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FOREWORD

I have known Shri Upadhyaya’s labours since long It
15 not the good fortune of all to take up such a labour of
love and see to 1t that the frust 15 offered to the world in a
Simshed form

This work 15 one more valuable gandhana which throws
light on that part of Gandhys Lfe which 15 not usually
known to the readers of other books on Gandhi Most of us
know of Gandhu after he emerged wnto prominence but Gandh:
was not made wn a day nor was the transition from Mohan
to Mahatma an easy one Many are inclined to call Mahatma
an Awatar But, 1t should be remembered that no Mahatma
and no Awatar 1s born He 1s made and n the case of Gandh
i 15 true in every sense

I am sure every one who wants to know all the facets
of Gandhr wnll be nterested 1n this book, not only to read ut
through but also to refer to it whenever facts are necessary

I am glad that to the extraordinary documentation of
Gandhi’s Life, this 1s one more addition which 15 very valu-
able Shre Upadhyaya has to be appreciated for this great
labour and care for facts, and we must all congratulate the
Vice-Chancellor of the Sardar Patel Umwersity for bringing
out and publishing this book

Gandhr Smarak Nidh R R Dwalar
NEW DELHI






ABOUT THE DISCOVERY

We feel very happy to present this book ‘Mahatma
Gandhi—A Teacher’s Discovery’ to the readers, for two
important reasons One 1s that the Book throws an entirely
new light on the scholastic performance of Mahatma
Gandhi and the other 1s that this new side-ight on
Mahatmaj’s life and development 1s discovered and
presented during the Gandhi Birth Centenary year
There 1s one more very happy incidence and 1t 1s that
this glorious past of Mahatmajr’s student days 15 dug out
from school records ordered to be destroyed The unearth-
ing of this valuable material from school records was
patiently and perseverantly done by Shr1J M Upadhyaya,
BA, BT of Rajkot and the credit for permitting the
world to know of this scholarly aspect of his studies, goes
to him

This particular publication 15 named a discovery
because the general impression 1s that Mahatmap was
a mediocre student He describes himself as a mediocre
student 1n his autoblography Naturally, therefore, every
one thinks and rightly so that he was not a scholar The
material dug out from the school records, however,
indicates not simply a potentiality of his being a scholar
but gives statistical evidence of the same

It 1s true that he had remained 1n St II (present Std VI)
of the High School because of his fathers’ 1llness but he
made up the defficiency next year taking a leap of a
a standard It 1s true that he did not fare well at the
Preliminary Examination, but he cleared the matricula-
tion at the first trial

His marks-statements of various high school Exammna-
tions reveal that he secured 66% marks in one Examina-
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tion, between 609, and 659%, in two Examinations, between
35% and 59Y%, 1n four Examinations, between 50% and
549, mn two Examinations, and between 40%, and 499,
i three Examinations This certamly does not speal
of a mediocre student He also won merit scholarships
on two occasions, once at the Annual Examination of
Std V (present Std IX) and the other at the Annual
Exammation of Std VI (present Std X) The first
was a scholarship of Rs 50/ per year while the other one
was of Rs 120/ per annum 1e Rs 10/ per month and
this, too, 1n a situation when the pay of the primary
teacher was Rs 7/ pm He also secured the eshibition
scholarship of Re 1 per month

All these, put together, would certanly lead one to
believe that he was not a mediocre student but he had
the elements of a scholar That 1s why this volume 1s
entitled Mahatma Gandhi—A Teacher’s Discovery

This work needs to be appreciated from another angle
also This 1s the work of a retired teacher based on a
search of school records ordered to be destroyed The
interesting part of the whole game 1s that as Shr1 Upadhyaya
delved deeper and deeper into the records, his findings
proved more and more interesting and that hept him
incessantly at that work In a true spirit of search Shr
Upadhyaya, at his own cost, arranged to have photostat
copies of the statements of marks, result-sheets, his atten-
dance roll, scholarship statements as also the photographs
of his colleagues and teachers associated with his educa-
tional programmes

I feel extremely happy to record that Shri Upadhyaya
m a true spirit of a dedicated researcher handed over,
the entire material of his research—original documents,
photostat copies and photographs—to the Sardar Pate
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Unwersity for this book as well as for further rescarch
pubhcations on the subject without accepting any royalty
This spirit of sacrifice on behalf of Shri Upadhyaya 1s
praise worthy and let me add that 1t 1s this that has made
it possible for us to simultaneously plan the Gujarau
ediion of the book out of the grant provided by the
Government of Gujarat for this purpose  We hope that
it will be possible for us to have editions of the book m
other Indian languages like Hindi and Marath:

Let me also say that 1t 1s the grant of Rs 25,000/ from
the Government of Gujarat that has made 1t possible for
us to undertake this publication I thank the Chief
Minister as well as the Cabmet of the Gujarat Government
and the Director of Information, for placing at our
disposal this grant and repose trust and confidence 1n us

I am grateful to R R Diwakar, Chairman, Gandhi
Smarak Nidhi, New Delht for writing a Foreword to
this book

Shr1 § R Tikekar, journalist and author, Bombay,
and Shr1 R S Trwved:, Principal, M B Patel College
of Education, Vallabh Vidyanagar, sat for hours,
scanming this material and retouching 1t so as togiwveit a
better shape and form  Both deserve our heartfelt thanks
for the labour of love they undertook

My thanks are also due to my P A Shri Niranjan
Upadhyaya for preserving this material very well, Shr
I A Vora for reading the proofs carefully and to Shn
N K Som for typing the Manuscript decently

The Brothers of the Anand Press, Anand, have done an
excellent job of printing and I thank them for the same

Sardar Patel Unwersily Ishuarbhar J  Patel
Vallabh Vidyanagar Vice Chancellor






Author’s Prefuce

PILLAR TO POST

[ was 2Ist June 1951, when the 15th incumbent

took over as the Head of the Alfred High School which
was to complete its century m 1953 as the Alma Mater
of many promunent and of a large number of not so
promment persons, among whom M K Gandli shown
as the brightest

The school had a century old record, but a large portion
of 1t comprised bundles of files, No effort was made for
its preservation It was looked upon as a nusance and
it was to be disposed off at the earhiest But the new
Head Master, somchow, happened to defer its disposal
for a time

In the meanwhile, immediate attention had to be
paid m connection with the centenaiy of the school, to
tiace out the day ofits foundation  Old teachers pleaded
ignorance 1n the matter A probe mto the heaps of files
was only a possible way

A {riend suggested an unthought of source 1le Central
Record Office in the Kothi compound Here was found
a volume—“Report of the Bomd of Education, DBombay”
(May 1, 1853 to April 30, 1851) It menuoncd Rajlote
English School was opened on 17th October, 1853, the
numbut of boys admitted that day bemg 36—a statement
that was {uither conioborated by the oldest age Register,
in the hand of the first Head Master, Bhogilal Pran-
vallabhdas
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walked around with me to show the esact locations of
Branch and Taluka Schools where Mohandas (and his
clder brother Manshanker Anjaria) had studied together
Agamn, 1t was Sarabhai who procured rare photographs
of Gandhiy’s associates and teachers

The Government of Saurashtra headed by Shnn U N
Dhebar had an ambitious plan of having a befittng
memorial to the Mahatma It was to be Saurashtra’s
gift to All-Indra  Commuttees were set up and promuses
for funds were secured But the politics of the country
was moving faster and with the merger of Saurashtra in
the greater, bilingual Bombay state, all plans lapsed
The amount collected then was Rs 9519-14-3, deposited
in the Central Bank and it would be worth somebody’s
while to chase 1t up

On mv retirement from the Government service fiom
27-1-1953, I plodded on with my mussion but an approach
to the Samaldas College which Mahatma had attended
tor a term—January to April 1888 — was disheartening

From the Principal of Samaldas College, official reply
was not hopeful In fact it was discouraging But to
me 1t showed a ray of hope and 1 requested for permission
to probe mto available records It was not a small
surpnise to the Principal and others of the College to realise
that I had been successful in getting all what I had wanted
from their records! I found that some of the papers
from College records, werc taken away and even copies
were not placed in place of the original  Very likels
the Roll Calls for five months (January to Junc 1888)
which are published in Mahatma (Vol I} have not been
returned to the College It 1s however sausfing that
now all the relevant records have been transferred to the
Gandhi Smrit1 Bhavnagar as exhibits
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It was alleged that the records of the Gujarat: Branch
school where young Mohan was studying might have
been sent to the Record Office of Rajhot State That
was why the said records in the District Records Office
were being searched But the effort proved frustless
However, with the help of the then Record Officer,
Haribha1 M Mankad, a good many documents from
1874 to 1885 regarding Karamchand Gandhi have been
fished out The personality of the old Karbhari, with his
modest means mamtamned poise even in s long illness
during the period of retirement, had a direct bearing on
the moulding of Gandhyr’s character during childhood
Two of these documents have a historical significance,
viz the grant of a piece of land measuring about 400 sq
yds on 26-1-1880 to Karamchand Gandhi The said
plot was situated on the outskirt of the Para near the
Utara® of Gavridad, adjoining a small pond The other
one was Kaba Gandhi’s legitimate due to Rs 30700/-
from the Wankaner State since February, 1879 In s
last representation dated 3-9-1883 to the Assistant Political
Agent, Jhalawad,? the ex-Karbhari had referred more
than once to the breach of promise by the Rajasaheb
It 1s more than curious that the youngest son of Karbhari,
echoed 1n almost the same terms, breach of promise n
respect of the Rajkot State in 1939

Similar search m London for the relevant documents
was not possible for a retired Head Master like myself
and 1t had not appealed to any of the High officials to have
such a search made Whatever was possible through

1 Uara = Rest House

2 Jhalawad — one of the four distiicts of Kattywar Political Agency
Not to be confused with the state of the same name 1n Rajgasthin
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official channels was tried and to an extent 1t was successful
Seven documents were available through the Lind offices
of the Indian High Commissioner in U X |, but supporting
documents were needed to make the study complete
Requests to London were turned down because the matter
related to a distant past and that there were no one to
pursue the matter by going from pillar to post in search
of documents relating to Gandhip’s stay and study in
England

Successive Indian High Commissioners 1 London
were approached, but the results were no better At
long last, an opportunity was offered when an exhibition
of available documents was arranged in the Gandh
Memorial Hall mn January 1964 It helped the officials
of Ragkot to includa me and my collection of Gandhian
documents to be shown to wvisiing dignuaries That
brought me 1n contact with the then Vice-President
Dr Zakir Husamn, an educationsst to the core, who could
appreciate the importance of the documents better than
any one else (2nd October 1964)

During hus visit to Rajkot, the British High Commussioner
m India, Sir Paul H Gore-Booth, was equally impressed
by the collection and he could easily appreciate the effort
that went mn 1t Although every one was of the opmion
that the London documents that were missing should he
secured, none proved more helpful that Prin -Peter
Rogerson, M A (Cantab) of the Rajkumar College,
Rajhot, through whose effort 41 photostats and photo-
graphs, suitable i the collection of Gandhiy’s student
days m London were secured  Need I say how rich and
important this addition has been?

And yet, I think 5 documents about the London
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Umwversity Matriculation Esamimation, 8 about the
Inner Temple and 5 about the Council of Legal Education,
would complete my effort Under the present cicum-
stances, unde1 the physical conditions of my age, I must
pass on the legacy of this effort to younger and more
perseveient shoulders It 1s not given for every one to
complete the mission one undertakes I seem to have
been cast to bring the search upto this pomt-—In
India —only I must say I have enjoyed the seaich
even as the sportsman enjoys the chase whether he bags
what he 1s after or not With the full satisfaction of
having done all what I could, I pass on the 1esponsibility
to those who are willing to shoulder 1t

As T was reading the Autobography of Mahatma Gandh,
T stumbled against a sentence, about his being a mediocie
student Being nourished on the Cailylean thought that
a hero in one sphere was bound to be a hero 1 other
spheres also, I had expected Gandhij: to be a biight boy
at school, in keeping with the reputation he earned in
later Iife  That he was the product of the Alfied High
School was an added reason why I thought he must
have been an-above-the-normal-run

After having said how I had to search for the matéral
about the student days of Gandhy, I think I must say
why the search was made and what prompted me to
contmue 1t so long To a teacher every student that
passes under him 1s a growing boy first and foremost
That some of such students attain high position 1n later
Iife 1s a matter of gieat satisfaction to him He takes a
secret pride in the fact that he has had a part, may be
fractional, in such a shaping during student days That
pride was evident m me 1n the case of Gandhij, although
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admuttedly he had not been a student under me directly
After all, the tribe of teachers 15 the same everywhere
And had not Gandhipt been a student of the Alfred High
School where I was a teacher for the greater part of my
Ife® Could I not project myselfn the past to be teaching
m the times of Gandhi to watch his progress as a student?
These thoughts made me take a personal terest 1n
tracing the carecr of Gandhiyi through successive standards
The worh proved so absorbing that I thought I was
actually his teacher and all the labour became mn fact a
labour of love Watching the developing mund of a
boy, who was destined to be a world figure m later hie
was by uself an education to me It was not possible to
forget the position of Mahatma Gandhi  This attamment
had lent a special colour and a gieat significance to all
facts about his early life The search in consequence
was establishing an indirect and may be a distant associa-
tion with a great mind and the actual hard work became
pleasant to me It had lost all its rigowr which would
have pioved tiresome to me in my old age But the
company of growing minds 1s a good tomc to a teacher
even as to a grand parent, this imagmary company of
the budding Mahatma was enjoyable to me It 1s m
this happy mood that I completed the woik which 1s
now bemg offered to the readmg pubhe, through the
kindness of the Sardar Patel University, of Shi1 Ishwarbhai
Patel, its Vice-Chancellor i particular

A teacher always enjoys watching the growth and
blossoming forth of young students and to lim nothing
brings greater happwmess than finding here and there,
may be by a happy chance, a bright boy, a striking
mtelligence, a great soul and a benefactor of the world
Such a find 1s the greatest reward of a tcacher’s hie and



Xvi PILLAR TO POST

no other profession affords such a umque pleasure to its
followers To have found out Mahatma Gandhr's
scholastic 1ecord 1 so many details was by itself a satisfymng
reward To have been able to prove that the signs of
greatness were seen 1 boy Mohan during his school days,
during his days at the Kattywar High School, Rajhot,
was a gratifying experience which teachers alone can enjoy

In presenting the fruit of my labour to the reading
world my feelings are of sharing my satisfaction and joy
atthe finds  Surely, these are not my personal possessions,
m fact they are the world’s even as the Mahatma was no
exclusive propeity of any one person, commumty or
nation He has passed the physical and geographical
limits and has attamned world dimensions Similarly,
all the details about his school and college days are a
property of the mankind at laige My reward s that 1
have been instrumental in bringing them to hght from
some of the records in the High School where I spent a
part of my life, in Saurashtra where I am destined to stay
and from the records of the Bombay Umversity to which
I look as my Alma Mater having studied and graduated
from 1t The ties that education creates mn man aie
strong even though they are unseen I have no words
to say how absorbing was the search, at various places,
and how happy I was with the addition of a bat of fresh
mformation At one simple discovery, the great Greek
philosopher 1s said to have shouted ‘““Eureka” from his
bath! I don’t know how many times I would have had
to use that expression when some missing link was found
somewhere I know 1t 1s stall possible to find corroborative
evidence from a careful scanning of the vast Gandhian
literature that 1s pourmg out day after day
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Before concluding, I must express my debt of gratitude
to many institutions and persons who have helped me 1n
this my labour of love First and foremost mn this list
comes the Alfred High School, Rajhot, and my old
colleagues there late M H Parekh and Shri Labhubhai
Dave, Thahoresaheb Indrasinhy of Labhtar had Lept at
my disposal his valuable collection of books and helped
me as probably no one else would have, for which I than}
him To Shantibhai C Shroff my thanks are due for
the great moral support I doubt whether I would have

completed my work without his continued guiding
interest

Having completed my work, I was waiting for a publ-
sher I must thanh Shr1 T K Mahadevan of the Gandh
Peace Foundation, New Delhi, who was responsible 1n
bringing this effort of mimne before the public Sardar
Patel Uniwversity has undertaken to make full use of all
the matenal and publish this book T hnow not how to
express my gratitude to this University and to its dyramac
Vice-Chancellor, Shri Ishwarbhai Patel Shrt R S
Trived: and Shr1 S R Tikehar have been my guide 1n
presentmng the fruit of my findings

Last but not the least, I must thank my wife Nalm,
who has shouldered most of the secretarial duties, in addi-
tion to her management of the home front, and suffered
my whims and short tempers as women alone can

J M Upadhyaya
Rajkot
20th July 1969






Introduction

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
IN KATHIAWAR

Education in the modern sense of the term was not
known and practised in India  Very probably, it was not
considered necessary, for a variety of reasons There
was no necessity of a series of servants for manning of
admmistrative machinery Printing had not made 1ts
impact and oral learning was confined to the bare needs of
the society, of knowing the day and the month, with sun
and moon rise, of finding an auspicious time for domestic
and other rituals and ceremomes The division of functions
mn the society, left no room for every one to undergo the
period of a dozen of years at the house of the teachers,
available man power had to be used for tilling the soil
and increasing production for tending cattle as they
constituted the real wealth of the time

Whatever be other reasons, the fact was that education
was not as general as 1t 1s today The need for 1t also was
not felt as the overall climate was not congemal to the
growth of the multi-fruit-yielding plant called education
It must not be forgotten that Gutenberg (1400-1468)
was the 1eal father of education everywhere in the modern
world His influence 1n actual practice marks the pace of
progress m many countries Although printing nominally
touched India some time in the 16th century, its proper
use for education was made only after about two centuries,
after the md-19th century
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Kathiawar forms geographically an appendage of
Mother India, even as the Pemnsular Deccan 1s another,
bigger part Because of lack of adequate means of com-
munications, 1t remamed somewhat less affected by
the modermising mfluences of the times, but they were
sure to reach the nook and corner of India, as they
eventually did With its coast-line, with its not so difficult
an overland approach to regions on the North-West,
Kathiawar, historically has been the meeting ground of
diffgrent people from outside the Indian mamland

The authorities mn Kattywar had to face the question
of education like other parts in India But the situation
here differed widely from the rest of the country ‘““The
province was bachward in pomnt of education Few of the
chiefs could read or write, and those who managed thewr
affairs knew little or nothing beyond therr immediate
sphere Even leading persons were apathetic or indifferent
to the subject of Education Books were rare and not
appreciated 1

Imtial efforts by the Political Agency made hitle
headway It could not go further than starting a Verna-
cular School at Rajkot in 1837 A long tenure of Col
W Lang as Political Agent, (1845-1859) however, made
education take some roots in the land He proceeded with
the appointment of tutors to muor Chiefs of Nagnesh,
Lakhtar, Chuda, Gondal, Wankaner and Rajkot He could
also raise fund earmarhed for the purpose His next move
was to place this Education Fund and a few Vernacular
Schools under the joint control of the Bombay Education
Board and the Local Committee of which the Political

1 Bombay District Gazetteers-Kathawar-Vol VII by John W
Watson (1886), p 343
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Agent was the President 2 He also laid the foundation of

Female Education by opeming a Guirls’ School at Rajhot
1 1855 at lus own expense ?

The immediate object of the Agency was to have a
central mnstitution at Rajkot with English and Vernacular
as media and also to start Vernacular schools in district
towns according as local conditions permitted The Board
of Education, therefore, secured the services of Bhogilal
Pranvallabhdas of Ahmedabad Enghsh School to work
m a dual capacity as the Head Master of the Central
School and a Superintendent of Schools 1n districts
The local committee approved of the selection, and
Bhogilal assumed the charge of his new assignment m
August 1853 with a salary of Rs 250/- pm

A memorable event of the period was the estabhishment
of “Rajhot English School” on the 17th Oct 1853 It
was a premier Central Institution of the Agency That
formed a town of Rajhot, with 6000 people, 36 boys, with
an average age of 16 years, were enrolled on the opening
day was mdicative of youth’s attitude towards the new
education It was an event of great consequence that
was to bring forth a generation of educated citizens

The Board, at the instance of the Pohtical Agent, took
over the Vernacular School at Rajkot and placed 1t under
an able and seasoned teacher, Durgaram Manchharam
Mahetan

After about two vyears, the functions of the Board
passed to the Director of Public Instruction Claudius
James Ershine and after im E I Howard were the first
two Directors

2 Report of the Board of Educatien, Bombay, 1853-54, pp 11-3
3 Kathuwar Directory by D H Karaka (1886), p 325
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For educational purposes, Bombay Presidency was
divided 1nto three Divisions wiz (1) The Bombay
Presidency, (u) Deccan and (u1) Gujarat

Admnistrative machinery for each Division was set up
in (a) Educational Inspector, (b) Visitor and (c) Supermn-
tendent Theodore C Hope was the first Educational
Inspector of the Gujarat Division

Bhogilal Pranvallabhdaswas soon appointed the Superin-
tendent of Schools of Kattywar When he took over,
there were 6 schools with 720 pupils?® In 1855, there
were 16 schools with 1331 scholars

The Education Depaitment had to fix the syllabus,
and appomnt teaching personnel Rapid rise in the number
of schools, added to the responsibilities of the Department
A Commuttee was set up under Theodore C Hope to
prepare Gujarat: test books In 1860 a series of 7 Gujarat:
Books “Hope Reading Series” came out Kavi Dalpatram
Dahyabhai made the poetry selections

The Hope Reading Series was 1ead by successive lots
of students of Gujarat for about half a century from 1860
to 1906

Senmior or advanced boys were employed as “‘pupil-
teachers”, in lower classes to start with Some of them had
an elementary grounding at Normal Classes Normal
School for the tramning of primary teachers at Rajkot
started functioning on 20-6-1866 with Harivallabh Mulp
as its Head Master This was later called the Hunter
Tramming College for Men

Rajkot Enghish School, as a Central Institution, grew
imn mmportance as years rolled on Higher standards

.

4 Report of the Board of Education, Bombay 1853-54, p 125, and also
Report of the Director of Public Instruction, Bombay 1855-56, p 268
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were added every year, and lower classes had to be multi-
plied to accommodate new entrants The Head Master
had to attend on the digmtaries visiting the only public
mstitution of the time He could hardly devote any time
for supervision of schools in a wide and extensive area
The two functions were scparated and Gopalpt Surbhar
Desa1 was appomted Deputy Educational Inspector for
Kathiawar in 1865

By this time, the Ragkot English School was 1aised to
the status of a High School, affiliated to the University of
Bombay in 1866 Shri Uttamram Narbheram Mahetap’s
suggestion that the mstitution be known as the “Kathiawar
High School, Rajhot” was accepted without any difficulty

Another milestone in the history of education in Kattywar
was the establishment of the Rajhumar College at Rajhot
on 16th December 1870 It was a dream of Col Keatinge
come true It owed 1its existence to the contnibutions fiom
the princely states Modelled on the lines of Enghish Public
Schools, 1t was designed and executed by Robert Bell-
Booth, the Agency Engineer The entwre edifice was a
proneermg effort, which was to serve as a model to
simlar effort elsewhere in India

The desue of the younger generation to be ceducated
in the new schools increased and the authonties were
hard put to 1t in meeting the demand adequately After
the establishment of the High School at Rajhot, Bhav-
nagar followed suit and had a High School forits students
(1872) Junagad running close on heels in 1873 with a High
School for 1ts students Jamnagar and Wadhwan had High
Schools i 1879 and 1885 respectively The Taluhdar
Girasia School at Wadhwan was already there since 1881

With schools, High Schools and a Normal School
growing round and about, the next natural step was the
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establishment of a College That need was met by
Bhavnagar in January 1885 Samaldas College was founded
by the Maharaja in the name of his Dewan, 1n appreciation
of his services

All these were mstitutions for Boys generally In the
peculiar conditions of Gujarat, with a mined population of
four or more distinct groups, ruled over by many different
princely states, special effort was needed to popularnse
Girls’ education, and exclusive institutions were needed
for them, 1f education had to penetrate to the home and
the kitchen A Girls® school had already been opened in
Rajkot m 1855 But for Girls’ school, lady teachers were
wanted Even for Boys’ schools, ladies make better teachers
as world experience shows But without a tramng msti-
tution for teachers, how were the lady teachers to be
recruited?

Barton Tramnng College for Women under Miss Spencer
was established in December 1885 and that proved a
step 1n the right direction It prowvided teachers for Gurls’
schools and at the same time, opened up a new avenue for
Gujarat: ladies for ganful employment, :n a noble
profession

This then was the educational background of the days
during which Mahatma Gandhi was growing up, in the
Alfred High School at Rajkot first and later at the
Samaldas College, Bhavnagar for a few months only,
before proceeding to England for further studies

VSN
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PORBANDAR, THE BIRTH place of Mahatma
Gandhi, also became his cultural birth place,
since he commenced his education there

Gandhyr’s mitiation mn schooling began at a
Gujarati school 1 Porbandar, probably in 1876
By the tume he joined the school he had completed
his 6th year

Schools 1n those days were in the mital stage
of the admmstrative machinery Education
through regular schools made its beginning
in the first half of the 19th century The approved
schools 1n those days were maintained from the
Education Fund The indigenous schools how-
ever got neither financial support nor any direct
encouragement from the admimstrative set up
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Porbandar had one school-—the Fund School
—which was founded on 1-4-1856 This secems
to be a unique event in distant Kathiawar
(Saurashtra) peninsula since starting of such
schools had been mentioned 1n Wood’s Despatch
of 1854 This was the Boys’ School where English
also was taught There 1s evidence to show that
Porbandar had a Gurls® School under the super-
vision of Deputy Educational Inspector, Gopaln
Surbhai Desai

The Head Master of the Taluka School,
Jwram Mahadev had referred to other three
private schools i his official correspondence
No 116 0f16-3-1875 with the Deputy Educational
Inspector (1) of Adhyaru, (1) Laxman Bawa
School and (m1) Khoja’st School, with 48, 67
and 18 pupils respectively The correspondence
indicates that Porbandar at that time had
3,463 houses and a population of 14,563 The
population consisted of 4,855 men, 4,717
women 2,674 boys and 2,317 gurls

In the schools, multiplication-tables and letters
of alphabet were stressed as an important part
of learning by rote

No definite information 1s available regarding
the school i Porbandar to which Mohan was
admitted Contemporaries of Mahatma Gandh

1 Khoja 1s a trading community






4 MAHATMA GANDHI-—A TEACHER’S DISCOVERY

(as Mohan was affectionately called) was no
exception to the general rule

Besides the school, Mohan had lis homely
cultural environment Being born in a Vaishnava®
family he had many occasions to visit the Havel: 6
But the glitter and pomp there never attracted
him The religious beliefs of his family had therr
stamp on his tender mind and he had developed
a natural faith in Rama nama 7 In fact repeating
Rama nama was taught by an old servant of the
fammly, Rambha, who had assured little Mohan
that such a repetition woud drive away the
ghosts and ewvil spirits This then was sowing of
the seed of faith at that age and 1t became ulti-
mately an infallible remedy for the Mahatma
for all times and for many an ailment Rambha,
thus idirectly acted as Mohan’s mentor n
mitiating him to this faith All through his
later life and even at the time of his sad end,
Rama nama was on the tip of his tongue

During his stay at Porbandar Mohan had a
private coach perhaps Anandji Tulst Adhyaru
who was a tutor to the princes of Porbandar
seems to have worked as a private teacher to
Mohan It was this teacher from whom Mohan

5 Devotees of Vishnu and Followers of Vvallabhacharya, a rehigious
Guru

6 A Vashnav Temple

7 Name of Rama — Hero of Ramayana
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learnt Rama-Raksha® Rama nama and Rama
Raksha had nothing to do with the school
syllabus but as a part of home disciplne,
Adhyaru may have paid attention to this aspect
It was observed that Mohan was careful m his
recitation and that from his childhood he was
known for his correct pronunciation

With this atmosphere at home, Mohan started
on his career i the school Some pictures®
mdicate what dress Mohan used—a long coat,
a dhof1, white socks, shppers and an embroidered
cap The mark on the forehead and necklace
with a pendant are significant and they imply
that the picture may have been taken on a cere-
monial occasion, may be Mohan’s third!®
betrothal to Kasturba, at Porbandar, if the age
mentioned were correct

Thus, looking to the total environmental
picture, Mohan at home was being nurtured in
a cultured and well-to-do family

By the time Gandht was mn school the British
rule m India had stabilised and 1ts impact was

8 (a) “Eulogy of Ramn” composed by Budha Kaushi/
(b) Ghmpses of Religion, Autebiography, p 23 (Ldn

9 ‘Mahatma Gandh’® (1954), Government of India Publication

10 Vide Autobuwgraphy, p 6 The names of two betrothed girls were
not }nown, they died and hence the third Kasturba

11 Two prints of the same pictures 1n ‘Afatatma’ (Tendulkar’s Vol 1,
p 32) and in*Fuanuh Prabhat’ (Navyivan Publication, 1948, p 56)
explain the details clearly
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being felt in many spheies of life almost 1n every
corner of India The distant corners of Western
India however, most of them wunder Indian
princely administration were still centres of
orthodoxy and superstition



™

THREE R’S

OHAN’S FATHER, KARAMCHAND GHANDHI, was’

appomted the Chief Karbhari' of Rajhot
State from 18-11-1874 Soon after his appomnt-
ment, Karamchand took with him his eldest son
Laxmidas (13) to Rajkot and arranged for his
schooling Karamchand’s family stayed at Por-
bandar with the youngest son Mohan (7) and
1t moved to Rajkot by the end of 1876 At Rajkot
m his new office Karamchand was mvested with
full powers as the Chief Admunistrator of the
State, next i rank to the Ruler, Bavap Ray

Karamchand Gandhi was given for his use
a spacious house near Darbargadh,® befitting

1 Chif Admumstrative Head of the Princely State
2  Ruler’s Residence
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his posiion The family was happily placed
enjoying a status of the Ruler’s Karbhan
Near thewr residence was situated the Bal
Krishna Havelr,® regularly wvisited by Putaliba
It was i tune with the orthodox Hindu tradi-
tion She used to take Mohan with her

Reciting of Rama Raksha and frequent visits
to the temple had a great effect on the mind of
Mohan Besides school teaching he was not left
without moral mstruction at home The maid-
servant, the private coach, the mother and the
Vaishnava family environment played an import-
ant role i the formative years of Mahatma

Gandhi

Mohan was, at first, “put into a primary
school” 1 ¢ the Branch School, where he studied
for two years m 1877 and 1878 in Gujaratt
Stds I & II From this school he was trans-
ferred to the “suburban” school—the main
(city) Taluka School,—Rajkot where he was
admitted to Gujarati Std III on 21-1-1879

Mohan’s study at the Branch school 1s referred
to 1 his father’s letter of 1878 to Raja saheb
Shree Banesinghjt of Wankaner ¢ The letter
stated, of the five persons who were 1ll at home

3 Temple of Lord Krishna

4 A State in Kathiawar (Arca 425 sq mules, Rs 3 lakhs revenucand
population 37000 (1921))
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at Ragkot, his youngest son, Mohan was laid
down with igh fever with the result that the
father was not able to stir out Thus letter explains
why young Mohan failed under all the heads
of the Annual Esammation It has a casual
reference to the financial position of Karam-
chand Gandhi

Young Mohan had his elder brother, Karsan-
das, with him as a school-mate Karsandas was
in Standard IV at the Taluka School and Mohan
m Standard II at the Branch School in 1878
This 1s clear from the entries in the result of the
Annual Exammation (19-10-1878) Xarsandas
seemed to have failed in the examination since
he was readmitted to Gujarati Standard IV of
the Taluka School on 21-1-1879 This may be
due to the fact that he had accompanied his
father to Wankaner But with Mohan the case
was different

Mohan did not absent himself from his studies
and did not prefer to be with his father even for
a change after his illness, while the school was
m session

The City Taluka School (Est 1837), Ragkot,
was the third mstitution which Mohan jomed
and there he studied for about two years It
was one of the oldest Primary Schools Rajhot
gradually began to expand along the Ciwil
Station area
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Taking into consideration the increasing
population of the capital towns in Kathiawa:
and the demand for modern schools, the autho-
rities of the Agency undertook to open schools
wherever needed Between 1851 and 1854, 12
primary schools were opened Another dimen-
sion to the educational programme of the region
was added by opening at Rajkot a Girls’ school,
under the patronage of Col Lang, the then
Political Agent

The Agency Schools were placed under the
control of the Board of Education, Bombay,
from 1853 onward, as the Department of Public
Instruction had not come nto existence then
In addition to the Agency schools, three private
schools m Rajkot, viz two indigenous schools
and a Mission School were imparting mstruction
They could not stand competition with the
Agency Schools, 1n view of the quahty of teach-
mg The Agency Schools proved better and gave
a new lead to the rest, as they were manned by
tramned teachers, who had some pedagogic
training in Normal Schools They were recruit-
ed mamly from Gujarat and their assistants
were locally tramed

The Caty Taluka School of Rajkot was fortu-
nate to secure the services of Durgaram
Manchharam Mahetaj® as its Head The

5 Mnhetajr means a teacher
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School had a distinguished position i the cluster
of schools 1 Rajkot

Educational mstitutions multiplied i Rajhot
as 1ts population went beyond 15,000 Mohan
had the good fortune to be 1 the developing
town Rajkot and at the same time to study in
a school that had a better teaching record

The City Taluka School was preferred by
many of the citizens of the Civil Station in Rajhot
because of 1ts tradition and effective nstruction
This led to its expansion and bifurcation The
first two standards with an Infant Class were
transferred to the Branch School The Citv
Taluka School used to prepare candidates as
teachers for Primary Schools The school also
sent forth, every year, many pupils who, after
passing their Gujarati Standard IV, desired to
avail themseclves of the advantage of Englsh
mnstruction at the Kathiawar High School It
was preferred for better prospects

The old town, circumscribed within the four
walls began to expand In a suburb or Para,
the City Taluka School was located at the time
That was why it was popularly known as “Para
School” It was within five minutes’ walk for
Mohan from his father’s house close to the
Darbargadh The school had 234 pupils from
Standard II to Standard VI In course of time,
the Para or the City Taluha School was shifted
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to its present extensive building and was known
as “Kashorsinhji Taluka School” (or Shala
No 1) outside the Kotharia gate The onginal
site of the Para school was subsequently occupied
by the various shops The locality at present 1s
known as Para Bazar

Mohan was admitted to Gujarati Standard
IIT on 21-1-1879 He came to this school from
the Branch School 2 While making the entry
in the Age-Register the birth-date of Mohan 1s
written as 2-9-1869 instead of 2-10-1869 People
then had not been quite famihiar with the new
English (Gregorian) way of mentioning the
dates and months They used the Hindu calendar
for all purposes The entry in the 6th column m
the register was signed by his eldest brother
Laxmudas for his father Karsandas was readmat-
ted to Gujarati Standard IV on the same day
Strange enough, that the two brothers admitted
on the same day, have no serially consecutive
numbers

Mohan studied at the City Taluka School m
Stds IIT and IV from 21-11-1879 to 2-10-1880
His teachers in Std III and Std IV were Kalidas
-Naranji and Chatrabhuy Bapuj respectively
Manekalal Nagardas Shah of Dholka was an
enthusiastic Head-Master of the school while
Chatrabhuj Bapuj was a third-year tramed
teacher
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The syllabus of study mcluding the heads and
sub-heads, the maximum marks for each sub-
head and the hours for teaching, were laid down
by the Director of Public Instruction of Bombay
Presidency The working hours per week were 33
In confirmity with the departmental policy,
Annual Examinations were conducted by the
Department G A Turkhud, the sub-Deputy
Educational Inspector, Halar® Prant used to
hold Annual Examinations, of all schools 1n the
district and City Taluka school was one of them

In this type of admimustrative set-up of schools,
Mohan was receiving formal mstruction Since
the result of the Examination 1s only a pointer to
a pupil’s progress other aspects of his hfe may
be looked mto to have an idea of his cultural
make-up

Standards III and IV at the City Taluka
School had two divisions and Mohan was 1 the
Ist diviston of both the standards

It 15 seen that durmmg 1879 in standard III
Mohan attended 110 days out of 238 That he
was admitted late by about two months may
account for his absence for so many days Even
then Mohan was absent for 70 days during the
year The reasons for such a long absence are
not known Was he not mnterested in theschool?

6 One of the four districts of Kathiawar
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Or was he mfluenced by his two elder brothers
at home? Perhaps his class-mates who were not
keen students had mmfluenced Mohan

Mohan’s attendance in Standard IV was
improved He was absent for 48 days that yea:
Yet his performance was satisfactory He passed
under all the heads of the Annual Examinations
of standards III and IV with 41259% and
58 59, marks respectively

The following tables speak of Mohan’s rank
in both the standards

Mohan’s achievement n Standard 111

Std IIT A & B
Highest 9, Mohan’s 9, Lowest %,
765 4125 376

Mohan's aclievement wn Standard IV

Std IV
Haghest 9, Mohan’s 9, Lowest %,
6575 535 41 86

Sixty-seven pupls appeared at the Annual
Examination of standard II1 of both the Divisions
A & B (35 m A and 32 in B) Out of them
48 were successful under all the heads Mohan
got 29th rank 1n his class I1I-A out of 29 successful
students, and 47th out of 48 Thus he was the
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lowest m his division and last but one in standard
IIT as a whole

There 1s visible improvement 1n his perform-
ance at the Annual Examination of standard IV
where out of 54 pupis (30 m A and 24 n B
divisions), 32 had (24 from A and only 8 from B)
passed under all heads Here Mohan got the
14th rank in his division and he was 21st 1n the
group of 32

Mark sheets of these examinations show that
Mohan was fairly strong m Grammar, a sub-
topic under the 2nd head, he was the first
standard IV He was certainlv poor imn copy-
writing, his hand was not perhaps legible and
graceful He could not make much headway
under the 4th head of History and Geography

On the whole, Mohan established himself
better in standard IV than in standard III
His performance reminds one of Mahatma
Gandhi’s modest statements that he was a
mediocre student

Mohan, strong 1 Grammar, was destined to
develop an original style of his own, which was
his distinct contribution to Gujarati prose



VA

THE BUDDING
MAHATMA

YOUNG MOHAN strugghng to adjust himself

to the school routine, was supported by the
traditional environment of lis family The
following stories show the moral strength Mohan
displayed m boyhood

(1) “A teacher of Mohan was in the habit of
patting the students of his class on their heads
When he turned towards Mohan, Mohan showed
his disapproval and suggested that he would
not mind the teacher touchmng his head with
the disease-free hand *’?

1 Narrated to the author by D B (Kaka) Kalelkar (on 12-11-1960)
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(2) The other story was told by Mahatma
Gandhi himself when on 10-3-1918, he was
talking about his father’s nature “Once 1t so
happened that the Thakore Saheb of Rajlot
was to contract a marriage Two prospective
Ranis had to be escorted—one from Kanpur
and the other from Dharampur The Darbar of
Dharampur being well-to-do, clothcs, ornaments
etc for Karbhart’s children, by way of cere-
montal presents from him would normally be
better than what could possibly be expected
from Kanpur Bapu (1e¢ Karamchand Gandhi)
said, “Mohan and Karsan should go to Kanpur ”
There was a hot discussion mn our famly My
mother remarked ‘“What, my sons to go to
Kanpur!” She asked us to go to the Thalkore
Saheb for getung the decision changed That
was the day when the party was to leave

“We made our way to the Thakore Saheb
m the morning Bapu was also there He stared
at us, his eyes red with anger We could not but
cry The Thakore Saheb asked “What’s the
matter, Gandh1? Why are you angry with the
boys? What 15 1t that they want?” We saud,
“Sons of Diwan Saheb as we are, we would
not go to Kanpur” The Thakore Saheb said,
“I see, the other party must not have as yct
reached the outskirts, go boys, Dharampur 1s
the proper place for you ”” But Bapu was not a
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person to agree ‘““No, no”, he asseited, “Kan-
pur by all means would befit you * He was of
the view that 1t was no good for bovs of such a
young age to be so self-willed At last Bapu’s
decision -stood unaltered and we went to
Kanpur 2

At this time Mohan was just a boy studying
i Gujarat: standard IV at the Taluka School 3

A third story has been recorded by Tendulha
It also refers to Gandhr’s childhood “A feast
was given at home, and one of the guests was
a young boy who had been mvited by Mohan
himself The principal dish was mangoes By
some mustake somewhere Gandhyt’s boy friend,
did not receive the usual summons to participate
in the dinner As a penance for the failure m
courtesy, Mohan did not eat any mangoes that
season, although he was fond of them Both
his father and his friends tried to persuade him
1 vain, saymg that such self-denial was not
called for”

These incidents speak a lot about the character
of Mohan In educating him, the disciphined
nature of his father 1s well revealed when the
boys were not allowed to go to Dharampur
The boys at that tender age could not (and

2 Mahadevbhat’s Dwary, Vol IV (Navpvan Prakashan), 1950, p 53
3 Rajhot Siate Directory, Vol 1, 1929, p 61
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should not?) be so self-willed was a firm helief
of Dad Gandhi

Courage and modesty were traits of Mohan’s
personality even m childhood

The story of giving up mangoes during the
vear for the simple reason that his friend had
not received his due share, 1s an indication of

suffermg for self-purification as scen i many
events of later years

D G Tenduthar Afekatma, Vol 1, pp 31-32 (Ist Edn
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ANGLO-
VERNACULAR
SCHOOL

Y THE TIME Mohan was in the primary

school, state administrative set up was taking
shape and schools were beginning to be governed
by rules and regulations Accordingly, the
Departmental rules laid down that pupils should
pass the Ist Vernacular standard before the age
of 8 The entire educational school course after
that age was spread over X standards 1n as many
years, Vernacular standards II to IV, and
Anglo-Vernacular standards I to VII A boy
at the end of this course was to appear for
Matriculation Examination (final year of High
School) at the age of 18 Students below 18
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were not however prevented from appearing at
the Exammation

Before admussion to an Anglo-Vernacular
school, a pupil had to pass the Vernacular
standard IV and for admuission to a High School,
he had to pass Anglo-Vernacular Standard III

The normal desire of the parents of those
days was to send their children to schools where
English was taught as early as possible instead
of contmmuing the Vernacular education only
Mohan’s family was no esception and it wanted
to avail of the advantage of English schooling
for Mohan His name was imncluded i the list of
30 pupils submitted by the City Taluka School
Master, Rajkot, 1n response to a circular letter
No 119 of 1880-81 dated 16-11-1880 from
Uttamram Narbheram Mahetaj, the then Head
Master of Kathyawar High School

Mohan at 11 appeared at the Entrance
Exammation held at the Kathyawar High
School It was a kind of public examination
at which Mohan had to compete with 68 other
candidates of higher ages from three local
schools and outsiders

According to the syllabus, a candidate had
to prepare for 4 Heads the Ist mncluded Anth-
metic with two sub-heads (1) Wrtten Arith-
metic (60 marks) and () Oral or Mental
Arithmetic (40 marks) Mohan got 85 marhs
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out of 100 and that he stood 4th among all the
successful candidates

The following table gnes the details of the
number of candidates at the Examination

Name of the Nos Nos Nos \dmission to
School enrolled presented passed Kathvawar High

School, Rajkot,
General Register
Nos

1  Station School

Rajhot 34 34 12 490 501
*2  (City) Taluka
School, Rajlot 30 29 23 302-524

3 Pracusing School
attached to Hunter
Traming College,

Rajhkot 2 2 i 525
4 Qutsiders 4 4 2
Total 70 69 38

Generally, the practice was to set three
examples in Written Arithmetic, and 2 m Oral
Arithmetic, each carrying 20 marks The
written examination preceded the oral

The 2nd Head was sub-divided imnto

1 Reading and recitation 30 marks

1 Explanation 30 marks
m  Grammar 25 marhs
iv Reading a letter 15 marhs

Total 100 marks

* The school from where Mohan appeared
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Under this Head Mohan obtamned 46 out of
100 Performance m Reading and Recitation
was satisfactory He was comparatively better
than others in Grammar and ‘Letter-reading
m which he scored 12/25 and 9/15 marks

The 3rd Head consisted of Dictation (60
marks) and Copy (transcription) (40), Mohan’s
performance was creditable with a score of 76,
though his copy-writing was vitiated by bad
hand In dictation, he was faultless

As regards the 4th Head of History and
Geography, 50 marks each, Mohan improved
his study better than at two previous Annual
Examinations He had scored 257 marks out of
400 standing 6th m his school and 9th among
38 candidates who were declared successful
passing under all the Heads In his grand total,
he was bracketed with another student having
the same total Mohan’s percentage of marks
was 64 5, between two extremes viz the highest
of 74 0% and the lowest of 42 0%

The standard of esamination was rathe:
strict The results show that six candidates made
no score in the Ist Head and were not allowed
to appear for the remaming Heads A candi-
date getting less than 259 marks, under a
sub-head was deemed to have failed under
that Head even if his total exceeded 339
The register showing results of the Entrance
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Examination singled out such a boy sho scored
in Gujarati Head (the 2nd Head) less than 259,
and, therefore, was given no score out of 100
His marks were

Second Head

Reading  Eapla- Grammar Letter Total

Recitation  nation reiding
30 30 25 15 100
Marks
obtained 20 8 5 7 X

This speaks of the strict standard of the
Examination, and 1t was observed throughout the
Primary and Secondary School examinations

Mohan’s achievement 1n this particular
examination was indeed creditable He held
out a promise of a better performance under
more favourable conditions

It 1s interesting to note that the candidates
who passed the Entrance Examination 1n
November 1880 with Mohan and even those
who passed with higher percentages, either
dropped their studies or were left behind with
one exception of Jayshankar Dayashankar Buch,
from Khambhalia, who with his varying per-
formance at the successive examinations,
throughout the 7 years at the Kathyawar High
School, was the only candidate to pass the
Matriculation Examination with Mohan 1n
November, 1887.
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YOUNG MOHAN was admitted to the Kattywar
High School (headed by Uttamram Nar-

bheram Mahetajee) after he was declared

successful at the Entrance Examination

According to the result announced on 19-11-
1880, 38 boys passed under all four heads, 15
passed i three and one in two heads The
enrollment 1n the General Register of the
Kattywar High School, Rajkot, shows that
54 new entrants were cnrolled on 1-12-1880
Sertal No 516 shows the name of Mohan
(Gandhi) “Attestation of the age of the Boy’
was signed i Gujarati as ‘Mohandas Karam-
chand’ 1 his own hand His certificate of age
at the Kattywar High School has been signed
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by his father in Gujarati as ‘Karamchand
Uttamchand’ Here the name ‘Mohandas’ 1s
spelt without the letter ‘h’ which might have
been faithfully recorded by the Headmaster
as was spoken by the Karbhari Saheb Omus-
sion of ‘h’ was perhaps because Karamchand
Gandhi used to address his youngest son affec-
tionately as ‘Mondas’ The age certificate
(showing according to Vikram Samvat, Bha-
darva Vad 12 (Saturday) 1925 1 e 2nd October,
1869) was signed on Kartik Vad 12, Vikram
Samvat, 1937 when Mohan was 11 years, two
months and two days old

The longest period Mohan spent as a student
was at the Kattywar High School, the first and
the leading educational mstitution of the region
The school originally was founded on 17-10-
1853 as the “Ratkote English School” with 36
pupis It was the 9th school out of 10 Englsh
Schools 1n Bombay Presidency to imitiate young
aspirants mto Western Education It was headed
by Bhogilal Pranvallabhdas, the first Head
Master, whose services were secured from the
Ahmedabad Englsh School with a salary of
Rs 250/- pm It was housed at the time 1n
hardly two small rooms with a thatched roof
Instruction was imparted upto Standard IV

Within a short span of 13 years, the Rajhot
English School was raised to a full-fledged High
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School, teaching all standards from I to VII
It was affibated to the Unnersity of Bombay,
with Uttamram Narbheram Mahetaji as 1its
steering guidc Under his fostering care and
untiring endeavour, the school made rapid
progress beyond expectation and became widely
known Pupils from every nook and corner of
Kathiawar, and nearby, sought admission mto

it Nearly half the number of students was from
outside

The High School from its inception, was
supported mamly by the Princes and Chiefs
with their donations, grants and endowments,
to enable the youth of the region to build up
a career 1n the direction shown by Western
Education Was 1t an indication of how the
princely states of the times recognised new
directions of education and supported inst-
tutions engaged n 1mparting 1it”’

The school, considered as the ‘Central Insti-
tution’ was subsequently hnown as the ‘Katts-
war High School’ Intcrestingly cnough, the
school had four names at different stages

1 Ragkote English School —— 1853-66

2 Ragkote High School — 1866-68

3 Kattywar High School = — November
1868-1906

4  Alfred High School ~ From 1907

ull today
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It 1s learnt that, as a 1esult of distance to the
locality for which origmally the new High
School Building was fixed, the site was changed
to a place near the station-garden which would
suit both the town as well as the camp The
change was possible because His Highness
Sir Mohobutkhan, K GS I, Nawab of Joona-
gadh raised his grant from Rs 60,000 to Rs
63,000 It 1s mentioned in the report on Public
Instruction

The place where the school was housed
proved too small to accommodate the increasing
number of pupils Therefore, the mamn build-
g was constructed from the donations of the
Nawab Saheb, m the heart of the Rajkot Cavil
station The buwlding was designed by Sir
Robert Bell—Booth, the Agency Engmeer The
new premises were formally opened on 4th
January 1875 by H E Sir P Wodehouse, the
then Governor of Bombay

The story of the school building 1s told by the
Headmaster, Uttamram Narbheram Mahetajee
in his report for 1871-72

« With your permission and the consent
of the Political Agent, the name of this Insti-
tutton was changed from Rajkote High School
to Kattywar School n the month of November
1868 The latter designation 1s most appropriate,
firstly on account of the Central locality of the
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school, secondly for it being supported by the
Chiefs of the Province, and thirdly for 1t beng
a central school resorted to by pupils from
several parts of the province”

The story 1s further highlighted as

“The High and Branch Schools have so far
advanced i their operations that the present
school house 1s found insufficient to accommo-
date both of them The subject was one which
attracted the attention of Col Anderson, Act-
g Political Agent, who on the occurrence of
a suitable opportunity advised His Highness
the Nawab of Joonaghur to assign for the crec-
tion of a commodious building, the sum of Rs
60,000 out of Rs 100,000 which he had designed
to spend 1n the construction of work of public
utility 1n honour of the Duke of Edinburgh’s
visit to Bombay The foundation-stone of the
proposed buillding was laid on the 8th Febru-
ary, 1871, and the works have been commenced
The building when ready will afford sufficient
accommodation to about 300 pupils”

The building and its different phases of
development were possible because of the keen
interest shown by the Agency and the Princess
They were supported by the British Officers and
encouraged by the Governor on appropriate
occasions All this 1s mndicative of the welcome
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spirit shown by all m the new cducation
during the carly British 1ule

The new school building was named as 1s
seen from the mscription on the stone, after
Alfred, the second son of Queen Victoria, to
commemorate his Indian wvisit 1 1870, as the
Duke of Edinbuigh Howeve: this name was not
officially recognised 1in the then records
High schools at Rajhot, Bhavnagai and Bhy
have been similarly named as Alfred High
School It 1s sigmificant that in Gandhyr’s letter
of authority dated 1-11-1887 to the Head-Master,
the High School i Rajkot as been mentioned
as the “Kattywar High School”

The building was complete when i 1883,
two wings were added to the grand edifice, 1
‘Norman Gothic Style’ with 10 rooms below, 6 on
the 1st floor and a central hall in the middle

The school had a speciality m the sense that
it had a boarding house attached to 1t till
16-9-1886 for students who came from outside
the City, for which four rooms were hired from
Mavp Naka Dave at Rs 7-8-0 pm The Nagar
Boarding House started on 25-7-1869 out of
donations given by the widow of Diwan
Anantyi Amarchand of Junagadh, accommo-
dated pupis coming from the rural areas

The boarding house was an added attraction
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to students from outside to prefer the High
School at Rajkot

Though the building was opened on 4th
January, 1875 1t was without a compound-wall
and other adjuncts It had 12 rooms to accom-
modate 300 pupils Its six rooms on the ground
floor were used for the lower standard 1¢ upto
Anglo-Vernacular Std III Two circular stair-
cases at the two ends led them to the uppa
storey where four classes of High School 1e¢
from Stds IV to VII, were accommodated
With the three rooms on either side, a big
Central Hall with a rectangular gallery inside
at the top, was used for ceremonial functions,
annual prize-distribution and general debates
On such occasions boys used to gather in the
gallery all around to watch the function

The classes were provided with benches and
desks to sit and write with easc The wooden
floor of the class on the upper storey was coveied
with matting to avord nowise Inside the class,
the teacher had his seat on a 1aised dias facing
the boys so that he could check up idleis and
indolents The whole atmosphere was calm
and quiet to arrest attention at the first sight

The new entrants weie generally equally
distributed between the two divisions of the
Anglo-Vernacular Standard I mto class IX and
class X
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The Kattywar High School thus equipped
materially, backed up both by the Princes and
the public and manned by devoted tcachers
and able admimstrator — head like Uttamram
Mabhetaji, could, easily earn within a period of
14 years deserving reputation throughout the
Presidency The distinguishing feature of this
great institution was 1its students who, 1in then
general make-up, msight and intelligence,
could be singled out in comparison with otheis
of the time Like the Elphinstone Institute of
Bombay, 1t became the nursery of a number
of scholars, leading citizens and businessmen
who later contributed to an all-round develop-
ment of the country Even the fresh matricu-
lates numbermmg about 75 from 1867 to 1880 of
this Hagh School could easily occupy enviable
positions after some years of probationary
service 1n. Government Offices Others, who
were fortunate enough to prosecute their study
at the colleges, in different faculties, had pros-
pective and prosperous careers

Both the mstitutions, the Elphinstone Institute
of Bombay and its counter-part m Rajkot,
gave a new shape to the then public hfe of the
Presidency

Karamchand Gandhi, an aged Diwan of the
Rajkot State took his youngest son, Mohan,
to the portals of this new mstitution to be edu-
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cated on modern lines, in the Western Arts
and Sciences which, he knew, had given a good
Iift to many of his contemporaries

Thus, Mohan was placed m a new setting
The sight and the imposing structure of the
school were quite new to him and attractinne
enough The furmiture, too, was new The
teachers were persons of attamments The
Head-Master with his  towering personality
was parental towards his students All this
opened up a new way of hfe for Mohan

It 1s 1n fitness of things that the future Mahat-
ma had such a nice nursery n the form of his
Alma mater



6

MORAL
RECTITUDE

YOUNG Mownan started his student career

the well-known High School of Rajkot and
was placed in Std I-B The practice in the school
was to have two divisions A and B depending
on the number of students Both the divisions
were under the supervision of competent teachers
Nagp Nathu Ganatra was a matriculate of
1879 from the same school Mohan was under
the care of Ganatra In pomnt of service and
experience, Ganatra was senior to T Smuth,
the form-master of Std I-A, a fresh matriculate
of 1880

The normal work of the school ncluding fra-
ming of the syllabus, conducting of examinations
and prescribing of text-books was laid down by
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the Director of Public Instruction The sylla-
bus of Standard I, succeeding Vernacular Std
IV covered (1) Arthmetic (u) Vernacular
(1) History and Geography and (1v) English

Each Head carried 100 marks Some of the
mteresting features of the syllabus were

(1)  Arthmetic was taught for 6 hours
per week

(1) Eight hours per week were devoted to
the study of Vernacular and Reading
and Copy-writing were two skills stressed
for the examination of 100 marks, 40
marks for Dictation, in fair Balbodh!

(m) History and Geography were taught for
5 hours per week History was to be
read with maps

(=v) Enghsh had maximum time, 10 hours
per week The skills stressed were read-
ing, spelling and copy-writing 50 marhs
were for copy-book and spelling With
a total of 29 hours a week, the school
used to work on five weeh days from
1100 am to 500 pm with an hour’s
recess The class fee for Std I was
annas 8 per month

1 Balbodh 1 ¢ Devangar: script was used 1 those days i Guparat
for important or sicred writing



36 MAHATMA GANDHI—A TEACHER’S DISCO\ LRY

With this type of academic set up, Mohan
commenced his school studies along with his
brother Karsandas from December 1880 Both
the brothers were i the same class under the
care of the same form-master Nagp Nathu

Ganatra The eldest brother Laxmidas was in
Std 'V

The High School was at an easy walking dis-
tance from the State House, Mohan’s resi-
dence, requiring about 10-12 minutes Mohan
did not like to linger round and about after
school hours Temperamentally he was shy
He used to run back home as soon as the school
closed, lest any one should poke fun at him

Some mncidents of his school days indicate
the traits that moulded the making of young
Mohan while m his teens

‘Copying’ 1s a common failling among stu-
dents, 1ts temptation 1s too great to be resisted
Mohan’s refusal to copy the spelling of “kettle”
from his neighbour’s, at the time of Mr Giles,
annual nspection, despite the prompting from
his teacher, indicates his dislike to stoop to
unfair means without diminishing m the least
his respect for the teacher As a boy, he discip-
Iined himself by carrying out the wishes of
clders without seeming to question their autho-
rity In the present case, honever, he preferred
to appear “stupid” to bemng charged with moral
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turpitude In other words he was by nature
above lying and deception

This helped him 1 gaming moral strength
and i his mental growth mnspite of his remain-
g a mediocre student It 1s this aspect that
earned for him the remark ‘Very Good’ n
his Term Certificate under column of ‘conduct
This 15 shown i the Term Certificate of his
class submuitted by his form-master Ganatra
on 26-4-1881

The first term from December 1880 to April
1881 m Std I-B was a period of adjustment for
Mohan He preferred aloofness for the simple
reason that he could not stand the pranks and
jokes of other bovs He was i fact strugghng
hard to establish some concord bhetween his
natural tendency and the environmental cur-
rents with which he was faced This indeed,
looking to his age, was a sign of matu-
rity His effort at adjustment perhaps affected
his Termmal Examination (26-4-1881) The
record shows that he failed under the 3rd and
4th Heads 1¢ 1 History and Geographv and
English, scoring together only 127/400 marks

Mohan’s performance 1 the Ist examination
of the Anglo-Vernacular Std I-B at the
Kattywar High School, showed that he was
weak 1n Geography In a class of 34 pupils, he
was one of the threc who got no marks at all
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This weakness continued, probably because 1t
was not attended to Of 5 hours per week to the
study of History and Geography, it seems that
Geography had a secondary importance and
that the pupils many a time were left to them-
selves That may account for Mohan’s failure
in Geography From 1879 to 1887 Mohan was
not able to prepare it more creditably

Another weak area was Dictation as one of the
sub-heads under the 4th Head Spelling 15 diffi-
cult for begmners learning English In a class
of 34 pupils of Std I-A, only 3 boys could
score 25 (maximum) marks i dictation (1e
spelling), and 18 scored no marks at all In the
other division of I-B with 34 pupils, 18 boys
had secured 25 marks and 6, among whom
one was Mohan, got no marks at all

Thus on the whole, the result of the Terminal
Examination showed that Mohan, even among
failures, was almost at the bottom—a much
lower place than what he had achieved so far
He was 30th n a class of 34 mn Std I-B and
54th in the combmed divisions of I (A and B)
with 68 pupis Mohan’s total of 31 75% was
certamnly poor mn view of 83 5%, of the first and
25 59, of the lowest

The only redecming feature to Mohan’s
credit was that no adverse remark was made
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agamnst his name, as ‘Bad reading’ appears as
a remark against some of his class-mates

But what he had failed to achieve at the
examnation was more than *‘made good” in
the Term-Certificate, sent to his father, wherein
his conduct 1s recorded as “Very Good” This
was all the more conspicuous bhecause the
conduct of many boys, who fared much better
at the examination and who were regular n
thewr attendance during the term, was described
as merely Good Nagpn Nathu Ganatra whose
“prompting” as a class teacher was not respond-
ed to by Mohan, must have been impressed
by the boy’s “moral rectitude” This explains
why he was placed at par with Jaishanher
Dayashanker Buch, a top student imn the class,
and who moreover was present for all the days

Mohan at an carly age started showing signs
of rational doubts The bookish curriculum
might not have afforded an adequate challenge
to this boy who was influenced by the environ-
ment at home and outside This 1s noted as

“A scavenger (an untouchable) Uka, used to
attend the house of Gandhi’s for cleaning latrines
Mohan was forbidden to touch the scavenger
but though hardly 12, at the time, he would
tell his mother that untouchability was not
sanctioned by religion ‘“How that can be when
mn the Ramayana, one, regarded now-a-days
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mote per week Thus the weck had 291 hous
of teaching, learning

Mohan’s performance at the Terminal Exa-
mination (April 1882), despitc the diversions
at home was satisfactory Hc stood 13th n his
class and 29th i the Standard He sccured
57% marks, between 82 259%, the highest and
40%,, the lowest

The Terminal Exammation results of both
Mohan (No 3, Std II-A), 1882, and Kaisandas
(No 6, 5td II-B), 1882, inspite of their marriages
was fairly creditable The elder brother sur-
passed the younger one by 8 59, on the whole,
and also in the subjects except History and
Geography, standing 8th 1n his class among 27
boys, while Mohan stood 13th i his class and
29th in the standard, securmng 579, between
85259, (No 1 Std II-B), the highest, and
409, (No 20, Std II-A) the lowest He made
a poor show especially m Arthmetic 1n
comparison with Karsandas, his elder brother

However, with the second term, the table
turned Karamchand Gandhi, in his illness,
moved with his family to Porbundar for a
provisional change Here at every evening,
he used to listen to the Ramayana recited by
L.adha Maharaj of Bileshwar with a melodious
vorce This devotee of Rama, 1in course of his
recitation and explanation of Dokas and chopais
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completely lost himself carrying his listeners
with him This reading so enraptured Mohan
that 1t laid the foundation of his deep devotion
of Ramayana, at the age of thirteen

However, the dawn of adolescence was clouded
with a series of pitfalls and lapses that began
late this year In company of a relative, Mohan
was actuated to emit clouds of smoke from mouth,
i mmiatation of-his uncle, who was addicted to
smohing This led them to pilfer the stumps
of biris thiown away by the latter, and then
to steal copper comns from servants’ pocket
money But secrecy had to be observed, as juve-
nile smoking was not permussible Such restric-
tions from the elders pinched Mohan and his
companion all the more In thewr utter disgust,
therefore, they decided to put an end to their
Iife, as a last resort to he free from parental
bondage But at the last moment, better counsel
prevailed and the idea was ultimately dropped
because both of them felt “shv of death”

Mohan was once agan to be tempted to a
path of vice, a few months later m Rajkot, mn
the company of a classmate, Sheikh Mehtab
He drifted away to a strange path which could
well have been a path of delinquency He was
tutored to disregard family conventions, much
against hus natural wishes
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From the records of the Entiance Examination,
November 1879, we see that Sheikh Mehtab
Mahmedsha, (No 10 from the Rajkot Civil
Station School) and Karsandas Karamchand
(No 56 from the Rajkot City Taluha School)
passed the examination with 62 259, and 599,
marks respectively Both of them had been
admitted on the same day 1e 6-1-1879 to
Std I-B, at the Kattywar High School as
shown 1 the Geneial Register It 1s also learnt
that Sheikh Mehtab’s father, Mahmedsha
Umarmian was a Jaillor at Gondal

Durmg the nine months as class-mates m
Std I-B, Sheikh and Karsandas became friends
Both failed at the Terminal Examination held
on 24-4-1880 Their attendance during the term
was 94 and 88 days respectively out of 95
But the former had no heart in studying at
school Before the Annual Examination, Mehtab’s
name was struck off (15-9-1880) being absent
without leave for more than four days Associa-
tion with him, however, adversely affected
Karsandas who miserably failed and was conse-
quently detamned in standard I-B During the
vear, he was present for 229 davs out of 251
Very likely his absence for 22 days was due to
Mehtab’s company

Mehtab was re-admitted on 17-2-1881 to
Std I-A as shown in the General Register
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The close association between the two boys
continued as repeaters though they were
different divisions

It was Mohan’s turn now to be mfluenced bv
this joint company Karsandas was 15 and
Mehtab 16 Mehtab and Mohan were 1 the
same class II-A, but Karsandas was in II-B
Mehtab, senior by about three years to Mohan,
had already become the centre of attraction for
many pupils Well built and spectacular at the
High School sports he was “an adept mn long
jump” He preferred non-vegetarian food and
revelled on his diet in his circle of boys His
contact with Mohan was casual mn the begin-
ning through Karsandas, and as days passed
by the association became closer and intimate

Mehtab was wanting to influence Mohan
He began to impress upon him by his physical
strength and show of muscular development
Thus he used to “cast a spell over” the brothers
Mohan began to be more and more attracted
by Mechtab Taking the two brothers to the
nearby stream, Mechtab used to perform physical
feats, to impress the youths Mohan was almost
dazzled by them

That Mohan was in bad company was known
to all m the family—the mother, Putlibai, the
eldest brother, Lakshmidas and the young wife,
Kasturbar Kasturbai even warned her hushand
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that he was in bad company Others were equally
apprehensive of Mehtab’s mischiefs Even Mohan
seemed to be aware of his mate’s unfair traits
Nevertheless he was under the spell of Mehtab
Studies of both the brothers were affected by
their contacts with Mehtab and they were on
the path of almost delinquency—under his
guidance!

The school records show poor attendance of
74 (Mohan) and 67 (Karsandas) days out of
222 during 1882 This may partly be due to
their move to Porbandar They could not appear
at the Annual Examination The result-sheet
shows that both the brothers were on ‘Leave’
The year was wasted for Mohan and Karsandas
Their friend Mehtab, appeared at the Examina-
tion, but was detamed since he was not clgible
for promotion He was present mn the school
for 175 days out of 222 Anyway, the ‘trio’
remamed 1n the same standard probably as
a result of thewr mtimacy Was it an mtimacy
for delinquency?
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ATTACHMENT
TO DUTY

THE TwO BROTHERs had failed Karsandas
“left” the school on 4-2-1883, but Mohan
and Mehtab continued as repeaters in Std 11,
which had three divisions viz A, B and C with
31, 30 and 29 pupils respectively Both the
repeaters were in the same division A

Mehtab had now found a safe ground with
a year’s intimacy with Mohan Hec used-to take
more chances to be with Mohan, i and out of
the school He even entered the Karbharts
house where he was not a stranger From
Mechtab’s attitude and bearing, mstinctively
perhaps, Kasturbai had genume fears about
him In fact, she was not as credulous and as
stmple as her young husband was about Mehtab
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But the husband (Mohan) was “too proud to
heed” to his wife’s misgivings

Mohan, with his weak body and frail consti-
tution, might have been actuated to try non-
vegetarian food “to be as strong and daring”
as his fellow student Mehtab May be, that he
was carried away by “a wave of reform that
was sweeping over Rajkot”, the ultimate idea
bemmg “‘to defeat the English and make India
free” at a time when the British rule was hailed
as God’s gift—‘“the Divine Dispensation” But
Mohan’s next step towards a house of illfame,—
“a den of vice”—cannot be explamed by the
spirit of social reform. Heire, Mohan was comp-
letely under the grip of a wastrel Mchtab The
close intimacy that had developed between a
simpleton and a notorious character was indeed
a matter of great worry to Mohan’s clders

Therr close association was an 11l combmation
of good and evil forces However, before more
harm could be done, latent good sense prevailed
and Mohan’s “burning attachment to duty”
saved him from being a wreck That Mohan
could not bear the “compunction of lying”,
especially to his mother, was the strength of his
iner voice It saved hum and brought him back
to the right path

Despite ‘“‘occasions of moral lapses” Mohan
plodded on with his studies M M Pandya was
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again the class teacher, mn charge of Std II-A
The syllabus and the text-books were the same
That “the appointed tasks had to be gone through
every morning’ helped him to retrieve his
position 1n the class The result of the Termnal
Examination affords an indication of the serious-
ness shown by Mohan, in the second year

The term ended with the Annual Examination
through which Mohan came out m flying
colours So far as his marks were concerned,
he was at his best In fact, 689, of marks that
he secured at this Exammation was the highest
percentage he cver had obtamed throughout
his carecer In order of merit, he stood 4th in
his class, and 13th among the three divisions
Marks obtaned by Mohan were between
77 25%,, the highest and 409, the lowest, mnspite
of his absence for 47 days during the year The
persons who, decades after, were critical about
Gandhiy’s carcer at High School, did not
know that the future Mahatma as a student
had left many of his class-mates far behind lum
by his performance Under the 4th head, English,
he excelled Ratilal Ghelabhai Mehta who had
stood second mm Std II-B, by securing 169
more marks

It may be recalled here that Mohan’s friend
Mehtab after leaving the school on 13-10-1883
was readmitted on 20-10-1883 to be struck off
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again on 2-3-1884 according to the General
Register No 1032, though he had passed the
annual exammation under all the heads with
97 5% of marks This boy actually remamed
a watch dog for years 1882 and 1883, in Std 1I
But 1t was partly because of the family disciphine,
partly because of the Headmaster’s wigilent
watch and partly due to Mohan himself that
mtimacy with Mehtab did not do more harm

His sensitive and tender heart could no longer
keep pace with vice and, therefore, he was once
agamn on the mnight track, away from Mehtab,
away from temptations

The followmng story as recorded mn Mahadev
Desar’s Diary gives further evidence of controlling
mmpact of family life on the character of a grow-
g boy

“Nobody must have realised parental love
m this world as I did T hold a weighty claim m
that respect If I am told that there 1s any one in
this world, loving his mother or father more
than I, that person be brought to me, so that
I might see him I kept my parents deeply
attached to me My father used to exact even
the most trivial work from me mnstead of from '
servants There was a call for me if he wanted
water, or his legs shampooed n fact, for any
service His attachment towards me was above
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normal (super worldly) There could be no
equal to such a father On the day, I saw a
drama, my father wept terribly beating his own
forehead I was shampooing his legs according
to the usual practice, when a thought haunted
me that 1t would be a good thing if I might be
permitted to go and seec a drama I started
saying, “Bapu (father) » But Bapu paid no
attention In fact, he sensed out that the boy’s
mind was distracted to something I said again,
“Bapu, today there 1s a verv good dramatic
performance ” There was no reply even then
But I was so much caught up by the fascination
that day, that I could not control myself I
said the third time, “There 1s a very nice dra-
matic performance today, Bapu, could I go to
see?’ “G Go” that was what came out of
his lips, but 1t really meant “Don’t go”

Nevertheless, I did go

The moment, the first curtain of the drama
was Ihifted, I was all out for having a great
enjoyment Just then, some one from the house
came up there, and said, “Bapu 15 weeping
aloud and beating his forehead

Immediately I left Going home, solicited
father’s pardon He did not utter a word Not
a single bitter word came out from him He
expressed his displeasure only by himself weep-
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mg and beating his forehead Since that day
during lus life time, I have never been to any
drama ”’1

The incident reveals how the family discipline
worked The father 1s punishing himself instead
of punishing the offending son'! Suffering for
bringing about a change of heart was a great
lesson Mohan learnt from this incidence
Persuasion and change of heart later became the
Mahatma’s guiding principles m dealing with
men of all types

! Mahadev Desar’s Diar, Vol IV, p 53
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REKINDLED
LIGHT

KATTYWAR Hien Scroor, Rajkot, under the

leadership of Dorabj Edalj Gimi was making
rapid progress He was a strict disciplinarian
and “was a man of method and a good teacher”,
qualities which made him popular He had the
esperience of Ahmedabad and Nadiad High
Schools He was held in high esteem at Rajkot
A man of acumen and vision, he added to the]
reputation of the schoool, so that inspite of four
other schools at four places i Saurashtra,
students preferred the Kattywar High School,
Rajkot

Because of the rush of students, two new
wings, with two rooms each were added to the
maimn building The compound wall was also
constructed The teaching was well planned and
phased to prepare a student of average ability
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to shine at the Matriculation Exammation
That 1s why the performance of the Kattywar
High School, Rajkot, proved striking One
Bharada Bhikhaj stood 6th at the University
Examination of 1881 and other Jahangirshah
Kunvarpp Koyajr was 8th i 1890 It was
fact a single examination for students from the
entire Bombay Presidency Every year, candi-
dates of Kattywar High School won some of the
prizes and scholarships. It reached 1its height
of reputation under Gimi, as the Head Master
This nse was incidentally coeval with Mahatma
Gandht’s student days of the Kattywar High
School during 1880-1887 Some of the bright
students, as contemporaries at the High School,
did influence Mahatma Gandhi during his forma-
tive years and he has gratefully acknowledged
his debt to them although he differed from
them 1 many respects

Coming back to 1884 while Mohan was read-
ing for Std IIT at the school, his studies so
impressed the teacher Morarjy Mangaly, that
he was encouraged to skip a standard The
III standard was preparatory for admussion
to High School Course, leading ultimately to
the Matriculation Examination In other words
Std IV was the foundation, of the High School
Course

The Head-Master Gimi, was vigilent in pro-
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moting his students to a higher class He was
quick to notice the clever and the studious
Smce Mohan had such an encouragement,
it 1s clear that he was potentially a bright
student

Skipping a standard neither affected the
efficiency, nor the general level of the privileged
student In fact 1t 15 noticed that those who
could thus save a year by “double” promotion,
generally felt no difficulty m getting through
the Matriculation Examination They secured
a good percentage of marks When they studied
further they earned a name as scholars in their
respective colleges  Shippmg  therefore was
permitted to deserving students only

Young Mohan 1in Std III-B had as the class
teacher Nagjy Nathu Ganatra, who had alreadv
been mmpressed by the boy’s rectitude carly
mn 1881

There were shght changes i the syllabus
The week had 291 working hours

Under the 2nd Head of Vernacular (Gujarati)
text-books such as Balmitra and Kavya-Samkshep
were read instead of the Gujarati books The
subject was further divided into three sub-
heads carrying (a) 40 marks for Reading,
(b) 20 for Dictation and (c) 40 for (written)
translation of 5 lines from the English reading
book
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Under the 4th Head, the provision of written
translation of 5 short sentences from a Verna-
cular Book carrying 40 marks was substituted
by study of Pathmala

Table

Showing Mohan’s performance at the Termu-
nal Examination

Return of pupils presented under the 3rd Std at the Kattywar
High School, at Rajkot for the year 1884

Sub-{ Ist Znd 3rd 4th | Whe- |Grand| Rank | Rema-

jects | Head | Head | Head {Head| ther | Total | 1n rks
Arith- | Verna- | Hastory | Eng- | passed order
metic | cular & Geog-{ hsh | under of
raphy 4 Heads merit
. (100) (100) | (100) 1(100)

1 2 | 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
So0 e
§5§€

g =l
Marks "?, g ';3:2
obtai- 66 64 45 57 4 232 5 2=
ned _gm E g g
o 2.4 8
RofEd

This shows that Mohan had good rank n
both the divisions During the six months, he
was mn Std III, he must have prepared himself
for the Std IV It was on the strength of the
preparation that he was permitted to appear
at the Terminal Examination of both the stan-
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dards His performance at these examinations,
especially 57%, marks in English (the highest
in Std III-B) and a fairly good show with an
average of 509, marks under 3 heads of Std 1V,
were striking He stood 14th among 33 That
perhaps was the reason why Gimi accepted the
teacher’s recommendation for Mohan’s promo-
tion in the mddle of the years, despite his
failure 1 Arithmetic
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CHARACTER
ON THE ANVIL

MOHAN wiTH a faurly good performance n

the Terminal Examination was placed n
Std IV With new subjects added to his study
and with the Englsh as medium of imnstruction
mn the new class, he was almost at sea He must
however be considered lucky to have had the
opportunity of learning from distinguished
teachers Manshankar P Oza (of Gogha) taught
English and Pathmala, a text-book for transla-
tion-method of English Hargovind Harnarayan
Vyas (of Bardoli) taught Sanskrit, and Lallu-
bhai Mathuradas Sutaria (of Nadiad) History,
Geography and Mathematics These disting-
uished teachers were only undergraduates from
the Elphinstone College (of Bombay) which
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was a famous seat of higher learning m those
days A significant feature of this Trio of teachers
was that they came from places of Gujarat,
destined to play a significant role 1n the National
struggle for freedom under a leader whom
they were teaching

As regards the subjects of Mohan’s liking
and his mastery over them, little can be said
posttively, but Sanskrit was preferred by him
and he was the 2nd out of 17 who studied
Sanskrit along with him Geometry, though
not to his iking did mmpress him as a discipline
Mohan’s performance at the Annual Examina-
tion i Std IV 1s not known

The year, on the whole proved educative
to Mohan His environments were responsible
in shaping his character

Mohan’s father, suffered a set back from the
Wankaner state regarding the settlement of
his dues to the tune of Rs 30,780 He had
applied to the Assistant Political Agent, Zala-
wad? for justice in the case but to no avail
The eveming of his life was thus cloudy and
anxious 1t was Mohan who during these days
was attending upon his father devotedly He
noticed how his father maintamed his poise
duiing the stress of stramed relations with

1 One of the districts of Saurashtra
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Wankaner and of the financial crisis During
the trymng period, Karamchand sought peace
and spiritual solace i the company of religious
preachers Discussions on various aspects of
spiritualism refreshed him Mohan was a pri-
vileged listener on such occasions -There were
Muslim and Parst visitors and father’s discus-
sions with them created a firm impression which

was ‘‘an early grounding in the toleration of
all faiths

Yet, Mohan showed in those years, a sort of
dislike towards Christianity, although later in
Iife, he was considered almost a second Christ

Rajkot had an Irish Presbyterian Church
founded i 1841 The Missionaries used to stand
m a corner near the High School, and hold

forth, pouring abuse on Hindus and their Gods
This was disliked by Mohan

Another mcident that disturbed Mohan was
the conversion of Moreshwar Atmaram Turkhud,
FGS, to Chrstianity Turkhud, son of Dr
Atmaram Pandurang of Bombay, was the Vice-
Principal of the Rajkumar College, Rajkot
since 1its very inception (10-2-1871) He was
baptized when he was 36, on Thursday, 24th
July, 1884 by Rev Taylor,? of Rajkot Church

2 The author of Guiarati Grammar This text Mohan studied o
Std VII in 1887
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Among the 50 persons who were baptized 1n
1884, Turkhud, mn virtue of his post and posi-
tion was prominent In fact he was the only
Hindu digmitary who embraced Christianity
at the Rajkot Mission during its career of 43
long years His conversion was therefore “a
talk of the town™ and that created in Mohan
a dslike for Christianity

Mohan passed through critical times A theft
of a bit of gold clipped from Karsandas’s armlet
was reported It was committed by Mohan with
the noble object of clearing elder brother’s debt,
but the ways were more than a boy could bear
He, however, made a clean confession of his
guilt to his father He asked for adequate
pumishment for 1t and undertook never to steal
again He wrote a note to his father pleading
him not to pumsh himself for his son’s offence
(as he had done previously)

This mcident appears m “AMy Childhood with
Gandhyr 7 One day when Momiyva returned
home, the flower design on his gold armlet was
missing When father and mother questioned
him, he said he did not know what had hap-
pened and nothing more was said about 1t
Mohan went to his books but came back to his
mother soon and told her the truth Then he
wanted to know 1f father would heat him for his

3 Prabhudas Gandht  pp 30 31
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lapse Mother asked him to go and tell father
himself, assuring him that he would not be
punished She even volunteered to tell father
not to beat him but Moniya said, it was his
fault and he should face father himself He
left mother and in a hittle while handed a note
to his father Father was greatly touched by the
letter and fondly told Moniya that he would
not be punished ”

In fact these are the words of Mohan’s sister,
Raliatben alias Gokiben Besides, 1t was against
Mohan’s gramn to tell an open hie The only
relevant fact i the quotation seems to be that
Mohan divulged the secret in a written confes-
sion when a search was on foot as to how the
piece of the armlet came to be missing

The whole episode was an object lesson
Ahimsa for him ““The pearl-drops that trickled
down his (father’s) cheeks cleansed my heart
This sort of sublime forgiveness was not natural
to my father The wonderful peace that he
showed on this occasion was due to my clear
confession and that made him feel absolutely
safe about me and increased his affection for
me beyond measure ”’

Another story m the life of Mohan was his
friendship with Sheikh Mehtab Sheikh was not
a “moneyed’’ boy as Lows Fischer though the was
His father, Mahmedsha, was employed by the
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Kattywar Political Agency as a jailor at Gondal
on Rs 20 pm His son Mehtab therefore could
not be m a position to indulge 1n extravagance
Mohan did not know how the savoury dishes
and the hike were paid for Karsandas, Mohan’s
elder brother as an accomplice was in the
know of this Mehtab who played his usual
tricks, used to tempt the two brothers, Karsandas
and Mohan to a path of moral degradation
Mohan was persuaded to steal 1 order to square
the debt incurred by Karsandas, which may
have been Mehtab’s also

Mohan, who had shown uprightness so far,
stooped to steal probably because of his love and
consideration for his elder brother, and also with
a desire to mmprove Karsandas’s mode of life

Mohan shines the brighter by his conduct On
realising that his attempts to reform his brother
did not succeed, he severed his connection with
Karsandas

“Karsandas and I were fond of each
other Being about of the same age, we were
together most of the time He was of a very
different temperament He would be verv upset
if 1 did not join him m the things 1 did not
Iike Still he was very affectionate to me Not
to fit in with your own brother’s wishes 1s some-
thing to be regretted Unfortunately, I bad to
feel that regret all the time, for not agreeing
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with his 1deas I could not help hurting him
I had hoped that on returning to India, I would
beg forgiveness and would thus remove the
mental difference between us But God had
evidently willed differently 4

“My brother was a drunkard, a thief
and addicted to smoking, but then did I ever
hate? No, never I said to him “Brother, I am
not going to have any connections with you
until you give up your bad habits But this was
said m a spuit of love **®

“I can tell you that I used to say to him
(1e XKarsandas) everyday that he was unjust,
and his actions were based on the foundation
of immorality I used to tell him that he was
not on the path of truth But imn all this, there
was no hatred on my part towards him I used
to say to hum these hitter things because 1 bore
him affection *’%

The urge to reform others was seen in 1its
mitial form even when Mohan was a lad of
14 while dealing with Sheikh Mehtab Since
then his endeavour for about 13 years to make
Mechtab change his ways ended in a tragic
fatlute His association with Sheikh was a period

4 Prabhudas G Gandhi Al Cluldhood with Gandhyr, p 122
5 Mahadevbhat’s Diary, Vol V, p 63
6 Ithid p 213
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of dark days and an acid test of his own character
Nevertheless, his conscious and persistent effort,
first to discipline himself by a rigorous course
raised his moral stature He was later able to
win over Mehtab’s wife and her mother Hanifa
Bib1 to court imprisonment for Passive Resist-
ance (Satyagraha) in Africa?

All this shows the crystal clear character of
young Mohan It was this kind of favourable
soil of Mohan’s mind that was to nurture a
valuable plant of Ahimsa To the world at
large 1t was dished out by the Mahatma as a
noble teaching of Truth and Non-violence
It 1s indeed a marvel—how the new thought
has spread far and wide as 1f on wings of time

7 Indan Opimen — Golden Number, Souvenmr of the Passive Resist-
ence Movement 1n South Africa, 1906-1914, pp 2528
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WINNING
' SCHOLAR

OHAN IN sTD V (1885) was pretty well sct

for his studies, but Dame Fate was prepar-
mg to deal him with some blows, perhaps to put
him to a severe test, during the same year
It 15 nice to see that Mohan came out the
brighter for the unfortunate events during the
latter part of 1885
As a student, Mohan began to live a regular
and studious life With a keen sense of duty
he used to finish his daily work punctually both
at home and in the school He never left his bed
later than six i the morning even i winter
His daily home work was done during morning
hours Regular attendance at the school from
11 am to 5 pm was a mark of his punctuality
and seriousness
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Yet Mohan was equally attentive to serve
his ailing father At intervals in the morning he
took care to attend on his father by giving him
medicine and bandaging his wound In the
eveming he used to return home and spend
sometime 1 preparation of medicine Then he
would go for long walks with his father’s permus-
sion At night he invariably undertook the
shampooing of the legs and nursing of the patient
(his father) till he was asked to retire or when
the latter fell asleep Thus, Mohan could seldom
go to bed earlier than 10 pm

This sort of work kept him busy, active and
punctual It allowed him no leisure for 1idle
gossip and even aimless loitering about as was
indulged by boys of his age Apart from the
time to be devoted to his daily lessons and
attendance at the school, he placed himself
entirely at the service of his revered ailing father
The daily time-table of his work clearly brings
out mherent qualities of Mohan He showed
patience, and he was studious In whatever
work he undertook he was serious He served
elders and the sick

In Std V Mohan had to work hard as the
subjects to be studied were not easy Euchd

was a new subject to be studied from Std V
The Ist Head, had 3 sections
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(a) Anthmetic - 40 marks
(b} Euchd — 30 marks
(c) Algebra — 30 marhs

Six hours per week weie assigned to this
Head m the school time-table Under the 2nd
Head, mnspite of a clear provision of an option
between the Vernacular (1e Gujaiati) and
Classical language, pupils wete required to study
etther Sanskiit or Persian as a Classical language
upto Std VI They were allowed to select
Vernacular (1¢ Gujarati) as an optional lang-
uage to Classical language only i lighe:
Stds VI and VII Strangely enough, the list of
books for different subjects does not show any
prescribed books as Gujarati text Even scpa-
rate periods to teach the Vernacular language
were not assigned Thus in view of the frame-
woik set up by the Unwversity of Bombay, the
teaching of Gujarati was entirely neglected,
though 1t was all the more to be encouraged
under the terms of Wood’s Despatch® All
that was done for the study of vernacular was
to set a tianslation of 10 lines into Gujarat:
carrying 50 marks at the examination

As Mohan was studious he had Iittle diffi-
culty with the books Asa good team of capable

1 Wood's Despatch, dated 19-7-1854
Tull text as in the originnl
DP I's No 66 of 8-4-1870
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teachers of the times was Naranp Kunvarp
Mehta, an Elphinstoman teaching Enghsh
History and Geographv  Mathematics was
taught by Dahya Khetsh1 Sanghavi, Hargovind
Harnarayan Vyas used to teach Sanskrit and
Nanumiya J Katarwala, Persian

Mohan showed good result at the time of
Inspector’s Examination (March 1885) where
out of 40 pupils that were enrolled, 35 appear-
ed Only 14 passed under all the Heads Mohan
stood 3rd with 624°, marks, between 799,
the highest and 43 6°, the lowest Those that
had Persian as Second Language, were perhaps
not examined in that subject as no marks were
assigned against thewr names For arriving at
their new rank, their percentages were calcu-
lated from the grand total of 350 marks whereas
inclusive of Sanskrit (as Second Language)
their percentages were worhed out as from
450 marks

From the Inspector’s Examination 1t appears
that Mohan’s habit of hard work brought him
a good reward in Mathematics, a subject that
had troubled him i the previous Std IV
His score in Sanshrit was creditable Even in
History and Geography he could put up a good
show Somehow he was not upto the mark in
English especially 1n Parsing and Composition

Mohan's 3rd rank m the class of 40 and his
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attendance of 35 days out of 36, show that he
was earnest and that he was trying hard

The Termmal Esamination soon followed
and in 1t only 7 boys including Mohan passed
mn all the Heads out of 35 that appeared fiom
amongst 39 of the class Mohan with his 55 759,
marhs secured Sth rank, scoring between 71 259
the highest and 4559, the lowest One Virp
Manordas stood first in his standard As compared
with his past, 1t 15 not easy to say why Mohan
had had a setback of 6 79, The time gap be-
tween the two examinations was of one month
only His performance in English at the Terminal
Examination seems to have deteriorated but
the marks gamed by the first student Virp
Manordas only indicate the vagaries of the
examinalion

Mohan was one of those 13 boys about whose
reading some remarks have been made m the
last column in the result-sheet He s recorded
to be fast in English Reading, unde: the second
Head, and has been assigned 12 marks out of
40 Whereas Tribhovan M (No 7) was given
15 marks 1n spite of his ‘Bad Readmg’ The
highest marks assigned for Englsh reading with
no remarks whatsoever were 16, and yet No 6
(Vaghajy Pitambat) with his “Tolerable reading”
was equated with those securing the highest
marks, while No 10 (Kashiram Kanj) with
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the same ‘““Tolerable reading” was placed a
Iittle lower by 2 marks This 1s an apt illustra-
tion to explain how such variations creep 1n
the assessment

The result-sheet of the school record shows
the following difference n achievements of

Vit who secured first rank, and Mohan 1n the
two examinations

Inspector’s Fxamination : Terminal Extmmation

English (100) Enghsh (100)
Mohandas K G 47 38
Virp Manordas 71 536

Mohan by now had another dimension added
to his student personality With the passage of
time, he developed a natural tendency to raise
searching questions of ‘how’ and ‘why’ about
everything He could not satisfy his quernes
from his elderly cousins for whose mtellect
he had high regard Even reading of Manusmnti®
could not impress him The practical code of
conduct, contrary to personal religious conven-
tions, led him to lose a living faith in God and
ultimately he was wnclined to ‘“‘atheism”

The poet Shamaldas’s stanza of 6 lnes in
lesson No 31 of the Gujarat1 VII Book that he

2 Manusmritt — or the Gode of Margu, a stendard work of ancient
law-givers It s called GEIIAIFH
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had learnt m Std VI, gripped his mind and
heart Its precept—“Return good for cvil’

became his guiding principle—that implanted
i him the germ of Ahimsa

Mohan knew the more exacting standards
and the tough nature of the question papers
would demand a far greater effort on his part
Although he was doing his best, the father’s
illness held out no hopes There was also an-
other case Mohan had to attend to His wife
was about to deliver, almost at the time of the
Annual Examination The mental pressure on
the youth, about to become a non-adult father,
under the conditions could well be imagined

Misfortunes generally don’t come singly
Mohan fully expertenced the truth of the
adage by lus own lot On the mght of 16th
November 1885, Karamchand breathed his
last and soon after Kasturba delivered an
l-fated child (20th Nov) which died within
the next three or four days In the mdst of the
father-less family, there was the child-less
mother in her teens The sudden and simul-
taneous nature of the calamities made Mohan
grief-stricken for some tume But he did not
loose courage, he faced the bereavement with
more than ordinary understanding In fact, he
was wiser for his age
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Result-sheet of the Annual Examination (18853)
shows that of 37 students enrolled, two were
absent and 26 were promoted and 11 1¢ one-
third of the students in the class, were detained

Mohan obtained 57 4%, marks and stood 6th
Though he was last among those who passed
in all Heads, Mohan’s performance was credit-
able, m view of his domestic difficulties His
co-student, Virjt Manordas got 72 4% of marks
and stood lst

Mohan faced one more competiting test, in
English along with his class mates and he stood
4th among the brilliant team However his
score of 85°, marks i Mathematics at the
Annual Esammation was a feather in his cap
since this helped him to be considered eligible
for the award of Junagadh and Jetpur (Junior
Scholarship) of Rs 4-2-8 per month

In the VI Std, Mohan seems to have been
absent for 32 days That was because of the
double mourning, mourning within mourmng
which had been his lot The orthodox famulv
must have had to undergo certain propitiary
rites and that must have engaged Mohan at
home, away from the school His seriousness
about studies was now well known During
the 2nd term, he was not absent for a
day even
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In the pre-Matriculation class, there was
mncreased pressure of studies Here the prog-
ress in English practically determined the fate
of the student and failure in it was almost
a failure for the year The student was detained
and was not promoted

The extent of the study can be imagined
from the teats in English the students were
expected to read For prose, 200 pages from
Addison’s Spectator, 750 lines of poetry, Milton’s
Pajadise Lost, (200 hnes to be memorised)
In addition, Analysis (Morell’s), Adam’s Giam-
mar and Pathmala V, were other books to be
studied carefully For the oral test 40 marks
were for reading Englsh, and 30 ecach fo
translation and composition

Sanskrit as a Second Language was getting
more and more complicated what with irregula:
verbs and nouns, non-conjugational tenses and
the multi-worded compounds The teacher
was more exacting than the rest, paying more
attention to avoiding peculiar pronunciation
of Gujarati boys

But Mohan was piepared to meet all even-
tualiies He accepted the tough examination
as a challenge to his capacity for hard work and
careful study There at the Terminal Examina-
tion he could get 47 2% marks and stand 6th
m the class Vi Manordas was the first
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with 59 6%, marks, but Mohan had secured
18 marks more m Mathematics than Virp
In Sanskrit, Mohan and Virp had almost the
same number of marks What was more, Mohan
was singled out for carcful reading in English

The ngour of the exammation must be
narrated before noting further progress of
scholar Mohan At the examination, more
importance was given to English An oral test
was conducted besides the usual written exa-
mination Reading with correct pronunciation
and proper accent was a merit Ability to
explain difficult passages, and the power of
expression of the student were put to test
Mohan earned the remark “not bad” for his
English study

Mohan was entitled to the scholaiship
Std VI, when his father was not there to know
that his dear Manu had started earning while
learning But the entire responsibility of sup-
porting the family had devolved on Laxmidas
and Mohan was fully aware of what that res-
ponsibility meant During the ailing days of
his father, he had known and heard enough
to get an 1dea of the family position, 1ts finances
and 1its high status 1 the society In fact,
Mohan had precociously become wise, he
knew more for his age No wonder then, all
the small money he had earned including rupee
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one per month for two months as “Exhibition”,
was handed over to Lasmdas regularly as it
came without in any way fecling the loss
Mohan was perhaps glad that he was thus

allowed to share the burden with his eldest
brother

With such a record, how could Mohan be
called a mediocre student? He had won scho-
larships 1n two successive years His score was
by no means ordmnary, he had shown good
progress and had some striking qualities The
teachers were not wrong in expecting promis-
mng performance of his at the University Exa-
mination His work had raised those hopes
about him Did not Mchan rise to the occasion
and did he not fulfil the hopes so raised?
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MATRICULATION

MOHAN BY Now was on the threshold of

maturity In fact, soon after the Annual
Examination of Std V in November, 1885 when
he was 16, he became a father This was of
course, not uncommon 1n those days of early
marriages

This physical maturity of Mohan was aided
equally by the same mental make up 1n under-
standmg his role in the familv His brother
Laxmidas bemg the eldest, had the respon-
sibility of running the house, and keeping up
family tradition and standard of living Mohan,
under the circumstances, used to calculate
every pie to be spent after his personal needs,
lest he might prove a burden to his brother

This psychological change made him more
serious in his dealings His picture with his bro-
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ther Laxmidas mn ‘Malatma Gandh’* and 1n
‘Mahatma’® shows lus maturity at 17  His
physical frame and other features, retaming
Traces of tenderness, had well-mgh been
formed A change m his diess viz substitution
of a truban® for a cap presents him as a growing
young man taking to his native costume He
was budding into manhood almost ready to
face all eventualities of Ife

In his studies, he was mahing progress but
slowly Durmg the second term of Std VI he
became more studious There was nothing to
detain him at home His attendance was full
125 days and this helped him 1n getting a
higher class-rank He was 8th amongst 33 bovs
that had enrolled for the Annual Examiation

He scored 49 4%, marks and thus went up as
high as rank 4th thus standing between Vi
Manordas getting 63819 the highest and
41 29, the lowest In Mathematics and Sanskrit
he maintamed his place Sanskrit which he had
accepted as a challenge did not remam a tough
subject with him He secured 569%, marks His
score of 18/30 and 15/30 marks in composition
and translation respectively helped him to gan
his ground i English

1 Government of India Publication, 1954
2 D G Tendullar Vol I (Ist Edn) p 32
3 Head wear especially by elders in Kathiawar
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At the end of the Examination, the award of
Junagadh and Jetpur (semior) scholarship No 1
of Rs 10/- per month made others aware of
his sincerity and him of the sense of responsibi-

hity His industry and devotion to study began
to mark him out

Mohan entered the final year of the High
School The background of this topmost class
i a high school deserves attention Std VII
was the final year of a secondary school stage
at the end of which an Examination used to be
held on behalf of the then Boaid of Education
With the mcorporation of the statutory Umver-
sities the college Entrance Examination was
replaced by the Matriculation Examination that
was held once a year by the respective Umiver-
sities Since then the academic functions of the
Anglo-Vernacular schools in the Bombay Presi-
dency began to be controlled from the top
by the Unwversity of Bombay The University
laid down the syllabus, the mode of Examina-
tion and the standard of attamment required
at the end of a Secondary School stage It was
the Matriculation Examination

Among the fisst to get through 1t was Mahadev
Govind Ranade, (1859) known later as the Prince
of Graduates Sir Pherozeshah Mehta matricu-
lated two years later (1861) Lokmanya (1872)
and Mahatma Gandhi 15 years later i 1887
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In 1887, the number of full-fledged High
Schools that prepared candidates for Matii-
culation Esammation was 77 The syllabus,
than 1n force, after being recast in 1880, com-
prised of five subjects classified under three
groups viz (1) Languages (1) Mathematics and
(m) General Knowledge

In the Language-group, Englsh was com-
pulsory A wrtten paper in English (150 marks)
for three hours was set with questions on
(a) paraphrasing or translation into Enghsh
(b) grammar and (c) exercise or exercises in
written composition The second language other
than English was to be selected from a list of
13 languages viz 6 classical languages—Sans-
krit, Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Arabic and Per-
stan, 2 Modern European Languages-French
and Portuguese and 5 Vernaculars—Marath,
Gujarati, Kanarese, Hindustam1 and Sindhi
One paper of three hours (100 marks) was set
covering questions on prose-passages for trans-
lation from and mnto English and questions on
grammar

The second group was of Mathematics that
mncluded Arnthmetic & Algebra—(100 marks)
for three hours, and another paper Geometry
(75 marks) for two hours

The third group of General Knowledge had
three subjects viz (150 marks)—(a) Elementary
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Historv of England and India and (b) Elemen-
tary Geography (one paper 75 marks) for two

hours, and a paper on (c) Natural Science
(75 marks) for two hours

Mohan was facing the rigours of the final
vear The new Matric class included 10 students
promoted from Std VI and 15 from the previous
batch who could not be sent for the University
Exammation Its intellectual level was fairlv
average None of the ten boys had passed under
all the six heads At the Annual Examination
of Std VI, three boys securing highest marks
i Mathematics were 70}, 70 and 63, although
this was generally a scoring subject

Teaching of different subjects was entrusted
to experienced graduates The Head-Master of
the High School was the Form Master of
Std VII Generally he was responsible for major
subjects like English, Mathematics and Science
In the first term Dayabhai Motiram Jagirdar,
who had his BA in IInd Class in 1867, was
the Form Master of Std VII

Academically, 1t was going to be a hard year
for Mohan Expectations and standard of
attainment were high The result of the Terminal
Examination which normally was strict for all
classes, proved to be tough Out of 40 boys on
the roll, 34 presented for 1t, only 3 passing under
all heads! They were labelled as ‘Good’ n the
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result-sheet 15 passed in Mathematics, 20 m
Second Language, 19 in Historvy and Geography,
3 m English, 7 m Tianslation and 22 1 Science

In the 1esult Mohan was pushed down a step
from 12th to 13th Though he went down by a
place only, 1t was enough to disturb him It was
really strange how he lost his hold over Sanskrit
within five months The boy’s waning interest
m the subject may be atrmbuted to the option
of selecting Gujarati, permissible under the
University Regulations His performance n
translation, securing 13 out of 50 marks does
him little credit Nevertheless, with only 309,
marks 1 English, he was 4th mn that subject
Out of six heads, he could pass in three only viz
(1) Mathematics (1) History and Geography
and (1) Science

And yet Mohan was considered as one of the
prospective candidates to get through the
Unaversity Examination as he had been testified
as ‘fairr’ Individual remark unde:r graded
categories such as Good, Fawr, Weak, Bad and
Very Bad was put agamst the name of each
student

There was a practice of sending Term Reports
at the end of the Terminal and Annual Exami-
nations informing the guardians of the over all
performance of thewr wards This 1eport shows
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that Mohan remained present in the class for
all the 52 days during the Term

The candidates had clear five months mclusive
of summer vacation to prepare for the “Preli-
minary” which was the school Test prior to the
University Examination The second term
commencing from the middle of June till the
end of September was naturally shorter The
results of the Prelimmary Examination used to
decide whether a candidate was fit to be sent
up for the University Examination

The result-sheet of the Preliminary Esami-
nation indicates difficulties in a foreign language
as the medium of instruction imposes Answers
were evaluated in fractions of marks as if weig-
hed i a balance Out of 32 candidates, 3
passed m Englsh, 14 mm Arnthmetic—Algebra
(combined), 21 in Geometry, 4 in Sanskrit, 3
in Persian, 7 mm Gujarati, 14 in Science and
13 1 History and Geography Not one student
passed at the first attempt

Mohan (No 13) having availed himself of the
Gujarati option m place of Sanskrit i the
second term, was the first among candidates
offering Gujarati, and with his 43% marks
stood 4th in the Second Language group He
was 6th in Englsh, but was not upto the mark
in History and Geography and was still below
average m Science However, his score of
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278% on the whole, was between 4529, the
highest and 22 49, the lowest Among those that
were sent up to appear, Mohan was two ranks
above 1e at 11 This position was not discredi-
table 1 view of the stiff nature of the Examina-
tion The students who appeared at the Preh-
minary were, on the basis of their result, put
into categories with distinguishing signs marked
agamst their names Nos 1 to 10 were ticked
as4/ while Nos 13 to 16, 23 and 24 had a sign of
mterrogation against their names Mohan was
m the second lot.

In all, 17 candidates out of 32 were sent for the
University Examination, that was to commence
on 21st November, 1887 at five different centres
simultaneously Out of these 17, 10 were re-
peaters, and the rest appearing for the first time

A word about the Matriculation Examination
of those days an extract from a Head-Master’s
Report shows the seriousness, the struggle and
the plight of the students “Out of 20 boys,
preparing for the Matriculation in the year
1869, nine were actual beggars To all such
boys, school life was a period of sore trial
The middle class who seek High School educa-
tion are the really poor, for the boys mn a High
School are the sons of Karkoons 1 ¢ clerks whose
annual mcome 1s seldom over 400 rupees, and
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of beggar Brahmins* who somehow manage to
live from hand to mouth °

Most of he students had to struggle hard for
obtamning their tuition fees and books, some of
them had to undergo phvsical labour for their
hiving With all the difficulties, learning through
English medium, proved a burden added to the
uphill task English was the medium of mnstruc-
tion all through After all the struggle and
hard work, a majority of the candidates were
plucked because of their poor English expression
Foreign language proved a great impediment
Those who got through the Examination at the
first trial were considered lucky But in the case
of many, the examination-grind was seveic
It left them frustrated

Kathiawar boys, like the average Indian
students, were generally studious and hard-
working Nevertheless, effort at appropriate
expression i a foriegn language put them at
their wit’s end In consequence, the result of the
Unwersity Examination was not favourable
The percentage of fatures was high Mohan
was fully aware of these hadicaps long before
he actually appeared for what was mn fact the
school’s final

4 Here possibly 15 2 ms-understanding of the term fqg? ”
1n the Indian Society This 15 a priestly class, mostly dependent
on the community, but none the less highly respected by oll
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The five centres mn the Presidency—Bombav.,
Poona, Ahmedabad, Belgaum and Karachs
and here where the Examination was held at the
same tune—on the same day The total number
of candidates enrolled was 3,067 mn 1887,
distributed as Bombay 1577, Poona 536,
Ahmedabad 465, Belgaum 379, Karachi 110
It 1s obvious that many students took advantage
of this opportunity to be in that colourful city,
Bombay Mohan however restrained his curiosity
because of high costs involved and chose
Ahmedabad as a place where he would appear
for the Matriculation His seat No was 2275

Seventy-seven schools sent up 1457 candidates
for the Matriculation Examiation, while 1555
appeared as private students who were repeaters
(= who had failed previously) A paper a day
(for 3 hours) i the afternoon except on the
last day when they had two papers of two hours
each, was their time-table

In all theie were six papers The question
paper of three hours’ duration had 11 ques-
tions and the one of two hours, had 10 No
option for answering this or that question was
allowed It was a practise of those days to print
the names of the esaminers on the question
paper This, the practice of the London Univer-
sity, was just imitated here
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The oral exammation, 1n English carrying
90 marks being a special feature, took place
at the same five exammation centres, soon
after the written examination was ovel

Another feature about this examiation was
that the examiners in English were expected to
complete their assessment before the beginning
of the oral test The performance in English
practically decided the fate of many a candi-
date Marks of the subjects other than English
were not entered for those that had failed n
English

The result of Matriculation Examination at
which Mohan had appeared, was published 1n
the Bombay Government Gazette (pp 104 to
116) In all 799 candidates had been declared
successful They were arranged in order of
merit, and m it Mohan’s rank was 399th But
soon after, a candidate with a rank 769A was
mnserted and an additional list of 23 successful
candidates was published i the Gazettee of
8-2-1888 In the final arrangement of 1ank on
merit, Gandh1 Mohandas Karamchand stood at
404th rank out of 823 successful candidates

Of these, 722 were from the recognized High
Schools and 101 had appeared as private candi-
dates The respective percentage of successful
candidates was 495 and 64 But that of the
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Unmniversity as a whole 1t was 27 39 The failuies
were no doubt attributed to the special impor-
tance of English as the medmum of expression
The repeaters were not permitted by the High
Schools to appear at the University Examination
for the simple reason that their number would
affect the percentage of successful candidates
which m 1its turn would affect thewr grants
In view of this, for candidates who passed the
University Examination at the first attempt, 1t
was an achievement imndeed Mohan’s rank was
404th no doubt, but he had passed the examina-
tion at the first trial

The background of the school plays an
important part in shaping the academic profile
of a student The Matriculation class of the
Kathiawar High School, Rajkot, in 1887 was
not as outstanding as those either of the pre-
ceding and of the succeeding years Time was
when a Kathiawarian used to stand among
the first hundred at the University Examination
However, with 1ts 58 89, result, the Kathiawar
High School, Rajkot, stood 27th among 77 High
Schools of the Bombay Presidency. and was
first 1 the Northern Division and second
amongst the five High Schools of Kathiawar ®

On the analysis of the subjectwise score of
successful candidates of the Kathiawar High

5 Bombav University Calendar 1888-89, pp 216-33
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School, Rajkot, Mohan was at his hest m
Enghsh and was the first 1 the sub-head of
History and Geography, wheremn even the top-
most candidate was no better Mohan’s perfor-
mance 1 Gujarati, the second language he had
offered, was all the more commendable because
he had prepared it by himself, and that too
during the 2nd term Though on border line
in Mathematics, he had made a good stand 1n
Natural Science

From amongst 34 candidates who had passed
from the five High Schools of Kathiawar,
Mohan stood 5th and 6th in second language
and English respectively

At the Kathiawar High School, Rajkot, the
highest and the lowest percentages were 434
and 316 In between, Mohan’s percentage of
396 was definitely above the average Koyan
Marzban Kuverjt who stood as the highest at the
Kathiawar High Schools and was an Elhs
Prize winner in Persian at the Umversity
Examation, had a second trial, while Pandit
Dhimat Navalram had a record career of five
long years in the same Matriculation class
Marzban as son of an emment member of the
Rajkot Bar had the guidance at home from his
father Pandit Dhimat had also similar advan-
tage of his father who besides, bemng a literary
critic of repute, was the Principal of the Traming
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College at Rajkot These two boys had all the
facilities at home which were denied to Mohan
Mohan by now was the lone male member at
home shouldering the responsibility of a married
life, while at the same time, coming to giips
with many subjects he had to study

In the hght of these factors, lhis 15th rank, m
a way, was misleading, he was the 31d among
those who passed at the first tnal

His 404th 1ank at the University placed him
between 69 6% the highest and 2949 the
lowest

*When Mohan had secuied more than the
mimimum percentage in each of the five subjects,
1s 1t fair to observe that ‘“Mohan managed
barely to escape thiough examnation’?
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AT THE
COLLEGE

‘WHAT NEXT AFTER the school stage was the

usual question that stared all the students
the face both immediately after the Examina-
tion was over and after the results were declared
Mohan’s lot was not different What next after
Matriculation was also a question that was
staring the late Karbhart’s household

Mohan was the first matriculate i the
Gandhi family In those days at the Bombay
University, four courses were open (1) Arts
(2) Law (3) Medicine and (4) Engincering

Candidates for Arts had a choice to jon
according to thewr liking and means any one
of the 12 colleges mn the Presidency, while
those for professional studies had no such
option as Law and Medicine could only bhe
studied at Bombay, and Engincermg at Poona
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Degree m Arts required three years, but the
professional course took four to five years at
least

Under the circumstances it was decided that
Mohan should prosecute his studies in Arts at
the Samaldas College, Bhavnagar, for the
present, because 1t was comparatively cheaper,
and the place was within easy reach of Rajkot

One fine morning Mohan started for Bhav-
nagar with Pranshankar Bhavanishankar Josh:
As a matriculate of 1886, from the Kathiawar
High School, Rajkot Joshi had a vyear’s
experience of Bhavnagar College, he was thus
senior to Mohan, and was one of his close
associates at the College

Both the collegians travelled together 1n
Abubakar Jamal’s camel car that ran a regular
service from Rajkot to Jetalsar. It started from
the Dharmashala Plot m the Rajkot Civil
Station From Jetalsar to Bhavnagar they could
have a luxury ride of the Railway

Bhavnagar was a progressive state mn Kathia-
war m those days It had a galaxy of enlightened
rulers equally matched by thewr able Diwans
who ran the adminstration for the well being
of their subjects Liberal by nature, their dona-
tions and endowments were utilised for starting
schools and college and notable men of the
future had come out of these educational
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mstitutions The Kaiser-i-Hind Bridge on the
Ap Rawver built near Rajhot stll stands as
a memorial to the Bhavnagar grant The State

was also pioneer in operating a Railway line mn
Kathiawar

In the field of education, Bhavnagar gave a
lead to other states The opening of the Alfred
High School m Bhavnagar (1872) provided an
impetus to the nsing youths for the spread of
English education This was culminated when
the Samaldas College, the 9th 1n the Presidency,
was founded by His Highness Sir Takhatsinhy
Jaswantsinhpp Maharaja of Bhavnagar, m the
memory of his late Diwan* Samaldas Parmanand-
das The College was opened 1n January 1885
It was the first Arts College 1n Kathiawar and
third Native State to introduce higher educa-
tion by promoting a College

The College was mamtamed by the Bhav-
nagar State, and was under the supervision of a
Managing Body, with Diwan Vithaldas Samal-
das as its Chairman

The Endowments available at the College
were (1) 19 scholarships, from 15 to Rs 8 pm
(n) a Gold Medal (founded by Gaurishankar
Udeshankar, CS 1) of the value of Rs 120/-

* Is 1t not a umque occasion for a Maharaja to found a College 1n
the name — not of his family members, but of his Minster?
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The provision of large number of monthly
scholarships speaks of the State’s interest n
higher education to encourage promising stu-
dents on individual merit

The College was housed mm a buidding that
was once the State Library It was to the East
of the Alfred High School The bulding was
quite adequate at the time to accommodate
three classes of the first year, also known as
the Previous Class, First BA and Second B A
Hostel for boys was ' the same compound of
Hathikhana ¥ The College had on 1its roll 61
students 1 the first term

The scholarship holders were designated
“scholars” because they held various scholar-
ships while the rest were termed “Commoners”
Gandhi Mohandas Karamchand was a com-
moner The Previous class had 38 students; the
rest were the First and Second B A classes

In the Faculties of Arts students were generally
required to have thewr attendance for 80 days
mn the first term and 60 for the second term

The Previous class had 10 scholars and 28
commoners Of these, about half the number
were repeaters The examination was the
University examination held once a year in
November at Bombay Those that got through
at thewr first try, were considered lucky

+ Hathikhana hterally means a stable for elephants
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The College worked for five hours a day fiom
11 am to 5 am with an hour’s recess On
Saturday it had three hours’ working from
11 am to 2 pm Total work-load of 28 hours
per week was divided as under English 6,
Mathematics 6, Second Language 5, Physics 5
Logic 4 and History 2

In the General Register of the Samaldas
College, all the entries against serial No 116
Gandhi Mohandas Karmachand ate not filled
i probably because “Leaving Ceruficate” from
the onginating High School was not received
Incidentally, “Gandht” 1s spelt heie as
“Ghandht”

The roll-call of the Previous class, for January
1888 records Gandhi Mohandas Karamchand
as No 19, and his presence begins from Tuesday,
3rd January

Hardly had Mohan settled down in the new
surroundings when a series of Tests i the
College required his attention From 4th February
to 24th March, many such Tests had been held
Like most of his comrades, Mohan does not
seem to have fared well in these Tests

For his stay in Bhavnagar, Mohan had hired
a room in Rama Mandir, m Vadva locality
Here he stayed by himself, the pet lad of the
Karbhar: family, away from the sweet home to
which he was deeply attached as most lads
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of that age are It seems that he preferied
coohing his own food And all this made a
great change for him Very likely, 1t began
telling upon his health Headache was common
and Dbleeding of the nose not infrequent
Obviously, these were the difficulties a young
boy was facing in adjusting humself, physically
and mentally, to the new surroundings in which
he was placed by his own choice

Was 1t because of these difficulties that he
could not appear for all the tests? That he did
not appear for three papers of the Terminal
Examination, may have been due to his
unpreparedness of the subjects Durmng the
First Year at the College, all alone m a strange
place, Mohan must have found himself at sea,
as any one in his place would have done Yet,
he continued to study as best as he could
without running away from the trying conditions
and without thinking of trying his luck some
where else, 1n some other ine Was that duc to
his firm resolve to carry to the end the work
once undertaken? Or was it the strength of
character that sustained him agamst odds,
although he had not fared well m the tests
and m the Examination? Surely there was
something which made Mohan stuck to his
room, to his College and to his books, mspite
of not so favourable a result
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The Termmal Examination of the College
was held from 9th to 12th April, 1888 and 27
students appcared for 1, 11 remamning ahsent
On the results of this Examination, scholarships
were awarded and attendance was not com-
pulsory  Qut of 7 papers, Mohan appcared for
4 only as for the sest had to be dropped because
of bad health in hot Climate The rcsult of the
Exammation indicated the level of preparation
on the part of students as also the standard of
expectation  of the cxaminers Only ten out of
27 got through undcr all the heads (7 papers)
but 8 amongst them were repeaters  Mohan
sccured 34%, marks 1n English and n this paper
hc was 12th

The papers Mohan did not appcar for were
Algebra, Logic and Physics To a new comer
from a High School after the Matriculation,
these generally are more difficult subjects to
grasp at thc College level, where instruction
was given enurcly different than in the School
An madent how Mohan could not keep pace
with the lessons 1 Algebra s narrated by
P B Joh

Prof Dastur was lecuturing mn the class and he
noticed that Mohan showed little 1esponse
Wanting (o put the student more at case, Prof
Dastur asked Mohan to come to the black-board
and show what he had understood so far But
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Mohan did not stir from his seat, either because
he was too shy to so move and face the class or
he knew he had not been able to follow what
was being taught Perhaps the refusal of Mohan
to move was due to both the causes combined
Whatever 1t was, Algebra had been a stumbling
block along with Logic and Physics to Mohan
m his first year at the College and there was
nothing unusual about 1t These are the subjects
which threaten a fresh collegiate This 1s perhaps
because of the speed with which the study pro-
gresses and also because the subject 1s not easy
to comprehend

Mohan however seems to have indulged 1n
day-dreaming He had opened his secret heart
to a close associate Jayashankair Dayashankar
Buch that he was longing to proceed to England
for further study With not so bright an academic
record, with hardly any means of providing
for the expenses involved, with no definite plan
for the future, this dream may seem far too
unrealistic for a boy i which Mohan was
placed But 1t was a dream that most of the
students indulged in of the ttme Why, 1t 15 also
a dream of many students of that age today
There 1s nothing wrong in enjoying such dreams,
for, youth without any such dreams, would not
be youth That the dream was about studies in
England showed the dominant role that country
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played on the mental and physical plane of our
people Even as an orthodox person longs to
visit Kash1 or Rameshwar, whatever his physi-
cal, or financial position, so also the youth of
this country indulged in dreams about being
further educated in England From amongst a
hundred such dreamers at least one would be
lucky enough to have that dream 1ealised That
being so, Mohan was not wrong (and he cannot

be blamed for 1t) mn thinking about gomng to
England

It remains to be seen how the course of events
brought about this dream into a reality and
shaped Mohan ultimately to be the Mahatma
of the world, via of course being M K Gandh
Esquire, Bar-at-Law



14

ON WAY TO
LONDON

COLLEGIATE DAYS ARE an enjoyable period of

carefree adult life even as childhood days are
a happy remembrance the world over Happier
than the childhood days, and more enjoyable
on that account are the days spent in the colle-
giate atmosphere No wonder then that almost
every student aspires to be at the college, may
be without understanding the rigour of the
mtensive study, or with its full knowledge
Those that have to start earning as soon as
possible cannot actually be a college student
But none the less m their dreams they enjoy
the carefree college Iife Every student according
to his imagmation, pamnts his picture of that
Iife and how he would fit mto 1t

Mohan after a term at the College, hurried
home after the Examination, for the summer
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vacation, by April 13th The boy did not look
as though he had enjoyed his college days, as
was generally expected of him He seemed
more engrossed in thought quite unbecoming
of his carefrece age What was Mohan thinking
about even in his vacation days”

Very likely, he was hovering round his secret
desire to study abroad As a young collegiatc,
home for the vacation, he was being watched
bv many an elderly eye, out of affection, out of
paternal curiosity about his future perhaps,
out of interest 1n a promising youth of the town
One such eye seemed to be godsent to Mohan,
that of Mavjt Naka Dave, known in the familv
circle as Joshiyp He enquired of the elder in
the family why young Mohan was not being
sent to London for qualifying for the Bar This
thought was uppermost i Joshijt’s mind because
the first Bar-at-Law from Kathiawar, Gulam
M Munshy, had just returned with an attractive,
out of the way robe of the Barrister, from
England Why should not Mohan go the same
way? was a natural cunosity of Joship and
when that was expressed openly as if to sound
a command from an elderly well wisher of the
family, Mohan’s cherished ambition 1eceived
an added strength and he began to thinh about
it more earnestly

It did not take long for Mohan to realise that
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in fulfilling his dream, he had to sohé four
problems (1) Finding finance for the trip and for
stay abroad, (u) Securing consent of and
support from elders, (1) Facing and surmount-
ing caste-restrictions and (1v) to suffer long
separation from home and from dear and near

Karamchand Gandhi though a Diwan 1n
three states, had not amassed a fortune That
was against his gramn “Hoarded money spoils
childrden” he used to say Whatever he had
left for his pet (youngest) son, was of course in
the hands of Lasmidas who mmherited the family
responsibility Even that was not an adequate
amount taking into consideration the stay in
London for three long years plus the passage
both ways What was to be done to get over the
first hurdle of finance?

As Gandhr’s onginally came from Kutiyana
m Junagadh state, Mohan could claim to
recewve help from the Nawab for study abroad
as that was how the princely states then helped
promising youths of their times Mohan had
better claims to the states of Porbander and
Rajkot, as his father had served there Laxmidas
thought that an approach to Col J W Watson,
Political Agent, was still a better way of
securing monetary help, as he had held Karam-
chand in high esteem

All these sources were tapped one after the
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other but unfortunately, not even a ray of hope
was forthcoming Yet Mohan was not daunted
by the mitial disappomntment He tried to secure
help from his cousins and although they seemed
to extend a helping hand, thev could not be
relied on for the commitment Laxmidas how-
ever was confident that he would somehow find
the means to send his younger brother abroad
That would enhance the family prestige con-
siderably He did not at all lose hope and assured
Mohan accordingly not to be disheartened
Effort for finding finance was now on to he made
at Bombay

Securing consent of and support from elders
was not so easy a task as it was invanably
entangled with soft, silken, sentimental ties
Only Gautam Buddha had been successful mn
overcoming them m the prime of his youth,
when he deserted his dear Queen and dearer
mnfant prince at the palace and chose to depart
to the forest Was not Mohan i almost the same
predicament? In addition, Mohan had the old
affectionate Mother at home securing whaose
consent was no easy job

To tear himself away from the family which
had held him so close together must have meant
a tremendous effort on Mohan’s part He was
gomng to London far away from his own people,
out of Kathiawar, out of India, and he would
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be away for three long years He had 1calised
how miserable he was feeling, lonely and foiloin,
during lus short stay at Bhavnagar Was London
going to be any better” Were therc any familiar
faces to talk to, or to be with during spare
hours?

He must have argued and counter-argued
with himself before approaching the elders
the family on both the sides Securing his wife’s
consent, he knew, would be the toughest problem
for him She was sure to cite the instance of
Sita accompanying Rama mn the forest What
was his 1eply to that? Did she not know Panda-
vas 1 their exile were not lonely, they had their
mother and wife to keep them company But
here Mohan was going all alone, leaving back
his widowed mother and young wife to suffer in
silence the separation from their dear person
Was that night? To such sincere questioning
there was hardly any convincing reply All what
Mohan could do was to pamt an attractive
picture of the future The “first” Barrister from
the community, from the family, was going
{0 mean a lot of prestige and honour for every
one He was going for learning, and he must
be alone, even as Kacha was, when he went to
Shukracharya for learning the Sanjeevani

Putlibai had absolute faith in her darling As
a shrewd mother she had her doubts A youth
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mn a foreign land was likely to go astray, what
with temptations of meat, wine and women
In order to make herself doubly sure and secure
the blessings of a Divimity, she approached
Becharji Swami, a Jain Monk The Swams,
origmally, Modh Bania, administered an oath
to the boy and he undertook ‘“‘not to touch
wine, woman and meat” This was an adequate
protection for the mother, and she allowed the
son to go to London

Kasturba’s parents were equally perturbed
by this new development which meant the
son-in-law’s absence from India for such a long
period He had therefore to sausfy all of the
relatives and secure thewr good wishes for the
voyage Qualifying to be a Bai-at-Law would
sure be 1n the interest of his wife and others as
well

On 9th August, the Kattywar High School
of Rajkot was all gay and joyous to present an
address to Mohandas Karamchand Gandhs,
one of 1its noteworthy students He was going
to London for further studies The send-off was
arranged by his friends, old boys and his well-
wishers Mohan was the first youth from the
Bania community to go to London The function
was presided over by Pranpvan Narayan, the
First Master of the High School The Central
Hall was packed to 1ts capacity After speeches
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were made and “Bon Voyage” wished, Mohan
rose to thank the assembly Though shy of
addressing such a large audience, Mohan 1cad
out, in a shaking frame, what he had to say In
his reply to the address were memorable words

“Others would soon follow his example, and
on return from England, would devote
themselves with self-sacrifice of martyrs to the
noble work of regencrating India ”t

Prophetic words indeed in the mouth of a
nervous striphng of 19 The Mahatma was
sacrificed as a Martyr on 30th January 1948
at New Delhi and he did prepare an army of

the choicest sons of the soil to regenerate “New
India >

It was Friday, 10th August 1888 (Shravan
Sudi 3, Vikram Samvat, 1944) when Mohan
was to proceed to Bombay This then was a day
of separation, the pangs of which were to be
spread over a long period to be experienced by
all concerned Far away from his home at
Rajkot in Kathiawar, he was to be detached,
to proceed to a foreign land across the proverbal
seven seas at a distance of thousands of miles to
cover which more than three weeks were required
for the steamer For nearly three years, he was
not to expect to see his Native land nor to see

1 “Kathawar Times"
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the members of his family, not even to meet
dear mother and the devoted wife The very
idea of separation must have broken him but
outwaidly he would not give m A arcle of
about 50 friends, who had come to hid hum
farewell that might, had been awaiting at the
door He, therefore, took courage m both
hands, and approached his mother for blessings
She was in sobbing tears Before his wife, he
stood like a dumb statue for a moment and left
her with a kiss 2

With a heavy heart, he left Rajkot that very
night for Bombay, with his elder brother,
Laxmidas, his friend Sheithh Mechtab and two
others On his way, some friends saw lum at
Gondal and Dhola and at Bhavnagar anothe:
batch of collegiates Some preferred to travel
with lum as far as Wadhwan

But the turmoils and tribulations were not
over In fact, whatever took place upul now
was just the beginning of a long end The last
scenc was to be staged at Bombay The Bania
communily was furious at Mohan’s intention to
cross the scas He was hemmed in all sides,
and was dragged to attend the mecting that was
convened for the purpose The Head of the
clan was all rage and fury Was he not his

2 Collected YWorls of Mahatme Gandln, Vol 1, page 58
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father’s friend? Was he not his well-wisher?
You may have to eat meat and drink wine in
England You are crossing the sca How many
of your acts are against our caste rules® There-
fore, on behalf of the community Mohan was
solemnly asked to reconsider his decision
Otherwise he and all those who were associated
with him, will have to be ex-communicated

This was indeed a severe ordeal for Mohan
It was quite unexpected, too His reply was as

polite as 1t was dignified, unmoved by the
threats

“I thank you for your warming I am soiry
that I cannot alter my decision What I have
heard about England 1s quite different from
what you say One need not take meat and wine
there As for crossing sea, if our breathren can
go asfar as Aden, why could not I go to England?
I am deeply convinced that malice 15 at the
root of all these objectives '3

Two different situations brought out of
Mohan two equally different expressions The
one at Rajkot, m the company of an appreciative
and congenial circle of friends and well wishers
outlined an 1deal he had in view and the hope
that he was banking on for the service of the
mother land But when a threatening attitude

3 Ihd, Vol 1, pp 59-60
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was taken by the leader of the community at
Bombay he was not a person to falter, once the
decision was made Mohan’s stunning reply
was well argued, 1t had little of sentimentality
about 1t and he spoke words of worldly wisdom,
without being daunted, without falling a prey to
unjust and unjustifiable threats The analogy
of people gomng to Aden and going to London
was well thought of to meet the objection of
crossing the seas Mohan’s reference to malice
as the driving force of threatened ex-communi-
cation, was hitting the nail on the head and 1t
seems to have gone home of the head Patel
He immediately pronounced his curse of
ex-communication of the Gandhi family and
1t was to be extended to those who would
support the venturing youth

These words were “a bomb shell” to many
Some of the weak supporters left hum alone
Even his brother vacillated though only for a
moment But the intrigues of caste fellows
seemed to score for the time bemng Mohan’s
departure was deferred for a time as the sea
was rough i August and that a ship had sunk
m a gale Laxmidas suggested that Mohan’s
first voyage should be during less stormy season
After having arranged for Mohan’s passage he
returned to Rajkot, leaving Mohan to himself

While Mohan was left alone m DBombay
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waiting for the stormy season to pass off, news
came to him that one Majumdar fiom Juna-
gadh was soon leaving for England Thikmng
this to be a good opportunity and good company
to sail with Mohan tried to obtain the amount
which had been deposited with his brother-mn-
law for paymg for the passage But he was
flatly refused, nobody knows why But without
losing heart, Mohan approached Ranchhoddas
Patwar1 and told hum his tale of woe Patwar:
was kind and generous enough to pay for the
passage Mohan was ready to leave and Laxmi-
das was mformed accordingly The hner fixed
was S S the Clyde, sailing from Bombay on 4th
Sept

But the time he spent 1 Bombay was a time
of terrible anxiety and torture, now hopeful
and now despondent ‘I dragged along always
trying my best and then depending upon God to
show me the cherished goal 4

The Bombay port was in all flutter and gay
on 4th September, 1888 S S the Clyde bound
for London was laying anchor in the harbow
Passangers in silken costumes with pleasing
colours were ready to embark Friends and
relations with presents of flowers, cash and
kind had gathered to bid farewell to their dear

4 Ihd I, p 61
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and near who were sailing far far away for some
days to come It was a sweet parting, with an
eye to the future

M K Gandh1 bound for London, was to
sail with a senior companion T T Majmudar
of Junagadh The fact that an old boy of the
Kathiawar High School Rajkot, was to procecd
to London attracted many Rajkot boys from
Bombay for a hearty send-off Ranchhodbhai
Patwar of the Bombay law School had arranged
for Mohan’s passage and he was personallv
present at the mole B K Thakore (the Elphimn-
stone College), Ravishanker (the Grant Medical
College) and his brother Manshanker Ganeshjp
Anjaria were also present In fact, younger
generation represented different castes and clans
to honour one of their friends Mohan was given
many presents on the occasion The parting was
touching, and many an eye had kerchiefs to
hide the tear

At about 5 pm the ship weighed anchor and
at the appomted hour later, the dinner-gong
was sounded Instead of jomming others at the
table, Mohan preferred to partake of eatables
that were given to him This continued for two
days For saloon passangers, arrangement could
be made for vegetarian food Gandhi rose carly
and his daily routine was to be ready after bath
by about 8 The ship was provided with a number
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of indoor and table games European passangers
always played some games at might Mohan
every now and then played upon a piano The
decks provided a great rchef to passangers who
were tired of sitting in the cabmn  Mohan
enjoyed the sea voyage The only handicap for
him was that he could not indulge 1n small talk
with the fellow-passangers

The scene at might was pleasant The deep-
blue above and below, was attractive The stars
appeared like shining stones The moon appeared
dancing on the waves here and theie The
expression, though couched i very simple
words of the boy fresh from school, had a poetic
tinge 1 1t After five long days, the passangers
grew restless and anxious to walk on mother
Earth when the Clyde touched Aden on 9th
September Mohan, along with two others,
hurriedly finished, i about an how, the
sight-seeing of Aden, its buildings and bunga-
lows The camp of Aden was built on a hill
They could not see its Water Works What
astomished him was that there was neither the
greenery nor a place of fresh-water

The ship left Aden at 12 noon and entered
Red sea The heat was schorching and was
unbearable i the cabm, 1t was mdeed a tral
to be there even for a short nterval The
passangers, got themsclves refreshed by pleasant
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breez of fresh air on the deck For four successive
days, they had to put up with heat At last,
after passing through Hellsgate—a narrow
stip of water where manv ships had been
wrecked—the Clyde reached Suez in the Canal
Zone on 13th night

It was here that Mohan saw electric hghts mn
front of a ship in varied colours The construc-
tion of the Suez Ganal was a marvel of modern
engineering The French Engineer Lesseps had,
mndeed, competed with Nature

The next halt of the ship for half an hour was at
Port Said, the terminus of the Suez Canal
Port Said showed a ghmpse of French Iife

After three days, the steamer reached Biindisi
on 17th Passangers alighted by means of a
ladder, and Italian was spoken at the place

The Clyde left Malta at 7 p m and after three
days reached Gibraltar on 23:d The ship
remained there for the might Gibraltar, built
on a rock was important as a strategic place
Smoking seemed common and cheap because
perhaps 1t was a free port The fortification of
the place could not be seen The steamer sailed
off at 830 am

After three days, they arrived at Plymouth at
I1 am on the 26th Now cold climate was
being experienced Every one cxpiessed the
view that from now on, meat and drink were
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essential Mohan remained unaffected There
was dense fog all over, nothing of Plymouth
could be seen Within 24 hours of lcaving
Plymouth, they reached London on the 27th
Here they left the steamer and reached

Victoria Hotel via Tilbury station on 28th
Sept 1888

In an age of air-travel n vogue at present, the
long duration of the vovage may be considered
without mterest But, Mohan travelled in thosc
days when the possibility of an air-trip was not
dreamt of Writing of such travel Nofes i the
form of a “Diary” was the fashion of the day
This was how Mohan kept himself engaged
for 24 days on the ship

Mohan had four Notes of Introduction to
(1) Pranpvan Jagpuvan Mehta, (2) Dalapatram
Bhagvanp Shukla, (3) Prince Ranjtsmhj and
(4) Dadabhai Naoroyn

Mehta was senior among the three Kathiawar
youths Mohan had, therefore, wired to him
from Southampton, and for a while had his
accommodation on the second floor of the
Victoria Hotel, when Mehta came 1 the
evemng on the same day He gave Mohan a
hearty greeting but laughed at his simplicity
Herewith began Mohan’s first lesson in English
manners and etiquette Mehta, as an elderly
person, impressed upon the novice—(1) not
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to touch others’ things, (2) to talk slowly and m
a lowed voice 1n a company of friends and
(3) to drop “Sir” during conversation among
equals He realised that Iife in a Hotel would
be expensive



(7

MOHAN AS
MR. GANDHI

-

MOHAN arL His 19 years, had not stepped

outside Gujarat Nor was'he away from his
own home for a long time He had no experience
of community Iife at a College hostel Even
at Bhavnagar, he used to lead a lonely life in a
room—away from the College hostel So, on
his arrival in London the reaction of this ortho-
dox Kathiawar lad to the English ways of life
can well be imagmmed Adjustment to the
climatic requirements was by itself an education,
not less important than the social requirements
and diktats of the ever changing Dame fashion
Finding vegetarian food had of course top priority
and 1t proved a headache!

Games, drinks and smoking—these were
considered necessary for social contacts Mixed
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company of men and women, boys and girls
was the general rule there and 1t was not looked
down with unhealthy suspicion as 15 done under
similar conditions mn India

Mohan was at Richmond with Shukla for
about a month, when he was accorded a bro-
therly treatment As an clderly person Shukla
tried all he could to mould the new arrival n
London and prepare him to he more free m
a polished society He initiated him to Enghsh
ways of dress and social manners He impressed
on Mohan the need of using English language
faultlessly It was due to Shukla that Gandin
began buymng and reading news-papers Gandhi
could observe a good deal of change i Shukla of
London, from a Kathiawar to a fully Wester-
nised youth in outlook and appearance Shukla
had his dress tailored to the latest fashion of
London, and relishing non-vegetarian diet, wine
and smoking, had almost become “a Saheb”
But he was still hospitable and obhgmg to
Indian new comers

With Gandhi, however, food was a sciious
problem The landlady at Richmond was at
a loss to know what to serve him cvery day
Shukla “Saheb’ occasionally tried to disuade
Gandh1 from his vegetarianism To refuse to
take meat i the cold chmate of London was
ruming one’s health, asserted Shukla But
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Gandhi stuck to his guns His firm resolve that
he had promised to his mother, gicatly upsct
Shukla The more Shukla argued, the moze
uncompiomising was Gandhi

Later Shukla began to substantiate his view
point by quoting “Bentham’s ““Theory of Utility™
Gandh: could not follow—much less under-
stand—the difficult expression of the book
Gandhi on his part explamed to Shukla that a
vow was a solemn promise for all time and
that 1t could not be broken Shukla was astom-
shed with the reply but was appreciative of the
firmness of Gandh

Gandhi was for more than a month in London
now and he had made himself conversant with
certain localities of the metropohitan city He was
no longer a stranger An Anglo-Indian’s house
m West Kensington was fixed for him Gandhi,
a growing youth, was left to himself now on to
mahe his way The land-lady was a widow with
two daughters She was told about Mohan’s
promise to his mother and his vegetaiian fad
She was willing to look after Gandhi with caie
and attention But even i his new house he
was practically starved He could not relish
boiled vegetables without salt and condiments

* ] Bentham (1748-1832) foundcr of Utihtarian System of Philo
sophv (Principles of Alorals & Politics)
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Milk too was not served either at lunch o
dinner Every day, the old lady mnqured of
Gandhi whether he was satisfied with the food
But his shyness stood 1n the way of ashing more
than what was served Her two daughters nsisted
on serving him an extra slice or two of bread

Gandh: had now begun his regular studies
He used to devote an hour or so to newspaper
reading His search for a vegetarian restaurant
was however a never ending quest During these
wanderings, he hit upon a vegetarian restautant
m the Ferrington Street near Fleet Street not
far from the Inner Temple Inn The very sight
of 1t filled Gandhi with joy He had discovered a
place he had longed for At the entrance he saw
“Plea for *“‘Vegetartamsm’® by H S Salt m a
show-case At once, he purchased the hook and
made for the dinning room That was his first
hearty meal since his arrival in London

Salt’s book whetted his appetite for vegetari-
anism and he read almost all the books available
on the subject The result was that dietetic
experiements attracted him now on

Those aspiring to be called to the Bar had to
join one of the four Inns of the court (1) Gray's
(2) Lincoln’s (3) Middle Temple and (4) Inner
Temple Indians generally patromshed the
Middle Temple Dr Pranpvan J Mehta
Padshah Pestanji Jamasp and Majumdar weic
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the product of the Middle Temple * But Gandhs,
possibly at the instance of Shukla, jomned the
Inner Temple on 6th November, 1888

The Declaration made by Gandhi on that day
states that he resided at 20 Baron’s Court Road,
West Kensington, aged 19 years, and that he
had paid fees as marginally shown

Expense for admuission £ 10- 5-2
Stamp Duty £ 25- 1-3

4, 35- 6-3
For attendance at Lectures £ 5 50

Total £ 40-11-5
After the formalities, he was admitted as a
Member of the Honourable Society ‘“That
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 1s a gentleman
of respectability, and a proper person to be
admitted as a member of the said Society” had
been certified and signed by two Barristers

Shukla had not ceased to worry about Mohan
His anxiety was that the faddist’s abstinence
would weaken him He would perhaps prove
unfit for a polished society It was once arranged
that Shukla take Gandhi to a theatre But
before that, they were to dme at Holborn
Restaurant Shukla expected that modesty would
forbid Gandhi to raise odd questions When

1 CWMG Vol III, page 109
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the first course was served Mohan politels
mquired of the waiter whether 1t was vegetarian
This exasperated Shukla so much that he
angrily asked Gandhi either to behave or to
get out and wait outsitde The stern guest chose
the latter course which he thought was the right
behaviour He remamed hungry that mght,
shivermg m London cold Both the host and
guest went later to the theatre as alreads
arranged but without exchanging a word
Shukla however was convinced of the strength
of character in the frail frame of Mohan and
their relations remained cordial throughout their
later Iife Gandhi, whenever he happened to
visit Rajkot, was a welcome member in Shukals
house and Shukla “Saheb”, under the mfluence
of the Mahatma became a pioneer of Mahat-
majr’s Movement 1 Kathiawar! But this 15 a
later story

Gandhi, enrolled as a member of the Honour-
able Society, wanted his friends not to worry
about him He was a strict vegetarian and there
was no question of going back on that account
Even Shukla had advised him to Leep away
from drinks and smoking At the Inner Temple
he saw some members of the aristiocracy, diessed
i fashionable suits Wanting to imitate these
for gaming access to a posh socicty, Gandh
began aping Englishmen, but 1t was expensive



126 MAHATMA GANDHI—A TLACHER’S DISCOVLRY

He cast aside his Bombay dress, and ordcied a
new suit at the Army and Navy He purchased a
chimney-pot hat and spent £ 10 for an cvening
suit 1n the Bond Street He obtamed a double
watch-chamn of gold Dressing lus han and
arranging the tie engaged his increasing atten-
tion and he remained longer 1n front of a glass

In addition to the new dress, dancing was
thought to be a qualification of an Englsh
educated gentleman, Gandhi began to take
lessons at a dancing class £ 3 a term The
knowledge of French, the “hngua franca” was
essential and he engaged a French teache: for
the purpose To cultivate an ear for Western
music, he mvested / 3 1n a violin, and the last
but not the least, he engaged a third teacher
to give him lessons in elocution which cost him
£11

Mohan’s fiist four months, from what he had
seen and observed, were mn reality a period of
adjustment 1n his new setting Appearances
proved deceptive He brought about a change 1n
his way of life and adopted a course that made
him a serious student with an eye for economy

Gandhi was paymng £ 110 a week at West
Kensington He was spending i addition an
equal amount through a false sense of pride
His monthly bill m this way came to about £12
Now he decided to reduce 1t by half He left
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hiving with the family, and 1ented a suite of
rooms at Babswater The 100ms were so selected
as to enable him to reach the Inner Temple on
foot in about thirty minutes

Gandhi was busy with feverish activity as a
member of the Vegetarian Society and his own
experiments m dictetics

It was m July 1889 when Gandhi thought of
utilising the lesure at his disposal, for securing
a better command over English At the sugges-
tion of a friend, he decided to appear for the
London Matriculation Examination which was
considered farly difficult

But the syllabus frightened lum Laun and
a Modern Language were compulsory He was
told that Latin was useful to a lawyer One
question i Roman Law was entirely 1 Latin
Smce he had made a beginning in French, he
preferred to have 1t as a Modern Language He
jomed a private Matriculation class  Exami-
nations were held twice

The London Matriculation, though a difficult
Examination, was taken by those who wanted
to build up a careet It opened many avenucs
to meet the varying needs and aptitudes of the
candidate There was a wider option 1n selecting
subjects

Gandhi appeared at the London Matiicula-
tion Exammation on 13th to 17th January 1890,
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within a preparation of only five months

The result of the examination was published
on the 19th February, 1890 in London Gand
received a telegram from a friend that “he had
been plucked in Latin” but he did not lose
heart

With his preparation for thesecond trial of the
London Matriculation Examination ( June 1890,)
he further reduced his expenses by a 1igorous
economic drive He disposed of the suit of 100ms
and reverted to a single room, where he prepared
his breakfast and dmner The change did not
make his Iife dreary, but it was i keeping
with the modest means of his famly It brought
about a kind of harmony between his mward
and outward life This was how the Kathiawan
youth disciplined himself in the midst of luxu-
rious London

It was mndeed a bold venture on the part of
Gandhi to get through the London Matricula-
tion Latin and French, he had to prepare from
scratch

Gandhr’s association with the London Vege-
tarian Society brought him in touch with the
pillars of Vegetariamsm 1 England His
experiments i dietetics led im to reduce his
wants He could now relish only boiled vege-
tables and thus control his palate—a no small
achievement in a youth at this prime
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Gandh1 read with great iterest Lord
Budhha’s Iife “The Light of Asia’ by Sir Edwin
Arnold

About this time, Gandhi chanced to meet
a good Christian from Manchester 1n a Vege-
tartan Boarding Gandhi purchased from him
a copy of the Bible But he could hardly get on
with the Old Testament which bored him a
lot The “Sermon on the Mount” went straight
to his heart and that reminded him of Samal
Bhat’s® couplet “For a Bowl of Water, Give
a Hearty Meal ”

Gandhi had earned a professional status of
an Inner Temple Bar He had added to his
credit an academic qualification of having been
a Matiiculate of the University of London
His experiments with regard to diet made um
control his palate, his contact with different
faiths saved him from being an atheist All
these factors were the means to an end they
contributed to the moulding of a character
that was to lead ultimately the entire world
in an altogether new way of hfe Then impact,
though 1mperceptible, became an integral
part of his being His personality was reshaped
with a new vision that awaited an opportunity
for dynamic action after the completion of his
study

2 Samal Bhat A poet from Gujarat
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M. K. GANDHI,
ESQR; BAR-AT-LAW

MOHAN As A collegiate lad from far off

Saurashtra, went to the modern metro-
polis, ene of the largest cities of the world,
London After completing his studies he returned
home a changed man Years of stay in London,
bis studies of the London Matriculation and
for the Bar, did add to his equipment no doubt
He had learnt to look smarter and had mastered
the etiquette of an advanced society He was
no longer a simple Mr Gandhi, but he was
M K Gandhi, Esquire, Bar-at-Law, with a
special and somewhat 1mpressive robe put on,
while 1n Court

These were but external changes and they did
enhance his position, socially and he was mn a
better position to 1improve 1t economically
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But the great change in him was his nternal
strength  He returned from England an alto-
gether different person from the one who went
to United Kingdom Some wild tribes believe
that they gain the strength of the animals thev
kill and eat Man in his turn, gains the stiength
of the temptations he resists Gandhi in London,
why even on way to London, resisted many
temptations and every such resistance gave
him stiength At the end of three years, he was
quite powerful that way It 1s this strength
that made Mohan the Mahatma of later years
London therefore gave Mr Gandhi legal educa-
tion, and strength of resolution, and widened his
horizon

What does a student in London do when he
goes there to become a Barrister? It 1s mndeed
surprising that we have got full details about this
from the pen of Gandhi himself In his Guide
to London which 1s m fact guide to staying in
London, staying economically, Mr Gandhi has
outlined the routine of the students who go
there to qualify themselves for the Bar They
have to join any of the four Inns, Inner Temple,
Middle Temple, Lincoln’s or Gray’s Lincoln’s
Inn 1s considered economical and it boasts of
the best Library Most Indians prefer Middle
Temple From the educational pomnt of view,
all the Inns are of equal value as they have
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common lectures and the final examinations
too arc common Middle Temple has many
scholarships and free studentships The scholar-
ships of the Middle Temple are paid 1 cash,
Inner Temple makes you join chambers and
pays for them These may be minor differences

One has to keep 12 terms before being called
to the Bar The year 1s divided into four terms,
begimning m January, Apnl, June and Novem-
ber Of these the shortest 1s for 20 days and the
longest lasts for 31 days Keeping terms 1s n
fact “eating” them One takes one’s dinners at
the Inn to which one belongs One may or may
not actually eat But one has to pay and be
present there while others have their dinner for
an hour every time Attendance at 6 such
dinners as the minimum 15 keeping a term
The dmner charges vary from Inn to Inn and
economy 1s a consideration in choosing Inner
Temple’s dinner was 34 shillings each while
that of the Middle Temple only 2 shillings
The Barrister-to-be has to eat at least 12 terms
1e 72 dimnners

But eating dinners 1s not the only course of
study, there are lectures by authorities and
there are two examunations The first examina-
tion in Roman Law and the other the Bar Final
One cannot appear fo1 the first before keeping
4 terms and for the other before keeping 9 terms
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And these examinations take place 4 times
during the year They are not strict as almost all
Esaminations are m India In the First Exam-
mation the result 1s usually more than 90°/ and
m the second above 709, All told the total
pressure of study for an average student is not
great and he can at the same time take up any
other suitable course Mr Gandhi, who was
Just a Matriculate, had to pass the London
Matriculation before he could think of joining
any other course of the London University
While keeping terms for the Bar, London
Unuversity offers many courses which can be
studied at the same time, without causing
any stramn On the contrary, for such students
as are preparing for some University Examina-
tions, there are concessions for fees and
attendance of dimners, too In getting through
London Matriculation, Mr Gandhi may have
thought of obtaming some of them

It 1s therefore obvious that there was some
spare time available to Mr Gandhi cven after
passing London Matriculation How did he
utilise this? For a youth m London, without
proper occupation, there were manyv diversions,
healthy o1 otherwise Mr Gandhr's domestic
discipline kept him on the right path throughout
i the mudst of London temptations We can
safely rely on his own statement about the London
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Life “During my nearly thice years stay
England, I have left many things undone, and
have done many things which perhaps I might
better have left undone, yet I carry one great
consolation with me that I shall go back wathout
having taken meat o1 wine 1

It 1s not necessary to be over curious about
what Mr Gandhi refers to when he says about
many things that would better be left undone
It 1s known that during the first months of his
arrival 1n London how very luxurious he wanted
to live, how he had ordered new suits and hats,
how he had jomned the dancing school and
started taking lessons m music and French
His spacious suite of rooms, his long hours before
the murror and all that gave place to a more
ascetic and simpler life When Mr Gandhi says
that 1t 1s possible to live in London on £1 a
week, we can be sure that he has tried 1t and
tried 1t perhaps for some thing much less He
also admits that he was some time living on
£3/- a week In fact, he has provided details
of how he was staying i both the stages at
£4/- a month and at £12/- a month But he
had come to a cheaper way after having tricd
the more costly Iife It 15 not easy to so bring
down the level and economise by oneself,
without any prompting by environment or by

1 CWMG, Vol 1 (Ist edn, reprint 1958—p 63)
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some elderly mserlv person Mr  Gandh
showed that he was out of the ordinary when
he brought down his personal expenses and
Irved on £1/- a week m the midst of costly
London

More than all that change, the msistence on
vegetarian diet even in Lngland, 1s significant
His writings of the times are dominated by this
thought He has pleaded with all the force at
his command, backed with authoitative quota-
tions that vegetarian diet was good for all men'
He does not confine his writings to Indians only
That was of course the total effect of Gandhi’s
association with the Vegetarian Society It
was not a casual mnterest of an ordinarv member
In fact Gandhi seems to have taken upon himself
the mission of spreading the message of vege-
tariamism  The series of articles he wrote, the
meetings he attended and the pleadings he did
on behalf of the Society and 1ts journal, all
indicate what deep interest Gandhi had taken
i the Society

Along with pleadings for a vegetaiian dict,
ban on smoking and drinking followed 1n natural
course Whatever be the other advantages of
Gandhr’s contact with the Vegetarian Society,
1t helped Gandhi as nothing else did to keep the
vow he had taken before leaving India It was
a solemn undertaking to his mother in the
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presence of a holy monk, that he would heep
himself away from wine and meat There were
many who were blaming Gandhi for this, his
fad and he had occasions even to be mnsulted
by his good friend Shukla and others for 1t
Yet he stood by his word, and did not fall a
prey to the pleadings of many others in favour
of wine and non-vegetarian diet The Vegetarian
Society then gave Gandhi adequate work to
utilise his spare time during his stay 1 England

Gandhi was. called to the Bar, after finishing
his 12 terms on 10th June 1891 The certificate
that was issued to him mentions the date of his
admission (6th Nov 1888) as also the date
when he was called to the Bar It bears two
signatures of witnesses H W Lawrence and
Wilham F. Bencher In Bombay, in the office
of the High Court, that certificate m original
1s filed when Gandhi returned to India and
wanted to practise here

Gandhy’s contemporaries 1n London 1eading
for the Bar, were T T Majumdar, Pestanj
Padshah and K G Deshpande With Majumdar
Gandhi had sailed on the Clyde, he hailed from
Saurashtra and was a student of Alfred High
School, Rajkot and 1t was an additional common
tie But on the steamer, Gandhi seems to have
been rubbed on the wrong side by Majumdar
At Malta, the passengers were to go to sce the
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Port as the Steamer was halting 1in harbour for
four hours Some httle pranks which vouth
alone can indulge when they are busy with
nothing, were perhaps indulged bv Majumdar
Gandhi could not tolerate that Duning the
voyage, the attitude of Gandhi towards Majum-
dar took a swing to extremes ‘I began to look
upon him as my elder brother”? was his first
day’s (on the steamer) impression At Malta
about a fortmight later Gandhi has noted down
that “from that day I began to entertain ven
low opinion about Majumdar I had nc real
respect for him two or three things
made me like Majumdar the less day bv dav  *
But this must be treated as a youth’s passing
phase of minor differences, being magmficd for
the time being into disproportionate mcidents
It 13 obvious that Gandhi was cordial with
Majumdar throughout their London stav and
that intimacy was kept up m India, too why
it was carried to the nest generation also!

The progress of Gandhi in judging cuhmnary
performance was far advanced bv the time he
returned to India He compares the food and
service on the Oceama and on the Assam as
though he were a connoisseur The wav
which he suggests living 1n London, the foods

9CIWMG \o I—p 12 & 18
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and vegetables he recommends, the picpaiations
he talks about, all confirm the same imp1ession—
that he had developed a critical palatc m a
constructive way

Padshah was a sentor student as he was the
examier for the Matriculation when Gandh
had appeared for 1t In the Unmiversity Exama-
nations Padshah had a bright career He, too,
was a vegetarian and had gone to England
to qualify for the Bar Thus 1t 1s curious that
graduates and some time double graduates
“ate’”® terms at the same Inn with just
Matriculates In fact, they were “in law equal
made” for the time being Keshav Rao Desh-
pande (who later entered Baroda state service)
was 1 London for the same study Being
a vegetarian, he, too, used to meet Gandh:t The
three had two common pursuits 1 London
studying for the Bar, eating the legal food, and
vegetarianism, 1e the simple non-fleshy, non-
fishy foods Deshpande was gomng to the other
extreme, he preferred staymg i the slums of
London and his food cost him only 2 d daily!

Even in that tender age, Gandh1 had madc
good study of the rush of students to England
from India He has said many wise things
about who should go abroad and why He has

3 CWMG Vol 1p 65
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considered suitable age at which the younger
generation would do well to travel to England
But on the whole his tips to would-be visitors to
England 1n particular, (to Europe or to USA m
general) are practical and valid even today
after 65 years of his writing ““All such persons
may enquire why should we go to England?
I venture to answer for purpose of trade, tiavcl
or education ”’ Gandhi’s wise words have special
bearing today in the Lord’s year of 1969— ° I
should like educated traders who have a good
knowledge of English to go there, min with the
people, see the secret of their success, and then
return to India, open up branches in England
and India 1 an mmproved stvle ”—This
emphasis on good knowledge of English for
picking up the trading habits from the prover bial
“Nation of Shopkeepers” 1s not being laid by
any President of the Chamber of Commerce
or a Secretary of the Mistry of Commerce
and Industry of the Government, but 1t 1s by a
Bania boy from Saurashtra, who had been to
England for qualifying himself for the Bar!
What obseivation, what foresight and deep
concern for the commercial community of his
country, this youth under 25, shows' It was
indeed surprising that his  youthful mind
wandered 1n this fruitful direction mnstcad of
being engrossed in romantic revelries
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Even for those who were at that time going to
England, Gandhi had a practcal suggestion (o
make He correctly assessed the value of legal
education 1mn England Bemng called to the Bar
opened up vistas all over the then British Empne
It meant that the Barrister could paictise any
where, 1n any continent where the British wnt
ran Gandhi had put this i his own pecuhar
way ““That Barristers have a field in any of Her
Majesty’s Dominions, seems to have been eithe:
forgotten or not cared for, because every
Barrister goes to his native land for practice ”’
Therefore Gandhr's well thoughtout advice
1s “Why not invade the nations not yet invaded ”’

From a simpleton that Mohan was, who had
not seen electric lights, who had not seen a Iift
and who was shy throughout his voyage on the
Clyde, that he was avoided taking food in the
general dining Hall, a great change had taken
place when he emerged as M K Gandhi,
Esquire, Bar-at-Law, on 10th June 1891
Gandh1  was returning a richer and a fa
stronger man than what he was when he had
landed there That richness however was not
to be counted in £ or in Rs It was the rich
experience of the world, of men and matters,
of doing things by himself And the strength
too was not the physical strength as imdicated
by the weight he could Ift or the weighing
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machine could show It was the strength that
stood him 1n good stecad when the lone emaciated
figurce started the greatest struggle for the libera-
tion of a great country against a great (perhaps
the greatest) empire of the times

During his stay in London, Gandhi was no
doubt influenced by the Vegetarian Souety
But 1t was here that he was acquainted with the
Gita, the Bible and the Buddha His respect
for the three rehigions, and for the founders of
the two, has hardly any parallel in 1ecent history
To be profoundly mfluenced by three rchigions,
without showing any special preference for one
or the other, was no easy matter To bc able to
appreciate the outstanding merits of cach 1ch-
gion, was not any body’s job It required a mind
far different than the normal tvpe and 1t seems
that Mr Gandht was gifted with such an un-
common mental power

It was no wonder thercfore that Gandhi was
attached to London during the shoit stav there,
although his first few davs were miserably spent
as he could get no vegetarian food to surt his
tastes Immediately after he was called to the
Bar, he made arrangements for his return passage
and left London on 12th Junc within two days
From Scptember 1888 to June 1891 Gandhu
stayed 1n England, not cven {ull three ycais
Yet he had such an attachment to 1ondon!
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“So much_attached I was to London and 1ts
environments, and who would not be? London
with 1its teaching institutions, public galleries,
museums, theatres, vast commerce, public parks
and Vegetarian restaurants, 15 a fit place for a
student and a traveller, a trader and a faddist
(= Vegetarian) 4

This then was the Mahatma m the making,
during his stay in London, without i the least
realising that during the next half a century,
he was to be a matter of ceaseless worry and
constant anxiety to the British Government,
first, via South African and later via Biitish
Indian administration And yet, his feelings for
the British people, for Temple Church m
London, near the Inner Temple Inn, were the
warmest that could be expected He touched
the heart of every Britisher when he said to an
English journalist “My heart goes out to the
British people, and when I heard that the
Temple Church was bombed, I bled ?

4 CWMG Vol 1p 64

5 D G Tendulhar Mahatma Vol 6 (second edn
- New Dethr 1962) p 125



APPENDIX 1

DETAILED CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS THAT TOOK
PLACE DURING M K GANDHI’S STUDENT DAYS

October 2nd 1869
1873
1874
1875

1876
November 8 1876

1877
1878
November 1878
April 4 1879
Januarv 1879

November 1879
November 1880
November 17 1880
December 1 1880

April 1881
December 1881

1881
1882
1882
1883
1884
1884
March 1885
October 1885
November 16 1885
November 20 1885
1886
1887

Birth of MKG — Porbandar
Karamchand G member of Rajasthan Court
—do — Chief Karbhar:, Rajhot
MKG'S imtiation 1 Lulin Masters school,
Porbandar
MKG’'S (3rd) betrothal with Kasturba
Karamchind G invested with full powers
Familv moved to Raghot
MKG at Branch School, Rayhot (Std II)
»s (Std III)
MKG down with lugh fover, promoted to Std 1
Karamchand G resigned 18 Chief Karbhan
Rajlot
MKG at Taluka School
MKG Passed Std 11T
Std IV
MKG — Lnwrance Dram
— admtted to A 'V Std I, Kathiwar
Haigh School
farled 1n Terminal I-B
MKG’S wedding +t Porbandar
Karamchand G injured during journey
MEKG passed Std I — promoted
Karamchand G resigned hus job
MKG fuled — Std I - dctuned
Promoted to std Il
Conversion of G A Turhhud to Christiamity
MKG leaps to Std 1V
Inspector’s Exam  Creditible success
Termmal Exam
Karamchand’s death
Kasturbn’s child born — died soon after
MEKG 1n Std VI — Wins scholarshipof Rs 42 8
Sed VI — MKG wins scholuship of Rs 10/-



144 VATTATMA GANDHI—A TLACHER’S DISCON £RY

APPENDIX 2

CHRONOLOGY OI' EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS Or

1837
October 7, 1853
1855
1857
1860

1866
August 20 1886

December 16 1870
1872
1873
1879
1881
January 1885
December 1885

SAURASHTRA

First Vernaculir School Opencd 10 Ryhot
Rajhot Enghish School opencd

A Girls’ School openedat Rryjlot
University of Bombay

“Hope Recading Scries’ Guyarati text books
introduced

Rayhot Kattiyawar High*™ School affihated to
Bombay Umversity

Normal School (Hunter Tramning College, Ry-
kot) opened

Rajhumar College Rajhot, opened
Bhavnagar Hagh School, opcned

Junagad High School, opened

Jamnagar High School, opcned

Talukdar Girasia School, opened

Samaldas College, Bhavnagar, optned
Barton Tramming College for Womun opened

* Lknown as Alfred High School smce 1907
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APPENDIX 3
EXAMINATIONS
Terminal, Annual & Others
Year Exam Std  Percentage Rant No of
pupsls

1879 Ann 331 4125 27 47
1880 ”» v 535 14 30
1880 Entrance 64 25 9 38

Term 1 3175 30 34
1881 Ann I 630 5 65
1882 Ann 11 — — —

Term 11 57 — —
1883 Ann I 68 8 31
1884 Term 399 585 5 27
1884 Annual v 397 14 33

Term v 5575 3 39
Apri 1885 Ann v 57 4 6 37
March 1885 INSPECTION 62 4 3 14

Term Vi 47 2 G 32
1886 Ann VI 49 4 4 33

Term VII 318 13 40
1887 PRELIMINARY VII 278 11 17

{sent up)

1887 MATRICULATION VII 396 — —_
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APPENDIX 5

SCHOLASTIC CHRONOLOGY M K GANDHI

1876

Primary School — Porhandar

1877 — Branch School — Ragl ot

1878
21-1-1879
2-10 1880

November 1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1883

1886

1887

1888

4-9-1888
1889
1890
1891

10-6-1891
16-11-1891

Std 1
Sid 110
Std 1V
Entrance Exam for 4 V School
A V School Std I
Std 17
Std 11
Std HT & IV
Std V
Sid Vi
Std VII
Matriculation
{Bombay)
Saihng to England
Calling to the Bar
Inner Temple
{London)
London Matriculation
{(Jan & June)
Bar-at-Law
Was called to the Bar
Applied for being admutted as an
advocate of the High Court
of Bombay






DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTO-PLATES

Front Picture Mr M K Gandh: (1888-1889)

Nos

Picture of Mahatma Gandhi as a young boy of 19
in London  He had this picture tal en soon after hus
arnval i London 1n 1888

H H Vilmats Rana Saheb of Porbandar State
at the age of 74 Mahatma Gandht’s Dather, Mr
Karamchand Gandhi served as a Dewan in the
Porbandar State '

Thakor Saheb Shri Bavay Rajy of Ryhot at the age
of 34, came to the State Gad: (Throne) 1n 8 11-1862
when he was a munor Tull powersas a ruler were
gien to him on 17-1-1876 He granted 1 piece
of land of 400 sq yds to Karamchand Gandhi free
of charge to build a house

H H Maharana Raj Sahcb Banesinghy of Wanlaner
He came to Gad: (Throne) on 9-1-1861  Raj Saheb
secured the services of Shri Karamchand Gandhs
as hus chief Karbhar: on specific terms and conditions
mcluding a contract of five years with a pay of Rs
600 pm

H H Sir Mohabatkhan Babt Bahadur, Navab
Saheb of Junagadh (1837-1882) The Alfred High
School Rajhot was built because of the mumficent
donation of Rs 1000000 the Navab Saheb gue

Uttamram Narbheram Mahetayr  He was the Head
Master of the Kattyawar High School, Rajhot from
1866-1882 Mahatma Gandh: was admitted to
this school on 1-12-1880

Shr: Nagjt Nathu Ganatra He was the class master
of Std I-Bin 1881 at the Kattyawar High School,
Rajhot Mr Ganatra tried to prompt the boy
Mohandas to copy the spelling from his neighbour
at Mr Gile’s inspection

Principall R H Gunion was the Principal and Profcs-
sor of Dnglish Literature and History, Samnldns
College, Bhavnagar when Mnahatma Gandhi was
in the previous year from January to April 1888
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10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

Morary: Mangalpn Pandya  He was the class-master
of Std IIin 1882-83 Later on he became 1 pleader
and Dewan, Morw: State (Kathinwad-Saurashtra)

Dorabyp Ldalp Gimi He was the Head Master,
Kattywar High School, Rajhot from 1882 to 1896
He once “fined Mohan for remauning absent 1t the
gymnasium” (Auto P 12)

Krishnashankar H Pandya He was sometime the
acting Head Master at Kattyawar High School Raj-
kot At the prize distribution on 28-9-1888 1n his
report, he made a refercnce about Mohandas’s
further studies abroad It was Mr Pandya who
persuaded Mohandas to stick to Sanshnt

Ranchhoddas V  Patwart In age Mr Patwan
was semor to Mr Gandh:i by four years He was
onc of those who went to see Mr Gandhi off on board
the Steamer ‘Clyde’ on 4-9-1888 and gave Mi
Gandh:1 Rs 5/-

Manshanker G Anjaria He was the neighbour
and classmate of Mahatma Gandhi at (1) the Taluka
School, Rajhot and (11) also at the Kattyawar High
School, Rajkot When secing Mahatma Gandhs
off the board the Steamer, ‘Clyde’ he gave him
“a silver chamn”

Mamsshanker Ratanp Bhatt He was onc of the
brilliant contemporariesat the Kattyawar High School,
Rajhot from 1882-1884 Mr Bhatt was an cduca-
tiomist and 1s popularly known as ‘Kant’ as the emu-
nent poet of Gujarat

Prince Ranantsinghp of Nawanagar

Kevalram M Dave He was an emunent lawyer
and man of progresstve views mn those days He
tnduced Mahatma Gandhi to sail for Ingland

Vanravandas V Patwari  He was friend and adviser
to the Gandh farmly When other sources failed
he financed Mahatma Gandhy’s passage for London
Maneklal Nagardas Shah He was the Taluka
School master, Rajkot during 1877-81, where Maha-
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19

20

21

22

23

24

25
26
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tma Gandhi studicd for about t1 o years in Gujarat
Stds I and IV during the years 1879 and 1880

Mav Naka Dave He was one of the prominent
personalities 1n Kathiawar polities It was he who
as an old friend and adwviser of the Gandhi famuly
suggested to send Mahatma Gandhi to England to
become a Barrister

Chimanlal H Sectalwad He was onc of the eminent
personalities who was the examiner 1n Guarnt at
the Matriculation Examination, Nosvember 1887,
Bombay Unnersity Mahatma Gandhi was onc of
the examinees

Robert Bell Booth He was the Kattyawar Agency
Engincer from 1866 According to his design was
built the Alfred High School Building at Ralot

Sir Prabhashantar Pattama  He was the Dewan of
Bhavnagar State where Mahatma Gandhi spent his
first college year

Colonel A Walker He was the Resident at Barodn
With Col Walkerislinked whatislnov nas “Waller’s
Settlement” This settlement gave rise to a number
of problems with which Mahatma Gandin’s father
was connected This had its bearing on the ecarly
moulding of the boy-Mohan

Col John W Watson He was approached by
Mahatma Gandh: for pecumary help for his studies
1n England but instead he give a note of introduction
to Dr Butler “the master of the Trimity Gollege”,
Cambridge

Dalpatram B Shulla He was an enunent Iawyer
Mahatma Gandhi looted upon him as his elder bro-
ther He was onc of the early proncers of the National
Movement 1in Kathiawar

Same as I'ront Picture

H K Koyay He was onc of the sflustrious contem-
poraries at the Kattyawar High School, Rajhot from
1878 1o 1881
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27

28

29

30

31 to 34 and
38, 39

35 and 36

37 and 40, 41

42A

43
44

45

46
47

48
49

Beyy M Damni He was one of the 36 pupils
enrolled on the 17th of October, 1853 when the
Rajhot Enghsh School was founded

Asharam D Shah  He was one of the 36 pupils en-
rolled 1n the Rajkot Enghsh School founded on
17-10-1853

Laxmindas and Mohandas Mahitma Gandhi s
with his clder brother at the age of 17

The two plates show the acluevements in terms of
marhs and rank of Mahatma Gandh along with other
students got at the Matriculation Examinition of
the Bombay University

The term certificates about the conduct and progress
of the pupils This was a sort of profile of a pupils’
academic work and his attendance and the remark
about a pupil

This shows the hist of Exhubition Scholars among
whom 1s Mahatma Gandh:

Mahatma Gandhi as a Junagadh and Jetpur Scholar-
ship holder

A letter addressed to the Principal about the Matri-
culation Certificates of the pupils, one of whom was
Mahatma Gandhi

A lhist of scholarship holders

A letter of authority to draw Mahatma Gandhr’s
scholarshup

A letter of authority addressed to the Head Master
by Mahatma Gandhs

Mahatma Gandhi’s Barnster-Certificate

A certificate of having kept tuclve terms by Mahatma
Gandhi for s Barnster’s Certificate mn Ingland

Alfred High School, Rajhot—the Alma Mater

The famous bridge under the secret corner of which
was arranged meat eating by Sheibh Mehtab, the
boy-friend of Mohan
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Letter for
(42-A) Certificates of the students who passed
thewr matriculation, 1887



(42-B)

Mehta Bava Nathu of the Kathiawar High School, Rajkot,
appeared at the Matriculation Examination, Ahmedabad
Centre He was one of those three candidates who was
declared successful subsequently in the additional list of
23 successful candidates published 1n the Gazettee of
8-2-1888 Out of 823 successful candidates Mehtn Bavna
got 805th rank when Mohan got 404th rank
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(48) Alfred High School, Rajkot

(49) Kaiser-:-Hind Bridge over the Aji, Rajkot









the Book thiovs
cntirely nev  hight on  the
scholastic  peiformance  of
Mahatma Gandht and

that this new side-hght
on Mahatmap’s Ife  and
development 1s discovered and
presented dunmg the Gandln
Birth Centenuy year  Theae
1s onc morc happy madanee
and 1t 1s that this glonous
past of Mahatmap’s student
days 1s dug out fiom school
1ccords ordered to be destion-
cd

The matenal dug out
from the school records, how-
cver, mdicates not simphy 7
potentiality of his bemg a
scholar but gnes statsucal
evidence of the same

— Ishwarbha:r J Patel



40 MAHATMA GANDHI—A TEACHLR’S DISCOVERY

as an untouchable, took Rama across the Ganges
in the boat?’ he argued 2

This type of questioning was not expected of
a school boy of 12 It may be due to his cultural
make-up It 15 significant that during Mahatma
Gandhr’s boyhood, the spirit of the revival of
Hinduism was making itself evident It may,
therefore, be that such queiies were the outcome
of the new 1deas that were emerging, under the
mfluence of Arya Samaj,® founded by Daya-
nand Saraswati of Tankara, one of the noblest
sons of Kathiawar Dayanand Saraswat: in those
days was preaching agamst untouchability 1n
strong words

Thus, as agamst his achievement i the
Terminal Exammation, Mohan displayed a
maturity of understanding i his behaviour
which perhaps earned for him, the remark
“Very Good” In his studies, he soon regained
his rank i the class as shown by the results
of the Annual Examination

The result of the Terminal Examination was,
as it were, an eye-opener to Mohan He came
out of stupor which 1s indicated by his having
topped a second rank i the class of 32 pupals

2 D G Tendulbar Mahatma Vol I, p 32 (Ist Edn)

3 Arya Samaj 1s a Hindu reformust school, founded by
Dayanand Sarswati— Moolshanker Ambashanker — 1824-1883



MORAL RECTITUDE 41

at the time of Annual Examination against hisNo
32 out of 34 boys at the Terminal Exammation

Pupils’ ranks in the Monthly Registers and
also at the Termmal and Annual Examinations
depended on the marks they had secured from
day to day In the first term, Mohan was present
only for 22 days out of 78, and so he had lost
his marks for 56 days because of his absence

In view of his presence for 150 days out of 231
days during the year, his presence in the second
term was 128 days and he was absentee for 25
days Inspite of this, the average daily marks
he secured during the 128 days placed him at
Rank 2nd, this was, therefore, a visible improve-
ment m his presence and studies

At the Annual Examination there was a heen
competition between the first five pupils to get
a higher rank m order of mert, and Mohan
stood 5th i his class and 6th in both the divi-
stons with 63 per cent of marks between 64%
(No 1 Std 1-A) the highest, and 38%, (No
28-Std I-B) the lowest

He regamed his lost ground in Geography
wheremn with his 30 marks out of 50, he topped
all others Even his score of 18 marks out of
25 m Spelling was a great mmprovement in
English Thus, the second term made him well
sct up and his performance on the whole was
certainly creditable
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The spurt mn the progiess mught be due to a
change 1n having a new Head-Master, Doiraby
Eduljp Gimi, who had passed his BA with II
Class from the Elphinstone College in 1867
He was appomnted the Head-Master from
3-7-1881 He was a gold medalist (Manekp
Limjee) 1870 of the Bombay University for his
essay The Social and Economic Effects of Introduc-
twn of Ralways wto India

Activities such as prize-distribution and reci-
tations organised by the new Head-Master
might have given a stimulant to Mohan

The annual results show that Mohan’s per-
formance of the whole was creditable

In any case, his moral behaviour was indeed
of a high standard Despite his mediocre achicve-
ment, he was placed on par with the best boy
i the class, in respect of lus conduct The
budding Mahatma was already seen i the
character that was in the making
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BAD
GCOMPANY

OHAN IN 1882 was in Standard II at the
Kattywar High School It proved a
crucial year in his Iife and it gave Mohan many
indirect lessons Many 1incidents affected his
studies and he had to spend two vears in the
same standard
From the State housc near Daibargadh, the
family moved to a new house recently built
and owned by Karamchand Gandhi on a
piece of land measuring about 400 sq yds
given to him free of charge by the Thakore
Saheb Bawaji Raj of Rajkot as per his order
dated 17-1-1880 The new residence was close
to the High School, where Mohan could
casily reach within a couple of minutes
Another mcident that highlighted the preced-
ing the year was his marriage in his twelfth
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year in may 1881 o1 even a little carhier After
all the eclat and enthusiasm of the occasion, the
party returned to Rajhot ButKaramchand Gan-
dhi, the head of the family, could not 1ecover
from “the severe mujries he had sustained”
on his post-haste journey from Rajhot to Por-
bandar He was practically confined to bed, and
his health was failing day bv day as submitted
by him mn his resignation tendered on 19-1-1882

The construction of a new house, function of
recent marriages and the medical treatment
for Karamchand Gandhi’s continuous illness
strained his financial resources Again, since
February 1882, the old man was no longer a
Dewan with a handsome salary of Rs 300 p m,
but a mere pensioner with a paltry sum of
Rs 50/- fixed as his pension as per Rajkot
State No 944 dated 20-1-1882 The mcome was
thus, considerably reduced, nevertheless that
was the only means wherewith he was to keep
up his suite besides the mamtenance of a laige

household

Mohan, though the youngest of all, had all
the more endeared himself to his parents by his
constant attendance on a sich bed His nursing
and massage greatly relieved the patient of his
mental stramn apart from his physical ailment
The boy, because of his devotional services,
so identified himself with his ailing father that
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the latter could not do without Manoo * Karam-
chand Gandhi msisted his young boy sit bv
his side even when confidential matters were
being discussed with the statesmen who used to
come to him for advice and consultation The
result was that apart from the political intrigues
of the Native States, Mohan knew what trans-
pired m his father’s mind, and what his anxie-
ties were

Side by side, Mohan continued his studies
i Std II which had two divisions He was in
Std II-A His elder brother Karsandas was n
Std II-B M M Pandya, a matriculate of
1878 from the Kattywar High School, Rajkot
was Form-Master Mohan was younger by a
year than the average age of other pupils in
his class

The fee charged was annas 10 per month
and gymnastum and cricket fee of annas 5 being
collected 1n addition

The syllabus of studies was almost the same
as that of Std I, with the addition under the
4th Head or oral translation from Gujarati
mto English For this new study, Pathmala was
taught and 1t prepared a ground work for compo-
sitton and grammar, requring half an hour

1 Mahadevbhat’s Diary, Vol IV, page 53, dated 10 3 1918



