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Education, Educational Institutions

“..There was a time when political struggles between the peoples’
representatives and a foreign Government affected the peace and normal
activities of our schools and colleges. Today, after freedom, the situation has
undergone complete transformation. Whatever grievances one may have against
the Government of the day, - and in no country can there be a system of
administration which will be free from abuses or weaknesses, - the remedy does
not lie in merely appealing to the emotions and sentiments of the student
community. According to their age they will no doubt study the great problems
- economic and political - which are awaiting solution. Let them, by all means, be
conversant with the implications of these problems, according to their own
capacity and judgment. As adult voters, they will even exercise their franchise.
But in a free countrv teachers and students, as such, must not be used as pawns
in the game of party politics. They should be encouraged to devote their entire
energy to the great task of strengthening the foundations of the institutions, of
which they are members, and raising the standard and quality of their work. We
are living in age of intense competition today. We can only hope to regain for
ourselves the position that we once occupied in this great land of ours, if we can
truly and correctly build and administer our educational institutions freed from
all narrowness and partisanship. The future of our country lies in our devising
and executing properly balanced scheme of national education which will
represent the highest traditions of our culture and civilisation and at the same
time absorb the best that the West can give...”

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, July 1950
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.R.Ambedkar's 125th birth anniversary this
ar provided a great occasion to establish a
amic connect with the grassroots across the
country. Following a gruelling schedule on 14th April,
on Babasaheb's birthday, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi connected with the vast majority of rural India
and reaffirmed his commitment and his
government's pledge to work for equity, justice and
empowerment. This grand celebration of Babasaheb's
legacy and the call for an affirmative grassroots
action to fulfil his ideals of an egalitarian, exploitation
free society was long overdue and Prime Minister
Modji, in that sense, has indeed brought to centrestage
the ideals that Babasaheb espoused.

The long neglected project of an international
centre dedicated to the life and legacy of Babasaheb
also saw a new push with Prime Minister Modi laying
the foundation stone last year for the Ambedkar
International Centre in the heart of Delhi. Some have
only paid lip service to Dr. Ambedkar's legacy and
during his lifetime had left no stone unturned to
disrupt or terminate his political career and bury his
contributions. For them such an effort is indeed
shocking and they talk of appropriating Babasaheb's
legacy. But nothing, except their narrow political
objective and attitude, had prevented them from
generating a positive narrative around Babasaheb's
legacy. After all it had to be done, the fact that it was
neglected in the last 6 plus decades is itself a proof of
the selective politics that some political groups and
their leaders have practised in post-independent
India. The Communists, of course, have no real
understanding or feel for and no genuine connect
with Babasaheb's legacy. He is difficult for them
simply because he does not fit into the theoretical
moulds that have constructed; he does not fit into
any stereotype either.



Discussions and programmes on Babasaheb's legacy were held all across
the country and in the Indian missions abroad as well. Leading members of the
intelligentsia, academics, and interested citizens attended these in order to
better understand India's unique democratic legacy and the role of the
personalities and leaders such as Dr. Ambedkar in strengthen and giving shape
to that legacy.

The entire movement of Gram Uday to Bharat Uday saw a national focus
and discussion on the need to strengthen, connect, empower and develop
villages as way to an overall and integral national growth and well-being. For
over 10 days, the focus and effort to connect with the villages culminated in
Prime Minister Modi interacting and addressing Panchayat's across the country
from Jamshedpur. The message was a clear and direct one: villages need
empowerment and development at all levels. When he said, "Those serving in
village should think: I have the opportunity to do something transformative
during my tenure & serve my village", Prime Minister Modi was calling upon
all these leaders at the grassroots to become agents of social change and leave
a defining legacy in the march for transforming India.

The #GiveitUp campaign has reached the 1 crore mark - a phenomenal
movement that is transforming India. The Prime Minister's appeal to give-up
the LPG subsidy has seen overwhelming response. This itself is symbolic and
shows how we are gradually giving up the sense of entitlement and becoming
actual contributors in reaching the fruits of development all across the country.
Innumerable families who were hitherto deprived of the benefits of clean energy
have now been able to afford it and to drastically improve their life. Perhaps
for the first time such a large grassroots movement has succeeded. It is only
the blinkered or the prejudiced who deny it, or refuse to see its success.

— Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s address at
the launch of ‘Stand Up India’ initiative
in Noida, UP (5" April 2016)

Why “‘Stand Up India” focuses on Dalits, {317 g @R #R anfearft uRaR} &1 Y faar

Tribals and Women Entrepreneurs: 2| b &7 AT a1 2 572 sraaR e, ar

g9 U AISTT d1S | A1l I8 9918 AT © [o7e 3fa¥R el el | TR 37aER
fop AR SN aNfearfl dré—ae+ 8, g9R o FAe WX 89 B8 HR A g, I JqAR fHer
aford ME—a89 8, 9 P9 dP Aed Bl IR W feld AR Al Hig—aT W A
SAVR AR R&T 3R WRBR A fhasi B € STH BH PR Wbd § 3R < DI 98
Hd T grell iR PR e Rufy <& a1 INTEM © I6hd § | 3R $¥fery, Siiaq & &%
IS B aford, Nfed, o, dfrd, g9 IR &5 § A @ SARE BIR TR 40T 8311 Sl
BAT? WRT U fIvand ® fb o 3 o @RV | Sl fBAT Bl Hur R SiF @ forg
oIRtp 3R wefy, O AeT 3R gR S9aR 4 HOIQR T8l BT AR | 3R AT 3fu qouref
=4 faar 2, 39T € R 59 <ford URaRI &I o 9, 3107 URS™ ¥, |ed &¥ Bl (IR T,
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g ©, &mar 2| o AT 1 gfaen &

SITR a1 HolaR 8T & 3R < H 6 BRIS

ST a7 a1 U 18, e, W Bl ATHR B
qreft 3 Rl BT M 9e7 AhaT & iR
I t& faaR 9 9 ¥ 'Stand Up India' @t
BT 3T |

Our plan of action on '"Stand Up
India'':

TARI 39 Ao & d8d 9dT g §b
19 U4 < 1 a7 9RG RIFT R DIg 7 Blg
JUHH Y™ BRI 3R G5 o AN & IR
QIS g JUhd P& 81 | U f37el ¥, Uh
SHTE W, Ud T8l WA & <8l § d81 -Ta),
T el gAT P 3R SAY & did DI
®el ¢ & amuay KAy 8rf fé smuat
ga 59 st | ® S gd @ o
Arotar, S fd gfera &1, ar snfeardt 8 3iR
U HReT, ST AN BT MBI AlF AT BT
3R IHPBT AT S, AT AT B B
forT weg BN BT | 3T HeTHT B AHhd &
f& a1 ST Job seeker 2, ar Job creator
9 SIQIAT| ST TS B qelear €, dr
AT < TeAT 9 SITQIT | 3R U @8 IlRd
g Y= BId 8, DS Yeb DI ISR <, DS
I DI <, DS UM DI <, AR < & AroTari
@ foT Tep RISHTR BT AT TR U 81T |

Difference between '"MUDRA
Yojana" & '"Stand Up India
Yojana'':

g St 'Stand Up' A1 2 | T Aror1
3R 'Stand Up' I15+T1 ¥ U 98d a1 B
2| a1 Ao H ff TR & 91 SETaR
4 A, {B M T &, I U of Hepall & |
IR T T, HHAT © Al of FDhdl
O | =g 9= 91eT &1, 9T 99 arefl gaf,
gidl 81, 18 81, BIC—BIc dRT [SdT 9aR
B I S AT A o U B | AEHR AN
IPT ¢fC oid 2| dl Yb aR U oIl ©
TSl & & FFH W a8 & A8l A |
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A SITET ART U |8 9 HB B S © Ol
<97 1 31l TfAfafy 31 T 8 | Ble-Bie
AT 8, BIC §hMER & | fhdl o1 dfa goTR
1Ry, fHdl @I 9 g9k =1y, fhdl &1
U BOIR AR | d6b & aRaTSl I7eb [ofQ
§g 9 3R ¥ g9 N9 o fF Py 39D forg
TRET TEN <l o7 | 891 GgT IS & e
fT 1 TRE T AN BT A Jo a1 HRE |
Wfd H&T H 10 &IRg ¥UYY Tb DI IHA
fierht 21

g I eferd aRaRT & forg Ao arg
AfEel BT Sl §9 & forg S TS
g9T8 8, SHD d8d 10 oG I dd) b Uh
PRI BUY dPb P R §F ITHT <0 3R
I F9 B gelld H B dld f2gwr |
TP RGBT ¥ 3ffSd S8 R Bls 9 Dy
TIAT B Y BT | el IR U< H 2,
el faeell § Bl bell SRAYR, NS,
JEASEIG H B, 7Rl | BIC-BIC WM W
S Y B MY | S < Bl 3 QT
G Al g9 8 3R § 7 A ARl Bl Uh
S8 W T <, d 84 HoR T8l & | 3R «l
ST © AT T8l S 8RN, g8l IR DT oAl
BT, TIf 9 oS gettd &1 A faer 2|
39 Aol & dgd I8 fhar | 2|

Distribution of 5100 E-Rickshaw:

Urd B9 ¥ TG, 5100 S—Ra=I 37T
<1 T DTUhH 81 XET © | 37 A I 5—Rea
@ HifTh a9 G, S bl T (IR B
R IR I[OIRT R o | IS U &1 2
b a7 wR & HH1E 4 9, ofie U SR &
a1 IqD HIfeld a9 S | AT, s—Ra
B @ BRYT TRR BT Sl 7SI HRAT TSl
off a1 o4 8 SGHT | fs § SareT W
TG, SATT BT R UTG | o
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Salient points of PM Modi’s
address to L&T workers in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia on April 2, 2016

W YR AR, A AUH T B
wEd & I JeI T8 Wi B of Mg
2| MUdT ¥ gfHr 9 R smud
IRIRSHl BT Ue WRaT 8, 7 R
SRR, IS & dIdb dledl B, olfdhd
JTYHT J  THIAT IR DI
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3IT—TT—3M T 2 |
MY AN H W g HEh ar g
98d ®¥ AT folad & oIfhd A
3o gRART &I for@r ik amus
aRarRl o g1 wor a1, Ul 9gd
G HX UTH AT Bl B | 3R
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I8H g< T Biar 7, ursT 41 8l 2,
T A1 Bl 2, 3R HH—T GR[f
BT GOl |1 B1aT 7 | 3R o9 H 34
ISl B AT §, 3AMUD ST B
JMYBT HISATSTT 3MTUHT FHTAIRM,
ST 3T, WA 3MUD URT A T
g dr H W IO €1 g B I g
Rras & emus gRaRe e 81
S 2| 3R U dig fudr @
R 3 ST & Al g3l A1 I 8
greT Bl & forat f smus aRaR
BT BT TIRY gl 31Ty, 319 U
THR A WX IRIRH § iR 3T
gE—g@, I B dl TR GE—gH
21 3R THfRIU RA WRER &
WH A fJeR # Bl gY 9RAN
IS & oY T 38T IR D,
39 e # 89 S AR va dRd
REd % |

IR TP 4R arsl—d iR Sy
QART 99 ST fdhe R g9
AT AT Al {B A8l 99T © AR
saferg 3o 9 discipline &
AT B HI Y AR DI $oold
geTg B, 3T oI &H PR R’ B,
HTH HRA—HA 9= gad § 30+
gl B Uels &I fAdr drd I,
I JMUDH BH HIA B Udh by
product 1 g 3R a1 by product
I 2 f AP o9 AT = B fb
IS SaT ITBT HTH HRd 8! al
Y ®I$ 3k project BT @ 4t
Agd g Hs dAlelad o § al
feged | &Rll, B 3T 8
SITUAT | A 31U MRA Bl goold ol
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2, IR &1 TS Bl drhd ol @
MR YRA & 3fex ST Iorad ©
D fTT MU TRl & R Wl
fau & ofik sHiferg amue! 3 dlere,
JAMYBT I ATHY HH—HH &1
BT T ¥ |

E-migrate Sga¥l & &R Il
employer & 3R ST employee &,
TFI @ 99 ¥ coordination, 3R
TFI ® gRT e & coordination,
HRA WRHR & A1 coordination,
A ) 9 S BTl =, AR IAD
PR FHel IR bIs cheating &9 &
g1 H, TaTall @ 81T H B o &l
AT HH &, dI $9 faem # ft ta
T fhar T R

I« gret f&= # Emigrant &l
Regularised &3 & forg I8 w
QT &H YA d)A a1t ® Riyadh
A4 a1 Jeddah 5 Workers'
resource centre @rel SV, dlfdh
g9 Workers' resource centre
@ gRT TANI AMaeIHar g1 &l
SITGT |

24x7 (twenty four by seven) &
help line call centre &1 =gavern
®1 W | Free of charge 3
helpline =1e] 8171 q1fp 379
r=—fr= et ® A1 gEaT v
frerT, ar o arel oAl § egeRern
Adl el f, afd g wEl W
PI3 STwxd Usl, dr S99 help line &
HEIH W AT AU G Gl Hhd
gl °




Salient Points of Dr. Ambedkar Memorial
Lecture delivered by the PM Narendra Modi,

at foundation stone laying ceremony for Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar National Memorial

w T EF AT 9ET 189 Pl 98 T STHT fdwd A & wY H T
PR T 8 Ol | IAP! Sferdl BT AR <@ A1y | g o w9 Arféa
T TS I BR AR B & | a7aT TR BT BT <@l &, B9 F7aT ASHR

ATEd BT U WA 7 B | I I, ATed B S99 oI H1 B T8l g
B "eAl & Rgarh Arars IS drel DB | MR fded & Td—gdel AN
IT@T Al T WRER JMMATST o | D] ar ofel fawd & <9 gEel AN B
ARA BT RN # aeer W Sid 2 | JTATST 19T AT8d IS HR a1 Fhd
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2| 3R gAfoy AFaar 9 oo
FT fawar € 99 |ad oy I 98d
MMAeH & T IET AR AT i

@ Igarel o |

g dfdus # 9 o e g, a1 wfa
faeIy & wRor T8 Al 2| s @
TWRORRN B € HA BT b A
YA B WU H BT © | T gfE @
IR ¥ H o A1 § Q1 ABIgwNi B
IRy wU | <@ AT, Uh WRER

JeeRd HTs Ucd 3R AN drdT AIgd

FISHN |

9747 |89 AT SHY A
RIS Ih—duTd Rl & HEH
3 AMIRTD ThIhRoT Bl dIel IorT,
ST B SHIa® THIHROT BT ARG
yed | fear em, @1 &M wmING
UPHIHRUT BT qdT ATed FASHY Ol &
GRT g3l |

AN I H Forgyl, R gford &1 Aoigy
o U1 I, ST I AolR o, 9191 |18
S D AATET A | AT WY g
# ST labour laws 8, SH@T 3FR
4%y ®is foundation g, 4l
foundation & XfTgdar &1 ARd

JSHY o |

31T f2g™ & 50 UHRI =Irail dl o
fifste, e <o & fofa &
e % R o & orawR e ¥,
ar e 9 ol g e ol T
eI @1 U wIdlea] b gt
fobam | qR1 204 eraredt # S fa=R, S
Aol <91 W 9T R8, ST et 214
AL B URA § W A & ared ¥
HTH PR T © | IR MY fha—fma &
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frae i, SH®T 3R @TdT I1RMAT,
ar § AF g & 961 AR IS d
TR UH W &, b NEa gr1 |
g 91, S g1 by 7¢ Hoi aret
il relevant € |

q qfh & oy Bic—Ac T &R
aTel W BB AN BId & olfh Yo TS
T, 3R Tl =1 fear ar «mar
ATed 7 e, a1 Fa1? SR FHNT B
Th 9 bl b Wi e e,
farfera 91, A AT AT BT T
forem § ¥ R TP 9R SR MY
Riferg 8, a1 g1 &AM
3G ¥ 31 AT By 9T B UI3MT,
hlg AMIPHT Al el o Hdhdl, Bls
3MUPT G el e AT | A, I Sl
Inner Power <91 & W4, ¥ Inner
Power oIT | S=8i 918! dTddl el al
off, MU 3MARD Holl Bl S B
forg Sl e faaman o | gaxt /9
e, Fvfed 991 3R <Y 91 S
AT & el H FEY BRI, A
Aol @RIl smarst SowRi | A 3
o <0 W g1 3R gafery g9 o9
19T ATRd FSHY Bl g1 B & 9,
TART T T a7 a1 ® 3R <1l
g1 &, 9191 ARd & IR TR oA
BT | AR IAD! YOI AR A
21 8Kl &, Ugel HA | Bl 8| 9=l
EB AN Pl AR ITAT AT UG
AT &, WEY FRI| Ugel dlell HH ©
g1 | IMRER H STHRd & el s, af
Arad & T8 A | A *u ey
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H ga- <1 drebd BRI fb g @l
IR HRAT NI | IR 916 Ared A

ST El, dl Sl oo foxgrar o |
HH—PIR AR < H €1 IRd

JFISHR A T 91aT & 579 B dr
far, a1 quiqar ufds refser o,
ST et ot | _1o1 a7 a1 WRom |
q1dT 989 TS HY J BT BIs B
Tl foar | wregT foseT &R o faeT
B oiR sHfery g8 1 gARI &R
A TR &R o B 59 RIS |
dlet @1 9167 TS®H] Ared o 8H
IRaT e 2 6 g et & RISy
A AT Y, FAST 10T & RIS 9
Al SV, 3R d9 ST xR a1 8ART
fAotg, g foem, |81 g grfT |

el IRIER IS &, S1d areiAiT Sif
WPHR d41 A IRl dRXB BI—Bodll
T 7 319 I HTSTAT dTel 37T 7Y &, 374
3TTUeT STRETOT SIQIT | Sl AT YRI
g SH®l AT BRI aroidAl Sft &
WER & qAI VAT W T,
TG—Tia, BR—ER, AT AR a7 fear
ST 9 T B SO | arorufl S
P WRBR ], I—<cd V&l offdhd TRIF
qd 1 AT QT oY | TR Y g8 <Itr
AT |

AU H ATl | R ST g1t
I FR ET 7, PO H, FERTE H,
gore H, eRImm #, SR U<l H,
3% Isgi H, 81 oA R @1
dIR D Mda 8, 9 IR arall &
RBR TA™ BT R A, -
IgAd ¥ SEaeR e, off &1 o
gfera, difsq, wnfyq, tribal, S9&
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3TRETUT Bl TR qdb el M4 &l 2 |
R W 3@ T 1 @ B, FA?
qT9T AT RSP | Sl g foar
3R AT 8T & QMR WR <9 Bl
TA™ DI IR0 &1 off, S S PR
R oI Bxe 9l @nT €, ar
3O 918} T8l Thd Uid &, S9falu
Al BT S ®UY H AN DI 9fHT
B B forg Tl 2 © SR g«fery #,
# 59 Indu Mills & &rdwd @ forg
T o1, A g @ gAEeT &
Rram= & oy a1 o, S8 99y
H9 BB AT Ya 9197 AIed TSI
AT 3 TP, 3MUST I &F -l ©IF
IHd & | 96T A1Rd & A gF Al
T A9 €, Y A8l & S| S
A8TYoY & WTHH &4 BB Tol & | 3R
sAfT A S ¥H Bl S @ B,
D] ST Ferd] BR11, <ifdhT qATST
¥ 59® BN XK U7 Bl &, a9
U= Bl © SR WA &I gadl a1
BB, BH S DI HH G ol g7
AHd 8, 9 91 Bl BF AN A
e & 1 AHSET 80T |

19T AT PSSP} 1 319+ M fia=
H Ud 91 A% Hel ofl, 9T 39 91 B
TR O & wRA &1 NenfraRor
ggd aff+1erd € | Industrialisation, 39
T ¥ 9 |GrEd 9, Th a)% labour
reforms &<d o, labour & &% @
T TIsE asd 9, ofed g & forw
INENRTHRT B gPhTeTd B o | RgU
foaT sfear combination 2 | <ifee
3ITST RIT BT ®, ST labour @1 Arerar
g 91 SENT BT Ao Bl IR 781, S
SENT B AradT & ar labour &1 A=
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P TIR 781 g1 IR I8 qE1 Aed
JFSH] I Sl ST Bl A o, Rifd
RMEST B aRIGL 9 dled | 3R
ST a1 T &1 ArEd 9, IR ST
BT IR 3 & b 9161 A1Re SN
D TAHR U AR IART TS AEAYTI
TP o, a1 A% Hed o, f6 W &
S gfora, difea, onfyd € S9a o™
SHIF 8T & 3R gF el 9red a1 wd
B9 d18d § a1 gagdl I arex e |
JIENRIHROT Bl T/ AT © b
JONR & AU IaR STl 8l O,
g<feTy 3MEnfrever =Ry | gfera, Mifs,
AT & U S 81 B | T S D
9§ TE 2| W Wiy @ A
e, @ifd a€ ToIRT BT Far?
AR g9 foTU a1 ARY FISHR A
39 91al @1 9o f&ar| e @
9o fear|

94T ATed TSP & fol¢ Agul
fl, T & S folt SRR o, @R
SUfIY 98cl &I AFI—A9IE w81 o,
BT BT AH—RI I oI | I&d &
g B ST 9 < BT 3R FHST B
AT of B T DI UM < aTell T
qIdT AR THSHY I B d1d H
TABAT © 3R A T, FaT A BRI Bl
YT 94T TR FASHR BT SHIAT—SHE
Feofl Y&, T <91 @Y Udbal & forg
3o JeHi Bl qar feam, e &)
AT MRA BT <@ 3R d&el B HIaT
@ 9 AT BT U o T fa H
Ty fpar 21
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RIGTIad BRI ¥ 39 HEYRY &
IANTEE B MR el B H D
ATl & of dRd 3F ddb IR
g IR T 1T QT 31TeT i1 |
H Pel—hei—dsl d1d Aok 3Tl ®,
-y TcHIIT FAWR ST B,
HH—H ERE & Il 2 | H q19 |
FHEAT B, 3R d1dT AT ASHR Bl
BH gell 7 fam g, 1 A 8Tet 71 gl
BT | 3FR 94T ATed S dR dl fh
A TP IR 89 SN 91 & AT, SIgT D
A1 SIHAMRIT I& UgaT™ Bl TN
AT AT A S Bt 8 a1 B ff -
81 SIG, aF dibd 9 A ¥ ©, S9
B H B, S FHUT H 8, S N H
2, 99 dUT H g, 99 HeM bl o
B T IR MY & SUD 3AaR IST gall
2 3R S9@ g & oy 89 orll &t

YT eIl dgd 3I1dYh A6\r|

19T ATRd Al & WIdR o | ]
P R YN B Al THRA A | AP
qRATST BT YT HRd 9 3R 8 ol
HIUT® TD B I | AhdiAD
TITCTRT @ AT HRd of | 97161 Aed b
AT RT3y b, fra—foas
=T o, A &9 A9 Well—Hifa STt
2| BN ddhew U & W Sford g,
NfeT &, Mg &, S 77 dferd @,
TRI9 &I, AR &1, Tia H I8 arelm
g1, goi—siuSt § S arer 21, R
@ MG H TRAT dTell B, 39 AP
f0 "R §{B® HM HAT T Al 9@
ATed ISP AR ol He—dar
Ud URUT § SR a7 & IR &5 &M
PR P forg drpd Tt B | °




Salient Points of PM Modi’s speech
at Krishi Unnati Mela 2016
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epopt W, e, v Bl
||-..:1H.u-.1"3"|-"-"n".'

BT &3 DT T 3T iRy ¥ develop
BT B QT H T8 IRBR TRIRT X & T
AR QT ¥ ygCll FHY Hifd gg ar ugell
& RN gg | ol ga B wifd Rm
Il & R B 9 919 O a8 Ga
T | SR gafen g iy whifa
fae & R W, TaTTSl B YR
R, I MABRI & TR IR BRAT
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Salient points of PM Modi’s Address at
the MOF-IMF Conference on “Advancing
Asia: Investing for the Future”

» The long pending quota

The

revisions agreed in 2010 have
finally come into effect. The
quotas of emerging countries
will now better reflect their
weight in the world economy.
This will give them more say

in collective decisions in the
IMF.

Reform of global institutions
has to be an on-going process.
It must reflect changes in the
global economy, and the rising
share of emerging economies.
Even now, IMF quotas do not
reflect the global economic

Nationalist

17

realities. Change in quotas is
not an issue of increasing the
‘power’ of certain countries. It
is an issue of fairness and
legitimacy. The belief that
quotas can be changed, is
essential for the fairness of the
system. For poor nations to
respect the legitimacy of such
institutions, they must be able
to aspire and to hope. I am,
therefore, very happy that the
IMF has decided to finalize the
next round of quota changes by
October 2017.

» India has always had great



The

faith in multi-lateralism. We
believe that as the world
becomes more complex, the
role of multilateral institutions
will increase.

Many knowledgeable people
have said that the twenty first
century is, and will be, the
Asian Century. Three out of
every five people in the world
live in Asia. Its share in global
output and trade is now close
to one-third. Its share in global
foreign direct investment is
about forty percent. It has also
been one of the world’s most
dynamic regions. Although
Asia has slowed down, it is still
growing at a rate three times
greater than that of the
advanced countries. It is,
therefore, the ray of hope for
global economic recovery.

When we think about Asia, we
must recognize thatitis distinct
in many ways. Social stability
built on strong family values is
another feature of Asia’s
development.

India has a special place in Asia.
It has historically contributed
to Asia in several ways.
Buddhism spread to China,
Japan, and other parts of South
East Asia from India. It has had
a lasting influence on the
continent’s culture. Kingdoms
in the South and West of India
have engaged in maritime
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trade with other parts of Asia
for over a thousand years. The
Indian national movement
showed other Asian countries
that freedom from colonial rule
could be achieved without
violence. It also demonstrated
clearly that the sense of
nationhood, could be broad and
inclusive. It need not be defined
by narrow linguistic or religious
identities. The Sanskrit saying
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” -
the world is one family - refers
to this sense of the oneness of
all identities.

India has dispelled the myth
that democracy and rapid
economic growth cannot go
together. India’s growth rate of
over seven per cent is being
achieved in a country that is
also a vibrant democracy. It is
sometimes assumed that
democracy is a colonial gift to
India. But historians tell us that
India had produced forms of
democratic self governance,
many centuries ago, when
democracy was unknown in
many parts of the world.

India has also shown that a
large, diverse country can be
managed in a way that can
promote economic growth and
maintain social stability. One
way in which we are doing this
is through cooperative and
competitive federalism.



» Our rapid economic growth is

The

also very distinct in Asia. We
have never tried to gain in trade
at the expense of our partners.
We do not follow “beggar thy
neighbour” macro-economic
policies. We have never
undervalued our exchange rate.
We add to world and Asian
demand by running current
account deficits. We are
therefore good Asian and good
global economic citizens, and a
source of demand to our trading
partners.

We do not intend to rest on
achievements because my
agenda of “reform-to-
transform” still needs to be
finished. Our recent budget
provides a roadmap for our
future plans and ambitions.
Our underlying philosophy is
clear: To create the climate for
wealth generation and for that
wealth to be spread to all
Indians, especially the poor,
vulnerable, farmers, and
disadvantaged communities.

India is a responsible global
citizen in protecting the planet.
India played a positive role at
the COP 21 Summit. Between
now and 2030, we intend to re-
write history by growing
rapidly and also reducing the
emission intensity of our GDP
by thirty-three per cent. By
then, forty per cent of our
installed electric power
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capacity will be from non-fossil
fuel. We will build an additional
carbon sink of over 2.5 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent by 2030, by creating
additional forest and tree
cover. These initiatives are from
a country with very low per
capita land availability and a
low base of per capita emission.
We have taken the lead in
launching an international
solar alliance, involving 121
solar-resource rich countries
falling between the Tropic of
Cancer and the Tropic of
Capricorn. This will help many
developing countries, including
those in Asia, to take advantage
of developments in renewable
energy. India has moved from
a regime of significant carbon
subsidy to one of carbon taxes.
India is one of the few countries
to have a carbon tax in the form
of a cess on coal. The Coal cess
has been doubled in the Budget
of 2016-17.

My dream is of a Transformed
India. Ilay this dream alongside
our common dream of an
Advanced Asia - an Asia where
more than half of the global
population can live with
happiness and fulfillment. Our
joint heritage and mutual
respect, our common goals and
similar policies, can and must
create sustainable growth and
shared prosperity. °
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National Waterways Bill:

a Flow of Progress
= Uttam Kumar Sinha

ril 2016 Parliament approved
ational Waterways Bill. This is
\ 1gn1f1cant approval as the Bill
provides for enacting a central
legislation to declare 106 additional
inland waterways as the national
waterways in addition to five existing
national waterways. The Centre
derives the power for the regulation
and development of inland
waterways, declared by Parliament by
law to be national waterways, as
provided in the IWAI Act, 1985.

Inland waterways comprising
rivers, lakes, canals, creeks and
backwaters extend to about 14,500 km
across the country. The legislation
provides conversion of 15 rivers in
West Bengal, 14 each in Assam and
Maharashtra, 11 in Karnataka, 12 in
Uttar Pradesh, 9 in Tamil Nadu and 6
each in Bihar and Goa and 5 each in
Gujarat, Meghalaya, Odisha and
Telangana, among others. It also
includes plan to convert the Yamuna
in Delhi and Haryana into a
waterway. Five of the river-stretches,
which have been declared as National
Waterways, include Allahabad-
Haldia on Ganga (1,620 km),
Brahmaputra’s Dhubri-Sadiya (891
km), West Coast Canal Kottapuram-
Kollam (205 km), Kakinada-
Puducherry canals (1,078 km) and
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East Coast Canal integrated with
Brahmani river and Mahanadi delta
rivers (588 km).

The passage of the Bill highlights
the crucial importance of waterways
in the economic development of the
country, which for long remained a
backburner. Equally important is the
fact that the Bill showcases the
consultative process of the Centre in
allaying fears of the state
governments that the new law will
infringe upon their rights. The Union
Road Transport, Highways and
Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari
clearly emphasised that, “the
declaration of National Waterways
does not restrict the rights of state
governments in any way. It only
facilitates Government of India in
developing the waterway for
shipping and navigation. It will not



infringe upon their rights on minerals
and water etc.”

The National Waterways Bill is a
critically important development as
India’s trade through the waterways
constitutes only 3.5 per cent. In
comparison, China’s waterways-
linked trade is 47 per cent; 40 per cent
in Europe, 44 per cent in Japan and
Korea and 35 per cent in Bangladesh.
There can be no doubt that inland
water development is a cost-effective
mode of transportation. Often it has
been said that it is far easier and less
expensive to transport goods from
Mumbai to London than it is from
Mumbai to Delhi. In this context, the
Minister said that inland waterways
cost only 30 paise to move cargo
through waterways in comparison to
Rs 1.5 through road and Rupee one
from rail”.

The Bill also ensures that itis equally
environment-friendly especially in
protecting the riverine ecology and
fisheries and importantly tackling
pollution. The techno-economic
feasibility undertaken by the Inland
Waterways Authority of India IWAI)
and various Environmental Impact
Assessments were carried out and the
Parliament was appraised before the
Bills for declaration were processed.
What also comes out strikingly from
the passage of the Bill is the will and
confidence of the government to fulfil
the task. The Minister expressed that
once the existing five National
Waterways gains momentum, it will
“revolutionise” water transport in the

country.
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Inland Waterways a Tool for
Progress

As experienced globally, inland
waterways interlink three important
issues:

» Tool for industrial
development: The competitive edge
of key industries (steel, agro, oil &
minerals) on the global market
strongly relies on cost-effective
inbound and outbound shipments of
raw materials by waterways. A
positive chain effect is established that
can directly benefits non-waterway
regions through competitive pricing
of end products.

» Tool for economic growth: In
densely populated parts of India with
strong industry presence, inland
waterways will help keep goods
moving by avoiding a traffic gridlock
when economic growth leads to rising
freight volumes again. Investments in
waterways infrastructure will serve,
besides sustainable transport, regional
development and tourism. The
‘neighbourhood first” approach of the
government will get adequate boost by
developing India’s inland waterways.

» Tool for sustainable
development: Clearly inland
waterway transport will reduce
negative externalities. Investments in
waterways will serve biodiversity and
integrated water management.

Plans that enhance the
maximization of these three tools will
be important. The plan should aim at
removing the technical, operational
and administrative barriers. Central to



the development of the waterways in
India, which are spread in different
parts, is the aspirations of the people.
Therefore, the emphasis must be on
simultaneous development of all
waterways.

Clearly the social and
environmental benefits of inland
water transport are potentially high.
Reduced fuel consumption, reduced
global warming, cheaper goods and
services for customers, more fisheries
and wildlife, less accidents on road,
decongested highways, cheaper travel
opportunities for riverine
communities are some very
immediate benefits. Fishing can
become a viable livelihood option
again for the riverine communities.
Importantly, it will also force cities
and towns to reduce untreated sewage
into rivers as they will tend to decrease
the economic value of the river.

Inland water transport is also a
good project for regional cooperation,
both in the east and west of India. The
Indus river system offers great
potential for inland water transport
for the northern and north-western
states. Likewise, the Ganga system
offers for the northern and eastern
states and the Brahmaputra for the
eastern and north-eastern states.
Similarly, the waterways can form
partnerships among peninsular states
of India.

Conclusion

There are a wide range of benefits
provided by inland waterways. These
include creation of business
opportunities and jobs, and public
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benefits, such as recreation. Some of
the key benefits provided by inland
waterways may lie in those areas
which are currently not quantified
and valued, such as drainage and
community benefits including a sense
of civic pride. Further evidence on the
benefits of green transport
opportunities is also required as these
may prove to play a significant role in
reducing travel carbon emissions.
These are high on the government’s
agenda.

Thus it is important to conduct
further evaluation work in order to
provide more values and benefits for
a large number of people. How the
public perceive and value the benefits
of inland waterways will be important
and a valuable contribution to
peoples’ quality of life. The wider
value of inland waterways should be
fully appreciated so that important
benefits are not missed or that other
benefits provided by the waterways
network are not compromised.

The Bill declaring 111 national
waterways is a farsighted and bold
decision. However, the detailed
technical, economic and
environmental analysis in accordance
with the principles of integrated water
resources management should
continue including taking all stake
holders on board. The inland
waterways should be accorded the
same attention as given to the rail and
road. °

(The authoris a Fellow, IDSA, New
Delhi, a columnist and a leading
expert on water and rivers)
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Doubling the Farmer’s Income:
An Analysis of Policy Action Taken
by Modi Government

= Siddharth Singh

odi Government has taken a
w of measures to double
ers’ income by 2022. Samvad has
been established through several
farmer rallies by the PM himself and
the common theme has been the PM’s
“dream” to double the incomes of
farmers by 2022. According to the PM
himself, agriculture has to stand on
three pillars — paramparagat kheti

(traditional agriculture),
diversification into agro-forestry by
planting trees on the boundaries of
farmers’ fields, and encouraging
livestock and bee-keeping, duly
supported by food processing. These
pillars will reduce the risks in farming,
and augment farmers’ incomes. PM
Modi is working hard on his strategy
with programmes such as soil health

#Transformingindia

Saksham Kisan, Samriddh Bharat

Farmer Welfare and Agriculture Growth

Paramparagat Krishi Yojana

Scheme io promote Organiic
Farming for the first tima

L]
Blue revolution

Imtergrated Development and Manapement
af fisheries with an outlay of Rs, 300 crore;
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=
New Fertilizer Policy

Fertilizar production ramped up to ansuns

o shortage-full availability;
Unea production incréased from 172 LMT 1o
184 LMT durirsg Apr-Dec' 2015

U Kisan TV

Dedicated 24xT information in the hands of
farmer |weather updates, agri-mandi data elc.)

ﬁ‘ Soil Heath Card

Swasth Dhara, Khet Hara-
79 kakh soil health cards
distribated, tanget o disiribute
0 &l by March 2017
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Har Khet ko Paaani

Targeted completion of
irrigation projects and

Per drop, More Crop

Drip and Sprinkler irrigation

water development

cards and neem-coated urea to take
care of “mother earth’s” health;
giving more resources for irrigation
and using the MGNREGA for
recharging ground water through
check dams and farm ponds, thus,
getting more crop from every drop of
water.

The other paths to doubling farmer
incomes are like raising productivity
and diversification into high-value
agriculture as well as diversification
of farm employment into non-farm
activities. Raising productivity
requires massive investments in R&D,
irrigation and fertilisers. That brings
us to the possibility of doubling
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farmers’ incomes in nominal terms, by
letting price increases raise incomes.

A number of States specially which
are ruled by BJP led government in
states such as Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh have consistently registered
double-digit growths in their farm
sectors, even while others (especially
in the east ) have been laggards. PM
Modi’s agenda is to unshackle the
farmers from all constraints and he
has taken credible steps in this
direction. Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley in his 2016-17 Budget
speech had said that the Government
intends to spend Rs. 86,500 crore over
five years to complete 89 irrigation



projects (23 projects are to be
completed by March 2017). This will
bring eight million hectares of
agricultural land under irrigation.

The Modi Government also
proposes to use a large portion of the
allocated Rs. 38,500 crore for the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act for
building 5,00,000 ponds in rural areas
to conserve and store water. This will
insulate the farm sector from the
vagaries of nature.

Government has also taken a
number of steps to help farmer in
fetching good price for their produce.
This includes building of rural roads;
extending decentralised procurement
to all States; putting all centralised
procurement by the Food Corporation
of India on e-platform; setting up of
an e-national market integrating
close to 600 market yards for seamless
trading in any part of the country.

At present, large quantities of
agricultural produce, particularly
fruits and vegetables, valued at about
Rs. 100,000 crore, is wasted annually
due to the lack of proper storage,
refrigeration, handling and
transportation facilities. To prevent
this and help farmers improve their
income, the Modi Government has
permitted 100 per cent foreign direct
investment in food processing which
will give a boost to required
investment in cold chain
infrastructure.

To encourage farmers to derive
income from diversified sources, PM
Modi has proposed “three pillars’ for
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the farming community. The farmer
should allocate one-third of his
resources for the cultivation of crop,
one-third for growing timber tree on
fence (or rearing honey bee) and one-
third for animal husbandry/poultry
farming etc. The farmer may also go
for processed food such as selling
ghee (instead of milk) or pickles
(rather than mango) to fetch a better
price.

The Government has taken a step
further to protect the farmers in
extreme weather conditions. In times
of natural calamities, hailstorms,
unseasonal rains etc, the Government,
under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana, is committed to compensate
the farmers for crop loss for a
miniscule premium and arrange for
prompt release of compensation.

Under PMPBY, the Government
proposes to fully leverage technology
for loss determination. Smart phones
will be used to capture and upload
data of crop cutting to reduce the
delays in claim payment to farmers.
Remote sensing will be used to reduce
the number of crop -cutting
experiments.

The Modi Government has taken
all the right steps needed to back up
its commitment to double the farmers
income by 2022. Agriculture, being a
State subject, all States should now
come forward to extend their full
cooperation as real action has to
happen at the ground level. °

(Siddharth Singh is Research
Associate with SPMRF. His Email id
is sidd4india@gmail.com)
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An Analysis of the Performance of 2
States in the Implementation of Pradhan

Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)
= Devyani Bhushan

Executive Summary

radhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) was launched on 25th

December, 2000 by the then Prime Minister of India Atal Bihari Vajpayee
asa Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS). The then NDA Government conceived
PMGSY as part of a broader strategy of rural poverty reduction and
strengthening of rural livelihoods. This paper, analyses the less than
satisfactory performance of the Assam and West Bengal Governments in
implementing PMGSY.

The performance of the States is analysed on the parameters of - Number
of villages (habitations) provided connectivity by PMGSY roads, length of
PMGSY roads constructed, utilization of Central Government's grant in aid
by the States and the quality of the road assets created by the States. The paper
also compares the performance of Assam and West Bengal in the execution of
PMGSY with other similarly placed States like Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh
etc.

The paper concludes that both the States could have executed PMGSY ina
far more effective and efficient manner and could have utilised Central funds
in a better way to provide connectivity to a larger number of villages than
presently connected. The paper suggests some areas in which the execution of
PMGSY in the two states can be improved.

Context

Rural roads provide access to social and economic services like education
and health care as well as markets to the rural population and are an important
means of sustainable poverty reduction and creation of additional employment
opportunities in the rural areas.

Before 2000 India lacked a scheme which would focus on rural roads
and rural connectivity. Considering the fact that rural roads constitute
almost 75% of the total road network in India,' in 1999, the Central
Government, set up a committee under the chairmanship of Nitin Gadkari
(National Rural Road Development Committee), which suggested
introduction of a Centrally Sponsored rural road scheme, in which the
Central Government would provide the funds to the State Governments as
100% grant in aid to construct well engineered, good quality, all weather
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rural roads and bridges. The report of the committee was accepted by the
Central Government in 2000 and PMGSY was launched by the then Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on 25" December 2000. The scheme aimed at
providing connectivity to all eligible habitations with a population of 250
and above in 8 North Eastern States (Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim) and 3 Himalayan
States (Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand) as well
as to all eligible habitations with population of 500 and above in the rest of
the country.

From the start of PMGSY till 2015-16, the scheme was operated as a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme (CSS), where the Central Government provided all the funds
as100% grant in aid. From April 2015 onwards, the sharing pattern of this CSS
has been amended to 90:10 for 8 North Eastern and 3 Himalayan States (90%
being the share of Government of India) and 60:40 for the rest of the States
(60% being the share of Government of India). This change in the fund sharing
pattern was triggered by the acceptance of the recommendations made by the
committee of Chief Ministers, constituted in the NITI Aayog to recommend
rationalisation of Centrally sponsored schemes. >

During 15 years of the implementation of PMGSY, the performance of the
States has been variable. On the one hand are States like Punjab, Haryana,
Gujarat, Karnataka which would be completing substantial PMGSY works by
2017, on the other hand are States where these works may not even get
completed by March 2019 ( the present BJP led NDA Government has preponed
the completion target of PMGSY from 2022 to 2019)°. Prominent amongst the
laggard States are: - Assam, West Bengal, Bihar and Odisha.

Let us focus and critically analyse the performance of Assam and West
Bengal in PMGSY::-

1 X 24

PMGSY in West Bengal

PMGSY had visualized that by the end of 11" 5 Year Plan Period (2012), all
States will be able to connect all habitations with population of 1000 and above
with PMGSY Roads. In case of West Bengal, even in 2016, there are 1,327
habitations of 1000 + population which are yet to be provided PMGSY roads.
This indicates a far from satisfactory execution of the scheme. The table below
provides details of the eligible habitations in each population category, in West
Bengal and the number of habitations connected by PMGSY roads by the State
so far.
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Table 1: Habitation Connectivity Status in West Bengal*
Haltation Elimble unconnected Project cdeared for Habitations

category habitation as per connectivity to connected
PMGSY guidelines unconnected till date
habitatons

Table 1 above clearly indicates that West Bengal had to connect 18,641
habitations by constructing PMGSY roads. In the last 15 years of the
implementation of PMGSY, the State has been able to connect only 12,141
habitations. This means that West Bengal has the enormous task of still
connecting 6,500 habitations through PMGSY roads scheme.

The average execution capacity of the State is shown in the table below
(Table 2). This Table, based on the data of the last four years, shows that, on an
average the State has connected 1076 habitations every year through PMGSY
roads. At this rate, West Bengal will require a minimum period of an additional
6 years to connect all the remaining habitations. This fact has to be seen in the
context that most of the other States in the country would achieve 100%
PMGSY targets by 31* March 2019. (Budget Speech, FY 2016-17)

Table 2: Number of habitations connected year-wise and length
constructed year-wise (last 5 years for West Bengal).

MNos. of habitations Length completed

PMGSY also suffered from an acute under funding, during the last three
years of the United Progressive Alliance (UPA 2) Government. A fact which
was also underlined by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in his budget speech of
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2016-17.1t was only in 2014, with the coming to power of the BJP led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), that the significance of rural infrastructure,
particularly rural roads was realised and the annual financial allocations for
PMGSY were substantially increased.

The Table below (Table 3) clearly shows that in case of West Bengal, the
annual financial allocation of PMGSY registered a prominent jump from
around 400 crores every year (in 2011-12 and 2012-13) to more than 1000 crore
in 2014-15. The fact however remains that even with annual financial allocation
of the State getting more than doubled, the physical progress shown by West
Bengal in the PMGSY is not commensurate with the money allocated by the
Central Government.

Table 3: Expenditure incurred year-wise (last 5 years for West Bengal)

Expenditure during

he vear (Es. in Cr)

When PMGSY was launched by the NDA Government in December 2000 it
was visualised as a programme that would construct good quality all weather
roads in the rural areas. In fact with an elaborate three tier quality control
mechanism, in the programme, quality was supposed to be the hallmark of PMGSY
roads.” On this count also, West Bengal is lagging behind. The data on PMGSY
Programme Website (Omms.nic.in), shows that while in the entire country, on an
average 10% of “completed” PMGSY road works were found to be unsatisfactory,
the national average was 15% for “in progress” PMGSY road works.

In the case of West Bengal, for completed PMGSY road works, the
percentage range of works found unsatisfactory is 33% to 12%, based on the
data for the last 4 years. While for in progress PMGSY road works, the
percentage range of works found unsatisfactory is 29% to 11.75% (Table 4).
This clearly shows that in spite of spending huge amounts of Central
Government’s money, the State Government has failed to achieve the desired
levels of satisfactory quality in construction of PMGSY roads.
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Table 4: Quality grading of PMGSY roads as per National Quality
Monitors (NQM) reports for West Bengal

Unsatisfactory grading | Completed works On-going works

age by NQMs=

It would be worthwhile to compare the performance of West Bengal in
execution of PMGSY with other States which have similar problems and similar
quantum of work to be executed under PMGSY. The table below (Table 5), compares
the performance of West Bengal with the two NDA ruled States- Madhya Pradesh
and Chattisgarh .The Table shows Madhya Pradesh having completed more than
90% of the PMGSY road length sanctioned to it. West Bengal on the other hand
lags behind at 76.36% completion of the PMGSY road length sanctioned to it.

Table 5: Comparison of the progress under PMGSY in West Bengal and
Assam with nearby NDA rule States (Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh) and
other similarly placed States (Uttar Pradesh).

State Progress - %age length completed

out of sanctioned

PMGSY in Assam — a Dismal Picture

As discussed in the earlier part of this paper, most of the States would be
achieving their PMGSY targets by March 2019 and a few States would be
achieving these targets even earlier i.e. by 2017. But Assam presents a dismal
picture. Assam has a total of 12,205 eligible habitations to be connected under
PMGSY. In the last 15 years Assam has constructed PMGSY roads to connect
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7,689 habitations (Table 6). Hence even now, the State has an enormous task of
connecting 4516 habitations. It seems highly unlikely that the State would be
able to construct PMGSY roads to all these 4516 habitations by 2019. Table 7
below demonstrates that the average number of habitations connected by
Assam (based on the last 4 years data) is 299 habitations per year. At this rate
it would take Assam another 15 years to achieve PMGSY targets.

Table 6: The Status of Category-wise Habitation Connectivity

Hahbitation category Eli;ihll: pnconnected ]-"roiﬂ'ls cleared for Hahbitations

hahitation as per connectiviey o connected

PMGSY guidelines * | unconnected hahitations till date

Table 7: Number of habitations connected and length constructed (year-wise).

Year Nos, of habitations Length completed
connected during the year during the vear in Ems.

Table 8: Expenditure incurred year-wise (last 10 years for Assam).

Year Expenditure during the year (Rs. in Cr)

The following Table (Table 8) shows the ability of the State to utilize the
funds made available to it, on an annual basis, by the Central Government. On
an average Assam has absorbed Rs 440 crores of Central Fund every year. The
physical progress, in terms of road length constructed and number of
habitations provided with connectivity, alas has not at all kept pace with the
money utilized. This raises questions about whether Rs 440 crores given to the
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State, every year could have been more effectively utilized.

In terms of PMGSY roads constructed by the State, Assam remains a laggard
State, its performance is much below the national average. The following Table
(Table 9), would show that for completed PMGSY roads, the range of roads
found “unsatisfactory” by the National Quality Monitors, in the last 4 years in
the State is 7% to 36% (The national average being 10%). The same table also
shows that for “ongoing” PMGSY road work, the range of roads found
“unsatisfactory” is 185 to 33%. This fact raises two serious issues:-

» With better and effective supervision of all roads (which seems to be
lacking in the State), the quality of PMGSY roads in Assam could have
been improved.

» Large number of bad quality rural roads indicates that the money is being
misspent and the roads may not survive for their full designed life.

Table 9: Quality Grading of PMGSY roads as per
NQM reports, last 10 years for Assam

Unsatisfactory grading %age by NQMs

Table 10. below compares the performance of Assam, in execution of PMGSY
roads with States like West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh.

Table 10: Comparison with other States regarding the
progress under PMGSY.

State Progress - %oage length completed out of sanctioned

What has succeeded in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh

Both Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, being ruled by BJP Governments
for more than a decade, have shown substantial improvement in execution
capacity and contracting capacity. This has resulted in both the States having
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completed majority of the PMGSY roads sanctioned to them. This is one area
where TMC ruled West Bengal and Congress ruled Assam have lagged far behind.

Out of a total of 17,191road works covering 70,252.30 km of length sanctioned
to the State, Madhya Pradesh has completed 14,534 road works covering
64,130.46 km of road length till 29/02/2016.° Thus the State has achieved a
completion level of 91.29%. Similarly out of a total of 6825 road works covering
29,565.09 km of road length sanctioned Chhattisgarh has completed 6,082 road
works covering 25,824.90 km of length till 29/02/2016 (87.35% completion).

Both Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have also ensured durability and
quality of rural road assets under PMGSY by putting in place a robust quality
inspection and quality monitoring mechanism. This mechanism ensures that
100% of PMGSY roads are inspected, at least once and a maximum of three
times, during the course of construction. This mechanism ensures that whatever
defects or lapses are detected during these inspections can then be rectified by
the field engineers and contractors responsible for construction of PMGSY roads.

Both West Bengal and Assam can learn from the quality inspection and
monitoring mechanism being followed in Madhya Pradesh and Chattisgarh.

Major Weakness in Execution of PMGSY in West Bengal and Assam

The analysis attempted in this paper leads us to conclude that both in the
States of West Bengal and Assam, Central funds of PMGSY have not been fully
and efficiently utilized, consequently a large number of habitations in rural
areas have been deprived of good quality all weather roads, even after 15 years
of the execution of this programme.

Discussions with officials of the Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of India, in course of preparing this paper, and with National
Rural Roads Development Agency (NRRDA), have revealed that the specific
weaknesses in these two States are:-

»  Inability of the States to increase their fund absorption capacity vis-a-
vis the Central funds available for PMGSY

»  Limited fund absorption capacity of both the States is due to limited
number of field engineers and even more limited number of contractors
available (limited execution capacity and limited contracting capacity).
Both the States, have failed to fill up vacancies of field engineers, in the
departments executing PMGSY and have also failed to create new and
additional posts of engineers. Limited number of engineers has meant
low levels of field inspection and supervision, leading to slow pace of
work. Both the States have also not conducted any “Constructor
Outreach Programme”, to attract contracting agencies, with adequate
technical resources, into PMGSY execution. This has led to delay in
award of PMGSY works as well as delayed and slow execution.
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»  Inboth the States there are a few districts that suffer from problems of
ethnic and communal violence as well as extreme left wing violence and
disturbed law and order. So much so, that the State Government of West
Bengal in 3 districts of North 24 Parganas, Medinapur and Bankura has
entrusted PMGSY works to Central Public Sector Undertakings (National
Building Construction Corporation, and National Projects Construction
Corporation) in place of its own engineers and constructors.

Yet, if one were to compare the PMGSY performances of Assam and West
Bengal with the dynamic performance of the state of Chattisgarh- which faces
a much bigger challenge of Left wing extremism and terrorism - in
implementing the PMGSY, the obvious question is whether there was a lack of
political will and foresight among those who are steering both the governments
of West Bengal and Assam and have professed to have been working for the
upliftment of the marginalized especially in the rural areas. The facts clearly
shows that both the governments of Assam and West Bengal have non-
performed in a most basic area, that of laying rural roads - they have failed to
connect the unconnected.

(The author is a Research Scholar with interests in areas of policy, governance,
programme implementations, infrastructural issues and has written papers for and
has worked with a number of leading think tanks on various issues in these areas.
She is currently working on projects at SPMRF besides continuing with her writings
and research)
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“Government a Step Forward:
Union Financial Budget and Rural

Development”
= Dr. Parashram Jakappa Patil

Abstract

Government of India is keen to make positive changes in the rural sector of the
country. The present Union Budget shows government’s willingness and dedication
for the common citizen’s concern in remote parts of India. For rural development as
a whole Rs 87,765 crore including Rs 38,500 for MGNREGA has been allocated. The
Indian rural economy accounts for more than 40% of the entire national output and
an improved rural infrastructure will make impact on the overall economy. If the
rural economy is improved it would generates the benefits to farmers and other
constituents of rural sector in significant manner. Hence there is need to address
rural sector development in detailed. Present article is focusing on the contribution
of union financial budget 2016 on rural development. It is assessing impact of present

budget on overall Indian rural economy.

Key Words: Budget, Rural Sector, Impact, Development, Agriculture.

“Government a Step Forward:
Union Financial Budget and Rural
Development”

1. Introduction: The rural economy
which is the key driver of demand and
a support for the broader Indian
economy, has taken a knock from two
back-to-back seasons of patchy
monsoon rains. Rural India needed the
government’s immediate attention
and priority to provide additional
resources for its development. There
is need to make special effort for its
development, therefore budget is
always a necessary component while
making systematic planning of rural
sector. The Union Budget 2016 has
made provisions for rural India. A
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glance of these provisions and its
impact on overall Indian rural
economy shall be in order in the
present discussion. The article thus
focuses on the Union Budget and rural
development.

2. Need of Budget for Rural
Sector: Integrated development of
rural sector is one of the big tasks
before the Government of India. At
present the rural economy in India
and its subsequent productivity
growth is predicated to a large extent
upon the development of its 700-
million strong rural population. The
agricultural economy of India is
drawn according to the needs of rural
India since the majority of the



population lives in about 600,000
small villages. In India, agriculture
accounts for almost 19% of Indian
gross domestic products (GDP). Rural
economy in India is wholly
agriculture based and it is of
tremendous importance because it has
vital supply and demand links with
the other Indian industries. In Indian
socio-economic growth rural
economy plays a big role. Hence rural
sector development is imperative for
overall development of nation
because it is giving its direct input to
reduction of income inequality,
poverty reduction, inclusive
development, socio-economic
development, rural entrepreneurship
development and reduction of
migration etc. Providing additional
resources for rural sector development
will boost different sectors of rural
economy.

3. Budget Provision for Rural
Sector Development: The Union
Budget has made different
provisions for the rural sector which
is bound to have overall positive
impact on the rural economy. The
following are the provisions which
are worth noting.

(1) The total allocation for rural
sector is Rs 87,765/ - crores. There
will be Rs 2.87 lakh crores given
as Grant in Aid to Gram
Panchayats and Municipalities
(14th Finance Commission).

(2) Under the Deendayal Antyodaya
Mission every block which is
under drought and rural distress
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will be taken up as an intensive
block.

(3) Total sum of Rs 38,500/ - crores
has been allocated for
MGNREGS.

(4) Under the Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Rurban Mission 300
Rurban Clusters will be
developed.

(5) By 1st May, 2018 there will be
100% village electrification.

(6) District Level Committees under
Chairmanship of senior most
Lok Sabha MP from the district
for monitoring and
implementation of designated
Central Sector and Centrally
Sponsored Schemes.

(7) Priority allocation from Centrally
Sponsored Schemes to be made to
reward villages that have
become free from open
defecation.

(8) A new Digital Literacy Mission
Scheme for rural India to cover
around 6 crore additional
households within the next 3
years.

(9) National @ Land  Record
Modernization Programme has
been revamped. A new scheme
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan
has been proposed with
allocation of Rs 655 crore.

(10) Govt. has raised agriculture
spending to Rs 36,000 crore.

(11) Long-term irrigation fund under
NABARD (National Bank for



Agriculture and  Rural
Development), with an initial
corpus of Rs.20,000 crore.

(12) Rural credit got a boost, too, from
a target of Rs.8.5 trillion in 2015-
16 to Rs.9 trillion next year. And
to ease the burden of loan
repayment on drought-hit
farmers, the Budget has allocated
Rs.15,000 crore towards interest
subvention.

(13) Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana (PMKSY) is to be
implemented in mission mode
aiming to bring 28.5 lakh hectares
under irrigation.

(14) Programme for sustainable
management of ground water
resources with an estimated cost
of Rs 6,000 crore will be
implemented through 3
multilateral funding.

(15) Rs2,000/- model retail outlets of
Fertilizer companies will be
provided with soil and seed
testing facilities during the next
three years.

(16) Unified agricultural marketing e-
Platform to provide a common e-
market platform for wholesale
markets.

(17) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY) has been
increased to Rs 19,000 crore.

(18) To reduce the burden of loan
repayment on farmers, a
provision of Rs 15,000 crore has
been made in the BE 2016-17
towards interest subvention.
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(19) Prime Minister Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) Rs 5,500 crore.

(20) Rs 850 crore has been allotted for
4 dairy projects - Pashudhan
Sanjivani, Nakul Swasthya Patra,
E-Pashudhan Haat and National
Genomic Centre for Indigenous
Breeds.

Thus, many provisions have been
made in the present Budget generally
for rural sector development and
particularly for agricultural and
farmers welfare. This Budget has
given a major emphasis on different
segments of the rural economy.
Perhaps for the first time such an
emphasis and focus is being made on
the rural sector.

4. Impact of Budget on Rural
Sector: A tremendous enhancement
has been made in the Budget especially
on the rural sector development, on
agriculture, irrigation and farmers
welfare. It will make a positive impact
on the poor, small and marginal
group, and the poor farmers. By
providing more funds to MGNREGA
it will help create more employment
opportunities in rural part of India.
Improvement in infrastructure
development in rural India would
promote non-farm sector
development as well. Overall the
Union Budget 2016-17 will boost rural
sector development with an emphasis
on infrastructure and employment in
rural sector.

5. Conclusion: The rural sector is
one of the important pillars of Indian



economy which need to be address
very carefully. Including issues like (1
irrigation development, (2
conservation soil nutrients, (3
improvement in flow of credit, (4
agriculture marketing reforms, (5)
insurance cover (6) infrastructure
development (7) expansion of MSP
coverage, (8) livestock enterprises, (9)
modernizing land records, (10)
expansion of Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana, (12) Farm Research (11)
More fund to MGNREGA and (12)
value chain etc has the potential to
alter altogether the rural sector in
India. Indian rural economy accounts
for more than 40 per cent of the entire
national output and improved rural
infrastructure will make impact on the
whole overall economy. If the rural
economy is improved it would
generates the benefits to farmers and
other constituents of rural sector in
significant manner. This first Budget
which has given so much attention to
the rural sector, it generates hope that
a new paradigm shift will emerge in
India’s rural economy.

)
)
)
)
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POLICY ANALYSIS
Stand Up India:

A boost to promote entrepreneurship
among SC/ST and Women

b~ =
Luans between Rs. 1ﬂ lakh am:l upto Hs.mﬂ Iakh inclusive ufwnrkmg capital
Dehrt L‘ard (RuPay) fur drawal of working capltal

Bra:lrt hlstq:-n.r of hurmwer to be developed.
Ftailnan::a wlntluw through SIDBI with an initial amount of Rs.10,000 crore.

Eraatlun of a corpus of Rs. 5,000 crore for credit guarantee tl1rough HI:GTG

Pra loan training needs, lacllitatlng loan, factoring, marketing ato: for hurruwers

e T

Web Portal for online reglshahnn and support services.

The Scheme is intended to facilitate

odi Government recently
at least two such projects per bank

unched “Stand Up India
G-

cheme” to promote entrepreneurship
among SC/ST and Women
entrepreneurs. The “Start up India
Stand up India” initiative was
announced by the Prime Minister in
his address to the nation on 15th
August, 2015. The Stand up India
component is anchored by the
Department of Financial Services
(DFS) to encourage greenfield
enterprises by SC/ST and Women
entrepreneurs.
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branch, on an average one for each
category of entrepreneur. It is expected
to benefit atleast 2.5 lakh borrowers. The
expected date of reaching the target of
atleast 2.5 lakh approvals is 36 months
from the launch of the Scheme.

Salient points of the Stand Up
India Scheme are as follows:

» Refinance window through
Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) with an



initial amount of Rs. 10,000 crore.

POLICY ANALYSIS

7 years and between Rs. 10 lakh to Rs.
100 lakh for greenfield enterprises in

» Creation of a credit guarantee
mechanism through the the non farm sector set up by such SC,
National Credit Guarantee STandWomen borrowers.
Trustee Company (NCGTC). Theloan under the scheme would be
» Handholding support for appropriately secured and backed by a

borrowers both at the pre loan
stage and during operations.
This would include increasing
their familiarity with factoring
services, registration with
online platforms and e-market
places as well as sessions on best
practices and problem solving.

The scheme will focus on
handholding support for both SC/ST
and Women borrowers. The overall
intent of the new scheme is to leverage
the institutional credit structure to
reach out to these under-served
sectors of the population by
facilitating bank loans repayable up to

Stand Up India

W Lo between Rs. 10 lakhand

credit guarantee through a credit
guarantee scheme for which Department
of Financial Services would be the settler
and National Credit Guarantee Trustee
Company Ltd. (NCGTC) would be the
operating agency.

Margin money of the composite
loan would be up to 25%. Convergence
with state schemes is expected to
reduce the actual requirement of
margin money for a number of
borrowers. Over a period of time, itis
proposed that a credit history of the
borrower be built up through Credit
Bureaus. °

(SPMREF Desk)

NS =

| Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana {PHH - B

kh crore disbursed
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-
o
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BJP at 36

. Dr. Anirban Ganguly

n indicator of the relevance of a
Apolitical party is when it continues to
grow and widen its base and acceptability
and when it nurtures a democratic approach
and spirit right from the grassroots upward.
As the Bharatiya Janata Party entered its
36th year of existence on April 6, 2016
that indicator reflects a robust sign of
health and growth.

Through an unceasing process of
growth and struggle the BJP has today
registered a pan-Indian presence and
succeeded in attracting global attention
due to its wide reach and its capacity to
positively attract and enlist an ever-
growing number of members, especially
youth. While a number of other political
parties are shrinking in size or find it
difficult to attract new talent and energy,
the BJP continues to attract aspirational
India by putting before it a new vision in
which affirmative action for national
growth and empowerment has become the
inspiring mantra.

To be counted as the largest political
party in the world is no mean achievement
for a Party which, in a sense, began its
journey a little over 3 and a half decades
back when the space for an alternate
political narrative in India was shrinking
and its contour was at an all time minimum.
With 11 crore new members and with
governments in 12 states — either on its
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own or in a coalition — and with an
unprecedented representation countrywide
from the northeast to Kerala in local
bodies, the BJP has truly emerged as a
grassroots Party with a deep connect with
the soil and with a deep empathy with the
aspirations of the people of India.

Another sign that a political Party
continues to remain a vehicle of dynamism
is when it looks upon itself as a movement,
as a worker driven instrument, as a
continuum and not remain confined to the
dictates or directives of a particular
political dynasty. The BJP is a Party in
which its founding ideology and ideals
continue to play the dominant role and
which continues to see itself as a worker
and ideology driven Party. It is a Party
where thinking, where intellectual capital
and input is not only appreciated but is
actively encouraged. Workers across the
board have been exhorted to the develop
the capacity and strength of thought, of
articulation of ideas and of a deep study
of those thoughts that have defined the
Party as a mighty political flow in post
independent India’s political history.

Inspired by this flow of being a
workers’ movement, the BJP has recently
launched itself into a countrywide
movement of trying to retrieve historical
information on those workers and leaders
countrywide who have, through their



sacrifices and sweat, created the Party and
have led it to the position of eminence
and acceptability it occupies today.
Instead of singing the glories of a
particular dynasty or its members, the BJP
wishes to celebrate and commemorate the
countless leaders and workers who have
helped build its edifice across the
country. Such an approach to one’s
political legacy is hardly the order of the
day and even here the BJP remains the
exception by displaying a deep sense of
recognition for its most ordinary and
humble workers. BJP president Amit Shah
has continuously exhorted workers and
leaders to retrieve that past which saw a
ceaseless struggle for establishing the
alternate political path and ideal.

In order to maintain its vigour of
vision and of action, in order to be
considered as a serious vehicle for social
transformation, a political party must not
limit itself and its activities to
electioneering alone but must aim to be
constantly active in trying to work out
new agendas, new projects and new
missions. Here too BJP continues to
remain an exception, it is gradually
turning itself, unlike others, into a vehicle
for spearheading socially transformative
agendas, taking up as part of its
countrywide programmes challenges such
as saving the girl child, cleaning the
mighty mother Ganga and furthering the
fundamental objectives of Swachh Bharat.

Democracy and the democratic spirit
and approach is the very raison d’étre of
the BJP. In its earlier avatar it had stoutly
defended democracy and democratic rights
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when an intolerant Congress (I)
government under Indira Gandhi had
imposed the draconian emergency
displaying its fascist face and tendencies.
The BJP has, throughout its existence,
worked to strengthen the democratic spirit
and ethos of the people of this country. It
has demonstrated that commitment in its
emphasis on good governance where
Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself
reaches out the people and in a veritable
democratic spirit asks them to interact
with him by giving him their suggestions,
views and expectations.

In its own working the BJP has again
stood out, conducting organisational
elections from the state up to the national
level without a hitch or halt. Such an
achievement is also a sign of the health of
the Party, especially at a time when the
concept of internal democracy in political
parties in India has all but disappeared.

A fundamental criterion to judge a
political Party is whether it offers a vision
that is futuristic and aspirational, a vision
that seeks to turn India into a leading power,
the BJP’s vision of India’s greatness is
such a futuristic vision, a vision which
aspires to achieve self-reliance, respect
and a leading position for her on the global
stage. Indeed, the BJP is not only the Party
of India’s present but also of her future and
on that count it stands apart. It continues
to base and drive itself on Dr Syama
Prasad Mookerjee’s founding exhortation
to uphold Bharatiya sanskriti and maryada.
There has been no compromise. °

(Courtesy Times Blog, April 8, 2016)
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Kanhaiya Bail Judgement and

Lessons for JNU in Future
= Abhishek Pratap Singh

Abstract: The language of judgement granting bail to JINUSU president can

possibly set the tone in right direction for JNU in future.

ongoing controversy over the
e of Anti-national protests in
harlal Nehru University (JNU),
New Delhi on 9 February, 2016 seems
to be ending nowhere in future. In
addition, the incident which has been
a dominant subject of discussion and
analysis in public discourse, media,
civil society groups and political
leadership. It has also raised some
‘relevant questions” on the issue of
understanding nationalism, freedom
of expression and academic autonomy
atlarge. All these issues together hold
significance to our national
development and democratic model.

Meanwhile the grant of bail to
Jawaharlal Nehru University Students
Union (JNUSU) president Kanhaiya
Kumar, after being in custody for 18
days in Tihar jail, and the language of
judgement delivered holds key
significance for the JNU community in
future. Interestingly, some sections
which hailed the reading as half
victory reflect ‘poor sense of
judgement” about things which
necessitate serious introspection about
our thoughts, actions and its purpose.
It clearly states that the matter is at
‘nascent stage of investigation” and it

The
Nationalist

isa “kind of infection from which such
students are suffering which needs to
be controlled / cured before it becomes
an epidemic”.

Making sense for inculcating the
‘value of nationalism” judgement begins
by quoting some patriotic lines of the
song Mere Desh Ki Dharti and noted
that, “why this spring colour of peace is
eluding the prestigious Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)” and sought its
answer from its students, faculty
members and those managing the
affairs. Perhaps it was an ‘eyeopening
remark” for those who seem to have
been lost and have misunderstood the
‘meaning of nationalism” in the name
of freedom of expression and larger
academic autonomy. What purpose our
education will serve if we end up
breeding our minds with ‘anti India
sentiments’ rather motivating them
towards “solution of problems’ of our
very society.

The judgement while granting the
bail order expresses concern over, “the
nature of serious allegation against
him” and makes a point that, “As
President of Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students Union (JNUSU),
the petitioner was expected to be



responsible and accountable for any
anti- national event organised in the
campus”. The language is simple
enough to make an argument for
‘truthful discharge of duties’ for those
in administrations and in seeks from
them in future not to promote or be
part of or a sympathizer of anti-
national activities in campus.

Similarly, on the logic of exercising
‘freedom of expression” as provided by
our constitution, it notes very clearly
that, “they are enjoying this freedom
only because our borders are guarded
by our armed and military forces”. It
possibly throws a “strong lesson” for
those who have been engaged in such
activities in JNU campus in the name
of freedom of expression. Moreover, the
judgement also makes a very critical
point of our polity establishing balance
between rights and duties. It notes that,
“fundamental duties of every citizen
have been specified along with the fact
that rights and duties are two sides of
the same coin” and “can be subjected
to reasonable restrictions under Article
19(2) of our Constitution.”. Every right
has to be supplemented by duty and
this is how our constitutional model
based on rule of law and limited
government must be build upon.

An educational institution and its
atmosphere have much to do with the
ideological inclination of its faculty
and related staff. It might not be
always about quality of teaching
rather ‘subject of teaching” which may
possibly alter the basic purpose of
education. For example, a reading of
Tagore’s ‘critique of nationalism” will
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end up identifying it with war,
destruction and loss of humanity
while the “school of multiculturalism’
will seek to promote ‘nation building’
based on celebration of plurality and
diversity. Hence, a fine balance
between different opinions and
subjects must be allowed subject to
constitutional obligations.

We need to be careful in our
understanding of this “false narrative’
based on exercise of absolute freedom
and academic autonomy. To be credible
is more important than to be just
independent. We need to ‘first educate
and then empower’ rather than
adhering to the vice versa process
which has possible backfires. Hence, as
the judgement goes on it calls for the
‘guiding role’ and ‘remedial measures’
by the JNU faculty to set the right path
in order to avoid resurrection of such
incidents in future.

To conclude, in between all this, the
larger question which remains
unanswered is how the image of
university like JNU which has been
tarnished be restored and what lesson
we can impart for our future.
Democracy may not be perfect but it
allows constant process of course
correction. And every individual needs
to understand fundamental of republic
unity and must reflect upon it in his
thought, action and behavior. Perhaps
the judgement of court and its language
might set the tone for JNU in right
direction in future. Being a part of JNU
community I wish for this. °

Doctoral Candidate, Centre for
East Asian Studies, Jawaharalal
Nehru University, New Delhi.
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INDIR@NEW INITIATIVES

Ministry of Railways
Transforming Railways: India’s
First Semi-High Speed Train
“Gatimaan Express”

Launch of Gatimaan Express

ralds a New Era of High Speed Rail

el in India. India’s first semi-high speed
train christened as Gatimaan Express is
capable of running at a maximum speed of
160 KMPH. The train runs between H.
Nizammuddin station and Agra Cantt
station. The on board catering train is being
organized by the railway PSU namely
Indian Railways Catering and Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC). IRCTC has made
arrangement for deploying train hostesses
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also on board the train. This train is the
example of transformation in Indian
railway of improved catering and it also
has the options of different kinds of
cuisines. Another unique feature of this
train is free of cost on board entertainment.
Under this facility, passengers can view
various entertaining videos during travel
on their smart phone, tablets or laptops
even without internet connection through
WiFi. The coaches which are have been
used in the Gatimaan Express are new LHB



coaches turned out by the Rail Coach
Factory (RCF), at Kapurthala. These
coaches have been fitted with bio-toilets
and are fit to run at 160 kmph. These
coaches have also been fitted with
balanced draft gear couplers for a smooth
ride. The passenger amenities have been
enhanced by provision of soap dispenser
and auto genitors in the toilets of trains.
For making the coaches free of
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microburst, a system has also been fitted

in the compartments. The beautiful
sceneries have been pasted inside the
coaches for better aesthetics. The
exteriors of these coaches have also been
given a new look by a different colour
scheme. The flooring of the coaches has
been given marathon shine treatment for
cleaning which also gives the flooring a
bright and shiny look. °
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Ministry of HRD
‘India Rankings 2016’: India’s First
Ever Rankings of Indian Institutions

INDIA RAN
2016

ia Rankings 2016 is the country’s first
rcise to rank the higher educational
institutions in the country based on
objective, identifiable parameters. This
followed the launch of National
Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF)
by the Union Minister of Human Resource
Development Smt Smriti Zubin Irani.
One of the biggest challenges in the
higher education sector have been that
citizens who engage with these institutions
feel that there is no level playing field in
terms of transparency and the data that they
need from these institutions with regard
to the choices they, specially the students,
need to make. The Ministry of HRD has
been able to spearhead many a changes in
the field of education sector and slowly
and steadily the steps taken by the Ministry
are bearing fruits.
The
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INDIA RANKINGS 2016

Hall No. &, Vigyas Bharwas
dw Aprd, 2018

Such a ranking would also help in
reaching the benchmark of international
excellence. The rankings will also help
students to make informed choices about
the institutions they want to join.

The rankings are arrived at after
detailed analysis and validation of the data
submitted by more than 3,600 higher
educational institutions in the country
classified in 6 categories. These ranking
follow an Indian approach, where the
academic institute will be assessed on
parameters, including teaching-learning;
research; collaborative practice and
professional performance; graduate
outcomes; placements; outreach and
inclusive action and peer group perception.
Each of these has been further subdivided
into nearly 20
comprehensively assess an institution. @

sub criteria to
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in Rural

Electrification

116 Villages Electrified
during the Week (28" March-
03 April 2016) under DDUGJY

116 villages have been
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electrified across the country
during last week (from 28th
March to 03 April 2016) under
Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram
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Electrified Village(s) From 28-03-2016 To 03-04-2016 {

*5Some(y)  =Dizrieg(s)  =Village{s)

+ Arunachal Pradesh
e Aigam

+ Bihar

= Chinattisgarh

# jharkhand

& Madhya Pradesh
& Manipur

&= Odisha

&  Rajasthan

Jyoti Yojna (DDUGJY). Out of
these electrified villages, 11
villages fall in Arunachal
Pradesh, 27 in Assam, 4 in Bihar,
46 in Chhattisgarh, 12 in
Jharkhand, 4 in Madhya
Pradesh, 1 in Manipur, 6 in
Odisha and 5 in Rajasthan. The
progress of ongoing
electrification process can be
tracked on http://garv.gov.in/
dashboard

196 Villages Electrified
during the Week 21t March- 27
March 2016) under DDUGJY

196 villages have been
electrified across the country
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116 )

during last week (from 21st to
27th March 2016) under
Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram
Jyoti Yojna (DDUGJY). Out of
these electrified villages, 75 in
Assam, 22 in Arunachal Pradesh
, 22 in Bihar, 20 in
Chhattisgarh,16 in Odisha, 16 in
Jharkhand , 11 villages in Uttar
Pradesh, 9 in Madhya Pradesh,
4 in Manipur and 1 in Rajasthan.

Background on ongoing
rural electrification process

In view of Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi’s address to the
nation, on Independence Day,
the Government of India
decided to electrify the




Electrified Village(s) From 21-03-2016 To 27-03-2016 (

o Seate(s] = Destrici{e) = Village{z)

&= Arvnachal Pradesh
= Anzam

o= Eihar

5 Chhattisgarh

&= [harkhand

&= padhya Pradesh
= pAaAI LT

4= Odisha

= Rajasthan

== LUitar Pradesh

remaining 18,452 un-electrified
villages within 1000 days i.e. by
01st May, 2018. The project has
been taken on mission mode
and the  strategy for
electrification consists of
squeezing the implementation
schedule to 12 months and also
dividing village electrification
process in 12 Stage milestones
with defined timelines for
monitoring.

During 2015-16, 7,128 villages
have been electrified till date.
Out of remaining 10,890 villages,
7,357 villages are to be electrified
through grid, 3093 villages are to
be electrified through off- grid
where grid solutions are out of
reach due to geographical
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196 )

barriers and 440 villages are to be
electrified by State governments.
A total of 1654 villages were
electrified during April 2015 to
14th Aug 2015 and after the
mission initiative undertaken by
government once Prime Minister
Modi had articulated the resolve,
5474 additional villages have
been electrified from 15th
August 2015 upto 03rd April
2016. In order to expedite the
progress further, a close
monitoring is being done
through Gram Vidyut Abhiyanta
(GVA) and various actions are
also being taken on regular basis
like reviewing the progress on a
monthly basis and sharing of list
of villages etc. o
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INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMAGY

Modyi’s stimulus to India-Saudi
Arabia relation through Security &

Economic Paradigm
= Siddharth Singh

and Saudi Arabia are the two regional

ers who have nurtured their bilateral
relationship in the past through trade and
commerce, cultural exchanges and people
to people engagements. With the passage
of time, the two countries evolved their
engagements into a more nuanced and
diversified areas such as energy, migration,
trade and investment, security, defence,
counter terrorism and capacity building.
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The Saudi perception of India has also
undergone a change over the years with
Saudi Arabia realising the importance and
potential of India.

India-Saudi political relations
remained “‘tenuous” during the initial years
of the post-Cold War period due to the
Kashmir issue as Saudi Arabia supported
Pakistan on the Kashmir issue. In the recent
years, however, a shift has been perceived
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in Saudi Arabia’s approach towards India
and Pakistan, and particularly in relation
to the Kashmir issue. Today, Saudi Arabia
calls for resolving the difference on the
Kashmir issue bilaterally based on the
existing Shimla and Lahore agreements
confirms with New Delhi’s stand.

The new millennium came with a new
dawn in relationship with the signing of the
Riyadh declaration, termed the start of a
“new era of strategic partnership”. Close
analysis of India-Saudi partnership
assumes greater significant not only
because both countries are inspired to play
greater roles in contemporary regional and
International politics, but it goes beyond
that. Beside these, the commonalities
between the two in terms of huge
geographical size, large population, strong
economy, growing military power, and
most importantly ‘special relationship’
with the USA, provided a strong base for
the further enhancement of the strategic
partnership. From the Indian perspective
Saudi Arabia is crucial not only for the
energy security but for strong ties with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia also provides
India a unique platform for greater access
to other countries of the region.

India-Saudi economic relations have
shown remarkable growth, with bilateral
trade registering three-fold increase in the
last five years. Saudi Arabia today is India’s
4th largest trade partner and is a major
source of energy as India imports around
20% of its crude oil requirement. During
2015-16, India’s bilateral trade almost
reached USD 40 billion. Saudi Arabia is
the Sth largest market in the world for
Indian exports and is the destination to
approximately 4% of India’s global
exports. On the other hand, Saudi Arabia
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is the source of almost 6% of India’s global
imports. For Saudi Arabia, as per 2015 data,
India is the 5th largest market for its
exports, accounting for 8.9% of its global
exports. In terms of imports by Saudi
Arabia, India ranks at 7"place. Indian IT
companies are building capacity in Saudi
Arabia, including an all-women business
process operations centre run by TCS.

The 3 million plus strong Indian
community in Saudi Arabia is the largest
expatriate community in the Kingdom and is
the “most preferred community” due to their
expertise, sense of discipline, law abiding and
peace loving nature. The contribution made
by Indian community to the development of
Saudi Arabiais well acknowledged.

India and Saudi Arabia have developed
a close understanding on the need to
eradicate the menace of terrorism. Such
understanding has started to develop only
after the 9/11 attack. The counter-
terrorism cooperation has seen a steady
rise in the last one and half decade after 9/
11 in terms of regular exchange of
information and meetings between internal
and external security agencies of both
countries. The two sides have agreed to not
only enhance cooperation in exchange of
information relating to terrorist activities,
money laundering, narcotics, arms and
human trafficking, but also develop joint
strategies to combat these threats. In other
words Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy follow
the principle of looking beyond its
traditional allies and to build closer
relations with other countries, especially
with major Asian powers such as India on
the issue of tackling terrorism.

India needs a close interaction with the
Saudi academia, particularly religious
seminaries. Both countries need regular



INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMAGY

exchange of scholars, social activists and
develop a common media policy to
counter the linkages between religious
fundamentalism and extremism.

During PM Modi’s visit to Riyadh, India
and Saudi Arabia also agreed to enhance
cooperation so as to strengthen maritime
security in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean
regions which is vital for the security and
prosperity of both countries. Both countries
further agreed to promote bilateral
collaboration for humanitarian assistance
and evacuation in natural disasters and
conflict situations. PM Modi focused on
regional and international issues of mutual
interest, including the security situation in
West Asia, Middle East and South Asia, in
the light of common interest in the regional
and global peace, security and stability.

The list of important agreements which
were signed during PM Modi’s visit to
Riyadh are as follows:

1. Agreement on Labour Co-operation
between the Ministry of Labour of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Ministry
of External Affairs of the Republic of
India for Recruitment of General
Category Workers.

2. Technical Cooperation Program between
the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and
the Saudi Standards, Metrology and
Quality Organization (SASO).

3. Executive Program for Cooperation in
the Field of Handicrafts between the
Export Promotion Council for
Handicraft (EPCH) in the Republic of
India and Saudi Commission for
Tourism and National Heritage.

4. MoU between Financial Intelligence
Unit - India and the Financial
Intelligence Unit-Saudi Arabia
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concerning Cooperation in the
Exchange of Intelligence related to
Money Laundering, Terrorism
Financing and Related Crimes

5. Framework for Investment Promotion
Cooperation between Invest India and
the Saudi Arabian General Investment
Authority (SAGIA).

In conclusion, Partnership between
India and Saudi Arabia are getting stronger
and is expected to gain its momentum in
the years to come. The economic
complementarities are helping this
relationship to grow stronger. The official
visit of PM Narendra Modi to Saudi Arabia
was mainly aimed at strengthening the
economic and diplomatic ties between the
two sides. India and Saudi Arabia stands at
a threshold of significant gains out of this
partnership. It is the common interests and
the mutual desire that have been the main
driving force behind this partnership. Saudi
Arabia’s strategic location in the Middle
East and the political and economic power
that it leverages as the largest repository
of global oil reserves and the largest
supplier of global oil supplies makes it an
important partner for India. While India on
the other side has undergone significant
transformation and New Delhi is being
considered by many countries as the source
of stability and security in Asia and the
world at large. PM Modi’s visit will
certainly enable the partnership of both
countries to harness the vast potential of
bilateral relations, drawing upon
complementarities and each other’s
intrinsic strengths, and work together to
address regional and global challenges. ®

(Siddharth Singh is a Research

Scholar at the School of International
Studies (SIS) in JNU)
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Round table discussion organized by SPMRF on 1% April 2016
“Importance & Impact of The Real

Estate Bill: A Legislative Milestone of
the BJP Led NDA Government”

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation (SPMRF)

organized a talk on 1st April 2016 on
“Importance & Impact of The Real
Estate Bill: A Legislative Milestone of
the BJP Led NDA Government” by
Shri Anil Madhav Dave, Member of
Parliament, RajyaSabha& Chairman
of Select Committee on The Real
Estate (Regulation & Development)
Bill, 2015.
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Shri Anil Madhav Dave said that
The Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act 2016 will regulate
transactions between buyers and
promoters of real estate projects and
will set up state-level regulatory
authorities to oversee the sector. The
Act will regulate both commercial and
residential real estate projects and
applicable on above 500 Square
Meters and 8 Apartments.



He said that the new Act seeks to
set up Real Estate Regulatory
Authority (RERA) and Appellate
Tribunal in States and Union
Territories to oversee real estate
transactions. The Appellate Tribunal
will hear appeals from Authority and
Adjudicating Officer so as to clear the
grievances of consumers and cut short
the long pending cases.

He highlighted that the Act makes
registration of real estate projects and
real estate agents with the authority
mandatory. The Act mandates that
builders should disclose details of all
registered projects, including those
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about the promoter, project, layout
plan, land status, approvals,
agreements along with details of real
estate agents, contractors, architect,
structural engineer etc. All these
details should be uploaded on the
website of the RERAs. Real estate
agents also need to register with the
RERAs.

He also spoke on how the new act
will bring transparency and how it
will help in curbing the use of black
money because the new Act makes
it mandatory for the builders to park
70% of the amount collected from
buyers for a project in a separate



bank account. The Bill is expected to

boost consumer confidence as it is
expected to bring in transparency in
the sector.

He said that disclosure of “Carpet
Area” for sale will curb unfair trade
practices in the sector and will
ultimately help the consumers. The
Act aims at restoring confidence of
consumers in the real estate sector by
institutionalizing transparency and
accountability.

Shri Dave also spoke on how this
Act will help in promoting timely
execution of projects thereby
achieving the PM Modi’s vision of
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“Housing for All”.

The Roundtable discussion was
attended by Mr. Raj Liberhan, former
Director, India Habitat Centre &
member, SPMRF Advisory Council,
Mr. Dhanendra Kumar, Former
Secretary, Ministry of Culture and
Former Chairman, Competition
Commission of India, Mr.
P.P.Shrivastava, I.A.S. (retd), Former
Member, North-Eastern Council
(NEC), Professor B.B.Dutta, former
Member of Parliament and a number
of young scholars and professionals.®

(Report prepared by Siddharth
Singh, Research Associate, SPMRF)






“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural,
social, economic and political can be rendered
possible through coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of India's past glory and
greatness, her strength and weakness, it is they
who can place before their country a
programme of work, which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of India civilisation
will be adapted to the changing conditions of
the modern world."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943




