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Foreword

by
A. M. Shaikh Esq., M. 4.,
Chief Officer, Municipal Borough, Dharwar.

e P IDEE- o -

I must congratulate Mr Gurunath Joshi on this
venture in a new channel of literature, Fe has
already to his credit some publications in Kannada,
but this time he has explored new regions for
his literary endeavours; and 1 think that his
versatile  kpowlrdge of more than ore language
and his broader vision are maiunly responsible for
this departure. Fle ha- selected a [ew prominent
literary figures in Urdu and hag presented them
in Kannada in a manner worthy of praice. Though
the rendering js designed to be true to the original,
it is not a mere tranclation. The pieces presented
in this bookletiare at once original both 1n language
andti style  The style is as simple as it is racy
and indicates'penmanship that is not amateurish

Notionly literature of this type is highly welcome
in the present conditions, political and cuitural,
but it is an :imperative necessity of the time.
The socia! structure ceems as it were to be on



I1

the brink of disruption mainly owing to the poison
of communalism and other disintegrating forces
born of a narrow outlook., IProvincialism has
come to gain such a sway on our minds that
there is scarcelv an aspect of our life that it
has not invaded. The object of Mr, Joshi, I feel,
is to do his best to eradicate this canker. No doubt
it is o mode-t attempt, but 1t 1s highly laudable.
Muslims and lindus have both ancient cultures
which are laigely otriginal and mdependent with
the result that each can draw upon the other
and be ticher for it. Mr. Joshi has ventured to
explore the vast treasures of Urdu literature and
give to the Kannada-knowing public an insight
into the thought and culture it contains. He is
thus not only making a contribution to the Kannada
literature but s rendering a singular service to
the society. Should further e¢ndeavours be made
i this novel form of literatuie, as 1 hope they
will, they will go a long way in biidging the
gulf between the two ancient communities and
literatures. As I have alieady caid, it is an ex-
tremely laudable attempt of Mr, Joshi and I am
confident that it will receive all the sympathy and
encouragement it deserves.

Dharwar,
1st January 1942.
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