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“Family's Identification
with Nation”

he hijacking of the monsoon

session of Parliament by the

Congress Party and its
theatrical leaders who are adept at
dramatizing and falsifying situations is,
in effect, the expressions of a disdain for
the mandate of the people and for the
essential democratic ethos of India. But
then the Congress party and its top
leaders, the “High Command” — a term
that was a common in the Nazi lexicon —
have always displayed a disdain for the
peoples' verdict, especially if that
verdict has gone against them and have
reduced their powers of doling out
patronage.

In fact, the Congress party and its
faithful political trumpeter the
Communist parties led by the CPIM
have, in the last one and a half year,
opposed every attempt made to pull the
country out of the morass that she was
pushed into in the last decade.
Ironically, those who have created a
mess of our national affairs in the last
six decades are now asking the Modi
Government to fix everything in a year
and are everyday indulging in theatrics
which is not in sync with the democratic
spirit of the country and the people.

The height of such mindless
obstructionism and petty politicking
was when the leading lights of the
Congress party openly opposed the

historic effort of bringing about a Naga
Peace Accord. So minimal is their
concern for the well-being of India's
northeast and in fact for the whole of
India, that the Congress leaders,
especially its President, displaying an
absolute disregard for India's national
security concerns condemned the effort.
Such a mindless and desperate effort to
gain some byte-space exposes the
Congress's actual mindset which is to
prevent India's progress, development
and well-being.

The Northeast of India is a region that
has seen successive Congress
governments in power and has yet
remained neglected, under-developed
and marginalized with its full potential
yet to be developed. The question as to
why such long festering conflicts could
not be solved by the Congress and were,
in fact, allowed to perpetuate and burn,
the question as why the region remained
marginalized for so many years, the
question as to why the youth of
northeast have left the region in large
numbers to find opportunities in other
parts of India, need to be answered by
the Congress. Yet it is a debate that it is
avoiding and obfuscating.

In near six decades of rule, the
Congress with the help of the
Communist parties, have tinkered with

and debased democratic, constitutional
and academic institutions. Interestingly




after it had institutionalised corruption
in the country, the Congress, had, since
the mid-1950s, developed a habit of
constituting enquiry commissions
whose recommendations it never
followed. The finding of these
commissions were debilitating and
revealed how the Congress created a
wide nexus network of corruption,
abetted, aided and nurtured it with
impunity. On various Congress
ministers and leaders the commissions
observed, that they: “abused their
influence and power for enriching
themselves directly or indirectly, their
position and power were exploited by
their kith and kin for securing undue
favours or advantages from government
officials in their business dealings, that
they accepted illegal gratification for
granting licenses, renewing of
agreements, giving rebates,
concessions and /or exemptions,
including giving undue pecuniary
benefits to private firms, affecting
adversely the interests of the common
people and the revenue of the State, that
they accepted huge sums of money as
compensation in awarding contracts
and placing orders to national and
international firms.” It is thus deeply
ironical to say the least, to see and hear
the Congress party and its leaders talk of
propriety in public life!

Dr. Rammanohar Lohia, “believed
that the Nehru family's identification

with the nation was not only
undemocratic but harmful and that

Nehru's acceptance” of Western values
led to his “opposing anything that

would give the nation a sense of
Indianness”, unfortunately, fifty years
after Nehru's passing, that family's
identification with the nation is still
proving to be detrimental for our
national progress.

-Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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Bharat Has Lost Its Ratna

it

harat has lost a Ratna, but

the light from this jewel will

guide us towards A P J
Abdul Kalam's dream destination:
India as a knowledge superpower, in
the first rank of nations. Our
scientist-President and one who
was genuinely loved and admired
across the masses never measured
success by material possessions.

For him, the counterpoint to
poverty was the wealth of
knowledge, in both its scientific and
spiritual manifestations. As a hero
of our defence programme, he
shifted horizons; and as a seer of the
spirit, he sought to liberate doctrine
from the narrow confines of
partisan tension to the

 Narendra Modi

[

transcendental space of harmony.

Every great life is a prism, and we
bathe in those rays that find their
way to us. His profound idealism
was secure because it rested on a
foundation of realism.

Every child of deprivation is a
realist. Poverty does not encourage
illusions. Poverty is a terrible
inheritance; a child can be defeated
even before he or she has begun to
dream.

But Kalamji refused to be defeated
by circumstances. As a boy, he had
to support his studies by earning
money as a newspaper vendor;
today, page after page of the same
newspapers are filled with his
obituarynotices.




He said that he would not be
presumptuous enough to say that
his life could be a role model for
anybody; but if some poor child
living in an obscure and
underprivileged social setting found
some solace in the way his destiny
had been shaped, it could perhaps
help such children liberate
themselves from the bondage of
illusory backwardness and
helplessness.

He is my marg darshak, as well as
that of every such child. His
character, commitment and
inspirational vision shine through
his life. He was unencumbered by
ego; flattery left him cold.

He was equally at ease before an
audience of suave, globe-trotting
minis ters and a class of young
students. The first thing that struck
one about him was that, uniquely,
he combined the honesty of a child
with the energy of ateenager and the
maturity of an adult.

He took little from the world, and
gave all he could to society. A man of
deep faith, he epitomised the three
great virtues of our civilisation:
dama, self-restraint; dana, sacrifice;
and daya, compassion.

But this persona was powered by
the fire of endeavour. His vision for
the nation was anchored in
freedom, development and
strength.

Given our history, freedom had a
political context of course; but it
also included freedom of the mind
and expansion of intellectual space.
He wanted India to leap out of the
underdeveloped trough and
eliminate the curse of poverty
through inclusive economic growth.

Wisely, he suggested that
politicians spend only 30% of their
time on politics, and 70% on
development; a suggestion which he
often followed up by calling in MPs
from a state and discussing the
socioeconomic issues of their region
with them.

The third pillar, strength, was not
born of aggression, but of
understanding. An insecure nation
will rarely discover the route to
prosperity .Strength commands
respect. His contributions to our
nuclear and space achievements
have given India the muscle to be
confident of her place in the region
and the world.

His memory is best honoured by
the creation of new institutions that
nurture science and technology, and
enable us to find a beneficial
equation with the awesome power
of nature. Too often, greed makes us
predators of our environment.

Kalamji saw poetry in a tree, and
energy that could be harnessed in
water, wind and sun. We should
learn to look at our world through




his eyes, and with the same
missionary zeal.

Human beings can shape their
lives through will, persistence,
ability and sheer courage. But we
have not been given the right to
script where we are born, or how
and when we die.

However, if Kalamji had been
offered an option, this is how he
would perhaps have chosen to say
goodbye: on his feet, and in front of
a classroom of his beloved students.

As a bachelor, he was childless. But
that is wrong. He was a father to
every Indian child, teaching,
cajoling, urging, exciting, clearing
darkness wherever he found it with
the radiance of his vision and the
passion of his involvement.

He saw the future, and showed the

o
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way. As I entered the room where
his body lay in state yesterday, I
noticed the painting at the entrance
that depicted a few lines from an
inspirational book he wrote for
children, Ignited Minds.

The good that he did will not be
interred with his bones, because his
children will preserve his memory
through their lives and work, and
giftitto their children.

The writeris the Prime Minister of India

Courtesy: Jul 29 2015, The Times of
India
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Challenges of Digital India

he BJP fought the last

national election on the

slogan - maximum
governance, minimum government.
And while faith in the government
has gone up, people are entitled to
demand that the quality of
governance improves. That it makes
a difference to their lives. The bad
news is that those who created huge
expectations of big bang changes
and revolutions are disappointed,
and make their disappointment
known through daily sermons that
pass for newspaper columns and TV
bytes. The good news is that on
many fronts, quiet but substantive
changes in processes and access are
being introduced that would
improve the quality of life of India's
citizens through improved,
transparent and accountable
governance.

Digital India represents one such
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Digital India

Power To Empower

approach that is both
comprehensive and yet will touch
the life of all citizens in the remotest
village. It is a matter of great
surprise, and regret, that despite
being known for its computing and
problem-solving skills, despite
being seen as the back-office of the
world, the coverage and
effectiveness of our e-Governance
initiatives is extremely patchy and
disappointing. Countries with lower
literacy levels, lower per capita
incomes and greater challenges
have moved far ahead of us in this
field. And it is not because we
started late, or did not invest
adequate resources. The first
desktop graced the tables of senior
bureaucrats from 1986 onwards and
big computer centres were built that
processed data on implementation
of public development
programmes. Computer education
in schools using mini-computers

s POLICY ANA
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using BASIC language was also
introduced at the same time. Since
then many programmes were
launched by centre and state
governments, but other than laptop
computers replacing Remington
typewriters, and extensive use of
personal email and now social
media, the overall impact has been
below-par.

Having said that, there have been
successes e.g., rail and airlines ticket
booking, updation & maintenance
of land records in a number of
states, tracking PDS foodgrains in a
few and so forth. Over the last few
years, separate initiatives like the
National e-Governance Programme
(NeGP), National Knowledge
Network (NKN), National Optical
Fibre Network(NOFN) etc have
been launched that sought to place
e-Governance within a larger public
administrative framework keeping
the citizen at the centre. Digital
India takes this efforts one notch
higher by seeking to build synergies
from access to government using
online/ mobile platform, extending
the range of services and beneficiary
oriented development and welfare
programmes that would be covered
to looking at e-education, e-health,
skill upgradation using mass online
open courses (MOOCs) and
extending backward linkages to
encouraging manufacture of e-
goods by creating a favourable

- ——
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climate for investments in this field
totake place.

While the vision is comprehensive
and extensive, it does not propose to
implement it either centrally or
using GOI budget sources alone.
There are many existing
government of India programmes
and funding streams that would
carry on and be strengthened/
revamped. Importantly, it brings
together efforts of different
ministries and agencies. The state
governments and the private sector
have to play a key role in making it a
success.

The failure of the earlier efforts
primarily arose from the singular
focus on acquisition of hardware.
The placing of the computer on the
desk of an officer became a prestige
symbol. The allocation of computer
was completely devoid of functional
requirements. When computers
moved in to the room of the personal
assistants (PAs), they were at least
used, if only as more efficient
typewriters, akin to buying a truck
to transporting a single book as by
then computing powers had
exploded. The situation is much
better now but still limited -
tracking of file movements, routine
data uploading and spreadsheet
functions, generation of bills by
government utility, tracking
government expenditures and cash




flow etc.

The singular failure, which Digital
India, seeks to address is process re-
engineering. Overwhelmingly, even
when application for PDS (ration)
cards for example can be filed online
at Common Service Centres (CSCs)
and where after approval, cards can
be collected at CSCs, the actual
processing of the application is done
manually on files. Physical files
bound in red-tape and paper
memos/ letters remain the primary
source of information flow in
government offices. This has to go,
and in a specified time-bound
manner. The transition to e-
Governance should be used as an
opportunity to relook at
government processes, collapsing
the examination and approval levels
to make it efficient and accountable.
Similarly all intra- and inter-
government communications
should be electronic. This would
force senior decision-making levels
to be e-friendly and skilled thereby
bringing the system under control
and focussed. Digital India makes
this a priority.

The second key determinant of
success of Digital India would be the
building of a genuine public-private
partnership. CSCs as the visible face
of the government and the financial
sector at the village level would only
work if the privates sector is

POLICY

incentivised to make sufficient
investment in physical facilities and
in human resources. CSCs must not
be undercut by running parallel
government services, not allocating
sufficient services or not paying
them their fair service charges in
time.

Lastly, Digital India should not be
seen as belong to the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology within government of
India, as being a GOI initiative
within States or a government
efforts among the public.
Stakeholders at different levels have
to be energised, empowered and
made accountable. It must be a true
national effort at implementing a
key national vision. PM Modi's
vision of digitising the vast field of
governance and delivery reflects the
aspiration and a mindset that is
focused on the future and the
progress of the Indian state
machinery as a responsible,
performing and responsive entity.

(The author is former Power & Energy
Secretary Gout of Delhi, Chief Secretary
Andaman & Nicobar, former Jt.
Secretary PMO and a member of the
SPMRF Advisory Board. He writes

extensively on security and governance
issues.)
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yotiraditya Scindia accusing the

Modi government of being

apathetic and adversarial to
farmersis an attempt to stitch together
a series of hollow arguments to paint
Modi and the center as anti- farmer.

This has been in the making for a while
now encouraged by the support across
all opposition parties on the land
acquisition bill and twisting that to
link it to the plight of farmers even
when the bill has not come into force
yet! It is also a function of the much
vaunted change of guard within a
moribund Congress that people like
Scindia have finally found a voice but
the deployment of this voice as a
sudden champion and messiah of
farmers will need lots of answers.
Questions carry weight when they are
backed by sustained performance and
glossing over the fact that Scindia's
party was at the helm for 60 years will
not help.

Let's deconstruct Scindia's and
Congresses Modi as anti —
farmer campaign:

« India's agricultural output
witnessed negative growth this year,
with farm output declining by 1.4%
between January and March

« UPA 1 & 2 extended agricultural
creditincreases benefitted more than 7
crore farmers

« While the center has offered to
reimburse state governments for

o
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Politics Over Farmer Distress

* Parag Amalnerkar

compensating
farmers
through the
state disaster
relief fund it
confines the _
support to the
first disaster
in afinancial year.

« Removal of the social impact
assessment clause in the land
ordinance.

The above form the crux of labeling
Modi anti-farmer and adversarial. One
would expect an economics grad from
Harvard and an MBA from Stanford to
have done some diligence prior to
being seen as the face of the campaign
to discredit Modi in the context of
farmers but it does not seem to be the
case.

Which new policy of the Modi
Government has led to the decrease
(and this is only Jan-March 2015) in
farm output? None! On the contrary
Modi government's belief in
agriculture and its potential is
reflected in the Union Budget. Gist of
significant initiatives is as construed
below:

These steps include enhanced
institutional credit to farmers;
promotion of scientific warehousing
infrastructure including cold storage
and cold chains in the country for
increasing shelf life of agricultural
produce; improved access to irrigation




through Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sichayee Yojana; provision of Price
Stabilisation Fund to mitigate price
volatility in agricultural produce;
Mission mode scheme for Soil Health
Card; Setting up of Agri-tech.

Infrastructure fund for making
farming competitive and profitable;
provide institutional finance to joint
farming groups of “Bhoomi Heen
Kisan” through NABARD;
development of indigenous -cattle
breeds and promoting inland fisheries
and other non-farm activities to
supplement the income of farmers.

This Central Government recognises

and discharges its responsibility to
assist State Governments in overall
development of Agriculture sector.
Effective policy measures are in
position to improve agricultural
production and productivity and
address problems of farmers. State
Governments are also impressed upon
to allocate adequate funds for
development of agriculture sector in
State plan, as well as initiate other
measures required for achieving
targeted agricultural growth rate and
address problem of farmers.

Let's also dispel the propaganda
around the removal of the Social
Impact assessment clause in the land
ordinance while reiterating that this
has absolutely no bearing on Farmer
woes or suicides. Propaganda suggests
that the removal of social impact
assessment is a carte blanche but it is
not so. According to Arun Jaitley, the
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mandatory “consent” clause and
Social Impact Assessment (SIA) will
not be applicable if the land is acquired
for national security, defense, rural
infrastructure including
electrification, industrial corridors
and housing for the poor including
PPP where ownership of land
continues to be vested with the
government. Do note, the five areas
that have been excluded, each and
every one of them have either National
interest or creating alternate revenue
streams for farmers who don't make
enough from farming alone at heart. In
fact Modi government has balanced
out the ordinance by including 13 so
far excluded Acts under the Land
Acquisition Act. It is hailed as a pro-
farmer move as with this decision,
rehabilitation, resettlement and
compensation provisions will be
applicable for the 13 existing central
pieces of legislation. Till now land
could be acquired under these Acts
and there was no uniform central
policy of rehabilitation and
resettlement.

There is also some history of
Jyotiraditya Scindia that one should
know. In the years that he was the
central power minister all four state-
run distribution companies (discoms)
under Modi's government (when he
was CM) emerged as top performers in
the appraisal carried out by the power
ministry. Power Finance corp had
organised an event to release state
wise performance of integrated rating
of state electricity distribution




utilities. This event was cancelled by
the power ministry 48 hours prior
without any reason! On another
occasion organised by the power
ministry, he left the venue abruptly
without felicitating Gujarat Discom
officials! These instances reveal the
pettiness of Scindia; it is hard to digest
his new found avatar and self-
anointed ownership of farmers given
his back ground.

Data is always the best antidote to
people unleashing propaganda to
resurrect their careers and not so
much out of concern for farmers:

Ashok Gulati, Tushaar Shah and
Ganga Sreedhar have written an IFPRI
paper, 'Agricultural Performance in
Gujarat Since 2000', which highlights
something few people know — that
Gujarat's agricultural performance is
by far the best in India.

« Between 2000-01 and 2007-08
agricultural value added grew at a
phenomenal 9.6% per year (despite a
major drought in 2002). This is more
than double India's agricultural
growth rate, and much faster than
Punjab's farm growth in the green
revolution heyday. Indeed, 9.6%
agricultural growth is among the
fastest rates recorded anywhere in the
world. That drives home the
magnitude of Gujarat's performance.
This was lauded by Swaminathan
Aiyar as well, whom Jyotiraditya
quotes! Now why would the same
Modi who with his vision and hard
work in a drought prone and arid state
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like Gujarat made it the best
performing agricultural state
suddenly turn anti —-farmer?
Laughable to say the least!

«  New data released by the NCRB
on July 17th 2015 shows that
Maharashtra continues to be the
leader in farmer suicides by
accounting for 45.5% of the total
suicides in the country. Even with the
earlier methodology, Maharashtra
always topped the hall of shame in the
context of farmer suicides. Now if the
UPA policies and compensation were
so effective, why does this state top all
suicide charts when it was the congress
ruling it for 15 years? States like Bihar,
West Bengal, and Uttarakhand
recorded zero farmer suicides and
none of these are congress ruled
states!

Like oft proven education does not
necessarily guarantee learning,
Jyotiraditya Scindia in his quest to
appease Rahul Gandhi and join hands
to resurrect their near extinct careers
is punching way above his weight.
Shorn of substance and again
reflective of the petty trait to
undermine India's welfare at the cost
of personal posturing , getting the anti
—farmer tag to stick to Modi will fail
miserably.

Parag Amalnerkar is a strategy and
marketing professional, passionate
about nation building, he focuses on
incisive analyses on geopolitics, foreign
affairs, defence and also political satire.

Courtesy: http://www.niticentral.com,
Date-21July, 2015
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How the Writing of Indian History was
Selective & Why it Needs to Re-Written?

he debate over re-writing

the history textbooks of

India has been re-ignited
and as usual emotions are running
high where most of the people are
not even aware about the issues at
hand. But this has not prevented
them from taking partisan stance
and firing the usual clichés, without
ever properly examining the flaws in
the history textbooks. Of course, in
the present textbooks there are
several factual errors or the
deliberate attempts at
whitewashing or obscuring the
uncomfortable facts but we should
be able to see the problem in its
totality. The trouble with the history
textbooks can be seen under six
important categories:

* Abhinav Prakash

The first trouble with the history
writing is that of the perspective. It
is true that history is multi-faceted
and it is not possible to include all
the angles in school textbooks. But
history must be written from the
perspective of the masses and not
the rulers alone. It is a tragedy that
history of India is largely written as
the history of foreign dynasties
entrenched in & around Delhi and
the people of India have been
reduced to footnotes. Especially in
the medieval era, it is about imperial
campaigns of the Turks, Afghans,
Mughals etc. rather than the
resistance movements by the
people. In fact, it is difficult to find
even the reference of local dynasties
and kings and all we have is the
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sequence of fratricidal wars or the
wars between different foreign
tribes and dynasties who invaded
India at different points of time. The
example of Queen Tarabai (B 1675)
is illustrative. Our youth would be
hard press to recall this great Queen
who took the command of the
Maratha revolution after the death
of Shivaji Maharaj and the
execution of his successor Sambhaji
by Aurengzeb. Khafi Khan
(d.c.1731) writes that Mughals were
certain that a helpless woman with
two young children could do not do
anything. But under the
indomitable command of Tarabali,
the war spread inside Mughal
territory and Maratha power was on
ascendance. In battles, she led from
the front, mobilized resources and
motivated soldiers drawn mostly
from the peasantry. Deccan became
the graveyard of the Mughals with
some 1 lakhs Mughal soldiers dying
every year in the epic 27 years
Mughal-Maratha war. But the
narrative of the Mughal-Maratha
war is skewed towards the Imperial
Mughals who get a sympathetic
treatment as against the Maratha
'rebels'. Same is the case with the
Indian interaction with the Western
imperialism. The central actors in
our books are the British and not the
Indian princes and people. It would
not be an exaggeration to say that
people of India are absent from the
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history textbooks of India!

The second trouble is the
monolithic narrative of history
which progresses from Harrapan
era to the Vedic age then to the
Mahajanpadas and the rise of the
first empire under Mauryans. It
then shifts to the Guptas and then
after Harsha, simply jumps on to the
Delhi Sultanate followed by
Mughals and the British. What
makes it even more troublesome is
the dominance of north India
especially the Gangetic plains in the
textbooks which fails to reflect the
diversity and plurality of the Indian
history. The south finds a flimsy
mention with Cholas and Satvahans
etc. Vijyanagar Empire is largely
ignored, despite it lasting almost as
long as the Mughal Empire and its
historical importance in shaping the
social-political and economic milieu
of the large parts of India. And there
is hardly a mention of the
Pratiharas, Kashmiri dynasties,
Kakatiyas, Rastrakutas, Ahoms. Or
do we read about the Eastern
Gangas and Palas of Bengal who
ruled for four centuries each? Or the
Western Ganga dynasty, which
ruled from 350 C.E to 1000 C.E?
Many a times these dynasties and
empires ruled areas larger than the
largest European countries for
centuries! And then we have the
bewildering absence of any history
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of Northeast in textbooks.

Then there is the third issue of
exclusion of the Dalits and Tribals
from the history. Instead their role
and agency in the history is simply
denied by presenting their culture
and religion as the imposition of the
'Aryan Invaders', which needs to be
abandoned. In a single stroke, the
whole Dalit-Bahujan Samaj is
robbed of its culture, ingenuity,
history and spirituality, and de-
humanised as people lacking
agency, reduced to the footnotes of
history. The rich line of Shudra and
even Dalit kings is also conspicuous
by its absence in the textbooks. Even
Kings like Raja Suheldev have no
place in the mainstream history. In
the Battle of Bahraich, Raja
Suheldev defeated the 100,000
strong Ghazanavid army and halted
the Islamic invasions of India for
more than a century after the
depredation of Mahmud of Ghazni.
The immense role played by Dalits
in the first war of Independence is
also ignored with freedom fighters
like Uda Devi, Matadin Bhangi, Vira
Pasi, Chetram Jatav etc finding no
mention at all. The various agrarian
movements led by Dalit leaders like
Ekka movement of Madari Pasi are
reduced to obscure events despite
their massive scale and appeal
during the British Raj.

Tribal history too is ignored.

T
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Students passing out of the schools
and colleges are ignorant about the
rich tribal communities of India
apart from the stereotypical image
of 'backward tribals' who need to be
rescued'. They gain little, if any,
knowledge about the tribal society,
polity, spiritual systems and the
vibrant tribal kingdoms and culture.
Also, tribals were the ones who
continuously resisted the western
imperialism in every part of the
country and paid heavily for the
same. This fierce and continuous
resistance to the western
imperialism is one of the most
intense and glorious in the annals of
the world but which finds only
passing mention in the textbooks in
the half-hearted information on
Santhal uprising etc. Schedule
castes and Scheduled tribes
constitutes nearly 25% of the Indian
population and it raises serious
question mark on the veracity of
history writing which treats them as
mere appendages of the historical
flow in India and only to be
discussed when caste oppression is
tobe discussed. Itisironical that the
predominant Marxist and
Communist scholars who wrote
history actually suppressed the
sagas of the sagas and contributions
of these sections of society to the
making of the Indian civilization.

The fourth problem is that the
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history of India is not only written
from the flawed paradigm but is also
hopelessly outdated. One can say
that there is too much of ideological
debates and too little of archaeology
and data. History writing is based
on the narrow spectrum of sources
of history where a large number of
the archaeological and literally
discoveries in past few decades have
not been incorporated into the
textbooks. We have even failed to
produce an authoritative
translation of the numerous
classical texts not only of Sanskrit
but also of Tamil, Kannada, Pali and
various other regional languages
and dialects. The state of history
writing in India can be gauged from
the fact that thousands of
documents, letters, secret
communications, and
contemporary reports in and
around the third battle of Panipat
are gathering dust in libraries and
private collections and have never
been studied! If this is the case with
an event as important and as close in
time as the third battle of Panipat in
1761, we can imagine the state of
historywriting in India.

Also, India has always been a
civilization with strong oral
traditions. In fact, much of the local
histories and histories of the castes
and communities have only been
preserved in the oral traditions. But
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there has never been any systematic
attempt to record and analysis these
narratives. Instead, most of the
history writing consists of reference
and cross-references within a small
group of English language
historians with the premium being
placed on references to western
historians. The oral traditions are
either simply ignored or just
randomly picked up to embellish
the narrative. And with respect to
the subaltern groups like Dalits,
Tribals etc. we see the wholesale
dismissal of their oral traditions as
'invention of history' either in the
Ambedkarite mould or as attempts
in Sanskritisation. It is a matter of
concern that even the sources of the
history are seen with the present day
ideological blinkers rather than as
an honest objective enquiry.

The fifth issue is that history is
much more than the political
history. History writing needs to
give greater weightage to various
themes like environmental history,
social history, economic history,
history of technology and
knowledge production, arts and
literature, production processes,
Indian industry etc. For example,
we know that the Pratiharas built a
strong and prosperous polity with a
powerful military and defended
India's borders for about three
hundred years. But what is not




elaborated upon is the ingenious
water management and irrigation
system, which enabled them to
produce the surplus to sustain such
a polity in an otherwise arid region
of the western and north-western
sub-continent. There is no reason
why history should be a bland
political narrative especially of
foreign overlords and their
shenanigans. History has to be an
organic and a vibrant entity, which
relates to the everyday life and India
as aliving civilization.

The sixth aspect lacking in history
writing is the India's interaction
with the world down the ages. The
strong maritime traditions of India,
the spread of its ideas and
philosophies across the world and
the various influences imported by
India are lacking in emphasis.
Human civilizations do not develop
in isolation, in fact, interactions
with the world is an important part
of the history of any country and
civilization. It is more so with the
India, which has exerted
tremendous influence on the socio-
political and economic
development in the Indian Ocean
Region and the Central Asia. India
has always been a strong maritime
tradition, the world's first
international trading port is Lothal
in Gujarat from where Indian ships
sailed to Arabia, Iran, Africa and
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Babylonia, carrying with them not
just goods but people and ideas.
Harappans maintained trading
posts as far as the northern reaches
of Afghanistan and as early as 3
B.C.E, Odia sailors were navigating
the waters of South-East Asia. These
trade relations led to the flowering
of the rich tradition of cultural
exchange and spread of knowledge
systems across Asia. And in turn,
India itself was shaped by such
interactions on many occasions.
The study of such events cannot be
reduced to wars or the accounts of
foreign travellers. But it has to be a
dynamic study involving multiple
points of interaction.

The textbooks of history, as is
stands today, are not only distorted
both in contents and perspective but
also do not present the complete
picture of the Indian history.
Therefore, re-writing the history
textbooks is a crucial and urgent
task if India is to develop a proper
historical narrative worthy of its
antiquity and to inform its present
and guide its future.

(The author is a Research-Scholar at
Jawaharlal Nehru University and writes

extensively on various socio-political and
civilisational issues)
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Unlocking Land and Moving Forward On
Land Bill Through Competitive
Federalism

he Centre has circumvented a

political deadlock over its land

acquisition amendment Bill by
asking the States to go ahead and enact
their own laws along these lines. With
no end in sight to the deadlock in the
Rajya Sabha, the Bill could once again
have become a pretext for holding up
other urgent business in the monsoon
session, which has begun on July 21. By
such an initiative — land acquisition is
on the concurrent list — the Centre has
ensured that at least the eight BJP-
ruled States can enact similar laws to
expedite the acquisition process. Any
new legislation will require the
Centre's consent — a mere formality
for these States. For the rest, the UPA
law will once again come into force
when the ordinance, already re-
promulgated thrice, lapses. We,
therefore, have a situation of
“competitive federalism” unfolding,
with two models of land acquisition
coming into force across the country.
Rather than wince at the outcome, it
should be regarded as the best possible
way forward in an economically and
politically diverse country. A feasible
land acquisition process would have to
be based on the principle of leaving
both industrialists and agriculturists
better off. States are likely to arrive at
their own versions of this rule in view
of their growth compulsions and socio-
economic circumstances.

In fact, BJP governments in states

could evolve a ground between the two
laws and thus by setting an example,
those state laws can gradually emerge
as the template for the country
irrespective of the parties in power at
the Centre and in the States. Therefore,
industry stands to benefit from
competitive federalism in the medium
term. It can lead to a nuanced,
enduring resolution of politically
fraught issues such as 'consent' and
'social impact assessment'. The
Centre's move shall meet a crucial
objective: it will further spur industrial
development.

While clearing the roadblocks for
industry, it should be kept in mind that
India's land use by industry is
inefficient by world standards till now.
An example of this is that Japan uses
less than 10 per cent of the 22 million
hectares of non-agricultural land
available in India to produce more
than thrice India's industrial output.
The Centre and States should take a
serious view of land being held for
years without being put to productive
use. It would be an interesting study to
see how and which government
acquired these lands. For
manufacturing to take off land markets
must become more even-handed and
transparent and so the existing
roadblocks to land acquisition need to
be addressed.

SPMRF Desk
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Swachh Bharat Mission: An Anzilysis
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of Work Done By Modi Government in
Last One Year

ithin a year of his

address to the nation

from the ramparts of the
Red Fort, from where he had last
year implored people to dedicate
themselves for 'Swachh Bharat' with
clean toilets in every school in a
year, the task of providing toilets in
all schools is nearing completion.
PM Modi said the 'Swachh Bharat'
mission has been started to see that
health and hygiene issues of the
poor do not affect their working
capacity and output. “We took up
the task of providing toilets in all
schools. It is going to be completed
in next few months. Don't children
of the poor study in these public
schools?

The 'Swachh Bharat' campaign
ever since it was launched by the
Prime Minister on Rajpath on 2nd
October 2014 has engineered
public response and even at places
,where social groups who had
nothing to do with city's hygiene got
involved and many groups are now
frequently seen in public parks
clearing the debris. The Mission was
launched with the objective of
ensuring cleanliness and open
defecation free urban areas in all

ST

* Rastriya Prahari

4,041 statutory cities by 2019.
Estimated cost is Rs. 66,009 crore
out of which the Centre's share is
Rs.14,643 crores.

Official sources said physical
targets include 1.04 crore
household toilets, 2.52 lakh
community toilets seats and 2.54
lakh public toilet seats and assisting
30 crore urban population with
solid waste management practices.
During 2014-15, about Rs 800 crore
has been released to 28 states/ UTs.
Over two lakh household toilets
have been built besides 12,000
community toilets during the year.
Government sources said 390 cities
have reported 100 per cent
collection and transportation of
municipal solid waste. Standard
operating procedures (SPO) were
also issued by the government to
ensure cleanliness during and after
public gatherings and meetings.

The Swachh Bharat Mission, in
tandem with large number of
government agencies, is bracing to
ensure toilets in every school in next
few months besides gearing up for
to ensure cleanliness. PM Modi, in
his latest meeting to review the
programme, has also directed
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authorities that spiritual leaders
should be associated with
cleanliness efforts during major
congregational events like Kumbh
Mela and Jagannath Yatra.

Ever since, the mission gained
momentum, a number of incidents
took place and the Priyanka Bharti
case of Maharajganj in Uttar
Pradesh hit headlines, triggering
debates. The 19-year-old bride had
reportedly walked out of her
husband's house in protest against
lack of toilet facilities. She was
inspired by Government of India
initiative of “Jaha Sauch Wahi
Sauchalaya”. She was quoted as
saying that “I would not eat or drink
water through the day only so that I
could avoid having to go out into the
fields to relive myself. At night, the
fields can be dangerous. It began to
affect my health which is when I

protested."Society exerted pressure
on Priyanka to return to the marital
house, but she did not give in. Then
a social institution involved in the
public toilet work chipped in and
facilitated to build a toilet in her
house. Now, she is travelling
extensively to campaign for toilets
in houses and increasing sanitation.
Priyanka is not alone in the crusade.
A 32-year-old man got printed his
wedding card last month with a
message for the 'Swachh Bharat'
mission in Ballaritaluk of
Karnataka. The card spread a
message encouraging people to
construct a toilet compulsorily in
their house to lead a healthy life.

PM Modi reviewed the progress of
the mission recently with officers of
the ministries of the Urban
development, drinking water
supply and sanitation, NITI Aayog



and PMO. The PM sought latest
feedback on toilets construction in
all states. After comprehensively
reviewing the situation, he directed
concerned officers to specially
coordinate with States which are
lagging in toilet construction. He
asked the 'Namami Gange'
programme authorities that
construction of toilets in habitations
on the banks of the River Ganga
should receive the highest priority.
PM Modi said motivational
incentives such as awards should
also be instituted through official
channels. In rural areas, the Prime
Minister suggested quiz
competitions among students to
promote awareness.The Prime
Minister also called for leveraging
the huge interest that 'Swachh
Bharat' has generated among the
Indian Diasporas.

Now, public sector undertakings
are participating in a big way to
construct and repair toilets. These
include Coal India Ltd, NTPC, REC,
Power Finance Corporation, Power
grid Corporation, NHPC and
ONGC. Private Corporates have also
chipped in the task. The 'Swachch
Bharat Kosh' has been set up under
the Finance ministry to receive
contributions. Funds from the Kosh
are being made available to the
'Swachch Vidyalaya' programme.

The Railway Ministry has taken up
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the issue of cleanliness in a big way.
Officials say plans are afoot to
provide dustbins in all newly
manufactured coaches including
non-Ac from 2015-16 onwards.
Besides, retro-fitment on existing
coaches has also been planned in
addition to plans for garbage
compactors. Separate directorate
for environment and housekeeping
has been created and integrated
policy for cleanliness is under
formulation.

Bio toilets have been introduced on
the coaches to eliminate open
discharge of fecal matter on the
track. More than 17,000 such toilets
has been fitted till now and equal
number of toilets will be fitted 2015-
2016. Two sections have been
identified to be made “zero toilet
discharge” section by October 2, this
year-Kanalus —Swarka-Okha and
Porbander-Wansjaliya. Jammu
—Katra and Manmadurai-
Rameshwaram will be covered late
in the year. All the trains originating
and terminating and passing
through will be equipped with bio-
toilets.

Alot of work has already been done
under Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan. A
success of the first phase will push
the country into the next phase of
the Swachh Bharat Mission after the
Independence Day.
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India is Moving Towards Self Reliance

4

ne of the key sector where

the Modi Government has

done extraordinary work is
the defence sector where every
decision of the Government has
been taken with a clear vision and
with the only objective: of acheiving
substantive self-reliance in the
design, development and
production of equipment, weapon
systems, platforms required for
defence in as early a time frame as
possible; creating conditions
conducive for the private industry to
take an active role in this
endeavour; enhancing potential of
SMEs in indigenisation and
broadening the defence R&D base of
the country.

In pursuance of the Policy of

in Defence Production

in Defence Production, the
Government has taken several
initiatives to promote the
participation of domestic defence
industries in Defence Production
and Procurement. These include,
preference to 'Buy (Indian)' and
'Buy & Make (Indian)' categories of
acquisition over 'Buy (Global)' and
the decision of liberalisation of FDI




from 26% to 49% as well as
liberalisation of Industrial
Licensing Policy.

The FDI policy for the defence
sector has been reviewed and as per
the revised policy, the composite
foreign investment upto 49% is
allowed through Government route
(FIPB) and beyond 49% with the
approval of the Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) on case-to-case
basis wherever it is likely to result in
access to modern and state-of-the
art technology in the country.
Besides, the restrictions such as
single largest Indian shareholder to
hold at least 51% equity and
complete restriction on Foreign
Institutional Investor (FII) existing
in the earlier policy have also been
removed to facilitate investment in
the sector.

At present only 60 Industrial
Licence applications for defence
sector are presently pending with
the Government. While total 287
Industrial Licenses have been
issued till date in defence sector.
Since June 2014, 70 Industrial
Licenses have been issued in the

defence sector. Some of the
proposals for which licenses have
been issued were pending since
2009 as necessary formalities /
processes were not complete.

All the initiatives which the
government has taken till now will
go a long way to make India self-
reliant in terms of high end
technology and thereby
indigenizing the defence industry. A
visionary work which was mainly
started during the regime of Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee will finally
reach to its ultimate conclusion in
PM Modi's tenure. A self-reliant
India in terms of technology will
also energise some other initiatives
of the Government like 'Make in
India' and will certainly bring more
investment to boost up the
economy.

SPMRF Desk
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GST Bill will be a Game-Changer

he GST bill would simplify

the indirect tax procedure

and eliminate the burden of
age-old taxes, like sales tax which
was a source of harassment and
corruption. It would also prevent
leakages of revenue.

The select committee of the Rajya
Sabha has approved the 122nd
Constitution Amendment Bill that
would enable the Government to
introduce the Goods and Services
Tax (GST). It was introduced in the
Lok Sabha during the Winter
Session of Parliament last
December. It could, however, not be
passed with the Opposition parties
opposing it. While the Amendment
cleared by the Rajya Sabha panel is
more or less the same as the earlier
Bill, it made one important change
that will further boost PM Modi's

.\
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cooperative federalism spirit
because now the Government has
agreed to provide a full 5 year
compensation package to state
governments in case of any loss due
tothe newtaxregime.

The provision of compensation for
a full five years to the states for any
losses suffered by them due to the
GST is another example where PM
Modi has shown his Team India
spirit and has gone the extra mile to
bring states on board which his
predecessors have failed to do.
Earlier, the compensation was
phased out with full compensation
for only the first three years, 75 per
cent in the fourth year and 50 per
cent in the fifth year. Full
compensation was one of the
demands of the states so to that
extent it was an astute move for the
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part of the Upper House panel. The
select committee also reportedly
suggested that the one per cent tax
over and above the GST be replaced
by a one per cent tax only in case of
inter-state supply of goods for a
consideration. This, they said,
would help the manufacturing
states, like Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.

It is a good move on the part of the
panel to recommend that as many
articles as possible should to be
brought under the purview of GST
so that the tax rate could be
moderate and spread out. It has
suggested that items like tobacco
and tobacco products, alcohol and
electricity supply and consumption
be brought under GST. It has,
however, left it to the GST Council to
decide whether to include
petroleum products.

The panel did not take any decision
on the GST rate, leaving it to the
committee chaired by the Chief
Economic Adviser to the
Government, Mr. Arvind
Subramanian, who said it should be
ready in six weeks. The sub-panel of
the empowered committee of state
finance ministers had earlier
recommended a revenue-neutral
GST rate of 27 per cent and Union
finance minister Arun Jaitley said it
would not be more than 27 per cent.
The states and other stakeholders
want it at 18 per cent, to be shared by

the Centre and the states.

It would not be an exaggeration to
say that if this Bill is passed it would
be a game-changer — one of the
most spectacular reforms in
independent India. It would
simplify the indirect tax procedure
and eliminate the burden of taxes,
like sales tax which was a source of
harassment and corruption. It
would also prevent leakages of
revenue and it is estimated to add
nearly two per cent to national GDP.
Let's hope that the Opposition
parties will understand the need of
putting country first in all affairs
because till now the Opposition,
especially the Congress which has
worked hard to bring Parliament to
a standstill. The NDA Government
is committed to fix the economy
which was left out in a mess by the
Congressled UPA.

(SPMRF Desk)
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It's About Ideological Apartheid, Not
Competence

TII chairman Gajendra

Chauhan, who was

acclaimed for his role in
Mahabharata as Dharamraj
Yudhishtir, is today the favourite
whipping boy of the so-called
“intellectuals” across the country.
From Bollywood stars of
questionable calibre to students in
institutions remotely connected to
the film industry, it has become
fashionable to tweet or issue
statements against the besieged
chairman who has been facing
protests from the moment his name
was announced.

In Mr Chauhan's appointment, the
NDA government has not violated
any rules or conventions
whatsoever. Ever since the
establishment of the prestigious
institution which has contributed
several stalwarts to the industry, the
appointment of the chairman has
been the sole discretion of the
information and broadcasting
ministry.

To begin with, since when have
students started to decide who will
head their institution? Are they
bestowed with more wisdom than a
popularly elected government?
How is it that terms such as

o

* K. G. Suresh

“academic
democracy” are
being coined and
circulated by
sections who
were silent all
through the UPA
era when people
of questionable credibility and
integrity were being appointed not
only to academic institutions but
also the high constitutional offices
of the land? But today, those who
defended the appointment of Rabri
Devi as Bihar chief minister as
empowerment of women and
backward communities are crying
foul over rooftops questioning the
educational qualifications of the
Union HRD minister whose
articulation and enthusiasm is
conceded silently even by bitter
opponents.

Unfortunately, the entire debate is
neither about Mr Chauhan's
abilities nor academic democracy.
Chauhan is only a scapegoat in a
larger game plan to discredit and
defame all NDA appointees as RSS
agents with mediocre abilities,
thereby seeking to establish that
only Left wing intellectuals have the
capability to build and lead
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institutions.

It is a desperate attempt by
frustrated and insecure intellectuals
who fear that the golden days of
their dominance over national
institutions are over. The
government's move is neither about
saffronisation nor about
undermining institutions. It is
about removing the scourge of
political untouchability,
discrimination and apartheid that
successive governments/
universities have pursued since the
dawn of independence.

Many academics were denied their
due for the only crime that they
believed in a certain ideology or
subscribed to a certain school of
thought. Their ideology became the
albatross around their neck.
Nobody talked about their freedom
of thought and expression, their
academic freedom. They were at the
receiving end in academic
appointments and promotions. The
nation's academia was dominated
by a mafia which determined their
fate and like Bhagya Vidhata pushed
into the netherworld the lesser
mortals of the right wing variety
with contempt and ruthlessness.
The government of the day is only
ending thatinjustice.

The conspiracy is crystal clear.
This Mafiosi is not just attacking Mr
Chauhan. He has become a pretext
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to condemn each and every
appointment of the government —
from the ICHR Chief to the censor
board chief and the chairman of the
National Book Trust. The target is
neither Mr Chauhan nor the
information and broadcasting
ministry but the Prime Minister
himself and the RSS.

If indeed the critics and the
students of the FTII have a genuine
reason for protest, they should
listen to the counsel of eminent
filmmaker Shyam Benegal, who
name is often being invoked by
them.

“They should talk to Mr Chauhan.
If they fear he is not competent, it's
best that they talk to him and quiz
him. It'simportant”, he says.

Mr Chauhan himself has offered to
talk to the students and asked for an
opportunity to prove himself. Can
there be anything more democratic?
It cannot be my way or the highway.

(The author is Adjunct Professor,
Makhanlal Chaturvedi National
University of Journalism and
Communication)

(Courtesy: The Asian Age/July 17, 2015)




Holding Parliament To Ransom

he centre of gravity in any

democracy is best measured

by the credibility of its
Parliament, an institution that fuses
a core Puritan simplicity with a
Catholic electoral horizon. There is
position, represented by
government. There is opposition.
The space in between is occupied by
debate. Socrates, famously,
established democracy's
philosophical principles when he
replaced competition with dialogue.

After six decades of experience,
Indian democracy has come to a
curious pass. A government insists
on discussion over an opposition
demand, and opposition rejects
debate. Congress, under the elbow-
jerk leadership of Rahul Gandhi,
wants verdict now, trial later. If you
insist on judgment without
discussion, what is left to discuss?
The mordant joke doing the rounds
is that Rahul will do anything to
avoid speaking in Parliament.

Parliament proceedings are no
longer a closed-door affair, reported
and interpreted by a select few from
print media. Television cameras
have democratised debate to a
spectacular degree. Members speak
in front of the largest jury in history,
in the court of public opinion. By

- M J Akbar

sabotaging
debate, Congress
is denying the
Indian people the
opportunity to
hear evidence
from all sides, and
then make up
their minds.

Sushma Swaraj has said as many
times as she has been asked that she
is ready to make a statement in the
house so that MPs have the liberty to
respond, criticise, analyse or
support her case on merits. It is
Congress, for reasons
unfathomable, that refuses to
engage. If Congress is dissatisfied
with Swaraj's explanation, it can
mount a counteroffensive in the
house or elsewhere, before a
watching and listening nation.

If Congress feels that it has not got
satisfaction from this parliamentary
process, it can consider other
options. After all, the life of this
Parliament is not going to end this
week, or this year or next year. There
is time enough. So why does Rahul
hold Parliament to ransom even
before a preliminary requirement of
democracyis underway?

Congress is not talking of a boycott
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of only one debate. It wants to shut
Parliament as an institution unless a
cabinet minister and two chief

ministers resign. This is Alice in
Wonderland politics: “Off with his
head!“ said the Queen. Why?
“Because I sayso.”

Perhaps the truth is simple: You
shout instead of talking only when
you have nothing to say.

The argument one hears from
Congress MPs has, in essence, two
parts. One was articulated by
Congress frontbencher Anand
Sharma in the Times of India last
week, that Congress cabinet
ministers and a chief minister
resigned despite being, at least in
the Sharma morality play ,
“innocent. Let us examine this
proposition. Why did Congress ask
its ministers to resign if they were
innocent? Why should anyone who

is innocent be punished? That is
utterly weak governance. The
plainer fact is that no one was
innocent. One cabinet minister was
reprimanded by the Supreme Court
for altering evidence. A second had
to go when his close relative was
caught making money. They did not
resign because of mere allegations.
They went only when proof
appeared in the public domain
through a competent process.

The second part is that BJP also
stalled Parliament. But BJP only did
so towards the end of the second
term, when public anger at scams
had climbed to boiling point.

If you recall massive scams like 2G
or coal mines or Adarsh, it took
years of investigation before guilt
was established, through
constitutional instruments like
CAG, which established loss of

-~ Nerowaus SHs



revenue running into hundreds of
thousands of crores.

The telecommunications rip-off
occurred during the first UPA term,
as the Radia tapes showed; the
confrontation came only later in the
second term after the CAG report,
particularly when senior Congress
intellectuals like Kapil Sibal insisted
that there was “zero loss®.

The investigative process in the
Lalit Modi case, as any check with
the courts will confirm, is being
intensified only now. Memory is not
as short as some would wish it to be.
UPA filed nothing more than a
FEMA case against Modi and made
little effort to get the accused back
after he had disappeared to London.

UPA was in power when Modi took
the flight to London, and did little to
stop his departure. Today, in the
Vyapam matter, the high court has
been given charge of investigations,
and is satisfied that both STF and
SIT are doing their work with
integrity.

Congress asked for CBI
intervention; the government
agreed very quickly .Contrast this
with Rahul Gandhi's inability to see
anything wrong with the extortion
of money from liquor barons,
recorded on video, by an aide of
Uttarakhand chief minister Harish
Rawat, or the silence about
Himachal Pradesh's Applegate

" POLITICAL COMME

-

controversy, where Vir Bhadra
Singh's apples became pricier than
those grown in the Garden of Eden.

Governments today have to
respond fast, and transparently, not
because any opposition party wants
this to happen, but because India's
public opinion will not tolerate any
cover-up. Our citizens constitute
the most stringent judiciary in
history. If Indian democracy is safe,
it is because of the vigilance of
citizens, not the outbursts of
politicians.

The writer is an author, editor and
national spokesperson of BJP

Courtesy: TIMES OF INDIA, Date :
July 27,2015
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Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana: The Will To
Serve Our Villages

ew week back, fellow

parliamentarian Tathagata

Satpathy wrote on the
Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
(SAGY) and chose to call it a “flawed
scheme, that looks good on paper
but whose implementation is
flawed” ('Adarsh Milligram Yojana',
'Poke Me', ET, July 11). Since he has
written so decisively about the flaws
in “implementation” of SAGY, a
rejoinderisin order to set the record
straight on why putting SAGY into
action is no rocket science. All that it
perhaps takes from us is sincere
commitment.

In comparison to a Lok Sabha MP,
it may indeed be easier for a Rajya
Sabha MP to adopt and allocate
funds under SAGY. But to state that
itis aHerculean task for a Lok Sabha
MP to implement SAGY is also
incorrect. For instance, when an MP
from the Lok Sabha claims that he
finds it impossible to pick a few
villages out of thousand-odd ones in
his constituency and is left asking
“on what basis” he should pick a
village for adoption, the answer is
not that difficult. What better basis
for adopting a village than choosing,
say, 'the least developed village' and
transforming it into a 'model

T

«Nirmala Sitharaman
village'?

The outcry
that the
Members of
Parliament
Local Area
Development
Scheme
(MPLADS) funds are too little for
the execution of SAGY because
there are so many assembly
segments within one parliamentary
constituency is again hollow. As per
the official website of the MPLADS,
in the financial year 2014-15, the
government had released Rs
2,147.50 crore for all the members
of the current Lok Sabha. Even
though a year has passed, 75 per
cent of the funds — Rs 1,659.88
crore —remain unspent.

Many MPs have been unable to
recommend more than 50 per cent
of their MPLADS funds that were
meant to be utilised in the past year.
Drawing from my personal
experience, I provided for three
reverse osmosis water treatment
plants, an underground drainage
system, a digital community centre
and a dozen roads in my adopted
villages under the MPLADS, and
was still left with enough money to
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fund more than 20 projects in the
rest of the West Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh.

One of the key reasons why villages
have lagged behind is not because
there are no schemes for their
development. It is because these
schemes have not been effectively
implemented. The idea behind
SAGY is to use the leadership skills
of MPs to ensure that at least around
800 adopted villages every year are
given guaranteed access to the
existing central and state-
sponsored schemes for which funds
are already available with the
district administration.

For example, my adopted village,

LIST

Pedhamyanavanilanka, is a coastal
village in Andhra Pradesh that gets
submerged in water every monsoon.
At the time I was conducting the
'need assessment' survey there to
pencil down its top priorities, an
obvious demand from the villagers
was for the construction of an
elevated bridge to ensure that the
village is not cut off from rest of the
world.

It did not require me to generate
additional funds for
implementation of this project. The
proposal for such a construction
was already covered under the
National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (Nabard)




scheme. All Thad to dowasto ensure
that the project was expeditiously
implemented.

There are dozens of centrally
sponsored schemes — the Pradhan
Mantri Grameen Sadak Yojana, the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employee Guarantee Act
(MNREGA), the Jan Dhan Yojana,
the Indira AwaasYojana, the
Pradhanmantri Jeevanjyoti Beema
Yojana, the Atal Pension Yojana and
others — which can be readily
implemented in the adopted
villages without having to mobilise
additional funds. Then there are
activities like promoting the culture
of cleanliness and hygiene, gender
neutrality, retention of children in
school, ete, that have no financial
bearing at all.

The least convincing claim against
SAGY is that it is an “armchair”
scheme “imposed” on the people.
SAGY requires that its development
plan is designed by individual
members of the village in a gram
sabha. Can such a scheme be called
an “armchair” scheme? Under
SAGY, MPs have to take up issues
that are given priority by the
villagers. Is this an “imposition™? It
is, in fact, the closest that any
administration has come to the
people in designing, implementing
and evaluating a scheme.

The Prime Minister's vision for

SAGY is simple and yet game-
changing. If around 800
parliamentarians adopt a village
every year, by 2019, more than
4,000 villages will be transformed
into model villages. Without putting
an ounce of extra burden on the
taxpayer and by effective utilisation
of presently under utilised local area
funds, SAGY would transform the
lives of more than 2.5 crore people
in rural India. This, by no measure,
will be an ordinary feat.

The writer is Union minister of state for
commerce and industry.

Courtesy: Economic Times, July 18,
2015
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With BJP, India Will See Enterprise Take
Off — And Bihar Will Finally See
Development: Rajiv Pratap Rudy

What are Skill India's priority
areas?

The National Skill Development
Council (NSDC) has conducted a
survey to access the country's
incremental human resource
requirement. It has identified 24
priority areas — these include
agriculture, banking and financial
services, beauty and wellness and
domestic help among other sectors.

Can Skill India dovetail with
Makein India?

Make in India requires a huge
skilled workforce. There's an
incremental HR requirement of
119.2 million people in priority
sectors by 2022, which include

building, construction, real estate,
capital goods, transportation, auto,
pharma, etc. All these are priority
sectorsin Make in India — and we've
realised that Make in India cannot
happen without Skill India.

We're hopeful the Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana, National
Skill Mission and proposed
National Skill University and multi-
skill institutes will be vital in
providing this skilled workforce.

Globally, India lags seriously
behind in entrepreneurship —
how are you addressing this?

Entrepreneurship needs specific
focus. Entrepreneurship in India is
presently necessity-driven, rather



than innovation-driven. The Global
Innovation Index 2014 ranks India
76 out of 143 countries. In India,
only 0.09 companies were
registered for every 1,000 working-
age persons — among the lowest
rates of G20 countries in 2011.

Our position in key entrepreneurial
triggers — innovation, access to
funds, ease of tax and regulations,
coordinated support,
entrepreneurial culture — explains
this. Our ministry is rightly
positioned to address this
challenge.

We'll soon announce the National
Policy for Entrepreneurship 2015 —
this focusses on infusing
entrepreneurship culture,
education through mentorship,
fostering social entrepreneurship
and grassroots innovation,
inclusivity, providing ease of doing
business, eliminating information
deficits, improving access to finance
and launching the national mission
on entrepreneurship.

This ministry will have coordinated
delivery of national and state
government entrepreneurship
programmes and access to
resources. We'll integrate
entrepreneurship education with
mainstream curriculums — and
we'll support young entrepreneurs
through a web and mobile-based
platform, the entire ecosystem in
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Hindi, English and regional
languages.

Promoting entrepreneurial culture
in India is essential. In the US, the
average valuation of start-ups is
$4.2 million compared to $2.3
million in India. As a proportion of
early-stage investing, angel
investments in India comprise
around 7% as against 75% in the US.
India also lags in early-stage
venture capital investing. Annual
investments are around $240
million as against $6.3 billion in the
US — and $700 million in China.

All these statistics certainly
highlight the need to focus on
entrepreneurship, both from
government and industry.

Alongside, what are BJP's poll
prospects in Bihar — can you
beat Nitish and caste factors?

BJP, under the able leadership of
PM Narendra Modi, believes in
development. The partyis dedicated
to citizens at the lowest strata of the
social pyramid.

With recent MLC elections, it's
evident the people of Bihar believe
in us — we're confident that with our
government in Bihar, the state will
finally start to progress on its much-
awaited development.

Courtesy: The Times of India, July 24,
2015,
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"Each individual creature on this beautiful planet is
created by God to fulfill a particular role. Whatever I
have achieved in life is through His help, and an
expression of His will. He showered His grace on me
through some outstanding teachers and colleagues,
and when I pay my tributes to these fine persons, I
am merely praising His glory. All these rockets and
missiles are His work through a small person called
Kalam, in order to tell the several million-mass of
India, to never feel small or helpless. We are all born
with a divine fire in us. Our efforts should be to give
wings to this fire and fill the world with the glow of its
goodness."

- Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam



"The gigantic task of
reconstruction, cultural, social,
economic and political can be
rendered possible through
coordinated efforts of bands of
trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of
India's past glory and greatness,
her strength and weakness, it is
they who can place before their
country a programme of work,
which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of Indian
civilisation will be adapted to the
changing conditions of the modern
world."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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