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SRI RAMAKRISHNA'S TEACHINGS

SEEING GOD IN

[N a certain village there lived a weaver,
He was very spiritual ; everyone trusted and
loved him, The weaver went to the market
to sell his cloth, If a costaomer asked the
price of it, he would say: “ By the will of
Rama the thread cost one Rupee, by the will
of Rama the labour cost foor annas, by the
will of Rama the profit is two annas, by the
will of Rama the price of the cloth as 1t
stands is one Rupee and six annas.”  People
had such confidence in him that they would
immediately pay the price and take the
cloth, The man was a true devotee. At
nicht after supper he would sit for a long
time and meditate on God and repeat @lis

Holy Name,

Ouce it was late into the night; he conld
not sleep ; he was sitting alone 1n the court-
yard near the entrance, smoking. A gang of
robbers was passing that way. They wanted
a carrter, and seeing this man, they dragged
him away with them. Then they broke into
a house and stole a great many things, some
of which they piled on the poor weaver’s head.
At this moment the watchman came up, the
robbers ran away and the poor weaver with
his load was caught. He had to spend that

Translated from * The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna by M,
in Bengali,

EVERYTHING

Next morning he was
brought before the judge, ‘The people of the
village, hearing what had happened, came
to see the weaver, They unaninously declared,
“My Lord, this man could not steal anything.”
The judue then asked the weaver to describe
what had occurred. The weaver said: “ My
Lord, by the will of Rama, I was sitting in
the courtyard ; by the will of Rama, it was
very late in the night; I, by the will of Rama,
was meditating vpon God and repeating His
Holv Name; when by the will of Rama, a
baud of robbers passed that wayv; by the will
of Rama they dragged me away with them;
by the will of Rama they broke into a house ;
by the will of Rama they piled a load on
my head; when by the will of Rama, the
watchman came up, and by the will of Rama
[ was canght. Then by the will of Rama [ was
kept in prison, and this morning the will of
Rama has brought me before thee” The
judae, seeing the innocence and spirituality
of the man, ordered him to be released,
Coming out the weaver said to his friends,
“The will of Rama has released me.” ’

night in confinement.

Whether you live in the world or re-
nounce it, everything depends upon the will
of Rama. Throwing your whole responsibility
upon God do your work in the world,
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OCCASIONAL NOTES

BE-& AS Hinduism, as a whole, ever con-
£ #  ceived of the magnitude of That
which was the personality of Ramakrishna,
and which is now,~—taking the flow of events
in their deepest significance—the Fower of the
Realisation of this Soul! Has Hinduism ever
been made aware of the historic import of his
career and of the revival of Hinduism that it
embodied! Ramakrishna was no ordinary
man! In him were incarnated, as a tempest
of realisation, the powers and potentialities of
the Hindu race consciousness !  Through his
personality there are seen the strong currents
of the stream of the IHindu spiritual and
historic experience, rising from the passive
flow of several centuries into a storm of
aggressive self-awareness,

And why? it is asked, Because it was he
who put flesh and soundness of appearance
upon the dry bones of an enervated and
apologetic Hinduism, Ilis message was not
the passivity, but the s#rengés of realisation.
In him one finds the determination to realise
the ideals of which the Hindu race dreams.
What the force of the will is to the quickenéd
imagination, even so was the power of his
life and realisation to Hindu idealism, 1In
him one finds the explanation and the syn-
thesis of a vartiety of racial and religious
ideals, He denied none of the ingredients of
Hinduism : on the contrary, he fulfilled all.
And in that wonderful way which showed
him to be, practically, the embracer of great-
ness wherever he found it, and particularly in
religion, fitting his personality into the de-
mands and opportunities of each and every
sect, seeking everywhere for realizy.

Is Hinduism real? Then, indeed, this s,
as Swami Vivekananda said on his return
from his study of the West,—this is the

Tirtha, the place of pilgrimage, and the vety
dust of the soil of India is holy. Rama-
krishna proved Hinduism to be rea/; thereby,
he became the great Prophet of the race
from whose loins he sprang; he explained
Hinduism to the world as the embodiment of
the spivitual consciousness. And he did this
simply by living his own life, silently in the
ogardens of Dakshineshwar on the banks of
the Ganges,—through the overwhelming con-
vincingness of his personal Realisation, As to
the character of that Realisation we have the
testimony of the greatest leaders in Hinduism
during the final quarter of the last century.

The life of Ramakrishna testifies on the
spiritual plane to the potentialities for the
unification of All India on the social plane,
In the sphere of his enlightened spiritual
there was neither Hindu _ nor
Buddhist, neither Hindu nor Mohammedan,
neither Hindu nor Christian.  All are sons of
the same Mother; all are members of the
same search for the Real; all are paths to the
same great spiritual goal; all are visions of
the same truth; all are members of the same
sublime consciousness, It was this synthetic
faculty, among other things, that called forth
the discipleship of him who became the
Swami Vivekananda, Belind both the social
and the spiritual message of the Swami one
sees the illumination, on all points, of the
personality of Sri Ramakrishna

—h

perception

No longer does Hinduism doubt its own
possibilities or stand aback at the revelations
of other nations and races, for in the life of
Ramakrishna the ideals of Hinduism were
taken from their purely speculative environ-
ment and brought down into the practical
field as incarnate realities. The life of Rama-
krishna is a revelation, not only to Hinduism,



1012 UNPUBLISHED NOTES OF CLASS TALKS BY SWAMI VIVEKANANDA 63

but to the world itself. It is, as it were, a great Bhakta of the Mother; but he was

Seal of Approval placed indelibly upon the equally, the Jnani among Jnanis, the Yogi
document of the Hindu historic experience, among Yogis, the Rishi among Rishis! He
by the Divine Will through which all things was not this or that, in any particular sense.
move unto their appointed ends. He was, simply, the Man of Realisation, the
Man Who saw God ; and if full vision s full
Unlike other spiritual geniuses, Rama- becoming, then, verily, he was God!

krishna did not found a sect. Or even if one

chooses to regard the Mission that has been Salutation - be unto His Blessed Fe.et!
founded in his name as a sect, then, by all Hallowed be I:IIS Name! There is a p01-11t,
means, is it a sect ;—but, withal, a synthetic said Swami Vivekananda, when in the spiri-

sect, comprising all sects, in other words,— tual transformation of the personality of a
the Sect Universal. saint, one cannot say whether the Man is

God, or God the Man, Our Salutation to the

‘Ramakrishna was of the Spirit of human Man-God, the God-Man, Bhagavan 5rf Rama- -
life. One may regard him from innumer- krishna, on this the festive commemoration of
able points of view, Some see him as the his day of mortal birth—and forever!

R ST A T S
UNPUBRLISHED NOTES OF CLASS TALKS BY SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

EXPERIENCE is the only source of knowl- other natural sciences deal with the truths of
edge. In the world religion is the only the physical world. The book one must read

science where there is no surety, because it is
not taught as a science of experience, This
should not be. There is always, however, a
small group of men who teach religion from
experience. They are called mystics, and
these mystics in every religion speak the
same tongue and teach the same truth, This
is the real science of religion., As mathematics
in every part of the world do not differ, so the
mystics do not differ. They are all similarly
constituted and similarly situated. Their ex-
perience is the samme; and this becomes law.

In the church religionists first learn a reli-
gion, then begin to practise it; they do not
take experience as the basis of their belief.
But the mystic starts out in search of Truth,
experiences it first and then formulates his
creed. The church takes the experience of
others; the mystic has his own experience.
The church goes from the outside in; the
mystic goes from the inside out,

Religion deals with the truths of the meta-

physical world just as chemistry and tbe

to learn chemistry is the book of nature,
The book from which to learn religion is your
own mind and heart. The sage is often
ignorant of physical science because he reads
the wrong book,—~the book within; and the
scientist is too often ignorant of religion be-
canse he too reads the wrong book,~—the
book without.

All science has its particular methods; so
has the science of religion. It has more
methods also, because it has more material to
work upon. The human mind is not homo-
geneous like the external world. According
to the different natures must there be different
methods. As some special sense predom-
inates in a person—one person will see most,
another will hear most,—so there is a pre-
dominant mental sense, and through this gate
must each reach his own mind. Yet through
all minds runs a unity and there is a science
which may be applied to all. This science of
religion is based on the analysis of the hu-
man soul. It has no creed,
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No one form of religion will do for all
Each i1s a pear]l on a string. We must be
particular above all else to find individuality
in each, No man is born to any religion ; he
has a religion in his own soul. Any system
which seeks to destroy individuality is in the
long run disastrous. Each life has a current
running through it and this current will
eventually take it to God. The end and aim
of all religion is to realise God. The greatest
of all training is to worship God alone. If
each man chose his own ideal and stuck to it
all religious controversy wounld vanish.— Z/e
Message of the East, Vol. 1. No. 2, Feb, '12,

THE NATIVITY OF BHAGAVAN
SRI RAMAKRISHNA

L.

Sweet is this Blessed Morn,

O Lord, when Thou wast born ;

Assuming human form, taking human birth

To bring to Thine Own Self the peoples of the
earth !

Ah! Who can withstand the Glory of Thine Eyes !

Within them shines All Blessedness, All Bliss ltes

Seeing Thee the Heart goes out in Love,

Soaring beyond the world to Thee Above.

O Holy Babe! What Worlds of Love are Thine,

What Compassion—Infinite, Divine !

Thou comest, bearing all the pains of life

S0 that the Soul be free from mortal strife,
And loving Thee shalt find That Peace,

Past understanding, bringing Divine Surcease
Of alt the woe of life and all its pain

Taking it to Thee! O what is all mortal gain

As compared with the Possession of Thy Grace !
Within The Heart Thou dwellest :

; The Heart's
Thy Birth-Place !

IL.

Come all ye that love the ILord,

Let your Song triumphant ring
Drowning alt the Noise of Life!

For To-Day is born the Light of Lights,
‘The Holy Saviour of the World,

PRABUDDHA BHARATA
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He comes-——a Sweet and Laughing Child,
Wearing human form and—Ah !

Bearing all the frailties of Man for Man [
And yet within Its Infant Eyes

There shines a Wisdom, Vast, Divine.
QO Holy Child! Within Thy Form—

S0 Pure, so Tender and so Sweet—
Rests All the Power of the World,

And All the Power beyond the World !
Verily, Thou art the K4li-Shakti Incarnate,
The Breaker of all mortal dreams !
E’en Maha Maya before Thee is powerless,
In Love for Thee forgeiting

Her weaving of the dreams of life.

Ah! The Sweet Stillness of Thy Self

Is tike the Stiliness of the Thought of Mahadev !
That one has even thought of Thee—

Is, verily, Salvation'!

I1I.

Rejoice and be happy!

To-Day is born the Lord of Hosts!
Into the world of men is born

The Glortous Consciousness of God;
And Love Supreme and Everlasting Life!
Ah! The Lord resteth even as a babe
Upon the mother’s breast !

Yet All the Wisdom of the Ages
Slumbers within the Infant Mind ;

And All the Treedom of the Lord

Is contained within the Infant Form!
And All the Strength, and All the Joy
And All the Blessedness of God

Are written on the Infant Brow!

Holy! Holy is this Day!

Thrice Holy is this Blessed Day!

At His Coming all the Angels sang:
And Peace descended on the realms of earth !
Blessed ! Blessed Babe Divine!
Worshipping Thy Lotus Feet,

All earthby dreams are blotted out,

And Thou Alone dost dwell—

Within the Heart! Within the Heart t

O Happiness that Thou wast born !
Thou, the Salvation of the world;
Thou, the New Redeemer of the World,
Comest as a Babe; even as Babe!

The Monk T. N,
Janmatithi, Feb. 20, 1912, |
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THE MASTER OIF PEACKE

O, there is a peace that life can never
know, the soul’s own peace, and to
have that peace the soul must transcend life!
When it comes within the sphere of this peace
the sout flies far away from lile unto the
regions of reality, IFar stationed from the
clamonr of the world, it is the shining hetght
and life the vale, The knowing heart per-
ceives that realm of peace and sets out on
the quest to possess it and dwells therein
forever after. Life is the darkness and it is
the light, Life is the prison-house and it the
open air. Life is the shadow and it the
shadow’s form.,

Those who yearn for that life whose source
is in destre can kuow peace only when all
destres have been blotted out. Hath not the
soul memories of tts own with every man?
Come there not awesome moments when
the wholé world is realised as a mirage?
Does not the fraud of life dawn on one and
the danger of sinking into the deeper dark-
nesses of iltusion? For all is darkness com-
pared with that which is the peace. O to
break the dream! Thesoul seeks that peace
in Mmany, many ways, now here, now there,—
stumbling, rising often on the path, buat within
itself is the vision ever ixed on the truth.
Long, long is the way, but the end is sure.
Life is the only mode of reaching it, and life
the terrible, must be transcended in the
reaching, or rather, one must seek to become
possessed of ALL LIFE, even of INFINITE
LIFE beyond all limitations, It is qnly
limitations that are terrible. That Infinite
Life is the end. That is peace. There no
desires enter in, for shall the heart crave
anything or desire to become one-d with any-
thing, when it lias, aye, when it is the ALL !

Death 1s only an experience in the seeking,
an incident in living. Thought is only an
instrument wherewith to reach out unto it

The heart, in its throbbings, vearus through-
out the ages for peace. All the greatness of
the historic centuries is only an approach to
it, only an effort to interpret the struggle for
peace. Civilisations after civilisations are the
great fabrics of desivre and realisation that
man has reaved in his efforts to reach beyond
finite things unto its heteht,  They are like
the Towers of Babel, however, They have
all failed and faded away, leaving behind
them a confusion of tongues, and the dust
and ashes of the ages,

wlhio renounces all !

Blessed 1s the monlg

But the end must come, and that in glow-
ing, radiant triumph, but only, in its tun,
upon the footsteps of a greater renunciation
that has been made., For only in renvn-
ciation s triumph. And the great conquerot
is he who has renounced most. DBilessed is
the monk! Blessed is the man of peace!
Blessed ts the man who has overcome all
desires! Renunciation is the joyous ptivi-
lege of the monk. What are empires to him,
or what business shall he have with kings!
He alone ts the free, Ile is the MAN ; aye,

‘he 1s the moon among men, “the bull among

the herd” of souls. Indeed, heis the god.
The Great DBear cannot hold him in check
for his quest is beyond the swiftness of the
whole world’s motion, The radiance of the
sun cannot obscure the glory of the monk.
Blessed is the monk! Blessed is the man of
peace ! '

The monk is the being who has found
peace, He has found peace because he has
lived life to its fullest and knows, in that
highest of all knowledge, that peace is beyond.
Living life to its fullest is the course of
renunciation. The monk reaches ont beyond
both the miseries and the hopes of life, He
stands, likewise, beyond the touch or thée
terrors of death, and no fear can come upon
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him. He is the being who has found the
indestructible in his searching after peace
and ne changes in this w{jrld of change can
affect hims,
[t is of the essence of his soul. And who is
the monk? He is the mouk who has broken
the powers of the universe through the still
stronger powers of renunciation, The uni-
verse trembles before him, for the uuiverse is
external and the monk has sounded the soul
The monk has learned to gaze so deeply into
the mysteries of life and death that these
have melted away for their
meaning and distinctions, just as shades fade.

Peace is the monlk’s own treasure,

him, losing

For the soul has arisen like the sun in the
monk’s life and what shadows shall stand
before the sun!

Beyond the finite is the infinite; aye, even
within the finite there is the infinite, and the

APR,

Blessed 1s the man
Victory is his,
Power, eternal power
The gods themselves he
scended !

infinite, that is the soul.

wlio has seen his  soul!
eternal victory is his |
is his ! has tran-
He has ascended within himself
higher than height and gone utterly beyond,
aye, beyond the world, aye even beyond the
sunn and the moon aud the hosts of stars,—
nnto his nature, and that is

peace 75 God

peace,—aiid

Blessed and great beyond the greatest is
the mau of renunciation, Ifor his companions
he has the sages of the world. Ile aloune is
the enjoyer. -His is the bliss infinite. Blessed
15 the monk ! Greatis the He has
gone beyond the gods, He has gone beyoud
the creator of gods. Verily he has become—

verily he is Brahman !

monlc !

L @ 0 R B 2 -

A HYMN TO SRI RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHAMSA

O Godly Saint, thy soul is fair,
So great, so pure, so bright,

Our hearts are linked with thine for e’er
Thy heart of Golden Light.

Shine on, shine on for ever, thou radiant star,
Our raft to guide safe thro’ the storniy seas !

Our hearts are Weak, that Land of Bliss is far,
O Blessed Saviour, give our minds that Peace.

O Ramakrishna of holy fame,
Fnflame in us that Life

Which hallowed Thy Viveka—’s name
In this our world of strife.

Shine on, shine on for ever, ete.

O blessed Saint, repel the pain
From off our bleeding hearts;
At Thy feet we are humbly lain
‘Take off the mortal darts.

Shine on, shine on for ever, etc.

Sri Ramakrishna, sweet Kali’s child,
Thou art our only guide,
'1'o curb our passious running wild
Make us by Truth abide.

Shine on, shine on for ever, etc,.

O heav'nly Saint, Thy heav'nly race
Thou hast so nobly run.

With bliss divine, Thy beaming ‘Face
Full many a heart hath won.

Shine on, shine on for ever, etc.

Thou art our Mate, Thou art our Friend,
To drive our gloom away,

‘T'o cheer our minds with hope, do send
Thy kind and glorious ray.

Shine on, shine on for ever, thou radiant star,
Our raft to guide safe thro’ the stormy seas'!

Our hearts are weak, that Land of Bliss is far,
O Blessed Saviour, give our minds that Peace.

-—Anang D, Upponi.
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA ON SRI RAMAKRISHNA

years [ have lived with that man, but
Bl  never did I hear those lips utter one word
\ of condemnation for any sect, * * 7

* % 1 began to come near that man, day after
day, and 1 actually saw that religion could be
given. One touch, ose glance can make a whole life
I bad read about Buddha and Christ and
Mahommed, about all those different luminaries
of ancient times, how they could stand up and say,
“ Be thou whole,” and the man became whole,
I now found it to be true, and when 1 nyself saw
this man, all scepticism was brushed aside......, In
the presence of my Master I found out that man
could be perfect, even in this body. Those lips
never cursed anyone, never even criticised anyone,
Those eyes were beyond the possibility of sceing
evil, that mind had lost the power of thinking evil.
That tremendous purity, that tremendous renun-
ciation is the one secret of spirituality............
He was a triumphant example, a living illustration
of the complete conquest of lust and desire for
money....... It is necessary in a lime like this that
a man shdll arise to demonstrate to the sceptics of
the world that there yet breathes a man who does
not care a straw for all the gold or all the fame
that is in the universe.

o gy

Can of you become almost
fanatics over this new idea, with this new God—
Ramakrishna—as a centre 7,.....1, unworthy theugh
I amn, had one commission Lo bring over the casket
of jewels that was placed in my charge to Madras
and make it over to you, * * #

His life was the extraordinary search-light under
whose illumination one is able to really understand
the whole scope of Hindu religion. He wasthe ob-
ject-lesson of all the theoretical knowledge given in
the Shastras, He showed by his life what the Rishis
and Avataras really wanted to teach. The books
were theories. He was the realisation. This man had
in one life of fifty~-four years lived the five thousand
years of national spiritual life, and raised himself
to be an object-lesson for the future generations.
The Vedas can only be explained and the Shastras
reconciled by his theory of Avatar or stages.

change,

* K dozens

He was the embodiment of ali the past reli-
gious thought of India. His life alone made me
understand what the Shastras really meant, and the
whole plan and scope of the old Shastras.

What the whole Hindu race has thought in ages,
he lived in one life, s life is the living com-

mentary to the Vedas of all the nations.

Narendra to Dr. Sarkar: Sir, we look upon the
Master as a Person who is /ike God. There is a
point somewhere belween the vegetable crealion
and the animal creation where it is difficult to say
whether a particular thing is a vegetable or an
animal. Much in the same way there is a point
somewhere between the man-world and the God-
world where you cannot say with certainty whether
a person is a human being or a God, * * *

I say not God, but God-like man.

% #* i "

We offer to Him worship bordering on divine

worship.

God though everywhere can be known te as in
and through human character. No character was
ever so perfect as Sri Ramakrishna, and that
should be the centre round which we ought to
ratly,

at the same time allowing everybody to
regard IIim in his own light as teacher, Saviour,
(God, or model, or great man, as he pleases.

The Satya-yuga ( Golden Age ) has magle its
advent froin the day that Sri Ramakrishna incar-
nated Himself in 2 human body. In this Incarna-
tion the Kali ( the power of evil ) will be destroyed
by the sword of Jnanam. Blessed is he
follows Ilis teachings,—no mattey
believes in His Incarnation or not,

who
whether he

Aye, where would I have been, if I had not
been blessed with the dust of the holy feet of that
orthodox, image-worshipping Brdlimana |

The one (Sankaracharya) had a great head, the
other ( Chaitanya ) a Jarge heasrt, and the time
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was ripe for one to be born the embodiment of
both this head and heart; the time was ripe for
one to be born, who in one body would have the
brilliant intellect of Sankara and the wonderfully
expansive, infinite heart of Chaitanya;...... There
(near Calcutta) he lived, without any book-learning
whatsoever ; this great intellect never learnt even to
write his own name, but the most brilliant graduates
of our wuniversity found in him an inteliectual
Let me now only mention the great
Sri Ramakrishna, the fulfilment of the Indian sages,
the sage for the time,........, and mark the Divine
Power working behind the man., The son of a
poor priest, born in an out-of-the-way wvillage, un-
known and unthought of, to-day is worshipped
literally by thousands in Europe and America, and
to-morrow will be worshipped by thousands more.
Who knows the plans of the lLord! Now, my
brothers, if you do not see the hand, the finger of

Providence, it is because you are blind, born
blind indeed !

Brothers, you have touched another chord in
my heart, the deepest of all, and that is- the men-
tion of my teacher, my master, my hero, my ideal,
my God in life—S8ri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa...
We read in the history of the world about plophets
and their lives, and these come down to us
through centuries of writings and workings by their
disciples. Through thousands of years of chisel-
ling and modelling, the lives of the great prophets
of yore come down to us; and yet, in my .opinion,
not one stands so high in brilliance as that life
which I saw with my own eyes, under whose
shadow I have lived, at whose feet 1 have learnt
everything,—the - life of Ramakrishna Parama-
hamsa. Aye, friends, you all know the celebrated
saying of the Gita—xar srar f& yHex &c.— When-
ever there 1s a decline of Dharma "&c, * *

* % THere has been a manifestation of an
immense power, just the very beginnings of whose
workings we are seeing, and before this generation
passes away, you will see more wonderful work-
ings of this power, It has come just in time for
the regeneration of India, * * ¥

* % T1donotcare in what light you under-
stand this great sage, it matters not how 1much
respect you pay to him, but 1 challenge you face

APR,

to face with the fact, that here is a manifestation
of the most marvellous power that has been for
several centuries in India, and it is your duty; as
Hindus, to study this power, to find what has been
done for the regeneration, for the good of India,
and for the good of the whole human race through
it. - Aye, long before ideas of universal religion
and brotherly feeling between different sects had
been mooted and discussed in any country in the
world, here, in sight of this city (Calcutta) was
living a man whose whole life was a Parliament
of Religions as it should be.

* % We want spiritual ideals before us, we
want enthusiastically to gather round grand spiri-
tual names. Our heroes must be spiritual.  Such
a hero has been given to usin the person of
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. If this nation wants
to rise, take my word for it, it will have to rally
enthusiastically round this name.......... In duty
bound, therefore, for the good of our race, for the
good of our religion, I place this great spiritual
ideal before you. Judge him not through me. 1
am only a weak instrument. Let not his character
be judged by seeing me. It was so great that if I
or any other of his disciples spent hundreds of
lives, we could not do justice to a millionth part of
what he really was....... It is a glory and a privilege
that we are allowed to work at all under Him.

# * If this infinite, unbounded, religious

wave (manifested in Sri Ramakrishna), that has
engulfed in its depths the very ends of space,—on
whose snow-white crest shineth this Divine Form,
in the august glow of a heavenly presence,—if this
be the effect brought about by our eager endeav-
ours in pursuit of personal name, fame or wealth,
then,—without your or any others’ efforts this wave
shall, in obedience to the insuperable law of the
Universe, soon die in the infinite watery womb of
Time, never to rise again! But if, again, this tide,
in accordance with the. Will, and under the divine
inspiration, of the One Universal Mother, has
begun to deluge the world with the flood of the
unselfish love of a Great Man’s heart, then,—Oh
feeble man, what power dost thou possess that thon
shouldst thwart the onward progress of the Al-
mighty Mother’s Will ?
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA : AN INTERPRETATION 6¢

THE DIVINITY OIF SRI RAMAKRISHNA

Blessed is Thy name, O Lord!

Divine the Soul of Thee!

Past understanding Thy Realisation!
Thou didst commune with World-Gods ;
Beyond them with the Mother-God ;
Bevoud all and all with Thine Qwn Self,
The Light of Thy Realisation illumines

All our time ; saints follow in Thy Path.
Hoty the dust upon which Thou didst tread.

Holy and redeeming 1s Thy Name,

Thou didst show the Way to linmortaiity

Breakino all the bonds of life and death,

Through the mists of Maya, seeing God.

Thy messace: “ All relivions One

The self-same God, the God of AlL”

Hindu, Christian, Mussulman,

Becoming each Thou didst behold

The self-same God, the same Realisation.

All Paths are Paths to that same Goal

Where God stands Selt-revealed as Soui.

And Thou art God ; and Thou, the Soul.
— A Disciple,

SRI RAMAKRISHNA: AN INTERPRETATION

@To have come to understand Sri Ramakrishna
@ is Lo have understood and grasped the
It is 1o have come
into direct and real touch with sgpirituality in its
dynamic and powerful relatdons. It is verily to
have seen the soul become conscious of itself,—as
the soul. It is to have entered the realm of under-
standing as to the opportunities and factors for the
making of true spirituality. And why? Because
in Sri Ramakrishna one perceives humanity be-

whole meaning of life,

coming divinity ; verily, 1t sees divinily incarnate,
And why, again? DBecanse all the longing that
man has ever known to perceive reality was made
incarnale. One sees in him, living and brealbing
before one's very eyes, the desire of man to see
God,~—ves, and the triumphant realisation of that
desire. One him a tremendous
sincerity and a tremendous sanity, He took
nothing for granted ; he criticised and weighed well
in the balance each and every single spiritual
experience that had come to him in the flow of his
career. He wanted reality, not pleasurable spirit-
val states of mind ; he wanted realily, at all cosls,
no matter what the sacrifice.

wvitnesses in

And because of his
sincerity one sees bim biting the very dust in his
anguish to realise God ; one sees him, a Bralimana,

avorid,

stooping to the meanest of services, in order to
become realistically aware of the spiritual equality
of all mankind; one sees him abandouning fame
and riches, repeatedly, because he knew that these
were the prime factors in the bondages of the
One sees him pulling on the garments of
a woman tu order to overcome the idea of distine-
tion in sex. His lile 1s the hiving spirilual method.
It was not necessary for himself to go through these
He
went through them all in order that mankind might
find the way above the limitalions of the senses
to the soul and to God.

living, actual and wonderiul religious longing,

tremendous aunsterities and ascetic practices,

One sees in him real,
He
shed oceans of tears becanse of his sorrow at
being scparated from that which is the Most High.
We see him becoming senseless with pain at the
thought of the ocean of Maya that makes man
forget God. He saw the difficulties that stood in
the way of the spiritual consciousness, He saw
they were like moumains and that the world ag
such could not gather up the courage {0 rouse
from its lazy satisfaction with the life of the senseg
And so
like a great pioneer who risks all the dangers and
all the terrors of the unknown path, who makes

and try to scale the mountain barriers,
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sacrifice and performs labour in order to clear the
path that others may follow, even <o did Sri Rama-
krishna plunge through all the materialism of our
sge finding a path to spiritaality and to God for the
benefit of man. He literally hewed his way through
the darkness of the world, that presses like an
interminable jungle on all sides, and gave unto
mankind the Light of T'ruth and because of this
was Sri Ramakrishna the Light of the World, The
grandeur and the reality of Sri Ramakrishna is to
be foumd in this sincere and untiring search and in
this discovery he made of spiritual truths., His
was first-hand knowledge. He proved that reali-
sation was the proof of the truth of the Vedas and
in this e proved Hinduisim, And it was because
of this that be convinced such men as Swami
Vivekananda and Kestiub Chunder Sen of the
spiritual realities of Hinduism.  He put life o
Hinduism that was in danger of becoming dead.
e made Hinduism real.

He showed Hinduism
to be the greatest and most marvellous truth in this
world, He himself was the wav and the wruth and
the light.

men in India came unto him accepting him  as

Because of all this the greatest spiritual

their spiritual guide, worshipping him literally as
divine.,  And because of this each worshipper saw
n St
each and every religious tdeal Sri Ramakrishna
sawv God, saw Him not only idealistically, but

Ramakrishina hils own ideal incarnate. In

practically aud actually.  Only divinity can per-
ceive divinity in this marvellous manoper.  Was 1t
that Sri Ramakrishna Himself was God?  Avye, by
all the truth that exists in this world and beyond
this world.  For orly divinity can long for divinity
as he yearned for God.  Only divinity can become
so remarkably unworldly as he was unworldly.
Ounly God can become consctous of God. The
The

man who has seen God is man no l(}ugen
man who has seen God zs God.

What does man care for fine phrases and logi-
cal  consistency when it comes to the seeing of
God 1

jr i in an age like this that Sei Ramakrishna’s

This age is terrible in its practicality and

practical spiritnality is an urgent necessity. What the
scientific experiment is to the scientific theory that,
life of Sri
ideats of Hindoism,

Lisdecd, was the Ramakrishna to the

T'hat is why one fiuds sch

avoncerful pracicality in all the sayings of Sn

BHARATA APpn.

Ramakrishna. e was not a metaphysician; he
was not an intellectualist. He was a realist; he
saw where the iatellect can only think., All the
learning of the Pandits took flight before his simple
and direct sayings. ‘T'he lnighest truth is eternally
the simplest and because he was Truth Itself
incarnate did Srit Ramakrishna utter the highest
trath in the simplest words.  Blsssed is this age
that it has been privileged to bave seen the birth
and the life of such a man. He has resurrected
the vision of God; he has given new meaning to
the religious and thie spiritual life; he has set at
nought all the egotistical learning of the world by
the fact that he had seen the reality for which all
the world is seeking in such different ways, aye, by
the fact that he was that reality. The wisdom of
man is foolishness with God, says the Christian
Bible. Verily! And to Sri Ramakrishna the loud
argaments of the so-called learned were as
a child’s ¢crying in the dark. T or does even all the
science of the world throw any light by which one
can see God!  As the mountains are above the
plains, aye, as the stars are beyond the earth, even

so was the consciousness of Sri Ramakrishna
beyond all the limitations of life and utterly beyond
all the knowledge of those who search for the

heht of truth withir the darkness of the maierial
CONSCIOUSNESS,

-w-“F., J.; Ale}iﬁnderg

ASPIRATION

The years may sear and sift us
With stress of alien things

Time's eddyving tides may drift us
Oun lonely journevings,

But stll the sout shall hft us
On her aurelian wings,

Her kindly hoht shall tead us
To more enduariug joys
Than weualth that may impede us,
And ease that cloos and cloys,
And she shiall bring to speed us
Love’s power and Wisdom's poise,
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THE SECRET INN
(“ Zhe Ningdom s Within Fou." )

Enough of dreams! No longer mock
The burdened hearts of inen'!

Not on the cleud, bt on the rock,
Build thou thy faith again :

O, range no mere the realins of air,
Stoop to the glen-bound streams,

Thy hope was all too like despair :
Enongh, enongh of dreams,

Here, on this earth, the lists are set :
Here must thou lose or find

The Word that when thine eyes are wet
Shall speak to thine own kind,

0, call not to thy heights a love
That sees its end so near !

If there be ways bevond, above
Descend, and find them, here.

Descend, descend, Urania, speak
To men in their own tongte !
Leave ot the breaking heart to brealk
Because thine own is strong,
This ts the law, in dreamt and deed,
That heaven muast walk on earth!
O, shine upon the humble creed
That holds tlie heavenly birth.

An earth-born creed? We may not praise
The Eternal’s lowly hanse;

Yet, thro’ the rude beams may we gaze
Aund the titervoven boughs,

If on the little Child thou shine,
Whom, thouch we dream no more,

Here, in the heart’s hushed Palestine,

' The magi still adore,

A lowly creed, a wayside dnn
For wayfavers! O come,

Now that the long dark hours begin,
Lead thau the nations hoine!

Shine on the little roof] fair star,
The thatch in silver steep,

That kings may come to it from afar,
Aud the shepherds from their sheep,

—Alfred Noyes,

THE CIVIC AND NATIONAL IDEALS;*

by the Sister Nivedita: A Review.

It dawns upon one like tthimination-——the
posthumons work of the Sister Nivedita of
Rimakrishna-—Vivekananda, Its title, « Civic
and National Ideals,” is the key to the
message the book coutains.  For it is a mes-
sage that it speaks, an iuspired message,—
above all, a prophetic message, The publisher
is Brahimachari Gonendra Nath, Udbodhan
Office, Bagchbazar, Calcutta, The book is a
compauy of essays and sketch writings some
of which have been already published tn maga-
zines while others are entirely new, having been
forrud amongst the bulk of tmanuscripts the
Sister left behiind her at her departure. But
all are interesting; better said, they are
instinctive, bemyg the literary garment of a
deep-sizhted and unified vision of the prob-
lems of an ladian national life, and their
solution, as well,

Throuehoit one gathers the greatness and the
extent and the pronuse of the Sister Nivedita’s
couception of a uatwonal life. [t was all-
inclusive, fundamental and synthetic.,  The
new work reveals this in a strikingly new and
in a wonderfully clear manuer.  The subjects
of the chapters give glimpses of the full
exteut of her national vision.  She speaks of
the elements of ctvic hife in general and in a
way that ntroditces the other chapters. For
this reason the fAvst chiapter is entitled : © The
Civic Ideall” The second chapter is, couse-
quently, “Civic LElements in Indian Life”
The chapter, “ Unity of Lifte and Type in
India,” gives an eloquent and penetrating
insieht into the relations between a nation
and the soil. It also throws an effulgence of
light upoun the sure unity that noderlies the

Dty S

* To be had of the Manager, Prabuddha
Bharata Office. Size 724" by 5. Pp. 148. Price
Re. One. Postage Lixtia.
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complex nexus of custom and language in the
Indian social experience,

Behind it all ts the sincerity and the con-
Behind it
there is also evident monumental stady and
research understanding, The Sister
Nivedita possessed the completeness of reali-
sation 1y the nuderstanding that was hers of

viction of one who 5{}’6:—11{5 tirnth,

and

Endia’s oreatness,of India’s needs and of India’s
future. Pervading the book is the strength
and positiveness of her personality, It is
almost as if the voice spoke and the powerful
mind was thinking before one. The reader is
made conscious that the text is but the outer
form of the viston of a great soul, and it is the
vision that is the flame and the inspiration,

In the reading one is lifted beyvond and sees,
as it were, the altar-places before which the
Sister Nivedita kuelt in the hours of her in-
sight, for it must be remembered, that within
the innermost of herselt and colouring all her
life was the spirit of the mun she was.

She passes from the more
objective principles of her study to the
“Function of Avt in Shaping Natronality”
‘which heads the contents of another chapter,
teaching the methods by which a

in the boolk

nation
comes to its own throuneh the medinm of the
artistic iinpetus directed in the expresston of
national ideals.  From this she branches out
to the subjects, “Iondian  Sculpture,” and
“ Indian Painting ” in particular. The book
ends with several of her most descriptive
criticisms of the work of the present-day
school of art in which she has drawn pen-
pictures equally as beautiful in literature as

the paintings are beautiful in art.

He who would understand and he who
does understand the elements and essentials
of nation-making as these may affect or are
at present affecting Indian life, shouid count
“Civic and National Ideals” by the Sister
Nivedita among his literary possessions.

o

APR

THE ISLAND RETREAT

I,

Unknown to fame there is an Eden-spot,
Where fashiow’s freaks and shams rule not,~—
A place where nature bathed in beatty's light
Inspires the love of truth and moral right,

I1.
A sheltered nook conceals my hermit home,
Midst glories more than art of Greece and Rome
Beyond the worldling’s pride and pleasure
Is Peace in solitude, the soul’s internal treasure,

IT].
Indifferent here to temporal gain or loss,
Beneath the starry skies of Southern Cross,
[ make retreat withont a fear or care,—
In silence strive to sever May&’s snare,
1V.
In Neptune’s fatrest isle with palm tree fringed,
With flashing seas in tropic’s sunshine tinged :
Ideal Beanty, veiled by space and time,*
Gives forth a charm not told in words or shyme,
V.
Delightsby senseperceived appearances are still,
The Yogin, free, serene, transcends at will.
O blessed state! in contemplation won, ——
Distinctions merge into the Mystic One.t

* According to Plato the Jdeas are beyond Space
and Time-—cternal, changeless, absolute; his fa-
vourite /dea was Beauly.

+ 'VThe religio-philosophic conception is that of
Advaita, or the Indian system of Monistic ldealism,
In the highest Samadhi or God-Consciousness
(known in the West as trance, ecstasy, super-con-
sciousness, elc,), the soul becomes one with the In-
finite or Universal Self. In other words, the ego
transcends the limitations of individuality in the
unspeakable glory of Life Absolute. Into that
Supreme Unity subject, object, effort dissolve like
discords of music lost in the grand barmony of a
higher symphony. Hence, * Distinclions merge
into the Mystic One.”
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STRAY SONGS TO SRI RAMAKRISHNA
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TRANSLATION.

L.

O Ramakrishna, protector of the humble,
Thy servant I am, QO my Lord, my Master,
flowing with love at the benign sight of Kali

O ocean of mercy, may I be the rectpient
(f2¢, may my head be the bearer) of Thy
favour and tay my tongue glory in Thy
praise, O Guru, O Paramahamsa,

May the lotns-like feet of Sri Durga, the
Mother of the Uuniverse, always bloom in the
laike of my heart l—is my constant prayer,

O Ramakrishna Deva, there is no other
friend of mine but Thee. Do drive away the
affliction of my heart with the water of love
and kindness,

{1.
If T obtain a glimpse of Thy face in this

lite, O Bhagavan Ramakvishiaa, my protector,
then I atn blessed.

O Lord, I (would) drvink Thy words of

nectar full of sweetness ; for I am thirsty,

My mind is heaving with joy resting as it
(s amidst the waves of the ocean of love,

1.

Having destroved the darkness produced
by ignorance of Self and attachment ( to
non-5Self ) by the light of the lamp of devo-
tion, and having gone by the righteous path
and made Him your own, who is the Friend
of those attached to FHim, Thou hast obtained
Ojas ( Supreme power ).

O Ramakrishna Deva, blessed art
indeed,

Thou
because Thou hast attained to the
state of Para-Brahmau,
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1V,

Salutation to Thee, O Ramakrishna Deval
In the burning expause of the world, without
a tree ( for c;helter) I cannot bear the heat
of the rays of misery.. Protect me, O gracious
One; support me, O Pure One for, Thy
mercy 1s for Thy servant in trouble.

Birds of noble purposes, being afflicted by
the heat of ( worldly ) sorrow resort for rest
to the branch of knowledege. and devotion of
the tree which has its head in the heavens, and
feel happiness arising,

O Thou of cool shade, O Thou of effulgent
form, salutation to T hee who art pedceful

—Anant D, Upponi,

SRI-RAMAKRISHNA-JANMA-STOTRA-MALIKA*
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA BIRTHDAY
FESTIVAL

AT THE RAMAKRISHNA MATI, BELUR

T wasa day of trinnph—Sunday, the Twenty-
8§ fifth of February, when the public celebra-
tion of the 7gth. anniversary festival of Sri
Ramakrishna’s day of birth was held. Fifty thousand
persons came to (he monastery of the Ramakrishna
Mission at Belur on that day. It was a splendid
testimony of triumph to the spreading of the
gospel of the Lord. From far and near they came
and special ferry-boats were chartered to convey
the crowds from the Calcutta side of the Ganges
to Belur. It was wonderful to behold; the spa-
cious grounds of the monastery were literally
covered with swarming masses of peoplé, and the
note of praise and triumph throughout the entire
day was, “ Jai Sri Guru Mahard] ki Jai,” or  Jai
Ramakrishnaii,” or again, “ Bolo Ramakrishnaji!”
The place and the day throbbed with the Presence
of the Lord, and happiness and blessedness. were
written on the faces of thousands. And thousands
upon thousands of the poor were fed.
indeed a touching sight, moving one, almost, to
tears to see such large numbers of human beings,
verging daily on starvation, having, at least on this
day and by the mercy of Him who loved the
poor, a satisfying quautity of food. It was a day
of triumph, to be sure, but it was also a day of
human happiness. The devotees of the Lord were
caught up in rapture, but the thousands of the
poor were just—happy.

The monastery and the grounds were a panorama
of decorations. Whegever the eye rested ‘it was
upon masses 0f colour and masses of humanity, and
from " the top of the monastery building floated the
“Gerrua’ and other standards of the Ramakrishna
Mission. Pandals" were erected everywhere, and
everywhere music was to be heard and every here
and there one came upon singing-parties who
chanted in song the Name and the praises of the
Lord. And everywhere and at ali times of the day
the monks were in evidence, directing, entertaining
and blessing. Truly it was a day of triumph and

It was
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spiritual festivity. And to crown the day was per-
fect weather and perfect happiness.

It was also a day of devotion. Under a specially
constructed thatched canopy the brothers of the
monastery had placed a life-size portrait of Srt
Ramakrishna in sitting, or rather, Yoga posture,
This was tastefully decorated with garlands of
flowers and all the day Sankirtan parties sang be-
fore it and crowds upon crowds of devotees wor=
shipped and prayed. Under another canopy was
a farge portrait of the Swami Vivekananda in
standing posture. This, likewise, was adorned with

flowers and hundreds made Pranams before it.

Persons of all castes and of all ereeds had
come—Hindus and Christians, Mohammedans and
Parsees alike came to worship Him Who, in His
lifetime, realised God in every religious form,
becoming a Christian to know the Christ and a
Mohammedan to realise the ideals of the Koran.
That silent, holy life which was lived by Sri
Ramakrishna, in the secluded gardens of Dakshine-
swar has brought about a spiritual cosmopolitanism
in this age as was witnessed in the great gathering
on this day. Aud it was because Sri Ramakrishna
had made realisation and not faith the ‘eardinal
requisite of the religious life. It is not what one
believes, but what one knows and realises that
counts in the balance of the judgment of the Lord;
so Sri Ramakrishna taught.

One might say that a bazaar had migrated from
its old quarters to the monastery on this day.
There were stalls of all character and description,
but most noticeable were those that had on sale
the photographs of Sri Ramakrishna and Swamiji
and the works of the Swami Vivekananda and other
well-known authors of the Ramakrishna Mission,
including the late Sister Nivedita. But there were
sweetmeat stalls, also, and  small art stalls and
places where one could buy curios and. out-of-
the-way things. The monastery itself had become
a village with this characteristic bazaar,

All night long before the day of celebration the
inmates of the monastery had toiled and laboured
in preparation ; as the result the monastery was
decorated as never before.  Special arrangements
had been made for zenana lady visitors who came
to pay their respects and homage to the Lord.
They were, for the most, the wives or sisters of the
lay disciples of the Mission,

An event in itself was the arrival at the monastery
of Srimati Sarada Devi, the Holy Mother, the
Disciple-Wife of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna,
Who always treated her as His mother, she having
renounced with Him the life of the householder.
She came by way of the Howrah bridge in a
cairiage. She had with her a party of women and
girls who - enjoyed with her the sight-seeing and
festivities of the occasion, for there was much to
see and much cause for rejoicing.
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In the evening there was 2 display of fire-works  were forgotten and the soul of each and every

which proved to be one of the leading and most  devotee found fisclf caught up, os it were, in 4
enjoyable features of the celebration.  Though by  world of reality and the trus Hving of lLife
evening-time large numbers had returned from the Feet of the Lord, Aud blessed be i¥is Name !

monastery by the ferry-boats to Calcutia still there
were large numbers that remained. ‘The Arati
or evening service to Sri Ramakrishna was parti-
cularly inspiring on this night because
added numbers who were
the worship.

Every praise must be given to the monks for the
remarkable way in which they fulfilled the res-
ponsibilities and duties of the day. And Swami
Brahmanandaji, the President of the Ramakrishua
Mission and head of the order, was an inspiration
to the many workers who had volunteered their
service in the feeding of the poor, for the feeding
of the poor is a work in which His Holiness takes
the keenest interest, 1Ile was mwuch sought after
by the people who swere anxious to see and pay
their respects to him as the representative of
Sri Ramakrishna on earth. An incident in the
day illustrates the characier of His Holiness
on such occasions as these. He had just retired
into the monastery for a few mnoments’ rest
from the many duties of the day when a group
of persons, peering through the shutters of the
window, attempted to secure, in this way, a2 glimpse
of the monks within, A young Bralunacharin re-
monstrated. In reply the people said, “ We came
here to see the Sadhus.” Immediately Swami
Bralnmanandaji arose ifromn his seat and a few
mowments later he could be seen surrounded by a
mass of people who came to do him revereuce,
Truly, the monks had little rest on this day, but
their untiring zeal to wmake the many  visitors
comfortable awakened everywhere a most genercus
admiration,

present and took part in

In the evening the ferrv-boats took back the
enormous crowd that had gathered during the

hours of the day.  As they drifted down the river
it seemed as if each woment there might be danger,
s0 large were the numbers of passengers., Others
went to their bomes in the small boats that usually
ply betweenn one corner of the river to the odber,
but the number of these boats literally douted the
waters about the monastery embankment.  Aud ag
each of the smaller boats tefi the inmates gave out
a cry of praise and triumph for Sri Ramakrishnag,
but the souund of the *n::nces of the ferry -boat
passengers as these left the ghats of the monastery
was deafening; it was blood -stirring, as well, in
the amount of inspiration and enthusiasm it caysed
to well up on all sides.  Aund those who were stjil
al the monastery returned the note of praise in a
cry that reverberated and rveverberated across the
waters, ““ Jai Sri Guru Maharaj ki Jai!”’

'T'he day and the spirit lifted one out of one’s
normal seif. For a time all commonplace things

of the

—

AT THE RAMAKKISHNA HOME,

In the morning there was the usual Bhajana
followed by the feedmg Of a lawge nam yber of the
poor. Inthe evening there werct Harikatha Kala-
kshepam, and a lecture by Frof. XK, Sundarmmna
Aiyar on the significance of the Life of Sri Rama-
krishna for *Modern India.” Rao Rabadur Prof. M.
Rangachariar was in the chair,  There was a laige
gathering of enlichtened gentlemen inciuding the
How’ble DMy, Justice P. R. Sundara Aiyar and
the Hon’ble Mr, Justice T'. Sa d:;;,lm Aivar,

The Chairman in winding up the proceedings of
the meeting said that the thuu ohitul lecturer sl howed
how best lhf:} all should endeavour to synthesise

Madras

the thoughts of the West and the East. In the
endeavour to do so, some in India were trying to
get away from the ancient Hinduo plattorm. When

such a tendency was gaining grouand, it was
necessary that a new force sheould come in and

give tlie message to the peopie, that even as they
stood on their ancient platforin it was pessible for
them to rise and progress.  Suvcn was the message
of Sr1 Ramakrishea Paramahamsa, and  Sri Swami
Vivekananda, Realisation of the Dmunly_m,.vas the
goal of the East aud West, North and South, The
spirit of the Hindu civilisation was the recog-
nition of the highest unity of purpose towards
which all continents moved and at the same time
it recognised the existing differences and ivequality
dependent upon the state of progress which each
individnal community had been able to go through
in the evolution of the progress of hmn’mil)* in the
world.  ‘t'hat was also the alnnt of Christianity,
but in practice the Sermon on the Mount found no
scope. The life of the Western people was a
course of strenuous struggle for money and not
of self-realisation and God-realisation, a struggle
of interest against interest, although in the tong run
that h[IIIer]L might hy lileraction come. to terms.
in the nannm] ideal of the East, there was the
daneer of killing the flesh and that was undesirable,
because man  should live healihily if he weuld
succeed m the practice of Yoga which wOuld lead
him toa higher desliny.

The Hon'ble Mr, Justice P. R. Sundara Alvfn in
proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer and the
chairman said, that never betore there had been
withessed such a large gathering of distingnished
gentlemen on the oceasion of the Ramakrishna cele-
braiton as was seen then. Further,theatteniion paidto
Prof. Aiyar'saddress was another strong proof of the
fascination that the old-world ideas still possessed.
As a matter of fact there was no difference between
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the old-world ideas and the new-fangled ideas. In
the solution of practical questions of the present day
there might sometimes be differences; but in the
ideal and the spirvit there was very little difference.
The West was striving after spiritnality, while they
in the East were not succeediug in fully realising
the inheritance that the sages had handed down to
them. Sri Ramakrishna set his heart upon pro-
moting active service amongst all sections of the
community. Phat kind of active social work was
more prominent in the West than in the East,

AT RAMAXKRISHNA MATH, BANGALORE

The Anniversary was celebrated in the presence
of a large gathering of ladies and gentlemen,
among whom were Messrs., V. P. Madhava Rao,
C. 1. E, F.T. Brookes, Justice K. S. Chandra-
shekara Iyer and M. A. Narayana lyengar. In
the morning Bhajana processions came from dif-
ferent parts of the city and later on, the decorated
pictures of Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda
and other disciples were taken rcund the sireets
with music and other paraphernalia.

In the evening a Harikatha performance was
given by Pandit Krishna Das, after which Mr. V.
Subramanya lyer, gave an exfempore lecture on
the life and teachings of Swami Ramakrishna, and
Mr. Sampangi Ramiah read an exhaustive paper in
Kanarese on the Saint’s life, -

Mr. V. S, Iver expatiated on the walue and
significance of names., He said in part as follows :
In India names command a high value and great
reverence., The children are called by the names of
the Gods, The very names of Ashoka, Sankara and
others arouse the greatest veneration and send a thrill
through our hearts, though centuries have elapsed
since their death. A name is an impulse to thought,
When we think of 2 great personage, we at once
think of his thoughts and these act as a force pro-
pelling us to exercise our mental faculty. Hence a
name is constituted by thoughts, words and deeds.
It is such a thing that the name of Bhagavan 5ri
Ramakrishna Paramabamsa indicates to us, We
realise this by feeling that he is within us.  So
if Ramakrishna Paramahamsa is to be properly
understood, it is not by a mere blind revereuce or
an ignorant devotion, If he is to be a significance,
we must know bis thoughts. "That is the best
manner of appreciating him. He was above all a
Bhakta, Yogi, and Jnani in one. He renounced
the world wholly and became mad after God.
The peculiar aspect in which he devoted bimself in
the exemplification of his Bhakti to God, lay in his
enunciation of the service of man. To the IBhagavan
to love man, the noblest creation of God, was far
greater than a mere meaningless love for God. The
religion of the service of man js greater than the
religion of God, Swami Vivekananda was the
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fulfilment or rather the materialised form of the
mighty conception of one of the great saviours of
India. Again he was the practical illustration of
universal love. In the Bhagavar’s worship of
woman, we find the key-note, the eternal significance
of his whole life. A mother’s love is spontaneous,
equal and immaculate. Good or bad, wise or
tonorant, rich or poor, kind or unkind, to a mother
her  sons are equally dear. Even in Rama
Avatar or Krishna Avatar there was the hating
of enemies, hut Ramakrishna Paramahamsa ex-
tended an intense and disinteresied love to-
wards the whole of humanity, Ramakrishna was
an Avatar and in bim we have a fulfilment of the
significance of an Avatar, We all know the
strength of the will power of Sri Ramakrishna. In
the vast firmament of stars, that of our Saint looms
large before us because it is nearest to us. All
Avatars are the manifestation of the same God.
M. V.P. Madhava Rao then rose amidst applause
and paid an eloquent compliment to the ideas
expressed by thie two speakers and offered the
thanks of the public of Mysore to Swami Nirmala-
nanda and others who brought about the gathering,
and wished very much that such gatherings would
recur often for the exchange and spread of spirit-
val ideas. The proceedings terminated with
Mangalarathi and distribution of Prasad.

AT SHULAY, BANGALORBE

A grand picture of the great modern Saint, Bhaga-
van Sri Ramakrishna Dev was mounted in a nicely
made Pearl Vimanam and placed in a small deco-
rated car, artistically adorned with flowers and
foliage. About five Bhajana parties from different
places gathered in the Ishwari Devasthan, and
formed a grand procession with fine Nagaswaram
music through the principal streets of Shulay. Mr.
M. Ratnam Pillay disttibuted Prasad to the
Bhajana parties and others. My, V. C. Subrah-
manyam deserves great credit to have introduced
this noble festival for the third time in -Shulay, in
order to create a spirit of devotion to the great
masters and thereby love of Religion in the minds of
the people, esp. among the masses, The ceremony
came to a close with Mangalarati at 10-30 p. m.

AT COMILLA

The Birthday Anniversary. was celebrated with
great enthusiasm, on the 25th, February 1912, at the
Theosophical Society House, The portrait of Sri
Ramakrishna was decorated with garlands of sweet-
scented flowers, and at 6 a. m. a procession com-
posed of about 2 hundred DBhaktas following .the
portrait went round the town and finally met at the
Hall selected for worship and Bhajana at g a. m.
Rice was distributed to the poor.

After a number of young gitlsof 7 or 8 years of
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age had sung three hymns in praise of Sri Rama-
krishna, a gentleman read some portions of “ My
Master.” Sj. Fanindra Mohan Chatterjea, Munsift,
then read with devotion a paper on the Lite of
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna and His Teachings.
After the Arati, the evensong, there was Kirtana and
the disciples filled with Love, sang songs, in the
course of which two persons fell into a trance. The
ceremony closed with the distribution of Prasad.

AT THE RAMAKRISHNA SOCIETY, Rangoon

On Tuesday, the 2oth. Feb., the members of the
above Society and those of the Ramakrishna Sevak
Samiti conjointly celebrated the Fanmatithi Puja
ceremony with great enthusiasm at the premises
of the Hindu Social Club, East Rangoon. The
Puja and Archana to the well-adorned portrait of
the Great Paramahamsa began at 7-30 a. m, and
in the evening the members assembled together and
sang in sweet and melodious voices many soul-
stirring hymns of the Saint Thayumanavar.  After
the Karpurarati ceremony and the partaking of
the Prasad they dispersed ¥0r the day.

On the public celebration day, the 25th. of Feb.,
a life-size picture of the Bhagavan, garlanded and
well-decorated, was  enthroned on a raised and
magnificently adorned Asana. The Hall had been
artistically decorated with ferns and flowers, and
the walls were studded with poriraits of Trailanga
Swami, Swami Bhaskarananda, Swami Vivekananda,
Jesus, Lord Buddha and other great souls. The
plantain trees and mango leaf festoons at the
entrance greeted the visitors. At 7-30 a. m, the
Puja began with a solemn and devolional recital of
the Upanishads. The hall wasthronged with visitors,
and at abont 8-30 a. m., two Sankirtan parties
arrived and sang some sweet and melodious songs,
which stirred the devotees of Sri Ramakrishna into
rapture. Some sang and some danced in ecstatic
love. All present were filled with deep devotion
to the Lord. Cheerfulness, good-will, sanctity,
and devotional feeling were the predominating
notes of the day. It was a happy sight to see
young men of the Society working untiringly,
serving all as their own ones. Distribution of rice
and pice was carried on from 8-30 a.m. to 2 p.m,,
and about 500 of the poor were sumptuously
fed. This was indeed a sacred service—an effort
as it were to see the One, who reigns supreme in
the inmost hearts of all, through these many souls.
At 5. p. m. Mr. M. A, Sundra Aiyar delivered an
interesting lecture on the ‘Life of Sri Ramakrishna’
which was well applauded. After briefly telling of the
birth of Sri Ramakrishna and the way in which He
had attained Self-realisation, the lecturer said that
this time the Lord came only to harmonise all the
world-religions and not to establish any separate
sect. Dr. T. S. S. Rajan then read the appeal made
by the Swami Brahmananda for the construction of

K. P. D=, M. A,
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a fitting memorial to the Swami Vivekananda, the
Patriot-Saint of modern India, and reguested the
audience to contribute their mites towards this noble
cause. The meeting was presided over by Prof,
After Aunealam and the distri-
bution ¢f Prasad the celebration ternminated.

ey et B i

AT ULSOOR, BANGALORE

The Fifttieth Birthday of St Swaipi Vivekananda
and the Seventy-ninth Birthday of Sri Ramakrishna
Deva were celebrated together with great devotion
at tne premiscs of the Vivekananda Ashrama on
Sunday the tots. March, with the following pro-
gramme : Pooja 6 a. m. Procession from Ashrama
tarcugn the town 8 to 1y a.m. Feeding the poor 11
a, m. to 2 p.m. Music and Bhajanam 3 to 6 p. m.
Lecture on the Life of the New Avatars 6 to 7 p.m.

AT SITABALDI, NAGPUR

The anniversary was celebrated on Sunday the
z5th. February within the precincts of the temple
of Sri Muralidbar at the Sangam, Sitabaldi, with
greaier enthusiasm than in the preceding years.
‘There were Hindi and Marathi Bhajanas in the previ-
ous cvening, '1'he proceedings of the day began with
Mangalacharan. As vsual the feeding of the poor
was a prominent feature., I'he discourses in the
evening were in Hindi, Marathi, English, Bengali
and Sanskrit and dweltl upon SeiRamakrishna’s Life
and Mission on earth and their relation to Vedanta.
The presidential address of Srijut Krishnasastri
Telang was highly interesting and instructive and
much avpreciated by the audience.

AT KANKHAL

'The Birthday Anniversary of Sri Ramakrishna
Dev  passed off very joyously., More than 300
Mahatmas were sumptuously enterlained with
Prasad. Many local gentlemen including the Dy;
Coliector of Rurkee, joined on the occasion, The
photo of the Lord was very tastefully decorated by
the Mahaimas, and the Puja and readings from the
Shastras lasted the whole day.

AT THE R. K. ADVAITA ASHRAMA,; Benares.

The Auniversary was commemorated . with great
spiritual devotion and enthusiasm. The following
Programme was observed :—1. Feeding of the poor
I to 4 p.m. 2. Address on the Life dand Teach-
ings ol Sri Bhagavan Ramakrishna Deva (in Hindi)
by Sj. Kali Prasanna Chattopadhyaya (late Editor,
Amrita Bazar Patrika) 4 1o 5 p. m. 3. Bbajan and
Sankirtan 5 to 6 p. m. 4. Distribution of Prasad.

e ————

AT THE R. K. ORPHANAGE, MURSHIDABAD

The Ramakrishna Birthday festival was cele-
brated with intense enthusiasm and spiritual fervour
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under the wide-spreading branches of a huge
Banian tree, for a week beginniug with zoth of Feb,
Swami Akhandananda with the boys under bhis
charge, passed ali this time of festivity in that
picturesque spot performing Puja and devotion,
looking after all arrangements for the Utsav, and
giving away Prasad to everyone who came tbhere,
On the following Sunday about 2000 persons were
entertained to a sumptucous feast. Nearly zo00
students of the Berhampur Collerze came and
helped with thelr untiring services to make the
celebration a success. A new and remarcanle
feature of the Utsav this year was the arrival of one
Sapkirtan party after another from Meoehula and
ether adjacent villages, singing the glories of Sri
Ramakrishna’s Name, which fired all with a
transport of devotion, not experienced before.

Tigeyrhive's rr—ebe®- el

AT THE MATH, ALLAIABAD
The Anniversary day waschserved in a Lelitthp
way with Puja and distribution of Prasad ifrgm g
4. m., to I p. m, and Bhajana from 2 to 6 p. m.

AT DACCA

The festival was comwemorated with great joy
and devotion for the whole day. T'he prograrme
observed was as follows: & to 1z a. n:, chanfing
of hymns, singing, readings trom Sri Ramzkeishna-
Punihi and Sri Ramakrishpa-Iathamrita, and the
Kirtana on the Goshthalila or shepherd Life of Sni
Krishna. From 12 a m. to 3 p. m., songs and
Sankirtana; from 3 to 5 p. m., lectures on ‘ Real
Worship” and ‘ Yuga-Dharma’ by vol. Satish Ch,
Sarkar and Sj. Kamini Komar Sen, B. L.; and
from § to 12 p. m., singing of the late Krishna-
kamal Goswami’s devolional musical play entilled
< The Divine Madness of Sri Radha.’ |

AT NOARTIALI

The Ramakrishna birthday ceremeny began
on the 1oth. 2ad lagted for full one wueek, Tvery

day Sapkirian was held and Prasads dictributed to
the assembied gentlemen.  QOne gpaeinl iontore this
year has been the distribution of prizes to the
writers of best essays on Swami Vivekananda’s Life
and Teachings. On Sunday the 23th. of. IFeb,
Prasads were distributed to about 1.800 perscns
and about 300 beggars given one poe ol rice each.

AT OTHER CENTRES OF THE R, K. MISSION

The 7gth. birthday anniversary of 5ri Ramakrishna
was also commemorated in a ‘befitting way at the
Advaita Ashrama, Mayavali, at the R, K. Mission,
Barisal, at the Anatbbandhu Samiti, Salkbia,

and at various other centres and Societies of the
Ramakrishna Mission in Indja and abroad.

NEWS AND MISCELLANIES
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NEWS AND MISCELLANIES

( CULLED AND CONDENSED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES)

Tar Tsar has granted a pension of 10,000

“roubles (£ '1,000) a year to Count Tolstoy’s widow.

THr world’s oldest woman at present is in Gera
many. She has ceiebrated her 125th. birthday. Her
son is aged 89. Her descendants now number 200,
and she has two great-great-great-grand-children.

Post Offices were first established in 1464. The
first watches were made at Nurenberg in 1477.
1'he ficst printing press was set up at Copenhagen
in 1493. Modern needles first came into use in
1545. The first wheeled carriages were used in
France in 1559. The first newspaper was published
in England in 1588, Telescopes were invented in
1590. The first balloon ascent was made in 1783,
Giass windows were first introduced into England
in the eighth century. The first sulphur match
was made in 1829. The first iron steamship was
buiit In 1830. The first steel pen was made in

1630. Enveiopes were first used in 1839. The first

angsthetics were used in 1844. Coaches were first
used in England in 1860.

Swamiji's birthday anniversary was celebrated at
Shulay, i Bangalore, by the members of the
Vivekananda Sangham. A fine enlargement of the
saint was decorated in a grand Pearl Vimanam
and. placed in the Ishwari Devasthan where some
Bhajana parties performed music. Mr. G, V,
Gopalakrishnaswamy Naidu Garu entertained the
audience with a discourse on the life and teach-
ings of the great Teacher. Mangalarathi and dis-
tribution of Prasad, attar &c. closed the function.

'Trz Vivekananda Jayanti was celebrated at
Conjeeveram on the 12th, and r3th, Jan. with much
enthusiasim, One marked feature of this year’s cele-
bration was the ladies’ gathering, The programme
of the evening consisted of reading papers on the
life and teachings ol the Swamiji, by respectable
ladies. "The meeting finally adopted a resolution to
organise monthly meetings of ladies for discourses
on spiritual and social amelioration of the com-
munity. Next day the 13th. saw the celebration of
the event by the gentlemen of the town.

On the evening of Thursday the 11th. Jan. the

Birthday of Swami Vivekananda was celebrated m

the T'own Hall at Bapatla under the auspices of the

local “ Hindu Bala Samaj,” Mr. S. A. Pancha-

pagesa Aliyar, B. A, L. T., F.1.8, the Head Master of
the B, H. School, presided. Mr., C. Venkatadri Pan--
tulu, B. A., spoke on Swamiji and his Teachings,
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After a Telugu speech, Brahmasri V.R. Deekshitulu
F. T. S., the President of the Samaj read out some
choice extracts from the Swami’s jectures regarding
his antipathy to Trevolutionary social reforms.
Next followed Brahmasri V. Advaita Brahma Sastry,
the agent of the Sringeri Mutt, who expatiated on
the responsibilities of an ideal Sannyasin.

In the course of noticing the Ramakrishna
Festival at the Belur Math, the * Amvita Bazar
Patyika’ observes, that the four steamers which plied
from morning to evening must have carried nearly
two lakhs of people to the Math, if not more, and
makes mention of “the indefatigable and heavenly
work of the young volunteers who worked like
Trojans to help the visitors. Lost properties and
boys and girls were promptly recovered with the
help of the enquiry office and the arrangements of
the Math authorities were all that could be desired.
The sight that met the eyes during the time of
feeding was unique. Europeans, Moslems and
Hindus sat together and sometimes ate from the
same plates.”

Tur Seringapatam Vivekananda Society celebrated
the zoth. birthday anniversary of Swami Viveka-
nanda in a way befitting the occasion. A beautitul
picture of the Swamiji was decorated with ferng
and flowers, The day began with the worship on
Vedic lines at about 7 a. m. The feeding of the
poor was a special feature of the occasion, Streams
of people both Brahmins and non-Brahmins num-
bering about 1000 flowed from town and neighbour-
ing villages to the Sri Chamarajendra Memorial
Ghat where the treat was given.
there were Harikatha and Bhajana performances.
Everywhere were heard the words—‘ Live, work
and die for the Holy Cause!” It seemed the
whole atmosphere was charged with religions zeal.

At about 8 p. m. the portrait of the Swamiji, sur-
rounded by the ¢ Prabbhavali,”’ the outward symbol
of the holy aura, was taken in procession through
the streets accompanied to the sound of the tabor
and pipe. The procession returned at about 12
mid-night and the festival was brought to a close
with music and the distribution of * Prasad.”

It is known to many of our readers that Swami
Bodhananda has been conducting the work of
preaching and teaching the Vedanta with much
success at the Vedanta Society of Pittsburgh, PA.,
U.S.A., since its inception in 1go7. The programme
of his work for the season Oct. '11to June ’12,
consists of : (1) A public lecture every Sunday, (2)
A course of lessons on the Upanishads every Tues-
day, (3) Practical Meditation and a short discourse
every Thursday, and (¢) A course of lectures on
‘Sankhya philosophy, every Saturday. The follow-
ing are the subjects of his public lectures during

In the evening

APR,

April to June, 1912 i—

April—7yth, Whence, Why, Whither. 14th, Son-
ship, 21st. The Path of Perfection, 28th. God—
He, She or t7?

May—sth, Does the World Need to be Christian«
ised or Humanised? 12th. Mediumship and
Sageship. 1gth. Truth the Test of Authority or

Authority the Test of Truth ? 26th., The Ideal Man

is the Epitome of the World.

June—aznd. Puysics and Metaphysics. gth. Life
Abundant. 16th. Steps to Re#lisation. 23rd.
Repose, Relaxation and Rest, 20th. ¢ Avise, Awake,
and Stop Not Till the Goal is Reached.”
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...Ramakrishna Paramahamsa proclaimed to the
world the divinity contained in the service of man,
and as a concrete exampie of that idea gave to the
world Swami Viveananda. Thus they represent
between them an idea and a fulfilizent of that idea
in the practical world, Hence when their hallowed
names come to our lips it is not their mortal
frame oOr their mere physical existenca that rises bé-
fore us, but 1t is that formless thing for which they
stood as physicai concorete embodiments,  So if we
are not hypocriies, if we have the samblance of
a desire to be trus to what we do, and if we want
honestiy te realize what it is that we arz doing, we
should dive deep and find cut exacily for ourselves
the significance of the great Bhagavan Svi Rama-
krist:na Paramazbamsa. Wealth and riches he
abhorred, fame and glory he did not covet. Re-
nouncing the world, he concentrated his whole
mental and physical energy in the search of God,
in the worship of God. He propounded the great
theory that in the service of man lay the worship of
God, and so he exhorted one and all to extend an
all-embracing love towards humanity in general.
To preach the gospel and to actin this manner he
sent to the worid his feremost disciple, Swami
Vivekananda. To raise the oppressed and the
depressed, to elevate the condition of the masses,
to send a ray of hope into their lives by showing
that there was divinity in them as well, and to so
ameliorate them that they may earn more and suffer
less, were all clearly enunciated as the duty of
every man towards his country and countrymen.
We have to apprehend this aspect.......Not in mere
pratse or mere worship consists our reverence. Weg
must realise these ideas within ourselves, and try
to follow them in our daily lives. It is then and
then alone that we shall have any right to mention
with any personal satisfaction those great names.
Let us therefore breathe his spirit, in our humble
way, into ourselves, and try to do something at
least in our daily lives that would go to show
that we had understood the purpose with which
the Bhagavan came down “into this = material
worldeveoo.'~—The Mysore Times, March 2, 12,

*




