ISSN 2454-9401

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Research Foundation
SISk e

INfA GG DbIS G

Issue : May, 2016

Special Article

New Era of Financial Reform:
The Bankruptcy And Insolvency Code 2016

India seeking toredefine its relations with Iran



Education, Educational Institutions

L]

"..There was a time when political struggles between the peoples’
representatives and a foreign Government affected the peace and normal
activities of our schools and colleges. Today, after freedom, the situation has
undergone complete transformation. Whatever grievances one may have against
the Government of the day, - and in no country can there be a system of
administration which will be free from abuses or weaknesses, - the remedy does
not lie in merely appealing to the emotions and sentiments of the student
community. According to their age they will no doubt study the great problems
- economic and political - which are awaiting solution. Let them, by all means, be
conversant with the implications of these problems, according to their own
capacity and judgment. As adult voters, they will even exercise their franchise.
But in a free country teachers and students, as such, must not be used as pawns
in the game of party politics. They should be encouraged to devote their entire
energy to the great task of strengthening the foundations of the institutions, of
which they are members, and raising the standard and quality of their work. We
are living in age of intense competition t::-da}-' We can only hope to regain for
ourselves the position that we once occupied in this great land of ours, if we can
truly and correctly build and administer our educational institutions freed from
all narrowness and partisanship. The future of our country lies in our devising
and executing properly balanced scheme of national education which will
represent the highest traditions of our culture and civilisation and at the same
time absorb the best that the West can give...”

= Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, July 1950




The Nationalist CO nte nt

PM MODI'S VISION

» Salient points of PM Modi’s address at the International
Convention on Universal Message of Simhasth at Ujjain

» Salient points of PM Modi’s address at the launch of
‘Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana’ at Ballia, Uttar Pradesh

Shakti Sinha, IAS (Rtd)

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

SPECIAL ARTICLE

Dr. Shiv Shakti Bakshi » New Era of Financial Reform: The Bankruptcy And Insolvency
Code 2016 Bhupender Yadav

» India seeking to redefine its relations with Iran
Dr. Vijay Chauthaiwale Virendra Gupta

POLICY ANALYSIS

Dr. Dhananjay Singh » Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016: Promoting
Investments, Entrepreneurship & Ease of Doing Business
Siddharth Singh
» #Achhe Din: Initiatives taken by Modi Government for welfare of
farmers have started showing positive results

Siddharth Singh
» Increasing productivity of working in both Houses of
Parliament

Professor Santishree D.Pandit

NATIONAL AGENDA

Dr. Amit Singh » EMBRACE OF CIVILISATIONAL INDIA Anirban Ganguly
» Status of Skill Development Programmes under Ministry of
Skill Developmnt and Entrepreneurship

» Initiatives undertaken by the Ministry of Tourism in the recent
Amit Malviya past for development and promotion of Tourism

POLITICAL COMMENTARIES

» 781 € o fRAl & daa T e
» 50 anf SR BT IRe A A% ar=q
» Poverty — Its Dividends for the Congress Party’s Reigning
Siddharth Singh Family Ajay Thakur
b TG AT # Foid ofifl Ixcl REr= f&@Eah
Shivanand Dwivedi Ajit Jha » Political Paradigm of West Bengal: A Tryst with Dichotomy
Jay Prakash Majumdar

Pradip Bhandari  Shailendra Kumar Shukla

INDIA@POSITIVE

Shubhendu Anand

» Indian Railways: Setting new records....

» Foodgrains worth Rs 10,000 crore better targeted with
computerisation of PDS

Vikas Saini

INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY

» Prime Minister Modi’s Bodh Gaya Initiative: foreign policy of
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee multi-alignment & multi-engagement Dr. Anirban Ganguly
Research Foundation,

9, Ashoka Road New Delhi- 110001 PARTY PRESIDENT

E-mail : office@spmrf.org,

Telephone : 011-48005850 Y ARAR SFAT el & ISR oremer i SifAd 9E §RT BRdd B
TR, PrENDrS AR RRR @ Yol # Ry v daew & g fig



A Strong Foundation for BJP

Congress's Lack of Direction & Left's
Growing Irrelevance

ssembly elections results of 19th May are a
ecisive pointer to the cluelessness and lack of
ection of the Congress Party, especially under the
tutelage and control of its first "dynasty." With all
his melodrama, cheap pot-shots, tactics of stalling
Parliament and lending support to forces and
formations that called for India's destruction,
Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi could not pull
it off. In fact, the Congress's loss can only be attributed
to the maverick and jerky style of politics that its vice
president follows and especially to the support he
had lent to the anti-India forces that called for the
country's dismemberment.

Rahul Gandhi went out of his way to express
solidarity with lumpens who called for "Bharat ki
Barbadi" and spat on the vision of the "motherland"
while berating the emotions that express themselves
through a worship of the mother country. He
underestimated the galvanising power of nationalism
among the ordinary people, his action of defiant
support to the anti-India elements did not take into
account the emotions of the multitude who still feel
an innate and palpable identity with the vision,
concept and physical contours of India. The lumpens,
in whose support Rahul Gandhi galloped, are of course
nowhere to be seen now, having forsaken him to mourn
all by himself his most recent political debacle they
have receded, for the moment, into their ideological
burrows.

Ever since the summer of 2014, the Congress
under the Gandhi's has been misreading the public
mood. It had calculated that uncontrolled opposition
to a government which had won the largest mandate
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in three decades and in it to the leader, who had made that mandate possible,
would pay rich dividends and bring about a paralysis of governance that would
directly benefit the Congress. The Assembly election results of May 2016, two
years after the BJI” led Narendra Modi government came to power, have proved
the Congress wrong. As BJP president Amit Shah said, people want to see action
in terms of governance, delivery and performance and the present results have
actually inaugurated a new era of "performance based politics." Those who do
not perform, or do not allow others with a legitimate mandate to perform would,
themselves eventually perish politically. The Congress's fate this summer is a
reflection of that. The politics of aspiration cannot be arrested through petty
obstructionism goaded by the constricted aims of protecting an individual or a
family.

The results are also a stark and sharp reminder to the Congress leadership
that its future does not lie in being beholden to the "family" anymore and that
its eventual survival depends on respecting and nurturing a leadership that
grows through and is connected to the soil and roots of India, a leadership
which has a connect and bonding to the people and does not live in a false
paradise of its own making that is limited to the Lyutens zone of the national
capital.

For the BJP, the summer verdict of 2016, has established it as a pan-India party
and the dream of making an entry in the Northeast of India has been accomplished
with aplomb. Years of hard work, years of toil at the grassroots, often under the
most trying conditions, years of connecting with the people and struggling along
with them to highlight their issues in the region have finally yielded results. Those
who had written off Amit Shah after the Bihar elections, those pundits who had
revelled at the thought of his loss need to also now record that it was under Amit
Shah that the BJP finally won and decisively won Assam, a feat that instantly
turned it into a party that had now stamped its footprints across the whole of
Indjia, literally from Kanyakumari to Kashmir and from Somnath to Kamrup.

In West Bengal and Kerala the BJP has made inroads and after years of
struggle succeeded in registering its presence, this in itself is a first step and in
any case the BJP leadership was clear that in these two states the objective was
toregister a presence within the Assembly. That the BJP could make inroads in
these states despite the adverse circumstances - in Kerala, for example,
Communists goons repeatedly attacked and threatened BJP workers and
leaders - is itself a sign of its resilience and determination to stamp its symbol
all across the country. Both in West Bengal and in Kerala the BJP has ramped
up a vote share of over 10% as well.

The Communists in West Bengal have been shown the door, their
opportunism and political duplicity has been exposed and rejected by the
people. Its alliance with the "bourgeois" Congress smacked of revisionism and
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could not deliver anything respectable. West Bengal for all practical purposes
has rejected and banished the Communists for at least quite a while. In fact,
except for Kerala, the comrades have been made irrelevant nationally. Their
attempts to raise a bogey of "intolerance", "communalism", and "conflict"
through coteries of self-styled intellectuals and drum-beaters from across the
various lounges of the privileged Lyutens clubs made it oblivious to the real

pulse of India.

Neither the communists support for "Barbadi lumpens", neither their
demand for "privilege motions" when exposed in Parliament on their support
to these elements, neither their relentless propaganda against Prime Minister
Modi in the country and through international forums could propel them to
greater power. What is required, for them now is to engage in serious
introspection - ideology has definitely gone for a toss and cadres have been left
confused. For the cadres to see the communist parties in an opportunistic
alliance with the Congress in West Bengal and in a battle with the same party
in Kerala decimated any pretence of ideology based politics. The Communist
parties have actually emerged the masters of barter politics shorn of any
dialectical or ideological pretensions.

The Results have again made a course correction for national politics,
further marginalising the Congress, cornering the Left and pushing it towards
greater irrelevance while giving the BJP a stronger foundation, as Amit Shah
observed, "It has laid a strong foundation for victory in 2019."

— Dr. Anirban Ganguly,
Director, SPMRF
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Salient points of PM Modi’s address at
the International Convention on
Universal Message of Simhasth at Ujjain
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Salient points of PM Modi’s address at
the launch of ‘Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala

Yojana’ at Ballia, Uttar Pradesh
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New Era of Financial Reform:

The Bankruptcy And Insolvency
Code 2016

. Bhupender Yadav

ntly the Joint

ommittee, which
ealing with the
issue on the
Insolvencyand
Bankruptcy has
submitted on the
Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code
2015. This is important
becausethe biggest fear

genuinely expected from
the government, which is
constantly talking about
economic reform as its
one of the focus agenda
that there must be
provision for assurance
of getting the money
back when creditor has
valid reason  for
withdrawing the money

before starting
business in India is generally to deal
with multiple laws, specially in case,
if one realizes that the business
investment was the wrong choice then
one has to deal with the scattered
laws.Present government has realized
that ease of doing business is not only
about convenient entry into the
market, itis equally important to have
easy exit or restricting of the debt if
one realizes that there is less
probability to continue with the same
setup.

After submission of the Join
Parliamentary committee report, the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016
is before House. It will be important
to see what is expected from the Code
at the time when Indian market is
struggling to handle the issue of bad
debt and non repayment etc. It was
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from the investment
because such flexibility will encourage
investors to invest in Indian market
without fear of non-payment.

One of the most important reform
this Code is bringing while giving the
solution for everything relating to the
insolvency and bankruptcy under one
legislation. The Code is going to make
substantive changes in eleven
enactments and repeal few to avoid
any conflicting situation. There is also
provision to takeaway jurisdiction of
the civil court to ensure fast and
effective process in timely manner.
The Specialised adjudicating
authorities like NCLT and DRT are
going to be adjudicating authorities to
deal with special corporate issue in
effective and efficient way.

Code prescribes the time limit for
procedures at every stage to ensure the



result in 180 days but Code has also
taken care the force majeure and made
provision of one time extension of 90
days in certain circumstances. There
is also provision for fast track option
which is in the time limit of 90 days
with only one extension of 45 days if
necessary because in today’s fast
world, its not important that there is
law to ensure repayment of debt, it is
also important to ensure timely
repayment.

This is not all, to ensure effective
implementation of the procedure
prescribed under that Code, there is
provision for establishment of new
Board to deal with this specialized
matter because the strong Financial
Institutions have a major role in
sustainability of the economy of any
country which is going to be ensured
after enactment of the Insolvency and
BankruptcyCode in India.

Another unique feature of the code
is that it gives right to operational
creditorto initiate procedure and the
right is not limited to big creditors
only who can say that they want their
money back, the operationalcreditor
alsohave saying in the procedure.
Workmen and other employees have
priority as per this Code. This Code is
here to say that enough playing
around with scattered laws and living
a lavish life with unlimited debt, now
there is a limit of waiting for
repayment of debt. In short, either re-
structure, repay or windup.

One of the new and unique feature
of this Code is to establish an
Information Utility for collection of all
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authentic information at one place. It
is a new concept in India, which is
going to facilitate one to check the
information before investing and
consequently going to become an aid
to ensure one’s investment is secured.
Information Utility will collect, collate,
authenticate and disseminate
financial information to facilitate
insolvency, liquidation & bankruptcy.

The Code makes provision for the
creation of a class of professionals, who
will be specialized in dealing with such
matters and will be accessible to the
persons who need it because they will be
registered with the agency as ‘Insolvency
Resolution Professionals”, they are the
professionals, who will ensure an
efficient, effective and professional
handling of repayment of debt.

One of the most important
challenges before investors was to deal
with the situation where one has bad
debt in India but the property was
situated outside Indian jurisdiction. The
code has made provision to tackle issues
of cross border insolvency. If one cannot
replay their debt then the asset situated
outside Indian territory can also be
considered and used for repayment if the
Indian property is not sufficient. For this
purpose two provisions are included
but details may come in subsequent rules
as this issue requires cooperation of the
other country and detail procedures to
execute it. In short, creditors are secured
inIndia and the time has come for anew
economic era, where India is going to
attract investors more than ever.

(M.P. Rajya Sabha, Chairman, JPC
on Bankruptcy and Insolvency Code)
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India seeking to redefine its
relations with Iran

. Virendra Gupta

Iran has always been an
important player in the
volatile Middle East region.
In the past, despite
economic hardships, it has
sought to maintain an
aggressive posture in the
region. With a noticeable
thaw in its relations with
the United States and
lifting of US sanctions, its
confidence and activism is
bound to gather further traction.

Iran has the second largest
economy in the Middle East and our
economic interests there are fairly
obvious. It is also a part of our
extended neighbourhood and is
critical to the pursuit of our security
interests in Afghanistan and in
Central Asia. In the past, India and
Iran have supported the Northern
Alliance in Afghanistan against
Taliban. However, despite these
extensive linkages and presence of
strong historic and cultural relations
with Iran, there appears to be
misgivings in certain quarters that we
may have neglected Iran somewhat in
the last decade or so. There is a ‘new
Iran” in the offing and the Narendra
Modi government appears fully intent
on reversing that perception. India
has fielded a string of high level visits
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to Iran which would
culminate in Prime
Minister Modi’s visit
later this month and the
import of priority
attention being provided
by India to its
engagement with Iran
would not be lost on the
Iranian leadership.

Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
visited Iran last month (April 2016)
to have detailed discussions on a host
of projects in the energy sector which
is an area of priority concern in our
engagement with Iran. He flagged
India’s interest in the development of
Farzad-B gas field which was
discovered by ONGC Videsh led
consortium in 2008. It is estimated to
have reserves of 12.50 trillion cft of
gas which could last for three
decades. Because of sanctions, no
further work could be undertaken in
that field. Iran has kept this field out
of the auction basket and the chances
of India acquiring the rights to
commercially develop this field
appear bright. Minister Pradhan also
reiterated India’s commitment to
invest upto US$ 20 billion in
upstream projects in Iran. In that
context, he also visited the Chabahar



port Special Economic Zone and
requested allocation of suitable land
in the SEZ for those projects.

Iran was the second largest crude
oil supplier to India in 2008-09 with
our imports reaching nearly 450,000
bpd. We continued to import sizeable
quantities of oil from Iran even after
the imposition of comprehensive
sanctions by US in 2010, despite
American protestations, but it became
increasingly difficult to sustain those
levels and our imports came down to
half of the earlier offtake. With the
lifting of sanctions and aggressive
push by the government to ramp up
its engagement with Iran, our refiners
both in the public and private sectors
are getting ready for larger intake of
Iranian crude supplies and
indications are that our overall import
in the current year might well go
beyond the pre-sanctions level.

We are also interested in securing
long term supplies of gas from Iran at
competitive prices. Pricing issue no
doubt is a difficult one but should get
resolved in the near future. This was
one of the priority issues for Minister
Pradhan in Iran and he also had
preliminary discussions concerning
various options for evacuation of gas
to India. One of the ideas on the table
involves a 1400 km undersea gas
pipeline from Chabahar port to
Gujarat coast completely bypassing
Pakistan since proposals for routing of
oil/gas pipelines through Pakistan
have not been able to gather much
traction because of continuing security
and political difficulties.
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We have expressed interest in
taking up the development of
Chabahar port. Its strategic
significance lies in providing access to
Afghanistan and Central Asia and in
that sense it could well be regarded as
a counterpoint to the Chinese
involvement in the development of
Gwadar port in Pakistan. We have
already agreed to a concessional
funding of US $ 150m for
development of jetties and berths at
the port and would be prepared to
consider additional Line of Credit of
US$ 400m for a railway link between
Chabahar port and Zahedan. India
has simultaneously also expressed
interest in starting work on the
International North South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) which would
contribute to better connectivity in the
region.

Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj’s
visit to Iran within days of Pradhan’s
visit has definitely helped us to raise
the pitch for economic and
infrastructure projects at the political
level and to flag our interest in raising
the relations to a strategic level by
strengthening our cooperation in
counterterrorism and maritime
security areas. She was able to secure
an assurance from President Rouhani
that Iran was willing to be a “reliable
partner” for India’s energy needs.
Rouhani also spoke of Chabahar port
as a “defining partnership” between
India and Iran.

Having come under severe
economic stress during the sanctions,
the Iranian government appears keen



on a quick turnaround for which
foreign investment in the energy
sector would be critical. Indian
approaches in this regard may
therefore receive welcome and
favourable response in Tehran but we
would need to be prompt in decision
making at our end since there is bound
to be a lot of competition particularly
from the Chinese and European
companies.

Even though PM Manmohan Singh
visited Iran in 2012 to participate in
the NAM Summit, Modi’s trip would
constitute the first full-fledged
bilateral official visit after 15 years, the
last one having been undertaken
significantly by Vajpayee who is
regarded as a role model by Modi in
so far as pragmatic approach to
international affairs, bereft of
ideological constraints, is concerned.

A number of economic projects
lined up by India are expected to be
sealed during PM Modi’s visit. The
requisite groundwork for those has
already been undertaken by Ministers
Pradhan and Swaraj. Modi is also
expected to meet Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Khameini and that
should help in developing requisite
political understanding to take the
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relations forward and underscore the
strategic connect.

Most importantly, Modi’s visit
would serve to underscore India’s
desire to play a balancing role between
Saudi Arabia and Iran. We have
considerable strategic and economic
interests in both the countries and that
would require extremely tight rope
walking. The whole region is getting
rapidly engulfed in the sectarian Shia
- Sunni conflict and we must steer
clear of it, given the presence of a large
Shia and Sunni population in our own
country and also since involvement of
any kind in the sectarian conflict
would bring us face to face with the
emerging rivalry between USA and
Russia.

In line with Modi’s pragmatic
approach in foreign affairs, India’s
Iran outreach is significant and holds
potential. °

(Virendra Gupta retired from the
Indian Foreign Service recently after
having served as Indian
Ambassador in several countries
including South Africa. He also
founded and headed the Energy
Security Division in the MEA in
2007.)
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Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 2016:
Promoting Investments, Entrepreneurship &

Ease of Doing Business
e Siddharth Singh

‘ #Transformingindia |

‘Reform to Transform' the Economy
Parliament passes Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code

Features 5 BANKRUPTCY LAW

Time-bound settlement of insolvency

Faster turnaround of businesses

Disqualify anyone declared bankrupt from holding public office

Creation of Bankruptcy regulator

Benefits

Protect Workers security fund and wages as top priority

Database of serial defaulters .
© New class of Insolvency prufﬁ_siunals

Significantly improve ‘E'n;se of Doing Business'

Date : 12th May, 2016

iament passed the Insolvency India. India will now have a new
d Bankruptcy Code 2016 inthe bankruptcy law that will ensure time-

nd half of the Budget session bound settlement of insolvency,
which is a very vital reform that will ~enable faster turnaround of businesses
make it much easier to do businessin and create a database of serial
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defaulters. The new code is focused on
the creation of a complementary eco-
system including insolvency
professionals, information utilities
and a bankruptcy regulator. Along
with the proposed changes in India’s
two debt recovery and enforcement
laws, it will be critical in resolving

India’s bad debt problem.
The new code will replace existing
bankruptcy laws and cover

individuals, companies, limited
liability partnerships and partnership
firms. It will amend laws including the
Companies Act to become the
overarching legislation to deal with
corporate insolvency. It will also help
creditors recover loans faster. The
move is also expected to help India
move up from its current rank of 130
in the World Bank’s ease of doing
business index, since all reforms
undertaken by 31 May are
incorporated in the next ranking. On
the parameter of resolving insolvency,
India is ranked 136 among 189
countries. At present, it takes more
than four years to resolve a case of
bankruptcy in India, according to the
World Bank. The new code seeks to
reduce this time to less than a year.

The new act also proposes the
creation of a new class of insolvency
professionals that will specialize in
helping sick companies. It also
provides for creation of information
utilities that will collate all
information about debtors to prevent
serial defaulters from misusing the
system. The act proposes to set up the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of
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India to act as a regulator of these
utilities and professionals. It also
proposes to use the existing
infrastructure of National Company
Law tribunals and debt recovery
tribunals to address corporate
insolvency and individual insolvency,
respectively.

The bankruptcy code has
provisions to address cross-border
insolvency through bilateral
agreements with other countries. It
also proposes shorter, aggressive time
frames for every step in the insolvency
process—right from filing a
bankruptcy application to the time
available for filing claims and appeals
in the debt recovery tribunals,
National Company Law Tribunals and
courts.

Bankruptcy applications will now
have to be filed within three months;
earlier, it was six months.

To protect workers’ interests, the
code has provisions to ensure that the
money due to workers and employees
from the provident fund, the pension
fund and gratuity fund shouldn’t be
included in the estate of the bankrupt
company or individual. Further,
workers’ salaries for up to 24 months
will get first priority in case of
liquidation of assets of a company,
ahead of secured creditors.

There are also provisions in the
new act to disqualify anyone declared
bankrupt from holding public office,
thereby ensuring that politicians and
government officials cannot hold any
public office if declared bankrupt.



The main objective of the new law
is to promote entrepreneurship,
availability of credit, and balance the
interests of all stakeholders by
consolidating and amending the laws
relating to reorganization and
insolvency resolution of corporate
persons, partnership firms and
individuals in a time bound manner.

The law aims to consolidate the
laws relating to insolvency of
companies and limited liability
entities, unlimited liability
partnerships and individuals,
presently contained in a number of
legislations, into a single legislation.
Such consolidation will provide for a
greater clarity in law and facilitate the
application of consistent and coherent
provisions to different stakeholders
affected by business failure or inability
to pay debt.

The salient features of the law are
as follows:

» Clear, coherent and speedy
process for early identification
of financial distress and
resolution of companies and
limited liability entities if the
underlying business is found to
be viable.

» Two distinct processes for
resolution of individuals,
namely- “Fresh Start” and
“Insolvency Resolution”.

» Debt Recovery Tribunal and
National Company Law
Tribunal to act as Adjudicating
Authority and deal with the
cases related to insolvency,
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liquidation and bankruptcy
process in respect of
individuals and unlimited
partnership firms and in
respect of companies and
limited liabilities entities
respectively.

» Establishment of an Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India
to exercise regulatory oversight
over insolvency professionals,

insolvency  professional
agencies and information
utilities.

» Insolvency professionals would
handle the commercial aspects
of insolvency resolution
process. Insolvency
professional agencies will
develop professional

standards, code of ethics and be
the first level regulator for
insolvency professionals
members leading to
development of a competitive
industry for such professionals.

» Information utilities would
collect, collate, authenticate
and disseminate financial
information to be used in
insolvency, liquidation and
bankruptcy proceedings.

» Enabling provisions to deal
with cross border insolvency.

The essential idea of the new law
is that when a firm defaults on its
debt, control shifts from the
shareholders / promoters to a
Committee of Creditors, who have
180 days in which to evaluate



proposals from various players about
resuscitating the company or taking it
into liquidation. When decisions are
taken in a time-bound manner, there
is a greater chance that the firm can
be saved as a going concern, and the
productive resources of the economy
(the labour and the capital) can be put
to the best use. This is in complete
departure with the experience under
the SICA regime where there were
delays leading to destruction of the
value of the firm.

The vision of the new law is to
encourage entrepreneurship and
innovation. Some business ventures
will always fail, but they will be
handled rapidly and swiftly.
Entrepreneurs and lenders will be able
to move on, instead of being bogged
down with decisions taken in the past.

A key innovation of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code is

four pillars of institutional
infrastructure.
» The first pillar of institutional

infrastructure is a class of
regulated persons, the
‘Insolvency Professionals’.
They would play a key role in
the efficient working of the
bankruptcy process. They
would be regulated by
‘Insolvency  Professional
Agencies’.

The second pillar of
institutional infrastructure is a
new industry of ‘Information
Utilities”. These would store
facts aboutlenders and terms of
lending in electronic databases.
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This would eliminate delays
and disputes about facts when
default does take place.

The third pillar of institutional
infrastructure is in adjudication.
The NCLT will be the forum
where firm insolvency will be
heard and DRTs will be the
forum where individual
insolvencies will be heard. These
institutions, along with their
Appellate bodies, viz., NCLAT
and DRATs will be adequately
strengthened so as to achieve
world class functioning of the
bankruptcy process.

The fourth pillar of institutional
infrastructure is a regulator
viz., ‘The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India’.
This body will have regulatory
over-sight over the Insolvency
Professional, Insolvency
Professional agencies and
information utilities.

Conclusion: The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code is thus a
comprehensive and systemic reform,
which will give a quantum leap to the
functioning of the credit market. It
would take India from among
relatively weak insolvency regimes to
becoming one of the world’s best
insolvency regimes. It lays the
foundations for the development of
the corporate bond market, which
would finance the infrastructure
projects of the future. The passing of
this Code and implementation of the
same will give a big boost to ease of
doing business in India. °
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#Achhe Din: Initiatives taken by Modi
Government for welfare of farmers have

started showing positive results
e Siddharth Singh

iatives taken by the Central investment in the field of irrigation on
ernment for the welfare of farmers  water conservation and regional level
¢ started showing positive results. along with the management concerned.
Government has launched a number of Under an assured irrigation scheme,
programmes for the welfare of the farmers  emphasis is being laid on cultivable land,
since May 2014
which resulted in

positive changes in MODI GOVT'SWORK IS

the lives of farmers.

Some of _the ON WAR FOOTING
ighlights of schemes -

in this respect are as [|& -

follows: e

Pradhan Mantri EatilMal= 1Ry, ert:{s)

LRV L BN 4 75 Crore Soil Health Cards made in 2 years.

Yojana: # 9.25 Crore Soil Health Cards to be distributed this year.
It was launched to

provide relief to the

farmers due to poor

monsoon. Unde.r this g Maximum premium 2% for Kharif and 1.5 % for Rabi . Lowest

scheme emphasis are | EENEECE TR T )

being put on “water to

RSP PRADHAN MANTRI KRISHI SINCHAYEE YOJNA

(1 IS TR O\ Al teY -~ 0.7 lakh hectare area brought under irrigation in 2 years.
G R el geg - Target to bring 7 lakh hectare area under irrigation this year.

] NATIONAL AGRICULTURE MARKET

every farmer along
with enhancement
of water conservation
s k 1 1 1 .
The Government of Hafatia REINNe{ol 0N T L3 0]}

LGERENI NGB - Protection of indigenous cattle breeds.
commitment {0} » Added source of income for farmers created.
encourage

PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJNA

#Full protection of crop ensured.

# Farmers will get maximum price for their produce.
# Income of farmers will go up and middlemen
will be eliminated.
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Soil Testing Labs

Sanction of Soil Test Labs 12 times more than in the two years of
previous Government.

Employment potential for 30,000 samplers, 10,000 technicians
created.

Training Modules developed for soil samplers, Lab Assistant and
Lab Analyst by Agriculture Skill Council of India (ASCI)

101

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

Soil Tes

g Labs Sanctioned (in N

improvement in the skill of water
conservation on the field, precision
irrigation encouragement to the
sophisticated technology to save water, to
enhance the potentiality of aquifer, to use
the waste water of Municipal Corporation
etc., through this process irrigation
projects are being promoted through
private investment.

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana:

To promote bio-farming in the country,
NDA Government launched an initiative in
2015. According to the scheme, the
farmers are being encouraged to adopt
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bio-farming by making clusters in the
country. To be benefited from this scheme
at least a cluster of 50 farmers is required
along with an area of land with 50 acres.
Under this scheme, every farmer is
provided Rs. 20,000/- per acre for the span
of three years. Farmers are utilizing this
amount for the purchase of bio-seeds,
harvesting and to transport the agricultural
products to the local market.

Soil Health Card Scheme:
Government also had initiated Soil

Health Card scheme to provide farmers
Soil Health Card in a mission mode. This



card contains the knowhow of the new
trend in the soil and accordingly the
required quantity of fertilizers. Through
that farmers will be capable enough to
obtain more products on their farms.
Through this card, the farmers will know
the fertility of their fields. The expert will
sort out the problem concerned with soil.
Though these cards farmers will also
monitor the change of quality related to
the soil after prolong use of the farms in
the agriculture process and they will
benefit from the soil card to maintain the
health of the soil.

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna:

Government of India had also launched
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojna to
provide relief to the farmers inflicted with
the loss of crop damage. This is truly a
farmer welfare scheme. Under this
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scheme, the burden of premium has been
reduced and their cases are being sorted
out expeditiously. Apart from the losses
inflicted by crop damage, the provision has
been made with this scheme to relieve the
farmers from the losses in the aftermath
of harvesting. This scheme provides
assessment of local calamities along with
a list on unseasonal rain form, land slide
and floods. Under this scheme the farmers
are supposed to pay 2% for Kharif and
1.5% for Rabi. Rest of the premium will
be deposited by the Government. The
Government has not prescribed any extent
for subsidy. The remaining premium is
90% that will be paid by the Government.
Under this scheme, remote sensing, smart
phone and drone use is mandatory for the
expeditious assessment of the crop
damage.

Soil Health&Management
Soil Health Card

Rs. 453.85

crores
released to the

states in last 2 years

as against Rs. 36.23
crores during 2012-13
and 2013-14
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National Agriculture Market (e-
NAM):_

National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)
1s all India electronic trading portal which
aims at forming a unified national market
for agricultural products by making a
network for the markets related to the
existing Agricultural Product Marketing
Committee (APMC). The government
made up its mind to develop a National
Agriculture Market so as to transport the
agricultural product from one market to
another in a smooth way, to save the
producers from a number of market duties
and to provide agricultural product to the
consumers on a fair price. By September,
2016 e-NAM will cover more than 200
agricultural market and by March, 2018
such methodology will be developed for
585 markets which will facilitate the
transportation of agricultural products to
the market. At present the farmers sell out
their products through the Mandis or Bazar
Committees which levy a number of duties
on their products. Now, there will be only
one license for the whole State and duty
will be levied only on one point. Electronic
auction will be conducted to know about
the prices. It will facilitate the way to
convert the whole state to one market.
Farmers will obtain more alternative to
sell out their products. The transparency
will be increased due to online platform
and farmers will get better return.

The digital technology is facilitating
the linking with the others and the sharing
of our thoughts on different points. PM
Modi has also shown his keenness in
imparting the benefits of digital India on
farmers for which a virtual platform is
being prepared as National Agriculture
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Market. Simultaneously a provision has
been made for soil testing laboratories in
the vicinity of selected mandis which will
facilitate the farmers for soil testing.

India emergence campaign through
village emergence:

Government of India has launched a
campaign named as India’s emergence
through the emergence of villages so as
to improve the means of livelihood
amongst the rural, to accelerate rural
development process to strengthen
Panchayati Raj across the country to
establish social equality to create
awareness about the agricultural
schemes.

My Village My Pride:_

A new scheme has been initiated by
the Modi Government to provide the
methodology of scientific farming and a
new technology to every village. For this
purpose, all experts working in
agricultural universities and ICAR
Institutes spreads all over the country
have been invited. Under this Scheme,
20,000 agriculture scientists have been
engaged to adopt a village and spread the
awareness on the need to adopt ways of
sophisticated scientific farming and their
implementation. 78 scientist of NRRI
are in touch with farmers after having
selected almost 92 villages. They are
providing multi-dimensional information
and sophisticated benefits to the farmers
within a prescribed time frame. °

(Siddharth Singh is Research
Scholar in Jawaharlal Nehru
University. His Email ID is

sidd4india@gmail.com Twitter:
@Sid4india)
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Increasing productivity of working
in both Houses of Parliament

he Government’s persistent

outreach to opposition and other
parties resulted in better functioning
of Parliament despite heat generated
on some issues. Government did reach
out to the opposition and other parties
“through sustained coordination,
communication and cooperation”on
various issues.

If we see an account of the efforts
made by the Government towards
legislation and functioning of
Parliament over the last two years,
then the number of sittings of both the
Houses and Bills passed by the Lower
House have improved during this
period. Lok Sabha held 75 sittings and
passed 48 Bills per year as against 70
sittings and 45 Bills per year during
2004-14. Rajya Sabha held 71 sittings
and passed over 41 Bills per year as
against 67 sittings and 45 Bills per year
during 2004-14 as per the official
records. In total, Lok Sabha has passed
96 Bills and Rajya Sabha cleared 83
Bills during the last two years of Modi
Government.

Out of the 8 sessions of the 16" Lok
Sabha so far, productivity of the House
(working hours as against available
time) has been more than 100% in
respect of six sessions. Productivity of
Rajya Sabha has been more than 100%
in respect of 2 sessions and over 80%
in case of another three sessions
during the last two years.
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Regarding the current Budget
session that concluded recently, the
session has been by and large
productive and fruitful despite the
heat generated on some issues of
wider implications. Despite
contentious issues being raised in the
Parliament, legislative work is being
transacted. Lok Sabha did not witness
even a single forced adjournment due
to interruptions during this budget
session and disruptions declining in
the Rajya Sabha over the last two
sessions. Lok Sabha worked for 14
hours 32 minutes beyond scheduled
hours, amounting to more than two
sittings, resulting in early completion
of legislative work. The productivity
of Lok Sabha during this Session has
been 117.58 % and that of Rajya Sabha
at86.68%. Ten Bills were passed in Lok
Sabha and 12 in Rajya Sabha.

Major Bills passed during this
Session included -The Finance Bill and
the Railways Appropriation Bill, the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, The
Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Bill, the Industries
(Development and Regulation) Bill and
the Anti-Hijacking Bill, passed by both
the Houses and the Compensatory
Afforestation Bill, passed by Lok
Sabha.44 Bills are pending in Rajya
Sabha for consideration and passing
while itis 11 in case of Lok Sabha.

(SPMREF Desk)



NATIONAL AGENDA

EMBRACE OF CIVILISATIONAL INDIA

. Anirban Ganguly

French philosophe Voltaire was
convinced that all knowledge
came to the West from India and yet
he lamented how badly the Western
nations treated the civilisations and
people of the East in their quest for
gold and glory. “Nous avons montré”
(we have shown) wrote Voltaire,
“combien nous le surpassons en

méchanceté, et combien nous leur
sommes inferieurs en sagesse”, (how
superior we are to them, ie Indians, in
wickedness and how inferior we are
to them in wisdom). Voltaire’s views,
in his time and later, were also echoed
by anumber of Western thinkers, who
looked to India for the light of
knowledge and liberation especially




from ignorance and a mode of living
that had increasingly begun to lose its
balance and cohesion. This reference
to the innate Bharatiya wisdom
sagesse that Voltaire made, was
palpably felt as one neared Ujjain and
the centre of the ongoing Kumbh, the
river Kshipra, in Madhya Pradesh.

As one walked in the night
throughout the Kumbha Kshetra and
mingled and got lost in the
circumambulating surge of pilgrims
from far and wide one felt that
intense impulse of devotion, of an
inner quest that has defined India’s
civilisational march over the
millennia and expressed through the
urge for a holy dip in the divine waters
of the sacred river, in their thirst to
listen with rapt attention to the
discourse of the gathered saints and
sages and in their aspiration to wash
away negativities and emerge

cleansed to face anew the challenges
of life.

Dharma, that indescribable and
untranslatable word, defined their
actions on such occasions. One saw
India in a microcosm in this region
during these days no irritation, no
intolerance, no disregard for nature,
no impatience was visible in the
thronging multitude as people moved
around. It was a sight that the
certified intellectual, infatuated with
deconstructionism, would find hard to
comprehend leave, alone describe or
analyse. For minds that are
irretrievably afflicted with the attitude
of ‘repudiation’ this would be a hard
sight to absorb.
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For thousands of years, intuitively
and at times with the help of the
seasons and the almanac, throngs of
people have moved across India,
unceasingly and unfailingly to take a
holy dip in different parts of the
continent on different occasion, not
only delineating a cultural and
spiritual unity but also breathing fresh
energy into the civilisational flow of
which they were an integral and
inseparable part.

Sri Aurobindo observed in his
essays on Indian culture, the religious
life of the people in India “was more
intense than that of any other country;
they drank in with remarkable facility
the thoughts of the philosophers and
the influence of the saints... they were
taught by the Sannyasins and sang the
songs of the Bhaktas and the bauls...”
Or as KV Rangaswami Aiyangar
wrote in his masterly introduction to
theTirthavivecana-kanda, a discussion
on the tirthas and their undertakings
in the eighth part of Bhatta
Lakshmidhara’s Krytakalpataru,
“Where political ambitions united or
divided the country, pilgrimage
wrought a unity based on religion, and
a faith in certain eternal verities. Long
before wise statesmanship attempted
or accomplished Indian unification,
Akhand Hindusthan had sprung from
the wandering of pilgrims.”

One saw that ‘Akhand
Hindusthan’, unsullied by ‘isms’,
unaffected by deconstructionism or
repudiation, unconcerned with what
the ‘educated” thought of such an
inexplicable behaviour of trudging



miles to bathe in a river at a particular
time and on a certain day. One saw
how the people ‘drank with
remarkable facility” the thought of the
saints during the sessions
of kathas that were held throughout
the day atregular intervals. The inane
and insipid debates of urban India; the
ludicrous assertions by some — of an
India in conflict; the false spectres of
intolerance; and the imbecile and
perfidious arguments often thrown up
by certified ‘degree holders’, seemed
far away, as if in a haze with no link
to the roots in the soil on which the
pilgrims trudged. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was right when he
said, referring to this unique
congregation, that every day a
population as large as a small
European country comes and takes
the holy dip and that its organisation
and paraphernalia is worth several
case studies by leading universities of
the world. But then, most in the West,
with notable exceptions, who study
India, are so obsessed with trying to
deconstruct her that they have no
inclination to do so, or deliberately
ignore those activities that articulate
and affirm civilisational India.

One of the defining features of this
Simhastha Kumbh in Ujjain was the
International Vichar Mahakumbh —
Vaicharik Kumbh — which saw the
convergence of saints, mathadipathis,
intellectuals, scholars, public
personalities and citizens from across
India and the world. Much as in the
yore when gatherings of the Kumbh
threw up new ideas, new positions and
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radiated a message of action across
most of the continent, the Vichar
Mahakumbh also had, as its objective,
the proclamation of a “Universal
Message of Simhastha 2016’.

Both RSS Sarsanghchalak Mohan
Bhagwat in his inaugural address and
Prime Minister Modi in his
valedictory address stressed on the
uniqueness of the Kumbh, which in
the past, held among its many
activities, sessions of intellectual
churning where new ideas, fresh
directions were given to society. In
fact, Prime Minister Modi made a very
interesting analogy when he pointed
out how a mega Kumbh took place
every 12 years while in the interim, at
the interval of every three
years, ardha-Kumbhs took place at
various locations across the country.
These mini-Kumbhs, he pointed out,
were a mechanism of making a mid-
term appraisal of the progress of the
resolves made during the Maha
Kumbh. He called upon all the
gathered spiritual leaders to organise
every year a week-long ‘vichar
kumbh’ in their respective areas and
organisations so that the intellectual
churning for the betterment of society
is kept alive.

Themes like climate change,
women empowerment, sustainable
consumption, Dharma-inspired living,
sanitation, value education,
challenges of global warming, water
scarcity, agriculture, health of rivers
were deliberated upon. The 51 point
Declaration released at the end of the
deliberations in the presence of Prime



Minister Modi, Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena and a host of
other leaders and intellectuals from
India’s neighbourhood and beyond
covered almost all aspects with which
the global community is currently
grappling. It was a holistic document
exuding an integral vision that calls
upon the world community to join

NATIONAL AGENDA

hands.

As Prime Minister Modi said,
“What is happening here is the birth
of a new effort, a modern edition of
what would happen in the
yesteryears, 51 elixir points of this
Simhastha declaration, will start a
new discourse not only in India but
around the world.” °

The
Nationalist

29




NATIONAL AGENDA

Status of Skill Development Programmes
under Ministry of Skill Developmnt and
Entrepreneurship

ional Policy for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, 2015 targets
skill /reskill about 40 crore persons by 2022 in the country. The Central
ernment has launched over 40 skill development schemes which is being
implemented by Ministries/Departments to achieve these targets. These
schemes on one hand seek to cater to demands for skilled manpower and on
the other hand attempt to reduce skill gaps quantitatively. The Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has taken several steps to
enhance the quality in skill development which are as under:

» The National Policy for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 2015
provides an umbrella framework to all skilling activities including skill
development scheme/programme being carried out within the country.

» National Skill Development Mission which seeks to converge, coordinate,
implement and monitor skilling activities on a pan-India basis;

» Common Norms for all skill development programmes across Central
Ministries/Departments.

LEARN * PERFORM = EARN
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» There are Sector Skill Councils (SSCs) which assess skill needs of various
job roles in a particular sector in consultation with the industry and
develop job specific standards called Qualification Packs - National
Occupational Standards (QP-NOS).

» National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF) to organize
qualifications according to series of level of knowledge, skills and
aptitude.

» Strategic partnerships have also been undertaken between MSDE and
other Ministries/ Departments in the Central Government, to collaborate
on scaling up skill training activities in specific sectors and leveraging
existing infrastructure.

» MSDE has also signed MoUs with Germany, UK, China and Australia,
to scale up apprenticeships support, training of trainees, curriculum
development, ensure benchmarking of standards and create Centres of
Excellence in skill training across the country.

Progress in Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a flagship skill
development scheme of Government of India. The scheme is being implemented
by National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). As on 25™ April, 2016, a
total of 17.58 lakh candidates have been trained and 5.77 lakh have been
certified and 81978 placed under PMKVY.

A State/UT wise list of candidates enrolled, trained and certified is given

is:

\3
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Initiatives undertaken by the Ministry
of Tourism in the recent past for
development and promotion of Tourism

total of 70,045 tourists arrived in

India in April 2016 on e-Tourist
Visa‘as compared to 19,139 during the
month of April 2015 registering a
growth of 266%. Commencing from
27th November 2014 e-Tourist Visa
facility was available until 25th
February 2016 for citizens of 113
countries arriving at 16 Airports in
India. The Government of India has
extended this scheme for citizens of 37
more countries w.e.f 26th February
2016 taking the tally to 150 countries.

Initiatives undertaken by the
Ministry of Tourism in the recent past
for development and promotion of
tourism and attract more tourists in
the country are as below:

» Introduction of facility of e-
Tourist Visa for the citizens of
150 countries at 16 airports
including extension of Visa on
Arrival facility to the nationals
of Japan.

» Launch of 24x7 Toll Free Multi-
Lingual Tourist Info Line
handling ten international
languages besides Hindi and
English.

» The Ministry of Tourism has
launched “Welcome Booklet’
with information on Dos and
Don’ts for tourists, contact
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details of India Tourism
domestic offices and Tourist
Helpline  Number  for
distribution at immigration
counters to tourists arriving at
international airports.

Launch of Swachh Paryatan
App.

Promotion of India as a holistic
destination in the international
markets under the Incredible
India brand-line.

Organization of biennial
International Buddhist
Conclave.

Organization of Annual
International Tourism Mart for
promotion of tourism in North
Eastern States.

Promotion of activities in
tourist generating markets
overseas through the India
Tourism Offices abroad with
active  participation in
International Tourism Events.
Financial assistance to
Stakeholders and Tourism
Departments of States/Union
Territories for undertaking
promotional activities under
the Marketing Development
Assistance Scheme.

(SPMRF Desk)
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Poverty — Its Dividends for the
Congress Party’s Reigning Family

= Ajay Thakur

ur country’s landscape is dotted

with the innumerable memorial
of “the longest reigning post-
independence family. It is strange that
we are worshipping some of the worst
economic managers in post-colonial
history who gave nothing but fancy
slogans and condemned millions to
immense misery. As per United
Nations Population Database
Between 1947 to 1990, when the
country grew at an average rate of
3.5%, the people living in poverty
increased by 221m. Over the same
period, Indonesia grew by 6 percent,
Thailand 7 per cent and South Korea
9 per cent. In 1960 South Korea’s
income was around four times more
than India’s, but by 1990 it was 20
times more.

Rahul Gandhi, while addressing
students of the Norse Monjee Institute
of Management Studies (NMIMS) in
Mumbai said that the Chinese people
have paid a disproportionate price for
its economic progress. ‘Millions of
people paid for it with their lives (In
China). We didn’t kill millions of
people. I am much happier to live in
India. China is a stronger country but
India will move ahead’. The question
is when and at what price? The
tragedy is that Rahul can’t go beyond
off the cuff remarks prepared by his
speech writers.

The
Nationalist

Rahul is right that millions died in
China, most of them during Mao’s
Cultural Revolution. The economic
revival came much later, in 1978. But
even then many had to pay the price
for China’s thirst for splintering
growth. Though, the economic
reforms which were initiated in 1978
have lifted more than 500 million
people out of poverty - an
unprecedented feat achieved in just
three decades, it has come at a price.
Soviet Union under Stalin’s Gulags:
Forced Labour Camps in Siberia also
paid a disproportionate price for his
experiment with Communist system.

But either he is ignorant or guilty
of glaring oversight about India.
Unlike China the Indian state didn’t
actively participate in genocide of its
people, but its courtship with
socialism was disastrous. Indians did
suffer and die in comparable numbers
if not more. Socialist-secular raj,
established by Pandit Nehru and
nurtured by Indira Gandhi cannot be
absolved of the blame for much of the
death and despair which millions of
Indians had to suffer due to pathetic
Human Development Index which
was a direct consequence of poor
economic growth witnessed during
this period.

Swaminathan Aiyar in a paper in
2009 in Cato titled: ”“Socialism Kills:



The Human Cost of Delayed Economic
Reforms in India”, explained that
economic reforms could have started
in 1971 as conditions were ripe, but
were delayed for a decade and
tangible reforms came much later, in
1991.This delay had an enormous cost.
Had the economic reforms started a
decade earlier, observes Aiyar

“.....14.5 million more children
would have survived, 261 million
more Indians would have become
literate, and 109 million more people
would have risen above the poverty
line.” The delay in economic reform
represents an enormous social
tragedy. It drives home the point that
India’s socialist era, which claimed it
would deliver growth with social
justice, delivered neither. During the
“family’s” reign in terms of absolute
numbers India fared much worse than
China even on this count.

Obviously Rahul would not read
this paper and nobody in his party
dare to advise him to do so. But the
people of India have the right to know
about the passive death and misery
that Rahul Gandhi’s and family
inflicted on millions of poor. He and
his supplicants are trying to make a
case in support of tall claims and
brandishing his party’s false pro-poor
credentials with such brazenness.

Amartya Sen talks of “More than 100
Million Women Are Missing,” New York
Review of Books, December 20, 1990.
Will Rahul try to understand what Sen
meant in the above statement.

Due to Nehru's infatuation with
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Soviet model of centralized
planning and control, captains of
business and industry received no
encouragement from him to develop
a genuine feeling of participation in
the patriotic task of nation building.
He did not realize that production of
private sector also constitutes
national wealth which should have
been given due recognition. Besides
reserving a number of items of
production for the State, free
enterprise was further fettered with
control and regulation, leading to the
establishment of what
Rajagopalachari described as
“Permit Raj”. India’s vibrant
entrepreneurial culture was
smothered and stifled by restrictive
economic policies that seriously
undermined development.

Nehru knew that a proliferation of
permits and licenses would open up a
vast field for corruption and nepotism.
At the very commencement of
planning, both he and his government
knew that evil had already grown like
a cancer in the country’s body
economy. The germs of corruption
were firmly planted during this period
and manifested fully during UPA rule
in every walk of life. The first plan
document admits, ‘Perhaps the most
conspicuous area of corruption has
been those in which businessmen had
to apply for permits and licenses.
Supervision and vigilance within the
administration were inadequate and
illegitimate gains were undoubtedly
made.” The document goes on to say
‘in this connection, the growth of the



practice among the business firms of
employing relations or friends of
influential persons as “contact man”
needs to be discouraged.

Ignoring the overwhelming
evidence Indira continued with her
father’s legacy with the zeal of
neophyte, condemning millions of
Indians to poverty. Indira Gandhi
used the slogan ‘Garibi Hatao” 35
years back to win votes and Congress
has not been able to abandon it. But
this was just a slogan to fool gullible
and poor people. It took us over four
decades of License Raj to rebel against
state control and monopoly, and
move towards economic freedom and
competition. During her reign more
than half of India’s then 870 million
people lived on less than the World
Bank’s current estimate for extreme
poverty of $1.90 a day.

However in the two decades since
the 1991 reforms average growth
accelerated to 6.5% and 113m people
were lifted out of poverty. In a normal
scenario Congress should have
elevated Narshimha Rao to sainthood
and quietly banished the discredited
ghosts of the Family. But Family
ensured that Rao was not even
allowed to be cremated in Delhi, leave
aside erecting a memorial befitting his
contribution to peoples’ and the
country’s prosperity. As a part of a
diabolical design, every effort was
made, to systematically erase his name
from the national memory.

Ashutosh Varshney Sol Goldman
Professor of International Studies
Brown University attributes the spate
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of scams which rocked the country to
nexus of business and politics, which
were exposed by then Controller &
Auditor General. The UPA regime
opened a virtual floodgate of scams -
2G, Coal Dblock allocation,
Commonwealth Games, Change of
Land Use Haryana, Antrix-Devas deal
.etc. Some estimated the value of
scams in vicinity of a million crore.

It was political élites power to
grant permissions and licenses that
generated huge ill-gotten wealth, not
innovative business ideas. They
remind me of the loot of Robert Clive
but with one major distinction that
beyond a point he could not take the
opprobrium and committed suicide
but here even conclusive conviction in
disproportionate income cases has
little and no impact.

Disastrous policies and false
promises have been the primary cause
of farmers’ suicides. Rahul Gandhi is
incapable of introspection on whether
his Family’s policies really worked to
lift the majority of the people
economically. Unfortunately as in any
monarchy the king is always right and
that is what is practiced in the
Congress Party. Sycophancy rather
than competence has been
systematically promoted in it from the
days of Nehru.

The Family controlled Congress
party’s impact on economic policy
remains negative. Contrast, for
instance, Manmohan Singh’s record
under Rao with his record under Sonia
Gandhi. As Rao’s finance minister,
Singh was able to inject a new life and



vibrancy in our economy. As as a Sonia
Gandhi annointed prime minister, he
burdened it with too many wasteful
welfare programmes and too few
growth-inducing policies.

The UPA-enacted the Land
Acquisition Act has begun to do
serious economic damage by
inhibiting the creation of jobs in
precisely the areas where jobs can be
created fastest, infrastructure and
construction, both of which need land
as a basic input. So it has become
impossible to create jobs for the poor
who need it most .This step is being
touted as landmark achievement in
the interest of poor Taking advantage
of its numerical superiority in Rajya
Sabha Congress has prevented the
passage of GST which can boost
growth rate up to 2%.

The biggest challenge which our
country is facing at the moment is of
underdevelopment and its insidious
manifestations. Over 300 million
people are living under abject poverty
because of various economic policies
followed since independence which
ushered in an era of license/permit
and inspector raj. This was direct
consequence of high level of state and
central control exercised on the
industrial and business sectors of the
country.

Our leader’s primary task now,
and for the foreseeable future, is to
transform and improve the lives of the
large numbers of our compatriots who
live in poverty, with disease, hunger
and illiteracy as their companions in
life. A democratic, humane, just
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society must do everything to end
poverty and create equitable
opportunity. Therefore, welfare of the
poor is a critical democratic function,
especially in a desperately poor
society like ours. This is the true
meaning of a welfare state.

But purveyors of poverty and those
who have benefitted from controlled
capitalism over several decades
without question will do everything to
sabotage it as it is their final battle
which they cannot afford to lose as
this would spell the end dynastic
politics. Only the ignorant and those
trying to make both ends meet, will
vote an empty slogan of socialism and
secularism. Minorities have fared
much worse during the reign of the
champions of their welfare and
security.

Mark Tully in his book “No full
Stops in India” writes “Nehru
Dynasty has stood like a Banyan
Tree, overshadowing the people and
the institutions of India, and all
Indians know that nothing grows
under the Banyan Tree.” Let us not
undermine the capabilities of this
termite ridden old Banyan tree which
will still try to stop anyone from
growing to the extent that it may turn
the soil upside down before falling
down. °

(Ajay Thakur is a former IAS
officer has served in a number of
senior capacities at the state and

union level. He is a keen observer
of Indian politics and occasionally
writes commentaries. The views
expressed are his own.)
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Political Paradigm of West Bengal:
A Tryst with Dichotomy

= Jay Prakash Majumdar

T'he history of Bengal for the last 250
years can be surmised by the
famous lines of Charles Dickens in his
classic “A Tale of Two Cities”:

It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age of wisdom,
it was the age of foolishness, it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity, it was the season of Light, it
was the season of Darkness, it was the
spring of hope, it was the winter of
despair, we had everything before us, we
had nothing before us, we were all going
direct to Heaven, we were all going direct
the other way. .

Starting from the pre-
independence era of undivided
Bengal, a plethora of super talented
people and visionaries had had
sprung from its soil to enrich and
influence the entire Indian sub-
continent, if not the world at large.
Brilliant minds in every spheres of
human endeavor had made Bengal a
“place with a difference”. This
unending supply chain of had a
blinding effect not only on the history
of Bengal but also on the history of
India. The Bengal Renaissance started
with Raja Ram Mohan Roy in 1772, if
we keep Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
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out of this golden era, and lasted till
the untimely demise of Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee in 1953 - an
unparalleled saga of glory and
achievements for nearly 200 years.

Very few similar conglomerations
of talents have ever been chronicled
in the history of mankind - keeping
in mind the account of European
Renaissances. Like in Europe, the
decadence in Bengal that followed
was rapid and swift. In an
international symposium held two
years ago, a reputed scholar quipped
telling me that the Almighty had
given so much during 200 years that
now She or He has exhausted the
stock of resources - at least for
Bengal!

So in the light of the law of
equality, every good time has its end
- and sometimes a bitter end as
perceived by Dickens. Glorious times
followed by “worst of times”. One
after another tragic events awaited
Bengal- West Bengal. Two blows
poured in almost simultaneously.
First one was the irreparable wound
of partition, based on religious
divide. The harsh fate of partition
was soon followed by the parochial



proliferation of communist
dogmatism. That was the second
blow. Rule of mediocrity sunk its
roots. It’s a matter of interesting area
of social research that how a land,
which was the abode of nationalistic
movements of India, switched over
its character to a so called
“Internationalism” through the
influence of the imported ideology of
communism. After independence,
within a small span of two decades,
the birthplace of nationalism gave
rise to communism - with the
majority of the communist leaders &
mentors being the displaced people
from the erstwhile East Pakistan.
There is no gainsaying the fact that
the Rise and Fall of an empire is but a
natural process. It happened with
Greece, Rome, Florence and several
colonial powers. However, in the case
of Bengal, once the decadence set in,
avoidable cultural vandalism
followed. And it still continues. Alas!

From that continuation, the third
blow for West Bengal was in the form
of the political choice of people. It
became one of the States where a
tradition of anti-Center, anti-Indian
political psyche was introduced by the
Left parties. As a result the major part
of the post independence period, more
than 40 years, saw the state’s ruling
party at loggerheads with the ruling
party at the Centre. Centre-State
commonality of ruling parties was a
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rarity. Mutual allegations and
confrontations was the rule of the day
rather than sustained road maps of
development. Center-State synergy
became a farfetched idea for West
Bengal and common people suffered
due to their own choice. And that also
still continues. Alas!

The fourth blow: The politics of
violence. Despite having a high
spirited revolutionary movement
during the freedom struggle, Bengal
was always an abode of peace and
spiritual discourse. Philosophies of
Chaitanya, Ramkrishna Paramhansa,
Vivekananda and Rabindranath co-
existed with that of Netaji or Surjya
Sen - in the classic example of “Joto
Math — Toto Path” (as many views that
many paths). But during the last fifty
years of communist penetration and
hegemony, politics and violence have
embroiled so much that social
nomenclature has accepted violence
as the natural ally of politics. During
the last five years of promised
“Paribartan” of Ms. Mamata Banerjee,
violence has been made itself to be
institutionalized in all the social
parameters, let alone politics. This is
the other tragedy continues to haunt
Bengal and is growing. Alas!

That takes us to the two most
crucial dichotomies of Bengal: One is
unexplainable continuation with the
known course of devastation and the
other is fashionable disagreement with



the nationalistic outlook. Both are
ruinous. First, the 5 years of Naxalite
movements followed by 34 years of
Left rule has ensured not only the
destruction of the cultural supremacy
of Bengal but also ensured the curbing
of famed free thinking process of the
Bengalis. Excellence in any field,
unless politically correct, was
discouraged. Secondly, successive
generations have not experienced or
witnessed any inclusion of a word
called “Indian”. They were taught all
about Delhi’s act of deprivation,
instead of being taught to be proud of
being Indian. Rhetoric of inculcating
the idea of a mythical revolution was
more fashionable than knowing all
about the rich Indian heritage. What
a waste of youth power through
several generations under the pretext
of being Left, Ultra Left or even super
Ultra Left.

The West Bengal Assembly election
of 2016 has just been completed after
a grueling ordeal of electioneering of
more than a month. Again a State level
party with an autocratic leader has
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won - again the pseudo-secular forces
have capitalized on the safe vote bank
of minority hallucinations - again the
bloody violence continues unabated
with the so called democratic festival
- and again Bengalis are thinking why
the curse continues with us!

The only silver lining out of such
impenetrable dark cloud is that a
political party established by the last
of the stalwarts of the Bengal
Renaissances, namely Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, has ultimately
made its sure footed dent on the
political realm of Bengal. Let us wait
now and see if the cycle of Bengal's
fate comes back to the highest
echelons of its former self, with all the
prowess, pride and power with this
“Party of the Soil”. °

(The author, the son of a freedom
fighter is presently Vice President
& Spokesperson of the West Bengal
State BJP. He studied in Jadavpur
University and has written
extensively on political, economical
& social issues besides his subject
of Science.)
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Indian Railways: Setting new records in
every fields since last two years

Railways has commissioned
und 4800 kilometer of Broad
ge track in last two financial years
including about 1200 Km New Lines,
1900 Km Gauge Conversion and 1700
Km Doubling. As compared to this,
Railways have been commissioning at
an average of about 1530 Km in the
previous five years.

In current financial year, Indian
Railways is set to commission over 2800
Km Broad Gauge track at the rate of
over 7.7 Km per day.In the North East,
Indian Railways commissioned about
900 km of Broad
Gauge in last two
years of Modi
Government,
leaving only about
50 Km MG lines to
be converted in
2016-17. In
addition, a 132 Km

®
2015-16 1]

2 years of Modi ¢
' f Building and Etrengthenlng
the national infrastructure

two years, at an average of 1066 per
year, as compared to an average of 763
per year in previous five years.

Elimination of Unmanned Level
Crossings: 2433 unmanned level
crossings were eliminated in last two
years, at an average of 1217 per year,
as compared to 1139 per year in
previous five years. Elimination of
Level Crossings is becoming more and
more difficult with time, as those
identified for easy elimination have
already been eliminated.
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Foodgrains worth Rs 10, 000 crore
better targeted with
computerisation of PDS

er to make PDS system totally
sparent, the Modi Government
is” implementing End-to-end
Computerisation of Targeted-PDS
Operations. As a result, a large
number of bogus ration cards have
been eliminated by the States during
last two years of NDA regime which

of all States; Online Allocation of
foodgrains to ration dealers is being
made in 25 States. Supply-Chain has
been computerized in 12 States/UTs
and online grievance redressal facility
or toll-free helpline have been started
in all States/UTs. Central
Government has also requested States

PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEIVI

has enabled better targeting of about
Rs.10, 000 crores’ foodgrains. Central
Government is continuously perusing
State Governments to make PDS
modern and consumer friendly, a
project with the cost of Rs. 884 crore
has been taken up for
computerization. Significant
achievements have been made so far.
Ration cards have been completely
digitised in all States and card details
are available on transparency portal
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to seed Aadhaar numbers in Ration
Card database. At present overall
seeding stands at 54.79% at the
national level. For checking of leakage
and diversions, Central Government
is also pursuing with States/UTs to
automate Fair Price Shops by stalling
biometric devices. So far, more than
1, 11,772 FPSs have been automated
across the country, and this count is
likely to be increased to 3, 06,526 FP’Ss
by March, 2017.
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INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMAGY

Prime Minister Modi’s Bodh Gaya
Initiative: foreign policy of multi-

alignment & multi-engagement
. Dr. Anirban Ganguly

twas in September 2015 that Prime

Minister Modi initiated a wide and
intricate outreach to countries that
have been shaped by the ideals and
legacy of Buddha. It would be
interesting, thus, to once again look
at that effort in the backdrop of the
Lumbini conference this May.
Through an international initiative
on the theme of Samvad-Hindu-
Buddhist Initiative for Conflict

Avoidance and Environment
Consciousness, hosted by the
Vivekananda International

Foundation, India in collaboration
with the International Buddhist
Confederation (IBC), stated the
aspiration to work for regional
stability, prosperity and harmony
based on the ancient Indic wisdom
that worked to avoid conflict and to
re-establish the balance between
nature and mankind on a relation
that was non-exploitative and based
on mutual respect, admiration and
yearnings for assimilation. As PM
Modi described it, the conference
“was conceptualised on shifting the
paradigm from conflict resolution to
conflict avoidance and from
environmental regulation to
environmental consciousness.”

It was in this conference that Modi
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first talked of ‘climate justice’ - to
ensure which each nation of the
region inspire by the Indic
philosophies had to delve into their
thought repositories and based on it,
shape a framework of cooperation
and joint action. He said,

I want to say that we, the present
generation, have the responsibility to
act as a trustee of the rich natural
wealth for the future generations. The
issue is not merely about climate
change; it is about climate justice.
Again I repeat is not the issue of
climate change, it is about climate
justice. In my view, the most adversely
affected by climate change are the
poor and the downtrodden. When a
natural disaster strikes, they are hit
the hardest. When there are floods,
they are rendered homeless; during a
quake, their homes are destroyed;
during droughts, they are affected;
and during extreme cold too, the
homeless suffer the most. We can’t let
climate change keep affecting people
in this manner. Which is why I believe
the discourse must shift focus from
climate change to climate justice.

On the need for Samuvad - dialogue
PM Modi argued that the Indic

wisdom - Hindu and Buddhist -could
evolve a new mechanism of conflict-
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avoidance,

Promotion of dialogue - calls for
a shift from ideological approach to
a philosophic one. Without proper
dialogue, neither of the two themes
of conflict avoidance is possible, or
workable. The severe limitations in
our conflict resolution mechanisms
are becoming more and more
obvious. We need significant,
collective and strategic efforts to
prevent bloodshed and violence. It
is, thus, no surprise that the world
is taking note of Buddhism. This is
also a recognition of the historical
Asian traditions and values, which
can be used to shift the paradigm to
conflict avoidance, to move from
the path of ideology to
philosophy...All of us here have a
cardinal duty to ensure that our
future generations lead a life of
peace, dignity and mutual respect.
We need to sow the seeds of a
conflict-free world and, in this
endeavour; faiths of Buddhism and
Hinduism have a great contribution.

This conference thus ideated the
theme and objective of reaching out
to the entire Southeast Asian region
through the message of Buddha and
the Indic philosophical corpus which
had attracted this region over
millennia and had enhanced its
engagement with civilisational India.
In fact PM Modi clearly saw, “that
without embracing the path and
ideals shown by Gautam Buddha,
this century cannot be an Asian
century!”
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In order to take the outreach
further and give it a certain concrete
momentum, Modi joined the entire
international assemblage of thinkers,
philosophers, monks, diplomats and
practitioners in Bodh Gaya, mediated
with them under the sacred Bodhi
Tree and reiterated India’s timeless
message of dialogue, harmonious
living and reverence for nature and
for the earth. PM Modi, in his
valedictory address before the
international gathering made a few
significant points which need
reiteration because these are closely
identified with India’s soft power
goals or civilisational belief.

“On the issue of conflicts — most
of which are being driven by religious
intolerance — the participants in the
conference seem to have agreed that
while there is no problem about the
freedom to practise one’s religion, it
is when the radical elements try to
force their own ideologies on others,
that the potential for conflict arises.
On the issue of environment, the
conference seems to have agreed that
the philosophic underpinning of the
Dharma, which stresses the protection
of natural heritage, is critical for
sustainable development. I may add
that the United Nations too has
arrived at the view that sustainable
development is achievable only
through aligning development to the
local culture of the people.”

But perhaps the most significant
aspect of this entire soft exercise was
the release of the Bodh Gaya
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Declaration. Bodh Gaya was declared
as the “seat of enlightenment for the
world of Buddhism and Buddhist
civilisation that have inspired all
religions of the world.” The
declaration, with the Prime Minister’s
sanction, stated that “A Buddhist
spiritual and civilizational institution
that will bring together and make the
entire Buddhist world participate in
this momentous task will be built in
Bodh Gaya in the coming three years”
that “Hindu civilizational and
spiritual institutions will be invited to
work with this new Buddhist
institution to share the responsibility
for global peace and harmony” that
“Buddhist spiritual leaders will
approach governments of all Buddhist
nations to support this monumental
and noble task of developing Bodh
Gaya as an International Centre of
Buddhism for the enlightenment of all
humankind” and called upon India to
provide support for creating such a
vibrant centre of civilisational
cooperation.

The very spot where Siddhartha
transformed into Sakyamuni thus
holds the potential to elevate itself
into a radiating power house of light
and knowledge and as in the ancient
times, like a lighthouse attract
civilisations from across the globe.
With a rising and renewed interest in
Indian traditions and knowledge
systems across the world, with the
launching of the Indic and Buddhist
Studies University at Sanchi in
Madhya Pradesh - an effort that has
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silently taken shape away from the
glare of false propaganda - India can
develop a formidably vibrant
Buddhist circuit of knowledge,
experience and practise. It could
evolve into a circuit that would make
India, once again, the centre of
Buddhist thought and a genuine
repository of Sakyamuni’s legacy.
India’s image as a benefactor and
promoter of knowledge and as a
power with profound regard for local
knowledge systems and ways of
living can go a long way in further
strengthening this web of Indic and
Buddhist knowledge across countries
and institutions and create the
civilisational spiritual highway.

The Bodhgaya initiative was an
expression of the innovation that has
permeated India’s soft power
engagement and diplomacy ever since
Prime Minister Modi took over. India’s
objective in these two intervening
years has been to activated her past
civilisational linkages and to re-state
and re-structure them to the exigencies
of the present where India’s seeks to
pursue a pragmatic foreign policy of
multi-alignment and  multi-
engagement through which she seeks
a genuine and co-equal partnership
with those nations and civilisations
that had great affinity and proximity
to her in the past. The vision that the
Bodhgaya Declaration articulated
may thus begin to be worked out with
determination and vision. °

(Courtesy: The Pioneer,
11.5.2016)
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural,
social, economic and political can be rendered
possible through coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined Indians. Armed with
the knowledge of India's past glory and
greatness, her strength and weakness, it is they
who can place before their country a
programme of work, which while loyal to the
fundamental traditions of India civilisation
will be adapted to the changing conditions of
the modern world."

- Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943




