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“The Caste system is not based on inequality, there
is no question of inferiority, and so far as there is any
such question arising, as in Madras, Maharastra or
elsewhere, the tendency should undoubtedly be checked.
But there appears to be no valid reason for ending the-
svstem because of its abuses. It lends itself easily to
reformation. The spiirit of democracy, which is fast
spreading through out India and the rest of the world,
wili without a shadow of doubt, purge the institution

of the idea of predominance and subordination.”
— 03307 Q02N s-03-CGF 30

( @Pri— Fror (W) a:%éc:;a LEIRI3000 IS
swgmiy. wddg Seondew 53 ode ay. owm,
B RGN I8edd Hed MY Qolor wdde (Imerd I
B9 Beoe-drd ST wvoBon B s‘.bt! 8303:8 w3, uméi
eé’ﬂﬂé»mh add3BeF, Sword, z%mg EALVETEY)
oo dm#daﬂgd Sod,ea%ziﬁ, & dmﬁdz&l 33 AododeBe
Brid dmm‘cééoﬁaa}(g. ;smm;?ema RogedsnR Wi,
Baeydd. GROSKQUNR, voR BRd IYhe Bwy st
8,83 0% yadme 8 Sersg dong Yomuiumim:g
Boews- 690 eI Baeddy vl SRR vEd-)

Youdy Ay3oF, ,IFy FIRTRoW, ITFARFOLT
SELA wBk 0B 0B, Seor 5 $0%eQ) — ¥HDI8  Fed
DeSNod T, BT, 33N — TI 0T Wew 0, ¥ uass,
mmég 3, %&ﬁ m”?uroérv;o B, BreRod, Reoazed
30, FoTONPMeN, R8T $esFmaN IRRR-AnRmRAGRTH



2BRIS wgcsmr{sa'é o0

@0 BWHLILF. 2IC [OHITITN 8 803n0
B, 030 20030 % °°=6 NSV;S'@‘ BN ETTIS0L03 wwy XRoR

ﬁcs‘dji‘acé 3716030 O &mz&r@
pe

30022), AYIVoNITA
To®3’ ddamaf ¥ zpa:ﬁées& (MY RIARRWE 0

Q

“The Indian village commumity was an organised,
self-acting body. It included nearly complete establishment
of occupations and trades for enabling it to continue its
collective hife without assistance from any person or body
external to it.”
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““ The Indian village may be regarded as the most
permanent institution and the self-sufficiency and the
corporate hfe of the Village republic is the greatest
heritage of the nation ”’
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" Intercourse with the West has been on the whole
unhappy and in many cases disastrous to India’s high
spiritual ideals and superior cultaral life and ancient

heritage.”
—0. C. Ganguly
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“The story of the decadence of Indian rural life is
probably the worst tragedy of human act. Its principal
actors were the DBritishers The ill taste and thirst for
commercial gain of the British trader killed the artistic
outlook of the Indian craftsman, while the jealous and
hostile attitude of the British producer intimidated him,
Who does not know the sad episode of the cutting off the
thumb of the many a noor weaver of Bangal ? What a sad
contrast to the protection he enjoyed under his Indian
rulers! The craftsman had begun to groan under foreign
oppression | He could only look to the middle classes for
patronage, now that the old ruling houses have disappeared-
The middle classes gave a cold response since their tasteS
had undergone some change under foreign influence
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“ My 1dea of village Swarajis that it is a complete
republic independent of its neighbours for its own wital
wants and yet interdependent for many others in which
dependence is a necessity Thus every village’s first concern
will be to grow its own food crops and cotton for its cloth,
It should have a reserve for its cattle, recreation and
playgrounds for its adults and children. Then if there is
more land available it will grow useful money crops, thus
excluding ganja, tobacco, opium and the like., The village
will have a theatre, school and public hall- There will be no
casts such as we have today with their graded untouch-
ability. Education will be compulsory up to the final basic
course...... There will be a compulsory service of village
guards...... The government of the village will be
conducted by the Panchayats elected by the villagers, male
and female...... They will have all the authority and
jurisdiction required...... This Panchayat will be the
legislature, judiciary and executive combined...... Any
village can become such a republic today without much
interference...... ?
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“You must know your vast past and recover it for the
purposes of your future, First, there fore, become Indians,
recover the patrimony of your forefather It is the spirituality
of India, the sadhana of India Tapasya Jnana and Shakt;
that must make us free and great. India’s work is worlds
work, God’s work,

($BF— paudeodsty 3Ry ORI Padrod 48
Oy woukdiws, mene I PAIR APUPLLERESEA
B303: BT, wd vor 32y, ;L'azdm zp::dacoSa epa:i;?o&..,v B
oof, oRdFITs ﬂ@m&d ¥R gy Romg 3 3y o w;
@RI FOG I, ¥s%, w,mai, 5§n¢° ;ddvd,‘ % Eo¥ uma
Aon, DWIFONST: Nolen  INEBS. zpad:d 3
%0 wRe wridd za:}émm@m, TR BT w38,
SrRYmo.)



EP) SdpreRdsd Brnu

£9028 594y wnd, T Todp; ¥ GeSY TG — dou
BORORFIBNY BEINTR BFFy TRT  ATNVR T8y,
BRITUT,0TIR SYHIONIZ), F,meh ModB. Doz
AR W, BRT F§;030H08 B33, B3, MevudeTny,
VT, YHTRNE, I TemaRohne Bl Zeh Eé&gj %‘%é
ne @5633%;3 IR®WYRow BEFIP 8. B IBRRY
BeGOER, YERre, ¢ M BAE T 7 Jow NHvroFdoh
BhhsBeny Sy ga‘m:é%& gomd, ESELE SN 20050 5305~
ResoR A3y dq)agosozs& aéz%:do@do, TANR 3%5;3 zzmai’g
IRFANRBAYR, ¥YnY Jtsdln aéma’n%;ﬁoé‘ o'a;)dof\)
Ros3rE SRAIF. BRROW IR + T8 ol | W,
BRT, éﬁes [OTVF ? SBow BTIIOT FPYUORT T3, 08008
PIPeed Romp,niwan, UTE IDNTE BOR BRLWTYS?
833, wod@ Zesd 8 83, IR whonl, ASFARRI30n
RFY, ¢ BS ARFE, Ty 7 3B,  oohB,  FeIwn
203030 B3 BRIy B33 20wy TOMIOY ?
WoBE MNTINOIIFFIIY, ol T 37, AINPRF-YHr Y
ReNI e300 INJRE S0T3,00 BFEINT “RJpFeBoso?
ANRE BIFS B T03000 wINT 53,08, RBAUNT HeR-
Pasn Do DY ,[NY wBTINBR  §3,08000Y, ¥
oy, BT, WV’ i 38 23R éédgzﬁefo. WY IR
Bes. IR EEROR TR EFITR, WESTRT  ADITTRRy,
RN godedo.  MoPLLWLIT B IR BBF I,
32330008 Fod AYeTIZy w3 LR uz@@km%é_
“ When I found myself drawn 1ato the political coil I

asked myself what was necessary for me in order to remain
absolutely untouched by immorality, by untruth, by what
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is known as political gain----- I do not jropose to take you
through all the details of that act or performance - - Be that
ac it may, | came definitely to the conclusion that if I had to
cerve the people in whose midst my life was cast and of whose
difficulties I was a witness from day to day. I must diccard all
wealth, all possession’”
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Indu~trialism depende ei tirely on your capacity to eaploit,
on foreign markets being open to you and on the absence of
competitors.
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* You canuot build non-viclence on a faclory vt ization
but it can be built on self-contained villages. Rural economy
as I have conceived it, eschews exploitation altogether and
explottation is the essence of violence.”
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“Twoud catagrically state my conviction that the mania
for mass-production is responsible for the world ciisis. Granting
for the moment that machinery may supply ail the needs of
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humanity, still it would concentrate production in particular
areas, so that you would have to go about in a round about
way to regulate distribution.”
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“lhere are two schools of thonght current in the world.
One wants to divide t: e world :to cities and the other into
villages. T'he vill e civiization and city civilization are totally
different things. Oue depends on machinery and industria-
lisation and the oiber on  handicrafts,.  We have given
preferene to latter.

After all, this industrialization and large scale production
are only of comparatively recent growth. We don’t know how
far it has contributed to the development of our bappiness, but
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we know this much that it has brought in its wake the recet
world wars. This second world war 15 noc ctill over and even
if it comes to an end, we are hearntg of a third world war-- "
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“ The fact is that this industrial civilization is a disease
because it is all ew] ILetus not be deceived by catch
words and phrases. I have no quarrel with steam ships or
telegraphs. They may stay, if they can, without the support
of industrialism and all it connotes, They are not an end. We
must not suffer exploitation fur the sake of steam ships and
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telegraphs. They are in no way indispensable for the
permanent we'fure of the Luman race. Now that we know
the use of steam and e'ectricity, we should be able to use them
on due occasion and after we have learnt to avoid industialism.
Qur concern is, therefore, 1o destroy industrialism at any cost.”
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“ To me political power is not an end but one of the
means of enabling people to better their condition in every
department of life.”
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“1 decided to withdraw from party and power politics
not because of disgust or sense of any personal frustration'
but because it became cléar to me that politics could not
deliver the goods. the gdods being the same old goods of
equality, freedom, brotherhood; peace.
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But was there an alternative to politics? Could society
be changed and reconstructed in any other manner than through
the agency of the state.? Politics is'buf a science of state.

‘There was an alternative. Mahatma Gandhi had placed it
before ue.  But, I must admit, it was not clear to me at that
time, . ’ : :

Gandhiji had shown us an alternative fo arined conflict in
the course of our struggle for- freedom. And we had followed
him ---not so much out of conviction as because his prescription
had worked.se+ - -+

But Gandhiji had no time to give a practical demonstra-
tion of his nonviolent technique for changing and reconstructing
society. No doubt, he had spoken and written much about it
but before he was alyﬂe, fo put it into practice he was cruelly
snatchéd away from our midst. Looking back, it seems clear
now that he had already begun to lay the foundations of hie
future course of action. But the sxgmfxcance of what he was
doing was ehtxrely lost upon me as perhaps upon many others,
The significance of the fact for instance, that after having led
the freedom movement to a brilliant success, he did not take
power himself to use it for remaking the country in accordance

- to his ideals had completely escaped me. Like wise, when he
proposed that the congress should ‘withdraw from the field of
poljtics and turn itself into what he called a Lok Sevak Sangh
the import again of that extra ordinary proposal was lost upon
me, Nor had the country a chance to consider that proposa)
dispassionately, because the grief and anxiety into which it was
plunged were too overpowering for clear thought. Besides all
eyes were turned to those who, in the absence of the ship’s
captain, were expected to steer her to safety. And from them
not a word came about the Master’s “ last will and testament’
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On top of it all, when it was seen that every one of Gandhiiji’s
political colleagues bad taken to traditional path of politics it
could not even be suspected that there was in Gandhism an
alternative to the method of party and power.”’
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* A model zamindar would at once reduce much of the

burden the ryotis now bearing, He would come in intimate
touch with the ryots and know their wants and 'inject hope
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into them in the place of despair which is killing the very life
out ol them. He will not be satisfied with the ryot’s ignorance
of the laws of sanitation and hygiene. He will reduce himselt
to poverty in order that the ryots may have the necessaries -of
life, He will study the economic coundition of the ryots under
his care, establish schools in which he will educate his own
children side by side with those of the ryots, He will purify the
village well and the village tank. He will teach-the ryot.to
sweep his roads and clean his latrines by himeelf doing - this
necessaty labour. He will throw open without reserve his own
gardens for the unrestricted use of the ryot. _He will use as
hospital, school, or the like most of tbe unnegessary buildings
which he keeps for his pleasure If Only the cap‘tdhst c]acs
will read the signs of the times, revise their notions of god—
given right to ‘all they possess, in an incredibly short §pace of
time, the seven husnidred thousand dung-heaps ~which to day
pass muster as villages can be turned into abodes of peace
health and comfort.
' ! —Young India
5 12-'29
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“ The peasants must reject the doctrine that their holdings
are absolutely theirs to the exclusion of the zamindars. They
are or should be members of a joint family in which the
zamindar is the head guarding their rights against encroach-
ment. Whatever the law' may be, the zamindari to be
defensible must approach the conditions of a joint family. »*

—Young India 28-5."31
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“ Real socialism has been handed down to us by our
ancestors who taught: ‘All land belongs to Gopal, where
then is the boundary line ? Man is the maker of that line and
he can therefore unmake it * Gopal literally means shepherd:
it also means God. In modern language it means tne State ie.
the People. That the land today does not belong to the people
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is too true. But the fault is not in the teaching It is in us who
have not Jived up to it

I have no doubt that we can make as good an approach to

it as is possible for any nation, not excluding Ruwssia and that
without violence.
—Harijan 2-1-'37
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** This happened to me as I walked to Shivarampalli from
Wardha. All the way I was seeking a solution of the prob'em
which communists tried to solve in their own way. One day,
the story of the Vamana incarnation flashed through my mind,
and Brahman that I was, I took it up and commenced begging
gifts of land.”’
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