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PREFACE

| owe an apology to the public for venturing to consider Shakespeare's 'Hamlet'
capable of adaptation and by me and into Tamil. In making the attempt | had only two
objects mainly in view. The first was, that | may help render accessible in however
crude a form the treasures and beauties of Shakespeare to my sisters and brothers
of the Tamil land who do not posses the requisite knowledge of English to study and
appreciate the original. In the second place, as one who has devoted the best years

of his life to an endeavour to resuscitate and elevate the Indian Stage,

| was prompted by the hope that such adaptations will serve to exalt the dramatic
idals current in the country. My friedn Mr V. V. S. seems to think that adaptation is
likely to interest even readers to whom the original is not a sealed book. | shall not
quarrel with him especially if he happens to be right. The rendering is what | have
called it an adaptation and not a translation. Though | have always endeavoured my
bets to translate as literally as conditions permitted, | have not heistated to sacrifice
literalness in the rendering of what | conceived to be the reproduction of the names of
persons and places, allusions and allegories and puns and proverbial sayings so as

to suit the Tamil garb of the rendering.

| am bound to acknowledge that, in my desire to publish the adaptation, | was
considerably encouraged by the application of the work generously expressed of
some of our eminent men such as Sir S. Subramanai lyer and The Hon'ble Mr V.

Krishnaswami lyer.

| shall rest satisfied if my attempt to render Shakespeare results in some measure

at least in promoting the objects | had mainly in view.
| must not fail to thanks my friend Mr. V. V. Srinivasan for his introduction.
MADRAS,

24th November 1908.
THE AUTHOR.



Introduction

It was about sixteen years ago that Mr Sambandam began his career as an author.
Endowed with a fine and fetile imagination the ardent and aspiring author would not
be content with anything short of original dramas. The conception of a plot was as
easy as putting one and two together. The writing of the drama took as long as the
physical act of writing down demanded. Scene after scene was written off without

a single word being scored out and one almost wondered whether it was a point of

pride with the budding author.

So it was in the good old days. Since then Mr. Sambandam has written over two
dozen dramas of all degrees of excellence. And it would almost seem that it was not
till he was tired of being original that a few years back he took to translating inot

Tamil some of the plays of Shakespeare.

At first sight it does appear to be the reverse of the order of development. Literary
talent sharpened by exercise in translation may be expected to be put later to the
more arduous task of original production. When however an author after writing
original dramas, some of which are of no mean quality, deliberately turns to devote
his time and talents to the comparatively degraded and mechanical task of translating
and adapting dramas written in other languages, one feels inclined to exclaim that
the author's powers must have becaome exhausted and his springs of originality
dried up. But it is happily not so. It is not every production to which the term original
can be extended that can rank as a literary performance over a translation be its
merits however high. Character and quality are not mere matters of class or caste
and an unpretentious translation may be a more valuable contribution to a literature
and language than a whole library of worthless original productions, so called. And
when the translation or adaptation is that of a Shakespeare and is not a miseable
caricature who can doubt that the language inot which the translation or adaptation is
made would be more richly endowed by the effort than by a hundred, even tolerably

good stories, told in dialogue and divided into scenes and acts.



It is however beyond my present purpose to estimate the exact value of the
contribution to the Tamil language and literature made by Mr. Sambandam in his
rendering of Hamlet. My acquaintance with Shakespeare is not that of a scholar and
my knowledge of the Tamil language is less than that of an amateur. My chief object
however in allowing myself to be induced to write this introduction in English, is, to
make for the translation now presented to the public and thereby for such translations
generally, a claim that they would abundantly repay perusal even on the part of those
who are by reason of their education in a position to study and appreciate original in
English. For, the utility of such adaptations to those who are unacquainted with the
English language and even to those whose knowledge of it is not sufficient to enable
them to understand the finer shades of thought will be readily conceded. It is
therefore in respect of persons alone to whom the original work of art, in all its
pristine beauty, is accessible and open, that the question will be sure to be asked, of
what conceivable use to such can these translations or adaptations be, of what use
the copy, at best of doubtful accuracy and merit, to him owns the original painting of
the artist, itself. An answer to this question in the affirmative would be seen to involve
necessarily the establishment in a measure of the claim of translation to the rank of a
separate literary art. It seems to me that it is even a fine art and that when its true
nature and function come to be properly recognised, it will be realised how it appeals
at once to the refined scholar of language and the student of the art of renderings

and re-presentations.

To some indeed such a claim is apt to sound as extravagant. But it is really not so.
It is the function of painting to represent the world through the medium of colour so
as to body forth the beauty in it. So it is the function of music to represent the world
through the medium of sound and give us a glimpse of the divine pulsations in the
heart of existence and the infinite harmony of it. Even so is it the function of the fine
art of translation to represent an original production in one language through the

medium of another language so as to body forth the beauty of the original.

The analogy indeed goes even further. As it is to the person who has seen the
original of the subject of painting that the painting speaks most eloquently, so is it

that a good translation appeals most, not to a person who has never read the original



but to him that has perused it a hundred times and lovingly dwelt on each word and
phrase and on the thousand points of light and shade, of subtle suggestion and

inexplicable charm.

It is therefore a mistake to suppose that the translation of a literary work in one
language into a different language, is, as is generally supposed, no better than a
copy in colours of an original painting. The comparison would, no doubt, be accurate,
if the medium of reproduction were identical, as it is in the case of the illustration.
Colour is dead matter, however much life may be imparted to it on the canvas by the
skill of the artist and being dead matter, its identity is preserved whenever and
however applied as a medium of expression. But it is not so with language.
Language is a living medium and every language has a distinct individuality and
character of its own. Hence it is that the translation of a work into a different language
is claimed to be its re-presentation through a different medium and as bearing more
the relation of a painting to the subject of the painting than that of a copy to its
original. In the later case, if the original is available, the other becomes unnecessary;
but in the former case even to the most practised student of the beauties of nature,
the sight of the painting will be calculated to suggest points and aspects which
escaped the mind in the act of direct perception. So also is it with a translation into a
foreign language. Far from being useless, it is calculated to suggest to the mind
points and aspects in the original which might have escaped the most refined and
cultured mind critically studying the original. A sense of the difficulties that had to be
encountered, and the measure of success achieved, of the countless rejections
made and the selection that prevailed, of the significance attaching to forms of
expression, succession of sounds, or any given order of words or ideas, of any
differences in the resultant impressions are produced, - these are only a few of a
large number, that can be mentioned, of the aspects of a translation which enable us
to perceive beauties in the original which will not be perceptible on ever so close and
critical a study of the original alone. Let me add that this has been my experience
and | have no doubt that a large number of those who read this adaptation of
"Hamlet" by Mr Sambandam will be inclined to agree with me.

Of all plays of Shakespeare, 'Hamlet' is perhaps not by any means one of the

easiest for purposes of translation and the Tamil language is certainly not the most



adapted for such translation. The vocabulary of Tamil may even be said to be poor in
terms of descriptive of mental conditions and feelings so abundant in "Hamlet" with
its numerous soliloquies. The phrasing and wording have reached such perfection in
the play that the lady really hit it off well, who is stated to have exclaimed on reading
it, that it was wholly made up of proverbs and familiar quotations. Such currency of
expression is, however, attained mainly by elements which are peculiar to each
language and are therefore not susceptible of translation. In the language of its origin
and existence, every phrase and every word has a soul, a face and features all its
own, and lives and moves clothed in its special character and with its chosen
companions. It often contains a hidden figure of speech and carries with it the aroma
of its previous history. Vicissitudes of fortune affect its strength, character and
outlook. It contracts many alliances and makes numerous friends and enemies in he
course of its long life. All thesecannot be translated, however accurately the idea
underlying an expression or the meaning of a word may be; and it is just by such
elements that the best lines in Hamlet re constituted. Above all, it must be
remembered that the highest beauty of literary art consists not so much in what is
said as in what is but barely suggested or only remotely hinted at, in a something
which is indefinable and whose very charm seems to consist in its eluding definition.
This quality is produced for instance by a succession of the same or similar sounds,
by the juxtaposition of words, often by a mere trick of grammar, occassionally by an
unsuspected pun on the words or conveyed by the etymology of the words used and

other devices of a like nature.

The difficult art of translation would thus be seen not to consist in rendering each
passage word for word literally, or in loosely paraphrasing the original and writing a
paragraph for a phrase. Accuracy of rendering is indispensable. Beauty of rendering
is high merit. But a translation may be literally accurate and even beautiful but fail to
produce on the mind that totality of effect, of thought and emotion, which is produced
by the original. A translation that possess all these qualities is rare to find. | consider
it therefore a privilege to be permitted to introduce to the public, my friend's
adaptation of "Hamlet", contained in the following pages. There may be faults in it of
sorts and kinds. It may indeed be capable of improvement here, there and elsewhere.

But to admit all this, is only to admit that it is the work of a human being. All told



however and every deduction made, Mr. Sambandam's rendering of "Hamlet" would

for ever remain a specimen of high literary art.

It revealed to me the possibility of translation attaining to the excellence of fine art.
It has impressed me with a sense of the untried capacity of the Tamil language. It
has discovered to me new ways of understanding and appreciating Shakespeare. It
will serve to indicate the direction in which high and useful literary work may be done
in this country and what is more, it has set up an almost ideal standard of excellence
for all the workers in the same field. And it seems to me that it will for long remain
one of the most noteworthy contributions to Tamil language and literature in modern

times.

| find | have been criticising, theorising, estimating and even judging without really
intending to do so, and what is perhaps more to the point, without the necessary
knowledge or right. But it will perhaps be remembered that ignorance far from being
a disqualification in a judge, is a quality favouring originality in the pronouncements.
And having once assumed the role of a judge, | shall not let my own consciousness
of my ignorance, very inconvenient if a somewhat uncommon feature, to stand in my
way. Mr. Sambandam, has in his original dramas, not merely refused to be bound by
the rules of the Sanskrit drama on which Indian dramas are mostly modelled but
succeeded in demolishing and destroying all the well-defined land-marks and
boundaries of the region of Tamil language and literature by inaugurating a new form
of dramatic composition and insisting on writing in unconventional prose. But in the
present venture he has, as the result it would seem of long pre-meditation and design,
trespassed far beyond the original limits of that language and literature and annexed
large and unexplored tracts to it. It is my conviction that such an audacious act of
trespass ought not to be allowed to go without being adequately punished and that
he should be condemned for the rest of the natural term of his life, which we pray
might be very long, to the rigorous task of translating and adapting into Tamil, all the

remaining plays of Shakespeare.

VANI VILAS, 25th October, 1908. V. V. SRINIVASAN
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