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b)

In the absence of visual aids the reader wiil find
himself doing exactly what ancient and medieval
readers did. namely reading aloud- Readerts
continued to read aloud after the beginning of word
separation in the later Middle ages, and even after
the coming of print in Renaissance.

The concept of literature as something to be listened
to in public rather than scanned silently in private
in itself makes the notion of literary property more
difficult to Grasp. We ourselves are more couscious
of an author’s contribution when we read his book
than we are of a composer’s when we hear his
work performed. Amongthe Greeks the regular
method of publication was by public recitation, at
first, significantly, by the author himself, and then
by Professional readers or actors, and public
recitation continued to be the regular method of
publication even after books and the art of reading
had become common. How the affected the poet‘s
livehood we shall see in another connection; here
we may pause to notice the effect of oral
presentation on the Character of the literature.
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experience”.3
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