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FOREWORD

The brochure published below embodies the texts of two
research lectures on Kannada Giammar delivered by Pandit
St1 Mahadeva Sastri Prabhakara Sastri Pujar tetired Pandit
of the Training College for Men, Dharwar, under the auspices
of the Kannada Research Institute. The author is an erudite
scholar in Kannada Language and Literature and being one of
the brilliant products of traditional learning both in Sanskrit
and Kannada preserves the correct scientific ( Sastraic )
interpretation of the Siutras of K&siraja and Bhattaka]anka
Sri Pujar applies his critical acumen to the Sitras of
the Sabdamanidarpana and Sabdinusisana to cxtract the
true import of the grammatical structure of " Kannada
on the basis of the old - usage. Among the several
topics discussed in the lectures, the following call for special

attention :—

(1) Kannada phonetics and phonology. The author
discusses the function and history of the two special
alphabets R ( ® ) and T, ( @) and notices that by the
time of K&siraja (1300 A. D.), they had lost their special
character and had become confounded with the ordinary r (O)
and ] (¥) to such an extent that K&irija who was a great
advocate of puritanism in Kannada and strove bard to maintain
purisms, himself unconsciously allowed the recurrence of these
two letters &0 and ©-% in yamaka and anuprisa.

(2) The lecturer has rightly emplasised on the need of a
Manual on the phonetics of Kannada sounds in which the
imported sounds such as f, z etc. should find a place
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(3) The grammatical explanation of the common-place
word ‘allade’ found in the l<,‘abdamaniclarpana, S. 64, has been
a subject ¢f long discussion in which the auther’s learning and
grasp of the topic are exhibited. The critical symposium on the
ban against hard cuphony, embodied in the two Siitras of
Sabdamanidarpana, sg and Go is indeed an original
contribution to the subject.  The euphony of harsh sounds
in conjunct letters with répha, was permissible both in
Sanskrit and Kannada, but slowly this was extended to other
cases also as in bandu dvirakege etc

The author refers to the loose use of the word linga by
Kesiraja, which stands both for the nominal stem (Pratipadika)
and the gender. Such promiscuous use of technical terms and
expressions in the Sabdamanidarpana detracts the value of the
work as a scientific treatise on grammar. This deficiency in
Kasirja has been pointed out by the lecturer in the course o

his discussion (Vide p. 14, 15, 21, 35, 36, 38 etc.).

The most important part in the lectures is the explanation
of the term Gamaka Samisa current in Kannada Grammar
which is apparently borrowed from the expression found in
Sanskrit literature Sipekshtve'pi  Gamakatvat — Samasah.
Though according to the Siitra Samarthah Pada-vidhih,
compounds ate allowed only of words which are nirikimksha or
nirapeksha and not Sikimksha. In the examples like
Dévadattasya Gurukulam, the compound Guru-Kulam is not
sanctioned by the above Sittras as guru is sigpgksha with
Devadatta. But this is allewed on the ground that :uch usages

are found in the works of eminent poets like Kalidzsa.
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Akara-sadrisa-prajnah prajnaya sadrisigamah
— Raghu, I,

This was not called Gamaka-Samasa in Sanskrit whereas in
Kannada, which borrowed the same idealogy in justifying the
compounds of the above type, is coined a special name
Gamaka-samisa.

The incongruity in the interpretation of the opening verse
Sri Ramanati etc.,, in the Jagannathavijaya of Rudrabhatta
by Bhattiakala ka, author of the Sabdjnusisana has
led the lecturer to refute him and to offer a correct
meaning of the verse on a strict grammatical plane.
While disscussing the compourds in Kannada, the author has
correctly pointed out the redundancy of the Bahuvrihi as a
separate compound in Kannada as its function is fully performed
by the addition of the taddhita terminations to the Karmadhjraya
compounds. What are usually explained as bahuvrihi are
really the tadhitanta Karmadhiiraya compounds in Kannada.

The lecturer suggests the addition of one more compound
to the list of compounds in Kannada Viz. Comparison-
compounds with anfe, vol. etc., as with jva in Sanskrit cf
eg. Vag-arthav-iva sampriktau ( Raghu, I, i ). The expression
Raman-ante is a compound word and does not admit of a
change in the order of the werds Rama and ante, into ante and
Rima ®

The last portion of the lecture is devoted to the
consideration of the Active and Passive voices in Kannada.
After answering the latest objections against the admission of
the Passive voice, the learned lecturer concludes that the

Kannada language has adoptcd the Passive voice of Sansktit
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along with the order of words in sentences, as in Riamaninda
Ravananu kollalpattanu which is a literal Kannada rendering
of the Sanskrit sentence Riména Rivanah hatah. Further,
it is pointed out that there are traces of the use of Passive

voice in the Sabdamanidarpaua, eg., pelal-padegum etc.

It may not be out of place to call attention to the excellent
gloss on the fourth chapter of the Sabdinusisana prepared by
the author at the request of the Karnatak Vidyivardhaka
Sangha, Dharwar, in place of the tika of the late
Qi Kundalagiri Kcharya which had been lost and untraceable.

Pandit Sri M. P. Pujar has given here, a scientific treatment
of some of the important Siitras of Kesirija with a comparative
study of the Sabdiinusiisana of Bhattikalanka. His
discussions bristle with scholarship, breadth of vision and the
grasp of the spirit of Kannada linguistics. For this solid
contribution to the grammatical dessertation on Kannada, he

deserves the best thanks of the students of Kannada grammar.

Kannada Research

R. S. Panchamukhi

Vidyaratna, Director of Kannada Research.

Institute, Dharwar
27th August, 52.
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