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The Role of RSS in the Emergency

By : Ved Prakash Bhatia

ONTHS AFTER the imposition of Enmergency and ban on fhe
Shrimati_Gandhi wailed at the Chandigarh session of her Con-
on December 27, 1975 -

ien in places where the RSS was an unknown organisation, it has established
foothold. After the ban, th en no let up.

in its activities, They
iow functioning in an organised underground manne, Evenin a region like
a, the RSS has established @ firm foothld . (vide, The Hindu, Decem-

he lady’s chagrin was understandable, because her sprawling intel-
¢ outfit had told her that while all the opposi ion parties had been
paralysed, and even though the RSS had been made the major target
fror tactics, the Sangha” had retained its organisational machinery

in tact and was working as the most potent instrument for carry.
ut the plans and Pprogammes of the Lok Sangharsh Samiti. And so
hronic RSS phobia expressed itself in more and more shrill notes.

me 25,000 activists of the RSS were held under MISA and ap
DIR within a fey weeks of the Emer-
me 80,000 who courted arrest during

on the organisation on
Sarsanghachalak, was arrested at Nagpur g
ad, UP., training camp,

along with lakhs
the underground

iti (LSS).

_msevaks and sympathisers, were also able to ju
fRent under the directions of the Lok Sangharsh, Sam,

e first and foremost task before the underground RSS leadership
0st-June 26 reign of terror was o revive the morale of the

silence by the sledge-hammer treatment at the hands
Indira regime, and to mobilise them for the second liberation
nt.

OPIE's power must not be discredited:

—that was the thought
Stin their minds in that darkest hour

n the history of free Inda,

| meeting of some underground LSS and RSS leaders was held
three days of declaration of Emergency in Delhj and it was
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decided to go ahead with the one-week satyagraha decided upon by (e

LSS on June 25 in the presence of Shri Jayaprakash Narayan, a“;. p:lsx:.iu‘c
Shrimati Gandhi to step down until the Suprcm:hcgu!n ulzl;/:;dmflr(:\z"q;;"
i adership had fran} 2
act, the remnants of opposition lea 4 e
]zaly[dcn;"e RSS could organise effective resistance in that situation ,\.‘“
result, 90 persons courted arrest on six days in m_ereremd ‘;’:::s g
. iti f ented repression an S0~
ital under conditions of unprecedente: s o
cgfmln was mainly an RSS venture and an incredible feat of non-violcnt
sustil type satyagraha. Because of ruthless suppression, in the carly
stages even the spectators had to be provided by the organisers.

system of regular underground contacts and parleys was evolved,
places in every state were visited by onc of the top RSS organisers
month for listening to the suggestions of workers, stock-taking and
¢ Mectings of 0 to 15 leaders were held at some important
once a month or so. Three topmost leaders—Shri Madhay Rao
foShri Moropant Pingle and Shri Bhaurao Deoras—met  mopy
ity to take decisions on important matters arising from time o
The visiting leaders rarely stayed more than a day in one house,
fimes breakfasting, lunching and dining at different places, . Nc. one
Detrayed by an informer.  Meetings in the same city sometimes
for a whole week. 3

3 ha in Patel Chowk, New Delhi,

ther such feat was the satyagraha in P New Delr,

by aAl:laOnd of workers led by Lala Hans Raj Gupta, Sanshachalal of

Deihi and foreet Mayor of Deli; on the opening day. of the ‘emergency
session of Parliament in July 1975.

“The all-important task of restor
ichieved in 4 mater of weeks
tate at regula

ipg the channels of communication
While organisers from Delbi went to
r intervals, emissaries from every state came to Delhi
Jeek o pool their news, and to exchange notes. In addition,
addresses, code names and telephone numbers were communicated
{ersons in every state for exchanging messages and information

Meanwhile, it was clear to the leadership that the struggle ahcad
as going to be long and bitter. Preparations were made for L\‘.n;:r
w‘olzit peaceful satyagraha movement on Gandhian Imdcs, d(()(pr;z ¢
i 0 censor-
ted persons  and en
ifti gency, release of arres en
lifting of the Emerg ¢ s B
i i tic norms in the country. As o
ip, so as to establish democrat ey
f::):of the opposition parties was shz\l:r:d‘ by government aillo‘r: -
RSS undertook to set up the requisite machinery for the purpose. N
issaries to various states to re-establish contacts at various levels and
em s
mobilise all democratic forces.

ek the one-weck satyagraha in early July, breaking the censorship
er was the main task. In fact, news bulletins had started coming out

ewardship of Nanaji Deshmukh
€ Yery morrow of the declaration of Emergency. But the most orga-
Lefforts in this direction were made by the RSS activists.

Special efforts were made to mobilise the states of Kerala, Tamils An All-India weekly ne

o s 'r

nadu and Punjab with their CPM, DMK and Akali el :\h;g
leadership was specially approached for the purpose, and their resp.

was encouraging.

ws bulletin named ‘Lok  Sangharsh’, both in
dand Hindi, and another local bulletin, *Janavan’  starteq coming
B e otioly 1975 It was duplicared in ten contie ¢
d distributed in thousands in the adjoining states. A fon copies
Sangharsh®  were sent to each of a score of state centres. A few
afler the Emergency was imposed, RSS Publicity Cell started a
jicr bulletin. lts copies were sent to- all the state capitals, It used
210 16 pages. From there, state bulletins were issucd in thousands,
rating the national news from the all-Tndia. bulletin plus the state
The process was repeated

Thus thoush the RSS was not amember of the LSS as such, i
cadres formed the backbone of the resistance movement. RSS praghi:ih.
gave up their usual dhoti and kurfa and started wearing v ol

ing beard or moustache, used

. Some of them started sporting
::g‘dycd their hair. RSS offices and houses of known syn]paln{w_:zced
continued to be raided all over India. But very MZ could b; g
Tt arly swoop. In one such raid on a flat i

this way after the early swoop. . ) o
if Decenber 1975, Shri Yaday Rao Joski, RSS erganicer for South ’1‘:;\8
as arrested on the eve of the meeting of all-India leaders. Sﬂn‘?n. (,“Je
s s e e e polic: =iy
ficss plices. Howsver: i mesling | was/held, as setisdulodyin sp
the raid.

at the district level.

8US literally hundreds of bulletins in every Indian language started

these were just single sheets,
but in some places they got
2 000 copies of their clandestine bulletin,
were distrbuted every week. However, by September 1975
o orial started pouring out on a large scale to satisy the mations
Plé hunger for the facts of the situation. The RSS was involved o 11
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inti vere booked from time; ther eminent journalists and police top brass. Tn addition, the 20 State

B N yH wu:i'zgfzcgiyp:;:‘:ﬁicf.r Sy entres duplicated and distributed this material on their own.

to time. an)

Apart from the publication of news bulletins, pamphlets and‘bI:)okmS
on various aspects of the situation were written in the pubhlcvlyo«,c s and
published for distribution at home and abroad. For example, s of
members” speeches in the emergency session of _pamamsm i nns.
were printed in Hindi and English and widely distributed. g
the crackdown and large-scale arrests and the reaction of 1'.” i ~\:Ull
press were also widely circulated. Similarly smasing replies to Mg
Gandhi’s motivated charges against the democratic opposition as a pretext
for imposing the Emergency, were issued in a booklet

§ Thus the flow of vital news went on, in spite of total elimination of
the opposition point of view and news from the officially controlled press ,
tadio and TV. By and by even Intelligence Burcau

and foreign press came
b depend on underground fiter

ature for an authentic picture of the situa-
0. The underground bulleting were able to destroy almost  completely
credibility of the Indira Government and the kept mass media.
fliere was a great demand for this literature even among Congress MPs,
e news of arrests, police atroeities, news from jails, statements of Jp.
hd other oppositition leaders, extracts from foreign press,
he Indira Durbar. exploits of the Sanjay M:
inder ther bulldozer regime thiis reached

ountry in a matter of days.

goings-on in
afia and the plight of the poor

In all more than thirty booklets, some of them rebutting Govern- the remotest corners of the

ment’s wid charges against the RSS, were cireulated.  Some of these were,
LK. Advani’s ‘A Tale of Two Emergencies’ and ‘RSS & E}xlmr;uv:i/',
“Know the RSS". ‘RSS is a Force for Democracy’, ‘Appeal to the &
besides detailed reports like “Tourture of Political Prisoners g
“Plight of the Working Class’ and “Truth About the Economic :
Since the Emergency’. Some of these were written by detenus in j

Describing the underground movement in India as the “only non-

revolutionary force in the world”, the prestigious London “Econo-

WSt in its December 4, 1976 issue said that “it 15 dominated by tens of
fiousands of RSS cadres, though more and more young recruits are
ming in...its plaiform at the moment has only one plank :
jocracy back to India”.

to bring
InJune 1976a cyclostyled fortnightly bulletin named ;‘SM{Y:
Samachar” started coming out from Delhi, with the blcssmgsof![; n g T
the offcal newslettr of the Lok Sangharsh Samit, edited by V.P. Bl T Econemit urhr sid
under the direction of Shri Digvijaya Narain Singh, MP. ln‘lcninlv,i:rll B oo
enough, stencils for the first two issues of ‘Satya Samachar” were cu

“The movement is_getting full sup-
It is being financed by 60,000 to 70,000 small con-

ome 30,000 men on the wanted list are given full protection,
¥ i Parlias not a single one has been caught because of an informer; clandesting
e Om Mehta wanted the Opposition rooms in b e S
ot o S Speaker Baliram Bhagat put his foot down Tature is being printed and delivered all over India. Political consofous.
ment House searche aker Balira

1 S thus raised, a spark can set the revolutionary prairie afire.”
RSS workers were active in the collection of news for it, and in itS§

all over Indi , a printed fortnightly, .mm;d
. ices thes
“Satyavani’, started coming out from London under the auspices O\[wuks
‘Friends of India Society International’, which the RSS Swa‘y;m‘u“'mi'
abroad helped float with the cooperation of overseas Indians. ulfn o
had to be smuggled into India—and it created a new headache for
police.

Some of the news bulletins
anavani’,

brought out with active RSS help were
“Lok Sangharsh’ ‘Mashal etc. from the northern states, Then
fere were ‘West Bengal Newsletter’, ‘Satya Barta’ of Assam, ‘Asli
ehar” of Maharashtra, Vajra,
er’ and “Kerala Newsletter”

Sama-
yuddham’ from Andhra, ‘Karnataka Newslet-

The ten-week satyagraha launched on November 14, 1975, in which
arly a lakh of people, comprising not only youngmen but also those
dtuire in age and experience, also participated, had overwhelming number
F swayamsevaks in it. Every State contributed its share in this yagna.
SPite of determined police attempts to scare away prospective satya-
lis through terror and torture in police stations, waves of swayamsevaks
© forward. Tales of torture failed to deter them. It was a grand feat

After “Satya Samachar’ was forced to close down mlsc:_ozi
1976 because of police raids, the RSS publicity cell g
tal started issuing two, instad of one, weekly bulletins e v
‘Delhi Newsletter’ containing news from the Capital and o
Bulletin’ containing a digest of news received from the Sm‘(es.c} e
rature was mailed to some 20,000 addresses all over India. Lonis
regularly posted to the PM, Cabinet members, high officers,
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in the history of free India, which surpassed the records of even the
freedom  struggle during the British days. It was a saga of sacrifices which
tired out the police and civil administration so much that they were sick
of holding Mrs. Gandhi’s Emergency baby. It corroded the Government
from within also.

So great was public mobilisation for the satyagraha that in a tehsil in
Karnataka, every village contributed satyagrahis. There are examples of
every house in a village sending a satyagrahi or two.

Secing the RSS Swayamsevaks® defiance of the Emergency regime in
spite of cruel beatings in public, so that some fell unconscious on way to
police stations, the late Shri A.K. Gopalan remarked : *“There is some
lofty ideal which is capable of inspiring such deeds of bravery and stamina
for sacrifices.’”

Daily bulletins carrying satyagraha news were issued during this
period. On the eve of the launching of the satyagraha, a leaflet, “Why
Satyagraha 7, was distributed widely—in cinema halls, buses, schools
and colleges, offices and other public places. Government officers found
them m the files, students on their desks and householders in their letter
boxes. Thousands of RSS workers went from door to door at night,
slipping in underground literature. This aspect of the movement forms «
romantic chapter in itself. One of the largely circulated documents was
political forecast about Shrimati Gandhi imposing ‘an artificial emer
gency’ and ordering large scale arrests. It had first appeared in the
“Motherland’, dated January 26, 1975,

The following report, again from the ‘Economist’, London, gives an
idea of how the ten-week satyagraha went off : “The first sustained protest
against India’s emergency laws has ended according to plan. This was 4
two-month-long satyagraha or Gandhi-style passive resistance movement
in which Indians all over the country offered themselves for arrest. The
public obliged and about 80,000 people were taken in: 15,000 in Karna-
taka, 9,000 in Kerala, 8,000 each in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, 5,000 in
Delhi. Together they brought the total number of political ~prisoners now
held in India to an estimated 1,40.000. The satyagraha was organised in
300 districts by the leaders of India’s underground movement. Its object
was not to bring down the government—they were more realistic than that
—but to test popular response and their own power of mobilization.”

More than 85 percent of the Satyagrahis were Swayamsevaks. The
next best contribution was that of the Akalis—over 30,000. The Akalis
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inued their satyagraha even after the close of the all-India  satyagra
he Lok Sabha elections were announced. i
| Among the RSS members who offered  satyagraha were prominent
ns including eminent doctors, lawyers, teachers, journalists, worke
asants, small industrialists, businessmen, social workers and. philanthro.
. There was a good number of students and youth,

| This is not (o belittle the contribution of

the predominant contribution of the RSS du(:::;r o
nowledged by all the constituents of the Lok Sanghars|
ing during and after the satyageaha. In fact, they paid handso
ites to the RSS for it. Similarly its role in mass awakening, leading. o
fotal alienation of the Indira regime, is a matter of history, 4

satyagraha was
h Samiti at its

' Now it can be told that after the termination of the 10-week satya-
a on Jm!\laly 26, 1976, the RSS began preparations for an even
T non-violent struggle. Enrolment of volunteers from every section of

hent—down to the tehsil level in some states like Karnataka.

S movement for the overthrow of the Emergency regime wo
en launched if Mrs. Gandhi had not ordered  clections
motives in doing so. !

A mighty
uld have
whatever her

In spite of strict police watch, packets i< i

€ were delivered in the hotel rooms Zf the de?efga?er;“ (](E)mlel:ge“cy s

Ith Parliamentary Conference held in New Delhi

0 the delegates went to Agra to see the Taj, they g

amphlet, innocuously titled ‘Better Conditions in Indi;
0 to lunch, they

napkin,

Common-
in October 1975.
ot an oppositionr
i’. When they sat
found more Opposition literature, nicely placed under

beAn‘ar;Agl-;;mergency demonstration was staged in the Red Fort on
ftober 1, 1975, on the occasion of the official i iti
gmes. Sim“mly e i : rec:puo‘n to the visiting
held when the delegates visited different states in four groups,
Pranda were presented to them and even A
Sence in some places. The aim was to dispel

Me
Satyagraha staged in thei-
1 the impression that India
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had meekely accepted dictatorship or that people were happy with the
Emergency measures, as was being made out by the Government’s spokes-
men abroad.

RSS boys raised anti-Emergency slogans from the broadcasting
booth on the occasion of a cricket test match in Jaipur. They shouted
slogans and distributed anti-Emergency literature when the late President
Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed rose to address a rally of teachers and students
on Nov. 19, 1975, Indira’s birthday, in the National Stadium, Delhi. The
young protesters occupying VIP chairs, passed on LSS pamphlets to hund-
Teds of students and teachers before they raised slogans when the Presi-
dent arrived. Their leader, a school boy named Gopal, mounted the dais
and took hold of the mike, before being whisked away by the stumped
security men. There was virtual scramble for leaflets. the response of the
audience was surprisingly favourable.

Similarly, in London, the Friends of India Society International
was set up by RSS men in England to mobilise Indians abroad for the
restoration of civil and human rights, denial of which had tarnished the
image of the country. Its branches were set up in 40 countries. It did
such fine work that the Indian ministers on visit abroad used 1o go
underground to avoid facing the inconvenient questionings of overseas
Indians. It completely cancelled out the motivated official propaganda
dished out by our embassies abroad, and the foreign press started
relying on FISI sources for their write-ups on India

Seasoned workers like Shri Kidar Nath Sahani, Shri Bhide and
Shri Makrand Desai were sent to secure the help and blessings of
overseas Indians in this crusade for liberty. The FISI published useful
literature and held meetings on the birth-days of Gandhiji and JP and a
number of demonstrations before Indian embassies. RSS members
actively helped setting up of ‘Indians for Democracy” in the USA.

Shri Sahani played a notable role in exposing the motivated praise
of the Emergency by a few labour politicians like Sir Michael Foot and
Miss Jenny Lee. London ‘Times’ and ‘Guardian’ published the text of
Shri Sahani’s statement and took the two British leaders to task for trying
to make the worse appear the better reason.

One of the important tasks allotted to the RSS units was that of
looking after the needs of political prisoners and their families. Every
district unit was ‘allotted’ a particular jail. The particlar unit was
responsible for sending money and materials like clothing, medicines,
foodstuffs and latest news to the particular jail. It also arranged for legal
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fand kept in touch with the prisoners’ families through regular visits by
yamsevaks. This kept the morale high, both inside and outside the
5. When clections were declared, RSS men put all their encrgics into

ampaign and joined hands with the masses to restore democracy by
ig down the authoritarian regime.

. Thus .Ihc RSS proved itse f to be an invincible force for democracy
non-violence, givinga lie to the interested parties that it had no
n d.emucracy or that it believed in violence, It made the maximum
ibution and sacrifices at the altar of freedom and human dignit;

as the backbone of the resistance movement. =

‘THl.E LAST WEEK of February 1977, therefore, Mrs. Gandhi
‘established contacts with the RSS. A very senior officer was deputed
:el.lhe top five underground RSS leaders. The offer was that she
ffI|f| the ban on the RSS and release the 30,000 RSS people still in

it agreed to withdraw its workers from the Janata electi -
. The RSS rejected the offer. S

At that slvage she still thought that she would win the clection. She
wanted things made less difficult for her by RSS withdrawal,

The RSS leaders pointed out that she had gone too far. Even the
rs of the Sar-Sangha-Chalak had not been acknowledged. Swayam-
S, Ih:?reforc, were bent upon settling the issue through the elections,
,elv=n if she won the election, Sangha would launch an even higge;
gle to dislodge her. The emissary argued that she i

return for lifting the ban. T 50“}“‘"“8

The RSS leaders argued that she didn’t deserve any prizes for right-
wrong—and that, too, so belatedly.

| “You have ruined thousands of families, snatched the means of
ood of thousands more, and tortured countless workers. So, now if
l]';t the ban and release the innocent ones detained, there may still be
ope of removing some of the bitterness thus

< generated, and i
‘the feelings of the victims.” T
At this the said official replied : “You people have been rotting in
Or the last 21 months. They may start breaking down soon. How.
VWIII you hold out in this situation 7"

He was told that there

d that ther was continuous contact between those out-
d those inside jails,

that morale inside prisons was very high
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and there was no let up in underground movement also, so that another

By : Jaya Prakash Narayan
three to four years’ fight was not at all difficult.

Addressing an RSS Training Camp in Patna on November 3, 1977,
Morover, the official was told, the Swayamsevaks in jail would not Jaya Prakash Narayan said :
{olerate any compromise with tyranny which could cancel out their sacri-
fices and make it difficult for them to hold their heads high and play their

AM VERY GRATEFUL to you for inviting me here and honouring
due role in national reconstruction after coming out of jail.

me in this manner. 1 have nothing new (o say on this occassion
haps this is the time to clarify what I have already said, because some
ithe things have led to certain misunderstandings. As newspapers do
carry things in detail, the general reader is likely to be misled for lack
e publication of the context which. precedes or succeeds a particular
rvation.

It was made clear to him that the agreement had to be honourable
to both the sides and that, in the official announcement lifting the ban,
there should not be even a single word derogatory to the RSS and that
such a thing will create a permanent gulf between the two sides.  More-
over, for such a reconciliation, all those dismissed from service had to be
taken back and all the propertics and institutions seized will have to be
restored.

I have said it before, and I say if again today, that it appears o me.
it there is need for the Sangh and, maybe, there is evena need for a
dification in its aims and objectives. Though it is not a reality, even
B people identify it with Hindu communal and caste interests. But [
bW that a lot of discussion is going on between your organisation and
adres about associating the followers of other religions, especially
fhose religions which were not born in India, such as Islam and Chris-
ity, but are Indians in the same way as we Hindus are. Their fore-
s were also Hindus and conversion led (o increase in their numbers
50 to a fecling of separatism which was exploited by British imperi-
. The imperialists were suceassful in dividing India into two
88, Later on. with the creation of Bangladesh of its own gecord,
became three parts. But [ believe that including Bangladesh and
tan, we are one nation. Our states can be separate but our nation
always been the same—Bharatiya, Iqbal himself, who was 4 great
of Urdu and Persian, has said :

The talks broke down at this stage. The cmissary was, however,
sporting enough to remark that he expected precisely such an honourable
stand on the part of the RSS leadership. ' He also said that such a stand
was natural in view of the fact that the RSS organisation was intact in
spite of the ban. “While those inside jails are mostly old, your youthful
workers are functioning as if it is_normalcy, the families of the MISA
detenus are being looked after and your leaders are _touring all over the
country. As you are nonie the worse for the emergency. I expected pre-
cisely the kind of reply you have given.”

The election campaign which started asa breeze, soon became &
raging storm that uprooted the emergency regime and dumped it onlfl\‘e
dung-heap of history. Although the Sangha was still under a ban
Swayamsevaks formed the vanguard of the Janata electoral revolution

“Kuchh baat hai ki hasti mit-ti nahin hamari’

(There is something perennial about us that has not allowed our

i al’s! 1
The general acclaim that followed, would have turned a lesser mortal B i

head. But Balasaheb showed no pride—and no prejudice. His reactiof
was : “Forgive and forget”. It was reminiscent of Shri G\]\'IIJ! s \mrdf
in his hour of triumph after the unconditional lifting of the ba‘n in 1949, g
“We don’t break our teeth, just because they happen to bite into Ul
tongue.” 5

* So friends, there is something special about us and we have to hold
0 it as something invaluable. In spite of being divided into three
today, the biggest of these parts, Bharat, has to conduct itself in
b a way, and has to have such a vision, that we should be able to win
arts of the two parts separated from us in the cast and west. These
may remain separate—as has been the case in the past also, when
it was divided into so many states—but even then our Bharatiyata
ianness should be retained. People in the other two parts should




68

ve to
consider Bharat their own in the same way as we Hindus do.  We have o

work towards that end.

Apart from this, we Hindus have to look towards, and B o oo
to, the rank injustice and weakneses in Hindu society which -
create feelings of high and low and of untouchability, and e
Dharma in a perverted form. We should create a fccl‘mg or ':v\nbl\;nx;
among Harijans, Brahmins and others. We are Hindus. i eing
Bharatiya—this fecling bas to be created among those also e
treated as separate from us and lower than us. Muslims ﬂRnSS 2 fans
are also Bharatiya. Thus there is a definite task before the g
solidate the nation, so that the feeling of one nationhood is e
all of us and the nation has the capacity to accommodate all thel B s
and diversities within itself. We Hindus have no holy centre I e
and Medina or Rome outside India. For us India is everything and all our
devotion is centred herein. But our brethren who _embraced olg;r b
tigions, and thus were separated from us as_co-religionits, are Bhar frg
still There were cases of forcible con\fe!s on also—so that jomc 3 .
braced death while avoiding such conversions. Those converte . e
religions have places of worship outside India and, maybe. some i
have their founts of inspiration putside. For Muslim hrelhcreln e o
Arabia and cities like Mecea and Medina. Rome is such 2 holy city of
the Christians. Constantinople is another such city. For m!.g.o_usBl.T, i
ration, they may look outside, but their national g o
‘The Germans, the French, the British, the Italians and the i
separate nations, although their religion, Christianity, is the same oo
follow the Pope but others, the _Protestants, have _different o
centres. In spit of religious diffences they have the feeling of being
one nation. They consider it their good fortune to geta  chance to sac
fice their all for the nation.

reli-

The days of religious crusades are over. So many battles have :::Lu‘
fought in the name of [slam and Christianity and other religions il
and elsewhere.  But now the sentiment of nationalism dominates a 5
the world, so that there are different nations. But now-a-days there
move to bring them together even while retaining theic diversity. =
some reasons, man’s intellect tends towards unity. God is b
men are his creatures. Al the philosophics point to unity in diversi e
of them aim at finding out some binding link among the e
of the world. ~ President Wilson of USA brought the League o R
into being and we now have the United Nations. This ey
bring together all the nations of the world on one_platform, |‘3 et g
cannot say that One World Government is in the offing. T
no doubt that the ultimate aim is that of One World, m_spui_or bl
racial, linguistic and geographical differences. But that is a fal 2
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Pite of so many diversities among the people of India and existence of

many states in the past, the unity of India has been maintained. But
imes of Mauryas and Guptas, this ver

empires i this country. These
ave been weak in statecraft. But
| due deference to those among you who profess different religions, I
say perhaps no other religion can match the catholi

ophical texts. In other religions, there
, by repeating which you would be
lion and become its devotee. Bufamong us, those who put faith in
#and even those who decry them, are Hindus. ' In fact the word
s not an ancient one and is ,not found in any of the aneient
PKS. L was other people who spoke s’ as ‘h and ‘Sind" as ‘Hind',
o called us Hindu. In fact, it had nothing to do with any religion and
Lonly a geographical connotation.

is some one book or holy
initiated into the particular

So friends, there are many tasks before the RSS and some of them
e very difficult.

Take the caste system, for example. I cannot say what
ie Sangh is trying to do for breaking this system. I can understand
eone being called high or low according to his action, but in actual
factice we have made a society in which we have dubbed someone  as.
Mouchable and someone as ‘Brahmin fit to be worshipped as a god. The
hmin devta’ may be a ‘chandal’ by action, still he is Brahmin, In the
IS, WC see people greeting a Brahmin by expressing the desire to
ch his feet. “Panditji, paye lagi,” they say. But such an honour is
S¥er given (0 an untouchable, howsoever noble he may be.
Thus [ have great expectation from this revolutionary organisation
challenge of creating a new India.
gur venture whole-heartedly. Sometimes I have offered you my advice
I'have even criticised you, but that was as a friend. This is because [
iderstand my strength and your potentialities. There is no other organi-
D in the country which can match you. The task of building up the
faeter of the youth is a very urgent task in the country today. We had
% Youth movement recently and I had the good fourtune of accepting
leadership on their insistence. I agreed with great reluctance as [
them that I was ill and that they should be satisfied with seeking my
lCe whenever necessary. But When they insisted that T would have to
Up their leadership, I agreed. They have achieved something. But
the movement has slackened. Its revolutionary content has been
It does not have the capacity now to change the society,
is nced for change in society in very sphere —
i I have unshakable faith that we can be one n:

I have welcom-

economic,
ation even
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while fulfilling the demands of our different religions and communities
Even while carrying out the necessary rituals, we can be united in our
hearts to form one nation. As you call yourself ‘Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh’ and not ‘Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh’—and this name has bee;
decided upon with due deliberation—therefore it is my desire that you
should be instrumental in bringing about a revolution in India. The
revolutian ushered in by you will command greater respect becausc
people of your standing in the higher rungs of the caste hierarchy likc
the Brahmin and Kshatriya classes, will enjoy greater acceptability. Such
an acceptability will not come in the case of Chhatra Sangharsh Samiti
and Lok Sangharsh Samiti—at least not in the Hindu Society.

On this occasion I want to point it out that we are passing throug
revolutionary times today. The traditions handed down to us by our
ancestors are great. We should go ahead with the task of changing ou
selves first and by discarding all that is wrong, evil or out-dated, even
while retaining what is noble in our heritage. One who does not chang.
himself and his life, has no right—and no power—to change others.

Those who cannot change their own lives have no right to ask others
to do so. You are committed and devoted people and also disciplined and
imbued with many qualities. Itis my expectation from you, and as ar
elder, it is my prayer, that God may bless you with strength enough to give
anew shape to India so that you are able to create a new India in which
human beings behave as brothers to each other and where there is no
distinction of high and low, rich and poor. This is possible and this
should be done.

Even though I know that it is difficult to wipe out poverty—and in
any case it is not_something that can be achieved in a few days—it is 2
task worth accomplishing. There are so many households today in which
children do not get their fill; they go fo sleep crying with hunger
Whatever little foodgrains they get are of the lowest quality. It is such &
painful situation. How shall we change it? The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh should think over this : how to bring about economic_transforma-
tion? How to transform the villages? All our leaders, including Mahatma
Gandhi, have worked for it. You have included Mahatma Gandhi also
in your morning prayers and he is indeed worth remembering every
morning. Thisis a very good thing you have done. If he had lived &
little longer he would have guided us a little more to remove untoucha-

bility and other evils from the Hindu society. But the way is clear now:

and T think that more than myself you can undertake this mission becausé
you are more competent to do it. You think and deliberate upon the
Various aspects of our traditions, our culture and Dharma constantly.
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Therefore I appeal to you to consider every moment valuable f
purpose. We want to see our country in' such a condition wherein
mins and Harijans. treat cach other as brothers and embracs each
rv_;m;om hesitation, where the distinctions between ~ rich ‘;njlepoor
i:'i::l:a“o(:lu(..r:i:disw}:‘ze h(rl‘lcidpizo}:\dle have direct control over the
e, :
ot perhaps be possible in oier oumires, but 1 e mie
igient land where the institution of Gram Panchayats orked mhms
d of years and where they are still playing their role in L
other. Their condition may not be excallent today, bat. they g s
finding reminder of what they were once. So this society, its g{u:i?ud
Blory and the heritage of our forefathers, the sacrifices of e builde
is country and their achievements and the freedom that we h

u are the inheritors of all thatwand itis for you o make the best ges
u but to bring you

it [ am saying this not with a view to flattering yo
Your word has far-reaching effect. There is the

each

yme the actual situation.
drce of spiritualism (Brahmanatva) and thousands

ure at our back. You
lat is taking place befol
50 at your disposal

of years of our ancient
arealso in the forefront of the transformation
re.our very eyes. The results of this change are

4 l:;n:::s‘,‘l ar‘n'overwhclmcd when I think about the matters concer-
ntry. I know that I don’t have lon i ivil :
e the couy ¢ g to live. Tam liv

T lwcd time, and am at the brink of death. Even then T am d:‘t?;n‘:xn
€d to serve my country, my society, m; :
: y » my people and the poor and
‘m(:edor the land to the last ounce of my energy and xl?e last Zvezl?:
1 }%’ic: );.I:commen: (obyou the ideals of service, renunciation and

3 ave no doubt that you are already i i
IS and are of self-sacrificing natu e e
a g re and noble cond i
203 of a vast country o L
Pen to you. You can accomplish a I

€You strength and ma i e
. o ay youlive up to such expectations. Thanks

a




The 1979 War on RSS

Although Janata Party came into_power basically because of RSS
support in 1975-77, it behaved with the RSS even worse than Congress.

RSS was very good as long as it went to jail and helped with the
elections. But it became “communal” and “fascist” ifit did not hely
somebody become Prime Minister.  Whn Shri Charan Singh was drop-
ped by Shri Morarjibhai, the first thing he did was (o ring up Jhande
wala—RSS Karyalaya in Delhi—to find out where Shri Balasaheb was
He wanted to get in touch with the Sar-Sangha-Chalak there and then
He was told that Balasaheb was just then leaving for the airport and
would see him on his next visit, which he did.

Just as during the emergency Mr. Charan Singh wanted a merger
only with the Congress, o just before the cmergency, he wanted
merger only with Jana Sangha. Writes Shri L.K. Advani in lusfl]u
People Betrayed’ : ‘When we did not agree, he motored down from
Lucknow to Kanpur to meet RSS Chief Balasaheb Deoras, and requested
him to use his influence with the Jana Sangha and make it agree to his
proposal. Deoras, as has been his consistent stand i such matters, old
Charan Singh that it would be advisable for him to pursue the matter
directly with the Jana Sangha.”

But this same Charan Singh went about accusing the RSS of inter-
fering in Janata affairs! Actually it was only a case of these leaders
interfering in RSS affairs.

The late Karpoori Thakur, then Chief Minister Bihar, who told
the Delhi Press on October 20, 1977. that RSS had given his Govcrn;
ment valuable cooperation in the implementation of land reforms and
redistribution of land, now discovered that RSS was *“reactionary”’.

Shri Madhu Limaye who wrote to his wife from jail Ihallhis friends
should not be surprised if he came out of}a}} in l‘lSS uniform, I:‘\’;\:/
discovered, after his booking by Russia, that “RSS is worse than rd
Gandhi”. Indeed, on May 1, 1977, the very day l‘hal Jana Snng\ha ﬂ;‘:,s
other parties were merging themselves in Janata, Limaye vf?s _&el :ng 5
“Jike-minded” friends that his new strategy would be—"Dissolve
RSS and suffocate the Jana Sangh.”

That's what was at the back of his mind when he asked RSS :’(
merge with the “volunteer organisations™ of J‘anala ccnsmuenlss. %
the first meeting of the Janata National Executive a.fwr. Chamnh 1:1;1““
exit, Shri Ramdhan said in the presence of Shri Limaye zadhm
latter had told him : “What are you doing? Throwing out Cbhauhmwn
Charan Singh and the BLD ? The real enemy, who should be
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is the RSS I For once, Shri Limaye was tongue-tied with acute
barrassment.

And the late Raj Narain. who had said before that “RSS is more
gressive than even CPI(M)”, now began to consort with Sanjay
dhi. Not content with that, he said the RSS had hatched a cons-
facy to murder him. “No attempt had been made on his life so far,”
said, “‘only because RSS conspirators have not yet decided whether
'do away with me at Varanasi or in Delhi or Mirzapur."

Shri Banarasi Das, then Speaker, UP Assembly, presided over an
camp in Sambhal in June 1978. He said on the occasion : “I
ider myself honoured to be given this opportunity of joining patrio-
\and dedicated people like you today. For the last thirty years,
pgressmen in power had continuously tried to mislead the people about
 Sangha work and attempts were made to make the Muslims believe
L the RSS was their enemy. But I have always known, and I say
, that the Sangha is the only organisation in the country which tried
ke people of all the communities along with it, for the reconstruc-
of the country.”

ontinuing his speech, Shri Banarasi Das said : “There was a commu-
tiot in Sambhal only a few months back. It proved how baseless and
@ s the charge that RSS is anti-Muslim. It also proved that Those who

lost power, indulge in political aggrandisement by making Hindus
uslims fight cach other and creating a fear psychosis among the
ims”’.

Shri Banarasi Das further said that this could be borne out by Shri
ur Rehman, MLA, who was also present on the occassion on the
8 along with the local RSS Chicf, Shri Amba Dutt.

But this same Banarasi Das, when he became Chief Minister, refused
include any “BJS” men as ministers—on the ground that they were
nbers of the “communal and fascist RSS®” !

. Shri Rama Shankar Kaushik, minister, and right-hand man of Raj

nin U.P., visited the RSScamp at Chandausi in Junc 1978, on
Mitiative. Here he appealed to Swayamssvaks to “spread the Sangha
Kas quickly as possible and set up a network of the Shakhas in the
il arcas right up to every village”. Later this same minister—
enuc and Health—was leading the anti-RSS lobby in the state !

Within the Janata, they raised the controversy of “dual membership”.
argued that RSS was a political party and that, therefore, erstwhile
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b organisation.” Its February 8, 197

u o I , 1979 despatch of

o 7Aua patch of the day

o MSﬂS:\;hv;rswe activity It went on to blame the Rsys v;as

o liarh, Banaras and Kanpur and said “asa resut, hund o5

op illed or wounded and many homes and offices wore 6:: f
n

Jana Sangha people must cither break with the RSS or be thrown out of
Janata Party. It was like expecting a girl, after her marriage, not to

anything to do with her parents. As Dr. Harckrushna Mahtab put it : “I¢
is like asking about the wife's caste, after the birth of two-three children

In vain did Morarjibhai, than Prime Minister, explain that RSS is
“an independent cultural organisation”. Shri Jagiivan Ram also explain-
ed : “A political party admits to its fold all those persons  who accept its
principles and policies and are ready to work for their implementation.
There is 1o need to go into the past of a member who has signed a decla-
ration accepting the party programme. [n politics one has to proceed on
the assumption that the person who has accepted the membership of a
party has done so honestly and is a gentleman. Once a person has accepied
all the conditions of membership, it is futile to level the charge of dual
loyalty against him. How can the Janata Party close its doors on anyonc 2 e
Such a question does not arise.” Shri Jagjivan Ram further said that he that Janata Government
<aw 110 basis in the charge that the Swayamsevaks of the Sangha did not s dttacked right, Lot
believe in the principles of the Janata Party. “I have no such experience.” of the Morarji Raj

The following month, Shri Bhaurao Deoras,

Soviet campaign and said in Ujjain - “The_
fage the building up of a national force
onfined within the country,

s RSS leader, took note
The anti-RSS conspiracy to
of selfless social workers, so
has now assumed international din;cm

Subsequent events only confirmed his forcbodings
For their respective reasons, both Sanjay and Soviet Russia, had
ia, ha
nt had (o go—and that it would go only
‘k(md centre. Barun Sengupta in his ‘Last
e . Morari Raj, makes the situation abundantly clear, . Sang
12 Rai Naain : “If you can scaro thom on the Jana g L
'ou : : i
You will et a arge number of Socialisis and Congress(0) o
s ooy 2n0lher occasion b told Raj Nacain not o coneoms e
1 on Morarj but to attack Morarji and fana. Sangh ik
. Twise it would be impossible to bring down Morarji ™

Shri Sikandar Bakht said that RSS-Jana Sangh people were neither
fascist nor communal. I wonder how RSS is able to kindle patriotism
in the heart of every man it touches.” He said that they had suffered the

most during the emergency.

Even before the Emergency, Moscow's so-called “Radio Peace and § And the Russian ine w
Progress” had started attacking RSS as it used to attack Gandhiji and
Subhas Chandra Bose before as fascist and imperialist agents. It said: “Mr.
Kidarnath Sahani had threatened to use 15,000 RSS goondas to molest
women and loot property.” As the JP movement grew, Soviet attacks on
RSS also grew in frequency and virulence. When the Emergency was im=
posed, Moscow hailed it. And Information Minister Shukla assured
Moscow men in India that “the ban on the RSS will never be lifted

as the same. Moscow  we :

0 was equidistant from USA :(::dpg;;: dA’w

ndian Foreign Minister with a strongly im'"d
And 5o Moscow-man Limaye annoupecd

hat RSS had (0 go or Janata had to break.

it RSS-BJS background
after the 1977 clections (h

.~ “Madhu’s argument”, writ aupta,

¢k RSS and Jana Sangha, ;s:liufe:;.i?m fite

Orce Morarji to resign. Convinced, R

i to Sanjay that he would now concen

*5-Jana-Sangh group.” Raj Narain now
ommunal and fascist but also  hat
in Nepal and was getting arms from

: ! Sanjay’s line :
and then it would be very casy
aj Narain unhesitatingly gave

After the emergency they tried to sabotage Foreign Minister
trate all his attacks against the

Vajpayee’s visit to China. And though our relations improved with boths
Bangladesh and Pakistan, the Moscow patriots here kept saying that  the
“‘revi i e tWOS %
cevival of RSS was retarding the process of normalisation with the il
China. And the Indian Press

Muslim states.” )
blished th, el

: o these reports, which it knew to be.lies, in . ¢h “
The Moscow ploy was very simple : it would get one of its agents OF . specch”, for the amusement of the readin, angolite
broadcast those attacks 453 e Press was death for Janata, g public | What was fun

mouthpieces to attack the RSS—and then
samples of Indian Press and public opinion !

4 Bhupesh Gupta candid],

¢z < y admitte ¢
ause of “both, for intorn ed to Sengupta that the crisis came

ssian news agency TASS crossed all limits when it used Bij A
Russian news agency al atidicxternal redsons e
o

Patnaik as an excuse to attack the RSS as a “para-military, chauvinisti€
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What I Think of the RSS
Let the RSS Broaden Itself
V. R. Krishna Iyer

Retired Judge, Supreme Court,
‘Satgamaya’, MG Road, Cochin-6820110

fing any organization as untouchable, nor altogether
But I am not for any organization which claims mon:

principled positions is cowardice. Some say R.S.S.
tic and befouls temple yards as para-military diill
8 not true. 1 know  other organs in public lie are gui

1 have been impressed with the role of Dr. Hedgewar as a patriof [ °t cvilshould ot beget evil.
who fought for liberation, courted imprisonment and strove for social
revolution. I do i pride in our indi science,
culture and achievement. But I have not been able to understand hin
fully vis-a-vis Hindu Rashtra. If “Hindu” means All Indians, the
Republic must cover all Indians, whether they are ‘Hindus' or Muslims,
Christians or Zoroastrians. Human- solidarity, if itis embraced by the
R.S.S. ideology, regardless of creed and caste, the discipline of the organi-
zation is admirable. Unfortunately, my perceptions—I may be mistaken—
are that the R.S.S. has a fundamentalist, chauvinist_dimension and exclu
sivist perspective in the matter of organising the political management of
the nation. If the RSS is to fulfil a national tryst with destiny, the
impression it has given to many, must be changed. Fanaticism, it is
suspected of, Communalism colours it, and the Shakha technique insulates
it. Even the Hindu sector at the Harijan-Girijan level, is beyond the
political universe of the R.S.S. A divisive attitude based upon religion,
especially Hindu religion, mars the secular health and integrative widih
of the people. “Ekatmata mantra’, with its practical connotation and
political action, may reverse national integration, T apprehend.

devoted to betterment, to take everyone as equal in
Pt a socialist, secular texture. As Holmes put it

Hindus today are self-divided into castes and sects
hristian belligerency, but to energise the people into a

10us conversion, as a device for the politics of - demogra

¥fong when it exploits Hindu poverty, but national ¢
Sing our religious pluralism, is a process of peaceful
¥ formulation, not angry opposition and godly blood-1
Wins.

The great teachings of Hinduism are universal. The cosmic sweep of
Hindu heritage transcends all barriers. The great Projects of men like
i everyone, parti the lowliest and the last,
the antyajas and pariahs of India. The pecrless pearls of imperishable valuc
in all fields of human adventure which our ancients have handed down to
us from Vedic days downwards, are the boundless blessings of humanity,
not the narrow treasury of the Hindu community.

bag.

The R.S.S., in my humble view, projects a different image. Pleasc
broaden, be culturally all-inclusive, never bigoted, never Hindu-com-
munal. Who am 1, a misunderstood Indian, to suggest changes ?

RSS Role Negative
M. S. Agwani
Vice Chancellor, JNU
New Delhi-110067
i l:‘rom what I know about the
itional unity, has been negative

Fearlessness is a necessary virtue and the R.S.S. has shown its
courage. But rashness, mixed with ideological confusion, may well be a
danger to the larger goal. I am afraid the critique and self-criticism, with
special reference (o fundamentals and larger objectives, may well be @
aecessary exercise for every organisation, R.S.S. included. I am not for

beyond associa-
opoly of chauvi-

riotism. Morcover, aggressive violence is anti-people while_retreat

is violent and
ground. I hope.
Ity of menacing

tures, bellicose blackmail and fundamentalist cults  elevated into

want Hindus to
n denominational pressures or
communalism. I am against pampering of Muslim separa-
i but Hindu humanism must take all people 4s partners of the
n Republic. We are equal sharers of human happiness, be our reli.
| What it may. I speak with no bias but plead with you, a disciplined

your fold and

One flag, one land, one heart, one nation, ever more 1

and snarling

ps. Unify them, not to foster Hindu militancy confronting Musling

united nation-

. Not the human fist but the warm handshake, is the recipe. Re-

phic numbers,
ransformation,
resistance and
etting. Hatred

I do find, on the whole, my present assessment of the RSS. isa

RSS, I believe its role, in the context




| have Known the RSS since 1946

Khushwaut Singh
49-E, Sujan Singn Park,
New Delhi-110003

1 cannot remember exactly when I first heard of tee R.S. S. but [
recollect reading Guru Golwalkar’s book which he had presented to my
father, Sir Sobha Singh. There were many things which upset me. Altho-
ugh I fully shared his views that Sikhs formed an integral part of the
Hindu social system, I felt that his views on Indian Muslims and Christians
virtually amounted to ostracising them and militated against Gandhiji’s
concept of a secular India based on equal respect for all religions—Saria
Dharma Sama Bhav.

1 first saw the R. . S. in action during the communal strife in 1946,
It was the only organised group which putup any resistance against
organised gangs of Muslim hooligans which had struck terror in the minds
of Hindus and Sikhs. At that time felta strong sense of gratitude
towards the R. S. S.

The alleged involvement of the RSS in the murder of the Mahatma,
turned me against the organisation. I also felt that after Independence it
should change ifs attitude towards Indian Muslims and Christians.
Although I am against. conversion of any sort and look down with cor-
tempt on people who change their faith for _the sake of money and privi- there are good men and bad men in ov ; f
l:ge‘:, THAt Tndia owed 8 lot to Christian missionary work; the Innumer- findu who loves her religion like her D oveD e lou dfisociey SBIE
rable schools, colleges and huspitals run by them. I also felt that e own mother, and _has respect for
conversions o Islam, though money-motivated, were partly due to the eF religions, I feel very bad to sce Hindu gociety moving away from
injustices heaped upon Harijans by caste Hindus. I persist in_belicving ues which make it great. I RSS can bring us back to the moorings
that the RSS has been unfair in its attitude to religious communities of; iya Sumaj o any other branch of Hinduism ean o it oo
non-Indian origin. B s for India, ] e

1 have great admiration for the few members of the RSS, including 4
Balasaheb Deoras, whom I have had the privilege of meeting. They
struck me as the most_ clear-headed, clean and dedicated people. My
respect for the organisation went up knowing the part they played in
saving lives and propertics in the anti-Sikh holocaust following the murder
of Mrs. Gandhi. They remain the strong bastion againts the Hindu_back E Tabal Masud
lash which Khalistani terrorists are trying to provoke. Of their patriotism k.
there can be no doubt. If I could talk the RSS into changing its atitude
to our Muslims and Christians, I would join it.

RSS should broaden its base
K. S. Hegde

e Supreme Court and Speaker, Lok Sabha,
", P. 0. Nitte-574110 (Karnatak) 1
1 always had a high opinion of the RSS. It is a disciplined, dedicated
and value-oriented organisation. It is doing a very good The con
tinuous and persistent but_motivated propaganda of Congress (1) and { Sarvashri Nanaji Deshmukh and K.R. Malkani, To put i
Communist parties has created a feeling in certain quarters that it IS 1 found them good human beings, with . To put it
communal organisation. We should enlighten_the public about its I T b it decp concom for 8
role. The only drawback in the organisation is that its men-mershlwsﬁ i polity an Lulfu{e. I hope the RSS will
largely drawn from the so-called upper classes. It should ' broaden its b3 L ibution tc bridge-building among various commuj

'€ topmost priority of these dangerous times.

Let the RSS Re-establish
Moral Values

Dr. Sushila Nayar
N-1, Tara Apartments., Kalkaji
New Delhi-110019

T have met some extremely fine RSS men for whom one can ot but
e the decpest respect. Nana Saheb Deshmukh is an example. T met

fine RSS men in Jhansi and elsewhere and was happy to work with
I have also met some scoundrels. 1 have admiration for the way
S5 volunteers work in a selfless manner and I have had  the privilege
rking with some of them for'a brief period before and after Indepen.

| Lfeel RSS can be an excellént organisation for the re-establishment

ral and ethical values in Hlindu society if they can confine themselyes
cultural sphere. The trouble arises when politics comes in and
with it opportunities of personal gain so that corruption sets in. I

26, Rakhi Mahal
Dinsha Wacha Road
Bombay-400020

nstead of giving detail of my perception of the RSS or its role, it
be sufficient in my apinion to say the following, I have profound
HiCEs of idcology with the RSS and its founders. At the same time.
§ et this down for the record. [ respect the RSS as a disciplined

the national scene today. It is possible to have differences with it
I8 also possible to have dialoguc with it. I say this after my
fice of a twoday talk in Delhi, with two of its distingughed

Former Jud;
M

#

make
nities.




RSS and its Role in Indian Society
Asghar Ali Engineer

Director, Institute of Islamic Studies,
Trene Cottage, Fourth Roa
Santa Cruz (East) Bombay-40005S

RSS, as far as my knowledge goes, does not support the idea of ter-
ritorial nationalism. Its concept of nationalism is based on dharma.
Territorial nationalism would mean all the people living in that territory
would enjoy equal rights whereas dharma-based nationalism would mean
only people following that dharma would enjoy all the rights. Others
would cither be treated as guests in the country or as second-class citizens.
This is what Mr. Golwalkar preached. Though Balasaheb Deoras docs
1ot refer to this concept very often, these views are yet to be repudiated.

In my view such a concept is not at all conducive to secularism and
secular nationalism. Our country is a multi-religious and multi-cultural
society. It cannot be ruled on  the basis of Hindu dharma, or any dharma
for that matter. All religions and cultures should enjoy equal rights and
then, and then alone, we can build up a harmonious, united and strong’
country. The anchor-sheet of our political policy has to be secularism.
Only religion cannot unite the people. This is what I have learned from
history. Common ideals and economic and political Justice are absolutely
essential to keep a country united.

Balasaheb often talks of “appeasement of minorities™ at the hands
of the ruling Congress. To say the least, such a talk hurts minorities and
leads to weakening of our society. Some necessary safeguards and protec:
tions should not be construed as “appeasement”. All countries, cven
theocratic ~ societies, guarantee protection to minorities. One should not
grudge this. Ensuring minority rights would lead to better relationship
between majority and minority and make our country stronger. The
present tense climate and frequent outbursts of communal violence has
weakened the fabric of our society as never before.

Also, the RSS leaders often maintain that only the Hindus
truly secular. This, 1 am afraid, is not true.
by and large is nou-doctrinaire, but Hindus in practice are as dogmatic &
any other persons could be. The Hindu praxis is far from being non-doctfi
faire, T have great respect for Hindu religion and Hindu thinkers and &
philosophy of Vedanta. It is part of my heritage. But I am ritical
section of Hindus, small though it is, which has reduced it to_their !
narrow mental horizon. Itis being exploited for narrow political ¢f¢
too, Hinduism, if restored to its glory it once achieved, it would be fa
from being jealous of this or that religious group. ‘Hinduism is most t0l&
rant of other religious system:
to intolerant dogma.

It is true that Hindu religion

ol
of

5. The RSS, on the other hand, is reduciog I8
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e :lSS cad‘m is hlgl:nly patriotic and wants to see this country built
g foundations. This can be done only through - tolerance and res-

other relif I feel while the stat
i te should ke
religions, the citizens should Lty

5o, we should look towards the future and not be obsessed with it
ugh the past may have a_lesson or two for us. We should ot
B rasing the issue of places of worship. Mosque or Temple, Gordwa
h. God is worshipped in all these places, though the form of wor.
By differ. Why then make such issues. the focus of our agitations 7
Buddha once said that whilé humanity is suffering, we are quarrell-
ong oursclves about God. Is it proper ? There is so much povert
try, it s sickening to see it; and we are. quarrelling. ahout Ram.
i Bhoomi and Babri Masiid all the time. So many people have died
God may be worshipped in a particular form. A creator—and God
ly s one—would never like 10 sce its crdhtures destroyed, At v
for the creator or for our little cgos ? o

has the greatest number of devoted cadre, 1 would like it t
comrnuna] hfll'lnol]y and for strengthening secularism. It x!ul)ul:;
Ve majority-minority complex. Let all of us devote ourselves to
he temples of the future whe; humanity would not be insult-
RSS should learn fr. m true Hinduism and set an example ur; ¥ 1
inaire approach and bring others to that level i

RSS——Symbol of a Golden India

Muzaffar Hussain

€ 18, Park-sidi Colony.
Vikhroli - West, Bombay-400070

India, R.S.S. is the topic here, there, everys
;]nd 0 much talk about it means that this
. ;t ::_thr building of the nation Sangh is neither a
bIt, political party or even an association
o S
itis rooted in the Indian el
tree. The greatest ac

where. So much im-
organisation has con-
religion,

i bership.
soil like the honeycomb to the
evement of this organisation is that




How I look at the RSS
Babubhai J. Patel

ex-Chief Minister of Gujarat
Plot 26, Sector 19,
Gandhi Nagar-382019
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when the entire country was struggling for freedom, its founder, Dr.
Hedgewar, and his associates, were not only second to none in that fight,
but they were also thinking deeply on what would be the fature of this
country. Even while living under the dark shadows of slavery, it was only
Dr. Hedgewar, who had drawn up a “Blueprint” of India’s all-round re.
construction. He had prevailed upon Mahatma Gandhi to consider that,
free as India one day must be, what would be the guarantee ~that it might
not be subjugated again. Hence, he said, we should start working without
any delay to insure against that. He founded the Sangh in 1925 to prepare
an ever-ready force of young men of character. He depended upon patrio-
tism to visualise the concept of ‘World Brotherhood’, 5o that no religion,
party or ideology could be greater than that of our Motherland.  That is
why there are no double standards in theory or in action in_ the thinking
of RSS.

[Lam not in agreement with the communal approach of the RSS
e Hinduism is generous enough to tolerate all religions. India.
iding to me, does not belong to Hindus only. It is the homeland of
jose who treat it as such. Even Hindus at one stage were outsiders
have identified themselves with India, 3
€ the same time I do not believe in the theory of appeasement,
in doing justice to the minorities, but do not agree with the
h of pampering minorities or being unfair to the majority,
his approach of mine is not. a mere recent development. About
s back when I was a Member of the Bombay Legislative Assenb
gsed  resolution of Al Mohamed Khan Dehlvi, the Muslim Longos
of thie Opposition, demanding 20 percent reservation for Muslin
tvices. 1 moved an amendmen suggesting 8.8 per cent, instead of
cent—that being the then percentage of Muslim population . t1
te of Bombay. i
he RSS and Hindu Mahasabha, when they over-stress Hinduis
telusiveness, they do not appeal o me, i
toall, including minorities. I would not like to imifate Pakistan in
S intolerance or bigotry. Nor would I agree to be excessiyel
Jiberal to minorities and unfair to majority. %
have very high regard for the sense of duty, strict disciplne,
mment of service and sacrifice of the RSS, that do not ap:
¢ 1 thin
eled in this respect. I have personally seen them at w‘;rl"zr:c
tecedented Morvi calamity. They worked with extraordinary seql,
and hardihood in the most trying circumstances. It was very
it to handie fllthy, decayed corpses, the odour whereof was highly
Ve. These volunteers ingly discharged the it or
I8posal of these human and animal corpses. They did not care. fo
meals or comfortable accommodation. e
ch to selfless service,
(L once described the RSS as Rashtriya, that is National, against
hial, Swayumsevak meaning voluntarily coming forth to serve with.
clation of any reward except. self-satisaction, Sangh meaning
ed wellknit body warking in_close co-operation i even the most

The Sangh thinking, philosophy and ideals are based upon the

Good Earth—the Geography, History, Economy and Culture of this
land, which system in its entirety is known as ‘Hinduism’. As this
is backed by the experience of centuries, it is the only path that can lead,
through scientific and spiritual progress, to regain our lost position a3 E
“Jagat Guru’, World Teacher. The masses cannot be happy until our;
Rural System, Education Policy, Judiciary, and Administration are attuned
to that ancient tradition. Any borrowed technique, thinking or ideology
would only throw the conntry overboard. The vitality of the seed would be
manifest, and the scedling would develop, only if there is proper soil and
environment. The failure in every field during the past forty years reveals:
that we have been misled by glitters which are really fetters. This uglys
spectacle would not have stared us in the face, had we followed the
Sangh path

I stand for justice and fajr

After the Nagpur session of the Congress, on the insistence of Shrl
Jamnalal Bajaj, a constitution of Congress at Pargana level was drafted
by Appaji Joshi (a close associate of Dr. Hedgewar), in collaboratio
with Tryambak Rao Deshpande and others, which was implementeds
The spirit of _this constitution was rutal development. So long as (8
Congress was oriented to the villages, it remained mass-bascd il
structure and fact, But as soon as this tie was broken, it started growin
weak, so much so that it is now on its death-bed. The basic principle if
that constitution came from Hinduism. Until our government and _peopl8
identify themselves with this essential Hindu  principle, it is very diffic
to find a satisfactory solution to any of our problems. The peop!
power today also need to be guided by the Sangh. Whosoever may be Ul ihope you will forgive me for my frank expression which may not

ble. Yet I hope you will tolerate it, e

I very much admire this

centre of power in Delhi, he shall have to salute Hinduism, as did
realistic leader of the stature of Mahatma Gandhi.
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My Vision of a True Hindu
They will be doing a disservice to the nation if they fail to do so.
Moazziz Ali ‘Beg
Professor of Psychology AMU (Retd,)
Zulifiqar Manzil
S. S. Nagar, Dodhpur
ALIGARH-202001

| Haviog been brought up under the patronage of a noble Brahmin
ily of Agra, and having harboured thoughts and feelings which go to
up my convictions. and have become a part of my faith, and while
ling and fighting against the dreadful cult of hatred, I wish I were
it an anonymous person, one who  sinks into the dawn of nothing, after
To me the RSS men area group of devoted persons who are ded- rsing this anohilation’s waste.
ted to serve the country in an_ abolutely selfless manner and are motj.
£ by sentiments that go to bind the souls with a kind of synoptic
IZ‘.Z“H o Bilaraﬁya Sanskriti, whose spirit can possibly emancipate us from

the agonies of technocratic life.

While reading through the remarks of a Jewish thinker about Hindu

< | am prompted to say it with no pretentions on my part, and
thout the slightest intention to please any of my Hindu bretheren, that
iBave found an average Hindu cthically far more elevated than an

Since the RSS has all along been highlighted in the ambit of
B little or no attempt to understand the.
itical propaganda, there has been little o i
Bl in a truly human e ’ a‘vcry_d:;mr
ing i d of the RSS men in the minds of

d repelling picture has emerge
;:I s e regards their role, but
u.i:sp;cme may be drastically altered if sensible and sincere persons make

o are sunk deep

and their conduct is, therefore,

ling. However, a Hindu (barring that value-blind generation  that

have produced in the past four decades) is definitely more humble and

di and a Muslim (barring the truly God-loving peaple) is definitely
arrogant and ageressive.

efforts to do so. 2
The mind of an average Muslim is completely under the strongest
of either the communalist or the Mullah, who can never undorstand
Ways and power of love and folerance, and about whom the Holy
f0phet of Islam says. “THEIR WORDS WILL BE LIKE THE WORDS
g et o il OF APOSTLES, BUT THEIR HEARTS WILL BE LIKE THE HEARTS
role I happen to have identified—perhaps sub-consciously—RSS me IE WOLVES." The fact is simply this that the aggressive Muslim com-
list has never cared 1o think even for one moment that sher, (e
€ family of she Prophet of Islam was to be slain at Karbala, | the
8 Imam Hussai put forth his final proposal that he and his family
@8 quit the territory of Yazid, and  migrate fo Hindustar
. ot the ncarcst place, Ethiopia 2 Alas, if only the agaressive
i could know the answer. Alas, if only he could  ponder
the saying of the Holy Prophet that “I smell the odour of love from
Ustan”™. The love for Matra-Bhumi is actually “part of the faith

My own understanding as regards their past is rather very superfi
cial, and as regards their present 1 can safely bank upon my per-
ol experience. 1 shall state them in a moment. Concerning their future
so .

my vision of a true Hindu.

My experiences with many elderly RSS men, including o Lix”::I
{aries have quite convinced me through sheer inter-personal g 3
their ethical and spiritual orientation is not only accompanic s <

c of responsibility but also wide-opens the doors for love and affection
whiah can be so effective that we may be in safc hands if they really e
iv:-xll“oclh?:osilvon of handling the affairs of this syl By ar:col 1; o
course, 1 have had interactions with the ya\mgslers l;f or:\g;;n\;gp "
while I was the President of the A. M. U. unit of the e e §
course, is now extinet. I found these boys quite sober (s? n;y being 1
in the_present generation), dignified, humble and disciplined. They weg
b (hgughlful 1 loved one of them very much because he seemed to

spiritually enlightened.

- A Musiim Experience with the RSS
Dr. K. S. Durrany

G5, Indian Institute of Islamic Studies

Hamdard Nagar, New Delhi-110064

majority-minority syndrome in the religio-
u > the Hindus constitute about 85% of the total
1o of the country as against its 15% minority population, wherefn
st all the world religions survive in their most effective and organised

. duy
id a is not meant to please any Hin
Whatever I have said above is nol vy Hind
and if any Hindu should.think so he would be sadly mxs(akdcni‘ Pﬁrn(i:) ;
; : i, the RSS men and the Hindus
2 d for the sake of Matra Bhumi, t i '
b ne nequested o gt close 1 hose. Mustitns who are sicere 10
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manner. Hinduismi, by and large, is a scattered natural religion, with its
highest philosophical speculations and the Jowest degrading social customs
and practices such as untouchability and caste-system which have caused
insult and humiliation to- the Hindu Society in the past. In this back
ground, the RSS intends to eradicate the hostile diversities of sects, castes
and creeds in the Hindu society and reminds its co-religionists to realise
the greatness of their past in order to foster a spirit of unity, a sense of
Social service, sacrifice and selfless devotion. It addresses itself in un-
equivocal terms that “‘in consonance with the cultural heritage of the
Hindu Samaj, the Sangh has abiding faith in the fundamental principle of
tolerance towards all faiths.”

The RSS does not preach that Hinduism is the only true religion in
(he world. The concept of finality and paramountey of a single shade
of divine revelation has always been alien to Hinduism and it appears
that the RSS wants to retain that religious diversity with a sense of cul-
tural unity throughout the length and breadth of the country. The recent
initiative of “Resolving Religio-Cultural Differences in the Service of the
Indian people—A great Hindu Muslim Dialogue” (vide ‘Manthan',
June 1988) suggest bthat the RSS has a keen desire to keep
friendly  relations with different religious denominations of the
country. Islamic scholars like Maulana Wahiduddin Khan and Asghar
‘Ali Engincer have appreciated these efforts as a good beginning (0
resolve the Hindu-Muslim differences. Further the report of b
“model commune” in Gonda, in U.P., gives us an example of a_success:
ful experiment in solving the communal problem by populating Hindus
and Muslims side by side. My personal experiences as aMuslim do not
find RSS as against the Muslim interest and their Islamic faith. The
stalwarts of RSS like Shri Nanaji Deshmukh talk about humanism rather
than Hinduism or Hindu culture and civilization. It is not correct to say.
that the RSS js Hinduising India, but fact remains that the sub-continent
is a Hindu India, wherein the Hindu Muslims, the Hindu Christians, the
Hindu Sikhs, the Hindu Jains, the Hindu Zoroastrians and the Jewish
Hindus live together. In reality the entire religio-cultural universe of!
God’s creation finds its expression in this eternal land of beauty
grace, Bharat Mata.

The RSS could serve the country bettet if it champions the cause of
suffering humanity at the hands of the exploiters—Hindus, Muslims, OF
modernists. If Muslim couples come to the RSS, instead of Muslim
Quzis or Muftis, at the “model commune” in Gonda, it is because the
RSS people solve their day-to-day problems of life. The natural ally of
the RSS, therefore, cannot be the exploiters or the religious fanatics, buf
the exploited people who are in search of their existential identity for self*
respect.

and

RSS is Qualitatively Different

Rajamata Vijayaraje Scindia

Scindia Villa, Sarojini Nagar,
New Delhi—110023

I came in contact with Rashtriya Swa;

Guruji’s lifetime. The feeling of natur: e S

al reverence aroused in me by
ing his Rishi-like life and personality grew on me as I came clos
fe er

Lhad my first glimpses of Sangh through Jana

" g Sangh itsel

- :;::(;0::5 ;v;;h:n[ly those who worked in the piliucayéeﬁs::;?

3 in contac

lﬂfﬁlﬂ?ﬁ’? sharp qualitative diference be¢w=enc:h:‘::ofh1c:;p}:$%
i astc diflirence between o cults—one, the cult of Power; n
e cult of Servi —servce, pure and selfess. The tean of dev [hg

oo gedmud_ their entire lfe on the altar of g1

e belief about the Rashtriya Swayamsovak

B st it was the Foree that could be dspended upon. for forgi -
! r our beloved country S

" Even today, in the wh
i = ; ole country, except

; probably th
’:‘;.:gle party involved in the politics of total i r?J'P-
B88 the strensth, capacity and idealism of the organisation, v

s there is
easy to
which can

, earned through the ha;

- Hedgewar and his innumerable

put the fear of God and M: Sl

an in any wielder of unrestricted power.

. Undaunted by impediments,

the efforts i
il that are continuouly being

n national self-respect and resurrect its
ments o Dr. Hedgowar, the founder
sation, and his keen diagnosis of the
s been suffering for ages 7

idy from which our nation ha

e

| While offering my humble but m
b on the accasion of his Birth Cent
hat the Sangh and its ideology m
Ot only restructuri :

ost respectful homage to this great
enary, I want to express my ardent
S the near future, be successful
£ only st re Hindu Society in
Auml;.s manner but also' in fulf i
INg all our countryme;

i ymen into the
Etennial Culture.

lling that historic responsibility of
ancient glorious Hindu Nation with




“India is Hindu” : Former Foreign
Secretary tells RSS Rally

- ike it or not, we are a Hindu India. Secularism is
there in“;:;li:,ab::;:lse Hindus desired that it should be a s;cum s]z::ies,m;
ink it is time now for the people in power to understand that secularism
Gk i that Hisdus have 0/be samohow! made ‘o  feel ashamed
b Ve e Forsign
gat:;eryya&omnmen} of India, while presiding over RSS Guru Pooja
Function at Madras, on 14th August 1985,

Shri Venkateswaran further said : “In_independent l]n?;”a:;‘ r:xh
larism has been spread. Secularism means equal respect ft |
Sl 400t i iiplosiy. Today whative find Is. that & Mushm €an say
e being a Muslim, and we accept him for that: a
g‘:‘i?t?a\: L say that he is proud of being a Christian an:} e Ilvml
- if a Hi cts up and says that he is a Hin u: somehow
e

Shri Venkateswaran narrated an instance of dlscrimm::ion by C(?m\.
ia against Hi as the Indian Ambassador to China
India against Hindus when he was : : bin
?{ s s lect.njr :ort;:.for lh(s; s:f g
i anasarovar and Kailash. The Chinese Govern-
of Hindu pilgrims to Manasaro : e
the project. But sccular
orward to bear half the cost of ) c
"“e:]l:ecal':ili(;n Government obiected to our Govenment’s spending ’I[ur
Hindu pilgrimage, whereas crores of rupees are spent on Haj
pilgrimage.

While commenting on the reported ill-treatment of people of Indlmg
origin in Fiji, Shri_ Venkateswaran exploded : ““Col. Rehukla,diwho“x;i“
conducted a coup d'etat there last year, recenily said that ;g g

i Christianity. Out of a tota
in Fiji, they have to convert to Didiitis ol
4 s‘ualili‘o"n of 7.50.000 in Fiji, 3,50,000 are persons of Indian origin. bioi]
s ks e e st bhCoT Rebuka goes st
Universal Deslaration of Human Right, which Fij has also:ul’\:;nn;’ 5
il 2 ha
and which we have also subscribed to. And what do we do? We be
like eunchs. We said nothing.

“I do not say that we have to do anything on the basis vlhtn[ uw‘e ”iib‘
a Hindu state, but as a secular India, we have a du!y loh.po:\s":;ﬁn 3
we shall not have people of our origin persecuted vr;dl'] |i ?mmm.iamy
should have not only made a statement l?u( sho(\; a Zr L
complained to the Human Rights Commission at Geneva
General Assembly itself.”

Dr. Hedgewar, RSS & the World

By : S. Gurumurthy

q .
T was told of an incident this. mnrmng‘ubnul Dr.
Ware of it in spite of the fact that [ have been
tion since 1971 e Wrote

Hedgewar; 1 was
associated with the

Dr. Hedgewar wrote

What you will have to write about,

on will have to speak about, is the RSS."
SThe man had 1o illusions about himself,

He saw himself only in
isation. He had no life

apart from the mission which he had

But even today we keep introducing
is his centenary year, That s preci-
duce to the people outside RSS the
4 name, a life, that has influenced the conduct of

reated millions of lives like his, by the
e that survives in quintessence by quality and quantity. It sur-
HEEBIm Gl today and it forges ahead towards the. futar.

858 has come to acquire 4 place jn
: be ignored anymore, to put it at the least. There was a time when
® Of political power, governmental power, appeared to overtake
It appeared to emaciate RSS out of recognition.

Of the murder of Mahatma Gandh; was heaped upon
>S, despite the fact that the judiciary had held in no uncer-
2 that RSS had nothing to do with it at all. The charge
fUD. In the basest ‘manner, (ne organisation was alleged as
eommunal and unacceptable. No  other organisation has faced
Of suppression,  persecation and condemnation  without
chance of airing its view, That g organisation survived
€ of onslaught promoted by noe ofher than the mightiest power
the government itself, is a tribute to (e founder’s con-

he had conceived 4 technique  which could withstand all these
hts—and still progress,

the national life in  which it
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His was not limited to a pattern of ten or twenty years. He had a
term plan like Swami Vivekananda. Swamiji said hie had plans for

P years to come. Doctorji had a scheme which certainly transcended
ond his life. -~

90

Today, even the detractors of the RSS agree that it ‘swf.;mg;l»\”l.;
ignore its existence. The previous Prime Minister of lmlm_. e
{he arganication during emergency and put lakhs ofhyc(:‘p e :

e i ing a estiou whether sl ba
ower, said, while answering a que : 4
e Pomon sgai, “ won't do that again because they Brow it
he ation again,

every ban I

In just three years after starting the RSS, he was able to send all

€ small boys who had completed their school final, to different parts of

duntry for higher education. For college education these boys went

Bengal, Punjab, ctc. Dadarao Parmarth came to Madras. He

d the RSS work here. Our Pujya Balasaheb Deoras was one of

boys; he went to Bengal to start the Shakha. His brother. Shri

t the Shakha. No additional expen-

was involved because their fimiliesymet the expenditure of the boys

lucation. That is how he conceived the organisation. His ability (o
ft the fiery quality in them is unique.

Dr. Hedgewar was a very active

i ly,
To sum up his carly life shortly. A

i in studies, notmerely in
t. Active not merely in s I e
o e was active, mentally as well as physically. As g
P refused the sweets distributed in_his school on_the ol
- tieth year of the coronation of Queen Vietoria. That s i
sixtieth yen

tial inberent in him

£ One of those who had early come in contact with Dr.
me_ that with Dr. Hedgewar, it was only a one-way traffic

lim and you never return ! He produced hundreds of such leaders
@s able to transform the individual. He saw in ordinary human be-
extra-ordinary qualities. He had the eye of a great organiser, to
fth the talents of all those he came across. To him, no one was use-
He could even make use of school children. That is how, before his

in 15 years from 1925 to 1940. he could see in his own. life-time,
niniature version of the mighty RSS.

Hedgewar,
He grew up and went to Bengal for taking medical degree The

ng to Bengal was not to become a_doctor, but
feurn the_techiques of revolutionaris o fight for_the country's (e
Ph o vations during student days, his association wit

g Observcmen; and his involvement in the political movement of
0l enriched him into realising the state of affirs in 3
: for every movement of the Congress, the revoli
The Britisher had to go. He himself was  ve
In the non-cooperatiof

main purpose of his goi

revolutionary m
Congress—
lcho:unuyvg He found that
ary was necessary. The 4
::t?veyparl\cipﬂn‘ in the affairs of the c"f’g":sd'a il Her is the most outstanding illustration of what a man of humble
of 1921, he was jailed for a year a ground can do. He was not only an ordinary man, but much worse,
S completely poverty-ridden. There were days when he went without
He did not feel it his responsibility to advance his personal life, to
ita liftle more liveable. One day when he had invited someone, he
£ his brother’s wife to preparc a cup of tea. He was talking to him
ome time. Even after 2030 minutes the tea did not come: he went
£ and found that there were no tea leaves in the house. He himself
Ut and procured some and tea was served. The person who came
sce the condition that the doctor was in. He called Shri Guruji and
im, “This is not the condition in which the doctor should be
fed to function. I shall give you twenty-five rupees cvery month; you
Pass it on to Doctorji.” Earlier, the guest had asked Shri- Guruji,
K ito live in this condition 7 To that Shri
It was then
Guruji suggested to him that
. The man never did so,

movement

But all the participation in the social and rc.volu(mn:;';\;“'ly :
ated in him a void, which he was beginning to answer %
S estion : ““When will the foreigner leave 2" But he askf
e o : “Why did the foreigner come ?” The forcigners 8
Ao hions, nor did they come with big armies. The it
DOl O en with an army, He came in ships to sell and buy =
He nmdevf:e“s:mannn here so chaotic that he realised that he cou
He foun

movement

£
So Dr. Hedgewar set out to find a remedy to the basic ailment. wh
ewar sef medy to the basic ailment. Vo

as e he found out ? What w ni doptek
he medicin nd out 2 What was the technique he ad
cure :‘or the disease ? His quest for the cure resulted in the RSS

i se ?

¢ RSS he went in search of those bngml »\\‘:
ng—those who had extra energy. Tl “*cn
5. began to play ‘Kabaddi® with studert
is we ed : *What is this maf
them, he was a nal

When he started th
willing and able to do somethi
s well past mid-thirties
‘;’:‘:n::;sv Many of his friends were astound
ing 77 Three years earlier he was in jail
leader and yet he had his own plans.
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So, being rich or being poor is not the reason why one parum’rm‘x‘@
in public work or not. It is the frame of mind; it is the e &
man to a given situation. It is the training which one is subje}‘ LT :
character training given to a man makes him respond toa situation. It is
not his material worth or his education

As a unique organiser, Doctor Hedgewar saw the vrum;;‘ ?:‘s:n(\)l‘)‘\y(:
school boys and them into great missionari o
transformation which he brought about in himself as soon
to organise the society, is also remarkable.

He was born in a family known for fiery moods, he ‘fullyd :th:-”ii
the tradition. He was very short-tempered, and he continue i
even when he was engaged in political activity. But oncelll\e £
i i ingling of persons, the i 0

echnique of the Shakha, the interming o ‘

Should ; out to conquer people’s minds to unify souely}:hmugh:“v"l:,“!:
lace in such a technique.

und that anger and rancour have no place in s il
(oswnlch put off, he completely transformed himself. Anger was E> oo
e -

: el

B D teotly e Ve T wen
the man, his affection completely won him over.

The most effective way of explaining the concept. of l:susm«o::x

by Dr. Hedgewar is to make a comparative study of meh i ey

of the West and that of the RSS. This has been dodne o
dents, an American and an Indian, Walter Anderson o

LR e form, “The Brotherhood Tn Saffron o

nD;'::;cuy ‘a comparative study of the philosophics ?}r‘ ‘lhf :/Sessz an

RSS but it gives an insight into a Westerner’s approach to

The general approach of the West in whatever is lll}v‘ollvc:‘;cm ;
i ism—i ortance of the System. If the sy
m or Capitalism—is the importance of t el
31“,?23 everything clse would respond, including those who oper

bjccts of:
system, those who participate in the system and those who are subj

s
he system. If the system s perfect, everything else would be 3111}-‘2%::;.[;;
i system that controls the man and ot vice versa. So far ey
listic phitosophies, namely Capitalism and Communism ar
they both agree that man is an economic being.

¢ eview itS
But now after a hundred years the West has come to ¢

i ection
ystem of thought. [t has lsunched upon a vry serious introspection 2
Bading the truth, It cconomie. concept of lassez faire free

ery,
i muck in everys
them into a situation where the entire society has run ai

of
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t of life. Instead of remaining an

aspect of life, the material needs
shrouded the entire life there Dr.

Schumacher, who tried to bring
T system of thinking, our view of man; and
§ Western view of man and system, was greatly influensed by Hindu
ught. He was particularly influenced by Buddha and Gandbhiji.

Gandhiji has put it so beautifully;
8 provided for every man's needs; but
.

s.

Schumacher quotes him : “Nature
it has not provided for everyone’s

The East, which has influenced men
ttake the West by the sheer force of s I
IS life is not compartmental. Pleadure,
f wealth are important fact
8 very narrow and incomplete
d human life integrally.

like Schumacher, is bound to
ic, by its integral thinking.
money-making, and acquisi-
ors in life, But to equate them  with life
way,of looking at Man's life. Our people
In the good old days, people used to call it
Whaahas —Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksha. Each of hese has a
1able role in the sum total of human life. This was later on elaborated
ey well presented by Shri Deendayal, who became Jang Sangha pre-
B in three lectures on “Integral Humanism." The substance of it is
sistent with Nature. Human life cannot
©Onee you try to conquer Nature to find substitutes for
UP With non-recycleable wastes. For example, in America
ispose of the synthetic waste, millions of tons of

sea. Now they find the sea is full of .

FE it With the plantain leaves in which we take food: we throm them
fd they turn into manure for the soil. This fs 1ife consistent

I Nature. The other life is Jife derogatory to Nature.

W you live only o satisfy human urges and idiosyncracies, the result
= situation where you  will find that you are at way with Nature,

IS the enriched uranium. To make it barmless, it must be kept
| for 5000 years ! Collect enriched uranium from different parts of
1d and keep it in the Kalpakkam Atomic Power Centre, which is

etre from one of the most populous cities in Tndi ! Chernobyl

We shudder to think what will happen, T he

Mind which has responded only to the matorial call, propelled by
bas resulted in a very destructive system, This, the West realises

D the concept of the RSS,in the sum-total plan that the RSS has
d 1o the society,

t an is viewed as an integral being. That is the
the System as the master of Man,
But what about another system 7
cxample. Mao Tsetung was the most powerful  ruler
under of the communist belief and State. Between 1957 and
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1960 nearly three crores of people died of starvation in China. ~But o
one death was revealed il 25 years later ! That is how he controlled the
country. Tt was a total grip. But, that man, the Chairman of the crcg;-m,_
nist Party and Head of the Government, walked up to the Wall of Ching
at 12 o'clock in the night in 1966 and wrote with his own hands; “Bomb
the Party Headquarters " An expression of complete lack of ra‘;\w,
the System snd the Man ! There the System completely domm‘:\lc i
and man failed. Today, according fo some of my business frmn(ﬂs, o
deal with any Chinese official, the Kickback has to be paid into ks
banks ! Once you make desire the basis of life, man responds to i,

irrespective of the system

Man as the central theme of living is the ~ quintessence of Easicrn
(hought. That is the Hindu value by which the entire :‘m‘m;’an ::“
To page afer page, hisis he messageof Swami Vivekananda. This is
{he message for which the West is longing. This is the wote e
which, the future of the World will be at stake. And on whom o
responsibility to delver this message 2 And on whom is the esponsibily
o make the message respectable 2 Is anybody going to listen to e
Iy beeause you speak better words, simply because you give better logic
O that your thoughts are noble and sacred ? No.

has repeatedly shown that great thoughts that have emana-

HiEony weakness of such societics,

ted from socicties have suffered by the

Rabindranath Tagore had to face the humiliating experience of a Japancse
audience refusing to listen to him as he was, in their view, representative

of a defeated race.

v h  the

¢ to be backed up by the power whicl
R The failure of the Hindu
this nation, has been in its inability to build up that national
and strength that imparts power o the
the!
the

world regards as imperative for any society.
saciety, e

, the vibrant national feeling, a
‘:l‘ilrlxdulhoughl Hindu thought has suffered humiliation because of
weak and listless Hindu. It is this national disease that the founder of
RSS, Dr. Hedgewar, diagnosed as the root cause for the

nation. And this is precisely the disease which he set about to cure

conceiving the RSS.
Tn this gigantic task spear-headed by RSS, every one of us hes
role, every one of us has a responsibility. There are many activities
nised by those trained in RSS. We :
{aste and talent, and devote ourselves to this greatand « ;
rsonal participation in activities is the core
Hedgewar teaches us_anything.
to that great {man,

national regeneration. Pei
ene’s involvement. I the life of Dr.
this. This is the greatest tribute that we can pay
conceived, and gave this nation, the RSS.

at workers of other organisations cannotdo likewise?” They give the
dit for this to the kind of training that they receive in RSS. But every

erifice everything in the ~service of the country.
this country ready to offer themselves in the service of the country,

failure of the
by

of us has @

can choose the activity that suits 0uf
d noble work of
of
it iS his s -
o i Of values that  we witness in our country. I am frightened at the very
Bught of the steep decline in store for us at this rate.

Salute the RSS and its Founder

Cho S. Ramaswamy
Editor *Tughlag’, Madras

Tdo not know much about Dr. Hedgewar. I have started studying
fe only now. But I know persons belonging to RSS. I know Shri
aheb Deoras, Shri H.V. Seshadri, Shri Rama Gopalan, Shri V. Ran-
jany Thevar, Shri R. Annamalai and others of the RSS. And I can say
today RSSiis the only organisation inculcating patriotism in a syste-
lemanner in _our country, while every political party keeps harping
Several brands of ‘socialism” with aneye on votes,

fiose in the RSS do not ~simply preach patriotism; they practise i,
lamazed at their complet selflessness. 1 have met workers of political

craving for sundry personal gain or at the least, secking recogni-
ut not so the RSS workers.

Not only that. Highly qualified youngsters come out as RSS workers,
icing their all, braving every kind of risk. There are MAs, Engine-
graduates, even Doctorate holders who have ~ brushed aside highly
live carcers to devote themselves to Sangh work; this phenomenon
ique (o RSS. Out of sheer curiosity, T asked some RSS workers: ‘How
that you, and you alone, are able to do such a_thing? And how is it

organisation gives training as well; the difference is the  inspiration

The fac t simply is this: even today there are millions upon millions

red o g0 through fire for the sake of the cause, as is evident in the
Anditisa land of such good and noble souls that is sought to be
ded by the tribe of politicians in a planned manner. If only everyone
s country could be imbued with that uncompromising patriotism
he RSS, no country in the world would be a match for us

Take the case of Japan. So many reasons are adduced for the develop-
of  Japan; they say the factory workers there are all well organised
80 0n. B ut cvery analysis about Japan ends up by pointing to their
€ patri otism—"I must do my bit to sec the motherland progress,
lack of this craving, this passion, is the reason for the fast deteriora-

Political parties in Tamilnadu thrive on the ~slogan of ‘self-respect’s
their leaders  lack self-respect and so indulge in disgraceful acts,
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including  disrobing—inside the Assembly. One has only to compare and
contrast this with the rock-like self-respect and self-confidence of the RSS
men. When I ask them : ‘When do you hope to achieve your aim? Hoy,
long will it take for the completion of social transformation as per your
vision?, they tell me: “Even if it takes 50 years from now, we are pre
pared to work for it’. While political parties are busy in the rat race to
capture Municipalities, Assemblies and Paiiament in the elections round
the corner, here is RSS with its eyes set on its goal, with 4 fifty-year time.
frame, forging ahead with the firm belief: ‘We shall see o it that the
nation is transformed completely. I can only admire these Himalayan
heights. But personally, Iam- helpless. I cannot join RSS, as I do not
possess the required discipline. The sense of discipline of the RSS men is
something tremendous. By comparing the heights reached by RSS men
and contrasting these with the prevalent situation, I derive a satisfaction

Some years ago, I visited an RSS training camp in Salem. There
was absolutely no caste distinction there. This is the only organisation
without casteism. Sce what goes on in Tamilnadu. Every now and then
posters appear, announcing the gratitude of this caste association or that,
for having been favoured with some crumbs of office. This is the handi.
work of political parties. People are so much after caste. But, has any
one heard of RSS indulging in_such things? In the RSS no one  asks you
your caste. I look upon RSS with great respect because of its large
heartedness in this respect.

Some people think that it is against sccularism to support RSS. But
do they mean that taking pride in indentifying oneselfasa Hindu, is
against secularism? It is absurd. I am very proud to call myself Hindu

As I delve deeper and deeper into the message of Bhagavad Gita,
I perceive an increasingly lustrous. image of our philosophy. Take the
‘Shanti Parva’ of the Mahabharata. Bhishma goes to astounding lengths
in thinking up all possible developments in politics. While expounding the
norms for a ruler, he has forescen the extreme level of a ruler’s degrada-
tion. If any one dubs Mahabharata as pertaining to a particular religion,
then it is the non-Hindus who are the losers. There is no single human
affair which does not find a mention in Mahabharata.

Our Upanishads, the Gita, etc. have initiated tremendous amount, of
debate. An irate Arjuna could question the apparent contradiction in
Krishina's precepts. This debate, this Freedom, is an age-old asset of
Hinduism. The rigour found in the religious matters of others is,
therefore, absent here. Every Hindu is free to choose his mode
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forship, in the temple in his house or within his heart. And,
Se gives so much frecdom ? Only the person with unshakable faitt,
mself and in his values and insights would give freedom to others, It
because inferiority complex is absent in Hinduism, that cornplete
flous frecdom is given. Several choices are before you: you can chooss
th you consider right

iBveryone follows a specific Dharma. Vibhesshana, forsaking his
other Ravana, defected to Shri Rama’s. side. It was Vibheeshana's
@ But Kama stayed on with Duryodhana, in spite of his wrong.
8, because he felt that he was indebted to him. That is Karng'e
fma. Hinduism is the only. religion which has given fatitude to all the
hes. Hinduisin appeals toieveryone to choose one’s own  Dharma
it steadfastly. This too comes only as advice and not as

he Hindu heart embraces not only the entire humanity; it encom:
g5 all creation, He prays for the well-being of not only humans but
the bipeds, the quadrupeds, the birds, the plant life. That is what our
{fas contain. The Hindu never prays for his own sake, He prays for
felfare of mankind, for the good of all living beings. If a person be-
Lo such a great religion, has to feel ashamed of calling himself a
du, in order to sound secular, then it is not secularism; it is sheer
isy and nothing else. But on the other hand, it is not necessary to
low of the adherents of other faiths. I know RSS subscribes to all
ideas. When such is the case, some people talk ill of RSS as though
anti-national. They try to tarnish the image of this organisation which
ltes patriotism, which aims at making Bharat the world leader,
highly objectionable. Then there are some, who openly criticise
Without rhyme or reason, butare staunch supporters of RSS in

te !

[bow in reverence to the great founder of such

a great organisation,
a seer, thinker and able organiser, all in one,
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RSS has Shown the Wa

By P.C. Sen
Former Chief Minister,
West Bengal.

e sun of civilization will rise in the East and Bharat will again be
‘Guru’s seat in the comity of nations. So we must not
ditions, our hoary past, our age-old culture.

forget our

hen [ go through recently published books on Bharat by eminent
s of the world, I simply wonder how great we wer

feel myself fortunate to be able to join you all in the birth centenary .
€ Can you find any language as rich as Sanskrit ?

celebrations of Dr. Hedgewar, Founder of the RSS.

e in all spheres

1 sincerely believe that though the country is going downhill prety
fast, we see corruption everywhere, anti-social activities have become wides
spread, communalism is raising its ugly head, provincialism is vitiating the;
national atmosphere—all these wrongs will be set right only if we learn

en like Dr. Hedgewar. Since his chi
something from the life, work and ideology of Dr. Hedgewar. gewar. Since, his' childhood, e

3 nay, he started work, in this direction. He was really a “Karm:
, a great Bharateeya, whiol is why the country. decided to celebrats
tenary on this grand scale. I thank you all because you also deoidea
eipate in these celebrations to pay homage to this great man, 1 ad:
rsonal salutations to Dr. Hedgewar. Namaskar ! ey

Bharat, our motherland, is a great country. The population of China
has crossed 100-crore mark. We are also almost 75 crore—may be before
long we will also touch the 10G-crore mark. In the present situation, if* we
do not organise ourselves, get united through the methods shown by
Dr. Hedgewar, we will be doomed. This is not only my personal fecling;
this is the concern expressed by many thinking people of India. s

David Selbourne or RSS—

You must have heard the name of Dr. Arnold Toynbee, the great
historian. He has stated, ““The present chapter of the human civilization
has had a western beginning. But if it has to survive, and not und
self-destruction, then it will have to have an Indian ending.” That s, if ing experience with Mrs. Gandhi. He was one of th
civilization is to survive, it will have to accept Bharateeya culture. He has Very few scholars able to meet her during th i
mentioned three names—Bhagavan Buddha, whose teachings changed the B f1c aokad hier whot sha N9the; emere
life of King Ashoka, Mahatma Gandhi and Sri Ramakrishna. I also feel B it . il meant by dubbing RSS
thrilled to think of the galaxy of great men born in our country. Even I ! she said they were fascists because they
Jesus Christ, some historians say, spent fourteen long years in Bharat | Were spreading rumours against her. That, said Sel-

- bourne later, was “‘a very novel definition of fascism”’.

David Selbourne, Oxford Professor, had an interest-

So we must not lose faith. Our country will flourish again. I repeat
it in almost all the meetings [ address, that we must have faith that ouf
country will become great again, in Dharma, in Karma.

Balo Balo Balo Sabe, Shata Bina Benu Rabe,
Bharat Aabar Jagat Sabhaye Shreshtha Aasana Labe

Dharme Mahaan Habe, Karme Mahaan Habe,

Naba Dinamani Udibe Aabaar Puratana E Purabe

(Say all of you together with the resonance of a hundred Veena
that India will again take the pride of place in the comity of nation®
that it will be great in Dharma and ereat in Karma, that the ne
sun will rise again in this hoary land of the East.)
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ployers. In Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the country for the first time
world-wide religious organisation of Hindus. It has had the” unique
tion of bringing together the Dharmacharyas of various Mutrs and
Sion a singic platform. The Vivekananda Kendra has not only instal-
Rock Memorial as a national monument, it is training dedicated
men and women for service in hill and forest areas. The Vanavasi
yan Ashram has become the premier Indian organisation serving
al people. Ever since 1947, when RSS protected the beleaguered. and
relief to refugees, it has been first and foremost in the service of the
whether the occagjon was flood or famine, cyclone or war. After
1965 Indo-Pak war, a grateful General Kulwant Singh said : “Punjab
e sword-arm of India, and RSS is the sword-arm of Punjab.” In the
‘of a prominent Sarvodaya feader, RSS has come to mean, ‘“‘Ready
elfless Service.”

: K.R. Malkani

The country is this year eclebrating the Birth Centenary of Dr,
Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, Founder of the RSS. Perhaps there is no recorg
in_history of a man like Dr. Hedgewar—who had no advantage of wealiy
or ancestry, o political or any other power, and who studiously avoided
publicity—of launching a nation-wide movement, and making a_roaring
success of it. T would attribute the RSS success to two factors, First was
the vision and will of its founder. He was one of those heroes who, in
Carlyle’s words, make history. Second was the truth, the great truth, in
his concept of Nationalism, Hindu Rashtra

Dr. Hedgewar's work was continued by Madhav Sadashiv Gols
walkar, better known as Shri Guruji, in like manner. Today there is
hardly a hamlet in (his land of four lac villages, where the message of
RSS has not reached. Therc was a time when RSS was not mentioned in
the Press even once in a whole year. Today a newspaper is perhaps not
complete without some reference lo RSS. There is something in the
message, the mission, the medium and the methodology of RSS, tha has
struck a responsive note in the national psyche. The RSS is widely
perceived as a disciplined and patriotic organisation of men of character
and dedication. Even those who don’t agree with it, have healthy respect
for it

he *Economist” of London (4.12.1970) descri-
he underground movement as ““the only non-Left revolutionary force
he world” which, it added, “is dominated by tens of thousands of
cadres™. Even the Marxist leader A, K. Gopalan was moved to say
the RSS resistance : “There is some lofty ideal which is capable of
Iting such deeds of bravery and stamina for sacrifices.” It is no exag-
N to say that today, outside of the State apparatus, the RSS and
ernal organisations constitute the biggest  single force in the coun-
And this force is moral

The RSS has always been free from caste, class or provincial feel
P s s o o
As carly as 1934, Mahatma Gandhi was moved by the sight of an RSS
camp, having. participants from all casts,ino saying ¢ 1 am tremend
ausly pleased. Nowhere in the country have I ovr seen such a spectaclil
From all points of view you are doing excellent work. It is not again
national interest to organisc Hindus without hating others.”

The great and growing position of the RSS places on it a trem.
s responsibility. In the words of the French savant, Ameury d'Rien-
author of “The Soul of India’, “Indian masses will only give their
It allegiance to that party and ideology that appears o bo 3 true
o0, more or less modernised no doubt, of some aspect or other of
Hinduism”. It was, he said, “Gandhism yesterday” and it can
“redoubtable RSS” tomorrow.

Although the RSS work proper is confined to the holding of d.n;
Shakha, over the years it has spawned and inspired a whole range 3
organisations and activities. The best known of these is Bharatiya J ;.
Pasty, the No.2 political party in the country in terms of popular )
Even more important, BIP is wedded to value-based_politics and it k
given the country some of its finest leaders. The Akhil Bham( . .
Vidyarthi Parishad is the most important student organisation in {8 uIs ldl!e challenge before the RSS—winning. the heartfelt allegia-
country. It not only wins the most elections, its activists are jiove] i e' ne xmyf‘f masses; inother words, becoming the mamstreflm‘of
their culture and dedication. The Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh would be national life. Even the best thing can be bettered. And as “Alice

LT e trondgs —and India is quite a wonderland !—would say, we h:
i in the country, but for the State pa s 3 € y, we have
biggest labour organisation ab €Y to keep in the same place. We have to run real fast to forge

extended to INTUC. Here again BMS is well-known as not purchas
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ahead. And Dr. Hedgewar Centenary is a good occasion to take stock of 103

the situation and even indulge some loud thinking. Now the question is : How can the Sangha-Samiti ideol
a a-Samiti ideology be

fined and refined (o appeal more to women 2 A savant in Brindabag
sugeested that “Lathi-Kathi” appeals more to young men, but San.
to women. ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’ 1s g
hupati Raghav Raja Ram’ and “Hari Bol”
 and they move us to gre,
d‘ﬂWc in the RSS therefore need to consider whether we shgup
ifferent programmes—and a different idiom—for men and
for different age groups. % B

Recently a well-known wise old man remarked to me : “All other
parties have produced rascals; RSS alone has produced gentiemen.”
The remark pleased me. But let me tell vou it also frightencd me a bit
Will we come up to all these expectations ? One can only hope and pray

that we do.

Because of the truth in its philosophy and the purity in its working,
RSS can only go forward and upward. But we can't test on our laur
RSS has come a long way, but it has a still longer way to go. There was
a time when Gandhian Congress was the national mainstream. Today
Congress is more national gutter than national mainstream. Indeed today
the country has no consensus, no mainstream. Confusion reigns supreme.
The task before the RSS is to become the National Mainstream. That
way alone it can fulfil itself and take the country forward

After Independence, Gandhiji was atked who he would like to
]sdl in the Rashtrapati Bhavan as Head of the State, and he said : ‘o
an lady ", He was not playing to any gallery; it came naturally to hi
logical conclusion of his life and work. It s e
. What is our conviction ?

a matter of inner con-

Lok Nayak Jayaprakash Na i

: rayan perceived the nature 2

S perfectly when he told an RSS Rally in Patna on Novmz roxls;ﬂn-r

B @ revolitionary organisation. No other organisation fn the
j€omes anywhere near it. [t alone has the capacity to transform.

Some time back an RSS Pracharak from the Punjab told me that
their study had shown thatonly 28% of that state’s population
Jooked upon RSS as their own. Now Punjab has no Muslims and RSS has
always looked upon Sikhs as Hindus. How then is it that, by and large,
Sikhs and “Backward” castes do not identify themselves with the RSS

fhame is ‘Rashtriya’, that is national. I am not saying this to flatte
er

believe you have a_historic role to pla; Are we r
1 » ¢
: y. Playing ou;

d then there is the question of Muslims, RSS i iti
Jonoveient, with goodil for all and i Ctnit i
o 1ot Husain noted soon after Tndependence-Partiion at
: onghyr, Bihar, on Nov. 20, 1949: “The |
inst RSS of violence and hatred against Musli 5 el
o should earn th esson of mutual love i
ation from RSS.” During the emergen : .

There is another problem. Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is for mes etenus became good fiends and their comopireens oL 4
For women there is the Rashtra Sevika Samiti. While the Sangl [ the covernment, which throve on ruling by drg s
has always done well, the Samiti has not. I wish the Samiti Werf fimed Kova, former Muslim League Chief Mintuer. of s, 10
as strong as Sangh. Indeed if 1 had to choose between a strong Sanel i by b Rsh car e o Kol i
or a strong Samiti, 1 would opt for the latter. Becausc women arc mOfg P thenks o history—old and notso-olis and anry ELR
important in influencing and orienting the next generation. It was 8 " Jropaganda, a certain gulf between SRR
Buddhist appeal of non-violence, temperance andmoderation to Chines JHhis bas got 10 go, if Indin is to fulil its desting., propir s
women, that made Buddhism popular in China. Likewise it was the Sfé83 BB olvc—on i basis of Justice, Wo must naves o o 0%
ter appeal of Christian charity and grace to Roman women that eveIi Billdeen of Bharat Mata and products of the Twentitper s, "
ally converted Rome to_ Catholicism. (Islam, on the other hand, % - eth Century.,
greater appeal to males)

I know, no Thought can attract all. Even a national mainstream
cannot satisfy all sectional or regional particularisms. Even Gandhiji was;
not universally accepted; the urban and articulate sections were generally
critical of him. But his strong appeal to villagers and women swept
all before him, The point is : What can RSS do to appeal to the broad
masses, including the poor and the Harijans ?

the Indo-Pak war of
1971, resultin, i i
- or 2 in the liberat
saidh;:x.d‘h;ri Khaliquzzaman, key figure in the Pa‘rotri‘li:,
at Pakistan had been sought as a solution of the Muslir:
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problem, but it had failed; now a new arrangement nceded to be worked 105
out. G. M. Syed, former Muslim League President of Sind, thinks that
Pakistan should be a confederation of West Punjab, Sind, NWFP and
Baluchistan, and that this confederation should, in turn, have a con-
federal arrangement with India. More recently, Ghulam Ishaq Khan,
President of Pakistan, said that therc should be a confederation between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. It is clear that geography and history ar
pulling the South Asian states in the direction of active cooperation
materialising, hopefully, into a confederation—with Common Defence and
a Common Market. USA and Canada, once mortal enemies, are today
fraternal states. France and Germany, which have waged two world wars
in this century alone. are today good friends, united in commerce and
defence, There is, therefore, no reason why India and Pakistan, Bangla-
desh and Nepal, Sri Lanka and, hopefully, Afghanistan, cannot live in
peace and cooperation in another decade or so, by the end of this very
century. Such an institutional arrangement will need to have an ideologi
cal frame-work and ecmotional under-pinning. The RSS, as, the key
organisation of Hindus, could take a lead in thinking these things
through to their logical conclusion

ous belief. It is immaterial whether, due to. circy
'y mstaj

S‘;;:h(‘?rktﬂwﬁ;)r more. But we are One People allright. Pak iy
S elhika ladoo's t ooked so good Muslims would huve regrtied
¥ fad not asted it But having tasted t, they rearet having. gop
Bh it all. Appearances can be very deceptive.  Perhaps we u*h%i :
i cxperencs through the process of trial and. error i
5" ‘not that” in our 4 ¢ Jitical
g ;en:ch for a mutually acceptable politica]

We must neither white-wash history, nor wallow in it. The meds
ions Were only & continuation of carler invasions t:vmffm‘
- :.ndzgh?:;hchl;:nfz Ill{our:e.s uflC:?ntraI Asia, invading and oot
b 9 t is in i
hiz K:an was a Buddhist, a B auddhi:/.ionfmmn s:usﬁ::m Turks
- o“ti",‘iﬁgwié':'w”“bs Those mediaeval wars were waged. for
oy ro, iEion was only & convenient slogan, a ag’. It would
: indus 10 blame all this  violence on ‘Islam’ s i
i for any sensible Muslim to take pride if, T

Although the Partition of India roused feelings all round—action
and reaction are equal and opposite—it is happy to note that relatic
are getting | ess and less bad. There is no hostility at the people’s level
When all is said and done, Hindus and Muslims, of India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, are “One People”.  India is one crucible, one cradle of
civilization, We look alike, think alike, feel alike, talk alike, act alike,
react alike.  Our very idiom, gestures and proverbs are the same.
Notwithstanding religious differences, our ways and values are alike. No
other two people are as alike as Indians and Pakistanis. You have only to
<ec Pakistani TV serials to realise how alike we are. It will bring tears of

er all this loot and murde; i

r, India has emerged i
pe and even Muslim Indians are, socially. it
ndu’. India has every reason to be proud
igh the trauma of the middle ages.

reasonably
culturally and other-
of its over-all perfor-

98y Pakistan is a separate state. Because it is Muslim, it can b

prort :r«;nl.n\;‘?:sx Asia than India. But because in all other res.
o a > Indian, any Pakistani_influence in West Asia_ actual
© 80:much more Pan-Indian influence in West Asia. Daxis.

Iy an Indian bridge to West Asia. And bridges unite. e

joy. to your eyef -
o
it we need today is a balanced view of history and a Great

VRcconciliﬂlion in the ‘Hindustan Peninsula’, The RSS can d
lo

Pakistan has a woman Prime Minister, just like India had one. 1n
than anybody else.

Bengladesh the two leading opposition leaders are both women.  Can you
{magine a woman leader either in Government or in Opposition, in rl ypt
or Arabia, Turkey or Iran 2 This is an expression of the Indian culture du societ
of Pakistan and Bangladesh. India and Pakistan are foolish enough (0 g : 1{ “::f::z?': ‘l;ess asf(h: protector of Hindu interests
fight, but they are sensible enough to fight only fora few weeks, not and o ;z:s o _angressmcn and  Communists
like “Islamic” Iran and Iraq, for years together. Pakistan Punjab feclS few any RSS initative for o National Reconci-
¢hat its National Day is Vaisakhi. Sindhi Muslims look upon Raja Duhif arties Efznlgd for Hindus. Any such initiative
Sen as hero and Mohammed Bin Qasim as villian. When G.M. Syed w25 would be very much suspect in Hindu
here, you know what he asked for ? The Dohas of Kabir and the Bhajans
of Mira—in Urdu seript. I say we are One People. The unities of Geos”
raphy, History, Race and Culture are too strong to be effaced by a changé

s something that
~called secular p:

Il give you j

Dgemwy::- jll;l One.e’mmp!e from contemporary history. In

e Ry e Party is considered soft on' Communism and
epublican Party is considered tough in  its resistance. (o
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world communism. As a result the Democrats have never been uble 1o
have meaningfal relations with communist Russia and China. 1 vag
Republican President Eisenhower who could sign the Korean peace,
without any fear of being dubbed soft on communism. And it was Re:
publican President Nixon who could likewise end the Vietnam g
again without any fear of being considered a softy. Also it vas Nico
who dared recognise Communist China. And only Republican Presiden
Reagan could have joined hands with Gorbachov' and ended the fortys
year-old Cold War.

e have to get back to our philosophy—and view the ear
ter, the flora and the fauna, as sacred. We have to
with a phil that will be na i
tructive. The whole world is goin;
tehing technology—in the twenty-first century,

The world is becoming a Glol
2. Today this culture is mostly wobtern, American. But
eivilzations of India and China ctc. have an infinite wealth of
ence. Let India come into its own and offer its treasures to
Such is the inwardness of the sitvation. The Hindu-Muslim probs 4 balanced, evolving World Cultuse.
Jem is a great big problem remaining to be solved; and RSS can solve ji

tich a world culture will be the core of the New W
y y or movement Such
better than any other pat

the French savant Paul Martin Dibost puts it : “After ¢
ars, India is no the agenda. India belongs to every|
the Indian soul is something which never ceases to
oul on fire.” The “epoch of conflicts” in wh
 nevertheless hastening (o reach a universal consciousness

The critical issue before the world today is not religiousdifferencesy
We are not witnessing any war between Islam, Christianity, Judaxsx;: a
Hinduism. The eritical issue is the exploitation—economic, i
d 1 of the weak by the strong. Within a country, the rich ares : asi
ring the in il sectons and et all lovsls, Snistopjonally, the O terial and spiritual values, all the experiences of the great
Tulipg; die mos‘x ; nn the poor. These industrially and militarily strong B i e
mu“::::: i e;; S af il poviet anipreates a0 impose theie e
Sy 4 est of the world. The result is a rapid
ke :'m: o‘flflend:l: l:;sdc:r“::.:y other countrics, in the booming name
e eation” Many in India perceive Pakistan as Enemy—indedd
o mOdm;\:s 1. But not many of us pause to ponder that Pakistan
28 Bnemy Mot ‘even onetenth the sizo of India, s & menace to us ol
O 1 the cvomono and miftary aid given 10 t by USA. for it o
Decans® Al and strategic reasons,  But we tend to find fault v
e tanwhich s only a client state—and ot with USA !

move us,

ptions, Indian insights, Indian institutions will
ol in all this. These are the great new perspectives that ba

as come a long way since 1925; it has come a lon
1947. But it has an even lon
ecisive factor in the Hindust
ry the world over.

tan Peninsula but as the

. Let the RSS begin to play this historic, global role.
st tribute society can pay to the sacred memory of Dy

Likewise, it was the British policy of divide and rule after 1857 thal { his great successor, Shr Guruji Golwalkar.

Lo
i her and led to Partition
indus and Muslims against cach othe 1 g
SLLHm:x?:dus blame Muslims, and Muslims blame Hindus, and :;:;?m
o blames the ““Angrez Bahadur”. We all have got to gt our
?igm And the RSS could help in the mater.

i i a ultul
The objection to the western domination al‘]ndlan]llfe (m:dfm
i in themselves.
is basi ination and exploitation are wrong in I
is basic. Domination an : i AL
is eco-destructive and socially-di y
ally, western technology is eco ; ittty
Catostan reductionist philosophy has pitted ‘man agi;m:l i
man himsell is not part of Nature ! It permits rutbless destruc o0
natwre inthe service of the evr-groving appettcs ozem:rnl.he e
i rave disturban "
jous depletion of natural resources, : =
:enrt;aa I:&ve’i of pollution that is increasingly endangering all

Indian thought, Indian experience, Indian values,

th, the air, the

develop a techno-
P and not nature-
2 to need such a philosophy—and a

bél Village. A World Culture is evoly-

t the ancient
f race experi-
the making

rld Religion.
wo. thousand

body. The melody of

India is the

b, he says, “we are living,
in which all

Saints of all
te all with-
Indian

inevitably play a big

ckon to us.
g way even

ger way to go to fulfil itself not only as

fly-wheel of

That is the
r. Hedgewar
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