mr. Gupta. Dr Sircar read the mportant word Bealuyiha as Rilajike and
thus missed o thousand vears old mmportant reference to this mterestmg caste ot Bengal.

I edit the mscnption from estampages and photographs taken by myself.

TEXT
1 Srimad-Go, vindacha  ndrasva samvar 23
2 Balajika-uy parata-Pay radasa-<utah?
3 Gangady)) sa-kavita-Vall sudéva-
1 Bhattaraka]h*]
TRANSLATION

The 231d vear of the ilustrious Gévindachandra, (Lhis dnaye of ) the Lord Vasudéva was

caused to be made by Gangadasa, the Balajika. ~on ot the deceased Paradasa.

No. 7.—SAKRAI STONE INSCRIPTION; V. S. 699
(I LPlute)

B. CH. (CHRABRA, (JOTACAMUND

Sakrai i~ a village mthe Sokhiavat provinee ol the Japur State i Rijputina. fourteen miles
north-west of Khandcli,  This latter place. noies turng i~ twelve nules novth-west or Sip Madhopuar,
a railwav station on the Rewari-Phulera ~ection of the Bombay Baroda and Cennrat Todia Ranl-
Wav,  Nakral is o sacred place for the Hidus repruted to 1t~ h'm]rlv of the vodidess Nakamblart
on the bank of the rivulet called Sarkard. which 1 supposed to be the oriem of the name of the
villaze. The <tone. bearme  the mseription edited hereo i~ said to be stuck m a corridor wall
of the front entrimce to the temple  The m~eription was noticed as early as 1909 by Mr. (now Dr.)
D. R. Bhandarkar. the then Assistant Superintendent. Xichacologieal Survey ot Indi, Western
Crrele, Poona?

The mseribed surtace of the stone medasures 3 17 broad ]l}’ ﬁi” hioh.  The inscription 011~
sists of =even hines,  The engraving has been very well executed. The letters have been treated

ornamentallv.  The gracetul Hourishes of the Sogmdatias are conspieuons to the eve throuvhout,

! Read Balujik-oparota and ~wlu.

2 Inscription No. 2517, Progress Report of the dyehueolvjical Survcy of Ludin, Western Chiele, tor the year ending
31st March 1910, pp. 12, 28 and 56-7.  \gain, 1t 15 No. 23 ot Bhandarkar's List of Inscriptions of Northern Indin,

-

The date given by him is V.5. 8743 but more probably 1t 1s V.3, 699, as i~ sought to be made out in the present

paper. See below, pp. 29-31.
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The characters belong to the northern class of alphabets, Thev bear o ~riking resemblance
to those of the Madhuban plate of Harsha® and. 1n a lexser degree, al<o to those of the  Rudarkot
stone m~cription.?  This resemblance is a <ignificant point inasmuch as it e~ o vreat hearme o
the guestion of the date of the present inseription to be discussed below. Prot  Kiellion’s vermarks
regarding the palaeography of the Madhuban plate generally hold good i the (ase of vur record
as well. Still 1t may not be out of place here to draw attention to ~ome of the outr~rondmy Charac-
teristics of the script.  The form of 4, for instance, may easily be contused with that ot L as may
be illustrated by vidaltta-dvéshinas=Chaydikayah and -ntl-6tpal-abhé mubuta-map-. 1 2. A medial
@ 15 usually expressed bv a prishthamatrd. In a few instances, however. 1t 1~ denoted by a S/ dmii-
tra, which. ike medial (. 7. é, ete., 1s ornamentallv treated. as may be seen i -chap-dnuceddhi. 1.2
A superscript s occasmndll} occurs on the line. while generally it i< placed adbore the line. The tvwo
varieties are typified in Garggo dharmma-, 1. 4. The sign for jh. which 1~ ot rate occurtence, is net
with in hankaritam. 1. 1. The forms of ji in pitja, 1. 2 of ji in swigiiche. 130 i rtha o aty. -
thatr, 1.9 : and of stha in -sthalmwii. 1. 1, are equally noteworthy.

The language of the record i~ Nanskrit.  Its COMpOsItIon Is In verse, except for o few wors
expressing the date, at the end. As regards orthography, the followig pomts deserve noti.
A b1s expressed throughout by the sign for v. except in Mapdubalks, 1. 6. An anused,a ocea~ioually
takes the place of a class nasal, as in ramjital, 1. 2. Conversely. it i~ substituted by 4 m the word
ransa, Il 3. 4 and 5. A consonant after r is usually * lengthened ” or reduplicated. as in Maii-
ypapater=miakhane. 1. 1. Visarga s changed to wpadhméaniya in ~taldyidh preddoesh- 101, An
arusedra at the end of a verse or a half-verse is retained as such. and not reverted as w as 1t should.
In vapih=Chhivas=, 1. 6. we have a wrong sandhi, and in mahad-dynts . 16 an tereaular saiidsa.
Phonetically, the syncopated forms wjeale. 1. 3, sate-, 1.5, -6dyota-. 1. 1. wuld -Odyiftuna 21, 1 o
are worthv of note. Such forms. with one of the twin consonants onitted. are recounized by o,
tam lexicouraphers as correct. The forms wdyotn and Udyétana can. m fact, be putifiod b <. s

mg a ifferent derivation.* The syncopation of one ¢ in prapudteatyarthars. 1.5 1~ e 1l orly

hand. very misleading. It may prima facie be taken for prapnotu —+ atyarthai. wheveas 1, cealiny
1t 1~ to be construed as prapnot + t atyarthait, as required hy the contexr  Awamdinn jo

anipditai 1 6. 1s obviously a slip on the part of the scribe.

The object of the insc ription 1s to record the construction of a mapdapa i lort of the ooddess
Sankara by an assoclation er a committee. composed of eleven member-. o]l of wlon: were bankers,
Their names. parentage, etc.. are given in the inscription and appear below . arranesd ma tabilar
torm.

The expression surandam mapdap-sttqnah, * excellent pavilion ot god< " Teads one to think the
the pavilion wus intended to receive images of various secondary deities 1,\ the ~tde of the prin-
cipal divinity that was Safkaradovi.  And the fact that wimﬂn ditterent menidng- of
community jomtly put up that structure warrants. as it were that L Wa~ noet o mean addition to
the temple of Sankaradévi. Possibly what was dedicared by the Sieshihin wis not 4 bite sevilion.
but a pavilion cum 1mages of various gods, each property mstalled i orts respective niche,  However.
such detail: ax these can no longer he verified : for. accordimg to I)r. Bhandarkar'~ report on the
temple in question, very little of the original strucrures now WV IV~

[n his report just referred to. Dr. Bhandatkar has expressed the opmion that the villase of
Sakral i named afrer the nvalet called Sarkara,  And this view ha~ heen crred in

paragraph ot this essav. too.  Dr Bhundarkar. whe personall

wedlthy

the opering
:\-‘ l]l“}lf‘ll t[’:(l t]“‘ .\jt{-l. ]'“{1-..‘[ ]l;l\!l lr;!‘"“l
! Above, Vol. VII. pp. 155 ft. and plate. T T T -

* Above, Vol. I, pp. 179 ft. and plate.

3 Ses below, p. 31, n. 9.

¢ PRASIWC for the year ending 31st March 1910

b po Jljc
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- reason for such a belief. Nevertheless, consideriig the similarity in sound, one is tempted to ask
©  oneself if both the rivulet and the village are not named after the goddess Sankara. mentioned

-

in the present mscription. Dr. Bhandarkar has rightly pointed out that Sankard * no doubt.
appears to he the correct and original name ot the goddess. and not Sakambhari by which <he 1s
at present kmown.’!

Dr. Bhandarkar’s observations with regard to the caste of ~ome of the members of the bankers’
association as well as ro the mvocatory stanzas ot the mscription are baxed on the mformation
locally gathered and arve hence verv valuable. They are. therefore, quoted here in full. - One
of the goshthikas. i.e.. member~ of the temple supervision committee, was the Seeshth? Mandana
of the Dhiizara family.  The surname Dhiisara 1~ ~till well-known m the Jaipur Statre, but persons
bearing this surname call themselves Bhiargava Brabmanas, though they ate suspected by the
people to have been origmmally banax.  But the popular suspicion. I think. 1~ shewn 1o be a facs
by our in=cription. for Mandana Dhisara 1s called a Sréshihi. 1.e.. Sat or Sath, which tit's i horne
by none bt the bania clas~s.  Another goshtlh da ot the temple was the Nrashtht Garea of 1he Dhark-
kata family. 1 have shewn elsewhere that the name Dharkkata has survived i the <hiehtly al-
tered form Dhakad, a sub-diviston of the Osvals. Cunously euwough, the itial portion ot this
inscription 1+ also worth poudering over. It mvokes the blessings of three deities. fi~t ot Ganapati,
next of Chandiki. and lastly of Dhanada, c.e. Kubéra Tt 12 worthy of note that Yere Chandika

1< placed between Ganapati and Kubéra, and no doubt remunds one of the tigure< on the pedestal
of the shrine of Piplad matd m Osia. Ot these last the central ficure 1~ that of Mahishvsuwramarding,
a form of Chandika, and she is flanked by Kubéra and Ganapati on the right and left respectively.
When I was at the temple i Sakrat, [ was< not allowed to go mto the shrie and mspeet e mmages,

which are well-nigh concealed under garments, but I was simply told that the goddess was Mahishia

o osuramardini, and had none by her sides.””?

The following i~ the table, showing the donors’ names, parentage, ete. :— _
ety ooy
! _ |
\ Donor’s | Donor’s : Donor's
SO, Donor Il Father f CGirandfather 1: deily
| 1 o
- F
1 | Mandana . . Rama . . . . | Yasovardhana . . ! Dhiisaia
20 Garga . , . . | Madvana . . . Mandana . . | Dharkkata
3 | Ganaditya . : . | Vardhana . . Bhattiyaka . . Do.
4 | Dévalla Do. . : . Do. . : D).
5 Siva . . . . | Patta . . : . i
6 | Sankara . . . | Vishnuvaka . E
7 | Mandubaka . : .+ Adityavardhauna
- ! -
S | Adityanaga . . . | Vodda .
9 | Bhadra . . . | Naddhaka .
10 { Udyotana . : . | Jéulla .
11 | Sapkara . . . | Sondhaka . .
)
* l
M

The record i~ dated.  However, in the absenee of full details, the gi\'m] date cannot he verj-

fied. The vear 1s expressed only by numerical <vmbol-. which Dr. Bhandarkar has read as 879,

1 1bdd.
2 Ibwd., pp. 36-7.
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A
. ' . Fy . ' ! N .":?
He i« however. not sure of this readine. tor he adds © » The reading of the hrst cipher of the date. i
12, X0~ certain. but I am by no means suie recarding the two tollowr = cipher~. a~ rhey are iy

i

entirely new and not known to us from previous record<."t  The reading ¢ the vear a~ 579 13 thus
only tentative.  The mention of the month as derr-Ashddfha mdeed provides a very helptul clue,
which, thoueh does not finallv decide the issue, at least ninimives the guesswork in interpreting
the ciphers concerned for the simple reason that the occurrence of @ particnlar month as intercalary
0 a certaln yvear 1s extremelv restiicted.  We have thus to wee that the vear vt the inscription must
have Ashiadha a~ an mtercalary month. Drv. Bhaundarka: has no doubt con~idered this poiat, for,
the vear 879, a~ tentativelv read by hun, does fulfil the condition. It voes without <aving that the
year in question. be it read as 879 or difterently. refers itsell to the Vikrama era.

There 1~ thus apparently nothig mecus<rent with the 1eading 879, Nevertheles~. there 15 one
glarmg discrepancy which would compel 1t~ yejection. We have already notweed Low the seript
of the present epigraph bears a close resemblance to that of the Madhubau plate on the one hand
and to that of the Kudatkot «tone insciiption on the other.  The date of the tirst of the<e two
records is the vear 25 of the Harsha era. equat to A DL 630-10 while the second hias heen assigned,
on more or less equally ~ute grounds. * to about the latter halt of the <eventh centurv A. D, Now,
i the similarity of seipt 1< not to be taken lightlv, we cannot a1 fford to a~stgn oul record to the tirsg
balt of the nmth century. or to AL D.X22to be precree. whch would be equivalent to V. 8. %79,
That would 1emove 1t tfrom the other two nv elose on two hinndred vears o point of time.  And,
palaeographically <peaking, that i~ an impos<ibifity.

To reconale this diserepancy. we have to see i a difterent reading of the date i~ possible.  Ae-
cordmg to Dr. Bhandaikatr, the first ot the three svmbols definttely stands for S whereas o compari-
*on of various numerical signs oceurrmg i sonme of the carly inscriptions will <how that the one
question tepresents 6 rather than 8. It may readily be recocused that the disputed ~svmbol, m
1ts formation. approximates to the sien tor the letter o or simplv 47, Oue of the Nagarjunikonda
mscriptions Hlustrates the tact that there s very little ditference herween the torms ot the <1uns tor
6 and 8. It shows that if the sien tor 6 re~sembled Ad. that for 5 wias ~untlar to neere b, Both

the ~1gn~ ovcur there side by aide and the value of each 1~ mateated m words a< well.  The rolevant

passage reads : scmpachharaw athdra saon 108 feemetinta-palk haois «hhatheon 62\ more developed
form of the syvmbol for 6. clearly to he read a< ha. 1< mer with m (he Kanwt plates ot Chandavar-
man.®  The symbol mm question thus undoubtedly <tardds for 6 and not tor s.

The Last or the third svmbol. wlhiseh o shape tesenthlos the peoidian sion for e mute f.ooceurring
i the very word sopvat, no doubt denotes 9. 4« read by Dr Bhiandarhar,  Thi~ form of the mteeer
9 1s ndeed rare. but in~tances of it~ use i early LSCTIDTIONS a1e NoF W Ty, 8

The muddle or the ~ccond ~vmbol. read by Do Bhandarhar a~ 7. curously cnotieh also stands
tor 9. 1t dppedls Htl':.ill;:’.t’ Indeed that two {ll‘-*lllil!dl ~tuils ~hould hay e hemn}]m»{[ for one and the
sawe nteger, 9. We mayv, however, recdl that even to this day the Nioari < npt ha~ two different
symbols tor 9, whieh are used mdisornmately, Oug s ription thus provides perbaps the carliest

mstance of the precur~ors ot the present=tav two dissintlar <1ans tor that imtecer, used ~1de by side,

ry * : =T -
The s1ign for & u~ed m the Kartaldl stone nption of Lakshineopardje® s escentidly the same as

tound m our 1m- Fiption, the central of the three fenres i botl the case<. Nuother mstance where

YV PRASIIVC, tor the year ending 31t March 1910, poob.

2 Above, Vol XX, p. 21 and plate, text 1. 2,

P Above, Vol IV, plate teemyg p. 145, text D 200, vt ) sheastiihed ¢,

¢ For example, see above, Vol XXIV, plate tacing p. 334, text |
I, 21 ; Vol I, plate tacing p. 160, teat |. 1 ; ete.

> Above, Vol. XXI11I, piate facing p. 260, texy 1. 14, ‘

225 Vol XV, plate faciyz ;. 00, teat
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% the two dissimilar <igns for 9 are likewise used 12 atforded by the Kaman stone inscription.!
Prof. V. V. Mirashi. the cditor of this last record. has noticed the peculiarity and cited some more
dtidlogons mstances.?
., [ this wav. we now arrive at the rveading : Sudoeat 699 dviv-Ashadha su 11... V. S. 699 ix

equal to Ao DL 642-3; and that wouald be quite compatible with the palacographical data,  Our
mscription would thus be Tater by abour o decade than the Madhuban plate and earlier by about
a decade than the Kudarkot mseription.”

Now., what remain~ to be vertied i~ whether there was an intercalary iqhz'}.t_lha m V. S, 699,
A reference to the tables gtven for such verifications in Diwan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pillar’s
Lndian Ephemert wall show that A, D. 613 did have an intercalarv Ashidha. A slight hiteh may
be felt masmueh a~s Ao Do 643 works out to be VoSO T7000 whereas our mseription has V. 8. 699, This
can be overcome by the assmuption, @ very natural one m the present case, that the vear referred
to m the m~cription 1~ Karttikadr,  This nieans that the A<hadha of the Karttikad: V. S, 699 is the
same as the Ashadba of the Chaitedad VR 7000 And that squares with the given date.

It mav now he <aid that our m=eription furnishes mstances ot the numerals 6 and 9. and that
for the latter 1t gives two disamular siens. Tt may further be pomted out that our inscription is
among the carhest to adopt the inore advanced system of decimal notation.  The older inscriptions,
1t 1s well known, have the prinatoce mode ol emploving distinet svmbols for units, tens. hundreds,

et
TRXTS

[Metres: v. 1 Prithee o v, 2 Seagdhard o v, 3 Malint o vv. 4.5 Sardila-
cilertdite vy, 6NV Apashitald v T Upajati of Salint & Veaisradery.]

I Om% Ranad-radunadirvana-druta-Suméfru-ron-tdbhatani ~ugandhr-madird-mada-pramudit-
alithankantam(tam) | anfka-rana-dandubhi-dhvani-viblhinna-ganda-sthalamh  Maha-
sanapatér=nunukbam  disatu bhitre-bhadvint vah o [T 1 %] Nijitvantvis=<-angaharati
Charana-bhara-parik-=habhita-kshma-talivah sprabhrashr-endu-prabhavam nisi  visrita-
nakh-odvota-?

2 blinn-andhakaralh | vé ll-odvelht-aord vidadbartr vitat-imbhdja-pijd 1v=343s=t¢ hastisx=
<tipadanh V6 dadarn vidalita-dyveshmas=Chandikavah ;o [2 0 *] Madhu-mada-janu-
diishtih spashra-nil-otpal-abho mukate-mani-mayitkhar ramji(rang)tah pita-va~ia[h*] |
Jaladhara iva vidvach-chhakra-chap-nnuviddho bhavare Dhanada-

1 Above. Vol. X XIV, plate facmyg po 334, text L 220 Another date, namely the vear 229, given in 1. 13 of thia
inscription, provides a etearer mstance of the swn for 9 under discussion.

2 1bdd., p. 331, n. 2.

$ The conclusion artived at here is cortoborated by the two  insenptions from Jhileipitan (Ind. Ant.,
Vol. V, pp. 180-3, witk plate). one ot which 15 dated Samvat 746, Thep characters are more ornamental than
those of our mscription (which errenmstance s explaune:d by their being later by half a century ), but are

essentiallyv of the same type  Another tecord, exhbiting this ornamental variety of alphabet (though somewhat
earhier 1nn Jdate a~ wdrtanted }a:\ the Hl]r.tlllt{’ foam of Wly IS the Benares lllr:it‘lilltllill ot Pantha (Hb{)\ e, Vol I.\',

pp. 58-62, with plate).
t Indian Ephemerts, Vol. L. Pairt T pp. 30 and 23s,
° From an inked estampaue

“ xpressed by a svmbol.

“'Fhis docannot readily be recomsed onaccount of @ superttuous stroke attached to the upper left sida of
the letter.

* The E-‘\[ltlkt‘ of this me, w hieh i~ of the Sordmalen I} P, has not come ouf L'learly o1l the impreﬂsion.

* The g-stroke of this diyo1s ikewi=e not sisible on the estampage.  The correct form of the word should
be wddydta.  The form adyola can ab~o be bt but in that case the root would be yuirs and not ayute, unless it he
a~~umed that. on the anaddosy of such torms as wpeale and sateo, which oecur in the present inscription itself. 1. 3
and 1. 5 respeetively, one ot the 1wo o'~ hias been onntted in wdydtn.  These remarks apply also to the name

{-fill’ff-if‘fff“?, that occeurs below, 11 625
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3 namt vinddhda vab suvakshah 3 | ¥] Asid=dharmma-paravani=timahati préddima-kirtry-
upvalivadld vansavansd) Dhitsara-sanyiaké  wunavatr khyato Yasovarddhanal |
vasv-—ast-dkhila-dosha unmata-bhinjah putid=bhavat=-atyva-vag=Ramal iré&hthi-
vard va(ba)bhiiva cha vateh sradithi sutd Mandanab i {4 *] Alch=ch=amahn?® pra-
KaSd-vasast srima-

P tv=udid uchau vanse(vamse) Dhatkkata-namant  prati-dinai Sakr-arddhi-visparddhimi

. uchichair=mmanditam=adaran==nija-kularis vén==6davarin gachchhata sréshthi M-
ndana-namakas=-amabhavach=chhié-hthi vatd Madvanah - [5 ) *] Tasy=ipy=abhut
=-utah <réshthi Garees dbarmma-paravanab | kulinaly <fla-~ampannas==satatam
priva-daréanah  [6, *] Srashthah srashthi Manda-

O puf-akhvabh prabhatam prapnonv? —atvartharm Gargga-nama  cha  lak<hmim(k<hmim) | Vvl
srashthitvatin sarvva-satvagtev-ginukampan camvak=kurvvanau nitavantan samaptini
(prim) -+ |7 | *] Tathd Bhartivaka = h=3<id=3? vanig=Dharkkata-vansa(vasa)jab |
~iints =tasy=apv=abhid=dhimin=Varddhanah khvata-~ad-gunah | [8 ] ¥}
Tasya putrav mahatmanan  sarva-sauch-aniav-invitan | va(ba)bhiivatur=glrana-

b ditva-Devall-akhvav=ana(mjuditan (9 =1 Tathd vanitkehhi(k :‘il)\'aé:chziiait:Tatta-
putrd jit-fndrivab | Sankard Vishnuvikasva tath=asit~tanayah Suchil [ 10, *1 \di-
tvavarddhana-suto Mapdubiko=bhavat=sudhih | Véddasyr=Adityanig-akhvah
putra  d~-in=mahad(ha)dvanth ; [11, *| Bhadr-akhyd Naddhakasyv=abhit=putrd
matimatit varah | tath=0dyo-4

T [tana?]-~amjhas=cha JeuHa~y=abhavat=sutah ! [12 ] *] Sankara[l*] Nondhak-akhvasya siinur=
a<id=akalma-hal | fudrish=ananva-manasi pitror=yén=as~akyit=Lkita /| [13 }} *]
Tair==avarir goshthukair=bhitva ~uranam mandap-dttamah | kantal gilf]kill‘ﬂ.dé\')’ﬁ]}
puratal punva-vriddhave | [14 1 %] Sahvat 699 dvie-Ashadha du di

TRANSLATION
Om '

V. 1. Mayv the face of Mahaganapati, rachant with the (gold) dust diffused from the (mownt)
Suméru by his poundmg at it with has pmeling tusk, resonant with the (humning of the) bees
exhilarated by the ichor which (fo then) 1 a tragrant wineo with 1t~ teraples prerced by the din of
suumerons war drums, bestow many hlessings on vou !

V. 2 Mayv those hands ot Chandika—-dancing with (proper) vesticulation, having thoroughly
agitated the earth by the weight ot her feet) (rued) having dispelled the darkiess by the flashes of
her nails vhtterme in the night bereft of moonhght—. that uve annthilated the foes (and) that,
with the palmes sportnvely tossedups make the quarters appear to be extending offerings of lotus-
Howers, shower prosperity on vou _ )

V. 3. Mav the princpal gaks/ie. Dhanada by name  of the hue of fully expanded blue water-
v, with his eves producing spintuons mtoxication, irrdescent with the Lavs (emamating) from  the

Jf'“rf']" 11 h.i"‘ |liiil‘lf"”1. h(i\'l“u él }’l"]llﬂov I'UI'H’ ()1} (,/lﬂ\}_ ]“"‘(1!111‘11“2 T]“; (I(Hlil l'lt“r'\‘]}f'r.“‘h(;{l “l'ltll
Livhtning and raimbow conter atfluence on vou !

_—

Plhe night word would be mwnls. The wniter has evulently tuken the word «@male as a noun in the sense

of punty e waiope-zwmalims. and from that derved the adypetive vmalin

) “pure . The metridal exigency
mu-t have been respon~ible for this 1ound-about e\ pressiorn,

g g - -
Fhe intended readmg seems to be pidpuit =10 -atyuitham.  The ehsion ot one of the two ’s trefdre ¢ ad
Le explamed mothe hight ot the form <atra tor wirted, o~ notieed ahove

 The =y lable doa fonks more like /14,
t5ee above, p 310 0. 2.

E o ' - - 1. . . .
I'he cod being Goyimean - Ele phant-taced,” the des riprion natarally applies to an elephant <head

ettt = ~Serm] e
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