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® EDITORIAL

India is Transforming: the discerning
see it, the purblind ignore it

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

Prime Minister Modi’s
visit thus was one of
the most successful
ones by an Indian
Prime Minister in
decades, it also
demonstrated that
both India and
Myanmar were willing
to cooperate over and
stand by their own
national security
priorities without
being swayed by false
narratives of human
rights.

path-breaking one with both countries reaffirming their commitment

to work towards greater cooperation in the region, on the global stage
and for effectively tackling the scourge of terrorism. Prime Minister Modi’s
visit thus was one of the most successful ones by an Indian Prime Minister in
decades, it also demonstrated that both India and Myanmar were willing to
cooperate over and stand by their own national security priorities without
being swayed by false narratives of human rights.

P rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Myanmar in September was a

The document adopted on India-EU relations in the just concluded India-EU
summit in New Delhi (6th October) was also a sign of the impact of India’s
leadership at the global level in terms of altering the perception of India and
enhancing engagement with her. The EU, recognizing India’s commitment to
the fight against terrorism and expansionism not only expressed solidarity but
also resolved to work at multiple levels to jointly tackle these challenges. In
short, the tide is turning in India’s favour on the international arena.

Similarly, the manner in which the Doklam issue was addressed, the
maturity and sagacity displayed by the Indian establishment under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has been extremely commendable.
It has set an example of how a responsible and mature power like India ought
to handle such challenges. There has been no display of triumphalism and
despite what the Congress party and Prime Minister Modi’s detractors say, the
handling of the Doklam episode shall remain a shining example for future
leaders and policy makers. The point that needs to be recognized in this case is
that it does not matter how limited your power and capacities are, what matters
is one’s willingness to exercise that power and acumen.

On the global arena, India has been successful in not only working towards
achieving the objectives of her national interest and national security but also
in exposing elements that work against the interest of humanity as a whole.
External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj’s speech at the UNGA this year

was a resounding articulation of our world vision and exposed those who have encouraged and patronized
terrorists across the world and allowed their territory to be used for breeding terrorism.

At home, the pace of governance remains undiminished and the commitment towards empowering the
marginalized, towards empowering the deprived is not receiving mere lip service but is seeing action oriented
implementation. Connectivity, power availability, electrification, sanitation and the effort to alter the scale of our
thinking vis-a-vis development and growth is seeing greater inputs, greater delivery and results. The vision and
concept of good governance is visible on the ground, not just reforming but also transforming India.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Myanmar trip, his exhortation to empower women through the abolition of
the Triple Talaq, India’s outreach in southeast Asia, a focus on the life and contributions of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya, the state of the economy, the launching of the Saubhagya Yojana are some of the focus areas of this
current issue. India is transforming, the discerning see it and the purblind ignore it.
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s speech at 3rd Anniversary of
Swachh Bharat Mission on 02 Oct, 2017
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s speech at foundation

stone laying ceremony of Bridge between Okha
and Bet Dwarka on 07 Oct, 2017

I Today I am seeing a very different mood here in
Dwarka. There is tremendous enthusiasm here. What
we are working towards is not merely a bridge to reach
Bet Dwarka, it connects us to our history and culture.

" ] still recall how tough it was for people of Bet
Dwarka. Lack of infrastructure meant transportation
was tough, people faced difficulties if an emergency
came up. We wanted to change this with a push on
infrastructure

I Development of the tourism sector cannot be in
isolation. If we want to draw more tourists to Gir, we
should also inspire the tourist to visit other parts like
Dwarka

5 Building of infrastructure should enhance
economic activities and add to the atmosphere of
development

" When Madhavsinh Solanki ji was CM, I recall
front page advertisements for the CM coming to
Jamnagar to inaugurate a water tank. This is how
narrow their conception of development was. We have
come a long way since then & are looking at more all
round& extensive progress

I When Madhavsinh Solanki ji was CM, I recall
front page advertisements for the CM coming to

Jamnagar to inaugurate a water tank. This is how
narrow their conception of development was. We have
come a long way since then & are looking at more all
round& extensive progress

¥ Government of India is taking steps towards the
empowerment of fishermen. We do not want our
fishermen to live in poverty, we want to create more
opportunities for them

IF" Kandla Port is seeing unprecedented growth. This
is because we devoted resources to improve the port.
New lease of life was added to Alang, steps were taken
for the welfare of the labourers working there. These
are steps we are taking towards development

" Marine policing is a sector we are looking at very
closely. We are modernising marine security
apparatus. An institute for this will be set up in this
Devbhoomi of Dwarka. It will draw people and experts
from all over India

5" Diwali has come early for our citizens due to the
decisions taken in the GST Council. We had said we
will study all aspects relating to GST for 3 months,
including the shortcomings. And thus, the decisions
were taken with consensus at the GST council

I When there is trust in a government and when
policies are made with best intentions, it is natural for
people to support us for the best interests of the nation

I The common citizen of India wants the fruits of
development to reach him or her. Nobody wants their
children to live in poverty. We want to help our people
fulfil that dream and want to fight poverty

I The world’s attention is being drawn to India.
People are coming to invest here. All this will bring
opportunities for the people of India. I see Gujarat
contributing actively to the development of India &
congratulate the Gujarat Government

-Mﬁ'ﬁiom“ October 2017 No) .
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s speech at the
birth centenary celebrations of
NanajiDeshmukh at IARI on 11 Oct 2l]'l7
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Prime Minister Modi's Myanmar Visit
has Created Great Opportunities
| ]

The visit was an opportunity for the m P.M. Heblikar
Prime Minister to get acquainted Introduction:

personally with the prevailing
ground realities in Myanmar
especially on several areas where
India has strong interests. The visits
to the revered Shwedagon Pagoda, to
the Mausoleum of Bahadur Shah _ cu :
Zatar and the meeling with the level interactions ha?/g?;it;l p\llellilet bteligvljaiﬁ }Ergl}::é

Indian Diaspora were the other Myanmar’s civilian leadership. The interaction
noteworthy features. between the powerful Myanmar military and Indian

-W? e onalist October 2017 o] .
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' TMinister Narendra Modi
to Myanmar (Sept 57,
2017) served to underline the
strategic importance of

Myanmar in India’s national
security calculus. It was his first
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defense establishment has proceeded apace with
consensus on vital security and strategic issues. Both
countries endorsed the Look East Policy (LEP) or Act
East Policy (AEP) to be a vital platform for mutual
engagement. The AEP has accorded equal importance
to India’s North East Region (NER). Both NER and
Myanmar are therefore important pillars of AEP
from peace, stability, progress and economic
development point of view.The Joint statement
issued at the conclusion of the visit underlined the
state of excellent bilateral relations between India
and Myanmar in all sectors.

Over view of ground realities:

The visit was an opportunity for the Prime
Minister to get acquainted personally with the
prevailing ground realities in Myanmar especially
on several areas where India has strong interests.
The visits to the revered Shwedagon Pagoda, to
the Mausoleum of Bahadur Shah Zafar and the
meeting with the Indian Diaspora were the other
noteworthy features. The briefings would, no
doubt have assisted India in setting its compass for
future direction in its relations with Myanmar and
the role therein for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (ASSK).
There is no doubt about her contribution to
multi-party democracy in Myanmar and also her
central role in ending Yangon’s international
isolation. It is obvious she will remain a major
force in the national political arena irrespective
of recent developments. The military has existed
and will continue to do so as arbiter of national unity
and integrity and therefore exerts its influence as
felt necessary. It is a critical element in Myanmar’s
power structure and its role must be understood in
the current scheme of things.

Way forward in bilateral ties:

The Prime Ministerial visit has identified several
new areas of cooperation as also measures to ensure
that existing projects deliver results without loss of
time. Agriculture, Health, Border development,
Vocational training, capacity building, IT and
Connectivity Infrastructure Projects form its back
bone and represent India’s “constituency” in
Myanmar. Progress in other critical areas is also
growing at an appreciable pace.

The

Out of box initiatives:

Mandalay Region must occupy a central position
in India’s developmental programs given its
proximity to India by air and road. Senior Myanmar
political leaders, including Chief Ministers from
Bago, Sagaing and Karen regions respectively are
looking at major investments for development
projects for their respective areas. India has the
capacity today for greater participation in these
regions. An Out of the Box (OTB) policy is advocated
that addresses the need to make India’s participation
in Myanmar deeper and result-oriented as also to
signal readiness to make India as one shop stop to
meet their requirements. It will also contribute to
building India’s image and visibility in Myanmar
leading to a greater traction in bilateral relations.

Some of the OTB projects are mentioned below:
1. Mandalay Special Economic Zone (MSEZ):

Agriculture is an important activity in central
Myanmar and requires India’s assistance for better
productivity. India already has a network of
institutions such as Advanced Centre for
Agricultural Research and Education (ACARE) to
facilitate access to technology to improve agriculture
sector of Myanmar. India must develop a program to
not only enhance agricultural production of
Myanmar but can also think of a framework to
purchase on buy back scheme.

The advantages are mentioned below:

® The agriculture produce/food grains can be
sold to states in the NER. Cambodia and Laos could
also benefit.

®  This will earn precious foreign exchange for
Myanmar and make it a leading importer of food
grains.

® This will lead to improvement in
transportation and logistics arrangements between
India-Myanmar.

® Border states such as Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and even Assam can
significantly reduce dependence on meeting their
requirements from Punjab, Haryana.

Racioalist October 2017 K& -
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® [India can invest in supply of agricultural
machinery at subsidized rates to farmers, encourage
large food grain production through mechanization,
supply of seeds, fertilizers and other forms of
assistance

® Will have a direct bearing on insurgency
situation on both sides of the India-Myanmar
international border

®  Will create capacity building and employment.

® India is already assisting Myanmar in this
direction and therefore needs to network the existing
facilities to maximum advantage

e SMSE (manufacturing) industries in
Information Technology or Industrial Training
Institutes

®  Agricultural machinery and spare parts for
Tractors and automotive parts

® Fertilizers and related
storage facilities

packaging and

®  Manufacture of White House-hold goods
® Garment Manufacturing and exports

India may also envisage the following projects for
the MSEZ with participation of local entrepreneurs:

® Food Processing — Small and medium
production units in Mandalay, Bago, Yangon and
Karen states/regions. Both Fruit and Vegetable. For
export to markets in India, ASEAN, BIMSTEC and
other markets.

® (Food Processing — in fishery products. This
can be done in Sittwe SEZ)

® Low Cost Housing Products/Items

® Solar Energy Production and Rural
Electrification Projects and

e Manufacture of Pharmaceutical products.
Enhancement of people to people contact:

The need for enhancement of people to people
contact must capture attention of the policy
planners. The first and the foremost on this front is
to establish a joint parliamentary friendship group
between the two countries. Its advantages are many.

WT
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Indian Legislative bodies could also consider
linkages with Myanmar counterparts so as to
broaden the contacts between them. India’s outreach
through this will enable it, at many levels, to create
opportunities for development of people-to-people
relations leading to collaborations in fields of mutual
interest. The need for creating a platform for the 27
Hon’ble Members of Parliament from the northeast
region to participate in the Look East Policy or Act
East Policy is important.

The Prime Minister’s announcement of a new
visa-free regime to facilitate visitors to the northeast
region is an important aspect to connect India and
its neighbors. Connectivity must be given top
priority with a clear mandate to Air India towards
creating more routes to get people on both sides to
travel to Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Gujarat,
Mandalay and Yangon for tourism purposes. Air
India can certainly add to India’s image and visibility
by this method. Nothing less than top quality is
expected from the national flag carrier. Air India
must offer its services to Myanmar airlines for
training of cabin crew and ground handling services.
The Tourism ministry needs to be more visible in
pursuing specific projects in consultation with
relevant counterparts. More sporting exchanges
must be offered.

A large number of Myanmar nationals of Indian
origin have been successful entrepreneurs in
construction business.A case exists for getting them
to visit India as a destination for their raw materials
and also for joint ventures.

The joint statement issued at the conclusion of the
Prime Minister’s visit is a play book full of
opportunities. The government must encourage more
private sector participation in developmental
projects and in this direction support them actively
even aggressively by creating opportunities and
projects. Time is opportune for India to play an
important role in Myanmar; Prime Minister Modi
has created opportunities that have to be followed up
with alacrity. This is the time.

(PM Heblikar is Managing Trustee of Institute of
Contemporary Studies Bangalore and former Special
Secretary, Government of India.)
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Narendra Modi’s Leadership,
Abolition of Triple Talaq, Liberation
of Muslim Women: a reflection

We, the Muslim women
of India, were eagerly
looking forward to at
least an observation
from the Congress scion,
Rahul Gandhi ! More so,
because exactly 32 years
ago, his father, the late
Rajiv Gandhi, had
insistently pushed the
most regressive
ordinance, thereby
successfully setting back
the clock in the Indian
Muslim women's journey
towards modernity and
secularism.

® Dr. Tanvir Nasreen

Kyrgyzstan, a predominantly
Muslim country, now
evolved into a republic in Central
Asia. I am here to attend a
conference on 'Islam in Modern
- Secular State'. Questions came
/ - pouring in as soon as I finished
my presentation on the contem-
porary South Asian discourses on politics and Islam.

I am writing this piece from

Why did I face these questions? Why are Indian
Muslim women in the centre of discussion? Was it

The

only because I mentioned these in my presentation?

Certainly not. There has been considerable
worldwide media coverage on triple talaq and its ban
by the Supreme Court of India. But the manner in
which the matter was reported in the Western Press
and presented to Western audiences is considerably
different from the reality.

Unfortunately, there has not been a single
measure of reform for Indian Muslim women during
the last seventy years, when the self-proclaimed
'‘progressive’ and 'secular' governments were in power.
Thankfully, for all of us, the ten crore Muslim women
in India, a first initiative at reform finally did happen
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when a so called 'Hindu nationalist
party' is in power at Delhi! And
what could be more unfortunate
than the principal opposition
party, Congress, and its de facto

supremo, Rahul Gandhi, not
uttering a single word on this his-
toric verdict!

We, the Muslim women of
India, were eagerly looking
forward to at least an observation
from the Congress scion, Rahul
Gandhi! More so, because exactly
32 years ago, his father, the late
Rajiv Gandhi, had insistently
pushed the most regressive
ordinance, thereby successfully
setting back the clock in the Indian
Muslim women's journey towards
modernity and secularism. I am
referring to the Shah Bano case
and its consequences, when, Rajiv
Gandhi and his government, in
spite  of the majority in
Parliament, passed the ordinance
on the maintenance of Muslim
women after divorce. The historic
judgment of the Supreme Court

was rolled back by this Ordinance
in 1987.

For the last 32 years, Muslim
women have fought the toughest
battles for their equal rights
inside the courtroom, and out of
it. The orthodox patriarchal
adversaries were not easy to fight
against. History needs to record
that when Prime minister
Narendra Modi repeatedly raised
his voice supporting the rights of
Muslim women as guaranteed by
the Constitution, Rahul Gandhi,
and even his mother, maintained
a majestic silence on the issue.
Surprisingly, two of his most
trusted and senior lieutenants,
two leading legal luminaries,
Kapil Sibal and Salman Khurshid
— like Mir Jafar and Jagat Seth —
joined hands with the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB)to completely betray the
cause of Muslim women.

The AIMPLB, an NGO,
claiming to be the sole mouthpiece
for Muslims in India, is an

orthodox patriarchal organisation
that has systematically opposed
any attempts at reform in the
Muslim society during the last
forty years.

Kapil Sibal, the maverick
former UPA Minister for Human
Resource  Development and
Telecommunications, denied all
allegations against patriarchy and
defended triple talaq in his own
typical way. Triple talag was a
fourteen hundred year old custom,
and therefore, deserved to be
legitimately continued, Sibal
blatantly argued. Sibal thought it
was neither regressive, nor denied
the Muslim women's right to
equality. It only reminded me how
he had claimed that there was no
revenue loss in the telecom
auction even after the revelation
of the CAG in this regard. After all
the spirited arguments of his
erudite and eloquent senior
colleagues, what could Rahul
Gandhi say in favour of the
Supreme Court judgment, or for
the ten crore Muslim women in
India?

As 1 was explaining to my
friends from Europe, the total
number of Muslim women in
India is more than the population
of many European countries, and
is, indeed, a numerical figure to
reckon with. Perhaps PM
Narendra Modi could comprehend
the significance of this number
and also that any agenda of
inclusive development would be
impossible to achieve with this
section of the population being
left behind.

Muslim women were being
deprived of their Human Rights
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(Art16; 1) and their Constitutional
Rights in the name of Minority
Rights and protection of Personal
Law. Ironically, this Constitution
of India, had been presented in the
Parliament by the great
grandfather of Rahul Gandhi,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. The
Constitution has a clear indication
that the spirit of the Preamble
shall prevail in case two or more
articles of the Constitution are
found to be in contradiction.

Like his father, Rahul Gandhi
too, missed a great chance to gauge
the aspirations and ambitions of
Indian Muslim women. It is
extremely unfortunate that he too
continued to engage with the
patriarchal forces, keeping an eye
on what is commonly known as the
'Muslim vote bank'. The Muslim
vote bank, like the community
itself, is not homogeneous.

The concern of Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, for the
suffering Muslim women in India,
reminds me of the example of
Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln, too,
had taken up a difficult struggle
with the agricultural South to
liberate the United States from the
institution of slavery.

Just as Lincoln tried to ensure
Justice and Equal Rights for every
citizen of the United States, the
Indian Prime Minister pushed the
agenda of equal rights for Muslim
women. If the comparison appears
to be too far-fetched to some, it has
been during his tenure that
Muslim women received two
landmark judgments. Firstly, the
doors of Dargah-e-Haji Ali were
opened for women (considered to
be too inauspicious to enter the
shrine until then) by a landmark
judgment of the Mumbai High
Court in 2016. This was followed by
the triple talaq verdict this year.
Although the judiciary functions
independently in India, we have to
remember that the Central
Government led by the Prime
minister did submit separate
affidavit in support of the cause in
both cases. This support
definitely  strengthened the
struggle of Muslim women against
injustice and discrimination.

What other qualifications of
progressivism and liberalism
would a so-called 'Hindu nationalist
Party' and its Prime minister
require to establish his or his
party's credential as the next

generation organization? The
government stood strong in its
support for Muslim women in
their fight for equality of status
and of opportunity, as guaranteed
in the Indian Constitution. I
reminded the American scholars
that it was the Republican Party of
Abraham Lincoln, which assumed
a role of progressive and liberal
leadership in the US during the
1860s. The Democrats had been
essentially conservative during the
Civil War. This brings us to the
entire discourse of subjectivity
regarding progressivism and
liberalism. These cannot be
monopolized by a particular group
nor by a certain political party;
time and space have an enormous
impact on these ideologies. Political
circumstances and the course of
historical realities shape the
sensibilities of people.

History has already recorded
the respective roles of the BJP and
the Congress in this momentous
struggle of Muslim women. We
are eagerly looking forward to the
legislations.

(The author is  Professor,
Department of History and Professor-
in-Charge of the Department of
Women's Studies at the University of
Burdwan, West Bengal, India, where she
is teaching for the last two decades.
She has done her PhD on the identity
of Muslim women from Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi. She led the
movement for the ban of triple talaq and
has been crusading for the equal rights
of Muslim women. She is a regular
columnist in  several Bangla
newspapers and appears regularly on
television as a commentator on
contemporary issues)
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m Karan Javaji

ay Ist is celebrated
around the world as
International

Worker’s Day. This May Day
saw numerous riots and
protests around the world. It
presents us with an opportunity
to reflect on labour from a
Bharatiya perspective.

The history of May Day can
be traced back to 4th May 1886. Workers gathered in
Haymarket Square, Chicago for a peaceful protest in
support of the 8-hour workday. But the protest took
a violent turn, when few anarchists in the crowd
used this as an opportunity to create chaos. Bombing
and ensuing gunfire led to several deaths of
policemen and civilians.

May Day, up until this point was an ancient
European Spring Festival marked by harvest

Integral Humanism and Labour

celebrations. Somehow, the International Socialist
Conference in 1839 saw it fit to commemorate the
Haymarket riots by declaring the traditional
celebratory May Day as International Worker’s Day.

The contradictory nature of celebrating the tragic
history of May Day, seems to have been lost on
people’s minds because of the genuine lack of
awareness about its history. Few Americans
themselves are aware of the history of May Day
despite its origins in the US. In fact, the US celebrates
its own National Labor Day in September.

In India, it provides an illustration of how the
Western-centric view of labour and the labour
movement has come to dominate our mainstream
thinking even without us realizing the stark
irrelevance of it to the Indian context and more
recently, to the broader global context as well.

Historical Context of Labour

To labour simply means to work and to work is
to put in effort to achieve something. Humans have
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always been engaged in work, right from the times
of early hunter-gatherersIndeed it may be said that
work is an integral part of human life. But the idea
of labour has changed with time and across cultures.

India has had a strong entrepreneurial tradition
where the idea of ‘work’ was historically associated
with self-employment or working within a family
enterprise. In agriculture, the family itself laboured
on the farm generally on a subsistence basis. Even
where there was employment of labour, the condition
of labour was generally quite good. This was due to
a couple of factors. In the rural agrarian sector, there
was a strong sense of community and caring for one
another rather than simply an employee-employer
relationship. Labour was hired as “helping hands”—
the employer and his family would themselves also
work along with those who may be hired. Hence,
there was little chance that there could be harsh
working conditions, since the employer would also
have been subjected to these. Payment often took the
form of a share in the crop, which made labour feel
like they had a stake in the success of the crop.

In the manufacturing sphere, India was a leader
due to its prowess in artisanal production. The
artisan was both the entrepreneur as well as the
worker. He invested his own capital, procured his
own raw materials, spilled his own sweat, creating
marvelous products with his bare hands, took these
to the market and sold them himself There was no
strict distinction between labour and capital.

But this harmonious balance was disrupted with
the Industrial Revolution. Driven by the greed of
surplus production, factory-based urban-centric
mass manufacturing became the norm. Whereas
earlier the artisan was both the labourer and
capitalist, now a strict dichotomy appeared between
labour and capital. In the new capitalistic society,
workers became an emotionallydisconnected means
to an end—with profit motive trumping everything
else. The workers were exploited and their condition
increasingly worsened. Production, which once
involved the creativity, skill, passion, uniqueness and
human connection that comes with artisanal
creation, now became a mundane, monotonous,
repetitive, stressful affair that stripped away the
“human” quality of work that had existed thus far.

The

The wide reach of the industrial revolution across
sectors and regions, meant the simultaneous rise of
workers as a distinct class and the collapse of
artisanal manufacturing. It was based on this unique
situational evidence that Marx predicted the fall of
capitalism and the rise of communism. Communist
ideology was right insofar as recognizing the flaws
of the materialism inherent in capitalism. But that’s
as far as Marx got it right. The World witnessed the
failure of communism over the past 80 years and
most people are certain today that Marx’s predictions
were deeply flawed. So if both capitalism and
communism are flawed, what is the alternative lens
through which we can understand labour?

Bharatiya View

Great thinkers like Dattopant Thengadi and Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyaya have articulated the Bharatiya
view of labour.

Unlike capitalism and communism with brief
histories of about 200 years and 80 years respectively,
our Bharatiya school of thought is an ancient one yet
can be adapted to provide a fresh framework to
understand labour issues.

In the Bharatiya tradition, the basis for human
life rests on the four pillars of Dharma, Artha, Kama
and Moksha. Whereas, capitalism and communism
are only concerned withArtha and Kama, in the
Bharatiya philosophy, even while recognizing the
materialistic role of Artha and Kama to labour
welfare, we give prime importance to the spiritual
aspects of Dharma and Moksha to elevate welfare to
true empowerment.

Humanistic Labor

Adam Smith, the father of capitalism, thought
labour and materialism were inseparable. Labour is
the basis for ownership of private property. He who
puts in effort to pluck the apple, owns the apple by
virtue of having laboured for it. Smith’s Labor
Theory of Value argued that the price of a
commodity is based not on its usefulness but rather
how much labour has been put into it. Marx used this
very same theory to argue that labour is exploited
when capitalists produce surplus value.

Such a narrow interpretation of labour fails in
recognizing that workers are human beings. They
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cannot be reduced to a mere transactional exchange
of wages for work. Materialist aspirations may only
soothe the body. But the mind and soul need to be
cultivated and nurtured as well. It is precisely the
failure of this that has led to the persistently
depraved condition of workers across the world.

Unfortunately, workers have been political pawns
used by various stakeholders for their respective
benefits. It is a shame that even today, workers are
protesting for basic conditions such as minimum
wage. Going back to May Day, it is pitiful to think that
protests were required to demand for an 8-hour work
day. Humans require far more than material basics
such as wages to thrive and lead a fulfilling life.

Humanistic Needs of Labour

At the core, workers need a sense of purpose. This
may be an innate purpose such as a feeling like one
is doing what one’s life is meant for. Such passion
will not only lead to higher productivity and output,
but also work will not be perceived as a burden. Such
a sense of purpose is especially magnified when it is
a Dharmic calling; a duty that we have not only for
ourselves but also for society, because it is a
realization that we are all connected and our actions
affect those around us. We see our work in the
broader context of societal impact. This becomes a
form of meditation—Karma Yoga. This state of mind
will help us work through stressful situations in a
balanced manner and come out victorious. All these
components lead to a transformation from work to
‘Seva’ (service) without any expectations. In the
Mahabharata, it says:

DefTaftiBRedAbeNbeTs |
Ahdbrieqedideg]Seqama ||

(You have a right to perform your prescribed
duties, but you are not entitled to the fruits of your ac-
tions. Never consider yourself to be the cause of the
results of your activities, nor be attached to inaction.)

When these components are in place, then no
longer does one seek an 8-hour workday. Our Prime
Minister works not for 8 hours but 18 hours a day. In
our culture (and some other cultures like the
Japanese), hard work (‘Shrama’) is held in high
esteem for its own sake. The Western concept of
“work-life balance” makes it seem like work and life

are two separate things. Work is a part of life.

Growth is another vital need for humans.
Workers need to be provided opportunities for
growth. Growth may take the form of promotions
and training. But equally growth must be in the form
of personal growth. Work must carve us out as the
best version of ourselves—man-making. For this,
nature of work must not be routine. It must be
diverse and provide a wide range of exposure. This
goes against the Western dictum of division of
labour and specialization.

Dignity is also important from a humanistic lens.
Dignity does not mean merely the absence of
disrespect and exploitation. In its true sense, dignity
must mean true empowerment of workers to elevate
workers above the mere material conditions they are
currently subjected to. In this regard, Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh, has given a call to celebrate
September 17th, VishwakarmadJayanti as National
Labour Day. Vishwakarma was the first artisan,
craftsman, engineer, architect and creator. This
elevates labour to the status of creators and doers
who are making things happen.

Finally, another vital component that we can
borrow from our philosophy is the importance of
community. Humans work best in a group. Trust and
loyalty evoke powerful emotions. Unlike the
individualistic nature of Western society, ours is a
community-based one.

,.
Integral ism

So far we have discussed labour from a humanistic
lens. But, labour does not exist in vacuum. Labour
exists in the context of society, and in our philosophy,
society is a living breathing being where each
individual has a vital role in making society thrive.
Bothlabour and capital are equally important and only
a harmonious relationship between the two can lead to
balanced blossoming of society.

In economics, unlike partial equilibrium analysis,
that only looks at one particular aspect of the
economy, general equilibrium analysis recognizes that
all components of the economy are interrelated and
have an effect on each other. Similarly, an integral
view holds that all stakeholders—Ilabour, employers,
entrepreneurs, government and citizens—have a role
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to play. It is for this reason that the Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh, has its slogan—-Workers Unite the World’
instead of the more familiar Communist call for
‘Workers of the World Unite’.

Relevance to Present Day

The global economy is experiencing a slow down
with rising unemployment. There is also an
anti-globalization wave. The world is looking to India
to emerge as the torch-bearer.

When most nations are facing a demographic
crises, India is about to reap its demographic
dividend with a large young population. But for the
past decade, we have experienced ‘jobless growth’.
Even where jobs were created, it was in the informal
and unorganized sector with low productivity.

At the same time, the World is set to embark on
the Fourth Industrial Revolution, where Artificial
Intelligence and related technologies might threaten
to replace much of today’s labour.

In this context, the above discussion of Integral
Humanism offers some lessons:

1. Due to complex labour laws that inherently
pitch workers against employers, it has led to
rigidities in the labour market. Employers
consequently prefer to hire labour informally on
contractual basis to avoid regulation. The govern-
ment has rightly focused on reforming labour laws.
Progressive reform should go beyond materialistic
benefits and truly help empower labour in the long

The

run. The recent Maternity Benefit amendment that
provided for increased maternity leave to 26 weeks
(one of the highest in the world) is one such
progressive reforms that recognizes the “human”
nature of work and prioritizes the institution of
family. Employers must actively be involved as
stakeholders so that they understand that such
reforms are in their best long term interest.

2. With the transformation to a knowledge economy
and the arrival of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, the
focus should be on high skill creation. Government’s
Skill India Mission is a right step in this regard. Where
China grew from unskilled labour and
industrialization, India’s growth strategy must be
based on a high skill knowledge-based economy It is
only such high skill jobs that allow labour to grow on
a sustainable path without fear of being replaced by
Artificial Intelligence.

3. We must take inspiration from our
entrepreneurial tradition and encourage
entrepreneurship. Startup India/Standup India,
NitiAyog’s Startup Venture Fund, Mudra scheme are
all great steps. But there also needs to be a stronger
push for incubation platforms for collaboration
between youth.

4. Creation of a talent identification and mentoring
network infrastructure that can successfully create
domain leaders instead of only average workers. In
this regard it is important to recognize that talent may
be in unique and diverse fields.

Conclusion

The world is looking for an alternative way to
understand labour relations. Bharatiya philosophy
offers such an alternative. Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya’s
Integral Humanism is applied here to understand the
“human” needs of labour beyond mere materialistic
necessities.

The discussion above is a snapshot of the wide
range of analyses and conclusions that can help
India lead the World on a path of harmonious
economic growth.

(Karan Javaji is a double major in economics and gov-
ernment from Cornell University and a former researcher at
the Center for Public Policy, IIM-B. He is a Pt Deendayal
Upadhyaya Shatabdi Vistarak and a Territorial Army officer)
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-

Jan Raksha Yatra

- an assertion against communism’s politics of death

® Dr. Anirban Ganguly

hen India did finally
send in her troops into
East Pakistan to

deliver the final push for the
liberation of Bangladesh in 1971,
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) (CPIM), it is said was
“taken aback and stated that
outside intervention in the
internal affairs of another country could only lead to
negative consequences.” In short the CPIM was peddling
the Pakistan line and painting India as the aggressor
and imputing that our armed forces were mercenaries
carrying out illegal political order.

The situation after more than four decades of that
eventful episode has not altered. The only change that
has taken place is that the Congress party under Rahul
Gandhi finds itself, on most issues, on the same page as
the communists. Both the communists and the Congress
have clubbed themselves together and, in the last few
years, extended their hands of support and of friendship

to an alliance of ultra leftists and extreme jihadis.

It is this alliance that is at the root of most attempts
being made to create instability, to character
assassinate, to carry out the agendas of fifth-
columnists — to borrow a highly favourite term of the
communists — in trying to destabilise India. The focal
point of their attack is of course Narendra Modi and
anyone who works to strengthen his vision of India.
What causes worry is that two mainstream parties in
India have agreed to play with fire by aligning with
these forces of subterfuge and of sabotage. However,
such a fire, will someday consume those who
dangerously play with it.

It would be of course instructive to see the
descriptions of Indian leaders that the international
bosses of Indian communists have made in the past. But
why reiterate this now, when decades have passed and
much has already been discussed on these aspects. The
answer is simple; such a discussion ought to be a
continuing one. Every generation of Indians ought to
be educated in the history of the perfidious politics
practised by Indian communists. Not only have they
heaped calumny on some of our most revered leaders
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in history, they have also followed the path of Stalinism
and of fascism and have practised the most violent
politics wherever they have been in power. Independent
India has been no exception to this rule. The states of
West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala have been the worst
affected by communist violence.

In Kerala now, under the present communist regime,
it is communist violence laced with jhadism that is the
order of the day. We shall come to that in a while, briefly
mentioning here, that the ongoing Jan Rakshana Yatra
in the state against the practice of communist violence
has generated a massive response among people
pushing the habitually blood thirsty comrades on the
back foot.

But in an aside, let us see the intellectual tradition
to which the Karats, the Yechuris, the Vijayans and the
Brindas belong. The Soviet weekly New Times dated
January 1, 1950 in an article on Jayaprakash Narayan
called him “An Indian Agent” of the British Labour
Party who “slavishly apes the manners and methods of
his London bosses”. The same New Times in an article
dated July 19, 1950 had attacked Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia,
“as an Indian pseudo-socialist now endeavouring to
smuggle through Washington’s schemes under the flag
of Socialism”, understandably the Indian communists,
subsisting on international communism’s crumbs,
applauded these epithets. It is this same habit that made
them decades later write and sign letters appealing to
the so-called high priest of capitalism, the President of
the United States, to deny an audience to Narendra Modi
or even better prevent him from entering his realm.

Sometime in 1955, Sita Ram Goel had written with
prescience that “If we allow the CPI to exist and grow
in this country, we may sign any number of Panchsilas
and exchange any number of cultural missions with
Moscow and Peking, our defeat and destruction is
inevitable” One can modify this statement to the
present context, apply it to the remaining communists,
especially to the CPIM among them which is filled with
pseudo-marxists, and say that as long as communists
continue to survive as a political and intellectual force
in this country the threat to India’s democratic polity
and to her security and sovereignty shall continue to
exist. It is their depleting strength that has forced the
communists today into an alignment with ultra-leftists
and the extreme jihadis. Such a “tactical alignment”
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gives them oxygen to try and fight for another day.

In the areas where they still retain sufficient
political oxygen, communists continue to resort to
violence against their political and ideological
opponents. The confines of Gole Market in Delhi is used
to churn out homilies on human rights and to
manufacture false stories through proxy portals which
function like present day communist propaganda
mouthpieces — The Wire being foremost among them
— while the villages, hamlets and by lanes of Kerala are
used for hacking at political opponents, cutting them to
pieces, burning and bludgeoning them because they
have dared to believe in an opposite political
philosophy and have resolved to work for it. BJP
president Amit Shah rightly questioned the silence of
the candle light activists who resort to selective
outrage, who speak of intolerance selectively and who
are criminally silent when young political and social
workers are hacked to death in Kerala, often in front of
their children, wives and ailing parents.

It does not matter to which social strata these
workers and activists belong to, since they have
opposed communist politics, they have to be liquidated.
This is the philosophy and practise followed by
Yechuri’s comrades with tacit support and connivance
of their central leadership. Since they cannot win
through a competing model of governance, since they
cannot win through a better political performance,
since they have no credible narrative to offer, Indian
communists especially in states where they are in power
resort to blood and death.

The ongoing Jan Rakshana Yatra spearheaded by
the Kerala unit of the BJP is a historic response to this
politics of death, it is stand against this practise of seven
decades, it responds by affirming faith in the ways of
democracy. It is an assertion of our right to choose our
path of political expression and to work in accordance
with its spirit and ideal.

Being political opportunists, communists are
heaping calumny against such a democratic assertion.
They are displaying their nervousness because they
have no rudder of spirit and no guide of an ideal and
function as mere political mercenaries.

(Director, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research
Foundation)
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India and
South East
Asia:

Time to
Strengthen
Relations

we must recognise that world is
changing, and it is changing much
faster than what we realise. The
trouble with any major change in
world affairs is that people do not
understand that such a major
change is happening till it is over.

m Shakti Sinha

hen one visits the
temple complexes of
Bagan (Myanmar), or

Angkor Wat (Cambodia), or
further east at Prambanan
(Indonesia), what one sees out
there is the natural genius of
the society that it is located in,
the people who have built it. As
an Indian, I am very comfortable there, in familiar
surroundings. But I also realise that each in its own
way has its individual stamp and style to it. And that
is the beauty of how an external impulse (from India)
has been so well internalised that while retaining its
core, the balance between the universality and the
contextual.

| TR\
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What makes the Indo-South East Asian
partnership even more fascinating is that the latter
have retained what Indians themselves have
forgotten? To give the example of Indira, whose
worship has been completely given up in India, but
who can forget the lovely roadside shrine of Erawan
in Bangkok. Which inspires tremendous faith and
devotion of all, not just of Thais or of Hindus.

My first introduction to the pervasiveness of
broader Indic civilisation in all its multi-
dimensionality was in national museums at Jakarta
and Bangkok. Ganesha and Buddha dominate the
galleries in all variety and idiom, though Siva,
Vishnu, Brahmaand others are present in impressive
numbers. The whole atmosphere is so locally rooted
and yet where an Indian would feel completely at
home. That I think capture the essence of our two-
way relationship. There can be no productive
relationships if it is simply a one- way relationship.
I remember reading an article written by an
Indonesian scholar from the Gadja Mada University,
Yogyakarta arguing very strongly that Ganesha was
Indonesian god who travelled to India. There is a
belief that the first mythical king of Burma was a
prince of Ayodhya.And the Thais named their capital
as ‘Ayutthya’, and their kings took on the name
‘Rama’.

In our own history, members of the Chola dynasty
had gone and settled down in Cambodia. Generations
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later, the Cholas themselves had problem of
succession, so a prince, a Chola descendant was
summoned from Cambodia and made the king.
Though from Cambodia, he was seen as a legitimate
claimant. These shows clearly that that people in
those days did not think of Cambodia or other areas
as different entities but part of a common, larger
sphere, a common sphere for everybody, which we
call for Swarnabhumi. One cannot say where the
real, or original, Swarnabhumi is, but we know we
are a part of it. The Burmese have this belief that
Myanmar is Jambudwip, but for us in India,
Jambudwip is the land that India is located on. The
question is not who is right since it establishes that
we always thought of each other as inhabiting the
same ‘cultural’ space. It is not just from the first
mythical king of Burma, who was a prince of
Ayodhya.

History, as taught to us, tells us that the close
India-South East Asia relationship stopped 1000 years
ago when in fact this is wrong. Pilgrims, even
members of the ruling classes from Burma, Thailand
etc. always came to India and built temples to
resemble temples and shrines in India. The kings
from Burma regularly contributed for the upkeep of
the temple in Bodhgaya in the 18th and 19th century.
A Thai king in the 19th century almost bought the
village of Bodh Gaya from the Tekari Raj when the
incumbent raja was a minor and the state was being
administered by a Court of Wards. It was only the
vigilance exercised by staff members of the Tekari
Raj, who petitioned senior officials and prevented
this transaction. To put it in another way, the linkage
between the people and societies continued
throughout and was limited to pre- or early history.

Unfortunately, in our own reading of history,
these ‘facts’ and ‘links’ do not exist. There is a
complete black spot over the thousands of years. The
reality is that it always been there, a very vibrant
two-way relationship throughout. The Portuguese
found thousands of Indians living and working in
Malacca for instance in the 16th century. The
relationship was strong because this relationship
started initially with trade and in any sustainable
relationship in trade, it can never be a one-way
relationship. It then developed into a strong cultural
and people-to-people relationship that did not employ

any form of political or economic dominance.

In the early part of the colonial period when the
Europeans were merely traders, the relationship
between India and South East Asia remained very
dense and was not disrupted. However, the
establishment of the Raj and its economic policies
resulted in India becoming de-industrialised and so
we did not produce manufactured goods for export
anymore. Instead, we all become exporters of raw
materials and our trade links were therefore largely
but not completely disrupted. Therefore, in our minds
the whole relationship with Myanmar, Thailand, Lao
PDR and Cambodia and Vietnam were fairly erased
from collective memory, helped by colonial education.
That’s the negative effect of colonial education, which
we are still not ready to discard. Post-independence,
we all tried to become economically strong and
adopted policies according to what we thought would
be most effective. Two things happened as a result of
these choices. One is that that India became autarkic
and we cut our self from the world. Therefore, we in
India did not expand our trading relations or form
regional economic groupings. Two, as a consequence,
the network of our relationship far from reviving,
took a downward trend. People-to-people ties in fact
got disrupted.

However, we must recognise that world is
changing, and it is changing much faster than what
we realise. The trouble with any major change in
world affairs is that people do not understand that
such a major change is happening till it is over.
Nobody knew when Germany started becoming such
a serious challenge to United Kingdom in Europe
that it would lead to a debilitating and long-drawn
out war such as World War I. Similarly, nobody
realised when America became stronger than the
European powers put together. Today, one can say
that Germany from the 1870's emerged as a very big
challenge to England. In fact, by that time America
was in fact the largest economy in the world; we can
see it now but at that moment none realised, or
understood, it. Arguably the world is undergoing a
tremendous amount of change at present, possible
the most transformative in human history. Our
ability to use the international system would become
weaker and weaker. The Trans Pacific Partnership
(TPP) has not happened and the WTO negotiations
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are winding down with no results. The negotiations
on the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) are also getting delayed.

Therefore, we are being forced to reconsider this
larger global picture and start looking at alternative
approaches; this is the time to re-engage with each
other is much more in a comprehensive manner. To
give the example of Myanmar, any scholar or even
bureaucrat about 70 years of age would be familiar
with Rabindranath Tagore, with Calcutta University
etc. But when we meet anybody about 20 years, their
world revolves around the USA and the West. We
must recognise that the world view of the younger
generation has changed and therefore, in these
circumstances, the need to re-engage across this
broad swath of Asia with whom we traditionally
share so much.

When the world is simultaneously becoming one
village but separated by economic walls, is it not time
to start seeing each other more closely, start
interacting not just at the government level but also
at the people-to-people level. We must make efforts to

create more opportunities at local level, university to
university, think tank to think tank, industrial sector
to industrial sector. In this manner, we would make
our relationship so much stronger. This kind of
understanding would need our school curriculum to
understand our local and regional history in a
manner that we appreciate each other so much
better.

People to people to contacts do start with
familiarity. And as we also have to look at the future
we will see that we would be left standing pretty
much on our own; partnership outside powers are
important but ultimately they would look after their
own interests, and would have limitations of
capability. We must, therefore, understand that
standing together with our old cultural partners,
developing better understanding would be a natural
development since we share common challenges.
This would lead to synergy and to better outcomes
in this part of the world for all stakeholders.

(The writer is a strategic thinker and presently Director,
Nehru Memorial Museum & Library, New Delhi)
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® EVENT @ SPMRF

Release of book “India @70 Modi @3.5” by Shri Arun Jaitley (Union
Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs) at Nehru Memorial Museum &

Library, Teen Murti House, New Delhi on 28th September 2017
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® EVENT @ SPMRF

SPMRF & NMML organised a Special Lecture on LPG in India: the past,
present & future of Ujjwala by Professor Kirk R Smith MPH PHD (Prof. of
Global Environmental Health School of Public Health, University of California,
Berkeley & Visiting Sr. Scholar, IIT, Delhi) on 11th August 2017

fin 4 ‘ - On -
LPG in India: the past, present / LPG in India: the past, present
and future of Ujjwala and future of Ujjwala
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® EVENT @ SPMRF

SPMRF Round Table Series: Discussion on “I&dl @ &1d @ aTedid f2121” by
Shri Hitesh Shankar (Editor, Panchjanya) on 08th August 2017

Centre for Indian Studies, Ho Chi Minh National Acedemy of Politics,
Hanoi, Vietnam) on 10th August 2017
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic and
political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands of trained
and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength and weakness,
it 1s they who can place before their country a progrmme of work, which while
loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will be adapted to the
changing conditions of the modern world.”

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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