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Mr. Chairman- of the Recsplion Committes, Brother and
gister Delegates and Fricnds.

i } We ase meeting herr todey for the first Nationel Conventian
) | of the Bharativa Janata Party. 1 feel cxtramsaly gretieful to you ]
b’ " : dor the affection and confidence you have bestowed on ook Dy ¢
elecling me President of the Party. | am conscious how GnArOUE :
abardan this is,  Im fact in this howr of grisia it is no casy matisr
to wdertake the leadership of aay political party. So lar is
Proz.dantehip of the Bharativa Janais Party is coarereed, this iz b
- , eactainty nol an arnemenisl decoration. It is really not 8 post ; it
Text of the Presidential address by " s 2 reaponaibility. Mo doubt, it 2 an hanour; but cven mara than
Shri Atal Biharl Vajpayes £l thiat, 3t 15 8 test. 11 is &t once an opportunily end a challenge. May
- ' s God give me strength and unduoestanding 1o measurs up te this
delivored at the 1st J ; :

! : trust,
Wational Convention of the Party : : ?
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: | gl WHY A NEW PARTY 7
heid st Samta Nagar .- 00 Lo 8 e 7 e
In Bombay on 28,29, - e I,do ot propess 1o go into the deta’ls of tha circumetanzes
: e i which the Bharstiva Jansta Party was launched, But 1 would
D - 5 .- i
30th Decamber 1830 : ik i " fika 10 aesert that It was not with any happiness that we aitad
i : corrpany with the Japata #arly. From bagjinning *o end wa Gept
s | . ; exuriing 10 preserve the unily of the Party, We wera consricus
‘ of tha pledge we had taken ot FRajghat n the presance of Lok
]
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Maya; Jeipgakash to maintain the unity of the paoty. But by
comwgrting the non-issue of dual membership intu on issue, o
it ion was created in which it became impossible for us 1o
continue in the party with any honowr and self-respect.

-ﬁ't' Thore is No point intrying to unrevel 1he intentions of those
g sk who cregted such a situation. But i1 iz poteworihy that sven F

smong those who had nothing to do  with the RSS, there
were quite & few who regarded this dual membarship issue asa
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'--fbugu-p raisad for ulterior énds, Many of these are among the
founder members of the Bherative Janata Party. '

The enthusiastic support received by the Bharatiya Jenata
Party throughoet the country during the past 3 months is in itself
ampée jstificatior. lor our decision o launch a separata party.

Todsy the Bhamtiya Jansta Pasty has a membership of ovar 25 il'

lakhs, A& large section of these enfranis weare not connected with
tha former Jams Sangh. Neovertholess, some of our Opponents,
prominent smong tnem ogr Prime Minister, keeprepeating that
the BharativioJanata Parw 95 only a now name for the formec
Jana Sangh.  They feel distwrbed over the growing popularity of

the party in &ll parts of the country and a&ll sections of society,
and think that by saying so they can curb the immenss potonial
Lhat the party has for futere orowth.

g Lo

The Janata Party formed because of (he inspiration of Lok
Mayak Jaiprakash nas disinkegrated. But his vision of a glorious
Indiz iz still with us. We shall not allow it to be ohilterated. His
dreams, his labours, hig straggles and his unflinching commitment
10 certain basic valuss ae part of an invaluable legecy that we
* have inherited. The Bhamatiya Janata Party is pledged to pursuing
his unfinlstw 4 task. bl T
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VALUE-BASED POLITICS :

Teday our country #s facing 8 multi-dimensional criss.
Mounting irflation, deterio=ting law and order situstion, scardty
of essential commodities, increasa in the number and intenaity of -
comeminal incidents, aggravation of social tensions end viclenca,
oppression of Harijans, tibale, women and other weaker sections,
the explosive situation in the north-sast—theése are some of he

dimensions of this crisis. T (T

These charged with the respansibility of finding a solution
to these problems have no time for it. They are busy manipulating
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thelt pawns and planning thelr moves on tha chessbeard of
politics. | believe that the country’s crisis is gssentially a morzl
crisis, The biggest curse of our public life iz thaot :‘m:lrslll .valuea
have given way 10 self-seaking and power-lust, and politics has
DecOmE & pure pawer game.

In its last phase this degeneration of public life czn he raced
to the year 1969 whean the Prime Mmister horsell after filing the
nomination papers of her party candicate, codspired to have him
defeated by resorting to all kinds of unetwical means. In the
yuars that have followed this disregard of sthics and norms has
Saly grown more acute. The emergency declared in 1875 had no
relation to any thieat ta national sscurity, intamal or oxtemal ; it
was an unvernished attempt to cling on to power.  The drtur-
bencas crsaled in courts during the Jamata rogime. sncoafage-
ment given to such serious crimes a5 hijackirg, the congtant
repourss ta intimidation and coercion. tha olot to, promote dee
fections on & mass scale—all these are facets of the same procass.
The present rufing party’s naked collusion with anti-socisl sle-
ments during the 1980 election 2nd itz shameless inciterent of

communal, cesteist and regional festings in order 1o pandarto

vote banks also should be understood in the eame light.

Yat another evidenca of this process of degeneration 15 the
double standards of morality maintained by Government. Thers is
one standard for those who are their proteges o their relations
and another standard for the rest. When prior o the Janata
regime allagations were made against relatives of the Prime
Mipister she dismissed therm in utter disregard of the Santhanam
Commiltee’s recommendations. |n contrast. Prima Minister Shri
Desai refeared the allegations against his son to judicial scoutiny.
it je only during the 23 months of the Janata rule that some efforts
ware made 1o stem this rot of moral decay.

¢ i@ not only the rulers or the political parties who are
cormogded by this decay. It really affects the entirc socicty. the
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bureaucracy, the indusity and the trade. Even the conmon man

. is affficted by it. Self-secking becomes the order of e day. The

notion thus suffers an erosion of moral stength and loses its
capacity 10 face difficulties. Y

It we want o0 overcome the present crisis, = first and
foremost condition 1 that moral values muost be mswred their
place in public Tfe, To identify 1these values we demst have 1o
look outside the coantry, Irrespective of caste, creed, language
region, &n avemage Indian cherishes deep respect for walues [ike
toferance, contentrment, simple living, hard work and Esstherhood.
Let us strengthen these .values and build a mew soeisty on that
bacie. OF comrse the modem context has to be Gept in view.
Pandit Nehso emphasized the use of science and techmology for
development. The netion has progressed oa that sscount. bt
langye sactions of the population have not besn benelidaies of the
peosperity achieved [nequalities hawve grown. The chasn batwaen
tha rich and tha poor hag widenad. Thesae distartions have to be
correcied, We can do this if we sccept Indian cultwdl values as

the basis for pregeess, and regard the individusl, pateularly the -

weakest individual, 85 the focal point of our dovelomental end-
eavours, Gandhijl, Jaiprakash and Upadivyaya had afl smessed this
sopeosch.  Htwae accoptance of this appreach whish during the
Janats regiree gave birth to schemes like Antyodaya asd Food for
Woek. .

Building 2 society of this kind free from expleitation and
discrimination and based on certain values is & shallenging
Bk, Merely invoking Gandhiji's name of meking pompous
declarations is not going o help,  An arduous struggl is called
for. We have 10 consciously organise the poor peasaely, Workers.
the Harijane, the tribals and other exploited sectionsof the popu-
kfion to thit end. [t is the organised strength of ¥hess sections
that can really bring abeut this new society. Mahstes Gandhis
struggle against the foreign governmen: derived considerable

i,

stengthy from the sucsess ha achieved i mobilising  Insse
SLCTEONS.

We can orgamise the people enly if we ara able 1o
esteblish our credislity in their minds. The people mas: fsel
conwinced that herz is @ pacty different from the crowd of =z
segkers who swamp the political stage, thal its aim is not sG=<-
haw to srveak into ofice and that its politics is bassd or caran
valwes and printipies

GARDHIAN SOCIALIEM

The Bharatiya Jansta Party hes accepted the conceptof
Gamdhian Socialism eirer dee deliberation. Gandhiji did aot
prepound any ‘ism 25 such.  But his views rovealed an integratad
apmroach to life end even to modern preblams.

Gangdhiji did not regard man only as an econcmic EzEg.
Lixa all our ancient soers, Gandhiji wanied man to strive forThe
fuldilment of not enly his mfiterial but also his spiritual resds.
Earlier, we had Swaml Vivekananda speak in tooms of a spirtusl
sorializm. The Bhagwad Gita refers to Samya Yoga. When the
.Ishawasya Upanishad remonstrates Against castind COVEIDUS eyes
.qm anothers wadth, it is oniy commemding a socisty based oa
amarigrena (nos-sccumulation), The adage, ‘Al land belongsio
Gopal' {84 35 =1/ ') also reflects the same spirit.  Every
gahoti {offering} 2t the yaina is followed by the chant (oennaman
{Thig is not mins). Here too, it i5 the same nor-accumulaive
g that is sitesssd.

There is a basic difference between Gandhian Socialism and
Miarxist Socialism. Gandhian Socialism starts with human values
a3 histarically evolved and tested and then attempts to reconstruct
the economic and social systams on the basis of these values. In

farxist ideology. on the other hand, human values sre made
swsbject to social relations. material conditions and conditions of
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priduction. Both Gardhism as well as Mamigm elaim 1o eng
explodtation of man by man. But Mamisl Socialism cannot tall
UE wiy it wants 10 do 50 unless it gets out of itself, whersds the
Daz premise of Bandhiji's philvscuby is that explioitation of map
by man 15 a viglztign of humen values.

The exploitaion of man by man has 1ot come on acoount of
avolution and pregress in human values, It is instead tho reselt of
loss of values dwring some phase of the pragress of the socis.
BConOmic SYSICE &nd the materizl forces  operating in that
eystem.  Gandhiar socizlism insists that if zconomie oxploitation
of man by mar is to beendsd it cannot be ended within any
viluz-pautral and so-called scientific social System; it cam be
stopped only thrmagh a valus system on which the changes in the
social cystem are to be siructurad as well es tested.

Marxisls argunablie 0 t2i 45 35 1o what will ‘heppen whan
Capislism i abolished. axcept that they will establish & classiees
socisty. In practice, however, somsthing far worse has been
happening where they have succedsd az their sysiem has  Ened
out To be fyramnical, dickatorisl ard destructive of  humen
wvalues.

hEarxists aref mery other so.ceVed scizntific socialists often
- desgribe Gandhif a3 amti-scienca.  This iz en ubfer travestyof

tiwthe Grndhiji's whaolz life was notiing’ But @ giand ssarch Fer
truth. And whit g =zienue if it i not & ssach for fruth 2 Bar
sciantific methoda crrnot be rpplied to.dhe 2@arch of man for his
inner self or hizs quest for undergtanding spiriwal reslity or the
reality of the mind, Gandhian eocislism emphasises the reality
of both the matenal &nd the spintveal, and it 13 onfy Bwough this
integrated way of logking at reslity that human wvalues can be
discovered.

Ancther basic difference between Merxist socialism and
Gandhizn socialism i over viclence. AN communist revolution

K

AR 1 Nt e

ek

i [ R -~

-

P R

-

REve come through vielence and. tragically, they have survived

by suill grester use of violerce against tRer own peopls. A

Ifarxist revolution eats s ows children.  Gangboi did not e

T the uze ofvinlence in cortain sduations bt ke Rad swaesid

Irmcian politicians that to roly on violemce == @ oinstrument of
sfcial &nd oolitical change or Tor sesulution vl cles: ca~lic wouid
LRimately b sali-defesting,

Yat another point of difference bubaween Wzrder views =ad
Gandhizn views i5 on tha question of rlighrisg or of pOveEr, to
Ve 'eh 1he orobdem of viokence is relioted,  Marsist soociiem coss
Tt poEzesE an independent thedry of the staie o oF distrBrion
off politcal power.  THet iz why Masdasts do net pslisve in cemao.
cragy. Although Gandhiji, like Mamx, belicvod in the ulnimgte
wi-inering sway of the Slate, he warmed against the dangar of the
Imrmense concantration of pawur in the hands ef the Siote without
2y couriervailing checks. Thursis differenco betveen Mancs
sme Canchkism slso with rogard 10 the peth and prousss oi this
withering eway.  In commurist courtries the s12ie pas acquirdd
more 27d more power and is now Using it againet its awn working
clags and the proletsrist in whose nems % rules.  Perant
hesppsenircs in Poland provids & glaring  examsle.

Gaocien Socialism regards dacentralicstios za the bazic of
it politicel system. In this (heéra 2re two =irssme of pelisioal
mmetitutions snd processes both running parailz! 1o cne angihen
Cn the onc hand there will Le institutions of rEorEsaniative
gerrocrscy =nd on Lthe other there will be institutions ol partici-
pstory democracy. Today 18 Indiz there is no Qemocratic partici-
gatian below the level of Parliament znd Stete legislatures. All
PCWEIs VESt in the bureaucracy. Under this system, therefore, it
= not possible to nvalve people i the efforts for netional recons-
truction and 1o make them feel responsible for shaping their own
chestinfes. Panchayats and District Boards zhould be givan resl
powers and adeauate financial resovrges,  Their avtomromy should
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iifution and should not E-I: at the

BWe ouzramieed by the Ton
avsrrm .

pulfes —ce of the STale Govs

izl bogies can be of seniice not only to
ais0 5o one another and can ba linksd
with t=¢ higher bodies  These institutions which Gandhiji ussd
10 descoibe 2= focel republics con play § valuabla “"f im curbing
autheiigran tendencies 2nd trends

Trese and other
their owm mesmoers bot

Cardhian socizlis— i3 totaliy against stalz manopoly of
econneie power while ir conenunist countries sociadism has be-
crlMie EVnonyImaus Witn =2o0 S1aTE monapoly. Concesnlration of
¢ pecnomic power B0 the hamds of tha S&ate have meds

i

polizz &=
COTARETGISE Egamas Ut
humeresme. b goder to prewvent conceniration of econGmic powss
cithes in the hands of 1h2 State or ip the hands of a few indivi-
dusis wee hsvs W arcapt 2 decentralisad voongeny.  Both commi-
pisem =5 well 35 copitalizm have genarated @ new kind of inecugs
lity, irfamarity, violencz. selfishnass, greed, umestraingd con-
irmer st and ilenatian.  Gandhiji's dea of trusiecsiiip poin=sa
third a3y o the world. It can .mbibe good points of both cepi-
taliss and communism while rejecting their bad paintz.  If socisty
i3 m hemomiss the interests of consumers, producers. the state.
- pwmers of property and 1350w, [0ining in & CoMEON crdeavour,
hen 1na¥ e no other al7erostive eXCepT tru ste s

Gandhiji's concapt of trastaeship clna&g P deperﬂ sy

on & gend sanse of thoss w ho are in pnwm It% resf :mpunancﬂ

canis widersiood ooly 10 the confjext of institutional changsee a=2

orgerisad peaple’s pawer. i

It is o pity that we = tndia never sariously med 10 translate
this idea into aclion -.-.rh:rc.:: soma olher countries such as UK

" have stemted experimenting wilh it

I i 1947 India had decided 1o numunlhrlaandlimp!&
wra may pechaps have been spared the terrible crisis we are having

g

w1y Teprassive and antithetical to socialist
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o confront at the mament.  Even after 33 y'eur.s_' of devalopment
and planning poverty continues 1o grow, inequalities have be-
came sharper, and fhe wnemployment problem has become
explosive. If we had evolved an indigenous pattern of develop-
ment in conformity with our genius and requirements ang having
regard to our homan apd material resourees we would rat have
been in our presemt plight. As it iz today we are having to
suffer the worst features of both western capitalism and Soviet
planning,

-

: Fact is tlial cagstaftism and communiam are twin-brotbars,
Ons deniss cqusl'ty, the other freedom ; and hoth dery fratermnity.
In 2nite of their spactacular achievements, both cepitalism and
comMmunism are showing signs of ditay. Communiet countriss ars
developing greater &nd greater inagqualities. In capitalist countries
ar the other hand attempts are on 1o abridge freedom,  Thereis a
terment In the world in seerch of & third akernative.  Protagonists

of both cepitalism s waell as communizsm find themssives face to
face yviith problems which cannot be answered within thcoir own

Systems.

Quiside netional frontiars also, there dnes pot Soem tobe
any great iiffferencs betweon. capitaliet  snd Marxist  attitudes.

Blarcizt powers have proved no less expansionfst than :h.a gapi-
talist countries.

The Bharata Janata Party will mobilise a natigal campeign
te have Gamdlizn Sceialism zcesotad as a Third Alternativa.

POSITIVE SECULARISM e

Since ancigmt tdmes, the State in India has always baen
regarded as secolar. The concept of theocratic State is alizn o
Endiian raditions and Indian political thought. ~Truth is. one but
wise men dascribe it in different ways” i¢ 2 boliet fundamentl to
our thinking. The State has pever discriminated betwsen follo-

- wpers uf FIEEI‘mnt faiths. A very nalural oulcome of our commit-
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rent o the concept of “Sa-va :}ham-.";:;r'_ Samaobfuea”
1847, when we beosse ndegendant, . wa rasolvad (o sef up a
poditical system in which fofioerses of all meligions would have the
same place, Thore weould Be no Class | citizens  and Class H -

wias 1har in

citizens. The fanefizism and tenmons that prevoiled at that time
did not detér us from s tssofve, because doing anything else

would have been regugnart toour trad-tions and cubturs.

Derrorracy ard secefarizm’ are inseparable. A state et
digcriminates betfwesr are oitizon and another an grounds of -
their faith, which dossnot ezt them equalky, cannot claim to be
tewly decracraric besause onz of the cardiog] principlas on whdch
democracy is bezad is cqueiy of &l citizens,  Our commiTment
ta Secularism, therefesa, is 35 fundzmental as aur commitment ta
Damocracy.

Atmong theess sstambled at thiz convention, thera ars thous
sands who in 1975-76 put un a valrant Saht in defence of deomd- .
eracy. They underwess 21 kings of sufferings, Several coll=aguss
of ours betame MmariyTs = 13t siruggle, Today, wa can only oFfer
them our respactful lomsge

"It iz 3 matter of regrat that over the years Congross polices
"%V, have distorted the comcept of Secularism. (t has come to be
' identificd simply with protctian of intsrasts of religious minari-
ting. - Indead, very oftsn 3=cdarism Decomas ooly 3 tespocratils

gab far appoasemant of nzoaw commanal or ssctional interests.

Mo doubt prorzcron ol mnarity interesis s an imporiant

agpoct of seculansen.  Bul in s totality, secularism s @ mueh

wider =nd a morc positive contepl.  As indicated sarlier, it cons-
titutes the bedroct of democracy. It i also @ guarantes of !
n.ﬂinnalismam:ﬁ Rafibnal WtegEetiom. o , |
u.".,,,,_w- nhmummmmﬁ nuwl:rlsm ﬂu:a.!-_- 2ol
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subscribes to.  tn the Indian background, we gan claim 1o have 3
0
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established a fruly secubar Siate oniy if we are able tg ipstit in
every citizen, irrespective of his relgon. casle, region or fangu-
age, a sansa of Indian-rsess whien ! Belieove exists im atl owr
countrymen and which nesds to b2 aesiduously curtered amd
strenghsned.  This Indizn-ness 5 23z32d on avalue system wWe
have derived from tndin culture -6 teditions. This value-system
has developed out of a symbes's of divergent experiences of
various sections of the pomuiation ovsr the cenmturies.  This pro-
ceszs of synthesis amd Farmonizafsp most oontinee, aed Al
teligions in the country can soniributz Towserds making ool citi-
rcrs baetter Indians, and alt indizns zener human beings.

TWELVE MONTHS (}F FAILURE

Twalve months have gone by, Bot in Dalhi, the Gowvernmcnt
that works is stilf nowhere in Sight.

There is a Parliament, of courss. 15 winrer session has just
ended. By putiing itz seal of sppoa 3 10 Ordinances in 24
days,it has set up a new record. Tns Houses have been kepe sifting
till past mid-night i ardasr to pass Black Bills lie 1he Mational
Security Bill.

On the 14th August, 1947, Peadit Nehru had said in the
Constituent Azzembly - A1 the stokz of the midnight hour when
the world sleeps, brdia will @wake 1o if2 and freedom.”

On 22nd Decamber, 1880, wron tha Rejva Sabha, uefiberatirg
1. 1.00 A M. passed fhe National E;;_..h,. E||J somenne could
weall havs chsorved ; ~While all bz s aslzan, e siected repre-
sentatives of lhe puopls. instsad of devising Ways to  gusrantes
them Two sguere meals, are Emgweﬂ in forging new chains to
enslave tham

The Supreme Court also is therein its place. in the Minsna

. Mills case, it once again reafiiimed that there arg in our Constitu-
“tion some basic features which may ot he tinkared with by

1
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Parlament  But Coweamen o2l et to have this verdiet SCrAp-
ped.  The Suprome Court s being depitied ay 8 roadblock on the
path of progress. Quitz 3 iew vatoncies one ko Besch ' remain
unfilted.

The Press gesersily iz 2lve to itz respoasibifties. The
demnoniac blinding o wwdertrss e Bhagalpur may net have come
to light if The Aalen Exorszs gnd Sunday had nol shown the
enivrorse ond boldness 1o cagese these misdueods,

Howewor, the aswzpzoe world 15 geippod by an snarticulat-
ed loar—ibe Yeer of nonzeozz-ces thet can follow nen-sonformist
writirg.  The gheme o neaszspsr offeces in Doangalor, and the
mass 12pa, and mumder §f ChoEtirand, wile of juumstist Mahapatrs
of Qricsa, convey =0 cminowt Sgnificance that cannot he missed
If tezarre happenings soch 25 these &g oot sulfcicet o keop

the press io bne, Mew Deltl s slways willing to wse its anm-twist-
.ing. z&ills  againstpress beroes tofiz the nawspapers.

Lbuse of govern—engs! =adia, siech as radio and television,
Fas now transgroseed 3¢ boesds of decency, The role of radie
arigd tefevision durpg the yes: hes made uttcr nonscnss of govarn-
ment's pretensions about ¢emocrscy.  Our shortsighied ruters do
not sEsm o realise thet once These media-lose credibiley with the
people, they cannat ta etfesyve even as rdrorebestecs of the
ruling party. 3 task they havs shaméelessly undertakan. '

I Mew Dalhi tpszv, tm=r215 a Government ; but there i no .

admimsmagion. There is & Zrora Mhaister ) bul one who has log
her grp. . The Segserzrist = thare 2% always | bar e service
seem stuck by parbyss a5 T weare, MNp decisions ama boing tukeon.
Mo ons i willing t oan ressonsibility. - Ministars wea 3 penme
nent look of nervoesness, atways fesrful of the houwr when they
ton might be shows the bopt hike Kamilapati Tripathi. The buvess-
cracy is demoralised. end feels apprehensive lest for being upright
in the periormence of their Gulas sy might have 10 sulfer humi-

~liathon or ewven mmn'iﬂt-iﬂlfi CBI Shri HL ﬁlﬂh I'I;;Iiil« u SR

‘uffer.” : ot
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The rewwarding of Minisiers and  ofbcers whno had debased
and disercdited themesives dunng the emergency has had 8 very
unhealthy cHect on the endire admimistration. Victoary in elections,
which nedurally depends on many factors and circumstances, cannat
wash  away the cateagorcally pioved conclusions of (he Shah
Commission noe convert the stinking ssgéndal of Marcti into a
manumeant of goed conduct.

Diuring the last 12 manths the immers! orucass of defections
prompfed by selfishness and fust for powsr hea ¢ antinued unabated.
Instzad of m.'ingr 1o kalt this, the ruling party 125 2eer unabashe-
dly engaged in ming ta sedecs g carrupt Fotentisl floor-cms-
sie. © Ae g rezalt, tha sirasdy soilad rogaiaton of politicians has
been further. tarnished. More distressing sull, the Sary system
itsslf has been seriously undarmined.

When the Atsam Aszombiy wag places under “susperded
amination’ the Cong (1) had enly 8 fegislstors. Now the party has
56. 1t may be noted that this sccretion of sirzngth hag teken
placa during o period whan the youth of Assam were immoersed in
a life and death struggle to sowe ther State frem toreign infilra-
tiori. Their struggle continuss even today but the LCentre is
unable to provide any . solution.

A large section of the paople in Marzcabad feel convinced
that they can receive Ng praisction from the P.AC, The Bluagalga
police alzso secits 1o baievs that by bhinding cndeftrial prisoners
they heave anly effectivels discharged their duty of curbing ocrime.
Tha stripping of 3 woman in Beghpat by 1he police and porading
haf naked in the strects was shameful, but even mora disturhing is

. the fact that hundreds of people watched thie outrage in mute

halplassness. All these heppenings aro pointers not meraly of
gdministrative falure or of a decline in social consciousness; they

‘indicate a wirwl distintegration of our institutional framework

Some political anglyats have described the sifustion az “a civilisa-
tional crigia™.
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Whatever be the epithet used to describe this crisis, theea
is no doubt that this £risls i unprecedented. . The fading chadsna
of ona indbdidgsl, toe influence of a party crackirg up with
dizsensions gnd 1ne batiersd prestige of government are cerialy
in no position 1o curmount this crisis.

Pagsla who sdvosate adeption of the presidential systemin
plave of ooz prescet parlimenlay democracy 33 8 penacea for these
His ars citnes Too!ls of knaves. Im most casss M is the [atier ces-
cripthan which wauld it

Taixs gbodt o “Frasident for life” and an “eleciad judiceny™

- 8re not the fanciss of, en individugl, The are indices of & deep

eonspiracy which aims at parpstuating the bold on the State sfgui-
rad by the pressni rolers with the heln of negstive wotes, if dhese

desigris succesd, India would cease o boa  republic.  Tis.

CoONEpiany must be sxoosed and frustrated before it can restai-
alise.

=i

ELECTORAL REFORM -

An amslysis of the 1380 elaction resulls woubd show Hat
cnce again 4 ety thal Rikd to secure the support of the meainty
of efeciors has succeaded in capturing power. o the lastEok
Sabha clectiors the Cong. (i) aecured 351 esste out of 525, bt
in terms of votzs the Cong {1) got anly 42.56%% of The votes cast.

Indsed, 1t 3 ons of the major quirﬁs of our election Spstem
that undsr thes sysism, on the basiz of Mingrity woLes 3 pard is
sbiz 1 ssoure a0 overwhelming mafieity of seals. Right siece
1952 there has been nobasingls elaction in which the winsng
party has bean abls 10 securs the support of 2 majority of the
elaclors. Evan the Janata Party, whan it won the alections in 1577,
got only 43.067, volea.

This tystem yields odd reselts, In 1977 the Jangta Parly
gecined A3.08% woles bot on that basis got only 2909 sssts,
whareas In 1571 with @most the same voiing percentagethe
Cong (1} was able 1o gat 350 seats. Then again in 1980, with
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42.56%, votes the Ceag (I} managed to get GE.BG™ seats
whereas in 1977 with e higher pell percentage of 43.06%) the
Jansta could get only 58 80% seats in Parliamant. Critics of this
sydlom im Britaim faws said thet this system makes slentions a
big gambia. :

: g ls evidend thet undar this systom the people's will b5 not
faitly reflected in the legisfatures. The ‘massive mandata” Gragoed
aborr By winning garties is gererally  illusor,. These parties
reprefent onfy & mimority of tha popofaca. Monethaless, by wirtua
of their legislstive maonty, momenlous decisions sre dakapin
lagislatures, Laws &2 chenged. o constitution is redicelly over-
bauled bul majouly swclicn bazind these changss i3 reailw,_r.lr-
missing. i

[t is imperative that stectoral reform fa wndarfaken wroznthy.
In place of the present majority system of elections that we have,
wia shoutd adopt soms veziation of tha List System, a sysiam that
has besn worked succsteinl’y by mdst European democzacies. The
biggest Eld'.fﬂ!'I‘EEgE-E-"i' the List Syctem is that it would politicia
ihe electorste, mexe them think in terms of party palizies and
programmes and shus mmimise, if not eliminate, the witisting

simfleence of cett™ and community that presently dominites the

thinking of the average voter, "Above afl, the List System will
stabilise the party svstom which under the present system remaing
in a state of parpesesl Fux. It will not make slsctions the kind of
gamble they nresenily a=. Parties woold be  represanted in
Parliament and “the Smate Legislatures broadly in propertion to
their sctual support in the people. No doubt, the majarity systam
has =ome sdvanisges. Dne person representing 0ne constitesncy
can hbetter attand 10 the developmentsl needs of that consti-
ancy. West Germany haz. ticd to combine the pluz points of
both the majonity Systomt and the List system and has cvolved
whal is known as tha Mixed System, It would be of adwantage
parhaps [ we adopt the List System for Lok Sabha elections and
the Mixed Systam for State slections.
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A Joint Parliamertary Committiee :}i‘-"' Eloctoral Beforms
constituted in 1573 had recommendoed that an experts body
should be gppointed 10 uxamina’ the feasibilily of adopting the
List systern in India. It is & mane? of regret that thers has bean
no follow - up w0 this recommendation yeb in this respect tha
Jamata Goveromant alzo cannot be ebeolved of Wame. Tha Janeta
Government did, however, approve  of several other far reaching
electoral refarms, such as puglic fimancing of elections. and had
decided to dizcoss i18 propraszls with Oppositioa Pargics Sefore
initisting nezessary legistution inthal réowd. | cemand that the
Cxperts Commities suggested by the Parliamentary Commities
earfiar should be set up without delay, =ad that e proposals
drawn up during the Janata regime be implemznied. :

The growing influence of monay powsr in  aleations has
abways been & matter of concem but lately this problem has
scquirad cangergus dimansions, Morey et only From indigenous
enurcgs hut frorm foreiopn sources 35 well i6 feported ta be playing
- hawat with our slectioas. In osfer to coatain the comoding
influence of money power at the polls the following measyres
should be sariously considered i—

fi} Electicn expenses should be regarded a3 a legitimate
r:har-ga on tha public excaequer. Poldical partres should
be miver grants oo th2 basiz of wotas sscursd h*,.-' thiam
in the preceding elactiong, Candidatez nhn::: E!I'El anle to
szva thir security deposit chiowld be eniitled 1o reimbur-
gament by 1he State op o the mkdmum limitn of expendi.
ture parmitted. i :

(it) The expanditurg incurrad by a pefly OR aay candidata'a
election should be added o the candidate’s own
BUDEMERE,

{iii) There should be 2 ceiling on the expenditure wﬁmh
political parties can legitimately incar.

(v} There should be a fimit also to the akiemal pops of
publcity used by a party such 85 newspaper advartisgs
ments, posters, leaflats, atc.

(v} The secounts of political partias should be subject to
statulony audit.

(vi} A= recomended by the Tarkunde Committes the Elsction
Commission should be a multi-member body, and voting
age must be raduced frem 271 0 18 yoars,

The Jénata Governmert had taken the hisioric step of allow-
ing &l recopgnisad pnlujtin:.q! parties the uze of radio and elevision
during-the elections. Thera is need of luther sxtension of the
facility given, A stheme of p-':ﬂ-i-.ti:l::ﬂl boadeastz also, apert from
elaction broedcasts, should ba drawn up,

! faal thed therc is @ case for compulsary vobing in India.
We heve had 7 General Eleciions till now but the number of such
+elestors who hava never vated or who have been  gengrally indif-

" ferant o eisctions i$ still lonion. The 1320 Lok Sabha elections,

like the 1577 eleclions, wore contested on aomae wvery grucisl
imsues. Euf out of 3540 crore voters.only 20.13 crores exencized
thair right of franchise. This medns that more than 15 crome voters
did not g< o the polling booth.  In coveral democraties woting iz
compulsory. . -

FOREIGN POLICY

- By making foreign palicy a plaything in the game of politics

the presamt government hoas soriouly endermined the national
consenses that had developed on foreign policy during the last
thres cecades.

. In 1977 the Janata Party had fought the Lok Sabha elections
Wm:ﬂr on domestic issues, and so, after winning the

m elactions, Md tha need for continulty in forsign policy.
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In 1980, however. the Congress () dragged foreign policy into
the Hlﬂiu-:'l_ﬂtrﬂ and made it a major plank in these elactions.

I Indig’s relatiors with its immediate neighbours have sud-
denly mmed sour, the roots of this development heve to be traced
to speshes delivered during the election campalgn i which T
was s, ‘Even small rsighbours of ours #e behaving amoganty
with ps’

By pursuing & policy of good neighbsurtiness and mutwzlly
beneficial bilateralis tos Janata Government had for the firs
timie in 30 years succesded in cresting a climate of trust and cond-
donce @ this region.

Bat row by reverting to the pardier Big Brother attiluds
towards these neighbowring countries the new government has in
twelve months wiped off all the gains of the earlier period. The
charge is baseless. my=n melicious, that the Janata Government, in
order fewin the goodwill of neighbouring countrics, has sacrifized
vital nationa interestz. “The Salal Agreement with Pakistan wes
entered fato on exactly the samea terms as our predecessor govern-
ment wanted to Secwre, but could not. On the question of
divisios of Ganga waters, while in 1975 ouwr treaty with Bangls-
desh gawe India only 19000 to 16000 cusecs of water, the treaty
finalised by the Jansiz Gowernment ensmed augmrtﬂﬁm o
water spply to 20500 cusecs. ;

By acquiescing in USRA's military imervention in Afghani-
stan, which now has become virtuy) occupstion of Afghanistan by
Soviet Russia, the Govamment of Indiahis tamished the country’s
image = world over, and has Isolated Indis completely from the
rilu;ﬂming countries, the non-aligned nations and the kslamic

d
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The joint statement [ssued at the end of Soviet! Presiden
Mr. Erezghnev's recent visit to India says not & word about
Afghanistan. India’s silamca in this regard is ewen maore elegquent
than its earlier equivocation.

Govarnment’s decision to r.E-::ngniEE- the Karpuchean regimes
propped up by the YVietnamese army iz withowt any princigled
justificatipn, This decigion also has created sedous misgivings

. gboaut the indepandence of India's foreign policy. panicularly in

the ayes of South East Asian countries.

It would not bt out of plece to I:|'n|E|nti1:rn here that even
while pusuing =fforts to normalise relations 'd-llh China. the
Janata Governmeni naver hesitated to mndﬂmt‘: Chiness agares-
gion on Vietnam. Aggression is aggression, sespective of
whether the victim is Kampuchea or Vietnam, India cannot afford
10 have double standards in such matters.

_Independent Observers cannot be Blamed if they infer that

. Indo-Soviet freendship is gelling transformed isto Indo-Soviet

glignment The entire Indian peopls, all politic2 parties in the
country, appreciate the wvalue of Moscow's friendship snd would

_like o see it strongthaned. During the Janata segime, despite

misgivings in certain guarters, these ties of friendship did hecome
deepar'and metwrer. But making Indo-Sowviet ties meaningf 4 and
fruitful is one thing and allowing the impression o grow thay in
respect of world events, Indizg has no  strategic percepron
distinct from that of the USSR, is quite anothar.

Soviet Russia’s armed intervention in Afghanistan and the

_reaction to thiz of America and its allies has preciptited in this

l';.,g_rt of the world a situation which should have prompted both
‘India and Pakistan o forget the past snd try W opena new
- chapter in Indo-Pakistan relations. It is a matter of regrot that the

<y Fﬂdum-hﬁ':gﬂ-iﬂ-uwhu have always been our ﬁnflh N
.M newar_going to forgive us’ fnr"uurilm“ “di"aiii' * ‘%«
mhmm%Hmtﬂmntmm

: ___}namiphhuhfnummuiu has allowed a historic opport-
""*-  unity to'slip by.

e

19

b o T TH



I‘akmtdn -:lught io |J:1r|=rst.;|n:| that - 1hi 1hraa1: ta, :t.. E.;.,urn':-' i
= p-:lsed by lu. presance. of 5{:"-'1:.:1: tru-upa just I:ua'g,rclnd the Khyber =
" Pase cenrct b met sirply by, tr.rlng to grab arms dmj armam pitE-;

from whergwa itcan. Sl W AT

3o - . _'.\,-_ X
e pa L R ]

India tcn:u rnus-t reslise thiat, it i lg in Tnu:has .3-,,.-,-[-_ m,nregt that =

thl:rEl should be a strong E|I'|E| stahlc I-‘ah:m.;m I:bE-Iw-:t}n India and

UESH 85 = Auifar. .|'-"|.I'|'|.' TF-mr}hlrﬂn ta ‘tEI:l:EI advantage t::-l' F‘th"‘HI'I 5.2

. present dlffncultleg CEN N t!1-:,- |4:mr,-L FUn prave vary mstly 10, |n|:||.;:|
herge:f : 2 s Vg - i

“The Governmert of India should - tske an  initiativa to
overcome the séthick in our _ra[atiu:u'ni;'wi_th Pakistan. When BJP
Yica-president . Shri Jethmalani visited Pakistan a- feer montis
beck in carinection with problems of Afghan refucees, Prasident
General Zia told him in tha presengs ¢l the Indian Amlm ssadar 1o

_Pakistan thet Pakistan is egresable tn . having a no-wear pact with’

!"|l::|la.=l We should hzva pursued this matter from 975 point
onwsards, Vs should alsa take steps to resuma talks with Peliag
at high level,

_ rI‘I- the fEIEIt dEtLrlﬂ-mtlng rntarnatlcmak n[luatlum |nd:a can
- play ameanmgful role . only - §f.it. exurem&dansulf cloatly - and

unhasitatingly against any annmanhmam upon the freedom af -

.r'ﬂ[l':i'rl-h.- any violation nf trantiers, and _ any mtarfamnu:e in tha
_internal affairs of other pecples.. India should show some mnrar
.strangth wven in intemationg! Telations. Sk S

IN SEARCH OF EXCUSES

Ta cover. up its dismal failure on: ‘all fronts: - the . Government
i 5 resorting - to awvar ' new ex:um . The first Bix I'I'fimtl'lhwma

il “'E'ﬂ iﬂ‘l mnnuas are bu:ng pﬂamd w|tl] tha Jllm-ir}ﬁll
SR e '

P o+ whiled away with the refrain that ths train u-f ad'.mmlsnahnn‘had': '_
; been derailed . and phughad rr|I:u|:| aarthjurlﬁg Eﬂ,mﬂﬂlhﬂ of. 'ﬂ'lﬂ i
e 103 _;,;JAI'IMH Iui-'t anl:iLihaf It will, taka tln‘|.-|,=,~ m put it back ngﬂfgl;u r.*::ls.}

o L

tian with Its disruptionist tactics, is nat allowing the Governmeant
te function,

Thoea wha mis-:u a hue and cry at some stray incidenis of
chain-aneteqing in Delhi during the Janate days sre now induiging
in lagal hair eplitting to prove daylight deccitivs a5 mers robberies.
Thazz wihao liusled stones at me as 3 protest against delay in the
arreat af Billa end Menga, are now mum aver the failure of the
police 0 trace the murdersrs of Joisinghani, uncower the mysiery
of Mrs. Purnima 3ingh's Jdeath and hawt vp all the criminals

responsible far the murder of the Nirankan Bats, -

Tha incidents of Piora ond Paresbigha in Bibar wore no less
psinful than thet of Bslchi. But tha Prime Minister did rof care
to go there sven in a helicopter wheresas sha wont riding on an
plephant 1o Belchi. She dismissed (ke WP Government on the
izsue of Marainpur hut she -efused to accept the resicnetion o
her aven Chiel Minister whose Covernment facd f,=|'-|=-.1 to pras
wart tha ki |I|r|'J gl husdreds st Marsdabad, Todsy she s never

tired of blaming the voposition for making political capital aut of

wvery incident. But she seems to have corveniently  largotten
what she had herself sald at Merainpur that, if the Governmond
commits & mistzke, whye shouldn’t the opposition explatt it

KiSAMN STRUGGLE

The present wave of mass agitetions in various parts of the
coundry is in fact a spantaneaus phenomanon.  The As3EM Bgita-
tion against infiltration of forzigners, which iz mone than 3 year
ald now, has surpassed sven the independence struggls in paint
of its sween and the mess support and cooperation thet it enjoys.
It is a natlonal endeavour expressive of the determination of the
youth force to protect the teritarial integrity of India and the
identity of Azzam. It has nothing to do with political parties or
partizan politics,

The movements being run by the Kisans in Karnatuka,
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faharashira, Guiarat, Madhya Pradosh ¢te, 16 pet their demands
acpapted, are zlao not inspired by politico! partics. Kisana belong-
iy o all parties, acluding the ruling party, 2re participating in
thiz fight.

In fact, the economic coned tian of the peasantry has dstero-
rated owver the yaars. The costs of npus like fertllizers, Irrigation,
slectricity, divsel, seads, eto. have goene G but the income from
the produce has not increased proportionafely.  1he snaring prices
of non-ugricultusl goods have alsa kit them badly because they
@re consumers also.

The figures of rural indebtadress are startling, Only a few
yeErs aga, the overdue debts amountod to Rs. 760 crores. Now
they have risen 1o HGO0 crares.
agriculturisis ara in dekt.

The Aharative Jenala Porly considers the farmsi™s demand
of remueerative prices for agricuitural commoditles as complataly
justitied and suppacis it fully,

An long es s proper oretio s ot established bedweasn the
orices of sugarcens end sugar, cotton and cotton textiles, grownd-
net and wanaspet oil, juts and  jute masufactures, etg., the
caploitation of producers of rew materials will eastinue and the
manufacivrers of indusiial goods will go on making ‘exorbitant
prafits. 73 ;

The price of cotton cloth has trebled in the last few yesrs,
but the price of cotton has gone duwn,  The famove Varlakshmt
cotton of Andhra which fetched Rs. 1200-1500 per guintal, has
now slumpad 10 Fs, 500, The cast of jute produciion is Rs. 182
per tonne whereas the officially fixed price is only Rs. 130 per
tarng.

The Andhra Government had fixed 1!.15“ paddy support price
al Az, 105 per gquintal but the farmers hed to dispose it off at Rs.

22

Moreover, 85 porcent of the

t

73 per quintal for lack’ of priopsr purchass arf.r:ngenfen'rs by govarn-
ment agencies. - This aituation holda good at other places and for
other craps as well.

The Agriculturel Prices Commission fas Tailed in-its purpasza.
It should ke dishanded snd & neae hode set op In ite plaes o
dotermine tha cost of agricultural produce by taking iWla Sons de-
ration the prices of industrial goods a5 well a5 the sQariing cost
of living af the: Kisens and their neads.

The farmer has now rissn iram centuries of sloth and igoo-
rance ta claim his dos. He shoold ha given credit for making the
cauntry eelf-sufflicient in fondgraing and seving forzign oschanrge
wearth billions,  The sttempt 1o create a rify in the Kisan mov ement
on the basis of bidg anrd small farmers ar be':'xv&en the rural produ-
ceroad e osben eonsemer will not succsed. The awakening
croated by the mavement m the coustryside will also bensfiz tha
landlzss |abourns,

Thi Governmuer: should toke the Tsamers inwe confidence and
chalk aut a timebound programme o daulls The foodgrsing pro-
ducticon, Thee waorld 15 lkesly 10 sviler Feom tead sharisgs o a
long time. Heweever, Indig has the capacity ta become a leading
exparter in this respect.  This potantial should be fully utilis:d.

ASSAN MOVEMENT

Aczam iz burnlng. & conflagration Bes boen réging thers
for the last one year. The peopbe of Assam s besaming siran-
gers in their own Stete because of lerge seale infiliration of foreign
gitizens. This process hos bBoen going on for decades, T orecall
having drawn the Government's atiendion to this maiter in 1957
after Being elected to the Lok Sabha for the first time. | had then
wermed 1hal the sitcation would ke an explasive turn if no
gffactive remedial sieps wene taken to prevent such intiltradion,
put the Goverpment failed o realise the sedowsnsas of the
problam.
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Thie rmizgnituzde af the foreigner's pleblem is pot small, as the
powars-that-be try Lo depict B o 1878, duriag the Janata sula,
in fangsldoi Lok Zabha constituency alone <7600 nomess af
foreiconets were deteczed in the woters’ 1'st. Belween 1857 and
1870, thirs has been an snorease of 12 lakh names in the woatses
list af Assam, but betwesn 1870 and 15973, the Increase has been
ul the ordar of 28 lakh naw votars.

Cus to the altitude of the Ceniral Government durirag e
lazt bwelve months, the Assam problem has hecome morg compi-
catad. Somstimes the Govsrmment fries 1o give it the colgur of

O BsnEmusy versUs non-Asstmeseand somotimes i fesaris o 1th

policy of bringing abaut a vonfrantaticn botwoon the Assamose
and tha Bencgalis. et again. it fries to muke 114 Hindu-%uslim
questivn. Rul it alwsye reluses to ses e forglgners’ problzm

in che atate inits real o,

Azzary iz a fractier province, i bas its ceagraphizal - irpnor-
sance ard iram she military poml of wiew s the gaiewsy of
hmris. Full of sgenie chamm, it is reh i oil, mingrals, vegetation.
veater and sorings. It has o rich culliral fueritage.  But tocay's
Asear s poor, deragarded, exploited and cursad.  Assamcsa
peopie biarne the Cantre Tor thair bacwwardanss.  They alao comps
lair of cal ous aititude towserds their lenguage and Bsntene.

Ao ooorosult of sewaral reunds of tatks h':-.'..-:cn ”n" L“.-Br't"“'

Government sl leaders al the mowemant, diffesences hawi

already narrearsd and now the deadiock contres round the futun

of fereigners coming batweun 1961 and 1871, The Govarmment E

nas rE':l-"J-." tm apdtla Hhem o pleirie the State, wenoros the 'II‘I1..-\.ICII'I

lenders do nol cansidsr it Inasinle and dosirable ta pul the entire

burden on their Stata,

Boch sices should solten their sulf stand and adapt ar Wi
madia in relation to the identification andd daletion of the names
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of these wha entered the atats bafween 1351 ard 1974, The
question whether such people shauld be allowad o lva in Assam
ar settled in gthr States should e left to the new Governmens
elected an the basis of a new votor's list.

The presont governmeant in Assam hes bean formed ta fulfill
2 conetitutions] chlination. Qut there is no constitutionzl and
moral proprietary or expedisncy in continuing it. Hence, it shou!d
be dismissed immediarely.

The mzss movemant of Assam cannot Bo suppresEsd with
bullats or agusts. 15 is suicidal to deel with 2 imovemest, with
which almost every Assamess man. woeman and child is emoeticnal-
P lirked, as a puraly law and order issue. The path of segression
is not the path of peace

The resporsihiicy for the present sitestion in Assem rasts
on those political leaders wha, oot of szlfsh motive, not anly
wrned g Blrd aye wo forsign infiltration, but veirde alan guilty of
Locoltaging it The saul of Aszam s already hessl with many
wouncs, The rest of India. hy its indifferenas and the cantral
!*5'9"—"3"-'""1'Fe by ita short-gightedtess, should not commit tha ein of
itz complete destruction,

ECONOMIC SITUATION—1977 and 1980

The reaponsibility for the presunt economic crlsls in the
country lias squarely on the policiss, or zhsencn of policies, of the
prosent Govarnmant,  In China, they have a habit of naming thair
yedrs. Ons is ralled the Year of the Moon, another the Year of
i Lion, and 50 on. 14 we were 10 cmulato their prectics, Smit.
Gandhi’s firet year in office would be remembered as the Year of
tha Snail. Mething moved duting the year. It was 2s if time had
stood still.  In contrast, the Janata Government's twn yoars wiere
raally y=ars of the Gallaping Horse |
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The worst aspact of this cconomic stagnaney iz that the
Government did not even knew thet things had stopped moving.
Finance Minister Veskataraman kept on changing his figures. - He
began by saying while presenting his disastrous budget—that
industrial oraduction would go up by 8 ta 10 percent.  He has
now admitted that it may be no more than 4 percent. - As wsuzl.
he ig wrang. In fact, industrial production may e just 2 percont
more fan last vear, :

Ong of tha meix election planks of this Governiment Wwes :
curbing inflation. But the only two things that have gone wp during
thu Congress regime are prices, and the share market. Everything
else has beengoing down and down.  Guring the-Janats regime,
netionsl income went up by 6.2 percent.  This voar the increases
may not ba more than 3 per cent. Industiial production durvy
the Jensla regime was 5.5 ser cent a vear. This yaar it will be less
then twa per cent. Again <uring the Janata regime. [rices were
stabilieed, ths increase was only nominal. This vEar taew have
gune up by 20 percent, and are stitl gaing up.

Tha Prims Ministar says she had handed to the Jansts Sovern.
ment a gaund econumy but thar the Janata mada & messa of it. She
forgats that there wis a draught in 1978-77, a year before Jansts
Lame to power.  Then, there was a draught  |ast year,  Even.than

we did very well and the sconomy expandad. * Now itis the other
vy racnd, i

A good economy almost slways results in good forcign
axchanga raservies, During the Janasta vears, the reesrves went up
Dy Rs. 2350 crores and when we lolt the Government the reserves
stood & A3, 5Z0C crores. Since them they have bean coming
down by as much as MHs, 800 crores per year. The nmation’s
wiaalth is bsing squandared.

Ve hear & great deal these days about the %ixth plan. The
Plenning Commission boasts of havipg deawn up the plen in a
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jiffy. Actuzlly, all they heve done is to chop and chenge tha old
plan prepared by the Janata and present it a5 2 new plan. -That is
cf course excusable. But what is going to happan now, and which
can never be condoncd, 5 that tie Plan itself will be scrapped, ba-
causa the way the prices are going up the Flan will be no mom
than a paper doll,

® Let us not delude gursalves into thicking that India is emong
tha top ten irdustrial countrizs of the world, Why should a biy
country like lncdia be amang the ton ten, and not amang the tap
five? Tha world iz moaving aheod much faster than we are, Even
smell countrigs like South Rarsea hawe left us far behind. A nation's
goonomy is liks a man an a bicyels: if you stop peddaling, you fa'l
down. This Gowvernment stopped peddaling long 2go, and is about
1o fall.

AT THE CROSSRCADS

Howeowor, one peed nal be  ovzrmuch  conssmned  2bout the
question whathsr this Governmant will falt or survive. 0 o demog-
oy, Govarnmants will come énd Goverrments will go. Tha
pertinent question really is: will India be able to face the present
challunges successfully on the basis of its walug-system and ba
able to build o rew future far itself ?

Friends, the situation iz grave. The couniry is ance again
standing et the cross-roads of desting. On cne side, we can see
clazrly thu threat of authorilgrianism ; on the other we cen also
pér.:'_l_'ti-..'l_: the damgers of znarchy, We have to propare the people 1o
face thesa twin dungars. Tha BJP does nat favour the politics
af confrantation, but at the same tinre wea would never shy awey
from confrantation, if the situation ao demands.

The soul of Indian demacracy dwells in the intense desire of
cur G50 million peopla for equality and for freedom from exploita-
tiar,  Those wha keep thinking of devising ways to destroy or
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debilitate democracy can o s0 only st tha risk of boing swept
away by he fury af (b peopla,

In our siriiggls fo¢ the rastoration of moral walyes and in
deforice of demmnaracy. Let us involve the farmans, the woiksrs,
the reral pear, tha artisans, ths waaty, the students and 1l
wamen and creale in thar the raalisation sl their canditlona
would improva only i they exart in a cerposste manner to change
the status-quo.

B CALL ;

The BHAP is rezaived 10 Jdavnte itself e polivics oodsd in ths
eail,  Onily Wy that coitse cen we rastare the confidenca of Tho
pecplz in politivs, aclitical pertics and  political Izackors. Tihe
B of summic ooliics 8o ovan Monipu'ubve politics 2120 has no
fu*..ur:'.-. Thurs iz noolace in BJP Tor prosle sadly in pursdit of
post, position and peth. Thoss whe lack ooerage or zsli-resoeit
gy g0 and prostraw themszlves ot Vo Brltd Duibar, 3o far s
wa gro consarend wa pre detarmined 100 waue 9 reientisss siro-
gaie against the dangars | have indicais '.'u“lh iha Canstiction
af indla in one "and and the Esnnar of wyally in the oinrs, ol
us get set fur the stugale.  Let us tale inzpiration from the iife
=nd stuggie of Chuwtupnti Shivali Msharaj. Let Mahstma Pouis
Loz owr guice Inoaur reusade 197 social  justics.

Standing on the shores of this ocein Beneath thi Westom
ghate, | ¢an say 1hia with i:El'n.IdEIHUB sboit e futirs: Dakness
will be dizzeiled, sie Sun will fdee and W Letus shall bloord

YARDE MATARAM
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