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Dear Reader :
Namaskar !

The other day the Lokmanya Tilak and
Kesari-Maratha Trust presented the Lokmanya
Tilak Sanman Paritoshik to Shri Achyut
Patwardhan. The Award consisted of & citation
and a cash prize of Rs. 35,000. Never was an
honour so richly deserved.

Shri Achyut Patwardhan in turn has gifted
the entire amount to Deendayal Research
Institute, for its work in Gonda and Beed.
Nana Deshmukh, Chairman, DRI, has warmly
thanked Shri Patwardhan for this great appre-
ciation of DRI’s rural reconstruction work.

We bring you this month Shri B.B. Vohra's
urging for an all-party consensus on _Environ-
ment. Shri Vohra is Chairman, Advisory Board
on Energy.

We also bring_you late D.P. Singhal's
research piece on_“Mahatma Gandhi in the
London ‘Times' 1939-48."

DRI observed Independence Day with a
symposium on ‘Bharat, Akhand Bharat, Vishal
Bharat'. The report of the speeches will be
read with interest.

Pandit Deendayals birthday was observed
on September 25, with due solemnity

World Round-up this time brings you the
interesting news that China has rejected

:Rs. 50 leaders’ sons for leadership roles.
: Rs. 5
:£150r § 25.

Your sincerely,
e




Deendayalji : Thinker, Writer, Orator
Organiser, Leader, All in One

Ms. Jyoti Shukla rendering a Mira Bhajan. Seated
(L to R) Maheshji, Bhandariji, Malkaniji, Rajjubhaiya

On September 25, the Deendayal
Research Institute celebrated the 7Ist
birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya. The function was attended
by a galaxy of and BIP leaders,

Sarva Shri Bapurao Moghe,
Brahmadeva, Kushabhau ~Thakre and
Kailashpati Mishra, M.P.

It was presided over by Prof. Rajendra
Singh.

The function began with a Mira
Bhajan—and with Rajjubhaiya garland-

ing a portrait of Panditji

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Sundil
Singh Bhandari, V
said that Panditji bad spent the lastl
years of his life in politics. “Politics S8
Slippery ground. But Deendayalji is
remembered even in_political circles, 8
his principles-and personality. He has il
the impress of his life on us all, Al
like him is verily a Rishi. His lifedil
work are a beacon-light for us.”

Shri Mahesh Sharma said that Dee
dayalji was a powerful political thiskéh
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U section of the audience. Seated (R to L) Sarva Shri Prof. Vaswani, Kushabhau

Thakre, Kailash Pati Mishra, M P,

il political scientists were unaware of his

. This was so, only because

rendered in

figlish. That was a task that needed to
done urgently.

Shri Malkani said that Deendayalji
i thinker, writer, orator, leader and
fganiser, all rolled into one. It wasa
rare combination of talents. He said
fiaditji not only had a big mind, which
fare cnough, but a big heart, which is
rstill. And he was big not only in
fmatters but also in small ones. He
0 not mind his hair being cut bya

Sailen Ghosh, Bapurao Moghe.

pavement barber. According to him,
Muslim Indians were only ‘Mohamedi
Hindus’, for whom the portals of RSS
should open at the right time.

By temper, he was a  scholar. He
would have loved to browse in the DRI
Library.

We had lost such a gem of a man—an
Ajatashatru—in a mystery murder. We
can do justice to his sacred memory only
by following his example.

a




World Round-Up

China rejects VIP sons

The children of three of the top
Chinese leaders, including Deng Xiao-
ping’s oldest son, have been rejected as
delegates to the Communist Party Con-
gress. The rejections are widely scen as
an indication of growing resentment of
privileges received by relatives of party
cadres.

Deng Pufang, 43, son of the top leader,
and director-in-chief of the China Welfare
Fund for the Handicapped, is widely
credited with improving the lives of the
handicapped in China. He uses a wheel-
chair because of injuries suffered during
the cultural Revolution, when the Red
Guards pushed him out of a window.

The other two rejected nominees with
fathers in top leadership positions are
Chen Yuan, member of the Beijing muni-
cipal Communist party committee, and
Bo Xi-cheng, who heads the Beijing
branch of the China International Travel
Service.

Chen Yuan is the son of Chen Yun,
an influential economist and member of
the powerful standing committee of the
Politburo. Bo Xi-cheng is the son of Bo
Yibo, vice-chairman of the Party’s Central
Advisory Commission

The voters also rejected Chen Haosu,
a deputy mayor of Beijing who is the son
of a former foreign minister. Chen Haosu
and Chen Yuan are described as having
risen “like heli copters” in their careers.
Chinese intellectuals attribute a lack of
respect for authority partly to the fact
that many children of high-level offici
set bad examples, flouting laws and regu-
lations.

Civil Disobedience in America

Some Americans have been praci
civil disobedience against arms and 48
munition. The latest in the line i§
Brian Willson, 47, who had helped o
dinate  bombing raids in the Vieldd
War.

On Sept. 1, outside the Naval W
pons Station at Concord, Californidy
Willson committed no-violent civildh
obedience by kneeling on rail road (i
in an attempt to stop amunitions il
Instead of braking and halting, the G
operating the train rolled on. Othefs
the group of 25 protesters at the
who managed to clear away froml
tracks, said the train was nof
slowed.

ir. Willson was badly hurt

Such dissent is not uncommon,
is the stronger for it, not
consciences that are clearer. Sincell
more than 70 citizens have taken pé
18 Plowshares _disa
Thirty-seven college

clergy, social workers and others i
been locked away for disobeying
law

The prices they willingly pay aie8
thing but overnight slumber paili
the county jail. A Catholic priest i
Vg 18 years in a federal prison o
ing minor damage to a missileSl
Three others in the same protest

sentences of 18,10 and § years.

As Thoreau put it in ‘On theli
of Civil Disobedience’ :

ment which imprisons any

true place for a just man

(Continued on page 21)
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i THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVE-
MENT in India which, for all purposes,
liad its beginnings in 1972, the year of
the Stockholm Conference, is today 15
jears old. It would be appropriate, at
s point of time, to take stock of the
progress which the movement has made,
the kind of faces in the
fiture, and the manner in which these
Ghallenges may be met.
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One of the important gains made
during this period is the consensus that
s emerged with regard to the major
ich the country
begin with, our en-
Nionmental thinking took its cue from
ile developed countries and perceived
lic control of industrial pollution and
il preservation of the threatened species

badly hurt.

it, not h
 clearer. § of both flora and fauna—as important
shave taken partin favironmental objectives. However, when

llis matter was gone into by the Tiwari
Committee in 1980 and later by the
Mitional Committee on Environmental
Blanning (NCEP) during 1981-83, two
filer objectives which have a great rele-
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¢ students, parents
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India, and indeed for most
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Let There Be All-Party Consensus
On Environment

rman, Advisory Board on Energy

is not a dispensable luxury but something
which is vital for the country’s long-term
interests and indeed survival. The
to preserve the country’s production base
and to combat industrial pollution and
nsanitation in the interest of public
health is self-evident. However, the
doubts which were at one stage enter-
tained with regard to wild-life protection,
rather elitist pastime—indulged in
by people who considered tigers to be
more important than human beings—
have since largely disappeared. It is now
widely acknowledged that the conserva-
tion of the species is not something that
needs to be taken up merely for acsthetic
and cultural considerations, important
enough though these are, but also for the
severely practical reason that the pre-
servation of genetic diversity must be
ensured for solving the problems of
human health and welfare which may
arise in the future, and cannot be even
visualised today. The recent dramatic
advances in bio-technology have indeed
invested this matter with a_special signi-
ficance.

need

asa

Another development which deserves
to be noticed is the slow but steady pro-
gress which has been made during the
last 15 years towards the creation of
institutional arrangements for the pro-
The setting
up of the National Committee for En-
vironmental Planning and Coordination
(NCEPC) in 1972 was followed a little
later by the creation of the Central and
State Pollution Control Boards. Thanks
to the pioneering work  done by the
NCEPC in carrying out various environ-

ion of the environment.
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All Party Election Manifestos
pledged to protect the Environment

mental studies and spreading the mes

of environmental protection, all major
political parties included, in their election
manifestoes for the 1980 ¢lections, pled-
ges to protect the environment and main-
tain the ecological balance. Although
the Department of Environment has seen
five Secretaries during its brief existence
of less than seven years, and only two of
them have worked on a full-time  basis,
it has nevertheless been able to make it-
self felt in a new and largely uncharted
field of activity.

During the last decade and a half, the
environmental movement has  also
received legislative recognition in the
shape of laws for the prevention of water
and air pollution. The promulgation of
the Environment (Protection) Act of 1986
is a particularly important development
as it secks to make the agencies responsi-
ble for the monitoring and control of
pollution more effective by conferring
greater powers on them than they
hitherto enjoyed.

have

The movement has also gained some
strength and credibility through the
implementation of a number of program-
mes of environmental management,
Project Tiger was initiated in 1973 and
has succeeded in its objective of a
threatened species and with it, the ccolo-
gical balance of the concerned national
parks and sanctuaries. The saving of the
Silent Valley from submergence by an
irrigation and hydel project and the pro-
tection of the Taj against air pollution—
caused not only by the Mathura Refinery

but also by local
among

industrial units=
the other achievements for Wi
the movement can legitimately take Gl
A large number of environmental
assessment studies have been madeiil
sed to advantage

More recently, the movement
national
mental

Minister

programmes of great envif
significance  which the P
announced in J 5

campaign in

Prime Minister ha

ecological and ~ socio-economic Gl
faced by the ation. While the forii
project highlights the need to curb indd
trial and municipal pollution, the il
serves to stress the need to make bel
use of our natural resources.

But perhaps the most gratifyi
feature of the current environmental S
is the very significant improvement i
level of popular awareness regardi
environmental matters which has (i
place since 1972. This awareness is (O
particularly welcomed because it o8
tutes the best possible guarantee thatd
a period of time an

opiniorr  will, make in ' necessary
Governments, both at the Centre and
the States, to tackle the country’s pres
environmental problems. It must ho¥
be stated that this achievement could®

and dedicated environmentalists.




September, 1987

Although the gains which have been
made by the environmental movement
uring (he last 15 years are by no means
iconsiderable these must not be viewed
in isolation but in the context of the
hallenges which lie ahead. These, as we
Shall see in a moment, are enormous in
Size as well as compiexity and will require
4 tremendous effort to overcome

As far as the protection of wildlife is
foncerned, our record is something we
Gin be proud of. There are today over
800 National Parks, Sanctuaries and
Biosphere Reserves and more are being
Planned. However, the lessons contained
i the recent incidents at Ranthambhore
fiad Bharatpur should not be lost sight of.
it must be realised that effective
Dotection of sanctuaries, parks and
fserves will, in the last resort, be possi-
Ble only if the mounting pressures of
licreasing human and animal populations
such areas are kept under reasonable
This, in turn, can be done only
management of our land and
resources— including forest and
fisture resources—is vastly improved and
fiin particular, an effective solution is
to the problem of excessive
flinbers of animals trying to graze off
s which already stand degraded. If
liese conditions are not fulfilled, there
fiic bound, in the long run, to be violent
ishes between the guardians of our
llmaintained reserves and sanctuaries
i villagers in search of pasture. The
oint to note is that the protection of
ictuaries  against intrusions is some-
ing which, in the long run, will be

the
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possible only if conditions in the areas
surrounding them do not become too
desperate.

As far as sanitation and the
provision of clean drinking water are
concerned, these tasks are being under-
taken through time-bound programmes
by State Public Health and Water Supply
Organizations. However, it is necessary
to look beyond the statistics of targets
and achievements compiled by these
authorities and recognise the fact that
sanitary  conditions are deteriorating
rapidly in almost all towns and cities,
primarily because of the continued
influx of the rural poor who set up slum
colonies and even start living on paye-
ments in search of livelihood. Municipal
bodies are finding it increasingly difficult
fo cater even to the minimum sanitary
needs of such immigrants. Open defeca-
tion and urination have become familiar
sights in and around slums, and con-
stitute a grave threat to public health.

It s futile to imagine that the pro-
blems created by the influx of the rural
poor into urban areas can be effectively
tackled so long as it continues unchecked.
The basic fact must be recognised that
the management of urban areas can not
be divorced from that of their rural
hinterlands and in making a greater
success of our rural ~development pro-
grammes, so that poor and idndless far-
mers may find gainful employment in
their own villages. Success in this field
will however require a major shift in
strategy. Instead of frittering away large

Ranthambhore and Bharatpur warnings
on the rights of village cattle~men
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Let us first clean up Pilgrim
Centres, Railway Stations etc.

sums of money in penny packets, so to
say, on a bewildering variety of integrat-
ed rural development schemes, rural
employment generation schemes, ~special
area development schemes, and poverty
alleviation schemes, a concentrated and
determined effort must be made to con-
solidate and use all available funds and
surplus manpower to create—as was done
in Mao’s China—permanant productive
assets aimed at improving the manage-
ment and productivity of the local natur-
al resources of land, water and vegetation
Experience has shown that whenever
such an effort has been made it has made
50 much difference to local incomes that
not only have the poor stopped moving
into urban areas but have even started
returning to their villages

Problems of rural immigration apart,
it must be admitted that if insanitation
and filth are so much a part of the Indian
scene, this is basically because we are
not sufficiently intolerant of such condi-
tions—in turn because most of us have
known nothing better. In such a situation,
‘Project Ganga’ needs to be urgently
supplemented by a nation-wide cleanli-
ness drive which should aim at the trans
formation, in the first instance, of all
religious places and pilgrim centres into
models of cleanliness and then go on to
tackle railway
government off

stations, bus stands,
and shopping centres
cte.—in briefall the places where people
congregate for one purpose or the other.
It is only when people have been exposed
to cleanliness and have learnt to appreci

ate it, that they will cooperate in cleaning

up their own surroundings and will alig8
demand that municipal bodies  should
show greater interest and efficiency in (i
proper coilection and disposai of huma
and domestic wastes.

As far as industrial pollution is con
cerned, while a commendable job of Work
has been done by the Departmentdl
Environment in making environmentdl
impact assessment studies and ensufigg
that no new big industries are allowed {0
come up which do not have builli
systems for pollution abatement and coi
trol, the problem of controlling pollution
contributed by small new units and bi
existing plants has so far eluded solutiony
The 1986 Act will undoubtedly giig
greater legal powers to State Pollie
tion Boards and other concerned authofi
ties to penalise offenders. However, il
must be recognised that punitive actiof
alone will not suffice. If we are redllf
scrious about controlling industrial pold
lution, the carrot must be used along
with the stick. In other words, offendifg
plants must be assisted—by way of boll
suitable technical advice and soft loans=
to instal pollution control devices witlf
prescribed periods failing  which el
must be penalised on a progressive scdlé
till they fall in line. This approall
will, however,”. require a great deal of
organisational effort as  well &
money, both of which it will take fime
to arrange. We need not, therefore
entertain any undue hope that the conis
rol of industrial pollution is around e
corner. The control of air pollution

caused by vehicular will also 8
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fequice a very great deal of effort and
money as it will involve the inspection of
millions of vehicles and the rectification
of engines which function poorly.

While on this subject, the thought
must cross one’s mind whether it would
be at all wise to set up large inspectorates
for pollution control without making sure
fhat these do not—like several oth-r inspe-
Gorates that one can think of—become
breeding grounds for corruption and
inefliciency. It would perhaps be a good
iea to subject such agencies to close and
onstant supervision by local environ-
mental authorities as well as some desig~
ated non-official environmental groups.

Let us now turn to the most impor-
fant clement in environmental protection:
i proper management of our natural
fesources.  The situation in this field is
iost alarming indeed. It must be stated,
e at the risk of repetition, that fully
Rone-third of our total land resources of
866 mh which have any potential for
biotic production are today lyin
@mpletely unproductive. Another one-
lhird are degraded to a greater or lesser
egree and are, therefore, only partially
Boductive. The country has lost a great
deal of its forest cover. What is more,
fifthe rather less than 30 mh of good
filural forests which remain to us, at
st 1.5 mh are still being lost every
r. In most parts of the country, the
Bss of tree cover is so severe that it has
Sulted in an unprecedented shortage of
i for cooking and is forcing people to
cow-dung—which is far more valuable
4 fertiliser—as a_substitute fuel. The
fintinued denudation of water sheds has
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stripped them of enormous quantities of
precious top soil and has led to excessive
run-off losses during the monsoon season.
It is this situation which explains the
premature siltation of our reservoirs as
well as the recurring floods and droughts,
which are increasing both in frequency
and severity, from which we suffer. In
canal irrigated lands the efficiency of
water utilisation is only a fraction of
what it should be; besides very consi-
derable areas have been lost to water-
logging and salinisation. Finally, our
over-worked ground water resources,
which today constitute a more important
source of irrigation than big surface pro-
jects, are seriously threatened by deple-
tion in many areas, largely as a _result of
excessive run-off losses on denuded lands.
The present position is that while some
progress has definitely been made on the.
afforestation front, very little is being
done to conserve soil and water by pre.
venting. excessive run-off losses or to deal
with the menace of water-log

It must be stated that the overall
situation in this field continues to be
alarming in the extreme and s inflicting
grievous damage on the national
economy—damage which can perhaps be
best compared to the effect which an un-
checked hacmorrhage has on the health
of ahuman body. It must, therefore, be
tackled with the utmost vigour and—to
use a hackneyed phrase—on a war-foot-
ing. It may be mentioned, in this con
nection, that if we are today the 1ith
poorest country in the world in a list of
126, this is largely because of our failure
to manage our natural resources properly.

We need more voluntary workers

and not those corrupt inspectors
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Natural afforestation much better

than so-called social forestry

Even in the field of forestry which is
receiving a great deal of attention thes

days, the situation is such that inspite of
all our efforts the rate at which new
plantations are being established is still
only around 1.7mh per annum and is
thus only marginally higher than the
reported rate of depletion of 1.5mh per
annum. Considering that not all the new
plantations will survive to maturity, and
that maturity is in any case several years
away, the danger of our losing all our
remaining forests before new ones come
up to take their place is very great indeed.
We therefore, "view the threat of
deforestation and des

utmost seriousness and evolve new res-
ponses while there is yet some time to do

must,

so.

What form should these
take ? The very first thing that the
tion demands is that all further illegal and
unauthorised fellings should be  stopped
at all costs. Today such fellings are going
on in all parts of the country
of official instructions to the contrary.
This is hardly surprising considering the
very great laxity that has crept into our
political and administrative machineries
at all levels but particularly at the field
level, the level which matters most.
Since what is at stake is the very survival
of thelcountry, it should not be impos-
sible for the Government to consult all
political parties and evolve a col
with regard to the manner in which
present should be stemmed.
stemmed it must be, and as quickly as
possible, however drastic the methods
that may have to be used.

responses
tua-

regardless

the
rot

The second matter which must 1e6
urgent attention is how the pace of ali§
station can be stepped up quicklys

now we have had enough experienceil
social forestry and wasteland develog
ment projects to know that “man-madé
forests cost anything from Rs. S000M8
Rs. 10,000 per hectare, depending upd
local conditions, to plant and maindl
for the first three critical years.

this cost is much too high to permitd
arge-scale afforestation to be takemlig
hurry, it
made”

ina is clear that the %
forest route to the restoratiof
vegetal cover to our bare landsiso
viable answer to our problem

Fortunately, there is an alternd
route available. It lies in making Ui
the powerful forces of natural regelii
tion, by creating conditions in which
can operate. This means, in effech
denuded lands must be. effectively i
tected against the ravages of grazingdl
browsing animals. Experience has sho
that in all fenced-off are: ol
of natural growth of grasses, shrubsal
trees takes place—through  seeds alf
in the soil or borne by the wind or el
ried through bird and animal droppingss
if only animals are not allowed {08
them up or trample them underfod
while they are still tender.

Such a strategy requires thal
seemingly intractable problem of undoi
trolled grazing by local or nomadio i
must be squarely faced if we are lof8
store vegetal cover to our bare soilsl
cost the country can afford and at a sp
which will enable us to win the i
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against time in which we are engaged. It
eeds to be emphasised, in this connec-
tion, that once the vicious circle created
by animals trying to feed off over-exploit-
ed and  exhausted lands is broken, the
potected  lands produce enough grasses
within the course of a season or two to
enable the animals to be stall-fed ata
much higher level of nutrition.

Hope lies in  the fact that unproduc-
five lands can be protected and regenerat-
& at little cost if entire village communi-
fes cooperate with one another in an
eflort to control grazing and to simul-
flancously conserve local resources of
lind  and However,  such
operation is forthcoming only where
fie landless and the poor are given a fair
Bhare in the additional production from
the land —whether in the form of trees or
Biusscs—and  in the additional water
fhich becomes available asa result of
Better land management. Such conditions
an, however, only be created quickly
fough if the necessary effort, both at
focial and administrative levels, is made
by a revitalised administration at the
eld level

water.

The Third initiative which needs to

taken is to launch a country-wide
inpaign to minimize both soil and run-
il losses by carrying out, on as extensive
fscale as possible, works like contour
fienching, contour bunding and terracing
ud the construction of numberless small
Blorages—ideally one in every mini catch-

o that there may be enoug

foisture in. the soil to support natural
gencration and so that we may be rid
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of the scourge of recurring droughts and
floods.

Ata time when district administration
is badly run down and has touched
an all-time low—in many states District
Collectors are not allowed to remain on
their jobs for more than a year on the
average—it goes without saying that such
new and far-reaching initiatives can have
1o chance of success, assuming of course,
that they get taken in the first place. But
if we mean business, everything that
comes in the way of better resource
management must be swept away ruth-
lessly. We must think and act big if we
are to get out of the ecological nose-dive

which we find ourselves today. There
is, for instance, no reason why the require-
ments of the present crisis situation should
not lead us to carry out a drastic revamp-
ing of district administration. Why
should not districts be manned by officers
with, say, 15 to 20 years service, instead of
by those with a mered to 6 years
experience? Why should not a District
Collector remain on the job for at least
five years and why should not his work
be invested once again with the import-
ance and the glamour that it deserves ?
Why cannot districts be once again made
into viable and dynamic units of admini-
stration through a real devolution of
powers by way of democratic decentrali-
sation and made capable of hancling
the difficult but infinitely rewarding work
of resource management at the only level
which is relevant for this purpose?

In the ultimate analysis it will all boil
down to whether we can generate the

Let experienced Civilians man
districts for 3-5 years each
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Let GOI set an example in Delhi
Jfor the whole country to follow

collective political and administrative will
to save oursclves from certain disaster.
The answer to this question has necessa-
ily to be in the affirmative for no one in
his right mind chooses the path of suicide.
The time has indeed arrived for the
Government of India to take the strongest
possible initiatives in this field. Consider-
ing that the maintenance of the ecological
stability of the country—and, therefore, of
its ability to sustain future generations—is
at least as important a responsibility as
the protection of its political _integrity
and unity, there should be no hesitation
in taking the most stringent measures
necessary for preventing any further deg-
radation of our natural resources. This
matter is also of such a_non-controversial
nature that one can be sure that if it is
properly explained to them, all political
parties would rally to the Government’s
support in taking whatever steps are fe

1o be necessary

1 have said enough to indicate what
are the most important issues in each of
the four major areas of environmental
concern. 1 would now like to briefly
touch on some other matters of relevance
to the environmental movement

Almost all the programmes which
need to be taken up for environmental
protection and improvement fall within
the sphere of responsibility of State
Governments.  These
however, have so far not taken much
interest in such programmes, whether for
lack of funds or lack of concern or for
both reasons. While it is true that State
Governments are being advised to pay

Governments,

attention to environmental matters, i
needs to be recognised that such exhortd®
tions will begin to be taken scriously ol
when the movement achieves a certi
ee of credibility and is also backed
by adequate plan allocations. At thi§
rather difficult stage, it would help the
cause greatly if the Centre could sta
practising what it preaches in the fer
torial and functional areas for which if
bears direct responsibility i.c. the Unioi
Territories and the Central departmentdl
or public sector undertakings. According
to this approach, the Centre should
ensure that the city of Delhi does nof
contribute any untreated sewage to {8
Yamuna, that its vehicles and industrdh
plants do not pollute the air, that all {hg
denuded lands in the Union Territory a8
clothed in vegetation, that all its sl
colovies enjoy a modicum of sanitaf
facilities, and that there are enough vell
sited and well-managed public latrinesi
the cily to make open defecation 4l
urination a thing of the past. Similay
the Central Government should make'if
obligatory for all the numerous industridl
enterprises under its direct control—rangd
ing from steel mills to paper mills=i0
adopt efficient pollution control measutes
Such an approach would not cnly establi
the Centre’s ~ credibility in the fieldoff
environmental protection and equip if
with a great deal of expertise and
cal knowledge necessary for providiogl
proper leadership to the States in i}
rather new field, but also create a religblé
data base for estimating the order off
investments which would be required 0
deal with various environmental problems
on a countrywide basis. Needless {0
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To many

ention, such a data base would have a

Very sobering effect on people who
imagine that the protection of the
environment requires little more than
od intentions.

Another matter which needs to be
lconsidered - carefully is the exact role
Department of Environment

in the management of the
environment.  The central issue s
Whether this Department should play the
fole basically of a keeper of the country’s
@vironmental conscience, a watch-dog
lind a gad-fly, so to say, or whether it
Should be burdened with administrative
tesponsibilities pertaining to the imple-
mentation of assorted environmental
programmes. It would appear that the
Department is moving in the latter direc-
fion and has already accepted responsi-
bility for the control of industrial
pllution and the cleaning of the Ganga.
There are two dangers inherent in such a
fole which need to be carefully weighed
lfore a conscious decision is taken in
ihis regard. First, will not growing
ladministrative responsibilities make the
Department ignore the wood for the trees
nd lessen its capacity to act as a ‘think
ik’ in a field of activity which is still
ather new and uncharted 2 Second, and
lmore importantly, even if the role of an
environmental ‘think tank’ is given to a
body like the National Committee on
Environmental Planning, as recommended
by the Tiwari Committee, will not the
direct involvement of the Department in
programme formulation and implementa-
fion offer a most welcome alibi to other
lepartments and organisations of the
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men, too meny weapons
but too few trees...

Government for inaction on the environ-
mental front? And this at a time when
there is a clear need to involve as large a
number of people and organisations as
possible in environmental protection

There are two other rather sobering
thoughts that may be mentioned in
passing, in order to remove any lingering
hopes which some people may entertain
that there are any shortcuts to environ-
mental protection or that it can be
achieved in a painless manner, without
having to take, and what is more, imple-
ment, hard decisions. First, what kind
of an environment can we hope for, so
long as our population continues to grow
at over 2% per annum and threatens to
reach the 1000 m. mark by 2000 AD and
to double itself from its present level of
around 800 million, before it stops
growing? Shold not population control be,
therefore considered as a fifth area of
environmental concern? Second, will the
environmental movement ever have at its
disposal the kind of financial resources it
requires, unless there is a marked reduc-
tion in tensions both at home and abroad
so that we may find it possible to divert
to more productive purposes some part
of the enormous expenditures that are
being incurred today on the maintenance
of internal and external security? This is
a problem that is bothering environmen-
talists everywhere, for while the global
expenditure on defence has reached the
$ 1000 billion a year mark, there seems to
be never enough money, even in the West,
for improving the environment.

o




“Bharat, Akhand Bharat, Vishal Bharat'”
Independence Day in D.R.I.

THE DEENDAYAL  RESEARCH
INSTITUTE  celebrated  Independence
Day this year with a discussion on ‘Bharat
Akband Bharat, Vishal Bharat.” Among
fhose present was Prof. Rajendra Singh
of RSS.

In the course of his welcoming
Words, Shri Mahesh Sharma, Secretary,
DRI, said that recently the great Sindh
leader, G.M. Syed, was here. He very
iuch wanted Kabir’s Dohas and -Mira’s
Bhajans in Urdu sript. We tried the
Whole book market of Delhi but we could
ot get the same. Urdu was born in this
land; but today even classics like these are
10t available in Urdu script. Here is one
nall indicator of our failure at national
integration.

Maheshji then invited Jyoti
1o render Mira’s bhajan “Payo ri
Ram Rattan Dhan Payo,” which
beautifuily.

Shukla
mein ne

she did

Speaking on the subject, Maheshji
said : Today the concepts of Country,
Nation, State have all got mixed up. We
il grieve that the country has been par-
fitioned. The country is the same; the
People are the same; the culture, with all
is varicty, is the same; only the state
s been divided. However, even so, the
‘Indian Unior astate is larger than
iy state of India in history, whether of
Ashoka or of Akbar. Formerly, we used
o have hundreds of states under a Chakra-
warti King. Today we have just eight in
s area — Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bharat,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Burma, Sri
Lanka.

The only difference is that in the old
States the armies were confined (o forts;

today we have these “nation states”, with
armies on the frontiers. Also, formerly,
men moved freely, from one state to
another; today they can’t. Not to talk of
Kabul, which is nearer to Delhi than
Bombay, we can't visit even Lahore. The
concept of nation State has divided the
world.  So we have the funny situation
of a man born as Indian, growing up as a
Pakistani and dying as a Bangladeshi.

Actually, the land, the people and the
culture are vastly portant than
governments and_ armies and “‘borders.”
And so born between the
Himalaya and the seas, will be “Bhara-
tiya”, whatever the political arrangement.
Cultural nationalism is real and abiding;
nation-states are a variable phenomenon,
we are all children of Bharat Mata,
whether we are Pakhtoons and Baluchis,
Gujeratis and Maharashtrians or Tamils
and Telugus. Akhand Bharat means noth-
ing less and nothing more than the indi~
visibility of the children of Mother India.
Muslim Indians are also Hindu. Shri
Guruji described them as ‘Hindu Mus-
lim’; Shri Deendayalji, as ‘Mohammed-
Panthi.” We need men like Ganesh
Shankar Vidyarthi, who died to stop
Hindu-Muslim violence in Kanpur

more

whoever is

SHRI AHMED RASHID SHERWANI,
industrialist and educationist, said he was
all for Akhand Bharat aud Vishal Bharat,
But we have to have the necessary vision.

A few years back ‘Organiser” regretted
that while the birthdays of Jesus and
Mohammed were holidays in India, that
of Rama was not. I penned a letter to the
editor, saying that a more positive attitude
would have been to say that it was good
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Sherwani Ji’s 500 articles urging
Reunion of India & Pakistan

that Jesus and Mohammed Jayantis were
being officially observed, and that Sri
Ram Jayanti should also be similarly
observed. 1 am glad the letier was
published.

Geo-culturally, Tndia is one. Although
Jslam permits polygamy and easy divorce,
the two things are not any commoner
among Muslims than among Hindus.
Indeed the word ‘Talag’ (divorce) is
{aboo in all good Muslim homes. At
times a fantastic amount of rupees one
crore is prescribed as ‘Mehr’, to render
divorce just impossible. Also, Muslims
highly regard Ganga-jal for its purity and
sanctity. This our geo-cultural unity can
promote political unity also, if we establish
a healthier State-Central relationship, and
give more powers 0 the states.

Muslims can’t ask for a communal
Pakistan and then demand a secular India.
Hindus cannot treat Muslims as unclean,
and then expect them to join the national
mainstream

I have written some 500 articles urg-
ing re-union. Although T have received
many critical letters, I have also received
many appreciative letters. Partition was
demanded mostly by UP-Bibar Muslims,
and they have been hurt by it the most.

Sometime back 1 was in Lahore. I
met Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, a
potential Prime  Minister of Pakistan.
He talked of a reunited India all the
time ; he can’t forget Delhi and Bombay,
Calcutta and Madras. Nasrullah told me

the future of India and Pakistan is links
ed; if Khyber is insecure, Delhi can't be
secure for long.

We must develop mutual trust and
respect. Muslims can’t quarrel with {8
multiplicity of Hindu gods, since thefy
too, have many Ferishtas (angels)s
Hindus can’t be described as ‘Kafitsy
since Hindus are also believers in GOl
Likewise Hindus should not treat Muss
lims as Mlechhas or Yavanas. If wedd
that, Akhand Bharat and Vishal Bharal
can certainly be realised.

SHRI SAILEN GHOSH, well knowll
intellectual, said semantic errors hae
created very serious problems. Hinduist
is not a religion—it was, and is, only &
federal or confederal principle of co-exi
tence of religions. Our ancestors. Weil
great integrators. The legends thel
popularised made different religious seci
feel they were worshippers of the samé
Divine Power.  Thus Saivism, Vaishnas
vism, Shaktism came to so absorb elemenl§
from one another that each worshippéts
became worshipper of Vishnu, Shiva ad
Shakti and the sectarian differences virtul
ly disappeared. T sometimes feel the word
““Hindu’’ should have covered all Indian$
or none at all; But there was a genul

problem. It arose when religions originés
ting outside India, came to this counts
and spurned the confederal principle o
co-existence, to proclaim that they Wt
superior. They did not like to call themss
selves Hindus under the co-existence
principle. The people of India who a8
advanced far on the way to integrationy
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on the other hand, could not be called
simply Shaivas or Vaishnavas or Shaktas.
Absorption hud gone far too deep in
them. The new conquerors started calling
only the people under the umbrella of
co-existence principle, “Hindus”. Thus,
aphilosophy of religions came to be
pictured as a religion. I wish all Indians
vere national like Gaganendranath

Tagore who had embraced Christianity
and used to call himself “a Hindu Bengali
Christian”, meaning thereby an Indian
Christian from Bengal.

Now-a-days, fanatics shorn of huma-
tism, are being called “fundamentalists”.
This is another semantic error. These
bigots are really “externalists” concerned
With the externals of their religion. They
&n also be called “‘appearantialists”,
wncerned  with mere  appearance.
They are untrue to the fundamentals of
their religion. They can be countered
Only when we refer them to the funda-
meatal values of their religion. To call
fhem “fundamentalists’, is to glorify
them,

We utter the names of Gandhi and
Nelru in the same breath, knowing full
fWell that they stood for very different
things. While Gandhiji stood for decent-
ilisation, Nehru stood for centralisation
bf power; while Gandhi stood for deve-
Hlopment in harmony with Nature, Nehru
filo0d for development the Western way,
bliat is by “conquering” Nature. While

All these

products of confusion  of our
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thoughts. It is necessary to stop this
messing-up.

Yet another confused concept s
““Secularism™. It goes only half the way.
It only proclaims non-discrimination
between religions at the State level. Does
our task end there, when we know that
there is a deep divide among the people?
The idea should be “harmonisation”.
For this, it is necessary to know the
tenets of one’s own religion and basic
principles of the neighbour’s religion.
Those who bypass religion in the belief
that, with industrialisation, religion will
be marginalised, and that it is, therefore,
not necessary to know the traditions,
really leave the field free for bigoted
maulvis and Bhindranwales. If commu-
nalism is so strong today, it is due to the
incomplete (half-baked) concept of
““Secularism”. Secularism is negative, for
it does not engage the followers of diffe-
rent religions in dialogues and mutual
understanding. To illustrate how import-
ant it is to know the teachings of religions
in sufficient detail, I shall mention an
event from any personal life. In my
younger days, I wasa peasant organiser.
I'had read the Koran and the legends
popular in the Islamic world. 1 had also
known the scriptures and legends that
had originated in India. In 1946, when
communal frenzy was at its height, I
stood between the feuding Hindu and
Muslim mobs, in an_area called Mather
Dighi in 24-Pargands District, quoted
from their respective scriptures and
appealed for amity. At the end of it, the
Muslims came to guard the Durga Puja
pandal and the Hindus guarded the mos-

Our half-baked Secularism
makes for communalism




(L to R) Mahesh Sharma, A.R
ques against defilement. Those who by-
pass religions, cannot premote harmoni-
sation.

Without a trace of communalism in
my mind, I can say that communal
scparatism is much deeper among the
Muslims than among the Hindus. That
hy when 1 find a genuinely non-com-
munal Muslim, I give him or her greater
respect because it is far more difficult  to
be, non-communal among bigots. But
my grievance against these non-communal
Muslims is that even they avoid _explain-
ing that Islam’s identification with the
concept of state power has been debasing
the religion itself. The original purpose
of integrating religion with state activities
had a laudable objective. It was, that
piety would have to permeate all world

Manthan

Sherwani Sailen Ghosh, Malkani

activities. But today, everywhere, (his
inter-twining of religion with politics ha

been working in the opposite direction:

The controllers of state are also contral
ling the religious affairs through. theif
prot

India must become a truly federal
state, instead of practising “‘modified
federalism’ which_is more oriented  fos
wards unitarism. Here, -again, there is &
semantic error, causing a confusion of
thought. The Union Government should

called Federal government; it should
never be called *“Central” government, To
call it “Centre” amounts to vestingi
with decisive power in all respects, reducs
ing State governments and local adminiss
trations to mere peripherals. In my!
concept there ought to be different tiers
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A view of the audience with Prof
of government with demarcated functions
~Block government, District government,
State government, Federal government
Each should be paramount in its own
sphere. T would like the federal govern-
ment to deal with only Foreign Affairs,
Defence, Currency, Foreign Trade, Space
Rescarch and, maybe, one or (wo other
things. Many of the things which are now
monopolised by the federal government,
should be the domain of Inter-zonal and
Inter-state councils. The concept of deve-

lopment based primarily on ecological
iesources and renewable forms of energy,
Will make the role of grass-root level

governments and the district governments
teally vital. When we practice ne
federalism, it will reconcile sub-national
identities with national identity and forge
an  unbreakable national unity. All

Rajendra Singh in foreground
groups, all religions and ethnic communi-
ties by virtue of such decentralisation, will
come to share power.

Mr. Sherwani has talked of a strong
urge among some Pakistani politicians
for a re-unification with India. If we
practise genuine federalism this urge will
grow stronger. { strongly believe that real
autonomy of sub-national identities within
the context of one.national ideitity, will
be the solution of both Xidia’s and her
neighbours’ problems. The people of
Pakistan are people of our own stock
During the Indo-Pak war of 1965, when
We were hearing stories of heroism of
both sides, I cried. If we could have
remained united, we would have been on
top of the world. Yet, it is not for us the
people on this side, to talk of reunifi
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tion, for that would create suspicion and
misunderstanding. If ever the people of
Pakistan feel for a federation or con-
federation based on autonomy of sub-
national and linguistic identities, it will
be for them to broach the s bject

K.R. MALKANI: You might wonder
why we are discussing Akhand Bharat
and Vishal Bharat, when it is a problem
keeping simple Bharat together, when we
have serious problems in Punjab and
Darjeeling. Fact, however, is that these
latter problems are not really serious,
they are basically the result of political
mismanagement. And as for Akhand
Bharat, there are distinct possibilities.
Settled facts have been unsettled; and
unsettled facts, settled. There s probably
1o decade in recorded history when
states frontiers have not expanded or
contracted

Many people say that Akhand Bharat
Will mean many more Muslims in' India,
Who are already a major problem. Fact
is that the problem arises from our con-
cepts of majority and minority; once we
realise we are all brothers, children of
Bharat Mata, the problem melts away.

In pre-British times, princes fought at
times in the name of ‘religion’. People as
such didn’t fight. The kind of Hindu-
Muslim mob killing that recently took

Mantha

place in Meerut, was unknown even
hundred years ago. Even Muslim prif
ces celebrated Dusschra and  Divally
Vasant and Holi.

Muslims no doubt asked for Partitiony
out of fear and zidd, It was a very serio
mistake on their part. But let it be redli
sed that, in the process of partitionigg}
India, they also trifurcated ~themselyess
Partition was a British Plan; and Must
lims were only foolish enough  to bite e
bait. Wali Khan's “Untold Story of Parli
tion” is a well-documented account of
British conspiracy. Mullahs were hifel
for Rs. 10-15 a-piece a month to spread
Hindu-Muslim poison: Churchill condiet

“‘keep a bit of India”. In any frec voteit
Pakistan, Sind, Baluchistan and NWRR
would opt for Independence. Even Wesl
Punjab is now very conscious of iy
“Panjabiat’, which again is only a locl
variant of Indianism.

Time does not have a stop; History
does not have an end. Let us have a sense
of history to defeat this imperialist con
spiracy. Hindus and Muslims in Indig
and Pakistan are one people. We must
all open our. hearts and let the light ol
love illumine our mind (“Khol Bandk
Hridaya Dwar, Prema Kiran Aaye.”) I W8
have this vision, the future is bright. @

SRR

I CALL the Bharatiya Mussalmans as ‘Hindu Muslim’
Let them follow their own religion faithfully and hones-
tly, butin the national context, we all shall have to be

integrated and united,

—SHRI GURUJT
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(Continued from page 10)
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Animals are great Pharmacists

Scientists are reporting their first
successes in genetically transforming ani-
mals 5o that they can produce drugs and
other useful substances in their milk.
While the technique is still in the carly
stages of development, it could one day
fun farm animals into living factories,
producing  pharmaceuticals,  industrial
enzymes and food additives.

“You would only need tens, or at
most, hundreds of cows to produce the
World’s supply of some valuable drugs,”
wid Alan E. Smith, vice president and
scientific director of Integrated Genetics
Inc.

The biotechnology company in Fram-
ingham, Massachusetts, has succeeded in
genetically engineering mice so that their
milk contains tissue plasminogen acti-
yator, or TPA, which is expected to
become an important drug for the treat-
ment of victims of heart attacks. The
esults are to be published in the Novem-
bet issue of the journal Bio-Technology.

A rescarch team from the Institute of
Animal Physiology and Genetics Research
in Edinburgh reported last month in the
Journal Nature that it implanted a gene
for a sheep protein in mice as a test and
that the mice produced the protein in
their milk.

“Building Sickness”

People who feel ill at work and fine
jithome, may not be allergic to work,
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but to their work place. According to
recent studies, they could be suffering
from “Building sickness”, with symp-
toms that the World Health Organiza-
tion lists as irritation of the nose, eyes
and throat, headaches and lethargy.
When workers leave the office, they leave
the symptoms behind.

A report by Building Use Studies
Ltd, a London-based consulting firm
izing in design and

problems in buildings, confirms previous
findings that building sickness is wide-
spread. It found that among 4,363
workers in 46 buildings in Britain, 80
per cent believed they had symptoms of
building-related sickness that disappear-
ed once they got home.

“There is no single cause,” said Dr.
Alistair Robertson, a chest doctor at the
East Birmingham Hospital and an autho-
rity on building sickness. *‘Some people
think it’s due to odors, some think it's
high temperatures, dust, volatile organic
components or chemicals”—such as _for-
maldehyde, which is found in carpets and
modern office furniture—*“smoking or
non-psychological factors.”

But experts agree that there are real
environmental factors in buildings that
can cause illness. Air conditioning emer-
ges as a major culprit, The “healthiest’”
buildings do not have heating or cooling
systems; windows actually open and are
not tinted.

Some building managers say that
many cooling and heating systems are
being operated  improperly to save
moncy. “The main problem over the
last few years has been encrgy conserva-
tion,” said Mr. Dunlea of MTM Ltd. in
London. “In addition, more and more
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offices getting
result of energy conservation

overcrowded. The
and over-

are
crowding means stale air.”

Where Fathers of Twelve,
Don’t Need to Work!

st month France was pleased that
French families now have an average of
184 babies. This was the third year of
tise from- the lowest ever of 1.78 in 1983,
OF course even this is way behind the
goal of 2.1, which alone can ensure main-
tenance of the present French population
of 5.5 crores.

Even families with 2 kids get'$ 200 a
month from the government until one of
them comes of age. If you have 12 child-
Ten, you can get so many allowances, you
can live comfortably withour having to do
any other job !

Except Ireland (2.54) populations are
declinging all over Western Europe. West
Germany has 1.36 babies, East Germany
1.7, Spain 1.65, Sweden 1.74 and ltaly
1.4,

What worries Frenchmen even more
is that about 129 babies born in France,
are not French, but Algerian, Muslim,
‘Le Figaro’ some time back published on
its cover ‘Marianne,’ the symbol of
France, complete with the French Tricol-
our, but wearing a Muslim veil. The
caption read: “Will France still be French
in the year 2015 AD ?”

Ravi Batra hits headlines in USA

Believe it or not, but-an Anand Margi
is making economic waves in USA. Ravi
Batra, 44," a  professor ' at Southern
Methodist University, Los “Angeles, has

come out

hmx-\cllcr on the New York Times! o
fiction list Ravi's royalties are rolling il

The  book’s
something
Lester C.
economist

foreword has begom
of an  embarrassment
Thurow,
and dean at
Institute of Technology, who wrote i
He agreed to lend his name to the pi
Ject at a time when the book’s title Wi
“Regular Cycles of Money,
Regulation and Depressions”, and 4
Mr. Batra was paying to publish (b
book himself. But, when Simon & Sehi
ter agreed to publish i,
sought unsuccessfully to have his na
taken off the cover
the dramatic title used by the publishigl
“I thought I was being a nice guy helpig
some poor, strugeling economics. profe
sor at SMU, who couldn’t get his bogleh
published,” Mr. Thurow said.

the

Mr. Batra does not seem to mind fil
critics, some of whom have been. wilkfh
ing. One writer for Forbes' magig
declared that “Batra’s baffiegab is awily
appalling, terrible, no redeeming features
whatsoever. If you want cycles, stickfd
Wheel of Fortune.”

In return, dismisses

the professor
much of his profession with an amuse

ment that borders on disdain: “Look 8
the forecasts of every other economish$
They change them every three or §if
months—and they are still wrong.” HES
added : “In every article I find 20! pages
of equations and one page of naiyg
conclusions.”

a
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Mahatma Gandhi in ‘The Times’

of London,

1939—48

D. P. Singhal

MAHATMA GANDHI never took a
very rigid position; he was always open
o conviction and his open-mindedness
has seldom been surpassed in political
history. He was not concerned with con-
sistency except that he was constantly
responding to the call of Truth as he saw
it. Even his concept of non-violence
was constantly evolving; he cooperated
with the British in their war effort during
the First World War, and on the issue
of Kashmir he preferred violence to
cowardice. Yet all the time he believed
in the invincibility of moral force, truth
and non-violence. Towards the end of
his life he had become firmer in _his con-
Victions. Not unnaturally, therefore, he
baffles  political analysis and different
people look upon him differently, views
fanging from saintliness to shrewdness.
The Times of London often described
bim as a political rebel whose sole pur-
slodge the British from
It invariably supported London
in its Indian policy and often criticized
Gandhiji. Only when he demonstrably
subordinated political independence to
communal harmony and died at the
bands of a Hindu communalist, did The
Times realize Gandhiji’s adberence to
ideals rather than political ends.

Although he was killed by a Hindu,
supposedly, to protect Hindu Rashtra,
Mahatma  Gandhi was a convinced
Hindu, almost a perfect one. A karma-
Yogi, he subscribed to the supremacy of
selfless action, believed in the unity of
human life and essential goodness of
buman nature. To him all life was one
picce, and religion was no different from

politics; proper diet was as important as
proper conduct in the search of knowledge
or truth. In line with Hirdu inclusive-
ness, he freely admitted the validity of
ideals as seen by other faiths. Leading the
life of an ascetic, he defended Hindu
ideals of poverty and simplicity. To him,
economic disparities were distinctly sub-
ordinate to social inequalities. He did
not seek material gain; only human dig-
nity. On the day of Indian Independence,
when India was hailing him as the Father
of the Nation, he did not stay in Delbi
to epjoy the honmour and glory being
bestowed on him. Instead, he re-em-
barked on his lonely pilgrimage to riot-
torn areas, aiding and comforting the
distressed. The terrible intensity of com-
munal passion had shocked him pro-
foundly, and unless he had restored
Hindu-Muslim harmony, he felt, his Jife’s
work lay in shambles. Ideal to him was
more important than power, which, in
fact, had never enamoured him. Preach-
ing non-violence, he promoted national
consciousness and agitation against inj
tice and inequality. Like Sri Krishna, he
encouraged Arjuna to fight and drove his
chariot, tut did not lift a weapon himself.
If chakra is a symbol of Krishna, charkha
is that of Gandbi. on his death,The Times
commented : “No country but India, and
no seligion but Hinduism, could have
given birth 1t a Gandhi. (31.1.1948).
In the same vein, it could be added that
1o people but Indians could give him
that understanding and adoration which
he received in India.

Whilst Indians, especially Hindus, did
not see any irreconcilable contradictions
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Only India could have produced
a Gandhi—and accepted him

in what Gandhiji preached or practised,
he was an enigma to the British. When
European nations faced the threat of war
and extinction, Gandhiji baffled them
with his counsels of non-violent resistance
through love and understanding. ~Saty
graha was a path which the Allies found
alien to their war interests and eflorts. In
fact, disciples of materialism, anywhere,
could not understand him; they subordi-
nated ideal to interest, but not Gandhiji.
The rulers of India, entrusted with the
task of maintaining the British suprema

in the country, had no time for Hindu-
Muslim unity for its own sake; the poli-
tics of ‘separatism were more conducive
to their power,

The outbreak of the Second World
War in September 1939 turning
point in world history. Amongst
things, it accelerated the growth of consti-
tutional dialogue between Britain and
India, rendering the politics of separatism
infinitely more important. The
tion of the Congress Ministries
provinces made it easier for the British to
back Muslim interests, and
for the Muslim League to acquire pro-
minence on the Indian political stage. It
was imperative for the British in the inte-
the war effort to keep India
mollified, if possible, subdued, if
necessary, during war. Unable to
the Congress, they to
The Times, as

was a
other

resigna-
from the

communal

rests of
or

the

pacify
appease minority interest
expected, supported the view and pleaded
for the status quo

sought

‘The airing of minority grievances since the

Congress Ministries left office suggests that the

will be opposition to the resumption of of
the part of those minority elements whish
assurances for their future,
Dominion Status, but under the

not._only
exising
which must remain during the war. (26,118
Gandhiji at the time was polifi
inactive. He had withdrawn fromy
Congress membership a few years ei
when Congress had failed to tesp
positively to his way of achieving polil
objective.  Attaching equal imporl
to means as to ends, he had pry
that the attainment of Swaraj be di
from “peaceful and legitimate’ to 4l
ful and non-violent’ means.
the four anna subseription for mei
ship, Gandhiji wished Congres
to adopt the Khadi pr
size ts lnk with Rural India
All-India Congress (_nn\nmlm
1937, he agreed to the acceptance ol
by the Congress, in the belief (il
would mark a further stage in  the
lopment of the non-violent experig
Acceptance of office was not to be
cise in power politics, but a s
attempt 1o avoid a revolufi
The object was not merely to replage
alien government, but an alien methodl
governance

in
violent

The wooing of Jinnah and the il
- League by the British was a calo
attempt to offset the influence of
Congress under Gandhiji's
convenient and readily

beat the Congress agits ‘
dence. On 6 February 1940, the day il
Gandhiji's first talk with Linlithgoy
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latter deliberately saw Jinnah, who was yet
fo emerge as a dominant political leader
of Indian Muslims. The demand for
Pakistan was not yet the goal of the Mus-
lim League. The Pakistan resolution was
adopted by the Muslim League in March
1940, after Jinnah’s talks with the Viceroy.
Even the clection in February of Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad, as Congress Presi
dent, was not seen by The Times
indicative of Congress effort to pl
Muslim opinion or to reach Hindu-Mus-
in agreement on national questions.
Indeed, it cmphasized that the majority
of Muslims were hostile to Gandhi and
the Congress Party. (12.2.1940)

Even Gandhiji's scheme of Basic
Education, a scheme for villa uplift,
iceived unwarranted criticism from The
Mimes. Referred to it as his ‘latest fad”
(12-1-1940) it was described as neither a
hew nor a revolutionary idea, and in any
lssse not Gandhiji's own. No attempt,
However, was made to trace the origin of
ithe scheme, or the evolution of Gandhiji’s
thought regarding it. The Soviet bogey
Was raised, describing the scheme as
Sheing very near to what the Socialists
and Communists aim at.” (12-1-1940)

While not fully subscribing to the
View that the war was being fought for
iberty and peace, Gandhiji was at great
pains not to embarrass the British before
fheir allies, and not to block the war
efiort. Despite immense pressure on him
from radical nationalists, he was reluctant
1o embark on an agitation against the
Britsh at that time. He was of the
opinion that India should wait till the
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heat of the battle had died down and the
future was clearer than it had been.
Seeking the country’s independence out
of Britain’s ruin was contrary o non-
violence. Though relieved, The Times did
not hesitate to give a twist to Gandhij
position, interpreting it as reflecting the
views of his countrymen,

thies lay with Britain

(5-1-1940)

On 3 July 1940, Gandhiji urged the
British in his famous appeal “Zo
Briton” to conduct their antifascist
struggle on purely non-violent lines. He
did not want Britain to be defeated or
victorious in a trial of brute strength,
whether expressed through the muscle or
the brain. He desired the British ‘to fight
Nazism without arms’, o, if expressed in
the military terminology, ‘with non-
violent arms’. Not realizing the inter

of Gandhiji's agony over violence,
Times mocked at_his appeal, urging
British in the name of Gandhiji to
surrender their beautiful island and
homes to the enemy, and allow them-
selves to be slaughtered. The Times of
course did not mention his message of
non-violence. (7-7-1940)

On 8 August 1940, Linlithgow made
an offer, promising to expand his Execu-
tive Council to_include representative
Indians and to establish a War Advisory
Council. Dissatisfied with these meagre
concessions, the - Congress Working
Committee sought Gandhiji's active leader-
ship. As a prelude to negotiations with
the Viceroy, and as a test of discipline,
Gandhiji advised his countrymen to

They Saw Communism in Gandhiji’s
‘Nai Talim’ Scheme




“Capricious, irresponsible, unpredictable
Hindu metaphysician’

suspend all forms  of civil disobedience.
At the same time, he sought an assurance
freedom of
non-interference in any

from the Government for
speech and
conscientious objection to the war. The
Viceroy did not accept Gandhij's demand
While not disputing the validity of the offi-
cial position, The Times appreciated the
strength of Gandhiji’s adherence to non-
violence. Though it insisted on_believing
that any mass movement by Gandhiji
would arouse widespread Indian disap-
proval, labelling Gandhiji variously as
pacifist, clever political tactician, and
at he might yet
succeed in reconciling the conflicting
demands of a pacifist and politician and
his subtle mind might yet devise a for-
mula acceptable to the  Viceroy.
(2.10.1940) Gandhiji, aware of the British
predicament, was reluctant to start a

metaphysician, it hoped

mass movement against them; it would
have been
enemy when he was lying on the floor.
It was a time when Britain almost single-
handedly was fighting the Germans and

ungentlemanly to hit the

stood in serious danger of defeat and
destruction. Yet Gandhiji had to make
a moral protest against the British policy
of denying freedom to Indians, while
fighting for their own. He, therefore,
devised Individual Satyagraha, a highly
civilized way of registering protest, with-
out endangering the British war effort
Vinoba Bhave was selected as the first
satyagrahi to court arrest on 7 October
1940. Nehru was to follow on 7 Novem-
ber, but was arrested a week earlier on
his way to Allahabad, and sentenced to
four years’ imprisonment. Soon the
movement gathered momentum. By the

end of the year, nearly four hundtedl
Congress legislators, including twenljs
nine ex-ministers, were in goal.

The British remained uncommunicél
tive, reticent and inflexible. Thougl
threatened by Nazism, Imperialism Wil
inno immediate danger now as ollie
powerful nations had joined the war o
the British side. The spirit of (i
Gandhi-Irwin pact was forgotten; indeedy
such pacts in the future were to be pie8
vented at all costs. (9.10.1940) A pios
fessor of Social Anthropology at Cafie
bridge reacted rather sharply to Gandhis
ji's movement. He wrote a letter to Ti8
Times, saying that the British *could 1ol
allow a Hindu metaphysician, sclf-dele
mined, capricious, irresponsible and Ui
predictable, to hinder British interesis
He even went to the extent of distorting
Gandhiji's moral protest

England’s difficulty Is Congress’ opportunil

t s casy to indulge in a form of blackmail WhiGH

passes muster as political hargaining. Indiahi

of all classes know well upon whose word {hef

can rely. We too must remember that we canil

changea oto a kitten by stroking il
1.1941)

attitude {0
Gandhiji’s moral protest was perhaps nol
as violent as that of the Cambridg
professor, but it was not as_accommodis
ting as might have been expected. The
official response was worse.  Without e
plaining that the real intention of indis
vidual satyagraha was not to shake (e
British power, Amery declared will
relish that the Congress action had nof
affected the war effort, almost implying
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the popularity of the British regime.
(28.4.1941)

I individual arrests were not going to
Shake the British Empire, their release
Was not going to hinder the war effort,
even if the satyagrahis continued to be
tive in political agitation. It was, there-
fore, not of great significance if the
government’s release of these satyagrahi
did not draw out any corresponding con-
eession from Gandhiji. But The Times
belicved that Gandhiji’s attitude only
mplicated matters.  The release of
satyagrahis could serve as a token and a
first instalment.  While admitting that
Gandhiji would do nothing to embarrass
i British government in the conduct of
the war, The Times warned that Gandhi-
ji's attitude made

orderly government impossible. Any admi-
bistration, however enlightened and conciliatory.
its intention, could only fall back on methods
of repression. This has happened before and
Would happen again, for the Government of
Tndia cannot_and will not abdicate functions,
lssential, as Mr. Gandhi well knows, to the
defence of the country...(19:11.1941).

Like British officials, The Zimes also
deluded itself and its readers into believ-
ing that there was hardly any support for
Mahatma Gandhi's recent policy in L dia.
Jtinsisted that there was a growing feel-
ing among Congressmen that satyagraha
should be abandoned and that civil dis-
obedience was dying down. (21.11.1941 &
5121941

There were, no doubt, many Con-
gress leaders who were notreluctant to
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give up non-violence agaisst British
rule. They did not believe in unqualified
non-violence as a national policy, but
rather in world peace through disarma-
ment. But they, or certainly Gandhiji, at
10 time wished for seriously blocking the
war effort. Strict adherence to non-vio-
lence had always been Gandhiji’s creed; he
merely desired to outlaw war and vio-
lence. His non-violence was for the brave
and not exclude dying violently before
the aggressor. Non-violent resisters could
die calmly wherever they were, but would
not bend the knee before an attack. The
aim was to convert the adversary, not to
kill him. Hence in non-violence, they
were to have equal regard for Japan and
Britain alike. Humanitarian considera-
tions could not be excluded. Non-violent
resisters were to have won the day inas-
much as they preferred extermination to
submission

Political events were moving with
great rapidity in India. Both the British
and Indians continued to work out a
common meeting ground. In March 1942,
the British made an offer to India, popu-
larly known as the Cripps Proposals. A
devoult anti-Nazi and anti-imperialist,
Sir Stafford Cripps had publicly profes-
sed sympathy with Indian aspirations. He
was personally known to Nehru and other
Indian leaders, and had been a colleague
of Jinnah in the legal profession. Being
strict vegetarian and devout Christian,
he was expected to appeal to Gandhiji
However, Cripps underestimated the ill-
disguised hostility of the Viceroy and of
the British Indian nationalists, and the
intransigent attitude of the Muslim Lea-

In non-violence, England
and Japan are one and equal
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Did he describe Cripps proposals
as a cheque on a fast crashing bank ?

gue. His proposals promised Dominion
Status after and, during the
interim period, Indian ministers were not
to be responsible for the defence of India.
In brief, colonial self-government was
conceded, not complete independence.

the war,

Gandhiji echoed the prevailing disil-
lusionment when he said the plan was
“too ridiculous to find acceptance any-
where'. (21.4.42) The Times reaction was

The policy contained in the
drafted declaration which Sir Stafford Cripps
brought to India will find less chance of future
endorsement if the Congress Party maintains its
attitude of condemning British proposals. (28.4.42)

reasonzble

The popular belief that Gandhiji dis-
missed the proposals as a ‘post-dated che-
que ona fast crashing bank’ (31.1.1948)
Gandhiji never used this expres-
sion. It is of course true that Gandhiji
did not find anything good in the Cripps
Propos that the
British should leave India to herself, and
that Indians should have the right to

their foreign relations. The

however, described Gandhiji’s
non-violent non-cooperation as ‘Petain-
ism’. (20.5.42) It even repeatedly reported
rumours that Gandhiji was isolated from
some of his prominent colleagues, such
as Nehru and Rajaji. (30-5-42, 2-6-42,
16-6-42.) While disagreements and
cussions  were uncommon between
them, Gandhiji’s supremacy
questioned, and there was no_ evidence of
serious rift between them.
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Having failed to work out a mutull
satisfactory  constitutional framewoil
the British, the Congress, an
August 1942, adopted a resolution i
ing the British (o transfer complée
political power to India, popularly koWl
as the Quit Tndia Resolution. Bill
non-compliance was to be followed

with
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and fasting. All Congress me
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official to resign
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orderly manner and not run the risk
they did in Singapore, M
where they withdrew haphazardly befotés
the Japanese invasion. He did notasi
Britain to hand over India to the Congl
ress or the Hindus, but to entrust it {0
God. Even anarchy was preferable {8
foreign rule.
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ffort of an old man to stampede Indians
into supporting him. (16.7.42) Echoing
the Government’s hostile attitude to-
wards Gandhiji, it said; ‘We could not
allow the actions of a visionary, however
distinguished in his fight for freedom in
the past, to thwart the United Nations’
drive for victory in the East. (27.7.42)

In the early hours of the morning of
9 August 1942, mass arrests took place
all over the country. Without warning,
Jeaders and followers alike arres-
ted, Gandhiji was interned at the Agha
Khan Palace at Poona and the mem-
lbers of the Congress Working Committee
were confined at Ahmednagar Fort. The
fimes, perhaps to give credence to his
arrest, reported that Gandhiji was arrest-
ed while on his way to address a_political
meeting. (10.8.42) In fact, Gandhiji was
arested at dawn, while resting after an
All Tndia Congress meeting. His wife,
Kasturba, was the only one of the Poona
inmates arrested on the way ‘o a political
sathering, and that, too, three days later.
The country was driven into a desperate
political  struggle against British ~rule,
inviting terrible oppression upon them
Fearing rumours that India was
With fury with occasional outbreaks of
Violence, Gandhiji appealed to the Viceroy
{0 allow him to discuss a political com-
promise with members of the Working
lGommittee. To lessen the pain inflicted
by the repressive and unwarranted
measures of the Government, he announc-
ed in his letter to the Viceroy his intention

were.

lo undertake a twenty-one day fast,
sommencing on 9 February 1943.  How-

Linlit remained intransigent,

ever,
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describing Gandhiji's ‘use of a fast for
political purposes as a form of blackmail"
He asked Gandhiji to repudiate or dis-
sociate himself from the ‘Quit India’
resolution and the policy it represented,
before he would listen

The Times, too, adopted a hard line.
Nor could the Government assume. res-
ponsibility for Gandhi’s life. While the
way to discussion was open, it continued,
the fast itself was beyond the realm of
reason and in the category of intimidation
it merely reflected the low level to
which the fortunes of the Congress had
fallen in the country. It even tried to
dilute the intensity of the fast by calling
it a fast ‘according to capacity’ because
during it, Gandhiji was to add citrus fruit
juice to his water. (11.2.43) As the ‘Quit
India’ movement, spontaneous as it
and without the leaders who had all been
interned, had lost its momentum, except
for sporadic underground activity, The
imes described Gandhiji as having failed
“wholly to win the confidence of the
millions who did not accept his political
leadership...” (12.2.43) While denouncing
Gandhiji’s fast and its consequences, it
admitted Gandhiji had rendered
“unique service to his countr the
promoter of national consciousness.”

was

that
as

It seems the editorial comments of
The Times were balanced than the
reported comments of their own corre
pondents. On 14 February, in his daily
report on Gandhijis fast, the correspond-
cut of The Times observed that the fast
“might rescue Congress from the deplor-
able situation that it has reached under
Mr. Gandhi’s leadership.’

more

‘Fasting for a Political purpose

is a form of blackmail’
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An obituary and sandal-wood
kept ready for Gandhiji’

The fast created quite a stir in the
country. Even leaders of the parties not
favourably inclined to Gandhiji's view-
point, were disturbed and urged the
Government to meet Gandhiji’s condi-
tions. Some members of the Viceroy's
Executive Council, such as Aney, Mody
and Sarkar, even resigned their office.
However, the Government remained
unmoved. Indeed, they had expected
aged Gandhiji to die during the fast. It
kept a stock of sandall-wood for the
cremation ready, and also took all kinds
of precautionary measures. A directive
was issued over the signature of the
Foreign Secretary, as to how Gandhiji’s
obituary was to be written; in case of
Gandhi’s death, do not diminish his
moral stature, acknowledge his uncom-
promising allegiance to unworldly ideals,
express regret that his unrivalled influence
was not at the service of the allied
nations, especially China and India.
(Pyarelal: ‘The Last Phase) However,
much to the relief of the Government and
of the nation, Gandhiji survived the
ordeal despite precarious health.

Pressure on the British Government
to release Gandhiji began to mouat from
everywhere. Telegrams flooded  Delhi
urging  Gandhiji’s release on political
or compassionate and religious grounds.
The Times described these communica-
tions as having emanated from ‘usual
sources’, implying thereby as if they were
engineered or motivated in some ways.
(15.2.43) The Times was conspicuously
silent on the views of the Moderat
presumably because Liberals such as
Sapru, Shastri and Jayakar had not

s death

called for the withdrawal of the ‘Quif
India’ resolution. However, its oWl
correspondent observed that the Govers
ment ‘would have avoided, if they could)
the embarrassing experience of haying
Mr. Gandhi kill himself on the Govefii
ment’s doorstep.” (22.2.43) In an edilo8
rial, The Times saw Gandhiji's fast as
widening of the Hindu-Muslim rift, T8
fast no doubt would cause ‘widespread
inflammation  of Hindu feeling

‘Muslim and other minorities will feél
themselves  compelled to renew and
intensify the attitude of defence and reckd
less embitterment of feelings.” The Timel
demanded the cessation of the fast, the
withdrawal of the threat of civil disobed
dience and then the release of Gandhiji
A few months later, when Wavell took
over the Viceroyalty, and famine i
Bengal was in full swing, it even admil$
ted that if ‘nothing can be done will
Mr. Gandhi in the field of all Indis
politics, it is apparent also nothing ¢l
be done without him..." (21.10.43)

The Government of India survived
Gandhiji’s fast, but was shaken by {8
widespread feeling it had aroused agains
them. Afraid of facing another simii
experience, it unconditionally relcased i
‘on health grounds’ in May 1944. Soon
after release,” Gandhiji wrote to the neW
Viceroy, Wavell, on 17 June 1944, seekifl
permission to sec members of the Working
Committee who were still behind bars
The Viceroy, however, turned down i
request. Supporting the Viceroy, Tl
Times wrote ‘that Mr. Gandhi has yet ol
freed himself from the illusion that e
Congress party is identical with Indida
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nationalism.’ (18.8.44) Having failed
to break the deadlock, Gandhiji ap-
proached Jinnah for a Joint Action
Against Imperialism on the basis of the
‘Rajaji formula’. Rajaji had suggested
that if the Muslim League endorsed
the Congress demand for national inde-
pendence and for the formation of a
provisional government dur'ng the war,
the Congress would agree to a demarc

tion of contiguous Muslim-majority dis
tricts in the north-west and north-cast of
india, and to a plebiscite of all adult
persons in these areas to decide whether
they would prefer to remain in a free
united India or in separate states. Should
partition be ultimately accepted, the two
stafes were to devise mutual agreements
for defence, communications and other
essential services.

The Gandhi-Jinnah talks commenced
on September 9 and finished on Sep-
tember 27, with the deadlock still
unresolved. Jinnah, muchto the relief
of the Government of India, said that
Gandhiji could not conclude any final
agreement on behalf of the Congress as
he had no mandate from that body. Not
surprisingly, The Times commented

it should not have been impossible for Mr
Gandbi, especially as he insisted upon the per-
sonal as opposed to the representative character.
f his activities in Bombay, to have admitted in
full Mr. Jinnal’s claim to Pakistan...(29.9.45)

Though nothing was achieved, the
fact that Gandhiji treated Jinnah as a
political force to be reckoned with and
debated seriously the idea of Pakistan,
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raised Jinnah’s personal prestige. At the
same time, the Viceroy endorsed the
Muslim League view that ‘the division of
India is inevitable and that it is the only
solution of India’s problem’. (12-12:45)

While India’s fate was still in the
balance, the war in Europe had come to
an end. In July 1945 the general elections
in Britain were held, and the Labour
Party came to power with a great majo-
rity. Amery, the Secretary of State, was
replaced by Pethick-Lawrence, an old
friend of Gandhiji for forty odd years.
At the same time, discontent in India was
rapidly increasing. The British policy of
repression and of procrastination at not
fixing a definite date for their withdrawal,
had caused widespread resentment, a
startling manifestation of which was a
mutiny in a section of the Royal Indian
Navy. The news of the heroic struggle of
the Indian National Army had become
known to Indians, and their imagination
had been fired by ideas of revolt. There
was also evidence of unrest in the Indian
Police. India was generally seething with
discontent

The need for a definite declaration of
British intentions in India was greatly
felt. It was in this atmosphere that Prime
Minister Attlee announced on 15 March
1946 that by June 1948 the British would
withdraw from India, come what may. A
Cabinet Mission of three Ministers consis-
ting to Pethick-Lawrence, Stafford Cripps
and Alexander, was to visit India to for-
mulate the details. The Cabinet Mission,
however, was unable to solve the politi-
cal deadlock between the Muslim League

Nothing could be done with him—

or without him !
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Cabinet Mission Plan

and the Congress. On 16 May, they
published their own plan for the setting
up of a constitution-making body and
for the formation of an Interim Govern-
ment.

Indian politics entered its most deli-
cate and complicated phase. Events
moved with idity. In their

attempt to placate the Muslim League,
the Congress conceded almost equal
strength to the League in the Interim

Cabinet. However, Gandhiji was insistent
that the Congress queta of six seats must
include a Muslim. The Times refused to
seein this an attempt to indicate the
national character of the Congress.
Instead, it saw it as a ‘hardening’ of
Gandhiji's attitude (20-6-46) which might
prove a rock on which the Cabinet
Mission’s scheme could founder. (21-6-46)
The nomination of 2 nationalist Muslim
was interpreied as ‘wrecking tactics’
designed to keep the Muslim League out
of the coalition. (23-6-46) It went on to
insist that Gandhiji’s influence had been
erratic and  unpredictable during the
negotiations. (25-6-46) The basis for
this accusation was groundless. Gandh

had always insisted that the Congress wa
a national organisation, representing both
Hindus and Muslims with a national
programme. As aga this, Jinnah
claimed that the Muslim League was the
sole representative of the Muslims and he
refused to associate himself in an_interim
government which included non-League
Muslims.

Meanwhile, Nehru had replaced Azad
as the President of the Congress and on

10 July 1946, after a meeting of (e
A.LC.C. in Bombay, Nehru said in g
press conference that the Constituent
Assembly was a sovereign body unfeiters
ed by any agreement and could changs
the Cabinet Mission plan if it so wisheds
Taking advantage of this statemeny
Jinnah withdrew his previous acceptance
of the Cabinet Mission Plan, and gave
call for Direct Action. August 16 was
chosen as the Direct Action day. On (i
day, the history of India, certainly of the
Hindu-Muslim riots, entered a new. and
disastrous phase. The ‘Direct Action!
was responsible for the great Calculte
killings, hitherto unprecedented in Indian!
history. More than five thousand were
killed and fifteen thousand injured in &
couple of days. These killings gave rise {0
a chain reaction of communal madness
and fury. Gandhiji was deeply shockeds
He declared that if Hindus had died toa
man by non-retaliation, that would haye!
saved Hinduism and purified Islam. O
November 6, he proclaimed his  intention
to fast to stop communal troubles jn
Bihar. About a month later, Gandhij
proposed to undertake a walking tour of
the areas of East Bengal which were
affected by communal riots and where
Muslim communal passions were running
high.  The Chief Minister of Bengal,
Suhrawardy, _offered_to_arrange_police
protection for  Gandhiji, but it was
refused as contrary to Gandhian concept
of non-violence.

In the Tace OF tOe  Gelerioraung s
tion in India, on 20 February 1947, Atilee
announced Britain’s definite intention to
effect the transfer of power to Indidy
Simultancously, Mountbatten replaced
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Wavell as Viceroy. Wavell had found
dificulties in dealing with Gandhiji. Also,
lie was unpopular with Indian leaders
lnd Attlee was not sure that Wavell could
bring the divergent parties together in a
united scheme.

The new Viceroy arrived in Delhi on
March 26, and immediately invited Jinnah
and Gandhiji for consultations in the
capital. On March 31, Gandhiji had a
long talk with the Viceroy. The Times
reported that the talks related to the pos-
sible partition of Bengal and the Punjab.
(25.6.46) What is probably more accurate
is Campbell-Johnson’s account that the
falks were personal, hardly pertaining to
communal issues.

The following day Gandhiji addressed
an Asian Relations Conference in Delhi»
aalling on the delegates to work for the
realization of the ideal of One World
Asia’s message should not be to wage
war against America or Europe or any
part of the world. Hers was the message
of love, but it should be a lesson to all;
he hoped India would not revert to the
Saw of the jungle-' (2.4.47)

Gandhiji paid three visits to Mount-
batten, and offered a plan, according to
which Jinnah was to be given full option
of forming the Government. If Jinnah
rejected the offer, the same was to be
made to the Congress. However, both
the Congress and the Government rejected
the plan.

Later in May, Gandhiji visited the
Viceroy agein. They discussed the attitude

Both

39

of the Congress to the specific issue of
the North West Frontier Province where
the Muslim League was demanding fresh
elections on the ground that the Cong-
ress Ministry of Dr. Khan Saheb was
unrepresentative, The following day
Gandhiji saw Jinnah in an unsuccessful
attempt to seck a common solution to
the communal problem. The Times was
quick to comment :

Once again the undisputed leaders of Tndia’s
two largest parties have failed to find any com-
mon ground on the constitutional p an
in spite of their condemnation of violence in
principle, the root cause of communal strife
remains. (7.5.47)

Meanvwhile, communal riots continued
in the country. Gandhiji blamed Indians
for the deteriorating political situation.
All the British could do, he said, was
to withdraw, but they could not give
India liberty. (27.5.47) On June 3,
Mountbatten’s plan, partitioning India,
was announced. Later in August 1947,
the country was divided into two sove-
reign states, India and Pakistan. While
The Times had looked at the partition
asa positive move, and admired the
spirit of realism of the Indian leaders in
accepting the partition (5.6.47), it had
nothing to say about Gandhiji's role in
the Indian independence movement and
remained dubious about Indian capacity
to look after themselves :

The next few years will be a critical period.
Can political issues .be seitled peacefully ? Can
the administrative machines held together ? The
fortunes of India and Pakistan will be watched
anxiously not only by their many friends and
well-wishers. throughout the world but especially
by their Asian ncighbsurs. (15.8.47)

Congress & Government

Reject Gandhiji’s Proposal
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When 500 Policemen of
Calcutta fasted with Gandhi

The Father of Indian Freedom,
Gandhiji, left Delhi for Calcutta before
the day of Independence. Gandbiji re-
garded the restoration of communal har-
mony more important than freedom from
foreign rule. Actually, to him, removal
of social disparities of all kinds were far
more important for India than either
political independence or economic pro:

gress. It is, therefore, not surprising that
Gandhiji, instead of enjoying the national
adulation in Delhi moved to the are:

where communal hatred and violence had
taken control of the minds of men.
What appeared to be surprising at
that time was his move to fast until
Calcutta returned to sanity.  The
fast affected many Indians in a deep per-
sonal way, making them conscious of
their guilt. It was reported that the
entire police force of North Calcutta,
five hundred strong, underwent a sym-
pathy fast for twenty-four hours, while
continuing their duty. There was noth-
ing but agony in his heart, he lamented
His was a voice in the wilderness. He
felt grieved that Hindus would not allow
Muslims to remain in the Indian Union.
What was the fate of Muslims today,
would be the fate of Parsis, Christians,
and Europeans tomorrow. It did not
matter what was happening to non-
Muslims in Pakistan. 1f one party
remained truly non-violent, that would
mean victory. (3.10.47) Upon reassu-
rances given by the leaders of the warring
communities, Gandhiji broke his fast and
communal peace was restored in the city.

The Times, it scems, was beginning to
realize the sincerity and purposefulness

of Gandhiji and the validity of his idealsy
On September 11, it paid a tributeto
Gandhiji’s peace mission in Calcuttas
“There was no doubting the calming =
fluence this extraordinary old man has,
and the continued quiet in Calcutta'is
due almost solely to him.” (11.9.47)

After breaking his fast , Gandhiji wenl
to Delhi to meet Congress leaders {0
discuss his proposed tour of the Punjabd
On his arrival in Delhi, he found thatl
twenty-four hour curfew had been impos
sed in the city. Communal tension Was
high. Consequently he decided ot {0
leave the city until the capital WS
peaceful again.

A little later, at a prayer-meeting
outside Birla House, he announced, fats
her spontaneously, that he would coms
mence a fast for an unspecified period il
the furtherance of Hindu-Muslim urit}
and understanding. The Times had b
now become more receptive to Gandhiis
It expressed concern at Gandhiji's deci®
sion, doubting if such a frail constitution
would survive it. It concluded on a moré
optimistic note, saying that undoubiedl
communal extremism will be quelled, and
leaders of the various communities Will
get together to promote amity and dis§

ade Gandhiji from continuing his fasl
It briefly mentioned previous fasts and
pointed out that since his last fastin
Calcutta, relatively fre
from incidents. (13.1.48)

The Times continued to report O
Gandhiji’s fast until it was broken on
January 18. Present at the breaking of
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{he fast were various representatives of
elhi, including Pakistan's High Com-
missioner. The Times paid a glowing
ribute to Gandhiji, whose fast had
already produced in a short space of
fime a remarkable change for the better
in the in both d
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Indiaand Pakistan alike. Gandhiji left
a deeper impression on his country in
the role of popular leader than any of
his predecessors, the article “continued.
He was a social reformer, politician and
prophet of rebellion in one. Revered as

(19.1.48)

Some Hindu communal ~fanatics saw
in Gandhiji’s effort a check to their anti-
Muslim activity. A bomb was thrown
on January 20 in his prayer meeting
in an attempt to kill him. The only
omment Gandhiji had to make was
ot Hinduism could not be saved by
{hrowing a bomb at, and Killing, him,
but by following his non-violent creed

Gandhiji was assassinated on 30 Janu-
ary, 1948. The Times finally realized
What Gandhiji really was, and wrote a
Jong editorial. The killing of Gandhii,
i eported, lights up in a flash the terri-
ble intensity of communal passion he
had been labouring to allay for so long.
His call to Hindu-Muslim brotherhood
winforced by his latest fast, as well as
by his success in Bengal, had shown
§gns of succeeding, but some ears were
ot ready to heed it.
lfements who saw the Dominion of India
4 an instrument for the enforcement
lofthe sword of Hindu supremacy. To
minds so twisted, Gandhiji’s appeal for
amity and his unbending insistence on
mon-violence have seemed at once a
ldenial of the most cherished hopes and a
betrayal of righteousness itself. Gandhi-
s memory and example now had to be
lested, and the stake is the future of

There were certain

a saint, a versed in all the
arts of publicity, he was a perpetual
enigma to friend and critic alike, a diffi-
cult leader to follow. There was some-
thing highly unique in the facets of his
personality, in which saint and poli-
tician, lawyer and revivalist, ascetic and
showman took command by turns.
(31.1.48)

The obituary, obviously written some
complimentary.
His role as national leader was apprecia-
ted, but in his negotiations with Britain,
notably the Round Table Conference,
the Cripps Mission and the Cabinet Mis-
sion, he was seen as a deliberate wrecker
of any settlement.

time ago, was less

Onthe Round Table Conference,
Gandhiji as the sole representative of
Congress, was expected to display _his
outstanding gift of compromise. This,
however, was not fulfilled. Averse to
matters of detail, constitutional matters
did not particularly interest him. His
interventions in the discussion were
mainly propagandist. (31.1.48)

The Times interpreted his attitude to
the Cripps Mission just as critically.
When discussions had reaghed a hopeful
stage, Gandhiji deliberately advised
against settlement.  Negotiations with
Congress leaders broke down at a time

Those who came to scoff,
remained to pray
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when the war reached a critical stage.

Although Gandhiji took a large res-
ponsibility in the negotiations behind the
scenes with the Cabinet Mission, The
Times described his manner as ‘inscru-
table’, at times he was helpful, and at
other times the reverse. He remained out
of the Cabinet, ‘much to the relief of its
members,” it added. (31.1.48) The Times
interpreted Gandhi’s ideas as both for-
ward looking and cosmopolitan, closely
bound up with Hindu tradition. The
danger was that the setback inflicted upon
Hindu reactionaries and fanatics might
be short-lived. The chance must be seized
at once if the ideals for which Gandhi
died were to triumph asa legacy of his
life work and a memorial to his great-
ness

Gandhiji’s image in The Times was
thus first unfavourable and then favour-
able. It seems to have started with a
isbelief in Gandhian sincerity and ideals
which first turned into scepticism and
finally into faith, It would have been
interesting to see how The Times would
have reported the march of Gandhian
progress if Gandhiji’s life had not been
cut short at the hands of an assassin. As

Mathan

a political rebel, he was looked upom
with suspicion and distrust; as a_practi
tioner of non-violence with disbelief and
demagoguery; and as a champion of socidl
equality and communal harmony, Vil
faith, and even adulation. However, it
must be said for The Times that during
the war, when the very existence of
Britain was in danger, a British_journalist
was naturally torn between two_ divergent
pulls : on one side he was to defend the
fight for democracy and liberty; on the
other he was to justify imperialism against
Nazism. Its problem was how to_present
to the reader an objective account ofl
man possessing high spiritual idcals which
conflicted with Britain’s imperial and Wi
policy. Moreover, while Gandhiji was
frank and ready to receive advice, he used
his words very carefully. Consequentls
his frankness sometimes appeared 100
dangerous and his precise use of languags
xasperated the journalists who are 80
often keen to draw hasty generalizationss
The people he was dealing with were ll
politicians, and their approach to polities
was more familiar to the journalisty
Gandhiji, who was an experimenter ifl
non-violence and truth, was a far more
difficult case.

o

Canadian Pattern for India

When the statesmen and philanthropists of Europe. with all
jts wars of interests and national jealousies, doiot despair of
abolishing war, shall we despair of Indian nationality? we may
not create today the partriotic fervour of Japan with its forty

millions of homogeneous people.

Buta concordat like that of

Canada is not without the bounds of practicability. This is no
easy task but it is one worthy of the sons and daughters of India.

—Maulana Mohammed Ali

September,




