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Editorial

n his hugely popular radio-talk

“Man Ki Baat”, Prime Minister

made a very telling, though brief
observation. While talking of his
Government's resolve to construct
toilets in every school by 15" August
2015 — awork which is nearly reaching
completion — Prime Minister pointed
out that such a thing, as basic as
constructing toilets in schools, had
never been attempted or completed
even after six decades of
independence. It was a profound
observation and should make those
who are now parading as the
conscience keeper of the nation, think
and reflect hard on the mess they have
left the nationin.

Every crucial sector has been
neglected; every basic need has been
overlooked. Whether it was border
infrastructure, defence preparedness
or production, whether it was looking
after our soldiers both serving and
veterans, or such basic issues as
sanitation, food situation, urban
infrastructure, cleaning our rivers, our
education system and its direction, the
state of our universities, the health
sector or the agrarian situation, or
even as basic a thing as the fertisiliser
situation — each of these areas was left
in a condition of crisis, confused,
neglected and bereft of vision in the
last six decades.

Ironical, isn't it that those who had
brought to a near standstill the
development march of the country are

the ones who are today shouting
loudest and making false noises.
Instead of analysing on why they were
roundly rejected by the people,
instead of engaging in some deep
reflection and self-assessment they
are indulging in false pyrotechnics
and trying to generate a false
discourse and create a diversion from
the agenda of governance and
development.

Supporting this diversionary agenda
are the Communists — especially the
CPIM - the unfailing cart-pusher of
the Congress Party. Such is the present
confused mentality of the Communist
leaders that while the world
celebrated YOGA as a special
civilisational heritage of humanity,
while far flung countries and its
citizens in distant lands immersed
themselves in the rhythm and light of
YOGA, while our Prime Minister
joined the nation in doing YOGA on
that day and spoke of how the practice
of YOGA expands consciousness and
enhances well-being, a Communist
leading-light — Comrade Yechury -
could only discern dog postures in
Yogic asanas. The standard of the
Communists in India seems to have
reached a new low, and from that
debased level they will find it difficult
to recover. Such a state of mind will
only lead to ultimate political oblivion
and irrelevance.

Meanwhile action-packed
governance continues with Prime




Minister launching the Digital India
Week - with the objective of
generating greater connectivity and
making life easier for the common
citizens. Over the last few days Prime
Minister undertook a detailed review
of the progress of all major projects in
crucial sectors, he also reviewed the
progress of toilet construction as he
did for highways and infrastructure.
This Government has the zeal to work
and focus for the regeneration of India
from the grassroots. It is doing that
without diversion and without let up.
Prime Minister Modi's upcoming visit
to Central Asian countries and Russia
promises to be a watershed visit that
will only give further fillip to India's
quest for greater strategic depth and
developing stronger civilisational
linkages.

Meanwhile, BJP also undertook a
grand training workshop for those
leaders who have been given the
responsibility of training and
orienting the new workers and
members of the Party. A deep and
detailed programme schedule over
two days gave a wide exposure to the
trainees regarding the ideals of the
party and the overall objectives of
nation-building. BJP President Shri
Amit Shah in his inaugural speech
spoke of how BJP was a party which
was different from the others since it
was born to give a new orientation to
India's progress basing itself on
India's civilisational vision and not on
imported ideologies. He also spoke of
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how workers of the party needed to be
trained and oriented to work for
national regeneration and to usher in
atrue welfare state — Kalyan Rajya.

Addressing the programme on the
occasion of the 40" anniversary of the
imposition of Emergency — Black Day
for Democracy — BJP President Shri
Amit Shah made two crucial
observations. He pointed out that BJP
was the only party with internal
democracy and that parties with
internal democracy were alone
capable of leading India towards her
future and destiny. He then spoke of
how Emergency was the expression of
a mindset which was essentially
dictatorial. He also spoke of the aroma
of democracy in Indian soil which can
never be suppressed. Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, whose birth
anniversary falls on 6" July, was a
leader who sought to preserve, protect
and spread that aroma of democracy.

His party and the leaders inspired by
him who are leading it and the nation
today are therefore determined to
preserve and disseminate the
invigorating strength of that
democratic aroma.

-Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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Salient Points of PM's Speech on the
Occasion of 'International Yoga Day'
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WhatisYoga?

From the Upanishads, comes the
idea of Yoga to transform human
consciousness through control of
body and senses through constant
practice. The body is the vehicle for
the realization of the Supreme
Being. The Bhagavad Gita — the
song of the world — is a call to action
and defines itself as a armem=1The

Gita says "arT &9y @rRIer” - that is,

yoga is excellence at work. Work
with devotion and without
attachment is yoga. Yoga is,
therefore, a vision for a harmonious
future for humanity. It is an "sreRer” |
That is a state of mind and is distinct
from a "=ggr’| HI AN B AN TH
RAT & wU H QAT 7, AT Tdh qqe ¢,

AN DIg GRAT 8 © | AT I8 37T & AR e
ddh B9 I I9 WU H T8 U, 99 T 89 4
chel H qEdd © IHD! YUidT Bl uged el
urd | People often think that yoga is
just a set of exercises. Yoga is a
philosophy of discipline and
meditation that transforms the
spirit and makes the individual a
better person in thought, action,
knowledge and devotion.

Yoga spreads harmony
between Man and Nature

Thereach and spread of yoga spans
continents, cuts across differences
of colour, class and creed. From the
banks of the river Indus to every
continent in the world, yoga has
spread harmony between man and
nature and a holistic approach to

PM MODI'S Vi@@ =S



health and well being. In order to

S ONALIST

benefit fully from yoga, to
understand yoga in its entirety, we
must understand who is a yogi. A
yogi is a person who is in harmony —
with herself, her body, with her
surroundings, with nature. Yoga is
the means to achieve that harmony.

Results of evolution of the
individual through yoga at a
communitylevel:

¢ Reduction of greed, coarseness
and violence in thought and action.

« Enormous reduction in the cost
ofhealthcare and social support.

« A dramatic reduction in conflicts
and misunderstandings within
families, communities, and between
Nations.

q} L=
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o Increased collaboration and
effective teamwork in businesses
and communities.

« Compassion towards all beings:
plants, animals and humans and
long-term and ecological thinking
in all socio-economic planning.

« Increased power of innovation,
technology and knowledge; deeper
impact of art, music, poetry, dance
to uplift the quality of life and an
overall increase in the pace of
human development and evolution.

Yoga promises strength,
courage and calm

In a world of excess, of seeking
after materialism, yoga promises
restraint and balance. In a world
suffering from mental stress, yoga
promises calm. In a distracted
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world, yoga creates focus, creates
concentration. In a world of fear,
yoga promises strength and
courage. A healthy body and a
disciplined mind are the
foundations of a world free from
fear. In crafting a new self through
Yoga, we create anew world.

Collective gift to humanity

We are at a point in history, where
global warming threatens the world
as we know it. The world's ecology is
threatened by human greed and
excess. Yoga shows the way to
consumption that is healthy,

...
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balanced, and in tune with nature.
Yoga is our collective gift to
humanity. It may have originated in
India, but it draws its energies from
the millions who practice it around
the world. International Yoga Day is
not the brainchild of a government
or of the United Nations. It is a
reflection of the largest knowledge
based peoples' movement the world
has ever seen. We will take this
movement forward to aim for better
health, more fulfilled lives and more
connected communities.

725 |
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Salient Points of PM's Remarks at the
Launch of AMRUT, Smart Cities Mission

and Housing for All (Urban) Mission

Challenges in Urbanization
should be treated as an
opportunity:

TAR < H PRIG 500 X & | SATER Tia A
RIST—RIET HHM & eI SANT AT &1 <ol ST 8

2| 9gd aoil 9 g1 Urbanization @1 3&1
2| 3TTBT BIAT T ¥ 25-30 WTcl Ugel &

Urbanization @' ut& Opportunity
Fasm grdr, Urbanization &1 ta srawR
AT BTl ®rel e # o Thickly
Populated @ 1@ weR ¥ < @l

Economic & Driving Source &I 2 |
IY wth B BT YAl BT AR BAR

Urban Growth Engine & wu # a1
I a3 # DT YABT BT THT ST BN

AR 59 YBR A SHBI dihd <l Bl dT &9 91
amrst g & S 9qg iR wferefier wreRl
SRR R UTY B | SAfeh.. R 37T GH¥ 3MMY |
Ugel T TE] g1 SHPT JIA—IHT I 24 Al
qrd g9 T8l 2 | YR IgWd 98d X ©, H
ST & 3R ST & MR TR FFRTT 93 &I+
JMMITIHAT &1 B | 3R T 3MUYIE & T
eI BT TG PR B ZIIG B A1 3R AR
DI B H WA 8Y R B ANGTY R &, ol H
TEI AT & BIg SHTaT M Fhell &

Our housing scheme will fulfill
aspirations and dreams of




million:

BIAT © SHDT fUAT ER Bl 3R U IR R &
BT TR BT ST © T fhx a1 U= Foiie o T STt
2| 99 AGA Herdr ® O R wa T8 e
IR EaR Tl fHerd! g S TRId ®f &R Hodr @
ar R—efN TP 31 ) Il o OId © | ER
firera €1 79 HRaT & o IR Uh—aTme T of 3
ar areet 8T | fhR A9 &l ® f& IR <1 gl
JTY T 32T BT | fhR el © T IR J8i—al
Y fier SITQ a1 et 20T, TR o Tar © I 99
HAT & AT AT SUTGT He=d BN Al ST BRI
R I § el @Al el o7 d SAD!
oITST U™AT AT T, 3ol A A SATSH T | Siae
¥ qeera e & ofmar 2] AR ad, Self-
Motivation s9 ®RUT ¥ 3T 2| AN
BIFTET IE & % AGM <A1, A+ U URaR &l
S 5 TER & R ATl g1 3T e, SDI St
S @1 RIad <11, S A9 H Silad ofi @
SHIT MRAT, S® Sildd H Sflad &l ATdR 8
S BT AUAT GRT BI, VAT U ARl a1 &l
SNTGT B | IERl H BId—hNId T BRIS A SATaT
IRAR, ST oY ER 971 € | 319 SHRT <9 QT
2 % oW R T8I 71 A1 SaT9 =Y AT AT |
hIs I STa1d el A fh I T BRI T8
I8 RIT | BIE TE ARN, 8 I BT WG9 &, 9T
TR | T I | ORI FRAT B | A DS 7B
B I 3 S D BRI 8H HTH HRAT 8IS < al
YT BT AT 2] 8T | 3R $9feTY HRT <1
T & o AR TNI9 YRaRT &I &= el |

Better planning is the key for
successful urbanization:

# AT E STl & 9 75 AT 71 78 & a4,
AR fIcR U 3MTarst o1 a1y b aR <91 #
PIg TRIG VAT A 8 b TP |edrer wR AT
F—sTSt W Rl o & for #oieR
BT US U BF 98l | IE BART 1R © SR
UH R 39 FASIST & ofd I8l | Mdbel ar
IR 3T et SIS | 31Tt 8™t &l faary &

== e ——

1 Y81 27 377y By oY weR # SR gfoy aga
HH TR W el % et ) o a1 & 91
[MEN AT BT SHD] CbIS'gr YThT DTS WX
AT | &1 AT @ 918 $HAT AR BRT SHBHT
QrhT BTl W A8l ferm| 1 Private
property developer g, S5&! a1 gdT 81T &
b 2T8X 3o g7, 391 o= # 9o fhe ar asi
ST of o1, ATSTHTS STl <30T | HHhT dl Gs
PR T A [Seft S Ay geRerr ugad]
T8l B | 9 s I7ar 7, 7 fISien uged v, |
drainage @ erazer gl & | o7 3 €, U
PR HHME Al ofd € | qrl aRe Bl A8l
F7? Fifd AR S AJd 7 TR Tal TR H
property dealer =1 ¥&R &I 9T 2| I I
mismatch g 39 mismatch &' sgaFT 2 |
¢, west # g7 3t East # qg i, a9t
@ BIC Y BIC @b & oy I IAH R 118
g, 3 Plan, 519 @& weR &1 g <" gfte
& 1T TTE] BT © I Ry a7 241 |

Bottom up approach for
building smart city:

we RS Ao U g fb R weRl @
ool wRT WReR TE Hft | el B W
g BT T IRBR el BN | IERT DI IS

g BT 0T a1 WER BT Aged, 1 AR b
TR, 9 TR & municipality & &rT da
B | T TG SO, ATl A | SSHl
MRy 3R gAY Usell IR fegw H
challenge route @ MR w® wC A
g BT o7 fhar 8| T & o qel 7Y
TN fhaT 2 | B IRMIeR T 6y Y § &I
ST UER 9 REAER @I gif B ar entry
UTQIT 59 et H | fhR 9¥aT g Exam &+
g fhR SdT R BT @ select g1T, ST

select BFT AT fhR YR WRPR, 5T AP
e Hd A IER P dATHT Bl SIS BB
SAB] WIS RIS 991 BT {2 & 31T 9¢7f7 |
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India- Bangladesh Relations: Narendra
Modi's Triumph

t is not often that a Prime
Minister's visit to a foreign
country's capital can be termed
'historic.' There are a variety of expla-
nations of why Modi's visit to Dhaka

on 6-7 June 2015 can be treated as
historic.

Before I proceed to outline these
explanations, I must stress that
wherever Modi goes — be it to the
United States or a neighbour like
Nepal - he summons the energy and
patriotism to promote India's vital
interests. This is in sharp contrast to
what Jawaharlal Nehru did in the
first two years of his career as a Prime
Minister and External Affairs
Minister. In 1948, in course of his
first visit to London, after he became
India's Prime Minister, he had a
luncheon meeting with editors of The
Times, Telegraph, Manchester
Guardian, Observer and New
Statesman and Nation. India's High
Commissioner to Britain, V.K.
Krishna Menon, was present. Not
long after the meeting began, Menon
was nodding his head; he was evi-
dently sleepy. Nehru too got disinter-
ested, leaving even a question by an
editor unanswered, and emulated
Menon's sleepy mode before the
dessert was placed on the table.

In late 1949, Nehru's tour of
America (including some stay in
Canada) lasted nearly a month.
Nehru used this highly expensive

T _— .

* Dr. Jayanta Kumar Ray

opportunity to expound the diver-
gence between Indian and American
viewpoints on world affairs, lecturing
Americans (including Secretary of
State Dean Acheson) on imperialism.
As the leader of a food deficit country
dependent on American aid, Nehru's
speeches in America did not reflect
the potentialities of America's Point
Four programme announced in early
1949, even though India turned out
shortly to be the first recipient of a
significant grant under the Point
Four programme. In other words,
Nehru's America visit was not
planned to attach a proper priority to
the promotion of national interest.

All this will enable us to gain a
proper appreciation of Narendra
Modi's 40-hour visit to Bangladesh
on 6-7 June 2015. Foreign tours of an
Indian Prime Minister should be
short and businesslike — as in the case
of Modi's Bangladesh trip. Obviously,
this required expert planning by
India's Ministry of External Affairs.
Moreover, political planning by the
Prime Minister was an essential




prerequisite to the successful out-
come of his Dhaka trip. This took
place at two levels: Union and State.
At the Union level, it was a herculean
task to enlist the support of both
Houses of Indian Parliament. The
task was accomplished so marvel-
lously, that the two Houses of
Parliament passed a unanimous
resolution, which facilitated the
settlement of the India-Bangladesh
boundary, 4098 kms in length, after
the lapse of 68 years since 1947, and
of 41years since 1974.

In Bangladesh, the effect upon the
populace of the unanimous
Parliamentary approval for the LBA
was electrifying. Many people
reminded themselves of the days of
1971 liberation struggle when the
people of India extended whole-
hearted support to the struggle, and,
consequently, the people of
Bangladesh developed a deep enthu-
siasm for Modi's visit to Dhaka.
Hasina, too, deftly made her contri-
bution to generating a favourable
atmosphere for this visit. The number

SPECIAL ARTLCEE —

of stateless people in the enclaves was
approximately 51,500. But the fact
that they would become lawful citi-
zens of two countries, and would have
the opportunity to get rid of the usual
law and order problems in the
enclaves (including terrorism), had
an overwhelming impact on the
people of Bangladesh. This could
sweep off the projected protests of
extremist groups against Modi's visit.
These protests did not materialise.
Even the principal extremist party,
the Jamaat-e-Islami, was forced to
welcome Modi's visit.

On 7 June, Modi received, on behalf
of former Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, the Liberation War
Honour from the Bangladesh
Government. In 1971, Vajpayee,
though an opposition leader, fully
cooperated with the Government of
India in facilitation of the freedom
struggle in Bangladesh. He organised
a Satyagraha in support of this strug-
gle, and as a young volunteer, Modi
too played an active part in this
Satyagraha. This, when announced

ST T
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by Modi in Dhaka, could not but stir
up the emotions of the people of
Bangladesh.

The two Governments signed 22
agreements. Some of the new agree-
ments are no less important than the
LBA. Actually, a few of them may turn
out to be more significant than the
LBA in the long run. For, they may
promote not only the goal of develop-
ment in India and Bangladesh, but
also the larger goal of development of
sub-regional cooperation among
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Myanmar and Nepal. Currently,
Indian goods take 30-40 days to
reach Bangladesh by sea. Indian
ships have to go as far as Singapore in
order to offload their cargo in other
vessels which are then allowed to
move to Bangladesh. One of the
Hasina-Modi agreements permits
direct connectivity to Chittagong and
Mongla ports of Bangladesh,
enabling Indian ships to reduce to 7
days the aforesaid journey of Indian
goods. This commercial benefit will
also be coupled with strategic advan-
tages

Connectivity received a big boost
with the introduction of the Kolkata-
Dhaka-Agartala bus service (being an
extension of the Kolkata-Dhaka
service commencing in 1999) and the
Dhaka- Guwahati-Shillong bus
service. The people of Bangladesh as
also the people of three Northeastern
States of India (Assam, Meghalaya
and Tripura) will benefit immensely
from these services. While nearly

one- third of Kolkata-Agartala dis-
tance will be reduced by the new bus
service, the two new services will
together act as a sort of bridge
between India's Northeastern region
and southeast Asia.

India has opened a $2 billion Line of
Credit (LOC) with Bangladesh. This
$2 billion LOC to Bangladesh is a
component of about $6 billion LOC to
Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal and now
Bangladesh, and represents the
implementation of Modi's Act East
Policy. The new line of credit to
Bangladesh will reinforce and expand
the infrastructural work in the field of
energy, railways. Hasina's announce-
ment during Modi's visit that two
special economic zones (SEZs) would
be set up in Mongla and Bheramara
can be operationally significant if
India's subsidised LOC can facilitate
the establishment of a network of
roads and railways with active Indian
cooperation. The railway cooperation
between the two countries will be
substantially expanded under the
new LOC, resulting hopefully in a
conversion of metre-gauge tracks in
Bangladesh into broad-gauge tracks,
and the revival of the entire railway
network prevalent in British days.

If all the above noted infrastructural
projects materialise, Bangladesh, a
country (like India) having 65% of
people below 35 years of age, will be
able to upgrade economic develop-
ment substantially and reduce unem-
ployment. This may be an antidote to
terrorism, which both Hasina and




Modi are determined to combat.
After coming to power, Hasina has
been actively fighting terrorism and
handing over to India a number of
terrorists (hailing from Northeast
India). It may be added that
Northeast India too suffers from a
development deficit, and with his
commitment to develop northeast
India as part of his Act East Policy,
Modi has ensured, among other
things, that a Union Minister visits
this region every fortnight.
Presumably, as a part of this Policy,
India's Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu has announced that he
intends to develop Kolkata as the
financial capital of India. Actually,
the development of the entire sub-
region as a part of Act East Policy will
depend greatly on the emergence of
Kolkata as the commercial capital of
India.

This, moreover, has the potentiality
to resolve other issues like the Teesta
issue. Modi has announced in Dhaka
that rivers should unify, and not
divide, neighbouring countries. He
has promised to explore solutions to
the issues of Teesta and Feni rivers.
Later on, he may add the Atreyee
river to this list. For, Bangladesh has
built a dam on the Atreyee, and this
has had a very adverse impact upon
the flow of Atreyee waters to West
Bengal's North Dinajpur district.
Atreyee and Teesta have a common
point of origin. On Teesta, New Delhi
has already set up two groups of
officers of Union and West Bengal
Governments for finding out a proper

solution. As Modi has already pointed
out in Dhaka, he has to enlist the
collaboration of States for the resolu-
tion of such complex issues. This is in
tune with the spirit of cooperative
federalism that Modi wants to
achieve for India.

Modi's 40-hour programme in
Bangladesh is an attempted transla-
tion of his Act East Policy into reality.
An Integrated Check Post (ICP), with
facilities reminding one of an airport,
has already been built in Akhaura at
India's (Tripura's) border with
Bangladesh. Similar ICPs are being
built in Raxaul and Jogbani at India's
border with Nepal, in Dawki at
India's (Meghalaya's) border with
Bangladesh, and in Moreh at India's
(Manipur's) border with Myanmar.
These ICPs, expected to minimise
bureaucratic hassles, will go a long
way towards strengthening India's
Act East Policy, and bringing enor-
mous economic benefits to India's
northeast region as also some neigh-
bouring countries, including
Bangladesh, which is a centrepiece of
India's endeavour towards sub-
regional collaboration.

In an action packed 40 hours Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has pushed
India-Bangladesh relations to a
higher level — a visit which ushers in
such a transformation is indeed
historic.

The author is National Research Professor,
a veteran teacher of international relations
and has authored a number of books and
monographs on India's foreign policy, India-
Southeast Asia relations etc.
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arliament is the temple of

democracy. In recent years

however, the quality of
Parliamentary proceedings has
been of increasing concern. Rather
than a forum for serious legislative
debate, our Parliament sessions
would sometimes resemble a cha-
otic TV soap opera. Most of the
scheduled time for business was
wasted in disruptions or cut short
without accomplishing what was
planned.

The recently concluded Budget

et Session
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« Karan Javaji

Session (2015) thus comes as a
breath of fresh air. It has been one of
the most productive sessions of
Parliament that India has wit-
nessed. Members of both houses
worked for longer than the sched-
uled time and accomplished more
legislative business than was
planned.

Some may argue that the reason for
the productivity was because it was
the first full budget session as
opposed to any other ordinary
parliamentary session. Budget




sessions are very important from
the financial perspective of the
country and are therefore unlikely
to be disrupted. Further, they may
not be a good measure of productiv-
ity, because most of the Bills intro-
duced and passed are routine
Finance and Appropriation Bills.
But a simple comparative analysis
of this Budget Session with the
Budget Session 2010" held five years
ago presents a compelling picture of
improvement.

The most convincing measure of
productivity is the number of actual
sittings and hours and further com-
paring that with respect to planned
sittings and hours. In 2010, the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha had both

140%
120%
100%
BO% B Lok Sabha
Productivity
e0%
B Rajya Sabha
0% Productivity
20%
o% +

2010 Budget 2015 Budget
Session Session

planned 35 sittings but only man-
aged 32 sittings. This year, both
houses had planned 33 sittings. The
Rajya Sabha managed 32 sittings,

POLICY

e

B —

but the Lok Sabha ended up sitting
for 35 sittings, even beating the goal
it had set for itself. It is in this con-
text that one would find it truly
amusing that instead of showing
support, the opposition parties were
protesting against the government's
decision to extend the Lok Sabha
session by 3 days.

In terms of scheduled hours, the
Lok Sabha in the 2010 Budget
Session worked for only 66% while
the Rajya Sabha worked for 74% of
the scheduled hours.

In contrast, this year's Lok Sabha
clocked an astounding 123% of the
scheduled hours while the Rajya
Sabha achieved 101% of the sched-
uled hours of the Budget Session.

It is therefore not surprising that
the higher work productivity trans-
lated into better legislative achieve-
ments. While comparing legislative
achievements we need to focus on
non-Finance and Appropriations
Bills since Finance and
Appropriations Bills would be rou-
tinely passed in a Budget session
anyway. This year's Parliament had
planned to get 16 other Bills (non-
Finance and Appropriations)
passed and was actually able to get
16 passed. On the other hand, in the
2010 Budget Session, Parliament
had planned to pass 27 other Bills

"The Budget Session 2010 of the 15thLokSabha was the first full budget of the UPA II government
just as this Budget Session was the first full budget session of the NDA government.




but only managed to pass an abys-
mal 6 Bills. This shows not only poor
execution but also poor planning in
terms of unrealistic expectations.

How was it that this Government
achieved this level of productivity?
A critique leveled by the opposition
is that parliamentary proceedings
were efficient because the
Government steamrolled
legislations without much debate.
This criticism can safely be put
aside. Even though the Government
enjoys majority in the Lok Sabha, it
does not have the numbers in the
Rajya Sabha for it to be able to force
down Bills. The past has taught us
that, even with the weakest opposi-
tion, pushing through legislations
disregarding democratic debate,
will undoubtedly lead to disrup-
tions.

Thus, the only way this
Government has performed well is
through consensus building and
legitimate engagement with the
opposition.

One measure of the quality of
discussions in Parliament, is the
question hour. Ahigh percentage of
questions were answered orally. Lok
Sabha saw 134 questions being
answered orally while Rajya Sabha
saw 135. This is against a decadal
average of about half that number in
both houses.

Itis also important not to underes-
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timate the importance of inherent
factors such as theideals guiding the
party and leaders in power. The
BJP's genesis is situated in strong
moral and ethical principles.
Discipline is a Karyakarta's guiding
force. Prime Minister Modi has
accentuated this quality along with
the spirit of working hard.
Understanding this, it immediately
becomes very clear how these quali-
ties are then imbibed in Parliament
and lead to a positive change in its
functioning. The Lok Sabha sat late
for over 55 hours to complete the
listed business. While most govern-
ments cut short the parliamentary
session, this year the Lok Sabha was
extended by 3 days to complete its
business. The opposition ironically
protested against this decision
claiming that it got in the way of the
MPs' work.

The Government must continue
working hard towards building
consensus and enhancing parlia-
mentary performance. On the other
hand the opposition, must resist the
temptation to allow creeping inse-
curities to derail future proceedings.

(Karan Javaji is Research Associate at
SPMRF)




“Housing for All by 2022” Mission —
National Mission for Urban Housing

 Rastriya Prahari

he Union Government has

launched the new scheme of

“Housing for All by 2022”
aimed for urban areas with follow-
ing components/options to
States/Union Territories and cit-
ies:-

1) Slum rehabilitation of Slum
Dwellers with participation of pri-
vate developers using land as a
resource;

2) Promotion of affordable hous-
ing for weaker section through
credit linked subsidy;

3) Affordable housing in partner-
ship with Public & Private sectors
and

4) Subsidy for beneficiary-led

individual house construction or
enhancement.

Central grant of Rs. one lakh per
house, on an average, will be avail-
able under the slum rehabilitation
programme. A State Government
would have flexibility in deploying
this slum rehabilitation grant to any
slum rehabilitation project taken for
development using land as a
resource for providing houses to
slum dwellers. Under the Credit
Linked Interest Subsidy compo-
nent, interest subsidy of 6.5 percent
on housing loans availed upto a
tenure of 15 years will be provided to
EWS/LIG categories, wherein the
subsidy pay-out on NPV basis would
be about Rs.2.3 lakh per house for




both the categories. Central assis-
tance at the rate of Rs.1.5 lakh per
house for EWS category will be
provided under the Affordable
Housing in Partnership and
Beneficiary-led individual house
construction or enhancement. State
Government as well as Housing
Boards can take up project of afford-
able housing to avail the Central
Government grant.

The scheme will be implemented
as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme
except the credit linked subsidy
component, which will be imple-
mented as a Central Sector Scheme.
The Mission also prescribes certain
mandatory reforms for easing up
the urban land market for housing,
to make adequate urban land avail-
able for affordable housing. Houses
constructed under the mission
would be allotted in the name of the
female head of the households or in
the joint name of the male head of
the household and his wife.

The scheme will cover the entire
urban area consisting of 4041 statu-
tory towns with initial focus on 500
Class I cities and it will be imple-
mented in three phases as follows,
viz. Phase-I (April 2015 — March
2017) to cover 100 Cities to be
selected from States/UTs as per
their willingness; Phase — II (April
2017 — March 2019) to cover addi-
tional 200 Cities and Phase-III
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(April 2019 — March 2022) to cover
all other remaining Cities. However,
there will be flexibility in covering
number of cities in various phases
and inclusion of additional cities
may be considered by the Ministry
of Housing & Urban Poverty
Alleviation in case there is demand
from States and cities and have
capacity to include them in earlier
phases. Credit linked subsidy com-
ponent of the scheme would be
implemented across the country in
all statutory towns from the very
beginning.

Dimension of the task at present is
estimated at 2 crore. Exact number
of houses, though, would depend on
demand survey for which all
States/Cities will undertake
detailed demand assessment for
assessing actual demand by inte-
grating Aadhar number, Jan Dhan
Yojana account numbers or any
such identification of intended
beneficiaries.

A Technology Sub-mission under
the Mission would be set up to facili-
tate adoption of modern, innovative
and green technologies and building
material for faster and quality con-
struction of houses. The Technology
Sub-Mission will also facilitate
preparation and adoption of layout
designs and building plans suitable
for various geo-climatic zones. It
will also assist States/Cities in

. POLICY ANA
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deploying disaster resistant and
environment friendly technologies.

The Technology Sub-Mission will
coordinate with various regulatory
and administrative bodies for
mainstreaming and up scaling
deployment of modern construction
technologies and material in place
of conventional construction. The
Technology Sub-Mission will also
coordinate with other agencies
working in green and energy effi-
cient technologies, climate change
etc.

The Technology Sub-Mission will
also work on the following aspects:
i) Design & Planning ii) Innovative
technologies & materials iii) Green
buildings using natural resources
and iv) Earthquake and other disas-
ter resistant technologies and
designs.

In the spirit of cooperative federal-
ism, the Mission will provide flexi-
bility to States for choosing best

options amongst four verticals of
the Mission to meet the demand of
housing in their states. The process
of project formulation and approval
in accordance with Mission
Guidelines would be left to the
States, so that projects can be for-
mulated, approved and imple-
mented faster. The Mission will
provide technical and financial
support in accordance to the
Guidelines to the States to meet the
challenge of urban housing.

The Mission will also compile best
practices in terms of affordable
housing policies of the States/UTs
designs and technologies adopted
by States and Cities with an objec-
tive to spread best practices across
States and cities and foster cross
learning. The Mission will also
develop a virtual platform to obtain
suggestions and inputs on house
design, materials, technologies and
other elements of urban housing.




NDA's New Flagship Progammes for
Urbanization will Change the Face of
Urban India

« Siddharth Singh

Setting in motion the process of
urban transformation to provide
better living and drive economic
growth, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched three ambitious
urban projects on — 100 Smart
Cities Mission, Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT), and
Housing for All in urban areas.
Together, the three projects will
entail an investment of over Rs 3
lakh crore in the next five years. As
part of the three missions, the
Government plans to create 2 crore
houses by 2022 by providing a
central grant of Rs 1 lakh to Rs 2.3
lakh per house by way of a 6.5 per
cent interest subvention scheme, to
create 100 Smart Cities through a Rs
48,000-crore initiative, and push for
urban infrastructure upgrade for
500 cities in a Rs 50,000-crore
scheme.

Many people may wonder about
what exactly is a Smart City, but one

does not need to think a lot. Smart
City is a city that provides more than
what a citizen expects. Smart City
will be selected through a
competition among cities proposed
by the States while 500 cities are
being identified under AMRUT. For
the first time in India, a challenge is
being floated, in which the residents
of urban India can contribute in the
formulation of development visions
of their cities. Those cities which
were able to competitively meet the
required parameters would be
developed as Smart Cities. This
competitive mechanism would end
the top-down approach, and lead to
people-centric urban development.
These urban development schemes
have not been prepared by the
Government alone, but it has
perhaps involved the biggest
consultation exercise ever
undertaken by the Union
Government, involving all
stakeholders and examining global

NATIONALS’
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AMRUT

Ensures basic infrastructure
and sanitation

Focus on water supply and
sewerage

Promoting public tramsport

Enabling walking, cycling,
Ereenary and open spaces

Improving urban  governance
through reforms

Capacity bullding

HOUSING FOR ALL (URBAN)

+

*

+

+

Every urban poor household
1o be enabled to owna housa

2 erore houses 1o be buill for
urban poor

Central assistance ranging
from Rs. 1 lakh 1o Rs. 2.30
lakh perhouse

Promotes slum free cities

Howuse in the name of woman
or jointhy with husband

ERALDING A
EW URBAN ERA

SMART CITIES MISSION

+

High gquality core infrastruciure

+ Application of smart soluticns

for betier services
Enhanced quality of Inving

Drives economic growth
benefitting all sections

Fromotes clean & sustainable
E2nvironmeant

Selection of cities through
competition

best practices.

Till now in every scheme related to
urbanization, there was a lack of
holistic vision about urban planning,
and thus expansion plan of the cities
was driven not by the administrators
of a city, but by property developers.
Through AMRUT, the aim of the
Government is to give cities
themselves the chance to plan their
future growth. Under the Smart City
scheme, each selected city will be
provided Central assistance of Rs.
100 crore a year. Under the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT),
allocation of funds will be as per
urban population and the number of
cities and towns in each State or
Union Territory.

Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana in urban areas, the allocation
will be based on the number of urban
poor and slum dwellers. To avoid
delays and non-completion of
projects on account of lack of
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resources, the States and the Union
Territories will now be required to
indicate firmly resource tie-ups
under State-level action plans.
Consultations with urban citizens
have been made mandatory to
ensure need-based and bottom-up
planning of projects.

Women's empowerment has been
made a component of the Housing
for All scheme that envisages houses
for all by 2022. Ownership of houses
will be in the name of women or
jointly with the husband. The
aspirations of migrants from rural
areas, and slum dwellers, should be
balanced with the changing global
environment and thus ensuring a
good life for them is the
Government's responsibility. The
Government is putting the spotlight
on smart cities and allowing the
business community to lead the
development.

(Siddharth Singh is Research Associate at
SPMRF)
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. India Surging Ahead in the Field of

Green Energy — 100 GW Solar Scale-

Up

he Union Government has
given its approval for
stepping up of India's solar

power capacity target under the
National Solar Mission by five times,
reaching 1,00,000 MW by 2022. The
target will principally comprise of 40
GW Rooftop and 60 GW through
Large and Medium Scale Grid
Connected Solar Power Projects.
With this ambitious target, India will
become one of the largest Green
Energy producers in the world,
surpassing several developed
countries.

The total investment in setting up
100 GW will be around Rs. 6,00,000
cr. In the first phase, the
Government of India is providing Rs.
15,050 crore as capital subsidy to
promote solar capacity addition in
the country. This capital subsidy will
be provided for Rooftop Solar

projects in various cities and towns,
for Viability Gap Funding (VGF)
based projects to be developed
through the Solar Energy
Corporation of India (SECI) and for
decentralized generation through
small solar projects.

Solar power can contribute to the
long term energy security of India,
and reduce dependence on fossil
fuels that put a strain on foreign
reserves and the ecology as well. The
solar manufacturing sector will get a
boost with this long term trajectory
of solar capacity addition. This will
help in creation of technology hubs
for manufacturing. The increased
manufacturing capacity and
installation are expected to pave way
for direct and indirect employment
opportunities in both the skilled and
unskilled sector.

The new solar target of 100 GW is




expected to abate over 170 million
tonnes of CO2 over its life cycle. This
Solar Scale-up Plan has a target of 40
GW through Decentralized Solar
Power Generation in the form of Grid
Connected Rooftop Projects. While
Decentralized Generation will
stabilise the grid, it will minimize
investment on power evacuation.

To facilitate such a massive target,
the Prime Minister's Office has been
pushing various Ministries to initiate
supporting interventions, like:-

1. Incorporating changes in land
use regulations and tenancy laws to
facilitate aggregation and leasing of
land by farmers/ developers for solar
projects;

2. Identification of large chunks
ofland for solar projects;

3. Identification of large
government complexes/ buildings
for rooftop projects;

4. Clear survey of wastelands and
identification of transmission/ road
infrastructure using satellite
technology for locating solar parks;

5. Development of power
transmission network/ Green
Energy Corridor;

6. Settingup of exclusive parks for
domestic manufacturing of solar PV
modules;

7. Provision of roof top solar and

10 percent renewable energy as
mandatory reform under the new
scheme of Ministry of Urban
Development;

laws for mandatory provision of roof
top solar for new construction or
higher FAR;

9. Considering infrastructure
status for solar projects; raising tax
free solar bonds; providing long
tenor loans; making roof top solar a
part of housing loan by banks/ NHB
and extending ITFCL credit facility to
such projects by the Department of
Financial Services;

10. Suitable amendments to the
Electricity Act for strong
enforcement of Renewable Purchase
Obligation (RPO) and for providing
Renewable Generation Obligation
(RGO);

11. Incorporating measures in
Integrated Power Development
Scheme (IPDS) for encouraging
distribution companies and making
net-metering compulsory.

The price of solar energy has come
down significantly from Rs.17.90 per
unit in 2010 to under Rs.7 per unit
now. With technology advancement
and market competition, this Green
Power is expected to reach grid
parity by 2017-18. These
developments would enable India to
achieve its target of 1,00,000 MW.
This will also fulfill India's
international commitment towards
Green and climate friendly growth
trajectory.

- SPMRF Desk




Strengthening and Establishment of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras

he Union Government has

recently given its approval

for continuation,
strengthening and establishment of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) with
an outlay of Rs.3900 crore. The
scheme envisages continuation of
642 KVKs established till date and
establishment of 109 new KVKs to
carry out wide range of activities
related to agriculture.

The scheme includes initiation of
new components namely ICT in
agriculture, Farmer FIRST
programme, creation of the Farm
Innovation Fund, Disaster
Management Fund, Technology
Information Units, mini seed
processing facilities, micro nutrient
analysis facilities, solar panels, V-
KVKs and KVK net, specialized
KVKs and e-farmers; and extending
existing components like Integrated
Farming System, rain water
harvesting structures, soil and water
testing laboratories, minimal
processing facilities, carp hatcheries
to new KVKs, establishment of 16
new Agricultural Technology
Information Centers (ATICs),
Network Project on Expert System
and New Extension Methodologies
and Approaches. The scheme
provides support to the Directorates
of Extension Education (DEE) of

State and Central Agricultural
Universities.

Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), a
unique model of frontline extension
in agriculture, serves as a single
window mechanism for addressing
the technology needs of farmers with
a multidisciplinary approach. KVKs
function as knowledge and resource
centre at district level and play a very
important role in demonstration of
Location Specific Technologies.
They are the links between research
and extension and also with farmers,
and support the initiative of public,
private and voluntary sectors for
improving the agricultural economy
in a holistic manner.

The KVKs lay strong emphasis on
skill development training of rural
youth, farm women and farmers, as
also provide latest technological
inputs like seeds, planting materials
and bio-products. They
continuously advise farmers on
timely crop/enterprise related
recommendations, including
climate resilient technologies for
enhancing their production and
income levels. KVKs also diagnose
and solve problems emerging from
district agro-ecosystems and are
perfectly located to lead adoption of
innovations.

SPMRF Desk
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Narendra Modi Administration has
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Introduced a New Paradigm of
Governance

he NDA's first year in office

has been a game-changer. A

new paradigm of governance
where growth and welfare go hand in
hand has been introduced — invest-
ment aimed at double-digit growth is
being planned in tandem with pro-
poor initiatives. Transparency and
probity, as evidenced by the coal and
telecom auctions and the initiatives
against black money, are the order of
the day. The results are already visi-
ble, with the economy growing at 7.3
per cent in 2014-15. This, after inher-
iting alow growth rate due to 10 years
of scams, indecisive governance,
global recession, etc.

Acting on the premise that infra-

structure-creation drives economic
growth, the NDA has focused on this
sector. A Rs 70,000 crore increase in
infrastructure investment in 2015-16,
over the last financial year, is on the
cards. Five new power projects of
4,000 megawatts (MW) each, in
plug-and-play mode, have been
announced. Public investments in
irrigation and rural infrastructure
have been prioritised and govern-
ment policy has been tailored to
attract both public- and private-
sectorinvestment in infrastructure.

A transparent approach to natural
resources was vital, given that the
biggest scams during the UPA years
had to do with coal and spectrum

- P. Muralidhar Rao

allocation. The
NDA thus
opted for e-
auctions.
Revenue of
more than Rs 2
lakh crore for |
coal-bearing
states has been
generated through this process (dur-
ing the UPA regime, the states only
received royalty from coal mining).
The telecom spectrum auction
fetched more than Rs 11akh crore.

Centre-state relations and India's
global image have improved drasti-
cally. The prime minister has repeat-
edly emphasised the importance of
Team India for progress. To help
states focus on their development
plans and strengthen the federal
structure, the NDA swiftly imple-
mented the 14th Finance
Commission's recommendation to
increase the states' share of total
federal tax revenues from 32 to 42 per
cent.

The government and the BJP stand
firm on curbing the growth of black
money, a major handicap in
resource-generation for the empow-
erment of the poor. Not only does it
drain capital but also compromises
international relations. The PM has
been successful in evolving a consen-
sus among world leaders on the black
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money issue. Indeed, the NDA's first
cabinet decision was the constitution
of an SIT to investigate black money.
Two important pieces of legislation,
the Undisclosed Foreign Income and
Assets (Imposition of Tax) Bill and
Benami Transactions (Prohibition)
Bill, were enacted to curb the genera-
tion of black money.

In terms of legislation, the past year
has been fruitful thanks to the BJP's
clear majority in the Lower House.
The 2015 budget session was the
most productive of the last 15 years.
Lok Sabha productivity — the num-
ber of actual working hours as a
percentage of the total scheduled
hours — was 123 per cent. The Upper
House was slightly behind, with
productivity of 101 per cent.

Financial inclusion of the poor has
been an immediate priority.
Accordingly, three social security
schemes providing insurance cover
and pension have been launched.
Dovetailed with the Jan Dhan Yojana,
they are a decisive step towards
institutionalised financial inclusion,
rather than dole.

The launch of the Mudra Bank was
another significant step towards the
financial empowerment of citizens.
India boasts some 5.7 crore small
enterprises, which account for 9o per
cent of the non-agricultural
workforce and 40 per cent of the non-
agricultural GDP. The majority,
around 62 per cent, of these are run
by individuals from SC, ST or OBC
communities. Cut off from the bank-

ing system post-Independence, they
have now been given access to mini-
mal interest loans of Rs 50,000 to Rs
10 lakh. Interestingly, these small
enterprises contributed to India's
global economic dominance before
the Industrial Revolution.
Strengthening the traditional small-
is-beautiful model could well help
realise the dream of turning India
into a global manufacturing hub.

Addressing the skills gap, which has
thus far hampered efforts to take
advantage of the demographic divi-
dend and generate largescale
employment, the NDA has created a
special ministry for skilling 500
million youth by 2020. Nearly 1.5
crore youth enter the job market
every year, but only a tiny fraction
receive formal vocational training, as
compared to 60-96 per cent in indus-
trialised countries.

India enjoys a huge demographic
advantage with a billion people under
45 — in contrast to the increasing
dependency ratio in the West. By
2020, the average Indian will be 29
years old, compared to 37 for China
and 48 for Japan. Instinctively realis-
ing that a decisive leader is needed to
make the most of this opportunity,
the electorate has placed its faith in
Narendra Modi. Judging from the
firstyear, he has used that mandate to
forge ahead with an innovative, even
revolutionary, paradigm of equitable
growth.

(The writeris national general secretary, BJP)

Courtesy: The Indian Express, Opinion, 18th
June 2015




To Forget is Costly

t the best of times India is
bad at commemorating the
ast. Under the circum-
stances, it is hardly surprising that
the 4oth anniversary of Indira
Gandhi's 20-month Emergency will
be marked in a perfunctory way.
Although even this patchy com-
memoration wouldn't have hap-
pened had the Congress still been in
power at the Centre, the casual way
India approaches its history — both
distant and recent — is quite galling.
This makes it possible for the entire
horrific experience that shaped the
political outlook of a generation to
be reduced to a set of slogans and
catchy headlines.

Part of the distortion arises from
the fact that the events between
June 1975 and March 1977 are out-
side the personal experiences of the
vast majority of a young country. In
the absence of proper documenta-
tion, the Emergency often appears
too distant for meaningful compre-
hension. Moreover, most of the
chief actors of the period have died
and the stray TV reminiscences of
individuals who were relevant to the
period, valuable as these are, can't
really substitute for India's larger
problem with consciously remem-
bering. Even those who have a con-
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scious stake in
ensuring that
India never
forgets its
experience
with arbitrary I 7 '.‘
and authoritar-
ian government are often ham-
strung by the profound embarrass-
ment over the Janata Party fiasco
between 1977 and 1979. And there is
no getting away from the discon-
certing reality that those who were
most responsible for the derailment
of democracy during the Emergency
were subsequently rehabilitated
politically. Some even made the
seamless shift to the other side.

In a recent interview, veteran
Bharatiya Janata Party leader L.K.
Advani stressed the total lack of
contrition of the Congress Party.
The point is well made and needs to
be addressed. However, it is useful
to remember that the Emergency
happened and was sustained not
merely by the personal agendas of
Indira Gandhi, Sanjay Gandhi,
Siddhartha Shankar Ray, D.K.
Barooah, Bansi Lal, Ambika Soni, et
al. It struck terror into the hearts of
India and reduced a country to
abject submission because it was
backed up by a large number of
functionaries who included second-
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rung politicians, bureaucrats, jour-
nalists, industrialists, judges and
academics. Without their comple-
mentary support, constitutional
authoritarianism may well have
been more fragile and more short-
lived.

The role played by a supine judi-
ciary in legitimising the suspension
of habeas corpus and even the right
to life has been among the better-
documented features of the
Emergency. Equally, the remark-
able ease with which the media —
otherwise so conscious of its rights
and entitlements — capitulated
before the likes of Sanjay Gandhi
and Vidya Charan Shukla (the then
information and broadcasting
minister) and crawled when asked
to bend is now part of folk memory.
However, what has been neatly
obliterated from popular memory is
the contribution of what was called
“progressive forces” in constructing
the intellectual scaffolding of the
Emergency.

The term “progressive forces”
needs a little explaining in the con-
text of the times. After the Congress
split of 1969, and Indira Gandhi's
expedient adoption of aggressive
socialist rhetoric, a big chunk of the
Communist movement, especially
those tied to the apron strings of the
Soviet Union, felt that an alliance
with the Congress was imperative to
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push a “progressive” agenda. In this
respect, the importance of the
Communist Party of India (CPI) was
paramount.

In the India of Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi, the CPI was far
more important than its parliamen-
tary representation suggested. It
was the beacon of “progressive”
thought and it showed the way to an
influential Left body whose mem-
bership spanned the Congress, CPI
and unattached individuals in aca-
demia, media, public sector units
and even business (usually linked to
trade with the Soviet bloc). The
CPI's formal alliance with the
Congress in 1971 strengthened
Indira Gandhi's socialist credentials
and made it a fight against the par-
ties of “right reaction”. Communists
and fellow travellers were gener-
ously rewarded with state patronage
and in turn they were a big influence
in the moves to secure a “committed
bureaucracy” and “committed
judiciary”. When the anti-
corruption movement headed
nominally by Jayaprakash Narayan
shook Bihar and Gujarat in 1973-74,
it was the CPI ecosystem that con-
vened umpteen “anti-fascist” con-
ventions and warned of the advanc-
ing tide of “counter-revolution”.

Predictably, the CPI was in the
vanguard of the forces that cheered
on the Emergency. In his speech on
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February 28, 1976, to the Congress
of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, CPI chairman S.A.
Dange said, “The rightist and fascist
forces made a diabolic bid for the
seizure of power which was foiled by
the bold pre-emptive actions taken
in declaring a national emergency.”
The party asserted that “a new stage
of popular anti-fascist unity had
been reached between the Congress
and the CPI at all levels...”
Exhibiting characteristic
Communist sophistry, CPI ideo-
logue Mohit Sen — who enjoyed a
special relationship with the Nehru-
Gandhi family — claimed that “the
mantle of destiny” had “slipped over
the broadening shoulders of our
party”: it had “ceased to become the
object of history and become its
subject... not so much the product,
as the producer of history”.

The CPI's lyrical ecstasy over the
Emergency was understandable. It
saw the Emergency — particularly
the ability to function without any
political challenge — as the means of
increasing “progressive” influences
over both policy making and the
state. It was seen as an important
step in ensuring a permanent left
and pro-Soviet domination of India.
This onward march was particularly
visible in the universities where
fellow traveller, education minister
S. Nurul Hasan, ensured the domi-
nance of professed Marxists (who
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included out and out careerists) into
positions of power and influence. It
was an enduring legacy that outlived
the Emergency and continues to
plague contemporary India.

The CPI's dream of becoming
intertwined with the Congress was
thwarted by Sanjay Gandhi, who
hated all shades of Communists.
However, as the only non-Congress
party that could function openly
during the Emergency, the CPI
penetrated into different layers of
society. Its fellow travellers main-
tained their close links with the
Congress and, in time, became
valuable allies in the Gandhi fam-
ily's larger political battles against,
first, the Janata Party, and, subse-
quently, the BJP. The history of the
ideological battles that the National
Democratic Alliance governments
of Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Narendra Modi have had to encoun-
ter can be traced back to the dark
days of the Emergency.

Forgetting the past, it would seem,
also involves the inability to grasp
the essence of contemporary politi-
cal battles.

(The writeris a senior journalist)

Courtesy: Deccan Chronicle, Opinion,
26thJune 2015
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Intolerance

hen JNU's bright

student and Marxist

intellectual Sitaram
Yechury took over the leadership of
the CPM, even his enemies felt that
here was a man for the season in a
party that was increasingly becom-
ing irrelevant to Indian politics. But
his taking up cudgels against a
national movement to project yoga
as a worldwide body-mind fitness
programme has proved the cliche
that the more things change, the
more they remain the same.

Even worse is his comparing yoga
postures to the morning stretching
by dogs. Yechury's opposition to
yoga, however, underlines the fact
that the Indian Left has learnt noth-
ing and forgotten nothing. It's dis-
connect with the Indian ethos and
interests remains unchanged.

In fact, itis not surprising given the
fact that the Indian Left has seldom
been on the same page as with rest of
Indiainits over 80-year history. The
communists opposed the Quit India
movement, vilified and abused
national leaders such as Gandhiji
and Netaji and spied on freedom
fighters for the British Empire.

When most Indians wanted the
British to leave behind a unified
India, the communists, hand in
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glove with
the Muslim
League,
successfully
worked for
the creation
of a theocra-
tic Pakistan.
They waged
an armed
war against
independent India in 1948, sided
with aggressor China in 1962 and
joined anti-Indian forces in
denouncing India after the nation
went nuclear under the NDA. So
Yechury's tirade against yoga is of
no surprise. Yoga must be opposed
and condemned by the CPM
because of its Indian origins, irre-
spective of its global acceptance and
proven benefits. It reminds one of
the Taliban's senseless opposition
to polio eradication programme in
parts of Pakistan because of its
western origins. By opposing yoga,
Yechury has proved that his party is
the Taliban's counterpart in India.

The Taliban portrays anti-polio
campaign in Pakistan as a conspir-
acy by Western imperialism and the
Church, CPM sees yoga as an exten-
sion of BJP's Hindutva agenda! The
fact is, both polio eradication
programme and yoga are ideology-
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and religion-neutral and are aimed
at the well-being of humanity.

When ambassadors from a host of
countries from the US to Japan are
found among the yoga enthusiasts
participating at the Rajpath show,
when across the world in New York,
London, Paris or Beijing people are
gladly practising yogic postures,
where is the question of a Hindutva
agenda?

The CPM leader, however, does not
stop at accusing the International
Yoga Day resolution of the UN
endorsed by 190 nations as a parti-
san agenda of the Modi government.
He goes overboard, perceiving in it
“a tactic adopted by dictators in the
past”.

Surely, the Marxist who found
virtue in such dictators as Stalin,
Mao, North Korea's Kim Jong-il,
Cambodian butcher Pol Pot, Cuba's
Castro, among other communists,
has such a warped mind that he
fears seeds of dictatorship in an
internationally hailed body-mind
health movement and greatness in
communist-led wholesale killing of
innocents.

From Patanjali to B K Iyengar, did
the communist leader find even a
trace of dictatorship in the vast and
varied literature and practitioners
of yoga? Even stranger is Yechury's
accusation that celebrating an
Indian contribution to global civili-
sation is meant to “divert attention

from basic issues confronting peo-
ple” like malnutrition and hunger.
He remembers that some 190 mil-
lion people in the country are below
poverty line.

One may ask this Marxist intellec-
tual whether asking people to read
Tagore or listen to Ravi Shankar's
sitar recital is also a diversionary
tactic? In fact, building body-mind
harmony is by all criteria part of
creating a nation that can better
resolve the extreme and complex
issues of solving the burning prob-
lems of people.

Both leadership and the common
man need the discipline of body and
mind to deal with the humongous
problems of poverty. For one who
heads a party that ruled West
Bengal for 34 years and left the state
and people so frustrated that they
overthrew his party wholesale from
power, such accusations betray his
anti-people past and a future of
increasingirrelevance thatis staring
at his party's poverty of ideas.

The Marxist leader fails to see any
virtue in the promotion of yoga. This
is in line with the Marxist thinking
that seems to say that true thought
began only with Marx. And this
mindset is close to the marauding
Taliban who want the world to
accept on pain of being butchered or
buried alive—a daily practice in
Islamist held parts of West
Asia—that their creed alone has
monopoly of divine truth.




Nationalism is anathema to the
Marxists. Their guru had pro-
claimed proletarian unity across
countries will emerge out of the
dialectic process of the intensifying
class war. National boundaries and
specific national symbols were to
dissolve in the emergence of prole-
tarian internationalism. “Workers
of the world unite, you have nothing
but your chains to lose” was the
clarion call of Marx. But 20th cen-
tury saw Russian and Chinese com-
munism, Stalin and Mao at logger-
heads. It saw communist China
marching its forces into communist
Vietnam and communist Vietnam
driving communist leaders of
Cambodia into exile.Marxism died
in Russia and the once-communist
Putin is now Putin, the Russian
nationalist. How communism in
North Korea, one of the very few last
bastions of Marx's heaven on earth
morphed into a family dictatorship
of the worst order challenges Marx's
vision as naive and untrue.

Yet another Marxian utopia, Cuba,
is also changing after subjecting its
dissidents into lifelong prison and
its people into primitive poverty. As
for Red China, free market came to
its rescue even as its proletarian
dictatorship has meant that even a
blind intellectual and dissident had
to be locked up in his own house
with walls raised high and soldiers
keeping constant watch.
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What happened to East Germany,
where the regime sought to sur-
round the country to prevent its
people from escaping the Marxist
utopia with a huge concrete and
steel wall for decades, is also part of
recent history.

The refusal of Marxists like
Yechury to take pride in their own
nation's ancient achievements is in
line with the West Asian Taliban
who physically destroy the monu-
ments of their own past. That leads
us to understand why the invading
Turks burnt the great library of
Alexandria in the mid-15th century
and the marauding Ghaznis and
Ghoris as well as their later avatars
like Aurangzeb could not tolerate
the magnificent and the sacred in
India.

Such hatred for the past glories of
your own country and people lead to
Kashmiri extremists driving the
Pandits out of the Valley. In the
Indian Marxist's hate speech
against the yoga day observance,
you see the same bitter intolerance
of the Taliban working within the
communist bonnet.

(The author is national vice president,
BJP)

Courtesy: The New Indian Epress, 27th
June2015
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Modi's Push on 'Act East Pollcy Bangladesh
Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) Motor
Vehicle Agreement Signed

ndia recently signed the

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and

Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicle
Agreement for the Regulation of
Passenger, Personal and Cargo
Vehicular Traffic amongst BBIN
countries. The agreement was signed
on 15th June at the BBIN Transport
Ministers meeting in Thimpu,
Bhutan. The BBIN agreement will
promote safe, economical efficient
and environmentally sound road
transport in the sub-region and will
further help each country in creating
an institutional mechanism for
regional integration. BBIN countries
will be benefited by mutual cross
border movement of passenger and
goods for overall economic develop-
ment of the region. The people of the
four countries will benefit through
seamless movement of goods and
passenger across borders. Each Party
will bear its own costs arising from
implementation of this agreement.
SAARC Motor vehicle agreement was
red flagged by Pakistan during the
last SAARC Summit in Kathmandu in
November 2014. In that backdrop it
was decided by the sub-regional
group that to promote the movement
of goods and people, it is in the inter-
est of the region to have this kind of
mutual agreement and that has been
fructified now.

India's 'Act East' policy essentially
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reckons that opening the trading
corridors with its eastern and south-
eastern neighbours will usher in an
era of development for its north-
eastern States. Further, connectivity
is also meant to unlock the tremen-
dous untapped trading potential of
India with its immediate South Asian
neighbouring economies. This agree-
ment allows the four countries to
pave the way for transit of personal
and commercial vehicles. Movement
of vehicles across borders has been
thought out to facilitate trade and
movement of freight with passenger
carrying vehicles, a value addition.
The land-locked trading centres of
Nepal and Bhutan can get access to
ports in India and Bangladesh. The
idea is to link the South Asian
Corridors with the Asian Highway
network. Tripura can get access to
Bangladesh's Ashugunj port; and
Chittagong and Mongla ports can be
accessed to move foodgrain from
Kolkata to the North-East.The open-
ing of the Bangabandhu Bridge over
the Jamuna river (the Jamuna multi-
purpose bridge) and the development
of the Padma bridge, the Dhaka-
Chittagong transport corridor, and
other strategic transport corridors
can facilitate trade between
Bangladesh and India's North-East
and West Bengal.

SPMRF Desk
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Ministry of Culture
Setting up of a National Memorial at the

Birth Place of Lok Nayak Jai Prakash
Narayan in Bihar

The Union Government recently
gave its approval to the proposal of
the Ministry of Culture for setting
up of a National Memorial at Lala Ka
Tola, Sitab, Diara, District Chhapra
(Saran) in Bihar — the birth place of
Lok Nayak Jai Prakash Narayan.
The Memorial will also house a
virtual museum and an institute to
undertake study and research on (a)
democracy, (b) enhancing the role
of Panchayats in nation building, (c)
Gandhian thoughts, and (d) centre
for Khadi and constructive work
keeping in view the thoughts of Lok
Nayak Jai Prakash Narayan, along
with Lok Nayak Khadi Gaurav
Samvardhan Kendra at the same
place for making national flags by
women cluster(s).

Bharat Ratna Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Narayan's contribution as
an exemplary leader of Indian inde-
pendence movement, a freedom
fighter, social reformer and a vision-
ary political leader will be commem-
orated through these decisions. As
sentinel of Indian democracy, his
contribution to redeem democracy
will be remembered for long. After
proclamation of National
Emergency, on the mid-night of
25th June, 1975, Lok Nayak Jai

Prakash Narayan was arrested and
kept as adetenu at Chandigarh.

Jai Prakash Narayan's call for a
Sampoorna Kranti (Total
Revolution) for upholding and
defending civil liberties at a very
critical juncture in the post-
independence history of India,
ushered a new democratic move-
ment for India and contributed to
strengthen the roots of democracy.

For so many decades no memorial
was thought of for the late leader
and no effort made to disseminate
his thoughts on the various dimen-
sions and aspects of Indian society
and polity. By deciding to undertake
the creation of a memorial, the
Narendra Modi led BJP
Government has initiated a water-
shed step to preserve and perpetu-
ate the contributions and work of
Jai Prakash Narayan.
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Ministry of HRD
Modi Govt Okays Setting Up of 6 New IIMs

The Narendra Modi Government
has cleared the proposal for setting
up of six new IIMs in the country,
which will start offering courses
from the coming academic session
itself. The new IIMs will be located
at Visakhapatnam (Andhra
Pradesh), Bodh Gaya (Bihar),
Sirmaur (Himachal Pradesh),
Nagpur (Maharashtra), Sambalpur
(Odisha) and Amritsar (Punjab).
Each institute will start with an
intake of 140 students for the post-

graduate course, the flagship
programme of the IIMs, admission
for which will be through CAT. In his
Budget speech in July last year,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had
announced a proposal for the set-
ting up of five new IIMs. In addition,
an IIM was also proposed for
Andhra Pradesh in keeping with the
AP Re-organisation Act, 2014.There
are at present 13 IIMs in the coun-

try.

PM office
PM launches 'Narendra Modi Mobile App'

opportunity to receive
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directly from Shri
Narendra Modi. There is
also an option to contribute
and earn 'badges' through
® to-dotasks.
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tune-in and listen to the

PM Modi's Mann Ki Baat
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Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi, recently launched the
'Narendra Modi Mobile App'. The
application provides updates on the
day-to-day activities of Shri
Narendra Modi. It presents an

T

e €ditions of Prime Minister

Modi, read his blogs, and
get to know more about him from
the Biography section. The app
provides comprehensive informa-
tion on initiatives and achievements

of the Union Government, including
an 'info-graphics'section.
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g}‘u FDI inflows surge Iw 112%in
~ N April'13 under NDA Gout

"W Make In India & Ease of Doing Business usher rapid rise in FDI

“Apris
Source: DIPP

| Forex reserves register higher jump in 2014-15 than last 4 years put together

$354.2

$313.5 Billion
$275.9 Billion &
Billion

" June10-June'14 | |June’14 - June'15 |

Source : Reserve Bank of India
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"The gigantic task of
reconstruction, cultural, social,
economic and political can be
rendered possible through
coordinated efforts of bands of
trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of
India's past glory and greatness,
her strength and weakness, it is
they who can place before their
country a programme of work,
which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of Indian
civilisation will be adapted to the
changing conditions of the modern
world."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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