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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee: A Selfless Patriot
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Rare individuals, by sheer dint of their courage and conviction leave an indelible mark on the sands of time. Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was one such towering

personality. He made significant contributions to the political and cultural life of the country at a critical j g an g imprint on the history of modern
India. He was a man of wide knowledge, unshakable purpose and p d an ind will. y d d and dto civlll India and her rich heritage
and traditions, Dr. Mookerjee imbibed its values in his own life and rose to b an le worthy of ion. An emi ionist, an di

andaf ful and articulate parli Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s multifaceted personality made a lasting impression on all those who came in Iouch with him,

A patriot and a nationalist to the core, he strove relentlessly for the unity and integrity of India and laid down his life in the cause of her unity.
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Born on 6 July 1901, Syama Prasad was ght up and

Mookerjee, a d academic and a jurist of his time. A brilliant

and university examinations and was fortunate to be closely iated with the ed ional activities of his

distinguished father at a very young age. Even before he formally ived his M.A. di , he was el d to the

S and Syndi of C University in 1924 and had the h of b ing its y t

Vlce-ChancelIor at the age of 33 in 1934. The period of his Vice-Chancellorship (1934-38) was hailed as an
p Iy tful period in the history of Calcutta University.
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Endowed with a sharp intellect and a golden heart, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was destined to play a
stellar role in the political life of the country. He joined the Hindu Mahasabha in 1939 and was its
Working President from 1940-44 and President, 1944-47. Al an early age, he became a member of the
Bengal Legislative Council and the gal Leg bly. He took a p part in the
debates and raised his voice against the repi i of the British Government. In 1941, he
b Finance in the Prog D ic Coalition Government of Bengal headed by X
A.K. Fazlul Haq. Later, his elog and parli y skills as the leader of opposition in the first Lok 3
Sabha earned him the title ‘The Lion of Parliament'. t

T

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee d d his to ional cause when he resigned as
Finance Minister of Bengal in 1942 in protest against the British Government's indifference to the plight
of those affs d by the d i ycli in P Bengal. The B | famine of 1943

brought the humanitarian aspect of Syama Prasad’s personallty to the (orelront He left no stone
unturned for organising large-scale relief for the famine-stricken people. Later, after partition, he again

devoted himself wholeheartedly to the cause of refugees who began pouring in from East Bengal.

Dr. Mookerjee was a strong advocate of a united India and organised a country-wide campaign against the
partition of the country. His astute statesmanship prevented the whole of Punjab and Bengal from becoming
a part of Pakistan. Recognising his contribution in the struggle for freed Mah Gandhi advised
Jawaharlal Nehru to include him in the first Union Cabinet of August 1947. As Minister of Industry and
Supply, Dr. Mookerjee laid the foundation of India’s industrial policy which put India firmly on the path of
industrial develop He, h , resigned from the Cabinet in April 1950 owing to differences with Prime
Minister Nehru over the Delhi Pact or Nehru-Liaquat Pact signed with Pakistan pertaining to the safety of Hindu
minorities. Dr. Mookerjee felt that the Pact would be incapable of protecting the Hindus of East Pakistan. His exit
from the Cabinet ‘marked the beginning of the final and most momentous phase’ of Dr. Mookerjee's life.

After quitting the Cabinet, Dr. Mookerjee concentrated his energies in creating an alternative political platform
to cry an al path for The striking aspect of his thought and actions was his
broadminded approach to issues which charactensed all his political moves. In 1947, Dr. Mookerjee proposed
that Hindu Mahasabha eschew politics and devote itself to social and cultural work. When that did not happen, he
resigned from all positions of the Mahasabha in 1949. Later in 1951, he launched Bharatiya Jana Sangh, a new
political party open to all citizens with the aim of ‘rebuilding Bharat’ on the basis of ‘Bharatiya Sanskriti and Maryada'.
Relumlng to the Lok Sabha from south Calcutta in the First General Elections held in 1951-1952, Dr. Mookerjee

her a of small parties to form the National Di and pi a
strong opposltlon in the Lok Sabha.

tic Party in Par

A selfless worker and leader for the unity and integrity of the country. Dr. Mookerjee took up the cause of
Kashmir Praja Parishad in 1952 which had been d g full integration of J Kashmir State
with India and the full application of the Constitution of India there Defying the ban on entry, he visited
K ir to the situation in the state. He was arrested on 11 May 1953. His tragic and untimely
death while in detention at Srinagar on 23 June 1953 shocked the entire nation. He died a martyr's death to
the cause of Indian unity. In the words of Atal Bihari Vajpayee:

“He was the first martyr to the cause of India's unity and

grity. His g p lity,
his debating skills, his political sagacity and above all his humanism will continue to inspire
and guide generations to come.”
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Martyrdom

‘My fervent desire is to die in harness, struggling and striving for the

truth when the end finally comes’

The tragic and untimely death of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee in detention on 23 June 1953 caused
shock, dismay and indignation throughout the
country. The physically cramped and unhealthy
atmosphere of his detention quarters, the issue of
medical neglect and of his being administered
medicines to which he was acutely allergic also
surfaced. It led to a national outcry for an official
inquiry. However, despite appeals from his aged
mother, from members of his family who were
well known personalities, his political supporters
and from leaders across the political spectrum,
the Nehru Government refused sanction to
conduct an inquiry into the mysterious demise in
detention of one of the most popular and
charismatic leaders of the age.

Dr. Mookerjee was the first martyr in the cause of
national unity after independence. His
uncompromising stand for India’s integrity and
unity symbolised his deep patriotic zeal and
conviction. His valiant support and ultimate
sacrifice for India’s unification remains etched in

WedN Ud afera™ ¥add Rd B A9 Ued UR TS Y 3ifda 81 T fFart the national psyche of post-independent India. A selfless patriot who laid down his
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In his public life he was never
afraid’ of exprossing hl:
inmost ‘convictions.
silence the cruclest lies lm
told. When great wrongs are.
committed it is criminal to be
silont in the hope that truth
will one day find its voice.

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan

Dr. Mookerjee had the great
quality of courage. Since the
parfiamentary opposition is
the life-blood of democracy,
his death is a blow to the
country, removing as it does
a towering personality and
the leader of one of the major
trends of public opinion in
the country.

Minoo Masani

He was ropresenting a point
of view which | am afraid has
lost its ablest advocate. | hope
this sudden death of Dr.
Mookerjee will bring it home
1o the Government of India as
woll a3 Kashmir Government
the urgent necessity of
solving the Kashmir problem.

Jayaprakash Narayan

The loss of the only brother | had
in this world has driven me mad
with sorrow.

Faziul Haq

It Is a great tragedy in every respect. He
gave such great friendliness to me always
whether as a colleague or in opposition;
above all eise it is a great personal grief for
me. Bengal owes much to the family not
much less to Syama Prasad than to great
Ashutosh. | respectfully share Bongal's
grief and convey my tribute of
appreciation.

C. Rajagopalachari

As a true fighter for his motherland, Dr. Mookerjee died ihﬂ
forefront of the battie for integration of Kashmir, which
which ought to be immediately declared an undivided and
indivisible part of Bharat.

M.S. Golwalkar
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ING THE WARRIOR DEAD

. | Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee's Body
\ Broughﬂo[alcuﬂa Funeral AtSAM.

However much we may diffor
with his political views we will
be missing In Parliament and
in the public lifo a great
parfiamentarian and a sharp
critic of many a Government
policy.

P. Sundarayya
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To lie in a prison house, locked there by his country's.
swadeshi Government, by persons with whom ho
shared power as a colleague, is a fitting termination of
a warring life.

Let us hope that this incident will make the Government

its of American visitors,
their behaviours, which ignored all the canons of

faimess and justice accopted by civilised governments.

M.R. Jayakar

unbreakable and unshakable.

The news of the passing of Dr. Mookerjoe was so shocking and
sudden that | could not believe it till thrice confirmed. In him
Bharat has lost one of the foremost patriots, politician and a born
parliamentarian. May his martyrdom shiold tho causo of
inseparable and total integration of the whole of Kashmir with tho
Hindustan Republic. ‘Ek Vidhan, EK Pradhan and Ek Nishan' was
the motto for which he fought and laid down his life.

Let us take up the cry and carry the fight to the success. To me it
is not only a national loss but a personal one of a respected
comrade.

V.D. Savarkar

It had been my privilege to work with Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee In Government for a number of years and then,
later when he left Government, in opposition. When he was in opposition | naturally came in contact with him a
good many times. Wo differed sometimes very deoply on many issues and we agreed 100 on many issues and it
is a matter of pocullar regrot and grief to me that in the last days of his lifo an occasion arose on which thore was.
vory considerable difference botwoen him and me. However, this is not the time to think of differences, but rathor
of the many agreements and of the fact that we are deprived of the personality who had played such a notablo and
great part in the country, and who was after all fairly young and who had a large and good stretch of years beforo

him. But that was not to be.

colleague and closest co-worker in the natios
truth will be told by future historians, the country will appreciate or.
that Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjeo was all along actuated by the
highest national Interest. The only solace in this terrible calamity is

Mookerjee was one of the
ablest parfiamentarians in the
country. In his death Hindu

The nation mourns the passing away of
my beloved son. Ho has died a martyr's
doath. To me, his mother, tho sorrow is
100 doop and sacred to bo oxprossod. |
am not writing to you to seek any
consolation. But what | do domand of
you is Justice. My son died in detention
- a detention without trial. In your letter
you have tried to Impress that Kashmir
Government had done all that should
have been done. You base your
Impression on the assurances and
Information you have recoived

| do not bewail here the death of my
s son of Free India

| was shocked to hear the sudden
doath of my old friend and erstwhilo
colleaguo Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee. | am sure that his death
has croated a void in public life In
India which could hardly bo filled.

B.R. Ambedkar

absolutely impartial and open enquiry
by independent and competent persons
be held without delay. | know nothing
can bring back to us the life that is no
more. But what | do want is that the
peoplo of India must judge for
themselves the real causes of this great
tragedy enacted in a free country....

If a wrong has been done anywhere, by
any person - however high ho may be -
fet Justice take its course and let the
people be cautious so that no mother in
free India has again to shed tears with
the same agony and grief that has
befalien me.

You are good enough to tell me not to
hesitate to inform you about any service
that you may render to me. Here is the
demand on my own behalf and on behalf
of the mothers of India. May God give
you courage to allow Truth 1o seo the
Light.

Jawaharlal Nehru

Letter from Jogmaya Debi to
Jawaharlal Nehru, 4 July 1953

By character, ability, patriotism and
sorvico, ho was ono of the top man of
India. Membor of the first cabinot of froo
India, he played a distinguished part in
consolidating freedom. His death is a
national loss.

K. Santhanam

SYAMA PRASAD - |

Entiro nation will be shocked by
he death. None expected him to
die so ecarly and most of his
followers expected him to be some.

that so long as life was in him Dr. Mookerjee was inspired by true
patriotism, which transcended all sectional and provincial party
intorests.

N.C. Chatterjee
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opinion has lost its ablest and
most effoctive champion and
the country ono of hor bost
sons and the most outstanding
porsonality of the prosent time.

N.M. Joshi

Everybody who Is born Is bound
to die. No soul can progress
without death; so death s
inovitablo. But thoso like Dr.
Mookerjee who devote their lives
in the service of tho nation, got
solace after death. Everybody
may not agree with all the views
heid by him as everybody may not
agree with my views. But the
qualities of a great dovoted
sorvant of the nation like Dr.
Mookerjee should guide us. Wo
should learn a lesson of service
from the life of a great soul like Dr.
Mookerjee.

Vinoba Bhave

day Prime Minister of India. His
death removes the greatest orator
in Indian Parliament. He was
ruthiess and devastating in his
attacks and  although  we
sometimes radically differed from
him he held the House
spoll-bound. By his death, Bongal
has lost its most vallant fighter
and India one of her greatest sons.

Joachim Alva and Violet Alva

Dr. Mookerjee was a dauntiess
leader who did not hesitate to
work on his own lines against
heavy odds.

He was an ardent patriot and
had the courage of conviction.

Harekrushna Mahtab
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Son of an Illustrious Father

T TS @S @ O, W) YA JEol (1864-1924), S ‘§7AR A9’ (@A Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s father, Sir Asutosh Mookerjee (1864-1924), known as
qME) @ W § F 9 9, TP ISR ST, £ fawar av.n aaanu‘hu -\cngq ‘Banglar Bagh’ (Bengal Tiger), was a man of indomitable will and exemplary
arer AR o1 208F T & BT ¥ | i i courage of conviction. At the beginning of
m ¥ fame o it @ e e the twentieth century, besides science and
y FRN N Rremeft mathematics Sir Asutosh also excelled in
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BY Bled & 91 ®9 9¥ ¥ & d sfedd College, he became a Professor of
THIRTYH BR @ decid i 9Eg A Mathematics at the Indian Association for
TR P NBER 99 W | T DoAGAT R HT the Cultivation of Science at a very early
TS D TS e o aur WRes age. He was the Founder-President of the
|ETE 3% §e B Inge ff | SN

Calcutta Mathematical Society and also
4 President of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
T R FE g% @ W fordi| 9 wRa @ He also wrote several books on
TEE AN ® Ry (1911-24) R mathematics. He was President of the Maha
HABTT S NATAT D TTHT & TP TP Bodhi Society of India (1911-24) and served
J T W X | R YA | Ferdar as a judge in the Calcutta High Court for
freafierer W e W) o TRt nearly two decades. Sir Asutosh also held
5 5 important positions in the University of
?Mﬁgﬁmaﬁmﬁm Hﬁﬁﬂf)r ‘ Calcutta as Chairman of most of the
1906-14, 1921-23 ’ - : .
h J / T YIS g Committees of the Senate, and as its
TFH FAUfd HT ISR FaTaT | 39 3@y # Asutosh Mookerjee Vice-Chancellor for twelve years (1906-14,
AR TSR, T AR EIRIT IHIH & UcHe & A9 W 1921-23). This period saw greater Indianisation of the University through an
Tl fIeafdenera &1 ARdEHRer gor | R vd 9 B P 9191 <1 @ forg encouragement of Indian languages, cultural study and historical research. He
S . 9. w9 T S ETHT P fvafierem & i fHar| s=F invited the likes of C.V. Raman and Dr. S. Radhakrishnan to the university to
fgafl . iR | g R 3 o undertake teaching and research. He represented the University in the Bengal
i # Ll . N Legislature and served with distinction on the Sadler Commission, also known
fzafdemeaa e (1917-19) @ =M ¥ A W1 er ®, # fRredar @ o o

o 4 as Calcutta University Commission (1917-19). His son, Syama Prasad, inherited
far | S8 RERRSICI SIS DI BABT IJCH WIEH, AMgd TAT TANMS BRI his indomitable courage, intellectual and administrative acumen and became a

g # ura ganm &R I 98 99 S # & TS add wfda Rrfdg ¥ Y1 highly devoted educationist at a very young age.
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Asutosh Mookerjee’s letter to Syama Prasad, 14 May 1924, S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives Asutosh Mookerjee with his family
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M. E. Sadler’s letter to Asutosh Mookerjee, 23 March 1919
Asutosh Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives

Mookerjee

6 Jaly 1901 - 23 Jooe 1953
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A Brilliant Student
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Syama Prasad with S. Radhakrishnan and J.M. Majumdar in London
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Lincoln’s Inn Certificate, 1927
S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives

Syama Prasad Mookerjee was an exceptionally
bright student. His academic career was
consistently brilliant. He distinguished himself
with top positions in almost all the examinations
and graduated from the Presidency College,
Calcutta with Honours in English in 1921,
standing first in class. He topped in the M.A.
examination in Bengali language and literature
from Calcutta University in 1923 and again
topped the B.L. examination from the same
University. He proceeded to England in 1926 for
higher studies and was called to the Bar from
Lincoln’s Inn in 1927.

Syama Prasad Mookerjee exhibited an amazing
flair for writing as a student. He edited the
Presidency College magazine in 1921-1922 and
also started Banga Wani (Voice of Bengal), a
Bengali journal in 1922. Under the pen name

‘Ditch’, he wrote a regular feature for Capital, 1923-24. He also
wrote for the Calcutta Review. By writing for these journals, he
developed a fascinating style both in Bengali and English. He
again took to journalism in the forties when he started his own
dailies Nationalist (English) and Hindusthan (Bengali) in order
to further the cause of India’s freedom. The Nationalist was
considered by the colonial government to be “consistently

“It is necessary to explain here that the main object of Syama
Prasad’s visit to England was not legal distinction. He wanted to
acquire first-hand knowledge of British and French Universities. He
was, therefore, anxious to do the Bar Examinations as quickly as
possible and to devote the rest of his time to the study of western
educational systems....”

As recalled by Surendra Nath Sen, noted historian, who shared accommodation with
Syama Prasad Mookerjee in London. Tathagata Roy, The Life and Times of Dr. Syama

Prasad Mookerji
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Syama Prasad Mookerjee in London
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A Visionary Educationist
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Syama Prasad Mookerjee had the privilege of being
associated with the educational activities of his father as a
student which gave him valuable training in the work of
Calcutta University. His talents received early appreciation
and Syama Prasad was appointed a Member of the Senate of
Calcutta University at the young age of 23 and was elected
Fellow of the University in 1924. The very same year he was
elected a member of the Syndicate, a position he held up to
the end of 1947. In 1929, he was elected to the Bengal
Legislative Council from the Calcutta University
constituency. His vast educational experience and acumen
led him to be appointed Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta
University in 1934, at the young age of 33. The youngest
person ever to hold office, he served for two successive
terms until 1938. In his tenure as Vice-Chancellor, the
system of secondary education was reorganised, Bengali
became the medium of instruction and examination, a
Teachers’ Training Department was established, a Fine Arts
Gallery and Museum of Indian Arts were founded, a
spacious central library was constructed and a military
training course (University Cadet Corps) was initiated. It
was for the first time in the history of Calcutta University
that at the invitation of Dr. Mookerjee, the Convocation
Address was delivered in Bengali by Rabindranath Tagore
in 1937. He however, didn’t remain confined to academics as

Syama Prasad Mookerjee as Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta
University with Chancellor Lord Brabourne

P 9% AT TE ¥, ST A I Har 27 oD & 7
3re AT T S forg gdfRuiRa o

he was destined to play a larger role in the political arena in
the service of his motherland.

Authorisea English version of the Convocation
Address of Rabindranath detivered in Bengali
on February 17, 1937,

RSITY | WHO WILL SAVE OUR YOUTHS ? |
r DCATION

[

THE SIGNS OF YHE PEOPLE'S ADVE
DEFECTS OF LEARNING [ DK |
Picture Of

Condition

“Education is one sphere of
activity on which the State can
never be accused of
over-spending. If our planning is
sound and administration
correct, the larger we spend the
more solid will be the results
leading to national prosperity
and solidarity.”

Poet's The

Convocation Address, Visva-Bharati
University, Santiniketan,
24 December 1950

T T Fapal ATy 9he $1 gaifta F% g9

Syama Prasad Mookerjee addressing the Senate of Calcutta University

Convocation Address of Rabindranath Tagore,
Calcutta University, 17 February 1937

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 18 February 1937

VALUE OF UNIVERSITIES
»T# S!}Aj “It is through education that the ultimate battle of Indian freedom will be won. The
IHH gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic and political can be
o) rendered possible through the co-ordinated efforts of bands of trained and
disciplined Indians. Armed with the knowledge of India’s past glory and greatness,
her strength and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a
programme of work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of Indian
civilization will be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world.”

onig | People
JON THROUG [0CAL LANGEAGY
M By Adbes
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Convocation Address, Gurukul Kangri Vishwavidyalaya, 25 April 1943

“The Indian universities, if they are to play their role in the rebuilding of a new India, must
not regard themselves as exclusive institutions which exist apart from the currents of the
country’s life. Let them train their alumni in a worthy manner, saturate them with the
lessons of Indian history and civilization, instill into them unity and reason, strength and
dauntlessness, inspire them with skill and knowledge and teach them to apply
themselves devotedly and unselfishly to the service of their fellowmen. Let the teachers
of the universities consider it their sacred duty to be the interpreters of India’s heritage,
the seekers of truth and knowledge, and prove to the world that Indian scholars are
second to none in their efforts to serve the cause of the humanities and the sciences in
relation to the unfettered progress of India and of human civilization itself.”
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Dr. Mookerjee’s Address At

Convocation Address, Patna University, 27 November 1937 | " Delhi Convocation
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Amrita Bazar Patrika, 28 November 1937

Statesman, 14 December 1952

NMML Microfilm Collection
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Finance Minister of Bengal

1. T NI JESil 1937 # Herwn favafdene fafes &= Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was elected to the

J Tt fyE 9 & fratfe 1940ﬁﬁ1%§qsmm Bengal Legislative Assembly from the Calcutta
forg £ University constituency in 1937. In 1940, he was

3? FRIERY 3191&[ @.W'I SEEd IR XIS fifcras I-QEﬂ # 1041 elected Working President of the Hindu Mahasabha.
# yeiie TTosue wfFse &1 ToT gol fRH $YF UST His astute statesmanship led to the formation of the
qdt & A4 T B, ol 9 YIS 99 'ﬁm'q‘ T @1 Progressive Coalition Ministry in 1941 with A.K. Fazlul
f & il Sy : v & : Hag, leader of the Krishak Praja Party, as Premier. The
il i # <t fow i & Muslim League was completely sidelined and Dr.

®Y H et @ Wi qnl @ forg freer SR #¥& A WIS Mookerjee, as Finance Minister, in the coalition

Rig g7 I8 TosEN WHI-EG WHSHl @ WM W WleH™ ministry proved to be an exemplary administrator who
g worked impartially for all sections of society. This
coalition was popularly known as the Syama-Haq
JRIER 1942 ¥ MAGIGR R7e spard Ud AR & BR H AT Ministry.
el S9IRT @NT 9ER B Y| R TS gﬁﬁﬁ q wshar In October 1942, the district of Midnapore was struck
7T &3 ¥ WUEd B B Al HRA D o IRT fHAT by cyclone and tsunami rendering thousands of
AfPT TRBR ERT S99 YA § I©T SO~ 31 T3 | fafeyr people homeless. Syama Prasad toured the cyclone
PR 7 T SYTE B D) I97 e ANt &7 g8 i) affected areas to organise relief work but his efforts
xR 27| Wik aRT B TP I T TAT oS T <t Wwere hampered by the colonial bureaucracy. Instead
3 fR 5 5 ud W‘r F . g of providing relief the British administration
a9 o SR RIS 5 G unleashed repression on the hapless people.
IR ERRY BT <N SERRT §Y TR 1942 # oy HA w9 Describing provincial autonomy as a ‘colossal
¥ WRYE < T SN de e /e # e nTeE W) mockery’ he accused the British bureaucracy and
YTl daaed T | S=iM URaR ¥ &Y UPR &I a7 JUHa government of ‘unwarranted’ interference ‘with the
DI DET AR A D S ST JdRl $T ReT = 3 e v'l:\(ork of ;’rll‘e‘ I\:linis.try’;\l Syan:)a P:a;s:zd lr:iesigneg as ‘ ———
%t FER : : e inance Minister in November . He made a :
@ ﬁ%.mf * ﬁ"W mﬁ 3 ;—?1 :}TI# ﬁ?e T - mﬂ pou{erfu! statement on his resignation in the Bengal 22 2yoma Froead Mockerles

% Legislative Assembly. He appealed to the government to stop all repression and release all the
ST TBR BT TCH... S i W sresied 8 R w Congress leaders of Bengal who were arrested for the August movement and support the formation
ARA FT THRIE ARBR ' B T &7 3 | of an ‘Indian National Government...clothed with that freedom which is the birthright of India.’

5 bt CNCLONE HAVOC i : ‘
ENGAL CABINET IN BENGAL | . DISTRESS IN |
Hug Becomes l| ||| Hoyses oavaGED my reasons for resignation are twofold. First, as | -MIDNAPORE" : = In Charge’ Of
jer| Again| | | Surd»(e[.; P{unged Into in .mated to you at the 'earliest opportunity op'ath August last, : | s w 16 WORK. | j;:,,,,,.c, Depmmem
THREE MINISTERS /AT PRESENT aTKIvgss | disapprove of the policy adopted by the British Government } | CALCUTTA, Nor. 21 | |
De.'S. P. Mookek &;‘ OfDa‘ i and the Government of India with regard to the present s j“"“‘“““."“"“‘““"" rhech i
g ed 6° e:e—f» Be;i:aedshn:!‘iy political situation in the country.... my second reason.... is penceTth o 3 The Hob. DA Shyota Prasad | Wosleree

connected with the manner, in my opinion unwarranted, in i Asbaapert vere duconed 5 & b tendoced i [M,g,-‘,,, of N gffice as &

which you have interfered with the work of the ministry and b deaber . of | His| Exceléncy the Governor's

have rendered so-called provincial autonomy into a ; 3 o 3 of Ministors, ad His b«f«, has

meaningless farce.... e Rans) ukeszi :*,.. phoased fo l“.pr {his resignafion” with -
ot

offet fron m sftbmoon o‘T.M-Nav“ /

Ifitis a crime to aspire to see one’s country free and shake off 17 f 942
foreign domination, including British, every self-respecting Jrs 3 g 4 "‘,’,},{D,}’L‘,ﬁ,},ﬁsw'
Indian is a criminal.” i 3

Dr. Mookerjee’s letter of resignation to the Governor of Bengal,
16 November 1942, Ashutosh Lahiri Papers, NMML Archives

dsyo(!l\-dbyl"« b8 added.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 12 December 1941  Amrita Bazar Patrika, 21 October 1942

77 ATom MooctaE Ross.

“| felt compelled to resign, first, because | ool i e olation
found that the continued policy of the <
British Government and the Government

in this country was to ignore the claims of

Indians to fuller political power, to hamper

good government consistent with the true

interests of the people and to weaken the

forces of people’s defence against enemy

aggression...

Or. Shyamoprssad Mookeris
Redsons For His Ros

v . NED
The reign of repression that we have WHY 1 RESIGNED

witnessed in India since August last has Statement o Dr. Spama Prased Moskerce
been directed not only against a so-called o the Bexgal Lgisative Assembly
subversive movement but against every e Fne 18

form of nationalist activities, calculated to
mobilise the will-powers of Indians to
throw off a foreign rule that they intensely
dislike.”

Dr. Mookerjee's letter of resignation to the
Governor of Bengal, 16 November 1942 Amrita Bazar Patrika, 24 November 1942
Ashutosh Lahiri Papers, NMML Archives

Dr. Mookerjee's statement on resignation, Bengal Legislative Assembly, 12 February 1943

Ashutosh Lahiri Papers, NMML Archives
NMML Microfilm Collection
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Bengal Famine, 1943

In 1943, Bengal found itself in the grip of the worst
man-made famine and epidemic recorded in human
history. It was a criminal and genocidal act of the
British Government in India. All attempts were made
by the government to suppress news and comments
on the critical food situation in Bengal. Dr. Mookerjee
plunged headlong into manifold humanitarian,
administrative and political activities for giving solace
to the victims. He raised the non-official relief
organisations such as the Bengal Relief Committee,
Hindu Mahasabha Relief Committee, and also set up a
Relief Coordination Committee to coordinate relief
work between various organisations. Dr. Mookerjee’s
appeal for support received a huge response from all
parts of India. Dr. Mookerjee also exposed the attitude
of the British authorities and the Muslim League
Government, its ‘indifference’, ‘undisguised hostility’
towards the victims of the famine. He said, ‘It is not
nature’s hand alone... Political maladministration lies
at the root of the present catastrophe.’ Dr. Mookerjee’s
deep commitment for relief work throws light on his

deep compassion for his countrymen unshackled by
any consideration of religion, caste and creed. It was
solely due to his efforts that the famine was brought to
public notice all over the country.

TR TG TR YD1 SIowch 8 S e, STfr 3R |y &
S5 W oo off | Dad Sb YA D DR B DI DI

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

“...Sir, the question which | would like to
put to the House is: what is the solution of
this great calamity? Where will our parties
be, where shall we be, if life in Bengal
comes to an abrupt end, not on account of
any ravages of nature as had happened on
previous occasions but on account of a
wrong policy pursued by the authorities
responsible for the administration of this
province and country. For nearly two
centuries the people have been bled to
death, exploitation has gone on
unchecked. During the last four years for
the so-called purposes of the War the
interests of the common people have been
ruthlessly sacrificed and they have to-day
almost reached Death’s door... ”
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee's Speech
DURING THE DEBATE,
on \the,
FOOD Sl\'UATION IN' BENGAL
2 tha' Bangal Logislativa Assembly
 Op b oty 1945,

Speech on Food Situation in Bengal, Bengal
Legistative Assembly, 14 July 1943
Ashutosh Lahiri Papers, NMML Archives

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 11,17 & 18 April 1943 Ashutosh Lahiri Papers, NMML Archives Bombay Chronicle, 14 August 1943

“The food crisis in Bengal has
caused a grave situation in the
province and the public mind
has been intensively stirred by
what is happening everyday in
Bengal causing death and
destitution on a colossal scale.
The only streak of light in this
unhappy situation is that the
press and the public of our sister
provinces have splendidly come
forward to help us in our
distress in all possible manner
for which we are deeply grateful
to them.”
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Dr. Mookerjee’s letter to Dr. N.B. Khare,
13 October 1943, N.B. Khare Papers, N.A.l.

S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives
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[eader of Hindu Mahasabha

T 1939 ¥ . T YIS @O B SNaT BT TP AT ST URA oMl | SR The year 1939 ushered in a new chapter in the life of Dr. Syama Prasad

g we § g yfer g iRl
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Mookerjee for it saw him playing a leading
role in the Hindu Mahasabha. Totally
disillusioned by the working of the provincial
autonomy and the policies of the Congress
and the Muslim League towards the Hindus
of Bengal, Dr. Mookerjee joined the Hindu
Mahasabha at the behest of Veer Savarkar
and Nirmal Chandra Chatterjee, a leading
barrister of Calcutta High Court. Mahatma
Gandhi was greatly impressed by the broad
and nationalistic outlook of Dr. Mookerjee
and when told about his entry into Hindu
Mahasabha, he said, ‘somebody was needed
to lead the Hindus after Malaviyaji’. Dr.
Mookerjee’s speedy rise as a national leader
was due to his political courage, enthusiasm
for the cause which he had taken up, and

organisational skill and oratory. Under him,
for the first time the Hindus of Bengal and of
India as a whole, found a spokesman who
did not care at all for political expediency or personal interest. He was Working
President of the Hindu Mahasabha from 1940 to 1944 and in 1944 was elected
its President at the Bilaspur session and continued in that position till 1947. In
his presidential address he observed that Swaraj was the essential remedy for
all national ills. Under his uncompromising and farsighted leadership, Hindu
Mahasabha emerged as an all-India force and took a leading part in the affairs
of the country.

IHRICH B BRUT I A W TS TS A D
¥ H IR | TP Y H Tgell IR ST T
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AR Al & B9 F S0 R W & AFTel § ge e e |

Dr. Mookerjee and Veer Savarkar

<. Joofl, T, T, <F fuw. g9 7 o Ry Herw wew
Dr. Mookerjee, N. C. Chatterjee, Dr. B.S. Moonje and other members of the
Hindu Mahasabha

<. g, 4R Sravay @ 3 R 7Enen arie il @ e
Dr. Mookerjee, Veer Savarkar and other members of the
Hindu Mahasabha Working Committee

g, werT @ sremE . gl

Dr. Mookerjee, President of Hindu Mahasabha

“We want to see a Free Hindustan
marching forward as one of the

By S
Syama Prasad Mockeriee

S gama ﬂ:i w

S.P. Mookerjee Papers,

NMML Archives

great progressive countries of the
world, resplendent with all the
glorious traditions of her past, the
home of diverse faiths and
cultures, all treated as equals, all
owing their undying loyalty and
allegiance to the eternal spirit of
Bharatmata, whose sons and
daughters, though not swayed by
the western doctrine of power and
possession, will yet acquire
sufficient strength and valour not
only to maintain internal peace
and defend her frontiers but also
to function as a willing protector of
human rights and liberty
thoughout the civilized world.”

Address at Hindu Mahasabha Session,
Gorakhpur, 27 December 1946

“...To be called upon to occupy
such an office [is] a sacred trust
and a privilege, which [is] all the
more enhanced when one
succeeds a president so patriotic,
devoted and fearless as Veer
Savarkar, whose dynamic
personality and career of suffering
and sacrifice gave a new life and
vigour to the Hindu Mahasabha.”

Dr. Mookerjee’s speech accepting
presidentship of Hindu Mahasabha,
Bilaspur Session, December 1944

Hindu Mahasabha Papers,
NMML Archives
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Ashutosh Lahiri Papers,
NMML Archives




IYGUS YRA & TR AeraerT
Forceful Advocate of United India

<. 'ﬂ@ﬁﬁ 9 fduom @ Y19 DI AR bl faRy far  Dr. Mookerjee put up a stiff opposition to the idea
3z W 3IRIUS WRT b7 g fhar| § #erewr of Panition and forcefully a.dvocat.ed a united
TR Pt e S et 31 R SRR e T 1wt . D Mockerls mt e Gatinet
ST, g@ﬁﬁ T, 41 A9 B A farer < ﬁi Mission accompanied by L.B. Bhopatkar as
el @ Sl & w9 7 el | S gt 3 Sfae representatives of the Hindu Mahasabha. Dr.
e & favo @ faRe H geaigd® 989 $1| S/ Mookerjee argued forcefully against partition
3ImrE fhar f& S & doblad & YR B qad T4 before the Cabinet Mission and said that the
o Bl b T S S S
bl 3R FI FIY @ AR | the country s’hould be maintained at any cost and

e ®U | PRI AR TGN 7o USHIRTD 6 ot partition would be economically unsound,
¥ aifadsyet qor SreTETd S| disastrous, politically unwise and suicidal.

e Az = qenfa, %ﬁ%ﬁ 3R a—\qm 3 The Cabinet Mission, however, recommended a
ATEEE 3R W a5 B AMR T I B plan that divided the country on the basis of

minority and majority areas of Hindus and
fawifo & @ Ao B g9 REr| IRUTFRTEY Muslims. As a result, there were widespread
TS SR Uoe # 99 PN 9= Hiv<ie < §Y | A8 communal disturbances in Bengal and Punjab.
1946 H gﬁa‘q o ERNT ‘SRNEE TRE P AEA 3 The call for ‘Direct Action’ given by the Muslim
PRI T H FoAHar Ged GHE S § Qi League in Julyc1946 led to grave communal riots
NS s % in August in Calcutta and all over Bengal. Dr.
Em. R w9 o forar| S Tﬁﬁ A waife KNTf%‘H Mookerjee toured the worst affected areas,
&1, MemEett 3R e &1 A fFaAr 6k DfEA & Noakhali and Tipperah, and arranged for the
YA B IR B | $H BT BT HYA & fI¢ S| rehabilitation of the victims. He formed a
TH w@aAdT g, f%w;[ NS Tﬂé‘\‘[ &7 T3+ fpar| vVolunteer group, the Hindustan National Guards

) =i T R 91 R o R 3y for thI.S purpose. I:le also played a leading role in

X restoring the confidence and morale of the people
v T fwrg Sik S IS fi® e Td WEHY and took on the Muslim League through the dint
Afshaar & 96 W) ﬁi%l’q SRT BT AT AT | of his political leadership and fearless activism. <. vam wER gEd

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

<. gadt g ¥ e Wi W o gaRa s Cabinet Mission’s telegram to Dr. Mookerjee, 11 April 1946 Dr. Mookerjee’s letter to Gandhiji, 13 March 1947
Dr. Mookerjee addressing a public meeting in Punjab S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives Gandhi Papers, NMML Archives

fiht B wrer . g, T
Dr. Mookerjee with Gandhiji, New Delhi

Dr. Mookerjee’s letter to Gandhiji, 22 May 1947 T B W T, A A, T8 fceh, 1946 Hindu Mahasabha’s Memorandum to Cabinet Mission,
Gandhi Papers, NMML Archives D" Mookerlee with L.B. Bhopatkar, New Delhi, 1946 15 April 1946, Transfer of Powers Papers, N.A.l.
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Architect of Bengal Partition Scheme
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As events moved swiftly towards the acceptance of the
partition plan, Dr. Mookerjee advocated the partition of
Muslim-majority Bengal. He mobilised public opinion in
favour of a homeland for Bengali Hindus by attaching
the Hindu areas of Bengal to India. His forceful, cogent
and timely advocacy of the scheme for the partition of
Bengal succeeded in winning over a large number of
Hindu leaders in the province including Congressmen to
his side. In March 1947, Bengali Hindu members of the
Indian Legislative Assembly at a meeting adopted a
resolution favouring the scheme. Dr. Mookerjee also met
Viceroy Mountbatten in this regard. A two-day
conference of Hindus convened by Dr. Mookerjee and
attended by leading intellectuals, scholars such as R.C.
Majumdar, Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji and Dr. Radha
Kumud Mookerjee unanimously passed a resolution that
a ‘separate province must be created comprising the
Hindu majority areas in Bengal'. It was Dr. Mookerjee’s
convincing intervention and leadership that saved a
portion of Bengal, especially the historic and
strategically important city of Calcutta from becoming
part of Pakistan. The creation of West Bengal was
undoubtedly one of the greatest achievements of Dr.
Syama Prasad Mookerjee. It crippled and gave a death
blow to Jinnah’s dream of a greater Pakistan and also
ensured a safe homeland for Bengali Hindus who were
being pushed out of East Pakistan.

. T TR S
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

| PARTITION | PRINCIPLE]
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Jawaharlal Nehru’s letter to Dr. Mookerjee, 14 May 1947
S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives

Hindustan Times, 8 April 1947 Hindustan Times, 23 April 1947

Dr. Mookerjee, Louis Mountbatten and Rajkumari Amrit Kaur

Bengal Must Be Divided | ; 3
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Bombay Chronicle, 23 April 1947

Sardar Patel’s letter to Dr. Mookerjee, 17 May 1947
S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives

Tribune, 24 April 1947
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Union Minister of Industry and Supply
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TS ARG BT U A
‘First Cabinet of Free India’

Dr. Mookerjee was elected to the
&l Constituent Assembly and took an
i active part in the drafting of the
Indian Constitution. At the behest of
* Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar
® Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr. Mookerjee
was invited by Jawaharlal Nehru to
join the first Union Cabinet in 1947.
Mahatma Gandhi argued that
independence had come as a result
of the joint efforts of all the
‘nationalist forces.” Dr. Mookerjee
was given the portfolio of Industry
and Supply. This gave him an
opportunity to lay the foundation of
India’s industrial policy and prepare
X the ground for the nation’s industrial
development in the years to come.

Three gigantic industrial undertakings and a river valley project of free India of
great national importance, were conceived and organised by Dr.
Mookerjee—Chittaranjan Locomotive Works Factory, Sindhri Fertiliser Factory,
Hindustan Aircraft Factory and the Damodar Valley Corporation. He had also
conceived the plan of establishing the steel plant of Bhilai. Besides heavy
industries, Dr. Mookerjee also understood the importance of developing India’s
small-scale and handloom industries. During his tenure, the All-India
Handicrafts Board, the All-India Handloom Board and the Khadi and Village
Industries Board were set up. The Textile Research Institute and the Industrial
Finance Corporation were also set up at this time. For the improvement of the
age-old Indian silk industry, he established the Central Silk Board in 1949 and
also promoted the idea of the Central Cottage Emporium in Delhi ‘to market and
advertise the goods made in the provinces’.

“Of all the remedies suggested for
India, the most practical and
effective is her increased
industrial and agricultural
production. This, coupled with the
adoption of reasonable price
structures and a better and more
rational system of distribution,
can alone raise the standard of
living of millions of India's
underfed and undernourished
population.”

Presidential speech of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee at the First Session of the
Central Advisory Council of Industries,
New Delhi, 24-25 January 1949
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B.C. Roy, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Maniben Patel, K.N. Katju and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee inspecting a factory

I A B do% H . ;
ST EW, TH. T, AR, 91 W I 7 et A, 16 ST 1948
Dr. Mookerjee, Jawaharlal Nehru, S.S. Bhatnagar, B.C. Roy and Homi Bhabha
in a meeting of the Board of Scientific and Industrial Research, 16 August 1948
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee with J.R.D. Tata
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Resignation from the Union Cabinet
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The year 1950 marked a watershed in the life of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee. At the time of Partition he had given assurance to the Hindus of
east Bengal that ‘if their lives and honour were jeopardised and attacked,
free India would not remain an idle spectator and their just cause would be
boldly taken up by the Government and people of India’. In February 1950, a
massive state-sponsored attack was launched on the Hindus of East
Pakistan leading to a huge exodus of Hindus into West Bengal, Tripura and

Assam. Jawaharlal Nehru proposed talks with Liaquat Ali Khan, the Prime
Minister of Pakistan for the protection of Hindus in East Pakistan. Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee opposed the proposal as he considered Liaquat Ali Khan
himself to be responsible for the unfortunate situation. But Nehru
proceeded with the talks and invited Liaquat Ali Khan to Delhi for signing an
agreement. Dr. Mookerjee felt that in the recent past agreements had been
dishonoured by Pakistan and the Delhi Pact would only be a ‘patchwork’
leading to no permanent solution or promise of safeguard, nor would it lead
to peace. Dr. Mookerjee had no alternative but to resign from the Cabinet as
he felt that he had not been able to redeem his pledge to the Hindus of east
Bengal. The whole of Bengal rallied around him in support.
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“When the partition of India became inevitable, |
played a very large part in creating public opinion in
favour of the partition of Bengal, for | felt that if that
was not done, the whole of Bengal and also perhaps
Assam would fall into Pakistan. At that time little
knowing that | would join the first Central Cabinet, |
along with others, gave assurances to the Hindus of
East Bengal, stating that if they suffered at the hands
of the future Pakistan Government, if they were denied
elementary rights of citizenship, if their lives and
honour were jeopardised or attacked, Free India would
not remain an idle spectator and their just cause
would be boldly taken up by the Government and
people of India. During the last 2 1/2 years their
sufferings have been of a sufficiently tragic character.
Today | have no hesitation in acknowledging that in
spite of all efforts on my part, | have not been able to
redeem my pledge and on this ground alone - if on no
other — | have no moral right to be associated with
Government any longer. Recent happenings in East
Bengal have however overshadowed all their past
woes and humiliation. Let us not forget that the
Hindus of East Bengal are entitled to the protection of
India, not on humanitarian considerations alone, but
by virtue of their sufferings and sacrifices, made
cheerfully for generations, not for advancing their own
parochial interests, but for laying the foundations of
India’s political freedom and intellectual progress. Itis
the united voice of the leaders that are dead and of the
youth that smilingly walked into the gallows for India’s
cause that calls for justice and fair play at the hands of
Free India of today.”
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B Sardar Patel’s letter to Dr. Mookerjee, 15 April 1950  Statement of Dr. Mookerjee on his resignation, Lok Sabha,
Dr. Mookerjee on his arrival at Calcutta

S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives 19 April 1950, Parliamentary Debates, Vol. IV, Part Il, 1950
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Founder of Bharatiya Jana Sangh
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Dr. Mookerjee’s resignation from the Cabinet and his
launching himself into all-India mainstream opposition
politics proved to be a turning point not only in his own life
but also for the nation. He received massive support from
the people for his stand against the Nehru-Liaquat Pact. He
was now a leader without a party. He started working
towards forming a new party as a broad-based nationalist
alternative to the Congress. He held wide-ranging
discussions over the formation of this alternative with
various personalities, the most prominent being M.S.
Golwalkar, the second Head of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh. His efforts bore fruit in October 1951. An All-India
Convention attended by delegates from all parts of the
country took place on 21 October 1951 in Raghomal Arya
Kanya Higher Secondary School, New Delhi. The Bharatiya
Jana Sangh was formally launched at the Convention. The
name of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was proposed as its
President and was unanimously accepted.

Dr. Mookerjee as President of the new party visualised
Jana Sangh as the spearhead of the nationalist forces in
the country and open to all citizens who owed allegiance to
Bharat and Bharatiya ‘Sanskriti’ and ‘Maryada’.

At its first All-India Jana Sangh Conference in Kanpur on
29-31 December 1952, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya was
elected its General Secretary. Dr. Mookerjee also recruited
a very young Swayamsevak called Atal Bihari Vajpayee as
his Private Secretary, who later became the Prime Minister
of India.
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Dr. Mookerjee with M.S. Golwalkar
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Dr. Mookerjee with Atal Bihari Vajpayee and others

“... am glad to know that our work in U.P. is proceeding fairly well.
| wish we had some more Provincial Organisers like you...”

Dr. Mookerjee's letter to Deendayal Upadhyaya, 19 September 1952
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Organiser, 29 October 1951
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
By

DR. SHYAMA PRASAD MUKHERJEE

KANPUR
DECEMBER 29, 1952,

S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives
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NMML Microfilm Collection

Organiser, 22 October 1951

Some Jana Sangh Pioneers

Balraj Madhok  Sunder Singh Bhandari

Jagannath Rao Joshi

Eg.]

J.P. Mathur

“May our party whose symbol in the
forthcoming elections is a humble earthen
‘pradip’, try to carry this light of hope and
unity, faith and courage to dispel the
darkness that surrounds the country.”

Presidential Address on the formation of Bharatiya
Jana Sangh, New Delhi, 21 October 1951

“The objective of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh
is the rebuilding of Bharat on the basis of
Bharatiya Sanskriti and Maryada and as a
political, social and economic democracy,
guaranteeing equality of opportunity and
liberty of person to all its citizens so as to
build up a prosperous, powerful and united
nation—progressive, modern and
enlightened, able to withstand the
aggressive designs of others and to exert
herself in the comity of nations for the
establishment of world peace.”

Principles and Policies, BJS-Party Documents
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President of Maha Bodhi Society
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee developed deep devotion
from his early youth towards Indian art, literature and
culture. He had worked closely with his father Sir
Asutosh Mookerjee in various cultural activities of
Calcutta University and the Maha Bodhi Society of
India. Dr. Mookerjee became President of the Maha
Bodhi Society in January 1943 and held the position till
his untimely death in 1953. He took a keen and active

| interest in reviving centres of Buddhism in the country
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The holy relics of Sariputta and Moggallana Arahans,
the two principal disciples of Lord Buddha, were
brought back from the British Museum in London to
India after nearly a century (these were taken away by Cunningham in
1851) on 13 January 1949. Dr. Mookerjee received these relics from Prime
Minister Nehru at a ceremony in Calcutta on 14 January 1949. The relics
were re-enshrined in the new ‘Vihar’ specially built for this purpose at
Sanchi in November 1952 in the presence of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the
Vice-President of India.
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Dr. Mookerjee with relics at Maha Bodhi Society, Calcutta
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Jawaharlal Nehru handing over the relics to Dr. Mookerjee, Calcutta Maidan, 14 January 1949

INDIA REDISCOVERS
HEL’SQUL
Sacred Relies
In Calcutta
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To-Day By Nehru
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Dr. Mook Dr. Radhakrishnan, Jawaharlal Nehru and Thakin Nu, Calcutta

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 14 January 1949

NEHRU RECEIVES
SACRED RELICS

Solemn CeremonyAf
Government House

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 13 January 1949
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The New Chetiya Giri Vihara at Sanchi built for housing the relics, 1952

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 14 January 1949

“Many of these countries in Southeast Asia after
attaining independence are striving hard to receive the
highest elements of Buddhist cultural and religious
thought. In this respect India occupies the role of their
spiritual mother.... With a true sense of humility and
the bonds of
friendship and understanding with them so that this
fraternity will not only be welcomed by the peoples of the
countries concerned but will also create a mighty source
of strength and solidarity which can worthily contribute
to the maintenance of world peace and freedom.”

Holy R(;hcs Laid In Fmal
; ~RestingPlace

norable Scene Of

responsibility India can re-establish

Dr. Mookerjee's Welcome Address at

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 1 December 1952 Casket containing sacred relics of International Cultural Conference, Sanchi, 29 November 1952

Sariputta and Moggallana Arahans

NMML Microfilm Collection
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India’s Cultural Ambassador
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
played a leading role in
forging a link with the
Buddhist countries of
Southeast Asia namely,
Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon
and Tibet. In 1952, on
receiving a request from
these countries to send
some portions of the holy
relics of Sariputta and
Moggallana to them for
worship, he decided to visit
these countries. He went to
Burma and Cambodia and
presented them with some
portion of the sacred relics.

BT |

The people of these
countries came out in large
numbers to listen to Dr. |
Mookerjee’s speech on the
message of Buddha and how
India and the countries of
Southeast Asia could work
together to bring in a new
Asian age. The Burmese
Prime Minister, Thakin Nu,
wrote to Dr. Mookerjee expressing his ‘gratitude and appreciation for the noble
and generous gift’ which ‘would further cement the already very close and
unique relationship between our two sister countries, and help in our common
cause for the propagation and revival of Buddha Dhamma... The whole of the
Buddhist world, | am sure, would join me in saying “sadhu! sadhu! sadhu!” for
the noble gesture and meritorious deed of your good self and the Maha Bodhi
Society of India.”

¥ 3. T g
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee in Cambodia

d Relies Of Two
Disciples Of Buddha

PortionPresentedToPeople Of
Burma: Govt. House Ceremony
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8¢
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee handing over the relics to Thakin Nu, Prime Minister of Burma

“tours atsearaly,

Thakin Nu’s letter to
Dr. Mookerjee, 27 November 1950

Dr. Mookerjee's letter to
Thakin Nu, 9 November 1950

Dr. Mookerjee’s letter to
Thakin Nu, 30 November 1950

; ; . ST TS HoH, SRS, 1952
AmitaBazar Patrika, 21/ January 1951 Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Cambodia, 1952

S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives

Unique " Event In
Cambodia’sHistory

Axrival OI Relies Of
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Bangoon | “...The teachings of the Buddha based on simplicity and good
behaviour, on truth and justice, knew no petty barriers of race,
colour or community. They are capable of creating a solid
foundation of peace and good-will on which true human
brotherhood can be built... Buddha is one of India’s Avatars.
And there are several countries in Asia where Buddhism still
survives as a living religion. It is but natural that the people of
these countries should look up to India as the land of the
Buddha and the holy cities associated with His birth,
enlightenment and Nirvana continue to attract thousands of
visitors from far and near...”
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Introduction to Maha Bodhi Society of India Diamond Jubilee Souvenir,
1891-1951, Calcutta, 1952

Amrita Bazar Patrika,

13 October 1952 Dr. Mookerjee’s letter to Norodom Sihanouk,

King of Cambodia, 12 October 1952
S.P. Mookerjee Papers, NMML Archives

(NMML Microfilm Collection)
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The Lion of Parliament

. T IS @il BT Ugell AlbeT Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was
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Ryg 3R Ead il & the Hindu Mahasabha, the Ram Rajya Parishad and a number of independents to
fosar| 39 faum & wA. ). e @R form the Nationalist Democratic Party in Parliament. It included some of the finest
WER g Ris 3N 39 I© Wi parliamentarians in the opposition like N.C. Chatterjee and Sardar Hukum Singh. Dr.
Rufd fél - gﬂ T S Mookerjee was elected its leader. He became the chief spokesman of the opposition

. 39 o and was accepted as the unofficial leader of opposition.

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee in his office

Dr. Mookerjee and Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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His parliamentary skills and eloquence, his nationalistic and constructive approach

o gS |

. A to the problems facing the country raised his stature as a statesman to new heights
ST WS GO SR arRage, O H W WA & AR S I AR ang made him the bulwark and one of the chief spokespersons of freedom and
NEAIHD ‘36?[ o S & m EAK W"&""ﬁ R YR | § < A e democracy in the country. He made some of the most forceful and remarkable
IR ApaT D & JaKil Y9 &d 9 | SBM W & "G gﬁ R Haifte speeches on poignant issues facing the country and won the admiration of one and
THTGETell 3R Soolg=Ig 9o 3T 3R Faa! Ugi’r @ U 99| §9e ¥ fqger @ =ar all. His role in Parliament as the leader of opposition earned him the title ‘The Lion of
P T H D! YA 7 ST THS BT I B SUR AT B | Parliament’.

DR, OOKERJEE SAYS

PARTITION MUST BE

BENGALI-BIDARI ISSUE | '
D. hokelice (Natignal De- soest or rons,
West | B ) “I would earnestly urge upon the TR
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Tndia Should Claim 1/3 0%

E. Bengal Territory

cau
o

Tribune, 17 August 1952

QPPOSITION TO

4 CONGRESS
‘Dr. Mookerjee Wants,
1l-India Party

Tribune, 26 August 1952
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Prime Minister to examine this
question in the context of today,
not merely in the context of what
may have happened years ago.
Although we may draw upon the
lessons of history, we have to
consider the grave situation that
has arisen in different parts of the
country and settle once for all
whether India is going to be
divided mainly on a linguistic
basis. Speaking for myself, | have
always maintained that linguistic
consideration cannot be the only
consideration on which India can
be divided. You must take into
consideration other factors also,
like administrative efficiency,
security, economic prosperity, and
the unity of the country. These are
vital factors which no one in his
senses can possibly ignore.”

Dr. Mookerjee's speech on Linguistic States
in Lok Sabha, 7 July 1952, Parliamentary
Dobatos, Vol.li, No.1, 1952.

“l am not for violent resistance, we do not
want chaos and disorder in this country but
the same non-violent resistance which was
taught to the gentlemen occupying the
Treasury benches today is not forgotten on
the soil of India and that resistance may
come if Government persists in passing
legislation or doing administrative acts
which are really disliked by the majority of
the people of this country. But | am hoping
that we will be able so to discharge our
duties that while we express ourselves
freely and strongly and without fear we will
be able to resolve by mutual discussion
divergent viewpoints and take only such
decisions which will be to the benefit of the
people at large and be openly justified
before the bar of world opinion.”

Dr. Mookerjee's speech in Lok Sabha, 21 May 1952,
Parliamentary Debates, Vol.1, No. 4, 1952

FIRM POLICY TOWARD
AN D

Tribune, 5 March 1953

“We are today to discuss a matter of very vital importance not only to
millions of individuals but to the entire country. It is not the first time
that this matte coming up before the House. It has been given to
me to place the viewpoint of a large number of citizens of this country
on this grave issue during the last 2 %2 years.

Today | feel overwhelmed by a sense of pang and sorrow as also a
sense of responsibility and duty as | start to speak on this motion. |
feel along with the many that the policy hitherto pursued by the
Government of India has not been at all satisfactory and it has failed

to achieve the objective in view. Many of us have expressed opinions
which have not been found acceptable to the Government. The issue
before us are so momentous that none of us would like to proceed in
an atmosphere of anger or passion but would like to place our
respective viewpoints with the utmost frankness in the hope that
before it is too late a solution of this gigantic problem can be found.”

Dr. Mookerjee's spoach on the motion regarding migrations between India and Pakistan,
Lok Sabha, 15 November 1952, Parliamentary Dobatos, Vol. V, No. 1, 1952
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N.C. Chatterjee, Dr. Mookerjee and Nand Lal Sharma
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Dr. Mookerjee with leaders of other parties
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Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee’s  efforts
during the last fifteen
months of his life for a
national and rational
solution of the
Jammu-Kashmir issue
stand testimony to his
commitment to the
unity and integrity of

the country and his

deep love for his
motherland. Dr.
. Mookerjee identified

himself with the
Jammu-Kashmir Praja
Parishad led by Prem
Nath Dogra which had launched a peaceful Satyagraha in support of its
demand for the full integration of the State of Jammu-Kashmir with the Indian
: Union. Dr. Mookerjee gave the rallying cry of ‘Ek Desh Mein Do Vidhan, Do
. Pradhan Aur Do Nishaan Nahin Chalenge.” The Jammu-Kashmir Government
unleashed unprecedented oppression on the Satyagrahis, jailing most of its
leaders. In a true democratic spirit, Dr. Mookerjee called for talks and met
Sheikh Abdullah in August 1952 and Yuvraj Karan Singh to find an amicable
solution to the problem. He also wrote several letters to Sheikh Abdullah and
Jawaharlal Nehru in this regard. In a statement in Parliament on 16 March 1953,
Dr. Mookerjee appealed in vain to Nehru to take initiative to settle the question.
Dr. Mookerjee then decided to visit Jammu-Kashmir in May 1953 to personally
survey the situation. It was to prove his last journey; he left Delhi for Jammu on
8 May 1953. He was allowed to enter Kashmir without permit but was arrested
by the Kashmir police and taken to Srinagar. Dr. Mookerjee was kept in
detention in a small cottage in Srinagar. It was here that he fell seriously ill and
received indifferent medical attention till his condition rapidly deteriorated.

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
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I\Iookcrfcé‘.f’leéds For
National Approach

MOOKERJEE ASKS JAMMU
PEOPLE TO , CAMPAIGN
+ PEACEFULLY

(From Our Own Correspondent)

JAMMU . TAW! Aug. 9~Dr.
S. P. Modkerice, President of the
Bhartlya Jon Ssngh, addressing a
large public meeting at Kathua,
about 50 fmiles - from here  said,
“The' whole of India of which

Mukerjee To DR. MOOKERJEE ARRESTED
Enter Jammu AT JAMMU BORDER| secir s 5
Without. Permit D

From Our

Kashinir Was also & part—should
jhave one flag, onie constitytion-and |
lone presjdent” Dr. Mookeriee,
accompanied by Bebu

Singh, K.| M. P. P. 1

some othdr prominent Jan S:

Throughout the S0-mile route he
was_accorded & warm Teception
by numerous groups of people x
standing] at wayside villages. :

He addressed large gatherings ‘I“" l“““““""
sl Kathus, Hiranagar and Samba. | | With India
He emphasised that it was not | > Demanded

communalism to ask for the
fication of  the coyntry. In
country one would find fwo flags, |
i |and added that efforts |
made to unify
tts of India.

Tribune, 13 May 1953
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Prem Nath Dogra
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and | Dr. Mookerjee with Yuvraj Karan Singh
|

Tribune, 10 August 1952 Tribune, 11 August 1952 Tribune, 9 May 1953

“..the crux of the problem on the basis of which the
movement is going on is the finality of the accession of
the Jammu and Kashmir State to India. And that question
has got to be settled in a manner which is fair and just
not only to the people of Jammu and Kashmir but also to
the people of India.

Let us consider the issues which have been raised with
regard to Jammu and Kashmir the issues are political;
the issues are economic; the issues are administrative.
Let us discuss these issues with a cool and
dispassionate mind, and let us see whether it is possible
for us to come to some agreement, so that we can
prevent any serious international difficulty arising and so
that we can avoid difficulties and commotion for the
whole of this country.

What is needed is firmness. What is needed is a decisive
policy. What is needed is a clear enunciation of the
interest of our own Motherland. And bearing all these in
mind, if we proceed to act, | am sure it will be possible for
us to do much more than what we have hitherto
achieved.”

Dr. Mookerjee's speech in Lok Sabha, 16 March 1953, Parliamentary
Debates, Volume Il, No. &
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Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee on his way to Kashmir
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