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“A suitable candidate to a man of commonsense should be one who can
represent the party’s views in the legislature, who has been nursing his
constituency and can claim to air the feelings of its people.”

-Pt. Deendayal Upadhyaya
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A Great and Passionate Love for Bharatmata -
tribute to Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Dr. Anirban Ganguly

For Syama Prasad,

as he himself

once described it,
separatism and
constriction’ are both
banes of our national
life and have therefore
to be resisted, opposed
and arrested. It was
this driving philosophy
that saw him take
positions which now
in hindsight only prove
his prescience and
foresight — qualities
that only perhaps
Sardar Patel and a few
other leaders of that
era demonstrated in
great measure.

India, Acharya ].B.Kripalani, expressed and articulated the emotions of

millions of his countrymen when he movingly wrote, ‘T wish to record the
great and passionate love that he had for Bharatmata and her unity. Only political
diehards can deny this. It was this passionate love for his country that made him
resign his seat in the Bengal Cabinet in 1942 as a protest against the cruel repression
of a foreign government. It was this love that again made him resign his seat in the
Central Cabinet under the first Congress government in free India, on the issue of
the treatment of Hindus in Pakistan and their exodus to India. It was, I believe, the
love for the unity of India that made him participate in the Jammu agitation which
unfortunately cost him his life and deprived the nation of his services’

I n his tribute to Syama Prasad Mookerjee, one of the tallest leaders of modern

It was this ‘great and passionate love’ for Bharatmata that essentially defined
Syama Prasad’s public life and unfailingly propelled his actions. It is only the
‘political diehards, for whom the term and vision of ‘India’s national interest’ is
non-existent, who have consistently worked to suppress, misrepresent or create a
cleverly crafted miasma of falsehood around Syama Prasad’s legacy and life.

From the beyond passage of time, of decades and of our collective memory,
Syama Prasad still stands out as a sentinel against that mindset which seeks to
dissolve and dilute the essential and civilisational vision of our existence as a nation
and a people. Each time therefore his legacy is reiterated, every time he is invoked,
whenever attempts have been made to seriously examine the many facets of his
life these ‘political diehards’ have always rallied around pounding their maces of
falsehood. Prominent among these today are the worshippers and propitiators of a
crass culture of vote-bank politics.

For Syama Prasad, as he himself once described it, ‘separatism and
constriction” are both banes of our national life and have therefore to be resisted,
opposed and arrested. It was this driving philosophy that saw him take positions
which now in hindsight only prove his prescience and foresight — qualities that
only perhaps Sardar Patel and a few other leaders of that era demonstrated in great
measure.

To those who came in touch with him and worked with him either in their
political, official and educational capacities, Syama Prasad was the leader - exuding
a deep insight and attention for details, an indefatigable energy for sustained work
and application, a deep understanding of human issues and political problems,
Syama Prasad endeared himself to people cutting across divides and ideologies. As
one of his associates observed, ‘unlike most ambitious men, he had a very warm
heart for his friends - in fact, for anyone in distress. It was these qualities combined
with a deep connect with his people that led him to undertake the huge famine
relief initiative during the genocidal Bengal famine of 1943. When comrades and

June - July 2017 4 .



@ EDITORIAL

collaborators were busy spinning tales, subverting and
trying to douse the final conflagration of our fight to
freedom, Syama Prasad resigned his seat in the Bengal
cabinet and plunged wholeheartedly in this final
struggle. ‘His patriotic mind, noted Asutosh Lahiry a
towering nationalist leader, ‘revolted against the manner
the ‘Quit India® movement was being suppressed...
unspeakable atrocities were being committed’ and
Syama Prasad felt ‘he could no longer associate himself
with an Administration which perpetrated such crimes’
His letter of resignation ‘was a historic document,
and constituted a scathing indictment of the British
administration of the time’

As the legendary art historian and philosopher O.C.
Ganguly (1881-1974) who had worked closely with
Syama Prasad in the University of Calcutta wrote, ‘his
sincere patriotism and championship of the people’s
causes areillustrated in his work as Minister in the Bengal
Cabinet and as Minister of Commerce in the Central
Cabinet. He never cared for well-paid offices and posts
for realising personal ambition and profit, but several
times resigned from the posts of Minister as soon as he
found that he could not support the prevailing cabinet
policy, because it happened to go against the interest of
the common people’

A young Deputy Secretary in his ministry at
the Centre, for example, observed how ‘his cheering
smile and unfailing courtesy had endeared him to all
his Officers and men who ungrudgingly worked long
hours daily feeling that to be associated with such a man

was indeed a great fortune and honour. His clarity of
thought could hardly be surpassed and many difficult
problems relating to his Ministry he would solve with
almost uncanny ease. While his officers and men
worked hard for him, he worked even harder so that
work in his Ministry may be disposed of promptly’

Yet it was his continuing connect with his people,
his adherence to his commitment which gradually
turned Syama Prasad, especially in the last phase of his
political life, into a truly pan-Indian leader, one who
could challenge the status quo and dare to create a new
narrative of national regeneration. In those heady days
of Nehruvianism such an act was often seen as fallacious
and chimerical by the cautious and calculating.

Perhaps O.C. Ganguly sums best, the life of one
he so closely observed, ‘As an eminent educationist, as
an ardent champion of Hindu Culture, as a distinguished
litterateur, as a passionate and sincere patriot, as a friend
and champion of the oppressed and down-trodden,
as an able Parliamentarian, as an eloquent orator, as
a devoted servant of the people, and, above all, as a
Humanist, the name of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
will go down in the pages history as one of the most
distinguished figures that adorned and illuminated the
variegated firmament of contemporary India’

Syama Prasad continues to appeal and inspire
those whose life and work revolve around the vision of
a sovereign, self-reliant, self-possessed image of India...
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Salient Points of PM Narendra Modi’s “Mann Ki
Baat” programme on All India Radio
on 25" June, 2017

®m Weather is changing. The monsoon seems to be on
time, bringing a relief from the heat.

B Greetings to everyone on Rath Yatra. The poor of
India are attached to Lord Jagannath.

® Those who have studied the life and works of Dr. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar, would have observed that he had
wholeheartedly praised the Lord Jagannath temple and
its traditions, since, social justice and social equality
were inherent to these.

B The movement to clean India is a mass movement. It
is no longer restricted to Governments alone.

m Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.

B The Emergency will be remembered for the way in
which people of India came together and safeguarded
the democratic values.

B On 21st June, the rays of the sun were welcomed with
people practicing Yoga.

B Yoga is about fitness and wellness.

m India’s diversity is its unique characteristic, and India’s
diversity is also its strength.

m We know that in our country there are three states
that have already been declared Open Defecation Free
states, that is, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh and Kerala.

m Uttarakhand and Haryana have also been declared
ODE this week. I express my gratitude to the
administration, government and especially the people
of these five states, for achieving this objective.

B From the seashores to the mountains, people
welcomed the first rays of the sun, with Yoga. Which
Indian wouldn’t be proud of this!

® Giving a book or a Khadi product always helps. It is
long lasting.

B Government E-Marketplace - about transparency,
empowerment and enterprise.

W Sports has several benefits. Those who play, shine.
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Salient Points of PM Narendra Modi’s address on
the occasion of Chartered Accountants’ Day
on 15t July, 2017

B The CA community looks after the economic health
of society.

B A country where a select few loot, such a nation
cannot scale new heights. These select few never want
the nation to grow.

B Our Government has taken a tough stand against
those who have looted the nation.

®m My Chartered Accountant friends, I have come here
on the occasion of the Foundation day of your institute.
I want to ask you a light question. The power to keep the
account right lies with you.

® We will always remember how the community of
professionals took a lead during the freedom struggle
of India.

B Like the lawyers did during the freedom struggle, I
urge the CAs to take the lead in the journey towards
India’s economic growth

® Instead of referring to more data, I want to put my
thoughts before you. CA brothers, a person or a client
pays taxes only when the environment around him
is conducive which motivates him to pay the taxes
honestly. If he sees that the advisor himself is asking
him to hide the truth then he will boldly traverse the
wrong path.

® Thus it is equally important to identify such wrong
advisors and take strict actions against them. And
for that you also have to take tough steps. CA is an
arrangement in which Human Resource Development
(HR) is done only by you. Curriculum is made by you
only; you conduct the exam; Rules and Regulations are
also made by you, and your institute only punishes the
culprits.

B Your signature carries immense faith, please do not
break that trust that is placed on you

B Friends, Chartered Accountants are like ambassadors
of any country’s economic system. Your work is like
that of an interface between the government and the
tax-paying companies and individuals. Your signature
is more powerful than that of a Prime Minister.

® The money collected through taxes is being used for
those brave soldiers who risk their lives on the border
to protect us.

m People talk of the big 4 accounting firms. Sadly, there
is no Indian firm there. By 2022, let us have a big 8,
where 4 firms are Indian

B You have huge responsibility in fulfilling the dreams
of a common man of this country; you can play an
important role in it.
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Salient Points of PM Modi’s Press Statement
during his visit to Israel
on 5 July, 2017

®m Thank you, Excellency, for your warm words of
welcome. And, for the exceptional generosity with your
time and friendship.

m [ am honoured to be in Israel on this exceptional visit.

m Our belief in democratic values and economic
progress has been a shared pursuit.

® Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahuand I have had
productive discussions covering an extensive menu of
issues.

m Our goal is to build a relationship that reflects our
shared priorities and draws on enduring bonds between
our peoples.

® We regard thriving two-way trade and investment
flows as the bed-rock of a strong partnership.

B Prime Minister Netanyahu and I agreed to do much
more together to protect our strategic interests.

m We also discussed the situation in West Asia and the
wider region. It is India’s hope that peace, dialogue and
restraint will prevail.

B Our people hold natural affinity and warmth for each
other.
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Dr. Uttam
Kumar Sinha

India’s climate change: an article of faith

ndia’s current policies on meeting the challenges

of climate change are steadfast. The recent news

of the Trump administration “withdrawing”
from the Paris Agreement though disconcerting has but
only resolved countries, including India to “go above
and beyond the Paris Agreement” — quite a fitting and
sensible response.

It is important not to get drawn to President
Trump’s position on climate issues. His strong
skepticism and the Republican Party position on
climate and energy, including the Paris Agreement (PA)
have been well-known. Remember, at the time of the
signing the PA in December 2015, President Obama
used the ‘executiveorder without the Senate consent. So
a withdrawal was actually on the card. However, the US
will continue to be a member of the PA till the formal
process of withdrawal is complete and that will only
happen in November 2020. Importantly, the US remains
very much part of the UNFC on CC (UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change), which it has duly
ratified and thus in principal remains committed to
the ultimate objective of the UNFCCC and that is,
“..stabilization of greenhouse gas emissions in the
atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous
anthropogenic interference with the climate system...”

Let us also be clear on what the Paris Agreement
is all about rather than merely get psyched by President
Trump’s action. First, not all countries have ratified
the PA and that includes the US but also let us not
forget many countries in the EU. Only 149 countries
of the 197 that signed in Paris have so far ratified/
accepted/approved including India. Clearly, Trump’s

withdrawal announcement is more to do with rolling
back many of President Obama’s policies. For example,
the Trump administration recently delayed for two
years a pair of rules that would have limited the release
of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, from oil and
gas operations across the country. Another reversal
of the Obama administration is a call for revising
the existing boundariesof the Bears Ears National
Historic Monument and how parts of the area should
be managed. Such policy reversals will be a common
feature of the Trump administration.

But why situate this only with Trump. The US
has always shown exceptionalism to signing treaties/
agreements but not eventually ratifying it. The UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea is well noted and
some of the other important ones include the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties in 1969 and the
Kyoto Protocol under the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change.

The third important aspect is that the Paris
Agreement is procedural and based on rules and
regulations to limit the temperature rise to two degree
Celsius from pre-industrial levels with an emphasis on
renewable energy. The PA is thus about process and
not commitment as reflected through the Intended
Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC).The
voluntary nature of the INDC outlines what post-2020
actions would be required to deal with global warming
and climate challenges. The US submitted its INDC in
2015 ahead of the Paris Agreement. While it set a new
target to reduce emissions 40 per cent below 2005 levels
by 2025, it hardly drew confidence on the provisions
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of finance and technology or on collaboration between
countries to develop environment-friendly technologies
or its obligation to create a Green Climate Fund of about
$100 billion to help developing countries to achieve
their goals. The Obama administration remained non-
committed to these critical area of climate cooperation.

India's unwavering commitment towards
meeting the challenges of climate change is not linked
to what the US or for that matter any other country
does or does not. Rightfully, Prime Minister Modi in
a joint press conference with French President Macron
said, “The protection of the environment and the
mother planet is an article of faith.” In the past, issues of
‘who is to blame’ underpinned all negotiations and not
surprisingly actions towards climate change invariably
reached deadlocks and logjams.

In the last three years the Modi-government has
looked at its domestic strength and focused on growth
with a strong emphasis on renewable energy. India’s
calculations and targets as defined by its INDC remain
independent of US actions. India is leapfrogging the US
with ambitious renewable energy goals and achieving
them. In the US recent figures suggest that 64 per cent
of electricity comes from fossil fuels and renewable
sources like solar, wind, and hydropower account for
only 15 per cent. India plans to get nearly 60 per cent
of its energy from non-fossil fuel sources by 2027, and
is on track to exceed the goals. The energy market is
dynamic and vibrant in India growing at 6-7 per cent
annually. The renewable energy sector is even better
with a growth of 25 per cent annually. The Modi’s
government’s commitment to renewable energy and
with falling prices for clean technology makes India an
attractive destination for global capital.

Despite Trump’s negative pitch on the Paris Agreement,
India and the US can bilaterally partner on clean energy.
Mechanisms for such partnership have already taken

roots. In September 2014, the two countries pledged to
strengthen and expand the highly successful US-India
Partnership to Advance Clean Energy (PACE) and
mobilize money to support clean energy development.
Thereon, the US-India Clean Energy Finance Task Force
and the US-India Clean Energy Finance (USICEF)
Initiative have become important finance hubs for clean
energy. Trump can ignore climate issues but cannot
really dismiss India’s enormous market for US suppliers.
Support and cooperation from the US remains critical
in the energy sector.

The coal sector, the ugly duckling of energy,
is vital for India’s growth. In recent years, Coal India
Limited shut down 37 mines due to economic non-
viability. Likewise coal imports have fallen rapidly with
no plans to build new coal-fired power plants. Despite
such moves by the government, a rethink can bring
gainful alignment with the US. With clean technology,
finance, converting coal to synthetic gas, and with US
help in building smart grids and reducing transmission
loses, coal can become a key driver to Indias climate
policy and its energy mix, and all this without
compromising India’s position as global sustainability
leader or its spearheading the International Solar
Alliance.

(The author is Fellow at the Institute of Defence
Studies & Analysis (IDSA), New Delhi, besides being
a columnist and a leading expert on water issues.
The views expressed are his own)
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Amb. P. Stobdan

India — Russia Relations: Arresting the Drift

here is no doubt that the meeting between

Prime Minister Modi and President Putin in

St Petersburg in early June was remarkably
different from previous meetings they had in the past,
not only in terms of what has been achieved for bilateral
ties, but mainly for retrieving the kind of drift that had
witnessed in the relationship in the recent years.

The drift, even though may have been at the level
of perception, was widening critically and unnecessarily
which was not in the interest of either Russia or

India. The differences if any appeared superficial and
unwarranted. The two-day interactions between the
two leaders in St Petersburg greatly helped remove
those misperceptions for good. For example, the kind
of body language exuded by Modi and Putin this time,
especially the warm embrace, the hand-in-hand walk in
the park in St Petersburg and the kind of personal bond
displayed by the two leaders was not visible in the last
there years when they met at different places. In fact,
the two day Summit meeting reminded people of the
older days of Indo-Soviet relations.

T



@ SPECIALARTICLE

There is certainly no need to spell out the
reasons that may have caused a sense of confusion
between the two old friends, but the changes noticeable
now could be a reflection of deep realization on the
both sides of the futility of venturing into something
which is uncertain and unrealistic.

Needless to say that most Indians were although
aware of Russias growing closeness with China, but
they were unprepared to hear Moscow’s increasing
inclinations for supporting Pakistan militarily. In this
regard, one can brush aside every other consideration
but certainly cannot ignore one particular fact that
Pakistan for too long consciously adopted and continues
to adopt a policy of strategic denial for a direct physical
connect between India and Russia. This reality is not
going to change even if we are talking about creating
Eurasian regional integration under the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

Misperceptions had arisen among Russians
about Indias growing technological cooperation
between India and the United States. However, from
India’s perspective, closer ties with Washington ought
not to prevent it from boosting ties with Russia and
China, for which India already has multiple avenues
for engagement, such as under the RIC, BRICS, EEU
and SCO. It is also a fact that in the changed situation
even the Russians are also keen to have better ties with
Washington.

Importantly, it needs to be underlined that the
core of India-Russia relationship is not actually built
on the basis of certain transactional values that most
states normally rely on. In this sense, India-Russia ties
are actually insignificant, for example, bilateral trade
has been stagnant at $7-8 billions. Russia’s investment
in India is merely $4 billion and Indian investment
in Russia is just $8 billion. Instead, the relationship is
intrinsically built on deeply shared trust and conviction
not just between the governments but also among the
ordinary people in the two countries. It is a real fact that
Indians have no tradition of trusting another nation
except Russia especially in terms of relying on Moscow
when it comes to upholding national sovereignty in
times of serious challenges.

Most interestingly, President Putin this time
has satisfactorily removed all the doubts on issues that
mattered to India, especially allaying all misgivings

about Russia’s ties with Pakistan. Russia has also once
again stood up in terms of unconditionally supporting
India on the issue of cross-border terrorism, supporting
India’s earliest entry the UN Security Council, Nuclear
Suppliers Group, and the Wassenaar Arrangement, etc.
This is the most critical part of the Summit meeting this
year.

The meeting this time broadly signified that
neither is Moscow simply going by Beijing’s dictum nor
has New Delhi shed its long exercised autonomy in its
foreign policy conduct and that relationship with Russia
still remains a high priority for India. It also signified
that left to themselves, without any exterior influence,
India and Russia are just a natural ally.

Thisyear(2017)alsomarked the70thanniversary
of diplomatic relations between India and Russia,
which also signified a high degree of convergence on
various bilateral and global matters. The St. Petersburg
Declaration has become a new benchmark of India-
Russia relations in an era of turbulent and uncertain but
also an interdependent and interconnected world. With
this, the relationship has been satisfactorily brought
back to the track.

However, despite all the good understanding
the two countries are bound to have differences at
the tactical level such as on the issue of Afghanistan.
From India’s perspective, Russia’s evolving bureaucratic
approach and the kind of policy thinking pursued on
Afghanistan especially to realise a Pakistani-led or the
Taliban oriented solution for peace in Afghanistan will
be good for neither Russia or for the Central Asian
states.

Similarly, Russias moving too closer towards
China will upset the balance of power against India.
This is likely to continue to be a matter of concern to
India. Moreover, the Russian economy will finally get
sucked into the Chinese economy which will not be a
happy situation for India.

However, the new found bonhomie between
Modi and Putin will have no meaning unless the two
leaders avail fresh opportunities for providing new
direction to the ties.

Obviously, it is high time that India-Russia
ties have to move beyond the existing buyer-seller
relationship in military equipments. For building an
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endeavouring future ties between the two nations,
there is no other way but to enhance the level of energy
cooperation. The agreement on Units 5 and 6 of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant is excellent but
the key potential for the future lay in realising a long-
distance pipeline for supplying gas and oil from Siberia
to India. Discussions in this regard has been held
earlier, but one wonders why Russia cannot pressurise
China for the use of Chinese territory as transit route
to reach out to India in the same manner China tries to
use Russian territory to reach out to European market.

Of course, Russia still remains India’s principal
supplier of military weapons. In 2012-16, Russia
supplied 68% of our arms imports. USA was only
second with 14%. That Russia continues to supply
India its most sensitive technologies is a fact. Of course,
India and Russia need to expand the scope of defence
cooperation. Ideally, the two countries should have
already gone ahead for the most prestigious defence
deal like the co-development and production of the
Sukhoi/HAL Fifth Generation Fighter Aircraft (FGFA).

However, the good news is that India and Russia
have seemingly reached an agreement last year for New
Delhi to lease a second Project 971 Shchuka-B (NATO:
Akula-class) nuclear attack submarine (SSN). Equally
important is the decision to sell S-400 battalions
probably 4 or 5 of them and also 4 Admiral Grigorovich
class naval frigates.

Most significantly, Russias formal approval
this time for creating a joint venture with India for
production of the Kamov-226T light utility helicopter
should keep the defence cooperation moving ahead.
The decision for the production of Ka-226T helicopters
under ‘Make in India’ project was announced in October
2016. The commercial viability of Ka-226T is going to
be extremely good because of increasing demand for
civil helicopters.

On the economic front, much will depend
on how quickly the two countries will solve some of
the impediments like the connectivity issue. India,
Russia and Iran have been working towards the early
implementation of the International North South
Transportation Corridor (INSTC), which has moved to
fast-track stage after India decided to join international
customs convention TIR following cabinet approval.

INSTC that was formalised in 2002 is a

7200-km-long proposed multi-modal (ship, rail and
road) transportation system connecting Indian Ocean
and Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via Iran to Russia
and North Europe. Apart from the original members
India, Russia and Iran, 11 other countries including
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria (observer
status), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Syria,
Tajikistan, Turkey and Ukraine are INSTC members.

In the absence of viable surface transport
connectivity, Indian goods to Russia and Central Asia
move either through the sea route via Rotterdam to St
Petersburg or from the Chinese port of Qingdao that
take over 50 days with the logistic difficulties.

The recent studies showed that this route can
reduce time and cost of container delivery by 30-40
percent and once the flow of goods from two Iranian
ports begins the corridors will move 30 to 50 million
tons of goods per year. Indias trade volume with
Eurasian region is minimal; around $8-9 billion with
Russia, less than $1 billion with Central Asian countries
and $28 billion with INSTC members. According to a
recent Study report suggests that the potential growth
of trade between India and Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU) is $37-62 billion.

Therefore, India has been exploring different
variants of transport connectivity with Eurasia which
are realistically attainable. Apart from INSTC, which
is inching closer to operational stage, India is also
exploring the prospect of enlarging both the operational
and practical scope of Chabahar Port to become a vital
gateway to Eurasia as the port gives ready access to a
number of trade corridors (existing and planned).

Transport connectivity from Chabahar is viable
in terms of its competitiveness — distance, cost, delivery,
market access, sustainability and safety of goods
and cargo to and from Eurasia. Besides, Chabahar
transit route would potentially provide the landlocked
countries with the shortest land route to conduct their
maritime trade with countries in the Indian Ocean
region. India is particularly envisaging how the twin
INSTC and Chabahar port will complement each other
for optimizing India connectivity with Russia and
Eurasia. According to some estimate, Chabahar route
plus the INSTC could boost trade worth up to $170
billion from India to Eurasia ($60.6 billion export and
$107.4 billion import).
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Also, the prospect for enhancing economic
cooperation will only grow if the private sector from
both Russia and India are encouraged to undertake
trade and commercial ties between the two countries.
Otherwise, the bilateral trade will be stuck around $10
billion and no more.

So far, both India and Russia are unable to
attract to each other the best of young talents working
in the field of science and technology. Russia doesn’t
provide the means such as scholarships for young
Indian scientists to work in Russian institutions.

There is also a realisation that even though the
Russian people carry lots of warmth for Indians, but
Russia’s bureaucratic system is too hard for Indians
to understand that actually deters even the private
India businessmen to go to Russia for promoting their
businesses. Instead, they prefer to do business with
China.

On SCO, India has taken a broader view to
seriously engage with Eurasian region - the reason why
our Government has been keenly pursuing for a formal
entry into the organization despite certain criticism
even at the domestic level against joining the SCO.

India’s philosophy of joining the SCO has been very
simple and clear from the beginning when it joined as
one of the Observers of the grouping in 2005.

Firstly, India’s interest in joining the SCO is
linked to its traditional and historical affinity with the
countries of Eurasia which are of course deeper than
the exigencies of contemporary international politics.
India always had a non-transactional interest in Central
Asia - an emotional connection to the region with deep
historical roots that needs no elaboration.

Secondly, India’s own stakes are directly linked
to the peace, prosperity and stability of Central Asia.
That is why, during the last two and half decades,
India followed an extremely calibrated approach of
maintaining a close engagement with all the five Central
Asia states.

In the years ahead, India will be keen to
contribute to SCO’s development and add value to the
grouping in a meaningful way. India seeks opportunities
to get constructively engaged in addressing the shared
regional security concerns, especially for combating

terrorism and containing threats posed by ISIS, al
Qaida and the Taliban.

As stated above, Indias aspiration in the
SCO is linked to realisation of its long cherished aim
of increasing trade and connectivity ties with the
landlocked belt of Central Asia. India is currently
operating at a competitive disadvantage because of the
extra costs and time spent in transit for tradable goods.
Besides, recurring geopolitical issues too have inhibited
proper flow of goods between the SCO countries and
India.

India does recognize that a set of connectivity
projects envisaged for the region are highly significant
for regional integration, and here, the SCO could play
an intersecting role between South and Central Asia -
especially for implementing trans-regional economic
projects. Therefore, India has undertaken connectivity
policy measures primarily to elaborate the imperatives
of reengaging with Central Asia. And here, apart from
availing trade and investment facilitation, India sees the
wider benefit of creating opportunities for productivity
enhancement of goods and services, to increase ICT
networks; energy networks; people-to-people networks;
and promotion of knowledge-based economies.

India considers its membership in the SCO
highly significant. It will ensure that India plays a useful
role in developing Central Asia as a zone of peace,
stability and prosperity.

India is keen to raise its standing in the SCO
while entering into the Eurasia integration path firstly
by seeking an early stitching of its FTA with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU) which has a combined GDP of
more than $2.2 trillion. In fact, India and Russia has
just begun formal negotiation in this regard and once
it comes into force, it could open up unhindered flow
of raw-materials, inflow of capital and technology
from India to the vast Eurasian market and its growth
centres. The new connectivity would pave the way for
Russia and Belorussia joining the manufacturing sector
in India so that they can also access the markets in
SAARC, ASEAN and Africa.

Importantly, against this backdrop, India
and Russia agreed in St Petersburg that “connectivity
projects should be based on dialogue and consent of
all parties concerned with due respect to sovereignty”
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Both India and Russia appreciated the compelling
logic of regional connectivity for peace, progress and
prosperity, but it must be “guided by the principles of
transparency, sustainability and responsibility.”

Certainly, Central Asians privately consider
China as a threat. In the past, China used SCO to dilute
Russian opposition for its slow penetration into the
region. Today, Chinese interests in Central Asia have
become more entrenched. In fact, China is taking
every opportunity to exploit the rift between the West
and Russia. The sanctions and fall in oil prices actually
helped suck Russian economy towards China. The BRI
is going to further weaken Russia’s strategic hold in the
region.

At the same time, I think that despite all the
rhetoric of Sino-Russian bonhomie, Moscow seems far
from happy about losing pre-eminence in Central Asia.
For now, Russia, due to its recent economic woes, is
unable to make large-scale commitments, but Russians
privately resent Chinese exploiting their economic
Achilles heel and outright tendency of Chinese
companies to steal projects from them.

Even though, Russia and China tends to invoke
the facade of their “mutual understanding” for the
sake of limiting US presence in the region, but the
undercurrents of their rivalry is glaring even in the
security domain.

Russia still remains the main security
guarantor, but Beijing has been forging its own security
cooperation with Central Asian states including on
counter-terrorism. China’s initiative to form QCCM in
2016 with the involvement of Tajikistan, Afghanistan
and Pakistan demonstrated its intension to assert own
security agenda in the region, albeit in the garb of
protecting its interests.

Against all these, Moscow should try to protect
its interests by encouraging more countries in Central
Asiatojoin the EEU. In fact, some of the EEU’s measures
to limit the flow of Chinese goods by imposing import
restrictions into Central Asian markets may have badly
hurt Chinese trade in the recent years.

And here, in spite of the symbiotic synergy
formalized between OBOR and the Russia-driven
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) in 2015, President
Putin is fervently seen enlarging the scope of EEU to
bring over 50 European, Asian and Latin American
states under its ambit.

Let us not forget, in Beijing, President Putin
talked about building a “Greater Eurasia® partnership
through integration of EEU, OBOR, the SCO, and
ASEAN. Instead, he used China’s BRI forum to spell out
his own vision of building “Greater to build transport
corridors by “expanding the capacity of the Baikal-
Amur Mainline (BAM), the Trans-Siberian Railway,
and the Northeast Passage.” These kind of thinking are
certainly good signs and India should be happy to join
the Russian Greater Eurasian integration process once
the EEU-India FTA becomes operational.

To be sure, India would like use the SCO
atmosphere for building better convergences with
China and Russia and also to ensure that the forum is
used for minimizing the intensity of China-Pakistan
alignment that actually undercut India’s direct access to
Eurasia.

If nothing else, the limited immediate benefits
for India of joining SCO will be more than compensated
for by improved diplomatic access to Russia and Central
Asia.

The Modi-Putin summit in St. Petersburg
announces a new calibration in India-Russia
relationship, it has imparted it a new dynamism and a
long term momentum.

(The author is a Senior Fellow, Institute for Defence
Studies & Analysis (IDSA), New Delhi and is an
expert on Central Asia and Russia. The views
expressed are his own)
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ST shY TSIT o STet STel S st gt Tt #
ST e HY SG 1+ 27 hY Tehd | TG ST o 70 T 92T ohi faetisiell
ToHT EE ToRa. ShTeiT o weiy § HATIEReT 370 3T T o S
TSl o1 foRer qE ot 39T |16 AT o7 foh ‘T o7 | &
T, & fererr ST & e el =) 39 wHe ST |
STH o foIe wifive =t et el oft S et gl i o=
ST T U BT ol SF sl 39 397 Y Tehar § arerk Aife
% ® H IEd o 3 36 Ted Raet 9| 8 73 1953 1 < q@sil
 forT wRfie STHT-HTeHTT 6T AT & T Y SR H oIt o e
1 q@sit ol el hl G SFogeel] TR A 11 73 i TR
foram iRl o e =Teltd fa a1 23 S 1953 1= g1
378 fop <f st =121 11 11 A3/ 23 S 0 3w (el a1et | @l
AT $HehT SRR 37k I bt ot 7 off| geaTd W <t wersit
T AT STHRIT Soft F Fehrel TeTwE Te% 1 SATeT W o
forasrt <t it o Hiq o Stier oY 7T <A, AT < Aee 3 e
% foran fof #9 SANTH & Y@t qaT o fora 21 et Hiq | St
ST S T8 8 AchTe I T 4fed Je% = STie T qrrds
EERSLEIR
31151 4l 519 &9 ST 2ar1 UIG Hesisil & cfddad & faere usi
W fqar ®ed € dl 379 v weM forenfae, ve JwsRdl,
U IR ST 3R 313 WIRd &I e JYIIGET 1512 3Iidl
3. d8c B JHA A MIRd Bl 98d PY &d gU B I aferdal
R ¥c @l firer f§u 31 Heasil o1 @fdda yia Ao 3.

(FFEeh: ST TATHT T6TE qEs| e wie-=v H faw wer
¥, Udf Jvraferee offAeTe Ste %iw % avdTesh §)
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@ CULTURE

3MeTTeBIeT

BTecieIan @ Eeghd ol Hddet

T % ITAdH AT | HAlY FHR S A SETeT
faema womera (afereRt €. 299, 1989) A1@ (&R

T foEm L o A &1 @TE 1 8, ARARaT 70 8, @ 36
THZAT €Ehd o ToT e & g 3ieTe ol TeT SATEAT L

grereT) o ol i 3T H U ogd &1 e 9 Tk
AT T IATE (ST 98 ISR HRARIAT I HEhd o Tyl
T THFH | TETIh 8l hitsS fafanerd il U SheR 319
T heT H ST ST T GolT T & U Jeliord o ey
3G ST Hed H oI AT & ST SHE T hiear & foh ek
F I ST 31k ATk STHAT § TS g I ATHET A T8 & 3aH
I8 AT T A1 o T8Tl e 30 Foomet & *mid & g & fh
e fohtieh foTT o1 TeT €7 eh i STt fetdT 8- 2T oAl &l o
forn 3w fogm 3 ST =it o o < @ ok fort a8
ET 2l 4 2| A IqT ST 2- T8 U T 9T o 363 Ted ared
T &) ST I O Aok el €, TE g1 & Tl @ Afug <7 hY
HEH{T 8 T8 98 ST =TedT 81 S M4 & el & o 9
It TR T ARTEM ¢ &1 81 e T SRt TR o T
T gl & T ATereh SETe § YU <1 shl Aieehicien ferrad oAt
TET oL o1 Hehed o dl 2| IE T 38 A ol € i gal forg g
T $IUE S0 TR hl ASTS T ARG &vli § g TaT o
3 Five Al STt forsra o ford wft SOty 3 STo-o & &
RINGEREEI

T ST o IETELT o HTEAH § ~TATerd o 311 hal foh 369 ufem
3 AT bt off STt Teapiar ok S gaT S wefia grar 81 STei ds
“FH WA o QANT” T |t 7, o THI 38 FT= i oh1 AR fcrah
ToRTaa ! 3= 9P | TEd §| 39 T ot T8 o fofl deapd
T AT 8T TS 2| HEhd o LA o foiA1 et
T3 h1 ST G0 2 & IS8k ST T SHRT §&hid F forrad
ST &

foreft forgr = =ver 2 o afe et safh o oeg & wovima
T STHAT 81 T SEehT 3(ARTE o S ST TRy 38 & § Tad

TR T T T g ST BT 8| IHT § 3 STaeTahi
HEhd e S et 3= ofad W TehieHs T gedl
) T TR o T g e € fof el areTed R wore
aw%aﬁﬁmﬁ(foot note) HECREGiREN e
Had T @ S At Sl TR @R % e f 9-3ufavg
T Atk gfventor &1 A @) foret oft =t Tt 9 g
gfeerior SEeh Tl & Sfier-qeslt i Ferfon Far 21 s
ITYG HEAT 2, T T STEHT-STCTT AXE o ST (&) T
A I oft 3T o qea WA € TEaT © ST YRR STeT- ST
IO o Uk & dvel STHT-3TehT &9 H Yehd BIdT 8| I8 awd aufi
IOTAT =T T 21 3et b foreft oft Tz o Sfa-Ae Jfe skt
AT T Trennaty, Sfia sereensti 9 %/l § T 8
TN 98 39 <=7 3h T el S| §Hh TR W7 S T T8
w7 off 33T 2 fob R wia o= 1 sfifge &9 9 TaeT 27 3T ot
T3t wgfar & wmTSTeTE, T o, o fomm, e fome
3ATfe 3k fowat o StRrerar drene fogrdi & oI & samn
ST 21 S 2t & srafterd | AT T W@ 31 frgrt
JATET YT AT FHTST BT STEII HTAT hal doh 3feId 87 W
ST & AT ST 2, T Ty § FgA FA TqmT ST 2
T Hfed F-for bt St for g9 fomet ot e
TS e BN T WA o Siifgeh ST H EEhd shi e
o o TEhd STTANT o 36 Toh L@iTehd fhaT- “Sanskrit will

be necessary for us as the one main source for our words

and ideas, ideas relating primarily to the permanent
things of Indianism. In the development of our modern
languages, Sanskrit will be sine qua non to enable us to

achieve the completeness of our knowledge in the study
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of the various sciences. And, finally, Sanskrit will be
necessary for the retention of those traditions in our life,
which are still living and which can bear fruit by virtue of

their excellence and usefulness”.

ST 1ot § & 9TRA § Uoh-Ueh 76 T ! g&HaT 9
AT H S L 1 A G 360 T Haiifersh U
TS TRl LTI TRl ohl 36 T &7 b forforem S = I8
e §U S foRaT fof Teahet T oY STTepiSieh T 7, St iR
o e Rl €, wifed & sifren faega @ SR sifere uftserd @
— “The language of Sanskrit is of a wonderful structure,
more perfect than Greek, more copious than Latin and
more exquisitely refined than either.” Wd T ye-fosm
6T TTeRTaTT TEhd § 3TTE & TUT WRA i Tt wTeret o1 forehme
&R T e H gAT 8| T6T HROT 37 AIHT o IeaT 9 AR
1 HEhd ¥ e TR 8] qiHeT o Wed QU ST dlel-
e o Srehrehrt 7e-SH-GHeR  Tq8 &9 & e foh e
HERA & WIET 3 dHe h! Johid THe H T8 AR Hehd
3 fomaretl @ aRd T ThaT 9 TEUEdT i Hiwdl 7 A
qTTSTY ST TEHAT & THTAT 814 o HROT I T (computer)
T T TS o SATo SREIH T HEREy HTNT (Inter-lingua)
% &Y H 1 L T AT Wl 2| 39 foRiar 1 3T wd
T MIVT-ST{ETE HIFa S 31 fouT & & fofdl <11 33 2
39 YRR TEha Tt IR wreTt & e # Aree It 2
T T H ARl qIogAfv Sueted € S & T 95%
3T T & qeheiieht forat Teeft €1 21 qear 3 ANt ohl Tera
ST T o I & S HEhd i 717 T F Afor-Rarsit ae
Hiftrd wd 21 37t AT 9 SAREE S F &l § e o
2 S afomeasy st saftra s e T gt 21 for A
Toora SO yamEt @ Afes TR W IR it AU 1T Uge ot
31 AfehT asft & et Ifer grenen & gHYe & ol 39 %

I ST ohT ST fohd ST <hl STTaTTehdT 21 38H R 379 foreg
U] o WTE o SATETT hT 3T dsit & g TR I8 farg e
T T WA o foIw § Tehe T3] 38 H&hd T o IR s
T SAfvreh foram RARIaT 3 Teahd o TFa-Y i GWeH H 99T
TEHT 2t T Wt o 28 TR 2015 1 €6 ¥ e mar o
W“ﬁﬂgﬁqﬁqﬁiﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ ‘Idea of India’ =T &I h
“HeIHd S (Tcd i € forer et 7), i v o (st
o o ®), U 6 fo: sgen st (aer v 2, 3 fage st
AT Tk § FA ), T o gra: (@t gult g
TG 3 AT T AT

(TR TATEATS A8% fargrfererera # srremeft 2)
T 37 fsft R #)
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@ INDIA DIPLOMACY

oTEdl-SoTeTeTet i 3¢ gjdleraal & Tecie
facercitfel ot fotetan srenm 3memat

A ET T A 7 T 39 SSRE I 9

# B yumEsl T aE SN 3| AEE A et

TIferd 3T, FAiTeh el SR fohdll TR et
J SIS T ERT oRT o S8 <@ S AT YRA-350de Geel
T JTESATA AT T T 1992 H deshred i Terwst e
TS 1 7ed | g3 off, Nrei= SRt o |1 USRI g4l i
ETfud |

TGFET T o o€ TISIT o Ugd JTEehTe § TeEsT
e TRl ATl o 38 TF FeH AT o ST 8¢ 39 &
RIS AT I i WA AT 3R e &
a1 W9 A 9T USRI el i 98 gg= el Tewsl @t 3
o faewr ifa o1 sttt SteT 4 SR T A, g'l 9 AW o
ST Sl ST et 2 3t el T Ik T s % 91E IR
TR 3R fTed ™ He, ol 37 A1 | S g a1 oxll
T T T QAT ATSIHT THE)

TSI § TST8 qE TN Hie] ot SaTTd fohaT T3, 918
HAUT T | WA o Sed deed i (@ 2l Seora i
BT fob o o TeEt 3 & O sitete gt Hidt
Irfirae foram arer € o 1o Sfeme & 11 w@hmay it e 3==
FARIERTIT ShT Aot 376k T o el @ 3| Sufeht Tegafd &
1S A1 U8 U TSI 8, TSient TmTa i o fore ssioeret &
T AT AR TR e Argeht o TR TR ag= 3
Ffera & 2014 & s 9 e md i T Hifa T wwa =@
I SIS WA o A o HETIfh o &9 T foram
H

T 3 3T 36 I o6 SO SIS § S0 AT

Uil 1 A8 Qe sdfce i ofdesifae an,\
@eNfp WRd 30 SRR Gl ¢IoTHoT Udh AHeI
311511G U & | QXA &2l 9§ ergdic ol el IaeElRull
efl, 31l 39®! 36 & felv oR® w@fdd g3 2l
fiod, SRRIA 1A VI I A 3l dsii<id
gridisl ol a¢ld U & &bl | BInl 3gH-E
fpdl 2 @R & asi & Ferd3m ulRsEBn A W
gf-en A 31 cler wearn 2 3l ffdaa @
uerhill MG A 391 Ad q1dl @l <9 # Tde
gl sRRIA @l 310l facer <iifa o) meifiiedsi &

RN féam 21

N\

T G T BT 0 SAEIATE SR AT 1€ hl Wi
off &Y, 37 58 HEIRH Sl AoheTdT ST STETSIT SHT STd & T ST
HehT & foh I SSTetl 5 SR ST 7000 BT R Seresft
G o6 17T ST 9 ST I8 SIe THSARA & ST Tt 6T
T femam|

A A1 S ot forelt foer R w1 €, @
el TR HETE e 8 gesht IRl W ftud wRda @qere
3T TSieT 1 fewmT BT & of a¥ 2014 % og foQsm & s
AR = oft Tt At o AN ShrEishHl § {578 g o og-Sgahl
feem foran 2, e ffera € Seht Y o =reT oft sme SR ST
T SIS TR o T HThT 81 36 ATAT o6 SR TR 3T FoR—IA
% offer ¢ HEeayl queidl o EeHfa S S ST e
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ST 290 Sl qareht 3T ST} "reler & fora shrow wifera g
ST ST A o T g @ -

fom a MEnfiEhl FIW : 259 FS FAC FH AN G
femefa Frafirehl T SIw s forees forg. aFT 2w et
SATeft T <1 6 ST Q1T o SISfTieh forersht Srgee o foreme
T T 3 ST T 3Tt FIRISSaT T Yid sl 1 o)
16T TTAUT : SoTaret o TS SSRTEgar, TSl UE anet fearde
feurdtic o a9 IRG gRT <7 FWEid T U] Ues RA H SSHEe
o FEITT H STl HTET0T AT <l ohT ST o 39 S e a6
Y T ST o T%1S Yo 1| J1d & fob SoRret Tt <t Teh-
T S ST 8| 29 =g (e SRR OHa &3 331 deroh
JGhT 2T B
BN : vd-gsEe e & @1 2018 F 2020 @ FW
TRHTERT ok &1 § ShTAshH AATGH| FTTeh Y & H ST hToh!
I TohATeRT 1 SEAHTT AT &, 3Aq: I & Rd & Hiy
& T AT forem

@ INDIA DIPLOMACY

3icfeet : 3o wvere & 3 wwaa fF MU #) U 30 9 S
TG TSI o ST O] S o St o gEU I HeelTse i
3o TgEH & fog Sgeit-uadstt siifeswa fofs & fog s
THeTSa, STIET, I STE-XTET o F&dU % T o) =t
T e gHy F ffa st |

TUTHAT HIET A 3O 36 IR H <A1 Z A7 SR <318
BR AT w1 AR o fear sHent aaers “gfea foe e o
AT BN TR § IHT TR THFA & I 7 3T 3ot
A o T AT YT SIS o |1 ST ITA 9T o A1 2
TTEqE T I8 SR STHaT 99T § WRa sht e Fifa s g s
T 3N T M % IT TS TR o fore o S Hiferd
BT ST 3ok foraT R o g0 Hellet TSl shid T&d 2l

(TG THIRANE AR & I 37k et foem &)
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@ PARTY PRESIDENT

afTedIer SieTan UTel o erectr sreerer sft 3iford eme gren diviat fora
o ST difd 3¢ qESTATYE aif g2 defchal Hdviele dl feU a1y
Iael & o fag:

B U ey o Al wTE T TSI d=Ed IS ok AR
TR T # 3Tete g WISt o JaT skt #ff fomm s
T TR T AT R 378 AT et srgistier safda =i
TH SO I7E TS #fT T St o T & TerrehTd e
T fopa 37t 3 Aica 4 |

T o T TR ST 9Tel 7R T o sk sl shi I
Y WETIY ST shi 59 Uferst 9fH T ge W A6 LT § 3N
HITST T SIS T AT & HeAT0T o TIT I8 SRS hi
AT FAATE |

W 3NTSIT T SHAT hT TRAT SHAT I1et o T W, qaede 3R
HATefaTE et § Mg &9 @ g w1 g 6 38 IR TsTH 2019
T R ST aTel AT 3T fieTs SgH ol TR o ST §

| ST SIsie ST 1 25 9Ter ¥ 9YRd SRR 3 7 fear g,
I T 2t g A T Afem e da e H R A wwm
IERIRS

W TR ST Ul & hriehdl 39 a1 shadd TR s & oI
AT H A 3L dfeeh 120 W 0 S{T hT & TRl A H I
el e ST § TRATT ST w1t o Feaw=ft wraer 7 o o,
Tl ok BH AT i ol RIS TR R |

W STITSRIT 27 o UG, U1 H 6 T & TIfohr SATSIIT ohl ST T
T STt @ A1 el @ HieTed H |

I T IR FEHR A 10 T o eI H SSIT hi Lot

o foreprer o o, forem fera, serd g fefsh wrgmrem Hid e
I hae o | | & Sfifeen & fore stafia @ 2

W 3okt USIToTar HaTer™ < SS9 | uier 9Tet % 31 1,26,000
F T T FALSHE L o1 o ferm 2|

m tifeq Siearer SuTET aT SRR AISHT % qed SISl %
TS TgcAT I SIS o 2439 Tial bl UM A T T YR
Sar it Sl g A R R

B B9 AT ST I1eT o hiiehd! STeT TSI § Tieda shi o
HTd & 1 g9 anfeem Y feufa § aiedr am i aa s 2 |

W ST AT TG TG STAUeHT il FhET T It §, 5
T 7 IR T off 719 TV T8l S Hehd Al 31T STTRER T L
Tehd 87

m SIS T Ut Akt =Tfen Sit geaw 2, forshrai=ga et i
ﬁm%ﬁaﬁﬁ%wﬁwﬁﬁmaﬁ%&mﬁm
% foTT Tea Ter 8Y 31K 36 T Y IITEH-aTeIedT shadl WA
AT e S T 2 |

m T o o Al § AT 356 W Ak #ie 9o
afifem st Sar I UsT 8§ gfterd o Hehd Uga 2l 2 fau @)

m T 8T U Ui 27ereT o ®9 ° el i U foames & w9 b,
i1 o & H 3T 5| Ford g & H 27 T o i hl wreet
o oTq T ot TaT %, ST g o1 I 8 =R AT § Afren shrfehat
T U1, B8 e AR 15 37 & e qiemiers & &9 7 aref @1
IS L o A e i R 2 |

e A



SPMRF & NMML Organised a Conversation with
Shri Nitin Gadkari
(Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways & Shipping)
on “Transforming India through Connecting

India” at NMML on 15t June, 2017
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SPMRF Organised Seminar on
“Jammu & Kashmir: the Present Scenario &

Our Responsibilities & Duties”
at Convention Centre Jammu, Guest House,
Canal Road, Jammu on 23" June 2017
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Onthe Occasionof Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee’s
116" Birth Anniversary
NMML & SPMRF Organised Discussion on
“Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee Life & Legacy -

contemporary significance & relevance”
at NMML on 06" July 2017
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“The gigantic task of reconstruction, cultural, social, economic
and political can be rendered possible thought coordinated efforts of bands
of trained and disciplined efforts of bands of trained and disciplined Indians.
Armed with the knowledge of Indian’s past glory and greatness, her strength
and weakness, it is they who can place before their country a programme of
work, which while loyal to the fundamental traditions of India civilisation will
be adapted to the changing conditions of the modern world”

-Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee
Convocation Address delivered at Gurukul Kangri
Viswavidyalaya, Haridwar, 1943
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