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unemployment, especially among the rime Minister Modi's visit to Central 
proletariat, have themselves done little, over Asia – was landmark outreach that has P the years, to empower the proletariat. They bridged the physical and mental 
have only used them to promote or mouth distance between India and this region. 
certain outdated slogans which has neither Civilisational partners have again renewed 
empowered nor made self-reliant those among their link and have pledged to work for 
the marginalized. creating a more stable, secure and dynamic 

Asia and world order. It is very refreshing that While other political parties – in India – 
Prime Minister Modi, over the last one year, namely those peddling the outdated and 
has chosen to visit those countries and region imported ideology of Communism have just 
that have been long neglected by India and yet reduced themselves to name-calling and 
were very crucial for her to seek strategic obstructionism without capacity or energy to 
depth and create an alternate world order. expand or attract fresh energy, the BJP has 

launched into its countrywide “prashikshan” - The BRICS meet at Ufa in Russia, was also a 
training of new members as well as its Maha-watershed visit which has cemented the 
Sampark Abhiyan. These two countrywide and formation of an alternate global pole in which 
massive outreach programme is aimed at rising and emerging powers seek their space 
further strengthening the ideological roots of and voice. PM Modi's confident projection of 
the party and to orient nationalist youth who India's global aspiration and his tireless 
have joined the party in large numbers to outreach programmes to strengthen India's 
dedicate themselves to constructive national position on the global stage is yielding results. 
service. No other party, certainly not those Pragmatism, realism and determined 
which make a political living by attacking the articulation of India's aspiration and world-
BJP, have ever had such nationalist orientation view have redefined India's terms of 
or objectives. Party President, Shri Amit Shah, engagement in the last one year. When India's 
has already undertaken extensive zonal tours foreign policy will be re-evaluated PM Modi's 
and has interacted with workers, calling upon Central Asia visit will surely be analysed as a 
them to strengthen the party, the ideology and path-breaking one. 
with idealism, work to bring India to the front-

Close on the heel of the Central Asia visit has 
rank. 

come the launching of Skill India, bringing to 
Parties which do not condemn Naxal terror, the forefront one of PM Modi's major promises 

which keep silent when members of our armed of empowering Indian youth by imparting skill 
forces or police get killed for doing their duty, training. India, in earlier times, was a skilled 
parties whose leaders encourage international society and great emphasis was laid on the 
signature campaigns against popular leaders in development of skills, on entrepreneurship 
India, parties which have never had nationalist and start ups, similarly PM Modi has re-
moorings and which have always been ignited that vision and the Skill India 
ambivalent on India's position in the world and Programme aims at training and skilling a 
her aspiration for achieving major power large number of youth over the years. Skill 
status are outdated in today's India. Political India is not “only to provide training and job 
evaporation awaits them in the near future…but also to impart fresh energy and confidence 

among youths.” The aim is to make India the 

capital of human resources. Interestingly, 

t hose  who  r egu l a r l y  compla in  o f  

 -Dr. Anirban Ganguly,

Director, SPMRF
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PM Narendra Modi described hands to make the dream of a Digital 

technology as a means to “discover, India into a reality. Youngsters are 

learn, evolve and implement” while enthusiastic, industry is supportive 

sharing his thoughts during the and the government is proactive. 

Digital Dialogue, in which he talked India is yearning for a digital 

extensively on technology. Some revolution.” 

salient points of PM digital dialogue · “The investment committed 
are as follows: by industry towards a Digital India 

Thoughts on technology: indicates their optimism and the 

positive effects will be felt for · “It (technology) combines 3Ss- 
generations. Most notably, several speed, simplicity and service. 
job opportunities will be created for Technology is fast, technology is 
our people.” simple and technology is a brilliant 

way to serve people. It is also a great On social media PM opined: 

teacher. The more we learn about “The future belongs to social 
technology and the more we learn media. It is egalitarian and 
through technology, the better it is.” inclusive. Social media is not about 

· “Technology empowers the any country, any language, any 

less empowered. If there is a strong colour, any community but it is 

force that bring a change in the lives about human values and that is the 

of those on the margins it is underlying link binding humanity.” 

technology.” PM on mobile governance: 

On the Digital India initiative: “M-governance is empowered 

· “The entire Nation has joined governance. It has the potential to 

PM Modi's Digital Dialogue

PM MODI’S VISION
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make development a truly inclusive unimaginable and unprecedented. 

a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a s s  The investment committed by 

movement. It puts governance into industry towards a Digital India 

e v e r y o n e ' s  r e a c h .  I t  p u t s  indicates their optimism and the 

governance in your hands 24/7.” positive effects will be felt for 

generations. Most notably, several On start-ups: 
job opportunities will be created for 

“Start-ups are the engines of 
our people. 

exponential growth, manifesting 
Never before has something been the power of innovation. Several big 

planned at such a large scale. I want companies today are start-ups of 
to add that this dream will be yesterday.” 
fulfi l led not by the Central 

“We want India to emerge as the 
Government or the private sector 

Innovation Hub where the next big 
alone. Everybody (Centre, State 

ideas emerge, driven by the power of 
Governments,  organisations,  

technology.” 
corporates, and people) has to come 

Prime Minister Narendra together and is working towards a 
Modi also answered some of digital India. 
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  i n  

Several people wrote to me asking 
#DigitalDialouge. Some of the 

how Digital India will touch their 
answers are as follows:

lives. They shared ideas for citizen-
Q1 – A very common question centric services from the national 

across social media platforms t i l l  t h e  P a n c h a y a t  l e v e l .  
(Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn) - The @RishiBagree highlighted an App 
Digital India week has been on waste management. @rangats 
launched. Has the response been and @kumawatraj have talked 
encouraging and up to your about PDS improvement and 
expectations? electronic ration cards. 

Answer by PM Modi:The entire I want to tell everyone - our quest 
Nation has joined hands to make the f o r  a  D i g i t a l  I n d i a  i s  a l l  
dream of a Digital India into a encompassing. It is going to touch 
reality. Youngsters are enthusiastic, your lives in several ways, making it 
industry is supportive and the easier. For instance, the Digital 
government is proactive. India is Locker and e-Sign will manage all 
yearning for a digital revolution. key documents with ease and 

When the Digital India initiative efficiency. Documents can be 

was launched, the fervour was accessed at a click and that too 
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without being inconvenienced. Take extensively used. More usage will 

healthcare- eHospital would mean enable them to become mature and 

no more wasting time standing in world class. That is why, I urge 

hospital lines. Instead, there is everyone to use these innovative 

o n l i n e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  services as much as possible. For 

appointment, online payment and instance, think of paying the salary 

online reports. @microrao asked of your support staff from your 

me about an online portal where mobile to their Jan Dhan accounts. 

information and prices of drugs and Similarly, keep using these services 

medicine will be made available. He in as many ways as possible.

will be happy to know that DeitY is Q2- @BGMahesh (BG Mahesh) 
actively working on this. The asked – what is your tech routine. In 
National Scholarship Portal brings what ways in technology a part of 
together all scholarship schemes your life. 
under a single application form. 

Answer by PM Modi:Technology 
Thus, you will have one convenient 

for me is- discover, learn, evolve and 
platform to search the right 

implement. It combines 3Ss- speed, 
scholarship, filling several forms 

simplicity and service. Technology 
and tracking their progress. 

is fast, technology is simple and 
The real  strength of these technology is a brilliant way to serve 

initiatives will come when they are 
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people. It is also a great teacher. The months ago we launched PRAGATI, 

more we learn about technology and a technology based multi-purpose 

the more we learn through and multi-nodal platform where 

t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  b e t t e r  i t  projects are monitored and people's 

is.Technology enthuses the world. I problems are addressed. On the last 

see technology as this vast ocean Wednesday of every month, I sit 

whose small droplets I have been down with top officials during the 

able to touch upon. Ofcourse, I want PRAGATI sessions and we cover 

to know more and more about latest substantial ground in a wide range 

technology but due to my schedule it of sectors. We are already seeing the 

becomes very tough. Yet, I am a difference this can make. 

curious mind when it comes to Technology transforms people's 
anything that facilitates public good lives. From mitigating poverty to 
and so, I try to learn more and more simplifying processes, ending 
about how technology can ensure corruption to providing better 
public good. I keep thinking about it s e r v i c e s ,  T e c h n o l o g y  i s  
and try to know as much more as omnipresent. It has become the 
possible. single-most important instrument 

Like any common person, I scan of human progress. 

my mails and try to be as regular in Technology is here to stay. The 
correspondence (by my own future of technology lies in its 
standards I  am st i l l  s low).  humanization. Technology on a 
Technology makes access to day-to-day basis is getting adaptive 
information a lot faster. I am able to to human emotions, preferences 
access news on the go. I may be and choices. To me technology used 
travelling in the hills, in the wisely is a catalyst to magically 
N o r t h e a s t  o f  i n  i n t e r i o r  transforming the way we live. 
Chhatt isgarh but  thanks to  

technology I am abreast with what is 
Q3- @ramyavenugopal (Ramya happening. 

Venugopal) asked- You are active on 
I have been using technology for 

@LinkedIn with a vibrant following. 
my work right from the days when I 

How has social media helped u 
was doing party work. As a Chief 

connect better with people? 
Minister I made attempts to 

Answer by PM Modi:The future integrate technology in the working 
belongs to social media. It is of the government and my efforts to 
egalitarian and inclusive. Social do the same continue in Delhi. A few 
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media is not about any country, any Varanasi it created waves across the 

l a n g u a g e ,  a n y  c o l o u r ,  a n y  world. If this doesn't indicate 

community but it is about human something then what does? 

values and that is the underlying My being on social media has 
link binding humanity. enriched me in many ways. After a 

A great example is the recent long day at work, I log on to social 

#Sel f ieWithDaughter  t rend.  media and it is very very refreshing. 

Through social media I read about I am active on Facebook, Twitter, 

this initiative in a district in Google+, LinkedIn and Instagram. 

Haryana and I thought I must talk It gives me a pulse of what people 

about it during my 'Mann Ki Baat' think. I get a lot of feedback. For 

and ask parents to share selfies with example, someone tweeted to me 

their daughters on social media. The that during one of the speeches I 

rest is history. Worldwide and in spoke too fast. It acts as a mirror for 

India this became a trend. People all of us in our otherwise very busy 

from Africa, Europe, the Americas, lives. 

South Asian neighbours shared I am a firm believer in the use of 
selfies taken with their daughters. social media. It has given voice to 
When people were sharing selfies, the common man. This is an 
they were not responding to the call empowering platform and it should 
of a Prime Minister, it was a connect be used as positively and creatively 
between humans for a cause that is as possible. That is when you will 
important for all of us and has understand the power of that 
resonance across the globe. medium and you will be able to 

On Yoga Day the world could see make a difference.

what is happening all over due to Q4- Narayan Reddy from Andhra 
social media. Physical distance was Pradesh wrote: There is a sense that 
rendered irrelevant. Similarly, technology further empowers those 
during the previous 'Mann Ki Baat' I who are already empowered. How 
asked people to share glimpses of can technology change the lives of 
#IncredibleIndia and I got lakhs of people on the margins? @RupamG 
responses. One Vietnamese person (Rupam Ghatak) asks – rural India 
shared his memories of India and I needs better internet penetration, 
got an opportunity to talk to that how can digital India achieve that?
person on Twitter. When a group of 

Answer by PM Modi:Technology 
friends decided to clean the Ghats in 

empowers the less empowered. If 
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there is a strong force that bring a dependent on seasonal tourist flow, 

change in the lives of those on the can now sell their products across 

margins it is technology. It serves as the world with a single click. 

a leveler and a springboard. Aggregators of various kinds have 

given a fresh lease of life to Take for instance the farmer. 
thousands of people across our Technology can make agriculture 
country. Be it retail, tourism, product ive ,  prosperous  and 
t r a n s p o r t ,  f o o d  i n d u s t r y ,  profitable. We have seen this 
technology has given a new platform worldwide. I was happy to know that 
to thousands of people, most of who crores of Indian farmers have been 
are on the margins. receiving agriculture related 

information trough SMS. Q5- Shaili Chopra- As a digital 

entrepreneur I would like to know Just recently, the Cabinet cleared 
how does technology and India's the Scheme of Promotion of 
demographic dividend converge, National Agriculture Market 
especially for young women? through Agri-Tech Infrastructure 

Fund. 585 regulated markets across Answer by PM Modi:I think this is 

India will be integrated with a natural convergence and India is 

common e-platform. Farmers and the natural place for such a 

traders can get opportunities to convergence. Yes, many parts of the 

purchase and sell agricultural world have technology but no other 

commodities at optimal prices in a n a t i o n  i s  b l e s s e d  w i t h  a  

transparent manner. demographic dividend like ours. 

India offers the complete package. When a person can call for an auto 

rickshaw from the mobile yes, it The industrial revolution may have 

makes life convenient for him or her come late to India, but we are going 

but imagine the difference it makes strong in the current start-up 

in the auto driver's life. Due to revolution. I am told that we are 

technology things like railway currently the 4th largest startup 

tickets have become easier to ecosystem in the world and soon we 

obtain. No need to take a day off are poised to be 2nd, only after USA. 

from work and stand in line. And the best part is- this is driven by 

the youth. This is drawing the Small entrepreneurs not having 
interest of the world and has abundant capital, get a chance to 
energized people across India. This create value, through technology. 
is convergence for you. Our handicraft workers who were 
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Exuberance and Talent of our generation of Jobs and Industries. I 

youth is finding an outlet of have been studying with great 

expression through technology. interest what is happening around 

This is not only driven by demand the world. We are seeing the advent 

s i d e  d y n a m i c s  b u t  i s  w e l l  of a new generation of Machines. 

complemented by our supply side Some are calling it the next Machine 

potential as well. Hence technology Age. 3D Printing, Internet of 

is serving as a connecting bridge Things, Intelligent Machines and 

between our ever expanding Robotics will automate many 

c o n s u m e r  m a r k e t  a n d  o u r  Industries. While some see a threat I 

demographic dividend. Here, I want see an opportunity. 

to point to our MyGov experience. It Let me explain why - we in India 
gives people the opportunity to already have a natural advantage 
contribute to Nation building given our strengths in Software and 
through technology. Many of the Information Technology. Even as 
ideas we have got through MyGov Technology and Automation may 
a r e  b r i l l i a n t .  S o ,  w h e n  make low skilled jobs redundant in 
@ P r i y a n k a _ 1 5 1 2  ( P r i y a n k a  some sectors we have the natural 
Aggarwal) says, “please let youth advantage to learn new skills and lay 
like me (working in private IT claim to a whole new generation of 
companies) know how can we jobs to manage all of this new age 
contribute to a Digital India” or automation. 
when @thetakshakpai says, “how 

Hence my mantra is – don't talk 
do you intend on encouraging 

about "Digital India", "Make in 
fresher tech/engineering students 

India", “Design in India” and 
to contribute to #DigitalIndia?” – I 

"Skilled India" in silos. All of them 
want to tell them and many others- 

are interrelated. It is in the synergy 
go to MyGov and enrich the 

across all  three lies India's 
platform with your contribution. 

Opportunity for the 21st Century. 
Q7- Chandan Kumar from Bihar 

Q9- Ankhi Das- I compliment you 
asked- What impact will technology 

for cutting through layers ad 
and automation have on India 

reaching out to all directly and 
considering a huge low skilled base? 

having a conversation. I hope this is 
Answer by PM Modi:Technology a start of the many Digital Dialogues 

has time and again created that you will have in our country. 
opportunities for a whole new What is Digital India's top priority? 
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What is Digital India's top priority? which can make a  posi t ive  

What role do you see universal difference. 

access and the internet playing Similarly, Affordability is the third 
within Digital India? key. A product can be accessible and 

Answer by PM Modi:These 3As are additive but it will never leave the 

important for a Digital India- long-term impact until it can be 

Accessible, Additive and Affordable. affordable. Because, at the end of 

Access is key. We want our 125 crore the day, who are we working for? 

Citizens to be digitally empowered. Who will gain the most from these 

We already have broadband usage i n i t i a t i v e s -  t h e  p o o r ,  t h e  

across India go up by 63% in the last marginalised, the neo-middle class. 

year. We need to accelerate this In terms of scale, extent and 

further. The government efforts influence,  our Digital  India 

must be complemented by similar initiatives must be path breaking 

energy and proactiveness by other and all inclusive, laying the 

stakeholders. I would also like to see foundation for how we script India's 

the private sector become part of the development story in the 21st 

efforts to ensure broadband Century. 

Internet has the widest reach across Courtesy: www.pmindia.in

India. 

Our digital India initiative is about 

value addition. It must enrich the 

lives of the people. It must offer 

something unique to everyone, 
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i t c h i n g  f o r  c l o s e r  

c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  Pc o o r d i n a t i o n  a m o n g  

BRICS nations, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi proposed a 10-

point initiative that includes India 

hosting the first trade fair for the 

g r o u p i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

research centres for railways and 

agriculture.

Calling it 'Das Kadam: Ten Steps 

for the Future', Modi put forward 

new initiatives for the BRICS 

grouping that is formed by major 

e m e r g i n g  e c o n o m i e s . T h e  

proposed initiatives for the BRICS 

include a trade fair, a Railway 

Research Centre, cooperation 

among supreme audit institutions,      Audit Institutions
a  Digi ta l  Ini t iat ive  and an 

·   BRICS Digital Initiative
Agricultural Research Centre.They 

· BRICS Agricultural Research a l s o  i n c l u d e  S t a t e / L o c a l  
CenterGovernment's Forum, cooperation 
· BRICS Forum of State/Local a m o n g s t  c i t i e s  i n  f i e l d  o f  
GovernmentsUrbanisation,  BRICS Sports  

Council and Annual Sports Meet, a ·  Cooperation Among Cities in field 
film festival and the first major of Urbanization
project of NDB to be in field of Clean 

·   BRICS Sports Council and Annual 
Energy.

BRICS Sports Meet
These 10 steps include:

·  First Major Project of NDB (New 
·   BRICS Trade Fair Development Bank) to be in the field 

of Clean Energy·   BRICS Railway Research Center

·   BRICS Film Festival· Cooperation Among Supreme    

Modi's Ten-Point Initiative for                        
BRICS Nations
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endorse, the steps ince assuming office in May 
being taken by PM 2014, Prime Minister Narendra S Modi to enhance Modi has imparted a lot of 
the depth,  the dynamism and substantial content to 
content, and the our relations with many countries, 
scope of India's including the US, Russia, China, 
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Japan, Canada, some countries of 
other countries.ASEAN, European Union, Africa, Latin 

America, Asia Pacific, and the BRICS It would be useful to briefly look at 
and G20. India's relations with countries of 

South East Asia and Asia Pacific. PM Modi has been proceeding ahead 
India's relations with ASEAN were at a brisk pace with clarity of thought 
raised from the level of a Sectoral and purpose and keeping the national 
Dialogue Partnership in 1992, to a full interest in perspective. This has helped 
Dialogue Partnership in 1995 to a to raise India's profile globally in the 
Summit level relationship in 2002. comity of  nations.  It  is  with 
Having been closely involved with the consternation and concern that one 
process both at the Ministry of notes how some analysts and 
External Affairs headquarters in New politicians are seeking to create 
Delhi and in the region and as controversies about his visits abroad.  
Ambassador to Cambodia from early As a former diplomat of I wish to make 
2001 to late 2004, I saw how rapidly a very elementary point and that is that 
the engagement with this crucial visits by the Indian PM, President, 
region picked up between 1999 and Vice-President, Speaker, and some 
2004.senior Ministers, and also similar visits 

to India by dignitaries from other That momentum imparted to India 
countries, are indeed very essential and ASEAN relationship was very 
and necessary if India is to assume its crucial enabling India to become an 
rightful place in the global community. active member of the different forums 
What is in our national interest, is that and activities of the ASEAN groupings, 
many more such visits and not less including. Collaboration is also 
visits must continuously happen to increasing between India and ASEAN 
consolidate the gains that are being countries under the: Mekong-Ganga 
accrued in India favours due to Prime Cooperation Programme, and various 
Minister Modi's indefatigable external initiatives being taken by India to 
outreach. Any right thinking and far- support the CLMV group (Cambodia, 
seeing individual would therefore Lao, Myanmar, Vietnam) within the 

India & ASEAN – A New Dynamism Under 
Narendra Modi

Ÿ Pradeep K Kapur

SPECIAL ARTICLE
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overall framework of ASEAN. it was decided that the next ASEAN 

Summit would be held in Phnom Penh In 1962, India was invited to the 
in 2002. Just two years earlier, in 1999 meeting in Bangkok where the initial 
Cambodia was the last member to join proposal for the formation of ASEAN 
ASEAN. The Cambodian Prime was discussed. ASEAN was established 
Minister Hun Sen was very interested in 1967. Most of the countries were in 
to work out the details and discuss the different stages of development at that 
strategy for India's Summit level point. India was reluctant to enter into 
partnership with ASEAN. It was finally any grouping or alliance at that stage. 
decided that PM Vajpayee would visit Over the next two decades, while the 
Cambodia in April 2002 prior to the formation of ASEAN was moving 
second visit later that year.ahead slowly, various discussions were 

held about India joining ASEAN, but The two visits of PM Vajpayee to 

India did not take any steps to bring Cambodia in April and November 

this to fruition. In 1982, Foreign 2002 were landmark visits. The last 

Minister Narasimha Rao was on his such visit by any Indian PM had taken 

way to another round of discussions on place almost 50 years back in 1954. 

ASEAN in Bangkok but he was asked to These two important visits helped us to 

come back from Calcutta itself. The change the landscape of India-

reason given at that time was that he Cambodia relations and set a very 

was asked not to proceed “due to his strong basis for the India-ASEAN 

mother's illness”. summit level relations. Some countries 

were not happy to see this burgeoning It was only in 1992, a full thirty years 
relationship. Efforts were made by after the first meeting in 1962 that 
some other countries to dilute this India finally took some steps to initiate 
process from the early stages itself by a formal relationship with ASEAN as a 
proposing that the ASEAN-India grouping, in the form of a 'Sectoral 
Summit should be convened once Dialogue'. This slowly expanded to a 
every two years, even though the 'Full  Dialogue Partnership'  in 
summit level meetings with China, December 1995. Discussions were 
Japan, and Korea were convened every thereafter initiated for raising this 
year. The ostensible reasoning was that dialogue to Summit level.
this would be reviewed at a later stage 

As Ambassador of India to Cambodia 
after some content and substance had 

in early 2001 one of the most 
been added to this relationship. But 

challenging and difficult task before 
anyhow these did not stick and the 

me was to nudge the ASEAN-India 
sound foundation laid for the growth of 

relationship getting ahead, and try to 
India-ASEAN relationship is now 

ensure the success of the first ASEAN-
being further consolidate under PM 

India Summit meeting. At the 7th 
Modi and the proactive engagement 

Summit in Brunei in November 2001, 
with this region.

THE 
NATIONALIST 13

SPECIAL ARTICLE



Under PM Modi's leadership, Indian is in fact infusing fresh energy, 

trade is to be increased from 67.9 perspective and direction to India's 

billion US Dollars in 2013 to 100 hitherto languishing strategic vision. It 

Billion US Dollars by 2015. Two is crucial for the eventual fruition of 

milestone agreements have also been India's Act East Policy as well. He has 

signed at the ASEAN India Summit in based this outreach on his essential 

Myanmar: pillars of foreign policy of – samvad, 

sanskriti, sabhyata – and the world is - Agreement on Trade in Services
responding. India's relationship with 

- Agreement on Investment of the 
ASEAN can be further boosted when 

F r a m e w o r k  A g r e e m e n t  o n  
propelled by these three crucial 

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  E c o n o m i c  
engines of engagement.

Cooperation between ASEAN and 
Where do we go from here?India.

India needs to continue to expand its India will also extend substantial 
relationship with ASEAN, in view of cooperation in implementing the 
the strategic and geo-political ASEAN Agreement on Disaster 
importance of the region to India and M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  E m e r g e n c y  
to the world. There is some overlap Response (AADMER), and the ASEAN 
between our interests and the US 'Pivot Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian 
to Asia Policy, there is also a similar Assistance on Distance Management 
overlap with Japan, EU and some of (AHA Centre). In his address PM Modi 
the other countries such as South had said that “There are many 
Korea and Australia to support the similarities and convergences between 
ASEAN countries to emerge stronger. us. India and ASEAN are second and 
India has to act jointly with some of the third in terms of population. We are 
other countries with similar interests.among the largest economies and 

among the three fastest growing There is a lot of respect and 

economies in this century. Majority of acceptance of India due to its benign 

us here belong to the developing world. role throughout its history. India, 

We have the strength and the potential under PM Modi's leadership, is moving 

of a young population.” He had also now ahead positively and seems poised 

promised that he would improve not to make a positive difference in the 

only the trade environment in India region as a major power.

but also move ahead with speed in (Ambassador Pradeep K Kapur, is a 
moving ahead with the connectivity former Ambassador & Secretary, MEA. 

projects with ASEAN.  Through his His is presently, Visiting Professor, 

International Trade, Sustainable extensive outreach to countries in 
Development & Security Issues, School of India's east and north and with his visit 
Public Policy, University of Maryland, to Mongolia, Korea and now the 
College Park, Washington DC). ongoing tour of Central Asia, PM Modi, 
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co-ordinated engagement of the everal initiatives have been 
e n t i r e  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  taken by Modi Government S programme has been envisaged and f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
coordinated by the Department of Information Technology to empower 
Electronics  and Information people.  Some of the initiatives have 
Technology (DeitY) in collaboration resulted in development of products 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  C e n t r a l  to extend various services in areas 
Ministries/Departments and State relating to health, education, labour 
Governments. and employment, commerce etc.  

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi The vision of Digital  India 
had recently launched the Digital programme also aims at inclusive 
India Week and he also urged the growth in areas of electronic 
people to gain knowledge and to services, products, manufacturing 
empower themselves through the and job opportunities etc. The vision 
Digital India Programme of his of Digital India is centred on three 
Government. key areas -

Digital India has been envisioned as (i)  Digital Infrastructure as a 
an ambitious umbrella programme Utility to Every Citizen
to transform India into a digitally (ii) Governance & Services on 
empowered society and knowledge Demand and
economy. It comprises of various 

(iii) Digital Empowerment of 
initiatives under a single programme 

Citizens
each targeted to prepare India for 

With the above vision, the Digital becoming a knowledge economy and 
India programme aims to provide for bringing good governance to 
Broadband Highways, Universal citizens through synchronized and 

Digital India Week
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Access to Mobile Connectivity,  application has been introduced. 

Public Internet Access Programme,  This application provides important 

E - G o v e r n a n c e :  R e f o r m i n g  services such as online registration, 

Government through Technology, e- payment of fees and appointment, 

Kranti - Electronic Delivery of online diagnostic reports, enquiring 

Services, Information for All, availability of blood online etc.

Electronics Manufacturing: Target Ÿ National Scholarships Portal is a 
Net Zero Imports,  IT for Jobs  and one stop solution for end to end 
Early Harvest Programmes. Several scholarship process right from 
projects/products have already been submission of student application, 
launched as indicated below: verification, sanction and disbursal 

Ÿ Digital Locker System aims to to end beneficiary for all the 

minimize the usage of physical scholarships provided by the 

documents and enable sharing of e- Government of India.

documents across agencies. The Ÿ DeitY has undertaken an initiative 
sharing of the e-documents will be namely Digitize India Platform 
done through registered repositories (DIP) for large scale digitization of 
thereby ensuring the authenticity of records in the country that would 
the documents online. facilitate efficient delivery of services 

Ÿ MyGov.in has been implemented to the citizens.

as a platform for citizen engagement Ÿ The Government of India has 
in governance, through a “Discuss”, undertaken an initiative namely 
“Do” and “Disseminate” approach. Bharat Net, a high speed digital 
The mobile App for MyGov would highway to connect all 2.5 lakh Gram 
bring these features to users on a Panchayats of country. This would be 
mobile phone. the world's largest rural broadband 

Ÿ Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) connectivity project using optical 

Mobile app would be used by people fibre.

and Government organizations for Ÿ BSNL has introduced Next 
achieving the goals of Swachh Bharat Generation Network (NGN), to 
Mission. replace 30 year old exchanges, which 

Ÿ eSign framework would allow is an IP based technology to manage 

citizens to digitally sign a document all types of services like voice, data, 

o n l i n e  u s i n g  A a d h a a r  multimedia/ video and other types of 

authentication. packet switched communication 

services.Ÿ The Online Registration System 

( O R S )  u n d e r  t h e  e H o s p i t a l  Ÿ BSNL has undertaken large scale 
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deployment of Wi-Fi hotspots create BPO centres in different North 

throughout the country. The user can Eastern states and also in smaller 

latch on the BSNL Wi-Fi network towns of other states.

through their mobile devices. Ÿ Electronics Development Fund 

Ÿ To deliver citizen services (EDF) Policy aims to promote 

electronically and improve the way Innovation, R&D, and Product 

citizens and authorities transact with Development and to create a 

each other, it is imperative to have resource pool of IP within the 

ubiquitous connectivity.  The country to create a self-sustaining 

government also realises this need as eco-system of Venture Funds.

reflected by including 'broadband Ÿ National Centre for Flexible 
highways' as one of the pillars of Electronics (NCFlexE) is an initiative 
Digital India.  While connectivity is of Government of India to promote 
one  cr i ter ion,  enabl ing  and research and innovation in the 
providing technologies to facilitate e m e r g i n g  a r e a  o f  F l e x i b l e  
delivery of services to citizens forms Electronics.
the other.

Ÿ Centre of Excellence on Internet 
Policy initiatives have also been on Things (IoT) is a joint initiative of 

undertaken by DeitY in the e- Department of Electronics & 
Governance domain like e-Kranti Information Technology (DeitY), 
Framework, Policy on Adoption of ERNET and NASSCOM.
O p e n  S o u r c e  S o f t w a r e  f o r  

The estimated impact of Digital 
Government of India, Framework 

India by 2019 would be cross cutting, 
for Adoption of Open Source 

r a n g i n g  f r o m  b r o a d b a n d  
Software in e-Governance Systems, 

connectivity in all Panchayats, Wi-fi 
Pol icy  on Open Appl icat ion 

in schools and universities and 
Programming Interfaces (APIs) for 

P u b l i c  W i - F i h o t s p o t s .  T h e  
Government of India, E-mail Policy 

programme will generate huge 
of Government of India, Policy on 

number of  IT,  Telecom and 
Use of IT Resources of Government 

Electronics jobs, both directly and 
of India, Policy on Collaborative 

i n d i r e c t l y .  S u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  
Applicat ion Development by 

programme will make India Digitally 
Opening the Source Code of 

empowered and the leader in usage 
G o v e r n m e n t  A p p l i c a t i o n s ,  

of IT in delivery of services related to 
Application Development & Re-

various domains such as health, 
Engineering Guidelines for Cloud 

education, agriculture, banking, etc.
Ready Applications.

SPMRF Desk
Ÿ BPO Policy has been approved to 
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as well as multiple handling he Union Cabinet's nod to 
costs.Further, there are various the sett ing up of  the T limitations under the current National Agriculture Market 
framework related to direct on July 1 is an important milestone 
marketing legislation, multiple tax in the history of agriculture 
levies and licences, logistics and marketing reforms in India.An 
infrastructure. These challenges in electronically unified agriculture 
the existing system and low returns market will introduce transparency 
to farmers prompted the Central and reduce intermediation costs.
government to visualise the creation 

In the mandi system, farmers get a 
of a unified National Agriculture 

very low share of the rupee due to a 
Market (NAM). NAM has been 

long chain of intermediaries and 
proposed to induce transparency in 

cartelisation at the physical 
the marketing system, leverage 

marketplace, which adds two major 
state of the art technology for a well-

costs: the intermediaries' margins 
regulated market, and enable 

Revolutionising Agriculture: An 
Electronically Unified National 

Agriculture Market  

ŸSiddharth Singh

NATIONAL AGENDA
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participation and benefits for the regime. The framework of NAM 

entire Agri-value chain, from shall go a long way in encouraging 

farmer to consumer. private sector participation in 

marketing reforms, both for the The proposed NAM framework 
p h y s i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  s o f t  envisages real-time electronic 
infrastructure.auctioning of the commodities 

along with integrated assaying, The respective Agricultural 

weighing, storage and payment Produce Marketing Committees 

systems. It proposes to issue a single (APMCs) will need to implement the 

licence for trading across the tenets of the envisaged NAM in a 

country in order to promote phased manner, including enabling 

increased participation. Assaying, infrastructure for integrating pre- 

weighing and FIs will be integrated and post-auctioning activities.

with auctioning in such a manner An efficient marketing system with 
that the payments will be credited high levels of transparency will 
directly to the farmers' accounts. In encourage healthy competition, the 
this context, the Prime Minister's active participation of genuine 
Jan Dhan Yojna can be a great stakeholders, higher returns to the 
e n a b l e r  t o w a r d s  p a y m e n t  farming community, and a fair deal 
facilitation for marginal and small to consumers.This will  help 
farmers. actualise Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas 

Well-equipped warehouses will be in the true spirit.

created in the vicinity of major (Siddharth Singh is Research Associate 

at SPMRF)production clusters.Details will be 

furnished on the electronic 

platform. It will provide a dual 

benefit to producers by averting the 

need to bring produce to the market 

physically and enabling them to 

a v a i l  f u n d i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  

c o m m o d i t i e s  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  

warehouses, thus strengthening the 

price risk management framework 

for the farmer.

The imposition of GST will further 

facilitate unification of the isolated 

markets by rationalising the tax 
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assured irrigation (Har Khet Ko odi government has 
Pani), improve on-farm water use given its approval to a M efficiency to reduce wastage of n e w  s c h e m e  t h e  
water, enhance the adoption of “Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee 
precision-irrigation and other water Yojana” (PMKSY).  It will have an 
saving technologies (More crop per outlay of Rs. 50,000 crore over a 
drop), enhance recharge of aquifers period of five years (2015-16 to 
and introduce sustainable water 2019-20). The allocation for the 
conservation practices by exploring current financial year is Rs. 5300 
the feasibility of reusing treated crore.
municipal based water for semi-

The major objective of the PMKSY 
urban area agriculture and attract 

is to achieve convergence of 
greater private investment in 

investments in irrigation at the field 
precision irrigation system. The 

level, expand cultivable area under 

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee 
Yojana (PMKSY)
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scheme also aims at bringing C h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  t h e  V i c e  

concernedMinistries/Departments Chairman, NITI Aayog to oversee 

/Agencies/Research and Financial programme implementation,  

I n s t i t u t i o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  allocation of resources, inter-

creation/use/recycling/potential m i n i s t e r i a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,  

recycling of water, brought under a monitoring and performance 

common platform, so that a a s s e s s m e n t ,  a d d r e s s i n g  

comprehensive and holistic view of administrative issues etc. At the 

the entire "water cycle" is taken into state level the scheme is to be 

account and proper water budgeting administered by a State Level 

is done for all sectors namely, Sanctioning Committee (SLSC) to 

h o u s e h o l d ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  be chaired by the Chief Secretary of 

industries. t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  S t a t e s .  T h e  

committee will have all authority to The programme architecture of 
sanction the project and also PMKSY aims at a 'decentralized 
monitor the progress of the scheme.  State level planning and execution' 
At the district level there shall be a structure, in order to allow States to 
district level implementation draw up a District Irrigation Plan 
committee for ensuring last mile (DIP) and a State Irrigation Plan 
coordination at the field level.(SIP). DIP will have holistic 

developmental perspective of the It is expected that PMKSY will 

district outlining medium to long provide convergence to existing 

t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p l a n s  schemes of water management, 

integrating three components thus bringing efficiency to the use of 

namely, water sources, distribution water.

network and water use application SPMRF Desk

of the district to be prepared at two 

levels -  the block and the district. 

The programme will be supervised 

and monitored at the national level 

by an Inter-Ministerial National 

Steering Committee (NSC) under 

the Chairmanship of the Prime 

Minister with Union Ministers of all 

concerned Ministries.  A National 

Executive Committee (NEC) is to be 

c o n s t i t u t e d  u n d e r  t h e  
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vjcksa M‚yj ds varfj{k dkjksckj ds {ks= esa yach lkSj&ledkfyd d{kk esa LFkkfir fd;k x;kA bu 
Nykax yxkrs gq, bljks us ,d ckj fQj bfrgkl rhu Mh,elh3 mixzgksa ds lkFk ih,l,yoh&lh28 
jprs gq, vius lcls otuh O;kolkf;d fe'ku dks fczVsu ds nks lgk;d mixzgksa lhch,uVh&1 vkSj 
lQyrkiwoZd vatke rd igq¡pk;kA bljks us vka/kz Mh&v‚fcZVlsy dks Hkh ys x;k gSA
çns'k ds JhgfjdksVk ls ih,l,yoh&lh28 ls ikap ikap fczfV'k mixzgksa ds lQy ç{ksi.k ds lkFk gh 
fczfV'k O;kolkf;d mixzgksa dk lQyrkiwoZd Hkkjr vc rd 19 ns'kksa ds 45 mixzgksa dks varfj{k 
ç{ksi.k fd;kA mixzg okgu ih,l,yoh&lh28 us Hkst pqdk gSA vkSj Hkkjr bl rjg ds O;kolkf;d 
ikapksa mixzgksa dks lkSj ledkfyd d{kk esa LFkkfir ç{ksi.k djus okyk nqfu;k dk pkSFkk ns'k cu x;k gSA 
dj fn;kA bljks dk ;g vc rd dk lcls cMk okLro esa fons'kh mixzgksa dk ;g lQy ç{ksi.k 
egRoiw.kZ O;kolkf;d fe'ku FkkA lkr lky ds ^Hkkjr dh varfj{k {kerk dh oSf'od vfHkiqf"V* gSA 
fe'ku esa ;s mixzg i`Foh dh lrg ij jkstkuk fdlh okLro esa ;s lQyrk dbZ ek;uksa esa cgqr [kkl gS 
Hkh y{; dh rLohj ys ldrs gSaA budk eq[; mi;ksx D;ksafd ,d le; Fkk tc Hkkjr vius mixzgksa ds 
i`Foh ij lalk/kuksa vkSj mlds i;kZoj.k dk losZ{k.k ç{ksi.k ds fy, nwljs ns'kksa ij fuHkZj Fkk vkSj vkt 
djuk] 'kgjh volajpuk dk çca/ku djuk vkSj Hkkjr fons'kh mixzgksa ds ç{ksi.k ls vjcksa Mkyj dh 
vkink çca/ku gSA fons'kh eqæk vftZr dj jgk gSA ftlls Hkkjr dks 
/kzqoh; mixzg ç{ksi.k ;ku ¼ih,l,yoh½ dk ;g okf.kfT;d Qk;nk gks jgk gSA bljks ds de ç{ksi.k 

30oka fe'ku FkkA ih,l,yoh dh 30oha mMku esa rhu yxr dh otg ls nwljs ns'k Hkkjr dh rjQ yxkrkj 
,d leku Mh,elh3 v‚fIVdy i`Foh fuxjkuh vkdf"kZr gks jgsa gSA bljks }kjk 45 fons'kh mixzgksa ds 
mixzg Fks ftudk fuekZ.k fczVsu us fd;k gSA blds ç{ksi.k ls ns'k ds ikl dkQh fons'kh eqæk vkbZ gSA 
lkFk gh nks lgk;d mixzg Hkh FksA 447 fdyksxzke blds lkFk gh vjcksa M‚yj ds varfj{k cktkj esa 
otu okys rhuksa Mh,elh3 mixzgksa dks Hkkjr ,d egRoiw.kZ ns'k cudj mHkjk gSA pk¡n vkSj 
ih,l,yoh&,Dl,y ds vk/kqfud laLdj.k dk eaxy vfHk;ku lfgr bljks vius 100 ls T;knk 
mi;ksx djrs gq, 647 fdyksehVj nwj varfj{k vfHk;ku iwjs djds igys gh bfrgkl jp 

PSLV & C28 ç{ksi.k%  bljks dh lcls cM+h O;kolkf;d 
lQyrk

Ÿ jk"Vªh; çgjh
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pqdk gSA b'kkjk djrh gSA blls  nwjlaosnh mixzgksa ds fuekZ.k 

o lapkyu esa okf.kfT;d :i ls Hkh Qk;nk igqap jgk bljks }kjk ç{ksfir bu ikapksa fczfV'k mixzgksa dk 
gSA ;s lQyrk blfy, T;knk egRoiw.kZ D;ksafd dqy otu djhc 1]440 fdyksxzke FkkA bljks vkSj 
Hkkjrh; ç{ksi.k jkdsVksa dh fodkl ykxr ,sls gh mldh O;kolkf;d 'kk[kk ,fUVªDl d‚jiksjs'ku }kjk 
fons'kh  ç{ksi.k jkdsVksa dh fodkl ykxr ls 30 ls fd;k x;k ;g lcls otuh O;kolkf;d ç{ksi.k FkkA 
40 çfr'kr de gSAblls igys bljks us fiNys lky Ýkal ds 712 

fdyksxzke ds mixzg dks varfj{k esa NksM+k FkkA igys ;fn blh rjg Hkkjr varfj{k {ks= esa lQyrk çkIr 

Hkkjr 5 Vu ds lSVsykbV ykafpx ds fy, fons'kh djrk jgk rks og fnu nwj ugha tc gekjs ;ku 

,tsafl;ksa dks 500 djksM+ #i;s nsrk Fkk] tcfd vc varfj{k ;kf=;ksa dks pkan] eaxy ;k vU; xzgksa dh lSj 

bljks thlSV&14 ]ih,l,yoh flQZ 200 djksM+ esa djk ldsaxsA Hkkjr varfj{k foKku esa ubZ lQyrk,a 

ykap dj nsrk gSA gkfly dj fodkl dks vf/kd xfr ns ldrk gSA ns'k 

esa xjhch nwj djus vkSj fodflr Hkkjr ds lius dks fQygky bljks ds dkef'kZ;y foax dk VuZvksoj 
iwjk djus esa bljks dh bl rjg varfj{k esa lQyrk 13 vjc #i;s gks x;k gSA 19 vçSy 1975 esa Lons'k 
cgqr t#jh gSAfufeZr mixzg ^vk;ZHkê* ds ç{ksi.k ds lkFk vius 

varfj{k lQj dh 'kq:vkr djus okys bljks dh ;g 

lQyrk Hkkjr dh varfj{k esa c<+rs opZLo dh rjQ 
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The misplaced narrative being t r a n s p a r e n t l y  

articulated by a section of the media d e b a t e d  a n d  

and the intelligentsia on the d i s c u s s e d  a s  

effectiveness of the BJP led NDA profi t  making 

Government in the Centre on the a n d  r e v e n u e  

social  sector front is indeed generation leads 

worrisome. By all means, the t o  i m m e n s e  

Government of India (GoI) is competition and ‘survival of the 

effectively exploring multiple facets fittest’ syndrome. Socially, politically 

of empowerment for the socially, and economically deprived sections 

politically and economically deprived of the society may not be able to 

sections of the society. This article compete in the extremely demanding 

makes certain observations about the circumstances of the corporate 

steps taken by the present regime to world. Hence one of the paramount 

achieve the pristine objective of social challenges is to create an amicable 

justice and holistic development of atmosphere to enable ease of doing 

the last man in the village, which is business for these sections of the 

reflective of the eternal commitment society.

to the principles of Antyodaya. The idea behind ‘Subaltern 

Social Justice is a vital cornerstone Entrepreneurship’ is to equip the 

of our constitution. Within the subaltern skill base with the requisite 

dichotomy of development and support system comprising of 

justice, one should not ignore the financial and regulatory facilities. 

core responsibilities of the state. As Through this article, the author 

far as development is  solely recommends some ideas and 

concerned, non-state actors are suggestions to explore various 

sufficiently equipped with the avenues of empowerment beyond the 

resources and wherewithal to carry conventional contours of the 

out developmental activities. Holistic Constitution. One is aware of the fact 

inclusion can only be realized with that, government jobs are fast 

the intervention of the state. It is here evaporating hence too much reliance 

that there is an imperative need to on the government machinery might 

revisit and rethink the role of the be a dangerous proposition. India has 

state. It is therefore opined that the been traditional preservers of various 

State’s role is critical and should not skills such as shoe making, polishing 

be minimized. Disinvestment and etc. It is in the area of Skill 

abrupt privatization should be development that one must evolve 

Role of Government in Social and 
Financial Inclusion

Ÿ Sanjay Paswan
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ways to match the existing skills sets access to bank accounts.

amongst citizens with the ever • Expansion of Social Security Net. 
increasing needs of the globalized This has been achieved through 
world. It is also an appropriate time Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 
t o  t h i n k  b e y o n d  r e d u n d a n t  Yojana (Accident Insurance), Atal 
institutions such as National Pension Yojana (Unorganized 
S c h e d u l e d  C a s t e  F i n a n c e  Sector) and Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Corporations etc. Policies facilitated Jyoti Yojana (Life Insurance), which 
by actions must ensure adequate provide social and economic security 
representation of the weaker sections to the marginalised sections of the 
in co-operatives, corporates and civil society.
societies through well-organized 

• Institutional Support for Subaltern 
interfaces as well as through 

Entrepreneurship. This has been 
engagements at both institutional as 

achieved through MUDRA Bank, to 
well as at individual levels.

p r o v i d e  m i c r o f i n a n c e  t o  
Financial inclusion or inclusive entrepreneurs in rural hinterland of 

financing is the delivery of financial India.
services at affordable costs to the 

• ‘Venture Capital Fund for 
economically weaker and the lower-

Scheduled Caste Entrepreneurs’. The 
income segments of society. True to 

objective of this Scheme is to promote 
this, GoI has taken several initiatives 

entrepreneurship  among the  
on the social sector front, all of which 

Scheduled Castes and to provide 
are potentially game-changers in the 

concessional finance to them. The 
realm of social sector policy canvas. 

scheme would be implemented by the 
Right-based legislations initiated by 

Industrial Finance Corporation of 
the erstwhile regime have proved to 

India (IFCI) Limited for which Rs. 
be a nightmare both in vision and 

200 crores has been allotted.
implementation. Hence, instead of 

• Credit Enhancement Guarantee lofty ideals, an actionable policy 
Scheme for the Scheduled Castes: armed with inclusive growth is the 
The objective of the Scheme is to need of the hour.
promote entrepreneurship amongst 

The key initiatives undertaken by 
the scheduled castes and to facilitate 

the Union Government for social and 
concessional finances to them. A 

economic security have been 
budget of Rs. 200 crores has been 

enumerated below:-
allocated to IFCI Limited to facilitate 

• Prime Minister Jan Dhan Yojana. the scheme.
This is a very significant scheme that 

• Swachhta Udyami Yojana: As an 
s t r i v e s  t o  e n d  F i n a n c i a l  

integral part of ‘Swachh Bharat 
Untouchability by ensuring that the 

Abhiyan’ launched by the Prime 
economically weaker sections have 

Minister on 2nd October, 2014, the 
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National Safai Karamcharis Finance sections of the society in the days to 

&  D e v e l o p m e n t  come. Some of them are:

Corporation(NSFDC) has launched a • Democratizing Skill Development. 
new Scheme ‘Swachhta Udyami Opening of Industrial Training 
Yojana’ on 2nd October, 2014 for Institutions (ITI) at block level. 
financing viable community toilet Presently, every district in the nation 
projects and sanitation related is mandated to have one ITI each for 
vehicles to collect garbage. rudimentary skill development like 

• Green Business Scheme: The plumbing, electricity, hardware etc.

scheme has been Started by NSFDC, • Credit Accessibility for ITI trained 
with the aim of promoting green workforce for encouraging start-ups.
businesses to support sustainable 

• Market Accessibility for the first 
livelihoods of Scheduled Castes and 

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  I T I  t r a i n e d  
Safai  Karamcharis.  Financial  

entrepreneurs by ensuring backward 
assistance would be provided for 

and forward linkages.
those economic activities that could 

• Bharatiya Dalit Bank on the lines of address the challenges of climate 
Bharatiya Mahila Bank can be change, e.g., E-rickshaw, solar 
created to ensure hassle-free access pumps and other instruments 
to financial services. Funds from working on solar energy etc.
Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan can be 

• Sanitary Mart Scheme. Launched 
a n n u a l l y  e a r m a r k e d  f o r  t h e  

in 2014-15, under the scheme, loans 
functioning of BDB.

are provided to up to Rs. 15 Lakhs to 
• National University for Dalit Safai Karamcharis for construction of 

Studies (N.U.D.S) – Centre of toilets/bio-degradable toilets.
Excellence can be established for 

These schemes clearly highlight that 
undertaking studies on different 

the present government is committed 
dimensions of empowerment.

to the cause of upliftment of Dalits 
•  National Legislation to prevent and other disadvantaged sections of 

the illegal diversion of funds from the the population. As outlined, various 
Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan like the landmark initiatives have been 
one in Andhra Pradesh.initiated under the present regime to 

eliminate poverty and empower the (Dr. Sanjay Paswan is a former Union 

Minister and member of BJP National weaker sections of the society. In 
Executive Council. The views expressed addition to this, there are several 
are his own).specific pointers which the GoI could 

Courtesy: India Foundation, New Delhikeep in mind while formulating 

policies towards achieving holistic 

empowerment of the socially, 

politically and economically weaker 
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investment. he release of the Socio-

Economic and Caste Census There is an T(SECC) on Friday offers an a m b i t i o u s  
opportunity to reflect upon the p r o g r a m  t o  
strategy for uplifting the lives of increase public 
India's poor and vulnerable.  While investment in 
great strides have been made to roads, railways, 
improve the economic lives of the r u r a l  
poor, deprivation of one kind or infrastructure and connectivity (the 
another is still high: for example, SECC shows, for example, that 
about 30 percent of households mobile penetration is only about a 
encounter at least two out of the quarter in rural Chattisgarh). 
S E C C ' s  s e v e n  m e a s u r e s  o f  At the same time, the government 
deprivation[1] and 49 percent of is creating the conditions for greater 
households at least one. Improving private investment: implementing 
this situation is the number one the GST and creating a common 
priority of this government. market, reforming the land law, 

But how can we achieve our easing the costs of doing business, 
objective most effectively and and unblocking stalled projects are 
quickly?  A permanent, formal all measures that will improve the 
sector, well-paid job is the best anti- conditions for investment.
poverty measure.  The SECC reflects The latest data suggest that the 
this conclusion: out of the seven investment cycle is slowly turning 
measures of deprivation, the one around and stalled projects are 
that leads to the greatest amount of being unblocked at a faster pace. 
deprivation is being a landless Passing the GST and reforming the 
household that derives a major part land law will accelerate this 
of its income from manual casual investment turnaround.
labour.

To re-inforce the effects of growth 
The way to eliminate deprivation is on alleviating deprivation, but also 

to achieve rapid economic growth of to help those that may be left out, we 
8-10 percent so that good jobs are need targeted schemes and policies. 
created for all Indians quickly. That The government has been helping 
is why the government is promoting 

Message of the Socio-Economic and Caste 
Census

· Arun Jaitley

THE 
NATIONALIST 29

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES



the poor by giving them subsidies. strengthen these schemes to 

But these are poorly targeted and encourage further take-up.

leaky. If we can realize the Growth or redistribution? Policy 
government's JAM—Jan Dhan reforms or targeted anti-poverty 
Aadhaar, Mobile—vision we can schemes? We believe these are false 
ensure that money goes directly and choices. Both are necessary. Growth 
more quickly into the pockets of the and economic reforms help the poor 
poor and from the savings we as do targeted schemes. That is the 
achieve we can put even more message we draw from the SECC.
money for the poor.

Courtesy: Press release, www.bjp.org, 

05 July 2015The experience with the DBT 

scheme in LPG is very encouraging: 

research by the office of the Chief 

Economic Adviser shows that about 

Rs. 12,700 crores (25 percent) will 

be saved this year from the direct 

benefit transfer (DBT) scheme. If we 

can be careful in our design and 

implementation, we can extend 

DBT to other commodities, so that 

the poor get more money to spend 

for their upliftment.

In addition, we must help the poor 

by protecting them against risks of 

various kinds. For farmers, we need 

to use technology to provide more 

ef fect ive  crop insurance  to  

safeguard against weather and 

other catastrophic risks. For others, 

especially in the informal sector, we 

need social insurance against old 

age, illness and longevity.  In the 

budget a number of social insurance 

s c h e m e s  w e r e  a n n o u n c e d ,  

including the Pradhan Mantri 

Suraksha Bima Yojana, Pradhan 

Mantri JeevanJyoti Yojana, and 

Atal Pension Yojana.  We intend to 
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d e p e n d s  o n  ooperative federalism built 
many of the on strong cooperation C subjects in our between the Central and 
Constitution's state governments, and fierce 
concurrent list: competition between state capitals, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  offers the best odds for creating an 
skills, health, Indian state that will deliver a more 
power, land, and labour, among prosperous, fair and equal India. 
others. It's commendable that New 

In 1884, John Strachey, an Indian 
Delhi has finally abandoned the 

Civil Service officer, told students at 
flawed notion that “strong states 

Cambridge University that “There is 
lead to a weak nation”, because 

not and never was an India… it is 
great nations strike a fine balance 

impossible that the men of Bombay, 
between centripetal and centrifugal 

the Punjab, Bengal and Madras will 
forces. This new cooperative 

ever feel that they belong to one 
federalism has manifested itself in 

great nation.” How wrong he was. Of 
many ways over the last year: 

I n d i a ' s  t h r e e  p r o j e c t s  a t  
replacing the Planning Commission 

Independence — nation-building, 
with the Niti Aayog, the devolution 

social justice and poverty reduction 
of finances, using Section 254(2) of 

— the Indian state has accomplished 
the Constitution to allow the state 

the first, but the other two are still 
legislatures of Rajasthan, Madhya 

works-in-progress. Nation-building 
Pradesh and soon Maharashtra to 

was about inspiring, negotiating, 
craft changes to Central laws, and 

building institutions and creating 
creating committees of chief 

shared narratives. Social justice and 
ministers headed by a chief minister 

poverty reduction require local 
on key national issues.

execution, innovation, delivery, 
Labour markets are closely related accountability and massive job 

to social justice and poverty creation.
reduction, and one of our failures in 

Making India a fertile habitat for 
68 years of Independence has been 

manufactur ing  job  creat ion 
t h e  l a c k  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
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employment. Our farmers are manufactur ing,  rather  than 

proudly making India the second- monsoons.

largest producer of food in the world Job creation happens and clusters 
— a far cry from the painful 1960s due to a complex combination of 
situation of PL-480 wheat imports. land, labour and capital. State 
Yet, our low farm productivity governments  are  important  
means that a large part of our partners for Make in India because 
p o v e r t y  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  each has different strengths and 
agriculture, which can no longer weaknesses. Rajasthan has more 
provide living wages to 50 per cent land than Germany and more 
of our labour force. While services people than France. But many of our 
are important, the prime minister's youth do not have the skills to take 
Make in India project represents an advantage of manufacturing and 
overdue realisation that India's service job creation, and many 
manufacturing employment is only employers are small, informal and 
11 per cent of the labour force. Make stuck in low productivity.
in India is not about reviving 

Our difficult fiscal situation means 
industrial policy but making India a 

that we need to attract domestic and 
fertile habitat for job creation: 

foreign investors, besides seeking 
smart cities, skilling India, digital 

the help of the Central government.
India, road connectivity, GST going 

Gujarat was the pioneer in actively live, improving the ease of doing 
seeking out  investments  to  business, uninterrupted power, 
accelerate job creation. As I seek out renaissance of the railways, and 
investors for our Resurgent much else. There is implicit bad 
Rajasthan summit in November, I timing in talking about the long-
am becoming aware of strong t e r m  s o l u t i o n  o f  c r e a t i n g  
competition for investments from manufacturing jobs as a response to 
various states. This competition farm distress in a painful year for 
forces me and my government to agriculture such as this one. 
work harder and focus on our Emergency measures should — and 
strengths: proximity to Delhi (40 are — being taken for farmer 
per cent of the Delhi-Mumbai distress. But as the emergency 
corridor will pass through our agriculture distress measures have 
state), mineral base (we have 74 impact, it is important to remember 
minerals and produce 24 per cent of the urgent need to link the wages of 
India's crude), solar energy, a strong more  of  our  populat ion  to  
crafts base, and law and order. At 
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the same time, investors remind me relationship became distorted and 

of our obvious weaknesses in school the two were not “co-equal”. But a 

l e a r n i n g  o u t c o m e s ,  h i g h e r  new era has begun and the prime 

education capacity, drinking water, minister's dream of Team India will 

and untapped tourism potential (we live up to Babasaheb's dream 

get fewer tourists than Angkor Wat articulated in the same speech that 

in Cambodia or the Louvre museum “our political democracy (one man 

in Paris). Rajasthan also needs to o n e  v o t e )  w i l l  o n e  d a y  b e  

learn about creating an IT hub from complemented by social democracy 

A n d h r a  P r a d e s h ,  P D S  (one man one value) and economic 

improvements from Chhattisgarh, d e m o c r a c y  ( o n e  m a n  o n e  

power distribution from Mumbai, opportunity)”.

and primary health effectiveness Unlike some economists and 
from Madhya Pradesh. Besides that, businesspeople who approach 
our legislature hopes to reuse the r e f o r m s  w i t h  m a t h e m a t i c a l  
window created by Delhi to certainty, most elected politicians 
customise some concurrent subject know that getting political, social 
laws to Rajasthan's situation in and economic reforms done is like 
education, skills and labour. playing a confusing boardgame in 
E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  R a j a s t h a n  which elements of chess are mixed 
government has three priorities: up with snakes and ladders. But 
social justice, governance and job cooperative federalism built on 
creation. strong cooperation between the 

In 1949, BabasahebAmbedkar said Central and state governments, and 

in his speech to the closing session fierce competition between state 

of the Constituent Assembly that capitals, offers the best odds for 

“The basic principle of federalism is creating an Indian state that will 

that the legislative and executive deliver a more prosperous, fair and 

authority is portioned between the equal India. The biggest gainers in 

Centre and states, not by any law to this “race to the top” will be India's 

be made by the Centre but by the youth.

Constitution itself. The states are in (The writer is Chief Minister of 

Rajasthan)no way dependent upon the Centre 

for their authority under our Courtesy: Indian Express, July 7, 2015

Constitution; the Centre and states 

are co-equal in this matter.” In the 

years after Independence, this 
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direction and inspiration from our n e  o f  t h e  s t a r k e s t  
essential civilisational and cultural manifestations of the O self, were hardest hit or most Nehruvian consensus has 
severely attacked by the system; been the marginalisation, in our 
their legacies or contributions in national  discourse,  of  non-
independent India largely ignored Nehruvian or  non-Congress  
or shrouded in a mist of obfuscation.leaders, both of thought and of 

politics. These were the leaders who Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, 
challenged Nehru’s political  whose 114th birth anniversary falls 
methods and direction; the ones on this 6th July, was one such 
who dared to evolve an alternative stalwart whose legacy would have 
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  n a t i o n a l  long been erased had it not been for 
regeneration by drawing inspiration the determined struggle waged by 
from the deeper civilisational the political party he founded in 
fountains of Indian experience. independent India.

There was a peculiar character trait Rarely does one come across such 
of the Nehruvian system or state. versatility and such a multifarious 
Those who spoke of a different route action packed life as Syama Prasad 
of national progress, or those who Mookerjee’s. And that too a life, that 
advocated the need to derive all but spanned fifty-two years, only 
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the last fourteen of which were channel…through which the 

spent in active politics. Whether it Bengali language could flow into” 

was imparting a new direction to the precincts of the university and 

Indian education within the how now his ‘worthy son and 

confines of the still-prevailing successor” had widened that 

colonial system; or reaching out to channel for which he deserved the 

the wider world and inviting its “blessings of his motherland.” In 

educational institutions to engage fact, it was such unconventionality, 

with India; or encouraging Indian and non-conformism that always 

scholars to undertake excavations characterised Syama Prasad’s 

and promote the study of Indian public action, be it in the field of 

history from a liberated Indian p o l i t i c s ,  e d u c a t i o n  o r  

perspective; or the setting up of a administration.

museum within the University or The sanctions of a colonial system, 
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  the stranglehold of the colonial 
Bharatiya languages,  as the education machinery could never 
youngest Vice-Chancellor of the deter him from speaking his mind 
University of Calcutta, Syama out on the degradation of India 
Prasad, in his tenure, succeeded in under foreign yoke. Addressing the 
giving an altogether refreshing and students of the University of Patna, 
bold educational path. for example, on their Convocation 

While Syama Prasad’s father, day sometime in 1937, Syama 

Asutosh Mookerjee— himself a Prasad, unequivocally described the 

legendary educationist and juridical detrimental effects of foreign rule 

icon— going against convention, on our educational direction and 

bestowed on Rabindranath Tagore a priorities. “We must boldly take 

doctorate, Syama Prasad invited stock”, he reminded his young 

Tagore in 1937 to deliver the audience, “of the things that we have 

University convocation address in lost and yearn for. We find a general 

Bengali – the first such invitation in decay of the creative Indian arts 

the annals of the University. It was a which once triumphantly flourished 

move that repositioned to some in this land, and produced the 

centrality the importance of Indian frescoes of Ajanta and the Taj of 

languages in the cultural and Agra, Indian music, Indian art and 

political regeneration of India. A a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a n d  I n d i a n  

deeply moved Tagore, in his literature…We witness the decline 

address, referred to how Syama a n d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  

Prasad’s father had “carved a indigenous industries of India 
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which mainly thrived in her own world eagerly looking towards India 

towns and villages. Such cottage for light and knowledge.

industries, if they are to be revived, Syama Prasad consistently argued 
developed and saved from foreign for the need to encourage research 
competition require the unstinted “on subjects which have a special 
support of the state. We find also relation to the Indian problems of 
deplorable neglect of the health and today or the basic conception of 
welfare of the villages of India which Indian culture and civilisation. 
are today but shadows of their Indian History, Indian Thought and 
former affluence and happiness. P h i l o s o p h y ,  I n d i a n  A r t ,  
Indeed much of India’s poverty and Architecture, Music and Indian 
distress is traced to systematic Sociology afford field for laborious 
pursuit of an economic and work by hundreds of scholars. The 
industrial policy which has not been f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  s t u d y  a n d  
prompted and administered in the investigation are bound to produce 
sole interest of India and her new light which will help us in 
inhabitants.” remodeling the structure of our 

His concern for evolving a wide society and the pattern of our lives 

base of research on civilisational in a worthy manner. Information on 

subjects  that  would  a id  in  these subjects is widely sought for 

articulating the Indian narrative today by people coming from 

saw forceful reiteration years later distant lands…To unearth the 

in independent India. hidden wisdom of our country is not 

to seek benefit for ourselves alone, Addressing the students and 
enabling us to appreciate our faculty of Delhi University in 1952, 
heritage, but also to share it with the perhaps his last educational 
rest of the world.”address, Syama Prasad broached an 

agenda which would remain largely His presence, his commitment to 

unfulfilled or adversely addressed the causes he championed inspired 

in the decades that followed. In this confidence not only among Syama 

articulation of his comes his Prasad’s adherents and among 

essential self and world-view, that of those who once politically opposed 

an educationist eager to blend him but also among some of the 

India’s civilisational acquisitions leading minds of his era. It is little 

and repositories with the exigencies known or discussed that it was 

of the present and at the same time Sardar Patel who pushed for Syama 

eager to disseminate these to a Prasad’s entry in the first cabinet of 
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independent India. When as a the communal front and keep the 

disciplined political soldier and state on a perennial state of 

worker, Syama Prasad is said to uncertainty and conflict.

have asked Savarkar on the course In a letter to the then Bengal 
he should adopt over Patel’s Governor, Syama Prasad wrote, 
proposal, Savarkar, displaying his that:
essential statesmanship and vision, 

    “for the first time in the history 
advised Syama Prasad to accept the 

of  Br i t i sh  India ,  whatever  
offer as it would give an opportunity 

democratic constitution has been 
to directly work for India’s 

handed over to us, in spite of its 
regeneration. Such aspects or 

manifold defects, was sought to be 
actions of these leaders have been 

worked in Bengal by Hindu and 
conveniently consigned to the 

Muslims representatives who 
dungeons of oblivion lest they upset 

wielded considerable influence 
the carefully crafted and politically 

over their own community. The 
potent false image that has served a 

success  o f  th is  exper iment  
certain political line.

naturally would give a lie direct to 
It is little known, for example, that the plea of communal disharmony 

when the son of the iconic standing in the way of India’s 
revolutionary-nationalist Bagha political advancement.”
Jatin (Jatindranath Mukherjee) 

While the Governor and his 
asked Sri Aurobindo as to what their 

secretariat, “particularly the British 
course of political action must be in 

and pro-Muslim League personnel,” 
Muslim League dominated Bengal, 

did “everything possible to discredit 
the Sage of Pondicherry is said to 

the ministry, by putting hindrances 
have instructed them to join Syama 

in the way of its smooth sailing and 
Prasad and to strengthen his work 

encouraging the Muslim League 
for the Hindus of Bengal. Even in his 

opposition to kick up communal 
acceptance to join the Fazlul Haq 

trouble”, Syama Prasad performed 
government in Bengal as Finance 

as one of the best Finance Ministers. 
Minister Syama Prasad displayed 

It was also a period when after a long 
an astute political sense by 

interval, the Hindus of Bengal 
ensuring, at least for a while, the 

began feeling completely safe and 
sidelining of the Muslim League and 

assured. The rabid Islamist 
exposing the colonial Bengal 

elements, the Leaguers and colonial 
administration, especially its 

cronies were for the first time 
Governor’s designs to up the ante on 

sidelined in Bengal politics.
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best among his people and 

not to hesitate to correct 

their weaknesses – for every 

n a t i o n  a n d  e v e r y  

c o m m u n i t y  h a s  i t s  

weaknesses: [and] if instead 

leaders of the people try to 

follow the easier course – to 

appeal to weaknesses or to 

encourage tendencies that 

they know to be adverse to 

sound development – then 
In his personal life and political 

the result will be not be progress but 
c o n v i c t i o n  S y a m a  P r a s a d  

decline and disaster.”
Mookerjee’s pragmatism, fearless 

In the end, as he once observed commitment to the democratic 
with great prescience, “Nations live spirit and polity of India and 
or die according to the character of especially to her integrity is what 
t h e  p e o p l e .  W e a l t h ,  a r m s ,  defined and set him apart and above 
munitions, disciplined armies and many of his peers. While Nehru 
navies and air forces are of splendid spoke of crushing dissent and 
service but the character of the opposition, Syama Prasad spoke of 
people, the character in to which the annihilating and crushing that 
youth is growing, determines the life mentality itself. It was largely due to 
or death of the nation.”his dexterous statesmanship and 

vision that an opposition block It augurs well that in the changed 
could evolve and survive the political atmosphere of the last one 
C o n g r e s s ’ s  s t e a m - r o l l i n g  year, Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s 
tendencies. In his short years in vision of civilisational India, and the 
P a r l i a m e n t ,  h e  n o t  o n l y  evolution of her present and future 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  have greater scope for fulfillment 
republic’s democratic ethos but also and fruition. That would eventually 
d i s p l a y e d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  mean the complete dissolution of 
appreciation of the federal spirit. the Nehruvian narrative and its 
Perhaps he was cautioning against a debilitating expressions and effects.
growing Nehruvian tendency when Courtesy: swarajyamag.com

he once observed, that the function 

of a leader is “to try and bring out the 
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hometown Vadnagar, has emerged kodara, a small village 
as India's first 'Digital Village'. All situated in Sabarkantha A transactions above Rs. 10 are being district in the state of 
done online here. And it is all set to Gujarat, around 100 km from Prime 
become India's first paperless M i n i s t e r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i ' s  
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farmers of this tiny village 

make it a point to confirm 

prices of various mandies.

The village has also its 

website — akodara-digital 

village.in.

Everybody in the village 

uses smart phone having 

Internet connectivity. 

They have been taught to 

u s e  m o b i l e  b a n k i n g  village contributing to making 
application. It has made the life of Modi's 'Digital India' dream come 
villagers easy. Villagers are paying true.
their electricity, mobile and other 

The villagers have RuPay debit 
bills online.

card, which they use for various 
Not only 'Digital India', the transactions in the village. For 

Akodara village has also taken lead purchasing groceries, villagers don't 
in PM Modi's cleanliness drive. One need to carry cash with them. They 
can see neat and clean streets and can make payment through mobile 
well-planned system for the banking. The mobile banking 
disposal of solid waste. Here India's platform uses Gujarati as the 
first animal hostel has been medium of communication, which 
initiated. People keep their cattle at is user-friendly for the villagers.
the hostel unlike other traditional 

T h e  v i l l a g e ,  h a v i n g  W i F i  
villages where domestic animals are 

connectivity, is situated at a 
kept in the backyard of home. Due to 

distance of 90 km from Ahmedabad 
the animal hostel, villagers are also 

and comprises  around 200 
able to keep their village clean 

households with a total population 
because they are not roaming 

of 1,100. Everyone above 18 years of 
around in the streets. At the same 

age has a bank account. A digital 
time experts take care of cattle at the 

display has been installed at a 
animal hostel  which results  

crossroads in which real-time prices 
increase of in the milk production 

of agro commodities of all major 
too.

Gujarat mandies (agriculture 

produce markets) are displayed. 

Before selling their products, 
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EASY TRANSACTIONS: “Activities such as selling agri-produce at the local mandi 
or milk at the co-operative society have been made cashless.” Picture shows an ATM 
in the village. Photo: Bhadresh Gajjar, Source: The Hindu, July 14, 2015



the Ministry of Urban Development mplementation of Swachh 
has sanctioned 13,64,814 toilets. Bharat Mission in urban areas I Regarding construction of over 5 of the country has picked up 
lakh community and public toilet momentum during the first three 
seats, the Ministry has sanctioned months of current financial year. 
82,438. Applications have been received 

from the States  and Union Under the Swachh Bharat Mission 
Territories for construction of in urban areas, 17,411 community 
30,41,097 individual household and public toilet seats have been 
toilets as against the target of built during April-June, 2015. 
construction of one crore such During the said period, 1,13,000 
toilets by the year 2019 out of which individual household toilets have 
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been constructed. Since the launch Madhya Pradesh with 99,151. These 

of Swachh Bharat Mission in two states together account for 94% 

October last year, a total of 3.83 lakh of the total toilets built till the end of 

individual household toilets and June,2015. Tamil Nadu is way 

17,411 community and public toilets ahead of others in Solid Waste 

have been constructed. In respect of Management with 9,935 wards out 

Solid Waste Management, 28,908 of the total of 13,667 wards 

wards out of the total of 78,003 reporting 100% door to door 

wards in all the States/UTs have collection of waste. 

reported 100% door to door SPMRF Desk

collection of solid waste. 

R e g a r d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

individual household toilets, 

Gujarat is way ahead of others 

having built 2,64,331 followed by 
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corridor for natural gas was o d i ' s  e n e r g e t i c  
welcomed by the nations concerned diplomacy last week M which realise how valuable the demonstrated  that  
Indian market is at a time when India can be the fourth seeker of 
energy prices have touched bottom.influence there.

The setback to ONGC Videsh in Speaking at Nazarbayev University 
2013 in Kazakhstan, which blocked in  Kazakhstan,  he  enjoined 
Indian acquisition of a prized oil governments and peoples in the 
well, has been made up via a new oil region to remember that "as Central 
concession in the north Caspian Sea Asia links to the East and the West, it 
where our energy major holds must also connect to the South, for 
minority stakes. Modi has also that is how it always was." His 

pointed reference to the 

'South' is to India and the 

subcontinent, which offer a 

way out of the dilemma that 

Central Asians confront 

after becoming sandwiched 

between Russia and China.

The  palpi tat ion  that  

countries like Kazakhstan 

and Turkmenistan have 

been undergoing under the 

looming Chinese shadow 

over their energy sectors 

has generated an opening 

that Modi is trying to 

exploit.

His push for India to be 

a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  

Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-

O m a n - I r a n  t r a n s p o r t  

INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY

PM Modi's Trip to Central Asia, As Well 
As Russia, Have Boosted India's Multi-

Directional Strategy
ŸSreeram Chaulia
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extracted commitments from now going to be SCO members raises 

Kazakhstan for "additional mature possibilities of improved bilateral 

blocks for Indian investment", relations between the two South 

besides fresh contracts for uranium Asian neighbours, igniting hopes of 

supply. a regional solution to the war in 

Afghanistan.Need for Diversification

During this marathon six-nation The reason why Central Asians are 
tour, Modi invoked India's heritage eagerly letting India in is because of 
o f  m o d e r a t e  I s l a m  a n d  i t s  their widely perceived need for 
c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  diversification away from the big two 
Sovietised Islam of Central Asia. The — China and Russia. India would 
real challenge for Indian diplomacy like to project that it is not replaying 
after the PM has done the spade the harmful 'Great Game' but 
work is to ensure that the SCO and providing greater freedom to Central 
BRICS, whose members issue A s i a ,  w h i c h  t r e a s u r e s  i t s  
communiques denouncing religious independence.
extremism, walk the talk.

As a relatively declining power in 
China's repeated siding with Central Asia vis-a-vis ascendant 

Pakistan on the issue of letting China, Russia deems a growing 
internationally proscribed jihadists Indian footprint there as desirable.
like Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi, the 

Modi specially thanked Russian 
mastermind of the Mumbai terror 

president Vladimir Putin for 
attacks, off the hook is an indicator 

facilitating India's admission into 
of the obstacles that lie ahead. The 

t h e  S h a n g h a i  C o o p e r a t i o n  
only satisfaction is that as a full 

Organisation (SCO), a security-
member, India can rally SCO for 

focussed group that includes four 
action against all  shades of 

Central Asian states, China and 
terrorism,  thereby exposing 

R u s s i a .  I f  n o t  f o r  R u s s i a ' s  
countries which practise double 

persuasion, the Chinese could have 
standards. Modi's Northern voyage 

stymied our access to SCO out of fear 
has equipped India with several 

that New Delhi may compete with 
agenda-shaping levers in the 

Beijing in Central Asia.
'heartland'.

Pakistan's full membership of SCO 
( T h e  a u t h o r  i s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  

is a Chinese ploy to 'balance' the International Relations at JSIA)
reshuffled makeup of this important 

Courtesy: The Economic Times, 12 Jul, 
multilateral body. But ironically, the 2015

fact that both Pakistan and India are 

INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY
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different in terms of dynamism, variety xactly a year ago when Prime 
and ambition. That the Ufa declaration Minister Modi undertook the long 
takes note of the need to restructure the Etrip to Fortaleza to attend his first 
UN and of “the need for a comprehensive BRICS summit, many pundits of 
reform of the United Nations, including its diplomacy, doubted the wisdom to 
Security Council with a view to making it undertake such a distant visit. One year 
more representative and efficient so that it down the line that visit has been amply 
could better respond to global challenges” justified and a process initiated then, has 
reflects the forceful and articulation of the come a full circle with PM Modi's 
aspirations of another pole. participation at BRICS in Ufa along with 

his crucial Central Asian sojourn. In a The Ufa declaration, in no uncertain 

sense ,  these  a long with  India 's  terms, sets the agenda for the alteration of 

assumption of the presidency of the the global order in the next two decades. 

BRICS Bank, completes the first round in The fact that the BRICS stakeholders see 

shaping and consolidating an alternate the forum as a “powerful factor of global 

world structure or framework. development” signifies its seriousness in 

urging the creation of an alternate web of It is interesting that such a formation 
multilateralism beyond and away from gathers momentum in a year when the UN 
the control of the dominant and existing celebrates its 70th anniversary. India's 
multilateral structures. The fact that the articulation, especially through PM Modi, 
BRICS members confirm their intention in favour of restructuring the UNSC is a 
to “further enhance the collective role of proposition that is bound to gather 
our countries in international affairs”, is momentum as India pro-actively engages 
in itself indicative of the progress of the with countries and people within her 
effort and is in line with India's new civilisational space. In fact, the call to 
foreign policy objectives.  restructure the UNSC, a call which PM 

Modi has reiterated in various forums PM Modi's hands on approach to the 

over the last one year, is a sign that the creation of an alternate multilateral 

shaping of an alternate global pole also structure, his dynamic effort in the 

announces the re-balancing and re- cementing ties and ironing differences, 

drawing of a world order which has his proactive initiatives in pushing India's 

essentially been Western in its construct agenda and world-view in this process has 

and reflects a mindset spawned by the last propelled India to the centre of any such 

global conflagration of the 1940s. effort for alternative order creation. A new 

d e x t e r i t y  i n  m a n a g i n g  g l o b a l  The UN as a body, which is essentially 
contradictions and in maneuvering the creation of a world order that was 
complexities has informed India's effort in shaped seven decades back, can hardly 
this regard in the last year. It is a shift that aspire to articulate or symbolise the hopes 
was long awaited.and yearnings of world that is vastly 

INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY

Narendra Modi, BRICS & the Alternate 
Pole

ŸAnirban Ganguly



n an effort  to save the 

Mumbaikars' trouble of waiting Iin long queues to purchase 

tickets, Railway Minister Suresh 

Prabhu recently launched a Mobile 

App for paperless unreserved 

tickets for 35 lakh commuters using 

the Western Railway's suburban 

s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i s .  

Undertaken under the Centre's 

'Digital India' programme, the 

M o b i l e  A p p  f o r  P a p e r l e s s  

Unreserved Tickets on Mumbai 

Suburban section has been made 

available for 35 lakh commuters 

using the Western Railway's 

s u b u r b a n  s y s t e m  b e t w e e n  

Churchgate and Dahanu Road. 

The mobile phone has been 

developed as part of the 'Operation 

Five Minutes' initiative announced 

by Prabhu in his Railway budget for 

2015-16 presented early this year. 

The initiative, under which the 

unreserved tickets can be booked 

using smart phones, has been 

brought out to improve access and 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  u n r e s e r v e d  

tickets.Introduced by the Railways, 

the new mobile phone App is aimed eliminates the inconvenience for 
at implementing the concept of commuters of having to wait in 
Paperless Unreserved Ticketing queues to purchase tickets, but also 
through mobile phones, in a big reduces the use of paper for printing 
way. The application not only tickets.
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Mobile App for Paperless Unreserved 

Tickets
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enable students to learn in the ashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan 
Google campus and announced that (RAA) is a unique concept R Phase II of RAA will be launched in developed by the Ministry 
January, 2016 for higher education of Human Resource Development 
under which model science labs will that aims to inculcate a spirit of 
be established in all districts of the inquiry, creativity and love for 
North Eastern States. Science and Mathematics in school 

children. U n d e r  R a s h t r i y a  A v i s h k a r  

Abhiyan, government schools will RAA is an initiative by Ministry of 
be mentored by Institutes like IITs/ HRD to encourage students to learn 
IIMs/ IISERs and other Central sciences beyond the classrooms. It 
U n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  r e p u t e d         is an effort to take forward the Prime 
organisations through innovative Minister's vision of Digital India, 
programmes, student exchanges, 'Make in India' and 'Teach in India'. 
demonstrations, student visits etc to While launching the initiative, 
develop a natural sense of passion Smriti Irani, the Union Minister, 
towards learning of Science and also emphasised the fact that more 
Maths. and more women should be 

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  

participate in the 

field of science and 

technologies. She 

talked of efforts 

made by INTEL for 

nurturing scientific 

temper among girl 

students. She also 

mentioned Google 

India's initiative of 

C o d e  t o  L e a r n  

Contest which will 

Ministry of HRD

Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan (RAA) 

Launched by MHRD Seeks to Develop 

Scientific Temper Among School Children

INDIA@NEW INITIATIVES 
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Hkktik ds jk"Vªh; v/;{k Jh vfer 'kkg us fuekZ.k djus dk ç;Ru djsaxsaA os jax'kkjnk esa 
dk;ZdrkZvksa dk vkºoku djrs gq;s dgk fd Hkktik vk;ksftr Hkktik ds egk&lEidZ vfHk;ku ds 
dk;ZdrkZ pquko esa t;&ijkt; ds fy;s ugha rhljs {ks=h; cSBd dks lacksf/kr dj jgs FksA bl 
cfYd fl)kar vkSj fopkj/kkjk ds fy;s vuojr cSBd esa Hkktik ds ikap if'peh jkT; egkjk"Vª] 
dk;Z djrs gSa ftudk y{; Hkkjr ekrk dks fo'o xksok] xqtjkr] nknj uxj gosyh ,oa neu nho ds 
xq# cukus ds fy, lefiZr gSA fopkj] dk;ZØe ,oa dk;ZdrkZ lfEefyr FksA
fl)kar & bl f=lw=h vk/kkj ij dk;Z djus ds Jh 'kkg us dgk fd gekjk vkxkeh dk;ZØe jkT; 
dkj.k gh Hkktik dfBu ls dfBu ifjfLFkfr;ksa dk Lrj ij 15 yk[k dk;ZdrkZvksa dks rhu eghus esa 
lkeuk djus ds i'pkr Hkh uk dHkh VwVh] uk dHkh çf'kf{kr djus dk gSA bl çdkj dk çf'k{k.k 
fc[kjh] cfYd fnu&is&fnu etcwr gksrh xbZ vkSj dk;ZØe fo'o esa bl rjg dh igyh vHkwriwoZ 
vkt Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ iw.kZ cgqer ds lkFk lÙkk ?kVuk gksxhA mUgksaus dgk fd vkt iwjs ns'k esa 
esa gSA ;gh ugha fo'o&iVy ij Hkktik dks lcls yxHkx 1600 jktuhfrd ikfVZ;ka gS ijUrq cgqr 
cM+k jktuhfrd ny gksus dk xkSjo çkIr gqvk gSA de ikfVZ;k¡ ,slh gSa tks vkrafjd yksdra= ds 
mUgksaus dgk fd vkt Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ ds 11 fl)kar ij dk;Z djrh gSaA Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ 

djksM+ ls vf/kd lnL; gSaA gekjk edln bl ,dek= ,slh ikVhZ gS tgk¡ vkarfjd yksdra= çHkkoh 
la[;kcy ls pquko thrus okyh jktdh; rkdr :i ls ykxw gS vkSj bldk eq>s vfHkeku gSA in 
cukuk ugha gS oju ge laosnu'khy dk;ZdrkZvksa çkIr djus ds fy, ;gk¡ fdlh fof'k"V ?kj esa tUe 
dk rst iqat lewg ysdj ,d l'kä Hkkjr dk ysus dh vko';drk ugha gSA bl ikVhZ esa leiZ.k 

Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ ds jk"Vªh; v/;{k Jh vfer 'kkg th dk jax'kkjnk esa vk;ksftr 
egk&lEidZ vfHk;ku ds rhljs {ks=h; cSBd esa mn~cks/ku

Hkktik dk;ZdrkZ pquko esa t;&ijkt; ds fy;s ugha cfYd fl)kar vkSj 

fopkj/kkjk ds fy;s vuojr dk;Z djrs gSa % vfer 'kkg
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Hkko ls dke djusokyk dksbZ Hkh dk;ZdrkZ ikVhZ dk T;ksfr ;kstuk] vVy isa'ku ;kstuk] uekfe xaxs] 
v/;{k ,oa ns'k dk ç/kkuea=h cu ldrk gSA mUgksaus ç/kkuea=h lqj{kk chek ;kstuk] ç/kkuea=h thou 
dgk fd vc ge dsaæ esa ,d lÙkk/kkjh ny gSa] vr% T;ksfr chek ;kstuk] eqæk] ve`r] csVh cpkvks csVh 
dk;ZdrkZvksa dh Hkwfedk vkSj nkf;Ro vkSj Hkh c<+ i<+kvks] LoPN Hkkjr] esd bu bafM;k] fLdYM 
tkrh gSA mUgksaus dgk fd vkusokys le; esa yacs bafM;k] fMftVy bafM;k] lkaln vkn'kZ xzke 
le; rd ge iapk;r ls ysdj yksdlHkk rd ;kstuk] lqdU;k le`f) ;kstuk] xjhc dY;k.k 
lÙkk esa jgusokys gSaA vkt ç/kkuea=h Jh ujsUæ ;kstuk] ç/kkuea=h vkokl ;kstuk] nhun;ky 
eksnh th us nqfu;k esa Hkkjr dk eku o lEeku iquokZl ;kstuk] e`nk LoLF; dkMZ] ç/kkuea=h —f"k 
c<+k;k gS vkSj jk"Vª dks xkSjokfUor fd;k gSA ;gh flapkbZ ;kstuk] lkxjey] LekVZ flVh ;kstuk vkSj 
ugha vkt eksnh th dks fo'o Lrj ij lokZf/kd iafMr nhun;ky mik/;k; Jeso t;rs dk;ZØeA 
yksdfç; usrk ds :i esa Lohdkj fd;k tk jgk gSA bu lkjs dk;ksaZ dks gesa tu&tu rd igq¡pkuk gSA 

yksxksa rd ;kstukvksa dks ys tkrs gq, gesa vke yksxksa Hkktik ds jk"Vªh; v/;{k Jh vfer 'kkg us dgk 
dh vis{kkvksa vkSj vkdk¡{kkvksa dks ljdkj rd Hkh fd dsaæ esa Jh ujsUæ eksnh th dh ljdkj us vR;ar 
igqapkuh gSA Jh 'kkg us fo'okl O;ä djrs gq, gh dk;Zl{ke ,oa çHkkoh :i ls dke djrs gq;s dbZ 
dgk fd bl rjg ls yksxksa ds cgqr ls ç'u laxBu vPNs dk;ksaZ ds fØ;kUo;u dh ;kstuk cukbZ gS vkSj 
ds ek/;e ls gy gksaxsa vkSj Hkktik ds çfr tgk¡ mlds fy, mfpr fu.kZ; fy;k gSA ,d o"kZ esa 24 
tuekul esa fo'okl c<+sxk ogha Hkktik dk ubZ yksd & dY;k.kdkjh ;kstuk,¡ 'kq: dh xbZ gS 
tuk/kkj Hkh c<+sxkAtks bl çdkj gSa% tu&/ku ;kstuk] ';kek çlkn 

eq[kthZ jjcu fe'ku] nhun;ky mik/;k; xzke 



" T h e  g i g a n t i c  t a s k  o f  

reconstruction, cultural, social, 

economic and political can be 

r e n d e r e d  p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  

coordinated efforts of bands of 

trained and disciplined Indians. 

Armed with the knowledge of 

India's past glory and greatness, 

her strength and weakness, it is 

they who can place before their 

country a programme of work, 

w h i c h  w h i l e  l o y a l  t o  t h e  

fundamental traditions of Indian 

civilisation will be adapted to the 

changing conditions of the modern 

world."
- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri 

Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Research Foundation
11, Ashok Road, New Delhi - 110001
Tel.: 011-48005769, Email: office@spmrf.org, director@spmrf.org  

@spmrfoundation

www.facebook.com/spmrfoundation


