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We next proceeded. to the Forum, a phtce
once adorned with most imposing buildings,
It is now covered with numerous relics of
its former inajesty, Here too, much lias
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Forum from the rubbish under which it has.-f‘

so.Jong lain buried,. and during the excava- -
tions many things have been brought to, -’

light. Swamiji closely exammed Trajan’s

pillar, the most beautiful column in Rome.

It stands 117 ft. in height and the bas-reliefs

with which it is ofnamented, represent the

exploits of Trajan, and contain over 2,000
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exqum‘%te full or sugrreqtfmn and- mystery,
while the last rays of beanty lmgered hke.a
heavenly memory of the day that is done/
In the season when the drives of the Pincian.
are thronged  with “carriages and its walks
with pedestrians, it presents a very animated :
appearance, and justifies its claim to be re= -
garded as a delightful promenade,  As we .
passed to and fro we caught glimpses efx*
the beautiful Queen of Italy, in her carriage:
with the red liveries. But the Villa Borghese,
nearly three miles in extent,is reaily the publie
park of Rome, aud. is the favourite resort of all',
classes; As we entered the Coriso through the -
gateway of the Porta del Popolo, the incoming.

atnd outgoing -carriages and persons surged
and jostled, The ,Corsois one of the main
thoroughfares, and so called from the horse-.

races which tmlc. place ‘im. it dm-'mg the:
€arnival,
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end of all his strugsles. Therefore all philos-
ophy is relative and when it reaches the
threshold of that ultimate reality it stands
still and does not go any further, the process
of reasoning through sense-perceptions for
guessing at the Truth having ended in the
Jivect and full realisation of it, by a peep

beyond the veil of all relativity. The closing

of the sense organs en reaching this limit,
has been beautifully recorded in one of the
Upanishads: “ He (man) having desired im-
mortality hisorgans(e.g.eyes,etc.,) get closed.”
But what reinains when the sense organs are
thus closed? The scriptures say there comes
to the assistance of the devotee, to carry him
qut of all lisitation, the innate self-realising
power of the soul, that can only be experienced
by the negation of everything relative. That
muconditional condition or state of conscious-
ness in man is what we would fike to call by
the term * Absolute Religion) and that is
what the Vedantist calls /uzanam.

Surely then, among the records of this
holy but stern pilgrimage towards the Infinite
Truth, whiclt has hitherto been made by man,
our Indian philesophies stand pre-eminent.
No other philosophy of any race has recorded
“ the unf@dment of the Infinity ” in man so
fully as have those of the sages of India.
This idea of the absolute oneness of the Soul
10 man and the Over-Soul, can be seen through
the entire fabric of the philosophical structure
of Bharatvarsha, and is imbedded in the very
heart of her religious systems. Whether we
look to the Mimamsas or the Samkhya or the
Nydya or even to Buddhism and Jainism,
we see this principie of supreme unity of the
Self or Soul welling up from every corner of
them. For instance, when we go to Kapila
and hear him describing the absolutely free
state of the Purusha as Kaivalyam (aloneness)

in the Sutra or aphorism— ﬁgmﬁi’mq
Y TIEeT &RFF | 6. 43. “For him

who becomes free, the Praknti cannot produce

the creation again, As in the world, men stop .
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after performing their duties, so Prakriti drops
away after making Purusha free,” Again in
the aphorism 3. 69,*—where the disappear-
ance of the Prakriti from such a Purusha has
been compared to that of a bashful lady,—
do we not see £pso facto that this absolute or
Kevala state of man is the end mnd aim of
philosophy ? To the free Purusha, then, the
world - i1s not, all its diversities are not, and
in short, the whole of Prakriti, og the external
and the internal universe, is not. Similarly
when we go to Gautama or Kandda preach-
ing the Niisreyasa orv Apavarga of man, we
hear the same story of an absolute state from
whicl ignorance can e more drag the Atman
or soul of man down into the mire of relativity
and forge shackles of want and misegy
around it. The same again we hear from
Sakya Muhi or the Bodhi Sattva when he
speaks about the Nirvana (lit, the cessation
of all vibration, or the unvibrated condition)
or the Shunya (negative) state of man as in
the following verse— |
LEAATEATIAR T, TLT [ IETAX !
A (Td |ISTY AT AT AT gegard b
(Mdadhyamika, Ch, 18.)
“See that Nothingness within, see that No-
thingness without; he too does not exist

who thinks upon that Nothingness,” The
same thought appears again in the following—

“3 = TWIIA TFAT AFAT H(C Q7
(Prajndpdramita Ch. 18),

“0O Subbutt, those who attain fo Nothing-
ness, go beyond- ail decay too” We under-
stand Buddha’s Nirvana more fully when we
read in the Udana—

“There is, O Bhikklius, a state where thera
is neither earth, nor water, nor heat, nor
air ; neither infinity of space, nor infinity of

-

* aeRgsiy #Tﬁrﬂ‘h! TrTER FHALIX| 3. 69,
“ Finding that the imperfections in herself have
become known to the-Purusha, she never appears..
again before him~like a’bashful lady.
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consciotisness ; nor nothingness; nor percep-
tion, nor non-perception ; neither this world
nor that world, nor the sun nor the moon.”

«That I terméd, O Bhikkhus, neither
coming, nor going, nor standing ; neither
death nor birth, It is without stability, with-
out processfon, without a basis; That is the

end of sorrow.”*

Much the same idea is to be found in the
teachings of the Arhatas.

Thos we 'see that the same absolute con-
dition though vested with so many different
verbal garments, and viewed from so many
different standpoints, stands out clearly in

all these teachings. They form as it weie the’

burden of the same song sung by the Rishis
of the U‘panishads———ﬂa‘a ﬁﬁﬁ‘&jﬂ'ﬂ ﬂl‘{:ﬁ'-
ZRAANEATIL!  “In the beginning, my
dear one, there was this Saz only, which is
One without a second.”

Going far away beyond where the Upani-

shads shed their benign lustre we reach. that

glorious age of India—the Samhita period—
illuminated with the primordial halo of Vedic
knowledge., The Sambhitas, in fact, form the
most wonderful historiette of the thought-life
of man as has hitherto been found recorded,

Retaining in a conspicuous manner the marks
of a distant prehistoric age they present to us
all the steps through which man’s religious
thoughts and feelings laboriously struggled—
from the crude confusion of ideas of the
primitive stages to the noblest and most
elevated expressions of the absolute condi-
tion in the period of the Upanishads.

* Rising at first as a crunde form of poly-
theism, the natural creed of the primitive man,
and passing through all the evolutionary
stages of theocratic beliefs, the Vedic religion
reachexd,-—even in that early chapter of human

history, which the age of the Samhitas re-

present,~—to its great fJoint* of culmination in
* Quoted from D. M, Strong’s translation of the
{ddna, P. 112,

the highly abstract philosophy of monisim.
In fact the Vedic religion stood as the
perennial  fountain-head of all the mighty
philosophic thought-currents that issued out
of the minds of the Hindus in all later timnes,
and remains so up to the present day.

Starting with the belief that all the
mightier aspects of nature are imbued with
supernal agencies, the Aryans of yore pros
ceeded to acquire a better and higher knowl-
edge of them, The poets and thinkers of
the Vedic times began to perceive i the
diurnal sun-rise and sun-set the mystery of
all mysteries. The Us/t (dawn) seemed to
bring to them glimpses of that unknown land
from whose impenetrable mystery life ever
newly flashed forth—

T TUTA: GTETIATENT |

WS TUTH: AT T T3 Frafy wrgar
“She is driving ; this glorious Ushé is coming
to meu with her thousand rays from far
beyond, even from far above the rising place
of the sun.” (Rik, I, a8. 7).  The dawn daily
opened to the sun her golden gates, aud
whilst the gates thus stood ajar, the eyes and

hearts of the Sages yearned and struggled to
peer beyond the limits of the visible world—

AT ALT ATFAT I FTOIWST &G0 |
“0O Ush4, thou hast opened to-day with thy
rays the gates of heaven.” (Rik. 1. 48. 15).

- After the day’s warmth, the sun-set daily
brought down the dark veil of nocturnal
gloom upon the universe. The world rested
enveloped as in a shroud of mystery, and atll
expressions of life were lulled into a tempo-
rary death! But lo! again and again came
dawn and with it the world full of warmth
and life! And this recurrence of day and night
shadowed, later on, to the illumined minds of
the Vedicsages the involution and evolution of
the universe, Thus the thought of something

- unending, undying, gradually awakened in

the human heart, and gave rise to, philosophie
inquisitiveness ( TAFTAT) of things in his
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~on to show what Prﬁnﬁj*ﬁma 1S,

S LTE. “T'

Ands.» lgg'&t;g m.their hearts and whether I had
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nature ? They began to scrutinize it they
strove to go to its material cause:

“ What is that-forest, what is that tlee, out
of wnich the earth and the heavens are made;

" .the old days and dawns have gone, but they

renain conhiected with each other, never
growing old and never dying. The earth and
the heavens are not the final existence, be-
yond them even there is a separate Owe: .
He creates and supports the earth and the s
heavens. He is the lord of food. He created
His sacred body when the horses of the sun -
did not begin to carry Him.” (Rik, 10.31.7, 8).
- (To be continued.)

BRAHMACHARI TE] NARAYAN,

w

origin of matter from "mind, and then went

All three of us
had carefully read beforehand his book' cilled
“Rdja Yoga.” But from what we heard f-om h’im
that day about Prdndydma, it seemed to me that very
llltle of the knowledge that was in him. had been
recorded in that book. I understood also that

what he said was not mere book-learning, for who

1+

could\ expiam .,‘so lucldly and elabomtel) all the
mlrlcale prebleme of i‘ehgton, even with the help
of science, without himself reallslqg the Truth?
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cAtu J’Bﬂ.bu and ‘one of two other friends. I said :—
‘T“ eil, Swamiji, the two gentlemen who came to

' % pﬂ‘?nﬁe usﬁﬂ ﬁra ;ﬁ?ﬁfajﬁﬁd’a”Swaml Yogananda Mr. G.C. Ghose,
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eee )'011 the other day, lw"anted to” ask)ou some . -
quesuons about Prﬁnﬁyaima“ which hdd been raised

“in~ thelr- mmds by.-'redding . your=book:on . Réja .

Yééi;' sogzeume before )ou returned to this
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country, and the) had then told me of them. But
that day, before they asked you anything about
them you yourself raised those doubts that had
occurred to them, and solved them! They were

very much\surprlsed and inquired of me if I had

let you know of their doubts beforehand.” Swamiji

replied: “ Slmliar ‘octurrences having come 1o

pass many times in the West, people often used to

ask me, ‘ How could you know the questions that
yvere agitating my mind ¢’ The knowledge does
" pot come to.me so often, but with Sri' Rama-
krishna it was almost always there.”

In this connection Atul Babu asked him,—“You
have said in *Raja Yoga,” that one can come .to
know all about his previous births.
them yourself? "

Sﬁarm]:.. . Yes, I do

Atuf Babu:— What do you know, have you
any objeclion to say?. | -
© Swamiji =— I can know them—I do know them
~—but I prefer not to say an}thmg in detall
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NI T ARREY
-i-ﬁ;"?% o?g:m Tf:e ‘fjrjenchldetected and apprecnted‘
L L, _ i e .
PO ‘} grst an trlegl to adapt and mtroduce it

.@*—-”iMdhﬁré], their..music seems to be pre-

i‘i Lf u ' '- ] llllh b ” ”5B‘1t‘y7ur amld{]ef' MUSICQ.} .

tuned

éaste? he ”he

- wam o {'nmm: Jw } tal

JuLy

,limr many~ discipleg

I asked hlm, A Well Swamij

have you'in the West P
Swamljl — A good many.

Q. — Two or three thousand ?
qw'm'p 2 e Mﬂre than that.

- Q— Are the}f all initiated by }ou with
Mantrams ? | o |
Swamiji:~— Yes. : o

Q.— Did you give them permission to uttera
Pranava (OM) ¢ |

Swamiji :— ~ Yes.

Q.—. How dl(l}Oll Mahﬁra;? The) say that

the Sudras have no right to Pmrmm 'md none
have except the Brahmans. Moreover; the Wester-
ners are Mlechchhas, not even Sudras. "

Swamiji .~ How do you know ‘that those whom
I have initiated are not Brzihmans? 31

Myself :— Where could you get Bnhmans
outside - Irldia in ‘the iands ef lhe Ya'.’ams md- |
Mlechchhas? | K R

Swamiji :— My disciples are all Brihmans! I
quite admit the truth of the words, that none
except the Bréhmans has'the r:ght to Pmtmw
But thé son of a Brahman is not neceé's;.ruly always
a Brdhman; though’ ‘there'.is every pOssibility of

his' being one, he may not become  so. Did

~ you nqt hear that the nephew of 'Aghore Chakra-

~varli 0 Baghbazar beeamea S\eeper and actually

-uéed'!q 6“" nenia

all the menjal- services of his adopted

not'the son “of arBrﬁhrnaq 4

‘!’! Mtl*ﬁ-ﬂm RIEKE TRIENE ! - .
1B, Egit}mcaﬂe and the Bréhu;anya qualmes
% sﬁﬁ’vo r.lm_’j ct 1hmgs., In ;. Igldta, one. is held.to
b*?'i atB rahm n: ;iby caete butmthe West ope should
ffw } L Xaogm
~.be Own as such,b I_‘111;“54,_“ pmanya quailties.. As

there are.three ! yunas— attya, ‘Rajas, and Tamas —

3107t o1} R[4 1 ,..-f-e ST
fso 1 erw B{)WI} la!s ‘l:liCh shew a m'tn to be a4
-t I.r : :
Brﬁhman 'If hatr!ya Valsya er a Sudra. The
_ TE i:.-' M 1 b

qualities ‘of Being g4 Brahman or a Kshatriya are

"If""'l S Lo 1;!'.#‘1

d;;ﬁ':g;; out, from | the couniry, bﬁt in" the West they
- 'aré now, attamed to stlatrl ahood, frorn which

."l-'; Y .r‘ r "~. "t i "'I'

the' next step 15 Brﬁhmanheed and many there are

P B "H"*{t £

whofh_zwe quahﬁed themselves fer that.

QT" Then you call those Brﬁhmans, rwho are
Sd!!mc by nature? - e

Swamljl. --the 50.. --As there, are. Sattva,
Ra]as and Tamas,—-one or other of these Gunas
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more or less,—in every man, so the rpnhuus which

make a Brihman, Kshatriya, Vaishya or a Sudea
are inherent in every man, more or less. But at

times one orotherof these qualities prz.dmmmtw-*-ls having- '1*run‘nf‘luck—

in him in varying degrees and is- manilested
accordingly.  Take a man in his dilterent pursuits,
for example: when ' he
‘another
busy lransacling sotne picce of business for prolfit,
on his own account, he Is o Vaishya;
fichts fo right wrongs, then the . qualities of a
Kshatriya come out in him; and when he medi-
tates. on God or passes his time in conversation
about I1im, then he is a Bralunan.  Naturally, it is
. quite possible for one to be chanced from one
caste into another. Obl'hcrwiqe how did Vishva-
mitra become a B:’tlzman and Panshumm :]

Kshatriya ?

. . . i
is engaged 1n

Q.— What )fou,say seems to be quite moht but
why then do not our
teach us the same thing?

Swamiji *— - That is one of the. gt‘eat..em]s of

our country. But let-the m:ﬂter go Now, - o on
Swamiji hcrc s[)okc hlghly of the Westcrnel]s

- spirit of p:act:callty and h0w, when’ thcjr také'{rrf)*
lcllnton, this spirit- also bhows ztself‘ R LA

Myself 1—. True, Mahara], I. havef' heard thg,t' g
their spiritual and- psychlc powers are verys: qu&kly T
developed when they: practise, rehgmn. o\ hqjqibgr

day Swami Saradananda. showed me, 8, ]el;l;er vl
by one of: his h,WeStern disczples, descnbi
--s;:unlual“ powerswhlghiy dg}{éloped pm;:ft]m:
through the Sddkan ‘r,practised fm‘ffon ng

mﬁllthSi S -;.lﬁ I,i- J.“

Swamijit= : :9¢ yot seelTﬂzNow yéu
‘whether thére are Brﬁh :NOt Y
have Brﬁhmahs here Al S5t t!they are:h ; ridging:
country down I;o. _the"“ _ éé"z ot' rum pth:
tyranny, and. coﬁéeque [ v h;
1S vamshtng away by d. feesf

mnde o

-_.n..i-l

his dlSClplé with 3! Man
~ be a trade with Hivn
the relation nowadays

dlsmpic ! Perchanée th

dﬂth%n' How 'woh i

i betﬁfeen ‘a’ Gurﬁ“aﬁ‘d@h 8

-~ and says; “ Pray, go ondh again ‘to’ "y*o‘{fr f’ﬂmc:ﬁles,
dear. _VVII;] your playinggat dice all day long,
. . *

serving’

for pay, he is in Sudrahiood ; when lie is

when liec
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p TO THE FOURTH OF JULY

( By Swami Vivekananda.)

[ Tt is well known that the Swami Vivekananda’s
death (or resurrection, as. some of us would prefer
to call it!) took place on the sth. of July 1g02..
On the 4th. of July 1898, he was travelling, with
some American disciples, in Kashmir, abd as part
of a domestic conspiracy for the-celebration of the
day—the anniversary of the American Declaration
of Independence—lie prepared the following poem,

to be read aloud at the early breakfast. The poem
itself fell to the keeping of Stkira Mdti.) -

—
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Behold, the dark clouds melt away, 1
That gathered thick at night, and hung,

So like a gloomy pa}L above the carth!

Before thy magic touéh, the world

Thé birds'in:chorus sing. -

The flowers raise th lr star-hke crowns,
Dew-set, and wave thee welmme fair.

The lakes are, open‘iné wide in love; ‘ ;

~“Their hundred thods'and ]otus—‘eycs

‘To welcome thee,:with all their depth.
Al hail to thf:f:l Thou Lord of ngl:tl
‘A welcome new o, thee w-da}'
Oh'Sunt’ To-day ‘thoti sheddest L:éar{y! REEE

”h‘ljr ]\1311‘":-‘{';?‘ li-il‘ "-FL';‘

Bethmk thee how.the wnrld did- wa:t .

. .y %h for thee lhrq_u h time and clime.

. ﬁvéihﬂﬁoiﬁ “and love of ffléhds, -

' :ilﬂ; Pesf’f)f thee,’ selfﬁﬁiﬁlahedl .
‘oceans,f through'primeval forests,
5&?’ a atrugg_le for their life or death. |

o el AR

hen work bore frult

sacHfide, -

_ W hlp.' A“%

_;;..Fnlﬁlﬁ:d.z accepted, m rcOHIplate.

4Ti:en ien thou, propif 8} 708€ 10 ﬂhed
Thl_.'._ llght of iFreeapm-on.. mankmd .

R 1.,3-

e A

4 - 1 &

| T:l} thyi high. noon 0 erspreads the world,
T:ll ;every. Iand reﬂect thy hght.
¢T1'll men. and wnmen, with upllfted hcad
| Behold the:ri shackles broken and

Know, in sprmgmg Joy, the:r hfe renewedl

. -O.
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~ SELECTIONS FROM SANSHRIT
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. [Itis stated in the Tantras, © Externnl worship is the lowest fo‘
hymnq are of the middle stage ; mental worship is much ‘highes 4 bur.‘.‘._th' ] ncst andimgﬁ?ﬁtﬁ[ i’ﬁ'l[-’ﬂ% p.:
ship is the consciousness ‘of unity, that “I am He.”” .But the devpln haa,;amﬂ}r_ 1gh the;th eel.n
successive stages of duality mentioned above, in order to reach thc ﬁne' tgge et Advai@d: -andihier
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divided on mqny of the most fnndnment’ﬂ quics-
tions :(—for instance, the question of |mnlslnnt.ntl
for 'sinners—-for all who do not “believs ” i
Christ ; the doctrine’ of atonement; the ques-
tion whether Christ was the son of God, or.simply -
a man, The teachings of the Church ‘being
divorced from truth, have ceased, in great measure,
to be logical, reasonable or convincing. « IKxamiples
of this are the déctiines of Tletn'ﬂ Punishment;
Atonement, or the tinsfer of one’s own fauls te
the shoulders of another; the doctrine of only

one Christ or Redeemer for all mankind, including’
the countless millions both before and after him
who never heard of him; Special Creation, which |
makes man cternal i1t only one direction—like “a
stick with only onc ¢nd’”; original - sin, wlnch--
asserts that God ereated man with a tendency to -
sin. Now, such doctrines as these were not taught
by . Christ, but - they are read into the Bible b_y .
perversion of its wnrds Thmking men cannot
accept them as true. . Religion -in :the  West
has quite lost .its;hald ,upon. the people- The-
Chburch in.'the West to- day is little more than 3 ..
social form, a°social canvention, without controlling
power over the lives of men, througn -lack of
illuminated Teachers. , - But Hinduism_has not Jost
its way amidst vague. and doubtful speculnt:ens it
has been held to facls,,by « Living Witnesses ™} it is.
therefore - a " tric’ and. reliable gulde, and as such
should . be. cherlshed ‘as .your “mast plecieus
'possess:nn. | ' ’

The second reason.which - you have, ‘for valuing |
H;ndunsm is, ‘thap itlis 'the or:ginal Rellg;on of the .
world, ‘the’ oldest Religion, dhe’ ~Religion - from
‘which: other. Tehgtons;rhave,eprung, and: that .it . also
s, tl:!:e- o_st]hlgh;y dev gloped,. the, most scientific,
‘the  ‘most. “practfcal 'of religlons. ~ ‘Religtonsare
--«.adapgé'dq respectivgly -, to : the characters _ of. the

varlg_g, T2CeS “of . ;nen and dlffer ]ust as’ those
i, Eﬁﬂd’z  différi A ‘religion perfeeti y ‘adapted to -
tsof,a warl;ke* andpprimltwe people such -
‘f"ﬁrabs Wwere some, 1400 yearsago, or ofa’

vho are’in’ho, hiifry: to"get to God,: such as

P
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hd’nian; nor’ is ‘het téaching involved with the life -
“of é’n”'riiah “It is your tradition that the Vedas
a'r'e"“”the ‘sternal ~source of . religion for the world : -
“this’ claim™ makes a ‘strong appeal fo: réason ‘and *
‘common sense.’ A‘ll other religions.rest upon the
teachings of a singlé man;e.g., Buddhism, Christian-
ity, Taolsm, Mahommedanlsm, Zoroastr:anlsm.
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They are even more or less bound up with the
character and Zife as well as the teaching of that
man. That being so, suppose it should be proved
that such a man as Jjesus Christ never actually
lived on earth. What would become of the
Christian religion? The Church has in the course
of its history been brought face to face with that
possibility, and to avoid that serious situation, the
History of the Jews by Josephus, which failed to
mention Christ, was amended in the interest of the
Church by the interpolation of a forged passage
containing his name, How insecure, then, is
every other religion when compared to the im-
pregnable position of Hinduism,—its foundation
on the Vedas will remain unshaken though the
name of every man ever connected with it be
swept away !

But besides this inexhaustible mine of
Hinduism has also its sages, and a thousand
when other religions have but a few. There are
the sixty-three great Tamil saints; there are Rama,
Krishna, Sankaracharya, Cha:tanya Ramanuja,
Ramakrishna and hundreds of others. Now every
one of fhese wise men had sufficient spiritual
wisdom to have founded a new religion, had he
been so minded. Butthey gave their labours instead
to enriching Hinduism, [i resulted in your sacred
books becoming a vast store of spiritual wisdom
absolutely unapproached  elsewheve in -the world.
In them every phase and aspect of life is treated,—
ithe unseen powers and nature of man, the
unsecen powers of the universe, the mnature of
God, the manner in which the divine powers
were projected and the universe created.

principles,

Then as to the ceremonial and ritualistic parts,
they wete all planned with a distinct purfose, and
that purpose was to afford all men, ot whatever
position in life, occupation for their hands and minds,
in connection with worship of the Lord, so that
men might become established in the Lord by
following the rules dictated therein., For a similar
purpose was created the vast sacred literature of
the /7ifasas—ithe Puranas, the Ramayana, the Maha-
bharata. Religion is a very practical and very
scientific thing. Brekma-vidya, knowledge of God,
is most difficult of attainment, and the path to it is
the most arduous of paths, Nowthe Agamas and
the Shastras were worked out by generations of
wise men to give us assistance on this path, and
-iheydare indeed most eﬁectwe &1ds when under-
EtDO

Let me gwe yoil an jllustration. According to
Western psychalﬂgy, besides the waking and the
sleeping states it is not suspected that there is
another state in which thought has ceased but
consciousness - is fully alive. But we
from the Indian sages that the manas or thinker is
not the same as the Asman or Spirit, the knower;
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you this;

‘holy men,

it up means that the

learn
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and that as a consequence there is a state of full
consciousness possible to man in which there is
no thought. And any earnest man may convince
himself by introspection, if he goes about it in the
right way, that the Eastern teaching is right.

The Blessed Bhagavan Sri Krishna teaches us in
the Gita, the most practical and valuable of all
books, as to the practical value of knowing that
the ‘spirit—the immortal and changeless—is dis-
tinct from the mind, which is mortal and subject to
change ; that the mind is capable, if pure, of being
an immeasurably valuable assistant to the spirit on
the path to the Lord and, if impure, a most
dangerous obstructer of that path. Every wise man
should guard the purity of his mind, for only the
purified and disciplined mind can lift the veil
which prevents the spirit from knowing itself and
God. Suppose, in your youth your father gives
you a servant, saying—-this servant will be with you
all your life, and will be the only first-rate servant
you will ever have. Will you not carefully look to
the training of that servant? Will you not watch
him closely—keep him away from evil companions,
keep him pure? Unquestionably you will; so
you have just the same interest in training the
mind—in keeping it pure. And how are you to
purify the mind? The Shastras and Agamas tell
you are to regulate your thoughts—
action will take care of itself if the thoughts are
regulated—according to the rules laid down by
You are to avoid sensuousness and
vice, and cultivate love and generosity.

The third reason why you should attach the highest
value to your religion is, that it is a part, and the
chief part, of your national character which cannot
be given up without leaving you emasculated and
lifeless as @ nation. Every nation has developed
certain institutions peculiarly befitted to it, and
these embrace its language, its customs such as
social laws, caste, etc.,, and its religion., These
are all knitted together—correlated to each other,
and together they form the character of the nation
or race. They cannot be given up by the nation

any more than a man can give up his individuality.

Let us trace the effect of abandoning or changing
any of the features of the national character.

First, take the institution of Language. To give
youth is divorced from the
literature of his fathers. He is unabie to draw
upon that immense store of lofty sentiments and
inspiring ideals, which lie like a treasure of gold
and jewels in the ancient books of his race, and
which are to him a needed source of strength and
inspiration at times of stress during his life, No
foreign literature can take its place. But the
youth who has lost the language of his fathers, has
lost aiso his intellectual and spiritual inheritance,

And then _his religion is likely to go also. For
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his religion is embedded in his language.  Unless
he studies his sacred books in the original, his
religion will never be a living force for him, We
can imagine an Englishiman, a Germran, or a French-
man abandoning his language without forgetting his
religion, for the source of his religion is foreign
to his language and his race. But with you it is
otherwise. Your religion and your literature are
almost synonymous. Your religion is an inherent
part of your racral or national life,

Then there is the disastrous effect of the loss of
touch between the masses and the educated classes.
The masses cannot learn the new language, and
therefore there exists no medium of communica-
tion between them and their natural leaders. The
masses necessarily stagnate-—they cannot rise or
progress. They degenerate into superstition ansd
ignorance, and corruption and decay of religion
must follow in time. This process is taking place
both in Jaffna and some parts of India to-day.

Let us next examine the effects which flow from a
change of customs in deference to foreign in-
fluence. The general tendency of this influence
has been to wholly disorganise your social fabric.
You have -let education drift 4o the hands of
foreigners, and what sort of fitting for life do your
children get? Consider your girls first. The
associations of their life in the Mission boarding
schools, the Western ideas which they imbibe there,
‘both from their teachers and the books which they
study, fill them with the desire to imitate Western
lite. They are no longer satisfied with simple
Hindu habits of life. To avoid these evils many
of your parents refuse to send their girls to
Mission boarding schools, preferring to let them
grow up in ignorance, without education, and by
so doing they incur evils only less serious than
those which would have followed from Missionary
influence. Nothing is so important for a healthy
society as sound training of its women, in the
literature and traditions and customs of the
people.

Then as to your boys. They too are unfitted
for the duties of life. The building up and develop-
ment of character ought to be the first aim of
education, but this is not the case. The first aim
of Mission schools is to make converts of your
children, to convince them of the superiority to
Hinduism of the religion of the Missions, The
dignity of labour is not taught to your children,
and your boys come out of schools afraid of work
on the farm, just as your educated girls are afraid
of work in the kitchen. Thus agriculture, which
ought to be the delight of your best men, the
pride and strength of your people, which is the
noblest of all avocations, is left to shift for itself,
while your young men flock to the offices of
“Government, to spend theit lives as petty ¢lerks.

If they remain long in Mission schools they must
come out from them with their faith, ¥ not
destroyed, at least unsettled ; so that it cannet have
for them a controlling force in the conduct ot

life—the greatest misfortune which can happen to
a human being. |

Read what the Rev. Garrett says in the Wesleyars
Report for 1902z, (p. 9)—* Our English Colleges
are preparing the way for Christ in Jafina, not
only by the direct evangelical teaching whieh they
supply to the students, but also by the Christian
influence which works unseen within them, teaching
the young men to view life and its problems with
Christian eyes, and to regard their ancesiral
superstitions and idolatry in the light which the
Gospel radiates upon all who come within i3
reach.” Rev. Wilkes says in the same Report,—
(p. 14) “ Outof 19 Saivite boys inmy top three
classes, only one had ever read a Saivite book.
The Vedas are scarcely known by name, and
the term Upanishad was a new word to them.
verv TO win them for Christ is an aim worth the
utmost devotion and skill.”

Then the other customs of your Society—they
were all fashioned so as to further the purposes of
religion. For your dncestors realised that lite
without religion had no mearning. Now the
essence of religion is love, its end will be achieved
when love—love for God and man,—is fully

developed “ in  the human heart. So love was

cherished in the family and a great number of
related persons were kept in association with each
other in the same family, that love might develop
between them. The bounds of the family were
even extended to practically include the dependant
classes. Families of servants and dependanis
dwelt in or near the family precincts of the master.
They were paid, not in money, but in ¢are. Service
descended from generation to generation—a
privilege prized and jealously guarded, in which
they took pride. The care of the master was met
by the devotion of the servant. Then, there were
no jails in your ancient polity. The alleged
offender was tried by the village elders, and if
found guilty was not confined with criminals to the
ruin of his character by evil associations, but com-
mitted to the custody of his father, to be dealt with
by him on the principles of love. The rule of
decision in those communities was unanimity. The
custom of imposing by force the will of the
majority upon the minority was unknown there.

The deadly competition of modern Western life
was also unknown. Skilled labour was organised
in various castes and its supply regulated by caste
rules. Nor could private gain be sought insucha
society at the cost of the suffering of the neighbour.
These are a few of the features of the most
beautiful and perfect social fabri¢ the world has
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seen, planned by the wisest men to lead the soul
most quickly to God. Every change in it has
been a disaster—every change in it has sapped the
strength and effectiveness of vour religion.

The remaining institution which I mentioned as
going to make up the national character is reli-
gion. It is the chief of all, the heart of your
institutions. If you drop that—if you adopt
another religion in its place—you simply and at
once commit suicide, as a race, as a nation. The
chief reasons for preserving your language will
no longer exist and it will perish. Your racial
customs will fade from the memory of man, for
they are the outward expression of your religion.

You will now see how the institutions which
make up your nationat character are inter-
dependent, and alt suffer through injury to one;
and how they are essential to your integrity as a
race—to your effectiveness as a force in the world
and to the continuance of your land as a place
which furnishes a suitable environment for develop-
ing spiritually-minded men, and where aspiring
men delight to dwell.

These then are the three reasons because of
avhich you should prize and cherish your religion—
the fact that it is a living religion in a unique
sense, that 1t is scientific, cavefully elaborated, and
for you practicatly valuable, to an extent not
approached by any other religion, and finally that
it is a part of your racial character, knitup in-
separably with it and with your langnage and
customs, and on no account to be discarded.

In conclusion, the learned lecturer showed by
facts and figures, how this religion is seriously
threatened in Jaffna by letting the education of
children drift into the hands of aliens who have
not the faintest understanding of Hindu institutions
and have no sympathy with them. But the matter
was not hopeless and the situation would be saved
if the Hindus would exert themselves to take
education into their own hands, by opening primary
and higher schools and support them with
necessary funds. If they were ready 1o do so, the
speaker said he was prepared to help the cause by
his personal labours, as he had been doing for the
past two months or so in Jaffna with satisfactory
results.—From Z%¢ Hindu Organ, Jaffna,

NEWS AND MISCELLANIES

( CULLED AND CONDENSED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES)

Fravu von Rauditz recently passed an examination
in Copenbagen that entitted ber to act as ship’s
captain. Her paper was marked *““excellent.,” She
bas now obtained a concession from the Danish
Government to pilot mail steamers to Ise Fjord,
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THE system of shorthand in Bengah, devised by
Mr. D. N. Shingbaw, has been formally accepted
by Government and has already been 1ntroduced

into the Police Training College at Ranchi. The

Bengal Government has given Mr, Shinghaw an
honorarium of Rs. 1,000.

In his presidential address at the annual con-
ference at Leeds of the National Association of
Headmasters, Mr. E. S. Mortimer said that in no
other country were there so many unkempt, dirty,
miserable women as n England, and that the
future of the race depended largely on the better
training of women in domestic and social duties.

Al ——

THE Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama, Benares,
acknowledges wilh thanks the donation of RRs. 200
made by Lala Sambhunath, Govt. pleader, Sultan-
pur, U. P, out of Rs, 400 promised by himin
aid of the muchi-needed repairs of the Ashirama
building,

The Ashrama earnestly appeals to the generous
public for funds to build also a suitable Temple
within its preciucts,

A well-known lady friend of the Salvation Atmy
has offered to make General Booth a present of
£5,000, on condition that he does a little less
work and rests more. An Army official at Queen
Victoria St. confirmed -this and added that the
General is in the middle of a strenuous campaign
in Hammersmith, and has a nhumber of other for-
ward engagements. In spite of this he still has

hopes of in some way gaming the proftered
donation.

NEwS has reachied the friends in- America of
Father Conrady that the aged missionary is dying
of leprosy among the lepers near Canton, China.
Father Conrady was born in Belgium sixty-nine
years ago, was educated for the priesthood in Paris,
and spent seven years as a mmssionary in India.
More recently when sixty-six years of age, he
started to alleviate the sufferings of the wretched
Chinese lepers of Canton. He raised 46,000 in
the United States, and bought an island near

Canton. There he has housed 500 lepers, with
whom he lives,

News has been received of fighting in the
Kagoro and Attakka districts of Northern N igeria._._
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whither a British punitive patrol was despatched
last December. The British casualties were one
killed and five wounded, writes a correspondent at
Legos, while three of the five Europeans were bad-
ly stung by bees.. Bees play an important part in
warfare with these Nigerian tribes. The villagers
on retiting before an enemy excite the bees and
let them loose, and woe betide the man who 1s

attacked by them in the labyrinths of cactus which
surround the villages.

A 1EST has been carried out which shows that
it is possible for. a doctor by the use of the tele-
phone, to diagnose heart troubles in a patient 100
miles away. Professor Milne, of Shide, Isle of
Wight, in a message received by “ The Daily Mail”?
says : ‘“ At nine o’clock this evening in conjunction
with four distinguished medical men of the Isle of
to the beat of a lady’s heart in London. The
instrument etnployed in London was a stethoscope

ﬂjj‘h a. tﬁl'ﬂE}]DﬂE Iﬂlay inVﬁntﬁd by Ml’.,:_ Syd]-]ey
"Brown by which miuute sounds are maguiﬁed." :

MRr. Edwin Brown, a Denver milhionaire, has
been amusitiz himself by making a tour of the
principal. Pacific Ceast cities, dressed as a tramp,
in order to see, says the “Velegraph” New York
eorrespondent, whether the _“ submerged tenth”™
ever received any human sympathy. He passed
through Chicago, and was asked about his ex-
periences. . He replied: “1 found a country of
condensed -higyman suffering, where the churches
are as idle as a painted picture; and where charity
associations seek to avold giving wherever possible,

tather than help.”  Mr. Brown was arrested many
times as a vagrant. |

“The Arya Gazette” of Lahore, dated 2¢th
&pril, has the following remarkable account:
One Babu Prasad Kaori Agarwalla of Nahar Seadat

Khan diéd of 3 day’s fever. His wife attended
her husband with care and love durning his illness,

without success. After her lord’s death she wept
bitterly and asked earnestly her lord’s permission
to follow him as he had left her in nobody’s care.
Her real and genuine prayer, itappears, was ac-
cepted and it brought calinness on her face, and

she seewmed composed in her manners and looks.
A little while after, she again was found praying
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God to permit her to follow her lord in the
Heaven and at the end of her prayer she became
senseless and n spite of the efforts of her neighbours
she never regained her consciousness and died.
The husband and wife both were carried on the
same bier in the morning, and burnt on. the same
pyre. Before going to the prayers and just be-
fore the death of her lord, she had decorated her-
self in the true Hiudu Sati fashioun.,

His Majesty THE KiIinc-EMPEROR oF INDIA has
been pleased to send the following letter to the
Princes and peoples of India —

“« To the Princes and Peoples of India.

“The lamented and unlooked for death of my
dearly loved father calls me to ascend the Throne
that comes to me as the hewr of a great and
ancient line. As King and Emperor I greet the
Princes, the Ruling Chiefs and all the other
dwellers in my Indian Dominions. I offer you my
heartfelt thanks for the tonching and abuudant
manifestation that this eveat has called forth from
all the diverse races, clasees and faiths in India of
loyalty to the Sovereign Crown and personal at-
tachment to its wearers. Queen Victoria of revered
memory addressed her Indian subjects and the
heads of Feudatory States when she assumed the
direct government in 1858, and her august son,
my father of honouted and beloved name, com-
memorated the same most notable event in his
address to you fifty years later. These are the
charters of the noble and benignant spirit of

imperial rule, and by that spirit m all my time to

come 1 will faithfully abide. By the wish of His
late Majesty, and following his own example, I
visited India five years ago, accompanied by my
Royal Consort. We became personally acquainted
with great kingdoms known to history, with
monuments of a civilisation older than our own,
with ancient customs and ways of life, with native
rulers, with the peoples, the cities, towns, villages
throughout those vast terntories. Never can either
the vivid impressions or the affectionate associa-
tions of that wonderful journey vanish or grow
dim. Firmly I confide in your dutiful and active
co-operation in the high and arduous tasks that lie

before me, and I count upon your ready response
to the earnest sympathy with the well-being of
India that must cver betheinspiration of my rule”



