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AN APPRECIATION

VICE-PRESIDENT,
INDIA,
NEW DELHI,
14th February ‘55,

Dear My, Menon,

Thank you for your letter of the 7th
instant along with a copy of Vidura-Niti.

I have now read the typéwritten
preface and the printed part of the
Qanskrit text and English translation of
Vidura-Niti. The translation has been
done with care and the readers will
certainly profit by a study of it.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

: CS. %ac[%aﬁrisﬁnan ’



FOREWORD

The idea of publishing the Prajagaraparva
of Mahabharata with a translation is most
useful.

The Preface has justly emphasised the
crucial part played by the Epics of India in
the formation of national = traditions and
character and the deep impression that they
have made on the texture of Indian life. Over
and over again in the Udyogaparva, the Santhi-
parva and the Anusasanaparva, the principles
of equity and the dangers of indulgence in a
lust for power as well as the perils encountered
by the self-seeking and self-indulgent adminis-
trations have been described and re-iterated.
Indeed, the risks attendant on ambitious,
absolute and aggressive power have nowhere
been set out with as much sincerity of con-
viction and wealth of illustration as in our
Puranas and Tthihasas.

The anthor is to be congratulated on his
attempt to popularise what is a handbook of
universal morals for the benefit alike of the
individual and of the State. The Prajagara-
parva is epigrammatic in language but the
difficulties of translation have heen fairly
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Nay, it has captivated the minds of nations far
and wide, and has been translated into almost
all prominent languages of the civilised world,
the latest being in the Russian language. As
remarked by the famous orientalist, the late
Prot. Max Muller, in one of his letters to the
late P. C. Roy, “I expect the time will come
when every educated native will be as proud of
his Mahabharata and Ramayana as Germans
are of their Nibelunge, and Greeks, even
modern Greeks, of their Homer ., We hope with
the dawn of our pclitical independence, the
above remark will be more than amply justified
as days pass, and in the present political atmos-
phere of the world, such works convey a great
message to the entire human race for its
lasting peace and prosperity.

This great work Mahabharata goes also by
the name of Jaya (Sat adfyeratsan ). In the
view of the late Lokamanya Tilak, this is not
only an Ithihasa or epic but a great Arshakavya
too (M4 HEZrF=AR ). satisfying all the tests laid
down for a Mahakavya as he has explained,
takmg hxs stand on the text found herein (zgar
FAAYS TG w1 wiasawy).

The authorship of this magnum opus is
attributed to Vedavyasa who goes also by other
names as DBadarayana, Krishnadwaipayana,

%_
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Parasarya and Satyavati suta. The expression
Vyasa might denote a mere title as one who has
arranged the Vedas instead of the real name of
the author, vide: “fazara ¥=19 gsg & awENT
gfq Tga: 1 Further, in Devi Bhagawata it is
said there have been 28 Vyasas and their names
also are mentioned therein, one in every Dwa-
para Age of every cycle of years, and the last
goes by the name of Krishnadwaipayana.
Though last in the list, he is said to excel all
as laid down in the Gita, ‘%qra#ixfin SUTAAIN -
To himare also attributed the eighteen Puranas
and fhe Vedanta Brahma Sutra.

This volaminous work of Mahabharata is
divided into eighteen cantos and is said to
contain 1,00,000 slokas as laid down in the first
chapter of lst canto, “oF TaEss I TG &
faxigar. In this respect there are diverse
views. The published editions contain generally
84 to 94 thousand slokas only. Hence it is
suggested that this number of one lakh includes
the slokas of the supplement Harivamsa too.
Whatever the truth might be, it is undoubtedly
a voluminous magnificent epic, unrivalled in the
world both as to size and excellence of its
contents. |

The central theme of this great epic is an
internecine war between two branches of the
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royal dynasty of Xurus in North West India,
the sons of two brothers Pandu and Dhrita-
rashtra. The latter being congenitally blind,
the rightful heir to the throne on the premature
death of the former was Yudhishtira, the eldest
son of Pandu.

The treacherous machinations and the
intrigues of the royal clique headed by Duryo-
dhana, the eldest son of Dhritarashtra, Sakuni,.
Karna and others, coupled with the inordinate
affection of Dhritarashtra towards his sons who
could not see things justly though advised,
brought matters to a climax with the inevitable
declaration of war as the only solution. Al
the mighty warriors of the day were ranged on
opposite sides, not excluding Sri Krishna, the
Lord Incarnate, on the side of the Pandavas.
The war lasted for eighteen days to the
ultimate victory of the Pandavas and utter
annihilation of the Kauravas and many a
hero on each side. Around this central theme
is woven many an episode touching on almwost
every aspect of bhuman welfare. Of these,
the most important are Vidura-Niti, the
moral advice of Vidura to Dhritarashtra, the
Bhagavad-Gita or the Lord’s advice to Arjuna
and Bhishma’s parting advice to Yudhishtira
on kingly duties.
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VIDURA

From the epic Mabhabharata we get a
-giimpse into the c¢rigin and character of this
nokle personage Vidura (literally, the wise}.
When Vichitraveerya, the king of the Lunar
race died without any issue, leaving but the
two royal widows, Ambika and Ambalika, his
mother (Sathyavathi} and his subjects were
deeply sunk in grief at the prospect of the
extinction of the dynasty. As Bhishma, her
step-son could not be persuaded to break his
vow of eternal celibacy, she invoked the help
of her own son, Krishnadwaipayana Vyasa
to beget issue on the two widows of Vichitra-
veerya. Though not himself willing, he yielded
reluctantly to the wishes of his mother and
begot on Ambika the congenitally blind Dhrita-
rashtra,and on Ambalika, the pale faced Pandu.
Not satisfied with the birth of these two sons
with defects, she persuaded Ambika to approach
Vyasa to beget a fair issue. As she was too shy,
she sent instead one of her fairest maid servants,
dressed in her guise. The maid servant appro-
ached the sage with great reverence who,
divining the cause of Ambika’s shyness, simply
touch:d the maid servant who became later
conceived of a noble son, wise and intelligent,
who was later known as Vidura.
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In the epic it is further narrated that
Vidura was the God of Death and Righteousness
incarnate as a human being due to the curse of
a sage. There was a brahmin sage named
Mandavya who was passing his days in the
forest in deep penance. Some thieves who had
stolen properties in the city thought themselves.
gecure if they repaired to the forest, and
approaching the vicinity of the sage, concealed
the stolen properties close by him. The police
in pursuit of them came to the spot where
the sage was and asked him about the where-
abouts of the thieves. As he was then in
a deep spiritual trance, he was complete
silence to all the questions of the Police who
however apprehended the thieves and arrested
them and seized all the hidden properties from
the vicinity. Mistaking the sage to be one of
the accomplices in a false guise, they reported
the matter to the king who ordered that all of
them should be impaled to death. The king’s
order was duly complied with. Yet after some
days, all were surprised to see the impaled sage
alive. The news was reported to the king who
with a great retinue arrived at the spot,
liberated the sage from the stake and begged
pardon for his indiscretion. As the stake had
to be cut at the top to liberate the sage from
it, he goes in Purana by the name of Aani
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Mandavya (srifor mregsa). In due course, the
sage paid the debt of nature and facing the god
of death asked him what sin he had committed
to be thus suffering at the stake, to which the
latter replied that he in his childhood had
impaled small insects and flies at the pointed
ends of small pieces of sticks. On hearing this,
Mandavya replied that the sins committed in
innocent childhood are, according to sastras,
not punishable, and as the god of death had
violated this cardinal principle of eternal moral
law, he cursed him to be born as a human being
and, thus passing a hundred years, to regain
his lost position. In obedience to this he is
said to have been born as a human being in
the form of Vidura of Puranic fame.

Bhishma got both Dhritarashtra and Pandu
decently married and endowed them with
ample wealth and prosperity. Likewise he
wanted Vidura too to be blessed. But Vidura
was against all wealth and was from the very
outset a fervent devotee of the Lord. Anyhow
Bhishma succeeded in settling him to the life
of a house-holder by getting him married to a
maid-servant of the king Devaka of Mathura,
of the name of Parasavi (giegdi). He is said
to have lived a happy married life, devoted to
God, and finally cast off his mortal coil after a
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sojourn of hundred years in this world in
zonformity with the curse of Mandavya.

Though divine in essence, he never exhi-
bited that divinity in him but lived like
an ordinary buoman being. He was ever
devoted to virtue and righteousness, ever
bent upon respectfully serving the elders like
Vyasa. Bhishma, and others. He was very
faithfully attached to Dhritarashtra, and the
latter did never take to anything without
consulting him. He was a real friend. philo-
sopher and guide to Dhritarashtra who at times,
on account of his inordinate affection for his
son Duryodhana, played into his hands without
consulting Vidura, to his great discomfiture and
repentance. He was blunt in his advice and
reproach, irrespective of personality, high or
low. He was a great solace to the Pandavas
in all their troubles who were all respect to him
and who never failed to beseech him for

his advice, nor did swerve from it any the
zlightest. |

When Lord Krishna was not successful in
his attempts for a compromise between the
Pandgvas and the Kouravas and war appeared
to be the only solution, Vidura, not wishing to
see the destruction of the Kouravas with his
owa eyes, resolved to leave the place .and pass
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his days in the company of the virtuous, in the
recitation and meditation of the Lord’s name
and form, and in the performance of austerities
like fasts and so forth. He visited several holy
places, and finally while at Prabhas kshetra
came to know of the results of the great
Mahabharata war. Subsequently on coming into
eontact with Uddhava, the great devotee of
Krishna, he came to know in detail the results
of the war, the late installation of Yudhishtirsa
as king, his horse-sacrifice and the final depart-
ure of the Lord from the world with His parting
advice to Uddhava Sorely hit with grief, at
the Lord’s departure he asked him to reveal
to bim the Lord’s parting advice, and when
the latter told him that the Lord had directed
the sage Maitreya to impart to him that know-
ledge, he left the placc in search of the sage to
Haridwar. After getting from him the key to
spiritual knowledge and concluding that the
prepitiation of the Lord was the most essential
thing he took leave of the sage and returned to
Hastinapura, the capital. Accompanied by
Dhritarahtra, his wife Gandhari, and Kunti,
the mother of the Pandavas, he repaired to the
forests in the Himalayas, and cast off his body
in due course after performing rigorous penance,

and assumed the form of the God of Death,
Yama, as before.
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VIDURA-NITI

Though Vidura figures in several contexts ir
Mahabharata, he is well known as the expounder
of that moral science that goes by the name of
Vidura Niti. OnSanjaya’s return from Yudhi-
shtira with the reply for Dhritarashtra’s message
that he should not resort to arms but retire to
the forest doing penance, he scolded Dhrita-
rashtra for his injustice and left him suddenly
promising to divulge Yudhishtira’s reply
message the next day in the counecil hall. At
this, Dhritarashtra passed a restless night in
anxiety without a wink of sleep. In this
situation be sent for Vidura, hoping to get some
consolation from him in his perturbed state of
mind. Thus begins Vidura’s discourse which
covers about eight chapters in the original
Mahabharata. In the Ist chapter he diagnoses
the situation and points out the cause of
Dhritarashtra’s anxiety and restlessness to his
want of judgment in leaving the administration
of the kingdom in the hands of worthless coun-
sellors like Duryodhana, Soubala, Xarna,
Dussasana and others of that ilk (Slokas 1—20).
He then expatiates on the characteristics of a
learned and wise man (Slokas 21—387) and those
of a fool (38—47) and continues in general what
ought to be done and what ought not, in a series
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from one to ten (48—109) and concludes, by
generalisations from an episode about Sudhan-
van, advising Dhritarashtra to give a rightful
share of the kingdom to the Pandavas.

In the second chapter Vidura describes how
the king should be well equipped with noble
qualities, viz., control of the senses and control
of speech. In the third chapter he illustrates
by an episode of Virochana and Sudhanvan
the superiority of good conduct, good behavionr
and nobility of character. In the fcurth chapter
narrating the discourse between the sage At eya
and the Sadbyas, he stresses the importance
of soft words, perseverance, the nature of noble
families and of true friends, the importance of
union and strict adherence to virtue. In the
fifth chapter, after describing the seventeen
types of persons engaged In vain efforts, he
answers Dhriiarashtra’s question why all people
do not live up to the full alloted period of
hondred years. He emphasises the importance
of saving one’s own soul at any cost and of fair
treatment of one’s dependents, describes the
prime qualifications of a messenger and the
nature of the five sorts of strength, and stresses
the necessity for the avoidance of hatred
towards the great and mighty.

In the sixth chapter beginning with the
necessity of respect for elders, he describes the
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power and the greatness of intelligence, and
how one should deal with women, should take
counsel of ministers and friends, how a king
should administer the kingdom and whose
counsel he should seek and whose, avoid.

In the seventh chapter though Dhrita-
rashtra is seen to approve of all advice tendered
by Vidura, be still persists in keeping his son
Duryedhana with him, resigning himself to fate
Al qeAT ®1:).  Vidura advises him again to
give up the company of his evil counsellors, to
cherish love towards his kith and kin, to be
reconciled to the Pandavas by giving them some
share, not to give cause for any repentance
later, to be patient and straightforward and
even-hearted towards Pandavas and Kowravas.
In the final chapter Vidura continues his advice
extolling the merits of the virtuous, condemning
the evils of hatred, pride etc.. that generally
stand in the way of the acquisition of learning,
narrating what ought to be welcomed in every
housekold, pointing out that one should never
go astray from the path of virtue, appealing to
the evanescence of human glory and power and
to the very transitoriness c¢f this human life
and all its attachments, and adverting to the
necessity of a virtucus life freed from all
passions with an eye to the merits of a life
beyond. Dhritarashtra patiently listens to all
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this advice and approves, yet confesses that in
the presence of his son Duryodhana, his mind
lapses back to its original state and he is not
able to overcome it. Finally he finds peace in
a solution of the situaticn as would be dictated
by fate before which all manly effort and
perseverance count for nothing. (33 a& =+
atey fz facdsa 1)

Thus we see this short discourse of Vidura
covers a wide field of individual and social life.
In fact it is a mine of civil and moral wisdom.
Though society, especially Hindu society, has
undergone mary changes with the march of
centuries since its inception, the fundamentals
remaio the same even to this day. Vidura
Niti is one of universal appeal without the bias
of any sectarian outlook and will remain so for
all time, since it is centered on the eternal
fundamentals of duties and obligations, indivi-
dual and social. What Bhagawat Gita is for
enlightenment spiritual that is Vidura Niti for
enlightenment temporal, Though clothed in
simple language and style like the Gita, the
ideas in several contexts are too deep as to
baffle even learned scholars, so much so, it has
given rise to several interpretations to several
verses as could be seen from the notes within,
based on about half a dozen commentaries of
the original hitherto ransacked, the most
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popular of which seems to be that of Nilakanta.
No less indebted are we to that magnificent
translation into English by the late P. C. Roy,
C. I. E. published under the patronage of the
Jate British Government of India and of several
Ruling Chiefs of the day, the Government
of France and several Oriental scholars in
America, Germany and other coantries of the
west. Even such a work, par excellence as it
is, has failed to do full justice to the original as
regards some verses which are pointed out in
this publication in their respective contexts.
Further, we have made use of the vernacular
translations also, such as, the Malayalam
moetrical version, verse by verse, of the original
by that erudite scholar and poet, the late
Kunhikuttan Thampuran of the Cranganore
royal family, the Malayalam classical version
of Sri Thunchath Ezhuthachan, the father of
Malayalam language and a recent Malayalam
edition of the Travancore Devaswam Board by
Kavithilaka Rajaraja Varmaraja, and the Tamil
prose version of the original by the late Maha-
mahopadhyaya Ramanujachariar of Kumbha-
konam. In short, Vidura’s voice is a message
of India from the far remote past—a message
of stern warning and significant advice to
humanity at large, especially at the present day
when the world finds itself between the horns
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of a big dilemma of either preservation or utter
annihilation of the buman race and civilisation.

Before closing, we wish, as in duty bound,
to express our deep debt of gratitude to all
those lovers of our ancient culture who have
been most gracious enough to respond to our
appeal for patronage and encourage us with
liberal donations. The integration of our
Native States with India, though a master-
stroke of political insight most vital to the
political security of our country, has neverthe-
less been a death-blow to the royal patronage
of our letters and arts on which the Ruling
Chiefs have been ever most prompt and lavish.
Though thus divested of ruling powers, it is
indeed most gratifying that there are some at
least of these Royal dynasties who are nob
divested of their interest in our sacred culture,
and of their hereditary munificence to all causes
promoting the same. Among them we offer
our most grateful thanks to Their Highnesses,
The Maharaja of Mysore, The Maharaja of Idar
and The Yuvaraja of Kashmir for all encour-
agement graciously extended to us.

Though there are many Mutts in India, the
guardians of our ancient teachings and sacred
culture—and some of them irichly endowed
too-we are sorry there are yet a few among
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them who are too obsessed with sectarian and
linguistic prejudice even as regards a work like
Vidura-Niti of universal appeal. Our respect-
ful homage and grateful thanks are due to all
those Heads of Mutts and their executive
officers who are broadminded enough not to be
tainted with any such prejudices and have
encouraged us with liberal donations, especially
the venerable Heads of Sri Sringeri Mutt, the
ever-encouraging Head of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peedhom, the munificent Head of Sri Chitrapur
Mutt, the encouraging Peedhathipati of Sri
Dattatreya Mutt and the broadminded vener-
able Head of Sode Vadiraj Mutt. Nor should
we fail to express our heart-felt thanks for
the help rendered to us by those lovers
of our ancient culture especially to Sri. V.
Seshasayee, the liberal-hearted industrialist
of South India and to Sri R. B. Mallapur,
the religious minded ardent disciple of Sri
Chitragpur Mutt. Further we are extremely grate-
ful to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Vice President,.
Government of India, and Dr, C. P. Ramaswamv
Iyer, Vice-Chancellor, Benares Hindu Univer-
sity, two of the most eminent sons of India who
have left their indelible impress on many a
field of activity, for having spared some of
their most precious time to go through the work
and encourage us, and the latter by a short but
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very instructive Foreword wherein the useful-
ness and importance of this publication, both
for the individual and the state, especially at
the present day, have been duly stressed. Our
thanks are also due to the several foreign
embassies in India who have readily responded
on behalf of a cause that will strengthen the
cultural link between ours and their great
countries. In fine, we will be failing in our
duty if we do not express herein our hearty
thanks to the Management of The Scholar Press
for their deep interest in our publications and
prompt execution of the work.

Palghat, Malabar, } P. N. Menon,
1—4—19585, Editor-in-Chief.
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{The Canto on Sleeplessness in Mahabharata.}

= . .
FIEAUYA IT=H—Vaisampayana said:—

ELE aTE wEIE gave Rl |
fagt grgfeemify afigma m far 1 2

The Lord of the earth, Dhritarashira of
oreat intellect, addressed the door-keeper in
attendance, I wish to see Vidura. Bring him
here. Don’t tarry.”

it g 7
et s s Bt | 2

Despatched by Dhritarashtra, the messenger
said to Vidura, O ye of great wisdom! our
Lord, the great king, wishes to see you .

Note: Kshattri means a son of a female slave as
here, It also mesans a son of a Sudra womsan byz=a
Kshatriva husband.
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Tgweg g AT oAy |
#E417 Z00E gr A afa¥gg |l 3
And Vidura, thus addressed, arriving at the

palace spoke to the door-keeper in attendance,
““ Apprise me to Dhritarashtra’.

gi:® 33— The door-keeper said :—

TSI NS 99 WA |
e Eagaafuagn @

() Lord of Kings! Here is Vidura come at
thy behest. He wishes to see Your Majesty
(lit, thy feet). Command me as to what he
should do.”

J30% sq=w—Dhritarashtra ordered : —
THET AN gt dTaEfa |
w¢ {7 HE@Rg A5l 9ig 23 1| Y

¢ Usher in Vidura of great wisdom and fore-

sight. I am never at all disinclined to receive
this Vidura.”

Note: ¢« @, f#1 %=°7: 9a% 7a” [ am not un-
able. T am ever ready {inclined).

gy Igrer—The door-keeper said :—
qﬁm g{ HOHB I o e
ﬂ\%%mswﬁm@mmﬁ&m“ &
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“Enter ve, O Kshatta! the inner apart-
ment of the great king who is intelligent, for the
king told me that he was not at all disinclined to
see you.

Note: If the reading here is *zh% z&71® the line
means you need not stand on any etiquette to see him.
(#=7 also means etiquette.)

JEqaa STI— Vaisampayana continued :—

qa: AFE FHEU gamiaETay |
wadty arleaay faaaw aufmg n v
Having then entered Dhritarashtra’s royal
chamber, Vidura addressed with folded hands

the following words unto the king who was
immersed in thoughts.

fAgAsE AgTy dvgET I1aAq |
fg fFega Fasawaale safe Arg 1 ¢

| O ye of great wisdom! Vidura T am, arrived
at your command. 1f there is anything to be
done, here I am, command me.

gauyg sarg—Dhritarashtra said :—
A fagx A TefaeEn 9 Af T |
AT T eI g asafion R

O Vidura! Sanjaya has come and after re-
buking me he has left. Tomorrow he will deliver
in the midst of the court the message from
Ajatasatru (Yudhishtira).
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Note: wmAag= An epithet of Yudhishtira (one to
whom none is an enemy).
qETT TRATET 9 f3F a9 99T
g 7l manfor agwndig @R 0 Qe
I have not known today what the message-
of that hero of Kurus’ (Vudhishtira’s) is. Hence

my limbs are burning and that has brought
about slecplessness.

HAIGAT TATERT AT TIFRIG |
ag af & f asw wagmer gla . L

Tell us, O darling! what you consider best.
for one thus sleepless and burning. Thou arf
indeed well versed in the sastras or sacred works.
on virtue and worldly prosperity.

q9; A4 8T QLT

A A, gl |
gifamassia aarfa

fF wemitdT as afgea 1) R

Ever since the arrival of Sanjaya from the
Pandavas I have no real peace of mind. All

my senses are upset. My sole thought now is-
verily what he will deliver.

= ﬂﬁ{ ﬁ'@\' d '«'mm:(
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T § e (24 WA

TR @4 giEar v | 3

Therefore, O Vidura! tell me exactly what
may be Yudhishtira’s entire desire, so that,
O darling! it may enure to our benefit {good)
and the happiness of all subjects.

Note: Here Dhritarashtra tries to find consola-
tion from a correct guess by Vidura of Yudhishtira's
message before knowing it really. This sloka is said
to be an interpolation and is missing in some editions
of the original.

t3z sam—Vidura said :—

AgHh B9 7% A |
o FIMA Frearfaafa s | 22

Sleeplessness overtakes the weak seb on by
the strong, one bereft of the means of livelihood
(e. g. as an artisan of his tools), the man depri-
ved of his wealth, a lover {or a man of lust) and
a thief (as he is ever biding his opportunity
during night). (3)

Note: P.C. Roy takes g1aqrad to mean one who
has failed to achieve success.

FiadaqgENe Tgaisfa qufag |
Ffag WA ggT+ qfEead | 1y

[ hope, O King! you are not beset by any of
these great evils (calamities) nor are you trou-
bled coveting the wealth of others.
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gaug sare—Dhritarashtra said:—
Aghasei § 971 « [59d a1 )
g Uefidy & @@ qgasaa | 9§

I wish to hear thy words becoming or be-
fitting virtue and conducive to great happiness.
In this dynasty of royal sages, thou art alone
highly esteemed by the wise.

fagz sarm—Vidura said :—
AT SHOETIERIFTEna 3 |

Se7ey fvasa gaug IR o o
fagtiaaey « Im9Y A g |
afSet 95T=a ol SaEET o) 2¢

O Dhritarashtra! A king blessed with good
qualities will become the Lord of the three
worlds, and Yudhishtira whose welfare you are
to look unto has been banished. You are quite
the reverse of him, Righteous and versed in
virtue as you are, you are not favoured of

Fortune (to become the king) verily by the loss
of your sight.

Note: Preshya means a dependent whose welfare
bas to be looked after by the master. wz¥w ggolta: deq:
(one who is to be besought after). Another reading for
Sfeq is 918 (living sbroad). Dhritarashtra is figfage
for more than one reason. He has not the noble virtues
of a great king, preyved upon as he is by his abnormal
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love for his own children. He is blind both mentally
and physically to think and see aright. =f9g means
light (here of the eyel.

ATHARHIAR A7 Ad qmmi
&Y AT g m@m&fwﬁ 19

On account of his mildness, tenderness,
righteousness, truthfulness, heroism and con-
sideration for you as a Guru(elder or preceptor),
he (Yudhishtira) is meekly putting up with the
many a trouble (worry).

AR 1% T T TRAEA a1 |
wAsyaaaaE 9 o yhafessh i 3o

Entrusting sovereignty in the hands of
Duryodhana, Soubala (Sakuni), Karna and
likewise of Dussasana, how can you hope for
happiness?

Note: Duryodhana is the eldest son of Dhrita-
rashtra and Gandhari. Soubala is the maternal uncle
of Duryodhana. Karna is born of Sun to Kunti before
her marriage to Pandu and is thus the elder brother of
Yuodhishtira., He was a steadfast warrior on the side
of Durvodhana. Dussasana is one of the hundred sons
of Dhritarashtra, All these are evil-minded lacking in
vittue,

They have no wisdom. Instead of openly saying
that, Vidura proceeds to describe the quslities of a wise
man (Pandit),
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He is called verily a Pandita (wise man)
whom, knowledge of self, exertion, forbearance
and steadfastness in virtue do not drag away
from the goals of life.

Note. Atmajnana is derived from Sastras, Sama.
rambha is dependent on one’s ability, Titiksha, on the
spirit of renunciation and Dharmanityata on faith or
attention

=¥y here refers to the four goals of life viz. Dharma
{virtuel, Arttha (wealth), Kama (desire) and Moksha
(salvation). afdzy is one who is endowed with quz;
or spiritual wisdom. w3 arafaem gfR: Ist ¥ glzan
{Sankara Bhashyam-— Gita).

i aurafefa qufasarn |

.:"i” o, '”"I'

qFEE_ TR0 YL
qE T gioil Yaided 7 |

qammm ﬁﬁﬁ q feary
THE; WRsaY & | 2

From the same one tree are produced sacri-
ficial vessels, sacrificial ladle, boat, wooden
basket and pestle. O king! understand from
this what [ say that- werily from the same one
stock are born both the bad and the good.

Note: The idea in this verse is indeed very beauti-
ful but it seems inappropriate to the context which is

devoted to the description of a Pandit. It will be more
Gtting if it comes after verse 20).
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fayay sgefa fRi=al 7 899 |

FATREE: AEI Caq avEaeEag it 3

Attachment to the laudable, rejection of
the blameable, belief in God and to be imbued
with faith (reverence), these are indeed the
traits of a wise man (Pandit).

Note: A Nastika is one who denies the existenca
of God and other worlds like heaven ete ‘' Faith’ here
refers to the words of elders, preceptors and Scriptures.

B4l 794 399 1 &l qrawiea |
FAAATFAT & 7 9039 9599 | W
He whom neither anger nor joy, neither
pride nor bashfulness, neither obstinacy (rigidity)
nor self-esteem, drags away from the high ends

of life, is verily called a Pandit.
Note: #q9: may mean also stupefaction, elation etc.

= Fq A SRl 0 ar 9y |

| FIAE Ak | T 9fveg 9=y || W
He, whose proposed action, policy or resolu-
tion others do not know of before hand, but know
them only after they are done, is verily called

a Pandit.
T9 3l A FgfA daget vd O |
agferagleal @ 1 (e o=98 |l K

He whose action is not impeded either by
heat or cold, by fear or love, by prosperity or

adversity, is forsooth called a Pandit.
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T8 garfRel 93 iiegad |
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He whose intellect though naturally un-
steady is yet in conformity with virtue and.
worldly prosperity (the two ends of life) and
who prefers (chooses) prosperity to pleasure,
is indeed called a Pandit.

Note: #iamg~More than worldly pleasures, the-
wise man seeks after Dharma or virtue and what [0
conducive to his welfare here and merit hereafter.
Seeking Moksha or salvation, the fruit of knowledge..
giving up all Karmas, he becomes like King Janaka, one
accomplished of all objects. dmifiol a3r may also mean
worldly wisdom.

wmf?ﬁ fasief amafs 9 390 |
FHEETRA 0 T(veaggT: | ¢

Those men are of the wisdom of Pandits.
who aspire to do as much as lies in their power,
do act to the best of their ability and do not
look down upon anything (as worthless or silly).

fd il o4 sgon
fgm T w9) 9 F19 |
AEYET ST WO
aq W P9 T K]
That is the foremost characteristic of a
wise man that he understands quickly, hears.
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patiently, and grasping at the main purport
applies to it disinterestedly, and that he spends
not his energy in other’s affairs unasked.

Note: 519 means characteristic or trait. ﬁiﬁaﬁtﬁ
=hears patiently and long tbat he might properly and
firmly understand. fagrg=after ascertaining properly.

AERTAIEStea w8 dwsfa Mivgy |
ARG A T gl a1 afesggw Re

They that do not aspire after objeets un-
attainable, nor wish to bewail over what is lost,
nor are dismayed in adversities, they have the
intellect of a man of wisdom.

f:{fi‘{a UM EX mﬁ ﬁw: |
ATEAFET TN G 5 qfveg 9=q9 (| 3¢

He who undertakes the task after due con-
sideration, who (once begun) does not stop in
the middle of his action, who never wastes his
time and who has his mind under due control,
he is indeed called a Pandit.

Note: faftzm here refers to the considerations of
proper time, one’s own capacity, of the possibility of
accomplishment and all the pros and cons regarding
the final result. Once begun, every moment is precious
to him. The word a3ma#T refers to his steadfastness,
perseverance and disinterestedness. ¥ Fa: azhwar
aRAnAEa  awmEmika: arar 59 99 8 9% asgEa
{(Gita—Sankara Bhashvya 6, 36).
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10 TSR0 faRAiin A |
fed = |rvgEala qvEar ¥Laud I 3%
O Best of the Bharata dynasty! They are
wise men who are devoted to noble deeds, who
are engaged in actions conducive to prosperity

and happiness, and who do not feel jealous of
the welfare of others.

Note: wigiw—Literally means ‘bull (®¥W) of
the Bharata race.’

ZETARRETAE AR 3997 |
TR AN qwA afET v 0 33
He is called a wise man who exults not in
his honours nor feels distressed at disrespect,

but remains imperturable like unto a deep pool
in the Ganges.

BIAMT FIMF: WIRAOI |
TS AESTON A qved 9999 |l £

The man who knows the cardinal truth
about all beings, is aware of the course and
effect of all actions and is well versed in the
devices of all men, is called a Pandit.

Note : mia=the essential nature. i =the method
of action, 3ITM=the means of action. The ‘cardinal
truth’ refers here to the essential nature and ultimate
teality of all. The word Yoga has reference to the
vros and cons of all human actions, The word Upaya
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is suggestive of the four expedients of winning over
another viz, conciliation, gift, sowing dissension and
punishment, or refers to the general working of the
human mind to achieve the desired object.

AT (9TFT TR AQATED
1Y T AT TG O T ) 3

He whose words are unimpeded (or who
could speak boldly), who can discourse elo-
quently (or who can speak on diverse topics in
a telling way), who can see the pros and cons
of everything, who is endowed with a ready in-
sight into every rising problem and who can
quote texts quickly and interpret them, he is
counted a Pandit.

Note: In Valmiki Ramayana Balakanda we find
the expression “wgfamg afdwamm». Here the com-

mentator Tilaka explains the word sf@wmarg as follows:
“JaEEe gaw Tigaw [fFarde Wd sfena: e age

(one whose flash of intellect could reveal the right
meaning at the right time).

7 SFIET TR g1 T FAGA |
FaF=Eaal; qEqer sXa 9 i1 3§

He goes by the name of Pandit whose
learning is in consonance with his intellect and
whose intellect is in consonance with his learn-
ing, and who does not go astray from the well
known established usages (or high moral laws).
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Nete: wmieRmraaaiz: is explained by Roy as “ who
never abstaineth from paying respect to those that are
good "

He is called a wise man who though
possessed of a vast fortune and likewise of
learning and power too, yet moves about un-
elated.

434 9gg! FAEA NENAL |
SITATRAOT 30497 TSI I8 ) 3¢

He who has no learning, yet is conceited,
who though poor, yet proud (or of inordinate
desires), who wishes to achieve his objects (or
wealth) by immoral means (or by remaining in-
active), he is called a fool.

Note: Having described the nature of wise men,
here begins the description about fools.

SR 3 TREET WEARER |
frearefa fend a9 g2 @ 9599 | 3%

He who after giving up his own affairs
{or fortune) is interested in the affairs of others
(or depends on others’ fortune) and who, in the
cause of friends, acts up falsely, he is indeed a
fool.
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Nete: A man is said to act falsely towards a
friend, when he assumes to take a sezemingly fair inte-
rest in him outwardly but as a matter of fact heis
insincere and only pretentious, This latter part is ex~
plained in another way too:—He who resorts to unfair
and false means to serve a friend is really a fool.

Yo

He Who loves a woman who has no recipro-
cal love or discards her who loves him, who
bears hatred towards the mighty, is said to be
possessed of a foolish soul.  ( 5‘)

Another reading of this verse is:—

FRAA FETA T FEAE IR
TR 9 A1 58 awgeaany |

He who aspires for objects that should not
be aspired for, forsakes those that can be fairly
desired after, and who bears hatred against the
mighty is of a foolish soul. {;m)

It may be explained also thus:

One who loves others who have no love in
teturn or who forsakes others who are really
loving ete.

To explain: One should not desire to make
another a friend, relation or a pupil if he has
not a reciprocal desire, nor should he forsake
<ne who is really desirous of such a connection.



16 SRR

Afesf o7 fod fost 3 Feafm 74
T4 IRAT 75 TFGEIAE | 2 ¢

D s

He who makes 2 friend of his foe, who
hates and does harm to his friend and whe
takes to wicked deeds, is said to be of a foolish
mind.

dawafs genfe @39 fafafecey )
R wifa famd | gar wEey | BR
He who causes to revolve within himself
what he should do (always hesitating), suspects
everywhere and continues long what could be

done quickly is, O bull (best) of Bharata race!
a fool.

Note: The word @aw®® may also be explained as
*extends’ Some explain “to have their duties per-
formed by servants and others ', which does not appear
to be quite sound,

Ag g A garfa 2aaty A |
gefnd 7 oY amgdeaey | B ¥

He who does not offer oblations to the
Imanes, nor worships his titular Deities, nor

wins good-hearted friends, is said to be of
foolish mind.

FAFA: AT g9 a7 wied |
PRt feala gedan aoem; ) 88
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That wretch of a man who enters a place

uninvited, who talks too much without being

asked and who confides in the untrustworthy,
is of a foolish mind.

w fiwm aﬁw JaAr: = Q0 |
SRR & 9 YA A0 | 8x

That man who is himself blameful, yet
casts blame on others, gets angry at others over
whom he is no master—he is the worst of fools.

Note: The idea of the frst two lines corresponds
to the English saving, °' He who lives in glass house
should not throw stones over others’.”

amﬁ-mmi%@ﬁﬂ"ﬁ oo

He who knows not his own strength
(ability), yet desires to achieve the unattainable
which is bereft of all virtue and pecuniary
value without any exertion, is said to be a ool
of silly intellect.

Note: Some read gniugRafsm: for aaibdgRafeas
to mean ‘one who is dissociated from both virtue-

and profit’. (Roy).

aﬁwmﬁrm{wfwwama
%30 I 94 TIEIR 8o

O King! He Wha commands (or instructs)
one who is not his pupil and he who does.
* 2
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not command {or instruct)one who is a pupil,
and he who serves a miser,—he is called a man
of foolish mind.

Note: The first part may also mean '‘he who
punishes one not deserving of punishment, and who
does not punish one deserving the same ” #g means to
instruct, fo commasnd, to punish etc.

CHRCATTEA A 6 qray iﬁ?ﬁq 8
qISEMTST YT, ) TRFIEA; 1) Q¢
Who is more cruel than he who takes sumpt-

vous food himself and wears beautiful dress
without sharing them with his dependents?

Note: Here 38y means *‘ puts on ” while agfd or
I54 means ' dwells .

TF: NN T FF IT® qEE |
Nw fGager sal o feead 1| %%

One commits sins, while many reap the
effects thereof. Those who share the effects are
released of sins, while the doer alone remains
tainted with it. (m\)

Note: This verse is ezplained in another way
also. Opne commits sins but many reap the benefits
thereof. In the long run -those who have reaped the
fruits of his sins are liberated, while the doer of it alone
remains tainted with it. The first explanation seems
to carry more sense,



An arrow discharged by an archer may or
may not hit (kill) another, but the intelligence
of an intelligent man when discharged (applied
for a destructive purpose, may destroy a whole
kingdom with the king.

o 3 fafafa SEgheg 3% |
o7 forar fafzear w2 ag feav gar 9@ 1| 4R

Discriminating the two by one, bring under
gontrol the three by four. Conquering the five,
knowing the six, and giving up the seven, be
happy.

Note: This and the following slokas describe the
path of kings to happiness. By ‘one’ here is meant
the intellect: by ‘two’ right and wrong; by ‘three’
friend. foe and the stronger {or neutral too); by ‘four’
conciliation, bribery, sowing dissension and punish-
ment : by *five’, the five senses; by °six’ treaty, war,
marching, maintaining the post against the enemy
biding time, double-dealing and seeking asylum; by
*seven ' woman, gambling, hunting, drinking, hershness
of speech, severity of punishment and waste of wealth,
To quote in Sanskrit affqat Rt amaes gwnwT: (the
six as explained by Amara).

faaisyr g qrd FiEaeed | Q@AY |
AES YUERETAYSINONG 9 | (the seven vices).



20 e A LG |

o% feear 3fa Teues 7o |
@8 d95 3 TS g | %3,

Poison kills but one (who drinks it), and a
weapon too but one (who is struck by it); whereas
leakage of political (state). secrets destroys
one’s entire kingdom with the king and the
subjects. 4.

Note: ovafass; is another reading. Some explain
the expression weafdgs as “wicked counsels” (P. C. Roy).

T | A G qmm%s{ feraliq )
TH! F TIITAW FHGHT T | ©3

Alone one should not taste the delicious
(but should share it with others); alone one
should not think about affairs (serious), (but
should consult with others wise); alone one
should not proceed on a journey (but should
have companions too), nor alone one should keep-
awake in the midst of others sleeping.

O King! Thou dost not understand that

there is only one ladder without a second to-

heaven, viz., Truth, like the boat for the ocean
{to cross over),
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wmm&:

Note. wan®7% @ & w8: 9agw |
QB AT TZ0: FEATIET @O
Valmiki Ayvodhyakanda, Chap. 14.
The one word Truthis Brahma. Dharma (morality)
nas its prop on Truth, Truth is verily the eternal
Vedas. Through Truth one attains the final goal
{Selvation).

TF: qAEAT 197 fGRAr A9y |
T4+ FATT TETATH A9 S Uy
There is only one defect in a man of pati-

ence. There is not a second and that is that
people consider a man of patience as weak.

AYSE ZIN7 9 9=359; | (7 WA 929 |
§AT QU YAHE] I GEG WU 4§
That {patience) should not be taken to be a
defect for him. For patience is a great power.

Patience is verily a virtue to the weak and an
ornament to the strong.

Note: To put up with another's insult or injury
without any desire for retaliation is patience.

qAr THhEs quar T ana |

miaeEg: R Tt fF sRafa Al 4o
Patience wins over all in the world. What

is there that cannot be attained by patience?

What can the wicked do to one who wislds in
his hand the sword of patience?
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Fire fallen on a grassless plet is extinguished
of itself. A man without patience brings unto
himself many troubles.

Nete: The word ®g% may also be explained as.
meaning anvthing other than grass (e. g. water etc.).

qﬁ 947 9% A mam

Righteousness is the one highest good.
Patience is the one greatest peace. Knowledge
is the one supreme contentment. Harmlessness.
is the one conducive to happiness.

Note: The first half is capable of another expla-
nation too " Patience zalone is the one virtue that con-
duces to the highest good. It is verily supreme peace
as well.” But the first explanation seems to be more:
appropriate consistently with the series of general
mazxims intended to be laid down in the sloka

gifant ey yiueaqr Fesgmfa |
A IEGGR Jrete] qEfasg 1 - §e
Like unto a serpent that devours creatures
living in burrows, the earth devours these two,

viz., a king who does not fight (when attacked)
and a Brahmin who does not journey abroad, (2)
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Note: A Brahmin is enjoined to journey abroad
either in search of preceptors to initiate him into the
studies of Sastras or to visit holy shrines and waters.

g woft A gl 2ls ﬁﬁa%
FeA, T il ardE &2

A man shines in this world by doing two
things, viz., by not speaking harsh words
and not worshipping the wicked. fQ=9® means
shines or becomes famous.

Note: Some explain the last foot as "not request-
ing the wicked ' with the reading “arddsa® consistent
with Kalidasa’s words :—

“ i Atar QIR aral @saEEIY

2IfA QRYETTE RAETHINTY |
fgm: sifwasiiesar gat: giagesn | &R
O Tiger among men! (Most illustrious!)
There are two who act on the opinion of others
(without a will of their own), viz., women who
fondly desire for what is desired by others, and

fools who offer worship to those worshipped
likewise.

Note: Women are generally prone to take a fancy
for what is desired by others of their own sex. It isa
common experience with woman that when she sees
an object such as a new ornament or dress possessed of
by another woman, she is naturally inclined to have
one such for herself without any consideration as to
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her means or its intrinsic value and utility or its
adjustability to herself. Likewise if a fool sees another
worshipped by others, he also readily imitates them
with his offerings of fruit, flowers and other articles of
worship. Some explain the word &If&i@ to mean one
loved by another of her ownsex. Love is exclusive
and jealous and a woman does not generally love an-
other when she knows she is loved by another. She
would not like her object of love to be shared by any
one else. [t would be more appropriate if mif&g is
taken to mean ‘an object desired for’ instead of ®one
loved ",

ZTfAT FoEmt qiso arCaRaen |
TG, THAS T FATAEE | &3

These are two sharp thorns that tend to
wither the body, viz., the poor man who desires,
and one, who is not a master, becoming angry.

Note: Like unto sharp thorns they give paian.
The poor man feels sorry that he cannot have his
desires fulfilled, for he is poor and has not the where-
withal. The man who feels angry at another over-
whom he is no master, does so in vain, for he cannot
punish him. The sorrow consequent upon their inabi-
lity tends to emaciate their body. The latter half is
capable of another explanation too as referring to an
indigent lover and an angry dependent,

A 33 o ﬁm%?t fﬁ%@aﬂ ﬁfw !
wwA fowen s fagm . &9

These two will never shine on account of
their incompatible acts, viz. a householder with-
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out exertion and a religious mendicant with
worldly affairs.

Note: A householder has to exert himself to
maintain the household. He cannot remsain inactive.
A religious mendicant, especially of the class of Sanya~
sins, is enjoined by Sastras to renounce all worldly
concerns, Hence the incompatibility referred to in
the verse.

Some take the word fiigg® to mean ‘beggar’. [tis
the renunciatory aspect that is implied in the idea
which is expressible more by the meaning ‘religious
mendicant *than mere ‘beggar’,

e -

A R EC R

qi faga: |
994 AT IH! TREA A &%

These fwo men, O King, remain in the
region above heaven, viz., a lord with patience
and a poor man of munificence (hountifulness).

Note: Patience in a lord and bountifulpess ina
pOOr man are rare combinations. Hence their superior-
ity resting on 2 level higher than heaven.

FAATAE Z5a9 q1geat grafamat |
Hqe Afaeiey o SefhanE= | £§
These two are to be known as misapplica-

tions of wealth rightly acquired, viz , to give to
the undeserving and not to give to the worthy.

grwfa flgeq w1 g & faew
TAFARETER, i TSR 1 &9
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These two are to be immersed (drowned) in
water with massive stone tied to their neck,
viz , a rich man who does not give and a poor
man who is not pious.

Note: A wealthy man is to consider himself as &
trustee of the society and he should give as much as
he can conveniently afford, to relieve the needy. A

poor man should pray God for His grace to rid him of
his misery.

g[FqEﬁ geaTs gIaEstA |
TS O ’ﬂfﬁiﬂfﬂ T &¢

O Tlger among men! These two pierce the
solar disc (and attain heaven), viz., an ascetic
mastered (accomplished) in yoga and a warrior
slain facing death in battle. (19)

Note: A Sanyasin who has mastered yogic prac-

tice and a warrior dauntlessly facing death in the
barttlefield, both attain salvation, vide Gita—

“ gear & s @A fear a1 AEy ASWT

T g %qg TEYY |
s e g R A s

Those versed in the Vedas, O illustrious
scion of Bharata dynasty ! have declared that

men’s policies are said to be three, viz., inferior,
middling and superior,

Nete: The four human means of achievment are
e {conciliation), g1 (gift or bribery), ¥z (disunion or
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division) and gug (punishment). Of these, war isin-
ferior ; disunion and bribery are the middling. Con-
ciliation is the superior. Punishment is to be resorted
to only when the three other means {ail.

fErfaan; gRET USTHRATIIREAT; |
S gYRRifaEdET Fug | S0

Men, O King, are of three sorts, good, bad
and middling. These are indeed to be engaged
respectively in the three sorts of work as befit-
ting them.

Note: The good are to be engaged in good works
and likewise others to works suited to them.

F9 THYAT THA W19 JraEadn g9 |
- . 2
g guian=si-a vy a8 g |l 98
O King, there are only three who cannot
have wealth of their own, viz., wife, slave

and son. Whatever they acquire becomes the
property of those to whom they belong.

Note: With the gradual recognition and growth
of individual freedom, this conception is slowly dis-
appearing from societya

gega TRame cﬁm T | o2

To steal another’s property, to commit out-
rage on another’s wife, to give up a friend, these
three tend to one’s destruction (fall).
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Note: Another reading for wgarEgn is WA

which means " bring on fear ”. The former carries

greater sense.

EiEERICTE IR EHE I
EYCHEARIS U Eﬁ’%ﬂ@%ﬁﬁ 79 @ﬁﬁ e}
These three are the gates of hell and they
destroy one’s own self, viz., lust, anger and

covetousness. Therefore one should give up
these three.

AT TET T TF5F0 9 1 |
TG AN FISE A0 9% T qEaq 1| 9

Giving boon (to dependents), winning king-
dom and birth of a son, these three together,
O ye of Bharata dynasty!, are equal in merit to
the one, viz., liberating a foe from trouble
{calamity]).

Note: When one gets possession of an enemy
one is generally inclined to crush him, and when one’s
foe is in trouble one is generally joyful to see him in
that plight Rare it is that one shows mercy or gives
succour to one’s foe in distress. Hence the last, the
liberation of one’s enemy from distress and giving
protection to him, is considered equal in merit to the
first three put together,

W T N T ST Oy |

A T T s T aremg 1l oy
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A past faithful attendant, a present follower
and one who says ¢TI am thine’, these three who
seek protection, should never be forsaken even
if exposed to danger.

Note: Some consider the three in the category
to be (1) a follower (&}, (2) a seeker of protection and
lastly (%101 miary ) those come to your house. Here the
1st two appear in singular and the last in plural (qIg1q).
and taking [igw (support) to mean a house. But in the
first explanation there is uniformity, all the three W&
WAA and arfed being in singular and explaining 5T in
the ordinary sense of ' refuge.’

The wise declare that a king, though highly
mighty, should avoid these four, viz , he should
not, take counsel of men of little wisdom, nor of
the dilatory, of the indolent nor of the flatter-
ing bards.

Note: One who proceeds slowly and delays action
that should be done at the proper time is called a %Yerga.
Some take =i as two |- #yW: (those who are averse
to fight, addicted to gambling ete ).
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AR CE i AL
adr i Al gE 9\

Blessed with prosperity and steadfast in
the duties of a house-holder, let these four,
O sire, abide in thy house, viz, aged agnate
relation, the high.born sunk in distress, poor
friend and issueless sister.

Note: The above four classes of persons are to be
kept and maintained in one’s house by a house-holder
of means, for they serve very useful purposes, viz. the
aged impart instructions as to family virtue, the high-
born instruct children on due customs and proper
etiquette, the friend speaks what is beneficial and the
sister guards the wealth,

JATENE TR ARSI e |
R RE O CARICIICICECIC i I | B

O mighty king! Brihaspathi (the preceptor
of the celestials) has declared unto the lord of
the gods who asked him the four of instanta-
neous result. Be pleased to hear them from me.

Note: That which bears fruit at once without
delay is grees (g9 =means at once).

CLAIL ﬂ Hm%m q %ﬂqﬂl’q

i 9

The resolve of the celestmls, the power or
greatness of the intelligent (wise), the humility
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2of the learned and destruction of the sinful, all
take effect at once.

Note: Gods can do and undo things as they
resolve, Creation of the world, its sustainment and
-destruction are brought about by the mere will of the
Supreme. The God Brahma created Sanaka and others
by his mere will. The intelligent and wise like Agastya
and otbers are said to wield supernatural powers. The
former is said to have drunk the ocean. The humility
of the learned with the consequent blessings of their
oreceptors leads them to success. Those that commit
crimes and sinful deeds me=t with their end without
delay like Rali and Ravana.

Some explain: Solemn faith in meditation of
God brings on the fulfilment of one’s desires, sincere
devotion or love towards the intelligent helps to solve
one's difficulties, Humility towards the learned wins
respect in the world and giving up all sinful deeds
conduces to purity of mind. These four are said to
save one from all anxieties and worries How far the
£orce of gratsls in the previous sloka is brought out in
:this explanation is open to doubt.

AR FATHISANT VT W=S=IFAA |
AT 94 YA AEATE qRAS I <o

Due performance of these four which con-
duce to one’s safety, leads to calamity if done
improperly, viz., Agnihofra sacrifice, silence,
study, and sacrifices in general, performed in a
spirit of seli-conceit,
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Nnte: Agnihotra is a kind of sacrifice whereir
fire is consecrated and maintained. ﬁfﬂ refers to the

vow of silence performed with due consideration. QOne
should study with due attention and all sacrifices are
to be performed with great reverence. But none of
these should be resorted to with a spirit of self-
conceitedness.

AT AW QR e |
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O illustrious scion of Bharatha dynasty!
these five fires are to be worshipped by every
man at any cost, viz., father, mother, fire, one’s
soul and preceptor. (37)

Note: Like fire, one’s father and others have an
intrinsic power or greatness worthy of worship:

15T (Wit I Ak Faey |
M g vgety fgaffmm | <R

One attains unalloyed fame in the world
verily by rendering service to these five, viz.,
gods, manes, men, Sanyasins and guests.

Note: The Pitri’s {(manes) referred to here in-
cludes the Rishis who are the progenitors of Gotras
(families); the word "men’ denotes father, mother,

preceptor and the elders; the word Bhikshu may be
taken to mean a mendicant also.
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Wherever thou wilt go, these five will follow
thee, viz., friends, foes, the indifferent, those
who are to be maintained (like preceptors) and
dependents.

Note: A meg®r is one who Is neither a foe nor a
friend. Friends will accompany on sccount of their
friendship, foes, on account of enmity looking for an

opportunity to do harm, tbe indifferent to make enqui~
ries of welfare and the dependents to render service.

Sfzra oW B %%quﬁmq
qaIs| |AM 93 & oATEAgEy

Of the five senses of a man, lf one becomes
defective (lit. having a hole in it}, then from that
sense flows out his intelligence, like unto water
running out from a leathern bag (vessel).

qg\aqr l " (T
[RET &5 99 FT AT Mam ey

Six evils are to be discarded by a person
who longs after prosperity in this world, viz.,
sleep, drowsiness, fear, anger, laziness and
procrastination.

FICATI :mmqfaw ¢&
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These six are to be abandoned by a man
like a broken vessel in the ocean, viz., a prece-
ptor who does not explain the truths, an officia-
ing priest in a sacrifice who cannot recite the
Vedas, a king who is unable to protect (subjects),
a wife that does not speak endearing words, a
cowherd that desires to remain in the village
{instead of going to the pasture fields), and a
barber that wishes to go to the forest (instead
of living in the village).

Note: The cowherd ought to go to the pasture
ground with his herd. 1f he remains in the village, the
herd will suffer for want of pasture. Likewise a barber
wishing to go to the forest will put the village folk to
great inconvenience and may have himself to starve
without his professional means of livelihood. A differ-

ent reading for the last is “ gasEra 9 a1fd$ ® which means
a sailor desirous of going to the forest instead of plying
his vessel in the sea.

q%qggun 99T q TEAT K19 |
AT ETREAT qAT gia; 1) <<

On the other hand these six qualities are
never to be shunned by a man, viz., trath,

charity, diligence, absence of envy, patience
and fortitude.

vt e 9
B 3 wat B 9
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These six, O King, contribute to the happi-
ness of man, viz., acquisition of wealth, conti-
nued health, a loving and sweet-tongued wife,

an obedient son and knowledge that would help
t0 earn money (or the high ends of life).

quomarRafe frereaT arsfyresi )
3 | 9 Farsageay At | %
He who gains mastery over the six that are
inherent in the human mind, that one who has

conquered the senses is not tainted with sins:
how then visited with calamities?

Note: The «ix mentioned sbove are, lust, anger,
grief, ignorance, egotism and wvanity. The root cause
of all sins is when one is overpowered by the above sixz.
The man who has conquered his senses, keeps these six
ander his control.

U WY Sl sahRy AiEaE: 1 2
92T FIAATHY IAAEY TGET |
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These six thrive always upon the six and a
seventh is not had, viz., thieves on the careless;
physicians, on the sick; women, on the lustful,
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priests, on the performer of sacrifices, the king,
on those quarrelling, and the learned, on the
ignorant illiterate.

Note: The king fills his coffers interfering in the.
affairs of the gquarrelling. The learned make use of
their learning in instructing the ignorant and thereby
make their livelibood,

qfemifa faasaf- gganadsong |
THE; /A At far gyedtas 1 3

These six are destroyed if neglected for a
moment, viz., kine, service, agricuIYure, wife,.
learning and association with a sudra (a lower
order of Hindu society).

Note: Cows neglected will not milk properly and
will soon turn out to be useless. Service or attendance,.
if not uninterrupted, will make the master to forget
the servant  Agriculture if not looked after properly
will yield no barvest. A wife neglected may take to
evil ways or commit suicide, Learning will grow
rusty without incessant practice, A contemptible:
association, if not uninterrupted, will get loosened of-
itself and cease in the long run, on account of the.
public opprobrium cne has to face,

W (i Qoo |
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These six always forget those who have
obliged them before, viz, pupils forget their
preceptor after education, sons their mother,
after marriage; lovers forget women after grati-
fication of their lust, successful men, those that
have contributed to their success, those that
have crossed the vast sea, the boat that took
them across, and healthy patients, the physician
after their cure.

Hea=the dark gloomy sea.

SIEDCIGAD EIELE(TF
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These six, O King, contribute to the
happiness of men, viz, sound health, un-
indebtedness, to have no sojourn abroad from
home, association with the good wirtuous,
occupation in conformity with one’s own incli-
nation (view), and living without fear.

Note: w=mgmmr—szaccording to one’s own inner
dictates, as distinguished by the blind following the
blind.

mmxww - q%% g ﬁaat u QW



38 AZIRIA

These six are always miserable (distressed),
viz., the jealous, the tender-hearted, the dis-
contented, the irritable, the ever-suspicious and
those that live upon other’s fortunes.

AFEI9RATT HI TESAT SAGAIGA: |
Il AfRsata FageT AT 1| ¢

These seven evils which lead to calamity
should always be avoided by a king. For the
most part, even steadfast gods (or kings firmly
established) come by their ruin on account of
these.

TeET S| ran Qi AT, ESd T 9Ny |
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Yomen, gambling (dice), hunting, drinking,
and fifth, harshness of speech, great severity of

punishment and misuse of wealth (are the
above seven).

Note: These are very serious vices which have
wrought havoc and ruin to gods, emperors and others,
and are seen to bring great misfortune to many fami-
lies even at present. The irate Durvasas, Nala, Dasa~
rethe, Pandu, Dharmaputra and others afford promi-
nent illustrations of the effect of these vices.

A8t qEfafmar ave fHafsa: |
A 999 S Sy Aegi . Qoo
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Eight are the previous symptoms of a

man’s impending destruction, viz., hatred
against Brahmins, opposition to the Brahmins,
appropriation of Brahmin’s property, desire to
kill or do harm to Brahmins, joy or delight in
their censure, disapproval (sorrow) in their
praise, forgetting them in ceremonies, and anger

in their asking for favours. A wise man should
know these evils and knowing, them, eschew.

Nete: A Brahmin is of the priestly class, devoted
to Vedas.

AGTERI v [garf g |
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O Scion of Bharata dynasty! These eight
are seen to exist as the cream of delight and
they are verily one’s own happiness, viz., union
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with friends, acquisition of immense wealth,
embrace of son, confluence in sexual union
iequal passion of love), sweet conversation at
the proper time, elevation among one’s own
class, acquisition of what is wished for and
respect in the assemblage of people (society)-

Note: ga7 = f3gi@ta: is another reading, which
means, ‘coming by the beloved after a long separation’,
afgma:—=aa {equal intensity of sexual passion at the
same timel.

‘ggwry agafi:’ has been explained in another
way too as ~ advancement of persons belonging to
:ne's own party’, We prefer the former as conveying
a better sense,

gt o g&d dieafa
ﬂmﬂﬁ‘qﬂmmm
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Eight qualities add lustre to a man, viz.,
wisdom, high birth, self-restraint, learning,
valour, moderation in speech, charity according
to one’s power, and gratitude.

AN G W fae W quﬁﬂ
PRl fpr A S e s s 0 Qo0

This house has nine doors, three pillars,
five attendants and is presided by the soul.
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The learned man who knows this is a great sage
-of philosophical wisdom.

Note: The nine doors are the nine apertures,
viz , two ears, two eyes, two nostrils and the mouth
above, the anus and the urinary passage below; the
three pillars are the three humours of wind (a13), bile
'{ﬁﬁ} and phlegm (%%); the five attendants are the five
-senses, and Kshetrajna is the individual soul.

&d means body; like unto a field, it is in this body
that a man reaps the fruits of his actions.

79 90 R Sl J9E R 9 |
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O Dhritarashtra! Ten do not know what
virtue is. Know them. Thaese ten are, the intoxi-
cated, the inattentive, the raving, the wearied,
the angry, the hungry, the hasty, the covetous,
the terrified and the lustful. Therefore a wise-
man should not take to these modes or condi-
tions, (or should not be attached to these men).

Note: Here ©W1g may mean both ‘mood’ 2nd
“living being’. The word &= is suggestive of drinking.
SIA™, of inattention due to the mind’s attachment to
other objects, I*HN, of an unsteady mind with an
impaired faculty of reasoning and mwa, of exertion.
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Illustrating this is an old story, a dialogue
between Sudhanvan (a Brahmin) and the lord

of the Asuras (Prahlada) regarding the latter’s
son (Virochana).

q; FAY AR ST
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That king who gives up lust and anger and
confers wealth on the deserving, who is discri-
minative, learned, and of quick action,—he is
looked upon as an authority by the entire world.

AEa FaEid agsaa
gy TET gue |
ST qEf T 997 98 T
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He who knows how to inspire confidence in
men, who metes out condign punishment to those
whose guilt has been proved, who knows the
right measure of punishment and likewise mercy,.
—him attends all prosperity,
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He is wise (or bold) who does not disregard
his foe, howsoever weak he might be, who moves
cautiously with him biding his time, who does
riot wish to enter into hostilities with those
'mightier than himself and who strikes (shows
his prowess) in time.

Note: +tt: means a bold man: also a2 wise man’’.
g means one who is watching the weak points in his

foe (fogtmvisafia:) or one who is engsged in devising
plans for the achievement of his object.

T A S99 FII09-
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That high-souled one who, faced with
adversity, does not grieve at all, who seeks after
exertion assiduously, who endures misery in

time, is the foremost of men, and he has all his
foes conquered.
Note: gay: means one who bears the yoke or

burden, pre-eminent, foremost, capable of carrying
out his design (FwEs:).
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He who does not live away from home with-
out purpose, nor mingle with the sinful, nor
commit outrage on another’s wife, who is neither
arrogant, stealthy, slanderous, nor addicted to
drinking, he is always happy.

Note: qwmN QeEHiEdsw 9gaw (Sankara) Point-
ing out to another defects in others, slander.

4 gy -
RIFT aagald aauy |
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He is a wise man who does not proceed
with impetuosity to gain the three ends of life
(viz , Dharma, Artha and Kama), who when
guestioned speaks only the truth, who does not
like to enter into a quarrel (controversy)even
for the sake of a friend and who never feels

angry though not respected by others.
Note: There are other readings for fad, viz..
g (for s slight ceuse). The third line runs in some

editions *3 feRst a~Y fawreg (does not enter into a
quarrel for the sake of 2 woman).
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He who is not jealous of any but is sympa-
thetic towards all, who being weak does not
enter into opposition with any, who does not
speak arrogantly (exceeding propriety), and who
forgives a quarrel, such a man meets with
praise everywhere.

A AgH F&I A1g I
A TRy RFeisar |
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He who never puts on haughty airs(orisnever
gaudily dressed), never reviles others boasting
himself the while, and who never speaks harsh
to others getting himself excited (oblivious of
himself), he is indeed ever endeared by all.

7 FRgiiqafa su
7 gEARIEld Jlad |
q PrAsEifa FaE
aENS wEETAn | 248
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The virtuous noble call him a man of extre-
mely good conduct who never rakes up old
hositility, who never grows proud, but is ever
calm, and who never takes to improper or unjust
acts in the thought that he has become poor or
is beset with misfortune.

Note: The second line is translated by Roy as

follows: * Who behaveth neither arrogantly nor with
too much humility.”

q & gd T W

AFGET TH AR 9T |
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He is called a man of noble character
worthy of the virtuous who does not exult in
his happiness nor is delighted in another’s misery,
and who does not repent after having once
made & gift of anything.

%wm AYYRF SR9AT

g qﬂ'cmﬁ:m aza

He who wishes to gain an insight into the
iocal customs, conventional wusages and the
duties of the several castes, is one who know
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2]l high and low. Wherever he visits, he lords
always over the great men (of the place).

Note: The word g@wi (Atmanepada) means
* wishes to gain or obtain "',

FHi OiE ARAT T9FE
TSz 9 Qe |
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The wise man who shuns trickery, folly,
enmity (quarrelsomeness), sinful deeds, treason
or disloyalty to the king, roguery (slandering),
enmity towards his own guild and conversation
(econtroversy) with the drunk, insane and the
wicked, stands pre-eminent in society.

Note: The word Z#d means byprocrisy in the
name of religion to deceive others; it mesns ‘pride’
also. #:qy means jealousy, pride, anger, enmity and
selfishness. All these may be explained into the ¢context.
‘g is back-biting, slandering others g means a guild
.or corporation. ogra: has other meanings like chief,
minister, commander elc.

0 A 39 g
qrargsm e SisaEE |
QAT T T ASHI
g™ [ qata U 133
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The gods look to his prosperity who daily
practises the obligatory duties of self control,
purification, worship of the gods, auspicious.
rites, expiatory ceremonies and diverse dis-
courses on worldly topies.

Note: =zm denotes restraint of the external organs.
of sense: sﬁa denotes purification both physical (by
bath etc.) and mental (by eschewing thoughts of lust,
hatred and so forth)e 1937 refers to acts performed
in atonement of sins commirted unintentiopally. @isarz
may be teaken to mean discussion of secular subjects

88 opposed to religious topics fafgam TG is ex-
plained by Roy * as other rites of universal observance .

aufaaTE F A di
aﬁw ST 41 7 |
fmfnm FATGAIET: o t’w
The ways of life of that wise man are well
guided who enters into matrimonial alliance
with equals and not with those inferior to him
and whose friendship, dealings and conversation

are likewise with equals and who gives preced-
ence to the meritoriously eminent.

&3 e gﬁq-mssﬁlﬁ‘*‘@?
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He who eats moderate sharing the food with
his dependants, who sleeps but little after doing
heavy work and who, when besought for help,
gives it even unto a foe—him of such under-
standing, calamities never visit.

Note: =m@mr=disposition, understanding. #ruTad
has been explained by Rov as ‘one who has his soul
under control’, smz{d=Leave off.

fanifes AEd 9 99
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None of his desired objects, howsoever in-
significant, slips away from him whose counsels
are kept secret and duly carried out, and whose
intended acts of retaliation to harm, others de¢-
not know at all. (Such a man accomplishes all
his objects).

Note: f{ausd means done in retaliation.

e

He who is occupied in bringing peace to all
creatures (whose actions are calculated to the-
4
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peace of all beings), who is truthful, kind, of
self-respect and pure intentions (mind) becomes
highly known among his kinsfolk, like a lustrous
gem of the first water.

Note: Another reading for aragA is g% (charit-
able). =@ means of the superior kind, most excellent.

q ATRAATSER I A
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That man who is extremely ashamed within
himself of his acts (though not known to others)
becomes indeed a preceptor to the entire world.
Of infinite energy, a good heart, centred within
himself (with inward calmness), he shines with
his energy like unto a sun.

Note: A man who commits a sin but feels
ashamed of it himself is not likely to repeat it and he
becomes an example for others to follow.

9 AIET; [T O
qUEYS QAT 9 HTIRAAN: |
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O Son of Ambika! (Dhritarashtra), to the
King Pandu consumed by (the fire of) curse (of
a sage) was born in the forest five sons like unto
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five Indras (Lord of gods). These children

have been hrought up and taught by thee and
they obey your command.

Note: The allusion here is to the following
episode: Once Pandu with his two queens Kunthi and
Madri went on an excursion to the forests on the
snuthern slopes of the Himalayas. Engaged in hunting
with arrows and enjoying the wanton destruction of
the beasts and birds in copulation, he aimed his fatal
arrow at a couple of deer enjoving sexual union,
whereupon the msle deer fell down dead and assuming
the form of a sage cursed him that a similar fate would
befall him if he touched any woman with the desire of
sexual union, With an acutely distressed heart, he
retarned to the capital and narrating the sad news to
Bhishma and others repaired to the forest in penitence
with his queens to do penance, Later at an evil hour,
overcome with sexual passion he embraced his wife
Madri, at which, as a result of the sage's curse, he
dropped down dead instantanecusly, and in his funeral
pyre his wife Madri immolated herself,

AP (e RN D]
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Giving themy, O King! their just share of
the kingdom due to their father, be thou happy

rejoicing with the sons and then thou shall not
be reprehensible either before gods or men.



CHAPTER 2.
{Original Chapter 34.)

gauy IFF—Dhritarashtra said :—
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Tell me, O darling child, what youn consider
proper for one who is sleepless and burning with
worries, for thou art well versed in the sastras
on virtue and worldly welfare.

wmmafgg( s
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Therefore, O Vidura! advise me about all
properly with due wisdom. Tell me, O thou of
immaculate purity, what you consider beneficial
to Ajatasatru (one to whom are born no enemies.
viz., Dharmaputra) and likewise what is condu-
cive to the welfare of Kurus too.

Note: #1a@:T is one of immaculate sattva guality
unalloyed by Rajas (activity) and Tamas (inertia).

“ gwagsway syamantiaa: o
fezafaeatwiasm: st arfas 2= 4 »
Gita=—Chapter 18.
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He is a sattvik doer who is detached. non egoistic,
endowed with fortitude and industry, and who is not
moved by (is indifferent to) success or failure.

IS NIHAIIET
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Fearful of the sins already committed and
seeing nothing but sin facing me, I do ask thee
with a bewildered heart. O wise man! tell me
exactly all that is desired by Dharmaputra.

Note: Dhritarashtra’s conscience has already be-
gun to prick bim on account of the injuries already
done towards Pandavas and he sees no hope for the
future Hence his anxiety to know Dharmaputra’s
mind, now that Sapnjaya has left him rebuked without
disclosing the reply message of Dharmaputra

%7 means a man of wisdom, who could foresee the
things to come, possessed as he is of knowledge trans-
cendal.

3T sgrg—Vidura said :—

s ar afz ar od 39 1 97 a1 oy |
AYE: FEEHTETE I3 T | Q
Unasked, one should not advise another

whether good or bad, agreeable or disagreeable,
lest one should wish to incur disrespect.
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Note: This is based on the Smriti Text—
A1ge: FTWHE TN TR T U
* Unasked one should not speak, nor speak to one who
asks unjustly.” To engage oneself in too much talk
with another guite uninvited will meet with scant
respect from that other, not to speak of the opprobrium
of the society at large.

This may be translated in another sense also:—

Whether good or bad, odious or pleasant, cne:
should always speak the truth to another even though
unasked or uninvited to give an opinion, if one does.
not wish any disgrace or defeat for that other (. e.if
he wishes to save the other from any impending cala-
mity or disgrace).

The former is more in consonance with the work-
ing of the worldly society, while the latter conveys a
higher sense of morality in our dealings with our
fellowmen. In the latter sense the word arys: (unasked)
has to be understood to mean args: %{3 (even if unasked)
to bring out the idea suggested.

ARG 3 U {5 9 Wy gL
19 el 99 FFTT A %

Therefore, O King, I shall speak to you
what is beneficial for the Kurus. Listen to me,

as I am going to speak words conducive to.
happiness and becoming of virtue.

fmengara waifo fedgai G )
AFIEIGHI T AT 742 FA41 | &
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O Scion of Bharatas! actions performed with
deceit and with unbecoming means may bear
fruit. Do not set thy heart on them.

Note: Such actions are to be eschewed since {hey
would bring trouble and the temporary {ruits reaped
therefrom would not last long,

qus qmffEd a9 w0 A fasi )
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Likewise too an action done with due
application and just means may not bear fruit.
An intelligent man shonld not be dejected at

heart on that score.

Note: zarqh means 'cause to be wearied or
dejected’

AFIIAIRT ATITT TG |
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In actions constituted of several connecting
factors one should take due consideration of
such factors before commencement and after
taking due note of the pros and cons one should
proceed with the work. One should never act
on impulse (recklessly).

Note: The several factors of an action are, the
ability of the doer, the nature of the act, the purpose:
served by it and so on.

agﬁ 3 amw ﬁm X WW i
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A wise man should do an act or desist from
it, taking fully into consideration the various
connecting factors (the pros and cons), the
consequences of the action and one’s own

ability.
7 qHI9 7 FAA S TG0 991 |7 |
- £,
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That king wounld not remain long in his
throne who knows not properly the limits to be
maintained in his rise and fall regarding his
own station, his treasuary, territory and army.
Note: Here =19 may mean ‘properly’ or ‘station’
39% means army. A king should know what maximum
and minimum limits he should keep up regarding his
own position, the treasury, the extent of territory and

the number of forces in conformity with his upward
and downward trend of his prosperity.

S CHERHUNE R P A G UL IT
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But he whostrictly takes into consideration
these limits as laid down in sastras and who is
vossessed of the knowledge of virtue and wel-
fare will retain his kingdom.

7 Tsd agfusds 7 GasaneEay |
Pad giaaar g w0 S9Maraay 1l R

it is not proper that a king should remain
qulet in the belief that the kingdom has been
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won. Pride destroys prosperity as old age doth
+he most excellent form.
Note: Here the word =fgag is suggestive of not

only pride, but misgovernment on the score of cruelty.
illtreat ment of subjects, excessive taxation and so forth.

geqiaafasas aen afegaraay |
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The fish, fond of food, swallows the iron
hook concealed within the fine food (meat). It
does not look into the consequences.

Note: None should do a thing without due con-
sideration of the pros and cons.

g=339 Ffad 9T & qRuET 99 |
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He who is desirous of prosperity should
take only that which can be taken, and which
when taken would digest, and in the result be
beneficial.

Note: Asin food, so in every attempt or exertion
one should look to one’s capacity, and the nature of
the undertaking, which should be one conducive to
happiness in the long run.

s =fit to be eaten, @ =to eat,

'Et’ﬁ‘éﬁ?gqﬁfi! &3ifa gNafa a3
g A @ v it 9w FasEiR 1 W™
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He who plucks the unripe fruits from a.
tree, does not obtain juice from them and the-
seeds of the tree are also destroyed.

g THGTEN TR 90 FFY |
F7EE @ oY AT &3 3R | 95

On the other hand he who plucks the ripe
fruit duly grown ripe in season, obtains the
juice from that fruit, and from the seed, fruits
too in due course (when the seed grows up to
a tree).

QI WY GAIEN T JEAiT 829 |
Agzai=AgsyvT AEmElafeaarn | %

As the bee gathers honey from flowers yet
protecting (not destroying) them, so also should
a king collect taxes from the subjects without.
doing them harm.

987 g% fafasdfia g@=39 A S0 |
TRBIHR @R 7 TOEEREE: | 1<

Like unto a gardener, one should pluck
flowers one by one, and not cut the tree by the

root like unto one who burns wood to make:
charcoal,

Note: n@#it means also a garland-maker.
yzmi=charcoal
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ff g ¥ enfed gen fr g ¥ @RE: |
sfq wwifor afgeg gEigr g aar 2R
What will it be to me if this is done and

what, if not done ; thus thinking over, a person
should take to actions or desist from them.

FRITHT ME-Gdl; Hiafa™ qamarn |

$9 (ROEM fg ¥39g fAmwm - Ro

Some acts are of a nature that should not
be ventured at all and some are always in-

capable of accomplishment. Manly exertion in
such acts is a waste (is productive of no effect).

Note: smal:= ®grfegwagr: (never at any time
accomplished).

w94 59 fazand 97 sy |

A § yaim=sia go¢ afafng fEa i ]2

People do not like to have him as their
ruler who is ever intent on useless pursuits and
averse to useful ones, as women do not like to
bhave eunuchs as their husbands.

qHTEl SRS 979 FraAy fas: |
A § qatcuestea go¢ afafys e 1 R

People do not like to have him as a ruler
whose favour is fruitless and whose anger
counts for nothing, as women do not like to have
eunuchs as their husband,
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Hifgzaley 1@ FYgeE BIEDHA |

faamread &4 @ draafy e b 23

There are certain matters which entail
little effort but are of mighty effects. Such

matters, the wise man takes up quickly and
does not put off.

¥ waf gead Ig9r g (e
HAT4TA91T geoirFagisala & a9 |l W

The subjects remain devoted to that king
who, though seated silent, sees everything
straight (honest) with keen eyes.

gIIRAEES: G |ETEE: |
ATE: GAGAL A g Adq w1 W

Though not bearing fruit, it should be in
full blossoms; though {ruitful, it should be
difficult of ascent; thoogh unripe, the fruit

should appear to be ripe, but in no case it
should wither.

Note: This sloka describes how a king should be,
comparing him to a tree. A tree is always attractive
and remains safe, if it is covered with blossoms though
not {ruit-besring; if fruit borne, yet difficult of ascent:
though of unripe fruits. yet appearing as full of ripe
ones. But if it shows any sign of withering, none
will aoproach it. Likewise a king remains beloved of
his subjects, if he hus swest words for them, though
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not tangible in effect; if he can be of any benefit to
them he should be difficult of access as otherwise he
would be approached by zll, the deserving and the non-
deserving, for benefits from him and thereby run the
risk of displeasure from some section or other. Though
he is immature, lacking in foresight and wisdom, he
must appear mature to command respect., On the
other band, if he shows any sign of weakness, none will
follow him but only discard him as a withered tree
would be by birds and others,

Here the last part is explained in some othsr sense
also as suggesting the result of the three previous
moods. A king who fcllows the three moods described
earlier will never find himself weak at any time. As
typical of Vidura Vakya, this is one of the several
stanzas couched in easy words with the implied ideas
of deep significance.

TNT AT (0 FHON T IGHEIY |
gatzafa al SiF § SisisgadEa i 3§
Him the world adores, who pleases the

world in four ways, with eyes, mind, word and
deed.

T SaEalea qarfd gasama gan @ |
AMORaM g T8 Fsear ¥ af i e

He, whom all the creatures are afraid of,
like beasts, of the hunter, will be found wanting
as a king, even if he conquers the entire earth
extending to the sea.
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Wots: A king who commands loyalty through
terror will be discarded by the entite world of his
subjects even though he becomes the lord of the entire
earth. Lovalty enforced through terror is never last-
ing unlike that which spontaneously springs through
fove,

fggarms Ted qrearfd &9 FA00 |
I ATET HaTgAy e | ¢
Even though installed in the ancestral
kingdom the king who treads the path of in-
justice takes it down by his own acts like
unto the wind, coming into contact with cloud,
disperses it.
Nete: The first part is also explained as ‘even

though he has won the ancestral kingdom by his own
prowess .

qAATEEl OF: afgnfaiEa: |
TGAr AGARY Tgq AT 1) R

The kingdom of that king who treads the
path of virtue practised from time immemorial
by the virtuous, prospers full of wealth and
welling with happiness.

Y FeEe A TR |
qfadIey gt TuifEd a9 1) 30

If on the other hand a king forsakes virtue
and holds fast to unrighteousness, his kingdom
gets duly contracted in all ways like unto a
piece of leather when thrown into the fire.
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Note: Here the word =g is used in the sense of
condition.

7 @@ A AT e |
g U3 94 Faeq; |OIRaEd | 3
Whatever exertion is undertaken to crush
the kingdom of an enemy, the same kind of

exertion should be made to look after the wel-
fare of one’s own kingdom.

Note: Both kinds of exertion are equally neces-~
sary for a king of righteousness.

g4 g faeda qdur qfaredy |
RircfEo R ERGCERCCRl R
One should acquire the kingdom through
righteousness, and through righteousness one
should govern it. Having won a prosperity

founded on virtue, one has neither to forsake it
nor is forsaken at any time.

AT 9TAl et IRwET: |
AIAEATAIEITEITT & Fogag |l 33

One should extract the essence of truth
from all, even from the raving maniac and the
prattling child, as gold from stone.

AR 43di gFai qawaa; |
AR IR I Bemd & agr n 3y




Gathering up the wise words and the noble
deeds of the great, scattered here and there one
should remain steady (or should be persevering)
like unto one vowed to Sila mode of livelihood
picking up the gleaning ears of corn.

Note: The expression fi@igiy means one vowed
to lead a life of austerity maintaining oneself on the
gleaning ears of corn abandoned by the reaper in the
field after harvest. What is suggested here is that one
sheuld act up to the wise words and noble deeds of
the great.

NPy M O5afg 3% qata S |
T gl UsmEgaifey SAn 1

Cows see through smell, brabmins through
the Vedas, kings through spies and others
through physical eyes.

Note: Cattle find out things with the aid of smell,
Brabhmins with the aid of scriptures and sastras, kings
find out the secret of their foes and others with the aid

of spies, while the ordinary folk see only with their
physical eyes and what is but superficial.

s Ay B4 aniaf g3
I I7 AT TS 1 ggean 3§

The cow that is difficult to milk is subjected
to great torments, but that one, O King! which
is easy to milk ig not teased at all.
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Note: The cow that does not allow others to
approach her to milk is tied by the tail and the legs
and held up by the horns and beaten too and so forth
treated, suffers much, but not the one that is easily
accessible and very docile.

ggm=a docile milch-cow ; gar (at the end of a
compound)=yielding.
qzay oM 7 §9 GaEelE |
WE W T A eI IR I e
AT 13 ERa T |
219 | qu9Y FET 91 IFI 3¢

That which bends without heating is never
heated. A piece of wood that would bend of
itself, the wise do not bend again.

On this example, a wise man would bow
down to one stronger than himself. He that
bends before a stronger one, bows down in fact
before Indra (the lord of gods).

Note: The expression 917 may be taken to suggest
that one who bows down before a stronger person is
none the less brave on that score, but reveals really
his wisdom.

Cattle have their prop of support in clouds.

kings depend on their ministers, husbands are
* 3
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the support of women and brahmins look up to
Vedas for their guidance.

Note: The word qq3: may be taken to mean ali
creatures that are in need of water and particularly the
cattle whose main support, grass, depends on rain, A
brahmin would be guided in all bis actions and thoughts
by the truths revealed in the Vedas. Some explain the
last foot to mean that brahmins are the protectors of
Vedas in so far as they study and teach Vedas and thus
keep them intact without being lost. The former seems
tn carry better sense.

A 1A 99t 1A 1 |
gRI AT § §& T WA go
Virtue is kept up by truthfulness, learning
is preserved by application (or steady practice),
beauty by ablution and lineage by wvirtuous
conduct.

Note: The word gsr means cleansing by rubbing
the various limbs of the body. g3 means morality.

ATAA ETE T TWIIEHA |
WiswEIAEE: fedr W §ea | 82

Grain is preserved by measure, horses by
exercise, cows by incessant care and women
even by ragged garments.

Note ' Grains are preserved by measuring: horses
degenerate if they are kept always in the stable; They
are to be led out daily when they are not put to any
work. Cattle will grow well and milk much only when
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t+hey are constantly looked after personally by the
master. Women should never be allowed to expose their
nudity. On the other hand they should at any cost be
dressed even in rags, if proper clothes could not be had.

The last foot is capable of several interpretations.
Some explain that women should not be decently
dressed, lest it should attract others to lead her astray
from chastity, taking F=®7: to mean ‘ by bad clethes .
Others explain that women should be dressed decently,
and never allowed to appear dirty, taking g%a: to

-mean ‘from dirty dress’. Some would like F¥® to
mean FII@ sugzesting that women should always cover
their breasts. What we egplain is that & woman should
never be allowed to appear nude, Her nudity should
be covered even by ragged clothes,

A 3¢ TREE wworhfE 7 afa; |
A-4eA(Y {7 wrami 399 fafrsad | ¥R

I am of opinion that mere lineage is no
cause of respect for one who is lacking in
morality. Morality alone is worthy of con-
sideration or respect for one, even if he be of
lowest birth.

7 §3¢ wig &Y 919 9 )
gEAIRIaER a9 SEaE: | 93

He who is envious of other’s wealth,
beauty, valour, lineage, happiness, good fortune
and honours, suffers from everlasting disease.
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Note: Since his mind is incessantly obsessed with
envy, he always suffers on that score. Envy is to be
eschewed at all costs,

AFEFOTE; T T FEwe |
AFE R I g ag g 1 8y

One who is afraid of doing what ought not
to be done, of omitting to do what ought to be
done and of divulging a close-kept secret coun-
sel out of season, should never take anything
that leads to intoxication.

Note: Here the intoxication upsets the natural
tenor of his mental activity and thus, deprived £
sanity, the deterrent factor of fear in him gets effaced
and he loses his sense of propriety and impropriety and

1s more prone to give vent to his thoughts however
secretly concealed earlier

This sloka is capable of another explana-
tion too:

One should be afraid of doing what ought
not to be done and of omitting to do what
ought to be done and of divulging secret plans
at the inopportune time. One should not take
to that which will intoxicate him.

Here 3= is taken to mean °by covetousness.
and the like’. @ Mg means here ¢should not
indulge in’.

Note: The last line is suggestive that one should

pot give oneself away to the passions that would puff
him up with elation or egotism.
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Fear is the deterrent factor that keeps one away
from doing the improper act or omitting the proper
act and from prematurely divulging a closely kept-up
secret, With the loss of such a fear, one runs headlong
to ruin.

fameT ganzfgdshsar 52 |
R71 TAST2qAME O3 |ai 29 | g

Pride of learning, pride of wealth and third
the pride of family, these are intoxieations for
the haughty, while these three are verily
deterrent restraints for the virtuous.

Note: A man of little sense becomes haughty
when he is favoured of learning, wesalth and lineage,

but to a wise man of virtue these three acquisitions act
as & restraint on him not to be proud ef them.

#fasa: may also mean helpers or attendants,

wE-aIsvIfAEalsE: N7 719 $794 |
Re9e BRANTRHTARERANiY faag | BE

The wicked, approached for help by the
virtuous on any object at any time, consider
themselves as virtuous though they are indeed
notoriously wicked.

Note. This is capable of another explanation too:
Whenever the unrighteous are spproached for belp on
any cause by the righteous, the former though bereft
of learning (fixd) end indeed really wicked (steegafd)
take pride that they are themselves virtuous. Some
take “mq %14 " to mean after doing very little,
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nfaTeasat @-a; @-q 99 9af afqa; |
qEal 9 afecasar 4 Jacasdatl 1fa; 0 Qe

The virtuous are the asylum to the self-
controlled, as verily for the virtuous too and
for the unrighteous (wicked). But never can.
the wicked be a refuge to the virtuous.

Note: =eHary means one who has control over his
senses and mind. When the wicked seek refuge in the
virtuous, the latter will not forsake him but will give
him asylum, guite contrary to the nature of the wicked
who will never give refuge to the virtuous in need of it,

foar @ agan fagar maar f§an |
seA1 ol g=aar a9 dieda f9ag | 8¢

A man dressed in excellent costume wins.
over the assembly, one owning cattle, the desire
for dainties and one possessed of vehicles, the
road. On the other hand, a man of good
conduct (nature) wins over everything.

Note: °The apparel oft proclaims the man’, A
well dressed man easily gains influence over an assembly.
A man owning cattle can easilv command milk, butter,
cheese and every other like object that would satisfy
the appetite for dainties. The man who goes on a.
vehicle undergoes no fatizme of the journey on foot,
and resches his destination quicker too. Though these
are able by their peculiar qualifications to secure parti-
cular benefits, a man of good disposition is able to
secure everything by his good nature.
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e 49T &Y T Ao |
Aq@ AFRAEI A gqa A IR 1 8”

Good conduct is vital to every man. He
that loses it has no end to be gained here by hiz
life, wealth or relations.

Note: A man without good conduct can never
maintain a position in society. He wil make enemies
for him everywhere. His friends will turn out to be
his foes and his wealth will slowly depart from him.

Sieiniitii e CitGiL il

o~ . » . e

oIS ZREmT e 9TE | Yo
The diet of the wealthy is predominant of

meat, of the middle class, of ghee and that of
the poor, O scion of Bharata dynasty! of oil.

Note: wmya=clarified butter or ghee,

QEITIENH FRET 9F 977 |
’ ~ -, N
g EEA AT 97 Y AT U U
The poor always eat their food verily with

greater relish, for hunger begets taste, and that
is rare among the wealthy.

Note : &¥qg3Y bhere means more tasteful or

savoury It may be taken either to qualify the word
#rd or modify the verb ¥33a o

ST Hfiat 21F WG gied w7 |
dia@fy ft ;gfa gRgoi ww 10 wR
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Generally it is seen in the world that men
of afluence have not the power to eat, while
the poor, O Lord of the earth! can indeed
digest even pieces of wood. |

Note: In the matter of food, the poor are more
fartunate than the rich.

ceistbrenicieniciuic e
IR g AN W 9Tg ) 43

The lower orders of men are afraid of the
lack of means of livelihood (unemployment) and
middle class, of-death, while the noblest of men
are extremely afraid of disrespect or disgrace.

Note: The first foot is translated by Roy as
* Men of the lower orders are afraid of injury to their
lives ",

SRECUEHIECHRIEUE O H
Tqangaar & anfiesgsd o g

Intoxication caused by prosperity is the
most heinous of the intoxications of drinking
and the like. A man intoxicated with pros-

perity does mnot come to his senses until he
meets with a fall,

Note: wwing: wifig: fifgaas: Ivack qmagrgat: /aw U
The intoxications of drinking and the like are due to

the intoxication of wealth which is the Worst type of
all intoxications,
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sfezgfifizaidy saareriaag: |
- - ", - - o
a%d avqq #(F 9oy =R U 't

This world suffers great misery on account
of the senses pursuing their respective objects
of senses (such as of sight, smell etec.) without
any control (of prudence, restraint, calmness
and so forth), as the stars are affected by the
planets (sun and so forth).

a7 fia: gmaior ggaaRTEen |
ANTEH 9970 TEW FJIE | “&
Like unto the moon in the bright half of
the month, misfortunes multiply to him who is

sonquered by the group of the five senses which
in their natural state do attract the mind.
Note: 3ZUZ means moon (that which is the king

of the stars). 1Vhe gist is that lack of control of the
-senses leads to increasing calamities.

Y9

He who wishes to cfmbml his ministers
without conquering his own self, or to overcomse
his enemies without controlling the ministers,
becomes helpless and is lost.
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He who conquers first his own self consider-
ing it as a foe does not hopelessly wish to
control his ministers and conquer his enemies.

Note: One who has subdued one's self could

easily overcome one’s ministers and enemies. Here
AT may be taken as one word to mean *should con-
Y

sider ', or as two words ‘&t Eﬁq’ (who conquers).

agfed T gage ERIRY |
RISTRIT N 8Ty %e

Prosperity attends on him for ever who has
subdued his senses, controlled his ministers,
who is able to mete out punishment on the
guilty, who takes to action after due judgment
and who is steady.

Note: f3iaraid has another reading farmd (who
has conquered his self) The former sounds better
since one who subdues the senses, subdues the self also.

QIO (o9 -
T fagsafEamas Toean |
) [ oy
AU §IST 434~
giw: @@ qifd wWig D {o
A man’s bedy is the chariot, O king! the
driver is the mind within, and the senses are the
horses. With the aid of these well-trained

horses, a wise man, like a clever charioteer

unerring, goes on the journey of life safe
(comfortably).
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Note: #zra=well controlled or tamed.

A MIEANE SqEEgrasy |
AT EEF aW A @ 1 §2

These senses, if unrestrained, are capable
of bringing about even one’s destruction, like
horses that are unbridled and unsubmissive
bring about the destruction of the charioteer
along with the chariot.

IR

HAGTIA: SORT ARG |
“t ‘&\- o
sizatfveaiemrd vy gay | &2

That fool of a man, with his unconquered
senses, sees evil in good and good in evil like-
wise. He looks upon misery as happiness.

Note: Here the word #i® refers to one whois
ignorant of the nature of men and objects of the world
and who lacks in the experience of life, He does not
see things in their true perspective, but only in the
contrary way.

qag] @ @Sy anftzaama |
ORI 9 @ g | &3
He who gives up virtue and welfare and

follows the dictates of his senses is soon for-
saken hy prosperity, life, wealth and wife.

Note: AIll ections should be based on the con-
sideration of virtue and welfare,
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FIRIEEAY GeanfziEarnaEE |
HERILICEE IR tR G A A F T IEL
He who is a lord of riches yet not of his

senses falls down indeed from his prosperity for
want of mastery over his senses.

Note: The lives of Ravana, Duryodhana and
others are apt illustrations of the truth mentioned
herein.

ARG A RAI TS FEaaas |
ARAT FARAA FFIERT FgeRa: | AN

With the mind, the intellect and the senses
duly controlled one should seek after the self by
one’s own self. One’s self is verily one’s own
friend as well as one’s own foe.

Ngte: One's own controlled self is one’s friend
who will help to cross the ocean of worldly misery.
One's uncontrolled self is the foe that will destroy one
in the ocean of worldly existence.

FPYTRATSSHAER Feareaisseaar foras |
aEfag e o Ry U &8

He who has conquered his self by his own
self has his self as his very friend; the self is
indeed its certain friend, and verily its certain
foe.

Note: Atmean or self is the collective principle
constituted of the body, vitsl breath or Prana, the
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senses, intellect, mind and egoism, “ wnar FEEEOEFA; "
So explains Sankara in his Gitabhashya. To conguer
the Atman means to restrain the evil propensities and
actions of the mind and so forth by practising the
gualities that sre opposed to them. The actions of the
body are controlled by keeping the body, neck and the
head in 2 straight position and by courage. the actions
of Prana by the practice of Pranayama (control of
breath) and patience, the activities of the senses by a
spirit of renunciation and equanimity, those of the
intellect by the discrimination of good and bad and the
keen passion for salvation, of egotism by concentrating
the Atman on the supreme Brahma. By a different

reading of the last line as @ Tarfaxd Ry the mesning
will be ‘the Atman that is controlled is a friend, and
that uncontrolled, a foe’.

FEAT WA FAAUFATE |
FNY U H19F af 99 @@ 1 §o

Desire and anger, O king!, destroy one’s
discernment like two large fishes destroy the
net of small meshes cast over them.

Note: Here the word Kama may also mean "lust’

gzyo means " of small eyes or meshes ™. afifga=
covered.

andsdE T avRE qistmesia |
g 3 Suqda;: 999 gEded | 8¢

He who makes the necessary preparations
for success, with due consideration for righte-
ousness and worldly prosperity, increases
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indeed his happiness always in this world with
the preparations thus collected.

Note: All efforts should be based on righteousness
and worldly prosperity.

T} STV IFAEE T_TTA )
il fgaram ReshafFa ag 1| &%

He who, without conquering the five in-
ternal mental foes, wishes to conquer other
external enemies, is overcome by those other
enemies.

Note: The five internal foes are lust, anger,
covetousness, delusion and pride. These are born of
the minpd.

=9 e sgaaen @wafn |
) & R
HERIICCIREIARICRNSD (5= N IS
For want of mastery over the senses, even
high-souled kings are seen to be held in bondage

by their own actions caused by their lust
for kingdoms (or royal pleasures).

Note: qs7fisR:=Uwifa=a: (by the flashes or
glamour of sovereignty) or “lust of territory” also.
Roy translates ‘many evil minded kings’ for ‘high
souled kings ’ perhaps due to a different reading.

HYFHFWTIY YA
et 7ues Tgud fenEg |
TEFE, T feenmr-
TG T AR A A N w?
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By not giving up the sinful, but by
agsoclating with them, the sinless also meet
with equal punishment (with the sinful;, as by
mixing up, the wet fuel also is bLurned along
with the dry one. Hence one should not
associate with the sinful (wicked).

fASIgRIAaETT 9 9 SaHA |
ar A Rl gy Al e’

That person falls a prey to calamities, who,
out of delusion, does not control his five soaring
foes (the senses) with five different objects.

Note: The five different objects of the five senses
are to see with the eye, to smell with the nose, to taste
with the tongue, to hear with the ear and to feel with
the skin, (¥4 W TwRmHlE @D W@) | IGAR=
“lying up or sosring.

FAFACH W e Bl |
TEAEATET A qAq qoeA Il 9%

Absence of envy, straightforwardness,
purity, contentment, sweetness of speeh, self
control, truthfulness and steadiness—these the
wicked never have (possess).

Note: #@w#gai=want of envy at anothers's pros-
perity ; susa=plaioness of speech without any crooked-
ness in thought or word; qﬁémwrity of mind (by
washing away the mental impurities of lust, anger and
the like) and of body (by washing away the pbysical dirt;;



£0 AZATE

ﬂ@ﬂwﬁqﬁ! contentment with what one has; fagmfig=
sweetness of speech, pleasing gnd never irritating
another ; 2R = control of the mind ; &&= utterance of
the real facts: wamrg;= ®=21984 lack of shaking, steadi-

ness, unflinchingness. Roy translates #«agar as
guilelessness.
. ~ T~
AW i@ wimIar |

T%F 99 Q1 §19 T NGRTRg NI 1 e

Oyve of Bharata race! self-knowledge, steadi-
ness, forbearance and steadfastness in virtue,.
guarded speech and charity—these are never
known to the lower orders of men (the mean).

Note: fafamr=endurance of unpleasantness; =%
7MT =some take it to mean capacity to keep secrets
{which is far-fetched):

fagrsai fafearagar a0 )
T wmmq% waqmn fag=ay o oK

Fools do harm to the wise by harsh words
and vile reproaches, as a result, the revilers
take upon themselves the sins of the wise while
the latter who put up patiently with them are
absolved of their own.

Note: The user of vile language not only incurs
the sin of such utterance but takes upon himself the
sin if any, of the person against whom it is used.
SR = Tgur (harsh words); qfam:— gt (censure).
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w ° ™~ o
fear sznangmi aal PehfaEey |
U 9% GO SO0 qoraat 3@ I Ok

Violence is the strength of the wicked, the
code of punishment, that of the king, obedience
(or service) that of women, and patience, that of
the meritorious.

Nota: The wicked resort to violence as their first
and last weapon, the king keeps up his position through
his power of meting out punishment on those who
bresk his laws; dutifulness and service are the key-

notes of power and respect for 2a woman, while patience
of the virtuons man brings him svccess and renown.

AFAIAT 1 F97 GIEFT@AT 9 |
¥99g Afeg I a g sg wfvgg 1 ©s
Control of speech, O king! is verily said to
be most difficult, and to hold on a long dis-
course with elegance and substance is not easy

too.

Note: Here the word fafss may refer either to
the subiects of discourse as being fresh and exciting or
to the mode of presentation as to arouse interest and
cause delight to the hearer,

Feamgla Fea fafed avs gy |

g7 TAIfqar UFAARGIAA s¢
A speech well spoken O king! brings on
various beneficial effects, while the same if ili

spoken tends to troubles.
* 6
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Jzd qrEEiiE 39 qegAr oy |

19T 56 9RH A GUERT RIS 1 0]

The wound caused by arrows gets healed in
due course and likewise a forest cut down by
the axe sprouts again, but a verbal wound
caused by a word ill-uttered and loathsome

will never be healed.

Tnte: Compare—
wi'ny an arrow at random sent
May hit the mark the archer little meant
Many a word at random spoken
May soothe or wound the heart that is broken.

FiRETAERsta 30w |
TERIeIRT A fgg TN g R A 1 <o
Arrows of karni, naleeka and naracha can
be extracted from the body wherein they have

pierced, but a wordy dart is impossible of

extraction; it remains verily struck in the
heart

Note: Karniis e kind of arrow with its head in
the shape of the ear (soizfiww®! am:); Naleeka is an

arrow discharged through a tube (afwmar sareat amomn);
Naaraacha is an arrow made of iron.

TFEIITRT IEATai-a
FEasAER usTnf |
U’ ug A vafa
A qEd AEESg 1 1) €?
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Wordy arrows issue forth from the mouth
and one hit by them grieves both day and
night. A wise man should not discharge
‘them at others since they hit the vital part of
the man hurt.

Note : Frmﬁgmon that part which is not non-vital,
i.e on the vital part.

7o) 31 99=Ifa YT QOEy |
g amewly gistrafe | 0 <R
Gods take away the intellect of that person

to whom they decree defeat or disgrace, as a
result, he stoops to unworthy acts.

Note: The last line literally means ‘ he sees down-
ward " in the sense that he bends down to do despicable
acts. =argtT (southern or downward) is the opposite
of aftdq (northern or.upwards), here it means °base
deeds ’.

T8 FIIATT faanan sgafey |

HF9] ATATEAT FEMHIEIE | €3

When the intellect is clouded and fall is at
hand, injustice appears as justice and never

departs from the heart. (Injustice remains em-
bedded in the heart).

79 ge: qitar 3 Ener weaed |
quzaEi fBOga 9 SRy | €8

O, ye, foremost of Bharata dynasty! on
account of hostility towards the Pandavas, this
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kind of right understanding has left thy sons
and thou dost not know them.

Note : This has been translated by Roy as follows:
“0 Bull of Bharata dynasty! on account of their
hostility towards the Pandavas, this kind of clouded
understanding has seized them on account of their
enmity towards Pandavas and thou dost not see them ”
This can be explained in several ways 2as we take the

meaning of the word gwfig (P. Participle of g with qf)
as 'surrounded ’, seized, or filled with, or departed.

AT SHOETIHEZ AT Y 737 |
fusged ifaar aiseg 9o gamme | oy

O Dhritarashtra! Let Yudhishtira who is
blessed with all the marks of royalty to become
the king of even the three worlds and who is
obedient to thyself, be installed as the ruler.

19 G IAER AMIIEEFA; |
] . C
AT ST 39 IR wiEacafig o ¢&
He is the more rightful heir than all your

sons, is possessed of energy and wisdom and is

versed in the truths of virtue and worldly
welfare.

Note: @i =gsaie (In the heirship to the
kingdomji.

AIFAREIE@INST THai T |
Taree O a3 uitetaats | ce
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O Lord of kings! this Yudhishtira, the
foremost of the virtuous, is putting up patiently
with many troubles on account of his kindness
and tenderneas and out of reverence to thee.

Note: azg%m:mqm@m (kindness);
13 Ed = sF 1A% (tenderness).

CHAPTER 3.
(Original Chapter 35.)

gaag Igrm—Dhritarashtra said :—

gfz a1 9513 eEanEd 39 |
qugat dife § glgiEafaamns neg U 2
O Thou of mighty intellect! tell me again
words such as these brimming with virtue and

worldly welfare. Hearing these I am not

satisfied. Thou dost speak of beautiful (varied)
truths.

fAge sgrg—Vidura said :—
gIAI9Y 31 @ GAY 19 |
IV &% 4% @EmTe ar fafaead R

Bath in the holy waters and equality
towards all beings, these two may be equal (in
merit), or, rather, equality excels.

Note: a3 = sidswawy (equality, sameness of
attitude).
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Awd afqeae gﬂg qad Faxﬁ
= Fifd 90 A1 5 @ty i 3

O Lord ! Be always equal towards thy sons.
Thus will thou win great fame here, and attain.
heaven after death.

1 FI{OHGSTE [0 2% Had |
qaq @ JRYST WAEIH REITd ) 2

O Thou best of men! as long as a man’s
holy fame is sung in this world, so long will he
be honoured in heaven,

LEIPARGGIEICHCR acet §
fae 49 SR geeaa | Y

In this context is an old story illustrating
the same, viz, Virochana’s dialogue with
Sudhanwan for the sake of Kesini.

43T fear %97 AT |09 9mWa: |
TYoTfaar R Rfasefaswaar | &

O King ! with the desire of selecting a best
husband, a maiden of the name of Kesini, un-
rivalled in beauty, made up her mind for a
Swayamvara form (Self-choice) of marriage.

ﬁmmw a?ﬂmar FATEG ¥ |
IgiSEaRE 396 Mg FE | C
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Wishing to gain her hand there came then
to that place Virochana, the Daiteya (born of
Diti), whereupon Kesini addressed that Lord of
Daittyas as follows :

fgrgar— Kesini said : —

fe amonfeasmie e fafem
w1 F7 W WS g A | <

O, Virochana! who is superior, whether
Brahmins or the descendants of Diti ? Also
why did not Sudhanwan take his seat on the
cot (sofa) ?
gOaa 3@ — Virochana replied :(—

ATATE 3 480 T FE a9 |
ANE @R SIFn F e F fEEm 1§

We, the decendants of Prajapathi, (Kas--
vapa), O Kesini! are verily the superior and
best of all. Ours indeed are all these worlds.

VWho are the gods and who, the Brahmins!

Note : Herein is revealed the arrogance of Viro-
chana when he praises his own superiority and con-
temnptuously refers to the inferiority of the gods and
the brahmins {g#fd=2 brahmin (who is supposed to
have two births, one natural and the other with the
investiture of thread).

Hrgegas —Kesini said :—
STt SdveE SR AR |
g1 ECATEAT 9SS a1 |l | Peo.
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O Virochana! Here in this very sacred
place we two shall wait. Sudhanwan will
arrive here at day-break and I shall see both of
you come (sitting) together.

Note: I3®ais any place sanctified for a function,

Hags 39— Virochana said :—
0 92 FARSATE 997 & WE A9y |
- . ~ . N
g9+1w T ai 39 wazgita dnat o 29
O Gracious timid girl! I shall abide by thy

words and thou wilt see at day-break both my-
self and Sudhanwan come together.

fagT Igrg—Vidura continued : —
yaaral T FAiglEd gawes |
FAATH & 3§ Q941 YREDN ! 2R

Then as the night had passed and the solar
disc had risen, Sudhanwan, O best of kings!
came to that place.

fisar aa faut sfwew afsa o
g 3 anesd TEelly Fwad aar 0 13

And at the spot O Lord! where Virochana
was waiting with Kesini, Sudhanwan appeared
before Virochana (the son of Prahlada) and
Kesini.

RaITA T35l epT Hiwe waw |
- o
TEIATEA a8 TwEd &gt O L
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O best of Bharata dynasty! seeing the
brahmin (Sudhanwan) arrived, Kesini rose and
offered him a seat, water to wash feet and then
arbicles of worship.

zfq T4 379 FUIFUgaq |
e qed (& |rasl MEeE A 1

Then verily did Sudhanwan address the
incomparable Virochana as follows:— 0 Son
of Prahlada, be thou seated on the golden cot,
I am indeed a brahman’’.

Note: "Theexpression gfd § as one word means
‘in conformity with tradition’. @gwA=that over
which there is notbhing superior; unsurpassed. This
sloka is not found in some editions and is considered
an interpolation,

%Iy f5Und NEEg § aUEAq |
UFEAGIATIHA! A FYSE AT A% 1%
O son of Prahlada! I shall touch thy

-superb golden seat. I have become one with
‘thee but I cannot be seated along with thee,

Note: Roy translates the latter part as follows:
*I cannot, however, suffer myself to be regarded as thy
.equal and sit on it with thee’. mmas‘x(:to touch:
Iqg%9H =gained, attained. 7 gw@=but [ do not sit (%),

g7 Ig=— Virochana said : —
aqEd § GFF FI AeTEr g |
g9 A EuEIsia g gs A L Qo
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A plank, a mat of kusa grass or skin, is
O Sudhanwan! what is fit for thee. Thou dost
not deserve the same seat with me.

Note: %9 is a mat made of Kusa grass. &l is
the seat of a holy sage, either of Kusa grass or the skin
of an animal like deer, tiger ete.

gaatargs—Sudhanwan said:—
feargat aevdiai g fmr @@y |
At I W I A @M@ b ¢
Father and son, two Brabmins, two Kshatri-
vas, two Vaisyas and two Sudras equally old:

¢an sit on the same seat, but not others, one:
with the other.

foar f 3 qmdtaguieic am: |
7 gEfai M ad fwgamd &
Indeed thy father used to wait upon me
seated betaking himself to a position lower than.

wine. Thou art a child brought up in the luxury
¢f the palace and dost not know anything (of it).

fat1aw 3qrg— Virochana replied: —
fetd 3 mard 9 afzawgig @ |
gr M A s GwsEd fap 1 e
O Sudhanwan! wagering upon all our gold,

cattle, horses and all the wealth we, Asuras, have

among us, we shall put the question to those:
that are capable of answering it.
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ga%a‘tara‘-- Sudhanwan said :—

frod 7 mard = qEaeg SR |

quraleg O AT RH R A g 0 kR

O Virochana! keep to thyself alone all the

gold, the cattle and horses. Laying our lives in

wager, we shall put the question to those who
are able to answer it.

faaaa sgrg— Virochana said : —

Atat &7 afgsamE; o 51 )
4 g 333 AT A ugeY w1 R

Laying a bet on ouorlives where shall we
go? I shall not stand before gods nor at any
time before men.

Note: Virochana thinks it below his dignity to
approach gods or men 10 solve the guestion.

gaenarg— Sudhanwan said : —

fosd & s arorni s 39 |
ERIfe | §AfE werr agd agg . ]3

As we have wagered our lives, we shall
approach thy father, for, Prahlada will never
utter a false-hood even for the sake of his son.

33T 31w —Vidura continued :

T FAN FE! AN |
FRFagTAmt sgeEr 37 fogf o 22
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Then having thus laid a wager, Virochans
and Sudhanwan, both enraged, proceeded to the
place where Prahlada was.

uzig 3qrg—Prahlada said: —
zat O amesy anvail @ IRE @g)
RN FR A EEE ) Y

These two, who have not moved together as
companions before, are seen now coming hither
by the same path like two enraged snakes.

ff T o389 9 QO SOUEAE |
fRTRaq ot S § aeT goegst 1 _§
Do you two who never moved in companion-

ship before, do so now? I ask thee this,

O Virochana, ‘“Have you made friendship with
Sudbanwan ?”’

fatiga smrwr—Virochana replied :—
A ¥ gIEAT G NgIfHenEg |
3G W §=o1fq A1 ARTd a1 Qo

I have made no friendship with Sudhanwan.
We have laid a wager on our lives. O Prahlada!

I ask you the truth. Don’t answer the question
untruly.

agiZ 379 —Prablada said :—

¥gH RI9H AT g9 | ‘
FASTSATAST Far A @G I R
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Let water and madhuparka be brought for
Sudhanwan. O brahmin, thou art worthy of
worship. A white fat cow is kept ready.

Note: Water is first offered to a guest for wash-
ing the feet, then Madhuparka for quenching the
thirst. Madhuparka is a delicious mixture of curds,
clarified butter, water, honey and sugar, generally
offered in ancient days to a respectable guest. The
cow is offered as a gift to 2 brahmin.

ga;’a}ﬂla’mSudh anwan sald:—
9ZF A99% T S an |
[EE & g A avT 9 sEfE gosa | R
Water and madhuparka have been offered
to me, as it were, by thy enquiries as to my

welfare. Tell me, O Prahlada! The truth as to
the question that I ask thee.

Note: Here the expression %9197 means ' by the
words of enquiry as to my welfare . Roy translates it
as ‘on my way hither’ based on another reading
afsierarias ]9 0

f& srEieagsatE saRfaEuTa: |

Are Brahmins superior or Virochana?

gz eqiw—DPrablada said:—
F FEN A w09@ A o A g Afem 1 3o

Neither Kalmasha, nor Kapila, nor Vyasa
(Krishnadwaipayana), nor the sage Lohita is
competent to answer the question.
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Note: The above personages are venerable pre=
ceptors of yore who had expounded Dhbarma (virtue)
in its various aspects.

AT AT R 9 TEIE |

ezr qTd aEd ast 37 Al o 3

Who ig able to speak of Dharma (virtue)
which is keener than the sharp edge of a razor?
O brahmin, thou art to be respectfully saluted
and I am appointed to be a witness.

Nots: In some edition this and the latter half of
the previous sloka do not find a place.

93 OF 09 S 9wzt |
a7i{3AgaT: 87 FaEIRar a’g 32
O Brahmin! One is my son and thou art

present in person. How can one like us answer
the guestion on which you are disputing?

Note: Self-interest as regards the son and fear
of curse on behalf of the brahmin are the two factors
that would prejudice the answer to the question.

g —Sudhanwan said :—

9 e « iy af afy fasaty
9EPIT AAGE A o AwfEafa | 33

If however thou dost not .answer the truth
or dost answer untruly this incomparable ques-
tion, thy head, O Prahlada, will burst into pieces.
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Taze s —Vidura continued : —
AfEAR TR FESET Farslg |
oL
JaUg NEIE |3 HAZAY 1 3
O Dhritarashtra of great wisdom! then
Prahlada asked of a divine sage (Hamsa) whn
had arrived there accompanied by a descendant
of Aditi and who was all all-knowing and all-
seeing.
Note: Hamsa is an ascetic of a particular order.

agm@ sgm—Prahlada said : —
qar qiseA7 3 A wied =iy I T
aqifiagaiEe 9 9 AT | R
O Sage! one may be ason or a stranger
<another) and one may stand as a witness (unto

them). O Hamsa ! while those two are disputing,
how should virtue prevail ?

Note: In a dispute between a son and another,
how should a virtuous witness act? Here Za3=one
possessed of supreme knowledge.

&9 garg—Hamsa replied :—
i FARRET agissag @ 99 |
eriffgd oA A @@ M AR 1 3%
O king! one may give to one’s son the
cattle or all other wealth counted dear. But

where two dispute, one should answer their
jjuestion according to truth.
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Note: The latter part has another reading :—
“ra\fiagdiEed st | afygea? af@qa=0 Thou, intel-
lizent. The above slokas 33, 34, 35 are considered by
some a8 interpolations, aﬁm:=one's own son.

cziz g3r9—Prahlada said :—

A% qY 39 A g a1 AfF AT |
g a9 geely FRa s a1 3e

Then if one does not speak at all the truth

or untroth, O Sage, I ask thee what sin he
commits,

Note: Another reading f'or the latter half is:—-
“gma geeIx gemia gfeaw @ & a¥a®. % 'a@a= what
misery will he suffer?

zq IIrg—Hamsa replied : —

TSt 94 7 faeam MEEd =947 |
IF A U e AFisiE q 9@ 1l 3¢

One who is asked about virtue should not
cxplain off the question in a zigzag way like a
mule astray. O king! such a one falls from
virtue and he has neither the kingdom nor
subjects (i. e. that king loses both).

Note: Some explain maifafsd wig=ss loose as
the loose ear of a cow, neither steady nor definite; but
the force of the word =%3 could be fully brought out
if the word wignifafys is taken to mean * straving out
of path like 2 mule’. The last line may be explained.
He does not gain the end of life here in this world nor
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will he bave any issue (if the idea is to be applied
generally for all, not for a king alone).

A0 =a cow’s ear ; 3 mule.

q% QA gEAfa 21 995 T
T RATIETREI0N ST {19y ] 30

They who see righteousness, but remain
silent, meditating without giving utterance to
it, are destroyed by that righteousness, as trees
on the banks by rivers in flood.

APIST g TET Aqq TEH FAl |
Ry evagg g Frmr A faemd 1 v

Where in an assembly, the censurable are
not condemned, the president shares the half cf
the sin, the sinner, a quarter, and the audience.
the other quarter.

Note: « @i sfasig arg: avaiwag®E (A wise man

should not attend a meeting, with the knowledge of the
defects or evils of the members of the audience.!

A WAty 3y geaeasly garaa: |
FaEA e e @A R AR 0 8¢

Where the censurable are condemned, the
president of the assembly becomes sinless as
well as the audience, and the sin reverts to the
sinner himself.

Note: @awr=one without sin (a:),



98 AR

agg sqg—Prahlada asked : —

drgrgl 99 Wi feaEd afg 949 |
Jqm a6 eI A @ & W/ e
O sage! I ask thee, what is the state of

that speaker of untruth who, out of ignorance
or interest, speaks the untruth.

Note: Slokas 38—42 are not seen in some editions.
2aug is a kind of swan (hamsa) with the beak and foot
black and the rest of the body white (here means one
of a hamsa order of saints). % agq=where or how will
he live ? (or also what will he suffer from).

zq sarg—The sage replied :—

a1 TRk & 3t JnweolEE: |
71 7 wiafvagrgr gRw g ai @I 1 93

One who does not speak plain and true will
pass his time, as a wife superseded by another,
as one defeated at dice and as one groaning
ander the weight of anxieties, would pass their
respective nights. (He will be sleepless).

Note: w@fgi&g is the past passive participle of fag
with sff@=to marry ip addition to one already married.

amx afegend Ifizik Tyfva; |
FIUA Y9 TS T g A 3/ 1 88

One who speaks not plain and true will
pass his time as one barred of admission to the
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town at the outer gate starving, and as one
seeing only enemies wherever the eye iz cast,
would pass their respective nights.

Note: gg@aaz may be taken also as a separate
entity meaning ds one exposed to starvation.

i 9 ufaafigrar o = W fdssd |
A g fA A ghAw g A WA 0 9y

One who speaks not plain and true will
have to pass his time as one who is injured (by
another), as one who has played false to an
intimate friend and as one who has lost all his
wealth, would pass their respective nights
‘care-worn and sleepless).

9 P93 gied g7 Tlea MR |
AT gieq g I WId 8&

By uttering falsehood regarding an animal
{as a sheep or goat) one destroys (casts into
hell) five of one’s ancestors in the ascending
line; By doing the same on behalf of cow, ten
such ancestors, on behalf of a horse, a hundred
such, and on behalf of a man, a thousand such
ancestors are cast into hell.

Note: The increasing seriousness of sin is based
on the value of the factors concerned to the welfare of
the society.
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gfeq srarastaiy fRvansTd 939 |
af yragd I W EEEA A L Re

He who speaks falsehood regarding gold
bring ruin on all those born and to be born in
the family, and who does so regarding land,

bring rein to everything. Never speak false-
hood regarding land.

Note: Here figissaid to refer to Kesini whois

equal to the earth in many ways. How strict is the
last injunction that one should neither encroach on nor
claim uplawful title over another’s land!

ggg sgrr—Prahlada said:—
a9 ATME A gE AafiEs |
qraTSE HTET NIgEEg @ a9 § A 1| 8¢
Superior to myself is indeed Angiras and

superior to thyself O Virochana! is Sudhanwan,

and superior to thy mother is his. Therefore
thou art conquered by him.

Note: Angires is the father of Sudhanwa.

= goeasd qonAHaET |
g gAfisorfn agr ed Ay 1 8”

O Virochana! this Sudhanwa bas now be-
come the lord of thy life. But O Sudhanwan!
I do wish thou dost restore it back to Virochana
(or thou didst restore Virochana to me).
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goraiga—Sudhanwan replied : —

TEARIOTAIRA A FZIA 9213 |
TAREEIN § §F AWI 9EEIE TOE 1l We

O Prahlada! since thou hast preferred
virtue and have not spoken untruth through self
interest, I grant back thy son that ought not to
be restored {by the wager).

Nete: Roy translates the latter part as ‘[ grant

thy son his life that is dear *. Some take g&# to mean
*worthy .

T T T w9 N
RIS FAE FUARAAR W 0l

Here is thy son Virochana, O Prahlada!
granted by me. He should wash my feet in
the presence of the maiden Kesini (suggestive
of acceptance of my superiority).

Note: One washing another’s feet is according
to the ancient Hindu code of morality a mark of offer-
ing respect to the latter. The latter half of the sloka
is capable of another expianation which, based on a
custom prevalent among some, fnds little sanction in
Sastras viz, ' He should wash the feet of the maiden
in my presence,” This is explained by the custom
observed in some quarters that at marrisge the couple
smear each other’s feet with turmeric, suggesting that
Kesini be married by Virochana.
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fazT Sarg—Vidura continued : —

FEEEE YTy AEgd THAeh |
® C
q1 M9 AGAWAT AR QAERAT U RX
Therefore, O Lord of kings! Dhritarashtra,
it does not behove thee to speak untruth for the
sake of land. Do not rush to ruin with thy sons

and ministers by not speaking the truth for the
sake of thy sons (Kurus).

A I AN Wi gy |
4 g twafu=sfa ggar dasafFa ag 1 43
Gods do not protect men by resorting to

stick like the bherdsman. They bless them with
intelligence whom they wish to protect. -

Note: ggzar DI a¥, is another reading for the
last line. (They unite them with good intelligence.)

Tq7 941 % G89: KT FEY qAL |
I FAIsE @il fagay g 0o ue
The more or the less a person directs his

mind to the good and auspicious, so the more or

the less are all his objeets accomplished. There
is no doubt about this.

Note: In proportion to the mind’s goodness is
success achieved in all directions.

=4 gezifa glsaiaRa
AITEA ATAAT FA9 |
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1T FFAT T ATATE
T ITEFaRTE | s

The Vedas do not save from sin the deceit-
ful man living by fraud. They forsake him in
his last moments like new-fledged birds forsak-
ing their nests.

Note: Another reading for =35 is #sys® {in 2
short time). No amount of Vedic learning will save a
deceitful man in this world or in the world hereafter.

. - =, o
QAU H&E P
@Al Fifaday |
Tzg dijeanfar
IR AT 97 | W§
Drinking, quarrel, enmity against many
men (Or against ones’ guild), sowing difference
between husband and wife, causing dissension
among relations, treason against the Kking,
controversy between man and woman and all
others sinful wavs of life are, it is said, to be
shunned.

Note: wgagr{sarg—Dispute between man and

woman shonld be avoided being nnequally matched, or it
may als » mean interference in disputes between husband
and wife recoils to the disgrace of the intervener ulti-
matelv, as the former becomes united in due course.
Araigdiwat is translated as ‘connubial disputes” by Roy.
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Agishk awrﬂ SlEve)
T T FafEeEd T |

A 9 fog 9 g0 §
ECic:iroRiCETiCR:: ] u\g

A palmist, an erst-while thief of a merchant,
a swindler, a physician, a foe, a friend and an
actor—these seven are not competent to be
witnesses,

Note: =21%9d has been defined also as :— “ qr@r®ar

qEnfar ar spafdsgww arsAM amafd @i (ome who
deceives others by telling omens of good and evil and
the like with the aid of a stick or string) ; it means also
a ‘fowler’ who catches birds with the aid of stick or
string. Fal®d is defined as:— gfad W& arfy wgacfy,
ag®l 218; fa=awizst ar (one who follows or imitates a
despicable character, or a servant of an actress, sensua-
list, one intoxicated and so forth). The allusion of
o is in reference to Sakuni who played false in the

game of dice, aftik Arg1 may also mean one who uses
false weights,

ATRZET TG VST AqHHT |

WERA 1 T g, W 4<
Fogy TRt 9 a5 || W = |
AlGAIST FHY AlER TR | W
TR A mrwkqaqu l

Y 41 fea o smghwemn | o
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An incendiary, an administerer of poison, a
pimp, a seller of Soma juice, a maker of arrows,
a back-biter, one that injures a friend (one
treacherous), an adulterer, one causing abortion,
one violating the preceptor’s bed, a brahmin
addicted to spirituous liquors, cne who is sharp
tongued (or very cruel}, one who rakes up old
sores, an atheist, a denouncer of Vedas, a
greedy priest (one who squeezes money at the
point of the sacrificial laddle), one not invested
with the sacred thread within the preseribed
age, a slaughterer of kine, one who slays
another who has taken refuge though himself
capable of self preservation, all these are to be
reckoned equal to those who have slain
brahmins.

Note: These are said to incur the same sin as
those who have killed brahmins.

#qie: = house ; M =poison; FIA =one who makes
a livelihood by an adulterine {#9g). This word has
‘been defined as follows :—
qYI AX: oA T w9k TEH: |
gER@aAy | gosEfa 2298
The issue of a woman by a paramour while the husband
is alive is called ‘Kunda’, and that born to 2 widow is
called ‘Golaka’. He who eats the food prepared by
these two is called a Kundaasi (from #3g to eat!; gdi=
a back-biter (also a spy, an informer, an astrcloger).
H¥ugr=one who kills an embryo (u®); $$:=one who
like a crow gives pain to one already in troublz, one
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who rakes up old enmity. ®IAAI=a preist who
squeezes money from the master of a sacrifice at the
point of the sacrificial laddle; an extortioner; FaAm =

a slaughterer of cows, one who is an eater of meat, S
aleo a cultivator. Another reading for ## is sz
{one unclean}: Dhritarashtra’s sons are guilty of the
crimes of sREIET and WE: towards Pandavas.

FONERAT T SEEY
I WE AR ALY
O WiEEF=Y 9
FIGG FEIARTA || &¢

With the aid of a torch of straw is known
the form of a thing (during night), by action,
one noble, and by conduct (non-violence etc.) a
virtuous man. A hero is known in danger, the
valiant, in difficulty, and friends and foes in
dire calamities (of famine and so forth).

Note: 3Isgr=fire; S@sd=the form of a thing (also
gold); ¥wg:=2 noble-born (also virtue, hypocrite). Here

is an allusion to the lack of virtue and good conduct
among the sons of Dhritarashtra.

T &Y Wl fr S
73 I 94970 |
EIC R IR ELTIBE R
ERIEACHEEE It AT &%
Decrepitude or infirmity of old age des-
troys beauty; desire, patience; death, life
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breath; and envy, righteous conduct; Anger
destroys prosperity; the association with the
low, one’s good disposition; lust, shame; while
pride destroys everything.

Note: Hd=here means ' patience’. Some tzke it
as *boldness’. The former seems better.

A Fifaarsat 9 Fda@ o5
@ 7 & gia 1 fan
 FIGAL @ad q o
94 g @ mETEEae | 53

Fortune smiles not on the wrathful, nor
friend attends on the malicious; women shun
the cruel; and learning, the easy-goer. There is
no sense of shame for the lustful, nor prosperity
to the indolent, and nothing at all to the
unsteady.

Araged Wafa ASvIg gwaEy |
LTI §%0 9@ danig afafagla i &

Prosperity is born of good auspicious deeds,
Hlourishes through activity, becomes rooted by
skill and stays on with self control.

Note: #FE~everything suspicious or virtuous;
QT =activity ; gigg=ability or skill to do the right
guick at the right time (atm®fed). No prosperity is
had without virtuous deeds.
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I gﬁq ffﬁﬁﬁﬁ
R I
qITk qmﬂgmﬁm k]
TT4 gaEE Fagar 9 i &%

Right qualities make a maun illustrious,
viz., wisdom, high lineage, self restraint,
seriptural learning, valour, moderation In
speech, charity as it lies within one’s power, and
gratitude.

A YOiEE qEIgHAL-
FET o1 daA 99 |

TR I5T AFE AIH
CEIERIRIEERICINGEICIT §&

O sire! yet there is but one quality that
depends exceedingly on the possession of these
illustrious acquisitions. When a king honours a
man, this quality of royal honour surpasses all
other qualities.

Note: Generally royal honour is bestowed on
those possessed of the eight merits. Buot when a man
is bestowed with royal honour, even though he has not
these eight quslities, the mere fact of his being a
recipient of that royal honour though undeserving
surpasses all other merits or he is assumed to be
possessed of them. Rov translates this sloka as
follows: *Bat, O sire, there is one endowment which
alone can cause all these attributes to come together.
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The fact is, when the king honoureth a particular
person, the rovsal favour can cause all these attributes
to shed their lustre {on the favourite)”. The commen-
tator Nilakantha suggests that bere is an sliusion tc
Dhritarashtra’s favouring Karna who has neither high
birth as being brought up as the charioteer’s son nor
any scriptural learning. These two slokas 65 & 66 are
found in some editions repeated as slokas 29 & 30 in
Chapter V here. Further sl. 65 is seen as sl. 106 ic
Chapter [ as well.

quar =exceedingly ; sfanf@=adds greater lustre tc
or transcends in lustre.

¥G! FANTA AL T7F
SUCRAL TS RECOCHT I
TR afE-
ATt Sgmgafea @ &S
O king, in the world of men these eight are
the pointers to the heavenly region. Of these,

four are inseparable with the virtuous and four
are sought after by them.

Note: =sada=P. P. Participle of g with &g and #3
accompanied with ; going with.

qq0 FTARETEA 49
JAMaErFEIaE g |
g FESANTEE
ERIPEI GO E o H §¢
Sacrifice, charity, study and penance, these
four are inseparably connected with the
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virtuous. Self restraint, truthfulness, straighf;*
forwardness, non-violence are the four sought
after by them.

Note: The latter four, the virtuous try to come
by at any risk. swayaf (Radggdd)=ever accompany-
ing ; wgarta (A& Awfa)=pursue with effort,

AR QAT FAT FT |
w219 g ATST qaEngEd |as 1 &%
The eight paths of virtue énjoined by the
seers are:— sacrifice, study, charity, penance,
truthfulness, forgiveness, mercy and non-
covetousness.

Note: ¢¥ga’suggests that thisis enjoined by the
seers.

€ ™ o & &~
CEREEREUIECIOUICRCCO LI
99 I AmEag el o 95
The former group of four may be resorted
to even out of vanity, but the latter four do not
remaln with those that are not high-sculed.
{They are found to exist only in the truly
great).
Note: Some resort to the first four only for a
show to delude the world with their vanity, not out of

any sincerity for the acquisition of such means of
Tirtue.

q |1 |91 99 7 "l gemn
q 4 7T § A 1z qay |



-
-
posst

R&'ﬂﬂt’ﬁa

Atar 9aT a9 7 autE
9 99 9 F=TSAgEey | 9
That is not an assembly wherein there are
no old men. They are not old who do not
speak of virtue. That is not virtue wherein is

no truth and that is not truth wherein is inter-
woven deceit.

Note: This sloka finds a place in Chapter 39,
Uttarakanda of Valmiki Ramayana and that chapter is
zonsidered to be an interpolation, and this occurs also
in the 89th Chapter of gaiga.

gd &0 ¥4 e fied M9 99 9ay |
- oo *
T T AT T 20 @ o
These ten are the ways to heaven viz.,
truth, humility, scriptural knowledge, learning,
high lineage, good character, strength, wealth,
bravery, and ability to discourse sweet on
various topies.

Note: %4 has been commented upon as <fiaggzr’
{mark of humility)., It means also beauty. & means
religious study, and fd=r is taken by some as propitia-
tion of Deities. famurd has been explained in several
ways as ‘ reasonable talk’, ¢ sweet discourse’, ability to
speak on various topics and so on. The word wfg=a:
has been explained in two senses, viz,, °of heavenly
origin > {having heaven for their origin) and also as
* ways to heaven ’ (the sources of heaven, heavenly life).
Another reading for the last foot is g §qaar qo: |
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qrf 57 QIIRIAL TIOHAEE T |
g 3T OARI(A; TOITHARST || 93
One committing sin becomes notorious and
reaps indeed the fruit of sin (misery), while one

who does good, becomes famous and enjoys the
everlasting fruit of merit (happiness).

A w8 7 FATa g&T: Hfaaan |
pikEEicRICRERCERI G GH oy
Therefore one should, with a determined

vow, never commit sin. Sin, repeatedly in-
dulged in, destroys one’s intelligence.

Note: 3ifq3gd:=one with a firm resolve. ﬁﬁiaw
praised, here {fig}, determined or fixed. 9= intellect
dt: o5 g9 afo: (Amara).

AETR: MO fREM AT )
997 g5t 39l frgal ga: ga o oY
A man who has lost his intelligence

commences daily only sinful deeds, while virtue,

repeatedly practised, increases omne’s intelli-
gence.

L EHU IR EERER UG I ol
%7 g9 AR A | asefi |
AW 304 fA¥9q gev: gaarfea: o \o§

. The man with increased intelligence always
takes only to virtuous deeds. By so doing
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(virtuous deeds) be becomes highly famous and
departs to blessed regions. Therefore a man
should, with a steady resolve, resort to virtue.

THAT] TR 53T [WEEsE |
q v UEgElG 4 fFUq e 1 ee

He that is envious and venomous, cruel-
hearted (or of harsh words), prone to make
enmity and is deceitful, is exposed ere long tc
great misery by taking up to sins.

Note: gm35I®=a snake, ope with sharp teeth,

capable of doing harm to others. (3r%=sharp or pointed :
one who strikes at the vital parts.

HAFG: FAUT: IDFETEE 2T |
A $¥S qeETile |49 F EEy 8¢
He that is not envious and is possessed of
wisdom, and is constantly engaged in doing what

is only good, will never come by great misery.
On the other hand, he shines everywhere.

qgEamMAafd g T | qloea: |
S FAT 9T 9RIf gEATIE 1 W]

He 1s a wise man who draws only wisdom
from the wise. He that is wise, after acquiring
bothk virtue and worldly prosperity, becomes

capable of increasing his happiness.
¢ B
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fzadq o TAS9 W &9 394 |
APAIEA G FNGA ML GE WA <o

One should take up to that by day where-
by one could pass the night in happiness. Take
to that work during the eight months of the
year which will help to pass the rainy season
(of four months) in comfort.

T T T FIEA TERgE 29 |
qESE g A TR A g6 399 || <2
Be engaged in that work in your earlier
part of life (youth) whereby you could pass
your old age in happiness. Be engaged in that

work all your life here that departing hence
you can live in happiness.

soiae gl a9t T AFEEEn |
i ffsadmd Tae aufesy o <R
The wise praise that food that is digested
and that wife who has passed her youth, that

hero who has won the battle and that ascetic
who has attained realisation (lit. the other side).

Note: Food is worthy of praise only if and when
it is digested. Any praise before digestion may turn it
to be ill-placed, Likewise a wife is to be praised after
she had passed her youth, for youth is the testing
veriod of all vices and virtues. A hero is to be praised
after success in the {ield is sssured and not earlier, and
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likewise an ascetic only after realisation of the Supreme
and not earlier. Many are the instances in Hindu
treatises where sages like Viswamitra and others have
vielded to temptations during their penance.

JHAIIZSA qSZAMQEET |
wE3d TRAf qarsqEIEaq | <3
The defect that is sought to be covered by
ill-gotten wealth remains uncovered, while new

ones spring up at other places.

Note : 227 =2 hole thence defect). In the attempt
to plug the hole, not only the hole is not plugged, but
new ones are formed in other places too.

ﬂﬁmw AT AT T gmm
A T A W U <R

The Guru or preceptor controls ’&hose who
nave controlled their senses, the king controls
the wicked-hearted, and the god of Death,
Yama, the son of Vivaswat (Sun) controls those
who commit sin clandestinely.

Note: Discinles who bave conguered their senses
act up to the advice of their Guru.
Here gs2g9q1q: alludes to Duryvodhana.

HENOI 9 At 9 wm T AR |
PET AfgTeEea; v FEiaw <y
The origin of sages, the source of rivers,

that of the families of the high-souled, and of
the wicked ways of women are not fo be traced.
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Note: The sources of these may often be tainted
with impurities which are not to be raked up. The
root cause of the wicked ways of 2 woman may lead us
tracing after that to find it in her parents or relations
which is not desirable to be raked up. This sloka has
been translated by Roy as follows ;— *“ The greatness of
Rishis, of rivers, of river banks (%&), of bigh-souled
men, and of woman’s wickedness cannot be conceived.”

@ o3y am@ Wﬁ%ﬁ quEA v (source, power etc,).

BenfagsriEar grar wifay Tt |
FigTaieEE R =T a8y | ¢&

That kshatriya who is intent on the
worship of brahmins, who is liberal in charity,
who is plain in his dealings with his relations
and who possesses a good character, will rule
the earth very long.

Note: fEmrfd=a brahmin (having two births, one
before and one after the investiture with the thread.
It is applicable to Kshatriya and Vaisya also).

TERNRL I{ﬁaﬁ =l MEUI |
SRY FAETA T4 S AiEgy <

Three classes of people gather unto them
an earth of gold flowers (i. e. an earth of plenty

and prosperity) viz., the brave, the learned and
he that knows to render service to others.

Note: These three classes of people are able to
make the country prosperous. They gather flowers of
gold from the earth. gavigeai gfidf=earth wherson are
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flowers of gold {prosperity} or where gold flowers.
fa=alfa=collect, lonk out for, heap up, or 8l with, ete.).

ghgama waifor sigmemfa IrRA |
I ATFFF 1 ARAFIU 9 e

About actions, those done with the aid of
intellect are the best, those with the aid of
arms, middling, those with the thighs bad, and
those of carrying weights (on the head:, the
worst. g

Note: =gr=means both the uoper part of the leg
{thigh) and the lower part (the shank). Since =ar
{thigh) refers to a private part of the body, the ac'ions of
thigh refers to what are accomplished deceitfully. sgra=
bad, last (also pertaining to |39 or hip). XW|T=worst.
a7 here refers to those actions in the accomplishment
of which the burden falls on one’s own head.

FAT9AST TFAT TF THAE 941 |
e © . £~
Fa PaauTarg &9 & Yfafassfa o A
FHIUTRYATEg qTUSAT: WEENY |
fogaq afT 998 3g T9& LHEg Qe
How canst thou hope for prosperity, having
entrusted the administration of the kingdom
on Duryodhana, on Sakuni, on the foolish
Dussasana and on Karna. The Pandavas,
possessed of all virtues, O best of Bharata

dynasty! look upon thee as a father. Treat
them as thy sons.




CHAPTER 4.
(Original Chapter 36.)

fagT I —Vidura said :—

AerIgrETInfieT goaay |

RlERC IR R R S ICERE T TR

In illustration of this context I shall
narrate an old story heard by us. It is a

dialogue between the sage Atreya and the
Saadhyaas.

Note: <eqm=39899; Qrsa=A class of celestials..

T §EEA 0zl wfmaay |
+ T =
| 31 MO TSI § QO R
In days of yore the gods Saadhyaas asked of
the great sage Atreya of great wisdom and of
austere vow who was wandering in the garb of
an aseetic (of the Hamsa order).

Note: &fama=of fixed vows: (@fag=sharpened,,
determined). g@=anp ascetic of a particylar order.

|regr Fg:—Sadhyas said: —

8IS9T 3 AT a9y
TET W 7 JAgAISTIEY |
Haq I Ifewiced qar =

I A9 AR ! 3
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O great sage! we are the celestials known
as Sadhyas. Seeing thee, we are not able to
guess who thou art. We think thou art learned
in the scriptures and very intelligent. It
behoves thee to speak unto uvs words of lofty
wisdom.

Note: 4it:=learned ; #gi=becoming a sage (of
wisdom). Fimi=lofty. arean=related to Siddhas who are

sprung from the gods (fagregiaataa:); those who have
realised the Supreme are also called Siddhas (fagr

sqrarfay eara: ),

gg Ixrg—Hamsa replied :—
Eacmmmnm ﬁ'

afeq ﬁam gmm
sy SreEq [9ta 2

O ye, Celestials! (immortals), this fact is
well learnt by me, viz., holding fast to
fortitude, tranquility, truth and virtue, untying
all the knots of the heart, one should look upon
both the pleasant and the unpleasant equally
(as far as one is concerned).

Note: dgd=well learnt (% with@=to learn well).

fitw =discarding, untying. The knots (xffq) referred
to here are the passions of love, hatred and so forth.
It may also mean the false identity of the soul and
Anthakarana (mind) as one. wWrEAGH=same to oneself
(whether it be pleasant or unpleasant).
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g@aﬂigqﬁ! is translated by Roy as ® observance of
true religion ’, and @iEAQH as like his own self’ which
does not brmg out any clear meaning.

mqm*r AR fafoea: |
qEigR feggfa g5¢ S| [wgfd Y
One who is being reviled should not pay

the reviler in his own coin. The grief of the

man who patiently puts up with it consumes
the reviler, and wins him the merit of the latter

to0.
Note: #=g:=grief, anger, affliction.

AFIA WA
FEREr e Aidd |
A TR A T s
SR eicll &
Neither be a reviler nor an insulter of
another, neither be a traitor to your friends nor

a dependent on the mean; neither be arrogant
nor take to mean action. Avoid words harsh

and hurting.

Note: #a39: may also mean one of ignoble con-
duct. Other readings dmr TRAT are TWal (angry), ISl
{burning). :

qalogEiIf 254 anse
B0 AN fAdTEE gy |
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AETEYAT ST
qqEET (AQr g 9
Harsh words consume the vital parts of the
body, the bones, heart and the vital breaths.

Therefore one who is virtuous should always
avoid words harsh and cutting.

Note: amai=injurious talk or cutting speech.
qA{aa: = one who exults in virtue {virtuoas).

Fergs Y A
IIEOR{AdEF TSI |
ATEZ I Rad SAMI
-, » € -
gq faagl forfa 3 3gsaq 1 <
One should know him to be the worst of
the wunfortunate (cursed) among men, verily
carrying the god of death chained in his mouth
who is acrimonious in disposition, hardhearted,

harsh of words and piercing men to the quick
with wordy thorns.

Note: uwgz=of sour temper {piercing the vital
parts also); gEi=rough, cruel; FwH=thorn; fagg<d=
piercing (gg=to pierce); fagi=chained; FkRi=the
god of death {inazuspiciousness also). Ope is s3id to

carry death in bhis face when he is about to meet with
death or destruction.

Rov translates the third line as ° should ever be
regarded as a dispenser of .misery to men .
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qERARREEAT -

33-’& ﬁ R N ﬁ%: §
fifsmrisafR=aaE

faeng &0 g%d ¥ ganfa 3

A man of wisdom, if hit hard by another
with wordy arrows, extremely sharpand blazing
like fire or sun, though getfting exhausted,
should remain undaunted, knowing that the
other is granting his merit to him.

Note: fifteamr:=getting exhsusted or reduced.
sfafisanm; = surpassing. bearing with patience; garig =
gives (@1 to give with dative or genitive), or adus to.
Another reading for the third line is: & figamatsafaza-
@t (though being hit and being burnt thereby). He
should not give tit for tat, but should put up with his
pain patiently.

afy @+ YT A=
qurEs g av Qe |
Frar 97 AT 0
97 @ 39 Fmesgifa o 9o
If one serves another who is virtuous or
who is wicked, who is an ascetic or verily a
thief, one comes under the influence of that

other, like a cloth that takes the colour of the
dye in which it is soaked.

Note: Association with the virtuous makes one
virtuous, and with the wicked, wicked, and so of others.



{The allusion is Dhritarashtra’s sonsare of harsh words
by nature and in their company he also will turn out
likewise).

AAE A 9 qEy-

oY Arga: afag=are qEdg |
mazﬁ%’@hmﬁ
& 3T AW 22

Gods wish him indeed to come with fthem
(to be in their company) who (though insulted)
does not himself insult nor cause others to do
go for him in return, who though struck does
not himself strike nor cause others to strike in
return, and who does not wish to do even
slightest harm to the sinner who injures him.

(=tfqarg: = Insulting language.)

Note: Nilakanta reads the second line as misarga:
for =1 @ga: and explains, * one not struck should never
strike back, and if struck, should never wish to herm
the injurer ”. In this sense, the force of sfagsamim is
not fully brought out.

HFFY AT AE:
e WA Gy |
frd a?m@ aq gard
T TR ag, R
Silence is said to be better than speech.
And secondly, speech, if at all, should be
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truthful. Thirdly, truthful utterance should be
beneficial, and fourthly beneficial utterance of
truth should conform to Dharma (virtue or
righteousness.)

Note: Better silence than speech. Better speak
truth than speech for speech sake. Better beneficial
or pleasant utterance of that truth than that of mere
hlunt truth. Let that beneficialness be conducive to
maintain righteousness or morality.

If 2 man goes to injure another and the neighbour,
knowing the motive, when questioned, speaks the blunt
truth that he is in the house, it is not an utterance of
trath beneficial to that other or to society. Likewise
to speak the blunt truth to one’s face that he is blind
or deaf is neither a pleasant one, though it is truthful.
In the former case, the beneficialness does not conform
to virtue.

Fregeafai TEAEETE |

Tefir=sy WG TeF Wl @ o 3

A man turns out verily like them with
whom he associates, or like them whom he

attends on, or verily like that which he wishes
to become.

Note: Association with the virtuous makes one
virtunus and that with the wicked makes one wicked.

JaT AT (949 qaeal A=Ay |
aaAIlg B9al 9 (9 @Al u 28
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From whatsoever one turns away, from
that he becomes released. By turning away
from everything, one does not taste the slightest
misery.

q g IS
A WFAAATEaTy |
egTEiaTg auEEt
q 9T FeAfd 7T I19G U &

This one (as described above) is neither
conquered nor wishes to conquer others. He is
neither a foe nor a retaliator to any. He
remains even in praise or censure. He does
neither grieve nor rejoice.

yafeesf g9e G g 4 |
TR gEEIear 9 @ INATRT | &
He is the foremost of men who wishes for
the prosperity of all and never sets his heart on
anything opposed to it, who is truthful in

speech, gentle by nature, and restrained of all
passions.

Note: The keynote of such a man is *FiErRaERE-
%gﬁ@-‘ﬁ wg+g~ (let all be happy). WE:=prosperity.

ATE S afear g T )
Y O AT 9% Tnges: || 29
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He is of the middling class who never
appeases by empty promises, gives having once
promised and who sees the defects of others.

Note: #aus is explained also to mean ‘by saying
what is not true’ (fhzar). Another explanation is

‘only by mere words, not by any objects’ ( AT 7
qgtfean ).

RIS RGN BRI
AEA 4T T |
A FEra(ET O
FIEAT AWEAT g i¢
These are the traits of the lowest of persons
viz., t0 be unmanageable, agitated and sinful,
given up to anger and ungrateful, never a

friend of any and wicked at heart.

Note: gz@rgd may also mean one whose orders
or commands are wicked or cruel; (‘incapacity to be
controlled’—Roy), Mmadd=does not return ; FgaMI=
from the grip of anger. The allusion here is to the
story that when Duryodhana and others when assaulted
by the Gandharvas on their triumphal procession they
were rescued by the Pandavas and still they are un-

grateful to the latter. @qga:=beaten; wiamE:=hurt
with weapons,

AT T A sqTRiEa |
fomgfa fenfr 4 § Aissge; 1 1R

He is also the lowest of men who does not
pay heed to the good ecounsel from others
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{elders, preceptors etc.) who is suspicious of
himself and repudiates his own friends.

Note: Roy translates the first line as ‘whois
dissatisfied with any good that may come to him from
others .

IAAME €9 RS T T |
NG 7 QYT T TR ! Ro
He who wishes his own prosperity should
attend only on those that are best, and in times

of need on the middling, but never onthose that
are lowest (mean.)

q e&q qHIR m% gl
AETAC i i L34

True it is that one earns wealth by an
improper use of one’s might or by perseverance
or by intelligence or manliness, but never can
that one duly win a good name nor the
character of those born of noble family.

Note: wagda may be split up as two words saq,

and %% and translated as “ the wicked man indeed
earns wealth by might ete.”

FAUE H’ﬂmmDhmmmghtm said :—
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gl @i fgt W=
Ak 3 w1 wEeTE 0 R

The gods who are ever intent on virtue and
welfare and who are highly learned (or highly
famous), desire for high families. O Vidura! I
ask thee this question. ¢ What are indeed high
families ™ ?

Note : It is said that gods have a special liking.
for high noble families.

fage sarg— Vidura replied :—
aqr g aerfas fafqe
ST AR aad GrEgEy |
AT fred it
gai o« wEgeta 3

Those families are high in which always
exist these eight virtues of the good viz.,
asceticism, self-restraint, Lknowledge of the
Supreme, forbearance, sacrifice, pure marriages,
appeasement, and gifts of food (free feeding )

Note: Another reading for this verse is aqy gAT
aznfia famn: oo faam: seageeg | A93d 9g g I8k
gggarEne Agigena | Accordiog to this only seven
virtues are given prominence, viz., ** Asceticism, self-
restraint, the Vedic study, Vedic teaching, sacrifices,.
pure marriages and gifts of food ” (Roy).

According to some others these seven are “Asceti-
cism, seli-restraint, Vedas, wealth, sacrifices, pure
marriages and gifts of food.
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Fqi 9 39 5999 7 A{«-
fa|aaEs S 999 |
T Fifdfa=siw 3o ffae
CEACKIESHER EAE T ] W

Those are high families wherein those born
do not swerve from their good couduct, nor
their ancestors are pained (but only pleased at
their conduct), but practise virtue with a
pleasing heart, wish for high fame ifor their
family and shun every sort of falsehood.

Note: =gug is taken here in two senses, viz,
‘changes’ and ‘is not pained ' as applied to 3ifs:
{ancestors).

Afasaar FEAEIzTEIEREAT T |
FENFIA qiica Trenfasdon 9 1 W

High families become sullied by the non-
performance of enjoined sacrifices, by unbecoming
alliances, giving up the Vedas and by the trans-
gression of virtue.

Note : Herein begins the description of the causes
that make a high family impure. sfiarg may refer to
the kinds of unapproved marriages like Rakshasa form
etc. also.
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High families become sullied by the des-
truction of things belonging to the god (installed
in termaples), by taking away properties of the
Brahmins and by insulting them too.

SAEOTTAT IRVA WIAEE Ad |
FEFMFFAT WA ~AMEEWA T 1) 9
High families become sullied, O scion of
Bharata dynasty!, by showing disrespect to
Brahmins, insulting them and by the mis-
appropriation of things deposited with them.
Note: gqitar3: or qi=13: =blame or censure ; #1E; —

a deposit or pledge, The above three slokas are based
on the injunctions laid down in the Code of Manu.

FZT qguaria Mk geTarsaa; |
FHOTIT 4 T=3(q (= A= g=a; 1 ¢
Families well blessed with cattle, members
and wealth do not come under the list of high

families if they are deficient in good conduct
and manners.

Note: This may be translated in another way
also :—Families are listed as high when they are blessed
with learning, virtuous persons and wealth. They are
not so listed if they lack in Dharma or righteousness.

atfa: = arfia:, foar; geva:= ages: o

FIaTArE A goegeqaraf
g 7 Teofa 0A T W 0 18
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Families which are not deficient in good
conduct and manners though possessed of little
wealth come under the list of high families and

attain great renown. Falfg==rzrica attract or
attain.)

A REE R AT R T
efTon fA9ar €iR1 gaakg Tar g4 3o
Good conduct and manners should be
preserved at any cost; wealth comes and goes;
one lacking in wealth is not lost, while one

lacking in good conduct and manners is doomed
for ever.

Note: 3wa: &I'™t is another reading fnr g=al g1
{meaning same)

mrfa: wrfeeay $oar 9 gaggarn |
EENEIEENEEIDHERACHEE & I 3
Families richly endowed with cows, {learn-
ing also) other animals, horses and agricultural

produce but lacking in good conduct and
manners, do not ascen« to fame.

S RETE e AT
T TZT AT W=IIIRT |
aaldr S famTsTdr an
QT A fgEafales o 3R

Let none in our family be an inciter of
hatred, none of our kings a captive, none
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misappropriating the wealth of others, none
treacherous towards friends, none deceitful
and lying, nor taking food before offering it to
the manes, gods and guests.

Note : %gsf%:&s:one possessed of Nikriti (deceit or
dishonesty). Another reading for Usr gal is s
(none serving a king as minister).

T A7 ST Z=T-
g A RToA {59 |
A« @ afufd T=3-
g A e FEg 0 3%

Let him not mingle with us whoever of our
dynasty injures brahmins or hates them or
destroys agriculture.

Note: f3gg=would destroy or stand in the way
of {also to scatter seed) The last line is translated by
some as *'who will not cultivate land” and by some as
“who zmong us would cultivate”. Both these, we
think, miss the spirit since a king’s duty is to protect
agriculture.

g fugs 9% Igal 9 g3ar |
AW Ry AT FTEA | 3%
These are never lacking at any time in the

houses of the virtuous, viz., grass, ground, water
and fourth, true and sweet speech.
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Note: quﬁz refers to seats or mats of grass, a@ﬁc
to specially prepared plots of ground for guests to be
seated upon, i% to water for washing the feet:
gfzaia=1re deprived of ({37 with 3g=t0 be deprived of).

AZAT TN TAHFIATAI T e |
5T AT aqfFor geaswfiemyg | 3%

The virtuous devoted to the performance of
meritorious deeds have these (the four mentioned
above), O king of mighty intellect!, offered in
great reverence to the guests when they are
engaged in entertaining them.

FEAIs q] F99 ez A
FH[ AT A IS JEAA |
T gl TREL WA
AEFSIAT 9 PST q570 1) 3§

O king! the wood Syandana, though of small
dimensions, is verily capable of bearing weights,
but not so other trees (though bigger). Possessed
of the virtues (mentioned above), those born in
high families are like-wise able to bear great
burdens (responsibilities) of life, but net so,
other ordinary men.

Note: The Syandana tree is remarkable for its
hardness and durability and is generally used in the
making of carts and chariots The wood of even very
small dimensions of that tree can bear heavy weights,
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while woond of other trees, though greater in dimen-
sions, cannot  “‘gfagr mﬁr e I“J%{%Q‘fﬁﬁ:” (Amara).
Hence the word ®&#37 a chariot.

A af+0d 9% FO (T¥f
73T o Ffeaae=ay |
Fiwd fo3 fgaaradia

ag g dwmarerafor ) - 3e
He is not a friend whose anger instils fear,
nor is he a friend who has to be attended on in
fear or mistrust. One in whom one can seek
solace as in a father is indeed the friend. Others

are merelv those come in contact (mere acquaint-
ances).

Note: The implication is that Dhritarashtra
disturbed by doubts on all and everywhere does not
look upon Vidura as a friend but only as a casual
acguaintance,

7; TREwETg] fraaEa 3l |
¥ @@ Frgeiay a1 alascmEang | 3¢

Whoever though unconnected (as a relation)
behaves with the feelings of a friend, he is

verily the relation, verily the friend, the sole
help and the best resort.

JefaaE 3 {@ maaq@m'
qRgamafqEmE fmdas | ELY




gRATIT 135

He who is fickle-minded, who has not waited]
upon the aged (ripe with wisdom and worldly
experience) and who i~ of a restless or delusive
nature, can never gain friends

FSARAARATAMFZAOT IREIY |
FEARIEdFd SaTTIsh A T | Qo

Worldly prosperity turns away from him
who is unsteady of mind, uncontrolled of self
and is under the influence of the senses, like
swans forsaking a dried-up lake.

Note: Nilakantha explains aufa1d® as asanfag az
g9, 4 g tgafa (gather round, but do not touch,
Swans do not gather round adried lake, but turns
away for good. Will not 433451 be a more correct read-
ing to mean 'turn away from’ since ®AfHI4T means
turn towards?

AT FTafkq dieramiEa; |
FrEdagargams ARgE T I 23

This is the nature of the wicked, viz., they
are moved to anger unexpectedly (suddenly) and
are likewise pleased without cause, like the
changing sky (also cloud).

Note: The sky is at times overcast with dark
clouds and bezomes gloomy. Suddenly it shines bright
with the clouds dispelled. Likewise, the wicked sre
unsteady, slaves of whims and caprices.,
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AFaTy FAAE ot | wata ¥ |
A1 A FEART; FAARTISA | ¥R

Even those creatures that live upon carrion
(like foxes, birds of prey and the like) will not
touch the dead bodies of those ungrateful who
though treated hospitably by their friends are
yet dissatisfied.

Note: (ampar #fd saut @ walka). smgn=those
that eat carrion (%42 Some translate the first part
as ‘though treated hospitably and made happy by their
friends, they do not work for their welfare in return’
taking fRe«1ni to mean faaioi féam. Roy’s translation
is: *The very birds of prey abstain from touching the
dead bodies of those who, having been served and bene-
fited by friends, show ingratitude to the latter’. Here
the force of the negative in a waf#3 does not seem to
have brought out.

wud3q fuanfo afe asafa a0 94 |
AT A [ anEagag 1o 93

Whether one be rich or poor, one should
verily approach friends (for help). Without
making request, one is not able to know the
sincerity or otherwise of friends.

Note: weqdr=insircerity, untrue nature, Here
Roy takes :199g for aiq to mean ‘should worship’
and the second #a¥%q to mean ‘until some service is
asked . Nilakanta takes «=i%q for @4¥2q in the first
line, and explains the latter half as follows: #augs
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griAEed: SR [Mant QIERTEA WAKIEa: & satEr 10
@a*ﬁ a4 famg. (A covetous man looks upon another
in a commercial sense according to his wealth or other-
wise. Hence be is not a friend).

GAANIE T390 €] GG F59d 97 |

qeAMIE T3 T F=a0arg TS I ¢8

Through sorrow fades beaunty, through
sorrow fails strength, through sorrow is lost

knowledge, and through sorrow one falls a
victim to disease.

Note: ®#a1q is explained as ‘sorrow caused by
the separation of one’s beloved .

FAG T WEHEA FAL 99T |
HivAE GSEFa aF & WE O FIN 0 9%
Nothing is gained through grief; on the
other hand, the body suffers muoch and foes
rejoice. Never lose the mind to grieve.

Note: The first foot is explained as AFa z& =«
greqqg. (Through grief no object of desire is attainable.)

gaAdl o A §
QR #1938 929 7 |
qaay qrefa 2=y T
qAAT A F=T T | 2%
Man dies and is born again, becomes poor

and flourishes again; he begs and is begged for
again, and he mourns and is mourned for again.
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Note: Nothing is constant in this world. DPeath
is followed by birth and poverty by prosperity. He
who begs today is begged after by others tomorrow
and who mourns for another is mourned for io turn in

due course.
gd T d 7 Wl T
STl G AT 7 |
qaiay: |8 qafa
THEIN A T g9 ;I | R

Happiness and misery, prosperity and
poverty, gain and loss, death and birth, these
visit all by turns. Therefore the bold (self
controlled) should neither rejoice nor bewail.

J@Tfa §tia gielzanm
Al FeEad a9 99 |
AqEaaTEAy g™
fegrgeaifza fada; |l RE

These six senses are indeed always un-
steady. Whichever of these increases in in-
tensity anywhere, through that flows out one’s
understanding, like water through the holes of
a water pot. “

Note: The six senses are the ear, skin, eye,
tongue, nose and the mind (=& a% =g {fogr miaw I3
gmHt, and A7; ). Whickever of these increases in its
restlessness, through those holes of restlessness flows.
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out the water of understanding from th- ont of the
heart and it graduslly becomes emptied.

gaug sarg—Dhritarashtra said :—

AgEEETET T fMeqgIfar a1 |
egTHl 79 g0 FSAT= RAT || 8%

The king Duryodhana, wrongly fondled by
me is a fire enclosed in the body. He will
annihilate my foolish sons through war.

Note: Here the word @sir may as well be applied
to Yudhishtira since Dhritarashtra knows in his hesrt
of hearts that he is the rightful heir to the kingdom.
“ King Yudhishtira who has been deceitfully treated by
me is like unto a fire concealed in the body and he will
annihilate my foolish sons through war.” The former
idea can be justified as follows: Dhritarashtra has not
openly acknowledged Yudhishtira as a king, contrary
to what is said here as ‘Raja’ {King), Further, fire lay
concealed in the wood and when kindled it burns the
very wood in which it was hidden and all those in
contact with it. In this sense the word fm} (fire) is
more suitahle as applying to Durvodhana in the con-
text, for Duryvodbana by taking to war will destroy
not only himself, but all his foolish brothers and
partisans. a9e%:is explained in two ways as (1) enclosed
in the body (ag ), 12) envel .ped by subtle virtue { @gar
qg?m g0 ) as upplicable to Yudhishtira

farfzatg af aifmvg a1
IRAEAGIGH & 9% TEES | Yo
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All this is perpetually alarming; and my
mind is always beset with anxiety. O, thou of
great intelleet! instruct me as to the way
whereby I can be free of anxieties.

Note: 92 may mean word, matter, or way,

fArzT I —Vidura said :—
i > R CI LI B DEAG
AFTR FEFITeS(F I ISR 1| 42

O Sinless one! I do not find any peace for
you in anything else other than knowledge and
penance, in anything else other than control of
the senses and in anything other than complete
renunciation of covetousness.

Note: Here the w)rd s1qg (sinless) suggests that
Dhritarashtra bas not committed any serious sins that
debar him from attaining peace. famr is what is had
through study ; &%: is t he observance of one's duty.

TG0 94 9z (T aoar f&7gq agq |
TELHNAT [ Aifea AR Fegla 4R
By knowledge one dispels all fear, by

penance attains everything great, by waiting

upon the preceptor, obtains knowledge, and by
self-restraint, peace.

Note: Here the knowledge (gfg) referred to is
self-knowledge (#ragE) knowing that the one self is
pervading all the universe. Through penance, one
seeks after and coumes by transcendental experience.
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By waiting upon the preceptor in all reverence and bv
questions, doubts are cleared and pure wisdom is had :
eternal peace can be had only through Yoga or the
restraint of mental activities (atafawgffaga:). The
keynote here is that one should get rid of all ignorance
and see God in all and everywhere. AgA=RIIEmENEIY
{a good preceptor and all sciences),

S ECEATHEIEEN AR LE TG

e yAfRgEr Gtz qifgen | 43

Those that seek after salvation pass their
days here bereft of all attachment and hatred,
not depending on the fruits of religious merit
that is had through charity or on that that is
had through the performance of Vedic rituals.
Roy translates the first half of this sloka as
follows :— (They that desire salvation) without
having acquired the merit attainable by gifts

or that which is attainable by practising the
ritual of the Vedas.

Note: Attachment and aversion are to be avoided
at all costs by those that seek salvation and release
from worldly bondage.

T gIgE gEaE T S |
qqEy gage a@ey gEaTs | 4y
He fares prosperous at the end who has
taken to a right course of study, who has fought

valiantly for a right cause, who has done good
deeds and who has practised austere penance.
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Note: Here the expression &@ in g@rFy refers to
study, the fight, the good deeds and penance mentioned
earlier, at the close of which he attains increased
happiness. In Roy’s translation: * The happiness that
may be derived from a judicious course of study, from
a battle fought virtuously. from ascetic austerities
performed rigidly always increases at the end.”” Merito-
rious deeds do not ficure as a separate factor.

=IO qaAR 99
L .
q 7 = wig [gi @R |
A {Ig U adrgaka
-, =
T qUTE: ANAT A qas U Wy

Those that are divided (from their relatives
after quarrelling) never get a wink of sleep
though they take up to beds decently prepared,
nor O king! any pleasure from women, nor any
delight in being eulogised by court-bards and
sycophants.

Note: #mma: and §a: are two classes of court-bards
who are engaged to sing praises of the king.

femn = Wzzfeava: (who see difference everywhere
as opposed to one who sees everything as the one

Supreme), for Ffawiama: (who see difference among
relations).

ﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬂtﬁaa‘fi

aagamwa"l‘gﬁm l
aaﬁmwﬁﬁmrva

CERSCI O : et | W§
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Those with the outlook of difference never
practise virtue (willingly); happiness they find
newhere ; respectability they do never com-
mand ; nor find they delight in peace.

Note: fag—wmifataaifaa: (who are opposed to
sne’s own relations’.

A 3 A9 WE TAgE
IS FIY /T A9 |
fsal & agerg g
q {397 (wigzsas Famd | W\

What is spoken to their good, they never
relish, nor have thevy any concern about their
welfare. O king, the ultimate goal (final resort)
of those averse to relations is nothing but
destruction.

Note: The implied idea in Yogakzshema is ex-
plained as follows: Yoga is the acquisiti. n of what one
has not got and Kshema is the safe preservation of
what one has acquired.

dusy MY GUTsT G mEm aq; |
g 99F g1y @ved qiledr g 1L e
As abundance of milk is possible to be had
from cows, as asceticism is possible of brahmins,

and inconstancy in women, so is fear possible
from relations (for the man who is partial).
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FraAISATEar Md
oAl IEST WAL |
TEA TEAREE
geeqregqdT aary 1l ug,

Many a fine thread of equal length gathered
together are able, on account of their numbers,
to bear many a pressure over them (caused by
the rolling of the shuttle-cock). The same is
the case with the good. (They are able to
accomplish great things by their union).

Note: Nilakantha explains this referring to the
context as follows: gw@a:=perpetuators; FBF+ad:
(a9zar:) ; wrearfaan=&ataan (brought up by ¥auy); ava:=

(children); sg&n @An (many years); g4 on
account of many relations and sages in the forest, thus
revealing that Pandavas are virtuous and are not to be
deceived.

q\m:% =qYaIfa sasfea msza q |
%UE«&WW 1a4T qass |l &o

O Dhritarashtra! burning brands, when
separated, emit only smoke, but when collected
together blaze out. O thou best of Bharata’s
dynasty! exactly same is the case with the
relatives. '

Nnte: Union conduces to lustre and success while
disunion leads to dimness and failure.
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STANY T T AT &g @fag My T
TR F 9% gae Wi A 0 &2
O Dhritarashtra ! Those who act the tyrant
towards brahmins, women, relations and cows
fall down like ripe fruit from its stalk.

Note: The Pandavas besides being relations are
associating with brahmins and as such they are not to
be tyrannised over st all.

REFIFS I T gafalga: |
.98 T TAA a0 qiEg |qong 1l &
A tree standing alone though great, strong
and deep-rooted, is possible of being in =
moment shattered along with its branches by (a
violent blast of) wind.

Note: =¥*g=the long branch (zlso trunk) of =
tree. RA:=73Q; (is sble).

% T |fFar 39T qgm g |
¥ fi fraam arr aesRERRT

While those trees that are elose, dem
rooted and standing together in clumps, with-
stand the on-rushing gust of wind, on account
of their mutual support.

Even so0, a man thngh endowed with all
merits yet standing single is considered by his
* 30
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enemies to be capable of being defeated like
the lonely tree shattered by the wind.

A+ agISHIZ-a =TT o 7 |
JIAT; GFETR] ATETERISTFA || &%

With mutual support and with mutual
dependence, relatives prosper verily like the
water-lilies in the lake (water-lilies grow with
their stalks mutunally intertwined).

Note: 3@ =any lotus or water lily, especially
blue lotus. Another reading is A+qFAITIAAN ELiers
support).

AT SN A Jraa; A &
I97 IR 9Sd T 9 ¥ gIonan
. -, &
FEEIds{y A9i gvel fgsEy 1) &&
Brahmins, cows, relatives, infants, women,
those whose food is eaten and those all who
have sought refuge, these are never to be slain.

Even if they are guilty of serious crimes, their
punishment is banishment.

7 AT O FREEA q9RaA |
AGEATE W § ga%eW f Afon 1 o
O king! there shines no merit in man
without his being wealthy. From sound health

arise thy prosperity; the sick are almost
-equal to the dead.
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Note: "'There shines no merit in man without his
being wealthy and bealthy. May vou be happy (since

you are both wealthy and healthy) and attsin peace.”
{According to Nilakantah).

T Fh AU
AT 96y dlEgey |
gal 49 79 fgeaasr
7= QIS (9 S |l &¢

O great king! anger is a sort of head ache
that is not born of any (real) disease. If is a

strong drink, bitter, pungent, hot and of
injurious effects which can be swallowed by the
virtuous but not by the wicked. Do thou, O
great king, swallow it up and enjoy peace.

Note: #g=mgsa w3t 54 (grief or miserableness,

sacrifice, anger). Nilakantah takes #g to mean here
279 (feebleness or meanness).

soea=a{a Mg =Mayst thou attain peace.

QAT 7 FEraEg
43 v fedy ey |
giEar afon A
1 T gAdmRaEIETy | &%
Those who are afflicted with disease have
no love or regard for their offspring and worldly

possessions, nor have they the power of diserimi-
nation of good and bad of worldly pleasures.
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They are always beset with misery. They
know not anything of the enjoyments of wealth
or of happiness.

Note: Roy takes %% to mean ‘enjoyment’ and
translates the second line as ‘nor do they desire any
bappiness from wealth ’,

The last line is explained in other ways too as
follows :— They find (know) no happiness in the posses.
sion of wealth, in sexual enjoyment or in food (feast).
Or, though sick they are not unaware of happiness
consequent on the possession of wealth (though they
cannot enjoy them). w3=offspring; g&d=knowledge
about good and bad.

QU AR ;4§
=4 ol gtedt S T )
AT IRAIFIG .
fae qftear swaf 1 9o
Beholding Droupadi {ip tears) won at dice,
I did tell thee before, O king!, “keep off
Duryodhana from the game at dice. The wise

shun gambling >, but thou didst not pay heed
(act up) to my words. |

Note : %nga&qeé (addiction to gambling):
also ‘ deceit ’.

q 983 AT faeeTd
qEAT FirEar dfEe; |
REAfGHT iR ofi-
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That is not strength which is pitted against
goftness. Subtle justice is to be pursued after
by strength. Prosperity won by cruel means is
doomed to perish, while that acquired by gentle
and dignified means descends to sons and
grandsons (to posterity).

Note: To explain with reference to the context :~

Strepgth as used by Duryvodhapa, Dussasana and
others against the gentle Pandavas and Droupadi was
got becoming  Strength shculd always pursue the
subtle ends of justice. The success gained by Duryo-
dhana and others over the Pandavas in the game at
dice through deceit cannot last long.

To explain generally. Strength should be tem-
pered with gentleness and it should be used to serve
justice What is won by illegal and cruel means will
not only not last long but will bring destruction on the
winner himself, while that acquired properly by gentle
and dignified means will last long, descending to
posterity.

gear=by strength ( gig=strength]. Some take it
as ‘quickly’. uedf@at=liable to destruction or that
which destroys. %{qm%mmentrusted with thy cruel

.sons by Yudhishtira the soft-natured, according to
Nilakanta,

m{m Wﬂﬁ ww@

LT
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O king! let thy sons protect the Pandavas,
and the sons of Pandu protect thy sons. Let
the Korus having the same friends and the
same foes and a same common activity, live
happy and prosperous.

Note: Here the expressions 9ra0gn: and mockegar:
sugpest their near relationship as being the sons of
Dhritarashtra and Pandu, the brothers The word Fia:
is suggestive of the fact that both of them (Pandavas
and Kouravas) belong to the same royal race of Kuruy,

a term applied to the kings of Kuru, the country in the
North-west of India about the site of modern Delbi.

A3 S @w
TN FEFIHANL |
QP @1 TR

mIEe & 998 WA | 93

Thou art at present the prop of the
Kauravas. O thou of the race of Ajameeda!
the dynasty of Kurus is dependent on thee. O
Sire! dost thou protect the children of Pritha
who are extremely afflicted with the sufferings

of their exile in forest, and keep thy own fame
(untarnished).

Note: #Fdtya:=who has become a medhi or prop,
(pillar) “#diya; mewiya: @ fFatmish ofia: amemomt
qBALAAT gaf adesaRtRIaE: 7. A post put up in the
middle of a thrashing floor, though it is stationary by
itself controls the oxen bound to it from not going
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bevord the tether. Like such a post, Dhritarashtra is
to control the wayward movements of his sons,

srAAlZ =born of the dynasty of Ajameeda who
was the eldest son of Hasti who founded the city called
Hastinapura (near modern Delhi) so caslled after his
name ; qraid=sons of Pritha or Kunti, one of the two
wives of Pandu.

goIRE © BT TEYA:
qr Aseal fRaq: avaeg |
g fegamd wwee o
gATIH TT H AGF | R

O thou born of the Kuru race! reconcile
thyself with the sons of Pandu. Let not the
foes seek after their defects. All of them, O
God among men, are steadfast in truth. O
Lord of men! dost thou check Duryodhana.

Note: The second line may also be explained as
** Let not thy foes pray for difference (between vou ard

the Pandavas). @sgi=defect, difference, opportunity;
agigg=keep back. .

CHAPTER 5.
(Original Chapter 37.)
tage g —Vidura continued :—

WEAAT To Ag: TEYHISHI |

WH qRYTATERTY giofasa: 2
O Lord of kings, son of Vichitraveerya!

Manu, the first, the son of the god Brahma
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has declared the following seventeen persons as
those who strike the atmosphere with clenched
fists.

Note: ° To strike the atmosphere with clenched
fists’ as used here is an idiomatic expression in Sanskrit
for ‘to do an act rashly and to no purpose which
merely serves to expose oneself to contempt ’.

ARIZE T IICARE ATANSAATY |
Y1 AT EETEE g | R
He has spoken of these men too as those
who wish to bend the unbendable bow of Indra
(the rainbow of watery vapour), and likewise to

catch the uncatchable rays of the sun and the
moon.

Note: Another reading for am¥:ze is gmYyaw
(gr@t @@El gAd=a bank of clouds. The rainbow
(g7%99:) seen in the clouds is unbendable since it is
light reflected in the vapour), MY Fg@=gmiam

{archaic). #A{RF=0of that with rays, viz., sun, moon
and the like ; qrzrg=rays.

TAIRST Ml 7 a9 goi-

aaifads 9 fzeay |
femg a1 wfs wasd

TIT=T AT FIT )| 3
TR THRISF

TR i M |
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HIETAE § 7 adi|
THFIT KRTA 93 || 2

TAISTE AP 4794 t?r
geqls )
W faaufa a5 ar"ta
fert 7 7 afEgaisiawy | %

(Y AT 9 WA W67
A HE I amfii Fr=aqE; |
IR, 9i=agT]
qarafa (e e §

The seventeen classes of men mentioned
above are as follows :

.""“""::“ i

He who teaches one who is not (desirous of
becoming) his pupil, he who is pleased with
what little he gains, he who maintains himself
waiting upon the enemy unseasonably, and on
protecting women, he who begs of him who
should never be begged for, and who is given to
boasting.

Note: affisi may also mean (one uncontrollable}.
wZa3q (keeps oneself safe) refers to ome who waits
upon the enemy and to one who seeks protection from
women. In this sloka are six types of persons. Roy

transiates the third line as ‘ he who seeks to restrain
women '. The second and third lines are explsined by
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Nilakanta s : * One who serves an enemy and protects
women with a self-interest, viz, to maintain oneself ™

(fowd vt weralafafy & | sRTg—wgwEgs gl agaawn
S @ oY AgaEy at gt gettad: ).

He who born in a high family takes to
unbecoming act, he who though weak entertains
perpetual enmity towards the powerful, he who
talks to one not listening to attentively, he who
desires to have that which is undesgrable.

Note: Herein are four types of the above class of
seventeen.

He who considers himself a father-in-law
and yet jests with his daughter-in-law, he whose
fears have been dispelled by a woman (or
daughter-in-law) and yet wishes to commnand
respect from them, he who sows seed in
another’s field (who begets on another’s wife),
he who excessively speaks ill of woman.

Note: Herein are four other types. Roy tran-
slates tbe last lime ‘he who speaketh ill of his own
wife .

He who having received from another says
that he does not remember, he who having
given or having promised to give abuses when
asked to keep up to it (or having given on
being begged for, boasts of it) and he who seeks
to console the unrighteous. With noose in
band, the messengers of the god of Death drag
them to hell.
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Note: With the three types mentioned above the
total comes to seventeen.

It is a practice with Hindu pilgrims to make oral
gifts of both movable and immovable property when
they visit holy shrines and sacred places, which are

completed by legal documents of such gifts on their
return home.

Another reading for qi=g in the 3rd line of sloka 6
is @&, One who tries to prove as truth (gd=mms) what
is really false #tg@g: (or the existence of what does not
really exist), or to prove the goodness (&d=&gH) of
the wicked (tgq:), Nilakanta.

The following two slokas are seen in some editions
after the sixth sloka herein of which the latteris a
repetition of the sloka 62 in chapter 3

T T 399 TT 9g-
QWA a1 afqasq @ 90 |
SRR IR
ATATIR: ATIAT 99T 1)
That is virtue that in the way a man
bebaves towards another, that other should
likewise behave towards him. One who behaves

deceitfully sbould be treated deceitfully, and

one of good behaviour should likewise be
treated well or honestly.

7 & gWia f5 @
Rg: ST T |
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™ ¢ Ly
T (54 FRIEEAT
#19: B agnayEs

Old age destroys beauty; desire, patience ;
death takss away life; eavy, tho practics o
righteousness; lust takes off shame; association
with the ignoble destroys good condact; anger
destroys prosperity, and pride, everything.

Note : Dhritarashtra thinks as follows after hear-
ing this truth from Vidura:— If my sons who are by
nature proud are fated to live only short. then even if
they discard their prida, they will not live longer.
Likewise if they are destined to live long they will not
die earlier even if they do not give up their pride’,

With this thought in mind he asks Vidura the question
as asked in the next sloka ;arg. (Nilakantal.

gaag Igr—Dhritarashtra said :—
JAYEH: 6T 94929 7 427 |
AT T WG FAg g0l v

When it has been verily declared in all
Vedas that a man lives for a hundred years,
why is it that all do not attain that age?
f§gc sarg—Vidura replied : —

qRISFeEE TSI A |
eciSERRU Rleate R E O
d CATRIEI Frarar ¥ AR |

qatls wrRar |l @ gegiEeeg 1) %
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Excessive pride, immoderate speech, (or
harsh language) niggardliness, anger, desire for
sensual enjoyments, treachery towards friends
(and relatives), these six, O king! are verily the
sharp swords that cut off the periods of life of
beings. These kill men, and not death. May
you be blessed (your sons giving up all these
six evils and living a hundred years).

Note: Vidura wishes that the sons of Dhrita-
rashtra may be saved of these evils and thus live the

full life span of hundred vears to the glory and renown
of their aged, blind father.

WA may also mean great error (WM} Roy has
for this ‘excess in eating ' perhaps based on the reading

_A-

frqeaerfa ar 0 3Afy Teeean: |
IYFqralgsT 99 TTH0EE VRE | 70

WIReEq FQear e Svwa @ |
=4 'y
JCIEET 99 99 AL q4n ||
% . |
qaeadd Fasd qrafafafosia; u 22
He who takes to the wife of one trusted in
him, who violates the bed of his preceptor, that
brahmin who is the husband of the woman of
the low caste, he who is addicted to drinking,
who advises (or gives orders) to commit un-

righteous deeds, who destroys the means of
one’s livelihood, who keeps brahmins as servants
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and he who takes away the life of those who
have sought refuge in him, all these, O scion of
Bharata dynasty! are equal to have committed
the sin of slaying brahmins. The Vedas declare
that one coming in contact with these, should
undergo expiation.

Note: «rm=d means ‘a leader’(staoh:)., Roy tran-
slates the first part of sloka 11 as follows:— ‘ He who
commands brahmins or becometh their master or
taketh away the lands that support them.” The impli-
cation as suggested by Nilakanta is ‘if thy sons do not
give up their pride etc, they stand in the way of

Pandavas (gf%geat), and as such thou shouldst not asso~
ciate with them’.

yETaaal [gfiz agE
AT grfEEey |
AAFIFE: Fa
gt 43 |yt fgE 1 1R
He who has taken advice of the virtuous,
preceptors, who is well versed in morality, who
is liberal, who takes food having first offered it
to the gods, manes and guests, who is non-
violent towards others, who is not distressed as
having done anything evil, who is gratefal,
gentle and learned, he goes to heaven.

Note: agftamasq: is explained by some as ‘learned ™
another reading is iaamat=a: e (of moderate
speech). AT =morality, justice etc. afafEgs:==he that
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envieth none (Roy). a@mgsaisfes: =he that is incapable
of doing anything that injureth others (Roy).

gean 691 U aad faanfEa; |
@ g I S A I R 1 (3
O king! very common are men who speak
always pleasing words, but rare indeed are the

speaker and the listener of words unpleasant
yet beneficial.

a1 fe a8 e fear ug: frnfad |
AT ST A7 O ATEAA N Q9

The king finds a real belp in him who speaks
unpleasant yet beneficial words taking his
stand on virtue, leaving out of consideration
whether it is pleasing or displeasing to the
former,

WW I IWE §% I !

An mdlwduai should be ab&ndoned for the
sake of a family, a family for the sake of a

village, a village for the sake of the country,
and the whole earth for the sake of one’s self.

AEH 59 TWENH, W |
" - T e
AT a TRRRAY 9 1 2§
One should protect one’s wealth for the
sake of (future) adversity; should protect one’s
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wedded wife even (at the cost of one’s wealth),
and should protect one’s own self more than the
wealth or the wedded wife.

(Zrer:= wife, always plural).

Note: Roy translates 2@ WE 99UQ ‘by bhis
wealth one should protect his wives etc.’

TaHaq YU FY 4 ‘%(ﬁi T |

|

TR 7§39 sy gy Qe
It has been noted from very early ages
that gambling generates enmity ameong men.
Therefore a wise man should never take to it
even for the sake of mere jest (of passing away
time}).
Note: =sy=that which is capable (of creation and
destruction). Thousand celestial cycles of vears is one:
day-time of Brahma, the God of creation, and an equal

period his one night. With the beginning of his day,
creation starts, and with that of night, it ceases to exist.

J g4

Even at that very time of the gambling, O
son of Pratipa, I told thee, ‘<O king, this is not
proper”. But O son of Vichitraveerya! like
an efficacious (safe) medicine unto the sick,
those words of mine were not to thy taste.
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A EARLHE PR D LG
QIS QO AT |
fesar fama wysg e/ gIamET
ATy FS [FAT @ qw% 2%
O king! thou wouldst have the sons of
Pandavas,the peacocks with variegated plumage,
defeated by thy sons, the crows. Leaving off the

lions and seeking to protect the jackals, thou

wilt have to bewail when the proper time is at
hand.

IR 4 FAMQ TAFE
g™ AW (70 @ |
aﬁ;ﬂqm T4 ﬁwﬁ
ATTRg R | e

O sire! that master who never gets angry
with his servants devoted to him and intent on
his good, enlists their confidence in him, and
they never forsake him in his adverse times.

q :mmt mwﬂa

One should not seek to acquire new kingdom
or wealth by stopping the means of livelihood
* 11
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of one’s servants. Even the most loving of
counsellors thus deluded and deprived of enjoy-
ments turn out inimical and forsake him.

Note: A king should provide sufficient for the
due ccmfc@rt and well-being of his servants and mini-
sters, #®g3=q¢&H4 (another’s). Nilakanta.

FA T4 (RETT gal-
Iy TigRdi T gi6q |

GG 9EIEIR 48 -
agrgaraf= 7 gsatio | R

After due consideration at first of all the
duties to be discharged, the income and expendi-
ture and the due remuneration, one should take
suitable assistants. Even the most difficult of
achievements are indeed accomplished with
other’s help.

Note: gesul=wogzmgmdif® (Nilakanta) eonquest
of other’s kingdoms etc.

Afunrd 4y fafgear @ wg;
gatior S SEas |
T RO A
giwa Wg & arsgwee: 1 3

He is to be treated with sympathy as one’s
own self who, after knowing the intention of the
master, does all actions with due diligenee, who
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speaks what iz beneficial, who is devoted (to his
master} and is himself respectable and who is
aware of his capacity (and also that of his
cppenents;.

T34 g 97 [nfzaasgig:
918 T41q RgsqqE; |
gETfaaET SfaR=aEt
ISR qr2H AT g&@: | W

That sort of a servant who when ordered by
his master does not pay heed to his words, who
on being asked to do anything replies against,
who is proud of his intelligence and who always
argues to the contrary, is to be dismissed as
early as possible.

NI IRETIA AGHIT TR |
FUAATHIGIRAT 9 aZ-AYOeTsg | =%
The wise say that a messenger should be
possessed of these eight qualities, viz , presence
of mind, boldness, readiness in action, tender-

ness, refinement in manners, incorruptibility,
sound health and dignifiied (eloquent) speech.

Note: mmﬁmnm to be shaken or won over. &3a-
@4 =belonging to a family or race which is free from
all virulent maladies; FT=dignified, zlso elcquent.
Nilakanta explains st@ed (g9grd ) bereft of pride; s#&
=clever; ﬁmimgﬁﬁ@ﬁi {reasonable).
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7 fAsTRISg 9w 17
EFEATH! (AFF |
R Ty fafa fegfamgat
q UsEEai aifed qEdia &
Never should a man of discernment enter
out of econfidence another’s house at an improper
time, nor lurk at night in the courtyard of

another, nor make approaches to a woman who
is fit to be loved by a king.

Note: gf@m=another’s (also enemy’s): fasig=
improper time (also ‘close of day’); ¥qard:=discerning ;
megi=courtyard (also a place where many roads meet).

A {mgd AR TRSEYIHEATT FAGAET |
A ¥ gmEratai @l 9%R s2uga g 3ai |

One should not get into the secret counsels
of a person who keeps bad company and takes
advice from all. One should not say, «“I have no
faith in thee’, but offer some pretext with a
plausible reason (and withdraw).

Note: fagd=concealment (denial also), secrecy,
deprival, mistrust etc  The first foot is explained in
many ways by commentators. Some as ‘ ope should
not try to deprive another of his secret counsel’.
Another as ‘one should not probe inta the secret con-
sultations of the wicked.” Roy translates as * never set
thyself against the conclusion to which a person hath
srrived who Lkeepeth low company and who is in the
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habit of consulting all he meeteth. Never tell him—1I
do not believe thee—but assigning some reason, send
him away on a pretext . Nilakanta as® one should not
steal the secret resolutions {w1z'7) @mfafy when
many have confided, one should not sav ‘I dn not
believe’. Vidura suggests when the king has taken
cnunsel of Karna and others he should nut probe into
it or spoil it.

O [T THFT TR
eI a7 12 |
S EIEIET axmqfa'{ﬂ

‘ L

One should avoid dealings in money with
the following, viz, one averse to you (or re-
proachful), the king, an unchaste woman, a
servant of the king, son, brother, a widow with
a child, one in the military and one who has lost
all his property (or authority).

Note: ¥t is taken also to mean tender-hearted,
shameful etc.’”. The money lent to these ten sbove is
not likely to be got back. Roy takes motuar to mean
a tender-hearted king instead of two classes. Nilakanta
takes golt as ‘having a sense of shame’ Explaining
that such a man out of fear of being styled cruel if he
presses the debtor to pay is not able to punish the
debtor who in turn if highly sensitive wouvld commit
suaicide if pressed too much.

O T WENS A9 19 § QIR
o

Wiy e fageat T o algd woE A o)
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The following ten qualities brace one who
is habituated to take bath, viz., strength,
beauty, clearness in voice and pronunciation of
letters, softness of touch, sweetness of smell,
cleanliness, intelligence, youthfulness and most
excellent women (their love).

Note: @M FogAs7 a79% yeqeafag (amigess).
The Hindu science of medicine, Ayurveda, speaks as to
the benefit of bath as one overcoming seratching, dirt,

sweat, lethargy, thirst, burning sensation, sin (or evil
fortune),

UIERIEEES RET
AR 95 g9 T |
mﬁa TET NIAT
A Jawra g faafea o Re

He who eats moderate is blessed with six
qualities, viz, health, long life, strength,
happiness, healtby (and good natured) issue,
and is not reproached as being a glutton.

Note: smrfE@=dunirara; (absence of disease, healthy).
#EAq: =0one who eats too much; a glutton (an%rﬁm%-

Zhar fafadwiiafat—zanw:) aﬂ'nrsﬁ m,

TS T A T
J1HEE TgATE TAay |
SEECACRUITLECS | ~
Aar1 g2 A Afaads i -39
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One shouid not give shelter to these in
one’s house, viz, he that is disposed to in-
activity, who eats too much, who is hated by
the world, who is highly deceitful, who ig eruel,
who knows not the proprieties of time and place
and who dresses indecently,

Note: #@®AzIE=one that always acteth impro-~
perly (Roy)

FEIATFITEILS
TR AR |
fRezfat gai Fam-
TGRSR ATG I 1 3%

One, though sorely distressed, should never
beg help of one who is a miser, one who js prone
to use abusive language, one that is not learned,
one who is & fisherman (or dweller in the forest)
one who is crafty (roguish), one that does not
pay regard to those worthy of respect, one who

is cruel, one who is an enemy and one that is
ungrateful.

Note: The word qﬁ%m may mean either a fsher-
man as Nilakanta takes (3% =water), or one dwelling in
the forest. The latter may either mean #n ascetic or a
forester. simmE=one that speaketh ill of others (Roy;;
FaH =one that habitually quarrels with others (Roy).
waramfad is explained also as * Though honoured
highly, he who thinks he is not honoured’ {Rg@@sﬁ
wIgARA @3a gfa weamy )—Nilakanta.
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dfzpFRiomftaE MaFd e s T |
Rt azqifad Tedars Q39 AU 9 0 33

One should never serve these six meanest
of men, viz., one that commits heinous crimes
like setting fire to a house and the like, one
that is always erring, one that is given up to
falsehood, one who is not steadfast in his
devotion to God, one bereft of love or affection
and one that esteems oneself highly clever.

Note: #@Egsdg is one who commits atrocious
crimes, such as setting fire to a house, administering
poisnn, causing grievous hurt with a deadly weapon,

robbing another of his wealth, encroaching upon an-
other’'s land, ard outraging the modesty of another’s

wife (wfagt mga: sgolbdam  FageEr 92
srganfia: o )

WEIE-AT QUIRATIEAMTAL |

FNFIIREAR B 9 feaa 0 3w

Results of actions are dependent on the
meaus resorted to, and means depends on the
nature of the results to be achieved. They are

inter-related, and without that inter-relation,
neither is possihle. |

Note: This is explained in another sense also
taking @217 to mean helper and &% to mean wealth.

T JIFTNE Fedl
I ¥ Peqisglam wifag |
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- e -
| FUARAN qE90T 99
HIUTATIST gATII 1l L
Begetting sons and settling them unen-
cumbered in some occupation, and giving all the
daughters in marriage to proper persons, one
should betake to forest and desire to pass one’s
days as a Muni (sage).
Note: gfi=occupation or maintenance In the
latter sense, the second line wnuld mean * making

come provision for maintenance’., 3 jmg=free from
debts (&m), without any encumbrance ; @=11=21 dwelling.

fed ¥q WI@AMERAY gaMy |
TFAETR Y-GS aarafaed 35
One should do dedicating to God (the fruits
of one’s actions) what is beneficial to all beings
and conducive to one’s own happiness. For,

that sort of work alone is verily at the root of
the accomplishment of all one’s objects.

Note: Without such kind of work, even God is
helpless to bless one with fruit (Nilakanta),

gig: TAERTY FeIgeTaqT 9 |
SYFETH 980 WAE g 4 | 29
Whence the fear of no means of livelihood
(or of no occupation) for him who has intelli-

gence, capacity, fire of energy, strength, activity
and industry ?
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Note: Another reading for gf«ﬁ: 1S %P@: (wealth).
Nilakanta takes mara: (conquest over enemy) @M=
valour, @ei=94miamy. sas@m=fE1 (resolve).

957 219 qEAED A
73 SqYII(q FARATH |
gt fraghamer
~ N
Sofuicigrce s il 3¢
Behold the evils of a war between you and
the Pandavas, which will give bitter pain
even to the gods including Indra, their lord.
Those evils are, enmity between thy sons {both
Pandavas & Kouravas), a life of constant anxiety
(sorrow) to you, loss of fame for the Kurus and
joy for your enemies. Another reading for 3 is &§.

Note: The Pandavas are said to have a divine
origin and Arjuna is said. to be born of Indra. Hence a
war between Pandavas and Kouravas cannot but lead
tu the great distress of Indra and the gods.

TiswE T JF
e e ghafgre |
TEESIE M TS
q TEfEaimame | | 3¢
O king equal to Indra! the (inflamed)

wrath of Bhishma, of thyself, of Drona and of
Yudhishtira will annihilate this entire world
like a comet highly risen in the sky falling crose-
wise on the earth,
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Note: wism g@:f%qm may be taken separate to
mean * of the king Duryvodhana and Yudhishtira’. The
rise of a comet in the sky forbndes calamity to the
king % gzt Barafegar giwgenza .

g9 TIWA =9 F0 9T 9 QUEAn |
grEAEgIEIIEsT @auEay |l Yo
Thy hundred sons, Karna and the five sons

of Pandu together can rule the entire earth girt
by the seas,

Note: @mussti=the earth girt by the seas (swa(=
cioth).

SIQUET 9 UF ST AT AL |
qr 3% fofy @equst a1 smm A9 I 182

O king! it is to be known that the sons of
Dhritarashtra are the forest, and the sons of
Pandu are the tigers. Let not the forest be des-

troyved along with the tigers, nor the tigers driven
out of the forest.

Note : #tama=ard mitgyg: (shounld be destroyed).

A WA SATHAM AT A %gﬂz% 799 |
T f& wad smiealam Wik TR 18R
There can be no forest without tigers, nor
tigers without forest. The tigers protect the
forest and the forest protects the tigers.

Note: The destruction of one will bring about
the destruction of the other as well,
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7 3=zha semoa @l 3 goE |
Tuqi grgfessla Aqud wegaa: | 83

The evil minded do not desire so much to
know the good qualities of others as they would
like to find out those others’ defects.

Note: Here @iaf alludes to Pandavas and qrasraa:
to Duryndhana and others,

wufafg guiesd s@afEaag |
1 fz 9niguay; @isiwcAgay | 8%

He that desires highest worldly prosperity
should from the very outset practise virtue, for
worldly prosperity is never divorced of virtue
as nectar is never of heaven.

Note: Nectar goes with immortality and heavenly
residence ; 8o also virtue leads to prosperity and enjoy-
ment of worldly life.

FETAT @ 19 T T I |
A7 @afd 32 aphifashg ar Q4

He whose mind is withdrawn from sin, and
is firmly set on virtue, has known everything in
their naturalness and modifications

Note: A virtuous man knows the truth of both
virtue and non virtue. %% =naturalness (also Maya) ;
fasfi=modified state (also Mahat and the like). He
kpnows the supreme,
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a1 95A9 FE T FIRE (4947 |
qTIEIRAANT disgaT 9 f3ezfa o T
He that takes to virtue, worldly prosperity

and sensual enjoyment at the due time, comes
by all the three together hoth here and here-

Note: #g@§=there in the above world, in the life

dfag=zfa 91 IngRad Ricesan |

g A U agwRg A gaa | v

He who checks the force born of both
wrath and joy and who is not deluded in

adversities becomes, O king!, the receptacle of
prosperity.

9% ui3d A gRamr g & |
T4 IgIS AW 999 93P | Be
Hear from me that men are possessed of

five kinds of strength. What is verily the

strength of arm (or muscular strength) is said to
be the first strength.

Sl W5 1 BT qegsad |
aam TN g TSWEAAT(TOR: 1) R
Acquisition of wise counsellors is said to be
the second strength, auspicious. The wise

speak of the acquisition of wealth as the third
strength.
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73 g5 U [q9ams 929 |
° £ .
AfqsaTS AW a9gy 98 wgay Ye
That strength, O king!, which is natural to
one, born of heredity from father and grand-

father, is said to be the fourth, known as
strength of noble descent.

37 Farfa maifo dydai |
IFFH ¢ A T TSI 1l 4§
O Bharata! that by which all these are
gained and which is the strength of strengths

and pre-eminent, is what is called the strength
of intellect.

Note: The five sorts of strength mentioned above
are respectively superior one to the other, culminating
in the excellence of the last, strength of intellect.

T AN STRNT A TEAAL |
& . «
39 31 GurasT qeEsEia Al 1l wR
Having incurred the enmity of a man who
is capable of inflicting great harm on others,

one should not take courage in the fact that
one is living far off (from the other).

&1 UNg aiY WEAEgIIy i

g A F g saRela 1 w3

Which man of wisdom can rely upon
women, kings, serpents, the Vedas (his own
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studies), the wealthy, enemies, enjoyments and
period of life ¥

Nnte: None could safely place trust on women
ani others mentioned above. Even one’s own study
or that of the Vedas cannot be relied upon as they are
likely to be forgotten. Some take WreTATY as one word
and explain it as the teacher of one’s studies or of the
Vedas., All the above are fickle-minded or naturally
prone to do harm more than good.

SO ATEET el
fafseasn affa 9 SionfE |
q U9 7 9 9gEia
EEREEE: i Uy
To the creature that is hit by the arrow of
wisdom, there are no physicians nor medicines
to cure it. Neither the hymns of homa (burnt
offerings to gods), nor auspicious rites to ward

off evils, nor exorcism by the mystic spells of
Atharva Veda, nor medicines are of any efficacy.

Note: The acts of a man of wisdom can never
fail in their effect and nothing can divest it of its power:
Some explain the second line as ‘medicines cannot
cure them ’,

A fagy Tosy WRa |
AERAT AW g RasfRATE@ D uu

O Bharata! serpent, fire, lion and one born
in a good family, are never to be disregarded by
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anv man. All these are endowed with great
power.

Note: Some take £33d as connoting ° blood rela-
tions * { F1fa: ).

A egrs T Ty |
7 F9E ATR TEAEIT W 4§

Fire is a great power in the world. It
remains hid in the wood. It never uses
(consumes) that wood until it is kindled by

others.

& T @F IS T97 fAeeey &reay |
§7T% 9 a4 Sra(wredng Asar Ul w9

Indeed that very fire, as kindled by the
rubbing together (friction) of trees, burns up
quickly by its power (energy) the very wood
wherein it lay hid, the entire forest and every-
thing else {in and close to it).

T IS T TEREIAG: |
gaEer faoemn asfa @ n ue

Verily thus are the highborn possessed of
energy like unto that of fire. Patient and
formless, they remain like fire in the wood.

Note: fausia:=formless (concealed of form).

They do not show out their energy until forced to do
so. Here 3& @ is suggestive of the Pandavas.
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FAA o G99 TSN QOTEAT Han |
q AT T G AEEATAEAT uQ

Thou with thy sons art of the nature of
creepers, and the sons of Pandu are to be known
as Saia trees. Never a creeper grows without
the prop of a big tree (round which it entwines).

Nate: Let thy sons flourish depending on the
Pandavas.

ERMETSER EINE= |
fag| a4 quzsiar fHfg |
fagfadia fz 9 famedq
fagr AAITES 334 1 ]o

O King! son of Ambika! thy son is like
unto a forest, and be pleased to know, O sire!,
the Pandavas as the lions of the forest. The
forest bereft of lions will be destroyed and the
lions without forest (to shelter them) will verily
share the same fate.

Note: Lionsand forest are mutuallv dependent
for their existence. Likewise Pandavas and Kauravas
should remain in amity for their existence on earth.

12



CHAPTER 6.
(Original Chapter 38.)

frgT sxg— Vidura said:—
Tt qTon gekmie I BET A |
SRR ARSI A SR ) 2

When an old man comes to a house, the
vital airs of the young man therein seek to go
out. By getting up and saluting him, he comes
by them again.

Nonte: ['he gist is that the young should pay due
respect to the aged when they come across the latter
by getting up and saluting This is based on the text
of Manu which says that one paying due respect to the
old one becomes blessed with leng life, learning, fame
and strength ¢ sifyazadisa fd ggiqafaa: |« =ufi a=m

3%} angfier agt asg e ” (Manu Swmriti),

§i% ZAT GERSYAEAT
It afifafisT aEt |
gd 791 AiesaraEt
Al TR 1T 1) ]

Offering a seat to the virtuous good on his
approach, the wise man should bring water,
wash his feet and after enquiring of his welfare
and informing him of his own, should offer food,
taking into consideration the then situation.

Note: This and the following slokas describe how
2 brahmin should be, and be treated by others.
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TEAEE qI9F o ¥
SREECECrEATE
BIMTE 1T FUGar a1
AV o
qRE SrfaaargIE: | 3
The venerable say that the life of 2 man in
whose house one learned in the Vedic hymns
does not accept his water, mixture of honey and
curds and cow offered out of avarice (to have
more 1n return) or fear or niggardliness, is beset
with calamity (or is wasted in vain).
Note: #arg=with fear that he, a miser, might be

known to the world as rich, or out of fear for the curse
of the venerable guest.

fafa®: gsasatsTwiol
A FU TG FOT T |
gt yfafasmasy
g8 trrsafafaaigsm: | Q

A physician, a maker of arrows, a religious
student of broken celibacy, a thief, one cruel,
a drunkard, one who causes abortion, one
serving in the army and one selling the Vedas,
these, though very intimate and dear, do not
deserve to be offered water as a guest.

Note: wm@loi=asxgad: (2 student of broken celi-
bacy). The above classes of persons are not to be

offered water for washing feet, but thev are to be
respected in other ways as one would treat 2 son~in.-law.
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Ffgnd a9 qmﬁ
m W{ qg a&z qa T

h 914) HWW WH %
One should never trade in salt, cooked food,
curds, milk, honey, oil, ghee, sesamum, meat,
fraits and roots, vegetables, dyed (red) cloth,
all kinds of peirfumery and treacle (syrup of
crude sugar).
Note: Herein are described the trades prohibited
especially to & real brahmin. What a contrast to the

present day I Nilakanta explains though these trades
are prohibited, they who deal in them are to be res-

pected.

ERT maasﬁmmm.
it} et

m‘gmﬁaa%w g | &
He is of the Bhikshu order of Sanyasins,
who is bereft of anger, to whom a clod of earth,
a piece of stone and gold are of equal value,
whom grief does not taint, who has neither
affection nor hatred towards ary, who attaches
no value to blame or praise and who remains in-
different giving up aIl‘, pleasing and displeasing.
Note: Wﬁ&ﬁﬂﬁ%‘:m%ﬁﬁfﬁaz (bereft of affection
and hatred).
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SEIC SSCRIE TIRE
GETARATSATIEY i |
4 ag=ffasar
IR a5 q1ae: |l S
He is the foremost meritorius hermit who
lives upon rice growing wild, roots, nuts of
Ingudi tree and edible leaves, who is self-con-
trolled, who is duly intent on offering oblations
to the sacred fire, who is living in the forest and
who is unerring towards guests.
Note: wte:=fada:, araara: (duly intent on), JEIG=

foremost (literally cne who is capable of bearing the
voke or burden).

AT ghgual FLen sl arady |
&4 gignar arg ansat feafa ffeasn ¢
Having done harm to an intelligent person,
one should not take courage in the fact that one
is far away from that person. Long are the arms
of the intelligent with which the injured can
inflict harm on those who have done harm to
them.

Note: Herein is suggested that the Pandavas who
are ever devoted to guests can inflict harm even though
they are far away.

fqaregas gerai fqgeafa i 9
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One should not place trust on the untrust-
worthy nor too much trust on the trustworthy.
The danger born of such trust cuts off one’s
very roofs (exterminates).

AT dfanfr [Eag; |
STEO RFATE S0 | a3 93 0 Lo
Onpe should be unenvious, protecting one’s
wife, partaking with others (not enjoying alone),
speaking pleasant words, gentle and sweet-
tongued towards women but should never be

slaves unto them.

Note: #fawnlt may also mean, °taking food after
sharing with the gods, manes, guests and dependents’;
alsh ‘giving unto others what is their due’., THI:=
quesr:. AGa® Qint alludes to the insult coffered to
Draupadi.

Q1T GETATT OATE TEI9: |
fem: T grenwaeEsa fRea 0o QR

Women who are highly blessed and virtuous
and a lustre to the home are to be worshipped.
They are said to be the embodiments of the
goddess of Lakshmi (incarnate) in the house and
are therefore to be specially protected.

Note: Compare Manu—

q@ A15eg IS (AFd ag 3aan |
q3qrEg 9 3371 ast@awen fRan

Where women are worshipped, there the gods
abide in joy ; where they are not worshipped, there all
actions to gain divine grace are in vain.
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gl Farng ey |
rﬁ§ AT 1 fﬁﬁm FY =94 1§
JEAIOSTTR TG R¥a T o 1 13

One should entrust (the management of; the
inner appartments to the father, the kitchen to
the mother, the cows to one who is looked upon
as one’s own self, and as to agriculture one
should look after it oneself. Trading should be
carried on through dependents (servants', and
brahmins entertained (waited upon} through
sons.

Note : arioiigsti=practice (=i{) of trade.

AR WATHAT Frggiaag |
AT | AW ®ig ey g i) 23

From water arose fire, from the brahmins’
race was born the kshatriya, and from stones are
got the metal (like iron, gold, etc.) The energy
of these (fire, ruling dynasty and metals) is all-
pervading, but ceases to have any action when
in contact with their respective primal sources.

Note: These fire, Kshatriva and metal do not
destroy their sources of ofigin, though they are capable
of producing effect as regards everything else. Fire is
capable of destroying everything that comes in its way,
but when in contact with its primal source, water, it
ceases to have any effect.
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fad @=a; §9 SAn TIRgHREE; |
gl RO SwsaiE A 0y

The virtnous born high have always the
enargy like unto that of fire. They remain patient
and formless like fire in the wood.

J@ Ued | STA{Fq STy ¥ |

A T Geang ATaesgy | Ry
That king whose deliberations either
outsiders or those about him do not know, and
who is vigilant all round, enjoys long prosperity.

witoas aqva AT g qaqq |
IREMTIRTIIN &0 =1 9 faey o 1§

One should not give expression to what one
is going to do. Matters of virtue, desire and
prosperity one should reveal only after they
are dope. So also secret counsel is not to be
divulged.

fifiypgaed a4 @Y a9 |
A0 [A3geTE 41 97 e shidiad | 29

Getting to the top of a mounfain or a
mansion or retiring to the solitude of the forest,
one should in secref take (invoke) one’s deliber-
ation.

Note: fasm@rd=solitude (ASIH=2 spring or shoot),

where there is ro plant, tree, or grass for any one to
lurk and eavesdrop.
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ATgEA 9 w9 qreaefy dfzgy |
wafozal qisfy geg gfvear qsgarm@mr@ 1 ¢
O Bharata ! one who is not a friend is not

fit to be told of the topmost secret, nor a friend

who is not learned (shrewd;, nor a learned who
is not self-possessed.

Note: #QEAYF=—AITTE (one of uncontrolled
words).
AT RETAS; FAG AlTIARAA: |
A1 gaferar T wTaeRT T | 2e,
O king! without testing well one should

never malke one one’s minister, for, the desire

to fill up the coffers of state and the keeping of
the counsel rest with the minister.

Fari+ gawEifo 9= qrfeeg Ay
I TRHT AN UHINT U e

That king is the pre-eminent of kings, all of
whose actions regarding virtue, prosperity and
enjoyment are known to his councillors only
after they are done.

RAFIE JqEd fafgiETay |
saEra o v qreEgias |
¥ a9 fgfcgag ama siaEi | 22

‘The king who keeps his counsel secret gains
his end quite asgsuredly. He who out of
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delusion takes to blameable actions falls down
from his very life on account of their reverse
consequences. (His life is a miserable failure).

Fq01 g GYETAAIYH G@ragy |
AT TTRAEHL Hag 1) WY
The performance of praiseworthy deeds

conduces to happiness, while their nonperform-
ance is verily said to cause repentance.

FF9rE qU7 33T {A9ATgARld |
QAN | W ATAgH 1 3
Even as a brabhmin who has not studied the
Vedas is not fit to officiate at the ceremony of
death anniversary, so also one who is not

versed in the six expedients (of politics) does
not deserve to hear of political secrets.

Note: The six expedients of politics referred to
are peace (@fa), war (famg), march of army (ma),

beseige or encampment ( @tad), division (), and
seeking protection (®rsg).

mﬁfamm YIRS |

JgANTSE A gl 39 | W

0O kmgg he keeps the kmgdom under his

control who is cognisant of the increase and

decrease of the stamina of the kingdom, who is

himself well-versed in the six expedients of
polities, and is of unblemished character.
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Note: mnsi=the stamina of a kingdom, viz, army,

treasure, town and territory. #®IFAZIT=one whose
character is not reprehensible.

aﬁmazqm & FeATSAA |
ARIATARITE@ 9839 GG || Y

The earth will verily yield riches to him
whose anger and joy are effective, who having
done a thing himself reflects over it, and whose
treasure is self confidence.

Note: @®ig=not in vain, productive of effects or
result. ARITAAIHE—some explain as * whose treasury
is under one’s own control’ or ® who has confidence in
his'own finance’ or who looks himself into (or knows
himself) the state of his finance (4Ra=m:4),

Fgar=qdgl (vielding wealth, plenty).

AT A AT T qEf |
Ged VT FEAFITRAFEIRN o 2

A king should be satisfied with his own
name (title of Maharaja) and the royal parasol
(the sign of regal power). He should distribute
wealth among those who serve him. He should
never take everything for himself.

Note: The first feor is explained by Roy as,
* The king should be content with the name he wins.”

STEreT STETOT A2 W 37 fed T |
[Ar Fafadz U UAEAT T ) ]9
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A brahmin knows a brahmin and likewise
a husband knows his wife. A king knows the
minister, and a king knows a king.

Note: Only those of equal qualifications, and
those who move about closely are capable of knowing

one another. A king is known only by another king of
equal virtue,

q asr:ﬁsmm:ﬁ Qe Fe94t Ta |
AT qgaTETe 350 FAES A |
HAEqTlg VT IWISER 7 (=i U

One fallen into the clutches of an enemy
and condemned to death would not be released.
He should serve him in all humility and
when he gains strength should kill him who
deserves to be killed. Danger overtakes him
without delay from him who is not killed.

Note: There seems to be another reading as
| ﬂ@%ﬂWQ§T in which case the meaning will be: ** An
enemy caught in one’s grasp and deserving death is
never to be set free. If overcome or humiliated by
the enemy, one should wait upon him most humbly
and when strength is had one must kill him who
deserves to be killed.”

TG IR NG A=Y 7 |
7795 |g1 HI9 IZTRERT T e

One should always at any ecost restrain
one’s anger towards gods, kings, brahmins, the
old, children and the distressed.
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At s=d e aniegEaiEag |
F1fd T S9F S1F A 917494 533 |} 30
The man who is wise should not enter into
purp()ﬁeiess quarrel which is resorted to only by

fools. Such a man wins fame in this world and
is not yoked to any calamity.

qa1El MRS g9 sy fas: |
A § aRfwssia v qfafeg fgT: | 39
He is not desired as a ruler whose favour is

fruitless and anger of no account like women
desire not a eunuch to be a husband.

7 IfgaR=Tam 9 SEaqagEd
SIFIAATTER T mmfa ﬁav EX)

Neither intelligence conduces to the
acquisition of wealth nor indolence to poverty
(as seen from our experience of the world}. The
man of intelligence knows the nature of the
turning conditions of the world, and not the
other, the indolent.

Note : The world has its turns, viz, a world here
and a world hereafter. The man of intelligence knows
the nature of these two waﬂds, viz., that evervthing
depends on the fruit of one’s acnommé\mg&mnm)
Stem Tata: (5 oFF oW AW TS BeNIHIREANEE ).
Sisqalagard —cause of the diversities of conditions in
this world (Roy)
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frmitzangga Iigggid W |

JAATEGE e JaIsTHFag || 33

The fool, O Bharata, always disregards the

man advanced in learning, eminent of good

conduet, advanced in age, intelligence, and
wealth, and eminent of noble lineage.

FAITARNILTRAARF |
Al faamanfea apgg waT @O 0 39

Misfortunes soon overtake him who is of
ignoble conduct, bereft of wisdom, given up to
envy, inclined to unrighteousness, foul-mouthed
and wrathful.

AFEIEA T RIS AR, |
WAt garfa aea affzar T a1 3

Charity for charity’s sake (untainted by
deceitfulness or unwillingness), observance of

promise and well-applied words win over all
creatures.

Note: w=f3dared is taken by some as a separate
factor to mean non-deceitfulness. wAgmREIfa®ER: =may

also mean ‘punctuality ° (@R =promise, or may mean
the conventional etiquette of society)

AETEH g TR AT |

AN deorRIAisiy S93 qiErog | LY

He that is not deceptive, who is diligent,
grateful, intelligent and straightforward,
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though of almost empty coffers, gains a retinue
(of ministers, counsellors, servants, friends and
relatives and other followers).

Note: @fadaigs: may also mean “a keeper of
promises . gfiarwi=a retinue ( Tmfaaria ).

gfasuaT SUEAY FIE0F FETReS |

foaort Fafazie: agasafn: a1 3

These seven, viz., fortitude, tranquility,
self-restraint, cleanliness, compassion, soft

words and non-injury towards friends, are the

fuel .the means) to inflame prosperity (for in-
creased prosperty .

Note: wufd:=tlalso) intelligence tRoy). am%%q-,:
speech not harsh. ®afki l@=non-plotting, unwillingness

to do anvthing disagreeable (Rov). &f&g:=fuel (that
which inflames xfasn ).

ATEIVTT ZERAT HAx (LT |
qrEANTT SIF IS AT 1 3¢
That king who does not distribute unto
others (enjoying all himself), who is wicked-

minded, ungrateful and shameless, should, O
king! be avoided in this world.

Note: He does not deserve to be a ruler of the
kingdom.

A 9 TA g9 3N @y @ dmi
T FI9AE (LY gL 9g Il 3%
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That faulty person who irritates an inno.
cent person aboub him ecannot sleep soundly at
night like one with a serpent inside the house,

Note: One with 2 serpent inside the house ig
always in horror about it and cannot have any peace of
mind. So also one who has provoked an innocent
person in the house cannot have sound sleep at night,
not knowing when he would be revenged.

g 7Y T WTRAR WWE |
qET 4134 397 FITAHATaRg 0 Qe

Those are to be always propitiated like
unto the gods, O Bharata! who when provoked
(by ill-will or anger) is a danger to one’s
acquisition and possession ¢f worldly objects of
welfare.

Note: gBy=Tiaafdmmg (Nilakanta) by standing
in the way of their salary or livelihood.

Isui: WY AIIHT WAL T |
T I amEwn o 9 g oA 0 99

Those affairs entrusted with women and
the erring and with those that have fallen away
(orare degraded)and those that are dishonourable,
are all doubtful of success.

Note: ufda is one who has fallen away from his
caste by taking up to things prohibited for the caste,
such a5 drinking and so forth.
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T3 & 939 frar 3@t aagafear
AST{73 ST UTHIWIGAT I3 1 QR

They who are guided by woman, cheat and
child sink helplessly O king! like a small boat
made of stone in the nver

TIIwg F G 7 ANy aRE |
aag qfvga & (e fr qafgs 1 93

I regard them as wise O Bharata! who are
intent on the general ends to be gained and not
on their various particulars or peculiarities, for
peculiarities or particulars are but subordinate
or incidental to the general.

gaiga: = @arfio: (incidental).

Note: Nilskanta explains this as follows: *'1 con-
sider those servants as wise who are intent on the main
end in view (@Y7 ) and not on showing their individual

excellence ( fatr:=n1f&3% ) as such excellence leads to s
contest for superiority (2ig:=aF¥={riction or contest),

gy 79 A @ safa sRE o 88
That person who is highly praised by rogues,
bards and women of lewd character, is more
dead than alive.
Note : To be praised by such vile people of vicious

character reflects but the vices of the man praised.
* 13
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feear a1, WHSATET UEAAAE |
i WRAred 39T ZaTaa agd | gy
Giving up those mighty archers of unlimited

energy, the sons of Pandu, thou hast, O Bharata!
entrusted the great sovereignty on Duryodhana.

4 gyafa gy aeny ATl |
rTages 9 AwITiEa | 8%

Thou wilt see him erelong fallen from that
sovereignty like the king Bali from the three
worlds, infatuated by the pride of supreme
prosperity.

Note: Both Bali and Duryodhanarare victims of
the pride of supreme prosperity, and the qualifying
expression of the third line is applicable to both.

CHAPTER 7.
(Original Chapter 39.)

gaug sgrg—Dhritarashtra said:—
" st gEr wand |
AN FTEANT AT |
qT g Ree ay gasd
TWIE 35 & HAW JASIY 1l ¢
Man is not the master of his prosperity or

adversity. He is like unto a wooden female
doll held up by strings. By the creator, he is
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made subservient to Fate. Therefore, continue
your talk; I am all attention.

Note: Dhritarashtra does not blame himself, but

attributes everything to fate and asks Vidurs oot to
blame him.

g sarg—Vidura said :(—

AYFIS T4 T 97 |
FUR JSHITAGANA T AW | 2
Even Brihaspati (the preceptor of the gods),

‘0 Bharata!, if he were to speak untimely words,
incurs contempt for his intellect, and disrespect.

Fl wafd g FETEa o |
frEgEgEaEd 9 o Smag a v 3
One becomes dear by gifts, another by
sweet words, a third by the power of charms

and medicinal roots, but he, who is naturally
.dear, ever remains dear.

Note: wsag®ada may also mean by the force of
magic (A7ag¥=magic) Here Vidura hints that he
belongs to the last class and his words are not to be
disregarded.

gear A anpafa A FaET | qfvew; |
i goifs s 3 amfa sa gy ®

One who is hated is never to his hater good,
intelligent or learned. One finds in him who is
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dear everything only good, and in him who is.
hated, everything only bad.

Note: The gist is that an enemy never turns out
to be a friend even by any amount or kind of service.

Th 99T SIS T8
A9 I T AN |
I AT ATE Iig-

@AY JAwq™ A 1 %

O king! I bave told thee the very moment

that Duryodhana was born, ¢ Abandon this one

son Duryodhana and by his abandonment thy

hundred sons will become prosperous, and by

not abandoning him thy hundred sons will face
destruction.”

7 gigeEwaT a1 gig: wawmRy |
qa1sfy agaeasa T war ghgmg o &
That rise is not to be esteemed high which

will bring on decline, but that decline should be-
valued high that will lead to rise.

79 W97 g A Al 3RgATaiq |
6 @ f R wasm d Fegr qg @i |l @
That loss which will ultimately lead to gain
is, O great king! no loss. But that should be
considered as loss, where what is gained. will
lead to greater logs in the end.
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TYET gUIa: Fwg MG 980SR |
) -
AT YA a0 FHE | <
Some abound in merits, others in wealth.

0O Dhritarashtra! avoid them who abound in
wealth, but are lacking in merits.

JqUE YT — Dhritarashfra said :—
¥4 ANERITR WINE TFaeaay |
A JieEg g4 I 497 qHEdl 91 i) 3
All that thou speakest of is for the future
good and is approved by the wise, but I dare not

think of abandoning my son. Where there is
righteousness, there is success.

g sgrg—Vidura said :—

AT YOG A A At |

gHEIAI JREgIREgesa 2o

He who is highly blessed with every virtue

-and is possessed of humility does never overlook
-even the minutest oppression to a being.

Note: A virtuous man can never brook sven the
.glightest harm done not only to bhuman beings but to
-all other living creatures as well This is said suggest-
ing though the king could nnt give up his soms, he
.should give up at least those wicked counsellors like
Sakuni and others and save the dynssty—{Nilakanta).
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Those who are intent on slandering others
take assiduously to works that would bring
migery to others and sow mutual dissension
among them.

gard 23 A8T Gl gueaay |
SUIHERHCE R R ue: S IR L

The very sight of these people is Inauspi-
cious {foreboding evil}and association with them
highly dangerous. There is great sin in accept-

ing money from them and great danger in giving
the same too.

& § YgaaEg FWr fgTEgat |
7 g 9 feamn 499 ofofgan 0 (¥
THRAFAREIEISY arrEa fEadg | 1%
They are condemned as unworthy of associa- -
tion—those who are prone to sow the seeds of
separation (dissension), who are lustful (cove-
tous), shameless, roguish and notorious as wicked

(sinful}. One should avoid also those men who-
are tainted with other great evils.

Note: For &, another reading is @i (in talk)..
fraqae ated Sifelis qwaty |

a1 31 gl Qg 31 3q gey |
qqq INIRTT AN 9 1) i
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When friendliness ceases, the love of one
who is low, the beneficial results and happiness
that arose during that friendship also come to
an end. He then strives to spread evil reports
about his erstwhile friend and begins to work
for his destruction.

ATYSATHY AR WieaRran=sia |
=y . » e .
qEET AITFEFARAL: |
faareg fagel 3gn Bgm gufzEasdg 1 0%
And even if he be wronged but a little, he
does not, out of declusion get calm (and cease to
be hostile). A wise man deeply considering with
his intellect should shun far away the associa-

tion with these low men, malicious and impure
at heart.

Note: For fammig is another reading fmza = f=rg
{having considered).

Tt mifvagaets IRE S |
g gxeghleg 3enerangy 1 e
. He that gives relief to his relations, poor,

wretched and afflicted, enjoys prosperity of sons
and cattle, and fame everlasting (unending.

mﬁr S sseaTT
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Those who desire happiness for themselves
and prosperity to the family should protect
their relations. Therefore, O Lord of kings!
do thou what is right. Wedded to fame wilf
thoun be, O king, doing good to thy relations.

faagon afy dosan gy R |
fF qaauEeaRd SRAaTgIRRitao || o
O best of Bharata dynasty! relatives who
are even bereft of virtues, ought to be protected.

How much more then are they that are virtuous
and longing for thy favours!

@1E F@ T gogA i 9 |
A19q1 AET FAUY IR ) 3
O Lord of men! Be pleased to favour the

heroic Pandavas. Let a few hamlets be given
to them, O Lord! for their maintenance.

Of FNF a7 A AlAq A |
e =g w1 Qo e sy 1l R

By doing so, O king, fame will be won in
this world. By thee who art old, thy sons,
() gire, should be controlled.

maﬁmﬁmwfafmmfmﬁwl

3
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And T should speak too of what is to thy
good. Know me as one who wishes thy welfare.
He who desires his good should never enter
into quarrel with his kinsmen.

gaErt gz qisqri Fifabemam |
e q59A GRfer Ry | R

Friafuza STt 1 {O s2Ew |

FRTERA-T FEA w=afa T | X

‘0 Foremost of Bharata dynasty ! Happiness

is to be enjoyed in common with kinsmen.

Interdining, intercourse and mutual affection

are what should prevail among kinsmen, never

enmity. In this world, it is kinsmen that lead
one across to safety, and sink one as well.

FIAGAAIE g qwigtea 7 |
g WA TG AL, A ARG 1
Uit daaee wRsafa | g

Those ( re]a,twnﬂ) of good conduet save,
while those of wicked nature sink. O Lord of
kings, the bestower of honours, be’st thou
righteous in thy conduct towards the sons of
Pandu. Surrounded by them, thou wouldst be
unassailable to thy enemies.

Aaeq griaqrarg 3t gifaEdss |
favqew g @ © www Bl U ET
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An afflueut (yet unobliging) kinsman takes
unto himself the sin of that kiosman of his whe
shrinks in distress after approaching him (for
help), like a deer that has faced a hunter witl
poisoned arrows in hand.

Nota: A person who can afford to help a poor
kinsman of his in distress, vet fails in his duty to help
him when approached for relief, takes unto himself alk
the sins of the latter, as a hunter takes to himself the
sin of killing the deer. f&1q:=a poisoned arrow.

oqrzfe /g aT aw vfEsaf |
I 1 TAF AT 1S A1 aggiaad |l ¢
O king! thou wilt have verily to repent
Iater on hearing (in future) the death of either

the Pandavas or thy sons. Be pleased to ponder
deeply (over all these).

¥ @i aures: Tl s |
AFAT 7 a7 FAZIA A afd ) R

When life itself is not certain, one should
at the very outset abstain from that act by
which one would have to be distressed retiring,
to one’s chamber (cot).

Note: ®Zir=a cot, a bedstead. The sense is he

will have to shut himself in shame and remorse in his
closed bed-chamber.

A HEAACAIY JAIT A |
ygasqfqeiaey Ifenads gl |l 3o



TR 203

There is no man other than Bhargavs
{Sukracharyar) who does not act in defiance
of morality or justice, but consideration for
further action (without brooding over the wrong
past) rests only with the intelligent wise.

Note: Bhargava or Sukrscharya, the preceptor
of the Asuras, is the author of Nitisastra (or the science
of morality). None other than Sukracharya is infalli-
able. The wise will not bewail over the wrong past,

but will consider about the future course to be pursued
befitting the situation.

wegsq{gaf=consideration of the further course to
be pursued {aq Fieifaaw egw fg=w). Some take this
to mean ‘clear and correct knowledge of the conse-
quences’ and explain the sloka as follows:— It is not
true that no person has been guilty of an offence except
Bhargava. It is seen, however that a just notion of
the consequences is present in all persons of intelli-
gence (Roy'. The former translation is more suitable
to the context looking into what is expressed in the
next sloka.

gAAA T9 T A T FIY
A1 99 TLTEA FIRT A ! 3¢

If however wrong has been done earlier
to Pandavas by Duryodhana, by thee, O king,
the doyen of the dynasty, it has to be undone.

Note: Z®3g:=2p old and experienced member of
the family. 71 he sense is that the wrong done in the
past is to be redeemed by the wise course 88 to the
future.
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atet 9% Afaged JF AT |
qfysafg auay q@Aar sriomg | 3R

Installing them in proper position, thou wilt
in the world be freed of all stain (sin) and be-
come worthy of worship at the hands of the
intelligent (wise).

GEARFATA 0 FIa: RS 23 |
et Fry =7 aata fagla 1) 33

Reflecting well on the good sayings of the
wise from the side of practical effect, he whe
exerts in enterprises wins lasting fame.

Note : &g 1@ fd ®#ug=takes a firm resolve in matters,

HRTTIT (€ T I |
Sq% Tifafgd ffed aegiyag o 39

Kunowledge is improperly used even by the
clever when as a result the attainable is not
known and the known is not practised.

Note: Knowledgze must help one to know what is
to be known and ro practise what is known. The gist
here is " my words only fall flat on you .

TEe%RS Mg at [l 3 |
q%g [Hd NINREETETaT 1l
HITTE YT AT ARy ) 34
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That learned person who does not take to
actions productive of sin, prospers. While he
that is of perverted intelligence who persists
thoughtlessly in pursuing sinful deeds done
earlier is thrown into unfathomable mud (hell}
difficult to come out.

AR NE TR GRS SR |

Agg-afasmy WA A i 3%
42 QEAEFEEER TwRadaay |

Oy e gaaga=iEi | 39
grovdarfa a1 g dgonfa |gr 39 |
trantswm g% @ gatafaaf 3¢

A wise person should note the following
gix holes of leakage of secret counsel, and he
that is desirous of success (wealth) and lineage
gshould always take care of them.

They are intoxication, sleep, ignorance
(about the spies of others working against),
facial expression (mien) suggestive of mental
disposition, confidence in wicked ministers and
un-skilful ambassadors or envoys.

O King, knowing these holes, he who always
keeps them plugged and is engaged in the
practice of the three ends of life, viz., virtue,
worldly welfare and sensual enjoyment, presides
over his enemies.
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Nate: w=gmrafd:=continuved prosperity (increase
of prosperity). #Z=unsteadiness of mind caused by

intoxicant drinks: sifisd= @7 qRraraE@E; AcAdd
ArE =expressions of the eves., face, ete., indicative of
the state of the mind Yassafasmuiisg.

A 3 YR FSIAGIEST a1 |
qurat 3fzd wFat greafyEnciy o 3¢
Without a knowledge of the scriptures (and
sastras) and without waiting upon the old,
virbue and worldly welfare are impossible of

being known, even by those equal unto Brihas-
pathi himself in knowledge.

A8 gz afad a8 T |
AARAM ¥d 98 7§ gAasq | Qo
What is fallen in the ocean is lost, words
addressed to one wholistens not are lost (wasted).
Scriptural knowledge is lost (does not serve
any purpose)in one lacking self-restraint, and
sacrificial oblations thrown into the sacrificial

pit where there is no fire is likewise lost (does
not conduce fto any spiritual merit.)

Note: araAfi=H& (in a fool. also)

AT WIS AT IS TR A@Hq |
3RaT 2EIsY fagrg g auraig o 22

The man ol intelligence should cultivate
friendship with the wise after examining them
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with his intellect, constantly searching with
his discernment, and making use of his ears,
eyes and power of discrimination,

Note: ®3qr@i=collecting or putting one’s thoughts
in order. grar=hearing from others: FEr=having bim-
gelf seen personally ; fagi@=knowing fully in every
detail,

wHifd Far gfea el oo |
glea (A QU1 I TIERI| Il 8R
Humility wards off disgrace; prowess over-
cgomes calamity (defeat); patience always

conquers anger, and good conduct {cbservance of
customary duties) destroys all inauspiciousness.

qR=zga o1 Tagar qhiaa |
YA 2T U qFA=SEAA 1 93

O King! one should test lineage taking into
consideration the personal possessions, landed
property, house, general behaviour, food and
dress.

Note: gfi=sz=personsl property, one’s possessions
such as utensils, implements etc., (or IFIIARIT) exter~
nal appendages ; §a=landed property, (also) place of

origin (¥*A=ta). Ordinarily 2 man of rural area is
dacking in knowledge and polished manners,

qferae sme SR F &R |
sty Fwire seEd & g QY
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Even a man freed from worldly bondage
will not reject an object of enjoyment if
available at hand. What then is to be said of
bim who is imapassioned with desire?

Note: fagwie:= g@y: (an =spirant for emancipa-
tion), A man of desire will only too fondly take t» it,

TR 38 i fEauay |
fETed gad 3 ggf aRareaq | A
One should keep up that friend who is wont
to wait upon the wise, and is possessed of
learning, who is virtuous, good-looking, social
and sweet-tongued.

Note : fﬁﬁam—uhawng friends ; gga;:::a fr1end or
mav be taken as ‘one who has a good neart’; I =one
possessed of learning (Vidya).

TFAT; FIAI a1 AT AT 9 I |
Sq9eT FFENA @ FEAgAET RE
Whether born low or high, he 1s superior to.
a hundred noble born, who does not go against
moral law, who is deferential to virtue, gentle,
and bas a sense of shame.

gaifma a1 fad fagd fagda ant
aafa agar o a9 w Saf e

The friendship of those two persons never
gets worn-out, whose minds, secrets and under-
standings exactly agree each other..
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Note: faszd=what is secret (secret workings and
pleasures).

T9guFand B+ T4 gAfE |
faasrafa Rawr afea vt sosaf Be
An intelligent man avoids the friendship of
one who is wicked-minded, untutored and keep-
ing away secrets like a well covered with grass.
Friendship with him is soon lost.

Note: 3fE:=one who keeps away secrets from
another {not open-hearted). ZdH=covered.

safoRy ey Yzangfa®y T |
QUIATYING A A= T2 1 8_
A wise man should never cultivate {riend-

ship with those who are haughty, foolish, fierce,
rash and likewise devoid of virtue.

FAF % TS AT |
Az fod faat Mafiahmssia n we

He is desired as a friend who is grateful,
virtuous, truthful and noble, who is firm in
devotion, self controlled and steadfast in moral
rectitude.

Note: f{mfg=correctness of conduct. Another
reading for the last foot is fix gzt Geag =a friend who
never forsakes is desired.

sf%mwnwg'eﬁ’r mmsﬁ: fﬂfﬁmﬁ

u?
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The withdrawal of the senses from their
objects of enjoyment excels even death, while
excessive indulgence in them brings ruin even
anto gods.

Note: All persons desire to avoid death which is
naturs! and enjoy life where the senses are naturally
attracted by their respective objects of enjoyment. He
who controls the senses from beirg thus attracted,
brings about willingly =z cessation of all sensual enjoy-
ment, while death brings a cessation of sensual enjoy-
ment naturally and most unwillingly Control of senses
from being attracted by their objects of sense is a
sort of death voluntarily courted and thus it excels
natural death. Unlike ordinary death which is a matter
of course and does not require any special exertion tn
come by it, withdrawal of the senses from their objects
requires great exertion and is not had for the mere
wish of it.

Feadn: =letting lose ; wgrai: =controlling.

RiTd SERIATAAEET Ha gia: |
Frgsatior Jan AFATO lEAEAT ) wR

Kindness towards all beings, unenviousness,
patience, fortitude, and respect for friends,
these, the wise say, promote long life.

Note: The first foot is translated in another way
as * Humility, love of all creatures ’ (Roy).

At g3 T T |
qftwreqra geal agwgEIEay |l 43
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That is the solemn vow of a noble person
+hat he desires with a firm resolve to win back
by a right policy what has been lost earlier.

FHIgeT:= Not a mean fellow (noble).

ATl ARFFEIA FaET |
A FTAYTH: AU Ty 1 uy

That man never fails in his purposes who
%koows the remedies to be resorted as to the
future, who is firmly resolved as to the present
and who knows the further course to be adopted

as to what is past (without being depressed at
heart for what is over).

Note : Roy translates the third foot as ‘who could
anticipate in the past how an act begun would end’.

FHOIT AAGT A1 FDAET Y |
AZATIEERT ARTTT FeAOMTTH || Wy

That to which a man devotes himself
incessantly by deed, thought and word,
draws him unto itself. Therefore one should
always pursue what is good for oneself.

Note : If one is devoted to sinful deeds one will
reap sin, and if to virtue, will reap virtue.

NI TS ammwﬂq
ghwart gifa aat anfignEaeg | 4&

Pursmt of what is auspicious, assiduity,
learning, activity. straightforwardness and
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constant visits to the virtuous—these bring
on prosperity.

Note : en@zadi=taking hold of or touching. Some
explain #FTI@RT to mean the traditional practice of
touching a cow, an eleptant, and other auspicious.
objects which are supposed to bring auspiciousness,
g may be taken to mean ‘continued application,
opportunity, Devotion to God or friendly aid’ (@gra-
@31 ). SuM=gzaq: (Exertion). Roy takes 3l to mean.
*the proprieties of time place and means’.

AfAdg: A 99 e 3 gaw 1 |
AT MAdFfETT @@ SEFEaER ) ®e

Perseverance is the source of prosperity, of
profit and happiness. He who is not depressed
but persevering becomes great and enjoys
happiness unending.

Note: wfadg;=absence of dejection or despond-
ency ; self-reliance (bence perseverance=3alNg, #FIH: ).

A1a; HAs] fwiggeaq oeaad way |

TARSTIAT q1a |97 F47 G370 1 u¢
Nothing is known O Sire!, to be more con-
ducive to happiness, nothing more wholesome-
for a lord of might and power than patience at
all places and at all times.

Note: m@m:éa lord (of might, power).

HAZIT: A9@ TRETT SRR g |
uiwal aRt e e faed wssfer 0 ue
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He that is weak should put up with every-
+hing in patience, while the man of power
should do so on the ground of morality. He to
whom both good and bad are equal, is always
-forgiving. “

Note: s=nfgar=felt or entertained. By taking
another reading as @ur 1281 some explain ‘ Patience is
beneficial to him’. The former seems to carry better

sense. I he word a& in the last foot refers to the man
who is neither weak nor strong but is indifferent.

aeg@ JIMAISTT quiaivi | §97 |
FI4 9ZIQIT A FRAAAEG | go
He who indulges in a pleasure and is not
-thereby deprived of virtue and worldly welfare,
may indulge in it to his heart’s content. But
one should never take to the mode of life of a
fool (allowing free play to his senses for
excessive indulgence).

Note: ##=to one’s heart’s content. HITd=8s
fastidiousness of taste especially in diet.

@Y SNy AEETwEy 7 |
A HAaFIFIY T Feagaisan u &2
Prosperity never abides in those who give
-themselves away to grief, who are erring, non-
believing in the existence of God and are idle,
who have no self-restraint and are bereft of
industry (exertion).

Note: wgrig='wrqdiny ‘unambitious). Nilakanta.
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ATAA W IHAPAT T9999Y |
FTh GFIATAIRG 9907 FIZA: | §2
Men of perverted intelligence regard him
as weak who is straightforward and is

possessed of a sense of shame born of that
straightforwardness, and persecute him.

FAINfEaRARIERaay |
qTiaaTfae I3 sraEean 1 §3
Prosperity never approaches out of fear the
person who is too highly worthy, exceedingly

liberal, surpassingly heroic, of most austere
vows, and who thinks too much of his wisdom.

Note: Everything has a limit bevond which it is.
looked down upon (#fd @38 a9¥q—too much of any-

thing is good for nothing). wAA=wr@qAT =% (extremely
straightforward)—Nilakanta.

7 AfAOEARAT T 0y T )
9T QO FATY IR | &%
Togar MRTE off; sfadaEfesy 10 &%

Neither in the highly virtuous nor in those
baving no virtue at all, does prosperity abide.
She is not after virtues nor is attached to
absence of virtues. Blind like a furious cow
she remains with some one (indifierent to his
intrinsic merit, good or bad).




QARICYS 213

Note: A furious or untamed cow though not
steady at any place has anyhow to seek shelter in
some place blind tothe nature of the spot or her owner.
Likewise prosperity is fickle and finds no permanent
abode. She abides with some, as she has to do, blind
to the inherent nature of the man with whom she
stays, how short or long it may be. The last line may
be explained alsoc in another way, viz., ‘' like a2 blind
cow, fortune is wayward.”

AATAFST 70 WSTARS Y |

fagaweT af TAYHES 999 1) g8

Th Vedas have for their fruits the per-
formance of Agnihotra ceremony (offering obla-
tions to the sacred fire)) The study of
scriptures bears the fruit of good behaviour
(nature) and conduct. A woman bears the

fruit of sexual pleasure and children, and
wealth has as ifs fruit both gift and cnjoyment.

Note : If these frunits are not had respectively
from the Vedas and others, they are of no use.

AYATNiHaEa: FOA LR |
9 ¥ 4| F 0d iesId FWHE il |

He who performs acts (like sacrifices, gift
and so forth) calculated to secure merit in the
other world (after death) with ill-gotten wealth,
does not reap those fruits after death, as that
wealth was acquired by unrighteous means,
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Note: aﬁ€§%%'$=nertaining to the body after
death in the other world.

FRAR ALY FEPTARG €97 |
Y T 389 AIfE aaTal Iy &¢
A man of courage knows no fear whether
he is in a vast wilderness, or an impenetrable
forest or an inaccessible fortress, or in the face
of dire calamity or in bewilderment or before a
weapon raised against him.

Note: @a3g=a man of caurage or strength of
mind.

SR "9AT rgaaaniEl gfa s |
giisT S aurea falg g wsm gl &%
Activity, self-control, dexterity, careful-
ness, firmness, memory and duly considered
undertakings—know these to be the cause of
prosperity. (wgwt=of prosperity.)

ANTS qeAEI T SREST 7% |
féa qEmaTIAt g gumai T2 9o
Penance is the strength of ascetics, the
Supreme (or the Vedas)is the strength of the
self-realised (the knower of Vedas). In violence

lies the strength of the wicked, and in patience
that of the virtuous.

Note: Ascetics achieve their aim with the help
of avsterities, the self-realised find their goal in
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‘Brahma. The wicked accomplish their objects of
desire by force and doing harm. The virtuous carry
out everything by their patience,

At AFIRANT AT T3 FF 9@ |

FRAlEaEET T JUITTRTR Y
Water, roots, fruit, milk, clarified butter,
.{what is done at) the desire of a brahmin or at

the word of a preceptor and medicine—these
eight will not tend to break vows.

Note: During fast a man can take water and
other things and that will not lead to a violation of
the vow. S» also other acts as described above.
FTEHRAT = TSI

q qq W™ FTAQ A0FS IFRAA |
AU TUREg FMEET: 9399 ) 93
Do not do unto another what is disagree-
able to thyself. Merely by thus guarding or
controlling, there will be virtue. While the
other (non-virtue) proceeds from desire.

Note: The last two lines are tmngﬁated as “ briefly
even this is virtue (on the reading @viw). Other kinds
of virtue there are, but those proceed from caprice

a

{(Rov).

In thus translating, the force of '/ is not fully

prought out. The last line may be explained in 2

positive sense in contrast to the negative aspect set forth

in the first two lines viz , 'the other (positive) virtoe

proceeds from good actions done according to one’s
desire.
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dsm=by controlling one’s senses and physical
organs @g:=the other (either non-virtue a¥#: or
virtue in a positive sense), ,

Another reading for &xgaig is TG (#f=2an organ
of sense, gan =attacking, checking).

SF 94 wig Favarg argar §3q |
Tq %29 149 Wq @A IIFAag 1 ¥

One should conquer anger by patience, the-
wicked by virtuous deed, the miser by liberality,.
and falsehood by truth.

Note: An angryv man is easily deprived of his
anger by the other, at whom he is angry, remaining
patient. Likewise a wicked man can be weaned off his
wickedness by dealing virtuously with him, and so
a miser by liberality shown to him and a liar by others
dealing honestly with him.

ghgadsEd fivt Ive gRamIfaf |
T Fau fasq@l @ w1 A g afEF 0 ey
One should not repose confidence in the
following viz., a woman, a rogue, an idler, a
coward, one who 13 fierce, one who boasts of his

manliness, a thief, one ungrateful and an
atheist.

Note: zly@*=femiyga ¥ (in 2 woman and in =
T0gue).

gfazmted A geieane; |
JAIR G997 F{oOgaA 999 oY
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Approbation, length of life, fame and
power, these four increase for him who is wont

to respectfully salute superiors and wait upon
the old (elders).

FTABIR s, SaTEATiaERIw 7 |
AT ARA TR AT A AL N o§

Do not set thy heart on objects that can be
attained only after great troubles, by the

transgression of virtue, or by bowing down tc
the enemy.

AfF: ETMSIENST qgAnTwy |
AT A=A M ACHASTHFY 1| $9

A man without learning is to be pitied, a
sexual intercourse that does not conduce to the
birth of issue is likewise to be pitied. The
subjects of a king who starve for want of food
are to be felt sorry for, and likewise toc a
country withount a king (or ruler).

Note: Without the above things no welfare can
be properly had. Compare G fEra: g r—aggfi (a
“man without learning is like unto a beast); “Rﬁ%‘?s@@w
WA 2IIDNLTE @ " —WeigEIy (the wise say that a
sexual nnion between a wedded couple is for progeny).

SeAT WX 22941 WATAT & o4 |
FERT S o THES A WU s¢
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Long way deteriorates the health of
embodied beings, falling water erodes moun-
tains. Want of enjoyment (sexual) brings forth
premature old age for women, and wordy darts
tend to great mental anguish and depression.

Note: =stir=way or road (continuous walking
over long distances). Sa=that which weakens; or
destroys ; compare:

AT AL AFSATOTIHREAT U] SR |
FUYA SO &7 AW w7

Long walk exhausts man, while keeping
horses merely in the stable without being used
for ride destroys their health. Want of sexual
union deteriorates the health of women, while
exposure to heat (to fire or sun) destroys clothes.

Nete: In some editions this sloka is missing, per-
haps owing to the repetition.of ideas in the next above
verse,

FAH(IHZT 33T ATATRTAT H2Y |
1% gaeql NESTFT JRIWETT G2 N 9
The dirt of Vedas is the want of scriptural

study ; the dirt of brahmins, absence of vows;

of earth, the tribe named Bahlikas; and of men,
falsehood.

Note: One's study of Vedas becomes impure by
non-repetition (or non-observance of traditional usu-
ges and scriptural study). A brahmin who is edjuiaeda
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by Sastras to observe vows, becomes impure by non-
observance of those vows; the earth is made impure
by the tribe of Bahlikas of North-west India who are 2
disgrace to humanity by their cruel practices of sin
and immorality. The impurity of man lies in his un-
truthfulness. a=nal fasguemt adat aa aga: e am 2
gmr:.. That part (of india) where the river Indus
meets with the five tributaries is called Bahlika.
AAIHAGHAST 1S explained as ﬂalﬂm\'tsma% {non-repetition)
da qer afean (impure) sigyfar 4.

FITIIAST QAT ATETENET faT: |
gAE §F 9 T 9 77 |
§9 AguS dig digwmify 99 veq 1 <o
The impurity for a chaste woman is her
curiosity, that of women (in general) is separa-
tion from husbands (which brings on them great
affliction and sorrow or leads to an immoral
life). When gold deteriorates in fineness,
it is equal to silver in value; likewise silver
becomes equal to tin; tin, to lead, and the
impurity of lead is verily impurity. (The most
valuable is gold and the least is lead).

Note: fagargwer={3m sarg: egw= #s ggwn o

7 "I wafagi 9 w9 w0y o |
FIR SR 9 q|w gy a9 <2
One cannot conquer sleep by lying down,
nor women by sexual enjoyment, nor fire by
fuel, nor liquor by drinking it.
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Notz: To avoid sleep one should not merely lie
down, nor to avoid women one should indulge in sexual
enjoyment. Fire burns only the more with the addition
of fuel. The desire for liquor increases by indulging
in it,

FIRA=31717 {sexual enjoyment} one should not think
of overcoming the desire for womea by indulging in
sexual enjoyment.

q@ AW [ T gha Afsen |
AANAAG SR GFS F@ AE 1 <R
His life is one of success who has won over
his friends by gift, who has overcome his

enemies in battle and endeared himself to his
wife by giving her good food and drink.

azfawisfy stiafeg sirafra gfaawn |
gaue fagS=et @ safEs |sad 1) <3

Men with thousands live and those having
hundreds too. O Dhritarashtra! give up desire.
There is none who cannot somehow or other,
pull on.

Note: azfeo=gz® gar: (stamped coins) affa aei 3 ;
g2l here means AN HAAI=the desire to enjoy the
kingdom.

79 giusai Sifgad Boed qu G )
AEARE agaanf I galio b2

What there are on earth, as, paddy, barley,
gold, animals and women, all these are not
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.enough for a man (to quench his desire for their
possession). Thus understanding, none will be
foolish after the exclusive possession of all
things in this world.

Note: Desire is unsatiable. It will lead only to
misery. Inordinate desires are to be avoided.

U AT i PY aqar=]
gOaT AMZ § U3 WY qUggAT AT N <%

O king! I advise thee again, ¢ Behave
equally towards the children, if there is such
equality of feeling in you, towards thy own
sons and those of Pandu.”

CHAPTER 8.

(Original Chapter 40.)
Rz garwr—Vidura said :—

FrsvafarafaEsaE:
QY et |
> - =
fast av=d @gufd 9=
% g 7 gEE = | 2
Fame comes to him without delay who is
respected by the virtuous and who performs his
work or duties without any attachment to the
results thereof and without wasting his energy.

‘The virtuous who are pleased are verily capable
of bestowing happiness.
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Note; sa=mE;=afaamilza: (without self-conceit):
sfrazfra=xafasy @i (as it lies in one’s power).
Thus are explained by some commentators.

AT LB LD
FE-IAFANFE © |
gd | LEFIagsT 3
9T &9 |9 39Eg= | R

Like unto a snake that has cast off its
slough, he remains happy bereft of all misery,
who. without in the least being attracted,
discards even a great object, if it is blended
with unrighteousness.

Note: Here 51 may mean also wealth. or pros-
perity.,  &adEY: is explained in several senses as

(1) qgrsSmfyaisfd (Nilakanta) though not subjected

to disgrace by others ; (2) staggafes: =unattracted (3) of
one’s own accord (Roy).

The gist is that everything, howsoever noble or
high, should be discarded if it is tainted with un-
righteousness.

HIY T GYET] AT T YA |
TR R qurfq sEEaan |l 3

Excellence acquired through falsehood,
malignity towards the king and obstinacy in
false assertions before a preceptor, these are:
equal to the sin of slaying a brahmin.
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AEARE g By e |
AFAN [ F A0 FREEmT=gT: 2

Envy is tantamount to death. Harsh or
abusive language is the death-knell to pros-
perity. Want of attention to the preceptor,
haste and boastfulness are the three enemies of
learning.

Note: g®72=one and the same word (in all wavs
equal). A man of envy is like unto one dead. His life
is of no use to him and less to others. w=faarz=abusive
language ; over-talkativeness: or excessive zeal in litiga-
tion or controversy as some explain.

wgear=lack of interest, or carelessness to hear
the instruction imparted by the preceptor. Roy tran-
slates the first half as * Excessive envy, death and boast-
fulness are the causes for the destruction of prosperity .
Instead of taking them separate as three fsctors, it
seems better to take otherwise, since death cannot be g
special cause of destruction of prosperity. Anqther

reading for sxrar is B9

AT qEAIE T T9S MiEE T )
el TiimTiae anEhEEE 9 1
@} ¥ agIvREs; @l fenfdat w0 %
Idleness, pride and confusion of intellect,
unsteadiness, assembling together for vain
discourse, obstinacy, self-conceitedness and

selfishness — these are known as the seven

besetting sins of students.
* 15
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Note: Here Rﬁ:ﬁ% should be taken to be one of
the seven sins, as otherwise the number will be eight,
mzqar=stubborn-ness (or haughtiness also m'igez{) mfe=
gossip. SRR =covetousness (Fs4a).

gaifm; a3 i fanfaa gag )
gat a1 aafzat Hael T asq  gEq 1 §

Whence learning for those who are after
pleasure ? Nor is there pleasure to him who is
after learning. If one is after pleasure one
should give up (the hope for the acquisition of)
learning (knowledge), and if after learning,
should give up all consideration of worldly
pleasures.

Note: Worldly pleasure and learning do not go
together.

Arfirgeafa sg@i SeTE qiEh: |
AFIFEEILAET F JRT qHSITAT S
Fire is never satiated with fuel, nor the
ocean with rivers. God of death is never satis-

fied with all the creatures, nor a beautiful
damsel with men.

Note: Fire can consume any gquantity of fire-
wood and will still remain unsatisfied. The ocean can
receive unto her any number of rivers and still remain
as before without encroaching on the shores. The God
of death is capable of consuming all living creatures
and is not exhausted. A beautiful damsel can attract
any number of men and is not satisfied but ever attract-
ing any number of admirers.
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st 9fd Tha aufgoeas:
s B Tha am w2aan |
H{ITSA Ted A USH-
AR TG A gl T ¢

Desire destroys self-command; the God of
death destroys development; anger destroys
prosperity ; miserliness kills fame. Carelessness
in looking after cows kills them. O king! A
gingle angry brahmin is capable of destroying
+he whole kingdom.

Note: The anger of the brahmin (one who is
well-versed in the scriptures and acts up to them) is to
be avoi@ed at all costs Roy translates the first part
arqn gfa ga as ‘ hope killeth patience’. On the other
hand it is hope that keeps up patience as Kalidasa says:

Y ST YA AAATAFATIR, |
ga.afy snfagzd A wfg o  (Regd)

ST FieT WA T feied
- qERTEN: TFCC A0 |
crARRITIECER @ma

qaifa § &g I8 @a | J
Tet these be kept in thy house always,

. goats, bell-metal, silver, honey, drugs that
suck up poison, birds, brabmins versed in the
scriptures, kinsmen aged, and the noble-horn in
“digtress.

«r%Y: = That which sucks up all poison.
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FRNGT g AT AT AgEI |
Azt T8 @UAIST AT 1 %a
'z% mﬁmamﬁi RRUSEEEEY

X g €4
0 Bharata ! Manu has said that the follow-
ing objects which are auspicious should be kept
in the house for the sake of worshipping gods,.
brahmins and guests, viz., goats, bulls, sandal,.
lyre, mirror, honey, clarified butter, iron,
copper, conch-shell, the Salagram stone (repre-

senting Vishnu) and the yellow pigment
gorochana.

Nnte: fa9=metal iron; @g:=conch turned to the
right side (gfgonaad:). =OAMT:=2 kind of stone found in

the river Gandak, with gold stripes and gold within,
which is said to be a symbol representing God Vishnu.

M{ea=a pigment yellow in colour made from the bile
of the cow or found in the head of it, and used for
medicinal purposes.

@ 9 af |9 FA
94 9§ A AETETEY |
A WIg T AR S
2R S TEawify & | 1R

I shall tell thee O Sire! another matter,
which is highly remarkable, meritorions and
most. excellent of all. Even for the sake of
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one’s very life, one should never discard virtue
out of desire, fear or covetousness.

Note: wugrfafag=“agx swaya wfafus anw, mgfesg:

“That which is auspicious equally like a great festival,
highly remarkable.

fAar 9 gEgE At
stial fasn ggee afqa |
IFasfag afafane A
|qEsT QAN 7 g@=ae i 23

Virtue 1s eternal; pleasure and pain are
but transitory. Life is eternal, but the instru-
ments (the embodiments) of it are trapsitory.
Discarding the transitory, stick up to the
eternal and be well-contented. The wvirtuous
indeed are solely devoted to contentment.

Note: Another reading for ggw is a1ge®. An-
.other reading for the last foot is: @F3eq &4 et %m:*
@*gsq =Be contented. ltis verily an acquisition wherein
contentment is supreme (aY9: q¢ Iexe: gleaq &N ).

(Nilakanta).
gq: is taken to mean sifaar or ignorance, the canse

of embodiment, the elements of earth etc. with which
-it embodies.

qEHSE B HEIgIE
qaTEr i 9RIFageny |
e e fget A
A, WEH J9Fasd | 3%
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Behold the highly mighty and magnani-
mous monarchs of yore who, after ruling the
earth abounding in wealth and corn for a while,
have fallen victims to the God of Destruction,
giving up all their kingdoms and extensive:
enjoyments.

Note: Herein are the illustrations for the transi~--
toriness of human glory alluding to the lives of Man-~
dhata, Sri Rama, Harischandra and other illustrious
royzal personages of Puranic fame.

74 {7 3EY8 AgT
sfeqea s agrriaeha |
4 gHFAL FR &2+
faam=y sgfag fyafea |l %

When a son brought up with great care
and under great strain is dead, people, O
king! lift up the dead body and remove it from
the house to the burial ground. They lament
over it piteously with dishevelled hair (espe-
cially alluding to women) and throw it like

another piece of wood into the middle of the
funeral pyre.

Note: fagiffa=carry the dezd body to the buriat
place (g with fag),

R g4 A O
8 TRy FORIEA |
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AR LG R IO
quFA qYa q ISR ) &

Another enjoys the wealth of the deceased;
the birds and fire consume the elements (five,
as air, water etc.) of the body. Accompanied
by two, his merits and demerits, he proceeds to
the other world.

I@gsT fAfaesd Faa: ggg: gan |
AYEAERSTT T 97 QF Q@0 1 be
Throwing away the dead body, his kins-
men, friends and sons return home like birds,
O sire, that abandon the trees bereft of
blossoms and fruits.

A &S g 95§ TR @ 59y |
qETY T89 gArgH afagmesa: L
The deeds done by himself accompany the
man thrown into the funeral fire. Therefore a
man should at any cost store up virtue by slow
degrees. |

AWTSIFTATYST A
qEaqfEapid TeIHT |
dg agmrgAmTlzaTT
Teqe q7 &l gSHqa UL 2’

O king! above this world (of ours) and
below are regions of great gloom and darkness.
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Know that they are most stupefying the senses.
Let them mnot possess thee \blind with all
attachment as thou art).

Note: #gsa means of that heaven (FxTeien).

SWGH e @1 (in heaven) AgsT AgsAY WY =17, W=y
#q: qIa.® (below that heaven and below this in Patala).
(Nilakanta),

¥ A9IETE JIIHE-

fage |3 Sfaugdd |

T | qe’fy A
¥ | |Iga A 9g asfE Qe
If, after having heard all these words of
mine, thou wilt be able to act up fto them in
the real spirit, thou wilt attain great fame in
‘this world of beings and will have nothing to

be afraid of, either here or m the world here-
.after.

Note : nﬁlqia;mto practise or perform. Nilakanta
takes it to mean Fig (to know).

HIAT AT WRA ogat
qAITH glaga aqi; |
I@1 W@ T3 OTEHAl
goar g fegmata @ 2

O Bharata! The soul is said to be a river
-whose bathing ghat is religious merit, whose
. walers are truth, whose banks, self possession or




TRTTTT 233

<control and whose waves, pity. He who bathes
in it is purified and becomes meritorious. For
the soul is sacred, and what is supreme merit is
verily absence of desire.

Note: ©Janms o gud’ (there is no merit greater
than non-attachment). g&i ®W@: (Immersed in the
meditation of the inner Self) or whose mind is ever
devoted to the soul. Another reading for maizst is
g@rzar (whose origin is from Satya, Brahma) Nilakants.

The gist is one’s mind should ever be set on the soul,
free from all desire or attachment,.

FIRIIATEAA T FFawe! 9409 |
A gfandt e segatin e |l R
Using the boat of self-command ecross the
eddies of the cycle of births in the river of
worldly existence of the water of the five senses
infested with the crocodiles of desire and anger.

Note: sagmii=the cycle of births and deaths.

mn=a narrow difficult passage in a stream, or a whirl-
pool Here adi—aarast {(the river of worldly exist-
ence). gfa=self-control (also fortitude).

SEIE ‘mﬁ |y
feengd FaaT Sy 3gy |
FATRY R 169

TeEvST @ ged FEIEE U L¥ ]

Honoumng and winning the grace of one’s
kinsman who is advanced in wisdom, virtue,




934 AZNACR

learning and age, he, who consults with him as
to what ought to be done and what ought not,
will never err.

g fyeiad Tq g = 9 |
T AT T AT AA AT T FOOUN W
One should keep under control one’s organ
of generation (lust) and stomach (food) with the
aid of fortitude; hands and feet, with that of
the eye; eyes and ears, with that of the mind;
mind and speech, with that of deeds.

Note: One should guard oneself against the
temptations of lust and food by mental courage; Dhriti
or courage is defined ss “fagiversat 9f:» (cunquest
of the tongue and the reproductive organ). When hands
and feet take to wrong action, it is the eye that sees it
and withdraws them from it. Eyes and ears are con-
trolled by the mind, eyes from tempting objects and
ears from unbecoming words, Thoughts and words
are to be guided by action. Good thoughts and words
are to be acted up, while bad ones are to be restrained.

Another reading for the last line is ‘ gaam 1 fFaa”
{mind and words by wisdom).

facaizsy P
At aftarsEst |
S 29 W
A AR FRSHI ) W

- The brahmin who performs his daily ablu-
tions, wears always his sacred thread, daily
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recites the Vedas, avoids the food prepared by
the outcast, speaks truth and performs deeds in

honour of his preceptor, never falls off from the
world of Brahma,

Note: It is incumbent on every brahmin to take
his daily bath (morning and evening) and perform his
daily prayers of both Sandbyas (twilights). ARSI 7
sra3=he does not fall off from Brahmaloka. He attains
the state of Brahma or the Supreme.

switg dgm afEsia Ind-
fagt a3 qrefaaET S |
MR FEIAFEHT
zq: do gfageamia | &

After studying the Vedas, consecrating the
sacrificial fires, performing sacrifices, and
protecting the subjects, and with a soul purified
by taking to arms to protect cows and brabmins,
and facing death in the battlefield, a Kshatriya
attains heaven.

Note: The sacrificial fires to be consecrated by =
Kshatriyaiof the warrior caste) are three viz., Garhastya,
Ahavaneeya and Dakshina. One of the vows of =
Kshatriya is the protection of cows and brabmins. the
former, since they give milk and other cow-products
for maintaining the five daily sacrifices whereby
the gods and the manes are provpitiated, and the latter,
since brahmins preserve the Vedas and virtues un-
sullied.
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isfisfia oA i
9} FIS SEvSaTHEE |-
AT AT g5
Yo &t freagats ¥ 1 e
After studying the Vedas, and distributing
his wealth on proper occasions among brahmins,
kshatriyas and his own dependents, having
smelt the sanctified smoke of the three fires

(alluded to above), a Vaisya (of the trading
caste) enjoys after death divine bliss in heaven.

SRS 4599 ° Y
)
RO FITga; A |

PRAT=PT ZI9-
TN ¢ WIgEI« O |l ¢
After properly worshiping in due order the
Brahmins, the Kshatriyas and the Vaisyas and
burning his sins as these are pleased thereby, a

Sudra faces death with the satisfaction of

having done his duty, and comes by heavenly
enjoyments after death.

AN THAIH
¥ TgFEar ¥ A
AARHET T

WAWAWEHN ey 9§
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The duties of the four castes have been
described to thee. Learn from me the reason
thereof as I proceed. Pandu’s son (Yudhishtira)
is falling ofi from his duty of g4 Kshatriya.

Tostal him, O king! to discharge the duty of
the king.

gauz SMIF— Dhritarashtra said :—

TERAAT & AEIIETE ARy |
AT = AfoEETr W s Wyl 3o

It is exactly so as thou advisest me constantly.

O gentle one! my mind also is inclined to what
thou hast advised me.

at g ghg: FarsAL qveaAr Af ¥ @0 |
galad aumr gaEfEsy | X

Though my mind is always inclined thus
towards the Pandavas, yet on coming into

contact with Duryodhana, it turns to the
contrary.

Note: From this and the previous stanzs it is
clear that Dhritarashtra has a sense of duty and virtoe
‘and is eager to follow it up, but the inordinate affection
towards his son Duryodhana is the one stumbling block
that stands in the way of his meting cut rightecusness,
‘however sincere and ardent he might be as regards his
own natural bent of mind.
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7 fepweafsrg 7393 qEa FAiag |
fasRy i weY qied g ey 3R

None whatsoever is able to transgress Fate.
Fate alone, I think, is certain (to prevail),
while human effort is of no avail.

Note: 3ya=abeing or creature. gd=certain, not
deviating from its chalked-ont tenor nor from the
inevitable consequences. gtei=human exertion, manli-
ness. faerE=cf no use, in vain.

Dhritarashtra though naturally inclined to right-
eousness is tied down by his inordinate affection for
his son. Though he is conscious of this dereliction, he
seeks consolation for his perverted bent of mind in
attributing? everything to the will of Providence or
Fate, wherein the free will of man has no choice,

Ter END
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