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Shri K. R. Malkani has asked me (o write on Hindu cconomy, He
wants me of course to write out what we understand by the term, to out-
line a meta-theory of the Hindu cconomiic system, In order to understand
it, one has to define ‘the Hindu Economy’, The Hindu Economy is, how-

€6, an_integral part of the Hindu) Society : s0, one has.to defipe “fio
induSociety’. And Hindu society being an integral part of Hindu
Culture, “the Hindu Culture’ 00 ought to be defined, And of course, one
pust define “the Hindu method of definirion’. (vide Appendix)

1. The Hindu Method of Definition : The Hindu language is Sanskrit.
nskrit s the language for the total system of true knowledge both
f <tical and practical. A Sanskit definition is constructed i tors.

@ well chosen relevant verb and the six cases of ramman it governs
i governed by, viz. nominative, accusative, instrumental, dative,
fblative, locative. The last four cases are expressed in phrases begin-
£ nith the respective. prepositions, ‘by’, for', ‘“rom’ and " op in
B foctoms which are their cognates. This is how e define a worg
th its referend as a process.

The definition of a word is said to be a Hindu definition if and only
it states the full meaning of the definiendum by spelling out a pivotal

and the six cases it governs or is governed by for the sake of
test coherence (non-dichotomous continuity) within and without the
N sub-system out of Sanskrit semiotics (pragmatics, semantics,
factics) in the total system of Hindu Culture, Historically speaking,
Wever, the Hindu Culture, being a product Sanatana Dharma and

Dharma, sublates the changing surface structure waves as integral
of constant deep structure currents and still waters. Alvin Toffler
used the analogy of waves, forgetting the deep waters,

2. ‘Hindu’ defined : An individual

Lis a Hindu if and only if he seeks
€ dwelling in the proper nature

(svarupe avasthanam) by his doing
gaste duty (vadharma) for liberation (moksa) from continue]
e (duhkha) in the cosmo-bio-socio-psycho  spherical Iife
" four Lec bicths. For a Hindu, the liberation is not just for the
Vidual self; it involves his doing the duty to himself, other sclver
d to the whole reality.
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in the
2.1 ‘Hinduism’ defined. The term has been ;m;a}zinﬁnl:i;agy
e ‘; fn\?ycojr;av:i:.‘;n individuals for realising !h; s;l;:i‘,;
?:lgrreiia:::uo‘:‘ to other selves or to the whol’c of re_amy lbxyb:rlch b
a Ian series of births and by doing each one’s duty in o
f the initial state realization as a dm_ney e
e it a”d":: ®sodified by action in each birth in an on 1o
ﬁﬁns;hy&mim cross section of msn\otbio-soc!oﬂjzc::g ‘sr?:icnrgc‘css e
evolution (srsti sthiti) and involution (sthiti laya) in b
less cycles (of kalpa, kalpantara, manvantara, mahayuga, y

I S b
22 “The Hindu Socsty defined. The Hindu Socey s & sysematc
f moral individuals who make four asic nsuions (ctusuly
T oy, (gehakula), market (resthikula), state (mja]l\(\f e
{euralln) by means of four basic castes (caturvama) viz. e
lits (sudra), wealth specialists (vaisya), g e
o cc ’ he sake of fou
cialists (brahmana) for ¢ ; IR
l“ji\(::/‘;rg:scviz. health (kama), wealth (artha), justice (dhnvrma),mgcmm\r
o oir bastc relatians (Gaturbandha) Vi pregeior
) mployermploye Gajamanasaak), i
it - i in Bl
rled sjapraj) teachertaught (qurwsiye)in four bade sages o 1
viz. macarya),
thya), retirement (vanaprastha), renunciation (sanyasa) .
3. “The Hindu Economy’ defined : This may be presented in thre
stages - from “Economy’ to ‘Hindu Economy’ to Bindu Bconomy Todoy
A= inomy e ecoriomic syatens iv'a given Culture, 0 ich it s pert
strucure and function,saisfs the everyday wants of it ouseold
and ofits government by producing and. distributing soots gad service:
for consumption out of land, capital and labour in the Cu e
ihe Countr's cconystem.‘The Hindu Economy’ is a systematic ¢ o
activiies o the Hindu Sceety hat consume ot prosre weallh by )
iga and supererc
ing his cast duty obligatory an T
e e o e, aocial labout for. ranniog the household i
U dislies sources  and :COSYS[CB’\) and capi o
’s ethos. 1t may
(produced means of production) in the Hindu Culture’sehos It mey
b emembored that we have one country, one societys ons 303 the e
armed.force, and have many langusges unificd by Sanekt, et
castes unified by varnavyavastha, many religions un
that is Hindu mysticism. 4
In order to understand the Hipdu Eclfmon\s)['m:;:‘ml:d:;' sc(cond
pi as to define it as a changing surl face. t ok v
yugabda) one has to o chang

government out of land (natural re:

wave grafting
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both Smithian and Marxian genres on to the constant deep structure of
perennial currents and still waters of ideology and sociology of caste
system . The eclipse of economy by means
of varnasankara economy will be over at the turn of the century, when the
total Hindu cultural system will come out of the eclipse.

3.1 The varnasankara economy probably covers only 20%

of our
cconomy. It has five distinct sectors : multinational economy, (permit-
license-quota)  kickback economy, conversion cconomy, smugglers’
<cconomy, and appeasement economy. These may respectively be called the

perverted brahmin cconomy, the petverted ksatriya cconomy, the perver-
ted vaisya economy, the perverted sudra economy, and the perverted
pancam-varna economy. The mulfinational sector has two subsectors,
i capitalist and , but nationally and isti
called private and public sectors. We began in the sixties to_appreciate the
Nehruvian imposition on us of mixed economy as having blocked the
headlong rush to cither capitalism or communism. It s, however, impossi.
ble now to make out how the transnationals are working while exploiting
us on a much bigger scale and in a much more hidd
it is risky to try to.

len manner. They say

Hindu society consists of four institutions—
Grhakula, Sreshthikula,

Rajakula, Gurukula

All the subsectors are of course anti-national,

character, and, therefore, anti-Hindu and
directed against the varnavyavastha.

anti-democratic in
immoral. These are all plaialy
These have been working at the
instance, or with the connivance, of the powers that be (‘hastavifina. raja’)
The kickback cconomy has raised the question : ‘Who has eaten, - the
laddoos?" (‘modakam kena bhaksita?"). The appeasement cconomy for botly
Sth and 4h castes, now extended to others in panchayats and mahapalibas
 has set up cafetarias for gourd soup and curry (kusmanda  bhojnalaye),
The varnasankara cconomy has piled up mountains of debt for the
pation and of black money for individual depositors all over the globe,
e are fust approaching the blackhole in the sociosphere. O cise,  hou
come the disposition to shut down agro-based industries such as jute,
cotton and silk textiles, to give away blocks of Motherland off the border
regions to fell forests, to slaughter cattle and people.

The most alarming fact about our

varnasankara economy is that
foreign loans have become the. main sou,

ree of our capital investment and
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most of the fresh loans made go to pay off interest on the previous
Joans, Our government scems rich yet it is broke; we people are poor
but not yet broke : varnasyavastha and subsistence economy protect us

3.2 The varnavyavastha economy still covers not less than 709
of our economy. It has four subsectors. Its nucleus or nuclear field is the
traditional sector of the self-cmployed : this may be called the brahminical
subsector. The governmental economy is the ksatriya subssector. The
economy of charitable subscription is the vaisya subsector. And
the sudra subsector is the industrial economy both old and new. The
new is yet to be assimilated from the varnasankara domain by BMS-type
of Hindu cooperative economy. Finally, the election economy to be
controlled and atrophied by a no-party Hindu system of forming public
opinion is the pancama varna subsector.

The first one is the backbone of the nation. It has yet to take over
the 4th one to become the Hindu Third Wave. The Tofflerian scenario,
{hat the nation everywhere is cracking up, being squeezed by
<ures of multinationals from above and subnational groups

t would fail because

however,
viselike pres
seeking nationhood from below, won’t apply to us. I
of the perennial moral and normal character of the Hindu cconomy.  This
traditional varnavyavastha cconomy is not feudalistic. Neither is it
primitive_communist. i tic as Marx badly described
it to be. Finally, thisis no Gandhian socialism either. Gandhian cco-
nomy is partly infected with varmasankara messianic idealism, which
Hindu Thought avoids by superseding. We may borrow technology; v
reject ideologies and sociologies that fall short of Hindu ones.

astha is an integral part of the Hindu society. This
<ociety is not one among many societies. This is the sociosphere, an inte-
grated matrix of five. foursomes : four kulas, four varnas, four vareas,
four bandhas. four asramas. Read the definition given at 2.2 above.
This sociosphere isin its turn integrated with psychosphere in decp
structure and with biosphere and cosmosphere towards the surface. This
along with the Hindu sphere of gods goes into the making of dyname
S beolute the ksarabrahma, which is in its turn an emanation of absolute
the purusottama, which also sublates the abstract absolute termed

aksara-brahma.

The varnavyave

bound to succeed in assimilating the
rnasankara economy by cutting 0ut
conversion, the smugglers

The Hindu Economy is
smithian and marxian parts of the va
the parasitic growths such as the kick back, the
and the appeasement economies as well as the election economy. Ax
by transmuting the hidden imperialistic character of both capitalist and
communist economies by our sustained resistance. Our false reformers at
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home and false gurus from abre i

oad tried to mislead B &
understand us. So, we would overwhelm them e

The Hindu Economy would economise on gov:rnment expenses b
restructuring the government itself as a limited government, as Pilcned
ir;raksngdh:kamn/{ looking after, but not financing, education, culture, tour-
m?:;hcs:nzyuasi:;d} i managing and financ-
ing Police, Justce, defence..: arth-adlikarana looking after and partly
financing finance and banking, trade and commerce, agriculture and
industries, ecoestics and eco-planning, preventing varnasankara econom:
from destroying our national economy as all-time_world model,... : o
adhikarana, managing and partly financing  health, sanitation, medicare,
family planning. The limited government would cut out and prevent
Parkinsonian proliferation. The very structure and function of the
F would instruct citizens on what is what in Hindu Society

| The dharmada cconomy would run temples, publications, publicity,
Jcountemct proselytisation, carry on reconversion, run bhandaras and
angarkhanas. (This is the economy of survival in crises, comparable to

The question in the kick-back economy is:
who has eaten the laddoos ?
(modakam kena bhaksita ?)
weak force in cosmosphere. aturally Dr. Hedgewar chose this to pull

on.) The second wave industrial subsector wi
1 . ould be run by Dattopant
iThengadi’s BMS-type organisation of workers. i S

3.2.1 We may analyse the notion of Hi

i of Hindu economy as a set of
scven concepts of ‘Artha’ as paramartha in_the matrix or cisscross of
fotal Hindu Culture (see Appendix for definition and tabulation of this).

3 .7 Mysticism and Yoga view reality as the sole subject (kevala-
Visayi). So, here artha is paramartha. Purusottama the Absolute is
Sarva-aisvaryamaya, artha-brahma; ksarabrahma the dynamic absolute is
nb_h:_{ndaya; aksarabrahma the abstract absolute is nihsreyas. Here is the
origin of our economy. : i

1 6 Religion and Morality view reali j j

Reli lity as subject-subject relations
Evlsa‘y vlsayl-sftmbnndl}n). The Hindu economy sprouts here as employer-
mphcyec relations (yajamana-yajaka-sambandha) organised as varnavya-
- vastha. This gives the complete system of economy. Combined with the
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mystical it remains open too. Thus the Hindu economy is superior to all
others that are incomplete and closed, and pernicious.

5 Philosophy and Fine Arts, viewing reality as subject-objecy
relations (visayi-visaya sambandha) or value, take artha ie. wealth as
wealthy man’s seeking to realize wealth as one of the cardinal values,
that is, a purusartha. In consequence Hindus are not misled into false
asceticism, false messianism and negative mysticism.

4 Logicand eophistry view reality as logical subjects (visayi);
here artha is purchasing power, money or value-in-exchange. 1If cut off
from the higher values, this leads to clitist consumerism, seeking to make
more money and buy more things. The western cconomies, Smithian,
Marxian and even Tofflerian get bogged here. Monetary economics
belong here.

3 Science & Technoloy view reality as object-object relations (v
visaya sambandha). Here artha means raw materials from Nature tran:
formed into goods. Even human services and skill to transform may
amorally and wrongly be looked down upon as goods

2 Commonsense and Crude Arts, viewing reality as objects, takes
artha o wealth as things for consumption, goods and persons serving.

1 At the level of bodily apprehension and behaviour, artha is mere
economic events, economically ~significant events wheresoever. The
cumulative effect of all these concepts rolled into one keeps lh‘e Hindu
‘Economy open yet makes it complete and superior to concepts in other

systems.

3.2.2 The Hindu Economy can be best understood in terms of
employer-employee relations and the duti::s‘ of both employers “"f“ c!‘ﬂ‘
ployees. For the self-employed, the society is the employer. And in { ‘:
definition of ‘Hindu Society’, yajamana-yajaka sambandha is a c‘onsmuu\
element. This is woven into the caste structure. And the result is vocatio®
nal caste (jivika). Vocational castes are the set of physlca.l culturists, crude
artists, scientists and_technologists, logicians and sophists, ph)losophn‘li
and fine artists, ritualists and gurus, mystics and yogis. In the (radmona(
that is old evergreen Hindu society, we come across all these kinds of
people making both ends meet by serving the needs of one another Some
sorcalled modern vocations have been quietly integrated into the systerm,
Myself a trained symbolic logician and philosopher, and my son & dl’1m{:‘z\l;
singer and university lecturer in music, are examples. A near thn‘iUS -
enumeration of vocations operating in Hindu economy has ban given 4
my ‘Hindu Ideology : Made Simple’ still in _the making. (vide Apper
dix-3).
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Most of our people are self-employed; some of them by other
individuals or institutions in their private capacitics; some by the

The politicians’ talk
of progress, giving employment and help to people, scem  irrelevant.
People help themselves. Our first and foremost duty is to give our social
labour, of the caste group chosen or born into. Next comes the super-
‘erogatory duty, to help others as far as we can and fight the tyrants and
tormentors. If the govt. does its duty properly, people’s supererogatory
duties would indeed be less needed. (Vide Append-4).

3.3 Some modern Hindus, who are not anti-Hindu otherwise, think
that the caste is a thing of the past, They agree with Benoy Sarkar and
say : “O you past, you are my spittle I They forget that before
lbeing spat out, spittle is saliva, that digests food. The past is an integral
part of the flux of unbroken time. So they are wrong when they recom-
mend Alvin Toffler’s The Third Wave. Toffler rightly goes beyond
apitalist and communist economies, but not in  the fuller Hindu way,

M. N. Roy’s ‘People’s Plan’ and
Deendayalji’s ‘Integral Humanism' are
attempts at Hindu economic models

r all time, as well as for the present, that is already past and heralding
e future. It suffers from most of the defects of value-free sciences
id value-loaded reverse gear axiology and morality of western system.
sees the surface structure of transitory waves, It misses the deep
tructures of permanent currents and still waters and flora and fauna.
t misses the perennial (sanatana, saswata) and sees only the epochal
i historical-periodic and that too wrongly (yugadharma perverted).

Our sages and savants see both. Even in recent times, from
N Roy’s People’s Plan (V M Tarkunde, Amlan Dutta, Shibnarayan
ay, Janardan Bhattacharya) to Deendayal Upadhyaya’s Ekatmata
rthaniti (S A Kulkarnai, B K Kelkar, V V Nene, Moreswar Tapaswi,
Dattopant Thengdi) to the practical experiments under precarious open
ir Zaboratorial conditions by Nanaji Deshmukh and others are not bad

(now only 20%) ! It is another matter his motives led us to varnasankara
onomy, polity, schooling and bionomy. This is sad because even
low they think Hindu Economy is feudalist or capitalist in character.
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They become dramatically cissy about Varna. As an example reaq
Krishnadhan Sardar Mashay in the Organiser (Aug. 6,89 issuc), Another
example is Kanshi Ram : his BSP is bound to flounder on the islamiyy
or christianist rocks. They love to do Hindu-baiting. They forget vargy
is not of our making, even as graded mangoes or apples are not. It 1«
embedded in Brahma : remember janmadyasya yatah.

Our reformers were wrong. All we needed to do was to learn from
the West, only the technologies high or appropriate, and begin u; e
them. Instead our reformers drew upon their - negative bd{;d\ closed
ideologies and sociologies, and began to appease bo exand
weak, Hindus : this neither helped them nor the nation. Yet o MULH.
thing has been lost. Even Robert Gandhi and hls‘Gunv.rmjl h““.”
Teresa admit that our poorest of the poor smile, in a human
manner. But, this is not because, butin spite of, the dynasty sr «»v .
ventures to reform us, in order to r;duce us to snobs :\r@ xm;mns, ! ?;\A\:l‘lf
and hypocrites joining the unthinking crowd of custom .nht\§ mﬁ;wsm :\]
mafia operated multinational mnrke!.‘ Y‘f Brahma‘ wi o‘ swal a
gods, men and things, is on our side : with his varnayyavastha,

4 The Hindu Economy is Caste Economy. God the virar purisa
ereated the four castes—Brahmana, Ksairiya, Vaisya, Sudra byr his creatve
Wwer out of mouth, arms, thighs and. feet, respectively, orhis own
i, d our attaining moksa in pursuit of kama-artha-dharma
:’x:e:whc a“, Karmic journey inside himself that is ksarabrahma, The
rough a long karmi s
o e ups and downs of our travel graph

The English word ‘caste’ creates a semantic and pmgrln:l::u(r:oy;;ii!:)\y
by its politically motivated anti-Hindu uses and usage. o e
and culture, we distinguish five kinds nfcastc‘s : axiological (S ..ka) i
denominational castes (sampradaya), vocational c.as(cfrl IIVI[‘|S§1ﬁczltl<V\V
monial castes (vamsa-gotra) and elitistic castes (sreni). b\eh:‘“ e
of castes into these kinds are themselyes made. on the Im e
vaisya sudra and pancama-varna principles resgecz-vexyb._ n e
of Hindu Economy, the vocational castes (jivika) cmgundermmd”w
vaisya principle are the important ones; but for prop?: acco;dmg 5
they are classified at the first instance into fouf varnas g
they seck to realize moksa, dharma, artha and kama.

i ant in
Likewise, elitistic castes (sreni) are  the "':?' ::;o;/tl‘;r:;m.
varnasankara economy. These are of‘lwo kinds : S‘;‘é‘, ‘:::d e
The Smithian divisions of people into upper, mi ee L e
on the bases of poverty line and affiuence line arr R i
called classes but since by and large children gmsumugh -
continue to be in the respective classes, these are cas
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vamasankarasection. Similarly, marxian division into the ruling and
the ruled can be said to be castes. These are definitely politico-economic
lin character and very important to today’s Yuppies, that is, soulless
| headless heartless rahus and ketus heraldidg the blackhole in sociosphere.

mythical in origin and recommend
b they however stick to- the elitistic caste division,
] The result is today's Tiananman Square &
Nelru Park turned Shahid Udyan ang yesterday’s genocide by Stalin &
‘Mao, Islamists and Christianists. Alvin. Toffler talks of - blackhole i
saciosphere as a figure of speech. We \who don’t demythologise, take it

i we know the cause as we have the remedy —our varnavyayastha,

b, L Vama is embedded in the tofal system of existence. o it can’t
¢ abolished. One can change from one varna ry another along with one
th 10 another. There may be rise or fal] The four varnas correspond
the four vargas. The foursomes can be used as terms of value grada-
tion and value Jjudgement. The classification on this principle gives the
msuit of freedom-as-knowledge - g brahmana vocations, pursuit of
dlstice-as-power as ksatriya vocations, pursuit of wealth as satisfying-our-
¥I6eS s vaisya vocations, pursuit of healfhygs.

Even Robert Gandhi and his Guru ma
Teresa admit that even the poorest
Indians have 4 human smilp

pleasure as sudra vocations,
in operation  (guna-karma-vibhaga-sah) b
maya srstam).

We produce and operate the economy of ¢f
5 denominational castes,
\jaka on building and maj
bhoga-prasada,
uals and artistic
iCations, is not a smal

Varnasare thus axiolo-
ut rooted in ontology

harity and subseription
We give or take as yajamana or
naging temples, on_pilgrims and pilgrimage,
langar-khanas and bhandaras, on proselytisation, on
petformances, ‘on religious propaganda. ang publi-
I amount.

Vocational castes of all kinds have been enumerated
more than 3000 kinds and
I religious denominational castes, By changing religion
they become. non-Hindu;
have the same jati : thi

from time to
present among
they
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nal castes are not as permanent as the axiological ones October 1989
They are however set in the framework of varna and made hereditary by

man to make them more abiding for the sake of greater security of
producers and greater availability of useful goods for consumers. Those
o produce the same goods from generation to_ generation family-wisc
enjoy the benefits of division of labour, perfection of skill, specialization
freedom with sccurity, greater_economy, self-employment and spiritual
maturity, hard working disciplined industrious habits, tendency to coope-

rate in peaceful coexistence.

Vocatios
19

or radical), nor idealists (whether cynical, messiani

Nagarjuna type of negative B ik ot e e
reject Varna on their grounds, we who find theirs lippers e e
systems partially closed and false, need not be apoiogaris opes, S IF
avastha. Caste is no creation of Nature or Man, of Seciery ot o237
Caste, the varna, is created by the Creator. L

5 Rejection of Second and Thi

reject the kickback economy, smug;l:rds' Wiiif;"""""”’
and appeasement economy not just as filegal immes
actual climination of these would be possible only wi
z.mmcnk. The rest of varnasankara economy viZy :
lism, whether second wave capitalist & communi: m
Tofflerian, would be said to be assimilated i
'v.yzvaslha as and when we shall be able to draw
discarding their ideologies and sociologies.

Each member of the Hindu Economy gives his social labour : (i) for
making his livelihood to keep body and soul together; (ii) for earning
that is, making some money or acquiring some purchasing
uy the fruits of labour of others; (iii) as a matter
ty would respect him as a responsible credible
persons iv) as a pursuit of perfection in . particular Skill that would be
P ource of joy for self and happiness for others. Thus, everybody in our
ety works on all the four caste principles and enjoys the fruit of
s labour with contentment and with no sense of poverty. v

pitalism (called

an income,
power with which to b
of DUTY so that socie

upon their technologies

maintain purity of birth on the basis of co-
exogamy, the great principle of natural biono-
ising eugenics creating blackholes in biosphere.
r example, healthy body, sobriety, clarity of
ing, honesty of purpose, dutifulness, devotion.
as the unit of society as a whole and of

Matrimonial castes
existence of endogamy-i
my, instead of false hybrid
All other virtues follow : fo
observation, correct reasoni
‘All this keeps the family fit,

economy in particular.

These make for the excelle

There are five kinds
) of castes: Va
Sampradaya, Jivika, Vamsa-Gotra S:Z:;‘

lomain of market mechanism and

i pragmatic dem
e_noe‘.de, cultural and physical, for the exponential grocs Bt
g led material welfare of all, out of societics o :{m e
oral order in the name of Adam Smithian mystique of weale x L &
tin) que  of wealth and senti-

nce of Hindu social organisation itself,
slthelp, love of independence, least scope for being duped by people in
S thority : socicty as a_whole remains free from tyrants. Varnavyavasths
thersfore is the perennial aspect of Hindu Economy. This gives us 0uF
emocracy, our limited_government, our immutable principle of long life,
longer than the Adam Smithian and the Karl Marxian and the Tatest
A Tofferian Third wave's emerging though equally passing

scenarios.

This definition itself gi
defi gives reason enough for its rei
fuze‘q capitalism b_y axiomatizing the Smithianort:::orme:m“. sy
rality in a talk given at Adam Smith's bicentenary Z;eb:actoimm(yx;m
on (1976)

North Bengal University. Th: ; ‘
) 1983 issue). Y. Thiswas printed in ORGANISER (Feb,

s recommending abolition of caste system
i i inui Tecl

o 5.2 Communism Rejected: ‘Com;

ste\: is called socialist humanism, an
lay be defined as an imperialist id’
d a leology that seeks t i
g::::;:c.?nsm and state capitalism by all _sorts of, g;ﬂfa:m S
e for world'dm‘mnalion miscalled liberation of the p?:li(pl?yl-
i L aria
ique of history as revealed

s openly using the organised
! ple against the people themselves (a la Deng-

42 Impatient reformer:

make the mistake of v
cally, these are of four Kinds: naturalistic fallacy (cf G E Moore), humani™

stic fallacy (cf B S Sanyal, in Prajna-BHU), idealistic fallacy (cf. ST
Aurobindo), and negative mystical fallacy (cf Sriharsa—Khandana-khanda®
Kkhadya). Caste is an integral part of the true and total system of po: tive
mysticism i.e. Hinduism. We are not materialists (whether atomistics
mechanistic. or mathematical), nor humanists (whether egoistic, pragmatic

:.umsm' deemed a5 a cultural
asa religion, called marxism,
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5.3. Alvin Toffler lumps these, Capitalism and Communism, -to-
gether as Tweedledum and Tweedledee of what he calls the second wave
economy, that is, industrialism.  The. second wave industrialist is a spe-
cialist that seeks to ise the products by ization for maxi-
‘mization (of product, profit or power) out of centralization in concentra-
ted urban centres. The six words chosen by Toffler to describe indus-
trialism unawares define the term the way we do by six cases of a verb,
here ‘to seek’. (vide p. 76 : The Third Wave).

Toffler’s main futuristic recommendations are-: to. close the gap
between the producer and the consumer, to ‘minimize the scope of depen-
dence on others, to develop prosumer genre of organization, to replace the
old ground rules—the six enumereted above—that govern our daily lives
and our social decision making (before they operate as Schwarzchild singu-
larity in blackholes of the socio-and-psychosphere) and hail the third wave
ization sweeping in like a pre-big-bang black-hole rebounding in a
The gain in rhetoric leads him to a loss of logic
wave cannot operate with a second wave
ever no inkling of the perennial deep struct-
ha. And this is not just Gandhian econo-
my as made use of in ‘Gandhi with Satellites’ (Ch. 23, The Third Wave),
but something more, that is, much more abiding, the perennial economy
The World Bank has recently said India has broken free of the low-grow-
th syndrome. For this the credit goes to varnavyavastha, that is, Hindu
Economy proper, The World Bank also notes: the country faces a
difficult balance of payment situation. For this varnasankara sector is to

blame.

civil
diffuse state of energy.
He is right in saying the third
political structure. He has how:
ure, culture that is, varnavyavast

s in cosmosphere : i) nuclear force 10-cubed
ii) clectromagnetic force regarded as unit
i) weak force with strength 10 to the powet
minus eleven is the vaisya force; and iv) gravitational force 10 to the power
minus 39 is the sudra force. The normal operation of all the four forces
gives us the steady state cosmosphere.  The varnavyavastha with the five
foursomes kula-varna-varga-bandha-asrama is the steady state sociosphere.
A blackhole appears in the cosmosphere as and when the three, brahmin
ksatriya vaisya forces become -dormant and only the fourth one worl{s
in an endless irreversible manner. The varnasankara is the sociosphere’s
blackhole.

In the biosphere (including the socio-psycho ones), the foursome
the birth-growth-decay-death of species, societies and cultures; and thv=
blackhole in it is irreversible DECADENCE. The transnationals and theil
islamist chris capitalist and i brokers in the Hind!
Society & Country are caught i this B]

There are four force:
strong is the brahminic force;
strength is the ksatriya force;

is

P
LACKHOLE.
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The dynaslec elite is trying to drag us into the slow motion dark and cold
.and heavy irreversible process  ...but VARNAVYAVASTHA is o
in the reverse gear. We shall survive and revive and carry M: e
. home ofman, the planet, with us. e
1 A varnasankara society is a no-caste soci it - i
Ao B L e
identity long before the mahayuga ends : it has- still four hundred zod
itwerﬂy»seven thousand years to go. The anti-Hindu societies are oin
f‘lowu and down irreversibly. The Hindu Society to the eontrary will feazkg\
;:ts yuga»end state of fulfilment by becoming a one-caste society, th
society of all brahmins, brahmavids, at the hands of the last );v t :
. KALKI. (vide Govinda Das, Hinduism, Sanjay Publications, Delhi). o

APPENDIX-T

‘Hindu Culture’ Defined

| Ofall Cultures ¢, ¢ is said to be Hindu, if and only if ¢ is a
systematic. unity of seven crucial systems of theoretical and practical
® ) viz. prelogical i

By changing his religion, a Hindu does’
- not lose Jati; only he becomes avarna.

art,

gy, formal logic-cum-
&t religi Jity, mystici

. )which the seven crucial operational modes of the Self (Pramatrsa-
ptaka) viz. body, senses, outer mind, intellect, i i

A , : , inner mind,
i nd, ego, self
3 by means of seven crucial modes of experience (Pramanasaptaka)
b perception, perceptual conception, conceptual
teasoning, reasoned judgement, judged action, acted realization

A ‘é;); thf: sake cf. answering seven crucial questions (Prasnasaptaka)
Viz. ‘ zelhv. lsﬂhapycmng ? ‘What is this 2 ‘How come this? ‘Why this
and not that ?, ‘What is the meaning, purpose or vals %9
Ought we to do ?’, ‘Who am I ?’ o e
Pmkol;t of the seven crucial. fact-forms or aspection of reality (Prameya-
'bjeu: (xl'xz.‘ s\llb]elc,t]css objectless events, objects, object-object relations,
] ogical subjects), subject-object relati ject-subj :
- St ject relations, subject-subject rela-
walln rz:\lr;n ;nlcialt rc‘aIms of life (saptaloka) viz. physical realm,
, perceptual realm, concepts i i
o e ptual realm, rational realm, moral
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n [Ritan 3 Hindu vocations Enumerated.
2 7 2 I Physical Culture : sports, games, athletics, martial arts (judo,
& e Sysienanina S SO i ag g boxing, Karate, kongfu, yoyutsu, wrestling, fencing, shoot-
v & £ £ = s ] ) 2 ing, ...), gymnastics, acrobatics, circus, masseur’s art, bone-
085 Mg e B e B z setting. mountaineering, kamakala, riding, driving, swimming
Fels o i o B s Sl SRS 4 flying, dancing, climbing trees, haircutting, hathayoga, etc.
o © “ - <o
2 Crude Arts, in which commonsense knowledge is applicd in
il . making artifacts : (material) carpentry,s mithy, pottery, idol-
SRS G 2 |5 making, spinning, weavilg, dyeing, plumbing, electrician’s job,
slie Bt i o el masonry, ... (living) raisingplant life—agriculture, sylviculture,
g & T8 g 2 = B 2 | & floriculture, horticulture, arbori-culture, sericulture, vegetable
SR -; e £ 8 g8 25 5 B £ 2 raising, gardening, herbal gardening, raising animal life—
B = oasla 2 2 =i cattle, sheep, pigs, poultry farming, animal husbandry of all
- o other kinds, pisciculture; dairyfarming, running cattle-centred
g & - complex of small scale industries (biomass compost & energy
e & £ making, fodder raising, tannery, ...); (mental) vocations of all
FalhEdlis = E g 3 - 8 kinds of clerks and primary teachers.
5 o % 5
A ARTEE R e
& =) m = = o 4 . ;
g e R O A e e We shall survive and revive and carry
« ¥ o, B A Man and the home of man,
« ok = 28 |« .
2] a o 5 el 2 the Planet, with us.
g = oy E % g;; :;n-g‘ ;§'_§ g Eg = 3 Science & Technology - mathematics, computer science, astro-
3 FRLE R R RS 2 PR BE nomy, physical sciences and engineering courses in  which
&E: physical sciences are applied; life sciences and medicine (all
schools) & bi 3 i i
% 5 s 9% El @ 7;_5 5 s psychiatry, social sciences, sociology, management courses,
Sl el Bl aiEna e H teaching & research methods in these areas; ...
28 &8 28 23 8¢ 8 B8 g
g1 38 &8 & SigignaEe ] = : ;
& 28 2% 28 88 £5 28 28 4 Logic & Sophistry : logical techniques, history of logic (Hindu,
<2 8 2 G . b
& © “ - - o - western, marxian), semiotics, dialectics, fallacies, sophistry,
3 law, journalism, politics, diplomacy, art of public speaking, ...
5
g
2 v 5 5 Philosophy & Fine Arts : history of philosophy, core " philo-
i ) 2 3 sophy, peripheral philosophies (philosophy of history, of
5 & 5 5= <& /
[ s o | religion, of arts, of language, of maths, of science, of law, and
2| £ g% TE g% g% g g so on); music, painting, sculpture, drama, dancing, architecture,
El £ £. EZ 52 E% 3t |2 poetry, literature, ...
a > a8 So 90 S 2
£8 && OO0 =2
25 SRR
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APPENDIX IV
» 5 Hindu Economy Contrasted with Western

Industrial

is nei imiti mmunism  nor

Hindu Economy is neither primitive . comn n

feudalzt: r::xucapnausm, nor socialism. Neither is it Gandhian

socialism. It is caste cooperativism (Vamavyavaslha),' vo‘c:itl&‘)‘y;‘ala:al«:ﬁ
fivika) bei f economic life. In contrasting it wi i
ika) being the constant of ! t ;
E‘:r‘xl] an)d communism, I choose some aspects of each zn§ j)lme‘L:hr;c
cornered sentence-factors on three systems using the ?bbxevmtonys 5 ‘;‘;:
d(:c liberal i.e. capitalist system, ‘C’ for the Communist, and for

Hindu economy.
1. The constituents of the market are :

(L) sellers and buyers; i
(©) producers and supplied to;
(H) consumers and suppliers.

2. The component of market is :

(L) secondary, i.e. heartless, legal relationship;
(C) secondary, political re]a(ionshlp,' 3
(H) primary, i.c. hearty, moral relationship.

3, The type of market is :

(L) market mechanism;
(C) market socialism;
(H) market moralism.

4. The best type of market is -

i i to
(L) sellers’ market creating scarcity. artificially and catering

eliistic consumerism;
(C) producers’ market statisticall
(H) consumers’ market with moral
and supply.

|y simulating distributive justice;
1 operation of the law of demand

5. The end of economic activity is :

(L) exchange;
() production;
(H) consumption

October 1989

6. The main form of employment is :

(L) Self-employment;
(C) state employment;
(H) employment by society.

The best form of management is ;
(L) private entrepreneurship;

(©) bureaucracy
(H) yajamani system.

- The ownership of the means of production ought to vest in -

(L) entrepreneurs ie. a few;
(C) the state i.c. none;
(H) the society, i.c. everybody.

©

The relation of economy with culture or morality :

(L) economy independent of culture or morality;
(C) economy determining culture or morality;
(H) cconomy of sub-system of cultural or moral system.
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The measure of a man.............-
i )
For any industry to be achievement-urlsr::’eeni'iI
its people must value achievernerft Efs can.
At Excel, we know that our orgamsetlonthem
be only as good as our people._ We sze;) o
as an integral part of everything we ie 3
all innovations must spnngl f‘:’rr:j 2:':;;[;"“
to people. v
der to be of value c =
g; every breakthrough we Fchleve, is
measure of the people behind it.
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Chemicals for Industry & Agriculture
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L A D TS

Were Marx And Engels Racists ?
Dr. J.D. Sethi

THANKS TO GORBACHEY, a serious debate has begun among
the Soviet intellectuals about Marx and his theories. Although Lenin and
Leninism are also mutely questioned, quite curiously it is Marx and Engels
who are being subjected to intensive criticism, even though many of the
problems of the present day Soviet society can be traced to Lenin. Russian
nationalism cannot permit the denigration of Lenin for quite some time.
However, unfortunately, there is not even a ripple of such a debate among
the intellectuals of the Third World nations, whom Marx and Engels
treated as historical dirt.

Marx formulated his theories and explained history and civilzation
in terms of class analysis only, while for other great many thinkers civil-
zation was the unit of analysis and class analysis and conflicts as one of
- the many forces that made civilization survive, progress or decay. In
other words a_civilization need not be characterized by a particular class
‘domination throughout its life, nor a particular mode of production.
Marx’s theory of stages of development from primitive communism to

ialialism has no i ivilizati stages.

One could dismiss or ignore the question of civilization conflicts for
the short run, but for the fact that Marx’s theories about Asian civilizations
particularly the Asiatic Mode of Production, was amonstrous historical dis-
tortion. If the Indian.Marxists never succeeded in arriving at a correct class
(theory it was party because of their weak empirical understanding, partly
‘because of confusion arising out of the simultaneous existence of several
modes of production, but mostly because of their falling prey to European
modes of thinking, thus ignoring the civilizational aspect of the struggle,

In civilizational analysis, class forces, like several other forces, have
their autonomous power and roles—class may be even more autonemous
an others—but none of these aspects can supersede civilization. Very
arly in his life, Gandhi, who for many years remained Communists’

my number one, made it very clear that the role of classes, be they
bourgeoise, landlord, working class etc., was subsidiary to the survival of
the Indian civilization and its conflict with the European civilization which
as assumed the character of an epic fight. The enemy was not the British
ut the European civilization they represented.

During the British rule, a large chunk of [ndia’s elite society accepted
superiority of the European civilization and some even honestly
‘believed that its introduction was necessary to throw out the social dirt

t had accumulated over the centuries in Indian society. At the same
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aw the problems of social reform, particularly
of the Hindu society, from its social rigidities and the struggle against
British imperialism as two sides'of the same problem, namely defending
and modernising the Indian civilisation. Of course there were always a
few who wanted o get tagged to tradition for everything. We need not
bother about,this last group. The important point to remember is that
those who accepted the superiority of the European civilization, and those
who wanted {0 re-establish the essence of Indian civilization, were both
modernising. Gandhi was the most modern mind as he  did not accept any-
thing without testing its truth o validity.

time there were others Who s:

Marx and Engels were largely concerned with the development of
They neither had the data and history, nor the under-
zations outside Europe. Whatever they wrote was
d representatives of colonial powers, non-
ttempt to understand the Asiatic society
was a second-rate intellectual excercise. In fact it is a great reflection on
the intellectual quality of Marx and Engels that they tried to fit facts into
theory, even when the fit was very poor. This exposed their psychology.

capitalism in Europe.
standing, of the civili
mostly written by the agents anc
Asiatic, non-African etc. Their a

ate to argue about the

Within the Marxian theory, it was legitim:
f socio-economic for-

inevitability of every nation passing through stages of
mation in social evolution, but to impose the same pattern uniformly on
the development of every society was neither theoretically nor empirically
justified. Even to call the pre-British modes of production in India as non-
capitalist flew in the face of facts. By the middle of eighteenth century
India was the largest manufacturing nation in the world.
Marx and Engels were perplexed by, and could not stomach, the non-
existence of private property in, and market price of, land as well as the
existence of communal ownership of land in rural India, something which
did not follow their sequence of stages of development. More than being
perplexed, they were so angry that they turned racists, because they could
not prove their point otherwise, let alone see the merits of the Indian
system. For Marx and Engels, communal ownership of land thus became a
lower stage of social organism or socio-economic formation. The system
prevailing in India was neither feudal nor capitalist; nor did it conform 10
the simultaneous existence of two different modes of production. That i
why Marx reached an absurd conclusion of defending British imperialism.
as playing a role of glorious revolution. Behind this approval was 10t
merely the progressive role of capitalist classes but also its civilizational
character. Marx said ©
“England has to fulfil a_double
the other regenerating—the anni
the laying of the material foundations of

hilation of old Asiatic society, am

misson in India: one destructives

f Western society in Asid: s
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;Anrabs{’Turks, Tartars, Moguls, who had successively overrun India
Sl Hindooized, the barbarian conquerors being, by an
o law of history, conquered themselves by the superior
civilization of their subjects. The British were the first conquerors

superior, and, therefore, inaccessible, to Hindoo Civilization."

Some Marxists have tried to explain away this racist arrogance

Marx in terms of ethno-centricism. For instance, Ivan Yujacic sags “Th"r!
demarcation of civilizations into ‘superior’ and* inferior’, calling ny.e nati 5
peoples barbarians and similar pejorative names, gives a_certain EﬂuIvf
Lcenteric dimension to Marx’s work. Furthermore, in some of his wi ri
(there is a certain revulsion toward Far-Eastern civilizations and sccietr .
But in his article in 1852 for die presse Marx totally denounced the Chiny.se
Revolution of that time when nowsevery historian sees its progressx?ve
{development. Both in respect of India and China, the Europeans had
coined the phrase oriental despotism to prove their own

Marx was blind to the fact
of the Indian civilization

But it was on India that Marx and Engels poured their foulest
orn. Marx said that the Indian society “restrained the human mind
ithin the smallest possible compass, making it the unresisting tool of

oked on the other part, in contradistinction, wild, aimless, unbounded
ces of de‘:/trucuon and rendered murder itself a religious rite in
‘e must not forget that these little communities were con-

o a ing social
s v e, it Dol b s b
e worship of nature, exhibiting its degradation in the fact that man,
overeign of nature, fell down on his knees in adoration of Hanuman,

ie monkey, and Sabdala, the cow.”” i

- The afor%memioned statement is not only stupid and insulting but
is lo('allly racist. (?ne should not miss the point that while he was mak-
ing a similar analysis of the Irish economy with many similar features with
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Asian society, he did not justify the English rule over Ireland. For Ivrchmd
he said that Irish independence from European rule was a pre :.ondmon for

- development, yet India and China needed the British rule .fnr
:\;rk development. He went even to the extent of saying ‘:Sndlan society
h.; no history at all, at least no known history”. And that “English inter-
ference ..(has) produced the greatest, and to speak the truth, the only
social revolution ever heard of in Asia.””

It may be a harsh judgement, but Marx turned out to be an intllec
tual distorter and spokesmen of racist imperialism, liks the one practised
in South Africa to-day. Obviously Marx was also seriously influenced in
G S e v G
i S e
Chm?b;ru:ih There is hardly any difference between their theories and
Mh“ of Marx. Manxs theory of the Asiatic mode of production was the
:cZ::mlc side of the political racism of others.

One cannot. explain.this racism by soms Intellectual of conceptual
biguity or specifity. Some have arsued that Marx's racism was not
i b oy e sl ieon i Terence
i e
i Gl el ot s e or he
B i e Al b e e
:Z,"Sff?;?;.em, to the West as civilized, and the East as unciyilized.

Al civilizations pass through phases of decay and development but

Marx introduced the Asiatic mode of production which rested on the
o f private property in land and the dominant role of the Govern-
b ising public works, Marx should have modified his theory of
G Mga?)mic development rather than lumped together many coun-
L Tﬁon in that mode of production and thus deserving of imperia-
e ;:lg economic historians, including some Marxists, have proved
hsl‘ m]\e};e |hael;yry of Asiatic mode of production but they have not been
:Tals:w expose the racist basis of that theory.

It would not do, as Mauter or Morgan have argued, that Marx agd
Engels were rather ambiguous and changed their position. Subsequently

i d of his life, Marx attempted the possibility of the Russian

B c}‘:ich was based on communal land ownership like that in
lc:g;m:;n:able to makea direct transition to socia:ism.witll‘;o:lhpu:;l;i

¥ ening stage of capialist industrialization but he m:
v eacepian. in the cas of India. Fls racism was obvious right 10
the end of his life. »

It is also useless to talk about the autonomy of the Asiatic mode of

production. The point is that Marx and Engels failed to justify their
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unilinear scheme of social development by putting on another “system
cap” that did not fit it.

Although Marx applied the term Asiatic Society to include India,
China, Spain, Middle East, Jawa and Asiatic Russia, his main attention
was on India and China for which he said that, western imperialism was
“‘the only social revolution ever heard in Asia.”

The rationalisation of the imposition of the European civilization in
ountries having Asiatic mode of production proved a thin veneer for the
racism of Marx and Engels. How can one ex|
upported the British occupation of Al
entral Asia as well as the U.S. invasion of Mexico. Engels might have
n amore explicit racist than Marx, but the fact that they stood for

values and culture could be sacrificed on the
altar of brutal M-C-M (Money-Commodity-Money).

Marx’s defence of slavery on_ economic ground was the worst aspect
Marxist theory. He revealed his cultural arrogance when he wrote -

Marx wanted Independence for Ireland,
but not for India !

“Direct slavery is just as much the pivot of bourgeois industry as
machinery, credits, etc. Without slavery, you have no cotton;
without cotton you have no modern industry. It is slavery that gave
the colonies their value; it is the colonies that created world trade
that is the precondition of large-scale industry. Thus slavery is an
economic category of the greatest importance. Without slavery,
North America, the most progressive of countries, would be trans-
formed into a patriarchal country. Wipe North America off the map
of the world, and you will have anarchy, the complete decay of
modern commerce and civilization. Cause slavery to disappear and
you will have wiped America off the map of nations.” Marx was
100 deaf or too arrogant to listen to the anguished cries of the
original inhabitants of America, Africa and and Australia who were
physically eliminated.”

In the ‘Communist Manifesto’, Marx summed up his argument that
t as it has made the country dependent on the towns, so it has made
arbarian and semi-barbarian countries dependent on the civilized ones,
itions of peasants on nations of bourgeois, the East on the West.”

Marxists would certainly object to Marx and Engels being described
 racists even though enough has been quoted above to prove our point,
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i liberate racism in Marx, how can one
f one ignores the charge of delib ; -
::’el:x\n that & man of historical jusight and intellectual brilliance ik
Marx could have ignored the racist character of imperialism.

Did he not conveniently forget the racist quality of :n\;\sh
! 4 g 4 :
erialism ? The British maintained their economic monopf)ll)t my “::‘
::‘s‘l’mmem of racial discrimination against th; Indians. l::)‘i’r;e:;“ '}\‘.

iminati ides of the same Pl . The

jal discrimination were two si : X

e . middle classes and the politically conscious groups wh\ck: hliﬂ ‘Zf
ational movement were provoked more by racial d»scnn;n;uiz Al
: i i ly practised in the a -

factors. The British racism was openly pra : :
E in the brutal economic and racial exploitation (.7f the
lages and the taking of lives in
though made less

educate

stration of justice, >
Ryots by the planters, in the burning of vill .
sport. After 1857, the discrimination was systematised,

cruel.

Alternatively, one can say that Marx and Engels were S0 infalua:e;]
by the torrent and fury of their theory that they un:ll;\ngl‘yh sup[;(rxr[?‘
is chri i t in any way absolve them e
.. This chritable view does nof : W i
responsibility “of distorting history and imposing lon it t‘fa:seinla];:m;
the post-industrial societies e
istorical development. Anyway Y
::&:\D:mcrics have made mince-meat of the Marxist theory.
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You should not have published
Dr. Moghni

By: SN. Nagarajan
20/Fith Street, Cross Road, Katpadi Township,
Vellore—632006 (Tamil Nadu).

Iread with mixed feclings the two articles—one by the English
teacher, Dr. Moghni and the rejoinder by you, in the ‘Manthan’ issue of
July 1989. My first reaction was that the article of Dr. Moghni should nor
have been published. It should have been politely returned—saying that
its tone and content defeat the noble purpose for which the great dialoguc
has been opened. 0

Now let me comment on the aim of people like this Doctor. We
have amidst the non-Muslims too, a similar kind.

No animal is cruel, idiolic, jealous or has any kind of vested interest.
It is only man, who claims to have the sixth sense, who says that he has
been graced by God with the capacity to be free (atheists say that freedom
emerges only when you deny God). He can be cruel, arrogant. The
sublime is no doubt the other side, a very rare phenomenon. The worst
fruits emerge due to object bondage. From Buddha to Marx, they all
say the same thing. The object may be wealth, your flesh or your false ego
—to coercive power. Not merely all the illusions are due to this, but also
all the crimes. This is the lesson in Gesta too. A Marxist can very readily
appreciate and accept this.

But vested interest is expressed in many ways. One way is by pro-
fessing that they fight for their people. This is the most hypocritical way
by which narrow selfish interest conceals itself from the people, dupes
them, uses them—and behind the scene laughs and enjoys it. Ihad an
experience of this when I addressed Muslim friends in the Jamat-e-Islami
meeting. I quoted a Tamil proverb to some muslim friends, which they
can very well appreciate—because they are Tamilians. The proverb
Simply says : “If you feed the other's child, your child will automatically
grow and flourish™. So to protect the muslims, the devoted Muslims.
should help the non-Muslims. It will return ten thousund fold to the
Muslim people. This argument found a very healthy response in my.
Muslim friends simply because they were ordinary people who were
working for their daily bread, who had no chance to exploit others—but
who were actually exploited by the richer Muslims. Secondly when I rais-
ed this question of the contribution of Muslims to the cause of non-
Muslim brothers in this land, they immediately said that it was a very
relevant issue, which should be clearly understood.
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The Republic of Mohammed was destroyed by the Islamic male and
petro-dollar combination. Issa, who, according to Mohammed himselr,
knew half of Quran—perhaps the more revolutionary half—should re-
emerge to recreate that after my talk was over—in the course of which |
said that Christians, down to present-day Marxists, all are pyramid-buil-
ders and so a new Christ may be born in the South American ~context—a
doctor, a Muslim lady came to me and said that I had articulated that
which was in her heart. Her husband also was happy to hear it. He too
They are now in Libya. She was formerly a minister
in Nasser’s Egypt. Of course such Muslims are also there. But there are
those who, saying that they are minorities, say that their interests should
be protected. Such follows never live for anybody except for themselves
This is my experience of thirty years of political life as a communist. Such
persons naturally provoke—and they gain by that provocation. They
don’t want the unity of the ordinary people. Such a unity is detested by
them only because such a unity will be detrimental to_their selfish inte-
fests. The ruling sectors in this land want such a situation to be perpetua-
ted. So, while we should expose the ulterior motives of such a section we
should never fall into the trap that this sinister section lays. In fact you,
Malkaniji, should be very carcful in answering these people. You demand
their avowed alternative, you expose them.

was a doctor.

Islam says that even pigs and dogs are Muslims. It is very good that
Islam says so, which means they too should be respected. When one Mus-
lim meets another he bows and says “Salam’. So, here pigs and dogs also
deserve such respect.

Let people who deal in such problems clearly understand that their
words and deeds should be for the noble task of uniting the people, and
never to divide them. Those who indulge in the latter are the worst ene-
ies of mankind, They will not be excused by man or god
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Narmada Project : the Conspiracy and
the Shame e

Sailendra Nath Ghosh

5T NOT & matter of national shame that the major politcal partes in

the country—the Janata Dal, BIP, and the Communist parties of diffe:
rent brands—have nothing to say on the world’s largest multi-purpose river
valley project, namely the Narmada Valley project, involving. 30, .
dams, 135 medium dams, the 3000 small dams, and laying elains to an .
Iay of Rs. 20,000 crores at current price 2 (I do not expect the Congre(1)
0 have any independent voice because it has become just an a 'ecu)?(v)
of the Prime Minister, who is pushing the project) Does. this wot s
that these national parties in the Opposition have Kept themselyes onn.
pletely unconcerned even about a project of this magnitude? Dofs‘mmr
also mean that if voted into power, these parties would not ks .
to do with the project? i

3 lhTI":hB!P has so pre-empted its attention on other issues that it has
e (;ug !ﬁto spare on sgch a controversial and gigantic project, even
wl?euri l“h“ ebch rgml the}:wes of people of Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat
it has big bases. The Communist parties have o th

ses . nly known that the
USSR, under Lenin's inspiration, had built up Dneiper Dam with foreign
exp?:we';.lhcy are unaware of the sea-change that has come about in the
world’s thinking on ecology, “people’s economy” y :

. s omy”, and alternative sci
and technology. They do not care to k e
now why the project for a b

on the Danube has been abandoned, why the USSR's big “water-dies i
plan” has been given up. A

e oSSy, uncil the USSR completely sheds s lusions about big
| arxist” parties will remain tongue-tied
I ! and practise fence-
| siding. The Janata Dal, most of whose leaders, had carlier beon i
Pandic Nehr's spell and who had seen him build Bhakra, Hirakud, DYC
lams, possibly feel that more of such big d e
: ams may be nec :
fusions assail their minds, it i o
: y , it would be more honest of th
with questions directed (o both the G Wt
h the Government and the iti
Project to start an issue-based, non-parti i sl
, non-partisan national debate. Tk
open up a process of thinking and i e i
and gt clearer ideas. Th
help these bodies to throw i o e
! ight from their cxperiences and 4 :
light on complex issues of development alternatiyes el

Is it not also a shame that th

J e Government d ef
b E loes not let the
know (0 whether it has approved. the Narmada. Valley broject e
"dll‘ev'ty or merely the Narmada Sarovar dam and the Sardar Sarovar daj s
2nd (i) what would be the cost of wiich component of the project i
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which year’s price-level ? Is it also nota shame that it has kept secret its
study of estimated costs and benefits from our own people 2 Is it not
utterly shameful that it has kept secret the Environmental Impact Assess-
ment which should necessarily be a public document?

A spokesman of the Government of Gujarat has recently claimed
that “the Prime Minister had got the project examined in minute detail,
particularly the environmental and ecological implications and it is only
thereafter that he gave the green signal to the ambitious project.” This is
an atrocious statement. Is th: EA (environmental assessment) meant only
for the Prime Minister’s satisfaction? Primarily, it is meant for scrutiny
by the people who know the environment better.

There is yet another irony. What are being palmed off as cost-benefit
studies are those by a genre of economists who have no concept of ecology,
of long-run economic costs, and the differential distribution of costs on
differing strata of the population—and who also consider everything
emanating from the industrial West as “modern”, “progressive” and
“without a superior alternative”. Such brain-washed, single-discipline-
bound people are unsuitable for cost-benefit studies. In fact, such cost-
benefit studies are a deception. We thus find, at the Government level, the

inati ti and i e i lie in both
the seeming (economic) cost-and-benefit studies and the ritual of an
environmental assessment. The shutting up. of these reports from public
view shows up a secretiveness, characteristic of a conspiracy.

The World Bank, too, has been party to this secretiveness. Its
secretiveness is understandable, for it is not a genuine development insti-
tution, Like the private banks, it cares more for its own profits. Its
efforts have always been directed to escorting the borrower countries to
the “technology traps” and the capital markets of industrial nations and
to keeping the debtor countries in permanent captivity in the name of
development. The latest reports—as summarised in The Statesman of
October 9—of the World Bank and the IMF show that both these institu-
{ions have been giving out less funds by way of credits and loans than what
they have been receiving from the debtor countries. ““The IMF received
over the last three fiscal years, July-June 1985-86, 1986-87, and 1987-88,
nearly § 1400 million more than it granted to member-countries, the vast
majority of which were Third World nations”. And the World Bank
disbursed “loans nearly $ 400 million less than it received in its dealing
with 17 most indebted nations.”

The twin bodies’ subservience to the world’s dominant commercial
interests dictated this secretiveness. Moreover, ““development thinking”,
even now, remains so divorced from ecological considerations that
hard ists consider 12 ¢ reports as @ nuisance
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0 rritating externality”, which is better kept away from public

 eturaly,intrna ions like Survival U.K.)
Cutural Suival (U5) and IWGIA (Denmar) pave found the World
Bank-funded projects as environmentally disastrous i
impoverishment, and originator of a new Sstein
impo . category of peopl
project refugess permanenly condemnad to destitution ang ng;rnyﬂely'

There have, therefore, bees i
ave, , been long-lasting demands fi -
‘mental organizations the world over, for* e h

— An open decision-making progess;

A significant role in the planni
i Pplanning process, for the people likely

— Completion of all impact analyses prior to making a decision
0 s i 2 01

— Incorporation, in the ai j
% nalysis of a project, of
environmental and social costs, and e

_Indcp:nden; (a\).ldil of (i) all estimates of the project costs and
impacts, and (ii) independent monitori i
el ring of the costs during the

nvimi:m v:tih these demands, the World Bank has recently released its
ental assessment procedure, which is nothing but a sly and covert

zjection of the NGOs’ d i
g lemands in the garb of conceding some. The new

Allows the environmental assessment (EA) to be a secret docu-
ment whose release is left to the discretion of the borrower country

:‘;;aa‘ls] the EA asif it is the concern of only the government
cials and the technocrats (who, under the prevailing system,

Recently, three U.S. us.
Defence Fund, the National Wildli s
ud, ildlife Federatio i
poley Insttie—pleaded_beore the US. S
funded projects in India, Brasil and Indonesiaare enviconmensally e
ese projects betray lack of consultation with the people. z
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are oriented to compartmentalised, hide-bound narrow-disci-
pline-based thinking and are purveyors of engineering outlooks):

—  Limits the review process to Bank Officials, many of whom have
a vested interest in promoting gigantic projects and are, at any
rate, attuned to the Western commercial civilization’s ways of
thinking

_ Allows the project to be approved even if provisionally, prior
to the completion of the environmental impact assessment
report. (This has a grave implication. Once a promise has been
made by the World Bank and construction has started, the
Bank develops a trend to justify its promise for investment,
no matter how -riddled the project may be with problems affec-
{ing the environment or common people’s lives. The media of
the vested interests in the borrower countries and the large army
of contractors and their political proteges and backers tend to
mount such pressures that ccological and people’s subsistence
problems appear peripheral. Everything needs to be viewed in
the context of the World Bank’s tradition of operations.
Whereas it has been loathe to make promises for projects which
strengthen people’s power and self-reliance, it has always been

prone to support projects which suit the interests of; or are at
least in accord with on the models favoured by, industrial
nations.)

Thus, it is evident that the World Bank and the ruling political elite
of the borrower countries have been colluding to severely limit the parti-
cipation of the local people in the review of the EA report.

This is the reason why citizen's organistions around the world have
jointly issued a fresh call for an “end to this secrecy”, for public scrutiny
of environmental impact statements and independent audit of the estimat-
ed cost-and-benefit statements prior to any loan-making decisions and
for comparing the project’s alternatives. These alternatives include develop~
ment projects for watershed reforestation, people’s water storage techni”
ques, soil desalinization, anti-desertification measures, woodlots, small-
scale farming with utmost care for natural fertilisers and pest control
techniques, small-scale solar, hydro-and wind energy systems, restrain
demand for energy and materials, consistent with ‘healthful living, and for
efficient management of resources.

t of

NEWS FROM FAR AND NEA

China Building Giant Buddha in Hong Kong.

The world’s biggest outdoor bronze statue, a colossal 275-ton

Buddha, is nearing complet .
island pletion on the top of hill on Hong Kong’s Lantau

The building of the enormous Buddl i

ha, which measures more th;
.3'3 ltlf‘f’es (108 feet) from ground to top, has been hailed as thr: moas':
significant event of the decade for Buddhists, But it is being built by

Beijing’s Ministry of Astronautics, a government agency in a co ry that
utics, a gov
; government agency in untry th:

i e Lantau Buddha, intended to “engure indefinitly.
i d of some 100 monks and nuns of the' Po Lin monasty
ithe statue now towers from top of a hill 482 meters above se.

*is the brain-
Y, over which
a level

A :‘hz Buddha, made of a steel from with bronze mounted on it
a“pg < 1{ 242 b\:\([)nze pieces, each one cast at China’s Nanjing Chen
chinery Works. The bronze picces were b ;
guan ht by boat fr
anjing to Hong Kong throughout Jul ot e
Up the narrow winding roads to Po Lin, SCe e T

, s,

The Buddba sits in a meditativ

e pose on a lotus throne with his rj
.7;1 r:|sed, symbolizing the taking away of suffering. His left ’shﬁ:l
g o ggd e his knee, bestows happiness. From the bottom
he hill, 260 wide steep steps lead up to- the base on which the Buddha

A huge clay model of the statue was i j
1 s made in Nanjing and a-

fon of Po Lin monks visited the casting workshop Gl e ?:‘efd-
f- the Buddha's expression and position, since “China wouldnt kno

ta Buddha should look like,” said Miss Tam. e
- I.hf;ffd?;"'a"".i l:ong Kong dollars (U.S. $7.7 million) needed to
ild (1 oming entirely from worldwide donati i
fimarily by the Hong Kon i il
3 2 Buddhist Association, with h
ounterpart on the mainland, the Buddhist Association of cme.?; e

Church services in the Kremlin

For the first time since the Russian revolutio rch services were
evolution, church services
€ld in the historic Uspensky Cathedral in the Krem| n,

; Moscow, on
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Today Reminds you

40
of USA in 1929

The 15th-century cathedral, where the czars were crowned and the
leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church are buried, filled with the smell
o inoanse and the sound of prayer for the first time since the Bolshevik : L
leadsre made atheism a state doctrine and turned the Kremlin churches in a mess, with Russia devaluing its Roabie by mnms .. IOmeS
o osoum picces. The service celcbrated the 400th anniversary of the American market eoonomy has become a rolemerer o, 100

Russia. role-model for many in

Moscow Patriarchate.

The Communist world is in a bad shape,

0 this situation, Soviet Foreign Minister Sheverdnadze has noted
5 ig isf
3 bl s: : i
t nobody need gloat ever another’s problems, that there as a time
:

““This is no longer a museum, “‘said Arch-priest Gregory Coghetti, a
hen the US economy was in a mess and ia

Jeader of the Russian Orthodox faith in Ttaly.

When the priests passed by, the people crossed themselves and some

prayed.

The Uspensky Cathedral is one of the glories of Russian church
architecture. The interior features the throne of Ivan the Terrible. 17:h-
century frescoes and many extra-ordinary icons, including “The Saviour

With the Fiery Eye.”

“Third World” in USA

» 1931, ‘Business

k' magazine reported that 100,000 Americans wanted to emigrat
grate to

Soviet Union.

*“Comparisons have limi
imited value. But I sti
xtent, our economi still say that, to a i
. oo provlems today are similar o, the b
e the early 1930s. Then, uncontroll dem o
pset the balance in your economy, whose led rugged
: major com~

lents were quite sou b
3 sound and efficien :
et t. In our country, rigid ‘regimenta-

David T. Kearns, chairman of Xerox Corporotion, USA, calls it

“the makings of a national disaster.””

e o Annual Earthquake Exercise in Japaj
n

Brad M. Butler, former chairman of Procter & Gai
the creation of “a Third World within our own country.”
b, Ber since the disastrous carthquake of Sept. |

it an annual drill of Disaster Prevention Dol
troyed Tokyo and killed 1,40,000,) i

\More than a third of tomorrow’s work force will be minoritics, 1923, Tapa ‘cdirios
ynd half ‘of those are kids growing up poor. A fourh (Ohat 1993 qule i

th don’t come close to having the skill to survives

Mr. Kearns said,
drop out and another fourt

in an advanced economy.” This year one in every ten Japanese took
0k part in

ing little yellow fla;
E gs  thr
R e o ke

i the exercit
vernment, business and education, 5 designa:fd'
g into a nation of educational haves 208

loyment haves and have-nots; thatl
he effect on the econom

The result, say leaders in gor
that the United States is developing
have-nots, who are fast ‘becoming empl
this polarization follows racial lines. and that t
and the country could be devastating.

Every year, 1,000 quakes,
ingly real, jolt this island natios

It spends more than § 2 billi
e and local governments sp:

. sansine from imperceptible to nause-
on. And every year, the national govern-

on quake research and readiness, whil
end much more. i

“If we continue to let ghildun who are bora ifx poverty fail “v’ ‘Every Japanese sch
the kind of education that will allow them to participate in our ecor f e
and our society productively,” Mr. Butler said, “‘then some time in th:ﬂZ T
century this nation will cease to be a peaceful, prosperous democracy-

00l child knows to keep a
. D  jug of drinking
underwear in @ handy spot. Every schep!. i:fma
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the Apeejay wa

O ur blend is simple.

We put the special entreprencurial skills
of the Apeejay Group 1o work.
Introduced fresh ideas

10 a traditional business.
Initiated progressive cost controls
and financial management.
Expanded and modernized factorics
Restored sound agricultural practices.
And the results are there for all to sce.
Abundant quantity,
Sustained quality.
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d with machines that could render the pool water

‘ming pool is equippe
500 small fire extinguishers in

potable, and the ward has placed 2,
boxes on streets throughout the ward.

Perhaps more important, Tokyo engineers say they build skyscra
subviays, bridges and highways to withstand quakes. Skyserapers are
Ufoxible,” with various technologies allowing them 0 bounce and sway

instead of topple.

First Class Histories of Two World Wars

A'few ‘yoars back Paul Fussell wrote the story of World War I—
“The Great War and Modern Memory’, which became a classic. He has
o Gome out. with the story of World War IL—Wartime : Understanding,
o ehaviour in the Second World War'. ‘This bock sold 36000 in its

first week.

The Second World War, he writes, was full of fatal errors—Americ
can gunners shooting down their own airplancs, planes bombing their oVl
army’s troops. It included sadistic behaviour, & SHu(ty cynicism on the
part of the fighting men and the unnecessary slaughter of civilians
sl believes that most of the reality of war has bedh
aign of pretification whose mai
yolume pictorial history

Moreover, Fus:
obscured behind a_retrospective camp
exponent is the Time-Life Books multi
war.

But “Wartime” has been sharply criticized -on the ground- that it
devoid of political judgment. Without the sacrifice of those who dicd
Siroumstances more meaningful than Fussell allovs, the world would s
be living cither cowed or crushed by tyranny.

«f didn't wrife the book to annoy people,” he said. “ really W8
the book so that young people who didn’t have the experience, would K
what the war was like. I was hoping that the reader might come ou¥
this with a more complicated view of life and death than the Disneyl
view of the world.”

Is he a shatterer of myths ? “Not everywhere,” he said, “but
in places where the mythology is a threat to public maturity 1
everybody in the United States to be very highly educated, to have &
taste. T mean, people say, “But aren’t you an elitist,” and 1 say, ‘YeS
1 want everybody to be an elitist".”
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