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Day after, BJP takes the lead
In collecting funds online

BJP members asked to open accounts in state-run banks, hold training sessions with state treasurers
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NEW DELH

day after the

National Demo-

cratic  Alliance

(NDA} announced

that political parties

cotld collect funds online, the rul-

ing Bharativa Janata Party (BIP)
was quickoffthe blocks.

The party has already made
preparations to receive online
pavmments and is encouraging sup-
porters to opt for online dona-
tions.

Senior leaders of the party,
especially ministersin the central
government, have told party
members that they should take
steps toensure that fundsare col-
lected online. They said the BIP
should lead the way to convey to
other political parties that online
collections of funds is a more
transparent way of political fund-
ing,

“The decision of the govern-
ment has been conveyed to the
BJP leadership that they should
focus on collecting smaller

denomination of money through
online means with the hope of
increasing collection. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has focussed
onmaking political funding trans-
parent and the BIP should lead the
way,” said a senior minister who
asked not to be namesd,

Finance minister Arun Jaitley
on Wednesday announced several
reforms in political funding.
including capping down anony-
mous donations from Rs20, 000t
Rs2, 000 and allowing donations
in the form of digital payments.

PM Modi has often highlighted
the need for transparency in polit-
ical funding. Coupled with the
government's push for a digital
economy, the BJP wants toshow-
cass itsellas an carly participant in
thereforms.

The party hasasked all its state
units o open bank accounts in
|n.||n]|'c sector banks (o ensure
smooth online donations.

“BJP is very well prepared 1o

The BIF is in the process of integrating payments via e-wallets, QR codes
and BHIM app, says spokesperson Krishna Agarwal,
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TP Teaders also pointed ot
that while the party website is

ready 1o lake payments and dona-
tions through online and mobile

applications, the technique was
first used during the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections when the parly
raised campaign funds online.

“Oar website is geared to take
online donations and even our
official mouthpiece Kamal San-
deshisnow receiving paymentsby
cheque and onling” Agarwal
added

TP members further said the
party’sTT cell has been instructed

to work on online payments. “All
property documents and office
records are being updated and
centralized. We are in process of
integrating wallet-to-wallet pay-
ments and QR code and BHIM

M erd bl
Semor leaders of the party

argued that the all the bank
accounts of BIFare audited regu-
larly by chartered accountants
which helpin keeping IT retums
and donation records up todale,
“Auditors are appointed at the
state level also,” Agarwal added,

He saidl that the BIP had under-
taken a campaign to enrol mem-
hers online—the drive ended in
2015 after membership grew to
more than | crore. “The verifica-
tion and validation of this data is
being continuously done at dis-
trict and state evel, this will help
inonline donations,” sxid Agarwal.

Political analysts Eﬁﬁﬁ?
collection of funds isa first step
but more stringent steps need 1o
be aken. “Online collection of
funds is a good first step but more
needs tobe done toclean the proc-
ess of political funding,” said Jai
Mrug, a Mumbai-based political
analyst.



