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Editor’s Introduction

HE Nagpur Unit of the Deendayal Rescarch Institute organised a
seminar on Indian Political System in April last, Academicians of
various persuasions and from many seats of higher education in Mahg-
rashtra aad a number of social workers participated in the. deliberatios.

The Seminar’s theme paper by Prof. S.G. Kashikar was published in
the July, '8 issue of this journal. The salient points that were Ppresented
therein were as follows :

1 The Britishers had introduced, in  pre-Independence India, a
° perverted version of parliamentary systém under their overlordship.
The kind of parliamentary system that we have in India after Indepen-

dence is also not compatible with Indian ethos.
. India’s political system and its Constitution should be in keeping
* with its deeprooted traditions. Its ide: should be ‘Dharma-Rajya’.
"This dharma is not to be confused with religion. It denotes the supreme
code of human conduct that sustains society and the supremacy of moral
- authority over state power. It takes an integrated view of human needs, not
merely economic or political. It recognises the interdependence of man and
. man, and man and his environment. It seeks o serve the genuine needs
© of the individual, the community, the nation and the humanity as a whole.
Therefore, all religions are likely to fecl affin; y for it as close to their
socio-ethical tenets. The preamble to the Constitution should clearly men-
ion that the Dharma-Rajya encompasses the ethical-juridical principles
€ommon to all religions.

3. If the ideal was defined as above, it could equate the service of
* man with the service of God and set in the process of spirituali.
sing politics. It could establish the supremacy of ethics over politics

p 4 Mutual adjustment and cooperation is the basic law of existence,
* Class cooperation is the rule, class conflict is the exception.

| 5. Western culture is marked by extreme materialism and individualism,

- The parliamentary system inthe West is, thercfore, gearen 1 oo
| material interests of the individual or the party. When cacs a system is
| ntroduced on our soil, people tend to select their local representatives on
| the basis of their casteist or religio-communal considerations.  Ac against
b this. India should opt for a form of government in which heads ot sl
| Ievels, from national to local, are designated as guardians. Which means,
the national guardian  (Rashtra-Palak), provincial - guardian (Prant-
Palal), village guardian (Gram-Palak) should all be diretly slected on
£ Dasis of universal adult franchise. They would select thoir
jfdvisers or ministers. This would enable gaod peaple to operate. at. i
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levels and transform the society. This may be called the presidential
system of Indian variety.

» Sode.of conduct for political authorities should be provided in the
* Directive Principles of. the Constitution itself. Morcover, there
should be provision of small cells of knowledgeable, experienced, selfless
and respected persons, such as Acharya-Kul or Grou
level of territorial organisation, with statutory - powe
gations wherever there is a breach of these directive

p of Elders, at every
1S to conduct investi-
principles.

7. The system of political parties taking adversary positions is contrary
* fo Indian genius. The Indian tradition has been to. seck the ruthy

th. Their interest militates against

nship - works in their individual or

roup interest, against national interest. We must, therefore, have a
rtyless democracy.

I8 The current political pt ies of d Y, and

© socialism are on the way out in the modern world. We. have to
sefiew the class-rule of the moneyed class or the class-rule of the pro-
jetariat.  Our objective has to be all-sided welfare of all people

Freedom of thought and expression, _tolerance, decision by con-
¢ sensus (instead of by merely majority votes), changes by non-
olent methods, decentralisation, autonomy in political and economic
phere (as distinct from party whips regarding expressions of opinion in
gislatures and the state-burcaucracy-dominated economy) are the core
f Indian democracy. The need is to build up suitable institutions around
is core.

O At territorial levels, there should be uni-cameral deliberative

* bodies based on professional representation. This will ensure
prosentation of all genuine interest groups. By plugging the chances of
teism. it will usher in a profession-based social order. Only at the
itional level, there should be two Houses—one based on profes
presentation, the other on territorial representation.

ional

Political and economic decentralisation has to be the backbone of
+ the political system. Indian genius seeks unity in_ diversity. Hence
entralisation would be no cause for worry about national integrity.

2 Financial dependence of the lower units must go.
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|3, The system of people’s courts at local Tevels is_essential,
* principles for judicial functionarics sk

Directive
t
onstitution.

hould be provided in

The dominance of ~English has prevented the burgeoning of

" People’s culture. It should be replaced by the language. which

nderstood by most people. Only Hindi can be the link language, In

P provinces, administration should be conducted in their respective

gional languages. Widest possible scope for translation into one
her’s language must be created

The institution of family—which, under the impact of west:
oriented modernism, is tending to break up—must  be nurtured.

emphasis has to be on individual‘in-society, not individual versus
jety.

Workers should be co-sharers in all economic enterprises,

* Naturally, these views, stirred a lot of debates.

In the following pages, we are publishing the other papers presented

Seminar In our fortheoming issue, we would publish the discussions

followed the presentation of these papers—and along with these, an
ue seeking to synthesise the views.
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Historicity of the State
of the Citizens

By : Dr. M.G. Bokare,
Vice-Chancellor, Nagpur University.

(1) The alternative to parliamentary democracy is being discussed
¢ many thinkers in India. Royist-intellectuals argue in favour of partyless
fmocracy. The Sarvodaya thinkers also explore synonymous  paradigm.
e spirituality to suggest this is attributable to Acharya Vinoba Bhave,
Shri Jayaprakash Narayan. Deendayalji also expressed dissatisfaction
the current practices in parliamentary democracy which had their
in the Constitution of India. P

(2) Broadly similar and yet dissimilar in details are these three
Sions—Radical Humanism, Sarvodaya and Integral Humanism. They
Ve similar views on the current phase of parliamentary democracy. I
Blieve, the essay of Prof. Kashikar is an exercise to elaborate the views of
indit Deendayal Upadhyaya. Deendayalji's lectures on Integral Huma-
underlined the definition of Dharma as Laws of Nature. The politicaj
society ought to evolve from the Laws of Nature i.c. Dharma.
evolution has been conceived by Prof. Kashikar in his essay.

(3) Political form explains the relationship of citizens with their

This relationship has been changing in history. The king as ruler
been replaced by elected citizens as rulers. The patterns differ but
essence is retained. The process of election is the essence. Cabinet
fm and the presidential form are patterns.

(4) Why do we discuss this subject 2 Obviously, “we” are dissatis-
with the functioning of party system in parliamentary democracy.
this _expression connote the people who are exploring an
ative to parliamentary democracy. When M.N. Roy conceived of
less democracy, he had the courage of dissolving his own party. This
Consistency between theory and practice. Party is irrelevant to the
dWering of democratic life of the society. Rather, it arrests the mani-
Station of value in democratic behaviour and expression. If this propo-
i is held true, the association with any party becomes schizophrenic.
Y party may come into power, the parliamentary form of democracy
fianating from this political victory will not accomplish harmony in
Pmocracy. This is the conclusion.

(5) If the limited experience of Congress Party’s rule, or for that
fitter the rule of Janata Party for a very brief period, is the only reason
We are exploring the alternative, I submit that this is myopic. If we
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consider the experiences of European states and their democratic forpg :
of living, we learn that there is similar dissatisfaction. I know an essay o
Prof. F.A. Hayek (Nobel Laureate) which expresses similar dissatisfactioy
The frame of reference is democracies in Europe and America. 1

(b) Is partyless democracy a law-bound change ?
(c) Ts partyless democracy an eternal political order ?

The partyless democracy is being conceptualised. Its reasoning has
en given. It connotes a universal message, which is like this. Demo-
y, as it is now, has revealed The party-based

e to the weaknesses, is likely to be converted into dictatorship. Alter-
ely, it may promote disharmony and anarchy. The weaknesses of
-based democracy will be removed by partyless democracy. Can we
ke such deductions ?

“Since there would be no -parties, there would be, of course, g
nonsense about proportional representation,” says Prof. Hayek. This js
to emphasise the exploration of the partyless democracy.

(6) Similar crisis has overtaken the practices and theory of State iy
communist-led countrics. Some leaders are arguing in favour of many
political parties with their programmes to accomplish communist socicly, |
This is spelied out in Hungary. The Soviet Union, however, a
favour of many candidates under one-party system. This difference of ‘BB (9) | n social science, we make statements. Some statements are

tive statements as in physical sciences: Many expressions are nor-
Rative statements. This distinction is extremely uscful in endorsing views
Content of democracy and its form have come into contradictions ocial science.

© (10) We feel frustrated with current trends and therefore suggest
ions. This is to say that I have my ‘ethical’/moral view, And I
that it should be accepted/introduced/endorsed by all to get rid of
‘present crisis. This kind of presentation partakes the form of nor-
(7) Those who have eulogised democracy of their own cognition are e statements. The phenomenon should be improved on the lines
becoming aware of the weaknesses of democracy. This is the problem an I think” are correct. The suggested improvements, of course, are
the thinkers have discovered that party-based parliamentary democra esults of the studies.
works like unstable equilibri The i ism should 3
such that it should promote stable equilibrium. This is how we cogni
Nature in her harmony. Prof. Kashikar suggests that the cognition of 8
definition of Dharma can help us in this exploration. If society is govern
ed by Dharma, he believes that the harmony of State can be accomp:
lished.

essence of democracy ie. the process of election. However, they feel
compelled to change the form. Hence, the movement of the form is being
debated. 7

Party-based democracy should be changed into partyless democracy.

. This is a normative statement.
Party-based democracy will be changed into a partyless democracy.
Prof. Kashikar qualifies his thesis by the truth connoted in the defi ~ This is a positive statement.
nition of Dharma. This is to say that those who agree with this defint : s e ) 2
q When the statement is positive it is like a statement in science. If
ind of statement is made, it fits into the lexicon —phenomenology—

democracy. One has to agree with the definition of Dharma. A b i ; :
logy’ connotes science-like movement of history of human beings

the laws of Nature i.c. Dharma can be discussed in the law-bound chal
in the political form. Prof. Kashikar's definition of Dharma is, | beliok
90 hencare ipptaiation oA ol Napure, i (11) Democracy is a phenomenon. In history, the human beings
: : n movement. From the rule of kings we have moved to- democracy.

§) We ha s i
(8laWe taye Ulknowithe suspentc the fol lowing Gilcstlon 1 ‘hopes of democracy also remain in doubt. We can not go back and
The party-based democracy
er has its weakness. The human beings, therefore, must move to
move their iness emanating from party-based People

(a) Is there a law-bound movement in Dharma explaining &
evolution of a perfect State of the citizens ?
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have moved from the rule of kings to democratic life. Its reasoning
studied in phenomenology. The movement is science-like i history. The
same science-like movement will remove unhappiness emanating  from
party-based democracy.

Essential Requirements for a Truly
Indian Political System

By : Prof. S.V. Bhalerao
(12) We make statements.
he present political system has been operating in India for over 38
for two generations. But one has to be too bold to make a

Partyless democracy is deterministic in the history of the formatiop years,
statement that it has got stabilised or accepted emotionally by the people.

of the state.

The and of d y in the history js
associated with party-based activities.

The Constituent Assembly had a preponderance of Western-educated
members. Yet it had many members who had studied ancient Indign
Hiterature and political thought deeply. But without any consideration for
our glorious traditions, customs and ~peoplé’s psychology, they foisted a
fisstern poliical system on India. The result is, as was expected, giving
fise o the need for change of the system.

The party-based democracy reveals its own weakness. The society
experiences its disadvantages.

Therefore this phase itself is not a harmony in the political life of
the people. The Constituent Assembly adopted parliamentary democracy as a
federal system but with a strong centre. It was felt that a strong centre
ias needed to tackle problems of law and order, defence and economic
development while the federal form was necessary to meet the requirements
diversity of language, religion, culture and socio-economic  conditions.

The movement of the society is from disharmony to harmony

‘This explains the disappearance of party-based democracy. Will it
move towards partyless democracy ? We can answer this. question on the. 3
basis of logic and experience. A ates, which led to centre-

The movement from party-based democracy cannot be anything
except partyless democracy. We should listen toalternative logic if somes
body argues in any other way. Rigorous logic is nccessary in this exercise,
IF this exercise along with its logic can be stated with cause and effect it
becomes a theorem.

It may be mentioned here that the word ‘federal’ does mot occur
where in the constitution which, instead, says, ‘India that is. Bharat
Rl be a Union of states.” This raises a question as o whether by
(13) The logic of human living has to have some evidence, There 2 federation or a quasi-federation. Further, in the Keshawanand
must be some experience in human living where we discover that they are o case, the Supreme Court laid down that no amendment can be.
moving away from party-basis of their political living. And further, the wade in the ‘basic structure’ of the constitution.  But it did not defing
movement should be towards partyless form of democratic decision mak- Hat constitutes that basic structure.
ing. [ have shown some such evidences in my letter to Prof. T.K. Bangs
Wardha. I am expecting his criticism as regards the evidences

The parliamentary system has failed to deliver the goods and meet
€xpectations of the people. This has given rise to the debate to replace
It by the presidential system. In 1975, after the declaration of emergency,
Indira Gandhi encouraged such a debate in her  characteristio way.
thiay published a book and the Union Minister Shri Vasant Sathe
01 a few articles in advocacy of a presidential system

{14) Phenomenology, therefore, should inform us of the partyless
democracy. Whether one likes it or not, we cognise that democratic deci
sion making is moving in favour of partyless democratic form of livings
‘This is how historicity of partyless democracy is substantiated in social
science,
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‘Thus the search for an alternate system goes on intermittently. But
the debate completely ignores that India had its own political system that
functioned satisfactorily in-the past before the advent of the British and
the Mughals. Valuable contributions to Dandaneeti have been made since
the times of the Vedas by iparva, A £
Kamandaka and even Buddhist and Jain literature. The Indian constitu-
tion has not taken cognisance of this ancient wisdom except provision of
Gram Swarajya under the influence of Gandhiji. There is hardly anything
“Indian’ in the Indian constitution.

It is necessary that the debate should attempt to tackle the basics
and draw upon our ancient wisdom, deep-rooted traditions and public
ethos. This does not mean that everything old should be taken as gold.
Nor does it mean that all old is to be treated as dead. We should adopt
from the old what is good and beneficial in the modern times and evolve
an alternate system which is ‘old and yet always new.”

This subject can be considered in two parts :

(1) Attitudinal changes essential in the Indian society, i.e. the
abstract side of change, and (2) Institutional change.

As Muhammad Igbal has pointed out, there are certain enduring
worthwhile elements in our being which account for indestructibility of
our identity. It is these clements—benevolent, beneficial, progressive
enlightened and cternal that constitute the essence of ‘Bharatiyata’ and
should be incorporated in our constitution. One such element was absence
of over-governance. Government was never the centre of life in Tndia

Will it be possible to reintroduce such a system ? The wholesocial
life today is in the clutches of octopus-like politics. There is total depen-
dence on government for everything, resulting in topsy-turvydom. Those
who are imed in a y as the real ly, the
people—have become subordinate, and their professed servants—namely
the elected respresentatives have become the masters. This situation must
change. The non-political field should increase. For that, social, religious,
cultural and economic institutions should be made autonomous. People’s
dependence on government should decrease if they are really to be
sovereign. The Gandhian concept of society free from government should
be realised.

What is the ‘basic structure’ of the constitution ? Why should
leaders of society and respresentatives of parties not come together and
settle it once for ever ? With broad outlook, this should be possible.
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We have accepted the principle of the ‘greatest happiness of the
greatest number’ under Western influnence. But our ancient principle the
been *happiness of all’. This should be possible if we follow the ancient
ideal of decision by consensus, instead of by majority, at all levels from
E village to the federal,

Today democracy functions through the party system. But political
partics use money power on a big scale and exploit the poor people. To
prevent this, there should be definite rules regarding the funds, accounts,
| expenses, organisational elections etc. and they should be strictly en-
forced. There should be an independent body to deal with cases of breach
of these rules and to cancel recognition of defaulting partics.

A new profession of ‘social work’ has come into beingin the present
times. Politics has become a_profession like that fof doctors, pleaders,
industrialists ctc. To put a check on this tendency no one should hold an
elective office of profit or membership for more than two terms or a total
.~ of ten years.

In view of the distinctive Indian nature, some quantitative changes
© would also be necessary. In India, we do not feel any conflict between
the genuine interests of the individual, family, society, nation and the
universe. The conflict between nationalism and internationalism arises if
 they are looked at as two circles emanating from the same centre. In
| India, on the other hand, all aforesaid entities are considered to be parts
of a continuity of spiral circles. In it the larger circle is a continuation
;f(lle smaller circle. The two perceptions are depicted in the following
igures.

Family

Villago
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There should be decentralisation of power, every unit being vested
with adequate resources. These units would be autonomous in their func-
tions and yet integrally related to one another. Institutional changes
are necessary to bring about such an integral—not unitary—structure

Needed a Constitution Consistent
with Lokneeti

By : Prof. S.B. Pandharipande.

As a concept the Indian Constitution can be considered from two points
of view : historical and cultural. Here it is considered from the

cultural point of view.

The term “culture” is used here in a comprehensive, universal, non-
sectarian sense. At a certain level of human comprehension, culture
loses its particularist elements and becomes part of what Walter Lippman
calls ‘Public Philosophy” ot Vinoba Bhave calls ‘Lokneeti’. For example,
truth, non-violence, freedom, equality, brotherhood and co-existence are
supreme human principles common to all cultures. Ail we have to do
is to find out how they can be realised through our socio-political

system.

The means we have to explore which outlook on life would enable
us to meet the challenges of modern times.

The challenges we are considering here are, in fact, the challenges
thrown up by the late-nincteenth-century Enlightenment, under whose guise
the British imperialism operated. They gave rise to totally new concepts,
such as equating scientific outlook and technological development with
real progress. The theory of historical or “evolutionary™ analysis was
another such concept, which regarded what came later as truer and more
developed than the preceding one. This was in total contrast to the Vedic
outlook of & qufaz: qaifa qufq quiga=ad I, of microcosms and macro-
cosms.

To face these challeges, two  different currents of th ought were deve
loped; resurrectionist and reformist. The resurrectio averred that
all the modern gadgets of technological progress, such as acroplanes and
atomic weapons, existed in ancient India. The reformists, on the other
hand, wanted to discard the past and ape the West. These two outlooks
appear to be contradicting each  other. But, in fact, they accepted the samé
western criteria and operated within the same theoretical nework.
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Gandhiji was the first to realise that the invasion of British imperia-
m was basically a_cultural invasion and that it had to be met at that
y level. His ‘Hind Swaraj’ is apath-indicator in this respect. ‘Modern’
llture (not western alone), according to him, is based on desire, lust,
d and consequent offensiveness, exploitation and violence; while true
idian culture values restraint, non-attachment and non-accumulation
hese principles are not sectarian but ethical.
This is a new ideological weapon given by Gandhiji; and while dis-
issing a way of living for India we will have to adopt a methodology
it will conform to it.
What, then, should be our approach that tallies with the Indian
0s ? I propose that the approach should be in pursuance of the three
fciples of organic unity, totality and harmony. These are the chara-
tics of Indian culture. i

Organic unity implies an inter-related interdependent and self-
htained approach or entity like that of a_tree. Totality indicates inter-
nplementary relationship between human beings, other animals and the
jsical world. And harmony points to co-existence and co-prosperity or
ual enrichment atall levels of life. This trio provides a new paradigm

is badly needed by the world today. It constitutes the basic cate-
for restructuring economic, social and political life in India.

In this connection, mention may be made of ‘Economics in a
ldhist Society’ by and “Econ of nence’ by
®. Kumarappa. They present a picture of new economic order based
the categories of restraint, enjoyment with sacrifice and limitations.

Regarding the new political order, Gandhji’s and Vinobha’s
ept of ‘Gram Swaraj’ may be accepted asa model. It denotes
IEcontained, agro-industrial and urbo-rural social order. Jaya-
kash Narayan's concept of collectivistic society comes very close to
 detailed in his ‘Reconstruction of Indian Polity.” Decentralisation
ower should ultimately lead to negation of power. Vinobhaji has
the following basic principles of new political order in his
ajya-Shastra’. They are (1), Universal brotherhood (2) Voluntary
eonscious cooperation among nations, (3) Identity of interests of the
ities and the majority, (4) All-sided and equal welfare of all,
Broadest possible division of state power, (6) Minimum government,
Easiest possible procedures, (8) Minimum expenditure, (9) Minimum
gction and (10) Universal, unhindered and neutral or free dissemina-
Lof knowledge. These are the principles of ideal polity that have uni-
I and ever-lasting application. It is not a revival of the ancient
 village polity and yet it is naturally close to the Indian tradition.
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The concept of “‘Swaraja” bears closer affinity to the Indian cihgy
than the concept of “Rajya”. For, Rajya invariably lmpllcsdcoercwe
authority. That the authority is derived from popular consent doe\ adl
make any difference. There is distinetion between authority and power,
‘We should aim at reducing the authority of the state and increasing the
power of the citizen. This power is opposed to violence. We may cal)
it spiritual or moral power.

| At present, India is neither in the pre-industrial nor in the post-
ustrial stage. It is passing through the transitional period. Search for
fe worldly happiness prompts transition to industrialism. But the
an philosophers reject the preponderance of worldly pleasures. That,
ver, does not mean that the desire for worldly pleasures would not

Suggestions for an Alternative  Present-day Indian Society :

Political Systam

Rejection of faith and adoption of empirical logic is a characteristic
re of the post-industrial-revolution culture, This is taking place in
though its impact is even now small.

LR G R | Rise of burcaucracy is another feature of the post-industrial revolu-
socicty. It means rules arc more- important than_persons.  Although
ancient Indian society, too was governed by rules—by. Dharma . o
§ then were (00 broad and (00 fow. Mainly, the  society was ruled by
ons.

ur country i oday caugh n 4 cobweb of innumerabe problens
@ incresinly incapible of solving thn,
This indicates a basi faul o the Conitaron, which is not suabl for
the Indian way of ife. It s, therefore, necessary to have an indigenous
constitution based on Indian thoughts and practices. L o
i it is breaking up under the impact of industrialism. Yet soms elo.

ion is : i hts and practices be taken to
The question is : Should Indian thougl B e impct

mean only ‘Ancient Indian thoughts and practices’ ? Prof. Kashikar
seems to think so. There is a flaw in it.

| Villaze panchayats played an important role in ancient India and are
rtant even today. However, relationships among villagers are becom.

: ; jginally propounded by
The ancient Indian thoughts, though originally prop fiore interest-oriented though the hold of old values still persists.

pundits and thinkers, eventually percolated to the common e m:ﬁ:
discources, ‘puranas’ and various forms of folk-lore and so_can e
be ofall Indian people. But we should ot ignore. the impacts of (18
medieval period, of the Islamic polity and the British rule in lndm‘aon L
of the modern western thinkers. 1t is, therefore, e GREY
that all ancient Indian thoughts and practices are equally relevant e

this day.

‘Different religions follow different rules and practices and hence the
ty gets divided according to religions.

Regarding moral values, India is somewhere between the old and
ones. Fatalism is on the decrease. Loyalty to castes is decreasing;

are exploited to serve one’s interest. Cooperation is giving place

npetitiveness. Social stratification, however, still persists.

i et U
i igging into the past, let U
e, suggest that instead of digging ini t g : ] A
v e o . : Such is the picture of the Indian society of today. However, it
lements through an empirical questionnaire method. This will prov i
elemen ai
i litical system.
a solid foundation for the alternative pol i 3 i
1 of Indian Political life :
The second significant point is that the difference between Pre-
industrial and post-industrial-revolution cult‘urcs is more hbaswm(‘hCI;I b
between cultures of different countries, particularly in the p al o
text. It was no mere coincidence that democratic system arose
industrial period in the West.

Religion still has hold on the Indian mind. What is deplorable in
e rise of hostilities among different religious communities. Its
on lies in (a) separation of religion from politics completely, (b) re-
s to bring to the fore their pristine
religious harmony, and (c) giving up
ious hatred.

S and thereby to promote inter-
traditions that rouse inter-religi




Joint family system breeds nepotism. Personality cult - makes elccteq (€) Powers of the Centre should be reduced; and
members into heroes. Loyalty to the family, caste and village has decreggs
ed, but loyalty to the nation has not increased sufficiently. This is a cayge.
of corruption and rise of provincialism, casteism, communalism etc.

(F) At all levels decisions should be taken by consensus (or by 80%
Vote where consensus is not possible).

Most of the voters do not know the importance of vote. Politic
exploit them for self-interest and self-aggrandisement. Remedy to it lieg
in limiting the scope of undue exercise of influence by the elected members!
and ibiting their i in

India Needs an Indian Constitution

y : Prof. Vasant Muttepwar,

In India the defects of responsible government have assumed g
Ambajogai

glaring dimension. Political parties look upon one another as enemies,
All are guided by abject party-interest. This is not only un-Indian but |
also irrational. This scenario must change. Decisions should be taken The Indian consti is the mast i itution in
by consensus  Government should always be multi-party government, the world. Is detailed provisions evince the cfforts of the constitution-
Majority government is ot suitable for India. makers to make it complete in every respect. And yet it is far from being

complete, as evidenced by 59 amendments in 38 years. Even with these
amendments, it still cannot be called complete.

Universal franchise is also not suitable for India. The poor and’
illiterate masses are not ready for it. It breeds corruption at all levels]
This is the fact of Indian life. The provision of universal franchis
therefore, should be deleted from the Indian constitution. There should
be no right to vote for those who are below the poverty line.

3 No constitution is good or bad in itself. Its success or failure de-

pends on two conditions—namely, its ability to satisfy the needs of the
society in a given period and the character of the people who operate
it. To meet the first condition the constitution needs to be made more
and more flawless ; and to meet the second, appropriate social enligh-
tenment must take place. The two should constitute a parallel process to
i make the constitution successful.

The present constitutional provisions regarding centre-state relations!
are unsuited to Indian conditions. In the past, loyalty to the villa
institutions was very strong in India. But today, with village loyalty
declining and national loyalty not fully taking its place, regional loyalties
are getting stronger. This development should be duly recognised b
giving adequate administrative and financial powers to the states.

The consideration of the Indian constitution must begin with its
‘preamble. It places an ideal before the Indian society. Yet the ideal is
not fully Indian in nature as it is influenced by western thought.
“Ramarajya’ is the Indian ideal. It is not different from “Dharma-rajya”.
S0, a clear mention of “Rama-Rajya” as constitutional objective should
‘haye been there in the Indian constitution.

Conclusion : In pursuance of the foregoing considerations, the altefs
native political system for India should have the following features:

(a) Legislators should be prohibited from interfering in day-to-dai§

administration; The 43rd amendment »furlhcr spoiled the structure of the preamble

There is confusion among

(b) Responsible government should be replaced by collegiate exet o olars about the precise meaning of these words, which are used in

tive;

As C.E.M. Joad has said, socialism is a cap that has lost its shape
ause everybody wears it. - Socialism implies frecdom from anxicty to
Satisfy man’s basic material needs. But in doing so, there should not be
‘any erosion of individual freedom. However, in the name of socialism,
this very freedom of the individual is being curtailed

(c) Executive bodies  at all levels should be elected by correspond
legislatures on the basis of proportional representation;

(d) There should be no right to vote for those who are beloWS
poverty line;
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Socialism is often presented as an economic concept. But basically
it is an ethical concept, as its main opposition s to the injustice that re-
sults from economic inequality or exploitation. ~Socialism implies that
‘man should not be required to take to an immoral path to earn his liveli-
hood. In this sense inclusion of socialism in the preamble would not be
objectionable. But in reality the distinction between means for a family’s
own labour and means for exploitation of other people’s labour
is overlooked. For example, the 25th amendment took away the right to
proper compensation for nationalisation of property. If individual rights
and freedoms are curtailed in this way, it would lead to despotism in the
garb of socialism. The constitution should have, therefore, defined
socialism in clear terms.

Like socialism, secularism also has lost its meaning. The dictionary
‘meaning of ‘secular’ is ‘worldly’. A Government may be secular in the
sense that it deals with this-worldly or temporal matters only. Butan
individual has both material as well as spiritual needs. Science only
answers ‘how’ but not ‘why’ and hence even a scientist can bea
spiritualist. The deeper you go into science, the nearer you go to
God. God is the need of the individual and, therefore, of the society.
And hence even a secular state cannot remain totally aloof from
religion. This is all the more true ina country like India where
different religions exist.

The term ‘secular’ also means that the state would not be under the
influence of any religion, nor would it interfere in any religion. Yet, the
state has to prohibit harmful social practices like ‘sati’ which may be
associated with some religious belief. There is nothing wrong in this ban.
Such interference, however, should not be confined to the harmful social
practices of one religion only. Unfortunately in India, the state controls
the Hindu religion only. The evil and obsolete Muslim practices of poly-
gamy and easy divorce at the expense of women are not touched. A
common civil code for all citizens is not yet prepared. There is, on the
other hand, appeasement of Muslims for votes. This is no secularism. As
appeasement of Hitler for peace led to war. The appeasement would lead
to the growth of creedal fanaticism instead of socialism in India. This
harms the genuine interests of the Muslims too.

Therefore, in place of ‘secularism’, the term “religious tolerance,”
which is the hallmark of Indian society, should have found a place in the
constitution. Tolerance implies peace and is against aggressiveness. It
recognises co-existence of all religions. If the partition of India, which
once resulted from the appeasement of Muslims, is not to be repeated,
our secularism needs to be properly defined and followed.

Gitizen’s rights have been given a prominent place in the constitu-
tion. But there was no mention of the citizen’s duties and obligations
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in the original constitution. They were introduced by the 42nd amend-
ment. But their mention is sketchy and there is no provision to ensure
their observance. The term ‘Dharma’ also means duty and is quite influ-
ential to ensure observance. The constitution should, therefore, enume-
rate in detail the duties of the rulers—Rajdharma—and of citizens.

Justice delayed is justice denied. There should, therefore, be manda-
tory obligation for expeditious disposal of court cases.

The objective of punishment should be the reformation of the offen-
der. For that, good education is necessary. Punishment should also be
deterrent. In India, life is so miscrable that for many, prison
comfortable than outside it. Hence ¢here is no fear of punishment.
There is no use giving cqual punishment for equal offence. The

quantum of punishment should be related to the accomplishments
and position of the offender. In'ancient India, if an offender were
a Brahmin (i.c. a person of higher status) he received punishment four
times that of a Kshatriya and sixty-four times that of a Shudra. Similar
scale should be adopted to-day, though it should be based not on caste
but on status.

Ministers are not necessarily experts in the subjects dealt with in their
departments. Moreover, they are constantly on tour to establish public
contact and hence get little time to apply their minds to their subjects.
‘Thercfore, we should have a presidential system that will, make it possible
10 appoint experts as ministers as in the U. S. A

The British convention regarding the presiding authority of the
legisiature is that on being so elected he resigns from his party and is
re-clocted unopposed at the next elections. The same convention should
followed in India also.

There should be stricter rules about the conduct of members inside
the legislature. At present their conduct is simply pitiable. Views of the
0pposition should be listened to with respect. Otherwise, tyranny of the
majority which, according to J. S. Mill, is worse than despotism, arises.
iNames of members who never participate in discussion, should be periodi-
cally published so that the people come to know the mettle of their
tepresentatives.

Election is an inseparable part of democracy. Our election system,
though simple, is very faulty. Statistics of the past elections show that
he ruling party usually gets majority of seats with minority of total votes
Polled.  Multi-party system s largely responsible for this phenomenon.

‘e should, therefore, evolve a two-party or three-party system. Alterna-
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tively, we may adopt the system of proportional representation to every

of the individual comfortable and to control social organisations.
major public viewpoint.

fal groups were accorded more importance than  individuals. “Indivi.
in-society’ was the central point of their thought and activity. Their
hasis was on collective action, collective thinking and collective
fon-making. Even today these institutions are regarded as models of
tralisation (of powers). Though self-contained and self-reliant, they
under the regulation of the central authority to a certain extent.
D out of need, they were realistic in their nature and existed uninter-
tedly for centurics on end.

The constitution describes India as. the union of states. But statcs,
in the terminology of political science, are sovercign entitics. Therefore,
in order to discourage divisive tendency and to foster integration, ye
should designate the regional units as provinces and not states.

Although the states, i. e. provinces have been reorganised on lingui-
stic basis for administrati i Hindi, which is und by
the largest number of common men, should be the common medium of
communication for the entire nation.

| After independence, efforts were made to revive this system through
hyati Raj organisations. This ancient system was discontinued by the
ish, who tried to introduce their pattern in its place. Gandhiji gave

thought to the problem of village administration, which led to the
ption of the Panchayat Raj system after independence. However, as
e passed, the weaknesses of this system as subidiary to the parliamen-
system became evident. These were dependence on the higher organ,
d powers and resources, and pervasion of ‘politics’ at all levels, The
d to change it is therefore being strongly felt.

The aforesaid changes, if brought about both at the institutional and
attitudinal levels, will putthe imprint of Indianness on the Indian
constitution.

Direction of Rural
Political Transformation

By : Dr. Sunil Datey,
Deptt. of Political Science,
Marathwada University,
Aurangabad

These changes should form part of the overall restructuring of the
polity and should represent proper blending of ancient tradition
modern circumstances. It is necessary to revive  the ancient principles
lecentralisation, accountability, solidarity, consensus ctc. At the same.
we must end for ever the remnants of ancient feudalism, hereditary
s, high caste dominance etc. Their place should be taken by universal
ity, individual freedom and dignity, collective welfare, and self-
sm.

uring the forty years of independence, the limitations of Parliamentary

democracy have become quite clear, leading to a search for an
alternative political system. The present article dxscus.ses ‘what changes.
can be introduced in the village-level institutions. First, the nature of
ancient Indian rural institutions has been outlined, followed by enumera-
tion of limitations of the existing rural institutions in the prcsevnt
Panchyati Raj system. Finally, in this background, the changes that can
be introduced in the present system and the points to be noted while doing
s0, have been discussed

In pursuance of the aforesaid goals, the following changes in the
s feture of local sclf-government at the village level are suggested:
Provisions regarding organisation, functions, duration and
powers of the village authorities (Gramsabha and Grampan-
chayat) should be mentioned in the constitution itself.

Gramsabha, being a broad-based assembly, should have not

From ancient times, village has been the basic unit of Indian social merely deliberative but also decision-making powers.

organisation. The village institutions were ~self-reliant, self-contained and

self-governed. Gramsabha, Gram-Pramukh and Gram-Panchayat and, along
and Jati-Panch re the main

with them, Nyaya-Panchayat and were :

operating at the village level. There was no particular philosophy or |dcoev

logy underlying them but they were the products of the circumstances pre-

vailing in those times. Their main responsibilities were : To make soc

Grampanchayat should be the exccutive organ and should be so
i that it refects properly the various sections of the
village population.

Sources of income of the Gram-Panchyat should be increased
and, where necessary, it should be aided by the Government.




wersal ethico-juridical concepts. To some extent it corresponds to the
5. The old Nyaya-Panchayat system should be revived and epy cek concept of ‘life of virtue’.
powered to arbitrate in local feuds. For this purpose the scheme

of Lok-Nyayalaya should be broadened. According to Shantiparva, Smritis, Kautilya’s Arthshastra etc. the

pose of the state is to uphold ‘Dharma’ that is to foster virtue and
r vice, This includes maintenance of law and order. As Dr. Ambedkar
‘pointed out, material happiness is not everything in life; Dharma gives
greater mental happiness. Gandhiji had the same view when he
coted the ideal of “Rama-Rajya” based on imbuing politics with
ituality. Thus the upholding of Dharma should be the purpose of the

6. Village-level planning should come from below and should pe -
given due consideration.

7. Decisions in Grampanchyats should be taken by consensus.

8. Along with institutional changes, appropriate changes in
people’s attitudes, thoughts aud outlooks should also be brought
The second point is about electoral system. Faulty eclectoral system

demaocracy into oligarchy. Sir Menry Maine, in his “Tiny Republics
dia’, has said that the members of the ¢xecutive body of the ancient
blics were clected by drawing lots. This system effectively prevented
rise of oligarchy, autocracy or hereditary rule. It gave chance to every
didate. It also prevented concentration of cconomic and political
1, therefore, think that serious thought should be given to intro-
ng “election by lots” in the present circumstances.

about.

9. There should be people’s committees to bring about coordinas
tion of institutional functions.

10, Strong impetus should be given to informal process of transe!
formation along with the formal ones.

Panchayati Republic A Critique of Prof. Kashikar’s

By : Principal Dr. Narayan Khekale, Theme Paper
Jalgaon
: By : N.R. Varhadpande
The soverign democratic republic of India is an amalgam of variol 1

The following are my observations on the proposals made by Prof.
American fundamental rights. As many as 250 articles of its constituti ikac.

out of the total of 395, are virtually borrowed from the 3

of 1935. Yet, as K. Subbarao has pointed out in his ‘Conflict if
Indian Polity’ : “The constitution on paper and in action is so differd
that one might say that it has practically lost its sanctity
basic cause of this is its incongruity with the Indian customs and (r
tions. This article intends to explore which healthy traditions of Ing
should be incorporated into our constitution.

\ Secularism : 1t has been proposed that since the concept of secula-
is controversial, we should opt for a constitution based on the
Sosjuridical principles common to all religions. But these common
iples have not been spelt out in the proposal. In fact it is impossible
such common principles. If there are any, they would be of
linor nature, and a constitution incorporating them will not be
Blable to any religious group as having been based on its tenets.
@mple. faith in Christ as the Son of God and in New Testament
) Words is a basic principle of Christianity. Those who do not have
ith go to hell. Similar is the case with Islam that believes in
nmad as Prophet and the Quran as Allah’s words through them.
Who do not believe in them and in them alone, are heathens and
ied to hell.

The first point is about the purpose of the state. Machm‘velll h
described it as maintenance of law and order. Other Western writers. ,
described it variously from police functions to welfare functions. ARS
India, in this respect, had an integrated approach expressed by the ceﬂ
of ‘Dharma’. Dharma here is not religion, not concerned with the W&
worship. It synthesises a practical code of conduct for all humaniy
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The principle of equal regard for all religions, according to Chrig,
tians andMuslims, undermines their religions by equating the heatheng
with the faithful.

Wiolesome Features of Constitution Later Ignored: The original
constitution of India did possess some Indian features. Replacement of
English by Hindi and other regional languages, after fifteen years from
the of the ituti :
ithas not been implemented resulting in the failure of the nation to
develop its identity and self-respect. We feol that there is no element
binding us together except the English language.

A constitution giving sanction to all religions will find it difficyly
to find a way out of the conflicting principles of different religions

To obyiate this difficulty, Prof. Kashikar has suggested that the
constitution should incorporate not all but only the good commop
principles of all religions. But what is  the criterion to determine goods
ness except that of scientific rationalism? And if good principles are
to be selected, why limit our choice to religions only ?

Prohibition of cow-slaughter was a directive principle in the
constitution. It is necessary not only in view of the national sentiment
about it, but, also for enonomic development in the prevailing conditions.

“This also has not been done. 3

Liquor prohibition was yet another dircctive principle. In fact

it was one of the major planks of our, national movement. This also has
not been implemented.

To base Indian constitution on scientific thinking, on rationalism!
is to adopt sccularism itself. Itis said that secularism is against the
Indian tradition. But of all the traditions, European and semitic, the
Indian tradition is most receptive to such secularism. For, India never

The original draft of the constitution envisaged the status of com-
believed in the doctrine of one Book «nd one faith.

plete independence for India. But we later decided to retain links with
the British empire; the love of chains was 5o strong.

If so, why is our secular constitution not delivering the goods i

The answer is that our constitution is not truly secular. The word:
‘secularism® did not find place in the original constitution which recog:
nised the unsecular right of religious conversion. And when the word
“Secularism’ was incorporated in it, it was given the strange interprota-
tion of “equal respect for all religions”. In fact, not all subscribed cven
to this view. For them, secularism meant respect for all religions except
Hinduism. That is why the state does not interfere with any religion
except Hinduism. That is why the tendency to declare oneself as non
Hindu and demand special considerations from Government is on  the
increase in India. It is not the acceptance of true secularism but of il
caricature, which is against the Indian tradition. This has been responsis
ble for the rise of divisive forces in India.

Thus the fault lies not in the non-provision of Indian features but
in their non-implementation.

Conclusion : In view of the foregoing, the following changes in
the constitution are suggested:

The constitution should not give recognition to any religion or
classification of people into majority and minority according to
religion.

2. Recognition as a religious group should not be a fundamental
right though every individual should have the right to follow
his or her mode of worship

Charismatic leadership : It is true that worship of charismati
leadership is prevalent in India. But it would be wrong to encoura
it, as suggested by Prof. Kashikar. He has suggested that there shoulk
beacell or ‘Acharya-Kul' of knowledgeable, experienced, self-less an
respected people. This is already observed in the form of nominal
members of the Rajya Sabha.

3. Religious conversion, except through philosophical under-
standing, should be completely prohibited.

4. No one should hold office for more than ten years.

5. English should be given up as the medium of administration and
education.
Party System : Paty system is not acceptable to Prof. Kashiki
But there is nothing in it that is against Indian tradition. In In
associations based on different philosophies did exist. There should
10 objection if they are based on political philosophies.

6. Provinces should be reorganised solely on the basis of language.

7. There should be no link of the Indian republic with the British
monarchy.
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A Critique of the Theme Paper

R. K. Patil,
Nagpur.

(1) The theme paper of Shri Kashikar is not clear about the ‘Indian
way of life". In fact, in the olden days the prevalent concept was of the
king and his kingdom. There was no thought of the people. What the king
considered proper was taken to be good for the people. Today we live
in the age of democracy. The people decide what is good for themselves.
Hence it is wrong to consider only the old system to be truly Tndian.

(2) The present Indian constitution has been framed by distinguished
men. It is far from true to say that it lacks Indianness. If the content
of Dharma changes according to times, then the present constitution
has all the attributes of Dharma of today. To make change in the cons-
titution according to experience is its merit and not demerit.

(3) Party system and majority rule are not the core of democracy.
At village level, all men and women can decide what they want to do.
But at higher levels. representative democracy becomes inevitable. How
these representative institutions should be linked to the local -institutions,
from Zila Parished downwards to Gram Panchyat needs considera-
tion.

(4) We have adopted the parliamentary system of Government
This was considered better than the presidential system. Both have some
inherent drawbacks. But itis not proper to blame the system that
has served us well for the past 40 years without giving full thougit as to
why it is not suitable today.

(5) In the context of charismatic leadership, the party system seems
10 be inevitable. For leaders form parties according to their views. But
if all parties pursue national interest, why should they not be able to
agree on a common programme after elections? It is only through
() an agreed programme and (b) an all-party government that the hold
of party politics can be loosened. Party politics arises out of a thirst for
power, which has no sanction in the constitution

(6) The use of Hindi should not be made compulsory in view of
bitter experience in the past. Professional representatives should be con-
sulted, but it is a moot question whether their organisations should be
given any constitutional form. Whatever changes are to be suggested in
the constitution, should be informed by the the adage that “Democracy
is the worst system of Government but the best available.”
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(7) The term “‘secular” does non mean ‘Nidharmi”. It should be
taken to mean ‘Adhibhautik’ so that all religions and sects, while retain-
ing their ideologies, can offer loyalty to the constitution.

(8) In the modern state, the priniciple is that sovereignty resides
in the people. Hence the grant of equal franchise to all adults. Demo-
cracy aims at acheiving economic and social cqality through political
‘equality. Accordingly, the basic framework of the present Indian Cons-
tution includes (a) the Preamble, (b) Fundamental rights (c) Directive
principles of state policy, (d) Allocation of powers to the Union and the
states and () Independent judiciary. There secems to be no need to
hange this framework. X

In Defence of Indian Constitution

By : Prof. Kishor Mahabal,
Law College, Nagpur.

'HE framers of the Indian constitution dreamt of a democratic political

system based on freedom, equality and fraternity. However, the dream
has not yet come true. The expected social, economic and political order
15 not yet emerged. On the other hand, the nation is fast moving to-
ards disintegration. It is, therefore, necessary to study the total environ-
ment and suggest basic remedies

One school of thought holds that our degeneration is due to the so-

y of life. The other school avers that the traditional Indian system had
everything that the new system professes to offer. Dr. Jaiswal belongs to
‘the latter school while Prof. Kashikar belongs to the former.

Ancient Indi ings on political thought give diverse and even
‘conflicting views on various political topics. However, some of their core
Uprinciples could be enumerated as follows :

1. The King should be ‘Kshatriya® by birth (though there are
‘instances of others becoming Kings) and his right to rule is divine.

2. The King should uphold the fourfold—Chaturvarna—division of
Society.
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3. The King’s thought and action should conform to ‘Dharma’.
4. Social interest should be given precedence over individual intc.
rest.

5. Of the three varnas, it is the Brahmins and sages who should

have the priority of right to exercise checks on the King’s power.

6. Village areas should be controlled through Parchayats.

The system based on the aforesaid principles fostered inequality. It
denied rights to women and Shudras. Dharma has been described various-
ly by various writers. Myths were created to make kingship absolute. The
ancient political system has become obsolete today.

The theme-paper proposes that India should be declared o
“Dharmarajya’ by adopting ethical values of religion. This is purely a
theoretical concept wiihout any operational aspect about  it. Religion can
never be only theoretical. Certain patterns of operations always go with
it. Again, the doctrines of different religions are often so conflcting that
it is not possible to find common ground among them. And if so found,
it will have to be based on rational criterion, which will not be acceptable
to the orthodox or the traditionalists (who are in majority). ‘The situation
is under control today because the constitution is secular. That a state
ed on ethical principles common to religions of old will lead to pro-

is pure wishful thinking. History is witness to the fact thata state
founded on any religion always leads to the protection of interests of a

certain class

There, however, need not be any objection to accepting the ethical
principles of religions. But a lot of discretion will have to be used while
doing so. Development of science is exposing the futility of religions
principles. It will also have to be decided which principles, spiritual or;
temporal, should be given more importance. Chanakya gives more impor-
tance to temporal than to spiritual principles, while other ancient political
thinkers give more importance to spiritual principles. It will be more
appropriate to accept both the viewpoints in their respective spheres.
And the Indian constitution is the outcome of such thinking process.

The values enshrined in religious philosophy have been accepted by
the Indian constitution. Freedom of worship, freedom of expression eté:
have been guaranteed by the constitution. In fact, the Indian consituton
has taken a revolutionary step in giving to all people these rights umln
were available only to a few people and classes in the pu‘s[. The princip! 5‘;
of justice, freedom, equality and fraternity as also that of secular, soverig!
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public, enshrined in the constitution, are not alien to India. In ancient
nes, the Indian philosophy had discussed these principles in detail, In
s context, attention may be drawn to the statement of - Tarkateerth
manshastri Joshi that the core principles of ull modern ideologies have
dy found expression in the ancient Indian Philosophy. In other words,
principles of Indian constitution have been derived from the ancient
ilosophy. =

It is not correct to say that after.independence India has adopted a
pletely alien political system, which resulted in today’s problems, The
stitution has completely adopted the Panchayat System and the
nent is a developed form of Panchayat system itself, Various
ges have also been introduced in the constitution according to circum-
s and needs. Hindu culture has been always open to new ideas and
is is in keeping with our tradition, '

Our problems are due not to the adoption of an alien system but to.

like population explosion, excess of individual freedom, apathy of
ectuals, clinging to obsolete traditional values, prevalence of unde-
tic elements, personality cult, and delay in cultivating democratic
ical culture. There were problems in the past also, but their number
small. To-day, because of increase in population and lack of adequate
urees, they have assumed serious proportions -and ‘have increased thé
n on the state system.

 The parliamentary system is ideal for India. The fact is that the
mentary system has not failed in India. ‘It appears to have failed
it has not at all been given fair trial.

Answer to the present-day problems lies not in change’ of system
| change of attitudes. We need men of character to operate the
. Ancient Indian political treatises have laid great emphasis on the
teter of rulers. Their views on this topic can guide us even today. The
e should also have the right to recall,

individual and the society are interdependent as propounded by
ent sages. But in the name of individualism, great harm is being
oday to the interest and healthy growth of society. Parochial consi-
ns of caste, sect, religion and individual interest are leading the
owards disintegration. In ancient political thought, emphasis was
 training of rulers for service of the people and the king was defined
€ Who kept the people happy. Similarly, today's political leadership

ive importance to their duties towards the society.

elf-less, socially conscious intellectuals are required to exercise
checks on the rulers. Our ancient political thought recognised the
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need for such checks. Today this check is lacking. Intellectuals fee]
alienated from the society and develop apathy towards social and politica]
problems. The present educational system is responsible for this. That 35
why the electoral process does ot yield the desired results. We neoq
citizens in all levels of society—bold, self-less, conscious of their duties—
who dare to stand up against injustice.

ill impel the government to take measures to introduce social and
onomic democracy and thus bring about peaceful social transformation.,

During the past 40 years, elections to the Lok Sabha were held
jght times and to the state assemblies a number of times. The participa-
of the rural masses in elections has also been growing. Naturally,
erts democratic pressure on government which has to adopt more
more progressive policies. Itis nota mere coincidence that many
iportant measures were adopted on the eve of elections; e.g. establish-
ent of the Planning Commission and introduction of Five-Year Plans
952), declaration of socialistic pattern of society as the goal (1957),
olition of privy purses and nationalistion of banks (1967), policy of
jaribi Hatao’ (1971), protection of human rights during .emergency
77), and the anti-defection law in the interest of stable government
80).

Freedom of thought, carlier restricted toa few people in the fielq
of philosophy, is now available to all. Even people belonging to neglecied
classes are now raising their voice. This is a good sign. It will bring
about improvement.

To sum up, the problems that have arisen in various fields are nof.
due to faults in the system. These are the results of obsolete attitudes
‘These attitudes need to be changed to bring about qualitative transforma.
tion of our democracy. The aforesaid principles of Indian political thought
are helpful in this direction. However, they should not be given the form
of narrow stereotypes. They should be understood in a new form and
determined efforts should be made to make the - parliamentary and secular
system—which gives importance to, ;and appeals to, the intelligence of
every individual—successful. That is the real need of today.

Yet the total impact of the common people on the administration
the rulers is not commensurate with their strength. The rulers have
ted numerous devices, strategies and slogan-mongering to trick the
ople into voting for them. This resulted in decreasing benefits to the
ople. The present system has become impotent to bring about an
lioration in the conditions of the poor. Thereis no guarantee that
promises made at the time of elections would ever be fulfilled. For
8 down-trodden the right to vote is just superficial. Casteism, com-
bnalism, linguism etc. are exploited freely during elections. Vast funds
spent in elections and vaster ones minted aftsrwards. Corruption has
ied all levels. This has endangered the very existence of Indian

Rulers’ Tricks Defeat the Constitution

Dr. Paras Bora,
Marathawada University, Aurangabad

Even after 40 years of independence we find the unity and integrity
of the country in danger. This makes it necessary  to analyse the factors.
that led to this condition.

| Parliamentary democracy requires two-party system for its success.
India, because of its diverse nature, gave rise to multiple parties.
 results in either instability or one-party dominance. This is what
happened in India. A system of one-party dominance has come to
It docs not allow a strong Opposition o emerge. There is an unholy
nce of rulers, bureaucracy and the rich vested interests. Unless this
lance is broken, benefits of democracy will not percolate to the poor
‘middleclass people.

After independence our leaders gave us the best possible constitu-
tion, whose four founding pillars are : Independence, Democracys
Socialism and Secularism. However as Dr. Ambedkar had pointed out,
itisnot ecough to make good constitution, its success depends on how
it is actually implemented.

Mahatma Gandhi had advocated the disbanding of the Congress
f independence. Manabendra Nath Roy had proposed a partyless
racy. Jayaprakash Narayan wanted a participatory democracy
of political partisanship. They were all rejected. Without social
L economic democracy, political democracy is hollow. So, though we
€ made spectacular advance in many areas, our basic problems have
hained unsolved.

We adopted the parlimentary system because we had some ex=
perience of its operation during the British rule and because it appeared
to meet our requirements better than any other system.

India took a quantum jump by providing universal adult franchise
in the hope that it would avert mass inertia and usher in an era of mass:
enlightenment and mass welfare, that the numerical pressure of the poor:




36 Manthan,
Economic conditions are pretty bad but social conditions are s
worse.  Electoral politics combined with decentralised panchayat. system
has given @ boost to casteism and violence. - Fundamentalism is on the
increase. Religion is being exploited on a very large scale. The leader.
ship hes exploited all these factors to the detriment of the natiop,
Parochial sub-states are taking shape whithin the Indian state anq
threatening its very existence. Where is freedom 2 Where is equality ang
secular citizenship ?

We have forgotten the ideals of our freedom-fighters and belied the
expectations of our founding fathers. There is no awareness of duties.
Everyone is after his abject self-interest. The whole system has been
commercialised. These are not the signs of democracy coming of age.
The future of Indian democracy is very bleak indeed.

Yet, we will have to make efforts to save it. For that basic changes
will have to be brought about in our system. The earlier we do them the.
better. Good people will have to come forward to takefup this task. We
‘have made abundant investment in material resources. Now investment
in human resources is necessary, so that men of character and principles
alone operate the system.

Malafide Working of Bonafide
Constitution

By : B.B. Shende, Advocate
Nagpur

DI has vitnessed many ups and dowas during the period of 40 years
of ‘independence. There have been turmoils, social, political and
cconomic in these years. However, inspite of progress in science and
@ehiiology made during these years, the people in general are not happy.
Tife has become quite unhappy, , miserable and dissati
all over the country prevails. When India was under the foreign rule, one
and all could point their finger to the British and blame them, but after
independence no such blame can be thrown against them and people have
to blame themselves.

The reasons for such adissatisfaction are sought in the politico-
legal pattern the country has adopted after independence. As is wel |
known the people of India have ‘adopted, enacted and given to them-
selves the Constitution on 26th Noy. 1949 which came into force from
the Republic day i.c. the 26th January 1950. The Constitution declares
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aim to constitute India into a sovereign, democratic Republic, and
ive to all its citizens liberty of thought, expression, belicf, faith and
worship, cquality of status and opportunity, justice, social economic and
ipolitical and o promote among them all fraternity and unity of the
[ation.”

The words ‘socialist and secular’ have been added to qualify the

fepublic, socialist and secular. Tn spite of these high ideals laid down by
the founding fathers of the Constitutions people or their leaders have
failed to put them into actual life or practise them in individual and
public life. There has been apparent divergence of ideals and practice in
¢ life of the country. Failures on differerlt fronts are being -ascribed  to
cio-political or constitutional system adopted by us. How far this stands
he test of truth is a matter which requires introspection and dispassionate
examination.

One of the causes ascribed for the failure on these fronts is that the
tire system has no Indian (Or Bharatiya) foundation. It is alleged that
the Socio-economic or political pattern existing in ancient India has been

uct of development of hundreds of years of experience and  profound
hought.  No one system or code of conduct prescribed could be said to
operating through all these ages, and what Manu prescribed had

ieir own limited ends and the principles like ‘Let all men be happy’
mained only an ideal in the religious texts.

In later stages, the country saw many rulers, particularly from. the
h century, prominent among them the Mongols, Sultans, Mughals and

It is difficult to deny the
y, practically the whole of
India, from Baluchistan to Burma and from Kashmir to Kanyakumari,
me to be administered by strong, integrated central rule of the British.
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Now it is well acknowledged that the founding fathers of the Constj-
tution had examined the various constitutions of the world, that of
England, US.A., Ireland, Japan, Australia, Canada, France & others,
The experience of mankind in working out the institutions founded by
them could not be overlooked The Constitution makers satisfied them.
selves that they adopted some of the best principles and traditions evolved
and worked out by the other nations such as England and the U.s. A,
Copious use was made of the Govt. of India Act 1935 for creating instj-
tutions like the Supreme Court, the Governors, Parliament and President
of India in place of the Governor General, with constitutional limitations,
and Prime Minister with Council of Ministers commanding confidence in
the House of the People, administering the country. The Bill of Rights
under the Constitution of U.S.A. had been adopted as Fundamentaj
Rights Chapter to confer certain basic rights on the people-citizens &
non:citizens who were deprived of most of the rights being under the
foreign rule for hundreds of years.

There were members in the Constituent Assembly who had expres-
sed their desire that the constitution should represent the basic or cultural
heritage of India. Question was : which elements of the cultural heritage
could be represented in India’s Constitution ? Religion or Dharma is said
to be the basic element having a very earnest appeal to the people in
India. Dharma or ‘Rule of Law’ includes application of the rule to spiri-
tual and temporal life. Could India proclaim to be a state following a
particular religion as far as it applies to spiritual life ? The answer is
obviously in the negative.

The Constitution guarantees freedom to practise, to propogate and
to profess one’s own religion under Art. 25 but subject to public order,
morality and health. Besides, it confers other rights under the head
“fundamental rights.” Clause 2(a) of Article 25 vests the State with
power to regulate or restrict any financial, political and economic or
other secular activity which may be associated with religious practice.
The Hindu religious and charitable institutions could be thrown open to.
various classes and sections of the Hindus under Art. 25(2)(b) and the
term ‘Hindu’ has been defined under explanations to Art. 25 as including
the Sikhs, Jains and Buddhist religions. Art. 26 guarantees a right to
establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable purposes
and to manage its affairs in matters of religion and to own, acquire & ad-
minister the same according to law. The state is forbidden to collect any
taxes the proceeds of which are to be appropriated for promotion or
maintenance of any religion or religious denominations, under Art. 27
Art. 28 prohibits religious instructions in general in educational institu-
tions maintained wholly out of state funds. However, the institutions

which impart religious instructions cannot compel those students to parti-
cipate in such instructions or religious worship against their wishes.
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Now, if it is a principle of our ancient cultural heritage to have
spect for different religions and  treat them alike, it is difficult to deny

i contained in the above articles do represent our
incient heritage and traditions of high moral philosophy of equality
of religions or ‘aFersf gawra’. If our ancient culture contemplates equality
men and women alike irrespective of caste, creed, community, sex,
ace of birth or descent. The principles of equality before law and equal
protection of law guranteed in Art. 14 and equal apportunity in Art.
& 16 are a definite manifestation of such principle. If our ancient
ligion and culture believes in treating all men alike and not making
distinction of high or low, then Art. 17 making a declaration of aboli~
on of untouchability isno doubt an expression of such a belief. If
bur ancient jurisprudence propounds. that no one should be punished
ithout provinga guilt against him, them Art. 21 guaranting rights to
fo and liberty of a person and enjoining against its deprivation except
ording to  the procedure established by law, does represent that juris-
dence

The constitution makers have adopted Parliamentary democracy or
L Cabinet system of Government on the British pattern. Democracy
innot be thought of without people’s participation in the government.
have anindirect democracy under the Constitution in as much as
topleelect their representatives to the Parliament. The majority party
B the Lok Sabha is entitled to form its own council of ministers with the.
ader of the party as a Prime Minister. Prime Minister with his council
f ministers is responsible to the House of the People under Art, 75—
at is to say, the House of the People, if dissatisfied with the administra-
, may remove the Prime Minister and his council of ministers by a
of no-confidence. Such a system does contemplate a strong  twos
ity system so that the party in opposition, if sufficiently strong can
five the government out of power by a vote of no-confidence. Unfort-
nately opposition to the ruling party has not so far been strong enough
Vote out the ministry from power for various reasons, like dissensions
communal groups. Even at the end of five years of the tenure of
Sabha the opportunity for the people to vote another party into
awer is not utilised properly for want of political education, maturity.
litical corruptions and crossing of the floor, use of financial magnetes.
matters which are cutting at the roots of democracy and that is the
a is a consistent and pressing demand for electoral
ous political parties and political thinkers.

Could the Constitution makers expect that such a state of affairs
tbe reached by the misuse of power and by the administrator’s
ipacitiy to hoodwink and even corrupt large masses of the people ?
wever good a framework the Constitution' might have provided, it is
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for -the people and their leaders to implement and exceute.the scheme
under the constitution. It is not possible to blame the constitution for
the ills brought in by those who are entrusted to work out the Constity-
tion. The people who are sovercign and supreme shall have to sec the
kind of government in power if they want to exercise their will politically,
There might be some lacuna in the system in vogue, but itis not
possible to find a system without a lacuna; and inspite of some pitfalls
parliamentary democracy is indispensable for a country like India.

estion as to whether the head of the state could be a President or a °
; and the consensus was to have a President whose position would
somewhat like that of the King in England. The President was design-
d to be a protector of the Constitution with various powers, most of
ghich could be exercised only with the aid and advice of the Prime
dinister and his council of ministers.

Will it be' possible to replace the' present parliamentary democracy.
by any ancient institutions ? Can we trust that now or in future certain
persons with competence forming the Council of an advisory nature to the
Ruler will be so incandescently honest and wise as to sefeguard the interest
of the people at large ? The answer is simply in the negative.

A controversy has been raised during the past few years that the
ident should be the real executive head and not a titular head of the
e suggesting thereby that Presidential form, as obtains in the USA,

In democracy, freedom of expression is s fundamental that it
cannot be overemphasized. The freedom of speech and expression has
been guaranteed under Art. 19 (1) (@). But the freedom of expression
becomes meaningless if it is not deep-rooted in the social or public life.
The freedom embodies a right of dissent and hence a criticism. The
developments for the last several years have shown that criticism of an
individual or a party is ot being tolerated. Critics are looked upon with
contempt and efforts arc being made to eradicate them. In our country) e e e
whose essential character Has been tolerance, critics are looked upon as W e R
o Do bty i o SN S L R A e
Al det Tl i irtue of its inherent centralised and absolute character is incompetible
i oira b ke Dl o bee cantinpiation of [ndid democracy. Prof. Patterson believes that ‘the President (in the USA)
B et herlians ctator but thanks to the Supreme Court, he is a constitutional

it functionaries, this theory was advanced by certain political groups
) suit their own ends. Suffice to say that it is not possible to reconcile

Moreover, there is the question of a country’s
It is difficult to find in India the equivalent of an American

In ancient India it is well known that the King’s decendant became

the ruler. He was aided by some ministers  who were well versed in law: :
ot Dharma. The King was the ruler, administrator, lawmaker and ~ India’s Constituent Assembly or the Drafting Committece was not

judge. He combined in himself, the executive, the legislative, the judicial wour of introduction of the presidential system on the U.S. pattern,
and_military functions though he sought the advice of his ministers. The id they intend to make the President a mere ‘figurchead’. Jawaharlal
modern system under the Constitution has devised a three-tier system, I8 htu as a Chairman of the Union Consitution Committee emphasized
which the legislature makes the laws, the executive ie. the cabinet the ministerial character of the Government and wanted to make the
executes them, and the judiciary administers justice according to law and: Sition of President as “one of great authority and dignity” (C.A.D,
examines whether the laws are being applied properly. 1. 1V P. 734). Even Dr. K.M. Munshi, another important member of

¢ Drafting Committee, advocated: that the President under the Consti
is not a mere constitutional figurehead but a repository of wide
ers. President V.V. Giri said, “I, as a President, was not a figure-
d but a participant in the affairs of the country.” (Foreword to the
ident of India’ by Dr. B.C. Das).

Under India’s Constituton, the President has been placed at the apé
of the constitutional machinery as a head of the state. He is indirecth
elected by representatives of the people in Parliament and the St
legislative assemblies. Institution of the head of the state was no dod!
necessary. Most of the powers enjoyed by the Governor General unde
the Government of India Act 1935 are vested in the President with SOt
modifications to suit the democratic structure. The oath of office (0

How far the elements of ancient Indian religion and culture could
ulated in  the form of governments in the constitutional frame-
is thus a problem arising more out of love and affection in the
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country’s climate than out of experience on working out of a Constitutio,
Forms of governments may vary but if those who are entrusted with (he
Working of the machinery do- not faithfully work it out, then, no forn
ofgov:\mmem»can serve any people. In other ‘words, if the varioys
problems —social, economic, political and constitutional —now being faceq
have t5 be resolved, the people must be alert and vigilant. If the people
are indifferent fo these problems, no form of government can be 5
remedy for the ills. The people would get only the government they
deserve. Organisation of strong political groups fo control the govern-
ment and ‘the representatives in [egislature, irrespective of affiliations, is
therefore a must in'a democracy.

Granyille Austins’ testimony in  this context would be noteworthy.
He said, “The Indians’ sense of their rich cultural heritage, their' record
of. progression il achievement in the arts and sciences of the modern world,
and their faith in their_ability to govern themselves combined to give
them a national maturity that allowed a  reasoned approach to the
creation and working of government. equipped with the basic qualifica-
tions, attitudes and experience, for creating and working a democratic
constitution, Indian did not defanlt in their tryst with destiny™. (P 330)
(Indian’ Constitution Cornerstone of a Nation).

; Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, the architect of the Constitution,
while movingyth: Draft Constitution said, ‘‘Constitutional morality is
not a natural’ séntiment.. It has, to be. cultivated. We must realise that
our people have yet to realise it, Democracy in India is only a. topdressing
on Indian soil which is essentially undemocratic,” and further, I fecl
that it is workable, it is flexible and it is strong enough to hold the
country together both in peace and in wartime. Indeed, if I may say
50, if things g0 wrong under the new Constitution, the reason will not
be that we had a bad Constitution. What we will have to say is that
Man is vile,"” (P 436, Framing of Indias’ Constitution).

G,

"Way to Revamp the
Indian Political System

K.S. Kshirsagar, Lecturer,
Political Science Deptt., Nagpur University.

INDIA is known as the world’s largest democracy. Its population is now
nearing 800 millions. The preamble to the Indian Constitution declares
the objectives as establishing a- sovereign, democratic, secular, socialist
Republic by ensuring economic, social and political justice, liberty, equa-

Manthap

1. Failure of the Political System :

Forty years of our experience has belied the hopes, ambitions'and

with bare ten per cent of the slice - of the' national income. Political

id administrative corruption has assumed alarming proportions.

~ What has happened to the Fundamental Rights of the people and the
irective Principles purporting to establish a Welfare State? Only on the
unt of political equality could it be said that the right to vote is given
irdless of any restrictions or qualifications. But the same unfettered
ht has proved to be a bane rather than a boon. The principle of one.
n, one vote, one value has been distorted to such an extent of absurdity
it the universal adult suffrage has come to mean that the poor choose
poorer and willy nilly make the rich richer. Through distoritions,
pulations, manocuvrings, misleading propaganda, party politics and
inations the election system based on single-member-constituency and
urality of votes had disproved the. well-known  thesis of Maurice Dur-
r that such an arrangement always invariably leads to emergence of a
party system. Due to fragmentation of the Opposition, the ruling

ly with a support of 40 per cent of the popular votes polled. That with
ielp of a minority of votes a party can manage to have a steamroller

hapless, hopeless and helpless minority is nothing but the most
sque travesty of truth.

To illustrate the point, out of the total population of 800 millions,

million voters the party can claim wholesale power throughout the
th and breadth of the country over all the states and citizens unre-
ed by law. The so-called ‘parliamentary “supermacy’, which had

ication to amend any part of the Constitution including the basic
e or even the Article 368 itself stipulating a special majority and
tification by States. If the Parliament so elected can assume absolute
ilimited authority unfettered by any constitutional provisions, it only
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means that life, liberty and rights of the people have been surrendercd g

a coterie of politicians and their sense of right and wrong. This is nothing

short of State-terrorism. The result of the amendments made 50 far hag

be:n ever- cennahzancn of powers nf lhe Cen:m further aggravated by
oF and politicians

With manipulations at party level and by destroying institutions like
that of the Speaker or the Council of Ministers and the Parliamentary
procedures, and by cowing down the fecble opposition in the House
through lung power and dubbing it as “anti-national interested in only
causing obstructions in the national development”” and by misuse of men,
money and muscles for excessive use of state power, ' the Parliamentary
Government has been reduced to a para-military government. ~Much
water has flown since Mahalnobis Commission pointed out that as a result
of planning in India, the rich have become richer and poor  still poorer,
The degeneration of the Government, the efficiency and corruption
actively encouraged and promoted by politicians causing the loot of the
national resources have become the main concern of the political system.
Justice Lentin Committee’s report at the state level and the Bofors and
Fairfax scandals at the Union level are just tips of the ice-berg.

11 Curing the Malaise of the Body-Politic

1. The distortious in the election system can be cured by adopting
proportional representation. Each party getting the seats in the Parliament
in proportion to its popular votes polled in the election. It should be open
for the parties to chose their representatives after the polls so that election-
bickerings would be minimised. Character assassination, mud-slinging,
factionalism and floor crossing would then be replaced by concern for
party ideology, mainfesto, programme and policies. All the parties will
have to be active to keep constant and continous liaison with the people.
Parties will be organically linked with public opinion. It would be the
primary concern of every party to build its image, gain confidence of the
people in its leadership to deliver the goods. There should also be an
obligation on all political parties to hold regular elections of party office=
bearers, so that there would be inner-party democracy instead of domi-
nation through nomination and formation of party-cliques. This should
be a pre-requisite for gaining the right of nominating representatives (0
the legislature.

2. The government itself should sponsor the election campaign by
allowing party-wise convassing, through public media like Radio, T.V:
and newspaper columns. This will save the small parties from financial
constraint and subject the powerful parties ‘to constitutional restrainsts
Even at a modest estimate the big political parti¢s are spending about RS
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Ten Lakhs per parliamentary constituency. Even keeping touch with every

oter through one single posted envelope would cost a candidate some-
ing Rs. 7.5 lakhs.

3. Minimum qualifications, training, experience, ability. to. under-

from our P ians num-
‘bering about 800 in a country of 800 millions. Once a person is elected
to the august assembly, he must be expected to train every nerve for
rendering faithful and loyal service to the people and do justice to the

facilities to enable them to be in touch with their constituency in parti-

“cular and the national problems in general. The Parliamentary Sessions
should be arranged in such a way as to have

maximum duration. The
‘committee work should be of more exacting nature. The entire term of
assignment should be meant for working in a business-like manner. The
liamentarians should deal with public issues, policies and general
lecision-making. They should not be allowed to take interest in personal
gains or work for their relatives and friends. The rules should be made
-more stringent to disqualify the members and discredit the party indulging
n undue favours.

4. Nepotism can be ‘minimised and corruption can be restricted to
a great extent if voters’ councils are organised activised to keep a check
on the representatives. There is a great need to organically link the voters
With the representatives. Right to recall may not be worthwhile, but

If given recognition and status, Voters”
‘Councils can keep an effective check on the activities of the representatives
hrough close scrutiny and demanding accountablity. For this purpose
the representative has to be a local man. A man from Kashmir cannot

rsons from their soil in giving them party tickets is a deep game which
b indermines the authority and respectability of the representative institu-
ons.
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., 5. A'minister must be well:informed, if not an expert, in_the por.
folio he is leading. . No doubt, it i the prerogative of the' Prime Ministor
to assign the portfolio, but a high-powered _institution  like- that of
Cabinet, the Council of Ministers should not be allowe (0 be reshufed ke
a pack of cards with a joker donning any place. The Constitution itselr
should safeguard against such jokes. What national purpose s scrveq
by frequent reshufflings expect keeping the ‘Ministers on tenter-hooks to
satisfy the vainglorious egotism of the Prime Minister? Every excrcise
of reshuffling so far has brought in confusion and demoralization
A Minister should normally hold a portfolio during his ‘good behaviour’
If there is a breach of faith or incompetence, there is no rationale i,
shifting such an inefficient Minister to another portfolio.

6. Judiciary should enjoy complete freedom : non-interference
from the executive must be strictly ensured. At present the appointments
of the judges are made by the excoutive. Vacancies are not filled in
despite the mounting of heavy arrears. In the Supreme Court itself, there
are 1,40,000 cases pending. The number of cases in arrears in State High
Courts are around 14 lakhs. The entire organization, appointments,
temporary appointments, etc. should be left o the Supretme Court with
complete devolution of financial authority. The Executive lmsv still the
powers fo withdraw _prosecutions (especially criminal cases including
murder trials) at any stage. This must be done away with.

7. To check the political corruption a high-powered insitution on
the models of Ombudsman should be created. It should have an elaborate
‘machinery at its disposal. If the present Central Bureau of Investigation
works directly under the President and is directed by the Ombudsman,
politicians cannot escape from the clutches of law. However, a code
of conduct will have to be prescribed for politicians.

8. The states must enjoy full financial autonomy. They should be
partners i sharing the prosperity of their region with the Centre and not
be beggars at the mercy of the Centre. It is inconcewﬂl?le to hmc:
strong Centre with weak States. Butall along our polity is moving
towards isati rather isati This trend  must be
reversed and decentralisation should be carried out to the grass root level
with constitutional guarantees. Very few have realized that the problem
of Punjab stems from ‘operation deprivation’. The demand for \'cstru’c-
turing Centre-State relations had begun as far back as 1967 when llei
non-Congress Governments came into power in majority of States. Bu
even today the Union Goverament is thinking of abolition of Sales '{.1X
and introduction of excise duty, increase in steel price and reduction
of taxes thereon to deprive the States of their legitimate sha.rc, Thcr:
is absolutely no reason to think that leadership at the union level i
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often better than that ‘at the state level,
ven ten million people can form a coherent. political. subssystem.. If by
‘giving them sufficient scope for self-government the regional identities
can flourish and strengthen national integration, it:is worthwhile to
increase the number of states. All of us know how the Union Govern-
ment stood in the way of even naming a particular state according to the
ong desire of the people and invited agitation and popular wrath, Such
attitude is always counter-productive. Instead of having rickety states
ind a pot-bellied discased federal government, let us have self-roliant
utonomus states contributing their mite to make India a strong nation,

9. Last, but not the least, the wide gap between authority and res-

Ponsibility, promises and performance, “lgitimacy and credibility must be
bridged by constitutional guarantees. In the body politic there has to be
Some in-built mechanism where by the people can keep themselves inform-
d of the going-on inside the legislaturés and the administration. Today,
ieir right to such information is merely theoretical and ineffectual. It has
be made real and effective.
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Shri A.P. Venkateswaran releasing the book to general applause.
(L to R) K.R. Malkani and Inder Gujral.

' Venkateswaran releases DRI book

‘The October Revolution & Its
Impact on the World:
Gujral Presides

On September 27, the Deendayal Research Institute published the
“The Russian Revolution & Its Impact on the World”.

' The book was released by Shri A.P. Venkateswaran, former Foreign
tary, Government of India. Shri Inder Gujral, our former Ambassa-

in Russia presided.
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Farlier, Shri Malkani welcomed the guests. And Shrimati Neclany
Deshpande presented them bouguets of flowers. At the conclusion of the
ceremony, Shri Nana Deshmukh, Chairman, DRI thanked the guests.

Here is a report of the speeches :

MALKANI : It is a great pleasure to have you all here today. On behalf
of the Institute, I welcome you all. You are all aware thata few months
back we had an important seminar in this Institute. Russia had just
completed seventy years of the Revolution and we thought that that was
2 good occasion to assess what the impact of the Revolution had been
worldwide. We invited even the C.P.I. and C.P.L(M). AndIam glad
to say that the response was very good. The CPI designated two senior
leaders to present their views. Mr. Namboodiripad of the C.VI’.I (M),
though he could not attend, contributed a paper. And when we circulated
a number of papers, he reacted to them, and sent us another paper.

All these papers were circulated and, subsequently, we had a two-
day seminar. I have not attended another seminar as interesting and as
illumirating as this one. We were not too many— I think less than 20,
But what we learnt in those two days was something unusual for all of
us. Asmy good friend, Prof. Bimal Prasad of the LN.U. put it, we
attend many seminars, but this one was different—and much better.
Other seminars on Russia are either pro-Russia or anti-Russia, but this
one was on Russia. Discussion was free and frank and the whole thing
was done with sweet reasonableness. At the end of it, we felt that the
papers and the discussions were so valuable that it was not enough to
publish them in our monthly magazine, Manthan. We thought they
should be brought out in book form. The seminar was held on the dem‘h
anniversary of Pandit Deendayal. And the book is now ready on his
birth anniversary.

Panditji’s name brings to mind many memories. His dying wa
mysterious. But I will notgo into that. It was happy enough that a
man like Deendayal, a gem like Deendayal, could be produced in this
country even in this iron age. He would have been extremely happy to
see that this Institute is engaged in serious discussion of major issucs.
More than politician, he was a thinker. A sage like him would have
been delighted that we organise seminars like these here, and publish
books like these.

1t is very happy for us to have Mr. Gujral and Mr. Venkateswaran
with us today. Mr. Gujral was able to attend the semina.r, He led the
discussion in the concluding session, a very illuminating session. He needs
no introduction. Mr. Gujral’s last appointment was as Ambassador 10
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Russia. But he is something more than Ambassador. He advocates all
od causes. Both of them are men of light and learning and of very
high experience. Mr. Venkateswaran retired as Foreign Secretary. ~After
a distinguished diplomatic career, he resigned. And now we find that
he is also taking up national issues. There has been some controversy
about this. Tam  sure he thoroughly enjoys it; all healthy people do. It is
uch a pleasure to have two such distinguished men with us today.
are few men in India who know as much about Russia as Mr. Gujral

d Mr. Venkateswaran. Iwould now request Shri Venkateswaran to
give his assessment, his appreciation, of the Russian scene,

HRI VENK ATAESWARAN : It gives me very great pleasure to be
ociated with the release of this book “The Impact of the Russian Re-
yolution on the World™, which contains seminar papers and the discus-
ions held under the auspices of the Deendayal Research Institute in New
Delhi sometime ago. lalso had the privilege of being invited to this
seminar. But, unfortunately, I had to be away from Delhi at that time.
[had asked Mr. Malkani to be good enough to send me as many seminar
Japers as he could. I must say that unlike most organisation which
sknowledge letters but do not follow up, he did send me the seminar
apers. So I had an idea of what was in this book even before I came
e.

The debate has always been on “Evolution” and “Revolution”,
olution, as you know, is a very slow process and I belicve that this
uman race has evolved over three million years, and I am sure that most
s are not very happy with the end-product ! As they say, “Man is the
inger brother of the gods and elder brother of animals. Like the
imals, he cats, excretes and procreates. And like the gods he aspires
truth, justice and beauty. So we havea long way to go before we
in godhood and we have to be very careful that we do not lapse into
animal kingdom. H.G. Wells once said that a revolutionary can be
pared to a glass balloon, when it is being blown and it is red hot.
a time comes when the glass balloon cools and it becomes rigid. At
stage a revolutionary becomes a reactionary; at least he ceases to be
Tevolutionary. That means, the balloon has to be the blown after
aking the glass. ~Some theorists speak about revolution and the conti-
Bation of a revolution. Actually, a revolution by its very nature is just
revolution, like a revolution of a wheel. Or if you take it in the
hiole context, political organisations also have a cyclical life. But even
cles it is not the same cycle which continues. Those of you who have
Ensitive electronic gadgets in Delhi know that clectrical gadgets are often
longer of much use when they get blown up.  So the Russian Revolu-
on, I think, should be judged by what it achieved in 19,7, the impetus.
£ 2ave to the country, its people, the vision with which the




52 Manthay

Revolution succeeded. After that you can judge where the revolution
led: not that the revolution continued, but where did that initial puspy
take the Soviet Union.

It has taken the Soviet Union a long, long way. If you have to
choose twogreat revolutions which have affected the minds of men, apart
from achieving something in  their respective countries, I can only think
of the French Revolution and the Great October Revolution in Russia.
Because here they were not merely to change a system, there was o
mission, there was a goal, namely, to change humanity. Tn the French
Revolution the slogans were liberty, equality and fraternity. It ended
there. And we know that for the effects of the French Revolution itself,
we will have to search very carefully today if you go to France. They
acquired. colonies, oppressed the people, and felt happy in their exploita-
tion. Besides, one of the phenomena which came out of the French Revo-
lution was Napoleon who was no revolutionary. Revolutions are not meant
to overpower others and rule over them. A Revolution means changing
yourselves and your community, your society, your nation. So I would
say that the Russian Revolution was something very unique, greater by
far, because it involved the peaple all over the world and st a moral
which many have tried to imitate.

The focus of the Revolution was to win a new Utopia. Visionaries
can be categorised 1nto two groups : those who dream of utopia and those
who dream of doom. I certainly would like to be on the side of those who.
dream of utopia because even if you do not get those utopias, at least you
can move one stage towards it, trying to improve over the past.

have been associated with the Soviet Union quite intimately. 1 served in
the Soviet Union in the 60s for three years. Then, 1 dealt with the Soviet
Union as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Forcign Affairs in charge
of the Soviet Desk in the 70’s; later 1 dealt with the socialist countriesy
including the Soviet Union. When I served in Moscow, my wife took up
a Russian language course and was also associated with the Soviet ballets
She became for me a tower of strength because in the 60’s there W
10 glasnost, no freedom, and you could not easily meet Soviet peop!

specially authorised, would meet you in their offices. And those who had
been very, very specially authorised, could invite you to their homesg
And that was that. But because she was a student in the State Institute 9
Theatrical Arts, families; of ordinary people would invite her and
cause [ was her husband, T would also get invited. So 1 had been to
Kinds of homes—homes of senior bureaucrats, homes of tram drive

I have been very fortunate in my carreer in the Foreign Office to:

ou

could meet officials and they were obliged to meet you. Those who were &

be
all
and.
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bus drivers of Moscow. We used to be there because all of them had
been students of the Institute of Theatrical Arts.

This, again, brings to my mind what was unique in the Soviet
nion. There were only two privileged categories there; children and
tudents. Anything concerning a child was always sold ata fractional

price. And anything which was needed by students was also available at

ubsidised price. Our daughter went to a Soviet school, not to the Inter-
national School. The reason was that we felt that she should make friends

lamong the people and not just mix with children of other diplomats.

Within the first three months we got three notes from the teachers advis-
about her strengths and weaknesses and telling us what should be

‘done. Unfortunately, despite all these efforts, these have had only limited

results for their own people. Possibly, thistwas due to the psychic com-

lex they acquired during the early years of the revolution, when there

Wwere 23 foreign armics trying to snuff out the revolution. There was a

eulture of suspicion. The culture of suspicion resulted in what was cal-

led the Okhrana, of the KGB with Luleyanka Prison right in the middle
Moscow.

1t seems to me that what Gorbachev is trying todois to carry

rushchev denounced Stalin, which was a very courageous thing to do.
‘ou can understand how much courage was needed for this. So I would
y that Gorbachev required a little less courage because of that pioncer,
hruschev who had already done something very important. I believe

Karl Marx who, all said and done, was basically a humanist. He wanted
men and women should realise their fullest potential. And so through
this theory of dialectical materialism, he was aiming at human beings
fealising their full potential. Then it means that their individual persona-
y has to be allowed to blossom and not merely the collective spirit,
ertainly not the collective being ofa State. Because when you look at
t, what was the ultimate goal of Communism ? It was that the state will
ither away.  So if the state is to wither away later, why do you give
dditional instrumentality to the State, to keep the people under guided
ntrol 2 Some minimal control is essential because all States rest on
use of force. When I was studying law, a Professor, who was also
interesting person, permitted questions. Nowadays, I find it is not
‘missible to do so, because it will get you bad marks ! I asked him,
jhat does the last rupee of uncollected land revenue rest on ? He said

id, then, the revolution would stick. And that is absolutely true.
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Here 1would like to give you astory which was told by My
Khrushchev at a dinner in our Embassy in 1964. Mr. T.N. Kaul was the
Ambassador and the visit was a special gesture that Mr. Khrushchev hag
made. When his time came to reply to the toast—and of course, the
toast given by our side was full of high-praise flattery—Mr. Khrush-
chev said he had just come back the previous day from the Caucasus
where people’s longevity could reach 120 or 130 years. He said he
gave his presentation there. Anold man was standing at the back of
the hall. Khrushchev called him Jabia, and said : “You have seen how
things were before the Revolution, you have seen the Revolution, and you
have also seen the fruits of the Revolution. What do you think of our
And the old man replied : “I have only one shirt. It
is getting frayed at the cuffs. My shoes are worn out and I do not
know where I shall find the money to buy a new one”. Mr. Khrushchey
said he felt embarassed and told Jabia that he must not complain because
there are countries which are even poorer—China and India, for
instance—where they cannot afford even to wear shoes. Thereupon the
old man said : “Mr. Khrushchev, did the revolution come to China
and India before it came to the Soviet Union ? (Laughter). Here was
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of Russia. He hnd‘
the capacity to laugh at himself and the system. That was the kind of
openness with him.

When I went to Moscow for the 50th Anniversary of the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republic, they wanted to give higher precedence to
Mr. Dange than to Mr. Pathak, our Vice-President, who was leading
the Indian delegation. We told them that if they put a private citizen
like Dange ahead of the Vice-President of India, we will have to walk
out. They could not understand us. And I had to point out that I did
not sec that within two generations the Communist Party would come
to power in India. Theyat last understood. Sowe have to be very
cautious. In the speech of Mr. Pathak on that occasion I put in a quota-
tion from Kamban, the famous poet of the South, who rendered the
Kamban described Ram Rajya thus :

achievements ?”

Ramayana in Tamil.

Iilaarum illai udayaarum illai

Mllaarum illai, udayaaram illai

It means that in Rama’s kingdom, there was nobody who did not have
enough and there was also nobody who had more than enough. Because if
you do not have enough, you can be cxploited and if you have more
than enough, then again, you can exploit. So basically it means : To
cach according to his needs; no more no less, which is what communism
aspires for. That ‘was the principle underlying Ram Rajya. So the
Soviet Revolution has a message for us that we too have to emulate. Bul
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we have also to keep in mind that sometimes there are certain things
which can be taken only at a jump, and, cannot be taken at a walk.

I think it is important to study all these things—the Seminar papers
L and the discussions that were held. And those of you who have not had
the opportunity of studying them, I would advise you to take the first
opportunity to do so.

Before I end I would like to make one more point, namely that
friendship between India and the Soviet Union is extremely important for
us. Sometimes it is fashionable to say in India that the Soviets need us
more than we need them. T do not think so at all and it will be increa-
singly evident when there is a growth in the interaction between the Soviets
tand the United States. Mind you, the United States is having a tremend-
i On the one hand it shouts' that the Soviet Union must
iberalise and open up. On the other hand, they know that the Soviet
Union will become stronger if it succeeds with its Glasnost and Peres-
oika.  If one recalls what happened, T think in 1972, there was a ten-
point agreement which was drawn up, ten principles guiding relations
between the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. I was then Joint Secretary dealing
ith the Soviet Union. So I had to interpret it, summarise the proceed-
ngs and send it to our leadership. One of the points was that neither
ide will take unilateral advantage of the other. And T pointed out that
could mean both sides can together, take advantage of any one else.

Geo-politically, the Soviet Union is more important for us than the
S.A. and it will always be so. I think the Soviets being an Asian as
vell as  a European power, have a slightly more oriental bent of mind
n That makes, I think, for a better relationship all around.

RIMALKANI :  Mr. Venkateswaran, thank you very much, for your
ightening talk. I would now request Mr. Gujral to enlighten us on

RI I.K. GUIRAL : Nanaji, Mr. Malkaniji, Mr. Venkateswaran, ladies

Bd gentlemen, T had participated in the semin:

I had said that there was need of under-
nding Russia in so many ways, not only because it is our neighbour—
Presently it is a super-power,—but also because over the centuries, our
L interests have been involved in this region. There is a good old
ge which says that when You are trying to analyse trends and historical
105, it i very important to be objective and unemotional. Unfortuna-
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i i ctimes, rather frequently, tend to look at the
tely, in India, we som : T e b [

foreign policy issues in an er. We | endsh
love affairs, We, thus, juxtapose our prejudices into a situation, thus

blurring our view.

Mr. Venkateswaran has been a highly rated diplomat ail his
life. Unlike him, I had only a brief span._as ambassador 1},\ ”Tc
USSR. But I have often found it to my dismay that some media m:\
and even enlightened public opinion lczde?'s inhibit fra_nk dlsc\:‘ssmsns v
branding the speakers. This difficulty pamcu.larly Eer!ams lod( e m,M
Union. A diplomat who has worked there is hastily branded as [;ro!\\r
anti-Soviet. T was reading Galbraith’s memoirs of ambassadorsh{p in Ind vix
He makes a very succinct observalion‘ when he says that a time c;m:s
when you people at home start believing  that while you are assxgr/\:n ﬂn
a foreign country, you are prejudiced in favour of that country. ‘\el
same an important part of a diplomat’s job, he says, s that his zs?gnm\.n‘
does not end with termination of his assignment. A nation mveshs in l;‘l
stay, and it is very important that when he returns home, eh “1\th
continue to interpret that country to his own peqpl:. In my own ; und s
way I have been trying to do that though, sometimes, I have been brande
as pro-Soviet.

1 believe that the Soviet Union is an area of our vilal. interests. It lls
our neighbour and also a major world power. Therefore if we :an‘lv Z
understand our short-term and long-term interest, we have to understan

this country.

Unfortunately, as Mr. Venkateswaran said, we divido ourselvs into
antiand pro-camps and the resul is that when you are judging events and
siuations, you tend to faler If you are pro-Savit,then You ignore hei
shortcomings and you try to justify (hew_ faul{y policies and thus i
look major mis-directions. If you are anti-Soviet, then yr)us see [n: o
Tight in it and see everything in some shade of black. The Soviet n:

i i i i its Asian
has several aspects that are interesting, social transformation of its A 1

part particularly. Those of you who have had the opportunity of unvﬂ:‘ndg
in these parts of the Soviet Union, would have seen that Samarkand,

il d
Tashkent, Bokhara etc. present the sight of backward societies transformet

i i a few
from the mediaeval areas to the present times in a matter ohf a
decades. Women have come out of purdah. It should make us U

a society tha x ;
quicklyvySomelimes the means applied have not been very desirable,

the transformation is there to see.

i i, thanks
The book has two major merits. One is that Mr. Malkani, kﬂ‘(‘:w
to his z¢al, got together those whose prejudices cither way were kno

ink hows

formed 50
t was far more backward than ours, has been trans! 150
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inderstand the Russian ethos. ~ As Ambassador, I had one complaint -
Ewhenever an Indian delegation came to Moscow, the subject under
scussion was always, and only, India and never Russia. The result was
ithat the discussions did not add to our knowledge. I remember a dele-
gation of the Planning Commission that discussed the Indian plan, T

That was in the pre:Gorbachev era. Now it seems
some change is taking place. In the course of the last two years I find that
discussions in Moscow and in Delhi pertain to the Soviet Union as well,

Whenever we talk of a Revolution, we often everlook the ethos and
the history of the country. We think as if Russian history began in 1917
and as if the Russian mind was born in 1917. In the book you will notice
t 1 had quoted a very interesting incident. In the last century in 1839,
fhere was a French traveller by the name of De Crustine. His name i
Wrongly spelt in the book. He travelled in the Russian Empire and wrote
 travelogue. The book then got lost. The average life of a book is never
Jery long. And everybody forgot about it till a French Ambassador in
Moscow found its copy in a second-hand bookshop and then got it
1 also have a rare copy of this reprint. If you put your thumb
o0 the 1839, you feel that much of what he was talking about represented
scene of pre-Gorbachey era. He talks of a sick society, of a suspicious
ety which only commands and obeys, a society which s neglected.
fhat made me look for more books of the same type and then read an
Bieresting but old biography of Chenghiz Khan. If we want to under-
tand Russia, we should read this book. The Mongols ruled the Russian
dmpire, what is now the areas of Soviet Union, for more than four
Enturies. Russian liberation came only about 300 years ago.  Thercfore,
institutions, the thinking, the State structures, and even the world
. sometimes is Mongol. With the Revolution, several aspects chang-
but some survived. The point that I am trying to make is that revo-
ftions do change societies, but some elements survive the revolutions.

When do revolutions occur, generally speaking ? T am  not talking in
S of Marxian concepts. I feel that revolutions generally come when a
ety loses the capacity for inner cleansing, when a_social system decays

when it does not know how. to readjust itself to the new. realities,
€ Russians for the moment are passing through such a process of inner
ansing. Every society, I think, sooner or later or rather periodically,

a reality. Like the individuals, if you do not know how to
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cleanse the stomach either through Yoga or through medicines, then (e
results are generally difficult and painful.

USA faced such a situation in the’ Nixon era. But the democratic
system manifested strength and the society met the challenge. In Russia,
one such effort is being made by Gorbachev. Whenever a moment of truth
comes, the beginning has to be made by re-examination of existing institu-
tions. That should not be interpreted to mean as if somebody is trying to
denigrate what has been achieved. The thinking people who have an
incisive eye and a penetrating mind, try to look at the institutions, how
far they have served and how much they have decayed. No institution is
eternally right or wholly wrong. So when we are analysing the
Soviet Revolution, it will be a mistake to think that Gorbachev is
rejecting the socialist revolution. He is accepting it and rejecting it at the
same time. Dialectics basically means that you both accept and reject at
the same time, and thus establish continuity.

The Russian leaders of today are the insiders of the system,
products of the system. They are trying to transform society without
wrecking it. It will be a mistake to believe that capitalism is coming
back in Russia. Itisnot. When socialism is modified, it does not
mean that capitalism is coming. Whether socialism will be able to
readjust to the new realities or not, is still to be seen. Gorbachey
is showing remarkable courage. There arc very few leaders—I am
not talking only of the Russian leaders—in the world who have such
courage to expose, to put aside their dogmatic garments and say
these are the discarded dogmas. These faults were there all along,
but now here is a leader who is leading this society and he says,
“Yes, these are the bad points”, and he, along with his colleagues,
wants to change them.

Another quality of this man, which I admire most, is that, unlike
many world leaders, and particularly our leaders, he does not only sit up
and lecture on change. He pursucs the change. He sees to it that the
change filters down.

Another aspect that I think we must bear in mind is that he s not
only changing internally, he is transforming the foreign policies in a very
big way. If you read the theoreticians of foreign policy in the Soviet
Union_ today, for the first time you realise that they say openly and
categorically that the central point of the Soviet policy today is friendship
with America. The postulates have changed. If we go by the old thinking
that the inherent contradictions between the Soviet Union and America
persist, then we will be mis-judging the situation. How much and how
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far he is succeeding, is difficult to perceive. But definitely his postulates
are very different. Onc of his firm beliefs is that his new foreign policy
cannot succeed unless there is an assurance of peace.

The pursuit for peace has entered an interesting phase. Both USA
and the Soviet Union have now reached a stage when their economies
cannot afford the excessive defence cxpenditure. Weapons now arca
very expensive proposition. For the first time, you find that the American
economy is in a spin. I am referring to a recent article by Mr. Kissinger.
He says that there is no hope of recovery of the American economic
leadership; Japan has overtaken it. Eufope also has begun to fear the
burden of defence. Thus the question arises : can America sustain the
dream of star wars, and continue to_invest in nuclear weapons? The
situation in  the USSR is similar. The Soviet cconomy cannot afford to
invest more money in nuclear arms. The reality stares both of them in
the face.

Gorbachev has taken two courageous initiatives. First is Afgha-
nistan. I was Ambassador in Moscow when the Soviet army went into
Afghanistan. Istayed on for another year. And later I travelled to
Afghanistan. It was very difficult to foresee that cither voluntarily or
' involuntarily, the Soviet Union would ever withraw. But Gorbachev has
done it. He has takena major risk. If Americans and Pakistanis
| together make it difficult, the enemies of Gorbachev in the Soviet Union—
get hold of his throat. This can create
That is where, toavery large extent, it depends on

3 ‘The latest initiative that has come only two days ago, is Gorbachev’s
Specch in Siberia wherein he has propounded a new thesis of peace in
Asian and Pacific region. Brezhnev in his time also used to talk of
\sian security. When Mrs. Gandhi came to Moscow in 1976 I was there.
rezhney exerted his best to persuade Mrs. Gandhi to back his conception
f Asian security. Whatever your views about Mrs. Gandhi may or
ay not be, 1 must certify that she was a remarkable diplomat and she
€w how to negotiate, not by long speeches but by pauses and
ilences. 1do not know of any other leader, whose art of negotiation
S or is, as skilfull. She did not respond to Brezhnev. She just smiled
i Brezhnev was uncomfortable, she was not. She did not
The reason was simple. Brezhnev's thesis
as aimed at ganging up to isolate China. She knew that this would be
lignment, by another name. Our policy was changing in another
irection; we were trying to revive our relationship with China. We did
ot want to fall in that trap.
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But Gorbachev has advanced a new conception, that isb’all-mcl:;\;ﬁj

Like the European detente, China would also be at the |§ e, so sho
o A and Japan. Step by step, he wants to climinate tensions
s (I,ds a:w peace. It has its difficulties when Japan 1 uow being
::;e?imandacnhma is not willing to co-operate. Also India has its own

dilemmas.

We ll favour an Asian peae, but are mirse :u:hselyclznte\;(/l‘:c:‘;l‘
£ ity of values inhi 3 el
S i neighbours, but we do ot take any
B e e o region. We lack the courage of Gorbachey.
e e
e e e e South
B i o e concept of
i peace in South Asia, then our future in Asia cannot
il Do weliaye thel dotrade 1o haye ambiler fook at
e vei -

our foreign policy ?

The Indian mind, the Indian media and Indian thinkers are -
when it comes to criticising super-powers; they are very
R e e e
L e e e e @
) e e e e ot o
e s Bhutan
;:fmgsenz:rw:?umxyo talk about Nepal. That, we think, negates patriotism.
e do

Gorbachey has shown a new style and if we are wise and drav;
oral from it, 1ot us have the  courage {0 review our neighbourhood
some moi , Lot

relations.

Thank you very much. I am glad to be associated with the book.
Gujral, for your insights into
< Thank you very much Mr. 5
MALKAT] s-crc:: e your candid comments on the making of rnrz;zg
'helkuss‘l would now request Nanaji, Chairman, Deendayal Rese:
policy. 1w N
Institute, to say a few words of thanks.

(PL. see next page also)
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{ANA DESHMUKH : The Deendayal Research Institute is fortunate to be
ble to invite the country’s thinkers periodically to speak on subjects of
nterest to the nation and humanity at ‘large. It has also been lucky to
ceive their gracious responses. Today you gave us your valued assess-
ents of the October Revolution. No amount of thanks can be enough for
ese. Yet, both individually and on behalf of DRI, I express my grateful
nks for the insights you gave us,

Xpositions of ideas.

Dr. Susheelaji is like an elder sister to us. She has affection for DRI,
ie often comes here and gives us the benefit of her experiences and tho-
hts. This gives us strength. Today, the book “October Revolution &
Impact on the World” is being released. It is a part of our celebration

72nd birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya. He was
m on September 25. There is a reason why we are observing it here,
Delhi, two days after the date of his birth.

On September 25, Shri Mahesh Chandra. Sharma, Secretary of the
itute, inaugurated a_momentous programme for the youth at Nagpur,
is a programme for mobilising and unifying the youth for reconstruct-

i ion. DRI has launched yet anothor

The third programme of DRI rel
icational Research Centre was ina
in Gonda.

ated to cducational research, Ag
ugurated by myself at Jayaprabha-

DRI keeps on organising such programincs. You will keep on
Fiving_information regarding the progress of theso programmes which
interlinked in the service of our people and for universally shared
perity of mankind asa whole

All of you have graced this occasion by your presence, [ thank you
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" With best compliments of

Mahesh Chandra Sharma, Secretary Deendayal Research Institute
called up the youth.

Sassmlalalaaains il i e,

ORI, Nagpur opens”
DRI, Nagpur, opens

National Youth Movement

ational Youth Movement was inaugurated in the auditorium of
hagini Mandal, Sitabardy on the auspicious occasion of the birthday of
. Deendayal  Upadhyaya on 25th Sept. 1988, Large numbers of
joung mon and women were present. Shri Mahesh Chandra Sharma,
tary, DRI and Chief Guest, opened ‘the programme by lighting a
mp. After Shri Vinod Bokare’s solo song, Dr. Ramesh Gautam, in

introductory address, narrated the inspiring reminiscences  of
Deendayal ji and called up the youth to give practical shape to his
eas.

“

Shri Mahesh Chandra Sharma in his inaugural address explained
t the whole country is aware of the “Integral Humanism® concept
Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya but our youth has not paid any attention
¥ard the social-utility of this concept. The new generation represents
e “present” of this country and it is only the young who are endowed
h the capacity to face the crisis. Our society has become a helpless
‘ground for hypocrisy and double standards. It is not enough to
‘Satyameva Jayate' (It is truth that triumphs) as an emblem and
ome carefree. It has become essential to hold fast on to the truth in
Pns’s personal and social life.

McNally Bharat Engineering Co. Ltd-
(A Company under Macneill & Magor Group)
Chartered Bank Buildings
Calcutta-700 001

S
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National Youth Movement will foster the programmes for eradica-
tion of evils of casteism and dowry systems by organising discussions,
seminars and public movements and helping to solve the local problems.
by collective ‘shramdan’ movements. The forum of Deendayal Research
Institute is always ready to undertake any constructive work by young
men and women of the country.

Later, Shri Mahesh Chandra Sharma had informal talks with the
young people on various subjects and replied to their queries.

Sow. Sumatibai Suflikar was present on the occasion. Ms. Vishakha
Deshpande acted as the moderator of the programme. Arati Purohit
thanked the audience for gracing the occasion. The programme ended
after the “Vandemataram” song sung by Sow. Sarita,

Young people were present in great number in the function.

* . *
Speech Competition

Lachhu Bhaiya Khadkar Memorial Speech Competition was organi-
sed under the auspices of Deendayal Research Institute, Bal Jagat, Laxmi
Nagar, Nagpur, on Monday, 26th Sept., 1988 at the Ranjan Sabhagriha,
Matree Seva Sangh. Sitavardi, Nagpur in the evening.

The function was presided over by Sow. Madhuri Joshi (Teacher Pt.
Bachhraj Vyas Vidyalaya, Hanuman Nagar) and moderated by Sow. Asha
Dharpure.

28 students of 16 schools took part in the competition. First prize
was captured by Ms. Sonali Pandhri Pande (Bhinde Kanyashala, Bardi)
second by Ms. Archana Vankhade (Ravinagar) and third by Shubhangi
Bhende (Pratapnagar, Prathmik Marathi Shala). Supporting prize was
handed to Sukhdev Dudhalkar and Prakash Hivse (Viklang Bal Vikas
Kendra).

Chief of the Institute’s Nagpur unit Sow. Sumatibai Suflikar was
present throughout. Sow. Madhuri +Joshi U T with
theideas of PL. Deendayal i ;
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