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“The fundamental characteristic of Bharatiya Culture is that it
looks upon life as an integrated whole.”
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@ EDITORIAL

India’s foreign outreach has become pragmatic and bold

pragmatic and bold in the last four years is an undeniable fact.

Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Israel, the first by an Indian
Prime Minister in 70 decades, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
first visit to India, its wide ramification and the intense discussions
that it generated is a clear example of how India’s external outreach has
assumed coherence and direction and is determined to pursue India’s
strategic as well as civilisational interest.

T hat India’s foreign outreach has become resilient, imaginative,

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

For those, who sometime back felt or argued that there was no “Modi
Doctrine” in Indias foreign policy, one can only say that a Modi
Doctrine in foreign policy is not a linear construct, nor is it a predictable
theory or experiment, nor can it be articulated as a settled reaction,
narrative or series of action. It is pragmatic, realistic, ever evolving and
transmuting, while being driven by a deep and undiluted idealism and
a clear sense of India’s place and position in the new global order. In its

01?e of the first ) expressions, if a few steps backward are at times spotted or discerned,
things that a nation . o

o it does not mean a battre on retraite, it reflects rather the pursuance of
and civilization

a tactical line, a reasoned back stepping meant for leaping further and

does, while trying more surely without the risk of falling in between two summits.

to evolve a great

power narrative, a
civilisational matrix, At the same time, while propounding and pursuing a definitive

is to actively stand by, civilisational agenda for India, India’s foreign policy has, in a sense,

protect and promote displayed grassroots sensitivity and responsiveness. While a certain
its legitimate interests bunch of elite analysts laugh and sneer at external affairs minister
and constituents, Sushma Swaraj’s hourly and daily proactiveness on the social media
which may be as a response to appeals by ordinary Indians abroad facing difficult
strategic, physical situations and tribulations, it only shows that Indian foreign policy
and emotional- under the Narendra Modi dispensation operates at the broad horizon
cultural. level while also being active and effective at the micro-dimension.

A sense of Indianness, a sense of being of and for India, a consciousness of
citizenship is what exercises such activism that sees the foreign minister
herself responding to situations, giving direction towards finding ways
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@ EDITORIAL

of out difficult cul de sac situations. Such an
activism certainly comes from a firm sense of
India’s place and aspirations in the world; it is
only a laissez faire and shirking consciousness
that evolves a hands-oft policy when it comes to
one’s citizens, who are either stranded or facing
challenging situations abroad.

One of the first things that a nation and
civilization does, while trying to evolve a
great power narrative, a civilisational matrix,
is to actively stand by, protect and promote its
legitimate interests and constituents, which may
be strategic, physical and emotional-cultural.

The
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India’s Foreign policy, in the last four years has
certainly broken the elite, intelligentsia and
smart analysts preserve, it has generated wide
discussion among people and has exhibited a
rare responsiveness not seen in seven decades.

This has been one of the major contributions
and manifestations of the Narendra Modi led
dispensation. The recently concluded visit of
the Israeli Prime Minister and the ASEAN
participation in the Republic Day celebrations
are its latest expressions.
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s address at the Inaugural
Ceremony of 22nd National Youth Festival via

Video Conference on
12 Jan, 2018

y

O ur ISRO scientists have made us proud yet
again

@ Our strides in space will help our citizens and
will enhance our development journey. I want to
once again congratulate our scientists

@ I congratulate all those winning the National
Youth Awards

@ During Mann Ki Baat in December 2017, I had
called for organizing mock parliaments in our
districts. Such mock parliaments will further the
spirit of discussion among our youth

@ We have to create the India that our freedom
fighters dreamt of

@ We want to make our youth job creators.

@ They should be youngsters who innovate

@ & amar g for S dive Hifean R €, Y e g A aruse
A 7 o TR uferm 3 g S 6 afet feett g2 €, at ot

The

gl UgH ¢ | 3 Eaped § fafg &t oterT-otenT areng € S & foreht
F R IR T W@ & |

@ Some people will tell you- today’s youth does
not have ‘Dhairya’ In a way, this is what ignites
an innovative zeal in our youth. It enables our
youngsters to think out of the box and do new
things

Q@ WA TY-TY MY AT A A 3o gt & =i sy
S S T € o gar # w2 At ena @t A fRare | g
ST I ST H1Y A SIS | G & 319 AR SR A{Eew
T AT @il |

@ T F AgH gf gR P Addd GHIAT & | Tl 1 AgH gh
3 A& <t iy & g e1eres Uk e foarang | S e
o1 T 37 g, 4 G Ugd gH Wl & Hg | g o 3T g | g
1R Sfidl wifche el 3 Agie T Sif sportsmen sprit TR &,
I e 9 S 31T ¢ | 3ufe & wedl g, S @a-ar fad | e
@nT off | Wiy, @9 faferq |
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Salients points of PM Modi’s Speech at the event to mark
“National Youth Day” and “Sarva Dharma Sabha” at Belagauvi,
Karnataka — through Video Conference on

S wami Vivekananda emphasised on brotherhood. He
believed that our wellbeing lies in the development of

India

@ T VAR 1 HET ST AT, 36 a1 H forareprie st sga
2 wriraTedt WA oo am 3 o, Ty Al 3ueht & e | vk
3R SO+ 81 378 ST oAT- T, M, TH Ha T Jrer Sfia
I AR G oh Ferq Tl &1 WAL, 176l & sited? fof § el g
3 ST WIS 0 TS 8 716 & IR 3 el foh 8L WRaae
T TS 8, AT HY 9197 B) 9 <t firgh 3 Tt B a6
SHETOT § T hedToT 81

@ There was a lot of propaganda against India in the Western
world that Swami Vivekananda proved wrong. He also raised

a voice against social evils

@ T AR ¥, IR A R T AT o SATH § =7 A o6
SE ¥ Tk B hl % g T 2l wAfohd AT S SAEi-hirgt
TR 3T 36 HETd T S GATS forelt A o St =i fosh
& 81 I T T T 27 o ST o T 9T ST o ¥ o @ 2

12 Jan, 2018

@ UET & ASEE S s FEior # Pro-Active B1e 3TCH°IT5‘31\2°[
forvaT 221 2, = 3 o Here i g i o foIg Fm R,
T 2| forelt e H, foreft e , ferett Tt 1, foreft shierst
o, Tell-HIgec-J9hS H o1 ohl HaT H S[2T &L STk [ 2

@ Some people are trying to divide the nation and the youth
of this country are giving a fitting answer to such elements.
Our youth will never be misled

@ ST TR TR, BRI AT 1 3T8TH TS U TN 437 H T
o T qRed 3ATd & 8 3k § afed, TaTst H qied-)| dfer
U o AT B F qusAt o wHS § i gt W el

@1t is India’s youth that is taking the Swachh Bharat Mission
to new heights India has been home to several saints, seers
who have served society and reformed it

@ SevaBhav is a part of our culture. All over India, there
are several individuals and organisations selflessly serving

society
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Salient points of PM Modi’s Press Statement
during Visit of Prime Minister of Israel to India on
15 Jan, 2018

-m

G

e have imparted our shared impatience to the
Wimplementation of our earlier decisions. The
results are already visible on the ground.

Our discussions today were marked by convergence
to accelerate our engagement and to scale up our
partnership

@ We will strengthen the existing pillars of cooperation
in areas that touch the

@ lives of our peoples. These are agriculture, science
and technology and security.

@ We exchanged views on scaling up the Centers of
Excellence that have been a main-stay of agricultural
cooperation

@ In defence, I have invited Israeli companies to take
advantage of the liberalized FDI regime to make more
in India with our companies.

The' )
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@ We are venturing into less explored areas of
cooperation such as oil & gas, cyber security, films and
start-ups.

@ We are committed to facilitating the flow of people
& ideas between our geographies. It requires policy
facilitation, infrastructure & connectivity links &
fostering constituencies of support beyond Government

@ In Prime Minister Netanyahu , I have a counter-
part who is equally committed to taking the India-Israel
relationship to soaring new heights

@ Iam delighted to have the chance to be with PM @
netanyahu in my home state, Gujarat, day after.

@ There we will have another opportunity to see
the fulfillment of the promise, which our mutual
cooperation holds in diverse areas such as agriculture,
technology, and innovation

o mayas 8



Salient points of PM Modi’s Remarks at the
India-Israel Business Summit on
15 Jan, 2018

BIS=-EL

have always had a deep regard for Israel and its
people. I visited Israel in 2006 as CM of Gujarat.

I

@ Last year in July, I visited Israel, the first such
visit from India. I experienced the remarkable spirit of
innovation, enterprise and perseverance that drives Israel.

@ There is new energy and purpose that has invigorated
our ties over the last few years. It will help take our
cooperation to greater heights.

@ We stand on the cusp of a new chapter in India-Israel
relations driven by our people & mutual opportunities for
betterment of lives.

@ In India, we have been taking steady steps over three
years at both macro as well as micro-level, to make a
difference. Our motto is: Reform, Perform and Transform.

@ The India-Israel Innovation Bridge will act as a link
between the Start-ups of the two sides.

The
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@ I have been saying that Indian Industries, start-ups
and the academic institutions must collaborate with
their Israeli counterparts to access the huge reservoir of
knowledge.

@ We want to do more and do better. To enable entry
of capital and technology, most of the sectors including
defence, have been opened for FDI.

@ More than 90 percent of the FDI approvals have been
put on automatic route. We are now among the most open
economies.

@ India’s development agenda is huge. It presents a vast
economic opportunity for Israeli companies.

Nationalist [ e o 9 [



@ SPECIALARTICLE

Rajaram

Panda

Modi Deepens Act East Policy

in the 1990s, its engagement strategy has been

complemented by its civilizational links with

the region. The government of Narendra Modi
injected a new element of dynamism by rechristening it
as Act East policy. During the past three and half years
that Modi has been in power, it is not difficult to see
the extent of understanding India has achieved in the
political, economic and security/strategic domains. The
latest in this engagement strategy is India hosting all the
10 heads of states of the ASEAN member states as its
special guests instead of the customary one at the 69th
Republic Day celebrations.

E ver since India launched its Look East policy

As India is pushing its economy to integrate with the
world economy vigorously by more forward-looking
policies, Modi government’s engagement with the
ASEAN region was further reinforced by changes in
global power equations taking place dramatically, which
begged readjustment of strategy by India. ASEAN
is at the centre as India balances diverse alliances in
strengthening its East Asia pivot.

The Manila statement of November 2017 ended on
cooperation for a “free, open, prosperous and inclusive
Indo-Pacific region” in a direct signal to China that
the initiative by the four countries will counter China’s
actions in the South China Sea if necessary. Modi is
seeking similar cooperation with the US separately as
well, as his one-to-one talks with Trump indicated. The
“Quad” isnotamaritimealliance butitaimsatenhancing
connectivity in accordance with “the rule of law” and
“prudent financing” in the Indo-Pacific together. The
second part of the description pertains to the US plans
to build an “alternative financing model” to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. However, despite that the Quad is
called a “coalition of democracies” of the Indo-Pacific,

there is no denying the fact that the initiative also closely
looks at China’s growing influence in the region. As the
only member of the proposed coalition that is also part
of another security arrangement involving China and
Russia, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, India’s
ability to balance its interests remains to be tested.

India navigates on the political front by its engagement
strategy, what transpired from Modi’s speech in Manila
showed India’s resolve to bring its economic and business
ties with the region up to the level of their “exceptionally
good political and people-to-people relations”, setting
the stage for closer engagement ahead of the 25th year
Commemorative Summit to be held in Delhi in January
2018, with ASEAN leaders attending India’s Republic
Day festivities. The 10 ASEAN countries account for
about 11% of India’s global trade. India is also in talks
with ASEAN “plus six”, including China, Japan, South
Korea, Australia and New Zealand, to discuss the RCEP
free trade agreement.

In his address to the 15th ASEAN-India Summit, Modi
reiterated India’s ties with ASEAN as key pillar of its
foreign policy and that “its centrality in the regional
security architecture of the Indo-Pacific region is
evident” In a symbolic move, all 10 ASEAN heads of
state have been invited to be guests of honour for the
Republic Day celebration on January 26, 2018, the first
time ever in India’s post-independence history. The fact
thatall 10 heads accepted India’s invitation demonstrates
that they are keen to engage with India in all dimensions
of relations. Reassuring the ASEAN member states
against perceived threat from China’s domination and
threat, Modi assured ASEAN of “steady support towards
achieving a rules-based regional security architecture
that best attests to the region’s interests and its peaceful
development”.

" The
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@ SPECIALARTICLE

Thus as Trump’s Asian policy shows signs of reluctance
in its commitments to protect the security of the
region, India gets an opportunity to engage in foreign
policy activism that is in the region’s interests. Trump’s
“America First” policy has sent ripples across the globe
and many countries with deep economic ties with the
US are worrying how to review their economic policies
to cope with the new situation.

Under this new situation, it is for India to decide how
to see if the glass is half-full or half-empty. In whichever
way one looks at it, India finds itself in a situation
where it cannot afford to shirk its responsibility to
work vigorously in accordance with global norm in the
interests of peace and stability in the region. For the
present, Modji’s foreign policy strategy seems to be on
right track. It is up to political leaders and policy makers
to craft new policies as demanded by new situations
as and when they unfold so that its leadership for the
region’s interests proves to be meaningful.

As the parade on 26 January is expected to feature an
ASEAN-Indian tableau, with artists from member
countries performing the Ramayana, India gets ready
to give another push to its Act East policy. The guest
list includes Presidents, Prime Ministers, a King, and
Myanmar’s State Counsellor Aung San SuuKyi. Eight
of the heads of state will arrive with their partners.
The occasion shall also mark the 25th anniversary of
the India-ASEAN partnership, with a commemorative
summit scheduled on 25 January, during which India
will showcase its Act East policy, focusing on fostering
trade and other relationships with ASEAN countries,
besides developing India’s North East seen as a gateway
to India’s engagement with the region.

While addressing the Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
celebrations in Singapore on January 7, External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj underlined that ASEAN
region is integral to Asia’s success and to a possibility of
an Asian century and therefore stressed the importance
of India’s deepening ties with ASEAN. Emphasising
the importance of connectivity in India’s engagement
strategy, she spoke about the trilateral highway project
from India to Thailand, with plan to extend further with
other ASEAN countries. She highlighted the potential

and promises in the defining partnership between India
and Southeast Asia. India’s north-eastern region, long
neglected by past governments, shall prosper when the
region is better connected to Southeast Asia. The Modi
government, therefore, wants to pitch India’s north-east
to Southeast Asia so that the fruits of India-ASEAN ties
are better realised.

Other areas in which India and the countries of
Southeast Asia can partner for mutual benefits and in
the interests of regional peace and stability are creating
skills for the digital age, generating jobs in the age of
disruption, meeting the need of rapid urbanisation,
protecting the bio-diversity, making the energy
sources cleaner and pulling together the knowledge for
productive agriculture.

That India attached greatest importance to the
economically important grouping ASEAN need not be
over-stressed. The issues that are expected to come up
for discussion at the upcoming Summit are terrorism,
maritime security and ways to strengthen maritime
architecture of the region and ensuring protection of
sea lanes and facilitate freedom of navigation in the
Indo-Pacific, besides digitisation in the financial sector
and e-governance. By inviting all the 10 ASEAN heads
as guests for the Republic Day celebrations, India was
sending multiple messages. First, it recognised ASEAN
as a single entity. Second, if India wanted to expand
economically then ASEAN and West Asian countries
are its future partners. Third, it was highlighting that
India and ASEAN countries have civilizational links
anchored in their common Hindu-Buddhist legacy.

What could be the possible outcome from the summit?
One could be starting of multilateral naval exercises
involving Indian and ASEAN navies to keep sea routes
including the vital Malacca Straits and in and around
Singapore free from attacks and piracy. India is a
member of the Regional Cooperation Agreement on
Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in
Asia (RECAAP). Some understanding on the issue of
Cyber security could be also expected.

However, one can expect little move on the regional
comprehensive  economic  partnership  (RECP)
agreement, though India-ASEAN trade is worth over

myp The
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$75 billion. This is because this deal between the
ASEAN on one side and six other countries including
India, China and Australia could significantly benefit
China. India already has free trade agreements with
Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia
and India would not be too keen to push unless it can
win some commensurate compensation for the Indian
services sector. For the present, expanding regional
road connectivity under the Trans-Asian Highway
rubric with New Delhi keen to link its northeast region

ah
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to Southeast Asian states with Myanmar more than
willing to act as a strategic gateway is India’s priority in
its engagement strategy and a key component in Modi
government’s Act East policy.

(Dr.Rajaram Panda is ICCR India Chair Visiting Professor at
Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, Reitaku
University, JAPAN.)

(Views expressed are personal and do not reflect either
that of the ICCR or the Government of India or of SPMRF
E-mail: rajaram.panda@gmail.com)
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FHaTIg ot aotg I e faeh! IR eruta gufxy &t g @die-fadht
qehe, B AT Y9G S & U1 @ & | AT S @l 2 b Sia-Sragg
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ST | TSI G AT TSI Gell bl Teh o ST 3TaT 37T URGRIT
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Prof. Syed Tanveer
Nasreen

Goodbye ‘Mahram’! Welcome Reform!

he second important reforms concerning Muslim

women, after triple talag, came in December last

year. The patriarchy within the Muslim commu-
nity and the orthodoxy represented by a section of the
ulema in Deoband had raised strong objections when a
committee constituted by the central government had
earlier reccommended it. While the reform on triple ta-
laq is still a few steps from being effected, the one on the
right of Muslim women to travel for Haj without a male
companion, has been pushed through.

Following the winds of change across the world, Saudi
Arabia has also taken up a number of reforms which
look forward to providing a space to women. Saudi
women have received the right to drive their own cars
and they can now travel out of the country without a
guardian, for purposes of higher education. In 2014,
it had approved the idea of Haj for women without a
male companion (mahram), or guardian. Keeping in
line with this progressivism, the Narendra Modi Gov-
ernment has, from this year, declared that women above
forty-five years of age may travel for Haj in groups of
four or more, without a mahram.

This right to travel for Haj without a mahram definitely
makes another very important step in the empowerment
of Muslim women in our country. Within a few days of
this announcement, Muslim women across the country
applied for Haj with great enthusiasm. The largest num-
ber of applications came from Kerala and West Bengal,
totaling thirteen hundred women. This has marked a
significant step in providing Muslim women the auton-
omy and mobility they were seeking. Simultaneously,

this decision of the Central Government also served the
purpose of restricting the Molla-cracy within the com-
munity.

The right of Muslim women to travel for Haj without
a mahram marks an old debate. The orthodoxy among
Muslims across the world had always sought to resist
this attempt at assertion of the identity of Muslim wom-
en. But, when the reform came from Saudi Arabia, a
country that many Muslims still regard as the ‘guardian
of the Muslim world; they had nothing to say! The or-
thodoxy in India tried, in their last desperate effort, to
stall the reform. Thankfully, they failed.

In India, the All India Muslim Personal Law Board has
for a long time been the ‘self-proclaimed’ guardian of
Muslims in India. It had been instrumental in rolling
back the Supreme Court verdict on the Shah Bano Case.
Understanding the resistance posed by the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board in any reform that con-
cerns the empowerment of Muslim women (we have
seen their stand on the triple talaq!), the previous gov-
ernment had shown no initiative in allowing women to
travel for Haj without a mahram. I am sure this is not
the first time that the Indian Government has come to
know about the concession already granted to women
by Saudi Arabia. The previous UPA Government lacked
the conviction to offer women their due space, in fear of
antagonizing the orthodoxy, who present themselves as
the only ‘real’ community leaders!
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Indian Muslim women will ever be grateful for this
great reform in their lives which offer them autonomy
in the religious space, to begin with. As Haj remains
one of the five fundamental pillars in the life of a devout
Muslim, the declaration of the withdrawal of the Haj
subsidy by the Central Government comes as another
welcome step.

On May 8, 2012, Justices Ranjana Desai and Aftab
Alam had cited Sura (chapter) 9, ayat(verse) 97 from
the Quran to validate their landmark verdict that the
government subsidy for Haj should be withdrawn by
2022. In 2011 itself, the Manmohan Singh Government
had informed the Supreme Court that every single Haj
pilgrim had paid sixteen thousand rupees as airfare and
the government had to pay a sum of rupees thirty eight
thousand per each passenger that year.

There has been a steep rise in the number of Haj pil-
grims in India over the last twenty five years. In 1994,
the total number of pilgrims was 21,035, but by 2011,
the number had risen to 1,25,000. I can actually go into
a detailed statistical report to show what pressure this
yielded on the Central exchequer. More importantly, we
can refer to the Quranic citation (3.95) that says only
those who can afford it, should go for Haj. Travelling
for Haj with government subsidy is not desirable for
pilgrims, it is worse for them to be counted in the list
of those privileged to travel in the ‘quota’ of ministers.
It is also entirely undesirable for the government of a
secular country to provide such huge subsidies for the
religious pilgrimage of one particular community.

The bold decision of the present government led by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to withdraw this subsi-
dy and redirect the Haj aspirants to the legitimate ways
of Haj must be applauded. There could not be a more
welcome announcement than the one made by Mugtar
Abbas Naqvi, the union minority affairs ministers, that
this money will, hereafter, be spent for the education
and empowerment of Muslim women.

Muslim women, stereotyped in their hijabs and burqas,
have been marginalized in society. The patriarchy had
succeeded in shutting the ‘voices’ of these women for a
long time.

Thank you, PM Modi! We look forward to our par-
ticipation in an equal world free from discrimination,
within the community and outside.

@ SPECIALARTICLE

(The author is Professor, Department of History and Pro-
fessor In-Charge of the Department of Women’s Studies
at the University of Burdwan, West Bengal, India, where
she is teaching for the last two decades. She has done her
PhD on the identity of Muslim women from Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi. She led the movement for
the ban of triple talaq and has been crusading for the
equal rights of Muslim women. She is a regular columnist
in several Bangla newspapers and appears regularly on

television as a commentator on contemporary issues)
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14 SEt 1 W SR W AT SIS o THAT ST
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&9 H FEfieh! GednT, T, ATHH o faewm, foqm, sfafer
Tfe SfireT €.
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Tfet BTgwT <ok % w9 H fora e 2 S 2T 2t o e Yfaatfae
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off, qa7 +ff SORIES 3 36 He, T T T Uoh dlE § A 1 HIH
T TR o 39 o & YR 37 SeRIset o 6l 36 Sprersiat
T fore st o feeht gt oft rifep fawiare 2017 H W o W
g H SIEHTH o e, T g SR SR & Raer e fean
oT. e 3 FeAilaeh T shT STEL 3 T ol shl At T
SETETA! TUTHAT =g ot |ew fopar for sia o deh g |
a1E o U 2T A9 o sftel TG Tid e o i3 srgT seetra et
AT AT, A TR S e g i 51 foregy vt ot soare
&t TRt 1 off TR JeTd 8. TS aoh ST T &Harstl &
SITeIS[E JE ST & Siefdl T °. GHl 6l WA ol fog wer o
GAFL HTY o AT o Tt wreft firer T 2. e siR s hi gy
I 3hi ST T o FoT el & © Wecarqu o1 € &, i
SeTer, oIS o coheten AT 3181 oh &t o +fi ST <21 Toh gaL b
HEINT L T &, F ST STHIHT o 318 FSIEA LA H1 6
Ty ST fhu ITe 8. fUset 9 |l § 9Rd 5 §S1se o a1
26 BSTR FIS 9 o T& Hia foh &

T AT i AT ST o 3R SIH FURATET a1&d i
ST & 3T 3aUse ol off TR Y AU SEEAT JTe 97 hi
BT o o ITHRT IS o €9 7 2, Tt @ st off 50
T Ted R T2 B S AT T 3 A AT A BT
2.

(TG TH.UA. TS, HIUTA o qadl O § TAT HuT Araei
F ThI §1)
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Dr. Anirban Ganguly

Sharpening faultline in India-
The Rahul Gandhi Way

hen Narendra Modi addressed workers of the

BJP on the day Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh

was won, he presciently cautioned them that
in the days to come, serious efforts would be made by
some sections to spread the poison of casteism and of
strife. “It has taken a lifetime”, Modi noted, “for those
like us, to cleanse and free the state of Gujarat from
the poison of casteism. We fought this vicious cycle for
three decades before ridding the state of it”, he reminded
those gathered.

The recent Bhima-Koregaon incident clearly indicates
that there is indeed a concerted and renewed effort
at trying to divide Indian society and tear open its
healing faultlines. The Bhima-Koregaon event has been
celebrated over many years, why is it that this year, it was
chosen to be hyped up, why were nefarious elements like
Umar Khalid, a leading voice of the “breaking India”
brigade in whose support Rahul Gandhi had leapt
across into the Jawaharlal Nehru University, invited,
why was Jignesh Mevani invited to give provocative
speeches inciting violence, spewing venom, from where
did hoodlums with saffron flags suddenly descend and
disrupt the gathering, how did Rahul Gandhi, within
minutes of the incident put out a tweet accusing the
RSS and BJP of being anti-Dalit and fascist?

Why saffron flags, was it to reinforce the false
stereotype of “saffron terror” and “saftron intolerance”,
a false stereotype that has been very carefully crafted
and nurtured by a section of the “organised elite” with
sympathies and active support for naxalites and India
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breakers? The entire script, the entire act seemed very
well choreographed with the objective of disrupting
life in a non-Congress ruled state and to target the RSS
and the BJP and adding a pint of saftron in the act was
part of that larger design to deflect the blame to other
quarters while the actual schemers would pass off as
victims.

The Congresss Rahul Gandhi era has indeed come,
and in that era, the party shall increasingly outsource
its politics to extraneous elements, elements through
which it will seek to disrupt societal balance, exacerbate
faultlines, widen fissures and give the image of an
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India under siege. This time round, Rahul’s Congress
has outsourced its politics to forces that are inimical
to India and have at their heart the twin objectives
of defeating Modi and of destabilizing India. These
two aspects are obviously linked; by weakening and
eventually defeating Modi, these forces hope to weaken
the fabric of India.

Thus the JNU “breaking India” brigade, a section of
communists, lapsed Marxists, Naxal sympathizers
were active in support of Mevani during the Gujarat
elections, and in his victory they perceive a new mascot
who can further their agenda of sharpening faultlines
in India.

On the other defeat in Gujarat, has made the Congress
desperate for 2019, Rahul therefore plans to align
with these groups that have been at the forefront of
subterfuge and sabotage. With half-roots in a land that
had a past political culture of fascism, Rahul is quick to
identify these, align with them and then push forward
his agenda. This knack for fascist action, this propensity
to see and read every situation from the fascist lens, is
what Rahul has specialized in.

His desperation to see Modi unseated goads Rahul
to support those elements in the academia and
intelligentsia who have been repeatedly calling for India’s
disintegration. He is thus aligning the with Popular
Front of India (PFI) which has till date butchered more
than 20 BJP workers in Karnataka and has worked to
radicalize the western coast of the state, Rahul remains
silent because he needs the support of such groups
in order to try and unseat Modi or to hold on to his
state. In Tripura, while the goons patronized by the
communist regime go on a killing spree of BJP workers,
most of whom belong to the Dalit sections of society;
Rahul remains silent for he needs the communists as
allies in his larger goal of unseating Modi.

The
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The largest number of Dalit Members of Parliament
belong to the BJP, it is Modi’s governance vision which
has seen initiatives undertaken that have a direct impact
on uplifting the quality of life of the marginalized and
oppressed, it is the BJP which showed the determination
to empower a Dalit, from the grassroots, with a humble
background to adorn the office of the President of India.

In his action of Dalit of empowerment, in his
determination to achieve a larger pan-Indian unity
beyond the barriers of caste and creed, Modi has
displayed an unequivocal and steely steadfastness. It
is a steadfastness that gives strength to his vision of a
new India while unsettling those whose politics thrive
on division, disunity and debilitation, it is they who are
trying to light bush fires of conflict and clash.

(The Writer is Director, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Research Foundation)
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SPMRF Round Table Series: Talk on “Analysing the Bhima-
Koregaon Episode” by Shri Abhinav Prakash (Assistant

Professor, Delhi University, Thinker & Columnist) on
6th January 2018
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@ EVENT @ SPMRF

Dr. Anirban Ganguly (Director, SPMRF) delivered Special
Address on “India-Vietnam Relations in the Changing Geo-
Politics of the Indo-Pacific” at IIC organized by Southeast
Asia Research Group, Dept. of Political Science, DU on
9th January 2018




@ EVENT @ SPMRF

Talk on “Political Landscape & Milestones of 2017” by Shri

Bhupender Yadav (MP, Rajya Sabha and National General

Secretary, BJP) at India International Centre, New Delhi on
17th January 2018




SPMRF Organised a RIE'@TIT Youth Dialogue with
Journalism Students on “ gar, T iR Hifgar ”
24th January 2018
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic
and political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength
and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a programme of
work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will
be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world.”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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