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Congress - Equivocal & BJP -
Unequivocal on Black Money: I
a brief history




“Our efforts of reconstruction need not be clouded by prejudice or disregard
for all that is inherited from our past. On the other hand, there is no need to
cling to past institutions and traditions which have outlived their utility.”

-Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya
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@ EDITORIAL

CONGRESS - EQUIVOCAL & BJP -
UNEQUIVOCAL ON BLACK MONEY

Shah Ji publicly spoke of the need to eradicate the role of black money in

electioneering. He argued that the demand made by the BJP today is not

something new; it had been doing so since the days of the Jana Sangh.
“What matters to us and towards which we wish to work is the eradication of the
role of black money in our elections”, Shah said without mincing his words.

D uring a media téte-a-téte sometime in December, BJP president Amit

Naturally such a stance has put a number of others in a spot — one can see
the extreme manifestations of their discomfiture through a continuous theatrical
1273 performance both inside and outside Parliament. The Congress is perhaps the

' H A J hardest hit with such a stance; historically it is one party which has allowed this

B ' practise and habit to grow to gargantuan proportions. In fact Shah was right when
Dr. Anirban Ganguly he said that it was during Congress rule that the nation suffered from the paralysis
of black money and the process of demonetisation was a surgery that was required
to free the nation from the clutches of such a debilitation.

Amit Shah Ji's point It is perhaps after a long hiatus - the last ones who spoke passionately on
that this struggle the issue of tackling the role of black money in elections was perhaps Jayaprakash
against black-money Narayan, C. Rajagopalachari and Nanaji Deshmukh - that such a discourse is
was not a new found taking centrestage and the president of the largest as well as the ruling party is
cause by the BJP and seen talking in no uncertain terms on the need to neutralise this parasitical disease
that the Party has been silently eating away at the crucial entrails of our democratic polity. This, in itself,
highlighting the issue is a heartening development and must be welcomed by all those who wish to see a

of black money since true cleansing and reform of our election system gradually take place.

the days of the J a.na In fact, as early as 1959, writing to one of his private secretaries, Dr. Rajendra
Sangh bears merit - Prasad, then President of the Indian Republic, had expressed a deep concern of
at least activists and this growing trend of corruption and had hoped that someday someone would

leaders with a sense of have the gumption to undertake drastic measures. “Are we really walking on mines
history will appreciate which may burst any day?” he wrote, “I hear that people are freely talking about
it. Those parties which corruption, bribery, nepotism..” Prasad called for probe and a “drastic remedy”’

have in any case lost

. ) Prasads colleague and leader Jawaharlal Nehru, however, exuded
their sense of history,

ambivalence when it came to tackling corruption and black money. Over fifteen

their ideological years after he became Prime Minister, Nehru astonishingly argued that “Corruption
moorings and have is... the result of the democratic process; and I am a little afraid that as this process
come to rely on the grows, corruption is going down to the villages” The authors of an assessment of
wisdom of imported Nehru’s premiership observe, “Surprisingly, Nehru’s Government found no means

academics and leaders  to bring to book black-marketeers, adulterators and others indulging in dangerous
will scarcely internalise anti-social activities. In a democratic set-up none expected Nehru to hang every
such an allusion. black-marketeer from the nearest lamp-post [as he had once famously pledged to
do], but if, in West Bengal alone, the Congress Party Government could between
1947-58 jail over “one hundred thousand people connected with the democratic

i The
B Nationalist [ + IR




@ EDITORIAL

movements of different sections of the people,” the
country surely had the right to expect the Prime
Minister to be equally ruthless towards corrupt and
corrupting men.”

Towards the end of hislife Nehru’s ambivalence
towards corruption had aggravated, in November
1963 he told his partymen that “the talk of graft and
corruption in India is exaggerated” while the president
of his party - at that point of time N.Sanjeeva Reddy
- had warned that the “organisation had lost its
prestige “because many Congressmen who, before
independence, had been paupers had by now become
millionaires” Nehru immediately modified his stance,
adding that “unless corruption was rooted out from
every walk of life all talk of socialism would be
meaningless.” Gradually the search for his socialist
utopia led to the creation of a cronyism and kickback
based system where hoarding and black economy
became the order of the day. His daughter did little
to cleanse the system and instead reinforced and
institutionalised the habit of graft and promoted
cronies and did much to weaken the democratic
system by often subverting the electoral process; her
descendents further perfected that approach and
under them in a decade between 2004 to 2014 one
witnessed a no-holds barred abetting of corruption
and squandering of public resources.

As early as 1961, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya
had spoken of how a section with ill-gotten wealth
was being enlisted in elections. “..A number of
people are given tickets”, he pointed out, “for no other
qualifications than their capacity to spend money.
These people come in the field at election time and
then hibernate for five years in the crowded bustees of
Calcutta and Bombay. They do not come to the people
to solicit their votes but to purchase them. They do
not apply or qualify for the party ticket but purchase
it. For them no price is too high. All that they want is
to grease their way to the Parliament. For them it is a
business deal..”

Amit Shah Ji’s point that this struggle against
black-money was not a new found cause by the BJP and
that the Party has been highlighting the issue of black
money since the days of the Jana Sangh bears merit

— at least activists and leaders with a sense of history
will appreciate it. Those parties which have in any case
lost their sense of history, their ideological moorings
and have come to rely on the wisdom of imported
academics and leaders will scarcely internalise such
an allusion.

In its first party document released on its
founding day on 21* October 1951 under Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, the Jana Sangh referred to a “horde
of problems” besetting India, both “internal and
external, oldand new, which instead of nearing solution
after independence are daily getting aggravated...
Her production is falling, black-marketing and
profiteering are rampant and charges of corruption
and favouritism against the administration..” are
growing.

Jana Sangh’s economic resolution, “Economic
Situation in the Throes of a Holocaust’, in its April 1974
session at Ujjain spoke unequivocally on the need to
eradicate black-money, “The Indian economy’, it noted
“is diseased, and present order of privileges, licences,
black-money, and quotas is suffering from incurable
cancer. Nothing short of a major overhaul can reverse
the unerring descent to disaster” Proffering detailed
suggestions, the resolution said, among other things,
that “Currency should be demonetised to unearth
present hordes of black-money”

While the previous ruling dispensation was
tightlipped on this need and rapaciously and routinely
indulged in scams, Narendra Modi took to serving the
bitter brew that would start sweeping the system clean.
He has called this a massive clean-up campaign which
is sweeping clean a huge heap of accrued dirt and filth.
Symbolically speaking Prime Minister referred to this
on 22" December at the Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) and said that once it is cleaned, the ground
where it stood will be converted into a garden for our
national well-being.

Ironical isn't it that some so called leaders
have a problem with such an act, especially those
among the communists, Congressmen and Trinamool
congress who have made a career in politics by paying
lip-service to the need for integrity in public life, they
resist the cleaning up of our national life.
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SALIENT POINTS OF PM NARENDRA
MODTI’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS AT THE
SIXTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE OF THE
HEART OF ASIA ISTANBUL PROCESS ON
AFGHANISTAN ON
4™ DEC, 2016 AT AMRITSAR

B VSAREY GTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE |
. S8 . AMRITSAR 2016

MINISTRY OF EXTERN/

- GOVERNMENT OF |

B It is a particular pleasure to jointly inaugurate this
Conference with our friend and partner, President
Ashraf Ghani of Afghanistan

B Since the turn of this century, the international
community has extensively engaged in Afghanistan

B Our gathering today re-affirms commitment of the
international community to durable peace and lasting
political stability in Afghanistan

We must protect and build on the gains of the last
fifteen years and march ahead

B We must demonstrate strong collective will to defeat
terror network that cause bloodshed and spread fear

m Silence and inaction against terrorism in Afghanistan
and our region will only embolden terrorists and their
masters

B We should all work to build stronger positive
connectivity between Afghanistan and other countries
of the region

® On India’s part, our commitment to our brave Afghan
brothers and sisters is absolute and unwavering

B As India implements its additional commitments,
we are open to work with other like-minded partners
for the development of Afghanistan

S PMEF ThE
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SALIENT POINTS PM’S ADDRESS TO THE
FARMERS AT INAUGURATION CEREMONY
OF AMUL UNITS IN DEESA, GUJARAT ON
10™ DEC, 2016

m The farmer of North Gujarat has shown to the world
what he or she is capable of

m ] am told it is after a very long time that a Prime
Minister is visiting Banaskantha. But, I am here not
as PM but as a son of this soil

B There was a time when people from Kutch &
Banaskantha would leave their homes in search of
better opportunities. It is not the case now

® When I took over as Chief Minister, I would tell
farmers that you need to focus on water as much as
you focus on electricity

® The farmers in Banaskantha heard my request and
embraced drip irrigation. This changed their lives and
lives of future generations

B The farmers here turned to dairy and animal

husbandry. This was beneficial for the farmers

m Along with ‘Shwet Kranti; here there is also a ‘Sweet
Kranti’ People are being trained in honey products

B The cheese of Amul brand is very popular worldwide

m Today everyone in the nation is discussing the issue
of currency notes

B We took the decision on currency notes to strengthen
the hands of the poor of the nation

m For how long can poor of India be told to pay for
houses in cash. For how long will poor be asked- you
want Pucca bill or Kuccha bill

B With our step on currency notes, we have been
successful in weakening the hands of terrorists, those
in fake currency rackets

viwe The . - December, 2016 7
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® Who is unhappy with corruption? Not those
perpetrating corruption...it is the poor, the common
citizens who are unhappy

B We are standing with the poor of the nation

®m We belong to a nation where we do not think- what
my interest. We are not a selfish nation. We think
about future generations

m Parliament is not being allowed to function

m Happenings in Parliament anguished our President,
who has tremendous political experience

m Government has always said we are ready to debate.
I am not being allowed to speak in Lok Sabha so I am
speaking in the Jan Sabha

B From the land of Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel
I want to share something with my friends in the
Opposition

i The
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W Yes, during elections we have a lot of heated debates.
But we all call for increased voter turnout

m Likewise, yes, you can oppose me but do teach
people about banking, using technology for financial
transactions

B Merely talking about the poor is different from
working for the poor, something that the NDA
government is always doing

® Today your banks and wallets are in your mobile.
This is how things have changed

B ] urge you all to integrate people with e-banking,
e-wallets

B India wants to progress. Corruption and black
money is slowing our progress and adversely affecting
the poor. These evils have to end

m These games of looting the poor and exploiting the
middle classes will now be history
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INCREASING PERIODICITY OF
POLITICAL ENGAGEMENTS WITH
ISRAEL

® P R Kumaraswamy

residential visits, though ceremonial, often
P communicate a subtle message about the

status of bilateral relations, especially when

such visits are less frequent and require
longer preparations. Hence, there are long gaps
between reciprocal presidential visits even among
friendly countries. While visits by prime minister
signal the continued commitments to furthering
bilateral ties, visits by heads of state indicate that the
importance India attaches to the country in question
and its commitment to improve relations. The same
applies to Israel as well.

There has been a pattern in the political
contacts with Israel since relations were established in
January 1992. There was a larger national consensus
when Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao reversed
the four-decade old policy of recognition-without-
normalization policy formulated by Jawaharlal Nehru.
Political engagements since normalization however,
have been less frequent. In quarter of a century, there
were three presidential visits, namely, Ezer Weizman
(December 1996-January 1997), Pranab Mukherjee
(October 2015) and Reuven Rivlin (November 2016)
and one by the Prime Minister, namely Ariel Sharon
in September 2003.

Since 1992 three External Affairs Ministers
visited Israel, namely Jaswant Singh (July 2000), S M
Krishna (January 2012) and Sushma Swaraj (January
2016). From Israel Shimon Peres came to India in

1993 as foreign minister and Silvan Shalom visited in
February 2004. Likewise, after the visit of L K Advani
in July 2000, Rajnath Singh became the second Indian
Home Minister to visit Israel in November 2015.
The only defense ministerial level exchange took
place when Moshe Yaalon was hosted in February
2015. Indeed, there were also a few visits that did not
happen, especially by Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
in the early 1990s and by President K R Narayanan.

On 16 May 2014 as election results were being
announced, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
became the first world leader to congratulate Narendra
Modi on his landslide victory and since then there
were periodic contacts and exchanges between
the two countries. In continuation of his earlier
exchanges as the chief minister of Gujarat, Modi has
been expressing his warmth towards Israel through
meetings during UN General Assembly, Paris Climate
Summit or during the funeral of Lee Kwan Yew in
Singapore. In the past, such occasions were used for
photo-ops with the Palestinian leaders. He has also at
times expressed his admiration for the Kibbutz system
and for the late David Ben Gurion.

There is an interesting pattern in the bilateral
exchanges with Israel. While bilateral relations
continued to flourish when the Congress party was
in power in the Centre, political contacts were few.
If prolonged pro-Palestinian position contributed to
Rao’s hesitation for high-level contacts, Manmohan
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Singh faced a different problem. As Finance Minister
Singh represented in India during the funeral of slain
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in November 1995 but
as prime minister his options were limited by coalition
compulsions, especially when the Left Parties were
demanding a ‘course correction” and limited politico-
strategic ties with Israel. Thus, it was only during the
NDA rule, first under Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and now under Modi one could notice
visible and—one might add unapologetic—political
contacts with Israel.

Seen in this context, Rivlins visit indicates the
shortened time gap in political contacts between
the two countries. The reciprocal visit by the Indian
President happened nearly two decade after Weizman’s
visit in January 1997 but Rivlin came to India just a
year after Mukherjee’s path breaking visit to Israel in
October 2015. Both sides wish to avoid too long a gap
between political contacts and exchanges.

At the same time, it is essential to remember
that the absence of visible political exchanges has
not hampered the flow and trajectory of the bilateral
relations. In the initial years especially since the
late 1990s, military-security ties have become an
important component of the bilateral relations with
the Ministry of Defense adopting a professional and
non-political approach to benefits accruing out of
robust cooperation with Israel. Gradually the Ministry
of Agriculture emerged as the key driver in furthering
the bilateral cooperation with Israel in a host of areas
such as agriculture, horticulture floriculture, irrigation
and water management, farming techniques, animal
husbandry etc.,

Though important, political visits alone are
insufficient to further bilateral relations with any
country. Most visits by presidents, prime ministers and
other leaders from a host of countries to India rarely
make it to the front pages and are largely forgotten by

@ SPECIALARTICLE

the Indian media. Hence, to be relevant there has to
be a substantial content to bilateral relations and this
is the case with Israel. Quarter of a century after the
belated normalization, the relations are on a stable
and progressive trajectory and encompass a host of
new areas including waste recycling, infrastructure
development and above all academic cooperation.
Some of these are long-term projects whose outcomes
should not be measured in terms of material gains
or even by the number of direct beneficiaries. They
have the potential to dent the traditional anti-Israeli
rhetoric of the Indian elite and urban middle class and
the process provide a rural base for robust ties with
the Jewish State.

However, for a sustained growth of the
bilateral relations periodic high-level contacts become
necessary both for signaling the political support
for the process and for providing the direction. It
is in this context one should view the likely visit of
Prime Minister Modi to Israel. Since May 2014 there
were widespread speculations of Israel being high on
his agenda and the following May External Affairs
Minister even announced that the Prime Minister’s
visit would take place ‘this year. Moreover, beginning
with his visit to the UAE in August 2015, Modi had
visited all the principal countries in the Middle East,
namely, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran and Qatar and only
Israel is still pending. Most observers feel that his visit
to Israel would be the hallmark of the 25™ anniversary
celebrations of the bilateral relations.

Professor P R Kumaraswamy teaches contemporary
Middle East at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi and is the Honorary Director of Middle East
Institute, New Delhi (www.mei.org.in) and is the
author of India’s Israel Policy(Columbia University
Press, 2010)
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THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES ACT, 2016- EMPOWERING
THE DIVYANGS

® Nidhi Taparia & Shubhendu Anand

tions due to a frivolous opposition and its

I n a session that was otherwise full of disrup-

imprudent tactics, the passage of the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities Bill, 2016 was the
only silver lining on the black cloud. The Lok Sabha,
where the BJP and its allies enjoy majority, passed it
on the very last day of the winter session i.e. December
16, Friday. The Upper House had already approved of
it on Wednesday, December 14. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has termed this as a “landmark moment”
that will contribute greatly to the welfare of our soci-
ety’s specially-abled sections.
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The Census of 2011 reported that there were
2.68 crore disabled persons in the country, who con-
stitute around 2 percent of the national population.
The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, now
an Act, will supersede the existing Persons with Dis-
abilities Act, 1995. The 1995 Act, which was enacted
more than two decades ago, was losing relevance and
functionality. Only 7 kinds of disabilities came under
the purview of the 1995 PwD Act, sharply limiting
its outreach. Countering the obsolescence of its an-
tecedent, the 2016 version of the PwD Act takes into
account 21 disabilities. Moreover the government is
now authorized to notify any other category of special
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disability. Among its other highlights, it also increases
the reservation in vacancies in government establish-
ments for benchmark disabilities from 3 per cent to 4
per cent. Persons with at least 40% of a disability are
entitled to certain benefits such as reservations in ed-
ucation and employment, preference in government
schemes, etc. The Act hence, shows the government’s
considerateness towards taking up the concerns of our
country’s specially-abled citizens and comes with a lot
of promise of bringing welfare to them.

Acid attacks have been on a rise in recent
years. With the enactment of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016, acid attack victims are also
covered in its ambit. Specific learning disabilities like
dyslexia and speech and learning disability have been
included for the very first time. Classes or categories
have been created, with one of them also taking into
account dwarfism and muscular dystrophy. Further,
blood disorders like for instance thalassemia, hemo-
philia and sickle cell disease have been in the form of
a new category altogether. All the other seven major
disabilities, that the previous Act made mention of,
like blindness, mental illness and hearing impairment
have been retained. The 2016 Act defines disability as
an evolving and dynamic concept. It is, therefore, in
the larger interests of the nation, that government has
been authorized to notify any other category also.

The Bill was moved by Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment Shri Thawar Chand Gehlot who an-
nounced that a scheme for a universal identity card
for the disabled is also on their cards and an agency
has already been finalized for this task. Provisions will
be made to link this card with AADHAR to make it
more useful and universal.

A plethora of other amendments have also
been made on the 2014 Bill. Women and children
with disabilities have found a special mention in it
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and also provides for guardianship granted by District
Courts. There will be joint decision making between
the persons with disabilities and the guardians. In case
of mentally ill persons, district courts may award two
types of guardianship. A limited guardian takes deci-
sions jointly with the mentally ill person. A plenary
guardian takes decisions on behalf of the mentally ill
person, without consulting him. One of the import-
ant amendments in the Act is that it imposes putative
action against those who are found discriminating
against the differently-abled persons. The Act Pro-
vides for an imprisonment of at least six months up
to two years, along with a fine ranging between Rs
10,000 and five lakh rupees for those indulging in dis-
crimination.

Private firms have been included in the ‘es-
tablishments’ definition and they are from now on,
entrusted with the responsibility of providing ob-
stacle-free access in buildings, all kinds of public in-
frastructure and transport systems. The office of the
Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities and
its state-level counterparts have been strengthened
that will function as regulatory bodies and grievance
redressal mechanisms.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) is the internation-
al framework of policies that benchmark concerns of
the said people. India, already a signatory to the UN-
CRPD, will now also conform to it with the coming
of the 2016 Act. This makes India’s policies compliant
with international standards.

Nidhi Taparia is studying Economics at St. Xavier’s
College, Jaipur.

Shubhendu Anand is a post-graduate law student at
Queen Mary, University of London.
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THE TAXATION LAWS (SECOND
AMENDMENT) ACT, 2016 - STEPPING
UP THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MONEY

® Vaibhav Chadha
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2016. The Bill which is now an Act was
introduced by the Government as a Money
Bill to amend the Income Tax Act, 1961 and Finance
Act, 2016 to bring in new strict provisions to tax black

he Taxation Laws (Second Amendment)
I Act, 2016 came into force on 15th December,

money deposited in banks post Demonetisation of Rs
500 and Rs 1000 notes announced by PM Narendra
Modi on November 8, 2016. The Act introduces the
Taxation and Investment Regime for Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Yojana, 2016 which commenced on
December 17, 2016 and will remain open until March
31,2017. The scheme provides a last window to people
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with black wealth to come clean by paying tax or face
heavy penalties.

The Taxation Laws (Second Amendment) Act, 2016
comes as a second major step after the Income
Declaration Scheme (IDS), 2016 which was announced
by the Modi Government earlier this year. Under IDS,
the black money holders were given an opportunity
by Government to come clean by paying 45% tax on
their black money and to have the remaining amount.
This 45% included 30% tax, 7.5% penalty and 7.5%
surcharge. The scheme turned out to be successful as
a total of 64,275 declarations were filed online and
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total disclosures worth Rs. 65,250 crore in the form
of cash and other assets were made under the Income
Disclosure Scheme, 2016. As a result of this scheme,
the tax collections of Government swell by nearly Rs
29,000 crores.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana provides for a
30% tax on the undisclosed income, Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Cess @ 33% of tax and a Penalty @10%
of the undisclosed income. This makes total tax on
undisclosed income 50%. Also, the declarant under
the new Act shall be required to deposit 25% of
undisclosed income into the ‘Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Deposit Scheme, 2016 and shall be allowed
to withdraw it only after four years, that too, without
interest. Eventually, the declarant shall only be able to
keep with him the remaining 25% of the total black
money declared.

Under the new provisions, the Taxman will neither
make the details of declarant public nor will use the
declarations made as evidence against the declarant
under any other law. However, PMGKY does not
provide any immunity to the declarant in respect
of Prevention of Money Laundering Act (2002),
Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions Act
(1988), Black Money (Undisclosed Foreign Income
and Assets) & Imposition of Tax Act (2015), the Special
Court (Trial of Offences Relating to Transactions
in Securities) Act (1992) and Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (1967).

The Taxation Laws (Second Amendment)
Act, 2016 also brings more stringent provisions for
unexplainable income i.e. cases where the taxpayer
is unable to explain his income. The Act seeks to
increase the tax rate on such incomes from 30% to
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60% of unexplained income, and surcharge from
between 2-15% on tax payable to a flat rate of 25%
of tax payable. Also, a penalty of 10% has been
introduced in cases where the Assessing Officer finds
the unexplained income.

The Act has even increased the Penalty for
search seizure cases ie. cases where undisclosed
income is found during a search. In the cases where
the taxpayer admits holding undisclosed income,
the penalty has been increased from 10% to 30% of
undisclosed income and if the taxpayer does not admit
holding undisclosed income, the penalty in such cases
has been raised to 60% from 20% of undisclosed
income.

Therehavebeen manyinstances postNovember
8 where people with large sums of demonetised notes
have been caught while converting them into new
currency notes. Had the Government kept its eye
closed over such issues it would have enabled some
big fishes to escape the Taxman’s net. And in this
backdrop the measure taken by the Government to
grant such black money holders one last opportunity
to pay taxes with heavy penalty on their amount
and to have the remaining money in their hand is
appreciable. By this Act, the Government will not
only be able to get higher revenue for formulating pro
poor policies in the country but also the remaining
part of the declared income shall come into the formal
economy.

(Writer is a Research Associate at Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Research Foundation, New Delhi)
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THINKING FOR DIFFERENTLY-ABLED

® Shreya Kedia

mid daily adjournments following

demonetisation, it was heartening to witness

the Rajya Sabha pass a crucial piece of

legislation, the only parliamentary work
done this Winter Session, to address the concerns of
one of the most marginalised sections of society. It is
almostaftera decade that Indiaratified its commitment
to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities by approving this domestic
law that is in conformity with the charter.

Nevertheless, now that the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Bill, 2016, has been passed by both
the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha, efforts must be
made to ensure that the provisions of the Bill do
not remain on paper only, but are implemented in
letter and spirit, with a sense of purpose, to enhance
the rights and entitlements of the disabled, for their
enhanced integration into society.

Crucially, the new Bill seeks to address the
discrimination that the disabled community had been
facing - they get segregated, face discrimination and
barriers at work place and schools, and also suffer from
stereotypes. As per Census 2011, only 2.2 per cent
of the Indian population have disabilities. However,
there is a lurking fear that the numbers could be
higher, somewhere around four to five per cent of
the population. Of these figures, about 64 per cent
of the disabled people were unemployed. In a bid to
address this double disability, the Bill seeks to increase
reservations for them in higher education and also in
employment.

Another key amendment of the Bill is that it
imposes putative action against those who are found
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discriminating. Violators had until now enjoyed a
free run, owing to lack of retaliatory punishment for
non-compliance in the 1995 Act. The new Bill will
comes as a deterrent for them as it seeks to impose
both, heavy penalties and jail term. The new Bill is
in compliance with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Accessible India Campaign, and seeks to make all
Government and public buildings disabled-friendly.
The onus now falls on the authorities to make ensure
that the disabled enjoy their constitutional rights.
Now that the country has taken a big step, through
this global commitment, ground efforts must be made
to improve the lives of the disabled and for holistic
participation and integration of the disabled with the
society.

The enhanced provisions of the new Bill are as follows:

B Expanding its ambit, the new Bill goes on to
recognise a total of 19 conditions under disability:
Autism spectrum disorder; low vision; blindness;
cerebral palsy; deaf blindness; hemophilia; hearing
impairment; leprosy cured person; intellectual
disability; mental illness; locomotor disability;
muscular dystrophy; multiple sclerosis; specific
learning disabilities; speech and language disability;
sickle cell disease; thalassemia; chronic neurological
conditions and multiple disability.

m Additionally, it recognises disabilities resulting from
acid attacks and parkinson’s disease.

B Gives the Union Government the liberty to notify
any other condition as a disability.

B Individuals with 40 per cent disability will be
entitled to a few benefits which include reservations
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in education institutes and employment in offices,
preference in Government schemes, among others.

®m With an aim to give the disabled more rights and
entitlements, besides Government buildings, the Bill
seeks to make public buildings - hospitals, modes of
transport, polling stations — disabled-friendly for easy
access to all.

B Reservation in higher education institutions and in
Government offices have been increased from three
per cent to five per cent for the disabled.

B Provides for an imprisonment of at least six months
up to two years, along with a fine ranging between
Rs 10,000 and five lakh rupees for those found
discriminating against the differently-abled.

B Children between the ages of six to 18 years,
with a benchmark disability, have the right to free
education in a neighbourhood school or special
school if required. Additionally, all Government and
Government-aided institutions of higher education
are required to reserve at least five per cent of seats for
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persons with benchmark disabilities. For admission
in higher education institutions, they will be allowed
relaxation in the upper age limit, by five years.

B Five per cent of Government-owned or controlled
establishments shall be reserved for persons with
benchmark disabilities. One per cent of this must be
reserved for persons with (i) blindness and low vision;
(ii) hearing and speech impairment; (iii) locomotor
disability; (iv) autism, intellectual disability and
mental illness; (v) multiple disabilities. In case of
mentally ill persons, district courts can award two
types of guardianship.

® For mentally ill persons, the Bill lays down two
provisions: First, a limited guardian who will take
decisions jointly with the mentally ill person. Second,
a plenary guardian will take decisions on behalf of the
mentally ill person, without consulting him.

(The writer is a columnist)
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CRYPTO-TOTALITARIANS PREVENT
NARENDRA MODI FROM SPEAKING IN
PARLIAMENT

® Dr. Anirban Ganguly

hen genuflecting intellectuals with
cleverly concealed dynastic loyalties
write with a clear political objective of

denigrating a particular personality, they are explained

away — by a section - as genuine scholars. While
posing to be neutral assessors of Indian politics, these
types have actually spent a lifetime earning laurels,
positions and pelf for their articulate lampooning of a
certain trend of thought and of action which differed
from the monochromatic reading of India that their
political masters sought to impose.

In short, in academics and intellectual

assessments they exude the very type of bhakti that
they keep warning against in politics. But camouflaged
intellectual bhakti is more dangerous than an open
display of adherence. For these types, those who
write about Narendra Modi, or choose to explain and
interpret his words and vision of governance, of India,
of India first, of cleansing the system are to be bracketed
as “bhakts” while they arrogate to themselves the label
of free thinkers and “genuine” intellectuals.

A certain one among these — at times the most
confused among the lot - has compared Narendra
Modi and Indira Gandhi and sees an imaginery
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personality cult around Modi, which he argues, can
“severely damage” Indian democracy. For those who
have actually seen the period when Indira Gandhi
assumed dictatorial powers, would surely laugh at
such a facile comparison.

Indira then and her family even now have
always tried to talk their way out of any discussion
on the Emergency. Till date one has hardly ever heard
them utter any significant recant on the black deeds
of that period. For those who have not come up to the
mantle of leadership from the grassroots, or have not
risen through incessant struggles and a mingling with
the ordinary workers of a political party, episodes
like the Emergency have scant import. Indira and
her descendents or political heirs have always had it
easy hence the sacredness of India’s democratic spirit
is a notion and not a pulsating reality that they can
empathise and identify with.

Modi has of course come up literally from
the railway platform and spent the majority of his
peripatetic youthful years in actually interacting
with the constituent roots of this country and in
internalising their aspirations. During Emergency
he was among the thousands of activists of the Jana
Sangh and RSS who struggled to save democracy from
Indira’s prisons. The securing of India’s democratic
aspirations is thus deeply internalised in his world-
view, this requires no reiteration. The Congress’s first
family and its courtier intellectuals prefer to omit this
cardinal aspect while trying to paint Modi as a dictator.
In Gujarat then and in Delhi now Modi did not and
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does not have the luxury of overturning mandates,
subverting assemblies, surpassing the judiciary and
toppling state governments in the manner, Nehru,
Indira and her progenies did.

The danger is not that Modi may turn into a
dictator, far from it; the danger is that his detractors
and political opponents will try to falsify and suppress
the democratic mandate he has earned after a grind and
will submerge it in the well of rhetoric and gas talks on
peoples’ welfare. The recent habit of not allowing him
to speak in Parliament, of subverting the tradition of
parliamentary debate is an early manifestation of that
attempt.

In fact these crypto totalitarians have always
exuded contempt for any democratic mandate
that has been won by leaders other than them.
Since Narendra Modi won a legitimate democratic
mandate — the largest in three decades - in course
of an election that has intellectually and politically
exposed them, they choose to denigrate it and employ
their bhakt-intellectuals to raise the bogey of fascism
and of dictatorship. It is they who are the actual
propagandists...

(A version of this article 1st appeared in the Sunday
Standard, 18th December 2016)
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RIS, THIAT STFS 3T STRISH L & | T 351 § i qaTet IITer |
ST S AT AT HTshH ohT SIS ST 8 L EATHT 9T f3ham 72 81 6
TS SUTEAT R SITEE 3 T 3T AT Tk T ik e
T =T TR G ATet QU 9| I8 3T o1 & o 34k s, fgia
R Aferdt bt ==t aTereTg ST wHTSaTe Y qerT § 9E HE g8 81 9 39
TR % ATe o, SiT He% o WA A0 Y S TR o6 Ay Y
T LA 2| TR H FT o TOR-J=R TS TR 6 Jureft & &9 § T 3T
SR TG T T HTeT § TSI STH 2| STag T 7 ofepeor 3 Tt
1 I I hT TGl & fodm A1 s g T oft 1 % SR T A
YR T & ST AT G A S T=R o farferer Aresm Suetsy € K
STl T 3T AT e g o ferferer aier +ft @it forg 7w &, amersie 36
T % HATH S & HHEYCH T ST 7T FHAT Tgfd o e <7 fpama

q T oY 337 o foTU €1 GaTet S0 SrdTeet & & H 7T 31 76T

1 T &, 3 A= Torelt ft v o wifr 2t 21 30 foreret @ s e ar e
ST 19 HEA GRT h ST TET I YRS qUIqaT AT WIeHT o ST7ET
1 16-18 T qoh HioTer # =it 39 ST # g et fie =tem
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FuyraT # e SR foReT 8 T 1 GeRicH HAEETE o 3X
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oAt et STt o fore e R R it e 1 21 fee wmStaet
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a7, foresh FeRTERT T S 3 it forer forg €, swent ot quican
GO T FT T AT TR Tl o ETeATa o1 &, 3 fopelt 4 et
TET 21 31T &7 T HTH TR o BT H ST SiET o BT W IERT o ST
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o STIITETE ! U 7 G| ifsd 4 et Sureams 3=t &nlt & T
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QAfeFH, et ThI ST 38 e e fohaT 7| 37T T |t
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femm 2 FoF &0 oot & for oft et ox i 8 gt 2l S
T=IAT T ST L © AT SLITESA I 5 937 3hT AT 327 H AT THISTITET
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HEART OF ASIA CONFERENCE IN AMRITSAR:
INDIA’S ENDEAVOUR TO PROMOTE
POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS &
REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR
STABLE & PROSPEROUS AFGHANISTAN

® Siddharth Singh

his unique platform of “Heart of Asia”

brings together the countries and

organisations of the region and beyond in
their efforts to consolidate Afghanistan as a modern
and growing democracy. It has been India’s endeavour
to promote political consultations and regional
cooperation through this platform for a strong,
independent and prosperous Afghanistan. The theme
for the Heart of Asia Process this year was ‘Addressing
Challenges, Achieving Prosperity” As Afghanistan
faces the challenges related to its multiple transitions,
India has always taken a stand that a focused and
sustained support will be required from all friends
of Afghanistan in the international community for
overcoming these challenges and achieving durable
peace and prosperity.

A key focus during Indias co-chairmanship
of conference this year was to centre-stage the
importance of connectivity for Afghanistan.
Promoting it remains at the very core of India’s
cooperation with Afghanistan and also in the region.
For India, the issue of connectivity for Afghanistan is
not a mere talking-point. India has always said that
the lack of connectivity directly impacts the economic,
security and political situation in Afghanistan. A well
connected Afghanistan will be economically vibrant
and prosperous and also politically stable. It will be
able to engage the energies of its youth and attract its
talents back from the foreign lands.

The Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process (HoA) was

founded on November 2nd, 2011 in Istanbul, Turkey.
The Heart of Asia provides a platform for sincere
and results-oriented regional cooperation by placing
Afghanistan at its center, in recognition of the fact
that a secure and stable Afghanistan is vital to the
prosperity of the Heart of Asia region.This platform
was established to address the shared challenges
and interests of Afghanistan and its neighbours and
regional partners. The Heart of Asia is comprised of
14 participating countries, 17 supporting countries,
and 12 supporting regional and international
organizations.

India chose Amritsar— a city bordering
Pakistan—as the venue for the sixth Heart of Asia
ministerial conference on Afghanistan.The choice
of Amritsar was in line with the Narendra Modi
government’s policy to move international conferences
out of the national capital and showcase other cities
in India. Apart from that, the choice of Amritsar also
lends to the theme of connectivity, which is central
to the Heart of Asia conference this year, having
been a stop on the old Grand Trunk (GT) Road that
once seamlessly connected Bangladesh to Peshawar
in Pakistan, close to the border with Afghanistan.
And New Delhi’s choice was aimed at sending out a
message to Pakistan which has been seen as the main
deal breaker when it comes to integrating South Asia.

In recent past, India has highlighted Pakistan’s
role in propagating terrorism at various fora which
includes the G20 meeting in September in China and
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a gathering of the world’s largest emerging economies
in Goa in October during BRICS Summit. In Amritsar
during Heart of Asia Conference also, India conveyed
a firm message to Pakistan that India, Afghanistan
and other nations in the region would continue
their pursuit for greater connectivity and regional
integration, even if Pakistan is opposed to the concept.

The Sixth Ministerial Conference of the
Heart of Asia Process ended with the adoption of
the annual Ministerial Declaration, which sets the
course for the upcoming year of the Process. The
Amritsar Declaration reiterates the commitment of
the participating countries, supporting countries, and
supporting regional and international organizations
to the Heart of Asia Process. It also recognizes the
central role of this platform in enhancing regional
cooperation to address shared challenges and to
promote security, stability and socioeconomic
development in the Heart of Asia region. The three big
issues of the conference were countering terrorism to
create stability in Afghanistan, providing Afghanistan
connectivity to strengthen economic activities and the
development which is essential for its progress.

The Amritsar declaration recognised terrorism
as the biggest threat to peace and security and
demanded immediate end to all forms of terrorism and
end to all financial support and safe havens providing
sanctuary to it. In a rap on Pakistan, Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani in his address accused Pakistan of
launching an “undeclared war” on Afghanistan by
covertly supporting several terror networks including
the Taliban. Similarly PM Modi also called for
“resolute action” not just against forces of terrorism
but also against those who support, shelter, train and
finance them.

The Amritsar declaration states the urgency to
respond to the nexus between drugs and its financial
support for terrorist entities in Afghanistan. To disrupt
these links, the Heart of Asia countries intended to
increase dialogue between their relevant ministries
and agencies to tackle this menace. The Amritsar
declaration also calls for early finalisation of the draft

@ INDIA'S WORLD OF DIPLOMACY

comprehensive convention on international terrorism.
It also looks at the early meeting of experts to discuss a
draft regional counter terrorism framework strategy.

The declaration states the welcoming of the
agreements between the international community
and Afghanistan for continued financial support to
the Afghanistan National Defence and Security Forces
(ANDSF) until 2020. Furthermore, discussions and
the Declaration reiterated strong support from Heart
of Asia countries for use of Afghanistan’s location to
enhance wider and regional economic cooperation.
Specific initiatives in this regard including Iran-
India-Afghanistan trilateral agreement on developing
Chabahar has been acknowledged in the declaration.
Earlier this year, India, Iran and Afghanistan had
achieved a milestone by signing the trilateral transit
and transport agreement for provision of year-
round and reliable connectivity to Afghanistan via
Chahbahar in Iran. This endeavour will overcome
the lack of direct overland access for Afghanistan
through Indian markets. Afghanistan will further
benefit from the zero duty available to Afghanistan’s
exports to India. Benefits to Afghanistan will accrue if
Afghan trucks could carry Indian products to markets
in Afghanistan, Central Asia and beyond and indeed
vice-versa.

All countries recognized that terrorism,
violent extremism, radicalization, separatism, and
sectarianism and linkages among them are the gravest
challenges that the Heart of Asia region and the rest of
theinternational community is facing in contemporary
times and these problems would continue to pose a
severe threat to the sovereignty, territorial integrity,
economic development and bilateral and regional
cooperation, accordingly all countries unanimously
decided to renew their strong commitment to
strengthening comprehensive cooperation among the
Heart of Asia countries and intensify the efforts to
combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations
through solidarity and collective action.

(Siddharth Singh is a student of International
Studies in Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi)
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SALIENT POINTS OF SPEECH BY SHRI
AMIT SHAH ADDRESSING KARYAKARTA
SAMMELAN IN RAIPUR ON
12™ DECEMBER 2016
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DISCUSSION ON “THE MODI
DOCTRINE: NEW PARADIGMS IN
INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY”

AT SATHAYE COLLEGE,
VILEPARIE (E), MUMBAI
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“The gignatic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic
and political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength
and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a programme of
work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will
be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world.”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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