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Dear Shri Mahesh ji,

Namaskar!
I have received the Gandhara special issue of Manthan and have read from the beginning till 

the end. I received the English edition first and this letter is in response to that.
When Afghanistan became an Islamic country, all its pre-Islamic history was pushed into the 

category of ‘Ayyay-e-Jaahilya’ (Age of Ignorance). Therefore, finding anyone in that country 
who would try to discover its past (even though they might not take pride in it) is very difficult, 
if not impossible. But you fulfil the task you resolve to do. Bringing out a special issue on 
Gandhara was a complex task, which you have accomplished.

A deep study is reflected in Lokesh Chandra’s article, reading which one becomes acquainted 
with Afghanistan’s history and ancient culture. The fact that it was a part of the India of those 
ages too becomes clear. That region contributed in a significant way in taking India’s message 
to China, Mongolia and countries of afar in the Vedic and Buddhist periods.

Shri Kaul too has presented vital content on the history of Gandhara.
Shri Rajiv Malhotra is a minister in India. He has reminded us of three genocides, of how 

uncivilised and barbarian invaders slaughtered Hindus and enslaved them. This happened due 
to lack of unity and not being awake to the need for self-defence. The Shahi and other kings 
stood up to Islamic invasions for 300 years, whereas Iran suffered defeat in its very first war 
against them and lost its own religion.

Shri Mohan’s article too draws our attention to historical events.
Though there is a lot of content in Dr. Rashid’s article, it appears that he is less accustomed 

to writing in English.
Other articles too shed light on various aspects of Gandhara. One article reminds us how the 

Congress after coming to power provided no assistance to Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan from 1947 
onwards. It is for this reason Khan sahib named his autobiography Thrown to the Wolves.

Readers will be grateful to you for this well-researched special issue.
I also venture a suggestion here. Knowledge about the Chola, Pallava, Pandya monarchs and 

empires and the demise of the Vijaynagar Empire is very less in the northern part of the country. 
A lot of trade used to take place between India and the Greek and Roman empires before Christ. 
Residents in northern India are somewhat familiar with the ancient literature of those lands.

Can there be a special issue centred on south India?

Yours
Braj Kishore Sharma

Dear Sir,

Namaskar!

I went through the special edition of Manthan dedicated to Gandhara. I thank you and others 

for such an enriching issue which opens the window of knowledge & majestic view of the glorious 

Hindu Civilization in the region. 

Warm Regards,

Sunil Raina Rajanaka

Editor-In-Chief

Naad

Readers' letters
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Dr. Mohd. Mazhar-ul-Haq

Gandhāra during 
Buddhist Era

Gandhāra is one 
of the regions 
where Buddhism 
prominently 
flourished. It 
is in this very 
region where 
owing to contact 
with Greek art, 
Gautama Buddha 
acquired a 
developed form in 
icons and statues 
and a new sect 
of Buddhism 
Sarvāstivāda 
sprang forth. 
A view on the 
association of 
Gandhāra with 
the rest of India in 
this era of cultural 
developments
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The Apadana (audience hall) of Darius I at 
Persepolis, Iran. 

Courtesy: https://www.britannica.com/
place/Persepolis
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After the Third Buddhist Council held during the fag end 
of Ashoka’s reign, the Sarvāstivādins in India broke away 
from Theravāda. After Asoka’s death, his son Jaloka not 
only took Sarvāstivāda to Kashmir but also propagated 

its message there
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Emperor Kanishka was a patron of the Sarvāstivāda 
sect. Bhāṣika, a subsect of the Sarvāstivāda flourished 
in Tokharistan. A Tokhari monk by name of Ghoshak 

collated the Vaibhāṣika commentary on the  
Abhidhamma (Abhidharma)
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Bamyan in that era served as a religious centre for 
Buddhist monks and it is said that it was from here that 
the Buddhist faith spread to the entire world and also 

travelled to China and Japan from this region
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Loya jirga
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Allauddin Shah

Pre-Islamic Gandhāra 
with Reference to 
the Shahnameh of 

Firdowsi

Poet Firdowsi 
described Indian 
culture as well 
as wealth and 
valour in his 
Shahnameh. 
Obviously it is 
from the view of 
Gandhāra , which 
was his nearest 
part of India
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Shah Ismail II manuscript c 1577 CE
Artist: Ali Asghar

Khusraw Parviz and Bahram Chubin 
in combat  

Courtesy: https://www.
heritageinstitute.com/

zoroastrianism/shahnameh/
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An Adobe Reader search of a downloaded copy of 
Firdowsi’s Shahnameh (from Internet site: www.4shared.

com) in PDF file yields the result of at least 325 (three 
hundred twenty five) references of India only by name 

with usages such as Hind, Hindi, Hindavi, Hindu, 
Hinduvan and Hindustan
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In the story of the Khaqan Chin, a king of India namely 
Shangal is reported to have come in aid of Afrasiyab in 

another ensuing battle with Iranians
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Ardshir is also shown here sending a messenger to 
India with plenty of gifts like horses, Dinar and birds for 
consulting an Indian astrologer to inquire about what 

stars foretold about his empire and its well-being
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A Panchatantra relief at the Mendut temple, 
Central Java, Indonesia 

Courtesy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Panchatantra#/media/File:Mendhut-

Tantri02.jpg



20

October-December 2019

Special issue on Gandhāra-II

The high mountains were the wise and learned men of 
lofty intellect; the trees and herbs their virtuous writings 
and the wisdom extracted from these writings the Elixir 

of Life that revived the dead intelligence and buried 
thoughts of ‘the ignorant and unlearned
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Where is good luck?

The pumpkin and the walnut

Pashto Folktales

Courtesy: http://afghanliterature.blogspot.com/
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Dr. Arihant Kumar Vardhan

Hinduness in
Gandhāra

Gandhāra, one 
of the sixteen 
mahajanapadas 
of ancient India, 
today lies partly 
in Pakistan 
and partly in 
Afghanistan. 
This is the 
region where 
Vedic culture 
blossomed 
and spread. 
Therefore, 
despite being 
politically 
separated 
from India, the 
remnants of 
Hindu culture 
and civilisation 
till abound in this 
entire region
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“kush” in the name Hindu Kush is derived not from 
“kush” meaning slaughter, but from “kasheedan” which 
in Persian means dragging or pulling. The waters of the 
mountain are pulled to Kabul to irrigate it, and hence the 

name Hindu Kush
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Jirga
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Isht Deo Sankrityaayan

Disciples of 
Gorakhnath in 

Gandhāra

Entire Gandhāra 
Mahajanapad 
was enlightened 
by the teachings 
of Guru 
Gorakhnath 
upto the 18th 
Century CE. His 
padas [verses] 
were echoed 
by a number of 
his followers, 
known as Jogis, 
alongwith the 
soothing and 
melodious music 
of the Sarangi. 
Despite being 
in distressful 
situation Jogis 
are still spreading 
their Guru’s 
message in this 
region
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It shows that unlike conventional Afghan women, Jogi 
women are not confined within the walls of home.  They 
do not even observe the practice of the veil much, like 

other women in Afghan society do
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The 1st-century BCE Tilla Jogian  
temple complex

Courtesy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Tilla_Jogian#/media/File:Hindu_Temple_at_

Tilla_Gogian.jpg
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Bachhowalia is a group of Muhammadan Jogis who claim 
descent from one Gajjan Jat and yet have more than one 
Hindu got (Pandhi, Chahil, Gil, Sindhu and Rathors). Like 

Hindus they marry outside the got (gotra)
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Gorkhatri: S.M. Jaffar identified it with 
the place of Hindu pilgrimage where they 

performed the Sardukahr ritual,shaving off 
heads)

Courtesy: https://hindulinebengal.
wordpress.com/2010/08/06/gor-khatri-

peshawar-ancient-gorakshnath-temple-
and-place-of-pilgrimage-of-the-yogis-and-

hindus-of-pakistan/
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Certainly, it was Early Middle Period (8th to 13th Century 
CE) when Guru Gorakhnath would have propagated his 

ideas of mysticism and yoga into the society. It is this 
very period when his philosophy took to its root into the 

entire Indian soil
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Prof. Mohd. Anwar Khairee
with

Anil Kumar Arya
Sunit Bhardwaj  

The Ancient Phonetic 
Connect between 

Dialectical Pashto and 
Sanskrit

Gandhāra as 
the frontier of 
Bharatavarsh 
didn’t only played 
the key role of 
its sentinel, but 
also had been a 
catalyst in cultural 
connect, of which 
the greatest sign 
can be marked in 
the relationship 
between Sanskrit 
and Pashto
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Pashto language has 36 letters, of which 7 are vowels 
and the rest are consonants. نيښ [ʂ] in Pashto alphabet 

is the 20th letter and has different pronunciation in 
different dialects, but the pronunciation, manner and 

place of articulation of this letter is exactly the same in 
Kandahari dialect as has been prescribed in Sanskrit and 

as well as in Avestān
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The Modern linguistics defines the sound 'ʂ' as Voiceless 
Retroflex fricative. The IPA 'ʂ' letter is formed by adding a 
rightward-pointing hook to the bottom of the 'ess' which is 

used for the corresponding alveolar consonant
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Respect Follows Service

Pashto Folktales

Courtesy: https://www.afghan-web.com/culture/stories/
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Dr. Mohd. Akhlaque Azad

Advent of Islam  
in Gandhāra

Today’s 
Afghanistan, 
which in the 
ancient age 
was mostly 
Gandhāra and 
Tushardesha, 
was once one 
of the prominent 
centres of 
Hinduism and 
Buddhism. It is 
today under the 
rule of Islam. 
Along with 
political power, 
the process of 
religious and 
cultural change 
had begun quite 
before its advent. 
This article is 
an attempt to 
understand this 
change in its 
historical context
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Fazail-e-Balkh, a local history of the region of Balkh 
written by Shaikh Al Islam Al Vaz towards the end  

of the 12th century describes the incidence of large-scale 
religious conversion under Abbasid Caliphate. Abdul 

Rehman Fami’s incomplete historical account of Herat in 
the 12th century is one local source that enhances our 

knowledge of the Umayyad and the early  
Abbasid Afghanistan
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The conversion of the Buddhist Barmak dynasty to 
Islam is one of the most discussed events of medieval 

Islamic religious conversions. Owing to his loyalty to the 
then Umayyad Caliph Hisham Ibn Abdal Malik, Barmak 

undertook a journey to Syria and accepted Islam
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Ustadh Sis captured Herat and Bushanj, killing 
hundreds of original Arab settlers and Abbasid leaders. 
The Ustadhs then took to the reformist version of the 
Zoroastrian institution preached and propagated by 

Behafarid (probably 748 or 749 AD), who adopted the 
practices and taboos. The supporters of the Ustadh Sis 

numbered around three lakh
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The early Muslims were a mix of Arab and converted 
mawlas who had come from the Nile and Oxus, all 

members of the Caliphate. In the early days of Islam, the 
ulema were not professional Muslims, as the objective 
of Islamic scholarship was to a large extent personal 

progress or even a part-time employment
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Pashtunwali
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Dr. Madhu Rani Shukla 

Gandharvaveda 
is an Upaveda 
of Sāmaveda 
and the subject 
it deals with is 
music, dance, 
drama and the 
fine arts. While 
history holds the 
origin of the word 
Gandharva to 
be associated 
with the region of 
Gandhāra, in the 
world of Indian 
classical music it 
is Gandhāra that 
is associated with 
the Gandharvas. 
The relationship 
between 
Gandhāra and 
Gandharvaveda 
is still a subject of 
research

Gāndhāra and 
Gandharvas in 
Indian Music
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'Devgandhr Ragini of the Hindol 

Raga' by Chetan Das

Courtesy: https://commons.

wikimedia.org/wiki/

File:%27Devgandhr_Ragini_of_

the_Hindol_Raga%27_by_Chetan_

Das,_HMA_10734.1_.JPG
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Abhinava Gupta has explained the word 
gāndharva in a different way. He has used the term 

Gāndhārayatītigāndharvam15, i.e., one who bears the 
vāṇī or voice is a gāndharva
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In the Purāṇas, the Gandharvas are spoken of as a 
community similar to the Devas22 (celestials). They 

were regarded to be the offspring of Brahma and similar 
to Indra and they are said to be 6,333 in number as 

mentioned in the Atharvaveda
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Adam Khan and Durkhanai

Pashto Folktales

Courtesy: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk%3AAdam_Khan_and_Durkhanai



47

October-December 2019

Special issue on Gandhāra-II

Sonali Mishra

Love in the Land of 
Gandharva Vivāh

In our way of 
life, love has 
been considered 
as something 
that transports 
the being from 
darkness to light 
and from mortality 
to immortality. 
Marriage, called 
vivāha in Indian 
terminology, is the 
significant way 
of culmination of 
love. Among the 
accepted forms 
of marriage in 
Indian society, the 
Gandharva vivāha 
is one, which is 
associated with the 
region of Gandhāra
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Gandhāra was a vast republic whose borders once upon 
a time touched the Mediterranean Sea. The people we 
know as Gandharvas were inhabitants of this region, 

also called demigods. The name of these demigods of 
the Himalayan region also resonate in the seven swaras 
or notes of music, i.e., sā re, gā, mā, pā, dhā, nī, sā of 

which gā is associated with Gāndhāra
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The Gandharvas of Gandhāra enjoyed a great deal 
of freedom in their social life. Their views on love and 

relationship were marked by a high degree of freedom. 
Urvashī consented to marrying Pururava only when she 

wished to enter the bond of marriage. Gandharva society 
was not bound by rigid rules of marriage
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The new idea that took root was that falling in love might 
fetch merit in heaven, but it is a sin on this earth. This 

completely changed the very facet of love. Women 
were now considered mere territory to be conquered 

and exploited, an outlook that grew relentlessly harsher 
towards the woman and struck at the very idea of love
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Takshashila, 
which is well 
known for its 
multi-disciplinary 
university, was 
not only an 
intellectual but 
also an important 
cultural centre 
of those times. 
It is referred 
in different 
international 
texts for its 
civilisational 
and economic 
prosperity. A 
glance into the 
important texts

Prof. Ishtiaque Ahmed

Taksaśilā: An 
Important Cultural 

Centre
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Courtesy: https://www.diarystore.com/takshashila-university-worlds-first-oldest-university-

taksha-institute
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When the importance of this city as the great ancient 
trade routes (Silk Road Trade Route) connecting major 

parts of the world increased, rivalry surpassed and 
unfortunately this great Centre of learning and culture 
and trade suffered at the hands of Hunas (Huna), the 

Central Asian tribes in 5th century C.E.
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Dr. Shahbaz Amil

Takṣaśilā, one 
of the most 
precious gems of 
Gandhāra, was 
not only a centre 
of higher learning, 
but also an 
intellectual hub 
of Bharatvarsha. 
An insight into 
its genres of 
studies, faculties, 
administration 
and life 

Taksaśilā: The 
Oldest University  

of the World



56

October-December 2019

Special issue on Gandhāra-II

More than 60 courses pertaining to different  
subjects were taught here. Subjects such as, the  

Vedas, the Vedanta, Linguistics, Aurveda, Surgery, 
eighteen crafts (Shilpas), Military training including 
the warfare and archery, Astronomy, Agriculture, 

Commerce, Politics and many more were taught at  
the university
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Surgical Equipments of Sushruta 

Courtesy: https://haribhakt.com/wpcontent/uploads/2015/01/sushruta_surgical_devices_

instruments.jpg
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Charak, the famous Ayurvedic physican who simplified 
Agniveṣa Saṃhitā into the Carak Saṃhitā and also 

incorporated his research of medicinal plants  
was a student of this seat of learning. Jivaka, the  
great physician who specialised in pulse reading 

graduated from here
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