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FOREWORD

The  contributions rendered by
Karnataka to the devotional and spiritual
literature of India are substantial and the
role played by the Haridasas or the mystic
saints of Vaishnava traditions in this sphere
is resplendent. The Haridasas belong to a
galaxy of devout aspirants known as the
Dasakuta, who trace their origin from the
renowned teacher Purnaprajna or Madhva-
charya, the founder of the Dvaita School of
pkilosophy. The literature produced by
these Haridasas which constitutes a characte-
ristic phase of the Kannada literature, is
vast and varied Most of this literature
remains unpublished.

Shri Gorebal Hanumantha Rao of Ling-
sugur is an ardent soul who has devoted
over thirty years of his life for bringing to
light the hidden treasures of the Haridasa
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literature. He has made an extensive
collection of the scaﬁexed sources of this
literature, studied them carefully and
published a series of books on the subject.
The service he has thus rendered to this
noble cause is monumental. An indefati-
guable worker of exemplary zeal, he has
undertaken to publish further books in this
field. One of these isthe life of Vijaya
Dasa.

Supreme among the luminaries of Dasa
Kuta, next only to his mighty master, the
immortal Purandara Dasa, Vijaya Dasa was
a transcendal genius that inspired genera-
tions of aspirants. The literature left behind
by Vijaya Dasa, consisting of the Kirtanas,
Suladis, Ugabhogas,etc. is highly impressive
stirring the devctional hearts to their inner-
most depths by its direct appeal. An
authentic biography of this great mystic was
a desideratum. The present publication
fulfils this long felt need.

Vijaya Dasa was born at Chikalaparavi
in the Manvi Taluk of the Raichur District
in Sake 1604 Rudhirodgarin. He lived a
chequered life of 73 years and passed away
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in Sake 1677 Yuva. Born of poor parents
he had his trials and tribulations. Chastened
by these ordeals he emerged an accompli-
shed mystic of high order, crowned with
divine grace. He visited the Kasi Kshetra
three times. In his second trip to this holy
place he was initiated inio the fold of the
Haridasas by Purandara Dasa manifesiing
himself in a dream. He toured sall over
India, incessanily preaching the glory of
Lord Vithala and the ways and means of
attaining Him. He wielded considerable
influence among the rank and file of the
society, whom he elevated by his ethical
and spiritual ieachings He enriched the
Kannada language and literature by his
sayings and scngs which are the spontaneous
outpourings of his sensitive mind

The lite of Vijaya Dasa is thus full of
interesting 1incidents and the author of the
present biography has done fair juslice to
it, by relating them in an absorbingly lucid
style overflowing with sentiment. The
language is saturated with the words and
phrases emanating from Vijaya Dasa himself
and his compeers, testifying to the profound
study on the part of the author.
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A noteworthy feature of the present
biography is its critical insight. The author
has made a comprehensive collection of the
sources touching the manifold aspects of
Vijaya Dasa’s life and presented them in a
systematic manner citing his authorities
unsparingly at each and every stage. The
results arrived at are meticulously accurate
and each and every detail is based either
on the autobiographical allusions of Vijaya
Dasa himself or on the contemporary and
proximate accounts of his immediate
disciples and followers. Scholars interested
in modern methods of research will be
rewarded by a perusal of this book

In the course of my epigraphical tour in
the Raichur District I had an occasion to
meet Shri Gorebal Hanumantharao and
acquaint myself with his work. The above
few words are a token of my cursory.
appreciation of his work.

Camp:» MANVI, ' Desai Pancluranga Rao,
Date 7-3-1954. | ) M. A.
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