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INTRODUCTORY NOTES
NOTES ON TRANSLITERATION

Iozwel-Sounds

a has the sound of a in ‘woman.’
has the sound of @ in ¢ father.”
¢ has the vowel-sound in “grey.’
has the sound of 7 in “pin.’

has the sound of 7 in ‘police.”
has the sound of ¢ in “bone.”
has the sound of # in ¢ bull.’
has the sound of # in “flute)
has the vowel-sound in *mine.’
au has the vowel-sound in ‘house.’

el

—~ -

(¢
1

=

u

a

It should be stated that no attempt has been made to distinguish
between the long and short sounds of ¢ and o in the Dravidian
languages, which possess the vowel-sounds in ‘bet’ and ‘hot’ in
addition to those given above. Nor has it been thought necessary
to mark vowels as long in cases wherc mistakes in pronunciation
were not likely to be made.

Consonants

Most Indian languages have different forms for a number of con-
sonants, such as d, #, », &c., marked in scientific works by the use
of dots or italics. As the European car distinguishes these with
difficulty in ordinary pronunciation, it has been considered undesir-
able to cmbarrass the reader with them : and only two notes are
required. In the first place, the Arabic £, a strong guttural, has
been represented by % instead of ¢, which is often used. Secondly,
it should be remarked that aspirated consonants are common ; and,
in particular, @ and #. (except in Burma) never have the sound of
¢k in this’ or ‘thin,’ but should be pronounced as in ¢ woodhouse '
and ¢ boathook.’
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Burmese Words

Burmese and some of the languages on the frontier of China have
the following special sounds : —

aw has the vowel-sound in ‘law.’
6 and i are pronounced as in German.
gy is pronounced almost like 7 in ‘jewel.’
ky is pronounced almost like ¢4 in ‘ church.’
th is pronounced in some cases as in ‘this,” in some cases as in
‘thin.’
w after a consonant has the force of ww. Thus, ywae and pree
are disyllables, pronounced as if written rwzea and puzee.

It should also be noted that, whercas in Indian words the accent
or stress is distributed almost equally on each syllable, in Burmese
there is a tendency to throw special stress on the last syllable.

(General

The names of some places  c g Caleutta, Bombay, Lucknow,
Cawnpore - have obtained a popular fixity of spelling, while special
forms have been officially preseribed for others. Names of persons
are often spelt and pronounced differently in different parts of India :
but the variations have bheen made as few as possible by assimilating
forms almost alike, especially where a particular spelling has been
generally adopted in English hooks.

NOTES ON MONEY, PRICES. WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
o

As the currency of India is based upon the rupee, all statements
with regard to moncy throughout the Gasetteer have necessarily heen
expressed in rupees, nor has it been found possible to add generally
a conversion into sterling.  Down to about 1873 the gold value of
the rupec (containing 165 grains of pure silver) was approximately
equal to 2s., or onctenth of a £ and for that period it is easy to
convert rupees into sterling by striking off the final cipher (Rs. 1,000
= £100). But after 1873, owing to the depreciation of silver as
compared with gold throughout the world, there came a serious and
progressive fall in the exchange, until at one time the gold value of
the rupee dropped as low as 1. In order to provide a remedy for
the heavy loss caused to the Government of India in respect of its
gold payments to be made in England, and also to relieve forcign
trade and finance from the inconvenience due to constant and
unforescen fluctuations in exchange, it was resolved in 1893 to close
the mints to the free coinage of silver, and thus force up the value of
the rupee by restricting the circulation. ‘The intention was to raise
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the exchange valuc of the rupec to 15. 44., and then introduce a gold
standard (though not necessarily a gold currency) at the rate of Rs. 15
= £1. This policy has been completely successful.  From 1899 on-
wards the valuc of the rupee has been maintained, with insignificant
fluctuations, at the proposed rate of 1s. 44. : and consequently sincc
that date three rupees have been equivalent to two rupees before 1873,
For the intermediate period, between 1873 and 189y, it is manifestly
impossible to adopt any fixed sterling value for a constantly changing
rupee.  But since 189y, if it is desired to convert rupees into sterling,
not only must the final cipher be struck off (as before 1873), but
also one-third must be subtracted from the result.  "T'hus Rs. 1,000
= Ki10o—3} = (about) £67.

Another matter in connexion with the espression of money state-
ments interms of rupecs requires to be eaplained. The method of
numerical notation in India differs from that which prevails through-
out Kurope.  Large numbers are not punctuated in hundreds of thou-
sands and millions, but in lakhs and crores. .\ lakh is one hundred
thousand (written vut as 1,00,000), and a crore is one hundred Jakhs
or ten millions (written ouwt as 1,00,00,000).  Cunsequently, accord-
ing to the exchange value of the rupec, a lakh of rupees (Rs. 1,00,000)
may be read as the equivalent of £10,000 beforc 1873, and as the
cquivalent of (about) £6,667 after 189y ; while a crore of rupees
(Rs. 1,00,00,000) may similarly be read as the cquivalent of
£ 1,000,000 before 1873, and as the cquivalent of (about) £666,667
after 189y.

Finally, it should be mentioned that the rupee is divided into
16 annas, a fraction commonly used for many purposes by both
natives and Europeans.  'The anna was formerly reckoned as 13d. ;
it may now be considered as exactly corresponding to 1d.  The
anna is again subdivided into 12 pies.

The various systems of weights used in India combine uniformity
of scale with immense variations in the weight of units. The scale
used generally throughout Northern India, and less commonly in
Madras and Bombay, may be thus eapressed : one maund = 4o scers |
one seer = 16 chittaks or 8o tolas. The actual weight of a seer
varies greatly from District to District, and cven from village to
village ; but in the standard system the tola is 180 grains Troy
(the exact weight of the rupee), and the seer thus weighs z-057 1b.,
and the maund 82-28 Ib. This standard is used in official reports
and throughout the Gasetteer. :

Yor calculating retail prices, the universal custom in India is to
express them in terms of seers to the rupee. Thus, when prices
change, what varies is not the amount of money to be paid for the
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same quantity, but the quantity to be obtained for the same amount
of money. In other words, prices in India are quantity prices, not
money prices.  When the figure of quantity goes up, this of course
means that the price has gone down, which is at first sight perplexing
to an English reader. It may, however, be mentioned that quantity
prices arc not altogether unknown in England, especially at smuall
shops, where pennyworths of many grocerics can be bought.  Tiggs,
likewise, are commonly sold at a varying number for the shilling.
I it be desired to convert quantity prices from Indian into English
denominations without having recourse to money prices (which would
often be misleading), the following scale may he adopted- based
upon the assuptions that a seer is exactly 2 1h., and that the value
of the rupee remains constant at 15, 44.: 1 seer per rupee = (about)
3 tbotor 255 2 seers per rupee = (about) 6 1b. for 2s.; and so on.

The name of the unit for square measurcnient in India generally
1 the brgha, which varies greatly in different parts of the country.
But arcas have always been expressed throughout the Gazetteer cither
in square miles or in acres.

MADP

EASTERN BENGAL AND AsSAM . . . . . at end
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Coondapoor Subdivision (Awndapir).—Subdivision of South
Kanara District, Madras, consisting of the CooNparoor and Ubipt
1aluks.

Coondapoor Taluk.- Northernmost Za/1k of South Kanara District,
Madras, lying between 13° 2¢” and 13° 59" N. and 74° 34" and 75° 4
E., with an arca of 619 square miles. The population in 1901 was
131,858, compared with 131,546 in 1891. Tt contains 103 villages,
including CooNDAPOOR (population, 3,984), the head-quarters.  The de-
mand for land revenue and cesses amounted in 1903-4 to Rs. 3,12,000.
The Western Ghats form the boundary of the /d/uk on the east,
approaching in the north to within 6 miles of the sca. Three rivers
rising in this range drain the greater part, and flow into a common
estuary to the north of Coondapoor village. These river valleys, the
islands in the estuary, and the adjacent low-lying levels are singularly
fertile, as is the alluval plain along the coast, which in places extends
4 or 5 miles inland.  Fine crops of rice and sugar-cane are grown, and
the coco-nut plantations are very productive. The interior and hilly
portions of the /d/«% contain much thick jungle, malarial fever is rife
and labour scanty, and the ryots are much less prosperous than on the
coast. In the north of the #@/«k the catechu-tree is common, and the
" manufacture of cutch carried on by the Kudubi caste is an important
item of forest revenue.

Coondapoor Village.—Head-quarters of the Z3/«k of the same
name in South Kanara District, Madras, situated in 13° 38’ N. and 74°
42" E., to the south of a large estuary into which three rivers run.
Population (1901), 3,984. It was a port under the Bedniir kings, and
in the sixteenth century the Portuguese settled here and built a fort.
On a strong redoubt erected by Haidar now stand the office and resi-
dence of the divisional officer. Trade is at present principally carried
on from Gangoli, which lies on the north bank of the estuary and is
more favourably situated for shipping. On the sand-spit to the west of
the town lies a small fresh-water reservoir containing a variety of fish
P1 vor. x1. B
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locally known as the ‘flower-fish,” running up to three feet in length,
which were especially reserved for Tipii’s table during Mysore rule.

Coonoor Taluk.—Eastern /a/uf of the Nilgiri District, Madras,
lying between 11° 14” and 11° 33’ N. and 76° 39" and 77° Ii., and em-
bracing the old divisions of Paranginid and Mekanad. It forms the
Coonoor revenuc subdivision. The area is 238 square miles, and the
population in 1901 was 52,300, compared with 42,798 in 1891. The
land revenue demand amounted in 1903-4 to Rs. 59,000. It contains
the town of Coonoor (population, 8,525), the hcad-quarters, the can-
tonment at WELLINGTON, and 19 villages. QOutside these towns and the
small sanitarium of Koraciri the villages arc merely Badaga hamlets.
The picturesque Karteri falls, situated 6 miles south-west of Coonoor,
supply the electric power used at the cordite factory at Aravanghat
3 miles away. Lying to the east of Dodabetta, the fa/uk receives more
rain during the north-east monsoon than the rest of the District. The
chief coffee-planting areas are in the neighbourhood of (‘oonoor and
Kotagiri. On the extreme east and at Kotagiri arc extensive tea estates.
The taluk also embraces the slopes of the hills on the Coimbatore side,
in one of the villages among which are the Government gardens at
BARLIVAR.

Coonoor Town.—Town and sanitarium in the Za/ick of the same name
in the Nilgiri District, Madras, situated in 11° 21”7 N. and 76° 48’E.,
6,000 feet above the sea, at the south-east corner of the Nilgiri plateau,
and at the head of the principal pass from the plains.  Up this g&a/ runs
a road (21 miles in length) and a rack railway (162 miles) from MeT1U-
PALAIVAM in Coimbatore District.  ‘The town is 345 miles by rail from
Madras Clity, and 11 miles by road from Ootacamund. Population
(1901), 8,525. There were 5,207 Hindus (chiefly Paraiyans), 898
Muhammadans, and 2,327 Christians, including a fluctuating num-
ber of Kuropeans. The place was constituted a municipality in 1866,
and the municipal area is about 7 squarc miles. The income and
expenditure during the ten years ending 1902-3 averaged Rs. 48,600
and Rs. 47,000 respectively. In 19o3-4 they were Rs. 62,500 and
Rs. 60,000, the principal sources of receipts being fees from markets,
the taxes on houses and* lands, and a contribution from Government.
A water-supply scheme, estimated to cost Rs. 1,17,000, is being carried
out by the council.  Coonoor is the head-quarters of the divisional officer,
and also contains a stationary sub-magistrate’s court, a hospital, four
places of worship (one Roman Catholic, one Church of England, and
two of other denominations), many schools, a library, and shops and
hotels for the convenience of Europeans visiting it.  In the neighbour-
hood are several tea and coffee estates.

Coonoor is one of the principal sanitaria of the Presidency, and is
perhaps second only to Ootacamund in natural advantages. The town
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is built in one of the loveliest sites in India, on the sides of the basin
formed by the expansion of the Jakatala valley, at the mouth of a great
gorge, and surrounded by wooded hills. Tt possesses a cool and equable
climate, the mean annual temperature in the shade being 62°. In the
warmer months the thermometer ranges between 55° and 75°; in the
colder weather between 38° and 68°.  The annual rainfall averages 63
inches, distributed in normal years over nincty-one days. ‘The rate of
mortality is remarkably low, and no particular ailments can be said to
be characteristic of the place. The town is well kept, but owing to the
increase in the population the drainage is now in nced of improvement.
The Europcean settlement is on the upper part of the plateau, and the
native bazars in the valley below it. The place has about 20 miles of
excellent roads, and several beautiful drives, along the sides of which
grow hedges of roses, fuchsia, and heliotrope, and some of which com-
mand magnificent views of the precipitous sides of the deep valley up
which the g4a@# road climbs, the forests of its farther slopes, and a wide
expanse of the plains shimmering in the heat 6,000 feet below.

Coorg.—A small British Province in Southern India, a picturesque
highland country, situated to the west of the State of Mysore, on the
summits and slopes of the Western Ghats, and lying between 11° 567
and 12° 50" N. and 75° 22’ and 76° 12’ K. Its area, by revenue survey,
is 1,582 square miles. Its greatest length from north to south is 6o
miles, and its greatest breadth from east to west 40 miles. The shape
of the country on the map has been compared to that of an infant’s
knitted sock, the heel pointing north-west and the toe south-east.
A narrow arm, about 12 miles long by 6 wide, projects northwards into
Mysore. The platecu of Mercira is 3,809 fect above sea-level at the
fort, and may be said to extend as far as Somvirpet, 26 miles north,
with an average altitude of 3,500 feet, but slopes down to the Cauvery
on the east, and near Fraserpet descends to 2,720 feet. Coorg is bounded
on the north and east by the Hassan and Mysore Districts of Mysore ;
and on the south and west by the Malabar and South Kanara Districts
of Madras.

The correct form of the name is Kodagu, of which Coorg is an
anglicized corruption. It is said to be derived from a Kanarese word
kudu, meaning ‘steep’ or ‘hilly” The Coorg people are called Kodagas.
In the Coorg language the country is Kodavu and the people Kodavas.

Coorg proper, which occupies the whole area south of the Hatti or
Harangi river, is covered with forest, save where the clearing for a coffee
plantation or other cultivation, or the open glades
(bane) with their beautiful grcensward and varied l:tpy:i‘;:‘
foliage, lend a charming variety to the landscape. ’

In vain, however, would the eyc scarch for towns and villages, or
other indications of civilized life. Only here and there in nooks and
B2z
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corners, ensconced among groves or clusters of cultivated trees, and
betrayed by a wreath of smoke, can one discover the thatched houses
of the Coorgs, who love a secluded abode near their ficlds.  In gencral
the summits of the hills arc covered with coarse grass, the valleys with
evergreen forest, and the mountain-sides with woods in the hollows,
through which flow streams and rivulets. But the appearance of the
country varies considerably in different parts.  In the vicinity of
Somvarpet in the north the hills are gently rounded, alternating with
sloping glades interspersed with clumps of forest trees, resembling the
finest park scenery in Europe.  Near Mercira the hills are closer
together and more abrupt, and the ravines deeper and more wild.
Towards Fraserpet the country assumes the champaign character of
the Mysore plateau, with scattered solitary hills. Tn the direction of
Virarijendrapet, especially in Beppuniad and Kadyetnid, the country is
open, the woods are neither dense nor high, and beautiful grassy downs
rise from cxtensive rice valleys.  The castern frontier, between the
Cauvery and Lakshmantirtha rivers, presents an almost uninterrupted
jungle, deciduous in character.  West of this the forest is evergreen,
largely intermixed with bamboo, forming what is known as the Bamboo
district.

The main range of the Western Ghaits extends from Subrahmanya in
the north-west to the western point of the Brahmagiris in the south, or
for more than sixty miles. Trom this backbone scveral long and
elevated ridges run from west to cast. The grand mountain mass of
Subrahmanya or Pushpagiri rises to 5,626 feet above scalevel ; and
among the many ridges branching off from this part of the Ghats the
most remarkable is the one which attains its greatest height in the
double-peaked Kotebetta (5,375 feet), 9 miles north of Mercira.  Near
Mercira the Benguniid range starts west to the Ghats, forming an acute
angle with them. At this point is Brahmagiri, the source of the
Cauvery river, and north of it is the Sampaji valley through which
descends the road to Mangalore on the west coast.  Contthuing on the
line of the Ghats, which runs south-east from here, the most prominent
peaks arc the well-wooded Tumbemale, Iggutappa Devarabetta or
Iggutappakundu, Tadiandamol (5,729 feet), and Somamale. Somc
distance to the south is the Periambadi ¢4adt road to Cannanore and
Tellicherry on the west coast. In the extreme south-west lies the
Marenid range, with the great lateral ridge of the Brahmagiris, which
form the southern boundary of the country, separating it from the
Wynaad. The highest point in these is Davasibetta (4,500 feet), which
towers up from a beautiful platcau called Huyalemale. To the west
are conspicuous points called Hanuminbetta and Perumailemale.
Many spurs from the Brahmagiris branch off over the whole of Kiggat-
nad, producing a ramification of narrow ridged hills, some ascending
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in almost solitary grandeur, like Ambatebetta near Virardjendrapet,
Bittangala, Kundadabetta, Siddesvarabetta, and Maukalbetta, others
subsiding into the undulating slopes of the castern clevations, enclos-
ing innumerable rice-fields, some of which are the most extensive in
Coorg. 'The Bengunid range also extends castwards in two ridges
south of Mercira. One culminates in the pointed peak of Nurokkal-
betta, the other takes a zigzag line towards Fraserpet, its highest
point being Kallarbetta, clothed with teak forest.  From Kotebetta
northwards run the Santhalli hills, terminating in the bluff Mukribetta.
Irom the northern frontier a range runs south to the Cauvery, in
which are the fine conical peak of Malambi (4,488 feet) and the
Kanagalu hill.

The chief river of Coorg is the Cauvery, which rises at Tale-Kaveri
in Brahmagiri in the Western Ghits, It flows cast-by-south across the
country to Siddapur. Irom here it turns north-by-cast and forms
the castern frontier as far as Sirangal, where it diverges into Mysore.
Its important tributarics, the Hemavati and  Lakshmantirtha, drain
respectively the north and south of the country.  ‘The Hemavati forms
the extreme northern boundary between Coorg and Mysore, and runs
cast into the latter. The Lakshmantirtha rises in the Brahmagiri hills
on the southern frontier, and runs north-cast through Kiggatnad into
Mysore.  Within Coorg the Cauvery receives from the south the
Kakkabe from Tadiandamol, the Kadanurhole in Beppunid, and the
Kummchole in Yedenalknad ; from the north the Muttarmudi, which
collects the drainage south of the Mercara ridge, and the Chikkahole,
that of Horar-Nurokkalnad. North of Iraserpet it receives from the
west the Hatti or Harangi, into which fall the streams that drain the
north-west : namely, the Kakkchole from Somvarpet, the Choranhole
from Santhalli, and the Madapur and the Hattehole from Kotebetta,
The only important stream flowing to the west is the Barapole in the
south-west, which descends to Malabar.  Another, called the Sarat, is
said to form falls with a clear drop of 434 fect.  During the monsoon
months (June, July, and August) the rivers are generally in full flood,
and can be crossed only with the aid of ferry-boats.  After the monsoon
they fall rapidly, and during the hot scason are fordable on foot. "They
are not navigable, and are little used for irrigation, which is rendered
unnecessary by the copious rainfall and the muititude of small rivulets
rising in the wooded ravines.

There are no lakes, nor any tank of important size, but some tanks
exist in the Nanjarajpatna fafuk.  In Kiggatnad the strcams in certain
places form, during the rains, considcrable sheets of water called oZi.
In the hot scason these dry up, leaving only a few pools here and there.

‘The Coorg mountains consist of the metamorphic class of rocks:
gneiss, syenite, and mica schist. Near Mercara is found clay-slate or
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argillaceous schist of coarse variety. Amorphous limestone occurs at
Bollur near Fraserpet, sufficient for nearly all local building purposes.
Along with it are found nodules of magnesite. ILaterite appears
sporadically in almost all parts. Iron ore occurs widely in cylindrical
root-like lumps.  Attention has lately been directed to the handsome
purple norite, forming large hill masses in south-western Coorg, which
takes a fine polish, and would be valued as an ornamental stone. ‘The
Coorg rock is an unusual type, and if it werc within range of any
Luropcan port would before this have been distributed as widely as the
Peterhead granite.  The Periambadi g4d/ road winds through the hills
of this rock, leading down in a distance of about 35 miles to the port
of Cannanore, which would form a convenient centre for its distribution.
It is more due to local ignorance and want of enterprise than to any
intrinsic supcriority on the part of forcign stone that the latter now
replaces the indigenous varieties.

The flora of Coorg is typical of the prevailing vegetation throughout
the Western Ghats.  The all-pervading forest is distinguished by the
people as Male-kidu (evergreen mountain forest) and Kanave-kadu
(deciduous forest at the lower levels of the passes). Arborescent growth
at the highest elevation, 3,500 to considerably over 5,000 feet, is mostly
represented by Polvalthia coffeoides, Calophyllum tomentosum, Canarium
strictum, Vateria indica, Ochrocarpus longifolius, Mickelia Champaca,
and a host of others.  On the exposed summits of the mountains are
such plants as Anagallis arvensis, Anaphalis in scveral species, Ver-
nonia, Blumea, and Senecio, cach in many species.  Aunemone rivularis,
Ranunculus diffusus, Strobilanthes, and Exacum in scveral species skirt
the woods or sholas.  Grasses and sedges are represented by .drundi-
nella agrostoides, Coclachne pulchella, and numcrous others. A few
hardy ferns are found in the open: but in woods and on the banks
of streams are Alsophila latchrosa, Angiopteris evicta, Osmunda regalis,
Adiantum, . spidium, and Asplenium in many species, Lolypodium
ornatum,and many others. Pleris aquilina is often gregagious. Specics
affecting trees and rocks include Asplenium  planicanle, Botrvchium
virginicum, and others.  The club-moss (Lycopodinum phiegmaria) is
plentiful in the damp woods, on the outskirts of which orchids (Dendro-
bium, Acrides, Cymbidium, Lria, and others) also occur. Shrubby,
climbing, and herbaceous plants arc everywhere abundant— Barleria
Gibsoni, Memecylon cdule, Melastoma malabathricum, and many others.
The introduced Lantana Camara is spreading aggressively in many
parts.

Elephants range through all the wooded parts, but cspecially towards
the eastern frontier. They are not so numerous as formerly, when
periodical hunts were held. An inscription by the last Raja states that
from July, 1822, to April, 1824, he killed 233 and caught 181. They
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may now be killed only under licences granted by the Commissioner.
Since 1902 systematic arrangements have been made in the Forest
department for their capture. Bison frequent the densest forests and
highest hills, especially in Marenid and Hormalnad. Tigers, lcopards,
and bears are not uncommon, the last being found chiefly in the north-
west. The tiger-cat, black jungle-cat, and civet-cat are common, as
well as the loris. Otters are found on the banks of the Hatti and
other streams. The wild dog hunts in packs. Samébar, spotted deer,
and barking-decr are general in woods. Monkeys include the black
wanderoo, the grey Hanwman, and the brown, the last caught and
caten as a great delicacy. Onc of the largest birds is the hornbill.
Vultures, kites, and other birds of prey are common, and parrots,
pigeons of various kinds, and water-fowl abound. Pcafowl are sacred,
but jungle-cock feathers are much priced. Snakes are plentiful, the
cobra especially haunting the bamboo tracts. The venomous black
snake is found in dense forests.  Crocodiles occasionally appear in the
Cauvery near Ramaswami Kanave. The best fish in size and quality
is the lady-fish, or “plantain-fish’ as the Coorgs call it. Mahscer are
found in the Cauvery and other rivers: one was recently caught
weighing 104 Ib. Among other varieties are the black catish, the
black murl, the black dhok, and numerous little fishes in the paddy-
fields when flooded.  Insects arc innumerable.  The display of fireflies
just before the monsoon is a sight not to be forgotten. The coffee-
borer is a dreaded enemy of the planters.  Leeches are a source of
constant distress in the jungles, especially in the wet season.

The climate of Coorg is temperate and humid: but those who
accompaniced Tipii Sultan scem to have found it trying.  His historian
writes :—

€A description of the cold here makes the pen, before it begins to
write, stiff as if it were plunged into the frozen sea, and the tongue
of truth at describing the temperature is with fear and astonishment
congealed like ice, notwithstanding it is covered with the posten (fur
cloak) of the lips, what can it say thercforc? . . . "This, however, is the
description of the summer.  God protect us from the winter and rainy
seasons.’

The annual rainfall at Mercira during twenty-five years ending 1901
averaged 133 inches. The wettest month is July, with 42 inches ; then
June and August, with 29 inches cach.  September and October have
12 inches and 9 inches, May 6 inches, April and November 3 inches
each, The other months have less than one inch.

The temperature for the same period at Mercira was: in January,
mnean 67° diurnal range 21°; in May, 73° and 16°; in July, 66° and
7°; in November, 67° and 18°.

The Puranic account of Coorg is contained in the Kaveri Mahidtmya,
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which describes the origin of the river Cauvery (properly Kaveri) and
the country in which it rises. Kaveri derives her
name from the mwni Kavera, to whom she was
given as a daughter by Brahma'.  In order to bless her father and the
world, she resolved to become a river. But the sage Agastya saw her
and asked her to be his wife.  T'o this she consented on the condition
that she should be frec to go if he ever left her alone. One day he
went to bathe in the river Kanake, forgetful of the promise, and
Kaveri, left alone, plunged into his holy tank and flowed forth a
beautiful river. The disciples tried to stay her course, on which
she went underground. At Bhagandakshetra she appeared again 2 and
flowed on towards Valamburi. Agastya, on his return, dismayed at
what had happened, ran after her, begging for forgiveness, and imploring
her to return.  Loath either to change her mind or to grieve Agastya,
she divided herself, onc half flowing off as a river, the other half staying
with the sage.

The Coorgs, according to this Puring, are Ugras by descent, denot-
ing the offspring of a Kshattriya father by a Sudra wife.  The Kshattriya
was Chandravarma, the youngest son of Siddhartha, king of the Matsya
country.  Y¥rom his name and other coincidences he was probably
a Kadamba prince. ‘The Kadambas had as their capital Banavasi,
north-west of the Mysore State®  Matsya is the name of king Virdta’s
city in the Mahabharata, identificd with Hangal in Dharwar.  After
a pilgrimage to holy places in the south, Chandravarma came to
Brahmagiri (at the source of the river) and propitiated the goddess
Parvaty, who hestowed on him a kingdom there and provided him with
a Sudra wife, by whom he had eleven sons.  She also promised to
bless the country by appcaring in it as the river Kaveri.  The sons,
brought up as Kshattriyas, in their turn obtained as wives the hundred
daughters born of Sudra mothers to the king of Vidarbha (Berar).
Chandravarma, having crownced his cldest son Devakinta as his
successor, departed, predicting that Parvati would soon appear as the
river.  Each of the princes had more than & hundred sons, and they
spread themselves over the country, levelling and bringing it into culti-
vation to a distance all, round of five leagues.  Their tearing up of
the ground being like the work of wild boars, the country was called
the Kroda-desa or ‘boar country,” from which arose the name Kodagu.

Two days before the T'uld sankramana (the time of the sun’s enter-
ing the sign of Libra), Parvati appcared in a dream to king Devakinta,

! Ter original name was Lopamudrd, and she was brought up in the palace of
the king of Vidarbha (Berdr), whose daughter she was reputed to be.

* The Kaveri and Kanake, of which the former 1uns underground for some distance,
unite at Bhigamandala (Bhigandakshetra).

* Kadambas were ruling in Manjardbad to the north of Coorg, and in the Wynaad
to the south of it, in the eleventh century, as shown by inscriptions.

History.
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and directed him to assemble all his people at Valamburi. There
accordingly the whole tribe presented themsclves.  The river then
came rushing down the valley, and the assembled Coorgs bathed in the
fresh flood. 'The violence of the stream twisted the knots of the
women’s cloths round to their backs ; and the Coorg women wear them
in that fashion to this day, in remembrance (says the Purana) of the
first bathing of the Coorgs in the waters of the Cauvery at Valamburi.
Since that day the Coorgs assemble ecach year in the month of Tula
(October—November), to celebrate the great festival of their tribe in
honour of Kaveri.

Coming to historical times, we find from inscriptions that Coorg (as
well as Bayalnad or the Wynaad) in the ninth and tenth centuries was
included in the kingdom of the Gangas, whose capital was at Talakad
on the Cauvery in the south-east of Mysore, and who ruled over the
Mysore country from the sccond century to the eleventh .

Under them were the Changalvas or kings of Changa-nad, who later
called themselves kings of Nanjarayapatna or Nanjardjapatna. This
placce lies north of the Cauvery in Coorg, near the point where the
river becomes the common boundary of Coorg and Mysore, and still
gives its name to the northern 4@/uk of Coorg. The Changalvas first
appear in connexion with Panasoge or Hanasoge, south of the Cauvery
in the Yedatore #@/u/ in Mysore.  Their territory included the Hunsir
tdluk in Mysore, as well as the cast and part of the north of Coorg.
Their inscriptions have been found in both Yedavanad and Bettyetnad.
They werce originally Jains, and their priests claim exclusive authority
over the Jain temples from Hanasoge to Tale-Kaveri, which perhaps
indicate the limits « [ the kingdom cast and west.

The Ganga power was overthrown by the Cholas from the Tamil
country, who captured Talakad at the beginning of the cleventh century,
and claim to have conquered among others the Kudu (or Coorg)
country. The Changilvas now became feudatory to the Cholas, who,
in accordance with their usual policy, imposed upon them Chola
names. Nanni Changilva, with the prefix Rijendra Chola, secems to
have been an important king in the cleventh century.

North of the Changalvas were the Kongilvas, who during the
cleventh century ruled over the Arkalgud 2d/uk in Mysore and the
Yelusavira country in the north of Coorg, under the Cholas. 'They
also were Jains, and their kingdom may previously have becn called
Kongal-nad.

‘The Cholas were expelled from Mysore early in the twelfth century,

! The adjoining State of Punniita (vccupying the south-west of Mysore District),
whose capital was Kitthipura (now Kittiir on the Kabbani), can be traced back to the
fourth centwy B.C., and is mentioned by Ptolemy in the sccond century A.p. It was
subsequently absorbed into the Ganga kingdom.
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when Talakad was retaken by the Poysalas or Hoysalas, who had been
rising to power in Mysore since the Ganga kingdom came to an end.
I'heir capital was Dorasamudra (Halebid in Hassan District), but they
originally came from Sosevir, in the Western Ghats, identified with
Angadi in the Mudgerc /a/uk of Kadur District. They bore the title
of ‘champion among the Malapas’ or hill chiefs.  An inscription in
Coorg of 997 mentions four Malapas. But the former may have in-
cluded the Danayaks of Kote or Bettadakote on the Gopalswami hill
in the south of Mysore District, who claim at about this time to have
overrun a territory extending from Davasibetta (the southern point of
Coorg) in the south to Gou in the north, and from Satyamangalam (on
the Bhavani in Coimbatore) on the cast to the Bisale gAdf (the north-
west of Coorg) on the west. These limits evidently embrace Coorg.
But the power of these Danayaks soon came to an end, as well as that
of the Kongalvas.

Between the Hoysalas and the Changalvas, however, several fights
took place before the latter were subdued.  They claimed, equally with
the Hoysalas, to be Yadavas and of the Lunar race, and held out for
independence when their overlords the Cholas had been removed. By
1145 the Hoysala king Narasimha 1 had slain the Changalva ruler in
battle, and captured his clephants, horses, gold, and new jewcls.  After
this the Changalvas appear to have retired into Coorg, for in 1174
Rallala 11 sent his general Bettarasa against them in Palpare, a fort
whose ruins arc at Hatgatnad in Kiggatnad. The Changalva Mahi-
deva was crushed, and Bettarasa built a city there as his scat of
government.  But Changdlva Pemma-Virappa, joined by Bidaganda
Nandideva, Udeyaditya of Kurache, and others, ¢ the Kodagas of all the
nads, marched against Palparc and attacked Bettarasa, who scems to
have got the worst of it at first, but was finally victorious. This is the
carliest express mention of the Coorgs by name that has been met with
in inscriptions.  The subjection of the Changilvas after this scems
to have been complete, and in 1252 the Hoysala king Somesvara paid
them a visit at Ramandthpur (to the north of the Cauvery in the Arkal-
gud Za/uk). Their capital was then Srirangapatna (known as Kodagu
Srirangapatna), south of the Cauvery necar Siddapur. During this
period the Changalvas, like others of the old Jain rulers, had changed
their religion and adopted the new Lingayat creed established in the
twelfth century. ‘Their family deity now was Annadani Mallikarjuna
on the Brrrabrur Hwn (in the Hunsur Za/xk), which they called
Srigiri.

To the Hoysalas succeeded the Vijayanagar cmpire in the fourteenth
century, and the Changalvas passed under its supremacy. They were
among the southern principalities controlled by the viceroy at Seringa-
patam called the Sri Ranga Rayal. 1In the beginning of the sixteenth
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century Nanja Riji founded their new capital of NANJARAJAPATNA.
In 1589 Piriya Raja or Rudragana rcbuilt Singapatna and named it
after himself PiRivAPATNA, the Periapatam of the English histories.
After the power of Vijayanagar had been broken by the Muhammadans
in 1565, the authority of the viceroy began to decline. In 1607 he
endeavoured to anticipate events by confirming the Malalavadi country
(Hunsar fa/uk) to Rudragana, in order that the worship of the god
Annadani Mallikarjuna should not fail as long as the Nanjarajapatna
kings of the Changalva family continucd.  But in 1610 the viceroy had
to withdraw in favour of the Mysore Rija, who took possession of
Scringapatam and made it his capital.  And in 1644 Bettadpur and
Piriyapatna were captured by Mysore. The king Nanjunda Raja
had retired from the world ; but his son Vira Raja fell in the defence
of his capital, after putting to death his wives and children on seeing
that his situation was desperate, and the rule of the Changalvas was
at an end.

Firishta states that at the end of the sixteenth century Coorg proper
was governed by its own chicfs, called Naiks, who admitted the supre-
macy of Vijayanagar ; but they seem to have been often at feud with one
another.  According to tradition the country was divided into twelve
kombus and thirty-five xdds. The conquest of the Changilvas by
Mysore was not followed up by the acquisition of Coorg.  According
to the native history, the Mysore army advanced to Palparc and was
there defeated with great slaughter.  But as the event is placed in
a reign some thirty years later, the statement seems uncntitled to
credit. Mysore had enough to do elsewhere to defend itsclf against
Sivappa Naik of Bednir, who was overrunning all the west, and in 1646
even laid siege to Seringapatam, ostensibly for the purpose of restoring
the authority of the fugitive Vijayanagar king who had taken refuge
with him.  The way thus lay open for occupation by some one of the
late Changalva territory in Coorg.

This was cffected by a prince of the Ikkeri or Bedniir family, who
scttled at Haleri, north of Mercidra, in the garb of a Jangama or Lin-
gayat priest, and ended by bringing the whole country under his
authority!. His descendants continued as Rajas of Coorg till 1834.
Their history to 1807 is contained in the Rajendraname, compiled in
Kanarese under the orders of Vira Rijendra, the most distinguished of
the line, and translated for him into English by Lieutcnant Aber-
cromby in 1808 at Mangalore. But the earlier dates, for some political
reasons, have been distorted.

Muddu Raja removed the capital to Madikeri or Mercara, where he
built the fort and palace in 1681. Of his three sons, Dodda Virappa,
the eldest, succeeded him at Mercara, while Appaji Raja and Nanda

! It is not unlikely that he was in some way related to the Changalvas.
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Raja, the second and third, scttled at Haleri and Horamale. When in
16go Mysore under Chikka Deva Raja invaded the Belar territory,
which included Manjarabad, Dodda Virappa scized the Yelusivira
country for Coorg. Hce was allowed to keep this on paying half the
revenue to Mysore, whence it came to be called Itterige, or ‘paying
tax to two parties.” He also, by assisting the Chirakkal Raja against
Somasekhara Naik of Bednir, gained the district of Amara Sulya on
the north-west. He dicd in 1736, at the age of seventy-eight.  His only
son had lain in prison for twelve years until his death in 1729, But
Chikka Virappa, the son of the latter, who was imprisoned with him,
had been appointed to succeed to the throne, and was now placed on
it. During his reign Haidar Ali rose to power in Mysore, and, after his
conquest in 1763 of Bednur and its territories, considered himself the
licge lord of Coorg.  But he first claimed Yelusavira, and then granted
Uchingi to Coorg in consideration of a payment of 3 lakhs of pagodas.
There being no heir to Chikka Virappa the suceession passed to the
two other branches, and Muddu Raja and Muddaiya, representing the
Haleri and Horamale branches, ruled together in harmony. Haidar,
having held back from his promised cession of Uchingi, was forced to
give up Panje and Bellare instead.  ‘The joint kings dicd in the same
year, 1770.  Muddu Raja left a son .\ppaji, whom his father’s brother
Linga Raja wished to place on the throne, but Muddaiya’s son Mallaya
put forward his own son Devappa Raji, who was accepted.  On this,
Linga Raja lled to Haidar for help, taking with him his son Vira Raja
and his nephew Appaji. Haidar was too much occupied in opposing
the Marathis to do anything immediately.  But on their retircment,
Linga Raja was sent with an army, and being joined by many Coorgs,
marched without opposition to Mercira, the capital ' Devappa Raja
sought refuge with the Chirakkal Raja of Kote, but meeting with a poor
reception, fled north in disguise, with only four attendants. He was
captured at Harihar and sent to Scringapatam, where his family already
lay in prison, and was put to death together with them. This was the
end of the Horamale branch. Haidar now offered Coorg to Linga
Raja on condition of paying tribute, and allowed him to occupy a part
of the Wynaad, at the same time depriving him of Amara Sulya, Panje,
Bellare, and Yclusavira. On Linga Raji’s death in 1780, Haidar
assumed entire possession of Coorg, under pretence of being guardian
to his sons until they should come of age. Meanwhile they were to
reside at the fort of Gortir, on the Cauvery, in the Arkalgad Zaluk of
Hassan District of Mysore. A former Brahman treasurer of the Coorg

! Wilks’s account is that, in order to open a direct route to Malabar, Haidar
suddenly invaded Coorg, and offered a reward of 5 rupces for each head brought
before him. After about seven hundred had been paid for, he was struck with the
handsome features and relented, ordering the decapitation to cease.
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Riji was appointed governor, and a Musalmin garrison held the
Mercira fort.

The Coorgs were greatly incensed at the abduction of their princes
from the country, and at Brahmins lording it over them. They there-
fore broke into rebellion in June, 1782, and drove out the Musalmans.
Haidar was engaged in war with the British in the Carnatic, and his
death soon after prevented immediate retribution ; but Tipi Sultin, his
son, was fully determined on the reconquest of Coorg. He removed
the family of the Coorg Rijias to Piriydpatna, and when he had retaken
Nagar, and reduced Mangalore in 1784, marched through Coorg to
Seringapatam. After denouncing the Coorgs as guilty of polyandry, and
for their rebellions, he said he would forgive them this once, but if
they rebelled again he vowed that he would honour cvery man with
Islam and banish them from their country.  Scarcely had he left, when
they again took up arms in 1785 and repossessed themselves of their
native hills. A force sent to put them down was driven back, on which
Tipi himself marched into Coorg with an army.  Having allured most
of the Coorgs to meet him at Tale-Kaveri, under pretence of peaceable
intentions and conciliatory measures, he suddenly secized them, and,
hunting out their familics, drove them, altogether about 70,000 souls,
like a herd of cattle to Seringapatam, where all the males were forcibly
circumeised.  Coorg itself was partitioned among Musalman landlords,
to whom the slaves of the country were made over, and additional
labour provided from Adoni in Bellary District.  The only condition
laid on the new owners was that they were to search out and slay all
such C‘oorgs as might have cscaped his vengeance, as he was resolved
on their extermination. The country was held by garrisons in four forts,
at Mercara (Jafarabad), Fraserpet (Kushalnagar), Bhiagamandala, and
Beppunad ; and on account of the accessions he had made to the
faith, Tipi now assumed the title of Badshah.

Such was the state of affairs when in December, 1788, Vira Raja
or Vira Rajendra Wodcyar, accompanicd by his wife and his two
brothers Iinga Raja and Appdji, effected his escape from Piriyapatna,
after a confinement of six years. The Coorgs rallied round him, and
before long he had possessed himself of the whole country ; the large
force sent against him by Tipu being diverted to the western coast
owing to a revolt of the Malayilam Rajis. The British, foreseeing
the strategical value of Coorg in the impending struggle with Tipd,
now entered into treaty with Vira Raji, who was sorely in need of
a powerful ally. Tipt in vain strove to entice him back. Vira Raja
assisted the Bombay army on its march to Seringapatam with supplies,
procured by wholesale plunder of the neighbouring territories. On
the night in February, 1792, when Lord Cornwallis drove Tipi back
into Seringapatam and the British occupied the island, 5,000 Coorgs
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who had heen carried away by Tipa with their wives and children,
altogether some 12,000 souls, made their escape in the confusion and
regained their native country. Tipi was forced to agree to the terms
offered by the British, one of which was the surrender of half his
dominions adjacent to the Company’s possessions. Coorg was in
danger of being sacrificed, but the Governor-General demanded its
cession also, in order to save Vira Raja from Tipa's vengeance. So
enraged was Tipi at this, that he was about to break off the treaty,
saying-—To which of the Tnglish possessions is Coorg adjacent? Why
do they not ask for the key of Seringapatam?’  But he was forced to
give way, and Coorg remaincd a firm friend of the British. On the
spot where the Rija had first met the British commander, General
Abcrcromby, he founded Virarajendrapet, now the sccond place in
Coorg. Tipa made more than one futile attempt to get him assassi-
nated. In 1796, having no son, he married a second time. In the
final war with Tipi the Rdja again rendered cffectual aid in supplies
and transport to the Bombay army. He was witness of the British
defeat of Lipt at Siddesvara, and his own forces laid waste the enemy’s
possessions around Coorg in the Tulu and Mysore countries.  On the
fall of Seringapatam in 1799 he received some of the trophies, but was
disappointed in not being allowed to retain the Piriyipatna country.
He obtained, however, Panje and Bellare in Scuth Kanara, Though
he had daughters by his second marriage he still had no son.  In 1807
his wife died, and his hopes of an heir were cxtinguished.  His mind
was unhinged, and he became subject to paroxysms of sanguinary rage,
in which he ordered executions and massacres for which he was filled
with remorse when he recovered.  He had surrounded himself with an
African body-guard, who were ready exccutioners, and eunuchs from
Mysore had charge of the female apartments. But the guards of the
palace and the military officers were Coorgs. These, no longer able to
bear the yoke, conspired to put him to death. But having got warning
of it at the last moment, he with great presence of mind, a$ Haidar had
done on a similar occasion, placed the bolster in the bed covered
with a blanket and got out of the way. The conspirators rushed in and
cut at what they mistook for the sleeping Raja, and were paralysed to
find he had cscaped. He at once summoned his African Sidis, and
shutting the fort gates, entrapped three hundred Coorgs, who were
massacred to a man, the Raja himself shooting down twenty-five from a
window. He was now in fear that he might lose the good opinion of
the British. He wrotc to the (Governor-General informing him of the
death of his Rani, and of his desire to have the succession to the
throne settled on his four daughters or their malc issue, in order of
their seniority ; but an answer was long in coming. Feeling that his
end was approaching, and maddened with concern for the safety of his
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daughters if he should die, he sent executioners to put his two brothers
to death; but coming to himself again, he dispatched messengers to
countermand the order. They werc too late