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Arise! Awake ! and stop uot till the goal is reached.
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA'S TEACHINGS
NEED OF THE GURU

AT a game of chess the onlookers can tell
what is the corréect move better than the
players themselves. Men of the world think
they are very clever; but they are attached to
things of this world—money, honours, pleasure,
etc. Being actually engaged tn the play it ts
hard for them to hit upon the right move.
Holy men who have given up the world are
not attached to it. They are like the on-
lookers at a game of chess.  They see things

in their trne light and can judge better than
the men of the world.

HENCE in living the life truly, oite must
put faith in the words of those who meditate
only upon God, who have seeh God. If thou
seekest legal advice wilt not thou consult
lawyers that are in the profession? Surely

thou shalt not take the advice of the man in
the street ?

Collected and adapted from ¢ The Gospel of Sri Rama-
krishna' by M,

- PEOPLE do not see that science dealeth only
with conditioned knowledge. It bringeth no
message from the Land of the Unconditioned.
Such message has been bronght by holy
men who have seen and realised God, like the
Rishis of old. It is they alone that are

competent to say, ‘ God is of this nature.

IF a person is sincere and yearns towards
God lie will in the end realise Him, whether
he knows Philosophy or not. If in his search
after the Lord lie comes into a wtong path,

the Lord will lead him forth to the Goal,
provided he thirsts after Himi.

A CERTAIN devotee went ont on a pil
orimage from Calcutta to Puri; but not know-
ing the way he went dué west instead of
south. In his longing to see the Holy Image,
he subsequently asked people which way he
should go. They said, “ Go thy way towards
the South: Thou hast lost sight of the true
path leading to the Temple” Following their
directions he reached the Geoal in tife,
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OCCASIONAL NOTES

HIS is an age when the meaning of any
| great fact or any great idea that affects
human life in a vital way is constantly as-

suming a more inclusive and
basis.

constructive
Man is ever demanding the more coin-

prehensive explanation and the larger syn-
thesis.

In this connection a religion must be viewed
in a higher relation and can no longer be
tegarded through the theological angle solely.
It must be judged as well as its founders and
interpreters through the influence exercised

in a sense—social, intellectual,
otherwise,

artistic or

Each new religion has always been a
World-Impulse impelling not only a higher
level of spiritual thought and ethical expres-
sion bnt also a tenaissance in the arts, sciences
and letters of the age. Its social significance
has therefore been extensive and vital.

We must see more than Buddha, the
Teacher. His life and realisation became in
time the life and realisation of the Bnddhist
epochs, In giving a new emotional impetus
to the society in which he found himself,
Buddha was the incarnate spirit of social,
intellectual and general reform. His thought
and life infused a strikingly new character
and spirit wherever his teachings were spread.
In India, particnlarly, he was not Qn'ly the
inspiration of the Tripitakas and of a new
period 10 philosophy but likewise and espe-
cially the living force of the Asokan Empire
with its tremendous social, artistic, industrial
and geueral revival.

I —

What is true of Buddha is equally true of

every great religious Teacher.

There is that
aspect of religion which concerns itself with

and affects not a system of theories and
dogmas but the heart and life of nations and
of races in their practical social experience.
For example, when we study the history of
the rise and establishment of Christianity we
are also reviewing the decay of the Roman
Empire against whose civilisation the grand
ethical ideas of Christ and his disciples volleyed
in torrents of reform. We are also reviewing
the upbuilding of European races and nations,
the history of the Middle Ages, charged with
the name and spirit of the founder of Cliris-
tianity,

A e———

In this light we must thank Bnddha for
and attribute to him the culture and art rep-

resented by the civilisations that wrought in
stone or with colour or upon the canvas of
human life the Meaning and the process of

unfoldment of the ideas of the master. In the
West the Gothic cathedral, the masterpteces
of Michael Angelo, the poetry of Dante, the
Renaissance, the romantic chapters of medize-
val history—all are the works of Christ.

Such, among innumerable other things, is
the effect of religion upon mankind, and with
this in mind we easily abandon the method
of looking at religion through distortect lenses
and a narrow theological perspective and

give it its proper place as the first fact in any
natton, age or racial experience,

STRENGTH SUFFICIENT

Oh ! ask not thon, “ How shail T bear
The burden of to-motrow ? ”

Sufficient for the day the care,
Its evils and its sorrow.

God imparteth by the way
Strength sufficient for the day.

~ A oM,
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PAPERS ON EDUCATION.-II
( Continued from page 64. )

HIL giru may have remained hidden, and
the disciple may stand in the blaze of the
wdild. But every word, every gesture, will
point 1l way to that secret sanctuary, whetice
comes his strength. For the greatest energy
is imparted by thie sense of working for the
glory of anotlier. No man could be so nobly
ambitious for himself as his wife could be,
for him. The very fact that it was for him-
self would undermine his sense of loftiness
and inspiration, No disciple can win the
same joy from spiritual vanity, as from the
enthusiasm of gwru-biakti.,  No son can feel
so eager to make his own name famous, as he
will be to magnify that of his father. These
are amongst the deepest secrets of the liuman
heart, and they form the area that India has
chosen to explore. It is in this way that
greatness 1s made,

[t is difficult, however, in modern times —
and speaking in a sense more or less worldly,—
difficult to recognise greatness, unless it
speaks in the language of the second educa-
tional element, There is a certain fund of
infofmation which is more or less essential to
the development and manifestation of modern
personality., It is interesting to enquire,
What are the essentials of this fund of infor-
mation 7 But before we can enter iuto this, it
may be advisable to consider the matter more
as a whole, We can see that unselfishness
is the real distinction of fine persons, of what
Ramakrishina Paramahamsa might have called
Vidyavan-lok. In this seunse, a peasant-woman
may be greater than a reigning queen,
in intellect, the farmer’s wife may be the
- greater, for she may have keenness of judg-
ment, discrimination, mother-wit, and a hun-
dred powers in which the woman of rank
and power is by no means her superior, Are
the tales of the world’s worships not of

Even

shepherds and dairy women, of carpenters and
camel-drivers? But we can see that a mind
whose field of activity is limited to some re<
inote or obscure pursuit, has tot the same
chance of making its power felt, as one that is
able to deal with tliose counters that the
world as a whole recoguises. Some Bhutia
lad may be potentially a great poet, but he is
likely to live and die mute and inglorious.
The Homers and Shaksperes of history are
partakers in the world-culture of their time,

And intellectual formulee may be made a
great help to moral development. We know
that we ought to restrain our individual anger
and impatience, But it is undoubtedly easier
to do so, when we know something about the
size and distance of the fixed stars, and can
take refuge in the thought of the vastness of
the cosmos. The growth of character can be
much aided by intellectual activity, besides
requiring it in its maturity as a means of self-
expression. We do not want to identify the
mere drill of learning to read and write, and
thie ‘memorising of a few facts conveyed by
that vehicle, with the idea of culture, We
are well aware that even hterary culture
might easily be greater in some illiterate
Indian villager, familiar with Akethuks and
mangol-gayens than in the most accomplished
passer of examinations. But we do not wish,
on the other hand, to forget that it is a duty
to develop our intellectual powers. No
Hindu, who wishes to fulfil his obligations to
the jan-desh-dharma (ﬁﬂ-‘éﬁﬂ-‘ﬂﬁ), can afford
to neglect any opportunity of learning that
he can possibly make for himself. This is
the daily saerifice to the Rishis, and it is as
binding on women as on men.

By emphasising the third educational ele-
ment, are made the poets and scholars of tle
world. The idea before which we are passive,
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that we may absorb it, the idea that fills our
lives henceforth, the idea to which all our
education has only been preparatory, this is
the idea that is spirituality itself. Our self-
subordination Lere 1is renunciation. Our
enthusiasm here is an apostolate. 1t matters
nothing about the form of expression. Qur
whole character is bathed in the river of this
intellectual passion, to emerge new, radiant,
self-restrained, and self-directed. The only
sin is to expect a return to ourselves, in
‘yviches, or honour, or fame. But the man who
has really entered into the great life of ideas
1s not long held back, or seriously embittered,
by this childishness, for the energy of lis
pursuit dominates him, and excludes even
himself from his thought, Palissy the potter
was such an idealist. So was Stephenson, who
invented the railway engine. Newton,boil-
ing his watch instead of the egg, was a third.
A nation stands or falls, in the long run, by
the number of such souls that she is capable of
producing, out of the rank and file of ordinary
education. What about [ndia, in this respect,
to-day? Letthe army of her poor scholars
answer! Let the capacity of her people for
universal ideas answer! Let the trumpet-call
of Advaita, on the lips of Vivekananda answer !

Science, art, history, the crafts, business, the
development of men on planes external and
internal, all these are but so many different
expressions of That One. Through any of
them may come the flood of light, the shap-
ing and moulding of character, the mfinite
self-forgetting that means the goal itself. Lo
have chance of this, the idea must be. stated.
The ideal must be consciously held, Coms-
mon ecucation must be reverenced as a
sacrament, making the oppovtumty for this
exaltation and consecration. And if we once
grasp these thiugs, we shall see that we have
no choice, that the education af all, the People
as well as the classes, woman as well as
man,—is not to be a desire with us, but lies
upoun us as a command. Humanity is mind
not body, soul, not flesh. Its heritage Is in
the life of thought and feeling. To close
against any the gates of the higher life is a
sin far greater than that of murder, for it
means responsibility for spiritual death, for
inner bondage, and the result is ruin unspea-
kable. Thereis but one imperative duty before
us to-day. It is to help on Education by our
very lives if need be. Education in the great
sense as well as the little, in the little as well
as in the big,

yter—s—e—+- et G ——— s e

THE VOICE OF HOPLE AND PEACEL.

E not sad; be not disconsolate. The

storm does not last, nor are the days
always clouded. The sun still shines and
brighter days shall dawn,—and Fair Hope
shall again and again crimson the horizon of
life with many and brilliant colours.

The heart of the worldling is a wilderness.
It is a desert. Forsake not the hearth and
home of thy spiritval Self to wander in the
wilderness of desire and in the desert of
dreams. Halt, let not thy course go too
far, for then the return is impossible. When a
jnan has lost the compass of self-control, he

loses his way and is left a prey to great danger.

Trust not in falseness ; place not thy trust
in ashen vanities ; for disillusion follows dis-
illusion and the night and gloom of Maya add
to the unrest, fever and fear.

Thou art the captain in command. In the
moment of trial do not desert the field.
Better death than inglorious and cowardly
defeat. Thou art ever in Providential Care.
The outstretched arms of the prayerful soul
are supported by the hands of invisible
angels.

The way of life is not dark., The sun of
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Prath shines always. Do oot allow gloom of
lieart because the present sky is gloomy, 4rust
and trust, Hope against hope. Be strong
when thouo art weakest, Then the goal of thy
life is in sight and a revelation shall come to
thee, Brave learts they to whom life is ever
equal.

[n this have confidence : though the way is
long, the énd is sure and stationed in peace.
Be not troubled, be not afraid. The stgh of
the yearning heart is always heard. The
messenger of peace aud strength shall ap-
proach and his lumiunous preseuce shall drive
away evil, storm, sorrow, stress and
Trust and hope. Do not falter.
Peace,

fear,
PPeace,
Peace,

They who wear smiles often hide tears, for
sadness awaits pleasure, Such is the measure
of life; such the turning of the great wheel.
It is peace for which thy soul longs. Pleasure
cannot satisfy, DPeace, peace, peace—that,
brave heart, is what thou seekest. The pleas-
ures of the senses flow swiftly by and the heart
still yearns and yearns, Come,—it is peace
thou seekest, Come,—come away from the
seething noise and the vortex of human woe
and madness. Peace, peace, peace that pas-
seth all understanding be thine, The peace
of quigtuderof heart and the peace that cometh
with self-mastery. Yeace, peace and blesstngs.

A better destiny {s thine; for thee a glori-
ous morrow bids well ; for thee a great calm
shall Be sent from heavenly heights and for
thee there is a message of truth.

Why dream ? Here are spiritual realities;
here are most blessed truths. The peace of
the spirit shall follow thy struggle to attain.
Never desist from the course. Never give
up the cause,

Pleasures of a moment, Forget them. Abide
the time which must come when the presence
of God shall kiss thy soul in the great realisa-
tion, Then shalt thou be thrilled with the
marvellousness of His love and for ever after
shalt thou remember, Thou shalt know that

THE VOICE OF HOPE AND PEACE 835

e, the Infinitely Loveable, is present, and, in
that light, what matters all else to thee? DBe
brave., This is the message, O beloved, from
the serene height, Be strong, In thy strength
shalt tbou be supported by the glory and
power of Him who lives,—there in thy heart.

Ratse the eyes to the spiritual sky where
bright stars, heroic souls, shine in the splendid
effulgence of their self-tnastery and glorious
realisation. Here is the endless infinite, and
the Spirit that fills it 1s vow and ever,—yea,
and It permeates every atom of thy life, It is
thy Self and “ Thou art That.” So say the
Scriptutes of the Truth,

‘There are heights still to be ascended and
their more glorious view shall entrance thy
soul with greater ecstasy. IJold! This is the
message for thee and it comes from The
Within, Hark! It says: “Know Me as thy
life ; know Me as thy love ; know Me as thy
lieart, thy mind, thy body ; know Me as thy
soul, thy thought, thy longing, thy cry and
thy anguish, Then thou shalt become great
of soul and thou shalt know that the eyes of
the Divine Mother still gaze with
kable tenderness upon Her
Peace. IPeace.”

“Dark hours, forebodings, tears, sadness
and heart-ache. Give themn to Me, In the
bosomn of My Ianfinite Bliss 1 shall- drown
them. Be Mine for evermore,—fot everimore,”

The Teacher, the Ideal and the Spirit of
Peace dwells in thy soul throughout all timne
and in every place and circumstance in which
titou mayest find thyself, Seek Him. Fiad
Him., Know Him., “Than He no other must
be truly sought, nor found, nor known., Pro-
foundly is He moved by the adoration of the
devotee, In whatsoever a man may be en-
gaged, if he be unselfishly, earnestly and
truthfully engaged, he is a devotee, a wor-
shipper of Him Who dwells in every heart
and s the Self of thee,.

If thou must stray, if thou must go else-
where for happiness instead of secking it

unspea-
child, YPeace,
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within thyself, stray, go, but when thou art
struck speechless at the marvels of beauty,
of gooduess and of truth, remember Him. If
thine eyes are captured by the beauty of form
and by the attractiveness of externals, re-
member The Iaternal, The Indwelling,

However far thou mayest go and whatso-
ever wish thou mayest realise, still wilt thou
wander, still madly crave, unless thou canst
recoguise that wherever thou mayest go it is
on The Path and that whatsoever desire thou
- mayest entertain is a reaching forth unto the
soul of Him Who 1s the Soul of thy soul.

Know the Truth and it shall make you
free,—yes, it shall make you free. In this
‘have faith;~and in this put away fear, for
doubt and fear do not become thee.

The waters of the ocean are ever the same.
The waves alone change. They assume form
but to break it. Their vociferous dash is
drowned in the murmuring silence that fol-
lows. Now the waves are high, now low, but
they must break, Thy soul is a shoreless
ocean and many the waves and loud the noise
and roar and tempest. But remember the
depths. There no sound is heard. There
reigns immeasurable peace and silent, unend-
ing calm. Peace. Peace. Peace.

Struggle not. Be an instrument in the hand
of the Great Spiritual Law and Will behind
these fleeting shadows of a day. Be as a
child in the mother’s arms, for truly does the
Divine Mother hiced thy call and well does
She know each separate joy and sorrow.

Courage. Courage. Courage. The dawn of
day dispels the darkness of night. Be not
fearful of the morrow. Morrows and days
past and present come in the natural pro-
cession—Dbut thou, remain unmoved and un-
concerned, seek That Which is Highest,

Enter into the inner retreat of the sounl
There in silent meditation reflect upon the
peaceful heart of The Sage. The more thou
dost meditate upon this, the more will thy
heart grow like unto His, Say to Him: “Thon

MAyvy

art my mother; Thou art my father; Thou
art my friend ; Thou art my companion ; Thou
art my wisdom ; Thou art my strength ; Thou
art my all in all.” Then do you address the
true Self of your self. He is the Deathless
aud the Pure One, He is the Infinitely Love-
able and Steadfast One, When e is realised,
the soul no longer feels deserted.

Truth dwelling within the heart, overcomes

all error. By the Light of Truth the Path
shall be illumined for the soul. _That Light

~is greater than all lights, for It includes all

light, “The sun does not shine there, nor
the moon and the stars, nor these lightnings
and muoch less this fire, When
everything shines after Him.

all this 1s hghted,”

He shines.
By His light

NEW RAIMENT.

God to Nature gives new raiment,
As 1t sutts HI1S purpose and HIS laws,
Differs the garment that clothes the autumn
Enurely from summer without flaws,

Every season, when its work is done,
For new ones changes her clothes,

Whether spring or winter or autumi,
Not dynamics but statics she loathes.

A man or woman casts away,
The raiments their purpose served,

Getting new ones in their place,
Gladly throws away the deserved.

So with man the change takes place,
When work in this life is finished—
¥Finished to its entirety and well done—
He leaves this with strength undiminished.

No more is death than change of garment,
‘YThe old body torn, scraped, out-worn,

{s cast away to mingle behind
With its like; and left without a groan,

~—D, K. Reie,
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OM TAT SAT. SALUTATION TO BRAHMAN
ATMOPANISHAT

After Brahmd had propounded to the Devarshis, in the preceding discourse of the Atharva Veda,
the truth abont rebirth, Angiras shows, in this Upanishad, the way to be free from the bondage of
SamsAra, once for all, to those who so desired, by inculcating the Highest Atman, who is ever taintless
and beyond all bondage of birth and death, Angiras was one of the Seven Rishis, a Prajépati or pro-
genitor of jnankind, and one of the ten mind-born sons of Brahma. Besides being regarded as the
priedt of the Gods and the Lord of Sacrifices he was also a teacher of Brahmavidy4, to whom many
hymns of the Rigveda are ascribed.

The methpd adopted here is what is technically called qrrEgrs+g=qr«, the maxim of the bough and
the moon. Just as the moon though immensely distant from the bough of the tree is pointed out to a
child as the moon oz the bough, because she appears to be contiguous to it, even so the Paramatman——
though He has really no relation with the body and the mind, still for the sake of ease to the learner—-
is first pointed out through the body and the mind, which are called. here, the QOuter and the Inner
Atman respectively, because of His appearing very much akin to them to a child-mind. Thus by leading
him step by step the real nature of the Atman is disclosed.

o HYATGUACTT: GETCATAT AIFRATSTATAT  GTATAT S |
AFINATAAOATG A G T IS ISR TATTRG AT TR TG AT T
TIE GTA TACOTHTARIGIAT W WATFd AT (HqT AT TrEenr arg 1

HGIFATHT AT QAT A H AR AR BTG A G SR AA TG IARTATE W

= T —

1. Om. Then Augiras (said): The Purnsha (a) is threefold ( 4), viz—the Outer-
Atman, the Inuer-Atman and the Paramdtman. The two layers of skin { epidermis and
dermis ), the nails, the flesh, the hair, the fingers and thumbs, the backbone, the nails (¢},
the ankles, the belly, the navel, the hips, the tlnghs, the cheeks, and the eyebrows, the fore-
head, and the arms, the sides, the head, the small veins and nerves, the eyes, and ears etc.—
that which has these (&), and which is born and dies (¢), is called the Outer-Atman (/).

2, Now, about the Inner-Atman,—verily He is the Purusha (@ ) who by his perceiving
the earth, water, fire, air and ether (4), desire and aversion, pleasure and pain (¢), lust,

ke

( /)Y The Quier Aimaen—Because the Atman is
identified, in its gross aspect, with the body, asin
the case of one who feels “ /am hurt,” “ J enjoy,”
acccording as one meets injury or feels pleasing
sensalions in it.

2. (@) The Purusha &c.: This comprehends the
whole range of material phenomena, gross, and

1. (u ) The Purusha: The dweller in the body.
(&) Is threefold: Though the distinction usually
made in the Shastras is fourfold viz.—the body, the
mind, the Jivdtman and the Paramdtman, still
considering the idenlity of the two last, the dis-
tinction is spoken of as threefold here,
(¢) Nails—The repetition of the word is for

distinguishing the nails of the hand from those of
the toes.
(d) That which has these—i. e., the human body.
(¢) Is born and dies: Which implies that it also
undergoes the four intermediate stages of modi-
fication as enumerated by Yaska, viz., that it exists,
it changes, it develops, and it decays.

subtle (i, e. mental ), with which the individual soul
concerns himself, It may be wellto point cut here
that according to Hindu Philosophy, the mind is
nothing but subtle matter,

(6) ZLarth......ether—Gross matter, coming
under cognition,
(¢) Desire......pain—The pairs of opposites,

coming under Feeling,
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MANT 1AM @ G ea T N A G R ay a2 Tud-
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AR I R 1l

N TLATHT ATH TAFIEVAATT & AT A AT AT T AT AR [T -

ATATEATH IS —

[ ——

delusion ( &), doubt etc.,—who by his perceiving acute and grave (accents ) (e), short, long,

el

and protracted (vowels) ( /), and faltered, shouted, abruptly broken, and mixed (syllables) ( g),
and who by his seusibility to dancing, mustc, vocal and instrumental, loss of consciousness (&),

yawning Xc.,—is the hearer, sineller, taster, thinker, comprehender, doer, and dtscriminating
self, whose sign is memory ( z), ( who studies ) the Puranas, the Nyaya, the Mimamsas (7, and
the Dharmasastras (£), and who particalarises hearing, smelling and attracting, from generality

of actionns—He is called the Inner-Atman.

3. Now about the Paramétman,—verily He is to be worshipped (@ ) according to the
precepts of the Vedas (4). And He (reveals Himself to ) one who, throuoh the Yoga (c)
of Pranayama ( &), Pratyahara (¢) and Samadhi (f), or through Reasoning ( ¢ ), meditates on

the Adhiydima (7).

( d ) Lust, delusion : implying the other passions
of anger, avarice, pride and envy.

Delusion—which arises out of blind attachment
to worldly objects and sense-enjoyments, and thus
prevents one from discerning the truth,

(e) Acute and grave (accen/s ): By mentioning
the Uditta ( high ) and the dnuddite (low) in the
series of tones, the intermediale mixed tone, the
Svarita is also implied.

(f) Short...... (vowels): These are the three kinds
of vowel sounds used in Sanskrit prosody.

(&) Faltered...... ( syllables ). These are the de-
fects in pronunciation of sytlables, or in speech.

(Ah) Loss of consciousness—considered as one
of the thirty-three subordinate feelings.

(i) Whosesign is memory: Memory is the chief
characteristic of the individual self, for without it
he should forget in youth what he experienced in
boyhood, the body baving undergone a thorough
change.
into play, storing up all the pastiinpressions in a
subtle form and bringing them to the surface when
stimulated.

(7)) Mimdmsds: The Purva Mimdms4 of Jaimini,
and the Uttara Miméamsi, or the Vedanta, of Vyisa.

(£) Dharmasasiras. The codes of Laws com-
piled by the Rishis,

Here Chitta or the mind-stuff comes

|

3. (@) Worsaipped : Realised in His true essence.
(6) According ... ... Vedas : The Paramatman is to
be sought only through the Vedas, or the Revealed
Knowledge Eternal, by means of a duly perfected
minc,

(¢)Throngh.. Samddhi—i. e., through Raja Yoga.

(d) Préndydma: Lit. Control of the Prana or
the sum-totat of the Cosmic Energy. This is grad-
ually effected by the proper control of breath,
the most tangible manifestation of P¢4na in the
body. This is the fourth step in the course of
Yoga practice, coming after Pama and Niyama ov
control of external and internal organs, and Asana
(posture).

(e) Pratydhdra: The drawing in of the organs
into the Ckit/a or mind-stuff, by detaching them from
their objects. This follows Préniyima.

(/) Samddhi: including in it its two preceding
stages of Dhdrand (concentration ) and Dhydna
( meditation ). When concentration is perfect the
Yogi attains Sam4dhi and realises the Absolute.

(g) Through Reasoning—i. e., through Jnani
Yoga, or the process of analysing the real and the
unreal, till the ultimate entity is reached.

(%) Adhydtma: The reality underlying the inner-
most individual Self, According to. Sridhara, the
relation between the Jivdtman and Paramatman,

( To be continued)
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GLIMPSES

Vain are Vedas without virtue,
Six Vedangas bring no rest,
Sacred learning quits the sinner
As the fledged bird quits its nest.
Vedas and the six Vedangas
Bless not man of sinful life,
As unto the blind and sightless
Vain is beauty of a wife.
Sacred texts and sacrifices
Save not men deceitful, proud,
Rites and learning bless the virtuous,
Like the autumn’s rainy cloud.
— Vasishtha’s Dharma Sutra vi. 3 to .
3

I slept and dreamt that life was beauty;
I woke and found that life was duty.
Was thy dream, then, a shadowy lie ?
Toil on, sad heart, courageously,

And thou shalt find thy dream to be

A noon-day light and truth to thee.

~Ellen Cooper.
¥
That which thou seest is the reflection of thyself,
That which thou hearest is the echo of thyself,
That which thou admirest is the image of thyself.
No man can be attracted to a side of the gallery
opposite to his own nature.
~George Matheson.

— Gl e

SRI RAMAKRISHNA

INDIA has just celebrated, at various centres,
the “Jayanti” of the latest of her mighty
Incarations and Prophets. One remarkable
feature of these enthusiastic celebrations is
the participation therein by people of all
classes—richh and poor, educated and unedu-
cated, Brahman and non-Brdhman including
the “depressed.” The name of Sri Ra:_na_
krishna—the hero of whom we are speaking
and whose holy life and gospel were brought
before our minds on Sunday last—stands for
a great ideal. It is the ideal of a life lived
best for oneself in being lived entirely for
others,—a life worthy of the veneration of the
gods, but suited for the emulation of men,—
a life of ascetic severity and unworldliness
wedded to an all-embracing love and a burn-
ing passion to serve mankind,—the one glori-
ous ideal which the all-wise Creator gave to
India centuries ago. Never was the need for
a practical exposition of this idcal_ Mmore
urgently needed than at the present hour. As

has often been remarked, India and the world
are now standing at the gates of a new era.
But who will be the gate-opener? That
honour shall belong to the nation whiclh, be-
fore all the others, solves the many social,
political, and ethical problems which face us
at present, A correct solution of these prob-
lems is impossible unless the serenity and the

spirituality, the self-control and the self-know!-

edge of a Ramakrishna are brought into the
consideration thereof. The poets and philos-
ophers of the West as of the East have all
clearly pointed out the evils of the materialism
of our age. While we talk in self-laudatory
terms about humanity, civilisation, liberty,
equality and all those high-sounding terms,
our tendencies are not the less towards vested
rights, preferential treatment, physical force,
racial superiority and private and public
selfishness. The Western science goes on
stripping Nature of her garments—even as the
ignoble Duhsasana attempted to denude
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Draupadi—to provide man with comforts ¢ and
as scientific inventions increase, our wants go
on multiplying. This quest of happiness in the
external nature has resulted in the endless
complications of society, in the hopeless arti-
ficiality of life, in the individual’s misery, envy,
discontent and despair. Well has a Westerner
said addressing England:

“I've no patience with the steam

That makes your factory whistles scream;
With your machines and with your coal
Blackening body, mind and soul.

Neither can I stand the slums
Whence your starving workman comes
And where, beneath a smoky pall

Ii{e rarely sees the sun at all.

You've spread your empire out too thin
With greed and violence and sin;
Now let a stabler reign commence,
Deeper, more lofty, more intense,

Search for justice, not for gold ;
Boundless wealth yvour islands hold,
Silver’s but a doubtful good ;

Come, work the mines of brotherhood.”

The Paramaliamsa was nothing if nat an
embodiment of scorn for gold and love for
man. He has shown how man’s real happiness
depends, not upon his environments, but up-
on himself; bow his duty consists, not in
timidly submitting to them, but in boldly
resisting them ; how he is to be guided, not by
the freaks and fancies of his mind, but by the
consciousness of being constantly under the
eye of a great task-master to whom we are
responsible for everything that we do and omit
to do. These are the chief-among the lessons
that he has taught us by precept and example.
Poor, erring mankind has always fiercely
quarrelled within itself not only over petty
earthly concerns, but also over the nature and
form of its Maker, Belligerents engaged in
this long-drawn, impertinent and rather silly
quarrel will do well to pouder over the great

May
truthh whichh Ramakrishna discovered and
typifted.  The ultimate unity of all religions,

the accessibility of the High to every devotee
irrespective of liis creed and ceremony,and the
fact of religion being realisation and not mere
intellectualism, were all visibly illustrated by
the Sage. He thus represents the peculiar mis-
sion of India in the world and forms the very
fountainhead of Indian nationalism., FEwvery
one of Iudia’s national upheavals was led by
a saint and prophet in the past, What Va-
sishtha and Visvamitra were to the Ramayana
period, what Vyasa was to the Maliabharata
age, what Vidyaranya was to the Vijaya-
nagaram upheaval and what Ramdas and
Tukaram were to the Mahratta rising—that,
Ramakrishna is to the India of to-day. No
country can hope to produce such a personage
more tlian once in a few centuries, and no one
can afford to waste the teachings lie leaves
behind. Ramakrishna was the final expression
of that principle, which Ram Mohan dimly
foreshadowed aud Dayanand eloquently rec-
ognised ; and his great mission was continued
and handed down to us by his far-famed dis-
ciple, Swami Vivekananda., The essence of
which Ramakrishna was made, shonld form
the very soul of India if she is to be great and
glorions. And the development of‘those moral
and spiritual excellences is tinpossible unless
India becomes strong, bold, united and pros-
perous, untess she is free from the superstition
and tyranny that have long defaced her and
unless she regains her lost individuahty and
moral and intellectual supremacy. Let us,
therefore, restore the body of the nation to
health and vigour, and that will pave the way
for thie health, vigour and independence of the
nation’s mind.  Such was the message of the
Swami. Patriotic Iudians can have no better

inspivation and example.—Z7%e Mysore Times,
Wednesday, March 8, 1911.
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GLEANINGS

1t is the curse of so-called civilisation to pretend
to originality by the wilful invention of new meth-
ods of error, while it quenches, wherever it has
power, the noble originality of nations, rising out
of the purity of their race, and the love of their
native land.— Ruskin, 71 ’k: Lagle's Nest.

* %
“ At fifteen my mind was bent on learning, At

thirty I stood firm. At forty I had no doubts. At
fifty I knew the laws of heavenly order, At sixty
my ear was obedient to the voice of Truth, At
seventy I could follow my life’s desire without
transgressing right.”— Confucius.,

% %

Tliere is a time in every man’s education when he
arrives at the conviction that envy is ignorance;
that imitation is suicide; that he must take himself
for better, for worse, as his portion; that though
the wide universe is full of good, no kernel of
nourishing corn can come to him but through his
toil bestowed on that plot of ground which is given
io him to till.—Z&merson.

3
* ¥

I sometimes think that never blows so red
The rose as where some buried Casar bled.

~—Omar Khayyam.

Y 3
d#* ¥

To resist with success the frigidity of old age,
one ~nust tombine the body, the mind, and the
heart; to keep these in parallel vigour one must
exercise, study, and love.—Bonstet/en.

&%
* ¥

He_is the best cosmopolite who loves his native
country best.— Zennyson.

3
€ *

The young girl (in medizval Jtaly) was trained
in austerity, and the impulses of her youth were
mortified. To save the burgher’s purse his daugh-
ters were taught not to be * fanciful and proud.”,.,
Barberino ( 1264-1348 ) directs that a girl of rank,
approaching the marriageable age (at that time
about twelve) should not go to church too often, so
as to avoid being seen over-much, and even if her
father be knight, judge, or physician it is well for
her to learn how to cook...... she must keep within
sight, feel embarrassed before male eyes, keep her
own eyes on the ground,......and to keep her mind

pure, she should not learn to read.......No girl over
seven should speak to a male, and she should al-
ways be kept busy about the house ; she is to be
brought up to the glory of God, kept from novels,
and even from Petrarch, “who though chaste, is un-
suited to the innocent mind,” but put to the lives
of the saints and similar improving works.

—Mr. W. Boulfing in *“ Woman in Italy.’

*
% ¥

Labour is discovered to be the grand conquerof,

enriching and building up nations more surely than

the proudest battles.— Wm. Ellery Channing.

3
* ¥

A man must know himself if he is to know truth,
He maust not shrink from any revelation which will
expose his error; on the contrary, he must welcome
such revelations as aids to that self-knowledge
which 1s the handmaid of self-conquest. |

‘The man who cannot endure to have his errors
and shortcomings bronght to the surface and made
known, but tries to hide them, is unfit to walk the
highway of truth, He is not properly equipped to
battle with and to overcome temptation. He who
cannot fearlessly face his lower nature cannot climb

the rugged heights of renunciation.— ¥ames Allern

172 * From Passion to Peare.’

#
* ¥

The priestly class have produced many states-
men in the West as well as in the East. Eungland
had her Dunstan, Stephen Iangton and Wolsey;
France had her Richelieu and Mazarin; and Spain
her Alberoni. It was a monk who launched the
terrible thunderbolt of Christendom against the
Saracens ; it was a monk again who revolutionized
the Governments of Europe by bursting the iron-
girdle of Rome and the Pope...... :

Vishnugupta was the son of a poor teacher of
Nifi or polity named Chanaka, after whom the son
was called Chanakya. A poor man with an irascible
temper, he was seen one day digging out a tuft of
kusa grass that had hurt his feet, This thorough-
going policy of getting 1id of his enemy, much
superior to the policy of Laud or Strafford, and
more significant than the conduct of Tarquin in
switching off the heads of the tallest poppies in his
garden at Rome, attracted the notice #f Chandra
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gupta or some other enemy of Dhana Nanda. He
was introduced into the Court where he was sub-
jected to an indignity by the king who was no
respecter of Brihmanas. Chanakya loosened his
tresses and left the hall vowing never to tie them
up till he had “ spurned Nanda and his offspring
from the throne.” He made himself the guide and
adviser of Chandragupta, kept his vow by deposing
Nanda and placing Chandragtpta on the throne of
Magadha, and, acting as his minister, made him one
of the greatest kings of India. His diplomacy
won for him the title of Kawnsilya in his own times
and that of Indian Machiavelli or Bismarck in
ours.— Young Behar.

L

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA AND HIS
MISSION

AT the Bangalore Vedanta Society’s meeting
held to commemorate the 49th., Birthday an-
niversary of Swami Vivekananda, Mr. R. S.
Narasimhaiya, B, A. of the General and Reve-
wte Secretariat, spoke as follows (—

At a time when educated India was think-
ing highly of its knowledge of English Lit-
erature and English Institutions, at a time
when the Christian Missionary was thinking
that Christianity was unique among the reli-
gions of the world, and when, as it were,
spiritital darkness had enshronded this ancient
and historic land of ours, there was born in
Calcutta a great and radiant soul that was
destined to dispel the darkness of ages and
that went forth across the ocean to the land of
America,and there he conquered the American
world by storm. And India whicli is a subject
nation under British Rule was able to conquer
the Western world (spiritually ) tiirough the
instrumentality of the great and giant soul of
Swami Vivekananda. After his great cam-
paign in America and Europe, he returned to
the land of his birth with all the greater
vigour, with greater splendour, with greater
inspiration, to inspire his own countrymen
with their ancient spiritual ideal, to give them
that spiritual food for which they had been
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hungering for years and ages together. Then
it wasthat he made that brilliant crusade from
Colombo in the south to far-off Almora in the
north, a crusade that in its power and results
is unparalleled in the annals of Indfa in the
Iotht. century.  All who have listened to him,
and even those who have merely read Iiis
writings and lectures cannot but be impressed
by the profound genius and personality of this
great soul.  For such a soul, though, alas, he
Is no more i3 our midst in body now, still we
need not be sorry, for he had left behind him
a lterttage that will never die. He it was that
made India great in the eyes of the Western
world, who thought that India had a great fu-
ture among the nations. He it was that made
appeal to her children to rise from their slume
ber of ages, to improve their condition in all
matters that pertained to their daily life, not
alone tn matters of religion, but also in social,
educational and other matters.  And he said
that through religion alone must be brought
abont that salvation of India for which the
whole world was watting ; and as regards the
future of India, he had the highest expecta-
tions. We, who are his disciples, we who are
his spirttual children, must live the life that
hie taught and himself lived, we must every
day ponder over the great teachinds that he
has bequeatbed to us, not only on the public
platform, not only in the printing press, but

in the daily life we lead, in the home, in onur
offices, and in pnblic life, so that, we-may

show to the world that, as Swami Vivelka-
nanda has himself said, religion does not con-
stst in tall talk and theory-making, religion
consists in realisation. As regards the future
of India, he said in one of his addresses, “]
do not see into the future, nor do I care to see,
but one thing I see clear as the day before
me, that the ancient Mother has awakened,
and is sitting on her throne rejuvenant, more
glorious than ever. Proclaim her to the world
with the voice of peace and benediction,” With

these few words I beg to take leave of you,
$0;
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REVIEWS

Sri Ramakrishna and His Mission. By

Swami Ramakrishnananda., Published by

the Ramakrishna Mission, Mylapore, Mad-

ras. Size 7Y"X 434", Pp. 41. Price § as.
This nice booklet is a reprint of a lecture
delivered by the revered Swaini ten years ago
in Madras. Besides being a most interesting
and tustructive narration, the speciality of
the lecture consisted in certain facts in Sri

Ramakrishna’s life which were brought with-
in easy reach of the English knowing public
for the first time from the lips of a devoted
disciple who lived with the Master and served
him day and night lovingly and wholehearted-
ly during the latter part of his life, The
concise treatment of the unique life of Sri

Ramakrishna, up to the time when he became
known to the world at large, i1s masterly, and.

the book supplies the need of an authentic
yet short representation of the life of one who
was the emmbodiment of the highest spiritual
principles aund ideals of the ancient Vedic
rehgion in the nineteenth century.  The
book deserves to be read and pondered over
by ewery sincere and earnest pilgrim. on the
Path,

Sri Sri Ramakrishnakathamrita (in Ben-
gali ) Part IV, By “M.” Published by
Provas Chandra Gupta, 13/2 Gooroo-
prasad Chowdhury’s Lane, Calcutta. Pp.
xxii4 252, Cloth bound. Price Re. 1-5 as.

The name of “ M.” and his tnimitable Katha-

mrita needs no introduction at our hands,

“M.” is known to the English-speaking pub-

lic by his “Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna,”

The accuracy and loving forethought with

which the sublime utterances of Bhagavan Sri

Ramakrishna together with the glimpses of

his life during the days of his meeting with the

Master were recorded by this devoted dis-

ciple for posterity cannot be too highly

praised. The volume under review is the
fourth of the series, which has brought cheer
and hope to thousands of hearts in Bengal
and has awakened the fire of spirituality in
the heart of “young Bengal” The subject-
matter of the book is a vivid record of the
days which “M.” passed in the charming at-
mosphere of Dakshinesvar, alive as it was
with the Blessed presence of Sri Ramakrishna,
As nsual in the other volumes, so in this, also,
we find the same life-giving utterances of the
Master, preseunted in their original vigour and
simplicity which go straight to the heart. The
special feature of this part is an attempt at the
chronological presentment of the pictures,
and a brief diary, summarising for ready
reference the leading points under their res-
pective days, of the contenis of all the four
volimes.  We earnestly hope “M.” will bring
out these soul-inspiring records in English
in further volumes of his _“Gospel of Sri
Ramakrishna” to benefit a wider circle of
humanity,

L

The Proceedings of the Convention of
Religions in India 1909. Vol. II.
Pubhshed by the Vivekananda Society of
Calcutta, Size 837" X 514", Pp. 208, with
an itroduction and an appendix, Cloth
bound. Price Rs. 2, To be had at the
Prabuddha Bharata Office,

The utility of a book containing within a
short space all that is best, vital and un-
controversial in the principal religions of the
world, presented by their adherents them-
selves, cannot be too highly estimated. [n
these days of toleration and wide sympathies,
such a compendium ts most opportune, and we
heartily welcome this volume, and congratu-
tate the Vivekananda Society of Calcutta on
the successful discharge of a duty it owed to
the public, The book contains®the remain-
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ing thirteen papers of the Convention not
included in the first volume. The proof-
slieets, we are told in the preface, had to be
cent to the writers themselves for the necessary
corrections, and this accounts for its rather
belated publication. In the introductory
chapter of 60 pages a scholarly attempt has
been made to give, in brief, an ontline of the
evolution of religions ideas outside [ndia, in
whicli the relation of the Aryan religion to
the rest of the religions presented in the two
volumes has been traced out side by side with
their independent growth from the lives and
sayings of the Teachers of the respective reli-
gions, There are four papers on Vaishnavism,
two on Shaivism,and one on each of the follow-
ing <:—Anubbavadvaita, Veerasaiva religion,
Saktaism, Theosophy, Arya Samaj, Deva
Dharma, Soura-Upasana, and Hinduoism. The
appendix contains a short life of Prince Sid-
dhartha 'in English, a paper on Buddhism in
Bengali, and one on Jainism in Hindi. BabuG.
(. Ghose’s admirable paper on the Vaishnava
Religion of Gour (Bengal) has been translated
from Bengali. Swami Saradananda’s masterly
exposition of Hinduism is a fitting conclusion
to the Convention of Religions lectures. The
worth of the subjects dealt with, coupled witl
the excellent get up will make the volume a
useful handbook to all students of religion
for study and reference. We wish the book
An extensive circhlation.

Yoga-Chandrika, or an Exposition of
Patanjali’s Yoga Aphorisms (in Hindi) by
Swami Tejonath of Hardwar, Published
from the Balamukunda Press, Labpur.
Size 815" X 514", Pp. 526. Price Re. 1-4 as.

We hail this admirable production as a most
thorough-going treatment of the Yoga system
of Maharshi Patanjali by one of its able ex-
ponents. Swami Tejonath’s name is not un-
known, as a scholar among Sadhus, in the
United Brovinces and elsewhere, but the
present prodiiction, the result of several years’
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labour and meditation, reveals him asa practical
Yogin of an advanced type. 1In the elaborate
introduction covering 88 pages, the reverend
anthor shows through authoritative texts
from various Scriptures what an important
part the system of Yoga plays as a means to
Realisation. Though not exactly holdilig
the opinion that the Raja Yoga is the only way
or the best means for all,we are at one withihe
learned Swami in giving it a very prominent
place among the several ways that lead
to the Goal. After the Sutras, their para-
phrases and word-by-word synonyms, comes
the exhaustive 774 which by means of
a series of Purvapakshas ( doubts ) and their
Siddhdntas (solutions ), where they are needed,
sifts the whole ground so as to bring out the
truth in all tts clearness, The logic is forcible
and convincing, the elucidation more than
ample, the quotations are appropriate, and the
style persnasive and easy. The book being
writlen in Ilindi, is made accessible to a very
large number of earnest Indian enquirers
who not knowing Sanskrit enough, were un-
able to enjoy the intricate dissertations of
the old masters, but who will now find in this
masterly exposition a worthy substitnte and
goide. The author says in a potice on
the cover that he will be very glad to
solve any donbts which the reader may
have, in making out the meaning of any por-
tion of the book, if he only writes to him The
book 1s priced low, We cordially wish it
the warm reception and popularity which it
so eminently deserves.

Jottings by the “ Way.”
October 1910. Pp. 8.

Recent Indian Finance. By D.E. Wacha.
Published by Messrs. G. A. Natesan & Co,,
Madras. Pp. 68. DIrice as, 4.

The Great-Quest. The nature of Man,

Reincarnation, Tlhe Christ Within. By Wilton
Hack. Pp. 20.

By R. O, In

S o Y
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL-II.

- We have received the following fur-
ther reports of the 78th. Birthday anni-
versary of Sri Ramakrishna celebrated
at the places stated below :—

AT HarirPaD

Actotding to previous arrangement, the Secre-
tary and another member of the Rawmakrishna
Religious Association, Haripad, met Swami Nir-
matananda, President of the Ramakrishna Math,
Bangalore, at Frnaculam on the 15th. February and
escorted him to Alleppy in a steam launch, the
next day. There the Vakils of the local bar headed
by Mr. Krishna Aiyangar B. A., B. L., the Head
Master, assistants and students of the Sanatana
Dharma Vidyasala received the Swamiji at the
landing, and took him to the Vidyasala. The
Swamiji being requested delivered a very eloguent
and inspiring speech on Bhakti lasting for an
hour, to the great edification and delight of the
audience. ‘L'he Swamiji classified Bhakd under
three heads and treated the same as constituling
Sakimma Bhakd in the beginning, developing into
Nisbkdma Bhakii, and finally attaining to Jnina-
misra Bhakdi.

Next morning, Swamiji started for Haripad and
arrived at the landing where a large party com-
posed of the members of 1he Ramakrishna Reli-
gious Association, the local officials and gemlemen
&c., had gathered to receive him. The function of
the day was the presentation of Addresses of
Welcome to His Holiness. At about 5 p. m. (18th.
February), the members of the Association pre-
seutgd two’addresses, one in Sanskrit and another in
Eungtish. His Holiness replied in most suitable and
touching terms, and said that he viewed the addresses
not as presented to bis humble self but as indica-
ting their spirit of Bhakti towards the Guru Maha-
ra). *Swamiji when speaking of his Guru, Sri Rama-
krishna Paramabamsa, was choked and actually
burst into tears which moved the andience deeply.
‘The following day was the one fixed for the birthday
anniversary celebration of Sri Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsa, and the whole morning was spent in
Bhajana at the local temple dedicated to Bhagavan
Subrahmanya. Then the poor of all classes were
fed to the numnber of nearly 2500 in three different
centres, two centres being specially set apart for
feeding the Pulayas and other so-called unap-
proachabies—who numbered about 2000. Atabout
4 p. m,, large numbers of people had asseumibled
in a large Pandal specially put up and
decorated for the occasion in the S. V. High
School premises. Mr, R. Krishna Wariyar B. A
read an interesting sketch of Sri Ramakrishna'’s life,

which, though brief, contained many telling inci-
dents in the life of Guru Mabaraj. M. Sthanoo
Asary, a Sadhu of South T'ravancore, also gave
an eloquent address in Tamil. Nexi, Mr. M. R.
Narayana Pillay B. A., B. L., Munsiff, Tiruvellah,
dwelt upon the salieut points in the Guru Maharaj's
life with an earnestness and feeling that touched
the audience. The Swanmiji who presided over 1he
day’s functions, theun delivered his soul-stirriog
address on “The Inherent Strength of Hinduisin.”

He began by saying that some Western Mission-
aries were prone to remark that Hindulsm  in
course of time would fall into oblivion and that
Christianity would swallow it up and that 1hey in-
stanced Druidism—the religion of the ancient fore-
fatbers of modern England,—and the anpcient reli-
gion of the Greeks, in support of their assertion, He
coutrasted these with the religion of the ancient
Rishis and said : Was not the present Hindu religion
as strong as it was of yore? Was not the Hindu
religion illumining the depths of the hearts of the
mild Hindu the same asof old ? Hinduism need not
bave any fear at the bands of the so-called retigious
reformers who were springing up in this land of reli-
gion like mushrooms. *When making a comparative
study of the different religions,” the Swami went on,
‘“we are led to understand 1hat religions generaily
are built round some person or book.  Such reli-
gions are bound to fall with that person and that
book. Hiuduism is neither built round any particular
person, nor does it stand upon any book. But it may
be asked, who Rama, Krishna, and other Avataras
were. T'he answer is that Rama and Krishna were
1Htustrations of the Principles of our ancient religion
and were worshipped only as such. The Hindu reli-
gion had been in existence long before these Avataras
were born.  As for the Veda, it is really no book.
It means Knowtedge, It is accumulated Knowl-
edge without beginning or end, and who would
think of writing such a book? It is coeval with
Creation, It is said of Brahman, ¢ T'he sword can-
not pierce It, fire cannot consume It, water cannot
wet It, and the wind cannot dry It,” and the Veda is
like that. It is Knowledge without beginning
or end, undying and eternal.”

Swamiji went on to say that this Veda, at a
time when there was neither paper nor pen not
any writing materials, remained in the form of
Sruti and Smuriti which, after a considerabie lapse
of tiine, have been embodied in book-form. Hindu-
ism further contained one special characteristic
which could no1 be observed in any other retigion
in the world, viz., that it could satisfy all minds.
The most materialistic minds that hungered after
action, the minds that having a metaphysical bent
would discard all popular forms »of worship,
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would look into the ocean of cause and effeét, and
would only be satisfied by scientific investigation
and mental analysis, the minds that would seek an
underlying unity in all the diversity in the world,
that would see the whole world with its numbertess
objects as so many manifestations of that Supreme
Isvara, the Para-Brahman, or God-the-Absolute,
and the minds that never cared to peep into the
inscrutable beyond, but would rather rest content
in pondering and concentrating with whole-hearted
attention and devotion upon God in soine personal
form,—all these minds, whether they followed the
several paths of Karma Yoga, Jnana Yoga, Raja
Yoga, or Bhakti Yoga, conld be satisfied only by the
Hindu religion. Oiher religions were only for the
Bhakti Yogins. The versatility of the Hindu reli-
gion was just the reason why the Message of Sri
Ramakrishina as preached by his devoted disciple,
Swami Vivekananda, found such ready favour and
Instantaneous effect in the highly advanced and
intellectual minds of America and FEurope, in
whose eyes the teachings of modern Christian mis-
sionaries were hut exploded theories in the test of
scientific analysis and investigation. Swami Viveka-
nandaji used to say that the religion in Furope was
like a particular kind of coat cut according to one
measare which every man must wear whether it
would fit him or not. “But the Hindu religion,” the
Swami concluded, ‘“is so vast that it can take any
person with any turn of inind into its fold. It is
for this reason only, that Hinduism has stood the
test of centuries, and it will do so without doubt
to the very end of time.”

‘This address was translated by Mr. S. Subrah-
manya Aiyar, B. A.,, to the vast audience the
majority of which did not know Fnglish. After
the usual vote ot thanks the meeting dispersed, with
shouts of Jaya to Sri Ramakrishna. After the
evening Bhajana, the Swamiji held a conversation
which was full of life and spirit,

Next morning, he gave a lesson to the Association
on Bhagavad-Gita and held a meditation class. In
the evening, Swamiji paid a visit to the 8. V. High
School where he addressed the students on their
duties. After giving the members of the Associa-
tion some valuable advice about the line of work
to be followed by them, he took leave and re-
turned to Bangalore, Via Quilon.

AT THE RAMAKRISHNA HOME, Madias.

As usual in the morning there was Bhajana in
which all classes mixed together. Towards noon
a very large number of the poor were fed, and in
the afternoon Mr Tathachariar, B, A. gave a
splendid Harikatha performance which was much
appreciated,

At 5-30 p. m, there was a public meeting which
was very largely attended. The Hon'ble Mr. Justicce
P. R. Sundara Aiyar presided. DMri. S. Gopala-
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swami Aiyangar, High Court Vakil, read a vety
thoughtful and instructive paper on “Sri Rama-
krishna, His Toleration and Bhakti” which was
listened to with rapt attention by the numerous
zealous devotees of the Swami. We hope to pub-

fish it in our next issue. The following is the sumn-
mary of the chairman’sspeech :— |

On this day we seek spiritnal union with Bhaga-
van Swami Ramakrishna Paramabamsa. This day
1s a particularly holy one, as we are honoured <by
the presence of the Holy Mother. A highl; evolved
soul, she was married to one with whom spiritual
union alone was possible. )

'T'he Gospel for this age, T have always thought,is
the Bhagavad-Gita, the Gospel of action, the Gospel
of duty for duty’s sake, which every man wherever
he may be, should remmember. ‘The Saint of the
age is Swami Ramakrishna Parammahamsa. In him
we have a living illustration of what is possible fora
man to achieve. In him we have an example of one
who went through every kind of discipline that was
necessary to overcome matter and selfish desires,
to subdue Ahamkbdra, to promote universal religion,
and to rise to the level of Godhead and of union
with God Himself. He it is that has shown that
all these are possible, and he has set us an ex-
ample of rigorous self-discipline and steady selt-
improvement. That is the kind of example that is
wanted in these modern days. He is therefore
essentially the Saint of the age. He was himself a
spiritual leader and the greatest of spirttual men
in the modern age. His life was full of hope to
ordinary men and women, to those who still were
unable to rise above things earthly. He swas willing
and desirous of meeting all people who displayed
any powers above the ordinary rank of men. He
would himself go and see the leaders of Hindu
Society and all people who exhibited any remark-
able talents. He did not scorn to do that. “What
he scorned was meanness, If anybody with self-
conceit invited him, then he would always have to
run the risk of heing discovered and exposed. T'hat
was the thing that happened more than once with
the great Saint. The lessons of his lile were
specially needed for this age; for he taught the
lesson of toleration, and of universality. He wanted
to demonstrate that there was no difference between
the Hindu and the Mahommedan, the Brahman and
the Sudra or any lower class, but that all men and
women were one, that all were brothers and sisters,
Despite the efforts to promote peace, what do
we see? The method adopted is to arm one.
self, to increase fleets, to increase armies, Truly
it is said that the way to peace is to be
armed. Perhaps it is true for these times, but tt
is a very poor way indeed. It was once said that
the way to love each other was to keep at a dis-
tance. WWhat do we find in the world? National
selfishness disguised under the name of patriotism,
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race warring against race, the privilege being
daimed in one divection for the West against the
Iast, for one colour against another colour. I tuily
believe that nolthing but the spread of cilture,
nothing but a great wave of religious feeling can
bring home to all, the brotherhood of man and
overcome the warring of modern life.  In iy -ears,
I believe [ may say, to my heart and to my soul, Sri
Ramakrishna is constantiy saying this—*“ Not preju-
dic and controversy, but honesty and harmony, not
seli-concgjit but humilily and true spirit of enquiry,
not self-sufficiency. narrowness and envy, but a
desire to Jearn of all and the preparedness to re-
cognise every one as your leacher and an all-
embmung love.” That is whal he constantly said,
and when we learn to love one another then there
witl be trine Advaitisin, and soul will then speak 1o
soul. There wilt then be no Hindu and Mahom-
medan, no Brabhman and Panchama, aud no luast
and West, but only tove.

The great book of the age is the Gospel of Sri
Ramakiishna Paramahamsa and we owe a deep
debt of gratitnde to his (H%‘Ciple% for enabling us Lo
read and re-read every d"l} in print the lessons of
that great life,

I would ask you, if I may, before sitting down,
fo join in parving homage to his disciple and fol-
[ower here who has consecrated, himself to the
service of this city and of this Presidency, whose
gospel 1s work aud whose oreatest desire is to do
as much as he can for the cood of all and whose
greatest delight is to see that men are loved.

After the usual vole of thanks the meeling termi-
nated with Mangalam and prayer and with lhe
disinibution of Frasadam.

AT BANGALORE.

Sunday the sth. March 1911 was a day of great
rejoicMg which brought a large concourse of
people of all ranks and sects from Bangalore Clity
and Canlonment, to wilness the 78th. birthday
anniversary ot Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa,
which was celebratled on a grand scale by Swami
Nirmalanandaii in the Ramakrishna Math, Basava-
pur, Bangalore City.

The proceedings began as usual with Nagara-
sankirtanam by halt a dozen Bhajana parties both
from City and Cantonment; of the latter, the
Ballapur Math brought the portrait of Parama-
hainsa Deva placed in a well-decorated small car,
with rccitations of holy songs, headed by Swami
Somanandaii. SW*'lmlundd}mnandfl with a Bhajana
party came a {ong way from the Basavapur Math,
and received the Sankirtana parties who reached
the Math at 12 noon. Bhajana went on till 3 p. m. ;
when Swami Ramdas, a devout Harikatha per-
former of Bijapur, performed Kalakshepam regarvd-
ing the life of Sri Ramakrishna explaining his
superhuman qualities, and imparted many enito-

SRI RAMAKRISHNA BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL—II 97

bling triiths with beautiful illustrations based on
Vedic authorities, and kept the auadience spetl-bound
till 5-30 p. m. A yvoung boy named Aswattha Na-
rayana of Malur then entertained the audience with
his vocal music, and his skilfuliness was estimated to

be far above the average,

Mr. N. Venkatesa [vengar of the Mysore Govern-
ment Observatory then read a paper in Kannada
narrating a few incideuts in the life of the Parama-
hamsa, who refused o struggle for snch education
as would belp in getting the requirements for
the maintenaunce of the body, but sought that which
would hand him the torch of true knowledge and
enable nim to drive ont the darkness of ignorance
and enjoy Sachcehidanandam. ‘The greatness of the
Fast which hes in distributing the Light of Knowl.
edge and in renouncing was explained.. e con-
cluded by saying that this great religion which was
consiructed on the adamantine piilars of the Vedas
and Upanishads was being rejuvenated while it was
about 1o be waslied away by the strong current of
the materialism of the West, by the influence of
this Mahduma who intused the divine spirit into
the veins of his beloved disciple Swami Viveka-
nanda, and inspired him to spread the religion
throughout the world by teachings and lectures
which are, at the present day, being translated into
many la,rm nages in the Ifast and lhe West.

Mr. K. P. Puttanna C hetty, first Councillior of the
Mysore Governient, in than]ung the audience ex-
plained bow the Rawmakrishna Mission was working
for the good of the people ever siuce it was founded
there, 'T'he proceedings terminated at 8 p. m,,
with Mangalarati and distribution of Prasadam,

AT PalGUAT (12th. March)

The Birthday Anniversary of Srt Ramakrishna wag
celebrated with great ec/as under the auspices of
the Palehat Vivekananda Vedanta Soctety,  The
Vedanta Hall had been beautifully decorated with
flags and festoons and flower streamers, and the
day's programme began with pravers and Archanas
in the tempte of Visvanath at Kalpathi., Soon a
Sankirtan party headed by two well-caparisoned
mighty elephants carrying on their backs the two
pictures of the Great Paramahamsa and Viveka-
nanda, wended its way round the Agraharams sing-
ing devolional songs. After the performance of
Bhajana a move was made to the ‘T'heosophical
Lodge where were gathered six hundred of the poor
comprising Hindus, Christians, Mabommedans—
mostly of the depressed classes, to whom rice-
doles, condiments and pice were distributed. The
Brihmans were also entertained at breakfast.

A group photo of the depressed classes, chiefly
Nayadis and Cherumas with a few educated Brah-
man gentlemen standing bv their side was then
taken, and each member of those much despised
classes felt himself very much satisfied at the
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generous treatment thus extended. And itis gratify-
ing to notice that Mr, C. Seshayva, the Secretary of
the Society, is taking active steps to fonnd a branch
of the Depressed Classes Mission in Palghat.

‘The public meeting commenced at 5-30 p. m.
with Mr. Chinnasami Pillai, R, B, iu the chair. Mr.
M. K. Venkateswara Aivar, B A, B. L., F.T. 5.,
read a thouginful paper on the sacred teachings of
the Gita. Then Mr. L. A. Vencaiachella Aivar,
delivered an interesting address on the life and
teachings of the great Paramahamnsa.  Mr. T, AL
Venkalachella Iyer reai an interesiing paper on
the study of Religion. Mv. C. 8. Ranga Iver, a
student, gave an imprompiu address on the neces-
sity of elevaiing the Depressed Classes. Mr, K. R.
Ramaswamy lyer, the Vice President, macde a short
speech taking as his text Svadharma from the Gita.
Mve. S. K. Sarma, wmade an eloguent speech in
Tamil supplementing the remarks ¢t the previous
speaker, Wit a few remarks from (e, Chinna-
sami Pillay the proceedings proper came to a
close, Mr. C. Seshayya announced that 1he Junior
Karikar had promised the gift of a buiiding to the
Society by the beginning of the next year.

AT SHOOLAY ( 4th. March)

A fine enlargement of Sri Ramakrishna was deco-
rated in a graud Peart Vimanam and about eight
Bhajana Parties from different places were gathiered
al the Ishwari Devasthanam. Mr. C. Gopalswamy
Naidn discoursed on the life and teachings of the
great religious Master. Then was formed a graud
procession headed by the Sri Vivekananda Sangham
Bhajana party. Mr.V.C. Subramanyam, Foreman of
the Memonal Press, deserves greal credit to have
introduced this noble institution for the first time
in Shootay, in order to create a spirit of evotion
to the great Master and thereby love of religioun in
the minds of the people, specially among the
masses.  Last year, 100, it was mainly through the
effocts of this gentieman that the Swami Viveka-
nanda Birthday anniversary was celebrated, and
he has been doing all this singlehanded. He has
been rendering also not a little service and assistance
to the Swamis of the Ramakrishua Math at the
Western Ixiension, Bangalore, in the way of  pub-
lishing religious pamphiets and distributing them
at his cost among the public.

AT BELLARY

The Birthday Celebration was successfully con-
ducted with great eclaf and enthusiasm by a band
of voung and energetic men of the Mithra Mandat,
Bellary. From 5106 p. m., there was an entertain-
ment of music, after which Puja and Arauika
ceremony was done to the weli-decorated, gar-
landed, and almost life-size pictures of Syi Rama-
krishna Paramahamsa and Swamni  Vivekananda,
which had been especially drawn for the occasion DY
an Assistent Teacher of the Wardlaw Iastitution.
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‘Then a member of the Mithra Mandal gave an
interesting address on the life of the Paramahawisa,
which was listened to with rapt attention, After the
usnal Mangalam and distribution of Prasadam, the
celebration was brooght 1o a happy close.

AT TIIE R K. SEVAasHiraMas, Kankhal,

On the Tithipuja day besides specidt Puja, Bhog
and reading from the Sastras, more han two
bundred Mahatinas were sumptuonsly fed gand
Prasad was distributed to many poor pegple.  On

the Utsav day also more than 150 Mahatmias were
entertained to a feast.

AT CALICUT
A public meeting was held in the Municipal
Caste Girl School, My, Kwnini Raja, B. A., B. L.
was proposed to 1the chair. A paper on Sri Rana-
krishna Pavamabiamsa, His life and Teachings, was

readd by AMre. Subba Rao,

il kil

THE NINTH ANNUAIL REPORT OF THE
RAMAKRISHNA HOME OF SERVICE,
BENARES. (July 08 1o June ’og).

We are sorvy to belate s reviewine this veat
pamphlet of 60 pages, with a photosravure of
the new baildings of the Home in section, and
no task conld Le more pleewnnt tha bringing
before the public the records of work of this
disinterested Brotherhood consecrated to the
service of the destitute Murayanas.  From a
humble start in 1900, the Home bas evadual-
ly visen to the well-deserved universal popu-
lartty 1t has now secnred for itself,  The
public are by this time itware that unlike many
others, “1t 1s not merely a chanty organisa-
tion for helpiny the diseased and the indivent,
but the mainspring of its action lies i the
principle to serve suffering humuanity in the
spirit of wershipping God,” and those who
have visited the ITlome will bear eloquent
testimony to the success achieved it this
direction, The forins of relief afforded ave,
briefly —(1) Indoor Hospital relief, (2) Out-
door [ospital velief, (3) House-to-house relief,
(4) Relief of the aged and the invalid, (5)
Rehet of the starving and the hiomeless, and
(6) Relief of respectable families reduced to
destitntion.  The total wmuber of persons
helped duving the year uuder review was
6413 (out of which 29335 were females) against
3044 of the previous year, showing that the
work has 1lucreased more than double. No
more striking iftustration of the impartiality of
the Home with regard to caste and creed can
be gtven than that no less than 2443 Malhiom-
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medans were treated agaiust 3068 Hindus.
Altogether 302 persons were taken as indoor
patients, of whomn 259 were treated in the
Home itsell ;) the rest were sent to the local
Hospitals, the expenses being met by the
Home., The percentage of recovery among
the 239 was 87°4. There were 172 cases of
houte-to-house velief, and 72 aged and invalid
persons Mad received, besides pecuniary help,
117 gnds. 27 srs. of rvice—the proceeds of
door-to-door beguing Dy the Brotherhood
during the year.  The repular subscriptions
for the year amounted to R 2,589-4-0, and
dovations Rs. 2/263-11-0, The general ex-
penditure was R« 2,225-8-1, and the building
expenses came up to R« 16,715-11-0.

Weare glad to note that the new commodious
buildings of the [Home at Luxa, which were
commenced in October 1908, have been con:-
pleted this vear through the generous help of
the public. They consist of an ont-door dispen-
sary with its office and library, four general
wards, threeinfectious diseases wards, twvo small
geneval wards, a cook-room, four Dath-rooms,
a morgue, fifteen canitary Iatrines, six sewers
and the compound wall, Thece wards, Many
of which have bLeen awarded Dy munificent
gentlemen and ladies in memory of their
dear relations, accommodate abont 50 patients,
Lhe montitly! expenses have consequently
tisen to abot® Rs. 500, The actual amonnt
needed to complete the buildinos exceedod the
total of the. Building Fund by Rs. 4,000 which
was dgawniaom the General Fund and has 1o
be refunded. Moreover, the proposed cons-
truction of the quarters for the worlers and
the resident physician requires monev both
for buving some adjoining land and {or build-
ing. The Home of Service a ppeals to the kind
public for funds to meet the above wants
which are felt very muci by the workers, who
after a bard day’s work mast recoup them-
selves by rest, study and meditation in the
seclusion of their private apartments. This
15 a very important thing for the consideration
of the well-wishers of the Home, as upon it
depends, to a great extent, the efficient
working of the Institution, the main piliars of
which are its devoted workers who have a
claim npon the generons public. Contribu-
tions to the building and General Funds will
be gratefully acknowledged by the Asst,
Secy., Ramakrishna Home of Service, Luxa,
Benares City.
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NEWS AND MISCELLANIES

(CULLED AND CONDENSKED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES)

Proressor H. M. Percival of the Calcutta Presi-
dency College has made a gift of his library of six

thousand volumes to the Punjab University.

MR. Frederick Grubb, writing in the Indian
Keview, shows that the net revenue from intoxicating
liguor in India has risen from £1,561,000 in
1874-5 to £6,717,000 in 190g-10.

Swani Trigunatita was lately on a shott lecturing
tour in Los Angeles, its Suburbs and Beaches.
His lectures and classes aroused an unexpected
interest.  Several Vedanta centres hiave been orga-

~uised in all of those places, and placed under the

management of able students there,

RAya Mohendra Pratap Singh of Hathras has
made a gift of 26 Bighas of land at Brindavan,
where the Gurukul of Farukhabad is about to be
shifted. He had also made a gift of landed property
amounting to six lacs of rupees, to the Industrial
Instiwation, which he has opened at Brindavan, to

which Lie has devoted his life and of which he ig
the Governor.,

ks Holiness Sri Sankaracharya of Sringeri de-
clared a splendid building at Shankavpur, a part of

Bangalore- City, to be an institute of Sanskrit, where

Mimamsa, 'Tarka, Vedanta, Kavya aund other

higher literatures are to be taught. On the occasion
of the opening II. H. the Maharaja also was
present.  His Holiness said that the Math is in-
tended to train itinevant preachers who would
preach the sublimity of the Hiudu religion and
philosophy. It is the pious ambition of Mr. V. P,
Madhava Row, C. L. E. to train devout men in the

institute and send them out to spread Hinduism
and its beautiful tenets.

THE total population of India according to the
Provisional totals of the last Census (April IQI1)is
315,001,099—an increase of 7 per cent. over the
previous Census. The total British territory contri-

butes 244,172,371 (5°5 per cent. ) and the Native
States and Agencies 70,828,728 (139 per cent.)



100

‘The largest increase in British territory is in the
Central Provinces and Bervar (16°3 percent.)). Burma
follows closely with 1479; then comes Eastern
Bengal and Assam with 14'4. Madras with 83,
Bombay with 6, and Bengal with 38 per cent. in-
crease. Tlie Punjab bas recorded a decrease of 1°8
and the United Provinces, of 1 per cent.

Tre Hon’ble Mr. W, C. Macpherson in his
speech at the last St. Andrew’s Dinner in Calcutta
narrated the following legend of the patron Saint
of Scotland :—* I'radition says that St. Andrew
suffered martyrdom on this day nearly 1,900 years
ago in the Province of Achaia in the time of the
rule of the Emperor Vespasian, and that 300 years
later his bones were taken by the monk, St. Re-
pulus—who is also known as St. Rule—to Scot-
land; and there on the coast of Fife he built a
church to enshrine the relics. In the gth century
of our era, the legend goes that on the night be-
fore a battle in which the Picts and Scots fougit
the men of Northumbria, St. Andrew appeared to
the Pictish King in a dream, and on the morrow,
there appeared in the sky a great Cross.  On that
day the men of Scotland defeated the Northumbri-
ans and in gratitude went barefoot to the kirk of
St, Andrew and adopted this Cross as the national
emblem. A white Cross on a blue ground has
since been the banner of Scotland.”

Ox Dec. 7, Mr. Andrew Carnegie transferred to
a board of trustees at 2 meeting in the rooms of the
Carnegie Research  Foundation in Washington
$ 10,000,000 in five per cent., the revenue of which
is to be used ““to hasten the abolition of inter-
national war ”’ by arbitration, and establish a lasting
world-peace. Senator Elihu Root is the President
of the Trustees and representative of the United
States. President Taft has consented 1o be the
honorary President of the Foundation. The in-
formal trust deed presented by Dr. Carnegie to the
trustees includes the following passages :—

¢« Although we no longer eat our fellowmen nor
torture prisoners, nor sack cities, killing their in-
habitants, we still kill each other in
barbarians, Only wild beasts are excusable for
doing that in this, the twentieth century of the
Christian era”’ In the course of a speech Mz
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Carnegie quoted the following from his address as
President of 1he Peace Congress in New York,
1907 : * Honour is the miost dishonoured word in
our language. No man ever touched another man's
honour ; no nation ever dishonoured *another na-

tion ; all honour’s wounds are self-inflicled.’

o

Frowm the report of a lecture on “ A f’ilg'rimage
to Hinglaj " delivered by Prof. E. Vredenburg of
the Govt. of India Survey, al the Sabitya Sabha of |
Calcutta we cull the following interesting items :—

The Hindus staying at Mekran were not so rigid
in their caste rules, with the result that Hinduism and
Mahommedanism were living side by side in peace.
In many parts there was also to be found a curious
intermixture of the two religions. Ata place called
Hinglaj, the goddess dedicated in the Hindu
temple is called Parvati, The actual shrine was
situated 1 a bhroad cave, a natural excavation in the
steep of the valiey of the Hinglaj mountains. In
this cave was a small building of dry bricks and
plaster within which was the image of the Goddess.
The first feature of great interest was to be found
about twenty miles before the Hinglaj river was
reached, and there were the mud volcanoes called
Chandralcoops or the wells of Ramachandra. The
summit of one of these hills was occupied by a
pool of liquid mud and the portion nearest to the rim
of the crater was quite liquid, in the midst of which
there burst a Jarge bubbie of gas. d'he pjlgrims
would climb up the volcanoes and perform worship
when they reached the summit by pouring cocoa-
nut water mto the mud, and wait for the appear-
ance of a large bubble of gas, which signified to
each pilgrim that the God Mzahadev had given him
permission to continue his pilgrimage. ‘There
was a third hill in the same neighbourhood which
had a broad and flat sunimit and it was said that it
remained inactive for a long time, but at the time
the speaker visited it he found it to be once more
aclive and the flat summit of it was now occupied
by a large pool of mud, and in fact so large that it
could be called a lake of mud. The country
around the hills was very arid ; nevertheless there
were to be found here and there patches of bushes
and grass, but the immediate neighbourhood of the
volcanoes was bare, because the mud contained
salt which prevented the growth of vegetation,




