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“ CHRISTOVAO DE FIGUEIREDO went
close to the trench before the walls, keeping
himself as much concealed as possible, and
seeing how fearlessly the Moors exposed
themselves on the wall, began, with the musq-

ueteers whom he had brought, to open fire on
them in such a way that he slew many, the

Moors being careless and free from fear who
up to then had never seen men killed with
firearms nor with such other weapons, So they

hegan to forsake the wall ( at this point), and
the king’s troops found an opportunity of

coming in safety to it, and they began to
destroy much of the masonry; and so many
people collected on this side that all the camp
was put in commotion, saying that CHRISTOVAO
DE FIGUEIREDO had entered the city with his
Portuguese. ”’
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‘“ Narasinga ( Krishnadevaraya) has in
this city very large and handsome palaces
with numerous courts, There are also in this
city many other palaces of great lords who
live there..-The streets and squares are very
wide They are constantly filled with an innu-
merable crowd of all nations and creeds....
There is an infinite trade in the city..........”
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“ Going forward, you have a broad and
beautiful street full of rows of fine houses and
streets, and it is to be understood that the
houses belong to men rich enough to afford
such., In the street live many merchants and
there you will find all sorts of rubies and dia-
monds and emeralds and pearls and seed-pearls
and clothes and every other sort of things
thereis on earth and that you may wish to buy”

“ Inthis city you will find men belonging to
every nation and people because of the great
trade which it has and the many precious
stones there, principally diamonds- I could not
see the entire city, because it lies between
several ranges of hills. What I saw from thence
seemed to me as large as Rome. ”

“The streets and markets are full of laden
oxen without count so that you cannot get
along for them and in many streets you come
upon so many of them, you have to wait for
them to pass or else have to go by another
WaY° bR

“ Of the city of Bisnaga they say that
there are more than a hundred thousand dwell-

ing houses in it. ”
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CHRONICLE OF FERNAO NUNIZ.
CHAPTER X ( Sewell pp. 343 ).
OF THE SPOIL TAKEN FROM THE MOORS, OF HOW
THE KING BURNT ALLTHE DEAD, AND OF WHAT
CHARISTOVAO DE FIGUEIREDO DID.

During this return of the king there came to meet him
Christovac de Figueitedo, who wis at the time in the city
of Bisnaga with horces, and he took with him twenty
Portuguese musqueteers, he also himselt having his masquet,
The king took much pleasure m his company, glad that he
should see tha war and his great power; and he ordered some
tents to be given to him of those taken fiom the Ydallea:,
and commanded that he should he lodged close to his own
quarters, One day Christovao De Fiowewedo told the king
that he wanted to go and sce the city, but the king said
that he should not set  his heart upon that because he did

not want disaster to befall him. But Christovao De Fiqueiredo
replied that the whole business of the Portuguese was war,

and that this would be the greatest favour that he could do
him, namely that His HHighness shounld permit him to go and
see the Moors. Sothe king gave him leave and sent some
people with him  Christorvo e Rinueiredo went close to the
trench before the walls, keeping himself as much concealed
as possible, and seeing how fearlessly the Moors exposed
themselves on the wall, began, with the musqueteers whom
he had brought, to open fire on them in such a way that he
slew many, the Moors being carcless and free from fear,
who up to then had never seen men killed with firearms nor
with such other weapons. So they began to forsake the wall
( at this point ), and the king’s troops found an
opportunity of coming in safety to it, and they began to
destroy much of the masonry; aud so many people collected
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on this side that all the camp was put in commotion, saying
that “’hristovao e Figueired) had entered the city with
his Portuguese. This was told to the king Those in the city
could not understand what was going on, nor how these
people came to be in the King’s service, until they recollected
how on the day of the ather tight the Portuguese had come,
and then they cosidered themselves lost. For by the aid of
those men the king’s people came without fear to the wall,
where already it was damaged 1n muny places, because tho
city had its cannon so high up that these could do no injury to
the men who were at the foot of the wall. The wall also was
filled up inside with earth, and there were no cannon in the
breaches. The poople of the city whom up to that time they
had killed had been supplied with stones which they had
flung on the besiegers trom the top of the wall, and with
musquets and arrows, so that even 1if the king’s men were
able to reach the wull at all they were at loast wounded; but
as Christovao 1)e Figueiredo with the Portuguese prevented

the enemy from appearing at all on the wall, the Hindus
were enabled to reach 1t at their ease.
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CHRONICLE OF FERNAO NUNIZ.
CHAPTER VIIL ( Sewell pp. 332 ).
Of the manner in which the king had bis camp-...etc......
The tent of the king was surrounded by a great hedge
of thorns with only one entrance, and with a gate at which
stood his guards. Inside this hed~e lodged the Brahman who
washes him and has charge of the idol that he always carries
about him, and also other persons who hold offices about the
king’s person, and eunuchs who are always to be found in
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his chamber. And outside this circle all around are lus
guards, who watch all night at fixed spots; with this guard
quartered the officers of the househould; and from thence to
the front were all the other captains in their appointed posts,
according as each one was entrusted and ordered. Outside
of all these people, in a camp by themselves, were the scouts
of whom I have already spoken, who<e duty it is to patrol
all night through the camp and watch to see if they can
catch any spies On the other side the washermen, (who are
those that wash clothes) were in a camp by themselves. and
they were near to the place where they could best wash
their clothes.

All the camp was divided into regular streets Kach
captain’s division has its market, where you found all kinds
of meat, such as sheep, goats, pigs, fowls, hares, partridges
and other birds, and this in great abundance; so much so that
it would seem as if you were in the city of Bisnaga. And
you found many endless kinds of rice, grains, Indian-corn
vetches ( minguo ) t and other seeds that they eat. Beside
these things, which are necessaries, they had another
( market ) where you could find in great abundance every-
thing that you wanted; for in these markets they sell things
that in our part are sold by professional hucksters. $ There
were craftsmen, also, working in their streets, so that you
saw made there golden jewels, and gewgaws, and you will
find all kinds of rubies and diamonds and pearls, with every

T Minguo probably moong or green grain (** Hobson-
Jobson ” Ibn Batuts calls it munj, others mungo.
$ Regato d arte.
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other kind of precious stone for sale. There also were to be
seen sellers of cloths, and these were without number as that
is a thing so many want, they being of cotton. There were
also to be seen grass and straw in infinite abundance 1 do
not know who could describe it so as to be believed, so barren
a country is this Rachol and so sandy. Itis a mystery how
there should be an abundance of everything therein. Any
one can imagine what straw and grass would be required
each day for the consumption of thirtytwo thousand four
hundred horses and five hundred and fiftyone elephants* to
s1y nothing of the sumpter-mules and asses, and the great
number of oxen which carry all the supplies and many other
burdens, such as tents and other things. Indeed no one who
did not understand the meaning of what he saw would ever
dream that a war was going on, but would think that he
was in a prosperous city. Then to see the number of drums
and trampets, and other musical instruments that they uce.
When they strike up their music as sign that they are about
to give battle it would seem asif heaven: must fall; and if
it happened that a bird came flying along at the time when
they made such a terrific noise, it used to come down through
terror of not being able to get clear of the camp, and so
they would catch it in their hands; principally kites, of
which they caought many.

But I cese to speak more of this because I should never
finish; and so I turn to tell of the battle.

* The total cavalry and elephants of the different columus
enumerated above comes to 32, 600 and 551 respectively.
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