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7" ) vou remendbe: the anges at Hiuishas
k5 ke<lt ¥ That cicar blushh water —n
which one car count the fius cf fishes
five yards Thelew 1{lie suitace,—{hat
wonderfully sweet, ice-celd ‘' chrarming
water of the Gawuges,”’ and that wonder-
ful sound of “*Iiaia, Bara’’ of the ruamre
water, and tlie eclio of “‘Hara, Haia’’
from the neighbecurine mouunla‘n-folls?
Do you remember that life in the feiest,
the begwing of Madhukarit alms, cating
on small islauds of rock in the bed of the
Ganges. hxeaitv drinking cof that water
with the paluis, and the f{eatless wander-
ing of fishes al’ eround {or crumbe of
bread? Y ou temember that luve for Gan-
ges water, that ¢loiy of the Ganges. the
touch of 1tg water that makes the mind

- e

*Wiitten en 1oute to the West o a fellow-dizeiple
t Meanmyg collectsd from dogt Lo doeos

L 3

A ransialed from Gengolt

dispassionale, that Ganges flowing over
the Humalayas, through Srinagar, Tehri,
LUttatkast, and Gangotii,—some of you
have seen even the source of the Ganges!
But there 15 a certail unfergettable fasci«"
nation in out Ganges of Calcutta, muddy,

o=

ard whitish-—as t{ from contack:: ¥
Shiva’s bedy-—and beating a la?gé%&jzgﬁéf
cf ships on her besom. Is it éﬁaﬁrely
patriotism eor the impressions of ohiife=
hood?—Who kunows? What womderful
refation 1s tlis hetween Mother Gaﬁfig‘gsr
atd the Hindus? Ts it merely supefStia~
tton? May be. They spend their 1i¥es
wilh the name of Canga on their lips,
they die immersed in the water of the'-
Ganges, men from far-off places take away’
Langes water with then, keg’*‘%ﬁg earefully" ~
i copper vessels, aud sip drops of it on-
acly festive occasions. Kings and princes
Beep 1L 1 Jars, and at considerable exe ”
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pense take the water from Gangotri to
pour it on the head of Shiva at Ram-
eshwar? ‘The Hindus visit foreign coun-
tries~——Rangoon, Java, Honkong, Mada-
gascar, Stiez, Aden, Malta,—and they take
with them Ganges water and the Gita.
The Gita and the sacred water of the
Ganges constitute the Hinduism of the
Hindus. Last time I went to the West,
I also took a little of it with me, fearing
it might be needed, and whenever op-
portunities occurred I used to drinka few
drops of it. And every time I drank, in
the midst of the stream of humanity,
amid that bustle of civilisation, that hurry

APR,

of frenzied footsteps of millions of men
and women inn the West, the mind at once
became calm and still, as it were. ‘That
stream of men, that intense activity of
the West, that clash and competition at
every step, those seats of luxury and
celestial opulence—Paris, London, New
York, Berlin, Rome—all would disappear
and I used to hear that wonderful sound of
‘t Hara, Hara,’’ to see that lonely forest
on the sides of the Himalayas, and feel
the murmuring heavenly River coursing
through the heart and brain and every
artery of the body and thundering forth,
‘ Hata, Hara, Hara'’ |

Sl - -ty i

OCCASIONAL NOTES.

THE human aspect of the life of Sri
Ramakrishna is a fitting commentary

on theteachings of Vedanta which preaches
an Impersonal-personal, a Transcendent-
imanent Divinity. The ordinary mis-
conception about Vedantic thought is
that it detaches itself from all terrestial
interests and gives no truth-significance
to the play of human life, its interests,
and hopes, faculties and powers. To
thisik that life, its activities, en-
deavours and ideals cannot ensoul the
spirit of the Brahman, that the rays of
Truth cannat play in and around them,
uplifting their significance,is singularly
to misunderstand the Vedanta and un-
necessarily limt its potencies and pos-
sibilities. Whether we regard the en-
lightened life of the spiritual being as
vidya maya, or as the manifestation in
the particular and finite, of a time-less,
and self-existent Absolute unaffected by
the limitations of manifestation, it matters
very little in the end, so far as the spirit-

uwal possibilities of life are concerned.
We may, following Sankara and his tran-
scendent school, 1n the interests of main-
taining the stainlessness and unchange-
ability of Brahman, say that the life of
spiritual knowledge under crealion is the
nearest approach to the Absolute, or
following the Saiva-Shakta Agama, say
that in creation the Paramashiva re-
mains unaffected by the limitations, the
duality and change of manifested life,—it
comes to pretty much the same effect in
practical life. In both views it is main-
tained that the Absolute is true in its own
truth, that it does not owe any of the
truth of its being to manifestation and
depend for its existence on the Universe,
It is an Absolute, not in the making, but
made, accomplished already, a parinssthiia
vaste and created manifestation is an
aspect of the Reality, but an aspect which
can be filled with the truth's own being,
either in the view of its being the tiearest
step to the Absolute, sarnihsia, or as the
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Absolute being stainless, nzrenjana, un-
affected by ignorance orbondage. As there
are infiniteaspects of the Abselutelooked at
from the standpoint of manifestation,there
are possible infinite approaches to it, and
this furnishes the basis for the progress
and the advance of the Spirit in life em-
bodying more and more comprehensive
aspects of the Spirit. Vedanta, rightly
understood, does not destroy the life-
movement but explains and uplifts 1it.
The life-endeavour, its impulses, ideals
and activities are accepted, but without
their limitations, their bondage-producing
effects, in their soul-expanding and truth-
ensotling aspects.

In this life of Sri Ramakrishna we find
no abnormality, no inhumanity, nothing
which is alien to human hopes and
aspirations or strange to its mentality.
His outward life was in its interests and
actions like an ordinaryhuman being’s, but
with the light of Divinity playing in and
around it. This eccentricity and abnormal-
ity develops in lives which are intoxicated
orcarried away by the transcendent aspect
of the Brahiman and cannot reconcile it
with manifestation or cannot see the same
Spirit underlying all the levels of being.

If the whole of humman nature is of a
piece, then one’s vyavakare should melt
easily into the paramartia and although
the lower truth will be transcended in a
higher, yet in descending to a lower level
of being, the truth gathered in a higher
realm, will broaden and universalise the
former by the light of its greater trutl,
without denying the element of truth in
it ordisplacing the reality that belongsto it
tn its own plane, As Swami Vivekananda
said: ‘' As one’s instinct does not contra-
dict reason, so true intuition cannot con-
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tradict reason.” Of course as a result of
reaching the Spirit, the lower powers,
faculties and reason, will be consider-
ably broadened and extended, they will be
hlled with the spirit’s significance of umi-
versality and unity., In passing from one
level of being to another, one will not
feel any incapacity of making it part
of a total harmony. The change of the
centre of being from one tc aneother will
not imply a strangeness or incapacity of
moving in ils midst, Sri Ramakrishna
said: ‘‘’The Supreme Bhakta accepts all
the states, Jagrat, Svapna and Sushupti,
and sees the presence of God in all of
them.”” ‘Thus we find ix the life of Sri
Ramakrishna, his outward state of mind
melted easily into his inner mental state,
bhava avastha, and hs bhave avastha
into his spiritual state, Samadhi. He
moved among them as freely as going
from one familiar rcom to another, and
was alive and aware in all of them.

it is only when che transcendent-tnt-
versal Self has not been made a part of
the whole being, a habitual centre of
activity, that the spiritual life betrays
that disharmouny and incompatibility
in different grades of being. It is then
that living in one plane brings amn
incapacity of living in another, with
knowledge. Then, those eccentrities and
abnormalities appear, which: are i reality
a sort of bulwark against the recapture of
the new citadel of Self by the limitatiom
and exclusive imunersion it the lower he-
ing. But as Sti Ramakrishna would say,
“t A king’s son can go up all the stories ef
the royal house and come down, but the
lower officers only to the antechamnber eor
the outer appartments, similiarly a wise
knower in the spiritual house.” He
moves thraugh all with sovereign mastesy
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and 1s equally at home in all. He is
master of all and has a powerful hold on
all of them.

Therefoie we find in the life of Sri
Ramakrishna an awaleness and ahveness
on the physical plane and a vigoious grip
on it. His pliysical perceptivns weie
keen, his observalion muute, but all
enlightened by the knowledge of the uni-
versal Spirit in which he lived. Every
physical fact, incident, object was estima-
ted aright, was given its tiue value, found
its right place and relation in ithe har-
mony of the whole. His visions did not
displace the physical tiuth of things
and facls in their owu plane, Lut
brought down from on high and added to
it something which the evidences of the
sense do not give us, but which included
it in a higher order of tiulhs and valnes,
freed from their exclusite and partitive
aspects. For example, the ordinary vision
sees in  physical objects, discr=te, dis-
continuous objects separated from one an-
other, while he saw themn as emzbraced and
held.in a countinuous ocean of consciocus-
ness. As lie said : ‘I feel as if all the ob-
jects are floating in an ocean of conscious-
ness, like pillows tossed on the waves.”’
“As quring the rainy season, the whole
earth is saturated with water, so are all
objects saturated with consciousness.”’

i cmatbry gt

Again because he could know the truth
of things directly in a yogesu vision, it did
not render him incapahle of observing and
using his reasoning faculiies and discrimi-
pation in coming to a 1ight conclusion
ahout things and events in kis more
normal moods of mind. He was respon-
sivetoall the external signsand indicatlions
of physical objects, which (he ordinary
miud accepts through the gates of the
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senses, to think and reflect o1t them in
order to arrive at a 1ational understanding
of them and conslitct tdeas and systems.
but because of his reaching a freer and
mote expansive andiniense state of cons
scioustiess, he was sware of them in thetr
own level with a gieater precision and
mintiteness and his reasoning on themn
was fiee from (he cxclusiveress and
pattiality of the rationalistic mind, by bhe-
ing co-ordinated with the wider truths
and 1elations whiclh are seen behind the
phenomena of life. For example, the
rational nmind observing the operation of
forces in matter and life consnivets the
idea of a static and dynamic element,
a positive and negative polatisalionin tueit
operation, bul il is oniy .2 the abstiact
intelligence, oulside or life, and has modi-
fying induence on the innet consclousness,
nol a patt and paicel of being, H11 Rama-
krishna artived at tlhie very tauth bv the
pawer of disciimunation, btt he saw 1t
more intimately bv 1e-vieving it in bhis
iner vision as Lut the conjorat aclion of
{wo, yet oune, conscious piinciples, Shivas«
Shakti, in the whole plienomena of this
univeise, ‘Theie is thas no pariidon of
trith, and what s a fact of tlie inner
mental woild is also one of the outer life,
bul there piojected into a moie limited
and mechanical aperation. As a 1esult, it
became a living truth of being, an operaz-
tion and movement of tlie conscious bes
ing and not a mere mechanical law, ex-
plaining all phenomena, but outside of hu-
man life and expetience. The gist is, that
the spiritual life does mnot allogether
negate one order of truth. bhut rescties it
fiom limitations and makes it Lo be seen
11t the greatet light of a higher order. It
does not blunt our perceptiuns of physical
things bul makes them mole responsive
to all that they convey to the sense; if
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does not aiminish the strentuousness of
thinking but broadens and ensouls it by

the truth of a universal conscions being.

Similarly in the emotional being, we
find in Sri Ramakrishna a great human
and personal force of living, but rescued
from its narrowing and binding cffectis by
its belng attuned to the universal life of
Spirit. The realisation of the traunscendent
truth of Vedanta did not make hiim 1n-
capable of humaw love, by his regardine all
human affections as the foinents of maya,
a bondage and
trampled under.
exceeding the

snpare to be avoidea aud
e
power of porseial atlach-
ment, but it broueht no reacticu of bon-
dage, lgnorance deiusion,
life itself is a meﬁment of the bii
soul, altlioupglinow gj
and clouded operati
goul of man. Wiieu Lh"zs 1 seet 1L 1S (oS-
sible to give onesell 1p to an oivect, with
all the tremendous force of the love of the
finiversat oelf, and evew in personal love
to live 1n uuison witl dimiversal life, "Then
the universal principle is reached and
personal love attaining that levelbrings no
contracting aud narrowing eilect on life,

oved intenseiy, far

b |

ang Hiuaiman
ag ot the
soted 11ito a Lluvited

ol 111 the persenal

The life of Sr1 Ramakrishua ag an em-
bodiment of Vedants therefore belies the
charge that Vedanta gives no truth-sigui-
ficance to huwman life, s strivings and
interests, faculties and powers, but by
abstracting onefromn ‘¢ as a total unreality
produees a questionable, nu-hiutman, other-
worldly perfection. It does not destroy
the powers of being and life bul ensounls
them with truth. They are broadened

and expanded, placed on the right founda-
tion of Lh Soirit,  Instead of initiating
a hmited and duabious aclion, they are
taken for their truth which raises the
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present crude iife of humanity into the
stature of a semi-divinitv and uphits the
natural and raw life of man into the im-
age of a powerful and universal spiritual
living.

SWAMI VIVEEKANANDA AND 5RE
RAMAKRISTHINAL
Thetr Shurilnal Keloition.

" RENDERED FROM SWAMI SARADANANDA'S

“LALarRASANGA)
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Continued from page 59,

non people biindly
d the e:ﬂ;a;_,;ll;ﬁhm:ﬁ tandards and oninions
Narendraunath as

4,
g L com PO ﬂ‘.’% III{F

Gl ﬂGEieﬂw t‘r:- G 111%%(}07*

of a haughty and Bohemian fem *; anrent,
indging from the outsides of b as::‘timm,_
but Hri Bamakrisitna never ~£u‘ 11ito the
ganie mistaken juc gmmlt with regard to
hit. Prom their first meeting hieunderstood
that the appearance of hauteur and pride

in him was but the external manifestation
of his great faith in himself arising irom
the conscionsness of the great and iittate
powers of his mind,—his unlesitating
free dealings were but indicative of and
hased on his iamer self-coutrol, and his
indifierence to popular opinion was born
of the bliss of a stainless conscience
which his pure nature gave him. He
understood that the incoruparable charac-
ter of Narendra would blooin iike a fulls
blown lotus and be estabiished in its own
oreatness and glory. Then coming im cotn-

T
A o

£
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tact with the suffering and distressed mor-

tals, the pride and hauteur of his charaes
ter would melf into amood of iniinite com-
passion, his great faith in himself would
be the means of re-establishing the lost
faith aud confidence in depressed hearts
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and the freedom of his conduct established
on an inner self-control would indicate it-
self to others as but 3 means and manifes-
tation of the true freedomn of the Self.

Thus we find that Sri Ramakrishna was
wont to praise Narendranath highly be-
fore all. Even knowing that hearing such
praise overtly before all, the weak mind of
man might be puffed up with pride and
might take him to ruin, Sri Ramakrishua
departed from the rule in the case of
Narendranath, because he felt sure that his
mind was above all such petty weaknesses.
From a few incidents illustrating this, the
reader will understand.

One day Sri Ramakrishna was sitting
in company with the famous Brahmo
leaders like the high-souled Keshab,
Vijoy and others, 'The youthful Nareudra
was also sitting there. Sri Ramakrisha in
an introspective mood locked with delight
at Keshab and Vijoy. After a while
looking at Nareundranath the picture of
the glorious future of his life was depicted
in vivid colours before his mind and he
compared it in his mind with the
mature life of Keshab and others. When
the assemblage broke up, he said: ''I saw
that Narendra had in full eighteen of
the powers, by one of which Keshab has
attained such eminence in the world.
Again I saw that the flame of the light of
knowledge was burning brightly in Keshab
and Vijoy, but looking at Narendra I
found as if the sun of knowledge was
shining dispelling even the least trace of
ignorance and delusion.” Weak-ntinded
people devoid of introspection would have
swelled in pride at hearing such high
praise from the lips of Sri Ramakrishna,
but it produced an altogether different
effect in the mind of Narendranath, His
mind, endowed with penetrative inner
vision, turned upon itself for self-exami-
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nation and dispassionately comparing the
great qualities of Keshab and Vijoy with
his own mental state found himself un-
worthy of such high praise, and strongly
protesting against the words of Sri Rama-
krishna he said: ‘' Sir, what do you say?
Hearing such words from you, people will
take you to be mad. Where is the world-
famous Keshab and high-souled Vijoy and
where am I, an insignificant school-boy!
Please do not make such statements coni-
paring me with them.” Sri Ramakrishna,
pleased with him at this, said: “What
shall I do? Do you think it is I whe speak
such words? It is the Divine Mother
who showed me like that and so I said.
The Mother never shows me anything
but truth and therefore I said so.”

Sri Ramakrishna would not obtain re-
lease from the arguments of Narendranath
by simiply saying that ‘‘the Mother Divine
had shown me or spcken through me.”
Doubting the truth of his visions,
Narendranath would sometimes say in
reply: “Who can say whether the Mother
has shown you or you haveseen soby your
own mental imaginings? If I saw such
things I would doubtless conclude that I
was seeing so by my itmagination. Western
sctence and philosophy have proved bee
yond doubt that our senses deceive tts many
times. And add to that if the desire
for a special vision is always awake in
the mtind, then, with this bias, our seuses
are sure ta deceive us at everystep. Youlove
me and desire tc see me great in every
way, therefore such visionscome to you.'*

Thus adducing proofs and illustrations
by which Western physiology and science
have by empirical investigation and re-
search sought to prove the self-existent
and intuitive truths of religion as errone-
ous, Narendranath would proceed to ex-
plain the matter to Sri Ramakrishna, Sri
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Ramakrishna in his high spiritual moods
would regard such childish endeavours on
the part of Narendranath as indicative of
his love and advocacy of truth and feel the
more pleased with him,

But in his normial moods, the strong
arguments of Narendranath would over-
power his simple aud childlike innocent
mind and set up a commotion of doubt
therein. Then perplexed lie would think,
'“ Really, Narendranath is deveted to truth
heart and soul, and is not a man to ntter
a lie. In the minds of such persons so
hrmly devoted to truth, nothing but true
thoughis arise—so the scriptures say.
Are then my visions affected by error?”’
Again lie would think: ‘But many
times before I verified that the Divine
Mother did not show me anything but
truth and similaitly I was assured again
aund again by Her own words; why
then does the truth-loving Narendra say
that my visions are fabrications of my
imagination, and why does not his mind
feel them as true ¢’

Cast inlo this doubt, he would ask the
Divine Mother for a solution and hearing
Her assuring words—'* Do not listen to
his {(Narendranath’s) words., Afterwards
he (Narendranath) would admit the truth
of your visions’’—he would feel composed
and his donbts laid to rest. As anillustra-
tion of this the incident of one day would
bring the mattetr home to the reader’s
mind.

At that time the Brahmo movement
was divided into two parties over
the question the Cooch-Behar Marriage
and as a result the Sadharan Brahmo
Samaj had been established. Narendra-
nath visiting Keshab Chandra now and
again would also regularly join the Sunday
worship of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj
and sing devotional songs. For some

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA, AND SRI RAMAKRISHNA ¥0

reason Narendranath could not visit Sri
Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar for two or
three weeks. Disappointed at daily ex-
pecting him he decided to go to Calcutta
persoinally and meet Narendra there. He
then reminded himself of the fact {hat the
day being Suuday, Narendra might not be
at honie but out to meet some {riends,
and decided that as he was sure to he
present at the evening woiship of the
Brahmo Samaj he would nieet him there.
Again lie bethought himself that liis un-
expected presence might be the cause of dis-
pleasure to Bralimo devotees, bttt remember-
ing that a similar appearance at Keshab’'s
Samaj on his part, had given nothing but
delight and that Vijoy, Shivanath and other
leaders of the Sadltaran Sauaj had visited
him at Dakshineswarmany timesand knew
him well he decided to go. Thus the simple
mind of Sr1 Ramakrishina came to a simple
conclusion but forgot to take intoaccount
one fact. The fact thal many in the
Sadharan Samaj had left off visiting him
at observing the change in the religious
views of Keshab and Vijoy by theit comn-
ing inn contact with him, did gpot rise in
his mind. And naturally so—for he had
all his life felt the truth that as the hu-
man mind ascends higher and higher
spiritual planes and advancesin the path
of spiritnal progress, the previous religious
views broadens aud changes. He did
not suspect that the truth-loving Brahios
always fighting so long for the establish-
ment of truth would endeavour to set a2
limit to spiritual realisation and follow 2z
different path.,

It is the time of the evening worship
and the tide of devotion welling up from
the hearts of a hundred Bralimo devotees
ascended high and high in unison with
the Vedic utterances of ' Satyam Juanam,
Anantam (the Existence, Knowledge and
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Infinite)’’ and miugled in the holy feet of
w11 Bhagavan., The woishp avd meditation
ended av1io meiease the devotionand opie-
it 1al {fervour of the develees, the Acharya
addiessed wotds ef spaitual instiuctien
to the cepoiegalien from the palpit, Al
such a titwe St Raumakiislina entered the
Manadir {temple) andadvanced towards the
Acharya seated in the palptt. Many aimnoug
the gation had seen liim belore

SRITR Ham‘efi}m the news of his arrival soon

CONYTE

spread amony the congregation and thiose
wlio had not vod up

seer hiiim bhefore elc
He bhench to have a

such  disorvder
e assenihly the Acharya
{.'?;_ﬁ&;’&sua,i frow s wmé:; aid Nao
the

Censon. of

crendranati
izl of conorecation
iiis sud-
thicre came and stood by the
Bul neither the
itember of

siiling ot e
i P . TI_ o . .'{.. .
hrcensia iy e
: - 1
AR AL I VR
> SR SO A 1 TUNOPUR [N SRR
stcder of M) Ratnaxiisiga.,
Ay prouwvgent
- 5 ¥ L]
{ e Hamai recewved hiw,and knowige him
CHIIEE

to be the of hrivguy a change 111

the rvebigious views of Vioy and ethers
appeared reluctant to shiow lum eveu Lhe
comuion courtesies.

Sri Ramaktishna without locking to-
watds any directics came neatr the pulpd
and fell into a trance. Then the eagerness
of Lthie people Lo see huu 1t that condition
intereased the pievious disorder; and find-
ing it impossible to stop 1l and with a
view to break up the ceougregatien all the
oas Huhts of the 100w were switched eoff.
Asa tesult there wasa great comunotion in
the asscmblage 1 trying to ceme outside
from Lhe daikiess.

Finding nobody in the Samaj recetving
Sri Ramakitishna with cordiality, Narendra
felt much pained. He was hard pul to
take him oul of the Alandsm. Afterwards
when he camne to hiimsclf he brought him

otlside by Lhe back doot and taking hiim in

f% ?ﬁa

a coiriage accompanied him to Dakshiness
war, Nitendra said: '‘Seemg him receive
such a tepnit that dav I caunot say hew
paned Iiclt., How much I censuied himn
for I's aclion! Bl utterly unimmoved at
the above incident Le paid uot the least
heed te v woids.

‘Y Seeine him Dbesteow not the least
thought on himsell inn great love for me,

I did not shrink {rom using haxd words
e 1111.;;1. [ said: ' If it was true as is
written in the Puranas, that the King
Bharat by coutinuously thinking abeut a
decr was reborn after death asa deer, then
vou should he careful and think aboul the
your continasusly dwelling in
nind onme. S cishita it his
chrld-like stmple mind would {eel auxious
' Wes 1t 1s true,

restilt of
Kawma g
at such words,  He szaid,
but whal shail T dethienr Lieel great long-
i to see yeu.!  ln great remmorse lie
went to speak to the Divine Mothet about
1t but returned smiling and satd: ‘' T would
ot listen to vyour words., The Divine
Mciher sald: You see the Naravana (the
Lord) in lim (WNarendra) and therefore
The day you won't see
the Liord 1o ia1, vou will net be able to
fook al hiimever. Thus all my previcus
atguments he brusked aside by one woid
that day.”’

yoir love hiim.,

(Lo be continued.)

Siuch a uuique petsonality like that of
S1i Ramakiishna,—a synthesis of the
utuios! possibilities of Juana, Yega, Bliakts
and Kaima has mnever before appeared
antong mankind, He is a tiue disciple
and foliower of Sri Raurakiishna whose
chatacler 18 peifect and all-sided Iike his.
The toimation of such a petfect character
is the 1deal of tlus age. and everyone
should strive foi that,

~—Swvami Vivekananda,
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A PEEDP INTO SRT RAMAKRISHNA’S PERSONALITY.

IN mote respects than one St Rama.

kvishoa's petsonality was a miarvel of
the nineteenth century, Brought up in the
full olare of modera civilisation we have
certain ustablished unotions about what quali-
ties constitute the notabiiity ef a man at the
present day, and among these we may men-
tou family greatness, persoual grace, learuing,
and soie conspicaows ability such as oratory
or «tatesiaushiy or busiucss capacity ete
These ae cuocugl now-a-days to entitle a
tiat to te called 4 notable person, and 1f in
aedditicr to these e has somne rare motal
trafts so much the better, Buat this  last
item 15 not tive sne gra nor of greatness,
ahrd a man may be caonsidered one of the
greatost oties m spite of bie sadly lacking
o fiis respect. This 1s what the Western
ideals of wivtlisation bave {aught us. Cons
sidered in this light Svi Kamakrishia wonld
et se2m to have wuch clfance of comparing
with the other celebiities of his time, for
spparcntly be had noune of the accomplish.
tnenis above enuincerated, except for the last
oire, He came, as we all kuow, of a poer
Bralimin family tir an out of the way village,
had no persenal comeliness te bodst of;, was
innocent of education and never showed his
ability as « writer or platform speaker, much
less as a statesman, Still it caunot be doubted
that he s his life-titne did command a great
amount of respect from the worthies of tiie
day, such as Babu Keshab Chandra Sen,
Pandit Sasadhar Tarkachudamani and Dr,
Maheudralal Sarkar—to mention only two or
three out of many-—and what is stranger, is
becoming more and more famous after lLis
exit from the world, as days pass on. This
sttent vet wide-spread recogaition which, not-
withstanding his challenge to the idols of
the nineteenth century, Sri Ramakrishna has
succeeded 111 wresting from the moderu world,
fs a fiuct which compels us tu look deepsr for

charm over the people he came across,

yvears used to seek his holy company,

the secrel springs of his power and influence,
W aag, theu, was the seciet of his greatness #
The frst answer that comes to our lips s
that it was bis wonderful character—its
pirity aud simplicity—that exerted such
The
power cf the flesh we find so ceverwhelming,
and the temptations of the senses so difficult

to resist, that we canncet help expressing our

genuine sense of wonder when we meet &
pevsouality hke Sri Rawmakiishna to whom
the very idea of lust was as foreigu as heat
i ice or darkness i the sun, and who leoked
gapot every femimne form as that of the
Divine Mothet whose faveured child le was,
And so deep-rocted was this attitude ia him
that lie would then and there feel like a
child of five whenever a woman ever so
suddenly presented herself before him. This
was, a8 we have said, his characteristic atti-
tude towards the female sex and this it was
that ¢nabled him to mix sc freely with the
numerous lady devotees that {n his later

Ane.
other most powerful attraction that we find

swaying the hearts of men is that of money,

and th (his respect too Sri Ramdakrishna was
as tnvulnerable as an mfant, In fact, he had
taken such pains te root out the very idea
of possession, and his success in it was so
complete that he could not bear the touch of
coints, and 1f any was without s knowledpe
secreted under his wattress, his feet auto-
maticaily refused to touch the hed! To one
who thus looked npot wealth as 4 bendage,
as 4 barrier between the Divine Presence
aud the devotee, the temptation of riches
was of no potence at all. Freed from these
two bouds, sex and weaqlth, and having not
the least hankering for fame, he moved like a
child through the world, captivating the
hedrts of all wio saw hiim,

Side by side vt the punity aud stapli-
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elty was noticeable in E'ii'l'za aty abundance of
iwove for all-—a love to which we
selduim see a p;-treﬂiei o1 eartn, wmch kuew o
Iimitations of time or place or circumstances,
which was the spontaneous ouiflow of his
wonderfully sympatheatic beart -—which never
cared for any return, which included the sia-
ner as well as the saint, and which led hin to
offer his whole life at the
He had  realised what a terribie suliering
iffe on earthh meaut, disgovering e
sovereign bahm to it, passicoately invited all
to partake of that and be bicssed, This love
of hiis was all the more remarkable as 11 had
its birth in n visiotn of {aunauvent
Divinity-—whicl G m actnally to see
the Lord of the Universe in ail beings, and
so there was 1o chance ¢f this love being
shaken b} ah} ontward
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the svils of life,
tears whenever g was
under his care i
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undergo a lony series of
could be of any service to the least of mane
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of the soul over the hody, of moral force oves
intellectual or physical endowments,
Master’s Samadhi ftiew bow  radiant and
magnetic in nfivence hiz connfenance at that
time was! No mere physical beanty could
stand by it. It solaced as it ennobled the
beholders, transiating them nnconsciously 1o
altogether new beiphis of  experience, and
the memory of that scenz bas been abiding
with them. Intellectually, too, he was a
prodigy, for hiz mind was keen enough to
uncaerstand every shade of thought, and
though daveid of any academical tiaining it
had come to the bighest generalisations by
ways known ounly to itself. His manner of
expression also was uiique, Nobody conld
discinss such aostruse topics with such Jucidity
andd forcefnlness, and his azccurate observation
of the evervday iucidents of life, combined
with his superabundant sense of humour, al-
ways had a telling effect on his  hearers,
sometimes maoving them to teurs, at other
times creating side-sphitting laughbter, some-
times making them feel they were in the
company of a chum, and sometimes striking
thein with awe tlrourh a sense of the tre-
mendons difference between ks levei and
theirs. He was a fascinating singer also, and
would carry his audience into transports
through his tapturous absorption into the
meaning of the devotional sonp be was
rendering. He had a perfect eye for beauty,
and there was nothing inartistic in or about
him, He would instantaneously detect any
the least impropriety in manoer, dress, Ot
talk, and sometimes such aberrations would
give 2 blow to his finely attuned nerves,
Living, as he did, in a splritual level al-
together removed fromn the ordinary stand-
point, his actions and utterances at times
looked like those of 2 maniac, and many who
saw him only once or twice, actually took
him to be one. But upon closer scrutiny
these departures from normal life were found

to be the cutcome not of an undeveloped, but

Those
who bhad the good fortune o witness the
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on the contrary, a super-developed mind. It
was guite {n the fitness of things that hae
refnsed to take thiings at our valuation, For
tstance, when everyone considered the boy
Narendra—the future Swami Vivekananda—
as a scape-grace atagist, 5rf Ramakrishna al-
ways persisted in predicting his future great-
ness. Agaln when he was strongly advised to
give up Babu Girish Chandra Ghosh forusing
stvong language, he on the contrary ordeved for
a carriage 1o @0 and see the dramatist! When
the priest of the Kalighat temples, exaspera-
red by Sri Ramakrishna'’s failure to explaim
{ while in a state of ecstasy ) the reason of
his influence over the rich Mathur Babu,
kicked bim in anger, the lafter, cut of consi-
deration for the man’s safety, bound bhimself
dowi by at oath never to disclose the incident
to Mathor Babu—ior it would surely have
endangered the offender’s life. His attitude
towards the sireet-walkers may also be cited
i point,  But the very fact that his super-
conscious realisations were highly moral and
condacive to the welfare of humanity, and
always came true, as also his unimpeachable
character, showed that he had tapped other
sonrces of knowledge than were accessible to
ordinary men, and that be was not a lunatic
bat a superman, a Seer, to whom Nature had
revealed hier secrets and who was bornr to show
mankind the way o peace and blessedness,
About this extraordinary status of his Sri
Ramakrishna himself was at first doubtful,
and tested in various ways waether the supeg-
natural knowledge that had dawned upon
him was genuine and corroborated by the
scriptures or not, But several great scholars,
of their own accord, declared his zealisations
to be on a par with those of the greatest world-
inovers and Iucarnatious, and the matter was
so indisputably proved that when, in later life,
somme of his devotees would come forward
with the statement that he was an Avatara,
he would dismiss the subject by remarking,
“ Vastly learned men, some versed in all the
six, some in five or four systems of Indian
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Philosophy, have repeatedly pronounced this
body (meaning himself ) an Incarnation, and
now comes a chemist or a theatre-manager
to take up that thread-bare subject! What
do these know of au Avatara?” To him the
final test of truth was supersenstions vealisa-
tion, and by this standaid he bad knowu and
afterwards declared, “lle who was born as
Rama and as Krnishina has now incarnated
Himself in this body (showing himself ).
To us it seems that this kind of testimony of
an inspired soul, in the light of his general
character, is the best means to judge personal-
ities like Sri Ramakrishna. But it is im-
material whether one takes him for an ln-
carnation or simply a perfected man., We
should study his life and character with an
unbiagsed mind and we are all at liberty to
form onr own estimate. But his purity
and “ God-intoxicated ¥ life, far, far above the
ordinary level, his selfless tave and service to
his fellow-beings, his preaching of the har.
mony of religions and passionate cxhortation
to renounce ideas of sex and possession, his
superhuman koowledge and absence of the
ego—these and a thousand other qualities of
head and heart will proclaim him to be one
of the rarest gems the world has produced,
and cne whom all mankind shonld look up
to for inspiration and guidance. The proof
of religion is the life of such personages, and
they serve as the messengers between man
and God. Nay, they are God Himself in the
vesture of flesh—through them percolate
Divine Knowledge and Love for the edifica-
tion of the world, One with the Sat-Chit-
Ananda, the Existence-Knowledge.Bliss
Ahsolute, they are the living embodiment of
Truth, and one touch, one glance of theirs
dispels man’'s beginningless ignorance and
misery. They canuot ke said to be doing
good to the world merety, their very breath
imparts a fresh pulsation of life and energy to
it ; they simply lLove, and the warkd feels n
change for the better, They are not bound
by conditions of time or place, They are

APR,

for all ages aud climes. Universal good is
the result of their advent on eatth—and thc
welfare of the country they counsecrate by
their birth follows as a matter of conrse,
That India has produced a man like Rama.
krishna Paramahamsa is 2 proof that she, the
motherland of spirituality, is living, and her
natmal function of saint-production is at
work now as it was in ancient titnes. This
was one of the graudest discoveries of the
Swamt Vivekananda who epitomised his
estitnate of his Divine Master in thie lollow-
ing pregnant woids - “lIie was the embodi-
ment of all the past religious thought of
India. His life alone made ne under-
stand what the Shastras really meant, and
the whole ptan and scope of the old Shastras,
s What the whole Hindu race has thought
in ages, he Zrved tn one lite, s life is the
living commentary to the Vedas of ali the
nations.” Sri Ramakrishna has inaugurated
a new life-correut into the world, aud 1t hasg
reached the distant shores beyouwt the seas,
stowly transfonning them, with the power
of the spirit over matter, wd aircady the firse
murmurs of this tidal wave are being heard,
The world will be ennobled, mankind will be
uplifted, and the glory of bringing about this
happy regeneration will beloag to India.
Those who can read the signs of the times feel
this. Upon cvery ludian, man or woman,
rests an onerous task,--that of assimilating
Sri Ramakrishna's teachings and sowing
them broadcast into the world—developing an
all-round character like his and converting
others by its influence, There is 1o time to
lose, The world is waiting for this. “ Arise!?

Awake! and stop not till the Goal 15
reached !”

SWAMI MADHAVANANDA,
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA AND THY
HT subject T bave
is Sri Ramakrishna Paramabamsa aud
Higher Religions Synthesis 7 and wmy a‘rhaewm ong
will be based entively upon such of the teachings
and sayings of the great man as are available.
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Sri Ramakrishna " and  hig
“ Sayings.”

Proge o5 a medinm of literary expression is of
comparatively recent origin in onr country and a
method of exprassing profound ideas in a sunple
and easily rememberable manner was a guestion
of necessity with our ancestars who lived in days
prior to the intodacion ol printing, asd this
pational tendency is =il sesn 2t U5 best in the
sayings of persons uniouched by the Western
civitisation, i.lﬂw those who ANOW & subiect
thoroughily weil and thar at &ret hand, have gota
knack of putting things in an abnormally easy

form which is sublime m its simplicny. Bot
these elemients of terszness and simpliciiy ave

found united in Sri Kamaksishna. Henge the tay
volume contairing his savings is crammed with
statements each: of which can be expanded 30
pages, just as the tiny froit of a banyan iree is
cranuned with seeds each of which s capable of
growing in good time intc 2 huge trez capable of
sheltering even big armies in its shadow.

There is no department of spiritual  activity

* An address delivered at the Ramakrishna
Ashrama, Bangalore on the 86th Annjversary ol
the birthday of Sri Ramakrishna Paramabhamsa by
Mr. S. K. Veguanarayana Alyar, M, A., Principal,
Salem College.

HIGHER RELIGIOUS SYNTHESIS ™S
which 5 not foached upon iy s DOOR [DRyINgs

'1-

oi Sn Ramakrishing) and cothing teucned uporn
that bas not been {furtiier illumined, | ;%ke how.
ever, for study to-night only one %tlmq of truths,
those that ’ffw;, been brought under the stgnificant
neadivyg of e 7 Harmony of Religions.”

With sact new ming, save lunerson, & new
gecvat OF auture trangpires and b s iy bumble

oninion that this (ruth, toat all veligions are egually

traec and that any one properly  {ollowed is as
ethcacions a medicine of the soul as any other,
and that therefore there need be no guarrel among
the reiigions of the world which has been taught
5y Ramakrishna is an advance upon the teachings
ot iz’as predecessors

15 a conunon psycnolngical fact thal when a
pmmu io obscssed by a grear thought and wanis
1o express it so 25 30 b andsrstosd by all, ne
uses dificrent similes and hamnets u o e
mind of his hearers in all pt)gsai‘f‘;]e ways,  The
Mustrions author of Sri Lala Trissiee | ot wi&aw
XAt ; who wapnis 1o express the [ded that the
grear Mother is the very esseuce of the mysilc
sytlable #, the gifted poer Sheliey who is i
paptuares on lisceniuy o the divine melody of his
iark whose formy he saes aot, the yreat philosopher.-
noet, §oayumanavar who after experiencing the
ingxprecsible  biiss  of God.realisatios, tries o
zxhaust the vagabulary of sweet things in attempt-
g 20 give us 20 udea of e blisg he experiences,

are some onstancss which prove the truth of my
statemnent.  Shmlarly Sri Ramakrishna also harps

apon  this great theme of harmony of all religions
and inpresses that upon us by no less than ten
different examples and similes as may be seen from
g ¢ Sayings,

it is 'nteresting to unote that Vivekanauda lays
spectal emphasis upon this lesson which he learnt
from his Guru. In fhis well-kuown lecture on
* My Master,” he says that he learnt two truths
from hls teacher, first, that religion i3 not mere
talk or formal observances but reallsatlon, and
the second, that all religions are equally true and
effective as means of salvation.
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That this docirine of Harmony of Religions
strikes us at first sight as good and couvincing zud
that it does not clash any well i
body of truths, goes without saving. It will be
a very dull world indeed it all of us are to think
alike in matters valigious, On the other hand, if
each religion is to cry oul that the truth is its own
monopoly and belongs to none eise, that salvation
is to be got only if persons go through this gate
and through none else, it ieads to bad t-r::ﬂlm_;:;*
atnong peopie who are infended oy dur Divine
Father to live as brothers upon iy veautliual carth
of His. Therefore the best way to tellil Hiz pur-
pose is to see the underlying unity in all these
various paths which ultimately lead on to Him, In
these days when historical criticism has under-
mined the old-wocld noiions of exclusive Keovela-
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Unfortunaizly or tortunately tor us, we cannot
assign Lo religion a secoudary place in the scheme
of our fife and unite togetier mereiv for temporal
pucposes s the Westerner doey and can, We are
niade of a differcnt stuff. Whether for good or evil,
refigion hay abways remained with us as the first
and last concern of itfe.  The separation between
civilisation or cuiture and rehigion Was
atmost complete in the West and which many
a profound thinker of the Wea® deplored as
tendivg to the weakening of both, has scarcely
been possible iu this couniry.  Qur finest pieces
of architecture and sculsture are in our eraples
and our best puet-musicians hive Seen greatl salnts
jike Thyagarvar,
anid arcand  us, religion our
suswmining elernent. It is almost irepossibie for us
Wndians to {orget our religion, much less so for
poiitical and other woridly purposes, [ hat bzing
our palional temperament, a United India is an
apossinilite anlcss it bes & broader hasiy than

whith

Like the bine sky above, below

3% AUgr Deeyn

mere nolitical cxpediency.

Then it might be proposed as an alternative,
whv not givg ap all potms of difference aad all of
us obhserve at religion which coutains the common
points of ali 7 This gointion is not as easy ag it
mighe at fiest appear.  Wholis to julge which are
essential andwhich are non-essential in particuia
religions and what after all will he left if ali these
differences be dropped ¢ Some absiractions will be
left which will perhaps be aceeptabte (o the phile-
sopherin his study  Dut the man tn the street will
no more care to have that lifeless, formiess veligion
as the stav of his soul than he would care to have
as his food a few molecuies of Nitrogen, Oxygen
and other elements that constitule the basie of al
human foocd. The ouly wayv therefors to provide
us atl, the followers of different religions, that form
the population of this countrv, with a comunion
platiorm is to the follow the teachings of this
Daishineswar sage and reaily and sincerely fecl and
believe that all religions are true and every one,
rightly observed, leads us onto Him, the goal of all.

It was a fancy of mine in my younger days to
lock upon the Brahmoe Samaj and other move-
ments that from a rationalistic point of view
arrive at some common basis of all religions, as

= T d oL =

*Lacken's colletied Lezane,

Arg,

those which were looking for the neeling point of
all petals in a lotus bud at its bottom, whereas
Famakrisnua who taught us  the  Harmony of
Religions was compared by me to ong who sought
tor the meeting point of the lowus petals at the top
of thebad By the former view one sees the niest-
g point g doubt buat he misses the beauty of
the petals that branch gracefully on all sides to
meet agan at the top ; whereas the one who looked
at e nigher point did oot miss the unity but had
the furthier advantage of uot losing sight of the
petalse. bl is ting that 1 mean Uy the higber Synthesis
of Religicn as contrasted with the lower Analysis of
Religion and it is my sincere coaviction that this
great wnith alone widld bring aboui the peace ol the
worid and the prosperity of mankind,
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA AND HIS
MESSAGE.

N almost illiterate man, vet exeicising
the most wonderful mfluence on bitjhiant
gracluates of the university, a man of match-
less moral chatacter worshippiuyg allt woman-
Lind inclueding his own wife as the mant-
festation of the divine Mother and dreadmng
money and possession  as poisoi, 4 devolee
constantly meditating on God with an intense
love and devetion and lostnr, on that account,
the conscionsness of the exterital world and
the body many times during the day, a teacher
pommyg forth 4 continons stieam of nstiyce-
tions i the simplest lancuage and parables
containing the highest divine wisdom, 4 man
of wondertul catholictty muxing with men of
various creeds sometmies as contiddictory
as light and and accepting  all
of them as divine dispensations egually
authoritative and binding —

Such is the impericct picture of the wonder-
ful persondhity who hved at the village  of
Dekshineswat near Calcutta at the end of
the ninteteenth centwmy, which we gather fiom
his sl hving intimate disciples and  ad-

wirers and bowr the el Iferatute regardinyg

darloiess
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bis life and teaclhings. Keshub Chandra Sen,
the gireat Bralimo preacher, was, we ate
rehiably infonmed, profoundly iufluenced by
this wonderful personality and it is kuown
to eveiybody how the later development
of the Brahmo religion kuown as the New
Dispensation was due mainly to this influence,
The whole world also noticed the manifesta-
tion of the wonderful power of this peisonality
tn Chicago in 18g3 thiough bis iltustrious dis-
ciple, the gieat Swami Vivekananda, Let us
study, 11t brief, the principal messages which
St Ramakrishna, the greatest Incaination of
God in the nineteenth centuiy as he has
been called by many, camne to dehver to the
wotld,

It appeats to us that we can deitve two
most impoittant lessons fiom his hfe and
teachings, The first is that relicion does not
consist 1 theorising, 11 mere ntellectual assent
to cettain doctiines however profound, nor
in the meire scruputous performance of certain
ceremonials however salutary and instiuctive
they may be in themselves, neither it cone
troversial proficiency, nor in the profession of
seciet occult wisdom, nor in a particular

[t I’ﬁd“y if:
in realisation m one’s heart of the living God,

manuer of eating and drinkiny.

That relivion 1s a reality, everybody was
convinced whoever chanced to meet this
uiniqne personahty. He saw God, talked with
God, lived alwdays in that Holy Presence and
everyone near him felt with what intense
teeling of devotion lie was constantly con-
stimed and wiat transcendental insight  he
cgatned theteby. Everyone kuows how he
answered the chidilenge of Swami Viveka-
nanda whethet he had scen God. He said
that not ouly he saw God himself, but could
show Hmm to Swamiji.  This wonderful in-
fluence of relicion showed itsclt in a small
qiotp of educated young men headed by
Swamiji, who gave vp all worldly prospects
and advantages in order to realiseeligion
and see God fdace to face. By the help of the

claster aud Liis disuiples, a tarre nutiber of
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men and women throughout the world have
learned even in this materialistic age to con-
sider religion a reality. They have learnt that
the doctrines and doginas and rites and
ceremonies and temples and all other things
are only helpful as means to the ultimate
realisation of God, but not in themselves,
They have learnt that in whatever field one
may work, he must have living religion as the
basis of all his activities,

The other great message to which we have
referred is that all religions are true ; they are,
as it were, s0 many paths to reach the same
goal, Sri Ramakrishna practised the pre-
cepts of many of the existing divisions of the
Hindu religion, such as Shakta and Vaishnava,
to the letter, He also practised the Moham-
medan and Christian religious, and ultimately
came to the conclusion that they are all
equally ttue.  We canmnot understand the
traue import of this messdge, unless we study
the condition of the preseut-day religious
world a little,

In the most ancient Rig-Veda Sambita
we fiiid the unique utterance—

“Truth is only one-—the sages call it by
various names,”

This wonderful auncient idea of not
only toleration, but acceptance of all the
religions has mainly guided India and its
religious conscivusness and for this reason
throughout its whole historty we find very
little fight between different sects, and comn-
pated to other couuntries the different reli-
gionists lhere have lived most amicably side
by side. But the weak human nature even
asserted itself here In this land of peace and we
hear of the fight between the Shaivas,
Shaktas and Vaishnavas, In philosophy also
each school has tried to establishh its supre-
macy over all others, The Lord 511 Kiishna
tried ouce to 1ecoucile these warting sects by
re-asserting the ancient truth by sayig—

“ Whoever approaches Me in whatever way,
I also reveal Myself to him through that
path.”

Arn

But soon the message was forgotten and
the different commentators of this Divine
Song itself are seen to interpret the message
each bis own way and regarding other inter-
pretations as not true, If we study the
present religious movements also, we find
that their founders, who were great spiritual
men, had each emphasised a particular path ;
and though we may infer they were not
themselves unappreciative of the efficacy of
other paths, still by the method of their teach-
ing and preaching, their disciples soon became
as narrow as ever and tried to fight the other
contemporaneous sects, It is the speciality
of the teachiig of Sri Ramalarishna, that it
is 50 simple that even a boy can mderstand
it eastly and in this teaching the sine gua non
of a religious life has been repeatedly said
to be tlie aspirant’s intense hankering for the
truth and all paths have been mentioned as
equally efhicacious according to different
temperaments, Whether you believe iy an
impersonal or a personal God, whether you
beheve in Vishhiu or Shakti or Mahommed or
Buddha, Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings equally
apply to you. Not anly that, but be had a mes.
sage even for an atheist., We hear that to an
atheist he recommended prayer tn the follow-
ing form :— O God! I do not kirow if Thou
existest or not, If Thou art, reveal Thyself to
me,” Iu brief, e wanted all men to be per-
fectly sincere and said that this sincerity
alone could help men to know the peifect
truth ultiimately,

Of course, there is the danger here also of
setting up the personality of Sri Ramakrishna
and forgetting bis wonderful teachings about
the equal ethicacy of all religions and to insist
on the worship of his person as the only
means of salvation, We admit the possibility
of this danger, but we will ask the reader to
forget the personality for the present and fix
his attention ou the wonderful, catholic teachs-
ings and try each one to grow into a perfect
religious tan by tryiny to realise the highest
(ruth o hiis own way and allow Lis ueighbour
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also tc fcllow the path he has chosen, how-
ever different it may seem from his own path,
[o this way, may we not fervently hope that
withtn a measurable distance of time, the
cuitured and liberal section of every religious
sect will form a holy brothethood and icin
hauds to hght the matetialistic tendency of
the age and its consequent corruption !

We cannoct lack into the distant future,
but if i1 this world such a state of spirituality,
brotherhood, love and peace only continue
for a considerable period, shall we not be
tustifted in considering that period as Sadya-
Vuga and shall we not gratefully ackncwledge
the services of that wonderful man, who by
his nnigue teachings, nay, more by his unique
tife, made such a transfoimation of society
possible for some tim~ at least?

SWAMI SUDDHARANDA,
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THE EIGHTY-SIXTH BIRTHDAY
ANNIVERSARY OF PHAGAVAN BRI
RAMAKRISHNA PARAMAHAMSA.

Belur Math.

The 86th birthday anniversary of Bhagavan Sri
Ramakrishna was celebrated on Sunday, the 13th
March, at the Ramakrishna DMath, Belur, the
headquarters of the Mission, with great enthusiasm
and devotion as befitting the occasion., The NMath
premises assumed a joyous appeaiance on this
great national day when many thousands of
people assembled to pay their homage to the great
Prophet whose divine hie and teachings have in.
fused a new spirit into the life of the nation. Singe
early morning people began to powr in from
steamers, country-boats, trains etc,  Under a huge
canopy a life~size portrait of Sri Ramakrishna was.
olaced for public worship on an aliar tastefullx
decoratcd with HSowers, garlands and evevgreens.
The various Kirtan parties singing the glory of
the Lord roused love and devoticn in the hearts of
the devotees and created a spiritual atmosphere
s which they forgot the cares and anxieties of life,

THE 861H BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA

0%

Thousands of people sat down, without any dis-
{inctions of caste or cieed, to partake of the holy

prasada, which was distributed during the whole

day. Volunteers under the guidance of the
monastic members worked haid for the distribu.
tion of praseda and the supplying of water to drink,
and by their zeal and devotion to service helped
{0 make the function a grand success. The
festival terminated in the evening and people re-
turned to their homes carrying with them the
happy and ennobling impressions of this mem-
orable day.

Benares.

The etghty-sixth btrthday cetemony of Bhag-
avan Sri Sri Ramakrishna Deva was celebrated
at the Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama, Benares, on
13th Maich, 1921 with gieat ecla/ and solemmity.
The occasion was graced by the presence of three
dignitaries of the Ramakrishna Nission, their
Holinesses Swami Brahimananda, Swami Tunya-
nanda and Swami Saradananda. The open hall
of the Advaita Ashrama was decorated with flowers,
wreaths, buntings and ever-greens, A picture of
Paramahamsa Deva was placed in the middle
profusely garlanded, The Puja ceremony was
attended with recitals from the Vedas and after it
was over, the assembled Bhaktas, both tay and
monastic, gave ofterings. ‘Then they began Bhajan
and Kirfan which lasted for about two hours.

One notable feature ©f this year’s celebration
was the Samasfi Bhdindard ({eeding of all the
Sannyasins of principal sects of Benares). The
feeding began at about 1 p. m, and it was a sight
{0 see about 250 Sadhus assembled on the me-
morable day enhancing the solemnity of the
occasion. The monastic members of the R K,
Mission were all attention to the distinguished
guests, ‘LThe Sadhus were at first gazlanded and
their forehead besmeated with sanda! paste. They
then paitook of the swpptuous dinner amidst
chantiigs from. the seriptures., A meeting was
held at about & p.m in the Advaita Ashiama
compound presided over by Srimat Swami Sarada-
nandaji. 1t was largely attended, with a faig
sprinkling of ladies. The proceedings com-
menced with a. song sung in chorus. Prof. P. K,
Telang was invited to give an address and at she
request of the president he delivered a felicitons
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speech on Sii Ramakrishna Deva and his teachings,
a summary of which s given below .—

He began saying that he did not come prepated
to give an address on Ramaknishna Paiamahamsa
Peva that evenmng as he cid not grve deep study
to the subject so as to be able te do justice o
it, Secondly in an assembly hke « where he saw
around L nany followers and disciples of Su
Ramakiishna, 1t would not be possible for hun to
give a new hght on tl:e subject. The audience,
he thought(, knew more about that gieat persona-
lity than the speaker. 'T'he speaker wished to con-
fine himsell to one ¢1 two ponts of the hie of Sn
Ramakrishna Deva and to the mmovement that he had
started.  Ile would rather vacrate lus own personal
1eflections on the hie of that magnetic personality.

Continuing the speakey said : In a world so full of
doubtings and contradictions, the question natural-
ly arises m the thoughtful whether theie 15 any-
thing worthy to be followed after, 'The modein
world presents a large problem full of appaient
anoraahies and contradictions, Is there anytihung
by which this problem could be tackled and made
understandable ? Himduism says that there 1s one
way to get out of it. One r1eads 1 the Vivekachuda-
mani : There is no fear, no danger and no harm
from anybody. This tiuth has been embodied n
the dictum “ Tattvamasi” or * Ihou art ‘T'hat.”
Que further learns that by knowing the truth one
can get out of tlus misery and trouble of the
world. But this point had been explained fiom
s¢ many standpomts and m so  many  ways
that the expianation had been entangled hope-
lessly in the meshes. The Srutt veiy often
contiadicts itself. 1t has been the great guest of
religion {0 fnd that bedrock on wiich it can stand.
One often f{ries to get a standpoint from which
he can swmvey the whole wotld, Deep as owt
scholarship advances, humanity gives different
answets to all these niddles.  ‘The guestion aiises
whethet books can be taken as final pioof and
authority in this matter But even there arve
conttadictions in the statements of books., What
is called lhiugher criticism has taken away a great deal
of value from the life of the great persons of the
past, Under all these difficulties how can a man be
sure as to the coriectness of Lis position? ‘The

¢vidence which no philosaphy can bieak 13 that of
human expelience.

APR,

The value of the life of Ramakrishna s that he
stands as the living witness of the great tiuths The
Vedanta stands justified by bemng practised by Rama-
kisshna Patamahamsa., To me the greatest value
of the hfe of Ramakisshna 15 that he is the latest—
though 1 hope not the last—of a seties of seeis
whose very Itfe 15 the exposition of the tiunths of the
Vedanta It 1s not so inuch what he taught, but the
fife that he led that eaplamned the Vedanta., DMeie
aiguments can only satisfy the mind or intetlect,
By aiguments you cannot prove the existence of
God. Aigument only makes 1t to be a probability.
But to a seet the truth that he pteaches 1s paii
of his Ufe, his own realisation. That seeris a
Rishu. There 15 a gulf of difference between a
Tattvador vhr and a Fandif, As regaids the foimer,
the tiuth becomes the law of s hte. To me,
] thazk, 1t 15 not the sayings of Ramakiishne that
matter much, but the atmosphere which he created
by bis own life that counts most. Ide expressed
fruths i the famibar examples of everday occurs
rence. He could find such easy meauns ot expression,
because he reahsed those truths m s own hte.
The Pundits, n order to make these tiuths intel-
higible to us, nake use of such subtle thmgs as
Ghatakasa, Patakasa, and use the sinule of Rajju
(rope) and Sarga (snake). But mstead of making
it clear they make it more comphicated. We n this
age do not undenstand Glalekaa and Palakase ;
many of us who live 1 towns, pethaps bave nevet
seett a snake and it would be meie toclichuess to
mistake a rope fot snake. These metiphors and
similes might be mteresting 1in those old days, but
cettainly they canunot €o us any good now. Rama-
kiishna saw tiaths itevealed to hum, so he could
give an easy expression to themy i tnfling inci-
dents of everyday hfe. He was the latest of a long
hst of teachers who taught by giving examples from
the everyday incidents of cur hite,

Continuing the speaker saird that greater than
his teaching was the way i which he brought illumia
nation to other people’s heait. Ile could easly
make others understand what he rvealised in his
own hife. Iy the Upanishads we heat that the Gurua
extinguished all other desires in the mind of the
disciples except one, and that was a desite to be
like lus Gura n his cown hfe. To perpetuate the
work of the Guru was the only desne of his dis«
ciple, This was also the chaiacteristic of Rama-
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krishna, We see this explained in the life and
work of Swami Vieekananda., o all bs spescues

thiat he
of his Guru,

he said was ouly preaching  the divine
nmessage

The spealker continmng  said:
cannot  be explained
life of Al these hospials and

institutions lving around as are the greatest monu-

“Tie Vedanta

from books bat by the

Man. clhiaritable

ments of the life of St Ramaknshna Paranwahamsa,

and from time o tHime we shonid h“iki (hon h.;,,-*'

our mite 1t we cannot 11{:1.11;;111}-* Joinn these insiito-

tions,  Vedanta is the groatest trath to learn,

Vedanta is the foundation pr il'rﬂiil'}'fj ob o activity,
It 15 not the (urning away fram lite,

[t declares emphatically Faro

AR SO many of us
SUDPASE. s
Niparar. Vedanta
shonld exert the greatest influence npon owr Lic.
Because Vedanta contauns

demmrqcn. For whatis the

In these days of dewmocracy

the finest e:{p'jﬁiti{m of
reason for belteving that
every man is &s good as another. which is the pivot
of modern democracy ?
every wan lies God-—in

T"he Vedauta 5V that i

fact cvery creature—sen-

sienit  or inseunsient-—is God  Ihimsell, The
war-cry of democracy is equality. 1t is the order

Vedanta boasts of no shhbhboleth or
The teaching of Vedanta is not a war-cry.

of the day.
slogan,
It is a calm and philosophic exposition of the basis
of our everyday lite,

We should therefore unfugd

the banner of Vedamta and carry #s teachmng--
we have long forgotien —to
the

Thevefore

which the wearied

world recking under hamumer-blow ot un
the lite of sueh a
15 the

invaln-

ingpired materialisn:.
Mal 2§ i?i.znnukritzinm
living example of

who
the Vedanta triwths is

Faramahamsa

able to auide ns in our everyday lite,
Swalntl Yotiswara-
nanda next addressed the meeting in Iinglish, They

Madhavananda and Swanmi

were followed by Swami Jotirmayananda who
spoke in Hindi. Swami Suddbananda was the
next speaker who in a few well-chosen words

dealt with the chief characteristics of Parama-
hamsa Deva, The President brought the proceed-
ings to a close by a fine speech in bBengahl which
was heard with rapt attention. The meeting sepa-
rated at about7 p. m. Then music brought to a
finis the 86th birthday celebration of Sri Rama-
krishna Deva at the Benares Advaita Ashrama.
Madras.

The 8Cth birthiday anniversary of Bhagavan Sri
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0oL C b g ST g
ek iishiia was eolebraieag wilh Grenl eosf w1y 1
‘W ¥ N i g LT N, i . 11 R BN - E A - b
coalaf Aladras on Sanday, the v March, Prom

earty motning devotees Lezan o pour i al the

Matn premises, A baontal large-sized photo of
the Bhagavan beawtifully decorated  with ferns,

flowers and garlands was Installed  in the spacious
thie  Math.

present on

hail ot There werse ~Sanlkirtan

From ¥ a m. ull
noon the Lord's glary was suag with grext ecstasy.

Ny Ay
[ ariies tral  day,
At noon the Bhajaus terimioated aod the worship of
the Lond took a newshape, that of feadimg the poor
Ao

Avabont 3 opoony

-

Ny, Lo woere ted stimpluously,

; ] o 4 ,11._.,_ T PP ',
CRRC O TR Gevoiless eave |

Liankathy recial which  wias very much  ap-

preciated Dy ihe pabiics Al this a puldic meeting

attziaded, M, R Ry,

Loooave a fuctd discoarse

vwas behd wwhich Wil barecly

b ‘P 1[ LLLiE
ol

The Presid

rariag . A.. I

-

with Sundarama Iver oo AL in the Chmr.

AT -e.r}}{f: Lervently about the prealness

of India and of Sri

Riymakvishina saving that at
a ceritical tme when India and the world needed
flimy  most, He came (o lalfil His words in

the Gita,

At the request of the -\h h members Me. Aladi
Fhieh Couee YVakil, thanked the
» Lechucer and the President,

dlsribution ok

Borishunaswann fver,
Phoowvatay, i

With
Prasada the ¢

*"LI';}H“HJ.HH}_ anid the 1snal

(inetions of the “day terminated,
Bangalore ity
‘The Poghtve-sivth Bivthday apmvers

van St Ranwkrishna Paramah

witly the

ary of Bhaga-
elebrated
the S
ity, on Friday

TINHGT Was
devotion and ardonr at

Ramakrishna Ashraua, Rangalore

snal

the 1zt and Sawrday  the yath AMarch, The
former, the 72/ puja day was observed by the

worship of Sr1 Ramakrishna all through the day,
by Bhajanens m the evening and the customary

children’s treat. The observances of the lattey
day  commenced with the arrival of  Zhajana

parties from the Cantonment and the City at about
ook, INext came the feeding ot ithe poor in
Tuemkur Thimmaiya’'s Chatram at Gavipur ( just
behind the Ashyama } which was over at abont s
p. n. Al about 3 p.
began a kalakshepam,
cccasion, on ithe

L

m. Sriman  jayaramacharv
specially prepared for the
fife and teachings of Syi Rama.-
xrishna and kept the sudience spell bound till &
p.m. Itis o be acknowledged that Sriman Jaya-
ramachar contributed largely to the success of
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both the celebrationa this year be his original
COMPOHRLIONS

The evenmg's functions commenced imme-
diately after, with a thoughtful lectare on the hLite
and teachings of Sn Ramakii~hn1 by Rao Saheb H.
(hennaiya, Retired Sub Judge of Coorg. Next
followed Pirot. S K. Yeguanarayana lyer, M. A,
Principal of the Salemi College, who read an
etudite paper on “ Ramakrishna and the Highier
Religious Synthestis” (published elsewhere). The
theme of his paper was that Sir Ramakiishna
stood for a high oider of ieligious synthesis
(rather than auy low analysis) pointing out as 1n-
deed he did n actual practice that all religions
have only one goal w1 view and the world-religion
talked of m several quarters could easily be
rendered possible on this basts.

At the desue of Swanu Nirmalanandaji, the
President of the local branch, Ms. M. A. Narayana
Ivengar thanked the Bhagavatar and the lecturers
and in particalar Mr. S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer
who had come all the way from Salem for the
occasion. The proceedings terminated at about
& p. m, with arafrikam and distubution of prasada.

Kim, Guzerat.

The 86th Birthday of Bhagavan Ori Rama-
krishna was celebrated under the auspices of the
St Guzerat Arghyashala, Kim Station.

In the mornmng Puja and Adratrika were per-
formed by Dr. Balawantray and holy prasada was
distizbuted to the public. In the evening a general
meeting was held and 1t commenced with a prayer
to Ramakiishna Bhagavan and the great Swamuji
and many Huridhajans were sung to musical mstru-
ments.

Dr. Balawantray delivered a lecture on the life
and teachings of Sri Paramahamsa Deva and poined
out the spiritual and philosophical aspects of his
life, referring to the great religious service being
performed by Sri Ramakiishna DMission in India,
America and other paits of the world.

Hari Kirtan of gg@darmr (written by His
Holiness Sri Sagar Maharaj ) was specially selected
for the oaccasion. Then followed Harinam San-
kirtan and chanting of Hant Om, and Jay Sri
Ramakrishna Bhagavan etc. The proceedings
came 10 a close at about two o’clock at mght with
pujana, arafrika and distribution of praseda.

PRABUDDHA BHARATA

APR,

The assembled devotees paid high reverence to
the [Paramahamsa Bhagavans and Sn Swami
Yivekananda's portrait,

Srinagar, Kashmir.

The annitersary was cetebrated on 13th March at
5 p. m,n the premises of Sanatan Dharma Piatap
Bhawan, Svnagar, Kashmit. The roow was deco-
rated with wall-mottos and pictuies.  The
audience was overflowing, The proceedings
began with the singing of “ All Iadia morning
song " by the Boy Scouts. Pandit Daulat Ram
addressed the audience first introducing the subject
of the meeting. Dr. Shr1 Ram then gave a short
sketch of the life of Paramahamsa Ramakrishna
m whose honout the day was celebrated. He at
thie Same tune touched on some imcidents in his iife
and the teachings he gase to his disciples. A
poem mn Urdu was read in henour of the occasion.
Prof. Pt. Nityanand Shastri in the end spoke on
the quahflcations of the great men of the world,
who are sent here for the uplift of humanity.
Poor Narayans weie given food in Sri Rama-
krishna’s name.

At Other Places.

At Faridpur the 86th buthday anniversary of
Bhagavan S Ramaknshina was celebrated in due
solemmity on the 13th March. Parties of Sankirfan
paladed the streets from very early in the mon-
ing. From 1 p. m. till the evening about 12¢0 poor
people were fed. At 5 p. m. a meeting was held
prestded over by Babu Mathuranath Moitra, B. 1.
a leader of the local bar. Babu Kamakhya Nath
Mitra, M. a., Principal of the local College and
Babu Prakas Chandra Ghosh, B. 1., spoke on the
Lfe and teachings of Paramahamsa Deva. Two
very able papers were ailso read—one by Kaviraj
Nagendra Nath Bhishagratna and the other by
Breeman Atul Chandra Sen. Gieat enthusiasm
prevailed.

At Betila (Dacca) the anniversary of Ramakrishna
Parammahamsa was celebrated with great eclat, About
a thousand poor were sumptuously fed in the
noon. All the students of the neighbouring villages
and leading men of the sub-division graced the
occasion with their presence. A huge mass meeting
was convened in the evening under the presidency
of Yundit Upendra Chandra Goswami., All the
villagers took a vow before the picture of Sri Rama.
kiishna not to spend money in luxuries, or in-
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dulge in fiateinal gunanels but to mprove the
condition of thewr ancient and deseited villages.

At Sylhet, Assami, the 86th Birthday Anni-
versary of Bhagavan Sri Ramaknshna Parama-
hamsa was celebrated by the Bhakias on the 13th
March with imposing solemnties. In the even-
ing moie than two thonsand people inciuding
sweepers and beggars of the towir were fed. Many
ladies attended the Utsav,

At Wonore, S. India, under the auspices of Venu
Vilasa Sangam the 86th Birthday Anniversary of Si
Ramakrnshna Paramahanisa was celebrated and
a special meetmg was held by the above Society
on the 13th Maich., The special item of the pro-
gramme was tihe offering of a prayer to Almighty
God i memory of the Great Soul. The followmg
resolution was passed and canied with great
acclamation, the audience standing: 'That this
Associatiou places on record its sense of pride,
privilege, and pleasure i coutributing  its own
quota to the All-India celebration of the 86th
Birthday Aumiversaiy of S11 Ramakrishna Parama.
hamsa, the renewer of the Modern Spirit, by hold.
ing a meeting on the subject, “ 'I'he Paramahamsa
Spint,” and piays o Alnughty God that that
“Spirit” may be an mspiration to the rising gen-
eration of India,

At Chavara, S, India, the 86th birthday of Bhaga-
van Nn Ramakiishna was celebrated by the menibers
of the Ramakrishna Vilasam Libiary on Sunday,
the r3th March, 1g21.  There were Puja and
prayet in the moining., From 3t0 4 p. m. there
was Bhajana and 1t was followed by a procession,
At about s p.m. the pubhc assembled in the
jocal vernacular High School and a imeeung
was held with Mi. N, Sankaia Pillai, the Ayurvedic
doctor, in the chair.  Mr. N, ‘I'mivikraman Tampi
B. A. gave a speech on ““ the hife and tcachings of
St1 Ramakrshna.” It was followed by another
lecture by M. P, Krnishnan Nampiathiri about
‘““the Ramakrishna Mission.” After the meeung
there was Bhajana and all dispeised, after Aratrika
at about & p, m,

The eighty-sixth birthday anniversary of Sri Rama-
krishna Paramahamsa Deva was a'so celebrated at
the Vivekananda Ashrama, Kuala Lumpur, F.M.S. :
Ramakishna Sevashrama, Lucknow ; Ramakrishna
Aichianaiava,  Lially,  Caloutla,  Ramakiishing
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Math. Koalpata; Vivekananda Society, Jamshed-
pui; Ramakiishna Samity, Pdrseebagan; Rama-
krishna Mandap, Abipur; S Ramakrishna Ashrama,
Kishanpote ( Dehia Dun ), and Advaiia Ashiamag,
Mayavaty,

NEWS AND NOTES,

Tue thirteenth annual Repoit of the Kamkriichia
Mission Sevashirama, Buondaban, for the vear
1919, shows a good record of activity.  The 1otal
number of patients treated durimg the jear
the mdoor hospital of the Sevashrama was 27¢, of
which 215 were dischatged cured and 17 died 1n
the outdoor dispensaiy 333582 pattents vere treated,
of whom 3708 were new patients and 31874 weie
repeated numbers. Some cases of disiressed
neople unable to come to the Hospital
treated at their pomes and supplied with medicine
and diet, and some ladies hving iy Brindaban and
reduced to poverty were helped with money grants.
The total receipts of tue Sevashrama daring the
yeat, ncluding receipts for the bwlding fund,
were Rs. 4¢70-0-0, aud the expenditure was Rs.
3244-13-0. leaving a balance of Ks 1725-3-0, of
which Rs. 1250-0-0 belongs to the permanent
fund, Rs. 3:13-c-¢9 {o ithe butlding {und and
Rs. 62-2-3 to the Sevashiama Balance with the
Secietary, It thus appears that the f(nandiadl
condition of the Sevastnama s fa1 from satisfactory
and 1t appeals to the generous public to heip the
institution in carrving on s work of benevolence.
Its principal wants are funds for the new building
under construction, contrtbutions to the permanent
fund tor the permanent financial basis of the
institution, and funds for an outdoor dispensary and
separate infectious ward, which latter are wigently
needed considenng the expansion of the work of
the Sevashrama. It 18 to be hoped that the
geneious pubhic will warmly respond 1o tlus
noble cail,

were

— F RIS _ TL SN

UN the occasion of the drdhakumbhiu Jela, held
at Hardwar in the mouths of March and Aprid this
year, neally three lakhs of people assembied,
Sadhus and lay devotees. The Seva-Samiti of
Allahabad made excellent arrangements for the
wonvenizngs of the pdgrims, The Ramaknishna ¥as-
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sion Sevashrama, Kankbal opened a branch centre
for the distribudon of medicines and giving of reliel
Swain: harnpananda with a bhatch
tie

to the pilgiims.
of fity
pirlginns.

warkers also rendered  service Lo

#M

Ramakrishna
the
Calcutta, on

Swayi  Sharvavands.,  President
Alath, Madras gave a series
auspices of the Vivekananda Society,

of lectures under

some of the borning topics ol the day. The subjects

of hus lectures were @ (1} Indian Nationahtsm and
"%.cd.:mm (21 Real Democracy, (33 The ldeat ofbits

Realisation, {(4) The Cult of the Coming Man.

Swant Paramananda spent two  weeks ol Febiru
Powisvilie, .U, 5. A, He

the vzth, and on

ary Ip Clacinnatt and
reached Cinctnnail on Saturday,
Service ab the

I the evening

Sunday conducted a devotional

rooms of thie Branch Centre there.

he spoke on < Higher Conscilousness 7 al the New

Thoucht Temple betore w targe avdience. The
following eveniug he delivered a lecture in the
neighbouring wwe of Hamilion on * lndia and

fler
Room of the Gibson Hotl
ous an atlewdance that it was alimost tmpossible to
The Swami’s subject
“Supernatural Powerd” O Wednesday
members of the Cincinnati
home at Hyde

Message.,” s next lecuare v the Assembly

P called out s0 nnmer-
acconunedate ail who came.
Was
afternoon

Centre arvaneed a weeting
Park, one of the owtlving
A large number of friends responded to her mvi-

one of the
in her
suburbs of the city
tation and listened with deep interest to what the
Swami said to them regiading *“The Power of
Gilence and Meditation.”  On the same evening
the Swami spoke again at the New Thought
Tewmple, bis subject being “ Life Hereafter.” A
class meeting i the Rooms of the Centre on
Thursday evening closed his visit.  Desides these
lectures the Swami spoke before the Greek Clrcle
of the Woman’s Chub of Cincinnati on “ Buddha
and His Message to the World.” T'his proved to be
an occasion of special interest, the Swami’s words
arousing great enthusiasm among those preseut.
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The Birthday Auniversary of the illustrious
Swami Vivekanapda was ccelebrated on  Jannary
soth, at the Hindu Tewple 1 San Iruancisco,

AFPR,

California, with unusial devolion and entbusiasn
The temple auditorium was tastefully decorated
with fragiant yellow ccaczas aud beautiful pink
rases and choicest greens.  The soft Cf)'t-r:rurmg of
tize walls and the artistic inverted lights,
tstalled, haroronised wonderfully  with

Liresygue

recently
the pice
decorations and the ochre-coloured tobe
of Swami Prakashananda.

'The Swami chose for his morning topic, “*“Swamt
1lis World-

He emphasized Swawmiji’s teaching of

'T- ) . . - »
Vivekananda, contribution to  the
thoueht,”

«5,‘{’ ! e {E; ff ?:? oF

as being absolutely vital and necessary
inall felds of wctivity of individuals  as well ag
natious,  He touctied upon the veritable genius of

the world-renowned Swani, and laid  special stress
on the human race ” as
betng one of the great messages of the broad and

teachiings

“spiritalisation of the

uiiversal of the Vedanta to the world.

_____

The topic tor the evening service was, *° Swam
Vivekananda’s Ideal of the Harmony of Religions.”
Swentt spoke at length of Swanijt’s ideal of

Umniversal religion as revealed to him by the life
and teachings of Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna, [t
Hluminating exposition of the broad and

1niversal to thits

wWads dll

tdeas suited age which I8 s0
given to the narrow and sectarian view-potuts of

different relicions,

Abhedavanda sat on
Prakashananda, and

Swatnt
Q';‘."‘ it |
reclied a

the platfor  with
fatter

and
spoke of the greatuess of the founder of the world-
wide Vedanta movement.

asked by the

oy titeresting  reminisciences

The sweet and melodious chanting ot” Swamd
Prakashananda at both the sevvices, the inspiration of
his words, and the favourite songs of Swamiji beauti-
bully sung by Mes, Edith Allen carried the audi-
ence far above their ordinary and commouptace
thoughts and iaeas of lite, and made each one
fecl the blessed presence of this great Acharya,
the greatest and ablest apostle of the Sri Rani-
krishua Mission, the benign and uplifting influence
of which 1s undoubtedly working lowards bringing
the civilisation and

humanity.

out higher evolution ot
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