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PREFACE

This book owes its origin to two things, viz. the famous
Gujarati novel °Prithivivallabh’ by Dr. K. M. Munshi and
the Sanskrit dramas staged by the Brahman Sabha of Bombay.
Ever since I read the said novel in 1944, I often felt that with
its well-knit plot, subtle characterization and the conflict of
ideologies therein it would furnish an excellent plot for a drama.
Then the series of Sanskrit dramas staged by the Brahman
Sabha since 1952 aroused in me a desire to write a Sanskrit play
and among the stories that I considered suitable therefor, that
of “ Prithivivallabh ” was the foremost. That is how, in brief,
I came to write this play.

But this work is the result of a combined effort of many
and I am very thankful to all those who have gladly co-operated
with me. I am particularly obliged to Dr. K. M. Munshi, but
for whose patronage it would not have seen the light of the day-.
I must also thank Shri Daji Bhatawadekar and Shri Rambhau
Bapat for their valuable suggestions from the view-point of
stage, Sarvashri M. S. Pendharkar, Gajananshastri Ranade and
Vamanshastri Bhagwat for having solved my difficulties
regarding grammar and usage, Shri P. P. Joshi for his untiring
efforts and active co-operation from beginning to end, my son
Shrirang and the Brahman Sabha workers, viz. Sarvashri Dada
Khire, D. V. Vaidya, Mahadeobhai Godbole, N. Natekar and
others for preparing copies etc., as well as Sarvashrii S.
Ramakrishnan and S. G. Tolat of the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan

for their kind co-operation and valuable suggestions, the
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Rashtra Vaibhav Press for doing the printing work so nicely
and in so short a time, and lastly all the artistes and back
stage workers and many others who have taken pains for its
presentation on the stage.

Readers will notice that I have tried to make this book
as easy as possible for the common reader. For this purpose
I have used all punctuation marks, split almost all sandhis
and avoided long compounds and have also attached a glossary
at the end. I shall be very glad if this book does something
towards allaying the somewhat groundless fear of Sanskrit
entertained by the public and acquainting all the Sanskrit-knowing
people in India and abroad with the beauty of ‘Prithivi-vallabh’.
It should also be noted that all the verses in this play are
composed by me except the one beginning with “ @ewfii@fa—".
Readers are requested to see the errata on page 70 and make
necessary corrections in the text before reading the book.

I am exceedingly happy to dedicate this first composition
of mine to Dr. K. M. Munshi on the occasion of his 75th
birth-day, about whose patronage I can 6nly say—

FEATA: FAA 1Ay assf |
=~
angrrEditamata agmean qagar i

Bombay :
20th December 1962 B. K. LIMAYE
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FOREWORD

‘Prithvi Vallabh’ is the product of a yearning heart, and so
it is living.  From the point of view of art, many critics consider
it better than my other novels.

‘Prithvi Vallabh’, the most typical of my historical romances,
has earned more praise and more condemnation than all my
other novels and has had the largest audience of them all
Apart from quite a few editions in Gujarati, it has gone into
Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Tamil and Kannada. It has also gone
on the Gujarati stage—both professional as well as amateur.

When presented as a movie by Sohrab Mody, it was a great
success. !

The Brahman Sabha of Bombay has been rendering yeomen
service in staging the classic Sanskrit dramas of old masters like
Kalidasa, Bhavabhooti and Shudraka. On the occasion of the
Silver Jubilee of the Bhavan, they are now presenting the
Sanskrit version of ‘Prithvi Vallabh’, which has been ably rendered
by Shri Balkrishna K. Limaye and directed by Shri Dajee
Bhatawadekar, the well—-known and talented artiste of the
Sanskrit and Marathi stages.

I wish their endeavour all success.

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Curzon Road, New Delhi. K. M. Munshi
22nd November 1962.




SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY

Munja, Emperor of Malava, an epicurean, defeated
Tailapa, Emperor of Tailangana, repeatedly for sixteen times.
In the 17th battle,. however, thanks to the valour of Bhillama,
a tributary prince, Tailapa triumphed over Munja, took him a
captive and imprisoned him in a cellar.

Mrinalavati, the widowed elder sister of Tailipa, who was
a stoic and the de facto ruler of Tailangana, decided to
vanquish Munja on the psychological front also and made
several fruitless attempts to that end. She even visited him in
the cellar and tried to make him aware of his wretched condi-
tion and to teach him the right way of living, but all in vain.
On returning home she passed a restless night during which
she underwent a complete metamorphosis and found herself to
have been enamoured of Munja. She then paid him further
visits, but only as his beloved.

Now Bhillama, asked by Tailapa to choose anything as
areward for his services on the battlefield, prayed for and
secured the release of Munja’s poets and gave them shelter in his
house. Bhillama’s daughter Vilasavati, who was already
betrothed to Akalankacharita the crown-prince of Tailangana,
soon fell in love with Rasanidhi one of the poets who in fact
was none but Bhoja the nephew of Munja. Bhillama’s wife
Laxmi, who was dissatisfied with the subordinate position to
which she was reduced there, disclosed to Rasanidhi two secret
underground passages, whereupon Rasanidhi laid a plot to
release Munja and escape with him to Avanti.

vii

Munja, however, refused to accompany Bhoja immediately
as he would like to take Mrinalavati with him. He then proposed
to Mrinalavati to accompany him to Avanti. Now Mrinalavati
was in a fix as to whether she should 20 to Avanti or not. She
wanted Munja’s company, but was not prepared to part with
power. She ultimately decided to foil Munja’s attempt to
escape and entrusted Akalankacharita with that work.

Foiled in his attempt to release Munja, Bhoja ran away
with Vilasavati by a subterranean passage, but was closely
chased by Akalanka charita. In the duel that ensued, Akalanka-
charita was defeated by Bhoja but was released on the condition
of returning quietly. But while returning, taking advantage of
darkness, he cut off the head of Vilasavati who was lying
unconscious and carried it with him.

This resulted in the outburst of Laxmi’s wrath, Bhillama’s
revolt against Tailapa and escape from Tailangana, in the
exposition of Mrinalavati’s love-affair with Munja and her
consequent degradation and loss of power. Finally, as per
Tailapa’s order, Munja was publicly put to death by being
trampled under the foot of an infuriated elephant.
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