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Dear Reader :

Namaste |

You have no doubt heard of Gandhian
Economics, Deendayalji's ‘Integral Huma-
nism'’, Schumacher's ‘Small is Beautiful’ and
Toffler's ‘The Third Wave'. The quintessence
of all these philosophies (i.e. wisdoms) is
carried here in capsule form in Dr. J.W.
Spellman’s ‘Bevelopment is possible only
through indigenous resources”. You will love
reading it.

Some time back Shii M.V. Desai, veteran
journalist, had done a study of the news
value of our Press, Radio and TV, for the
Editors Guild of India. He notes, among
other things, that the smallest politician gets
more attention than the biggest scientist, that
the Press is as obsessed with New Delhi as
AR and TV, that it isamedia by the elite
and for the elite. Here we publish this valuable
study for the wider public.

our series of on-the-spot studies of
models of rural development, we carry this
month an account of the Institute of Enginee-
ring and Rural Technology, Allahabad. Here
is an unusual educational institution which
not only produces for the market, it ploughs
its profits into rural development in the
surrounding area

In our February issue we carried the
summary proceedings @f National Thinkers
Meet in New Delhi. This month we carry
the summary proceedings of a similar meet in
Bangalore. Read together, they give a good
idea of the national dilema—and the ways
of resolving in

Also in this issue Nanaii gives an outline
of the ‘Bal Jagat' scheme of a Children’s
Garden Palace in Nagpur. If you have any
suggestions, please hasten to make them.

Brotherly yours
o




Bal Jagat or Bal Bagh Mahal

that is

Children’s Garden Palace

By : Nana Deshmukh

“Trailing clouds of glory do we come
““From God who is our home;
“Heaven lies about us in our infancy-”

—Wordsworth

ALL MANKIND loves its children
dearly. In India, the child, if anything,
is loved even more fondly. Childless
King Dilip set a new high in child-love
when he sighed for the day when his
child will crawl up to his knee and sweet-
ly soil his royal robe. However, the
child needs more than affection; he needs
careful attention, wise counsel and
necessary facilities for his full all-round
development

Maria Montessori evolved the Kinder
Garten (Children’s Garden/Bal Mandir)
where the yoang child learnt things
through play. More recently, Japan has
developed Children’s Parks; China has
built up Children’s Palaces. In India,
even so-called Montessori schools for
3-and-4-year-olds have more books than
games to learn with. It is, therefore, of
the utmost importance that a model
‘Bal Jagat’, or Bal Mahal, suited to
Indian conditions, is developed, for repli=
cation all over the country. The Deen-
dayal Research Institute is happy to
ainouncea plan for precisely such a
Centre

Nagpur is the geographical, communi-

cational and cultural centre of

And here the Scientific Housing Socielf
Lakshminagar, has made a 3

gular plot available to DRI for
purpose. Distinguished architects,
neers, educationists and aesthetes
already working on plans and models§
whose outlines are given below  for youll
kind consideration.

The Bal Mahal will be literally’#
Garden Palace for children, with a st
Mandapams—set il
sylvan surroundings, and held togelh
by a meandering mumuring brook. 1t il

scenario in which the perceplil§

of Pavilions—or

“Finds tongues. in_trees, books il

ful

a regular Gymnasium,

Wrestling and Boxing, Fencing
Karate, Skating, Swimming and Sail
and, of course, our good old Hatha-Yd
Asanas.

The Arts Pavilion (Kala Mandapifl
will have sub-pavilions for Music d
Dancing, Painting and Sculpture.

The Sangeet Mandapam will
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Here is a plan to produce a
Heady, Hearty, Holistic Man . . .

imangements for teaching vocal and
ifstrumental music, both classical and
oIk, There will be a library of taped
usic in all these genre.

The Nritya Mandapam will likewise
ovide for the teaching of Kathak,
Bbarat Natyam and Folk Dances. It will
e a film library of Masters of Dance
fike Rukmini Devi and Uday Shankar.

Chitra Kala Mandapam will instruct
ildren in the art of painting. It will
fa s inspiration not only from Ajanta
fid temple art but also from world
fliiters like Michacl Angelo and
feonardo da Vinci.

The Shilpi Shastra Mandapam will
ifiin children in the art of sculpture,
ith models from Ellora and Madurai,
jindhara and Greece

fThe Science Pavilion (Vigyan Man-
fipam) will be literally a- Wonder World
fichildren. 1t will have a Science
MiSeum, complete with microscopes and
felescope, appliances and  contrap-
 There will be  models demonstra-
the change of seasons, the eclipse of
heavenly bodies nd the eternal
of day and night. These instruments
@idppliances will introduce the child
{e world both, of microcasm and
It will also be a virtual

of man, showing
lous bodily functions.

flie Educational Pavilion (Gyan
lidapam) will have an Auditorium,

showing the best children’s films from
all over the world. It will also screen
great documentaries, astronomical foot-
ageand feature films of great signifi-
cance like “Ape and Super Ape”. There
will be a library of albums of films,
music, art, stamps. And, there will be a
library of exclusively Children’s Books.

There will be a huge globe—and
relief maps of India and of major cities
of India......a closed circuit TV..... and
crafts to learn.

There will be dolls to sce—and  toys
to play with. And there will bea Laugh-
ter Room (Hansi-ka-Phuwara), ~ complete
with funny mirrors, slippery slopes and
Bhool-Bhulaiya.

Child Life Members will plant a tree
each. There will be pets—deer, peacock
etc.—to fondle...a bank to save their
money in..a_cafetaria  to
themselves.

refresh

The whole complex will be dominat-
ed bya circular pyramidal mound, pr
sided over by Shiv Shankar Bholenath.
Under this ‘hill’ will be acavernous pool,
combining beauty with mystery

Here will be Information and Educa-
tion, Knowledge and Wisdom, Vision
and Entertainment, all.in the service of
the total development of thé child into
Complete Man, Man with a capital M.
Such a hearty, heady, holistic man will
not ‘only be the pride of his family and
an asset to the country, he will be a Noble
Man (Arya Putra) a Citizen of the World.
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Suggestions are welcome :
and sooner, the better!

The child has infinite capacity for deve-
lopment.

“ Around the child bend all the three
“Syeet Graces ; Faith, Hope, Charity.”

And Bal Mahal will maximise this
development. It will fire the children’s
heighten their
cultivate their sensibilities and belp flower

their genius.

Bagh Mahal will be open 3 PM-7 PM,
every day, throughout the year. It will be

classes and
There il
Annuil

open to girls and boys, of all
communities, age 3-12 years
be day-visitors—and  Monthly,
and Life Members.

The whole project is expected 0 cof
Rs. 50 lakhs to build—and anolhés
Rs. 5,00,000 a year to run.

Since this is a pioneering effort if
Child Development in India, we ol
welcome suggestions on all aspects of i
Bal Mahal Project. And sooner, (i
better !

Intimations of Immortality

Of the eternal Silence :
To perish never :

Nor Man nor Boy,
Nor all that is at enmity with joy.
Can utterly abolish or destroy !

Though inland far we be,

Which brought us hither,
Can in a moment travel thither,

From Wordsworth’s
)de on the Int

Hence in a season of calm weather,

OUR NOISY YEARS seem moments in the being
truths that wake,

Which neither listlessness, nor mad endeavour,

Our souls have sight of that immortal sea

And see the children sport upon the shore,
"And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore.

ns of Immortality’

N




April, 1981

elcome :
e better!

all classes and
rs. There will
onthly, Annual

pected 10 cost
j—and another

ering effort in
ndia, we would
Il aspects of the:
d sooner, the

National Thinkers Meet/Bangalore

April 11-12

(Summary of Proceedings)

A NATIONAL THINKERS CONFE-
RENCE was held in New Delhi on Jan.
I1-12, 1987 (vide “Manthan”, February,
1987). A similar conference was held in
Bangalore on April 11-12 by the Rash-
liotthana Parishat, a leading literary and
Giltural organisation of the South.

It was inaugurated by Shri K.R.
Sudarshan, RSS  Baudhic Pramukh, and
oncluded by Shri H.V. Seshadri, RSS
General Secretary.

The Meet was attended, among
Bilers, by Sarvashri P. Paramesvaran,
Director,  Bharatiya Vichar Kendra,
Kerala, Venkatesh Rao, editor ‘Andhra
fibha’, Ramaswamy, ~editor ‘Utthan’,
EPanduranga  Rao, Cultural Editor

' Rama Gopalan, Secretary,

fllindy Munani, Dr. K. Subrahmanyam,
icipal, Vivekananda College, Madurai,
Upendra ~ Shenoy, Shimoga, B.
iishiv Rao, Warangal, M.B. Gopal

Biina, retired Deputy Collector, Kerala.

Nimportant RSS leaders of the South,

hi Yadav Rao Joshi, Surya

fjantao, R. Hari, Shanmughanandam
graced the conference.

IMaharashtra, which had not been
et attend the New Delhi Meet in
iy, now sent Sarvashri Bhishikar,

, Nene, Jog, writers, and Seshadri

iy youth leader. Dr. Sujit Dhar,
llita, Prof. M.M. Joshi, Allahabad,
KR, Malkani, Delhi, also attended

Dr. Sujit Dhar invited everybody to
introduce himself at some length. That
done, he requested Shri Sudarshan to in-
augurate the conference.

K R. SUDARSHAN : The many chal-
lenges facing India, had put Hindu society
on the horns of a dilemma. We were
told that if we were to catch up’ with the
West in Science and Industry, we our-
selves had to go Western. But ' India’s
greatest minds, Dayananda and Vive-
kananda, Aurbindo and Tagore, Gandhi
and RSS, had rejected these assumptios.
However, after Independence, power had
gone into the hands of men who went
counter to the Indian spirit and dubbed
the heritage of the leaders of the Indian
renaissance as ‘reactionary’ and ‘obscuran-
tist.” These people could decide on neither
the name of the country—nor on the
national anthem. ‘And so they talked of
‘India that is Bharat’, and opted for a
national ‘anthem’ and a national ‘song’.
They likewise argued over Hindi and
Hindustani, only to continue English. For
these people, Baber is ‘history’,and  Sri
Rama is ‘myth’. And so our problems
have grown worse since Independence.
Government dances to foreign tunes.
Now and then it talks of a “foreign
hand”, but it never identifies or crushes
that hand. It is all confusion worse
confounded missionaries
indulging in anti-national activities, are
expelled—only to be invited back !

Foreign

1t is in this situation that we are meet-
ing here today. Let thinkers and writers
like you give a clear lead to the country,
ven as Sri Krishna gave the correct lead
to a bewildered Arjuna.
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Geo-political, geo-economic,
geo-cultural & geo-technical crisis

OPENING THE DISCUSSION on
“External Challenges to National Unity
and the Response of the Hindu Mind’,
PROF. M.M. JOSHI said :

India today is facing a multi-dimensio-
nal crisis—geopolitical, geo-economic and
geo-cultural. China and Pakistan are hos-
ile neighbours, and they have both gone
nuclear. USA is helping Pakistan to desta-
bilise India in Kashmir, Punjab and else-
where. The repeated recrudescence of
violence in Gujarat may have the same
roots. There is a sinister plan to carve a
<Greater Nepal’ out of the hill areas of
UP. It is significant that this movement is
led by the brother-in-law of the Nepal am-
bassador in USA. The Gorkhaland demand
springs from the same side. With a thaw
in Sino-Soviet relations, China has mov-
ed more troops against India in Tibet.
The so-called Bahujana Samaj Party,
aggressively dividing Hindu society into
“Backwards” and Forwards”, is also a
mysterious organisation with mysterious
funds. Demands are going up for sepa-
rate states of Braj, Bhojpur, Avadh,

Bundelkhand, in place of U.P.

At the geo-economic level, multi-
national corporations are looting us. And
inthe name of ‘liberalisation’, GOLis
allowing and encouraging this loot. Basic
economic policies are being decided for
us by IMF and World Bank

These people who have come to teach
us science, after destroying our science
and industry, do not know ' that the
Indian steel industry had 90,000 steel
workers when East India Company arriv-

Manthan

ed on the scene (Lynn White Jr. : “Hisy
tory of Technology in Mediaeval Ages’):
The bricks used in Mohen-jo-daro, Hara:
ppa, Kalibangan, Mathura, 2000-5000
years ago, had the same shape, size and
strength. Such was our scientific and
industrial  standardisation.  Wester
military experts claim that the stirrup
was invented less then a 1000 years agos
but a Sanchi stupa fresco shows both, &
saddle anda stirrup, more than 2000
year ago | We have to counter this ouf
multi-lateral exploitation on all these
fronts.

V.PANDURANGA RAO : India has
to fit itself in the world context. Ouf
past is great ; but it is not enough. W&
have to re-interpret it—and make it relS
vant to modern times. Hinduism vill
have to be tested and proved in the labos
ratory of modern times. Above all Wl
must develop the new idiom, to be abl
to communicate meaningfully  even Vil
our own younger generation.

M.G. VAIDYA: Iam afraid Profy
Joshi has painted a very dismal picturedl
our situation, As if the whole world i
our enemy ! Lsay, if Pakistan can b8
friend both, USA and USSR, why canll
we manage our adverse circumstances {8
our advantage ?

DR. UPENDRA™ SHENOY : The

a fourth threat to India : it is the
scientific and _technological exploitatid
of India.

MALKANI : We don’t have
be overwhelmed by the various chall

April, 1987
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QB Whether it is Islam  or Christianity,
nd capitalism or communism, they
e challenges to several countries each,
1o cach other, and even within them-
pselies. Many of us are afraid of Islam ;
bt Muslims in turn are afraid that we
Will do a Spain to them. Let us not for-
(et that Arabs entered Spain in the same
¥eai—712—as Sindh. But, cight centuries
iter, they were thrown out of Spain. The
jiliclear threat and the economic exploita-
on are there. But nothing prevents us

flie guts, we could write off our unfair
joteign debts, even as USA had never
B0iid back its huge railway loans from
I Communism ceased to be a
orld threat, the day Russia decided to
fifiport wheat from USA, thus ad-
flilted the failure of its system to deliver
the goods.

Our biggest and, indeed, only prob-
i our own divisions and ~confusions,
dice we foster a national consensus, and
Bige the national will, Tndia will be-

into the First World.

frithis, we have to decide national

i We have to have a National

im. And we have to articulate it in

iom that our people - will under-

b appreciate and accept with all
heart and mind.

JOPENING THE DISCUSSION on
dhiernal Challenges to National
and the Response of the Hindu
10, SHRIB.N. JOG  of ‘Hindu Ek
IMaharashira, said :
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It is true that in 712, when the Arabs
invaded Sindh, they also invaded Spain.
But the parallel ends there. In 1498,
Wwhen Ferdinand ordered Arabs out of
Spain, our Zamorin (Samundri) of
Calicut invited the Portuguese in ! India’s
second enslavement began !

Recently  Congress  celebrated  its
centenary. It was a centenary of commu-
nal politics. In 1887, Badruddin Tyabji
was elected Congress President. But other
Muslim leaders——Sir Syed Ahmed,
Nawab Salar Jung and the Newab of
Dacea——not only kept away; they asked
Tyabji to leave the Congress. And Tyabji
duly asked the Congress to wind itself up
—atleast for five years! ——to provent
Hipdus and Muslims from drifting apart!

In 1909, Muslims were given assembly
seats out of proportion to their numbers,
Even the soft-spoken Gokhale was cons.
trained to protest in his address fo
Fergusson College, Pune, that the commu-
nity which had no affection for the
country, was being favoured, at the cost
of Hindus, who had nothing but affection
for the country.

Ir the Lucknow Pact, Tilak conceded
even more seats to Muslims, in hopes
of weaning them away from the British,

Gandhiji went even further.
an ideological basis to, and - justification
for, what had been only a pragmatic
consideration till then. However, at ~ the
end of it all, we not only siffered
Pakistan, we also have forty Indian djs-
tricts dominated by Muslims!

He gave’

Govern-

Let’s note wallow in the third World,
but make our way into the First World
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We first disintegrate society
and then have an Integration Council

ments has yielded to" extremists on the
Shah Bano case. Will ‘they now amend
the Constitution to get round the latest
Supreme Court judgement in Sairabanu
case, on the Muslim women’s right to
maintenance in the event of bigamy?

The Hindu does not like_ the look of
all these things. He wants to assert him-
“elf, ané to come into hisown. The
“olution lies not in_appeasement, but in
Reason. As Deendayalii rightly pointed
out, we must liberate Pakistan.

P. RAMACHANDRAN : The Hindu
is lacking in self-confidence. Outside of
RSS ranks, a positive, Hindu conscious:
ness is rare, The pre-1947 Congress did
only half the job in reviving Tndia. RSS
has. to complete. the incomplete task of
restoring our country to greatness

RAM GOPALAN: New winds are
blowing in Tamil Nadu. When we organi-
sed Hindu Munani six years ago, many
wondered if we could cut any ice ina
Mato poisoned by false history about
North-South, Aryan-Dravidian, Hind-

But we followed the dictum of

“Tell it to the public”, and

today there is great spontaneous response.

We observed last August 14—the day

of Partition—as ‘Holocaust Day’. Lakhs

attended our programmes all over the

State, Here we called for *Akhand Vishal

Bharat'. I think India should be declared
2 “Hindu Country'—not Hindu State

BHISHIKAR: Hindu leaders talk of
bumanity, not of Hinduism. Our Sans-

Kars are individual and cosmic; neyer
national. We are tolerant to a fault.

VENKATARANGAN:  Aryan-Dra:
vidian and other imperialisttheories are
taught in school and college all ovet
Tamil Nadu, as if they are gospel truth!
These myths must be exploded. Itis no
use first disintegrating society with these
lies, and then forming a National Integras
tion Council.

Too many Hindus in Tamil Nadu are
poor. Muslims and  Christians  afg
comparatively better, off. Missionaries
get tons of foreign money. Muslims make
money out of money-lending, smuggling
and Gulf jobs. More and more churches
and mosques are coming up. Their weal(h
and power tend to attract the pooF
Hindus—particularly the fishermen—(o
their ranks. The entire coastal strip from
Kanyakumari to Rameshwaram is nom
Hindu today.

While Muslim and Christian schools
and colleges have special rights, Hindi
institutions are made to run under Privaie
Schools Act and Private Colleges  Ady
with no special facilities, but muh
government interference.  All these lattet
must be allowed to function as Hindd
institutions, with the same rights and
obligations as Christian and  Muslin
Institutions.

R.HARI: Caste is going out of
society, only to re-emerge With a vens
geance in politics. The Ezhavas of SNDP.
are describing themselves as ‘Narayanas}
ot Hindus, The Ramakrishna Mission

- April, 1987
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hias got itself declared as ‘non-Hindu’;
jand the Arya Samaj is thinking along the

PAllthis has led to a Hindu feeling in
Kerala. [n 1957, and again in 1987,

s EMS took the
na-Vivekananda  represented
iduism, which was acceptable to them,
RSS  represented communal
filduism! We have to counter this
ilhicf and redefine our goals in con-
lerms, and in the modern idiom.

SHANMUGHANANDAM:  New
8 are blowing in Tamil Nadu. Recent-
Wihen Karunanidhi was in jail, over
B Navodaya School Scheme, he was
fied to find missionaries trying to
it his own DMK men in jail, to
iisianity. He expressed the hope that
§8preads fast in Tamil Nadu.

HANDARU SADASHIV  RAO:

Even

15

Government s interfering in Hindu
religious institutions, appointing priests
and examining temple accounts, It should
cither regulate Muslim and Christian
religious institutions also, or take its
hands off Hindu temples also.

Warangal district in Andhra alone has
over 170 padres—drawing Rs. 400 a
month in pay, free house and half the
church offerings. Church properties in the
district are worth more than Rs. 5 crores.
This is the story all over Andhra. How
shall we match it?

P.V. NARASIMHAN: Subtle attempts
are being made to divide and demoralise
Hindu society. Scholars have been com-
missioned to prove either that Thiru
Kural, the ancient Tamil classic, was
inspried by the Bible, or that its author
was a Chtistian |

M.G. VAIDYA: Discrimination against
Hindus must end. That is why RSS has
called for deletion of the discriminatory
Article 30 of the Constitution.

VENKATESH RAO: In religious
conflicts between two sides, both parties
are being put on par, regardless of the
rights and wrongs of a case. When some
politicians put on the sanyasin’s robe and
chant ‘Secularism’, I am reminded of
Ravana who impersonated as a sanyasin,
to be able to kidnap Sita. Today Hindu
religious leaders have to queue up to
submit temple accounts to the charity
commissioner’s staff. How about church
and mosque audit and accounts? Why
should Goverment have the power to

Karunanidhi is shocked
by missionary activities
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Even Marx had talked of
Hindus and Hinduisation

approve or reject the succession to a
Hindu religious seat? How about the
appointment of Mullas and Maulvis,
Fathers and Bishops?

Missionaries are  trying to divide
Hindu society by persuading Harijans to
reject the designation with the word
“Hari in it, and call themselves ‘Dalits’

UPENDRA SHENOY : The institu-
tions of Family, School and Temple are
declining in Hindu society. How shall
we this challenge? That is the
question.

meet

GOPALKRISHNA: Some Rs. 1000
crores a year are being received by
Muslims and Christians from abroad
There is no check on, and no_inspection
of, these vast sums

Leaders in power seem to have had a
great weakness for christians. Nehru had
his Mathai, Indira had her Alexander
and now Rajiv has his George. In ad-
dition, Rajiv has a Roman Catholic wife
who is very close to Fr. Kundukula of
Kerala. Both, Christians and Muslims, are
avoiding family plann

T. LAKSHMINARAYANA:
external threat has a local lobby; and
every internal threat has a foreign master
It is a double danger.

Every

S.N. MURTHY: Hindus should
be complaining. We should not think or
act as though we were just another com-
munity. We are the nation, the arbiters

not

Basically, Muslims and Christians are

also Hindu. There is just some forgeld
deny your past or deride your

1 view Indian Muslims and Christians 4§
bonded labour of some foreign cultufes
which no longer exist even in their natiie
lands. What we want is a National Alig
native to the status quo. The problom i§
not others. The Hindil
mind is coeval with, and coequal to, (Hd
It is the role and destinyol
this generation to provide th: alternaife
to the weak and corrupt status quo.

ourselves, and

Indian mind

INITIATING THE DISCUSSION @i
“Challenges to Bharatiya Life Values i
systems and Internal Conflict of i
Hindu Mind,” SHRI P. PARAMES
SVARAN said :

Hindu values are not a point, they i
a whole They can range oM
Dayanand to Vivekananda, Gandhi (0
RSS. Aurobindo was once asked hof
Hindus may meet the various challengés
And he had answered : “By disciplinél
force”. That was in 1926, about the fing
RSS was founded.

range,

EMS recently said he had talked o
‘Indianisation’ not ‘Hinduisation’

a Marxist who forgets that Marx hims
had thought in terms of Hindus ailf
Hinduisation. He had said, “Arabs, Tt
ks, Tartars, Moguls who had successivl
overrun India, soon became Hinduised,
barbarian conquerors being, by an etef
law of history, conquered - themselves B
the superior civilization of their subjes}

Caste is a fact. Recently, the CPI (M}

(Continued on page 53)




Manthan

yme forget=
normal to
r forbears.
hristians as
0 cultures.
their native
jonal Alter-
problem is
fhe Hindu

alternative
quo.

JSSION on
Values and
ct of the
PARAME-

nt, they ‘are
nge from:
Gandhi to
asked how:
challenges.
disciplined.
it the time:

Development Is Possible Only

Through Indigenous Resources
by : Dr. J. W. Spellman

Head, Institute of Asian Cultures, University of Windsor, Onturio, Canada

RATHER THAN state my own defini-
tion of development it is better to cousult
the most authoritative source of the
English language, the unabridged Oxford
English Dictionary of some 13 volumes,
It is necessary to examine the word
{develop” to find out what it actually
meant, because only by finding out what
Words mean, are we able to communicate
decurately. Confucius said that if words
e not exact, communication is not exact.
With incxact  communication comes
disorder in government and society. This
I8 an important statement with practical
€nsequences in terms of development
today.

The word “develop” is a 12th or 13th
entury word. The Italian form is “velu-
Pire” which means, significantly, “to
UWrap”, “‘to disentangle”, “to rid free
OI". The opposite of “develop” is
Senvelop” which means “to hide™, “to
gover up”, “to Put constraints upon”—
Wlich is what we do when we envelop
fome thing. When we develop we do the
ieverse. We remove constraints, whatever
fliey may be. The word “develop” main-
BAins its original definition in photogra-
fPhy. When we develop a film we reveal
Wit s already Jatent in that film, We
ot put new things on the film and
6l it developed. Development is a

, as a tale or as a story develops”,
10 lay open by removal of that which
fifolds™. That is to say, something more
gtomes out of that which already exists.
RIS is the fundamental meaning.

We must also turn our attention to
what has happened to this word. Develop.
which meant “‘to unfold”, “to reveal™, “to
open up”, “to remove constraints” conti-
nues with that basic meaning in most of its
usages, with one major exception. About
1850, a new interpretation begins to
appear. It is said of a “series of organisms
showing progression from simpler or
lower to higher or more complex types”.

Around the middle of the 19th century
this new idea began to appear and today
the word primarily means “to evolve
from lower to higher”. We have to ask
ourselves, what was happening at thi
time to change the meaning this way.
When 1 say 1850 and add 7 years
you know that I am 100 years after
the Battle of Plassey in 1757 and at the
high watermark of British imperialism,
In 1857, the sovereignty of India passed
from the East India Company to fthe
Crown itself and India became “the
greatest gem in the British Crown™ and
so forth. This was also a period of major
Darwinism intellectually in which conzepts
of evolution were also saying that things
£0 from lower to higher. More important-
ly, imperialism and colonialism asserted
that countries go from lower to higher
and what was lower were the colonies
and what was higher was the civilization
of mother countries, If you, look at the
Tllustrated London News between 1850 and
1900 you will see reports of explorers who
discuss ““primitive peoples” living in these
conquered countries. Who are these
“primitive people” ? These are people
Who were alleged to have primitive reli-
gions, primitive arts and primitive music,
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Why call it the “Third”’
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World?

And why “under-developed’’?

This viewpoint of India, Africa and
other countries continues today. By the
1650's &nd 1940’s it changed slightly and

instead of being known as primitive peor
ple they were simply known as backward
people, backward countries and backward

societics. So from primitive they became
buckward. You know the rest of the
gencology. From backward they became
underdeveloped and from underdeveloped
they became developing. That is where
they remain today—as developirg soci
ties, To put it in political terms, they
became known as the Third World. What
wa First World 2 Obviously, ~the
¢ World was the United States and
The Second World was the
Soviet Union and its allies. The Third
World ? About 75% of the rest of the
world's population became  Third. The
statement is amazing in its ethnocentric
arrogance and yet that term is basically
accepted today to describe most of the

its allies.

people in the world.

This interpretation of going from
inferior to superior bad a particular
impact on India in almost every respect.
In order to understand that impact, it is
necessary to look at the writings of tra-
vellers and reporters to India before the
1000's. 1 am not romanticising the
writings of Huang-Tsang or Fa-Hien or
Marco Polo, or even the writings that
are found in the Mughal period—in the
‘Akbar Nama or such texts. Bven if we
bring it up to persons such as Sir Thomas
Roe, the Ambassador of James I, or we
discuss some of the very arly reports of
the Agricultural Commissions in _this
country, we will find a very different

society than one that was “primitive,”
“backward”” or “‘underdeveloped”.

Here we must introduce the issue of
{ndigenous resources. [ am suggesting
that indigenous resources are funda-
mental to the idea of development. This
is nota totally new concept. The use
of phrases such as “local resources’s
“local felt needs”, “people’s participa
tion"—all of those are part of the
ctandard  vocabulary of ~development
workers in most parts of the world. They
are included in donor  agency
characters and manifestos and they are
part of almost every apex, intermediate 0f

most

primary voluntary groups discussion.

The first question is what does indi:
genous mean and what are indigenous
resources? The word indigenous means,
Very simply, whatever is born in that ared
It is clear from that very meaning thal
indigenous resources cannot be somes
thing that are transposed from anothef
culture or other institutions. Indigenous
resources are those which are closel)
with the specific area witl
which development is involved.  The
issue of development itself revolves,
knowingly ot unknowingly, around this
central question of indigenous resources,

associated

If we look at the history of whati§
involved we will observe that indigenous
resources  were the very first to b
attacked in this country and in this cilg
ture by the colonial and the imperill

One may say that it was almot
a necessity of western colonialism 0
assume that the cultures, ideas and insti
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tutions of the people governed are in-
ferior to their own ideas and institutions.
Throughout earlier Indian history this
was not the case.

In fact, the idea of local institutions
and, in particular, of local laws were so
important that throughout the classical
and legal texts of India, and this includes
even the centralized texts such as the
Arthashastra, it is indicated that the king or
{ie central government may not override
local laws, unless those laws are clearly
lopposcd to the interest of Dharma, Even
then, kings are advised to be very careful
in overruling local laws because, the text
points out, some kings who have done
fhiat have been assassinated. The impor-
fance of local laws and local institutions
BWere so central in the history and culture
of India that no ruler would have thought
of overriding them—that is until the
Biitish period. Even the Mughal emperors,
fough they were far more oriented to
Gentralizing than the rulers that arose in
e dificrent wars between kingdoms of
India, did not go as far as the British.
{The British introduced a whole new con-
Gpt of imperialism that had not existed
i the history of India. That was the
lconcept of centralized empire rather than
itibutary kingdoms which had previously
fbeen the usual method of administration.

Local laws and local institutions were
fimongst the first and the earliest victims
fthe new colonialism that arose in the
8ihand the 19th centuries in India. This

infortunately was at the same time when

8 idea of development itself was under-

bing a new definition. In this new defi-

“Arthashastra”
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nition, development did not emphasize
““to reveal” or “‘to unfold” or “to remove
constraints”, but rather ‘‘to go from
inferior to superior”. That was part of
the new doctrine of Darwinism and
evolution and it could be conveniently
applied politically to the relationship
between the countries that were governed
and the colonial powers. It was nota
long step from discussing primitive
organisms such as amoeba and parame-
cium to discussing primitive societies and
primitive people and to determine that
primitive was clearly inferior and to label
wholesale the institutions of these colo-
nialized countries as primitive.

One of the first targets in India was
the practice and institution of agriculture
Indian agriculture s, even today, in most
western texts, labelled as primitive agri-
culture. In fact one of the most common
descriptions of the agricultural system of
India is to call it a primitive system. We
call the plough that is used by the far-
mersa primitive plough. We condemn
this major institution of agriculture on
which Indian society has existed for well
over five thousand years as “primitive”. It
was a gigantic step (backward) to insist
that “primitive” agriculture change to
the recent western chemical-based agri-
culture.

The religions of India were also des-
cribed as primitive. The Hindus parti-
cularly were identified as believers 'in a
primitive religion vyh\cl\ was riddled with
idolatry and superstition: Today this is
still amajor image and stercotype of
Hinduism. In the same way Europeans

advised kings to respect
local laws and customs
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Unfair comparisons of Hindu folklore
with Christian classics

misinterpreted folk religion in their own
cultures, they were making the same
misinterpretation with respect to India.
They compared Hinduism at its folk
level with Christianity at its elite, philo-
sophical level. Obviously when you make
that comparison, the differences in the
religions are enormous. Had Hinduism
been compared in its philosophical level
as found in the Upanishads, the concept
of Atman or Brahman, the idea of Rea-
lity, with philosophical Christianity—
ideas of St. Thomas or Augustine—the
comparisons and the understandings
would have been very different.

But, that did not take place. What
took place wasa comparison of gods at
the village level with Christianity at its
elite, monotheistic level. Even today many
believe that Hinduism isa polytheistic
religion and that Christianity is a mono-
theistic religion. Neither of those state-
ments are correct. Hinduism is a mono-
theistic religion; it is a monistic religion.
Itis a pantheistic religion; and it isa
polytheistic religion. By the same token,
Christianity is alsoa monotheistic reli-
gion; a pantheistic and a polytheistic
religion. Tt depends on the level of pra
tice—whether it be by the village peasan-
try of Mexico or Italy, or in_elite priestly
philosophical  discussions—those inter=
pretations  will vary. In any case,
Hinduist was given this branding and
that continues to this day. One of the
most widespread of thefEpiscopal Hymns,
which was found until recently in the
Hymnal says :

““What though the breezes blow soft

Over Ceylon's spicy Isle

Manthan

Where every prospect pleases
And only man is vile

In vain with lavish kindness
The gifts of God are strewn
The Heathen in his blindness
Bows down to wood and stone...

In other words, it does not really
matter what God does, the heathen bows
down to wood and stone and this is e
best you can expect of primitive, supet=
stitious people.

Once this branding had been made,
the culture itself was understood to b
primitive, backward and inferior. The
pity was that many people who belonged
to the Indian intellectual classes wenl
along with that interpretation of Indian
culture. They also agreed that it wa
primitive, inferior, and backward. That
in essence becomes the cradle ground off
development. ~ With that agreement il
now became necessary to bring in @
transposed technology and new institi
tions—political, medical, legal, educat
tional  institutions—not as an aftes
thought, not in a sly, secret way, but wil
all of the clear arrogance of imperialism)

Macaulay, in his famous **Minute ot
Education
British literature was worth all
that India had produced and
would be the aim of the education
system ip India to produce people v
while Indian in colour and in appeara
would behave like Englishmen
other ways. These would be the peop
who became the foundation of the Indid
Civil Service. With their ideas, il
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concept of bureaucracy and their mistrust
of the people (because fundamentally
colonialism is based on mistrust) they built
aGovernment that was based on mistrust
{This concept of mistrust now extends ver
decply into the fabric of Indian society.
It is the foundation of the daily beha-
viour of the present bureaucracy and
Government of Indiz

Development meant that these indi-
genous systems were to be replaced. They
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most dominant of western cultural values.
It is unfortunately one of the foundations
of the United Nations operations today—
that what is good in the West is good
around the world. That same chemical
medical system of the World Health
Organization is good anywhere in the
world. It is universally applicable. The
United Nations believes that its charter
of human rights—in terms of western
Anglo-Saxon law—must be human rights
around the world. We have seen it in

were replaced. The Angl system
of British law established that every legal
proceeding is an adversary proceeding.
Someone is against someone else. The
issue is who is guilty and who is innocent.
This concept of law was quite different
fiom the classical Indian concept of law.
bWhich was that Dharma or harmony or
e balance has been put out of order and
the purposc of law would be to right the
limbalance, to make things harmonious
lagain. It was not a question of who is

B kuilty or innocent; but how to restore the

balance. That concept was fundamental
ina village society because balance and
fiarmony were crucial. In the urban and
lechnological society out of which the
légal systems of the west had grown—
Whether Roman or British—the princi-
ples of law and the needs of the law
e quite different.

The political system of a Parliament,
Political Parties and other institutions
bt deycloped as a result of the very
peculiar and particular historical experi-

Thi:

the p in terms of
the women’s movements. Once again a
situation that is felt within the problems
of women in the West is universally
applicable around the world.

The same is true of another pheno-
mena that is jast beginning to arise in
India. This puts a new and a very
unfortunate interpretation on Indian
society to separate people into age groups,
so that the old and the young are separat-
ed from each other. This process has
already gone a long way in the West,
particularly in the separation of the old,
who sadly are understood to be unpro-
ductive people. They are put into
separate homes, separate institutions and
given specialized treatment that is some-
times patronizing, sometimes welfare,
but essentially removed from the main
stream of the society. This, of course,
has never been ‘the case in India where
old and young have been the two greatest
sources of educational transmission. We
now begin to see aspects of these western
values coming into India with develop-

is still one of the

ment orgs arising or
the purpose of “benefitting” the aged.

The U. N. assumes that what is good for the
West, is good for the World
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Lam happy to see Western ideas
and projects fail in India

The concept of dividing people into age
groups or dividing people into sex groups—
these are all part of a transmission of
different institutional and alien
cultural values

a
systems

The result of this very ageressive
drive under colonialism and imperia-
lism—whether that imperialism
political, cultural or economic does not
really matter a great deal—came in an
analysis of development in this country
which said that problem of
development and the main obstacle to
development is the people of this coun-
try! The people are so tradition-bound
and so backward that it is going to be
almost impossible to develop the country

was

the main

This amazing and most arrogant concept
said that the very foundation of the culture
had to to changed if development was to
take place! This one of the
minor chants of the Government of India
itself. The ideas and the institutions of
the people, it claimed, must be changed
The emphasis on
has exactly the opposite awareness
the planners who must chang
It is the Government which must change.
Development must be built and indeed
can only be built on the institutions of
the people.

was - also

indigenous resource:
It is

e their ideas.

The eflect of this attack on indigenous
resources was very tragic
in a very substantial lack of confidence of
the people in themselves. It was to pro-
duce a mentality of passiveness. The new
mentality said: “We cannot do anything
for ourselves. We are dependent on you
to do for us.” That mentality is now one

It was to result

of the major hurdles of development
programming, Indians themselves bega
to adopt a very negative attitude towards
their own culture and their own country)
with expressions such as “Oh well, we
are only Indians. It does not really matief
for us. Please sahib you take that. We
are only Indians.” This attitude carried
over Indian products—if fountai
pens, one had to have a Parker or, tooth
pastes had to be Colgate, or radio to be
Gruning or tires had
Whatever it was, if it was foreign, it wa
much better, and if it was Indian, it was
only Indian.

to

to be Firestones

and continues (0
regrettable results. But forli$
nately it never really full
into the, village level of Indian sociclyy
There the people took a different attitude
and many of them resisted these mentds
lities that have now been subscribed (o
by ,a whole generation of Indian intellec

This attitude had,
have, most

it penetrated

tuals, many of whom had been educated
in the west as a form of “developmentl
activities. It was considered highly developl
mental scholarships and felloyd
ships and bring elite Indians to th
where they could be “properly® t

in understanding and ideas and
come back to this country. A number gf
them “did not return which some lamefl
as being a “braindrain’

it is probably better that they did no
return 1o bring even more of these cultid
rally offensive ideas into the country

to

This lack of people’s confidence auf
passiveness is itself one of mejo
reasons why many of the developmenf

the
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Bptogrammes have been unsuccessful. To
mphasize indigenous resources is to
Bilidate the heritage which most people
B0F this country still use as their founda-
lion. There is no possibility of any mean-
jgful development without the restora-
fon of confidence, since confidence and
Mesclopment go together. The only way
confidence will be restored is by
luntary agencies and the government
B0 others validating the existing cultural
fitage and ideas and institutions. Not
Bécause it is a sentimental, romantic or
fistalaic thing to do, but because it helps
0 eaffirm the personal experience  of
Alltics of living that much of the peo-
O this country have had. Because to
fiiphasize indigenous resources  gives
filore than lip service to concepts such as
right

make decisions about their own lives”
Slearning from the people”. Many of
ate today little more than empty
fities and slogans. An emphasis on
jgenous resources reaffirms these ideas
Gentral and these ideas will necessarily
10 be given more than lip service if

to be meaningfully

Are we sure

2!

which, unfortunately, are now to be found
dominating in every agricultural college
of India. Most of these projects I am
delighted to say have been failures in this
It is my hope that one day
agricultural colleges will create a
major department of organic people’s
gardening  which is not based on the
expensive debilitating system of western
agriculture. So long as development plans
are based on western concepts the number
of failures will rightly continue

The use of indigenous resources is a
meaningful village entry strategy—mean-
ngful because it can gain the confidence
of the people honestly rather than by
gimmicks. A leading Indian development
Institute, funded by the Government of
India told me that their village entry
strategy was to take a bunch of pills and
g0 to the village a few times and distribute
those drugs. Once this was done it was
possible to plan and work with the
villagers. Such an ignorant and dishonest
approach does not lay any foundation for
meaningful village entry strategy. Indige
nous resources can make a major diffe
rence in project success

Even if all this were untrue, if all
this evidence were without any histori-
cal basis and if all the statements
made here were false, one still must
consider the futility of the pursuit of
non-indigenous resources. It will never
be possible to produce in India
enough automobiles, for example, that is
equivalent to the. situation in the west
If that were achieved we should all die
of pollution. China wisely ruled out the

that Allopathy is better

than Grandmother’s remedies :
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The Western system profits the rich
—at the cost of the poor

pursuit of that kind of transportation

In the field of medicine it will never be
possible to produce physicians in suffi-
cient number or enough accessible and
inexpensive hospitals and a supply of
drugs to supply all the people in India
through the western allopathic system,
All you can do isto make the resources
available for the rich at the expense of
the poor. This is the greatest danger in
following a model that is based on alien
technology. To sustain that model the
poor have to pay for it. It is the rich who
always benefit from the western legal,
‘medical, educational, technological, poli-
tical and cconomic systems. When deve-
lopment _organizations build legal aid
programmes they contribute to  that
exploitative system. 1t is true as well
when they build hospitals, or use or advo-
cate the use of pumpsets and diesel ¢

pesticides andchemical fertilizers. When
they use these they help only (o increase

of relying on one’s self, then indigenous
resources are the genuine methods by
which dependencies will be avoided:
When people cannot supply resources {0
themselves it is not genuine developments
Iam not advocating a muscumised OF
fossilized culture which continues on the
basis of a romance with ancient Indias
Development first means the removal of
constraints that become sources of &
ploitation. The sources of exploitatiol
nced tobe removed, be they local oF
native or indigenous. I am not supporting
those indigenous institutions. What Lank
saying is that indigenous resources afé
the soil and the root on which new ideis§

ted. A mango tree cannot b8
e to an apple tree. Alien in
tions and ideas cannot be grafted @
Indian systems. Modifications and adags
tations may be necessary but the foundds
tion must be indigenous.

resources are a method of

the profits of
and contribute to the power of the rich.
For the landless labourers and small
peasants are without those resources. All
these indicate the clear futility of the
pursuit of non-indigenous resources. The
use of such scarce resources and the
practice of _pesticides, for example, are
under heavy attack even in the west. Many
countries have bann:d varieties of pesti-
cides and medicines. Unfortunately and
with great danger those that are banned
are now profitably dumped in India and
South East Asia

Indigenous resources are the only way
by which dependencies can be avoided.
1 development is accepted as an activity

preventing exploitation in a socictyel
exploitation is central to the whole ques
tion of underdevelopment, the more H8
use resources which ate scarce the mofg
those resources are capable of exploill
tion. This is another aspect of indigend
resources that is particularly imporii
especially for activist and neo-maril
groups who  discuss the question of &
ources seriously. We must change @
understanding of resources to an und
standing that resources are far widef
than simply saying that land or labouf
¢he fundamental resource, as somed
these groups argue.

The indigenous resource position s

Soril 1

that be
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fhat because resources are locally avail-
able you do not require specialized
Knowledge for their control. Specialized
kowledge is at  the base of
Western  resources, technology  and
medicine and of exploitation itself. But
oice you are using Grandmother's medi-
tine, once you are using a system which
€nbe taught to most of the people in
lhe villages, then everyone has the res-
Durce. Anyone can pick the neem leaf,
Any one can find the bark of a tree that
iSlocal, to make  paste for a massage
Aslong as you cannot control the res-
Ource, you cannot exploit by selling that
tesource

it may be of some value to say a few
W0ids about folk medicines. The Manthr-
athis of the folk system of medicine
{persons who treat snake, scorpion  bites
lirough holy ashes and chanting  prescri-
bed slokas) which is used by most peo-
Ble of the country are held in contempt by
those who imagine themselves as scienti-
flic: They say that this is a superstitious
fuack system of medicine. Recent reports
i Canada show that 60% of the medical
Prescriptions are ineffective for the
jpuposes for which they are prescribed.

lBen you start with a  system
Ofmedicine that is 409% effective and then

Bou begin (o add the enormous  exploita-

Mife financial cost of that medicine, then
B0 sce you may b: dealing with one of
e most repressive medical systems  that
e world has ever produced.  Here it is

lifary particularly in South India to
fliokat the carly medical folk systems
Mt were practiced and still are practiced
filsmaller villages and ask whether those
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systems are not a far better foundation
of development, rather than more and
more chemicals under the control of
multi-national corporations,

The objective of a programme of
indigenous resources is to make local
resources and particularly the resources of
knowledge, which is a fundamental re-
source, more widely available. It is that re-
source of specialized exploitive knowledge
Wwhich enables the lawyers to bleed the
people in this country. It i that knowledge
resource of exploitive medicine which
enables physicians to become a special
group—one of the highest paid in the
society. It is knowledge that is the
resource. Take that resource and awaken
itin the people in as many areas as
possible and you will limit the amount of
exploitation. It must be done in the field
of education where universities now
charge enormous capitation fees and
where the degrees they give are not worth
much. Alternative educational systems
can remove the resource from the hands
of the specialists. Stimulate technology
that people themselves can repair with
materials that are locally available and
you remove the power of the technicians
to control those resources. Indigenous,
resources, then, is also a method of pre-
venting or minimizing or reducing exploi-
tation  which is' fundamental to the
question of development

We talk about - learning from the
people, but the truthis that our educa-
tion system is based on a top-down
approach. “Lam the specialist. I teach
you and you teach some one below  you

How important is “Literacy” by : itself?
Was Christ or Krishna “literate’?
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What is the use of ‘employment’
that separates children from mother?

and they teach someone below them and
finally we teach the people in the village.”
But as a matter of fact, our educational
quite impoverished and i
ignores an enormous body of knowledge
There is a big fashion in development
organizations for what is called literacy
There are people who think that literacy
is of the highest importance and illiteracy
asking
what University Buddha went to, or how
literate was Krishna, or what the
degrees that Christ had in this exercise of

But that apart it is_important to
recognize that the oral tradition, that is

system is

is a terrible curse. I cannot help

were
literacy
to say, the illiterate tradition, is a cul-

What does
literacy mean ? Literacy is not knowledge.

turally significant phenomena
wisdom. Literacy is
is the ability
and write the local c. That is it
illiterate person like
able to communicate in India
stand many things that are going on
That is no less true of people in the
villages.

Literacy is not not

education. Literac to read
langua
Even an myself is

and under-

More important is what happens when
you replace an oral tradition with
literate tradition. Many beneficial things
in the society die. What are some of the
casualties of a literate society ? One of
the most important is personal communi-
cation. To the extent that a
emphasizes literate communications, it

society

de-emphasizes oral and personal commu-
nications. The traditional ~educational
system of this country based on the guru-
chela concept was an oral tradition. It is
afact that India has what the
oldest living literature today because of

we call

not because of the
The Vedas and other:
transmitted by

the oral
literate traditions.
texts were all
pundits. They
even permitted to be written down. It
their

traditions,

orally
were in carly times
was that oral tradition that ensured
survival and not a literate tradition which
has interpolations and corrections in the
margins of the text,
have happened to Indian music had thal
Had it been

Imagine what would

music been a literate system
written as western music is written, there

would be no Indian music. Indian musie
is based on a parameter of the rag or the
tal within which all of the spontancity, all
of the personal creative
to literacy and

ativity.

expression i
displayed. Reduce that

you destroy that cr

In many
minant cultural concept of guesthood i
fundamental
relationships

European countries, no dod

Continuous d:
are on the ¢
dominant part of Indian
of the greatest
societies today

society.
complaints of westeml
is the enormous deperd
It is not simpl
It isa
illness in @

sonalization of people.

an issue of romantic nostalgia.
serious problem of mental
society where people receive therapy bed
cause they do not and cannot find enougl

substantial contact an
recognition  and  persondl
We should thus examin®
programmes as we should crifi
look at projects that hay
been introduced as part of alien ideas and}
institutions.

scope  for
personal”.

relationships.
literacy

cally other

It is important to re-examine ey
critically other “‘development™ progra
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ceive therapy bes
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| contact and®¥

and  persondl ¥

d thus cxamine

re-examine  very
pment” programs
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fies including balwadis and creches,
Which split up families and take children
iiay from wheir parents, putting them in
e hands of strangers in the name of em-
Ployment. Indeed, we must re-examine
fthe concept of employment itself and ask
Qilelves to what extent development
igéicies are building programmes which
it people into humdrum, boring, un-
fealive work day after day, considering
development, simply because it pro-
ideS them with a few rupees. Employ-
feiLs understood in the western world
bed fundamental form of personal
feilliication. People are identified by

27

of the worst curses of existing develop-
ment programmes.

Beyond exploitation, and beyond
indigenous resources the fundamental
issue of development must be the reveal-
ing of the creative genius, the inner
person, the higher aspirations of a people
and a society

Indigenous resources are not a roman-
tic accessory to the issue of development
Indigenous resources are at the very
heait of developmental activity, and
ought to be at the heart and head of

elopmental. This is to say, quite
fiBi%itive, quite unrevealing. Many

jome. generati projects are some

or:

(Clo Indian Cultural Development
Centre 8 Montieth Lane, Madras 600 008.)
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ic technicall

Institute of Rural
Technology,
Allahabad : A new
Successful

experiment

Mahesh Chandra Sharma

The Institute of Engineering and
unl Technology, Allahabad, is a_highly
gocloped and impressive Engincering
fsiitution. The complex extends over
e 50 acres near Prayag  Railway
Blation. It has developed from a small
fibcrimental school into a huge institu-
lin, determined 1o achieve something

In 1955, it started as a “Civil Engi-
fing School’; in 1962, it developed
i ‘Allahabad Polytechnic'; and in 195,
isumed its present form as ‘Institute
flEngincering and Rural Technology.

We have many engineering institutions
fllhe country. Many pioneers have built
fhslccessulacademic institutions. But,
i something unique 10 work with 4
Bimination (0 set up an educational

litition a5 a laboratory for social
fliEe. They want to develop this insti-
fEfor rescarch in the quest for a happy

€ prosperous  rural society. 1 was,
fielore, very keen t0 g0 and see (he

il for myself. T was very cager,

Cottage Spinning in Sankargarh

as a DRI worker, to get myself intimate-
ly acquainted with the various voluntary
efforts in the quest for rural reconstruc.
tion.

I reached Prayag on the morning of
March 8 by Prayag Raj Express. Here |
stayed with the Dircctor Shri R.N.
Kapur as a member of the family. Sy
rounded by staff quarters and student
Hostels, I found the atmosphere very
congenial for study and observation.

I went round the, whole complex in
the company of ShriShatrughan  Singh.
Being a student of Political Science and
Sociology—and a worker in the sosio-
cultural field—I am Guite ifinocent of
technical and engineering subjects, As
such I could be only an attentive listener
at the teaching Faculties and in the
Laboratories. The way my Guide ex.
Plained everything to me in intimate
detail and with great enthusiasm
a layman Iike me, proved that

even to
he was
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IERT trains students, produces
goods and markets them !

at least as much of a  social-reconstruc-
tion worker as a technician. I
therefore, get a fairly good idea of this
technical complex, its development and
efficient administration. I could
their new attitude to make experiments,
and not be stuck in traditional ruts.

could,

also see

Academic engineering laboratories do
train students; but they do not normally
engage in production and marketing.
However, the L.E.R.T. thinks along very
different showed that these

lines. They

very labs, which train and teach, can alsd
produce goods and services. The Faculy
for Administrative Trainii itself, Shri
Kapur felt, should prove its real markels

With  this
Department
production:
Today this Institute supplies wooden and
other equipment (@
Indian Railways, on the basis of compeli

ing and administrative skill.
end in Industrial
was set up, with centres for

view, an

steel furniture and
Here is a brave new entets
educational institution (0
have embarked upon

tive tenders.

prise for an

The learned author, Mahesh (R) with Shri Shatrughan (L) & Shri R.N. Kapur




Manthan

ch, can also
The Faculty.
itself, Shri
real markets

With this

Department

productions
wooden and.
equipment 10
is of competi=
ve new enter=
institution 10

i RN. Kapur

April, 1987

Season

But even more important and worthy
i note is the involvement of the institu=
fion in the process of integrated rural
lopment. The formal creation of the
SFaculty of Rural Development” is a
of this Institute. Today the

of projects undertaken by the
overnment, or by voluntary organisations,
Bequires youth trained in specific subjects
Bbut it is difficult to keep their psyche free
the “naukri” or designation menta-
attaching to these formal program-

It is this m entality which makes

imal education narrow in its conception.
e LER.T. aims not at an examination-
Wikated or degree-a warding education,
it cstablishing some developmental

Sl 2

Plant, Gohari

models of rural reconstruction with mass-
cooperation, aroused  through  the
consciousness of social idealism. My
basic quest for seeing and understanding
this institution was also that. For this 1
went to visit a rural reconstruction centre
directed by the Institute at a hamlet
named Gohari, only 12 km. from
Allahabad.

Prof. M. Shahi of the Rural Reconstruc-
tion Training Department of the Institute
was my Guide on this visit. Shri Shahi,
before joining this Institute as professor,
was associated with the constructive pro-
grammes of J.P. in Bihef. The Gohari
Centre was established some ten years

How the criminal village

of Gohari was tamed
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Today Gohari is a beautiful
centre of development work

ago. - In spite of being so very close to
Allahabad, Gohari is not linked by any
major road.  Social evils and cconomic
backwardness had made it a virtual den
of criminals. People were scared by the
prospect of having to pass by it. Social
workers had to undergo a long struggle
Wwhile trying to establish the centre at this
place. They had to work hard for a long
time (o win the confidence of the local
people.  These people belaboured the
first social worker who went there and
snatched away his watch and other
articles. The Director of the Institute
Shri Kapur, rejected the idea of lodging
4 complaint with the Police or secking

Police assistance.  He tried to win the

Manthan,

confidence of the people through mass-
contact and at last their efforts . were
crowned with success. Today Gohar
is a beautiful centre of development work,
People have a place of honour for this
centre in their hearts,

But old habits die hard. What with
the paucity of social cooperation and the
ignorance of the residents, the criminal

ality is still lingering. They do’ ot
have direct confrontation with the Deyes
lopment Centre, but they make their
existence felt in the Centre

Because of the reconstruction woik

along the approach road, new localitied

is IERT’s School in Gohari

* Hospital,

April, 1987

. are nging uj

¥oad which onc
Passers-by, is no
éetivity, althougl
ape and  cof
available,

" The ‘Gandhi

Development  Ce
form of comm:
worker’s conferen,
3 Woms
Centre, Prim iy 5q

bare living: examples
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Tn quest for alfernative sources of

fie springing up  beside the road. The
f0ad which once struck terror in the
Pisers-by, is now busy with economic
ftivity, although it is still ina very bad

and conveyance is not easily

§ The ‘Gandhi  Chabutra’ of the Gohari
Centre has assumed the
community congregation and

fWorker's conference centre. The Gaushala,
ospital, Womens'  Tailoring Training
itre, Prim 1cy 521551 and Market-place
living examples of the tireless efforts

of social workers, As an economic  self-

sufficiency programme—including * train-
of cultivators, employment and a
ministrative cooperation as well as thie
vidance of various industries by the
centre—It is a source of great  inspiration
for workers of voluntary organisations.

Wood-craft, ~steel-craft, ~potter

match-box-making, leather work, making

cups and plates out of Icaves, il-crushing,
soap-making with inedible oils, fabricat-
ing agricultural implements and market-
ing of all these products are activities

The Gandhi Chabutra has
become a Community Centre
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A cluster of villages is the
right unit for development

which cannot be performed single-handed
The capital investment in these industries
has largely been boosted by the
ment and the Institute. It is
easy for them to survive in the open-
market competition. But taking full
protective  measures

Govern-
also not

advantage of the

adopted by the administration, these
which
effort to

of rural-recons-

industries have developed to a sta
can be termed
the te

truction work

a piarseworthy

develop nique

Shri Kapur regards the ‘Vikas Khand!
lopment  Block) of rural reconst
truction as rather too big a unit. Ouf
society is illiterate, the means of coms
are me: and poverty,
1, 5o that it is difficult to organisé
on the basis of Nyaya-Panchayat or even
big village-clusters. Accordingly the
have blue-print  of o
in the centre of 64
villages, so that people can be inspired ()
cooperate through activity and training

munication
ram

drawn up a

Development-Centre

Village Night School
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e ‘Vikas Khand®
f rural recons=
jig a unit. Our
means of com=

and poverty,
ult to organise
chayat or even

ordingly they
print of one
he centre of 6-8
n be inspired to
y and training.

Self-cmployment Centre, Go

established four more sub- was quite an experience to share views
angj, Barhaiya with these young men. worked with
At all these centres there  great idealism; but they seemed to be so
8t least one whole-time worker of the depressed by socio-economic problems,
they simply wanted to have ‘service’
(naukri) under the scheme of Rural Deve-
s chance would have it, a mseting of
liorkers connected with the extension-  to infuse in them the self-confidence to
iilies of the Gohari Reconstruction Work in a voluntary Rural Development
Pioject was held when T was t Thus  Organisation
hiad the opportunity to attend this
fitéting along with Dr. R.N. Prasad, The method of decision-making
flEHead of the Rural Reconstruction process and of th eporting of achieve-
Qi ienc of the Institute. W were  ments at the mestinE appeaged. to bo very
[ ompanicd by about 20 students of  systematic, combining  the formay
Post-Graduate Diploma Course. It administrative skill with the informal

Naukri, Naukri Naukri—
that’s what all of them want
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Let every technical institute

be a production centre

fraternity. of workers. The activiticy of
Gram Vikas Samiti, Mahila Mangal Dal,
Yuvak  Mangal Dal, School and Bal
vadi. Tailoring Training, Health Pro-
gramme, Literacy Compaigns and Night
Sehools in all the Centres duly
cat detail so that without
[ could still have

were
reported in
all these centres
idea of the programmes
A welfare organisation
4 local labourers is also being attempted
This experiment also is

visiti
a very
conducted there.

clear

at these centre:
in the main, ¢ ynstructive, sO that
sed labour raise anti-
exploitation slogans, but they
plan to  work out their own welfare,
P ablish institutions for  the future wel-
fare of their children, as well as enhance
their capabilities for
Last but not the least, they
resist with their united strength all cons:
piracies to esploit them and inflic social
This experiment 1S

organi
may not only
may also

self-employment
are taught to

injustice on_them.
unique and the Institute deserves hearty
congratulations for the same.

It was a rich experience to meet the
Tn general they are all salaried
Twen with families. The psychological,
and administrative difficulties
salaried men feel like social
This is
ulso an experiment worthy of emulation
from the view-point of rural development
e provicion in theSeventh Plan for
organisations for

workers.

economic
of making
workers can well be understood

aiding the voluntary
Rural Reconstruction has greatly increased
e possibilities of their indirect govern
mentalisation. Voluntary
<hall have to be extremely vigilant to
off the temptation of indirectly

organisations

ward

assuming the role of the bureaucracy. I
had a discussion with Shri Kapur and
Dr. Prasad on this point and they scemed
very conscious of the need to malg
voluntarism all the more effective

LER.T, is mainly an institute fog
technical training. But their
ment in the activities of rural reconstrues
important role
evolving an appropriate techuology 0§
integrated development in this field. HOW
to have more. skilful irrigation through

involve

tion is playing a very

casir and means and less
labour
domestic consamption;
ovens and efficient aid
handy: how to utilise alternative SOureS
of energy—all these and othet

cheaper
strenuous how to save fuel i
how to
stoves more
investigi®
 carried out and passed on 8
ractical demonstration in the varioi§
reconstruction centres. [ could not &
into how. successful is the correlationdl
rescarch and academic functions offi§
Institute with their direct
rural reconstruction, except as a sodl
worker. But 1 do feel that if every techil
al training institute and academic el
embarks upon experiments, W
<hould be able to present better ilf§
nous models of integrated developmtil

activities 0F

such

with mass-cooperation and  involvems
The present mass-ixertia needs a powerlil
effort for the village community to 3
forward. These experiments of LER]
‘Allahabad can prove to be very usl
and exemplary

My aim
balance-sheet

here is mot to

of the actiV

(Continued on page 56)
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News Coverage & Values
in Press, Radio & TV

M. V. Desai

PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS as
fuch 4s lay listeners of All India Radio’s
lews broadcasts and viewers of Door-
farshan's news coverage have long felt
fhat they do not get to know what really
B8 happening. This has been commented
lpon in their several ways by commitees
Chanda, B.G. Verghese
Joshi. Their dissatisfaction is
Bigucly shared by almost everyone, well
fiformed  or in search of information
felevant o bis or her life and livelihood

Discontent has also been voiced by
Besons concerned with the citizen’s right
Bokow and access to information. That
B s 1o idlc talk has been underlined
B the fact that Rajiv Gandhi had to
fie in to the BBC to hear more of Mrs
Gindhi's assassination. Tnere was also
! recent meeting of the

fime Minister with foreign journalists

b South Asia. When his information
Biliser saw 2 Doordarshan team lining

10 cover the PM’s address, they were

kelter with Mr. Mani

“What

here 2

oe has
by the

succeeded in re
B¥ing burcaucratic blight or prevented
ffom falling into a safety-first net

A attempt has therefore been made
B8 (0 provide a basis for discussion by
lialists and interested citizens.  This
Should be taken as a preliminary
Jeading to a set of concrete propo-
f0improve news coverage and analy-
Bl the first instance by All India Radio

and Doordarshan.  This note has four
parts and touches upon

1. Tnadequacies of the newscast and

causes for dissatisfaction;

2. comparisons—qualitative
statistical—of news coverage by
TV and four Delhi newspapers;

3. the state of newscast by A
TV stations away from Delhi
cations that the coverage
regional languazes, by AIR, TV and news-

papers, is likely to become still poorer;

4. a recapitulation of approaches to
news values in the western world and
their approximation to the reality of
whether in the

processes and  event,

market economies or India.

TO BEGIN WITH, it may be useful to
trace the inadequacies of the newscasts
of All India Radio and Doordarshan to
their legitimate sources or causes. It
might then become clearer as to which of
the seeming drawbacks and difficulties
are inherent in the conditions under
which these newscasts are produced. And
which others are there which are reme-
diable ? There may then be for
clearer policy guidance, grea

sional competence 8ad a__keener news
sense, more balanced newsfall, better
infrastructure_and working ~conditions,
and so on. But any improvement will
first depend on an analysis of the con-
ditions, considerations, and news values
which govern the working of the news
rooms in All India Radio and Doordar-

shan
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The smallest politician gets more

attention than the biggest scientist

invariably a race
against time and space, it

If journalism in
is even more
50 with radio and TV. For instead of
some 40,000 words or 40 columns of
editorial matter in a morning newspaper,
the adcaster has to accommodate all
news of the day within a_period of 15 to
1500 to 3000
there will always
remain with TV a tendency to select news
which lend

30 minutes, n some

words.  Secondly,
items themselves to visual
presentation. This can crowd out some-
thing newsworthy but visually dull

In addition, there are other ch
teristics and factors, such as

1. Partly as a result of the very
format, AIR and T\
give th

tight
newscasts

details and countervailing
mstances. Therefore news sounds
unsatisfactory and incomplete.
remedy lics in seeking greater concre-

teness and balance, assuming that news

fall is varied and adequate, editing is

done professionally, and more broad-

casting time made available for current

affairs,

2. Owing to incompleteness  of
coverage, there obviously is a shift of
emphasis and distortion in presentation.
When radio and TV say that all was
quiet in Ahmedabad on the day, barring
1wo incidents, a listener or viewer is in no
position to decide if it is advisable to
make a trip to Ahmedabad or to move
about freely in the city

3. Tremendous importance is given
to news emanating () from official quar-

tersand (b) in
these news items

New Delhi. Frequenly

have as. their peg 4
speech associated with (e
Prime Minister. It is therefore inevitable
that even when the attempt s to furnis

function or

news without emphasis on  personalites
it appears that AIR and TV newscast
mal caleulated effort to give impord
tance to members of the government and
of the ruling party. There is no doubf
that right from the Information Ministe
downwards, news-controller (off

news

every
professior
editors and

cials, directors ands
pressure groups) wants (0
prove his loyalty and dependability by
throwing the limelight of good publici}
on whoever are in power or known to/bé8
influential with the powerful

4. If this overweight
personalities is to be

exercises will

of politidh
reduced, detailed
have to be done on hol
events can get delinked from personalifi
and be so narrated as to give just hal
news. This is initially and y
political decision. But it will need high
professional competence to be c:
faithfully

5. The studied effort in AIR and Ti
newscasts seems to be to give an impieh

ss as usual and

when there is an accident or calamity, ()
play down its seriousness or impil
This can be quite misleading. Here i
need to take to heart the advice givenl
the Prime Minister to 38 editors of neil
papers from all parts of the country o
September : “The press is
obsessed with politics that
smallest politician gets more space

sion of normalcy, busines

April, 1987

Bewspapers (h
do not mistryg
the press no
Bews. Nor do |
mouthpiece »

B T0 the exic
€oncentrate on |
and publicise th

SR power, it sho,
the imbalance |

“Ways

L Is the n
Hews-casting me
Centre and in (he
bmingly from offc
biassed, incomple
e done to
OVernmental an
At kind of noy
hered? Do
Ve that nose f
ItCes of non-gov
kind of ney
dining? Who will

2. Is it possible

€S are not orga;
the media cri

Is it possible
1o quantify th



oot mistrust you...We do not expect

regards as
8IS, Nor do we want the press to be a

il publicise the activities of politicians

!

Seriously think they have missed i
itial aewscasts? If AIR and TV have

8 Is it possible to concretise and
1 quantify the damage or depri-

vation which is inflicted on listeners and

of
esentation? In what
ways does the present style of the official
media play down the activities and con-
Institutions  and
political parties? Which are the
situations (say in an [RDP disr
drought-or flood-stricken area)
official media fail their target audiences
who stand to gain

wuse

of the inadequacies ¢
news coverage and pr

cerns of other public

real-life

ict ora
where the

from relevant and

comprehensive news coverage?

ON ORDER TO pinpoint

the actual
difficulties, it was felt that

t study of the
most significant o

dely displayed news

nents of the press, AIR and Doordar-

ght help. For this, four Delhi
S—Indian Express, Tim:s of Iudia,
he Hindustan Times and Patrint—were

taken up, as also the 9

p.-m. broadcasts
of AIR news and 10 p.m. news telecast
by Doordarshan. From the  newspapers,

ten major stories from the front pag

e and
the main news page

inside were consi-
dered.  Any story promir

ndy displayed
on these pages with at least a two- column
headline was counted a

major’ story for
this purpose.

A general impression s

that the
broadeast media give

more of official
news than the privately-own,
(Offizial n
to, the

press
> Or relating

is news about
sovernment.) Buta closer scry.
tiny shows that if ten major stories jn
cach medium are taken into

there is not much to distinguish (he
government-owned media from the press
d gives promi-
nence to official news. Nearly two-thirds

The press also covers and

The Press is as obsessed with

New Delhi as Radio and TV

39




40

news than Radio or TV

of the news in the government media are
official news, mainly from the Central
Government. The proportion of the
Central and State official news in the
press is only slightly less than in the
government-owned media. But differ-
onces are not significant

Only when it comes to non-govern-
mental news does the press certainly
cover much more of it as compared to the
AIR and Doordarshan newscasts. It also
ore of bad news, whether

| gives muct

I about corrupt officials or untoward
i events. This analysis, however, is
i restricted to ten major stores only from

the four Delhi newspapers. They provide
i a much more extensive coverage of other
events, most of which is not official news.
This must give the press an overall diffe-

rent image as a mews gatherer and
purveyor.
There is another common factor

between the government media and press:
the origin of major news items is mainly
the national capital and the state
capitals. Only a few stories emanate
from other plac

If one compares radio news bulletins
with newspaper coverage, again taking
into account their 15 major stories only,
Table | suggests that only about a third
of the radio news stories figure among the
major stories in newspapers. But nearly
a half of the radio news is to be found
in the television bulletins.

TABLE |
News items highlighted by the AIR

But Press gives much more non-official

Manthan
April, 1987

are usually relating t
ment in Delhi or
capitals. Only in
visuals from non-go
from mofussil toy
foreign news items v
@8 mary as those f

and TV and also covered by newspapers—
Indian Express, Times of India, Hindustan
Times and Fatriot.

AIR TV IE TOI HT PAT
104" 55 Koy 32 %

Sources and |
NOTE : The period of study was seven 1 and 10, 198

days in early August 198!
News items on sports and the
weather are excluded.

Government : Centr

States

This brings out an interesting poinl
Though the newspaper highlights and
radio and TV news are similar in being
largely attributable to Central and Stal
governments and in originating maial
from New Delhi and State capitals, (8
items covered The

Non-governmental

Foreign

are not all the same.

newspapers  do depend  upon NOTE : Visuals fro
sources for their news diet Union Mis
selection they make is somewhat differenl

from the selection made by the offcil So the question

eaders, listeners and
they want or ought
©n radio and from T

media.,

It is clear that the ey
emanating from official sources or relatsl
to Government, the press picks up iie#
which are some-what critical while i

radio and TV pick up those which spell
well of Government. So, obviously, jouril
list in newspapers also do not look fd
news from sources and places other thi
New Delhi and State capitals. There is il
news from mofussil towns .and villig
News about drought and hunger, as an
the people of Kalahandi in Orissa, is
broken until after the visit of a VIP.

out of

sment of their needs or
BBut as persons inter
@3 concerned citizens
ithat the answer would |
fieir views on the rol
itheir hours of work an

If one’s primary ex,
linformed, the questior
bout what ? Doings
e a major concern

As for TV news, the availability'd
visuals often determines newsworthin
of the items included. Items with vis




Manthan:

ial

ered by newspapers—
s of India, Hindustan

TOI HT PAT
28 32 38

d of study was sevel

rly August 1985
s on sports and the
- excluded.

an interesting poinl
iper highlights

to Central and Stal
! originating mail
d State capitals, il
ot all the same.
pend upon off
ews dict.  But

is somewhat differe
made by the offi

and hunger, as a
andi in Orissa, IS/
e visit of a VIP,

s, the availabilitys
nines newsworthi
ed. Items with vist

41

doubtful if all the foreign news with

visuals is telecast because of newsworthi-

ness. There is reason to think it is inclu-

ded just because visuals were readily

towns. Surprisingly the available and the foreign suppliers are

f0fien news items with visuals are nearly hard pushers as well as producers of high
mary as those from New Delhi. It is quality visuals :

TABLL 2

g ources and places with visuals shown by Doordarshan between August
lland 10, 1985,

iovernment : Centre 45 New Delhi 51

States 21 State 17 (including GOI
Capitals personalities,
ikgovernmental 8  Other places 6
41 Foreign 41
115 115
Visuals from State capitals also include visits or activities attributable to
Union Ministers and Central Government sources.

B0the question remains : Do the and dissemination. The news media
685, listeners and viewers get what served well as sources of information
i want or ought to from newspapers, about political developments. But they
fidio and from TV ? It is a different  seem to fail in educating the masses,

fion. There is no systematic assess- One consequence of the type of news
ol heir nceds or news requirements.  media we have is the development of medi
WG persons interested in media and by the elite for the elites and more impor-
hicrncd citizens it may be argued tantly the emergence of a headlines culture.
[ stsver would partly depend upon  The general run of the readers and liste-
i iews on the role of news media in  ners have time for ust the headlinss about
fithours of work and of leisure. major developments and do not bother
: about news interpretation, analysis and
Bifonc’s primary expectation is to keep  details. Also there is obssesion with

fied, the question is : Information politics in the news media. Why s it
Wltwhat ? Doings of the ruling class

that the contents of news media seem
88 major concern of news gathering

to be of little relevance to the common

Why there are too many foreign
visuals in Indian TV news
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Development of the media is
by the elite and for the elite

man’s day-to-day concerns? Or
what the common reader wants?

is this

Another
radio, TV and newspapers was restricted

look at the news contents of

to what can be arbitrarily described as
headlined the major stories dis-
played on the front pages for a period of
20 days between April 1 and April 10,
1985 from 1 August 10
August During this period a study
was made of the 313 news items high-
lighted by All India Radio, 228 stories
featured on Doordarshan (for ten days
August 1-10) and 200 news items which

news or

and
1985

to

were found pre-eminent in the four Del
newspapers.

These news  items sourced
their origin, as dealing with matter oo
cerning the Centre, State Governmel
non-governmental  activities or foreg
affai Predictably, the Union Go
ment predominated in the coverage i
AIR and Doordarshan (45.7% and 4
of all items, ~ respectively). Tal
together, State and Central Goveram
provided in AIR’s newscasts some 688
and in telecasts some 60% of the g
Doordarshan has the distinction of gil
the highest coverage to foreign news,

were.

the

TABLE 3

Sources of news items highlighted by AIR, Doordarshan and Delhi newsp

during April 1-10 and August 1-10, 1985,

TV news was scrutinised for ten days only.)

AIR
313
143

TV
228
105
(46.0)

33

Total items
Government : Central
Government : States

22.4) (14.5)
39
(169)  (1L.1)
47 51

(150)  (22.4)

Non-governmental 53

Foreign

It is perphaps inevitable that the
Delhi newspapers should be both flooded
with and overwhelmed by from
New Delhi. During the twenty

news
same

(Figures in brackets give the percenli
1E
200
85
(42.5)
4

HT

200
74

(37.0)

7.0
60,
(30.0)
21 29

(10.5)  (14.5)

(16.0)  (19.0)

68 64

(34.0)

(13.0)

taken
where

days, a tally was of

and areas from
nent news items emanated.
Here newspapers

the seemed {0
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in the four Delh#

ere  sourced 1o
with matter cons
te Governments,
ties or foreign
- Union Govern=
he coverage by
(45.7% and 46%;
ectively). Taken:
ral Governments
scasts some 68%
0% of the newss
inction of giving
reign nows.

Delhi newspapes:
the percentage,

(36.5)
41
(20.5)
51
(25.5)
35
0  (17.5)
the

he most

seemed {0

ore under the shadow of their imm
jlite sources of news than radio or TV :
086 half or more of the stories had New
Delhi in their date-line. Here, again, TV
0d out with its emphatic selection of
fhstbstantial number of foreign news
items,

The result is that news from within
© country (excluding New Delhi)
idly finds mention or display. With
the newsfall from the States nowhere
0 than ten per cent, there is much
000 for thought in Table 4 for those
B0 never tire of talking about a new
liernational information order but are
0tally umindful of the imbalances that
QUBIOMt the news flows as between New
Belbi and State’ capitals, and State
Ditals and other towns (not to speak
@lthe urban contres and rural areas) :

Table 4
B places in AIR, TV and the press

WBigurcs arc in percentages
1-10 Aug. 1985)

period :

AIR TV IE TOI HT PAT

W Delhi 48 46 50 sg 45 53
St 20 25 21 25 18
Blier towns 7 6 1310
Forcign 16 12 14 19
RAS BETWEEN  India’s  different
Papers and among competing chan-

80F communication (print, radio and
P08 would expect news coverage to
This dive-

interpretation  is

What  plurality in  news

BBl a5 well as democratic dissent js
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about. So news coverage and  values will
vary not merely from region to region
and country to country but also between
media organisations

This is brought out with some emph-
asis in Table 5. It indicates the number
of stories which were to be
important by media organisations in
New Delhi. The figures underline the
cxtent to which these news items were
found to have been given rly prom-
Inent treatment in the other newspapers
and broadeasting  organisations. They
also bring out the proportion of stories
highlighted in common

For the purposes of this comparison,
a selection was made cither of the 12
headlines or otherwise important news
items broadcast by All India Radio and
telecast by Doordarshan with similarly
significant 12 stories  displayed on the
major news pages of four New Delhj
newspapers. namely, ndian Expres, Times
of India, HindustanTimes and Patripr,

Table 5

Common stories displayed as significant
items of news and highlighted by AIR,
TV and Delhi newspapers, August, 1985

IE TOI HT PAT AIR
52 47

Indian Express 84 62
Times of India 43 84 4 28
Hindustan

Times 41 35 84 28 33
Patriot 347236 24 34
AIR 28 30 84
Doordarshan 84 23 26 24 27 49

)

There is too little news JSrom
State capitals and smaller towns
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in provincial papers

IT WOULD REQUIRE A separate
and more detailed comparison to bring
out the differences in news coverage and
therefore, in news values among the
I media in States. In the years to come, the
| people living outside Delhi can be expect-
E ed to turn increasingly to local news-
age of the State or the
region and to the regional news bulletins
of AIR and TV. Studies in India and
abroad have shown how the coverage of
foreign s a proportion of total
news coverage has gone down since the
Second World War in all important news-

| papers in the langua

news

i pupers. Similarly there is reason to
believe that there is in India less and less
news over the years in newspapers in

regional languages from sour-
about outside  their
cultural administrative

State and

and events

ces
linguistic, and

region.

owes itself partly to expe-
partly to difficul-

This trend

nses of news gathering.

i ties of coverage and transmission in spite
telecommunications, and
interest in neigh-

of improved
partly to greater reader
bourhood or backyard news. Before
independence, about national or
constructive movements and the public’s
curiosity made news coverage an element
in national _integration. Now the news-
papers have no such magnificent and
common obsession.

news

i When we see the fate of AIR listeners
and  Doordarshan viewers of regional
newscasts, the contrast becomes —more
stark. In these bulletins there is precious
little of non-official and extrar-egional
news. This is particularly so in States

Two little of national news

April, 1987

mention of the reasons
J0f the important “nati
Outside their metropolit
down—perhaps not abs
@ a proportion of
Sold. There is a much
fthe very centres of pub
fransport bottlenecks
Paid to dispatch of nc
ing towns by aircraft,
literate are turning t
English and regional la
of them have competed
ithe metropolitan paper

like Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal where the TV relay of some New.
Delhi newscasts is being replaced by locik
language bulletins, sometimes becaus®
these are in Hindi. The editors are theres
fore forced to open the door to v
Jittle picce of information from the Stl8
Government,

This is a loss to listeners and viewes§
It should also be a_source of anxiety (&
AIR and Doordarshan in_ their role &
monopolies, For they fail to transilf
news, voice casts and_film from the cei§
tral news units in Delhi and arrange (i8
the exchange of similar material amoi§
AIR and TV stations in the States. il
trend reflects the increasingly unprlS
ssional functioning of the AIR and Ti§

As compared, hoy
Buality metropolitan a
[papers, the numbers
of medium and smal
Moving up. Unfortuna
of them a crying sha
@nd printed, hardly a
N4 agency news service
lendable news coverage,
frequently by % oerson
Bgind, rags and” ‘ackm
of them.

news org:

The subject is impord

Stat:
enough to call for a special study.

the

This situation will
fer AIR has set up b
ocal stations and D
flozen more program

Those of us who work in Delhi @
naturally exercised by the poor news/i§
that is served by AIR and TV. But o
needs to spare a thought for those ¥

live elsewhere in the country. Bifes. So the microw
sources of news are getting  thinnet BBordarshan centres
more polluted. If this trend contintl S

their plight will be unsufferably wors
ten years time. In Bombay during 8
days when Mr  Antufay was Chief M
ster, the State Government's electro
news-gathering team was one of the il
active and aggressive in the country.

result was that most of The non-offcll
non-Maharashtra news was pushed 8
to make room for Mr Antulay.

Benuine uplinks for ne
BVer the country o't
and

other

One can only make a brief and
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- was pushed ol
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fition of the reasons. The circulation
fthe important “national” newspapers
BilSide their metropolitan centres is going
OWn—perhaps not absolutely but certainly
@ proportion of the total copies

I8 lowns by aircraft, train and taxi; the

lrate arc turning to local papers in
ish and regional languages; and some

fithem have competed successfully with
metropolitan papers

As compared, however, with good
ity metropolitan and big city news-
fBipers, the numbers and readership also
medium and small newspapers are
Unfortunately they are most

plthen o crying shame—poorly got up

with an axe to
fiind, rags and blackmailing sheets many

et up by 1990 another 80
il stations and Doordarshan has a
0 more programme producing cen
the microwave links between

for news matter from all

W the country to be exchanged with

i and other telecasting stations.

B 50 the listeners and viewers will have

e content with local and district

85 for the most part. This too will be
nd large authority-oriented.
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To ensure that newspapers, AIR and
TV do not continue to provide a news
coverage which becomes poorer each
passing year, journalists and their pro-
fessional organisations need to discuss
news values and training of news
persons  without delay. Such nation-
aldebate can hopefully pave the way
to carly remedial steps towards the
provision of adequate reporting sta

and professional news desks for the print
and electronic media

Some twenty years ago Johan Galtung
and Mari Ruge set out an approach
to news values. They sought to explain
how news items get selected and news-
casts get structured. They took us beyond
the definition provided by Harold Evans.

To pass the test of the news-editor
(copy-taster or  gate-kesper), a story has
to be of human interest. That is why
Harold Evans said in 1963 that news is
people. Northliffe had an unerring eye
on circulation figures and advertising
revenues. So he put it slightly differently :
“News is what somebody
wants to suppress

somewhere
all else is advertis-
ing.” This is not far removed from the
statement that the journalist’s job is to
comfort the afflicted and afflict the com-
fortable.

When it does, it has a social function.
Here we come to the role of news agen-
cies and newspapers in setting the agenda
for discussion and pointing to directions
in opinion formation..And we get involy-
ed in the role of media inociety. We
regard them as providing a forum for

‘News is what somebody somewhere wants

to suppress

: all else is advertising’
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A journalist’s job is to comfort the affiicted,
and afflict the comfortable

public debate on matters of social con-
cern. This societal role is available to
media where the exercise of authority is
open and accountable to the public, and
decisions are reached after unrestricted
debate.

Journalists often think of themselves
as addressing that part of the public
which is the opinion-forming and deci-
sion-making elite. They also, at times out
of vanity, think that they contribute to
the emergence of a consensus on major
issues under discussion, This is perhaps
at the back of Stuart Hood’s mind when
he describes news sense as “the ability

udge the language and attitudes per-
missible within the
organisation of our society

opinion-forming

In Galtung and Ruge's view, for an
event to be highlighted and news to be
displayed, news coverage has to relate to
the concerns of elite people and affiuent
nations. Or it should lend itself to be
seen in personal terms. Or the event
should be negative in consequences. All
this has jthe result of emphasising—
““accentuating”—the newsy characteris
tics or newsi-ness

Galtung and Ruge suggest this is only
astep away from distortion of reality.
They believe that between the occurrence
of an event, its news catching the reader’s
eye and its registration on his mind,
there is at each and every stage of the
intervening processes a tendency towards.
selection and, therefore, towards bias
and distortion.

Before we come to the eight points in

the Galtung-Ruge analysis, a reference
might be made to Denis MacShane§
five considerations which he says veigt
with every journalist. The are

Conflict;
hardship and danger to the coms
munity;
the unusual (that is, somethirg novely
abnormal);
scandal; and
individualism,

All these elements go to make nei
They explain the emergence of populd
tabloid and yellow press, investigaf
and cheque-book journalism, and 4
adversarial as well as a shotgun approa
to news coverage.

The cight criteria indicated by Gallig
and Ruge are—

1 Frequency
2 Amplitude
3 Unambiguity
4 Familiarity

5 “orresponden
6 Surprise

7 Continuity

8 Composition

To explain the criteria, they sayll
the relative importance of a happening#
event has a direct link with the tim
span and frequency of the outlet for i
For a daily ncwspaper, Longoyl
murder or the promulgation of an o
nance on the electoral consequencesg
the death of an independent candidald
Punjab is more newsy than the rese
programmes in Ludhiana’s Agriculli
University or combing and mopy
operations against terrorists in Gurdu)
district. 1f the story affects many pag

April, 1987

or has a wic
more newswor
biguity and fa
to be noticed
relevant.

If the mes;
elearcut, it i
Progress of agr
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ige say that “n
hypothesis
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iliarity and c
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Five considerations and eight criteria
that weigh with journalists.

Bfhas a wider amplitude, it becomes
fore newsworthy and dramatic. Unam-
it ity matter for events

reported and to become

be noticed,
nt

Ifthe message is familiar, simple and
B, it is easier to convey it The

antecedents laf dnmmy

Bitupt officers of the customs, excise and
litome-tax departments s difficult to
Biort because of its slownesss, remote-
2 The news next door
filiers most—for New Delhi a rise in
Walers of Jamuna rather than the
Inan interdependent

ld, however, a far away event like the

Galtung  and
s” is “‘olds”. This is
the news

itto our hopes, expectations, fears
fipredictions. The element of surprise
fiiews is important even though it
10 g0 against the two criteria of
ilatity and correspondence. Some-
out of the blue or uncommon is

In many of our newspapers, it is
difficult to follow the sequence of debate
or the chronological course of events
The desk does not maintain continuity of
coverage. Yet the fact remains that an
item that hit the headlines a few days ago
will continue to be covered. Continuity
of coverage, however, does not mean the
item has the same significance as before.

Finally,

e news-caster
about balance and composition

worries
in the
layout of the front page, in the selection
and sequence of different kinds of news.
He will balance the headlines of leading
stories, placing of photographs, selection of
news from agencies and from the paper’s
own correspondents and the contrasting
impacts of good news and tidings of
death or disaster, as well as home fare
and foreign stories

Also, news stories have to catch the
attention of the gatekeeper making his
choices from and judgements on the day’s
newsfall. Therefore it is equally necessary
to r=~ember how the pressure of time tells
ot e selection process in the sub-
editors’ rooms and news studios. As the
hour comes for them to put the paper to
bed, or go on the air, or to assemble the
visuals for the telecast of news, only
those items will pass muster which have
“strong” mews values. Frequently it
happens that news is not news because it
fails to get into print or broadcast or
telecast.

o




More about the missing Saraswati
Beneath the Sands of Rajasthan

By :Swami Sakhyananda

VEDIC RISHIS have
s of River Saraswati in the hymns
WiRig Veda. Aagamas and Smritis pay
IMige to the holy waters of Saraswati
fenjoin us to adore them in our daily
Woship and prayers. Tradition says
it Maharshi Vaivaswata Manu, the first
JIBOF humanity, had his seat on the
BIkS of Saraswati. The great Rajarshis
Brahmarshis of yore flourished on
f this Many

s that this sacred river dis-

Bedred at a place called ““Vinasanam™
J120) which is identified with the pre-
fikdesert of Rajasthan, and particularly

sung the

sacred  river.

Widences before us, modern his-
Jlis, tutored in the western school of
fological  Studies, still hold that
MiiSwati is o ‘mythical’ river, having no
flityin their historical sequence. They

our

outside
Steppes or the
area—anywhere

somewhere
in the Russian

minetcenth century. It has no rele-
10 India’s age-old histories, tradi-
and culture.

lly developed
ifion to improve the findings of
felders, They made _ cxcavations in

‘scientific’ methods of

of Rajasthan and Gujarat, and unearthed
the ruins of more than forty cities buried
underground. Some seals and tablets con-
taining inscriptions in an unknown seript
were also found the ruins. In
their estimate, the ruins have an antiquity
Of 4500 to 5000 years. But experts have
not been able to tell us as to who built this
magnificent civilisation—nor the - causes
of its destruction. The script reinains 4n
enigma even today.”In their ignorance
they are advancing queer theoties, like
their seniors, about Aryo-Dravidian con-
flict etc., to explain the cause of destric:
tion,

among

Kegarding the history of
the drchacologists have nothing

Saraswati,
tosay, for
it beyoad their scope of investigations. It
is under such circumstances that the
Surveyers of the Central Arid Zone Res-
earch Institute have come forward to
offer some solution, at least with regard
to the river Saraswati lost in the dese
they have discovered its diverse courses
under the sand-heaps of
desert.

Rajasthan

The excavated cities are not very far
from the courses of the river so far dis-
covered in the desert. In this context, we
here offer a solution to these problems by
placing before the readers some historical
facts, gathered from Indian traditional
and literary sources, relating to the dis-
appeared river Saraswati and the magni-
ficent civilisation that grew on its banks.

From Rigveda, (X-5-64) itis learnt
that in ancient days the two rivers
Saraswati and. Drishadvati, along with
the five tributaries of Sindhu (Indus),




50

Varna in Bulgaria is actually ‘Varuna’

and Phrugia is Bhrigu

used to flow separately into the sea,
which then extended far into the interior,
like the present Gulf of Cambay, or the
Persian Gulf further to the ~west.
The  opening of this Gulf of
Sindhu was then known as Kachha
(Cutch at present, meaning ‘tortoise’-
shaped). There were some Islands at
this opening and in the middle of this
Gulf. They were known under the Pura-
nic names of Kusasthali (Dwaraka),
Panchajanyam (present Mandvi-Kutch),
and hamanakam (Sind-Hyderabad in
Pakistan). The Eastern region of this
gulf which comprises the present western
Rajasthan and the vast plains round
about Mathura and Kurukshetra, were
then known as Vraja-bhumi, meaning
pasture-land. It was highly fertile in olden
days due to the flow of Saraswati and the
canal system leading from it. We have no
means to ascertain exactly at what point
of time this state of geomorphological
conditions prevailed. Still from the avai-
lable sources, it may be inferred that this
was the condition before 3100 B.C., i.
beginning of Kaliyuga.

The people who inhabited this  region
and the coastal areas on the western side
of Sindhu and the Islands during this
remote period, were known as Panchajanas,
meaning peoples
decended from the five sons of Yayati,
known under the Puranic names of Yadu,
Turvasu, Druhyu, Awnu-Druhyu and
Pury. Their descendants, the Pancha-
janas, are often referred to in the Puranas
as Asuras, ic., the original or major
stock of Arya-Kshatriyas (Purva-devah).
In course of time they came to be divided

thereby five different

into hundreds of clans and tribes, (i
most famous of them being Yadais)
Haihayas, Kurus, Saindhavas, Yavan)
Dasarnas and Bhrigus. The term Panchid
jana is applicable to cach and everyom
of these clans and tribes. They weredll
highly industrious and  adventurou
Some of them, especially the Bhriguy
were great navigators, carrying on {ridd
with foreign lands.  Ancient Phrygi
(Brigia) of Asia Minor and the west cos
of south India, called Bhargava-Kshelt
were in ancient days their colonies.

‘Phrygia’ is modern English spellinf}
in Bulgarian (ancient Thrace) and othéf
Balkan languages it is spelt as ‘Brugil
and ‘Brigya’. It isa corrupt form O
“Bhrigib’ i.e. the colony of Bhrigus. Thef
original home was ‘Bhrigukachha’ a
mouth of Narmada. They were gredll
navigators. With the assistance
Yavanas, Panis and other

traders of anciant Bharat, they

the west coast of south India, (call
Bhargava Kshetra) and raised the land
civilisation. They also had  occupied
many places in the Meditarranean coas
areas of north Africa and Balkan penif
sula, Bulgaria with its capital sea
town Varna (Varuna) was their stroigl
hold in Earope..From there they el
ded their colony to Anatolia and estab
shed the ancient country of
(Phrygia), by conquering

women rulers of the place. Ancient G
tradition supports this view.

The Panchajanas, in carly days
before 5000 B.C., were leading a past

life, rearing cattle, sheep and hoid
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fen, gradually, they came to settle down
i these regions, developing agriculture
ind trade. Canals were dug in Vraja-
$humi, leading water from Saraswati to

kiown as Kurukshetra. The dried up
jikér Ghaggar is probably a remnant ' of
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that canal, There was a network of
canals in western Rajasthan also, dug out
to water that, region. When the canals
became to many, and the flow of water
became rather scanty, fresh supply of
water was effected by tapping the courses
Yamuna and Satadru (Sutlej). The
different courses of Saraswati in Rajas-
than desert area, now discovered, might

LEGEND
Project Route
. Seraswati Fiows

Other_Rivers
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Kurukshetra was a city on a Sarswati
Canal, dug by King Kuru

be the traces of those ancient canals dug
up by the Panchajanas who inhabited
this region in by-gone ages.

When agriculture and trade flourished,
cities arose in these regions on the banks
of canals and the coastal arca. They
were all independent city-states governed
by different sub-clans of Yadus, Haiha-
yas, Saindhavas etc., on a democratic
basis. There was no overlord among
them except their Great God, Mahadeva-
Pasupati, and Mother Durga. The deities
were worshipped in temples according {0
‘Aagamic and Tantric forms of rituals.
The language of the people was different
gialects of Paisachi, a Prakrit form of
Vedic Sanskrit, which became obsolete
with the dawn of Kaliyuga (B.C.3100). It
had its own script, then current in Sindhu
Desa, the form of which may be found
on the seals apd plates mow being
unearthed by archaeologists

Valuable information about the long
courseof Saraswati from the Himalayas
o Kuich can be gained by carefully
reading Chapters 35 o 54 of Salya Parva
of Mahabharat. These chapters give a
clear account of Baladeva’s pilgrimage to
Kurukshetra along this Saraswata Apaga
(canal), by bost. In my view, this Apaga
was dug up by the Somarya Panchajanas
i by-gone ages for navigation as well a3
{origation, joining Saraswati and Drishad-
vati with the Aravalli (Pari atra) streams
flowing westward. The Saraswati civilisa
tion with its innumerable Rishi Kulas
(Vedic and Tantric Study Centres) flourish
ed on the banks of this Apaga. Baladeva

visits many of them during his pilgrimage
to the north, via Prabhasa and Bhrigh
Kachha at the mouth of Narmada. IS
certain from this pilgrimage account, tha
this Apaga had mot dried up during
Mahabharat war days.

The beginning of Kaliyuga marks the
age of destruction of all the ancial
civilisations built up by the great racs
of Panchajanas who were none but Somas
kula Kshatriyas of the Aryan stock. The
first stage in the process of destructiom
was the Mahabharat War of 3067 BCS
in which all the martial races We
annihilated. What survived of the ancieal§
civilisation were different communities o8
agriculturists and traders in_the cities

western India. They were destroyed i

the departure of Sri Krishna in B
Seismic upheavals brought aboil

the sea-bed by a few feet.

water through Saraswati Southwards ¥
thereby arrested and the rivers beca

dry thereafter. Huge tidal waves from 8
Arabian Sea swept over the low regio
of Western India, depositing sand thro

out the region, and turned the place il
a desert. It is called “Vinasanam’” (Pldd
of Destruction) in Manusmriti (11:21%)
and the Puranas.They give us valud

information about the “disappeareicel
Saraswati in the Northern part of “Via

cities underground.  More than forty 8

(Coutintied from page 58)
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(From page 16)
i Kerala not only gave representation to
Nadars, they picked one Hindu Nadar

Russia has been trying to woo Rama-
fishina Mission, even while attacking
8§ and Vishwa Hindu Parishad. Many

is have been invited to Russia.
gnily the Dbirth anniversary of Sri
Ramakrishna was observed jointly by the
Mission and a Soviet delegation in
Calcutta.

Youth is interested in science. Com-
flinists have organised a vast network in
fliools and colleges through their

ra Sahitya Parishad, with massive
flincial assistance from the Ministry of
feence and Technology. Should we not
liich Swadeshi Science in a big way? It
it be clearly understood that science is

universal; it has a national dimension;

Bscience of Health led to Allopathy

the West, but Ayurveda in the East !

s our science; but a few years back
ia banned its practice !

When EMS claims that he has defeat-
@l the Fundamentalists, including
lidu, he has to be corrected and di

ied, even though Leftist students
lons captured all the three Kerala

JbURANGA RAO Wl in
the prestigious
jania university clean.
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We can, and must, prove the scienti-
fic basis of our philosophy. We have to
integrate the best in East and  West.
Kapil's concept of ‘Time’ is the same as
that of Einstein. The Upanishads and
Quantum Physics agree that matter and
energy are basically one and the same.
More and more western biologists recog-
nise the idea of ‘evolution” in our concept
of ‘Dashavatar’. The chanting of ‘Om’
changes our brain wave pattern for the
better. German executives are beginning
their deliberations with ‘Om’ chanting for
3 minutes, for quicker and sounder
decisions !

Our problem is that religious leaders
don’t read Physics, and scientists don’t
read philosophy. Let us combine science
and spirituality—and we will produce a
million Vivekanandas !

DR. M.M. JOSHI : Bhagavad Purana
was our People’s Science. ‘Yad Pinde,
Tad Brahmande'—as the atom, so the
cosmos—that was our thinking, now
confirmed by science. Basically, both
capitalism and have the
same materialist value system; our own
value system was non-explditive.

JOG : We cannot have Ram Rajya
without the modern equivalent of Rama’s
‘Bow & Arrow’.

Dr. SUJIT DHAR : Ours is the
oldest living civilization. The fact of our
survival proves the superiority of our
values and of our system. Obviously our
race has faced a vast veriety of vicissi-
tudes in its long life. From time to time,

Science plus Philosophy will
produce a million Vivekanandas
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“Veeshi’ and ‘Samesht?,
‘Srishti’ and ‘Parmeshti’

our thinkers and Rishis have re-inter-
preted our thought and. re-integrated our
institutions. The process of synthesis has
been long, continuous and successful.
There is no reason why we can't master
our present problems and reach new
heights.

M G VAIDYA : The very word
“Dharma’ is derived from the root ‘Dhru’,
to bind together. It is Dharma that
integrates the individual through ‘Veshti’,
the society through ‘Sameshti’, Nature
or Environment through ‘Srishti® and all
consciousness (Chaitanya) through ‘Par-
meshti’. All these four unities constitute
Dharma. All values are variations of
Dharma.

M. SHIV PRASAD : The greatest
insights are embedded in our Shastras.
But what Shastra shall be our bedrock ?
I suggest that it can’t be, say, Hanuman
Chalisa; it can only be Veda. The Gita
itself is the elaboration of just one Vedic
mantra

SHASTRY : They describe India—
much smaller than USA, USSR and
China—as a ““sub-continent” so that they
can divide us. They dub our society
‘casteist’, so that they can sub-divide it
to no end. Actually Dharma unites, it
does not divide—even as human organs
make for proper functioning and not for

We bave a rich tradition of
harmony. When some diehards objected to
Ramanuja performing the last rites of a
Harijan, he pointed out that Sri Rama
had performed the funeral rites of Jatayu
bird. And he added : “Man is not worse

than bird; and Ramanuja is not grealet
than Rama !

We condemn Ma
our problems.  Actually the whole worl
has about the same system. Let us adoph
and improve that system, and not jus
condemn it.
the centres of our social life.

ulay for many off

P. RAMACHANDRAN : We cal

t consumerism; we have to turn it {0
our advantage—by safeguarding consun
interest in terms of price and quality.

Let us form a Joint Ekatmata Frofl
of all Swadeshi organisations, bridgl
all differences. Before long, everybull
will recognise that the Hindu vote B
is by far the biggest bank of them all

However, we also have to thiok fi
beyond that. We must hgve a ya
view, what the Germans cAll Welt
Deendayalji's “Integral Hunt
nism’ has Vedic roots. Marxist W0
view is purely physical.

Our philosophy includes, integrates
transcends all other philosophies,

chauung

MADHAVAN : We have all heatd§
a0 of Physics, of Brahma being
expression of E-MC
Sanskrit and Shastras and encourage
and literature.

M. HARI: The Bharatiya Vil
Kendra, set up in Kerala, needs{o}

endow scholarships in basic

like Shyamji Krishna Verma did ali

Let us make our templess

2 century ag
launch thoug
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\also stop—an
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itury ago. We should revive and

lich thought magazines like ‘Modern

{iiew’ and ‘Triveni® of old. We should

B0 stop—and reverse—the Manuscript
lin from India.

' SESHADRI CHARI: Today in
imbay colleges literary organisations
tontrolled by socialists and commu-
I found the communist literary

b ‘Qalam’ carry page after page of
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tact Greens Party of Germany and the
Friends of the Earth. It was men like
these who saved the Amazon valley from
a 1500-km long World Bank-financed
railway line, the valley that gencrates
35% of all oxygen on carth-

SHASHIDHARAN : Only recently
there was a big flare-up in Karnatak over
that story in ‘Deccan Herald”. But there
is no sociological study of that traumatic

g Business Bombay

History ~Department has

ome a “Minority Cell”. All these

pisations and institutions are spread-

B disinformation about Hindus and

5. We have to see that there isa
fof postive Information.

KRISHNA ~ BHATT : Orthodoxy
Modernity is an old dilemma.
a Great Dream can resolve this
a and bridge this great gulf.

ENKATESH RAO: Old cusioms
Gontradicted by modern laws. Let there
reconciliation of people’s customs
figovernment’s laws.

Dt SUJIT DHAR : The Acharyas
seized of that matter.

DASHIV RAO : Our publications
bt particularly ~successful.  Why
e avail of universities’ facilities to
ational rescarch? Why can’t Rasht-
0 Parishat be replicated in other

MASWAMY : Let us involve
#8in national dailogues. Let us con-

Let us use cinema, drama, folklore,
Yatras and Melas for national revival.

PANDURANGA RAO : Thought
comes before action. Mind is most impor-
tant. The country needs facts, not pre-
paganda. Let us induct promising - young
men and women into mass media. Let’s
train them in journalism, particularly
English journalism.

It is no use complaining about
missionaries and their schools. The
point is : Do we spend even half an hour
daily with our children ? If we do that,
we have nothing to fear. My children
have been to missionary schools. But I
can assure you they can argue with the
Pope and explain Vedanta to him. On
the other hand we have families with
both parents working. Children return
to a locked hom, waiting fqr one of the
parents to turn up.  They are truly the
‘orphans’ of modernism.

Consumerism is a menace. All we
need to cleanse our teeth is ourifore-
finger and some tepid water. But these

India, said Sister Nivedita,
needed ‘ Aggressive Hinduism’
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Vivekananda & Gandhi clicked
because they touched Hindu heart

“Hidden Persuaders’ (Vance Packard)
want you to brush your teeth with a
length of paste three times a day ! All
additives, whether for colour or for
flavour, are poisonous | but kids are used
in these ads, to sway whole families.

DR. SUJIT
groups should be three :
and Intellectuals.

DHAR: Our target
Youth, Women

IN THE CONCLUDING SESSION
which discussed “Appropriate Strategy
and the Role of Intellectuals in facing
the challenges,” Shri M. Hari said

We are a wave of the Indian renais-
sance. There is much common ground
between us and the intellectuals. Confer-
ences like these should be held in various
states.

We should not be surprised to sec
most intellectuals side with the Establish-
ment. As Vijayan, leading cartoonist,
pointed out during the Emergency
lectuals are like our spectacles; they
always rest on the nose (of authority)!

intel-

It is not easy to organise Hindus;
they are so very individualistic. -As Dr
Hedgewar, founder of RSS, used to say,
organising the Hindus is like weighing a
group of frogs. We should not confine
Gtrselves to writers and artists; ‘we should
organise Sahitya-Premis and Kala-Premis.
In Kerala, our Bharatiya Vichar Kendra
18" ‘very good platform. In the year of
the' |Congress Centenary, we invited
Achutha “Menon, former’ Chief Minister
(CPY) and Justice Krishna Iyer. Our

apasya’ is also 4 very good platform I8
a whole range of intellcctuals.

P. PARAMESVARAN: We arc il
the only ones working in this field. PP
of LLT. Madras, is a small but significil
effort in the same direction. ' Dharampi
“Beautiful Tree’ i

cause.

Vedas and close our eyes to the woil
around us.

T. LAKSHMINARAYANA
should be confident of our cause. Lel
put our opponents on the defensive,

match for a comrade or a Padre, Pradl
problems are coming up all the time,

should have a Legal Cell to take cafe}
issues at all levels of the judiciary,

DR. M.M. JOSHI
‘Hinduism Made Easy’.

The world i

R. GOPAL : Let us give the coul
whiat sister Nivedita described as ‘Ag
ssive Hinduism.” /

CONCLUDING THE DELIH
TIONS of the ' 2-day ‘conference,
H.V. SESHADRI, General Secrl
RSS, said

Let our actions match our thigl
Today Rashtrotthan has a  hu
branches and “hundreds of publicat
Let if be an example for us all.

We don
Many years bz
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o take care
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he world ieg

of publicatio
us all

diffident
. Mehta
rkers cal

asked him why more intellec-
Bk followed the RSS than tie Socialist
By, After some silent thought, Ashok
fatold them that his cxperience was

W0the same, but that, he had no ex-
fldtion for it. Fact is that RSS clicks

. heart-beat of the
rouse the

that name comes to  your heart and
§Y0u feel as if your own son were a

see thoueands
5 in yaur countrymen, but
Aindn blood. They are the first

Gindhiji also succeded because he

Biliied himself asa “staunch sanatani
>

“Hinduism is a relentless

o

become moribund, inactive, unresponsive
to growth, it is because we are fatigued!
and as soon as that fatigue is over,
Hinduism will burst forth upon the world
with a brilliance perhaps unknown

Sunil Mukherji was a top Naxalite in
West Beugal. He used to
Hindus nnd Hinduism. Then somebody
asked him if he know anything about
that subject. Sunil went to work. He
udied the Scriptures. Today a mellowed
Sunil is a more aggressive Hindu than

rave against

You or me

Our anciety society has survived trials
and tribulations over the ages in reasona-
bly good shape. The Hindu Renaissance
brings tears of joy to mos! ey

Valmiki and Vyas would recognise
this country and our people. Let us be-
come modern smritikars. And the futnre
is ours!

traditions and

fecords, we may say that the

site of Mohen-jo-daro originally

it was called

The city of

0P (Harayupia) was  built by
i subolan of Anus

RA-Yupia’ is the place renowned

Workship of Hara (Rudra-Siva)

U835, Swami Vivekananda has clearly
his fact.
other geological changes also
during this memorable cpoch

of Kaliyugadi: (1) Due to the rising of
the earth’s surface in the southern parts of
Western India, the perennial flow of
water through Saraswati and Drishdvati
took diverse eastward and
westward fo join Yamuna and Satadru
(Sutlaj), * respectively;  (2) the five
tributaries of Indus joined
took a new southward course to join the
sea near Karachi, as we see at present;
(3) some of the Islands in the South
sea, like Dwarakaand and- Santimat, and
the western coastal strips of South India
were submerged for ever
behind.

courses

together and

without a trace

All these cataclysmic changes were
effected probably between B.C. 3030 and
2830.  Let research students see things in
this new light. (Vivekananda Vijnana
Bhavan, P.O. Punkunnam, Trichur-
680002).
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(Continued from page 36)
Institute. 1 have been trying to under-
stand the direction and vision of
voluntary reconstruction as such. In this
connexion one more activity calls for
mention. It is the establishment of a
centre for the medical treatment, employ-
ment and training of the handicapped.
The physically handicapped may not
degenerate into mentally handicapped
also—that is a very commendable experi-
ment in this direction. The difficulties—
economic, social and psychological can
well be imagined. It is certainly a
necessary task and a noble effort

During my tour, I could visit only
Gohari. The institute guides several
other centres, chief of which are located
in Baranpur and Shankargarh Develop-
ment Block. Baranpur is a cluster of 6
villages, about 76 km. from Allahabad,
and Shankargarh is another cluster of 6
villages, some fifty km. away. Village
industries and appropriate rural t

y are specialities at kargarh.
nning, weaving, tailoring centres for

hno-

Spii

women distinguish
with those at Gohari.

A two-day sojourn was too. brief {d
secing such varied and spread O
activities.

people  as
Prasad, Shatrughan and S.K. Naral
ensure the success of the Project.
honour to them.

The Di
training, a Ci
institute as a professor but soon took®
asa dedicated worker in the evolut
the complex. The magnificent digensi
of this reconstruction effort and.

very much owes its inspiration (ol
He is about to retire and now he
devote himself to developing an 0
tion of voluntary agencies named ‘Gl
Vishwa’, sponsored by the DRI
next issue of ‘Manthan’, readers will

eport of the meeting of ‘Gram-Vil
held at Pune on April 3-5.
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